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Prime Minister Julia Gillard’s announce-
ment of a $23 a tonne tax on carbon for 
three years will not achieve its stated aim 
of reducing carbon emissions and helping 
to overcome the threat to humanity and the 
planet from global warming.

The federal government suggests that 
increasing the price of using fossil fuels will 
create incentives to develop and use technolo-
gies that reduce carbon emissions, including 
fuel-effi cient cars and renewable energy sources. 
Taxing carbon will make individuals take into 
account the price of using fossil fuels in their 
personal decisions, including the cars they buy, 
the government says.

However, the carbon tax cannot ensure 
the adoption of less polluting technology by 
corporations or reduced energy consumption 
and so it cannot reduce carbon emissions and 
benefi t the environment.

Passing on the costs
A limited number (0.02 per cent) of corpora-

tions will have to pay the tax on their carbon 
emissions. They will simply raise their prices 
and pass this increase on to the community 
who will pay more for fuel, power, and other 
goods. They won’t work to transition to renew-
able sources because it is quicker, easier and 
cheaper to accept the tax and pass the cost on 
to consumers.

Without alternative energy sources, espe-
cially without a substitute for coal, companies 
are going to continue to emit carbon dioxide and 
pay the carbon tax. The government will get a 
lot of tax revenue but no reduction in carbon 
dioxide emissions.

The claimed benefi t of the carbon tax 
depends on the response to the new pricing 
system. While the price of electricity goes up, 
many ordinary families will have more money 
in their pockets. They can choose to spend this 
on the same electricity consumption as before. 
They are not likely to have enough money to 

spare to invest in effi cient equipment, solar 
panels and so forth so that they use less energy.

Price has a limited impact on behaviour 
if alternatives are not available or affordable.

Petrol price rises did drive some people onto 
public transport but this was severely restricted 
by a lack of investment in public transport. In 
some places there were simply no bus or train 
services or they were inadequate for the demand. 
Many people just had to put up with paying 
higher prices for fuel to get to work.

Emissions trading
The Labor government’s carbon tax pro-

posals include a plan to move to an emissions 
trading scheme in 2015. This is unacceptable.

Emission trading schemes in essence give 
companies the right to pollute, even though 
the exact amount of pollution may be limited 
by a government-imposed cap. They provide 
pay to pollute licences and are a cop-out for 
governments not prepared to tackle the issue 
of greenhouse gas reduction.

They are a “leave it to the markets” 
approach, but the markets have failed badly. 
The corporate sector will pass on the additional 
costs and go on polluting as before.

Emission trading schemes encourage trading 
in carbon credits, derivatives and other forms of 
fi nancial speculation, to the detriment of society 
and the environment.

They have been described as the neo-liberal 
takeover of the environmental agenda.

Market or regulation
The key question is should the polluters pay 

a tax or should they be stopped from polluting? 
Can we solve environmental problems by market 
mechanisms or do we need state intervention 
and regulation?

The government sees the reduction of 
greenhouse gas production in Australia as a 
balancing act, where the impact on corporate 
profi ts is counter-posed to measures to save the 
planet – short-term economic outcomes are seen 
as paramount.

Continued on page 2
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Stop Press
The Sinhalese young man referred to in the story on page 6, and two other Sinhalese who 
journeyed 27 days by boat, with 29 Tamil Asylum Seekers, and who spent more than 15 months 
in HAKEA prison have had all charges of perceived “people smuggling” dropped. As of July 7, 
2011, they have been released into community detention (in Perth). One of them had only seen his 
lawyer once, another was told to plead guilty, one tried to kill himself. They are now reapplying for 
their refugee status. As of July 9, I can confi rm that while Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd is in Jakarta 
he has had the injustice of Hadi’s incarceration, and of all Indonesian children illegally incarcerated 
by Australia, raised by the Indonesian foreign minister. It may be that Kevin Rudd will try to save 
face with the Indonesian foreign minister and that Hadi is released in the coming week.

Gerry Georgatos

The Gillard government’s claims
Carbon tax
There will be a carbon tax of $23 per tonne, starting on July 1, 2012
This will rise by 2.5% per year for 3 years
Carbon emissions will be cut by 80% by 2050
The carbon tax will be replaced by an emissions trading scheme in 2015
Cost rises
Overall households will be worse off by $9.90 per week
Food prices for average households will rise by 80c per week
Electricity prices will rise by $3.30 per week
Compensation to the corporate sector
$1.3 billion for a coal sector jobs program
$300 million for a steel sector assistance plan
$9.2 billion for a jobs and competitiveness program
$10 billion for a clean energy fi nance corporation
Compensation to the people
Overall households will receive compensation of $10.10 per week
9 out of 10 households will receive a pensions increase, tax cuts or both
2 out of 3 households will not be worse off
The tax free threshold will be tripled to $18,200 from July 2012
Workers earning up to $80,000 will get tax cuts
Pensions will increase by 1.7%
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PRESS FUND
Last week the last US shuttle blasted off from Cape Canaveral. 
US astronauts will now reach the international space station 
aboard Russian spacecraft! Meanwhile unemployment in the US 
is rocketing towards 10 percent and the US dollar (now worth 
only about 94 Australian cents) is losing altitude as a trading 
currency. However, the Guardian’s statistics are also down at 
the moment, with only two contributions this week. Come on 
everybody! We really need your help to reach our annual target, 
which in turn helps to meet the costs of production, so please send 
us a contribution for the next issue. Many thanks to this week’s 
contributors, as follows:
Geoffery Boote $20, “Round Figure” $10
This week’s total: $30 Progressive total: $8,280

The Greens – “a real threat”
When the nine Greens took their seats in the Senate earlier 

this month, the Queensland Courier Mail (04-07-2011) ran an all 
out attack on page 1, warning they “could severely undermine the 
nation’s economy and sacrifi ce 200,000 jobs.” The Greens, if you 
believed the gutter tabloid, were about to slash Australia’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) by up to $36 billion a year and put a $6 
billion dent in the federal budget.

“Power-mad Greens” was the headline in the Business sec-
tion of the same paper. This scurrilous, fear-mongering piece by 
Tim Hughes from the fi nance sector, carried the sub-heading:  
“Disastrous policies will ruin our nation”. He accused Greens 
leader Bob Brown of being “a man seemingly drunk with power, 
gloating over the Green’s ascension to control over our national 
Parliament and national economic policy.” Hughes continues: “… 
he is a fi sh out of water, with policies of economic lunacy that 
would do disastrous damage to our economy.” The references are 
to Greens policies on reducing carbon emissions and developing 
renewable energy sources. Nowhere does Hughes or The Courier 
Mail honestly report on the Greens’ policies.

Hughes conveniently ignored the fact that in the House of 
Representatives the Greens have one vote and in the Senate they 
only hold the balance of power if the Coalition opposes Labor’s 
legislation.

The Courier Mail is not the only tabloid from the Murdoch 
stable determined to destroy the Greens’ credibility. The Sunday 
Telegraph (10-07-2011) in Western Australia, carried a piece by 
climate change denier Piers Ackerman: “Gillard, Swan and their 
claque of handsomely paid shills from Tim Flannery to Ross 
Garnaut have been trying to scare the bejesus out of the young and 
impressionable with their catastrophic forecasts of environmental 
doom, none of which have any sound scientifi c validity.” He accuses 
Bob Brown of being “philosophically corrupt” and “ready to say 
anything to strike fear into the uninformed”.

Perhaps the most vicious of the attacks, in another Murdoch 
publication, The Australian (07-07-2011), comes from former Labor 
minister Gary Johns: “Labor remains essentially humanist, con-
cerned with the needs, well-being and interests of people. The 
Greens, by contrast will never defend humanity against nature.” 
Johns played a leading role in the Hawke/Keating era, taking the 
fi rst steps towards dismantling the award system of wages and 
working conditions. He showed little humanity towards workers 
and their trade unions. 

He takes a side swipe at the Greens implying Labor is drifting 
in their direction: “Labor toys with population policy, it toys with 
gay marriage, it toys with euthanasia and it toys with animal 
rights. But if at the margin, there is a choice to be made between 
people and nature, it will, if it knows what is good for it, remain 
wedded to a human conception of history.”

The pitting of humanity (Labor) against nature (Greens) is 
misleading. Labor pits profi ts against nature by protecting the 
profi ts of mining corporations, allowing them to pollute and poison 
the environment and by failing to take action to address climate 
change. Labor puts corporate profi ts before humanity. It has failed 
to protect the health and safety of workers in their workplaces. 
It has hammered the living standards of families, particularly 
those on low incomes, through such means as privatisation and 
cuts to public health, housing and education. Its callous treatment 
of refugees is inhumane. Labor (and the Coalition) have failed 
dismally on humanity and nature.

Johns real agenda, real concern, is contained in the headline of 
his article: “ANTI-HUMAN GREENS WON’T USURP LABOR”. 
He warns Labor that “if it wanders down an anti-humanist path in 
search of green votes it risks its major-party status.” The Greens, 
with their progressive, green and humane policies, won 1.6 mil-
lion votes in the 2010 federal elections. They have been steadily 
increasing their presence in state and local government. They pose 
a serious threat to the ALP and the two-party system, under which 
Labor and Liberal have taken turns in government as they suc-
cessively fall foul of the electorate with anti-people policies.

The Greens pose a real threat – not to the economy or human-
ity – but to the two-party system and the corporate interests that 
it serves.

CARBON TAX 
WON’T WORK
Continued from page 1

But Australia must achieve drastic 
reductions in greenhouse gas emis-
sions in a short time. The impact of 
global warming is too great to allow 
much delay.

The carbon tax is an intervention 
into the “free market” by government 
but it still seeks to alter behaviour 
through the market rather than through 
regulation.

Yet regulation is hardly unusual 
in our society.

DDT was banned because of its 
effects on humans and the environ-
ment. Asbestos is banned because 
it kills people. Building regulations 
are accepted, including new green 
building codes. CFCs and other ozone 
depleting substances were banned in 
a move which saw sovereign states 
work together  to address a global 
environmental  problem.

Why should companies be 
allowed to pay a tax and continue to 
destroy the planet?

The alternative
The struggle for sustainable 

development is really a struggle 
to restrain and restrict capitalist 
corporations, to compel an end to 
environmentally damaging produc-
tion processes.

Fundamental change is needed to 
meet the global environmental threats. 
Fundamental change means economic 
change, and a new politics built on 
the new economic base.

All humanity is not making the 
decisions and guiding the opera-
tions that are devastating nature and 
undermining our future. It is the big 
corporations that are doing so in 
pursuit of profi ts.

The question is, who will make 
those choices, and how? Will work-
ing people be the victims of change 
or will we control that change for the 
benefi t of ourselves and our children?

Destruction of the environment 
is a crime which threatens humanity. 
Governments must legislate to protect 
the environment, with stringent fi nes 
and jail sentences for transgressors, 
and to compel companies to cease or 
change environmentally damaging 
production processes.

Companies which pollute or 
otherwise damage the environment 
should compensate the victims and 

pay the full cost of cleaning up the 
damage they have caused.

Corporations should also be 
subject to massive fi nes and/or jail 
sentences for breaches of environ-
mental protection laws. In addition, 
companies should be forced to 
install pollution controls and envi-
ronmentally safe technology and be 
prohibited from passing on the cost 
of these measures to the consumers 
through higher prices.

All this is not an impossible 
dream. In Germany, for example, 
new laws gave companies 12 months 
to transition to recyclable packaging 
for their products.

Public ownership
Public ownership and economic 

planning provide the only rational 
basis on which Australia could devel-
op and utilise its energy resources 
sustainably in tandem with a public 
transport policy, enabling carbon 
emissions cuts and a swift move 
towards a zero carbon economy.

Nationalisation of all major 
mining, power generation and water 
resources would redirect investment 
away from polluting industries and 
rebuild Australian industry for a 
sustainable future.

Instead of profi ts going offshore, 
they could be used to fi nance new 
clean industries with technologies 
that already exist.

Jobs
The maximum participation of 

workers, unions and community is 
needed for a transition in industry 
and jobs to succeed. Decent work and 
job creation are central to sustainable 
development because workers and 
workplaces are at the centre of pro-
duction and consumption in society 
and have a key place in transforming 
production at all levels.

Changes necessary for more 
sustainable production would require 
more workers, not fewer. Some of 
the “technologically advanced” but 
environmentally destructive methods 
in both mining and logging have been 
developed specifi cally because they 
use fewer workers.

The Australian Conservation 
Foundation and the Australian Council 
of Trade Unions 2008 report, Green 
Gold Rush, estimates that more than 

800,000 new green jobs can be cre-
ated in 15 years.

The working class must be 
involved in the struggle to save the 
planet from environmental catastro-
phe. Workers must be confi dent that 
protecting the environment is in their 
interest and the interest of their chil-
dren and future generations.

Workers must not be worse off as 
a result of environmental protection 
measures. Workers whose jobs are 
at risk from measures to protect the 
environment must be offered employ-
ment in environmentally friendly 
occupations and new green industries 
without loss of wages or any condi-
tions and with full involvement of 
workers and their unions.

Zero carbon economy
The Zero Carbon Australia 2020 

plan* shows a transition to 100 per 
cent renewable energy in Australia. 
Using only commercially available 
technology, the plan would cost 
around $37 billion a year.

If the government can spend $45 
billion on the national broadband net-
work it can spend $37 billion a year 
to avert a potential environmental and 
human catastrophe.

Government funded the construc-
tion of coal-fi red power stations in 
Australia through a combination of 
taxation and borrowing. It could do 
it again for renewable energy.

It would cost $4 billion to build 
four integrated solar power stations 
in NSW. The project would gener-
ate about 4,000 jobs in construction 
and about 2,000 in operation and 
maintenance.

Labor is reducing corporate tax 
from 30 per cent to 29 per cent, which 
will cost $2 billion a year from 2013.

The defence budget could be 
cut by ten per cent. Australia spent 
$26 billion on defence last year. $4 
billion is two months military spend-
ing. Conversion to a more sustain-
able economy will bring a healthier 
economy as well as a healthier envi-
ronment, but a carbon tax is not the 
way to do it. 
*Copies of the Melbourne 
University plan can 
be downloaded from 
beyondzeroemissions.org 

19 Boycott Israel protestors 
arrested
On July 1, the Victorian police 
viciously attacked a peaceful 
pro-Palestine demonstration in 
Melbourne’s CBD. Nineteen non-
violent protestors were arrested 
during a Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) action against 
Israeli-owned Max Brenner store. 
The chocolateria in the Queen 
Victoria Centre is owned by the 
Israeli conglomerate Strauss 
Group. This company provides 
“care rations” for the Israeli 
military, including the Golani and 
the Givati brigades – two of the key 
Israeli military brigades involved 
in Israel’s brutal assault on Gaza 
in December 2008/January 2009, 
which killed more than 1,300 
Palestinians, the majority of whom 
were civilian, including over 300 
children.

The organisers report that  the 
peaceful picket was surrounded by 
police before leading activists were 
individually targeted in an unpro-
voked attack by the riot squad.

The majority of those arrested 
have been charged with “trespass” 
and “besetting”, while a small num-
ber of the demonstrators were also 
charged with “behaving in a riotous 
manner”.

The protest against Max 
Brenner was in support of the 
global Boycott Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) campaign against 
the apartheid Israeli state.

The attack on the peaceful BDS 
action in Melbourne highlights 
increasing attempts to criminalise 
pro-Palestine solidarity activism 
and also increasing attacks on civil 
liberties, freedom of speech and 

freedom of assembly in Victoria by 
the Baillieu government.

In June 2011, Bailleu’s 
Coalition government introduced 
new laws extending police pow-
ers, allowing the Victorian police 
to issue on-the-spot fi nes of up to 
$240 for using “offensive” lan-
guage. The new laws do not defi ne 
clearly what “offensive” language 
is, allowing individual police offi -
cers to arbitrarily decide what is 
offensive or not.

The government has also estab-
lished a new 42-member “Public 
Order Response Team”. According 
to the Melbourne’s Herald Sun 
newspaper, one of the primary 
functions of Baillieu’s new riot 
squad will be “breaking up public 
protests”. 
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Peter Mac

Last week the federal Minister for 
Agriculture, Joe Ludwig, removed 
the government’s ban on live cat-
tle exports. However, Northern 
Territory farmers have declared 
they’ll have to start shooting the 
underweight Brahman cattle origi-
nally bound for Indonesia because 
they can’t be sold in Australia and 
fodder is either not readily avail-
able or not affordable.

The ban arose from revelations in 
an ABC TV Four Corners program of 
horrifi c cruelty to cattle during slaugh-
ter operations in Indonesian abattoirs. 
Stun guns, which ensure that cattle are 
slaughtered while unconscious, are 
used in very few of these facilities.

The number of cattle that will be 
shot by farmers remains to be seen, 
but what is absolutely certain is that 
the Gillard government’s policy 
regarding live cattle exports, and its 
reaction to the Four Corners program, 
has been absolutely disastrous.

For a start, the Labor government 
and its Liberal predecessors knew 
long ago about the horrible conditions 
in most of the abattoirs in Indonesian 
and the Middle East, and indeed in 
the cattle freighters. Moreover, the 
current government prevented its own 
backbenchers from backing a private 
Members’ bill to ban live exports. 
(See The Guardian 15-06-2011)

Caught out by the revelations, the 
government slapped an immediate ban 
on live exports, but then took a full 
month to decide on further action. 
Meanwhile cattle remained stuck in 
herding yards, graziers’ incomes were 
cut off, and hundreds of agricultural, 
transport and dock workers were 
laid off.

Indonesians found that one of 
their major sources of protein had 
disappeared quite literally overnight. 
Last year about 340,000 head of cattle 
were shipped through Darwin alone, 
but because of the ban there may be 
a shortfall of 600,000 cattle reaching 

the Indonesian market this year. The 
Indonesian government has ignored 
the appalling state of their abattoirs, 
but they’re also responsible for feed-
ing their citizens, and they’re said to 
have been furious at the crisis created 
by the ban.

Unable to get their herds to mar-
kets, and unable or unwilling to buy 
fodder, many farmers decided to let 
their cattle graze in the bush. Top end 
veterinarian Gehan Jayawardhana 
believes that under current condi-
tions at least 25,000 cattle are likely 
to die there before being rounded up 
again, and that many will suffer an 
even more agonising death than they 
would have endured in the Indonesian 
abattoirs.

The cattle industry is said to be 
likely to lose $100 million because 
of the ban, but they’ve profi ted for 
decades from the trade with Indonesia, 
without a murmur about the atrocious 
abattoir conditions.

Faced with the ban, they decided 
that their best tactic was to cry poor, 
arguing that they couldn’t afford to 
fatten up the cattle and export them 
to markets in the southern states. And 
sure enough, the government buckled 
- after a month of indecision. The idea 
of slaughtering the cattle here and 
shipping them for minimum profi ts to 
markets in poor countries apparently 
didn’t appeal to the government or 
the exporters.

A bitter 
disappointment

The best way to minimise the 
cattle’s suffering would have been for 
the government to take action imme-
diately after taking offi ce, phasing out 
live exports and ensuring that cattle 
are slaughtered in Australian abattoirs 
under optimum conditions.

After the ban was imposed, 
the government could have acted 
promptly to ensure that only abattoirs 
which use stun guns and treat animals 
humanely would continue to receive 

live exports, and that export approval 
would be conditional on uninhibited 
inspection by Australian government 
offi cials of abattoirs that claim to meet 
these requirements.

However, Ludwig has admitted 
that the agreement reached with 
exporters constitutes a “safeguard” 
that cattle will be treated humanely, 
not a guarantee. The deal, which 
merely “encourages” stunning, won’t 
satisfy Labor backbenchers who 
demanded that cattle be exported only 
to abattoirs using stun guns.

Moreover, export approval will 
simply depend on cattle exporters’ 
promises that their operating condi-
tions are acceptable, rather than on 
regular inspections of abattoirs by 
government offi cials.

The exporters’ supply chains will 
be verifi ed by commercial auditors, 
but in practice this just means they’ll 
ensure cattle are sent to approved 
abattoirs. And that, of course, assumes 
that the auditors will do their jobs 
properly, and won’t fall victim to 
corrupting infl uences.

Once the animals are inside the 

abattoirs, their fate will probably 
be anyone’s guess. Australian meat 
inspectors are now banned from 
entering them, and there appears to 
be no guarantee this will change after 
exports resume.

Lisa Chalk, a spokeswoman 
for Animals Australia, stated: “We 
are astonished that the government 
is reopening the trade without one 
Australian government offi cial hav-
ing access to Indonesian abattoirs. 
It’s completely unacceptable that 
cattle will be sent back into a situa-
tion where unstunned slaughter is the 
norm. Not one thing Senator Ludwig 
said gave the assurance that cattle 
would not suffer a cruel death.”

Back to square one
Cattle exporting corporations are 

gearing up for a full resumption of the 
live export trade. Few of the farmers 
have as much fi nancial backing as the 
exporters. The government’s special 
Centrelink payments to farmers are 
likely to be totally inadequate. Rather 
than seeing them go to the wall, 
exporters are proposing a trading 

“pool” for farmers, backed by a 
$25 million loan guarantee from the 
government. But even that won’t be 
good enough.

The government’s astonishingly 
clumsy and inept reaction to the Four 
Corners program was prompted by 
a desire to distract attention from 
its own shortcomings, rather than 
a determination to relieve the suf-
fering of the cattle while imposing 
minimum burdens on farmers and 
cattle workers.

The agreement the government 
reached with cattle exporters will 
now make it virtually impossible 
to monitor the treatment of cattle in 
Indonesian abattoirs, apart from those 
controlled by Australian companies. If 
investigators do manage to enter the 
abattoirs, it will undoubtedly be clear 
that the terrible conditions remain 
unchanged.

Given that the situation has con-
tinued under both Liberal and Labor 
regimes, the public may well feel 
that more progressive political forces 
should be given a chance to govern. 
And that would be no bad thing. 

Bob Briton

The Rann government in South 
Australia is on the hunt for ways 
to cut expenditure; big-time. 
New treasurer, Jack Snelling, is 
carrying forward Kevin Foley’s 
commitment to get the state’s 
finances back in the black as 
soon as possible and hang onto 
their AAA rating. Everybody will 
feel the sting of the measures. 
Everybody except the big end of 
town, that is. 

While military industries and 
uranium mining continue to be 
lavished with all sorts of “industry 

assistance”, 4,100 public sector 
jobs are to go. Chunks of public 
servants’ long service leave entitle-
ments are being legislated away. 
Hospital emergency services are to 
be slashed as are a host other com-
munity services. Fees, charges and 
fi nes are being jacked up.

Some increases are small – 
tickets for travel on public transport 
have gone up from $4.60 to $4.70. 
Some have skyrocketed – some 
parking fi nes will double, for exam-
ple. Public housing rents are going 
up. From September this year, chil-
dren over 16 years living with their 
parents in public housing will have 

any income assessed and levied 15 
per cent for rent.

The cost of the state govern-
ment’s solar tariff paid to house-
holds feeding electricity back into 
the grid will be met with a rise in 
electricity charges averaging $42 
a year. Welfare groups and the 
Greens have protested that low-
income earners not able to afford a 
solar array will effectively be sub-
siding the electricity consumption 
of wealthier households with large 
solar systems.

The government is still trying 
to scrap the awarding of costs to 
defendants found not guilty in the 
Magistrates’ Court. The controver-
sial measure already applies in the 
District and Supreme Courts. The 
grave consequences for the admin-
istration of justice for low-income 
defendants are being ignored in 
order to cut the cost of police 
prosecutions.

The penny-pinching is all 
around. Car registration stickers 
are being discontinued. An award 
for academic excellence in high 
schools has been axed. For some 
time the federal government has 
boasted that the combination of 
strong resource prices and sound 
economic management has spared 
Australia from the worst of the 
global economic crisis and that 
our living standards have been 
safeguarded. The myth is losing 
strength and nowhere is it more 
threadbare than in areas dependent 
on state budget allocations. 

Australia

Disastrous 
outcome of 
cattle export 
freeze

Pete’s Corner Adelaide

Scrounging for a surplus in SA
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WA: Amendola IR 
Report bites the 
dust – for now
Richard Titelius

On Wednesday July 6, the West 
Australian premier Colin Barnett 
called a press conference at 
Parliament House to make a 
number of announcements, one 
of which was that a review of the 
state’s industrial relations, the 
Amendola Report commissioned 
by former state treasurer Troy 
Buswell, would not be acted upon. 
This means that Melbourne lawyer 
Steven Amendola’s $850,000 review 
with its 193 recommendations may 
be shelved for now.

Unions WA had conducted a 
spirited “No WorkChoices in WA” 
campaign, against the review’s rec-
ommendations which would have 

affected 30 percent of the WA work-
force – state public service workers 
and employees of small unincorpo-
rated businesses. Unions WA had run 
a hard-hitting ads campaign during 
peak hour weekend television and 
many workers had seen them and con-
tacted their unions and Unions WA.

However, at the Parliament 
House press conference after Barnett 
had made his announcement and 
a reporter asked him whether his 
decision was in any way a response 
to the Unions WA campaign, did 
we witness the true arrogance and 
contempt of the man! He angrily 
turned to the reporter and scoffed at 
her question, no way would he base 
a policy decision on anything other 
than what is good for his capitalist 

masters, at whose behest and in 
whose interests he runs this rich (for 
some) state.

The report’s recommendations 
included forcing public servants onto 
individual contracts, removing unfair 
dismissal protection, restricting union 
right of entry and the stripping back 
of awards. It will now go the way of 
WorkChoices, at least for now.

As noted by Unions WA Secretary 
Simone McGurk, “This latest dis-
avowal of WorkChoices by Colin 
Barnett is particularly interesting, 
following former federal Liberal 
industrial relations minister Peter 
Reith’s recent call for the Liberal 
Party to take up the industrial relations 
‘fi ght’, and push through employer-
friendly laws.”

While Barnett was later on the 
record saying he would not be acting 
on the recommendations per se, he 
did indicate that there would be some 
streamlining of the state system in line 
with the federal one. ALP Opposition 
Leader Eric Ripper said, “Make no 
mistake, if Mr Barnett is re-elected he 
will want to revive it (the Amendola 
Report).”

“It is extraordinary that they 
would spend $850,000 for no purpose. 
I think the purpose is, get re-elected 
and then do it.”

But what would an ALP govern-
ment lead by Eric Ripper do with 
the State industrial relations system 
if they were elected into government 
and still acted to prop up the interests 
of capital?

The captains of industry at the 
Chamber of Commerce were decid-
edly upset by the mothballing of the 
report, saying the government had 
missed an opportunity for reform. 
Spokeswoman Marcia Kuhne lament-
ed, “In the absence of reform of the 
state system, the only course of action 
is for the state to surrender its powers 
to the Commonwealth to save employ-
ers from the burden of industrial laws 
that are bad for business.”

This leaves the union move-
ment, especially the public sector 
unions, with the serious task of how 
to prepare for the next attack. The 
Barnett government already has other 
arrows in its bow pointed at the pub-
lic sector which he clearly wants to 
privatise. 

ABCC out to bankrupt CFMEU
In the past month the Construction, 
Forestry, Mining and Energy 
Union (CFMEU) has been ordered 
to pay nearly $1 million in fi nes. 
Over the past 12 months the 
penalties against the union are 
close to $2.5 million. The Howard 
government’s Australian Building 
and Construction Commission 
(ABCC) has not been idle. In fact, 
since the appointment of Gillard’s 
man Leigh Johns as Commissioner 
last October the attacks on build-
ing and construction workers have 
shown no sign of easing. The aim 
is to bankrupt and destroy the 
CFMEU.

The ABCC was set up by the 
Howard government to destroy 
left-wing, militant trade unionism 
in the industry. It is using the courts 
to bleed unions of their members’ 
funds. Union offi cials attempting 
to recruit members, speak to their 
members or organise in the work-
place are hounded by the ABCC. 
Workers who take industrial action 
to protect their wages and work-
ing conditions or refuse to work in 

unsafe conditions are pursued by 
the ABCC.

The ABCC has draconian pow-
ers to spy on workers, hold secret 
interrogation sessions and failure to 
attend interrogation or answer ques-
tions is punishable by huge fi nes 
or even jail. When unions are in 
battle over safety issues, the ABCC 
turns up after the dispute has been 
resolved and then sets its dogs onto 
the workers involved.

The ABCC proudly boasts 
its achievements in creating “fair 
workplaces”. The list of fi nalised 
cases reads:

“July 1 2011
“In Gregor v CFMEU, 

Christopher and Ors, the court 
imposed penalties totalling 
$305,000 on the CFMEU and six 
offi cials for disrupting work at the 
Royal Children’s Hospital and six 
other sites in Melbourne, to coerce 
the builder into employing a par-
ticular person.

“In Cozadinos v CFMEU, 
Christopher & Ors, the court 

imposed penalties totalling 
$110,000 on the CFMEU and four 
of its offi cials, for disrupting work 
at the Royal Children’s Hospital 
and other sites across Melbourne to 
protest the swipe-card security sys-
tem utilised by Bovis Lend Lease.”

On June 2, in Alfred v CFMEU, 
at the Wholesale Market in Epping, 
the court imposed a penalty on the 
CFMEU of $560,00 for “Coercion”.

And so the list reads, there 
are pages of “achievements”. 
Not a single one of them mak-
ing the industry safer for workers 
or charging corrupt bosses with 
criminal offences. No doubt, in the 
eyes of the employers, these are 
fi ne achievements. Unions, union 
offi cials and members being fi ned 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for 
trying to exercise basic trade union 
rights.

The International Labour 
Organisation has repeatedly found 
the ABCC legislation to be in 
breach of international law. Labor 
savagely attacked the ABCC legis-
lation when in opposition, but now, 
as prime minister, Julia Gillard is 
a strong supporter. She sees it as a 
means of either de-unionising the 
industry or opening the door to her 
right-wing mates in the Australian 
Workers’ Union to move in.

And how many millions of 
dollars have the employers been 
fi ned for safety breaches, workplace 
injuries and deaths? Not a cent. And 
don’t hold your breath; that is not 
the aim of the ABCC that stands 
by as around one worker a week is 
killed on the job.

It is time the ABCC was given 
its marching orders.

Interested readers can check 
out the court cases on the ABCC’s 
site. There are two lists: Current 
and Finalised. They read like an 
employer’s attack sheet of build-
ing and construction sites with the 
ABCC and Federal Court using 
Howard’s legislation with the bless-
ing of the Gillard Labor govern-
ment to drain union coffers.
http://www.abcc.gov.au/
Legalactionandinformation/
Courtcases/Pages/CourtCasSes.
aspx 

Tax and Defence 
staff reject 
substandard offers
Employees in the Australian 
Taxation Office (ATO) and 
Defence, two of the largest 
Australian public service agencies, 
have rejected proposed pay agree-
ments, placing further pressure 
on the federal government and 
the Australian Public Service 
Commission (APSC) over their 
fl awed bargaining strategy.

Community and Public Sector 
Union (CPSU) secretary Nadine Flood 
said that the government and APSC’s 
negative agenda of low pay offers and 
cuts to conditions meant that industrial 
action was now likely in a growing 
number of agencies.

“As of today there are 135,000 
public servants whose pay deals have 
expired before a replacement has been 
fi nalised, compared with just 5,500 
who have new agreements.”

Australian Taxation Office 
employees rejected the workplace 
agreement offered by their manage-
ment, with 59 percent voting No. 
Employees at Defence voted No by a 
margin of 72 to 28 percent, a massive 
rejection of the Defence Department’s 
offer. This brings the number of APS 
employees in agencies who have 
rejected agreements to 57,000.

Ms Flood said a major concern 
with the Defence and Tax agreements 
was that the three percent annual pay 
rise on offer was in effect a real wage 
cut. Other concerns included job 
security and executive-level hours 
of work.

Ms Flood said there was a high 
level of frustration with the bargaining 
process and the sub-standard agree-
ments offered to staff.

‘’These results in the second and 
third largest APS agencies send a clear 
signal to government and the APSC 
that they need to reconsider their 
approach. APS employees are facing 
a diffi cult – either accept substandard 
agreements with pay rises that don’t 
keep up with the cost of living, or 
undertake industrial campaigns to 
secure a better deal.

“Our negotiators are on stand-by, 
and we are ready and willing to restart 
real bargaining at any time. We still 
think that we can reach agreements, 
but it’s going to take a change of 
attitude.

“We would far prefer to reach 
agreement than to take industrial 
action, but unless there is change of 
heart on the management side, we are 
heading towards industrial action in 
key departments.”

The Department of Human 
Services – the largest APS agency 
– has backed away from presenting 
an agreement to staff, however the 
CPSU believes the deal is unlikely 
to be supported in its current form.

Employees at Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
and the Immigration Department 
have also rejected their agreement 
and lodged applications for protected 
action. Based on feedback from del-
egates, the union expects Customs 
staff will reject the agreement being 
put to them next week.

The attack on federal public ser-
vants follows in the same pattern as 
attacks by state governments on the 
pay, jobs and working conditions of 
state public sector employees. 

Adelaide
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The invasion of Australia
Official at last

Australia

John Pilger

The City of Sydney has voted 
to replace the words “European 
arrival” in the offi cial record with 
“invasion”. The deputy lord mayor, 
Marcelle Hoff, says it is intellectu-
ally dishonest to use any other 
word in describing how Aboriginal 
Australia was dispossessed by the 
British. “We were invaded,” said 
Paul Morris, an Aboriginal adviser 
to the council. “It is the truth and 
it shouldn’t be watered down. We 
wouldn’t expect Jewish people to 
accept a watered-down version of 
the Holocaust, so why should we?”

In 2008, the then prime minister 
Kevin Rudd formally apologised to 
Aborigines wrenched from their fami-
lies as children under a policy inspired 
by the crypto-fascist theories of 
eugenics. White Australia was said to 
be coming to terms with its rapacious 
past, and present. Was it? The Rudd 
government, noted a Sydney Morning 
Herald editorial, “has moved quickly 
to clear away this piece of political 
wreckage in a way that responds to 
some of its supporters’ emotional 
needs, yet it changes nothing. It is a 
shrewd manoeuvre.”

The City of Sydney ruling is a 
very different gesture, and admirable; 
for it refl ects not a liberal and limited 
“sorry campaign”, seeking feel-good 
“reconciliation” rather than justice, 
but counters a cowardly movement of 
historical revision in which a collec-
tion of far-right politicians, journalists 
and minor academics claimed there 
was no invasion, no genocide, no 
Stolen Generation, no racism.

The platform for these holo-
caust deniers is the Murdoch press, 
which has long run its own insidious 
campaign against the Indigenous 
population, presenting them as 
victims of each other or as noble 

savages requiring fi rm direction: the 
eugenicists’ view. Favoured black 
“leaders” who tell the white elite 
what it wants to hear while blaming 
their own people for their poverty, 
provide a PC cover for a racism that 
often shocks foreign visitors.

Today, the fi rst Australians have 
one of the shortest life expectancies 
in the world and are incarcerated at 
fi ve times the rate of blacks in apart-
heid South Africa. Go to the outback 
and see the children blinded by 
trachoma, a biblical disease, entirely 
preventable, eradicated in third world 
countries but not in rich Australia. The 
Aboriginal people are both Australia’s 
secret and this otherwise derivative 
society’s most amazing distinction: 
the world’s oldest society.

In its landmark rejection of 
historical propaganda, Sydney, the 
country’s oldest and largest city, 
recognises black Australia’s “cultural 
endurance” and, without saying so 
directly, a growing resistance to an 
outrage known as “the Intervention”. 
In 2007, John Howard sent the army 
into Aboriginal Australia to “protect 
the children” who, said his minister 
for Indigenous affairs, were being 
abused in “unthinkable numbers”.

It is striking how Australia’s 
incestuous political and media elite so 
often rounds on the tiny black minor-
ity with all the fervour of the guilty, 
unaware perhaps that the national 
mythology and psyche remain culpa-
bly damaged while a nationhood, once 
stolen, is not returned to the original 
inhabitants.

Journalists accepted the Howard 
government’s reason for “intervening” 
and went hunting for the lurid. One 
national TV program used an “anony-
mous youth worker” to allege “sex 
slavery” rings among the Mutitjulu 
people. He was later exposed as a 
federal government offi cial and his 

“evidence” discredited. Of 7,433 
Aboriginal children examined by 
doctors, just four were identifi ed as 
possible cases of abuse.

There were no “unthinkable 
numbers”. The rate was around that 
of white child abuse. The difference 
was that no soldiers invaded the 
beachside suburbs, no white parents 
were swept aside, their wages dimin-
ished and welfare “quarantined”. It 
was all a mighty charade, but with 
serious purpose.

The Labor governments that fol-
lowed Howard have reinforced the 
new controlling powers over black 
homelands: the strict Julia Gillard 
especially: a prime minister who 
lectures her compatriots on the virtues 
of colonial wars that “make us who 
we are today” and imprisons refugees 
from those wars indefi nitely, including 
children, on an offshore island not 
deemed to be Australia, which it is.

In the Northern Territory, the 
Gillard government are effectively 
driving Aboriginal communities into 
apartheid areas where they will be 
“economically viable”. The unde-
clared reason is that the Northern 
Territory is the only part of Australia 
where Aborigines have comprehensive 
land rights, and that here lies some of 
the world’s biggest deposits of ura-
nium, and other minerals. The most 
powerful political force in Australia 
is the multi-billion dollar mining 
industry. Canberra wants to mine and 
sell and those bloody blackfellas are 
in the way again. But this time they 
are organised, articulate, militant, a 
resistance of conscience and culture. 
They know it is a second invasion. 
Having fi nally uttered the forbidden 
word, white Australians should stand 
with them.
John Pilger’s film, The War 
You Don’t See, is available at 
www.johnpilger.com 

The Australian Institute of Criminology commended the 
Addressing Family Violence Program hosted by the Royal 
Children’s Hospital as highly successful in dealing with the 
problems of domestic violence and child abuse. However, 
this and similar programs are closing down as their sources of 
philanthropic funding dry up. There is a desperate shortage 
of early intervention programs across Victoria with many of 
the state-run Child FIRST services closing down their wait-
ing lists. These services provide support and advice to families 
in trouble before child protection gets involved. An employment 
program for women fl eeing domestic violence is also set to 
close down later in the year. Charitable donations may be 
a welcome handout but they cannot be relied upon. It is the 
responsibility of the state to provide the necessary services.

Mining magnate Gina Rinehart who took to the streets protest-
ing against former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s proposed mining 
super profi ts tax has not given up. She has given her support 
(fi nancial and immoral) to British climate change denier Lord 
Christopher Monckton. While in Australia he attacked Labor’s 
climate change advisor, Professor Ross Garnaut, offensively lik-
ening him to a Nazi. He was forced by the uproar that followed 
and cancellation of a number of his speaking engagements to 
apologise to Garnaut. Engagements at the Brisbane Broncos 
Leagues Club and Port Adelaide Football Club were amongst 
those cancelled. Tony Abbott opportunistically distanced him-
self from Monckton’s attack on Garnaut, but did not pull out of 
addressing a mining industry conference hosting Monckton. 
Monckton’s lecture at Notre Dame University in Western 
Australia went ahead despite a letter signed by academics and 
PhD students calling for it to be cancelled, because the univer-
sity “has a responsibility to avoid promoting discredited views 
on an issue of public risk”. The National Press Club in Canberra 
shamefully invited him to speak there on July 19. National Press 
Club senior vice president Steve Lewis said the role of the 
club was to “provide a civilised forum for an important debate”!

Foreign ownership of Australia has fi nally got public attention. It 
is not a new issue but the scale of acquisitions has astonished 
many people. Restrictions on foreign ownership have been grad-
ually eased over the past two to three decades. There have been 
successive waves of foreign investment by British, US, Japanese 
and now Chinese capital. Governments have encouraged for-
eign investment in the mining sector, welcoming the burgeoning 
export fi gures and the fl ow of corporate taxes. When it comes 
to agricultural land there is growing uneasiness about the future 
security of food production and supply. Australian farmers have 
endured years of drought and many are tempted to get out of 
farming when offered high prices for their farms. And once again 
proper governance is missing – while major parties are hurl-
ing abuse at each other at every opportunity the real problems 
such as water usage and climate change are not being solved.

The fourth anniversary of the controversial Northern Territory 
Emergency Response – the NT Intervention – was marked 
by federal talk about more consultation as well as community 
demands for its immediate end. Ordered by the Howard govern-
ment, the Intervention was continued by Labor. Opponents of the 
Intervention have issued an 11-point list of demands outlining 
an alternative to it. Among them are the abolition of compulso-
ry income management and blanket alcohol bans, getting rid of 
government business managers, increased government invest-
ment in all communities and an end to land lease requirements.

BUILD A TANK TO ATTACK MILITARY SPENDING

11 am to 1 pm Saturday July 16 Sydney Town Hall Square
Join us to build a tank to attack the Federal Government’s excessive military spending.

OVER $70 MILLION EVERY SINGLE DAY!
Balloons (latex biodegradable) and pumps (no helium) supplied

Sponsored by Australian Anti-Bases Campaign, Sydney Peace Foundation, Stop the War.  
Enquiries: 0418 668 098
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Gerry Georgatos

An impoverished Indonesian mother, in 
front of an Australian journalist, lies on a 
cement fl oor clutching a photograph of her 
16-year-old son who is now in an Australian 
adult prison and whom she hasn’t seen since 
he was 14. Abject and acute poverty ravages 
Indonesia, a country where only 10 percent 
of the population has a refrigerator, where 
most people do not have electricity let alone 
a television, where many people live half 
lives working in sulphur mines and where 
most folk will never rise out of the shanty 
towns and villages they are born to die in.

Human rights abuses and injustices should 
be criticised, at all times, however it is dif-
fi cult for Australia to criticise foreign justice 
systems and practices when Australia is no 
better. Australia has incarcerated at least 60 
Indonesian youths, and possibly over 100, in 
Australian adult prisons. The state of Western 
Australia bears the brunt with 29 affi rmed age 
disputes and possibly many more. The youths 
we are describing are some of our world’s most 
impoverished children who for as little as $6.80 
provided assistance to Asylum Seekers. These 
children assisted as cooks and deckhands in the 
safe passage of Asylum Seekers to Australian 
shores.

Australia’s prescribed policy is to return 
those cooks and deckhands to Indonesia who 
are 18 years of age and under, and to charge as 
perceived people smugglers with the utilisation 
of sections 232 and 233 of the Migration Act 
those who are 19 years and above. One can only 
be remanded to an Australian adult prison if 
they are at least 19 years of age. Unfortunately 
for these cooks and deckhands, the Australian 
Commonwealth of Public Prosecutors has not 
heeded what 27 legal experts put to a Senate 
Estimates Inquiry some years back, and that 
was those who assist as cooks and deckhands 
cannot be charged under these sections and that 
indeed they are not people smugglers.

However Prime Minister Julia Gillard, with 
a complete disregard of the law and international 
covenants, has taken the lead from former Prime 
Minister John Howard in fabricating a “people 
smuggler model” that victimises the world’s 
most impoverished folk who from a humanitar-
ian perspective are merely cooks and deckhands 
assisting in the passage of Asylum Seekers – in 
other words our governments will unlawfully 
go after anyone.

The youngest son, and seventh child, of 
this anguished mother is Hadi Kurniawan, who 
was born on April 5, 1995, and who has been 
remanded to the maximum correctional facility 
of HAKEA in WA since February. I met Hadi at 
the Perth Airport Detention Centre in January. 
With a fellow refugee advocate, Victoria Martin-
Iverson, I had been visiting people detained at 
this facility when we came across Hadi, sitting 
nervously on a small lounge, alone, urgently 
puffi ng on a cigarette. To both of us he looked 
awfully young. We spoke to him for about fi ve 
minutes.

I have been visiting prisons for some six 
years, usually at the invitation of a prison 
offi cial to talk to our incarcerated souls about 
educational pathways. Early last year, while 
on such a visit within the prison’s educational 
facility, I came across an English language class 
of thereabouts a score of young Indonesians. I 
walked in and spoke with them. I learned that 
they were fi shermen who had been found guilty 
of “people smuggling”. I was appalled to learn 
that they had been lumped with mandatory fi ve-
year sentences, to be served at Albany prison, 
to which they would soon be transferred. All of 

them had only cooked or served as deckhands. 
They did not know that in assisting in the safe 
passage of our Asylum Seekers that they were 
doing something deemed wrong by then Prime 
Minister Rudd, and similarly by incumbent 
Prime Minister Gillard and Coalition leader 
Mr Abbott and, unfortunately, by a majority 
of Australians.

I thought to myself that some of them looked 
14 and 15 years of age, however at that time I 
had an investiture of faith and goodwill in the 
Australian justice system in that they would have 
ascertained their date of birth. I was wrong, and 
I now look back to them and wonder how many 
of them, like Hadi, are children.

During one of my February visits to 
HAKEA I learned that Hadi had been arrested 
by the Australian Federal Police and was at 
HAKEA. I could not fathom how he could be 
any older than 16. I arranged to visit him on 
March 17. Accompanying me on that visit was 
Nikola Leka, of the Refugee Action Coalition 
Newcastle.

“Political”
I had made a morning visit to a Sinhalese 

person on remand at HAKEA, also on perceived 
people smuggling charges, and his story is 
another tragedy in itself. Nikola and I were to 
visit Hadi straight after. For the fi rst and only 
time in six years of visiting prisoners, offi cially 
and socially, I was pulled aside by HAKEA 
security and questioned for ten minutes as to the 
purpose of our visit with Hadi. I was stunned, 
however I answered all questions honestly.

The Security Offi cial told me that the 
instruction had come “from above” and not 
from HAKEA superintendents. Later I would 
learn that these instructions came from the 
Department of Correctional Services (DCS) 
Security and from the Justice Intelligence Unit 
of the Ministry of Justice. We were allowed to 
proceed with the visit.

During the hour-long visit Hadi told me that 
he was 16 and that he had been in Australia since 
April 2010 when the boat of 30 Iraqi and Hazara 
Asylum Seekers waited at Ashmore Reef. He 
was barely 15 at the time. The Royal Australian 
Navy took them to Christmas Island for a week 
before he was transferred to Darwin Immigration 
Centre, where he contracted Tuberculosis, but 
was detained for ten months till being fl own to 
Perth, where I met him at the Airport Detention 
Centre, while he was being treated as an outpa-
tient at Royal Perth Hospital.

The Australian Federal Police, guided by 
the Howard/Gillard “people-smugglers model” 
wanted to charge him. They did not accept his 
date of birth, they did not notify Indonesian 
consular offi cials of his presence nor did they 
seek their assistance in determining Hadi’s 
age, and they did not contact counterparts in 
Indonesia to affi rm his age. Rather, they relied 
on a discredited 80-year-old medical procedure, 
a wrist-bone age scan, and a radiologist’s inter-
pretation, to insist on an age.

This is part of the reason why there are 
possibly 100 of the world’s most impoverished 
children in Australian adult prisons. Medical 
experts and other authorities the world over 
have slammed these tests. They are not fail-
safe and, rather, they are dodgy. They can be 
erroneous by fi ve years and more! The criteria 
for determining age through these tests were 
originally aligned to well nourished American 
and Australian folk and not under nourished, 
and weathered Indonesian folk. The age test 
alleged that Hadi was born in 1991.

Hadi has never shifted from the claim that 
he was born in 1995. After he persistently 
affi rmed to me that he was born in 1995, and I 

believed him wholeheartedly, even if I did not 
unequivocally know, I had a duty to disclose this 
to HAKEA authorities. The journey since has 
been one where we have had to grapple with a 
vacuum of inhumanity.

Unbelievably, HAKEA Security blocked my 
visits, offi cial and unoffi cial and not just to Hadi, 
but to all prisoners. HAKEA Superintendents 
were horrifi ed and reinstated my visiting rights, 
and I managed another visit with Hadi, how-
ever HAKEA Security blocked them again and 
instructed the Superintendents not to remove 
the “block”. I went to every relevant authority 
while DCS Security claimed I was inadvert-
ently fl agged as part of an introduction of new 
protocols, which have never been presented to 
me. They promised they would expedite the 
scrutiny, however two weeks passed. In my 
belief, it was only when Jane Hammond, a 
journalist published an April 6 article in The 
West Australian about Hadi’s plight that my 
visiting rights were reinstated. My visits were 
reinstated the same day! You don’t get much 
out of parliamentarians, with their minimalist 
fodder, however it says it all when Federal 
Senator Louise Pratt wrote to me that she was 
appalled in that my visits were blocked and that 
she believed “it is political”.

Human rights abuse
I could not leave this boy in an adult prison, 

a maximum security facility, and to a pending 
fi ve-year sentence. Hadi told me he was “scared” 
and told me he feared “authority” and did not 
want to draw “attention” to himself that would 
see him removed to another unit, away from 
his fellow Indonesians, or to another prison. 
He seemed to fear he would be removed from 
Unit 1 to either a Unit 4 or Unit 6. This theme 
of an excessive fear of authority has usurped the 
rights of Indonesians and Sinhalese who have 
been charged as perceived people smugglers, 
and it does not matter how many of us explain 
that they should not fear Australian authorities 
to the extent that they may fear Indonesian or 
Sri Lankan authorities.

Hadi told me he wanted to “go to home”. 
In HAKEA Hadi was assigned to work in the 
laundry where traditionally those charged with 
sex offences and paedophilia work, however he 
has since been relocated to kitchen work where 
he earns $30 per week and up to $48.

I contacted the Indonesian Embassy in 
Canberra and they were quite concerned. 
Initially I worked with the Perth Indonesian 
Consulate, through the Vice Consul and they 
visited Hadi and they believed that he was born 
in 1995. I had the phone number of his older 
brother Heriyandi in Batam, Indonesia, and I 
had called him and Heriyandi, in his limited 
English, affi rmed that Hadi was born in 1995. 
The Indonesian Consulate called the family and 
similarly gained this affi rmation.

In June, a barrister from Sydney, with whom 
I was liaising would visit Hadi and similarly 
provide a transcript from his visit affi rming 
his age and of other contact details to family 
in Indonesia. I went to every relevant authority, 
just about every relevant parliamentarian in this 
state and in Australia and none would adequately 
consider let alone represent Hadi’s interests. No 
Australian parliamentarian or political leader 
would demonstrate the warranted moral lead-
ership. I am appalled not only in the ALP and 
the Coalition and the Independents, however, 
and in the Greens.

I asked Hadi’s Legal Aid lawyer to contact 
his family in Indonesia, however he advised 
me that he was following Hadi’s instructions 
and restricted comment to the argument of 
“Privilege”. I spoke to the Commonwealth 
Prosecutor and described to her that the 
responsibility belonged to the Commonwealth 
to ascertain age beyond a reasonable doubt and 
to ensure they were presenting people before 
the appropriate jurisdictions. Silence.

“Political”
Days turned into weeks, weeks into months, 

and Hadi, and others, continued to languish in 
adult prisons. I went to the state and federal 
governments and they said little and did noth-
ing. I went to WA state Labor parliamentarians 
and they said to me to go the media. I went to 
federal Labor parliamentarians and they told 
me to go the Greens! I went to the federal 
Greens and, as noted, they did nothing. With the 
exception of WA Greens Alison Xamon asking 
several crafted questions in the state legislative 
assembly no parliamentarian demonstrated any 
moral leadership or other political conviction.

None of the three major political parties 
were prepared to unveil Australia’s racist lay-
ers and lead from the front. I have never been 
more disgusted by this exposition of immoral-
ity. How dare not a single Australian Senator, 
76 of them, not raise a question about minors 
in adult prisons in the Senate? All three major 
political parties are more concerned about what 
the majority of the Australian population may 
perceive and therefore they are more concerned 
about “votes” than they are in speaking the truth 
and in demonstrating the type of leadership that 
in effect would be educative and, in part, change 
public perceptions.

Not an isolated case
This is not my experience alone, it is also 

the experience of barristers such as Mark 
Plunkett who defended the rights of one of three 

Hadi Kurniawan – one of 100 child

Relatives hold photographs of John Ndollu, Ose Lani and Ako Lani.

All of them had only cooked or served 
as deckhands. They did not know that in assisting 
in the safe passage of our Asylum Seekers that they 
were doing something deemed wrong…
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Indonesian minors incarcerated at Brisbane’s 
Arthur Gorrie Prison. Mark had to do as I did, 
he picked up the phone to Indonesia to begin the 
search for the truth. Thanks to Mark and his two 
colleagues the three boys, Ose Lani, Ako Lani 
and John Ndollu are now free. Queensland’s 
Commonwealth prosecutors, without too much 
of an explanation, dropped the charges. This 
has set a precedent, and it is sad we have to 
rely on this precedent. I understand that the 
Commonwealth government wants these cases 
to quickly disappear so they are not exposed for 
their outrageous abuse and lies as the Coalition 
was with the Tampa lies. Gillard and Bowen, and 
the whole of the ALP, have not only breached 
Australia’s commitment to the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, they have shattered it.

At this time there is an Indonesian del-
egation in Australia meeting with relevant 
Australian authorities pushing not only for 
Hadi’s release, however for the immediate 
release of all those with their age in question 
and for the implementation of appropriate age 
determination protocols and the commonsensi-
cal courtesy for Indonesian consular offi cials to 
be notifi ed of the presence of their nationals on 
Australian territory.

The Australian Federal Police advised me 
that no treaty exists between Australia and 
Indonesia that requires either country to notify 
the other of the presence of their nationals on 
each other’s shores. Such a treaty does exist 
between Australia and China, however do we 
require treaties to ensure this courtesy and the 
protection of a person’s rights?

Breaking the wall of silence
I made certain that Indonesian media 

became aware of Australia’s human rights abuses 
towards Indonesian children – I contacted the 
Jakarta Post, Radio Elshinta, and Indonesian 
human rights advocates, and I was contacted 
by Eko Waluyo, and Indonesian human rights 
activist in Sydney who did likewise and more 
and contacted the Indonesian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry.

When all appeared an uphill struggle, when 
every door shut I had no choice however but 
to risk all my relationships with journalists and 
editors. Along came Lindsay Murdoch, of The 
Age, and he highlighted the efforts of Mark 
Plunkett and then myself, and if it weren’t for 
Lindsay we would still be pushing the barrow up 
a steep uphill. Lindsay contacted Hadi’s family 
through correspondents in Jakarta and for two 
weeks published article after article syndicated 
across the country.

Subsequently I pushed West Australian 
media to pick up the baton and lead the way 
and for a couple of weeks they did. Thanks to 
The West Australian’s Steve Pennells we were 
able to go further, and he fl ew to Indonesia to 
meet members of the family and secure hard 
copy evidence of Hadi’s age.

Indonesia’s population is primarily poor 
and most of them do not have paperwork or any 
knowledge of how to access it. Steve met Hadi’s 
brother Heriyandi and Hadi’s mother Yusniar 
and eventually secured a police clearance for 

Hadi that included Hadi’s date of birth. Steve 
applied for what is known as the “family card” 
which further proves Hadi’s age and we are 
waiting. Most folk in Indonesia do not have 
birth certifi cates, however for purposes of the 
population census they are on a register and 
hence the family card and carte lingue.

I had already known that Hadi had gradu-
ated Junior High, the equivalent of our Year 
9, in 2009, which would have put him at 14 
years of age. Hadi did not continue on with 
education, he was too poor and moved to Java 
to live with a paternal relative while seeking 
work in construction. Three months later when 

the relative died Hadi had nowhere to go, and 
before he knew it he was on a boat as a cook 
keeping Asylum Seekers safe from dehydration 
and starvation during their passage to Australia.

His family did not know he was on a boat to 
Australia and for more than a year they did not 
know what had happened to him. They feared 
the worst. They fi rst heard from Hadi after he 
was arrested, charged and sent to HAKEA. Hadi 
worries about his mother and tries to assure his 
mum that he is looked after in prison.

Steve Pennells would break a signifi cant 
whole page story in the West Australian, Monday 
June 27, with a large photo of Hadi’s mother 
holding her son’s photo on page 3, and Hadi 
on the front page. On the Friday, concerned 
for Hadi’s state of mind, I risked contacting 
HAKEA’s superintendents, who for whatever 
reasons I reasonably trusted, and let them know 
that on Monday Hadi would see his mother’s 
photo in the newspaper and on television and 
that they should consider a prison support offi cer 
or counsellor for Hadi. They did.

Evidence ignored
As the Australian Prime Minister lacks the 

morality to en masse free these children, as 
neither do state and territory premiers and chiefs, 
it is still up to lawyers to ensure the release of 
these youths as was the case in Brisbane. We 
are waiting for Hadi’s lawyer to initiate urgent 
bail proceedings – I have forwarded him the 
police clearance and a letter written by Hadi 
in Indonesian in front of the barrister from 
Sydney who visited Hadi while in Perth, and 
which describes Hadi’s insistence that he is 16 
and who subsequently describes the fears he 
has of repercussions.

We expect that if there is an application for 
bail that the prosecution will do as occurred with 
the Brisbane three, charges will be dropped. 
This is the only way. Recently I managed to 
meet in person Julia Gillard, and as we shook 
hands, and as her smile froze and as she was 

visually shaken, I reminded her that she is the 
Prime Minister of a country with 14, 15, 16, 17 
year olds in adult prisons and that she needs to 
remedy this – she hasn’t. Chris Bowen has only 
recently begun to admit that there are minors 
in our prisons:

“Yeah, look, the issue of minor crew – this 
is people who’ve been crew on boats that have 
come to Australia in an unauthorised fashion 
that are minors – is a diffi cult one. The Attorney 
General and I have been working on it, we’ve 
also been talking to the Indonesian government 
about it. It is obviously important that the law 
be able to take its place, but there are special 

circumstances when it comes to minors. I’m not 
going to comment on individual court cases – 
that would be inappropriate – other than to say 
the Attorney General and I are very aware and 
alive to the complexities of the issue and we are 
continuing to progress how those issues should 
be dealt with.”

What do you say to that? In WA, I received 
a response from the state minister for Corrective 
Services, Terry Redman, who claims that he has 
to accept the evidence provided by the Australian 
Federal Police, and that therefore there are no 
minors in our prisons! Not Gillard, Bowen or 
Redman understand that politics is a calling.

Hadi, Ako, Ose and John have become the 
young faces of Australia’s most recent human 
rights abuse, its abuse of children – however we 
must remind ourselves there are at least 60 to 
70 others and possibly more than 100 we need 
to shine the light upon and free.

A couple of years ago a 14-year-old 
Indonesian boy served 12 months in an 
Australian adult prison and was released only 
when the Magistrate sighted his certified 
Indonesian birth certifi cate, and currently we 
have several more cases before the courts, in 
Sydney, as Bankstown Prison has minors, and 
in Melbourne, and in Perth a writ, habeas corpus 
has been lodged in the Supreme Court in the 
case of Ali Jasmin whose lawyer is requiring 
the Commonwealth undertake the onus of the 
burden of proof in determining age beyond 
a reasonable doubt. This is what all lawyers 
should have done.

Most of those charged are essentially rail-
roaded by their lawyers and the justice system 
into prison sentences – they are rarely visited 
if ever, many see their lawyer for the fi rst time 
in Court, and interpreters do the bare minimum. 
Legal Aid needs to stop representing these 
victims and admit that they do not have the 
resources to ensure these people are properly 
and honestly represented.

Many have contributed to Australia’s present 
abuse of these children – the relevant authorities 
that could not pick up a phone and call either the 
Indonesian consulate or families in Indonesia, 
the lawyers who likewise could not pick up the 
phone and who under-represented their “clients”, 
the political parties and their parliamentarians 
who cowered rather than do their duty, and the 
Prime Minister and Minister for Immigration 
who are leaving racist legacies. 

Magazine

dren in Australian adult prisons

No Australian parliamentarian or political leader would 
demonstrate the warranted moral leadership.

Hakea Prison.
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Residents on Gangjeong Village 
on Jeju Island in South Korea 
have been organising non-violent 
protests to stop the construction of 
a massive US naval base which will 
destroy their community, way of 
life and the rich marine ecosystem 
that the women sea divers, fi sher-
men and farmers depend on for 
their livelihoods. Due to its natural 
beauty and pristine environment, 
Jeju is a fi nalist to become one of 
the “New 7 Wonders” in the world. 
They are calling for international 
support by signing the petition 
below:

As concerned members of the 
international community, we urge 
you to stop construction of the naval 
base on Jeju Island, which Gangjeong 
residents have vehemently opposed by 
protesting daily and risking their lives 
and personal freedom. Since plans 
for the naval base were announced 
fi ve years ago, 95 percent of Jeju 
residents have voted against the base 
and used every possible democratic 
means to block its construction. Yet 
their protests have fallen on deaf ears 
in your government.

We share the residents’ outrage 
that the South Korean government is 
willing to sacrifi ce the safety of the 
island residents in order to build this 
US missile defence outpost as part 
of a provocative strategy to surround 

China. Jeju residents refute the claim 
that this naval base will improve the 
Korean peoples’ security; they know 
it will further destabilise the Asia-
Pacifi c region and make the island a 
prime target for military retaliation.

The Jeju people’s resistance to 
the militarisation of their island stems 
from the April 3, 1948 massacre when 
up to 80,000 civilians – many of their 
families – were slaughtered by ROK 
[South Korea – Ed] troops during a 
democratic uprising. In 2006, the late 
President Roh Moo Hyun offi cially 
apologised for the massacre by desig-
nating Jeju the “Island of Peace.” This 
naval base violates your government’s 
commitment to the people of Jeju and 
their desire for peace.

Citizens of other countries have 
visited Gangjeong and are in steady 
communication with its residents. We 
are deeply concerned about the health 
and safety of several peace activists, 
including Professor Yang Yoon Mo 
and Sung Hee Cho, who were on 
60-day hunger strikes and arrested 
for non-violent protest. The elderly 
Professor Yang is now hospitalised, 
and Ms Cho remains behind bars, 
facing up to fi ve years in prison. We 
are alarmed that another activist, 
Brother Song, was recently beaten 
unconscious when he tried to prevent 
a construction vessel from pouring 
concrete onto the coral reefs. 

By authorising the use of violence 
against non-violent peace activists, 
you undermine your government’s 
reputation and give the world cause 
to question your commitment to South 
Korea’s hard-won democracy.

Famed for its extraordinary 
beauty and pristine environment, Jeju 
is home to three designated UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites and one of 28 
fi nalists for the New 7 Wonders of 
Nature. It perplexes us that, despite 
First Lady Kim Yoon-ok’s efforts 
for the “Jeju, for New 7 Wonders 
Campaign,” your government is jeop-
ardising Jeju’s chances by allowing 
the construction of this naval base. By 
dredging the Jeju coastline to accom-
modate US Aegis destroyer warships, 
the South Korean Navy and Samsung 
Corporation are already threatening 
the island’s soft coral habitat and rich 
marine life.

Not only is Jeju’s Joongduk 
coastline where dolphins migrate to 

from Alaska in the summer, its waters 
are famed because of the hundreds of 
Korean women, haenyeo, who dive 
for seafood and kelp, key staples of 
the Korean diet.

In 2005, The New York Times 
featured a story about these extraor-
dinary women divers. The naval 
base will destroy the waters that 
haenyeo and fi shermen depend upon 
for survival. It has already displaced 
Gangjeong citrus growers whose lands 
have been confi scated, greenhouses 
demolished, and fruit trees uprooted.

Gangjeong villagers are not 

deceived by the ROK Navy’s false 
claims that the base would have mini-
mal impact on the environment, and 
neither are we. They know that the 
base imperils their community, their 
livelihoods, and Jeju’s natural ecology.

We stand with the residents of 
Jeju in their non-violent protest to 
protect not only Jeju’s rich marine 
ecosystems and their way of life, but 
also peace in this increasingly fragile 
and militarised region in the world. 
We demand that you act immediately 
to stop construction of the naval base 
on Jeju. 

Save Jeju Island – 
No naval base

URNG condemns the abominable 
murder of Facundo Cabral
On Saturday July 9, the well 
known poet and singer/songwriter 
Facundo Cabral was murdered in 
cold blood by macine-gun fi re in 
Guatemala City. The following is 
a statement issued by the National 
Executive Committed of URNG.*

The barbarism, that was 
assumed to be a thing of the past, 
continues to reign, dominating this 
country.

No longer is it enough for 
them to have killed the talent and 
national intelligence, they have 
also killed the distinguished poet 
and Argentine singer/songwriter, 
Facundo Cabral.

Facundo always sang about life, 
hope, love, freedom and for justice. 
He committed the error of preach-
ing justice, love and peace where 
all that had been assassinated.

Facundo suffered exactly the 
same fate as several hundreds of 
thousands of Guatemalans who, 
fi ghting for the same reasons, 
were assassinated in the same way 
in the streets, fi elds and cities of 
Guatemala.

URNG condemns this abomi-
nable murder committed by, same 
as always, the enemies of justice, 
freedom, love and Peace.

The murder of Facundo, as if it 

were necessary, brings  still more 
grief to our homeland that struggles 
and resists against being the victim 
of the more infamous criminal-
ity bound to drug traffi cking and 
national and international organised 
crime.     

We hope that due to the mag-
nitude of this crime, there is also a 
quick and special intervention by 
the authorities to clarify it and bring 
about justice.

“Vive de instante en instante, 
porque eso es la vida.”

Vuela Alto Facundo
*URNG – Guatemalan National 
Revolutionary Unity has its 
origins in the armed struggle 
in Guatemala, coordinating 
four groups – the Communist, 
Guatemalan Worker’s Party 
(PGT), the Guerrilla Army 
of the Poor (EGP), the Rebel 
Armed Forces (FAR) and the 
Organisation of People in Arms 
(ORPA). The organisations united 
in their common desire to take 
state power and implement 
political and social revolution in 
Guatemala. In 1998, two years 
after the signing of the peace 
accords and demobilisation of 
the guerilla forces, the URNG 
became a political party and 

participated in the electoral 
process in 1999. General 
elections are due in September 
2011. The URNG in Alliance 
with FRENTE AMPLIO (Broad 
Front) has endorsed Dr Rigoberta 
Menchu (Indigenous leader and 
1992 Nobel Peace Laureate) 
as Presidential Candidate and 
Anibal Garcia as the Vice-
President Candidate. 

Time is up for 
Murdoch brand
Friday July 8 was the final 
day for submissions to Culture 
Secretary Jeremy Hunt over News 
Corporation’s application for 100 
percent ownership of BSkyB.

Hunt, who received over 100,000 
submissions last week, mainly nega-
tive, has a quasi-judicial role in this 
matter, which gives him personal 
power but also leaves him less wiggle 
room.

He knows, even if he delays 
before announcing his decision, that 
public opinion will be outraged if he 
ducks his responsibility to take the 
right decision.

The Culture Secretary is already 
being shown the way by News of 
the World corporate advertisers, 
which are falling over themselves to 
distance their companies from News 
International.

This is not necessarily an ethical 
stance in all instances. It’s business.

Company bosses understand that 
the Murdoch media group is a toxic 
brand and they appreciate that tying 
their products to it would be akin to 
Mothercare displaying testimonials 
from King Herod.

Most damaging will have been the 
decision by the Royal British Legion 
to end its relationship with the News 
of the World.

There was always an element of 
hypocrisy in the Murdoch press cam-
paigns to “back our boys,” since this 
backing was predicated on supporting 
new Labour and Tory wars that were 
illegal, immoral or unwinnable – or 
all three.

To discover, as the families of 
dead service personnel have, that 
while the News of the World was 
wrapping the union flag around 
itself it was also hacking into their 

telephone message services must be 
gut-wrenching.

Their feelings of betrayal can 
only be imagined, although they are 
unlikely to be well disposed to plans 
to further enhance Rupert Murdoch’s 
domination of Britain’s media.

That is the level of disgust to 
which the Culture Secretary must pay 
heed in his quasi-judicial role.

There should already have been 
ample anti-monopoly arguments to 
sink this proposal, especially when 
the head of the company involved is 
not resident in the UK and pays no 
taxes there.

Even the US, supposedly the 
most vociferous advocate of the free 
market, has immovable laws against 
foreign domination of its domestic 
media.

Murdoch had to switch to US 
citizenship to get his foothold in that 
market.

However, politicians in Britain 
have traditionally bowed the knee 
to News International and sought to 
ingratiate themselves with its top dog.

PMs Tony Blair, Gordon Brown 
and David Cameron all welcomed 
Murdoch to Downing Street in 
the fi rst days of their premiership, 
effectively paying feudal tribute to 
their lord.

The growing advertising boycott 
and cancellation of Murdoch paper 
and TV sales offers the chance of a 
new start.

Now is not an occasion to hide 
timidly behind the Competition 
Commission but to take a bold and 
principled stand by telling Murdoch 
that his time is up and that he won’t 
get BSkyB.
Morning Star Editorial 

To sign on visit: signon.org/sign/save-jeju-island-no-naval

If you do not have internet connection, then write to:

President Lee Myung Bak
c/o Embassy of Republic of Korea
113 Empire Circuit
Yarralumla ACT 2600, Australia

Fax: (61) 02 6273-4839 Email: polres@korea.org.au.



9The Guardian
July 13 2011 International

We, Israeli organisations, Jews 
and Arabs, full-heartedly support 
Freedom Flotilla’s, aim of sailing 
to the Port of Gaza with the pro-
claimed goals of breaking through 
the sea and land siege and blockade 
of Gaza, which is a manifestation 
of a continuing occupation by 
Israel. We condemn the campaign 
of slander which the government 
of Israel is waging against the 
fl otilla and those who take part 
in it. There is a very real reason 
to worry that such lies might be 
designed by the government as a 
pretext and justifi cation in advance 
for further acts of violence against 
activists taking part in a legitimate 
political act of protest.

The Gaza Flotilla is indeed a 
courageous act of political protest, 
an expression of worldwide solidarity 
with the Palestinian people and rejec-
tion of Israeli practices of oppressive 
occupation, as manifested in the 
continuing siege and blockade of 
Gaza and the imposition of collective 
punishment upon a mass of civilians.

At present the Gaza Strip is little 
more than a giant open air prison 
where a million and half residents 
are held, deprived of their funda-
mental rights. It is the right of Gaza 
Palestinians to maintain direct contact 
with the outside world; it is their right 
to open and maintain a sea port where 
vessels might freely dock and depart, 
to import and export all goods, for the 
benefi t of their economy and in fulfi ll-
ment of their needs. The Palestinians 
have all these rights – not one whit 
less than Israel has them. The state of 
Israel is obliged, under International 
Law, to put an end to its control over 
the Gaza Strip – indirect as well 
as direct – which is part of Israel’s 
wider obligations to put an end to 
the occupation of Palestinian terri-
tory and facilitate the independence 
of Palestine. 

We must reiterate that, contrary 
to the statements issuing from the 
government, the fl otilla is acting 
non-violently in setting out to Gaza. 
Moreover, if attacked by Israel’s 
armed forces it is with non-violence 
that activists on board intend to 
respond. A member of the fl otilla’s 
International Coordinating Team 
specifi cally explicitly stated, when 
responding to assertions emanating 
from the security system in Israel, 
that “there are no weapons of any kind 
on board any of our boats – which 
could be confi rmed by dozens of 
international media representative on 
board”. “Activists intending to take 
passage in the fl otilla are undergoing 
non-violence training and sign clear 
personal commitment not to resort 
to violence.”

The government of Israel is 
conducting considerable efforts to 
cause the fl otilla to be regarded with 
fear, and to discourage people from 
taking part in it. So as to create a 
baseless atmosphere of fear, lies are 
knowingly spread, lies regarding 
supposed preparations for violent 
resistance and alleged plans to kill 
soldiers; and peace activists taking 
part are accused of intending to run 
weapons into Gaza. At the same 
time, an unprecedented pressure is 
applied to international journalists, 
so as to deter them from covering the 
fl otilla from on board. The continu-
ing media campaign which is clearly 
designed to cause fear and hatred 
among the Israeli population, and 
there are grounds for suspecting that 
it is intended to provide justifi cation 
in advance for the dangerous and 
harsh outcome liable to occur should 
the boats be violently taken over and 
harm comes to their passengers.

We strongly condemn the gov-
ernment of Greece for its decision 
to block the fl otilla boats from leav-
ing Greek ports in the direction of 

Gaza. This decision is in violation 
of International Law concerning 
Freedom of the Seas, and is highly 
unreasonable. Reports in Israeli news-
papers regarding contacts between 
the governments of Israel and Greece 
create the impression that Greece in 
fact caved in to political pressures of 
an unacceptable kind, applied by the 
government in Israel.

We call upon the government 
of Greece to rescind forthwith its 
order, prohibiting the fl otilla boats 
from leaving the ports of Greece, let 
them sail and ensure the safety of 
passengers and boats alike.

We call upon the government of 
Israel and its armed forces to let the 
boats get to Gaza and deliver peace-
fully their cargo of humanitarian 
supplies.

We hope to witness the boats 
arriving safely to their destination.

We call upon the government of 
Israel to put an immediate end to the 
siege and blockade of Gaza.
*Alternative Information Center 
(AIC); Coalition of Women for 
Peace; Combatants for Peace; 
Gush Shalom; Hithabrut-Tarabut; 
Israeli Committee against 
House Demolitions (ICAHD); 
New Profile; Rabbis for Human 
Rights; Ta’ayush: Arab-Jewish 
Partnership; Yesh Gvul. 

AFRICA: The high economic growth enjoyed by many African 
states during the 2000s has not led to poverty elimination. This 
is because the growth did not happen in the sectors where 
poor people work, as in agriculture, or in the rural areas where 
poor people live, or simply did not involve labour provided by 
they, according to economist Jan Rielaender, who works at 
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) and is co-author of the African Economic Outlook 
(AEO) 2011 report. Economic growth in the region is mostly 
due to investment in oil and other extractive industries but has 
had little effect on poverty. Around 75 percent of foreign invest-
ment in Africa has been in oil-rich countries with few links 
with the rest of the domestic economy or with poor people.

LIBYA: African Union (AU) chairman Jean Ping last week con-
demned Western states for pursuing regime change in Libya 
and urged them to stop bombing the oil-rich country so that 
Libyan citizens could “decide which people are acceptable to 
them” in peace. After a meeting with German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel in Berlin, Mr Ping said that the 54-member state AU 
“wants a ceasefi re. Without a ceasefi re, nothing is possible.” Ms 
Merkel’s administration has recognised Benghazi-based reb-
els as the legitimate government of the country. And at a joint 
news conference with Mr Ping she implied that NATO should 
continue to bomb Libya until “Gadaffi  no longer leads Libya.”

GERMANY: A study jointly conducted by the Frankfurt School 
of Finance and Management, the UN Environment Program 
and the news service Bloomberg New Energy Finance 
found that China is now the world leader in renewable ener-
gy investment. In 2010, China directed a total of US$48.9 
billion into green energy and technology research, particular-
ly for wind farms. Their report, Global Trends in Renewable 
Energy Investment 2011, noted that for the fi rst time ever, devel-
oping countries as a whole exceeded industrialised nations 
in major renewable energy projects. A record US$211 bil-
lion worldwide fl owed into the sector in 2010, an increase of 
around 30 percent year-on-year. The volume of wind energy 
projects jumped 30 percent to US$94.7 billion. Solar energy 
was next with US$86 billion, while energy production from bio-
mass and waste took the third place with US$11 billion invested.

VIETNAM: Tourism is booming with 2.96 million foreign visi-
tors and 17.5 million domestic visitors in the fi rst half of this 
year. This is the highest number of visitors so far, despite a 
number of diffi culties, including price hikes. The capital Hanoi 
received 650,000 foreign tourists during the fi rst six months 
of 2011, up 23 percent over the same period last year, accord-
ing to the Hanoi Department of Culture, Sports and Tourism. 
Most international visitors came from China, Australia and 
Japan. Tourism infrastructure has been upgraded while tour-
ism products and services have improved in quality and variety.

Global Briefs

Israeli peace groups 
support the Gaza-bound 
Freedom Flotilla

Airline workers 
push for rights
Unions from 11 countries have 
joined forces in an international 
campaign to set standard condi-
tions at Skyteam group fi rms. The 
“same team, same rights” initiative 
is backed by unions affiliated 
to the International Transport 
Federation (ITF) and begins as 
British union Unite meets with 
the management of Dutch carrier 
KLM to thrash out decent fl ight 
concessions for all employees at 
ground handler Cobalt, which 
operates at Heathrow’s Terminal 4.

ITF civil aviation secretary 
Gabriel Mocho said: “This cam-
paign has grown out of our deter-
mination that the multinational 
nature of the airline alliances must 
be refl ected by equally co-ordinated 
representation of the rights of the 
workers in them.

“Recent events at Cobalt have 

thrown this into stark relief. New 
workers get no fl ight concessions, 
while for others there’s a whole mix 
of conditions depending on which 
airline they come from.”

Management adopted a 
“divide and rule” policy to worsen 
conditions.

“Company HQ in the Nether-
lands recently took some workers 
and put them on inferior terms. 
Then they decided that everyone 
who had fl ight concessions would 
get less of them,” Mr Mocho said.

Unite had managed to persuade 
bosses to suspend those decisions 
and hold talks.

The campaign aims to draw 
attention to the situation at 
Skyteam, a major airline alliance 
of 13 carriers from four continents 
which is based at Amsterdam’s 
Schiphol airport.

The ITF says it will draw atten-
tion to the social and economic 
benefi ts that fl ight concessions 
bring to airlines.

The plan follows the deci-
sion by unions from 11 countries 
two weeks ago to form a global 
organisation to represent workers 
at Fiat and Chrysler fi rms around 
the world and refl ects the increas-
ing readiness of unions to organise 
internationally to tackle exploitation 
by transnationals.

It should also help to prevent 
bosses from turning workers at 
different fi rms against each other, 
as was tried by management and 
media during the BA cabin crew 
dispute by pointing to inferior con-
ditions among staff at other airlines.
Morning Star 

The following is a Statement of Support for the Gaza-Bound 
Freedom Flotilla issued by a Israeli peace and other groups* 
on July 4:
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Legacy of asylum 
seekers mistreatment

Politics is a calling and parliamen-
tarians are not to be party-bound 
and in dereliction of their consti-
tutional, legal and moral duties 
and propriety. Fremantle Federal 
MP Melissa Parkes cannot believe 
in an end to mandatory detention 
or in the humane treatment of our 
asylum seekers and not publicly 
declare this and break rank on this 
issue, which is causing human mis-
ery and tragedies, from the ALP.

Neither can Senator Louise Pratt 
claim the morality that had her as a 
member of Labor for Refugees nor 
Christopher Evans consider himself 
a Labor left winger who also does 
not believe in mandatory detention. 
If they do not speak up, if they do 
not break ranks then they are just as 
much as part of Julia Gillard’s and 
Chris Bowen’s racist policies. Even 
worse they have allowed what is dirty 
politics, the interests of the party 
before humanity, to subsume their 
alleged moral convictions.

The ancient Spartans lived by a 
philosophical maxim, Mo-lon La-veh, 
which literally translates to “come and 
get me!” – “we shall not compromise 
our truth for anything”. When the 300 
Spartans lost their lives in refusing to 
surrender their principles, a messenger 
relayed their message to Sparta, “Go 
tell the Spartans, Passerby, that here, 
obedient to their laws, we lie.”

Julia Gillard is fast heading down 
the track to leaving a legacy of being 
the Prime Minister with the most 
acute racist policies since Federation 
and those who do not speak up and 
who do not break rank are just as 
much apart of her “council”. They are 
just as responsible for the six suicides 
in ten months as is Julia Gillard and 
Chris Bowen, as were John Howard, 
Philip Ruddock and Amanda Vanstone 
for the Tampa lies and the 353 lives 
lost (of the SIEVX).

Gerry Georgatos
WA

ICC Hypocrisy

The hypocrisy surrounding the 
International Criminal Court’s 
charges against Gaddafi  is appall-
ing. It is clearly a political toy of 
US and NATO imperial policy. 
What of the “crimes” committed 
by Egyptian, Yemeni, Bahraini and 
Syrian leaders? They seem to be 
magically overlooked. 

What of the crimes of the Bush 
administration in Iraq? There is some 
pretty damning footage released by 
Wikileaks that points to deliberate 

slaughter of innocent civilians by US 
troops – why isn’t Bush arraigned?

And what of the heroic pilots who 
wantonly bomb hundreds of civilian 
targets in Libya every day? These 
people suffer virtually no danger in 
the air (any anti-aircraft capacity has 
been carefully destroyed), yet they 
continue to make countless “mistakes” 
which cost innocent lives and destroy 
the total infrastructure of a once pros-
perous nation. They terrorise tens of 
thousands of innocent people daily yet 
they are not classifi ed as “terrorists”(!) 
Who gives these people their orders?

The cool moral detachment of 
these idiotic (“Ooops! Another civil-
ian casualty – sorry about that”) para-
gons never ceases to astound. How on 
Earth can they consider themselves in 
any way superior to Gaddafi ?

Bob Treasure
Warrimoo, NSW

Nannies don’t smoke

It may seem a frivolous comment 
on the big tobacco companies’ 
behaviour but here goes anyway. 
When all these pre-paid bus tickets 
were introduced our local tobac-
conist started selling them. So, was 
I shocked to come face to face with 
that stern-looking character from 
the tobacco lobby advertisement 
on the Nanny state!

It must cost a fortune to supply 
tobacconists with those full-size 
cut-outs! The advertisers are right 
in one sense – people do make their 
own minds. The tobacco industry 

indignation about plain packaging of 
cigarettes and threats of legal action 
will hopefully backfi re.

Those smokers who still smoke 
will continue buying their cigarettes 
no matter what packaging they are 
in. (I am an ex-smoker with years of 
smoking experience). Plain packaging 
is mainly directed at young people 
who often start smoking because it 
looks “cool”.

It might be a good idea for an 
advertising agency to involve young 
people in producing an anti-smoking 
advertisement or campaign. Young 
people are creative and clever and 
I am sure will be able to produce a 
much better advertisement against 
smoking than the tobacco industry 
did.

Stan Stacey
NSW

Govt doesn’t care

Agriculture Minister Joe Ludwig’s 
decision to lift the ban on live cattle 
exports to Indonesia – despite the 
fact that Australian offi cials have 
not inspected any Indonesian 
abattoirs and there is no system 
in place to ensure that cattle are 
stunned prior to slaughter – shows 
that the government doesn’t care 
about animal welfare.

Instead of requiring Indonesian 
abattoirs to make meaningful animal 
welfare improvements, Australia’s 
government has bowed to pressure 
from the livestock industry. This 
comes less than a month after footage 

showing horrifi c cruelty in Indonesian 
abattoirs – including cattle being 
beaten and having their throats hacked 
and their eyes gouged out – aired on 
ABC’s Four Corners, sparking mas-
sive public outrage.

While the public is rightfully 
shocked by this cruelty, PETA has 
known about this and similar abuses 
occurring in the live export industry 
for years. In 2006, after a joint PETA 
and Animals Australia investigation 
showing abattoir workers in Cairo 
chasing cattle, slashing the animals’ 
tendons and beating them with heavy 
metal poles, Australia temporarily 
halted live exports to Egypt, but these 
too have since resumed.

Living beings should not be 
treated worse than cheap cargo. 
It’s time for Australia to do the 
right thing and ban all live animal 
exports for good. To learn more, visit 
PETAAsiaPacific.com.

Jason Baker
Director

People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals (PETA) Australia 
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Voting 
with 
their feet 
The spokespeople for capitalism 
who run Lithuania these days have 
certainly mastered the bourgeois 
art of double-speak (saying one 
thing while meaning something 
completely different). It’s also 
called lying.

They liken Soviet power to 
the Nazi occupation and persecute 
Communists for defending the 
Soviet record. Ironically, while 
the Lithuanian authorities equate 
socialism with fascism and use that 
as the basis for their persecution 
of Communists, they exalt those 
Lithuanian traitors who collaborated 
with the Nazis, rename streets in their 
honour and demolish monuments to 
the Red Army that defeated the Nazis 
and liberated the country from Nazi 
occupation.

The Marxist-Leninist political 
forces in Lithuania are forbidden 
by law from calling themselves 
“Communist”. They had to be content 
with calling themselves the Socialist 
Party of Lithuania (formed in 1994).

In 2009 that party combined with 
the Front Party (formed the previous 
year) to create the Socialist People’s 
Front (SPF). Algirdas Paleckis, the 
leader of the SPF, describes his coun-
try today as “a formal ‘democracy’ 
with developing features of a fascist 
police state”.

The economic policies of all the 
post-Soviet governments in Lithuania 
have been aimed at improving the 
lot of business at the expense of the 
people. As Paleckis says, “they have 
demolished or commercialised the 
education and health care systems, 
diminished the people’s spiritual life 
and widened the gap between people 
and state institutions.”

Most telling of all, however, 
is this comment by him: “The real 
tragedy is that nearly 500,000 of our 
country’s inhabitants, mainly young 
people, have left the Motherland to go 
abroad looking for work, cheaper and 
higher quality education, and a better 
life and secure tomorrow.”

That’s a lot of people from a small 
country, voting with their feet out of 
sheer necessity.

And a potent comment on the 
illusory “freedom” that Gorbachev 
and Shevardnadze thought was so 
superior to socialism.

Did you see the reports in early 
May emanating from oil giant BP 
about the resumption of their 
activities in the Gulf of Mexico? 
To the dismay of many people liv-
ing around shores of the Gulf, BP’s 
fi nance director Byron Grote said, 
“We expect to be back actively 

drilling during the second half of 
the year.”

The company became persona 
non grata along the Gulf coast last 
year when an explosion and fi re at 
its Deepwater Horizon off-shore 
oil rig sent tens of thousands of 
litres of crude oil gushing up into 
the pristine waters of the Gulf. The 
immediate effect was to destroy the 
Gulf’s shrimp fi shing industry, wipe 
out tourism, and cause incalculable 
environmental damage.

Researchers still have no idea 
what the long-term effects of the 
widespread use of massive quantities 
of chemical dispersants will have on 
the region. The dispersants break up 
the oil slicks into lots of tiny frag-
ments that sink to the bottom and 
become part of the food chain!

Shrimps and small fi sh, when 
pounded up and “processed” into 
seafood sticks have long been dispar-
aged as “resembling by-products of 
the oil industry”. Apparently, in future 
they will be.

Meanwhile, huge balls of tar are 
still being washed up on beaches in 
the Gulf. The local fi shing indus-
try has not recovered and in fact 
may never recover fully. To Grote, 
last year’s disaster involving the 
Deepwater Horizon off-shore oil rig 
was just an unwelcome blip on his 

annual fi nancial report, even if the 
company is facing billions in fi nancial 
penalties.

The environmental damage is 
almost beyond comprehension, and 
BP’s name really stank in the US for 
a while. Even President Obama had 
harsh things to say about them. But 
there are big profi ts at stake here so 
BP has put its best PR people (and the 
promise of huge amounts of money 
in compensation) on to the task of 
reshaping public opinion.

Grote’s announcement would 
seem to indicate that BP at least thinks 
they have won that struggle, and that 
shortly BP will be back to business 
as usual.

Before the US openly sent troops 
into Indo China, it fi rst sent in “mili-
tary advisers”. They were US troops 
but they were not there offi cially.

Today, Britain, France and Italy 
have “military advisers” in Libya, 
helping the “rebels” in their efforts 
to overthrow Muammar Gaddafi  and 
install a pro-Western government.

Given Libya’s strategic impor-
tance (and the value of its oil and gas 
reserves), the US is in no rush to let 
the EU install the new government. 
One aligned with the USA would 
obviously be preferred in Washington.

However, while the White House 
maintains that no US ground troops 
are involved in the fi ghting in Libya, 
The New York Times reported last 
March that groups of CIA agents had 
been “working in Libya for weeks” as 
part of the effort to fi ght the Libyan 
army.

Conservatives, like the bully 
boys of the Fishing Party (whose 
only interest would seem to be their 
own pleasure) regard all measures 
to safeguard nature or the environ-
ment as interfering with their right 
to do as they please (and hang the 
consequences).

Their assault on marine parks and 
on any restricting of fi shing is typical 
of their “I’m all right Jack” attitude.

In Britain, the Conservative-
Liberal Democrat coalition govern-
ment has put no less than 278 laws 
– all of which were designed to 
protect the environment and reduce 
carbon emissions – up for abolition 
on the grounds that they are “red tape” 
and a burden on business.

They include the Clean Air 
Act and the National Park Act. 
Greenpeace commented: “When did 
clean air and green jobs become a 
burden?” 

Culture
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Rob Gowland
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Sydney

Resist & Repel O’Farrell’s attacks on public sector workers
Saturday 16 July, 2-4pm MUA Auditorium, Level 1, 365 Sussex Street
Speakers:
• Maritime Union Australia - Paul McAleer, Secretary, Sydney Branch
• Fire Brigade Employees Union: Jim Casey, NSW State Secretary
• Rail, Tram & Bus Industry Union: Tony Clear, NSW President
• Public Service Association: James Shaw, Industrial Offi cer
• NSW Teachers Federation: Peter de Graaf, Asst Gen Sec, Post Schools
• NSW Nurses Association: Holly Rebeiro, Organiser
• Unions NSW: Mary Yaager, Campaigns Offi cer
• Speaker via Unions Strategy Research Group, or Catalyst (tbc)

The NSW O’Farrell Liberal Government has slashed the rights of public sector workers and is planning to take 
away hard-won conditions of employment. Only the most vigorous action by workers and unions and broad 
support of the community will protect public services and assets and the jobs of public sector workers.

This 2-hour symposium aims to take stock of the present situation and help focus the campaign to resist and repel 
these attacks on public sector workers and public services; and to help unions and labour activists be effective in 
building a union-community campaign.

Who should come: rank & fi le unionists, delegates, offi cers, other labour and community activists and supporting 
community organisations.

Program: Hour 1 (2-3pm): speakers Hour 2 (3-4pm): discussion and action planning

For further information or to register contact: shorter_work_week@hotmail.com (otherwise, show up on the day)

July 15
THE NBN DEBATE – 
WHITE ELEPHANT OR INVESTMENT FOR THE FUTURE?
Dean Economou, Dr, Technology Strategist, NICTA; 
Stephen Long, ABC economics Correspondent

July 22
ALP IN BED WITH NEWS LTD – DEMONISING 
THE GREENS & THE BDS OVER ISRAEL & PALESTINE
Lee Rhiannon, Greens Senator; 
Antony Loewenstein, author My Israel Question

July 29
TEA PARTY POLITICS – 
IMPLICATIONS FOR USA & AUSTRALIA
Brendon O'Connor, A/Prof, US Studies Centre, Sydney Uni; 
James Curran, Dr, Dept History, Sydney Uni

August 5
LIBYA, SYRIA, YEMEN: THE RIGHT TO INTERVENE; 
THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT?
Alistair Gee, Exec Director, Act for Peace; 
Jake Lynch, Dr, Director, Centre Peace & Confl ict Studies, Sydney Uni

August 12
THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF UNIVERSITIES: 
EDUCATION OR EXPLOITATION?
Sarah Gregson, Dr, NTEU Branch Pres. UNSW; 
Bonaventure Mkandawere & James Dhizaala, Post Grad. Students Centre 
Peace & Confl ict Studies

August 19
THE JAPANESE CATASTROPHES: GLOBAL IMPLICATIONS
Richard Broinowsky, former Diplomat Japan, author Fact or Fission – the 
Truth About Australia's Nuclear Ambitions; 
David Sweeney, National Nuclear Campaigner, ACF

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney

Every Friday 6pm ’til 7.45
Gaelic Club

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Pat Toms 02 9358 4834
patandbrucetoms@gmail.com

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

Sun 17 July –
Sat 23 July

In the days before recorded 
music, people made their own 

entertainment, becoming profi cient 
in performing music, singing and 
dancing. In Britain, community 
singing, in churches, in music halls, 
domestic parties – anywhere, became 
very popular.

Today, this tradition survives only 
at football games. Anywhere else, 
most people seem too embarrassed 
to contemplate singing in public even 
in a group (except with electronic 
assistance at Karioke). But young 
choir-master Gareth Malone seems 
determined to change all that.

His efforts have been covered in 
two previous strands of the TV docu-
mentary series The Choir. In one, he 
took a group of kids who had never 
sung before all the way to the Choir 
Olympics. In the other, a group of 
novice boys ended up singing at the 
Albert Hall.

This week begins the third series, 
The Choir: Unsung Town (ABC1 
Sundays from July 17 at 7.30pm). 
The two previous series centred on 
teenagers. This time the very middle 
class Gareth focuses on adults in a 
working class housing estate with 
almost no cultural activity of any kind.

In his quest to prove to this 
deprived community that choral sing-
ing can be benefi cial and unifying, 
Gareth has to contend not just with 
the locals’ feelings of inadequacy but 
with cases of race prejudice and even 
class prejudice.

However, he is energetic and 
courageous and the people in the com-
munity are soon clearly proud of what 
will quickly become “their” choir. 

In its way, this is a genuinely 
inspiring series.

The fictional village of 
Midsomer is notorious for 

having an outrageous rate of violent 
deaths. Apparently, when the produc-
ers of MiIdsomer Murders (ABC1 
Sundays from July 17 at 8.30pm) 
heeded the criticism and reduced 
the homicide rate to more normal 
levels, the viewers raised a storm of 
protest and the frequent killings were 
reinstated.

Hardly mentally taxing, the series 
has proved to be consistently popular. 
In fact, it is now (almost unbelievably) 
in its 14th season, having outlasted its 
star John Nettles who has retired and 
been replaced by Neil Dudgeon (Mrs 
Bradley’s chauffeur/assistant from The 
Mrs Bradley Mysteries).

On the strength of the fi rst episode 
of the new series, Dudgeon will make 
a very satisfactory DCI John Barnaby 
(a relative of Nettle’s character). The 
rest of the regular cast are unchanged, 
so the series stands or falls on the 
quality of the writing of each episode. 
And that, for this kind of drama series, 
requires little more than ingenuity and 
competence.

As I said before, the series is 
hardly mentally taxing. Made for 
British commercial TV, Midsomer 
Murders is however graced by a 
wealth of guest stars illustrating once 
again the depth of British stage and 
screen acting talent.

Here’s some free advice 
for you: if you are ever 

in England in August try to avoid 
becoming ill or having an accident, 
because it seems that in August “most 
senior hospital staff are on holiday” 
replaced by over 7,000 inexperienced, 
newly qualifi ed doctors who still 
look like the students they were only 
weeks before.

Starting work in a hospital for 
the fi rst time must be daunting in any 
circumstances, but being followed 
around by a camera crew intent on 
recording every embarrassing gaffe 
while constantly pumping you for 
your thoughts and reactions at every 
stage of your working day would be 
my idea of a nightmare.

The seven young doctors being 
followed by camera crews in the six-
part series Junior Doctors: Your Life 
In Their Hands (ABC1 Thursdays 
from July 21 at 9.30pm) somehow 
manage to cope with it, but they all 
fi nd being a doctor involves plenty of 
other stress-inducing complications.

A fl y-on-the-wall documentary, 
with elements of the video-diary, this 
is a very watchable series, as these 
real people deal with very real situa-
tions and people. The medical crises 
that arise have a chaotic, true to life 

look about them that is distinctly dif-
ferent from the similar emergencies 
portrayed in medical drama series.

Satire and cynicism are not the 
same thing, but on television, 

they are often confused. Certainly, 
the new series of the British series 
The Thick Of It (ABC2 Thursdays 
from July 21 at 10.30pm), which 
The Times described as “most vicious 
satire”, is rife with cynicism.

It is also a very clever, if some-
what bitter, portrait of British govern-
ment today (Labour or Con-Dem, 
doesn’t matter). In many ways a 
modernised and updated version of 
Yes Minister, the new series of The 
Thick Of It sees the PM reshuffl e the 
Cabinet to try to look like he’s doing 
something. 

However, with the ship of state 
obviously heading for the rocks, no 
one wants the lowly Cabinet post of 
Secretary of State for Social Affairs 
and Citizenship. So the PM’s hatchet-
man Malcom Tucker (played by a 
foul-mouthed Peter Capaldi) bullies 
and fl atters equally lowly MP Nicola 
Murray into taking the job.

Nicola is played with style and 
aplomb by Rebecca Front. Her 

team of second rate public servants 
is played by Chris Addison, Roger 
Allam and James Smith. But her 
staff member who seems to cop the 
most fl ak is her media adviser Terri, 
played brilliantly by Joanna Scanlan 
(the other nurse in Jo Brand’s Getting 
On).

The show’s humour chiefly 
derives from the way it imputes the 
worst possible ethics, morals and 
motives to the government ministers 
in virtually all cases and all situa-
tions (I did mention it was cynical, 
didn’t I?).

The resemblance to Tony Blair’s 
ministry is painfully obvious, but 
clearly it could as easily be Cameron’s 
Con-Dem government – or indeed 
almost any British government of the 
last several decades.

The British do this sort of pro-
gram so much more credibly than the 
Yanks. The MPs and public servants 
all look like normal people, not TV 
starlets (compare the women here with 
those on Spin City, another hip show 
about behind the scenes of politics).

Both shows are funny, but 
only The Thick Of It can be called 
satire. 

Rob Gowland

previews
ABC & SBS

Public Television

The Choir: Unsung Town (ABC1 Sundays from July 17 at 7.30pm).
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Attending to other matters that are now top 
priority, I momentarily strayed from the 
frequency with which I had been writing 
Refl ections in the year 2010; however, Hugo 
Chávez Frías’ proclamation last Thursday 
June 30, obliges me to write these lines. 
(The proclamation referred to was made 
in Havana where emergency surgery on an 
abcessed tumour in the pelvic region neces-
sitated further major surgery and treatment 
after the discovery of carcinogenic cells.) 
The Venezuelan people fl ooded the streets 
of Venezuela on his return on the Sunday 
to express their support.

The president of Venezuela is one of the 
men who has done the most for the health and 
education of his people; since these are subjects 
where the Cuban Revolution has accumulated 
the most experience, we gladly collaborate to the 
maximum with this sister country in both areas.

It is by no means a matter of that country 
lacking doctors; quite the opposite. They had 
an abundance of doctors, among them there 
were even fi rst-class professionals, just as in 
other Latin American countries. It is a social 
matter. The best medical doctors and the most 
sophisticated equipment could be placed at 
the service of private medicine, as it is in 
all capitalist countries. And often not even 
that, because in underdeveloped capitalism, 
like the type that used to exist in Venezuela, 
the wealthy class had suffi cient means to go 
to the best hospitals in the United States or 
Europe, something that was and is customary 
and nobody can deny it.

Even worse, the United States and Europe 
have been noted for seducing the best special-
ists from any exploited Third World country 
to abandon their homeland and to emigrate to 
the consumer societies. Training doctors for 
that world in the developed countries implies 
fabulous sums of money that millions of poor 
Latin American and Caribbean families would 
never be able to pay.

In Cuba, that used to happen until the 

Revolution took up the challenge, not just of 
training doctors capable of serving our own 
country, but also the other peoples of Latin 
America, the Caribbean or the world.

Never have we stolen the intelligences of 
other peoples. On the contrary; in Cuba we have 
trained tens of thousands of doctors and other 
top-level professionals, for free, in order to send 
them back to their own countries.

Thanks to the profound Bolivarian and 
Marti-inspired revolutions, Venezuela and Cuba 
are countries where health and education have 
been extraordinarily developed. Every citizen 
has the real right to receive general education 
and professional training at no cost, something 
that the United States has not been able to ensure 
for all its inhabitants.

The reality is that the government of that 
country invests a billion dollars every year on 
its military machine and its war adventures. 
Furthermore, it is the greatest exporter of weap-
ons and the instruments of death and the greatest 

market for drugs in the world. Because of this 
traffi c, tens of thousands of Latin American 
lives are lost every year.

It is such a real and well-known fact that 
more than 50 years ago, a president having 
military origins bitterly denounced the decisive 
power accumulated by the military-industrial 
complex in that country.

These words would be superfl uous if it 
were not for the intervention of the hateful and 
repugnant campaign unleashed by the massive 
Venezuelan oligarchy media, at the service of 
that empire, using the health problems being 
experienced by the Bolivarian President. We 
are united to the President with close and 
indestructible bonds of friendship that came 
into being from his fi rst visit to our homeland 
on December 13, 1994.

Some were surprised by the coincidence of 
his visit to Cuba with the necessity of seeking 
medical care. The Venezuelan President visited 
out country with the same aim that took him 
to Brazil and Ecuador. He had no intention of 
receiving medical care in our homeland.

It is well-known that for a few years now, a 
team of Cuban health specialists are providing 
their services to the Venezuelan President who, 
loyal to his Bolivarian principles, never con-
sidered them to be undesirable foreigners, but 
sons and daughters of the Great Latin American 
Homeland on behalf of which The Liberator 
fought, right up to his last living breath.

The fi rst contingent of Cuban doctors 
left for Venezuela when the Vargas Stadium 
tragedy occurred, taking thousands of this 
noble country’s lives. This action of solidarity 
was nothing new; it made up a tradition well-
established in our country from the fi rst years 
of the Revolution, from the time almost half a 
century ago when Cuban doctors were sent to 
recently-independent Algeria. That tradition 
grew stronger while the Cuban Revolution, 
in the midst of a cruel blockade, was training 
internationalist doctors.

Countries such as Peru, Somoza’s Nicaragua 

and other countries in our hemisphere and in 
the Third World were suffering from tragedies 
as a result of earthquakes or other causes that 
required Cuba’s solidarity. So, our country 
became the nation in the world that had the 
highest rate of doctors and specialised health 
personnel, with extremely high levels of experi-
ence and professional capabilities.

President Chávez put a great emphasis in 
relating with our health personnel. This way, 
a bond of confi dence and friendship was born 
between him and the Cuban doctors who were 
always very sensitive to the treatment of the 
Venezuelan leader; and he was able to create 
thousands of health centres and outfi t them with 
the necessary equipment in order to provide free 
services for all Venezuelans. There was no other 
government in the world that did so much, in 
such a short time, for the health of its people.

A large percentage of Cuban health per-
sonnel provided services in Venezuela and 
many of them also acted as teachers in certain 

subjects that were being taught to train more 
than 20,000 young Venezuelans who began 
to graduate as medical doctors. Many of 
them began their studies in our country. The 
internationalist doctors, members of Battalion 
51, graduates of the Latin American School of 
Medicine, have earned solid prestige in car-
rying out complicated and diffi cult missions. 
On these bases my relations in this fi eld with 
President Hugo Chávez were built.

I should add that in the course of more than 
12 years, since February 2, 1999, the president 
and leader of the Venezuelan Revolution has 
not rested one single day and thus he occupies 
a unique place in the history of this hemisphere. 
All of his energy has been dedicated to the 
Revolution.

One could say that for every extra hour 
Chávez dedicates to his work, the president of 

the United States rests for two hours.
It was diffi cult, almost impossible, that his 

health would not suffer some sort of breakdown 
and this is what happened in the last few months.

He is a person used to the rigors of military 
life and he would stoically put up with the 
aches and pains that were plaguing him with 
ever increasing frequency. Given the friendly 
relations developed and the constant exchanges 
between Cuba and Venezuela, added to my 
personal health experience that I underwent 
since the proclamation of July 30, 2006, it is not 
unusual that I should have noticed the need for 
a strict medical check-up for the President. He 
is far too generous in granting me any special 
merit in this matter.

Of course, I admit that it was no easy task 
that I set for myself. It wasn’t diffi cult for me 
to notice that he had some health problems. 
Seven months had gone by since his last visit 
to Cuba. The medical team devoted to caring 
for his health had pleaded for me to take up 

the matter. From the very fi rst moment, the 
President’s attitude was one of informing the 
people, with complete clarity, about the state 
of his health. That was why, at the point by 
then of returning, via his minister of Foreign 
Affairs, he informed the people about his health 
up to that instant and he promised to keep them 
informed in detail.

Each treatment was accompanied by rigor-
ous cellular and laboratory analyses, of the kind 
that are done under such circumstances.

One of the tests, several days following 
the fi rst surgery, showed results that indicated 
more radical surgery and special treatment for 
the patient.

In his dignifi ed message on June 30, the 
noticeably recovered President speaks about the 
state of his health with absolute clarity.

I admit that it was no easy task for me to 
inform my friend about the new development. 
I could see the dignity with which he received 
the news that – while his mind was dealing 
with so many important tasks, among them the 
celebrations commemorating the Bicentennial 
and the formalisation of the agreement on Latin 
American and Caribbean unity – much more 
than the physical suffering that radical surgery 
would imply, signifi ed a test, as he put it, that 
he compared to the diffi cult moments he had to 
face in his lifetime as an unyielding combatant.

Along with him, the team of persons caring 
for him and who he described as sublime fought 
a magnifi cent battle which I have witnessed.

With no hesitation whatsoever, I state that 
the results are impressive and that the patient 
fought a decisive battle that shall lead him and 
Venezuela along with him, to a great victory.

Now the external and internal enemies of 
Hugo Chávez are at the mercy of his words and 
his initiatives. Without a doubt there shall be 
surprises in store for them. Let us wish him our 
most steadfast support and trust. The lies of the 
empire and the treason of the quislings shall be 
defeated. Today there are millions of militant 
and aware Venezuelans who shall never be 
made to submit to the oligarchy and the empire.

Fidel Castro Ruz (Abridged) 

Refl ections by Comrade Fidel

A brilliant and 
courageous statement

There was no other government in the world that did 
so much, in such a short time, for the health of its people.


