
Anna Pha

The Gillard and Abbott for-and-
against carbon tax travelling 
road shows have turned the 
political landscape into a circus. 
Embedded media packs who ask 
no serious questions and do not 
press for real answers are playing 
a key role in promoting the big 
polluters whose only concern is 
profi ts. Opposition leader Tony 
Abbott is on a roll, whipping up 
fear, creating confusion, not letting 
truth or the urgency of addressing 
climate change stand in the way 
of his political ambitions. He is 
running an extremely dangerous 
political campaign based on rank 
opportunism, trying to bring down 
the government.

Former Coalition prime minis-
ter John Howard, speaking on the 
ABC Insiders program, summed up 
Abbott’s approach as: “If you don’t 
give me the job I’ll wreck the place.” 
Science has been squeezed out of 
the “debate”, as have serious policy 
alternatives to the market-based car-
bon tax being sold by Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard.

Gillard equates support for the 
carbon tax package with taking action 
to address climate change. Opposition 
to the carbon tax is portrayed as a “do 
nothing” position. You either support 
the carbon tax or you are a climate 
change sceptic or denier. Much of 
the media has run with these narrow, 
for-us-or-against-us parameters, shut-
ting out voices calling for stronger 
measures.

Science and scientists are under 
vicious attack. Prominent climate 
scientists have received death threats. 
The situation has become so serious 
that the Australian National University 
has relocated climate researchers to 
more secure buildings.

The Murdoch gutter press and 
the likes of radio shock-jock Alan 
Jones have added fuel to the fi re, 
running unchallenged Abbott’s lies, 
promoting climate change deniers 
and doing the dirty work of the min-
ing corporations. Jones is the patron 
of a website group called the Galileo 
Movement of “scientists” in the pay 
of the mining corporations, advisers 

and other climate change deniers. 
They dishonestly portray differences 
between scientists on the specifi c 
details of climate change (eg rate 
at which sea levels are rising) as a 
divided scientifi c community without 
consensus on the fundamentals.

Jones’ line is “wait until the sci-
ence is stronger”. Professor Peter 
Christoff of Melbourne University, 
himself a recipient of death threats, 
correctly pointed out that it is “actu-
ally a decision to consciously continue 
to emit more and more greenhouse 
gases and consciously to make the 
problem worse”.

“Securing a clean energy future” 
is the government’s “climate change 
plan”, a 135-page document negoti-
ated with the Greens and the two 
Independents Tony Windsor and Rob 
Oakeshott. The document provides 
strong warnings of the economic 
impact of climate change. It gives 
the example of the recent fl ooding 
in Queensland and Cyclone Yasi 
which are estimated to have cost the 
economy about $12 billion in lost 
output.

Sinking to a new low, Abbott 
dishonestly turned this example on 
its head, comparing the economic 
damage of fl attening the coal mining 
sector under a carbon tax with the 
temporary fl ood/cyclone shutdown of 
mines. But nothing could be further 
from the truth. According to Treasury 
modelling, coal production is set to 
double under the scheme!

Market based
At present, “Australia’s carbon 

pollution is still growing by almost 
two percent each year. This is why 
the government has adopted a compre-
hensive plan to secure a clean energy 
future.” The stated target is for a fi ve 
percent reduction by 2020 compared 
with year 2000 levels, but the scheme 
lacks concrete action plans to achieve 
this target. 

The fi ve percent target is only 
a fraction of what is required if 
Australia were to seriously meet its 
international obligations as an indus-
trialised nation.

Australia is failing dismally to 
meet its obligations under the Kyoto 
Protocol and played a leading role 

at Copenhagen in undermining the 
Protocol. The media has failed to chal-
lenge the inadequacy of the scheme’s 
targets and Australia’s abandonment 
of the Protocol.

The government notes that 
Treasury modelling estimates 
“Growth in domestically produced 
carbon pollution slows” under a car-
bon price. Growth slows! Growth 
must be halted, reversed. We need 
a reduction.

“The government will seek to 
negotiate the closure of around 2,000 
megawatts (MW) of highly pollut-
ing generation capacity by 2020.” 
(Emphasis added) “Closing down 
some of our highest polluting coal-
fi red capacity makes room for invest-
ment in lower pollution plant – and 
kickstarts the transformation of our 
energy industry in a managed way.” 
A carbon price “will create economic 
incentives to reduce pollution in the 
cheapest possible ways.”

When the ETS (emissions trad-
ing scheme) comes into operation in 
2015 there will be an annual cap on 

the number of carbon permits (for 
each tonne of emissions) issued by 
the government. The theory is that at 
some point it will become cheaper to 
take measures to reduce emissions or 
be economically unviable to continue 
operations. “… the market will deter-
mine the most cost-effective ways to 
reduce carbon pollution.”

When asked on a public outing 
whether new investments would 
be made in the communities where 
plants might close, Gillard ducked the 
question of location, speaking gener-
ally about private sector investments. 
That is the problem with the “plan”. 
It is left to the private sector when 
to close, what to close, and where to 
locate new investment. There are real 
grounds for insecurity about the future 
of whole communities and workers’ 
jobs if decisions are left to individual 
private corporations.

A scheme based on “incentives” 
and private sector markets will not 
work. The government rejects regu-
lation as a mechanism. Instead it is 
phasing in the ETS. The big polluters 

pay to pollute and pass on the costs 
to the public in higher bills.

Businesses will also “have access 
to international carbon markets to 
buy permits which represent cred-
ible reductions in carbon pollution 
internationally.” This will NOT reduce 
carbon emissions in Australia. It is 
a business as usual, pay to pollute 
approach.

It is the responsibility of govern-
ment to protect communities, to plan 
and regulate industry development, 
including closures, job creation and 
new investments.

Political and economic 
document

As pointed out in last week’s 
Guardian (“Carbon tax won’t work”, 
13-07-2011), “the struggle for sustain-
able development is really a strug-
gle to restrain and restrict capitalist 
corporations, to compel an end to 
environmentally damaging production 
processes.”

Continued on page 2
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PRESS FUND
A great religious leader once declared “where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them”. 
Well, that might have been good enough for him, but The Guardian 
Press Fund needs more than a few supporters, and this week, alas, 
there are only three. We’re 100 percent committed to the struggle 
for the rights of workers, world peace,  a great environment and 
many other wonderful causes, but we need everybody’s help, so 
please send us in a contribution for the next issue. We offer our 
sincere thanks go to the following supporters this week – but let’s 
hear from more of you next week!
In memory of Harry Black, from MUSAA Newcastle $100
Also: NT Kitchen Club $140, “Round Figure” $10
This week’s total: $250 Progressive total: $9,030

News of the 
World’s biggest scandal

For a newspaper that thrived on scandal, sensation and mud-
raking, there is a certain irony that News of the World (NoW) has 
fallen on its own sword to become of one of the biggest scandals 
of all. The tables have turned on Rupert Murdoch, the “untouch-
able” king of the News Corporation media empire, who used his 
tabloids and other media outlets to push his right-wing, anti-worker 
political agenda and to make or break governments. Witness the 
scurrilous and dishonest attacks on the Greens and Senator Lee 
Rhiannon in particular.

Rupert, his son James and Rebekah Brooks are due to appear 
before a House of Commons Committee this week “to account for 
the behaviour of News International and for previous statements 
made to the committee in Parliament, now acknowledged to be 
false.” James was head of News International (News Corp’s British 
arm) and Rebekah Brooks its editor when the phone of murdered 
teenager Milly Dowler was hacked into and messages deleted by 
NoW. Brooks resigned as CEO of News International last week 
and was arrested by British police over the weekend. The head 
of Scotland Yard (British police HQ) has stepped down. Prime 
Minister David Cameron, one of a number of politicians who had 
a close relationship with the Murdochs, is frantically trying to 
distance himself.

Rupert Murdoch was in the throes of adding to his media 
monopoly which straddles newspapers, fi lm, cable, satellite, TV and 
books when the British Guardian Weekly broke with new revela-
tions of systemic phone hacking and police bribery and cover-ups. 
News Corp withdrew its US$12.7 billion bid to take over BSkyB, 
Britain’s largest pay TV broadcaster. It did so on the eve of a 
parliamentary vote urging News Corp to withdraw its bid. Prime 
Minister David Cameron was forced to join Labour (who moved the 
motion), other conservatives and their Liberal Democrat coalition 
partners in supporting the motion. For the fi rst time, it was seen 
as political suicide not to take on the media baron.

In Australia, Murdoch is competing with the ABC for a $223 
million government contract for Australia’s overseas television 
service which is currently broadcast by the ABC. The ABC and 
Sky News are the only bidders for the tender.

Thanks to the British independent Guardian Weekly’s exposés 
and the publicity by public broadcaster the BBC, and other inde-
pendent media outlets, the tide is turning on News Corporation. 
Several News staff have already been arrested. There are strong 
calls for the break up of Murdoch’s empire in the British 
Parliament, and for an FBI investigation in the US Congress. News 
Corp and the Murdochs face criminal investigations and possible 
prosecution in the US and UK as well as a judicial inquiry in the 
UK. News’s hacking of victims of the 9/11 attack and families of 
servicemen who lost heir lives in Afghanistan went too far to be 
ignored. Murdoch is madly manoeuvring against mounting odds. 
He placed an incredible “interview” in his Wall Street Journal, 
saying he wanted “to establish our integrity in the eyes of the 
public” and ran ads apologising.

The National Union of Journalists has not forgotten the brutal 
attack on their rights when Rupert Murdoch moved to deunionise 
Wapping 25 years ago. It said, “The best way to ensure a similar 
scandal does not happen again is to ensure a strong union presence 
in every newsroom and every studio.”

Britain’s socialist daily Morning Star noted, “Victory for media 
decency will not be complete until News International itself is 
designated as neither fi t nor proper to own newspapers or TV 
stations in Britain.” Add Australia and the US to that statement.

The exposure of the operations of the Murdoch dynasty’s News 
Corporation highlights the perils of media monopolisation; the lack 
of government regulation and public accountability; the corruption 
and criminality of private, for-profi t media operators; the power 
and their abuse of it that individuals wield through control of media 
monopolies; and the importance of public and other independent 
media outlets. The News Corp scandal provides an opportunity 
to take up these issues and fi ght for public and not-for-profi t, 
independent media.

Support Support 
The GuardianThe Guardian  
by donating to by donating to 

Press FundPress Fund
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The package attempts to reconcile 
confl icting economic interests and 
political forces with provisions to:
• Win the support of the Greens 

– Labor is dependent on the 
Greens to remain in offi ce. 
Apart from the tax itself, there 
is the promise of industry 
assistance and loans for 
investment in renewable energy, 
the closure of coal fi red power 
stations, energy effi ciency and 
forest protection.

• Win over the rural-based 
Independents Tony Windsor 
and Rob Oakeshott and their 
farming constituents – a number 
of exemptions from the tax 
and funding for environmental 
farming projects.

• Reassure the electorate that 
they would not be out-of-pocket 
with rising prices – tax cuts, 
increases in pensions and family 
payments, exemption of car 
fuels from tax.

• Bring the trade union movement 
on board to campaign in support 
of the package – household 
assistance, coal sector jobs 
package and funding for 
investment in new job-creating 
technologies.

• Not upset the big polluters 
and resources sector –a long 
phase-in period, government 
assistance, steel industry 
transformation plan and coal 
industry subsidies.

It is an economic “solution” 
to an environmental problem. The 
package is far from what the Greens 
see as necessary but they do see it 
as a start. Greens leader Bob Brown 
described it as “a historic fi rst step 
in building a cleaner, healthier, more 
secure economy”. 

Reaching any agreement with 
Labor and the two Independents 
on climate change action involved 
considerable compromise in the cur-
rent political context. Importantly, it 
acknowledges climate change science 
and the need to take action.

Political alternative

Those within the Liberal Party 
who are genuinely appalled by 
Abbott’s lies and rejection of the 
science of climate change are in a 
diffi cult position while opinion polls 
show Labor would be wiped out if an 
election were held now.

The danger now is that if Abbott’s 
scaremongering is successful and 
Labor as a result is thrown out of 
office in the next elections and 
replaced by a Coalition government, 
nothing will be done to reduce green-
house gas emissions.

This makes the building of a 
left and progressive movement that 
can break the two-party system even 
more urgent than ever. The Greens 
with their recent electoral successes 
at the federal level and in state and 
local government have challenged this 
system. These cracks can be enlarged 
and a movement built that can see 
elected a government of a new type 
that represents the interests of the 
people and the planet. 

CLIMATE CHANGE
Stronger action required

Check your pay slip!
Last week ACTU president, Ged 
Kearney, said the ACTU was run-
ning National Check Your Pay Day 
to raise awareness among workers 
about the new annual pay rates 
which fl ow on from the effects of 
an increase in the minimum wages.

Workers with any doubts about 
whether they are being paid correct-
ly can call the free advice service 
on 1300 4 UNION (1300 486 466).

“Now that the minimum wage 
has gone up, all workplace agree-
ments and contracts need to be 
checked to make sure that the rates 
of pay stay above the legal mini-
mum,” Ms Kearney said.

“This means that some work-
ers on workplace agreements or 

over-award contracts will be enti-
tled to a pay rise, because the award 
rate is the absolute minimum an 
employer can pay a worker.“

Workers should check their 
wages against the legal minimum 
rates to ensure they are not being 
underpaid thanks to the increase in 
the minimum wages. The new mini-
mum wages pay rates came into 
effect on July 1, after last month’s 
Annual Wage Review by Fair Work 
Australia. The panel’s decision to 
award a 3.4 percent increase to 
the 1.4 million workers on award 
wages means minimum wage work-
ers will now take home $589.30 a 
week, or $15.51 an hour.

For the fi rst time since 1991, 

the decision properly recognised the 
relativity of pay between different 
levels of skill classifi cation. Instead 
of just awarding a fl at rate, this 
year’s decision gave all workers a 
3.4 percent increase, which means 
$19.40 per week for minimum 
wage workers, and up to $30.05 per 
week for award workers on higher 
classifi cations.

The Australian Manufacturing 
Workers’ Union successfully called 
for this to make sure workers with 
higher qualifi cations maintained 
pay levels relative to the value of 
their skills. 

CPA 
Melbourne 

Offi ce
The CPA offi  ce in Melbourne 
will be open on Wednesdays 

and Thursdays from 
12:00 pm to 3:00 pm. 

Come in for a chat. 
Books and Party publicati ons 

also available.

Room 0 Trades Hall, 
Lygon St, Carlton

03 9639 1550
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Peter Mac

The asylum seekers the federal government 
wants to deport to Malaysia will, in effect, 
be punished by prolonged detention, abuse 
of human rights, as well as arbitrary arrest 
or deportation.

Nevertheless, during a recent TV discussion 
immigration minister Chris Bowen declared 
proudly that the Malaysia proposal would 
discourage asylum seekers from setting off 
for Australia in leaky boats, risking drowning 
at sea. Liberal immigration spokesman Scott 
Morrison claimed that one good thing about the 
deaths of more than 300 people in the SIEVX 
tragedy several years ago was that it had the 
same benefi cial effect!

No place for children
These morally bankrupt opinions stem from 

the policies of mandatory detention for asylum 
seekers and off-shore processing of applica-
tions for asylum. The shortcomings of these 
policies are strikingly evident in the treatment 
of children.

Two weeks ago shocking news was 
revealed that Indonesian boys from asylum 
seeker boats had been imprisoned for months 
in a high-security jail in Western Australia, 
contravening Australian laws for protection 
of children.

Last week news emerged that a 15-year old 
Afghan Hazara boy was to be deported, on the 
basis of a totally inaccurate government cable, 
which claimed the UN High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR) had described current 
conditions for Hazaras as “a relative golden 

age”. The UNHCR has denied this, saying the 
Hazaras face violence from the Taliban, and 
enforced military recruitment of children.

The parents and citizens group ChilOut, 
which campaigns on behalf of children in deten-
tion, visited Christmas Island last April and has 
now released No Place For Children, a report 
on children held there.

Founding member Dianne Hiles com-
mented that “The so-called ‘alternative places 
of detention’ such as the facilities where families 
are held … are prison-like … and … totally 
inappropriate.”

Judi Moylan, a courageous Liberal MP 
who rebelled against the Howard government’s 
immigration policies, stated: “Since the intro-
duction of mandatory detention until the 2005 
legislative changes, some 2,584 children were 
jailed in Australian detention centres.

“The total number of children detained 
offshore under the ‘Pacifi c solution’ has never 
been released. There have been 63 reports 
in 17 years by government bodies alone into 
this policy, with stark evidence of the harmful 
effects of mandatory detention on children. 
It is unthinkable that this practice persists in 
2011 with more than 1,500 children still being 
detained.”

Venomous policies
The 800 asylum seekers who arrived on 

Christmas Island after the Malaysian proposal 
was announced will not be sent to Malaysia, 
but probably Manus Island, if Papua-New 
Guinea agrees.

Last week the New Zealand Prime Minister 
greeted news of the imminent arrival of an 

asylum seeker boat with a vitriolic announce-
ment that they were not welcome, reminiscent 
of Howard’s infamous “We will decide who 
comes to this country” declaration. The New 
Zealand Greens suggested that he should not 
repeat the Australian government’s mistakes.

However, one positive surprise was the 
revelation that in 2005 the Howard government 
had implemented the Community Care Pilot, a 
very humane pilot program in which asylum 
seekers were released into the community 
with intensive social and income support and 
migration advice.

The scheme was remarkably successful, but 
was quietly dumped. Reviving it would allow the 
Gillard government to save face and extricate 
itself from its disastrous and hugely expensive 
immigration policy mess.

Alas, the government clings to manda-
tory detention, which as ChilOut points out: 
“... imprisons children as a fi rst resort and for 
indefi nite periods…. It contravenes international 
law and common sense morality. … Ultimately 
the government must … legislate to prevent 
the implementation of policies that breach 
Australia’s legal and moral obligations.” 

As we near the advent of the 66th 
Anniversary of the bombing of 
Hiroshima, August 6, 1945 and 
the bombing a few days later of 
Nagasaki, a grim kind of similarity 
is evident in Japan today.

The Fukushima nuclear reactor 
hit by a tsunami after one of the 
biggest earthquakes on record is 
still some four months later suffer-
ing meltdown and spewing out radi-
ation many times the accepted limit. 
The government and the electricity 
company have ordered residents to 
abandon a bigger and bigger area 
till at present the area there is a 30 
kilometres exclusion zone known as 
the “zone of alienation”.  Radiation 

has leaked into the sea and ships 
are advised to avoid the area by 30 
kilometres but many shipping lines 
are unsatisfi ed by that and are sail-
ing some as much as 140 kilome-
tres around the area.

In the union movement it has 
always been said that peace is union 
business and nowhere is more 
evident as we approach Hiroshima 
Day 2011. The risk of Japanese 
products being contaminated and 
being a risk to workers (sailors 
and dockworkers) as well as to the 
ordinary consumer in Australia 
has been highlighted recently by 
the Maritime Union of Australia. 
The pro-nuclear industry has hit 

back and attempted to quieten any 
dissent about Australia’s nuclear 
industry from its uranium mining 
and its participation in the nuclear 
war fi ghting policies of the US. 
If one faulty reactor can cause so 
much grief and economic harm we 
can easily see what absolute havoc 
would be unleashed on the world if 
we went onto a nuclear war.

Fukushima and Hiroshima 
have many similarities: both have 
ground zeros, civilian causalities 
of enormous numbers, and vic-
tims condemned to slow lingering 
deaths from radiation induced can-
cers. The fi ght against the nuclear 
industry and nuclear war has to 

be re-engaged this Hiroshima Day 
and the message by the Mayors of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki heeded 
rather than politely ignored. Each 
year they say “Hiroshima Never 
Again” with a few variations.

Hiroshima Day is more than a 
look at the nuclear industry: it is 
also an anti-war day and pro-peace 
day. Nuclear weapons were pro-
duced for war and have been used 
once in anger but now with many 
countries owning multiple warheads 
the risks of a nuclear war are even 
greater. The war in Afghanistan 
continues to use up the lives of 
Afghani citizens (4,000 plus) and of 
Australian soldiers (total now 28 at 

July 14) with nearly 200 seriously 
injured. On top of this the war con-
tinues to eat up about $1.3 billion 
per year and has cost us in excess 
of $10 billion so far.

The exorbitant amount of 
money spent by the Australian 
government on the military con-
tinues to rob ordinary people of 
much needed resources for housing, 
welfare, fair wages and education. 
Hiroshima Day 2011 is a time for 
all to get out and protest for an end 
to the nuclear war cycle and an end 
to war and preparation for war.
See ad on page 12 for Hiroshima 
activities in Sydney 

Australia

Asylum seeker policies 
bad news for children

Pete’s Corner

Hiroshima Day 2011 – Anti-war and pro-peace

Perth Raffle – Fantastic Prize
This great photograph by Cuban 

photographer Brayan Collazo is the 

first prize for the annual Australia Cuba 

Friendship Society Perth raffle for 2011. 

The raffle will be drawn on Saturday July 

23, 2011 at the Santiago de Cuba Carnival 

to be held at Kulcha in Fremantle. A 

celebration has been organised with local 

band Latin Fusion at KULCHA from 8pm.

For more information visit: 

www.kulcha.com.au

or send us an email to: 

acfsperth@gmail.com 

Raffle tickets are $5 each. Get as many as you can to increase your 

chances of owning this fantastic prize. Get your raffle tickets early to avoid 

disappointment. All proceeds go to support the oncology unit of Las Tunas 

provincial hospital in Cuba.
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Gillard government 
undermines equal pay case
Anna Pha

On April 16, Fair Work Australia 
(FWA) handed down a decision in 
the Australian Services Union’s 
(ASU) Equal Remuneration Case 
confi rming that the work of social, 
community and disability services 
(SACS) staff in the non-govern-
ment sector is undervalued. It 
then called for further submissions 
and discussion on the amount to 
be awarded, setting down further 
hearings for August. A submission 
made by the Labor government did 
little more than pay lip service to 
valuing the work of SACS staff.

The case affects close to 200,000 
community workers, around 80 
percent women. The services they 
provide fall into the “caring” category 
and historically are seen as “women’s 
work”. They include family support, 
disability, youth and children’s, 
women’s, drug and alcohol, home 
and community care, specialist health, 
Indigenous, tenancy and mental health 
services. They are highly qualifi ed 
and skilled professionals carrying out 
extremely responsible and important 
work for the community without cor-
responding recognition.

The original application seeking 
an average rise of around 25 percent 
(based on the Queensland equal pay 
case) was lodged on March 11, 2010. 
It took until April 16, 2011 for FWA 
to draw the conclusion that workers 
in SACS do not receive equal pay for 
work of equal or comparable value.

“We have found that employees in 
the SACS industry are predominantly 
women and are generally remunerated 
at a level below that of employees 
of state and local governments who 
perform similar work,” FWA said.

“We consider gender has been 
important in creating the gap between 
pay in the SACS industry and pay in 
comparable state and local govern-
ment employment.” But it did not 
attribute gender as the only factor. It 
pointed to other characteristics of the 
sector, including the privatisation of 
social services through competitive 
tendering which resulted in exten-
sive de-unionisation and lowering of 
wages for work that was previously 
carried out by government employees.

FWA signalled that it had no 
intention of completely fi lling the 
gap: “To the extent that the gap is 
gender-based we should take action to 
correct it if we can. This requires an 
examination of the causes or probable 
causes of the differences in rates.”

It will not compensate for 
lower wages resulting from other 
factors such as privatisation or 
de-unionisation.

It was also clear that FWA would 
phase in any equal pay increase over 
a number of years and that it would 
be infl uenced by state and federal 
government commitments or lack of 
commitment to fund any increase.

In 2009 the federal government 
signed a Heads of Agreement with the 
Australian Services Union, pledging 
support for the union’s application 
for an Equal Remuneration Order 
for SACS workers. But in its submis-
sion to FWA, the Gillard government 
argued that FWA must discount 
comparators that are not gender 
based – such as the weak capacity of 
non-government workers in SACS to 
negotiate higher wages in enterprise 
bargaining.

The government also argued that 
Fair Work Australia must consider the 
government’s strategy to return the 
budget to surplus. “If any additional 
government funding is provided, it 

would likely come at the expense of 
other government funded services,” 
the government warned. Its stand-
over tactics demonstrate a lack of any 
genuine commitment to pay equity for 
SACS workers and to the people who 
depend on their services.

Without a commitment from fed-
eral and state governments to fund an 
equal pay increase the decision means 
cuts in services and jobs in areas that 
are already chronically understaffed 
and under-resourced. The federal 
government is the largest funder of 
programs in the sector and the states 
also make signifi cant contributions.

The unions were shocked and 
disappointed by the government’s 
backdown on its original commitment. 
There is little to give them joy in the 
government’s latest submission to 
FWA. On the surface Gillard sounds 
as though she is supporting their 
case, but careful examination of the 
government’s position reveals a lack 
of support.

In last week’s submission the 
government makes a commitment 
to ‘’provide fair and appropriate 
supplementation, in consultation 
with key stakeholders, taking into 
account the fi scal implications of 
any increase as well as opportunities 
to pursue reforms for the sector…” 
“Fiscal implications” is a reference to 

achieving a budget surplus; “reforms” 
mean other cost-cutting measures such 
as cuts to federally-funded services or 
cuts by the service providers (Mission 
Australia, Salvation Army, etc) to 
fund pay rises.

The ASU case is far from won. 
The size, timing and how any increase 
is funded will depend on the campaign 
that is mounted NOW and in the 
months to come. At the moment it 
looks as though there will be a small 

step towards equal pay, phased in over 
a number of years and funded by cuts 
to services and jobs.

The pressure needs to be stepped 
up on state and federal governments if 
SACS workers are to receive anything 
more than a few token dollars and 
see equal pay yet again sidelined for 
another decade or two.
(For more information on the 
equal pay case see Guardian
May 25 Issue No 1502.) 

A submission 
made by the Labor 

government did 
little more than 

pay lip service to 
valuing the work 

of SACS staff.

Adelaide Perth

Tea workers brew 
their first collective 
agreement
Tea manufacturers in Adelaide’s 
south, some casual for up to 20 
years, have begun a campaign 
to seek permanency after joining 
the Australian Manufacturing 
Workers Union (AMWU).

The workers at Christie Tea, 
who blend and mix tea for ALDI, 
IGA and other supermarket brands, 
joined the union last year and are 
now working towards their fi rst col-
lective agreement.

Site delegate Simon Hynes said 
it was a big but important step for 
the 15 production workers. “We’ve 
never had a history of union activ-
ity at the site. But we just felt 
that something had to be done to 
improve things.

“At fi rst there were only four 
of us (AMWU members). Then all 
of a sudden they all wanted to join. 
The production workers came to me 
and asked if I had forms.”

The members want the benefi ts 
and security of being permanent. 
“I’ve taken leave without pay. I’ve 
had to save up money, put money 
aside for bills and money for the 
holiday. It’s bloody hard.

“If we were to close down or 
move interstate – we wouldn’t get 
any redundancy entitlements. Why 
have a right to casual conversion in 
the award if you can’t bloody well 
use it?”

As well as achieving permanent 
status, workers at the factory want 
to be classifi ed properly.

“There are some workers who 

can work certain machines, they 
want to be recognised for that. 
Reclassifi cation is important.

“We’d like the boss to be fair, 
he tends to pick and choose what he 
likes from the award. The workers 
have had enough - they want some-
thing to be done and they want a 
union collective agreement.”

AMWU Regional SA Secretary, 
Peter Bauer, said the company had 
refused to allow FairWork Australia 
to arbitrate the conversion to per-
manency dispute.

“Since FWA under the Award 
has no power to arbitrate this mat-
ter we’re seeking a union collec-
tive agreement and if the company 
continues to refuse we will use the 
power of the collective workers to 
get an agreement and fi x the matter 
that way as well as address employ-
ees’ classifi cations.

“We want to see the conversion 
of these workers into permanent 
employment where they want that 
security.”

He said the members had come 
a long way in a short period of 
time. “Many of our members are 
migrants. They don’t have a back-
ground in unionism, they don’t 
have a full understanding of laws 
and their entitlements but they 
do understand fairness and know 
when they are not getting treated 
properly.

“It’s good to see them become 
organised and now seek some 
action.” 
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Protestors resist 
Talisman Sabre 2011

Australia

Denis Doherty

One protestor has been arrested 
and demonstrations are taking 
place in central Queensland 
and around Australia to protest 
against Talisman Sabre, the giant 
US-Australian war games, which 
have just begun. Thousands of 
US military have arrived to take 
advantage of a training ground in 
a rainforest and reef area at the 
Shoalwater Bay Training Base near 
Rockhampton.

The exercise will last from July 
11 to 29 and eat up over $100 million 
of Australian taxpayers’ money on 
preparing for the next US attack on 
yet another country.

The Australian military is spend-
ing over $70 million per day.

This impacts Australia’s social 
fabric because money spent on sup-
porting US foreign policy and buying 
inappropriate military hardware takes 
funding away from community needs 
such as health, education, housing, 
and sustainable development.

With approximately 14,000 US 
and 8,500 Australian military per-
sonnel, Talisman Sabre is a massive 
joint military exercise. It includes 
live fi ring, explosives, urban warfare 
practice, the use of high power sonar 
and active sonobuoys, amphibious 
assaults, parachuting and land force 
manoeuvres.

The games consolidate Australia’s 
role as a supporter of US-led military 
aggression around the world and are 
a rehearsal for war.

Environmental impacts
Talisman Sabre poses high level 

toxic risks to Shoalwater Bay which 
is the largest wilderness area on the 
central Queensland coast and includes 
heritage wetlands, Indigenous sites, 
and the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park.

The war games put at risk the 
Coral, Timor and Arafura Seas, 
parts of the NT and all regions used 
as support locations and for troop 
recreation.

The military activities threaten the 
habitat of dugong and green turtles, 
dolphins and whales.

The presence of nuclear pow-
ered and nuclear weapons-capable 
ocean vessels poses a major risk to 
Shoalwater and Australia.

Talisman Sabre will use areas of 
high environmental signifi cance. This 
area of the coast was devastated by 

the fl oods of January and damaged 
again in February by cyclone Yasi.

It needs time to recover and 
repair itself, but the military have 
taken a business as usual approach 
risking further damage to world 
heritage areas.

By cancelling these war games 
the federal and state governments 
could have saved $100 million. 
This could have gone towards the 
$5 billion needed for Queensland 
reconstruction – not a huge amount 
but great step forward.

Despite petitions and appeals, 
state and federal politicians would 
not consider the possibility of call-
ing off Talisman Sabre 2011. They 
were more prepared to cut education, 
housing and environmental programs 
than touch the military.

Sinister development
This year the war games will 

involve the participation of other 
Australian and US ostensibly civil-
ian agencies.

From the Australian side the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 
AusAid, the Australian Federal 
Police and the Asia Pacifi c Civil-
Military Centre of Excellence will 
be involved.

The US agencies include 
departments of Justice, Commerce, 
Agriculture, and Homeland Security.

The US military receives so much 
money and has so much power and 
infl uence that it dominates all facets of 
government. This process of militaris-
ing all parts of government to further 
the aims of the US’s foreign policy is 
developing here too.

Militarisation
The Talisman Sabre exercises 

deepen Australia’s ties to US mili-
tary expansion in our region and US 
military activity around the world.

Hosting these war games is vis-
ible and concrete support for US 
war-making aims directed at Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Iran, Libya, North 
Korea, and Pakistan.

China’s comment
Recently General Chen from 

China’s Peoples Liberation Army 
was blunt about China’s view on US 
military exercises with the Philippines 
and Vietnam amid rising tensions 
over territorial disputes in the South 
China Sea.

“We think the timing of those 
joint exercises is inappropriate,” he 
said.

Admiral Mike Mullen, chairman 
of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
in China to promote military-to-
military ties, pointed out that such 
war games were long planned and 
small in scale.

“It’s not that diffi cult to change 
the schedule,” Chen responded.

“I know the US is still recover-
ing from the fi nancial crisis,” Chen 
commented, “But it’s still spending 
so much money on its military. Isn’t 
that placing too much pressure on 
the taxpayers?

“If the US could reduce its 
military spending a little, and spend 
more on improving the livelihood of 
the American people and doing more 
good things for the world - wouldn’t 
that be a better scenario?”

Indigenous Rights
Shoalwater Bay is the ancestral 

land of the Darambal peoples who 
have only restricted access to their 
signifi cant sites within the Training 
Area.

Return of the wilderness area to 
the Darambal people and all tradition-
al owners whose lands and seas are 
used in the war games would restore 
their rights and advance their efforts 
to care for their land and communities.

Local campaigns 
needed

It’s time to campaign for our 
taxes to be spent the way we want, 
not the way the military and politi-
cians dictate.  We need to question 
their priorities.

We need letters and campaigns 
linking spending on the military with 
local issues

We need to publicly question 
why the federal government cannot 
fund proper mental health facilities 
or drug recuperation farms but can 
afford $100 million for Talisman 
Sabre 2011!

We need to ask the same ques-
tions about schools, childcare, roads, 
public hospitals, the environment and 
much more.

Remember the government’s 
Education Revolution is costing $16.1 
billion which is a little over half of 
one year’s military spending.

The government’s Solar Flagships 
Program costs $1.5 billion which is 
three weeks military spending.

And the $414 million needed for 
light rail for inner west Sydney is just 
six days military spending.

Send letters to Defence Minister 
Stephen Smith, the Independents 
and Greens, and write letters to your 
local papers, demanding a cut in 
excessive military spending to pay 
for these important social needs in 
your community.
More information available at
anti-bases.org and 
peaceconvergence.com 

www.CPACPA.org.au

Over 12 years of articles from The Guardian

Over 7 years of Pete’s Corner

Australian Marxist Review going back to 1993

Make use of the extensive Resource Section 
which includes party documents 
& classic Communist literature

Keep up-to-date with the latest topics & campaigns

Find out about rallies, forums & socials in your area
 – bookmark the What’s On page

CHECK OUTOn Saturday July 9, Comrades of 
Sydney Central Branch manned a stall 
at Liverpool Hospital to promote the 
CPA health campaign. Response by 
the public was very encouraging and 
the information distributed (Guardian 
and fl yer) were well received. 
Although the main focus was on health 
care, concerns raised by the public 
included education, the environment, 
and privatisation. This provided an 
opportunity to discuss a range of 
alternative policies around those issues. 
To quote a member of the public: “Your 
policies are based on need. We need 
more of this. Keep up the good work. 
God bless you”.

Balloon Not Bombs

In solidarity with the Talisman Sabre 
protests, peace activists gathered 
in Sydney Town Hall Square last 

Saturday to build a tank made of 
biodegradable balloons.

Promoted as a “tank to attack 
military spending”, activists 

stressed the economic, human 
and environmental costs of war. This 

included the costs associated with 
building and maintaining a military 

force and the carrying 
out of war games.

They demanded a new approach 
to security, an end to war and war 

games, closure of US military bases, 
withdrawal of Australian troops 
from Afghanistan, and a major 

cut in Australia’s excessive military 
spending of $70 million every day.
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Michael Parenti

Imperialism has been the most powerful 
force in world history over the last four or 
fi ve centuries, carving up whole continents 
while oppressing indigenous peoples and 
obliterating entire civilisations. Yet, it is 
seldom accorded any serious attention 
by our academics, media commentators, 
and political leaders. When not ignored 
outright, the subject of imperialism has 
been sanitised, so that empires become 
“commonwealths”, and colonies become 
“territories” or “dominions” (or, as in the 
case of Puerto Rico, “commonwealths” too). 
Imperialist military interventions become 
matters of “national defence,” “national 
security,” and maintaining “stability” in 
one or another region.

Across the entire globe
By “imperialism” I mean the process where-

by the dominant politico-economic interests of 
one nation expropriate for their own enrichment 
the land, labour, raw materials, and markets of 
another people. The earliest victims of Western 
European imperialism were other Europeans. 
Some 800 years ago, Ireland became the fi rst 
colony of what later became known as the 
British Empire. A part of Ireland still remains 
under British occupation.

Other early Caucasian victims included the 
Eastern Europeans. The people Charlemagne 
worked to death in his mines in the early part 
of the ninth century were Slavs. So frequent 
and prolonged was the enslavement of Eastern 
Europeans that “Slav” became synonymous with 
servitude. Indeed, the word “slave” derives from 
“Slav.” Eastern Europe was an early source of 
capital accumulation, having become wholly 
dependent upon Western manufactures by the 
17th century.

A particularly pernicious example of intra-
European imperialism was the Nazi aggression 
during World War II, which gave the German 
business cartels and the Nazi state an opportunity 
to plunder the resources and exploit the labour 
of occupied Europe, including the slave labour 
of concentration camps.

The preponderant thrust of the European, 
North American, and Japanese imperial powers 
has been directed against Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. By the 19th century, they saw the Third 
World as not only a source of raw materials and 
slaves but a market for manufactured goods. 
By the 20th century, the industrial nations were 
exporting not only goods but capital, in the form 
of machinery, technology, investments, and 
loans. To say that we have entered the stage of 
capital export and investment is not to imply 
that the plunder of natural resources has ceased. 
If anything, the despoliation has accelerated.

Of the various notions about imperialism cir-
culating today in the United States, the dominant 
view is that it does not exist. Imperialism is not 
recognised as a legitimate concept, certainly not 
in regard to the United States. One may speak 
of “Soviet imperialism” or “19th-century British 
imperialism” but not of US imperialism.

A graduate student in political science at 
most universities in this country would not be 
granted the opportunity to research US imperial-
ism, on the grounds that such an undertaking 
would not be scholarly. While many people 
throughout the world charge the United States 
with being an imperialist power, in this country 
persons who talk of US imperialism are usually 
judged to be mouthing ideological blather.

The dynamic of 
capital expansion

Imperialism is older than capitalism. The 
Persian, Macedonian, Roman, and Mongol 
empires all existed centuries before the 
Rothschilds and Rockefellers. Emperors and 
conquistadors were interested mostly in plunder 
and tribute, gold and glory. Capitalist imperial-
ism differs from these earlier forms in the way 
it systematically accumulates capital through 
the organised exploitation of labour and the 
penetration of overseas markets.

Capitalist imperialism invests in other 
countries, transforming and dominating their 
economies, cultures, and political life, integrat-
ing their fi nancial and productive structures into 
an international system of capital accumulation. 
A central imperative of capitalism is expan-
sion. Investors will not put their money into 
business ventures unless they can extract more 
than they invest. Increased earnings come only 
with a growth in the enterprise. The capitalist 
ceaselessly searches for ways of making more 
money in order to make still more money. One 
must always invest to realise profi ts, gathering 
as much strength as possible in the face of 
competing forces and unpredictable markets.

Given its expansionist nature, capitalism has 
little inclination to stay home. Almost 150 years 
ago, Marx and Engels described a bourgeoisie 
that “chases over the whole surface of the globe. 
It must nestle everywhere, settle everywhere, 
establish connections everywhere. . . . It creates 
a world after its own image.”

The expansionists destroy whole societies. 
Self-suffi cient peoples are forcibly transformed 
into disfranchised wage workers. Indigenous 
communities and folk cultures are replaced by 
mass-market, mass-media, consumer societies. 
Cooperative lands are supplanted by agribusi-
ness factory farms, villages by desolate shanty 
towns, autonomous regions by centralised 
autocracies.

Consider one of a thousand such instances. 
A few years ago the Los Angeles Times carried 
a special report on the rainforests of Borneo in 
the South Pacifi c. By their own testimony, the 
people there lived contented lives. They hunted, 
fi shed, and raised food in their jungle orchards 
and groves.

But their entire way of life was ruth-
lessly wiped out by a few giant companies that 
destroyed the rainforest in order to harvest the 
hardwood for quick profi ts. Their lands were 
turned into ecological disaster areas and they 
themselves were transformed into disfranchised 
shantytown dwellers, forced to work for subsist-
ence wages – when fortunate enough to fi nd 
employment.

North American and European corporations 
have acquired control of more than three-fourths 
of the known mineral resources of Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America. But the pursuit of natural 
resources is not the only reason for capitalist 
overseas expansion. There is the additional need 
to cut production costs and maximise profi ts 
by investing in countries with cheaper labour 
markets. US corporate foreign investment grew 
84 percent from 1985 to 1990, the most dramatic 
increase being in cheap-labour countries like 
South Korea, Taiwan, Spain, and Singapore.

Because of low wages, low taxes, non-
existent work benefi ts, weak labour unions, and 
non-existent occupational and environmental 
protections, US corporate profi t rates in the 
Third World are 50 percent greater than in 
developed countries. Citibank, one of the largest 

US fi rms, earns about 75 percent of its profi ts 
from overseas operations.

While profi t margins at home sometimes 
have had a sluggish growth, earnings abroad 
have continued to rise dramatically, fostering 
the development of what has become known 
as the multinational or transnational corpora-
tion. Today some 400 transnational companies 
control about 80 percent of the capital assets 
of the global free market and are extending 
their grasp into the ex-communist countries of 
Eastern Europe.

Transnationals have developed a global 
production line. General Motors has factories 
that produce cars, trucks and a wide range of 
auto components in Canada, Brazil, Venezuela, 
Spain, Belgium, Yugoslavia, Nigeria, Singapore, 
Philippines, South Africa, South Korea and a 
dozen other countries. Such “multiple sourcing” 
enables GM to ride out strikes in one country 
by stepping up production in another, playing 
workers of various nations against each other in 
order to discourage wage and benefi t demands 
and undermine labour union strategies.

Not necessary, 
just compelling

Some writers question whether imperialism 
is a necessary condition for capitalism, point-
ing out that most Western capital is invested in 
Western nations, not in the Third World. If cor-
porations lost all their Third World investments, 
they argue, many of them could still survive on 
their European and North American markets. In 
response, one should note that capitalism might 
be able to survive without imperialism – but it 
shows no inclination to do so.

It manifests no desire to discard its enor-
mously profi table Third World enterprises. 
Imperialism may not be a necessary condition 
for investor survival but it seems to be an 
inherent tendency and a natural outgrowth of 
advanced capitalism. Imperial relations may 
not be the only way to pursue profi ts, but they 
are the most lucrative way. Whether imperial-
ism is necessary for capitalism is really not 
the question.

Many things that are not absolutely neces-
sary are still highly desirable, therefore strongly 
preferred and vigorously pursued. Overseas 
investors fi nd the Third World’s cheap labour, 
vital natural resources, and various other 
highly profi table conditions to be compellingly 
attractive.

Super-profi ts may not be necessary for 
capitalism’s survival but survival is not all that 
capitalists are interested in. Super-profi ts are 
strongly preferred to more modest earnings. 
That there may be no necessity between capi-
talism and imperialism does not mean there is 
no compelling linkage.

The same is true of other social dynamics. 
For instance, wealth does not necessarily have to 
lead to luxurious living. A higher portion of an 
owning class’s riches could be used for invest-
ment rather than personal consumption. The very 
wealthy could survive on more modest sums 
but that is not how most of them prefer to live.

Throughout history, wealthy classes gener-
ally have shown a preference for getting the best 
of everything. After all, the whole purpose of 
getting rich off other people’s labour is to live 
well, avoiding all forms of thankless toil and 
drudgery, enjoying superior opportunities for 
lavish life-styles, medical care, education, travel, 
recreation, security, leisure, and opportunities for 
power and prestige. While none of these things 

are really “necessary,” they are fervently clung 
to by those who possess them – as witnessed by 
the violent measures endorsed by advantaged 
classes whenever they feel the threat of an 
equalising or levelling democratic force.

Myths of underdevelopment
The impoverished lands of Asia, Africa, and 

Latin America are known to us as the “Third 
World”, to distinguish them from the “First 
World” of industrialised Europe and North 
America and the now largely defunct “Second 
World” of communist states. Third World pov-
erty, called “under-development”, is treated by 
most Western observers as an original historic 
condition. We are asked to believe that it always 
existed, that poor countries are poor because 
their lands have always been infertile or their 
people unproductive. In fact, the lands of Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America have long produced 
great treasures of foods, minerals and other 
natural resources. That is why the Europeans 
went through all the trouble to steal and plunder 
them. One does not go to poor places for self-
enrichment. The Third World is rich. Only its 
people are poor – and it is because of the pillage 
they have endured.

The process of expropriating the natural 
resources of the Third World began centuries 
ago and continues to this day. First, the colonis-
ers extracted gold, silver, furs, silks, and spices, 
then fl ax, hemp, timber, molasses, sugar, rum, 
rubber, tobacco, calico, cocoa, coffee, cotton, 
copper, coal, palm oil, tin, iron, ivory, ebony, 
and later on, oil, zinc, manganese, mercury, 
platinum, cobalt, bauxite, aluminium, and ura-
nium. Not to be overlooked is that most hellish 
of all expropriations: the abduction of millions 
of human beings into slave labour.

Through the centuries of colonisation, 
many self-serving imperialist theories have 
been spun. I was taught in school that people 
in tropical lands are slothful and do not work 
as hard as we denizens of the temperate zone. 
In fact, the inhabitants of warm climates have 
performed remarkably productive feats, building 
magnifi cent civilisations well before Europe 
emerged from the Dark Ages. And today they 
often work long, hard hours for meagre sums. 
Yet the early stereotype of the “lazy native” 
is still with us. In every capitalist society, the 
poor – both domestic and overseas – regularly 
are blamed for their own condition.

Imperialism 101 (Part 1)

If corporations lost all their Third World investments, 
they argue, many of them could still survive on their 
European and North American markets. In response, 
one should note that capitalism might be able to survive 
without imperialism – but it shows no inclination to do so.
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We hear that Third World peoples are 
culturally retarded in their attitudes, customs, 
and technical abilities. It is a convenient notion 
embraced by those who want to depict Western 
investments as a rescue operation designed to 
help backward peoples help themselves. This 
myth of “cultural backwardness” goes back to 
ancient times, when conquerors used it to justify 
enslaving indigenous peoples. It was used by 
European colonisers over the last fi ve centuries 
for the same purpose.

What cultural supremacy could be claimed 
by the Europeans of yore? From the 15th to 
19th centuries Europe was “ahead” in a vari-
ety of things, such as the number of hangings, 
murders, and other violent crimes; instances 
of venereal disease, smallpox, typhoid, tuber-
culosis, plagues, and other bodily affl ictions; 
social inequality and poverty (both urban and 
rural); mistreatment of women and children; 
and frequency of famines, slavery, prostitution, 
piracy, religious massacres, and inquisitional 
torture. Those who claim the West has been the 
most advanced civilisation should keep such 
“achievements” in mind.

More seriously, we might note that Europe 
enjoyed a telling advantage in navigation and 
armaments. Muskets and cannon, Gatling guns 
and gunboats, and today missiles, helicopter 
gunships, and fi ghter bombers have been the 
deciding factors when West meets East and 
North meets South. Superior fi repower, not 
superior culture, has brought the Europeans and 
Euro-North Americans to positions of supremacy 
that today are still maintained by force, though 
not by force alone.

It was said that colonised peoples were 
biologically backward and less evolved than 
their colonisers. Their “savagery” and “lower” 
level of cultural evolution were emblematic of 
their inferior genetic evolution. But were they 
culturally inferior?

In many parts of what is now considered 
the Third World, people developed impressive 
skills in architecture, horticulture, crafts, hunt-
ing, fi shing, midwifery, medicine, and other 
such things.

Their social customs were often far more 
gracious and humane and less autocratic and 
repressive than anything found in Europe at 
that time. Of course we must not romanticise 
these indigenous societies, some of which had 
a number of cruel and unusual practices of 

their own. But generally, their peoples enjoyed 
healthier, happier lives, with more leisure time, 
than did most of Europe’s inhabitants.

Other theories enjoy wide currency. We hear 
that Third World poverty is due to overpopula-
tion, too many people having too many children 
to feed. Actually, over the last several centuries, 
many Third World lands have been less densely 
populated than certain parts of Europe. India has 
fewer people per acre – but more poverty – than 
Holland, Wales, England, Japan, Italy, and a 
few other industrial countries. Furthermore, it 
is the industrialised nations of the First World, 
not the poor ones of the Third, that devour some 
80 percent of the world’s resources and pose the 
greatest threat to the planet’s ecology.

This is not to deny that overpopulation is a 
real problem for the planet’s ecosphere. Limiting 
population growth in all nations would help the 
global environment but it would not solve the 
problems of the poor – because overpopulation 
in itself is not the cause of poverty but one of 
its effects. The poor tend to have large families 
because children are a source of family labour 
and income and a support during old age.

Frances Moore Lappe and Rachel Schurman 
found that of 70 Third World countries, there 
were six – China, Sri Lanka, Colombia, Chile, 
Burma, and Cuba – and the state of Kerala in 
India that had managed to lower their birth rates 
by one third. They enjoyed neither dramatic 
industrial expansion nor high per capita incomes 
nor extensive family planning programs. The 
factors they had in common were public educa-
tion and health care, a reduction of economic 
inequality, improvements in women’s rights, 
food subsidies, and in some cases land reform. In 
other words, fertility rates were lowered not by 
capitalist investments and economic growth as 
such but by socio-economic betterment, even of 
a modest scale, accompanied by the emergence 
of women’s rights.
Next week part 2: “Artificially converted to 
poverty”. These two parts are chapter 1 
of Against Empire by Michael Parenti
Parenti is an internationally known, 
award-winning author and lecturer. 
He is one of the nation’s leading 
progressive political analysts. His highly 
informative and entertaining books and 
talks have reached a wide range of 
audiences in North America and abroad. 
michaelparenti.org 
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The world 
as it should be

On the death of my son
In memory of Buck E Albright
Killed in action in South Vietnam
Friday, May 23, 1969

This is no way for youths with dreams
To die. Those eyes so full of wonder
And of love for all. Eyes that saw
Beauty and the hope that still exists
Amidst the hell of hate and prejudice.
Hands that could draw and paint
This world – now stilled forever.

He was an artist grinning at the world,
Laughing at truths behind the moneyed lies.
And now there’s just the world and he is gone.
How youth is killed – that is unspeakable.
Only the fact should be announced.

The only hope is that the village
in which he died will live again,
And seated upon the green and blooming
Earth, parents will tell their children
Of the war, and of the enemy who died there,
A gentle cover for his terrible wounds.

Robert Albright

You behold serious division.
Must make a logical conjunction
You decide science or religion.
Running to the God creation
You can’t escape evolution.
Need to make an exception
You are part of the motion.
Try and hold back the notion
You will only create confusion.
Facts in evidence need submission
You should show some devotion.
Why deny natural selection
You see it’s about adaptation.
Made clear by observation
You can make the distinction.
Of this and the other explanation
You know god is delusion.
Made up of disinformation
You can overcome superstition.
It’s only religious exaggeration
You might have a moral connection.
 
Greater than that is repression
You feel bound by tradition.
Break the shackles of oppression
You must change current condition.
Design a free future generation
You got desire for human unifi cation.
Want to take a step for contribution
You follow the science Revolution.
Move forward to Collaboration
Maybe we can come to realisation
Then to social class cancellation

Achieve equality in civilisation
End the bourgeoisie corruption
Put Marx’s theory to experimentation
Communism without the capitalist 

confrontation
They claim the poor will lose intuition
What greater false accusation
They make billions, still in continuation
Their greed is beyond comprehension
They try to use Darwin in their 

Indoctrination
Saying survival of the fi ttest is our 

contemplation
They forget the essence of evolution
It’s more or less trying to reach 

perfection

Can’t stop it, communism is its 
resolution

In all the ideologies it’s the ideal 
conclusion

Where are we heading try 
Visualisation

You’ll be able to if you have great 
imagination

John Lennon’s song is its Simplifi cation
To speak of this ask why the 

assassination
Then you’ll understand my poem
From start to its fi nalisation

Adnan Talabani
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The US economic blockade against 
Cuba, which has lasted 50 years, 
targets people. As explained by a 
State Department offi cial in the 
Eisenhower era: the aim is “for a 
line of action that ... would achieve 
major progress in denying Cuba 
money and supplies [and] thereby 
cause hunger, desperation, and the 
collapse of the government.”

The Cuban people thus became 
pawns, many say, in order to undo a 
revolutionary movement that, fi ght-
ing for national independence and 
social justice, had put an end to a 
corrupt, murderous, US-supported 
dictatorship. The cruelty of a blockade 
restricting goods needed for human 
survival and the lawlessness of attacks 
on Cuba’s national sovereignty have 
been widely condemned. The human 
rights group Pastors for Peace and 
its leader, the late Reverend Lucius 
Walker, led in pointing out that such 
US policies aimed at causing human 
suffering are immoral.

But Pastors for Peace and its 
supporters have taken action. During 
early July this year, buses loaded 
with donated aid material followed 
routes across the United States south 
to McAllen, Texas. Along the way, 
supporters got on board to go to 
Cuba, in the process participating 

in 130 solidarity events where Cuba 
and the blockade were discussed, 
new supplies taken aboard, and purse 
strings opened up. On July 21 the 
entire “Friendshipment Caravan” will 
proceed from McAllen to Tampico, 
Mexico, where the donated supplies 
and buses will be loaded onto a ship 
bound for Cuba. A Cuban airliner 
will take the travellers to Cuba for 
a week of educational and solidarity 
activities.

The Friendshipment Caravans 
began some two decades ago. By 
1992 the collapse of the Soviet bloc 
had caused terrible shortages in Cuba. 
The US government took advantage 
of that occasion to block companies 
throughout the world with even 
fl imsy US connections from sending 
food and medical supplies to Cuba. 
Pastors for Peace responded with its 
fi rst Friendshipment.

Objecting to the entire policy of 
blockade, Pastors for Peace refuses 
to secure licenses required for the 
delivery of humanitarian aid to Cuba. 
And Friendshipment travelers visit 
the island without authorization. One 
need not ask permission to help out a 
neighbour, Reverend Walker used to 
say. He characterised the campaign as 
a “people’s foreign policy.”

The Maine Cuba solidarity group 
Let Cuba Live has participated in all 
22 Friendshipment caravans. Indeed, 

the caravans have gone ahead entirely 
through the involvement of similar 
groups throughout the United States 
and Canada. The Caravane d’Amitie 
Quebec-Cuba, for example, has 
supported the last 17 caravans, all 
in conjunction with Let Cuba Live. 
This year both groups once more 
collected donated medical, education, 
and construction materials. Let Cuba 
Live held educational and fund raising 
events complete with food and music 
and provided support for three Maine 
people going to Cuba this year with 
the Friendshipment Caravan. Dozens 
of other Mainers have visited Cuba 
in the same way.

On July 2, Let Cuba Live people 
joined 35 activists from Montreal and 
Quebec City outside the Hotel de Ville 
in Coaticook, Quebec. The Montreal 
contingent had arrived on a labor 
union bus. Canadian media inter-
viewed members of both groups. The 
bi-national solidarity effort eventually 

moved on to the nearby US border 
station in Norton, Vermont, where 
Mainers and Quebecers together pre-
sented boxes of Quebec aid material 
to US border authorities.

This time, the US offi cials facili-
tated easy transfer into the United 
State of supplies they knew were 
destined for Cuba. On earlier cross-
ings, activists of the two countries had 
resisted US harassment and confi sca-
tions. Let Cuba Live representatives 
on hand this year heard one US 
offi cial express relief at not having 
to deal with such unruliness. Moved 
apparently by the unhappy memory, 
he seemed to be offering assurance 
that future crossings of suspect goods 
would pass through without problems. 
“See you next year!” he said as the 
fully loaded Maine vehicles headed 
south.

A day later, Let Cuba Live 
gathered aid material in an event 
on the Green in Brunswick, Maine. 

Construction materials and devices 
used in deaf people’s education were 
added to other supplies contributed 
from Maine and Quebec. On July 6, 
the entire collection was moved by 
truck and trailer to Massachusetts 
where, at a solidarity event in 
Cambridge, all of it ended up on a 
Friendshipment bus. The three Maine 
participants got on board there.

At Let Cuba Live public gather-
ings during the month, speakers raised 
the case of the Cuban Five political 
prisoners. Those in attendance were 
urged to sign a petition calling upon 
President Obama to free from jail 
those Cuban men defending their 
people from terrorism. Later on, a 
Let Cuba Live representative assist-
ing at Caravan gatherings in the 
Carolinas again sought signatures for 
the petition, which is accessible at the 
People’s World homepage.
People’s World 

Friendshipment 
en route to Cuba

India
Resistance grows against 
new nuke facilities
After the nuclear catastrophe in 
Fukushima, Japan, the security as 
well as the future of nuclear power 
reactors the world over has come 
into serious question. A prelimi-
nary examination of the Jaitapur 
Nuclear Power Project (JNPP) 
shows that none of the basic issues 
related to the project have been 
addressed by the government.

There is no scientifi c, technical 
or economic justifi cation for the 
project which is going to adversely 
affect the livelihood of thousands 
of people, and cause unimaginable 
damage to biodiversity and environ-
ment in the area. Yet it is apparently 
being pushed for purely political 
considerations, in the wake of the 
now discredited Indo-US Nuclear 
Deal.

The Left parties – the CPI(M), 
the CPI and the PWP fi rmly believe 
that the safety of the Indian people 
is paramount, and are therefore 
fi rmly opposed to the JNPP. 
We strongly condemn the man-
ner in which the government of 
Maharashtra and the Nuclear Power 
Corporation of India (NPCIL) have 
used force to acquire land for the 
project and have started preliminary 
works in the proposed project area 
against the will of the people.

What is even more condem-
nable is the manner in which the 
government has trampled upon the 
democratic rights of the project 
affected people, and resorted to 
brute force to cow them. Already 
two young men have been mar-
tyred and several people includ-
ing women, children and elderly 
people have been injured during 
the last few months. False police 
cases have been put on them to 
break their resistance to the proj-
ect. We salute their courage and 
resilience. The Left parties will 
organise political resistance not 
just in Maharashtra but all across 
the country to support the people’s 
struggle to ensure that the gov-
ernment withdraws the project 
forthwith.

A high level delegation of 
the three Left Parties, includ-
ing the General Secretary of 
the CPI(M) Prakash Karat, the 
National Secretary of the CPI 
and Rajya Sabha MP D Raja and 
Tapan Sen, General Secretary of 
the Centre of Indian Trade Unions 
and Rajya Sabha MP visited the 
JNPP site. They were accompa-
nied by other Left leaders from 
Maharashtra including the PWP 
MLA Dhairyasheel Patil.

The delegation met the par-
ents and widow of Tabrez Sayekar 
who died in police fi ring in April. 
They condemned the Maharashtra 
government for having failed to 
give the family of the two martyrs 
any compensation. They assured 
the people of the project affected 
villages that their struggle would 
be taken up at the national level. 
Comrade Prakash Karat announced 
that the Left Parties would take 
the initiative to form a National 
Committee of political parties 
and organizations to spearhead 
the  struggle to scrap the project.

We also strongly con-
demn the manner in which 
the meeting organised by the 
Konkan  Vinashkari Prakalp 
Virodhi Samiti was disrupted 
by anti-social elements owing 
allegiance to the Congress Party. 
Instead of being mere bystanders, 
the police should have stepped 
in immediately to stop them. We 
demand strong punitive action 
against such anti-democratic forces.
Ashok Dhawale, 
Secretary, Maharashtra State 
Committee, CPI(M)
Narayan Ghagre, 
Secretary, Maharashtra State 
Council, CPI 

Chilean students 
repressed on 
another day of 
protest
SANTIAGO de Chile: Police last 
week used teargas and water can-
nons in the vicinity of La Moneda 
presidential palace to disperse 
a demonstration which brought 
together thousands of young 
Chileans who are calling on the 
Sebastián Piñera government to 
provide quality education free of 
charge.

In addition to water cannons 
and teargas, the forces deployed 
against the students included police 
infantry, mounted police battalions 
and units with dogs.

The mobilisation, rejecting the 
idea that private companies should 
profi t from school and university 

education, was supported by work-
ers and teachers.

The protestors are against 
Piñera’s plans which include a 
fund of US$4 billion, an 80 per-
cent increase in scholarships and 
the reduction of interest on private 
credits to cover university fees.

Camila Vallejo, leader of the 
Chilean Students Federation, said 
that with their mobilisation stu-
dents are seeking to reaffi rm their 
commitment to press ahead with 
demands for a public education sys-
tem of quality, democratic and plu-
ralist, as defended by the Chilean 
people.
Granma 

Adelaide
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“Read All About It!” You could 
not read all about it! The media 
was full of reports about how 
happy stock market days were 
here again. After a stormy start, 
June closed and July began with 
US benchmark indexes racking up 
their biggest weekly gains in two 
years on good news: the US manu-
facturing index had unexpectedly 
risen, and the beleaguered debt-
burdened Greeks were bailed out 
yet again – piling un-payable new 
debt on top of un-payable old debt.

Yes, there was some concern, but, 
as The New York Times reported on 
June 25, “Two years into the offi cial 
recovery, the economy is still behav-
ing like a plane taxiing indefi nitely 
on the runway. Few economists are 
predicting an out-and-out return 
to recession … analysts generally 
expect the economy to pick up in the 
second half.”

The economists were forecasting 
strong job growth for June. But two 
weeks later, when the numbers came 
in, the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
reported that only 18,000 jobs had 
been created – not the 125,000 jobs 
projected … by those same econo-
mists who were also not “predicting 
an out-and-out return to recession.”

Accordingly, without missing a 
beat, the Times changed its tune – 
writing new words to replace the old 
words they would never be forced 
to eat:

“Feeble Job Numbers Show 
Recovery Starting to Stall”;

“Defying Economists Forecast 
for Hiring, Unemployment Creeps 
Up to 9.2%”.

For the second consecutive 
month, employers added scarcely any 
jobs in June, startling evidence that 

the economic recovery is stumbling. 
The government also revised down-
ward the small gain for the previous 
month to 25,000 new jobs, less than 
half the original estimate. (The New 
York Times, July 9, 2011)

“Dismal Jobs Data Rock US 
Recovery” and “Worries Grow Over 
Jobs,” read the respective headlines 
in the Financial Times and Wall Street 
Journal on July 9, dissipating the air 
of optimism that had recently rallied 
equity markets.

Employment
More than factory orders, GDP, 

corporate profi ts, retail sales, durable 
goods … employment was the one 
big number that counted. There was 
no way to spin the consequences of 
18,000 mostly low paying health care 
and hospitality jobs into the hopeful 
message implied by the 125,000 jobs 
forecast by most economists.

The equation was simple; the 
more people out of work, the less they 
consume. And in the United States, 
where consumer spending accounts 
for an estimated 70 percent of the 
GDP, without increased consumer 
spending, the economy was again 
recession bound.

Virtually overnight, one dire 
employment report unravelled two 
years’ worth of government spin and 
media complicity. In April 2010, Vice 
President Joseph Biden promised, 
“We’re going to be creating between 
250,000 jobs a month and 500,000 
jobs a month”. And in August 2010, 
Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner 
declared that the “actions we took at 
its height [of the crisis] to stimulate 
the economy helped arrest the freefall, 
preventing an even deeper collapse 
and putting the economy on the road 
to recovery.”

But almost a year later, talking 

on Meet the Press, two days after 
the devastating employment data was 
released, the new, revised Geithner 
forecast was, “Oh, I think it’s [the 
recovery] going to take a long time 
still. This is a very tough economy. 
And I think for a lot of people it’s 
going to be – it’s going to feel very 
hard, harder than anything they’ve 
experienced in their lifetime now, for 
some time to come.”

Like the Biden boast long-buried 
and un-exhumed, the Geithner state-
ment, a direct contradiction of his 
former projection went unchallenged, 
given the usual free pass by the Meet 
the Press Presstitutes.

There was, and is, no “return to 
recession”. As The Trends Research 
Institute had been forecasting since 
the onset of the Great Recession and 
the “Panic of ’08,” all those “bold 

actions” proudly cited by Geithner 
were no more than fi nancial Prozac 
– multi-trillion-dollar band-aids, 
palliatives, placebos and cover-ups 
packaged as TARP, the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, QE2, 
and so on. At best, the “bold actions” 
merely guided the Great Recession 
into a brief remission, and that is all.

Global
It was a cover-up, not a recovery. 

And while the US may have been the 
fi rst, it was not the only nation to try 
to fraudulently fi nagle its way out 
of a crisis and into prosperity. Like 
the US bailouts, the Greek survival 
package – praised as an important 
stopgap success only last week – has 
neither guaranteed keeping the Greek 
banking system afl oat nor guaranteed 
it won’t default.

Now Italy has caught the conta-
gion. Fattest of the PIIGS (acronym 
for Portugal, Ireland, Italy, Greece 
and Spain) – the eurozone’s third 
largest economy – with its 120 per-
cent public debt to GDP ratio, Italy is 
bleeding red ink all over its balance 
sheet. Borrowing more to service its 
debt load and imposing draconian 
austerity measures to rein in govern-
ment spending will, at best, provide a 
respite from the fi nancial crisis … or, 
at worst, foment a revolution.

Then there’s China, who panicked 
when the “Panic of 08” blew out their 
export driven economy, and, like the 
West, used cheap credit and huge 
stimulus packages to prevent a major 
economic contraction. While China’s 
crisis differs from the West’s in that 
it has large currency reserves and its 
debt is home-grown and home-loaned, 
it’s still debt and has to be repaid.

And unlike the West, which 
pumped trillions into just keeping its 
economies afl oat, the Chinese multi-
trillion yuan infusions have created 
an immense, ready-to-pop property 
bubble. But this time, like the West, 
there will be no available fi scal or 
monetary government policies to re-
infl ate their faltering economy.

And as goes the US, Europe 
and China – so goes the rest of the 
world. From India to Israel, Brazil 
to Bangladesh, Chile to Russia, no 
nation will escape the economic fall-
out and few will escape the political 
consequences.

Yet, despite the widely available 
economic facts and the ample evi-
dence of faulty forecasts and failed 
government policies, the mainstream 
media continues to sell the public 
the big lie. By providing cover for 
the politicians and fi nanciers, the 
Presstitutes of the world – with their 
stable of “well respected” pundits 
– are accomplices in promoting the 
egregiously transparent cover-up as 
a “recovery”.

After descending to US$1,480 
less than two weeks ago, as this 
is written, gold is flirting with 
US$1,600. We see this surge as a 
recognition of the greater fi nancial 
and socio-economic collapse we have 
been forecasting since the onset of 
the “Panic of ’08”. We hold to our 
forecast of “Gold US$2,000,” and 
depending on how the coming crisis 
unfolds and the responses to it made 
by governments and central banks, 
US$2,000 may prove but a temporary 
ceiling before climbing higher.
Information Clearing House 

Piigs, Presstitutes and 
the global meltdown

South Korean crackdown 
on peace activists
Last week undercover police offi c-
ers came to Gangjeong village in 
South Korea and arrested three 
major leaders of the peaceful 
resistance: Village Chief Kang 
Dong-Kyun, renowned peace activ-
ist Brother Song Kang-Ho, and 
base opposition leader Ko Kwon-Il.

The South Korean Navy and 
Minister of Justice Lee Gui Nam 
also issued a threat to Kang Dong-
Kyun and 76 other villagers, peace 
activists and civil society organisa-
tions for blocking the construction 
of a naval base on Jeju Island. It 
specifi es the following:

(1) These 77 individuals are 
banned from getting into the public 
waters or land near the Joongduk 
coastline where the naval base will 
be constructed.

(2) The notice bans the staff 
and volunteers from fi ve civil 
society organisations – Peace-Life 
Association, Jeju Environmental 
Association, SPARK, Frontiers, and 
Gangjeong Village Association – 
from entering the public waters and 
land near the naval base site.

(3) All facilities from the resis-
tance site must be removed within 
seven days.

(4) In the case that the facili-
ties are not removed, the Navy and 

Minister of Justice will charge the 
village leader Mr Kang for remov-
ing these facilities.

(5) Mr Kang will be responsible 
for paying the Navy 5,000,000 
Won (US$5,000) for each case of 
violation.

The South Korean military 
is trying to quash the resistance 
by arresting its leaders and incit-
ing fear among villagers who are 
fi ghting for their land, community 
and livelihoods. As one of activist 
wrote, “I feel the martial law atmo-
sphere here.”

The truth is the villagers 
and their leaders are not alone. 
There is a growing tide of people 
from throughout the Korean 

peninsula and around the world 
who are behind them. We must let 
them know we are backing them by 
spreading this information – far and 
wide – and quickly.

Please keep forwarding the peti-
tion to your friends and family.

We must not let the Lee Myung 
Bak regime repress democracy. 
We must not let their attempts at 
intimidation dampen the hope that 
has inspired so many people around 
the world to act for peace. We must 
remain fi rm in our resolve to sup-
port the courageous villagers in 
Gangjeong who are standing up to 
their military and government. We 
must join them in saying, “No Base 
on Jeju Island.” 

Broken Hill
Hiroshima Day event

Broken Hill Community Voices
Broken Hill Community Voices will be singing songs to raise awareness 

about Hiroshima Day and the dangers posed not just by nuclear 
weapons, but also by nuclear power reactors. The choir sings a range 
of social justice songs and world music. At this event there will be a 

particular focus on peace songs, such as the moving song “Sadako from 
Hiroshima” by Australian songwriter, Robin Mann.

Come along and learn how to make a paper crane!

3:00pm Saturday August 6
Bells Milk Bar

Patton Street (opposite the park) South Broken Hill

To sign on visit: 
signon.org/sign/save-jeju-island-no-naval

If you do not have internet connection, then write to:

President Lee Myung Bak
c/o Embassy of Republic of Korea
113 Empire Circuit
Yarralumla ACT 2600, Australia

Fax: (61) 02 6273-4839 Email: polres@korea.org.au.

Visit savejejuisland.org
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No rationality when it 
comes to profits

The federal government has suc-
ceeded in making a mockery of the 
Australian public yet again. With a 
plethora of explicit documentation 
of the barbaric and cruel deaths 
exported cattle are exposed to, 
the government has succumbed 
to Meat and Livestock Australia’s 
(MLA) protests, allowing 180,000 
Australia cattle to be exported to 
Indonesian abattoirs immediately. 
Rationality would have me believe 
that improvements regarding the 
treatment of cattle would have had 
to occur in order for the ban to be 
lifted. Unfortunately, one should 
never assume rationality, especially 
concerning the federal government 
and corporate profi t.

There have been no signifi cant 
changes regarding the treatment 
of Australian cattle in Indonesia; 
no mandatory stunning, no moni-
toring system, no training, noth-
ing. Australian veterinarians and 

inspectors were denied access to 
the 600 abattoirs which “process” 
Australian cattle so the true abat-
toir conditions remain unknown. 
Agriculture Minister Joe Ludwig has 
even gone on record stating that he 
is unable to guarantee that cattle will 
not be tortured in the manner which 
was documented on Four Corners.

He also pathetically stated that 
stunning would still not be required, 
only encouraged. The haste in which 
the government crumbles to the MLA 
and the so-called “cattle farmers” 
is slightly disturbing. During the 
ban, members of the cattle industry 
attempted to appeal to Australians’ 
compassion by stating that they 
were going to have to begin kill-
ing their cattle and that the loss of 
income would be detrimental to their 
livelihood.

Firstly, to be shot at point blank 
is a far better death than the agonis-
ing sadistic method occurring in 
Indonesian abattoirs. Regarding loss 
of income, the MLA has a contin-
gency account which is collected 
for redistribution to farmers during 
periods of economical uncertainty. 
No funds were distributed during this 
period, further evidence the mindset 
of the MLA board; profi ts above all!

There is no disputing that the 
Australian economy is reliant on the 
cattle industry but to what end? In 
this day and age, we have the technol-
ogy to ensure slaughter is quick and 
painless and yet by lifting the ban, 
our government approves of methods 

which infl ict excruciating pain onto 
animals. This is an embarrassment to 
the Australian public.

As an Australian consumer, I no 
longer wish to support an industry 
with such indifference to torture.

Nicky Lee Seigo
Sydney

Clean, renewable 
energies the answer
The carbon tax will not make the 
world a better place by 2050. The 
economical equations, and the 
modelling, do not support this 
objective. Two percent of GDP, 
minimum, preferably 10 percent, 
is required to be invested in the 
transition to genuinely clean and 
renewable energies. This is not 
happening.

What has been proposed by the 
ALP and the Greens actually locks 
humanity into a piecemeal process 
that, similar to Aboriginal dispar-
ity, does not close gap but rather 
widens it.

The $18,000 tax free threshold 
is long overdue for Australians, and 
the fact that one million of our poor-
est folk will not be encumbered by 
lodging tax assessments is genuine 
reform. However this is tax reform. 
What the ALP and the Greens have 
done is couple tax reform, some of it 
good, with a carbon price for polluters 
when they do not go hand in hand.

The argument that merely penal-
ising carbon polluters is working in 
other parts of the world as Christine 
Milne would like us to believe, for 
instance the UK, is not true. It does 
not work, and these claims about how 
things are better in Europe, one the 
world’s greatest polluters and most 
unsustainable, economies, have to 
stop.

If we are not prepared to disburse 
an appropriate percentage of GDP into 
energy systems transformations then 
we need to invest in how we are going 
to deal with the pending effects of the 
future that the ALP, the Coalition and 
the Greens are in a hostile denial with 
their grandstanding and deception 
and to be fair to them with their lack 
of expertise.

End of the century the world 
will be at least two degrees warmer, 
and emissions more than they have 
ever been.

Gerry Georgatos
WA

The unemployed not 
just numbers

A wise man once said that there 
are lies, damn lies and statistics. 
I thought of this when reading 
The Guardian editorial (July 6) on 
unemployment.

It is very easy to put percentage 
fi gures on a piece of paper, but the 
unemployed are not just numbers, 
they are flesh and blood human 
beings. Under capitalism there are a 
number of causes of unemployment, 
deindustrialisation is one of them.

I can think of at least two areas 
where more jobs can be created. 
Cattlemen are crying about the export 
ban on cattle to Indonesia. Well why 
can’t more abattoirs be opened here 
in Australia to create work and reduce 
the price of meat. Go into any butch-
ers shop and see the price of meat, a 
main source of protein, it is through 
the roof.

Another area is furniture manu-
facturing that has virtually disap-
peared in the face of cheap imports. 
Look round any furniture store and 
see the rubbish up for sale. There 
is soft wood sprayed to look like 

hardwood, mouldings straight off a 
machine without being sanded. Surely 
Australians could provide better qual-
ity furniture than this.

But this is all part of the lowering 
of the quality of life that will continue 
in the last days of capitalism.

Ron Barrett
Sydney

Showing his true 
colours

Tony Abbot has shown his true col-
ours in his response to the Climate 
Change compensation package 
announced by the government. 
Faced with the inevitability of the 
program going ahead, he fell back 
on complaining about “redistribu-
tion” and “socialism”. These are 
not words he generally uses, he is 
usually careful not to allow himself 
to sound like an extremist, but this 
time he slipped.

Tony Abbott never really had 
a position on climate change, and 
he still doesn’t. Because he doesn’t 
have a position himself, he has easily 
become captive of the extreme fringe 
of the Liberal Party who will oppose 
any new government action simply 
based on their strange ideology.

The Opposition leader will fi nd 
that his relevance on this issue and 
others, like the national broadband 
network, will steadily slide if he 
remains the captive of the extreme 
right ideology and fails to determine 
his own position.

Tony Abbott was elected leader of 
the Opposition because he is a colour-
ful character. But being colourful only 
lasts so long. Eventually people want 
to know what you stand for.

Sean David Burke
WA

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Welcome 
to the 
Fourth 
Reich 
The Right in the US, in the 
form of the Republican Party, is 
conducting a sustained attack on 
the Obama administration, with 
their focal point being the US 
defi cit. The Right is demanding 
that urgent action be taken to cut 
the defi cit, by dropping all manner 
of projects that serve the public.

The Right does not seek any cuts 
to the country’s bloated military bud-
get, or to any of its numerous “secu-
rity” or intelligence agency budgets. 
No cuts are proposed in the escalating 
number of prisons and prisoners.

The bourgeois media in the US 
is falling over itself to proclaim the 
seriousness of the “debt crisis”, or 
the “fi scal crisis” or simply (uttered 
in a doom-laden voice): the Defi cit.

So general is this chorus of 
economic doom that saner voices, 
like that of James K Galbraith of 
the University of Texas in Austin, 
simply cannot get heard. Galbraith 

says “What fi scal crisis? The great 
unasked question in this summer of 
sound-and-fury is ‘why?’

“The United States has many 
problems at the moment: a high-
and-stubborn unemployment rate, a 
foreclosure catastrophe, a slowing 
economy that has not recovered and 
will not recover from the Great Crisis, 
and the ongoing challenges of infra-
structure, energy and climate change.

“But fi scal crisis? The entire thing 
is a fi gment, made up of wise-men’s 
warnings repeated endlessly and 
linked to the projections of technicians 
at the Congressional Budget Offi ce 
and elsewhere.”

Galbraith is not alone in rejecting 
the “fi scal crisis” argument, but the 
bourgeois controlled media are only 
too willing to promote the idea that 
the people must “tighten their belts” 
to help “overcome the crisis”.

However, for the American public 
the aspect of Obama’s policies that 
will likely sink his presidency is not 
the defi cit but unemployment. Offi cial 
Washington may not be talking about 
unemployment (and it certainly is 
not), but the American people are.

The offi cial US jobs report issued 
on July 8 reported that US employers 
created the fewest number of jobs in 
nine months, a result so dismal that 
stock market indexes fell sharply. The 
18,000 net jobs created in June were 
a fraction of what many bourgeois 
economists had confi dently expected 
and certainly dampened hopes that 
the economy was improving (though 
where they got that hope from the 
Devil only knows).

There was no joy for those who 
pin their hopes on the private sector 
either: private companies added jobs 
at the slowest pace in more than a 
year. In fact, the offi cial unemploy-
ment rate edged up to 9.2 percent, its 
highest level this year.

A broader (and more accurate) 
measure of weakness in the labour 
market was even worse. Among 

Americans who want to work, 16.2 
percent are either unemployed or 
unable to fi nd full-time jobs. That was 
up from 15.8 percent in May.

“There’s just a lot more evidence 
than before that we’re in an extended 
weak patch,” said Brian Gendreau, 
market strategist for Cetera Financial 
Group. (Brian is clearly a master of 
the bleedin’ obvious.)

But while American politicians 
avoid talking about unemployment, 
the American people are all too aware 
that the situation is deteriorating dra-
matically. Nor are they impressed by 
revelations that a company headed 
by Jeff Immelt, the chairman of the 
President’s Council on Jobs and 
Competitiveness, paid no taxes at all 
last year and not only shed domestic 
jobs but added staff overseas.

That kind of revelation prompted 
the comment from one disgruntled 
internet user: “There are plenty of 
jobs working for American companies 
overseas. America has been sold out.”

Another commented that 
“Obama’s proposed debt ceiling 
solutions – to cut Social Security, 
Medicare and other popular programs 
– will result in even higher rates of 
unemployment than the US has expe-
rienced in 75 years. That is why they 
are not talking about unemployment. 
Obama is on track to create as much 
unemployment as Herbert Hoover 
created.”

An attempt by one reader to say 
that Obama was not responsible for 
unemployment copped a real blast 
from other readers: “Obama is respon-
sible for many issues. He expanded 
Bush’s wars, he gave a pass on single 
payer, he has never listened to his 
base and has thrown us under the bus 
many times.

“My question is why he is not 
listening to the majority of Americans, 
who want NO cuts to any of these 
programs? Why didn’t he adopt the 
Progressive Caucus budget which 
would have balanced the budget 

in 2015 with nothing cut from the 
safety net. Is Obama clueless? Is 
he taking us all for granted that the 
GOP (Republicans) will have such 
a horrible candidate we will have to 
vote for him?

“Are we being played for suck-
ers? Are we being bamboozled and 
hoodwinked by this President ... when 
was the last time you heard the AFL-
CIO or SEIU or any union meeting 
with the president? What the hell does 
that tell you?

“Obama will sell us out just like 
he did on health care, war, and on 
immigration. He is worse than Bush 
because he is deporting more ille-
gals than Bush ever thought of. He 
continues with Gitmo and military 
tribunals ... and the worst of it is, he 
comes before us to speak to us ... and 
tells us nothing. We don’t know what 
the hell he is going to cut ... or what 
secret deal he is making ...

“What will you do if he agrees 
to cut these safety nets, tell me, cuz 
I am sick of both parties ... playing 

the people through fear and ignorance 
... and where is all that transparency 
he promised ... we have been had 
big time.”

Finally, this comment from 
another Internet user: “Wake up, folks: 
permanent unemployment is slow 
genocide. Like cutting Social Security 
and Medicaid (which kills elderly 
and disabled people), or terminating 
Medicaid (which kills impoverished 
people), it exterminates America’s 
surplus population: those of us no 
longer exploitable for profi t.

“As for those who refuse to die 
quietly – those forced to crime to feed 
and shelter their dependents – there’s 
prison and slavery. Which gives the 
Ruling Class free labor – the most 
obscene profi t of all. And it’s all 
done without the political odium of 
Third Reich concentration camps. 
Such is the propagandistic genius of 
capitalism, the Ayn Rand cunning of 
US politicians whether Democrat or 
Republican. Welcome to the Fourth 
Reich.” 

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
Write a letter to the Editor
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July 22
ALP IN BED WITH NEWS LTD – DEMONISING 
THE GREENS & THE BDS OVER ISRAEL & PALESTINE
Lee Rhiannon, Greens Senator; 
Antony Loewenstein, author My Israel Question

July 29
TEA PARTY POLITICS – 
IMPLICATIONS FOR USA & AUSTRALIA
Brendon O'Connor, A/Prof, US Studies Centre, Sydney Uni; 
James Curran, Dr, Dept History, Sydney Uni

August 5
LIBYA, SYRIA, YEMEN: THE RIGHT TO INTERVENE; 
THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT?
Alistair Gee, Exec Director, Act for Peace; 
Jake Lynch, Dr, Director, Centre Peace & Confl ict Studies, Sydney Uni

August 12
THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF UNIVERSITIES: 
EDUCATION OR EXPLOITATION?
Sarah Gregson, Dr, NTEU Branch Pres. UNSW; 
Bonaventure Mkandawere & James Dhizaala, Post Grad. Students Centre 
Peace & Confl ict Studies

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney

Every Friday 6pm ’til 7.45
Gaelic Club

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Pat Toms 02 9358 4834
patandbrucetoms@gmail.com

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

Sun 24 July –
Sat 30 July

Archaeologists found a huge 
pile of human bones when 

they were excavating a Stone Age set-
tlement in the small town of Herxheim 
in south-western Germany. Herxheim, 
about 5,000 years ago was a tiny 
village of only about ten houses. Yet 
some 500 Stone Age corpses have 
been found there. And they have 
excavated only half the site.

“We expect the number of dead 
to be twice as high,” said Andrea 
Zeeb-Lanz, project leader of the 
Cultural Heritage Agency of the state 
of Rhineland-Palatinate.

The corpses weren’t native to this 
area, researchers have discovered. 
They came from all over Europe – 
from the area of what is now Paris, 
from the Moselle River 100 kilome-
tres to the northwest and even from 
the Elbe River valley some 400 
kilometres away.

Competition for research funds 
today is fi erce, causing some scientists 
to abandon the cautionary principle 
in favour of rushing to publish their 
conclusions with as much sensational-
ism as they can muster.

The anthropologist Bruno 
Boulestin conducted a close exami-
nation of the bone fragments from 
Herxheim. He published his fi ndings 
in Antiquity magazine. Boulestin 
concluded that the human bones bore 

the same marks as those of slaugh-
tered livestock, and that the dead of 
Herxheim were prepared as meals. 
He believes that marks on the bones 
indicate that body parts were cooked 
on skewers.

His conclusions contradict other 
researchers who believe the meat was 
taken off the bones as part of a burial 
ritual, and wasn’t eaten. Cannibalism 
however grabs headlines, and you 
won’t fi nd any trace of alternative 
theories in the program Stone Age 
Cannibals (SBS ONE Sunday July 
24 at 7.30pm).

The remains at Herxheim raise 
many intriguing questions: why did 
people travel such vast distances (for 
the time) to this obscure little village? 
This line of research however is now 
muddied beneath the assertions of 
cannibalism.

But did the Herxheimers really 
devour the dead? Boulestin is sure 
they did, but not all members of the 
excavation team agree with him. 
Project leader Zeeb-Lanz says: “We 
mustn’t forget that this was no giant 
settlement. Who is supposed to have 
eaten all this?”

Professor Brian Cox’s previous 
series, Wonders Of The Solar 

System, was informative and imagina-
tive. For his new series he has literally 
expanded his horizons. This time the 
title is Wonders Of The Universe 
(ABC1 Tuesdays from July 26 at 
8.30pm) and his subject is particle 
physics. His previous series showed 
that he has the ability to simplify 
complex ideas for the lay person 
without being patronising.

The new series is well up to the 
standard set by the previous one 
and should prove just as engrossing. 
In Britain it stirred up a curious, if 
peripheral, controversy, when Sir 
Peter Maxwell Davies, Master of the 
Queen’s Music, apparently convinced 
that documentary fi lms and TV do not 
need any music at all, complained to 

the BBC that the music on the pro-
gram drowned out the commentary.

Sir Peter likened the music on 
Professor Cox’s program to “Muzak” 
and demanded that the BBC get rid 
of it. “Viewers of this program have 
not tuned in to listen to a musical 
performance. I fi nd the whole thing 
dreadful,” he said.

Amazingly, the BBC caved in 
instantly, presumably overawed by 
Maxwell Davies’ royal connection (he 
organises the music for royal pomp 
and circumstance occasions).

Prof Brian Cox: “I think that 
sometimes we can be too respon-
sive to the minority of people who 
complain.”

The youthful Professor Cox, 
former keyboard player in the band 
D:Ream and something of a media 
celebrity, said: “At the end of the 
day it’s a piece of fi lm on TV and it’s 
not a lecture.” The Royal National 
Institute for Deaf People however 
weighed in saying the show’s music 
annoyed its members, leaving them 
unable to differentiate between the 
different sounds.

Although professor Cox objected 
to the BBC’s solution (remixing the 
soundtrack to reduce the volume of 
the program’s music), it was left to 
individual viewers to rally to the 
defence of the composer.

“My hearing isn’t exactly pin 
sharp but I have found the programs 
excellent and the music enhances dra-
matic effect. Pretty good content too, 
actually popularising science without 
that ‘damp squib’ feeling of many 
so-called scientifi c programs which 
promise much more than they deliver.

“As a physicist myself I can only 
applaud Cox for his success in com-
municating and enthusing the younger 
generation toward the real answers 
to the Big Questions, especially 
since so much airtime is devoted to 
perpetuating the various supersti-
tions of our ancestors. So what if he 

is a celebrity? About time someone 
other than sports, fi lm or music stars 
enjoyed a bit. Keep it up!”

Another viewer wrote: “Let’s 
get this straight. This was/is MUSIC 
written by a revered, professional and 
talented media composer (Sheridan 
Tongue), not “MUSAK” and there-
fore Mr Maxwell Davies has got it 
wrong. It was not the quality of this 
music that was in question until he 
waded in, it was merely the volume, 
which the BBC has now remixed so 
that it is not as invasive to people 
obviously sensitive to it for medical 
or preferential reasons. The problem 
has been rectifi ed so I don’t know how 
the story keeps going...?!”

When I was in High School, 
we did a project on the 

Titanic disaster. I read and quoted 
extracts from the Offi cial Report 
of the Court of enquiry (I can still 
remember the Report’s stated reason 
why the California did not know the 
Titanic was in trouble: “She had only 
one Marconi operator and he was 
asleep at the time.”

You would think, with all the 
books and movies about the sinking, 
that there could not be much left to 
say on the subject, but this week’s 
episode of The True Story – Titanic 
(ABC2 Wednesday July 27 at 
9.30pm) does clarify a few points, 
at least.

Computerised trials reveal that the 
ship would have avoided hitting the 
iceberg if the ship’s speed had only 
been halved. But, this was the maiden 
voyage of the White Star Line’s new 
fl agship, and the owners of the Line 
would have wanted the record for the 
fastest crossing for their new vessel. 
Half speed was not an option.

The program prefers however to 
unequivocally sheet responsibility 

home to the Titanic’s skipper, as being 
too old, and past it. A bit unfair, I 
think.

Friday Night Lights (ABC2 
Fridays from July 29 at 

8.30pm) is adapted from “the hit 
feature fi lm and book” of the same 
name. A “hit” in the good ole USofA, 
I assume, since its combination of 
religion and high school football 
would be unlikely to score well any-
where else.

The show is extremely American. 
Set in a large rural town in Texas, 
where everyone believes in God 
and American football, it epitomises 
all the worst aspects of American 
capitalist culture. Football players are 
revered as heroes, anxiously survey-
ing the spectators for scouts from the 
professional leagues waving contracts.

Girls aren’t allowed to play but 
they can shake their bits as eye candy 
(or “Cheerleaders”) and are appar-
ently content to be allowed to do 
this. The school board and the local 
business community view the school 
football team as a commercial asset 
and pressure the coach and players to 
“get results”.

Their method of playing is to 
smash their opponents without mercy 
(or sportsmanship) but when one 
player suffers a broken neck from 
a fi erce tackle the players, coaches 
and offi cials from both teams kneel 
down and pray for God to heal him. 
Oddly, it doesn’t seem to shake their 
faith when he doesn’t.

What is this Yankee religious 
dross doing on the ABC? The football 
code is not one that is popular here, 
the culture on display is obnoxious, 
the attitudes of the people portrayed 
are surely not ones that anyone 
would want emulated by youngsters 
here. 

Rob Gowland

previews
ABC & SBS

Public Television

Brian Cox stands on the roof of the Helio Gomes prison in Rio de Janeiro – 
Wonders Of The Universe (ABC1 Tuesdays from July 26 at 8.30pm)
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Threat of profit-first principle
We can nowadays easily recognise the 

threat of the profi t-fi rst principle of capitalism 
by reading the newspapers.

Media question why TEPCO (Tokyo Electric 
Power Co.) did not immediately inject seawater 
into the reactors in order to try to cool them. 
They blame the delay of the utility’s response 
for worsening the situation. Some reports say 
that TEPCO could not make an immediate 
decision since it knew that once seawater was 
poured into the reactors they could no longer be 
used. This illustrates the profi t-fi rst principle, the 
intention to keep using the reactors even after 
the serious accident occurred.

Also in Japan, why are many nuclear reac-
tors located in the same place? Since it costs 
a lot of money and time to obtain land for a 
nuclear power plant, they want to build as many 
reactors as possible once the land is secured. So 
the answer is simple: to cut costs.

However, earthquakes frequently occur in 
Japan. It would be disastrous if a major quake 
hits in an area where nuclear reactors are con-
centrated. Of course nuclear plant promoters are 
aware of this, but they continue to build nuclear 
facilities even in earthquake zones just because 
they can save money that way.

Moreover, our nuclear reactors are very old. 
Out of the 54 reactors in this nation, 20 were 
built over 30 years ago. There is no set life span 
internationally recognised for nuclear plants, 
but of course, the longer they are in operation 
the more they are weakened by age.

One thing we know for sure is that prop-
erty taxes are levied on nuclear plants for their 
depreciation period of 16 years. In other words, 
utilities do not have to pay property taxes after 
the 16 years of their plants’ operation. That is 
why they want to continue to use their facilities 
for as long as they can. Although all six reactors 
at the Fukushima No.1 plant are old, operating 
since the 1970s, TEPCO still hesitated to inject 
seawater into them. This shows how deep seated 
the profi t-fi rst principle is.

Capitalism without rules
This profi t-fi rst policy is driving the present 

nuclear power industry. Successive govern-
ments have also left the entire question of 
people’s safety up to industry, thus what we are 

witnessing now in the Fukushima accident is the 
worst-ever case of “capitalism without rules”. 
We need to think about whether we can afford 
to keep the situation as it is or not.

The LDP is now eagerly challenging the 
DPJ. It is true that the Kan Cabinet is guilty of 
unreliable politics, but who is really to blame for 
the present situation? When I was a Dietmember, 
I took up the question of nuclear power risks 
several times in Diet (parliament) deliberations 
with the Miki, Ohira, Suzuki, and Obuchi cabi-
nets. They were LDP governments. In the 2000s, 
JCP representative Yoshii Hidekatsu pointed out 
the concrete risks by predicting what disaster 
could occur at Fukushima’s nuclear reactors in 
the event of a major earthquake and tsunami. In 
his Diet questions, he called for certain measures 
to be taken, stating that the Fukushima plant is 
highly vulnerable to a disaster. However, all the 
cabinets, from LDP’s Koizumi and Abe to DPJ’s 
Hatoyama, ignored his warning. Although the 
LDP is the party that had promoted the nuclear 
energy policy and is to blame for the present 
catastrophe, it is forgetting its own role and 
pointing their fi nger at the DPJ. Of course, the 
DPJ is irresponsible as a governing party, but 
the LDP should also be held responsible for the 
ongoing crisis.

Withdraw from nuclear 
power generation

The JCP will try its best to make a success 
of the current major efforts to constrain the 
nuclear disaster and revive the stricken area 
by demanding that the DPJ-led government do 
what we think is necessary and pointing out its 
neglectful and irresponsible behaviour.

Together with reconstruction-related issues, 
the Japanese people now have to consider other 
major questions. 

That is, the Japanese people should squarely 
address the issues on how to address the issue 
of nuclear energy and what energy policy to 
choose, and fi nd a reasonable solution with 
bright prospects for a sustainable future. 

In this effort the following two points are 
signifi cant.

(1) As a strategic approach, we should 
decide to withdraw from Japan’s present energy 
policy dependent on nuclear power. Of course it 
will take a certain period of time to achieve this 

change. But what we need is to implement the 
decision now and establish a national strategy 
for achieving it.

(2) As an urgent near-term approach, it is 
essential to establish a structure to control and 
inspect nuclear facilities with priority on safety 
by clearly breaking away from “capitalism 
without rules” scheme created in the nuclear 
energy fi eld based on the nuclear “safety myth”. 
In Japan, we have plenty of nuclear scientists 
and engineers with no direct relations with 
electric power companies. 

We also have the Science Council of Japan, 
a public organisation of socially-responsible sci-
entists. In addition, some people once involved 
in nuclear energy projects have recognised the 
collapse of the “safety myth” and are beginning 
to raise their voices against the blind promo-
tion of nuclear energy. Utilising the expertise 
of these people, we should establish the best 
safety system for nuclear energy in the world 
to control nuclear facilities with safety truly 
prioritized while at the same time decommis-
sioning the plants.

Without this system, withdrawal from 
nuclear power will fail to be achieved because 

abolishing nuclear plants involves a number of 
stages. After operations come to a halt, spent 
nuclear fuel should be taken out from reactors 
and disposed. Since reactors without the spent 
fuel still give off a signifi cant amount of radia-
tion, this radiation should be removed. Then 
the reactors have to be dismantled. Measures 
are also needed to dispose of decommissioned 
reactors and their nuclear waste. In addition, we 
should consider how to use the sites after the 
reactors are removed. These processes will take 
at least 20 years. And all the stages should be 
carried out under a strict control system placing 
priority on safety.

These two points – strategically deciding 
to break away from nuclear power generation 
and urgently creating a framework to control 
and regulate nuclear energy with a mandate 
and responsibility putting great signifi cance on 
safety – should be discussed nationwide. In the 
national political arena, these two issues will 
probably become major topics of discussion. I 
hope you can use what I talked about tonight 
as useful tips in this debate.
Japanese Communist Party 

Hiroshima Never Again – Sydney
Hiroshima Day Saturday August 6 – Ban Nuclear Weapons, Troops Home Now, No Uranium Mining!

Fukushima nuclear crisis 
and capitalism
Fuwa Tetsuzo, director of the Japanese Communist Party Social Sciences 
Institute, said on May 10 that the nuclear accident in Fukushima has clearly 
illustrated two fundamental problems of capitalism. The following is Fuwa’s 
speech at the JCP head office:

Forum
11:00am Teachers Federation NSW Building

23-33 Mary Street, Surry Hills, NSW

Speakers:

Intro by John Hallam, PND UN lobbyist

Chaired by Radhika Raju, CFMEU

Hans Kristensen, Nuclear Weapons Expert (USA)

Prof. Richard Broinowski, Author, Fact or Fission

Donna Mulhearn, Peace activist

Performance by Ecopella

March and Rally
2:00pm Belmore Park 

(near Central Station)

Speakers:
Welcome by Aunty Millie Ingram

Kiyo Takahashi, Japanese community speaker (311 Group)

Andre Lariviere & Francois Mativet, Sortir De Nucleaire (France)

Lee Rhiannon, Greens Senator for NSW

Dr Wahid Kazi, Afghani academic

Warren Smith, Maritime Union of Australia

Kiyo Takahashi, 311 Sydney campaign group

Councillor John McInerney, Sydney City Council

Natalie Wasley, Beyond Nuclear Initiative

Performance by  Soleluna, Rindou (Taiko drum) and 

Hokkai Soran (dance)

More information: www.hiroshimacommittee.org


