
A big nationwide mobilisation which started 
last week with the 48-hour strike continues 
with the class oriented forces playing the 
leading role. 

The fl ags of All Workers Militant Front 
(PAME) waved in workplaces, enterprises, con-
struction sites, ports, public authorities. Tens of 
thousands of workers responded to the militant 
call of PAME. The strike has succeeded! Self-
employed, poor farmers, pensioners, immigrants 
and students were there too.

Hard Battles took place at the gates of the 
factories and the ramps of the ships in order to 
picket the strike and make capital feel the power 
of the working class where it hurts most, as hap-
pened yesterday when hundreds of thousands 
took part in the strike.

During the dozens of demonstrations 
held throughout the country protesters voted 
unanimously against the measures in streets 
and squares.

The working people reject the new anti-
people measures and refuse to become slaves 
of the plutocracy. We should note that the 
new anti-people measures reduce wages and 
pensions, increase further retirement ages and 
indirect taxation from 13% to 23%, strike a 
blow on social security and the list of hazardous 
occupations, increase the daily unpaid work-
ing time, establish particularly low wages for 
young people.

Also abolish collective labour agreements, 
establish temporary contracts which entail dis-
missals without compensation, reduce “social” 
benefi ts etc. In addition, they privatise compa-
nies, land, water supply services, ports, airports 
etc that were owned by the state in order to bring 
money to state funds and pay the debt, as they 
claim themselves. Nevertheless, the reason is 
that they want to hand over new sectors of the 
economy to the capitalists in order to invest 
their over-accumulated capital.

The vast majority of the protesters who 
participated in the strike demonstrations held in 
65 cities demonstrated with the fl ags of PAME 
and not with the so-called “indignant citizens” 
or with the leaderships of the yellow unions 
GSEE-ADEDY.

The Executive Secretariat of PAME saluted 
the hundreds of thousands of strikers who fought 
decisively for the strike. On the afternoon of 
the fi rst day of the strike PAME organised a 
massive demonstration in the centre of Athens 
which extended up to the parliament. The strong 
picket lines of the demonstration prevented small 
provocateur groups from setting up provocations 
with the aim to dissolve the demonstration.

Although hundreds of thousands of strik-
ers struggled dynamically for the strike, which 

succeeded all over the country, although streets 
and squares fl ooded by the demonstrations, 
the international media showed the activity 
of the provocateurs as if it was the main issue 
in Greece and hardly spent a few seconds for 
the strike.

The press offi ce of the KKE noted in its 
statement: “quite accidentally” the various 
groups of hooded people appeared during the 
strike demonstrations with the police riot forces. 
This fact is yet more evidence that enables the 
people to see that the movement which the 
system and their repressive mechanisms are 
afraid of is the movement in the factories and 
the enterprises, the movement of the working 
class that gives a perspective to the people. The 
class oriented workers’ movement knows how to 
struggle and protect itself from the provocateurs. 
The struggles continue undiminished.  

Furthermore, the Executive Secretariat 
denounced the stage-managed games of some 
dozens of hooded individuals with the police riot 
forces because they seek to slander the workers’ 
struggles, intimidate the working people and the 
youth and prevent their participation in the strike 
demonstrations. PAME called on the workers to 
defy them and give an organised answer to the 
provocative action of these mechanisms through 
their mass participation in the demonstrations. 

In an interview at MEGA TV channel on 
June 28 KKE General Secretary Aleka Papariga, 
talking about the possibility of bankruptcy in 
case the parliament does not adopt the anti-
people measures of the government the GS of 
the CC said: 

“Bankruptcy is a fact. Perhaps now they 
agree on the conditions or the distribution of 
the possible losses among the creditors.” Aleka 
Papariga called on the people to struggle for 
the disengagement of the country from the EU 
and for parallel radical changes in society and 
economy.

On the second day of the strike PAME along 
with PASEVE (Nationwide Antimonopoly Rally 
of the Self-employed and the small Tradesman), 
PASY (All Farmers’ Militant Rally ), MAS 
(Students’ Militant Front ) and OGE (Greek 
Women Federation) held mass strike demonstra-
tions in 65 large cities of the country.

In Athens the demonstration took place in 
Omonoia square. A delegation of the Central 
Committee of the KKE headed by the Aleka 
Papariga participated in the demonstration. 
Afterwards followed a march in the streets of 
the city that ended to Omonia square where the 
protesters stayed till the voting on the package 
of the new anti-people measures which was 
adopted in the afternoon by the parliamentary 
majority of PASOK, with 155 votes. 
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To the comrades of the Communist Party of Greece and 
the All Workers Militant Front (PAME)

On behalf of the members of the Communist Party of Australia I take this 
opportunity to congratulate the Communist Party of Greece and the 
workers organised in PAME for their inspirational resistance to the cruel 
austerity measures being imposed on the people of Greece. The passage 
of legislation through the parliament by the loyal servants of capitalism 
will not defeat the resistance of Greek workers, students, small business 
owners and pensioners. The massively supported strike last week was just 
the beginning. The campaign will go on until victory is secured for the 
people. We are confident to predict this because of the sound leadership 
being provided in this struggle by the Communist Party of Greece and PAME 
and the bold actions being carried out by the people of Greece to defend 
themselves from attack. Workers around the world will learn the lessons of 
your struggle and your ultimate victory.

In solidarity

Dr Hannah Middleton
General Secretary – Communist Party of Australia
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PRESS FUND
Capitalism never sleeps! Corrupt developers constantly watch for 
lucrative real estate opportunities, regardless of public interest, 
while corporations defend polluting or unhealthy industries with 
legal challenges or threats of same, and profit-gouging mining 
barons launch vicious advertising campaigns against governments 
that seek to impose even the most feeble financial impositions 
on them. We can’t afford to sleep either, but in order for The 
Guardian to carry out its task of exposing the very nasty world 
of big business, we need your help, by way of contributions to the 
Press Fund, so please send us a contribution for the next issue! 
Many thanks to the following for their generous support this week:
In memory of Harry Black, from Marie McClintock $20
Also: Lawrence Newcombe $5, Anonymous  $512, James Kiek $12, 
“Round Figure” $11
This week’s total: $560 Progressive total: $8,250

Unemployment a burning issue
Twenty or 30 years ago, full employment was a popular de-

mand but at present it is nowhere to be seen on the agenda of 
the major political parties. When the neo-liberals took over with 
their scorched earth economic policies and attacks on trade unions 
and workers, they redefi ned the term “full employment” as fi ve 
percent unemployment. As an issue unemployment has been buried. 
When the offi cial rate hits the fi ve percent region, governments, 
the Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) and the big end of town 
warn of dangerous infl ationary pressures, perpetrating the myth 
that wage rises cause infl ation.

After all wages could be forced up through a shortage of labour 
and eat into profi ts! A reserve pool of labour desperate for work 
gives employers more power to stand over workers and hold down 
wages and working conditions – and that is the way they like it. 
According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), in May 
2011 the offi cial unemployment rate was 4.9 percent – “full employ-
ment”! The number of unemployed was given as 588,400 persons.

The ABS’s defi nition of employed includes anyone who was 
paid for one hour or more of work during the previous week. It 
bears no relation to a worker being employed for enough hours to 
receive a living wage, let alone having regular hours of work. The 
ABS’s offi cial unemployment fi gure does not include the under-
employed who have some work but are looking for more work. 
Nor does it include the hidden unemployed who have given up the 
constant search for work.

“You’d be hard pressed to fi nd a more deceptive set of statistics 
about the Australian economy than our unemployment data,” said 
Michael Dwyer writing in the Perspective section of The Australian 
Financial Review (June 18-19, 2011). Michael Dwyer uses the ABS’s 
own statistics to demonstrate how misleading the offi cial 4.9 percent 
fi gure really is. There were 1.29 million who wanted to work but 
did not appear in the offi cial unemployment statistics – including 
the hidden unemployed. There were another 854,000 who the ABS 
says are underemployed. If you like statistics then start adding 
these fi gures up, they don’t look anything like 4.9 percent.

Dwyer cites a Roy Morgan estimate that 1.7 million Australians 
were unemployed or underemployed. That is a whopping 14.2 
percent of the labour force.

The Centre of Full Employment and Equity (CofFEE), at the 
University of NSW, has developed its own labour market indicators 
taking into consideration offi cial unemployment, underemployment 
and hidden unemployment. With a fi gure of 11.2 percent, they 
confi rm the inadequacy and deceptive nature of the offi cial ABS 
rate. The Centre is a research unit which has the aim of working 
with the community “to restore full employment and equity in 
Australian society”.

The ABS offi cial unemployment rate is a whitewash. It is of 
no use to economists who are seriously interested in the labour 
market. The statistic is handy for politicians attempting to sell 
the electorate a lie about a booming economy and the need for 
a budget surplus. It serves the RBA which uses the tight labour 
market line to argue that workers will gain larger wage increases 
and so cause infl ationary pressures in the economy.

This in turn is used as an excuse to increase the offi cial interest 
rate and so cool or contract the economy, driving more people into 
the ranks of the unemployed. Apart from the mining sector, most 
of the economy is in recession or extremely fl at, people are being 
sacked, businesses going bust and families losing their homes.

It is time that job creation was put back on the agenda. That 
politicians stopping ducking the issues by using crook statistics 
and making references to a “patchy economy”. Instead of cutting 
public sector spending and jobs, governments at all levels should be 
expanding the public sector and employing more teachers, nurses 
and community workers. There is huge scope for the expansion 
of the public sector into research and development of renewable 
energy sources and public infrastructure in particular. The ABS 
is capable of excellent research it is time it sorted out its employ-
ment statistics to give a rate that is a true indicator of the reality 
on the ground.

The Irish-owned ship, the MV Saoirse, that was 
meant to take part in Freedom Flotilla 2 has been 
sabotaged in a dangerous manner in the Turkish 
coastal town of Göcek, where it had been at berth 
for the past few weeks. Visual evidence of the under-
ship sabotage, which was carried out by divers, will 
be presented today at a press conference in Dublin 
at 11am in Buswell’s Hotel. Photographs and video 
footage of the damage are available from the Irish 
Ship to Gaza campaign.

The propeller shaft had been weakened by saboteurs 
who cut, gouged or fi led a piece off the shaft. This had 
weakened the integrity of the shaft, causing it to bend 
badly when put in use. The damage was very similar to 
that caused to the Juliano, another fl otilla ship, in Greece. 
The consequent damage would have happened gradually 
as the ship was sailing and would have culminated in a 
breach of the hull.

The Irish Ship to Gaza campaign believes that Israel 
has questions to answer and must be viewed as the chief 
suspect in this professional and very calculating act of 
sabotage.

Commenting on the attack from Göcek in Turkey, Dr 
Fintan Lane, national coordinator of Irish Ship to Gaza, 
who owns the vessel, said: “This is an appalling attack 
and should be condemned by all right-thinking people. It 
is an act of violence against Irish citizens and could have 
caused death and injury. If we had not spotted the damage 
as a result of a short trip in the bay, we would have gone 
to sea with a dangerously damaged propeller shaft and 
the boat would have sunk if the hull had been breached. 
Imagine the scene if this had happened at night time.”

He continued: “One of the most shocking aspects is 

the delayed nature of the sabotage. It wasn’t designed 
to stop the ship from leaving its berth; instead, it was 
intended that the fatal damage to the ship would occur 
while she was at sea and this could have resulted in the 
deaths of several of those on board. This was a potentially 
murderous act.

“We will not be intimidated by attacks like this - it 
simply highlights the aggression that the Palestinian 
people of Gaza have to put up with on a daily basis. It 
strengthens our determination to continue until this illegal 
and immoral blockade is lifted.

“It is important that everybody make their voices heard 
in solidarity with the people of Gaza and in support of 
the fl otilla. The Israeli embassy should become a focal 
point for street demonstrations. These saboteurs came 
very close to killing Irish citizens.”

Pat Fitzgerald, a Sinn Fein member of Waterford 
County Council and chief engineer on the Saoirse, com-
mented: “We were very lucky to discover this act of 
sabotage when we did. We felt vibrations from the shaft 
as we were returning to the berth on Monday evening 
following a short trip in the bay for refuelling purposes. 
Close inspection by divers revealed a large man-made 
gouge on one side of the propeller shaft. The integrity of 
the shaft had been compromised and a very serious bend 
had developed. This could have caused fatalities had we 
set to sea and almost certainly would have sunk the boat 
when the engine revs were increased. It was an act of 
sheer lunacy and endangered the lives of all on board.”

The sabotage has been reported to the harbour master 
in Göcek and Irish Ship to Gaza are asking for a full 
investigation by the Turkish police. 

Sabotage of MV Saoirse 
in Turkey “an act of 
international terrorism”

Greening the Party Building
Taking advantage of NSW gov-
ernment subsidies to have offi ce 
buildings audited for energy 
consumption we engaged a group 
to do an energy audit of the Party 
Building. Their report said “Based 
on the energy bills you supplied, 
the annual electricity costs for 
your business are $2,242.55 
which equates to approximately 
11.61 tonnes of carbon pollution 
annually.”

A recommendation from that 

audit was that the fl uorescent lights 
in the building be replaced with 
energy saving ones. The cost to 
the party would have been around 
$1,500 but the saving per year 
would be in the order of $500.

The May Day raffl e was con-
ducted with the purpose of rais-
ing the necessary fi nance for the 
purchase and installation of these 
lights. We achieved a total close 
to the target around $1,200! We 
are putting the funds you raised to 

work. Thanks to all those who par-
ticipated in the May Day raffl e.

Last Wednesday June 29 the 
electrical contractors were in the 
building changing lights on all 
fl oors and starting the greening of 
the party building. Already party 
workers in the building have taken 
steps to reduce our energy con-
sumption by turning off appliances 
and lights when not needed. 

Electrical contractors installing energy effi cient lights at the CPA head offi ce in Sydney.
Photo: Denis Doherty
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As part of the International 
Program on the State of the Oceans 
(IPSO) scientists are preparing a 
comprehensive assessment of the 
health of the world’s oceans. The 
report is of major signifi cance, 
because the oceans create half of 
our oxygen, drive weather systems, 
modulate the atmosphere and 
provide us with food and other 
resources. Although the report 
will not be published until next 
year, research already conducted 
has demonstrated that oceanic 
ecosystems are seriously threatened 
because of human activity.

Emptying the oceans 
Between 9,000 and 10,000 tonnes 

of fi sh are caught every year. Until 
fairly recently, over-fishing and 
habitat destruction have been mainly 
responsible causes for the world-wide 
exhaustion of fi sh stocks.

The international fi shing industry 
is a text-book case of capitalism’s 
“anarchy of production”. Disputes 
between Western European nations 
over fi shing rights prompted the “cod 
wars” some thirty years ago. The dis-
puting parties reached an uneasy truce 
but the underlying problem, declining 
stocks of the north-west Atlantic cod, 
was not tackled and stocks of cod 
have now been decimated.

Similar disputes have broken 
out elsewhere, for example over 
un authorised fishing for “orange 
roughy” and other species within 
Australian Antarctic waters. An inter-
national dispute has raged for decades 
over whaling, in particular Japan’s 
despicable whaling program which 
it describes as part of a “scientifi c 
study” of whales.

Stocks of fi sh in shallow depths 
are now declining rapidly because 
of over-fi shing, As a result, fi shing 
craft are now turning to trawling at 
great depths and across the sea bed, 
even over coral reefs, which not only 
decimates stocks of fi sh but also ruins 
their habitat.

Ocean pollution: a 
massive problem

Pesticide and fertilizer run-off and 
mineral extraction are major factors 
in declining fi sh stocks. Disposal of 
human and animal waste in the sea 
promotes the growth of micro-organ-
isms such as algae, which smothers 

coral polyps, vividly demonstrated by 
damage to the Great Barrier Reef and 
other coral systems. Because of rising 
sea levels, pollution and other factors, 
16 percent of the world’s coral reefs 
suffered bleaching in 1998.

The mining industry is now a 
major contributor to marine pollution, 
because of the leakage of oil and gas 
from drilling rigs, as demonstrated 

by last year’s massive leakage of oil 
from the BP drilling rig in the Gulf 
of Mexico, and leakages in Australian 
waters and elsewhere.

Coral reefs in the Indonesian-
controlled West Papuan island of Raja 
Ampat host an amazing 75 percent of 
the world’s coral living organisms. 
However, the coral’s very existence 
is now threatened by the mining 
of coastal soil which is shipped to 
Queensland Nickel’s Yabulu refi nery 
for extraction of nickel and cobalt.

The mining process strips veg-
etation and after rain the reef waters 

become stained deep red from loose 
soil, which sinks and smothers the 
coral. Protests from the local com-
munity have been silenced by the 
Indonesian military.

The introduction of alien species 
is also a signifi cant threat. Shipping 
activities are largely responsible, for 
example by fl ushing ballast water in 
an area different from where it was 

taken on board, or by the transport 
of marine species on ships’ hulls. 
The introduction of alien species, 
combined with overfi shing, is said 
to have resulted in the collapse of 
marine ecosystems in the Black Sea 
in the 1990’s.

Climate change, the 
rising challenge

Because of greenhouse gas 
increases, the atmosphere is warming 
over most of the Earth’s surface, even 
though certain areas such as Western 

Europe are likely to become colder 
because of alterations in the fl ow of 
the ocean currents, which in turn will 
have a devastating effect on marine 
species that rely on currents for access 
to food and breeding areas.

The oceans have absorbed more 
than 80 percent of the atmosphere’s 
increased heat, resulting in a rise in 
the volume of the oceans and sea 

levels. The oceans have also absorbed 
33 percent of human-emitted carbon 
dioxide, and as a result the ocean 
water is becoming acidic and is gradu-
ally eating into the shells of shellfi sh 
and crustaceans. The impact is most 
noticeable in the thinning shells of the 
smaller species, which will have no 
protection from their predators if their 
shells disappear altogether.

The loss of these shell fi sh would 
have a massive impact on the marine 
food chain. Some scientists now pre-
dict that because of climate change, 
over fi shing, pollution and other prob-
lems, there will be no fi sh for human 
consumption within thirty years.

Capitalism responds
Certain sections of capital (par-

ticularly those involved in emerging 
renewable energy systems) have taken 
a progressive position with regard to 
climate change. However, minerals 
and oil interests have frustrated effec-
tive action, as demonstrated starkly 

at the Copenhagen conference on 
climate change.

Climate change is now melting 
the Canadian coastal ice, which 
promises to deliver the “north-west 
passage”, the holy grail of nineteenth–
century maritime trade between the 
Pacifi c and Atlantic oceans. As a 
result, tension is rising between the 
governments of Canada and the US, 
both of which are laying claim to 
potential shipping routes between 
the coast of Canada and the northern 
Canadian islands.

Meanwhile, as fi sh stocks fall, 
fishing corporations buy ever-
bigger craft and nets, committing 
themselves further and further into 
debt in order to chase ever smaller 
stocks of fi sh.

The way forward
Marine scientists have called 

for the creation of extensive new 
marine reserves around the world, to 
provide fi sh sanctuaries and breeding 
grounds.

However, last week the NSW 
O’Farrell government entered into 
an agreement with the Shooters’ and 
Fishers’ Party to oppose any moves 
to create new marine reserves or to 
extend existing reserves, in return for 
which the government will presum-
ably receive support from the Shooters 
and Fishers in the Upper House for 
government initiatives, e.g. new 
industrial relations laws.

That’s an extremely retrogressive 
move, but in a sense it shows the way 
forward. Australia’s historic two-party 
system is beginning to break down, 
and the balance of power is shifting 
to the smaller parties. That’s why 
forming alliances with left-wing 
and progressive parties on issues of 
common agreement is so important in 
uniting to defeat the parties of reac-
tion and playing our part in saving the 
ocean – and the world. 

World’s oceans under threat

Pete’s Corner

Adelaide

Some scientists now predict that because of 
climate change, over fishing, pollution and 

other problems, there will be no fish for human 
consumption within thirty years.
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Aged care – funding cuts 
ahead of “reform”
Bob Briton

The predictions were right – federal fund-
ing for aged care is to increase by just 1.9 
percent this year. That’s half the rate of 
infl ation of 3.9 percent and way below price 
rises for essentials like fresh vegetables, 
which jumped 16 percent last quarter. 
Aged Care Association Australia CEO 
Rod Young said last week that the increase 
represented $2.20 a day for each resident 
or “equivalent to the cost of one banana”. 
Unfortunately, residents probably won’t 
see an extra banana or anything else. The 
below infl ation “increase” is actually a cut 
to a service sector already in deep trouble.

Privatisation and deregulation have taken 
a heavy toll on aged care in Australia. The 
administrative eye is fi xed on the bottom line 
and cost cutting and staffi ng cutbacks are 

generally the order of the day. Some time back, 
The Guardian carried a piece by Rebecca, who 
had been working in aged care for ten years in 
a range of low-care facilities.

“It is a very rushed kind of system where 
there’s usually only one or two carers for 20 
or so people and you’ve got to attend to all 
their different dietary needs and yes, it’s quite 
a demanding job.

“Carers’ average age is around 50; it’s an 
older person’s job usually and it’s predominantly 
women that do the work. There are a lot of 
people from non-English speaking backgrounds 
because the conditions and wages are so low 
not a lot of people want to do the work so it’s 
usually people who are new to the country that 
do the work.”

It can be backbreaking work attending to 
elderly people with varying degrees of loss 
of mobility, dementia and depression. A lack 

of qualifi ed staff means that minor incidents 
and ailments often result in an unnecessary 
ambulance trip to a hospital already straining 
to provide beds for patients. These situations 
will get worse with the effective funding cut.

Most importantly, there is the impact on 
elderly people receiving care at home or in 
facilities. Aged and Community Services CEO 
Patrick McClure said aged care providers ques-
tion how the government could justify a fi gure 
that fails to address rising costs in the sector. 
“Older people living in their homes and those in 
residential aged care bear the brunt of funding 
shortfalls which directly impact on services,” 
he said.

Many are waiting to see what the govern-
ment will do with the Productivity Commission’s 
fi nal Caring for Older Australians report. The 
draft was circulated in January and made its 
priorities clear. Australians are to be forced 

into greater “self provisioning” for their old age 
one way or another. It proposed that the family 
home should be included in the assessment of 
assets for the determining of assistance from 
the Commonwealth, for example.

In a sector that regularly makes the head-
lines with exposés of scandalous treatment of 
elderly residents, the Productivity Commission 
proposed further deregulation and the cutting 
of more “red tape”. The Australian Nurses 
Federation’s call for the licensing of all workers 
in the sector was ignored. Increasingly, aged 
care is viewed as a business and the govern-
ment’s job from the neo-liberal point of view 
is to create an environment for businesses to 
make profi ts and compete.

The draft disappointed on the concerns for 
workers in the sector. 

Defence Industry Expo picketed
The Defence and Industry 
Exhibition being held in Adelaide 
was picketed by members of 
Left Unity last week. Starting at 
8am protestors converged on the 
Adelaide Convention Centre to 
oppose the Rann Government’s 
continued investment in and pro-
motion of weapons manufacturing 
in South Australia.

Calling on the government to 
redirect spending toward sustain-
able industries, protestors led chants 
and displayed banners as hundreds 
of cars streamed up North Terrace 
during peak hour, often honking 
horns in response to a placard read-
ing “Honk for war industries out of 
our schools.” 

A highlight of the morning’s 
activities was a banner drop from 
the Morphett Street Bridge crossing 
North Terrace.

Channel 7 News were on hand 
to capture the banner drop which 

was featured in a 6pm news piece 
airing protestors concerns about 
the relationship between US weap-
ons manufacturer Raytheon and 
Aberfoyle Park High School.

Raytheon, which make cluster 
and phosphorous bombs and other 
WMDs used by the US military, 
entered a “sponsorship” arrange-
ment to supply the school with lap-
tops for use by students involved in 
the state government’s aptly named 
“Ignite” program for gifted kids a 
couple of years ago.

The picket outside the 
Convention Centre carried on 
with protestors serenading expo 
participants, representing the likes 
of Lockheed Martin and BAE-
systems, in the centre’s courtyard 
during a lunch break.

A leafl et drop took place in 
Rundle Mall during the lunch rush 
to advertise the main protest at 
5pm, with many saying they were 

against what the state government 
is doing.

The well-attended rally was 
high on energy with many speakers 
condemning the government’s mili-
tary adventures in South Australia. 
The Communist Party of Australia 
was involved in the day’s activities 
with State Secretary Bob Briton 
interviewed for Channel 7 News.

The fi ght for a shift toward the 
development of peaceful and sus-
tainable industries still has a long 
way to go and the left must contin-
ue to pressure the state government 
to stop promoting the destructive 
and deadly industries that produce 
weapons of attack for imperialism.

All countries need a “defence” 
force to ensure their sovereignty, 
but Australia, with a population of 
only 22 million does not need to 
spend $87million per day on the 
military in order to support imperi-
alist US wars.

With a failing health care sys-
tem, under-funded public schools, 
outdated and over-priced public 
transport infrastructure and high 
long-term unemployment, the taxes 
of the Australian people will be bet-
ter spent investing in services that 
benefi t the community, not weapons 
that maim and kill innocent civil-
ians in countries with whom we 
have no gripe. 

NBN: Workers, skills training needed
The signing of Definitive 
Agreements between Telstra, NBN 
Co and the Commonwealth for the 
rollout of the National Broadband 
Network is an historic moment for 
the Australian telecommunications 
sector but must be accompanied 
by training for workers and a 
guarantee of secure jobs.

Communications, Electrical and 
Plumbing Union (CEPU) divisional 
secretary Cameron Thiele said the 
NBN was a massive project which 
would create employment oppor-
tunities for years to come, if it was 
handled properly.

“This is a chance to position 
Australian industry and workers 
as world-leaders in this growing 
technology,” Mr Thiele said.

‘It also has the potential to act 
as a platform for the renewal of 
skills in a sector which has seen a 

decline in systematic training for 
many years.”

“But it will take more work 
from all parties to the agreement to 
turn this into secure and skilled jobs 
for telecommunications workers.”

Mr Thiele said the CEPU 
welcomed the confi rmation of the 
Commonwealth’s $100 million pay-
ment to Telstra for retraining Telstra 
staff to participate in the NBN build.

“These funds will support the 
supply of skilled workers for the 
project and ensure staff who may 
otherwise have faced redundancy 
have ongoing work within Telstra.

“It is in everyone’s interest that 
the skills of Telstra workers are 
fully utilised.

“No Telstra employee who could 
reasonably be deployed on this work 
should be made involuntarily redun-
dant over the life of the project.”

He warned that for other tele-
communications workers, present 
and future work opportunities with 
the NBN would depend on the avail-
ability of high quality, nationally-
recognised training.

“The responsibility for funding 
this training lies with industry and 
government. It cannot be shifted 
onto individual workers.

“We need to start working on 
this training now and develop a 
national skills base for the digital 
economy, or risk falling behind the 
rest of the world.”

The CEPU said it looks forward 
to working with all parties to these 
agreements in order to help achieve 
this goal with a view to secur-
ing stable, skilled and productive 
employment for all those in the 
telecommunications industry. 

Govt should pay more 
for university education
New research reveals that 
Australians are worried about 
universities being distracted 
from their core responsibilities of 
teaching and research. A recent 
survey commissioned by the 
National Tertiary Education Union 
(NTEU) found that 88 percent of 
respondents were concerned that 
universities were under pressure 
to deliver a profi t.

“People are saying that uni-
versities are underfunded, that 
students are paying too much and 
that universities are too reliant on 
international income,” Jeannie Rea, 
national president of the NTEU, 
said.

“This research shows that 
Australians believe that the gov-
ernment needs to invest in our 
universities.

“Everyone is affected by the 
work of our universities, whether 
it’s because of the improvements in 
their lives from research, or because 
their children are being taught by a 
university educated teacher. Their 
doctor is university educated, as is 
their accountant, architect, engineer 
and librarian,” Ms Rea pointed out.

“An investment in our 

universities is an investment in our 
future.”

Key issues highlighted by the 
research include:

Over 70% think that univer-
sity education has become more 
expensive and less accessible over 
the last decade, despite the actual 
expansion in University places.

76% are concerned that the 
federal government is too reliant 
on overseas fee paying students to 
fund Australia’s universities.

73% believe government should 
fund any shortfall in university 
funding. 

88% of respondents are con-
cerned that universities are under 
pressure to deliver a profi t.

83% agree that a well funded 
university system is critical for 
Australia’s economy and future 
growth.

70% indicated that the fed-
eral government should pri-
oritise increasing the number 
of Australians with university 
qualifi cations.

The research was conducted in 
March of this year and was in the 
form of polling of 1,700 people 
from across Australia. 
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July 1 was an historic day in 
federal parliament, with four new 
Greens Senators taking their seats 
following the 2010 federal elec-
tions. For the fi rst time every state 
has at least one Greens Senator. 
They now have nine Senators 
and hold the balance of power in 
the Upper House. In the House 
of Representatives their member 
Adam Bandt shares the balance of 
power with the three Independents. 
The Greens are now the third 
major political force in Australia 
with a solid base of activists at the 
grass roots level.

The Australian Greens have 
come together on a wide range of 
social, economic and environmental 
issues, against war and uranium 
mining, against privatisation, against 
anti-union laws and in support of 
Indigenous rights. Their campaigns, 
electoral successes and parliamentary 
work have opened up the way to 
breaking the two-party system.

 “Around Australia, there are 24 
... Greens in state and territory parlia-
ments including two ministers and a 
speaker, and more than 100 Greens in 
local government, including several 
mayors and deputies. We have more 
than 10,000 party members, 35,000 
Australian Greens fans on Facebook, 
thousands who follow us on Twitter, 
and tens of thousands ‘signed up’ to 
receive our news and give us feed-
back. Last year, more than 1.6 million 
Australians voted Green,” Greens 
leader Bob Brown told the National 
Press Club on June 29.

In his address to the National 
Press Club Bob Brown made a num-
ber of salient points about the relation-
ship between humans and the planet: 
“Nowadays, seven billion humans are 
using up Earth’s renewable organic 
resources at an unprecedented rate. 
Inequality abounds: the richest 10 
percent of us owns 85 percent of the 
world’s assets while, last year, world 
food stores ran down and the number 
of our fellow Tellurians [inhabitants 
of the earth – Ed] who are hungry 
rose from 800 million to above one 
billion.”

He quoted Tasmanian environ-
mentalist and photographer, Olegas 
Truchanas who was speaking at the 
time of the destruction of Lake Pedder 
National Park [1970s - Ed]: “If we 
revise our attitudes towards the land 
under our feet, if we can accept the 
role of steward and depart from the 
role of conqueror, if we can accept the 

view that man and nature are insepa-
rable parts of the unifi ed whole; then 
[Australia] can be a shining beacon 
in a dull, uniform and largely artifi -
cial world.” (he replaced the word 
“Tasmania” with “Australia” when 
quoting Truchanas.)

Mr Brown pointed to the fail-
ure of the major parties’ policies to 
refl ect the wishes of the majority 
of Australians: “How is it that 80 
percent of Australians want laws for 
euthanasia (the individual’s right to 
accept death with dignity) and for 
equal marriage, yet the Labor Party 
and Coalition are blocking both? 
Why is it left to the third political 
party to advocate Australia’s legal 
and moral responsibility to quickly 
process asylum seekers coming to 
these wealthy shores?”

He countered the portrayal of the 
Greens by the major parties and the 
corporate media as an extreme party 
or ineffectual and single issue party. 
“... we have runs on the board. Last 
year we made an agreement for gov-
ernment with Prime Minister Gillard. 
Since we signed that agreement – and 
I commend Julia Gillard and her col-
leagues for following it up – Green 
dividends have been achieved:

“There is good progress towards 
a 2013 referendum to recognise 
Indigenous Australians in the 
Constitution;

“Last week Minister Simon Crean 
announced that Justice Spigelman 
will lead an expert panel for a second 
referendum to recognise local govern-
ment in the Constitution ;

“The government has committed 
to substantial dental health reforms in 
next year’s budget and (the Greens) 
Rachel Siewert’s National Dental 
Advisory Council is being set up to 
advise on dental care;

“The promised high speed rail 
study will be released next month; ...

“There is a national inquiry into 
electoral funding ...”

Bob Brown also highlighted other 
changes and policies that the Greens 
are facilitating including changes to 
parliamentary procedures; the national 
broadband network; boost in spending 
on mental health; Gillard’s  agreement 
to guarantee $100 million for the 
solar fl agship program; and reforms 
to fringe benefi t taxes on corporate 
cars. “In the past 12 months, the 
Greens have also been an ideas bank 
in parliament.”

The Greens have a number of bills 
that if passed would give both the 
ACT and the Northern Territory the 
right to make their own laws without 

being overruled by a federal minister; 
ban the regressive $2 fee at ATMs; 
prohibit the export of live animals for 
slaughter; provide marriage equality; 
introduce a national container deposit 
scheme; and protect children from 
junk food advertising.

The Greens are presently nego-
tiating with the government and 
independents details of a carbon price 
and emissions trading scheme. They 
have come out strongly calling for 
the original proposal for a mining 
super profi ts tax. The Greens com-
missioned research into the mining 
sector which revealed 83 percent 
foreign ownership. Hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in profi ts are fl owing 
offshore, the environment is suffering 
and Australians are receiving little 
benefi t from the resources which 
rightly belong to them.

The media are playing up dif-
ferences in ideology and outlook 
amongst the 10 Greens MPs, speculat-
ing (in reality hoping for) splits. The 
Greens is not a working class party 
with a single ideological thrust but 
many of its policies are supportive of 
working class interests as well as the 
environment. Bob Brown answered 
those who would seek to divide their 
parliamentary team: “Now I know 
a few media folk are not so much 
interested in vision as they are in 
division. For them, I am going to be 
a disappointment. We Greens do have 
healthy disagreements ... But, united 
by the Greens Charter, we are united 
and on the move to give Australians 
a big Green dividend from Canberra.”

Real change
The Greens and indepen-

dents have brought change to the 

parliamentary process. They have 
given millions of Australians a voice. 
While they do not have absolute pow-
er, the Labor government has been 
forced to sit at the negotiating table 
on a wide range of issues. It cannot 
ram its policies through Parliament as 
before. The complexion of Parliament 
has been changed, although the mass 
media still pretend that it’s business 
as usual for the two-party system.

The Greens come under constant 
attack from the Right, as though they 
have all the power in government. 
Ironically, those who scream the 
loudest about a “Green government” 
have played a hand in delivering 
them the position they have at the 
negotiating table. 

Tony Abbott, whose policies 
differ little from those of the Gillard 
Labor government, opposes every-
thing Labor does as a matter of 
principle. “No matter what positive 
ideas are put forward for Australia, 
Tony Abbott and Barnaby Joyce are 
out there saying ‘No!’, and the polls 
are saying ‘yes’ to ‘no’,” Mr Brown 
told the National Press Club.

Abbott’s aim is to block legisla-
tion and bring down the government. 
It is his best chance of becoming PM, 
as he may well not be leader of the 
Coalition at the next elections which 
are due in 2013. The backroom knives 
are being kept sharp in Liberal Party 
corridors.

The two-party system, which 
has dominated Australia’s political 
life for more than 100 years, has 
demonstrated that it cannot serve 
the interests of working people in 
this country. Experience over a long 
period of time has shown that which-
ever of the two major parties is in 

government makes little difference 
as both give priority to the interests 
and demands of the big corporations – 
banks, insurance companies, mining, 
industrial and others.

The Greens’ campaigns are 
contributing to the development of 
a people’s movement and helping 
to break the two-party system. Their 
policies better refl ect the wishes and 
demands of the millions of Australians 
who threw out the Howard govern-
ment seeking real change. The main 
thrust of their policies is left and 
progressive. They have much common 
ground with communists, trade union-
ists, peace activists and other political 
and community activists, including of 
course environmentalists, although 
their aims are not as far-reaching as 
those of a communist party.

Many more left and progres-
sive parliamentarians are needed at 
all levels of government from left 
and progressive political parties, 
including the Greens, and from trade 
unions, environmental, peace, edu-
cational, Indigenous and community 
organisations. 

This would build on the successes 
of the Greens, have wider appeal 
than the Greens alone and form the 
basis of a new type of government 
that represents the interests of and 
are answerable to the people. It is 
important that representatives of the 
working class form the core of this 
new type of democratic peoples’ 
government.

Bob Brown ended his speech 
saying: “How organically sweet this 
Greening age of politics is!” It is more 
than “Greening”, it is democratising 
and opening the way to break the 
two-party system. 
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Kavaljit Singh

Since 2007, India and the European Union 
(EU) have been negotiating a free trade 
agreement (FTA) – covering trade in goods 
and services, investments, intellectual 
property rights and government procure-
ment – that is fraught with problems. Till 
now, 10 negotiating rounds have been held. 
The agreement is expected to be fi nalised 
sometime by the middle of this year. 

One of the major underlying themes in 
the ongoing negotiations is the liberalisation 
of trade and investment in banking services. 
With the help of the FTA with India, the EU is 
seeking greater market access and export gains 
for its banks through cross-border supply and 
direct investments. Some of the key demands 
emanating from Europe include removal of all 
barriers to market access (commercial presence, 
cross-border supply and consumption) and grant 
of national treatment commitments.

The EU banks and powerful lobby groups 
such as the European Services Forum (ESF) 
have put forward a slew of demands including 
removal of all restrictions pertaining to branch 
licences, foreign ownership (of both public 
and private banks), numerical quotas, equity 
ceilings, differential taxation, and voting rights. 
The ESF is seeking removal of priority sector 
lending on locally incorporated EU-owned 
banks besides removal of current restrictions 
under which branch licences may be denied if 
foreign banks’ aggregate share of the banking 
market exceeds 15 percent.

Another key demand of the ESF relates to 
the removal of restrictions on foreign banks’ par-
ticipation in exchange-traded commodity prod-
ucts. The ESF has also demanded free access 
to deposits made by state-owned companies. 

By asset size, six out of the top 10 foreign 
banks in India are EU-based. The nine EU-based 
banks together controlled 65 percent of total 
assets of foreign banks in India in 2008. Hence, 
the policy implications of opening up the Indian 
banking sector under the India-EU FTA would 
be markedly different from other FTAs such as 
the India-Singapore Comprehensive Economic 
Cooperation Agreement.

The burgeoning 
financial services trade

Though there are 27 member states of the 
EU, the banking services agenda is aggressively 
pushed by the UK and Germany. The UK is one 
of the leading centres for global banking, with 
the largest share of cross-border bank lending 
(18 percent) in the world. Financial services 
alone account for 8.3 percent of its GDP.

The UK remains the leading exporter of 
fi nancial services in the world. According to 
estimates by the industry organisation IFSL, the 
UK’s fi nancial sector net exports were US$41.8 

billion in 2009 (all amounts in US dollars) 
despite the global fi nancial crisis. Banks were 
the largest single contributor, with net exports 
of $25.3 billion. The bulk of UK banks’ net 
exports were generated through spread earnings 
($10.6 billion), with the largest contribution by 
derivatives.

In terms of the UK’s balance of trade in 
goods and services in 2009, trade surpluses 
generated by fi nancial services ($40.2 billion) 
managed to partially offset large defi cits in 
goods ($82 billion). The UK’s fi nancial services 
trade surplus with India was $206 million in 
2007, with banks contributing $197 million. 
Over the years, Germany and Ireland have 
also registered signifi cant trade surpluses in 
fi nancial services.

Tapping diaspora 
remittances

A number of Indian banks (especially big 
private banks) are also striving for an increased 
presence in Europe. It is interesting to note that 
Indian banks are not aiming at capturing the 
highly competitive domestic banking markets 
in Europe. Rather their aim is to tap the non-
resident Indians (NRIs) based in EU member 
states. Since India is the largest remittance 
recipient country in the world ($55 billion 
in 2010), Indian banks are keen to serve this 
lucrative business segment by increasing their 
presence in the European banking markets.

Of late, some domestic banks have also been 
facilitating the acquisition of European compa-
nies by big Indian corporations. For instance, 
ICICI Bank co-fi nanced United Spirits’ takeover 
of Scotch whisky distillers, Whyte & Mackay, 
in 2007 and Tata Motors’ $2.3 billion takeover 
of Jaguar and Land Rover in 2008.

The lure of 
niche banking markets

The motives behind EU-based banks enter-
ing Indian banking markets are obvious due to 
the immense profi t opportunities and a stable 
banking system. For London-headquartered 
Standard Chartered, India became the largest 
contributor to the bank’s global operating profi ts 
in 2010. The bank’s profi ts in India reached $1.2 
billion in 2010. For UK-based HSBC Holdings, 
Europe’s largest bank by market capitalisation, 
India was the seventh largest contributor to its 
global profi ts in 2008.

By and large, European banks are inter-
ested in serving three niche market segments 
in India: upmarket consumer retail fi nance, 
wealth management services and investment 
banking. Several European banks (such as 
Societe Generale and BNP Paribas) are keen 
to expand their presence in niche markets such 
as private banking. The big-ticket mergers and 
acquisitions (particularly in the cross-border 

segment) taking place in corporate India require 
investment banking, underwriting and other 
advisory services where big European banks 
have a competitive edge over domestic banks. 

To date, most of the branches of EU-based 
banks are located in metropolitan areas and 
major Indian cities where the bulk of the 
premium banking business is concentrated. 
As of March 2010, there were nine EU-based 
banks operating in India with a network of 213 
branches. Out of these, 163 branches (76.5%) 
were located in metropolitan areas, 45 (21%) 
in urban areas and merely fi ve (2.3%) in semi-
urban areas. 

It is distressing to note that EU-based banks 
have not yet opened a single branch in the rural 
areas. This is despite the fact that several EU 
banks have been operating in India for more 
than 150 years. Established in 1858, Standard 
Chartered Bank is the oldest foreign bank in 
India. BNP Paribas and HSBC began their 
operations in India in the 1860s.

Not surprisingly, European and other foreign 
banks are not serving the poor and low-income 
people residing in metropolitan and urban areas. 
There is no regulatory ban on foreign banks 
serving the urban poor and low-income people.

The extent of financial 
exclusion in India

In India, fi nancial exclusion has strong 
linkages with poverty and is predominantly 
concentrated among the poor and marginalised 
sections of society. Various studies have meas-
ured the extent of fi nancial exclusion in India. 
The National Sample Survey Organisation 
of the Ministry of Statistics and Program 
Implementation carried out the All India Debt 
and Investment Survey (AIDIS) 2002-03 to 
assess the indebtedness of Indian farmers. The 
Survey revealed that 45.9 million farmer house-
holds in the country (nearly 51 percent) do not 
have access to credit, either from institutional 
or non-institutional sources.

Since the 1990s, the banking sector has 
witnessed a secular decline in agricultural credit. 
This is in sharp contrast to the 1970s and ‘80s 
when a signifi cant shift in bank lending in favour 
of the agricultural sector took place. The state-
owned banks contributed 77.3 percent of total 
credit to agriculture at end-March 2007 while 
the remainder was contributed by the private 
sector and regional rural banks.

Besides, there has been a signifi cant decline 
in bank lending to small- and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) since the 1990s. The SMEs 
account for almost 40 percent of India’s total 
production and 42 percent of exports and are the 
second largest employer after agriculture. The 
SMEs produce over 8,000 value-added products 
and are involved in several services sectors.

Since European banks have no branches 
in the rural areas, they are not obliged to serve 

the vast sections of rural households who are 
excluded from the formal banking system. Their 
contribution in the opening of “no frills” bank 
accounts under the fi nancial inclusion program 
has been abysmal.

Typically, foreign (and big domestic) private 
banks are averse to providing banking services 
to the poor because they fi nd such clients less 
lucrative. 

In particular, foreign banks tend to follow 
“exclusive banking” by offering services to a 
small number of clients. Several EU-based banks 
and their lobby groups have expressed their 
discomfort in fulfi lling the mandatory priority 
sector lending requirements. Rather they prefer 
a niche banking model with no riders in terms 
of social and developmental banking.

It is well established that not only do for-
eign banks in India charge higher fees from 
customers for providing banking services, but 
maintaining a bank account requires substan-
tial fi nancial resources. Given the fact that the 
average upmarket retail banking customer can 
be 10 times more profi table than the average 
mass-market retail customer, it is highly unlikely 
that the commercial interests of European banks 
would match the developmental needs of the 
unbanked population. Rather the liberal entry of 
European banks may constrict access to banking 
services in the country: geographically, socially 
and functionally. 

Rethinking banking services liber
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Some pertinent questions

In the context of the proposed India-EU 
trade agreement, the following questions need 
to be put before the trade negotiators: 

Will European banks augment the reach of 
the banking system to millions of Indian citizens 
who do not have access to basic banking serv-
ices? Will EU-based banks undertake social and 
developmental banking? Can European banks 
meet the targets of fi nancial inclusion for rural 
households, as suggested by the Committee on 
Financial Inclusion? Would European banks 
open their branches in low-income neighbour-
hoods? What extraordinary services would 
European banks provide to serve the unbanked 
population? What specialisation and experience 
do European banks have when it comes to pro-
viding basic banking services to landless rural 
workers and urban poor dwellers?

Several European banks had acquired 
US-based mortgage and “toxic” fi nancial assets 
whose value plummeted sharply during 2007-08. 
This contributed to a sudden loss of confi dence 
within the European banking system as banks 
became reluctant to lend to one another, thereby 
causing a dramatic loss of liquidity.

The highly leveraged EU-based banks 
(particularly in the UK, France, Germany and 
Ireland) sought billions of euros of state help 
to rebuild their balance sheets battered by the 
fi nancial meltdown.

The European governments provided 
more than $3 trillion through guarantees and 
recapitalisation schemes to save the ailing banks. 
Since the fi nancial crisis badly infected the real 
economy, the EU economies are not out of the 
woods yet as there are renewed worries about 
rising unemployment.

Post-crisis, serious questions have been 
raised about the strength and credibility of 
European banks. The global fi nancial crisis has 
put a big question mark around their effi ciency, 
“best practices” and state-of-the-art risk manage-
ment models. The crisis has also exposed the 
poor corporate governance and transparency 
norms of several European banks.

Given the higher degree of interconnected-
ness among EU banks, problems in one country 
quickly put the entire fi nancial system at risk. 
Without doubt, the EU is facing unprecedented 
challenges in maintaining fi nancial stability and 
strengthening banking regulations.

In contrast, the Indian banking system has 
largely remained insulated from global turmoil 
thanks to the limited presence of foreign banks, 
negligible exposure of domestic banks to US 
sub-prime markets and related fi nancial instru-
ments, and enlarged state ownership of the 
banking system. Often criticised as “inward-
looking” and “conservative”, India’s regulatory 
framework also acted as a key determinant in 
protecting the domestic banking system from 
the global fi nancial turmoil.

Rethinking banking sector 
liberalisation

The proponents of banking services liber-
alisation tend to overlook the potential costs 
associated with the entry of foreign banks into 
host countries. If the entry of foreign banks is 
allowed through acquisition of domestic banks, 
it may lead to a concentration of banking mar-
kets and loss of competition.

The foreign banks can be a source of cross-
border contagion from adverse shocks origi-
nating elsewhere. A large presence of foreign 
banks from crisis-ridden countries could lead 
to rapid transmission of fi nancial shocks to the 
host countries.

The parent bank may also reduce exposure 
in a host country or move out completely due 
to losses suffered at home or other countries. 
Post-crisis, foreign banks have drastically 
reduced lending in India. During 2009-10, the 
loan portfolio of foreign banks contracted by 
9.7 percent. The UK’s Royal Bank of Scotland 
has decided to exit from or shrink its operations 
in 36 countries (including India and China) due 
to problems at its parent bank. 

In addition, it is highly debatable whether 
foreign banks’ presence has a stabilising role in 
the event of a systemic crisis. In Argentina, for 
instance, several foreign banks chose to leave 
the country when a fi nancial crisis erupted in 
2001.

Furthermore, the entry of foreign banks 
poses new challenges to regulation and supervi-
sion. The regulatory and supervisory authorities 
are restricted to within their national borders 
while foreign banks can easily cross national 
borders and operate internationally. The overall 
responsibility for the parent bank remains with 
the regulatory authorities in the home country. 
But there is little coordination and sharing of 
information among the regulatory authorities 
of home and host countries.

The global fi nancial crisis has proved 
beyond doubt that increased fi nancial integration 
can transmit fi nancial shocks across countries. 
Financial innovation in certain unregulated 
products and markets can also augment fi nan-
cial shocks. The crisis has highlighted the risks 
associated with the presence of large fi nancial 
conglomerates in the domestic banking system. 
Post-crisis, several proposals for enhanced regu-
lation and supervision of fi nancial conglomer-
ates (which operate in different segments such 
as banking, insurance, securities and private 
equity) are under consideration at various levels.

Keeping these new developments in view, 
the policy makers should rethink the benefi ts of 
opening up banking services under the frame-
work of the India-EU FTA.
Third World Resurgence 
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ralisation
The Central Committee of the SACP met in 
Johannesburg on June 10-12. An analysis of 
the May 18 local government elections, an 
interaction on challenges within the youth 
sector (in which we were joined by the 
national executive committee of the Young 
Communist League), further consolidation of 
the SACP`s perspectives on the government’s 
New Growth Path framework document, and 
preparations for the commemoration of the 
SACP`s 90th anniversary were among the 
main items under discussion.

May 18th Local Government 
elections 

The SACP was an active partner in the 
ANC`s local government election campaign 
from the outset with the development of the 
election manifesto, through the candidate 
selection process, and into mass mobilisa-
tion and door-to-door work. The CC saluted 
the role played by our tens of thousands of 
activists in the campaign. The CC also con-
gratulated the many communist militants 
who, in their capacity as ANC members and 
leaders, have been elected as councillors. In 
particular, the CC congratulated CC mem-
ber, Comrade Zukiswa Ncitha who has been 
elected mayor of the new Buffalo City Metro, 
and KZN SACP chairperson, Comrade James 
Nxumalo, elected as mayor of the eThekwini 
metro. These positive developments which 
bring added responsibilities to the Party and 
its members are in line with our medium 
term vision of seeking to build progressive 
infl uence and working class hegemony in 
all sites of struggle. The SACP calls on all 
ANC councillors not to take the electorate for 
granted and to ensure that with our support 
we rise to the expectations expressed in the 
campaign.

The CC agreed that with 63 percent of 
the vote the ANC together with its alliance 
partners had, once more, received an over-
whelming electoral mandate. The CC further 
noted that this signifi cant electoral victory 
was achieved in challenging circumstances 
– in the midst of the local aftershocks of the 
global economic crisis, and in the context 
of many challenges in the local government 
sphere. In many other countries, from the US 
to Spain, previously incumbent political par-
ties have suffered massive electoral defeats in 
the midst of the economic crisis. The ANC-
alliance’s sustained performance and contin-
ued overwhelming majority support from our 
core constituencies is, therefore, particularly 
noteworthy.

The SACP strongly supports the criti-
cal need to strengthen popular participatory 
involvement in local government through, 
amongst other things, ward committees. 
These measures are not just legalistic and 
institutional responses to challenges. They 
are aimed at professionalising and greatly 
improving the effi ciency and effectiveness of 
local government.

Right-wing demagogy within 
the broader movement

There are many lessons that need to be 
derived from the May 18 election campaign – 
but the greatest of all is that factionalism led 
by a dangerous right-wing demagogy within 
our broader movement is costing us dearly. 
This demagogy constitutes the greatest threat, 
not just to our electoral performance, but also 
to our hard-won democratic achievements as 
a country in general.

We are dealing with an anti-worker, 
anti-left, anti-communist, pseudo-militant 
demagogy that betrays all of our long-
held ANC-alliance traditions of internal 
organisational democracy, mutual respect 
for comrades, non-racialism, and service to 
our people. It has created substantial space 
for an anti-majoritarian, conservative reac-
tive groundswell that seeks to tarnish the 
whole movement, portraying us all as anti-
constitutionalist and as narrow nationalist 
chauvinists.

The SACP calls on our Alliance partners 

to unite, to close ranks and to deal decisively 
with this grave threat. Closing ranks does 
not mean that various other debates and dif-
ferences amongst us should be suppressed 
– but it does mean that within and across our 
Alliance we must not open up a dozen fronts 
of fractious public dispute, as if all differ-
ences and debates were of equal signifi cance.

So how do we unite to confront the dem-
agogic challenge? There is one fundamental 
response – across the Alliance we need to 
take up with renewed vigour the program 
of action that we have agreed upon at the 
ANC`s 2007 Polokwane conference and in 
subsequent Alliance summits. The program of 
action embraces fi ve key pillars – jobs, edu-
cation and training, health, rural development 
and the fi ght against crime and corruption. It 
is a program of action that must combine the 
determined exercise of state power and active 
mobilisation of popular forces.

In the midst of media-supported diver-
sions we often lose sight of very important 
gains made in these key areas of transforma-
tion. Popular mobilisation and a change in 
government policy have seen, for instance, 
a very signifi cant reduction of mother-to-
child HIV/AIDS transmission – saving an 
estimated 67,000 children. There have been 
important gains in funding students through 
a reinvigorated mandate for NSFAS. All of 
these measures have been won as a result of 
popular struggles and a more determined and 
strategic use of state power.

But these advances must be replicated 
across the board, and particularly in areas 
of burning concern – notably the crisis of 
unemployment (especially youth unemploy-
ment) and rural development – including the 
critical questions of accelerated land reform 
and sustainable rural livelihoods. The CC 
supports the Department of Land Affairs and 
Rural Development’s intention to bring to 
cabinet the proposal of reopening the land 
restitution program. The SACP has resolved 
to pursue our cooperatives campaign linking 
this much more actively to prescribed state 
procurement policies. The SACP will also be 
closely studying the important Indian rural 
work-guarantee program; we believe it has 
important potential application to SA when 
addressing rural development and youth 
unemployment.

The crisis in Swaziland 
The deepening economic and social crisis 

in Swaziland in the midst of a ruling elite’s 
squandering of resources, underlines the 
importance of increased pressure to ensure 
that this backward feudal dispensation is 
fi nally democratised. The CC noted and 
welcomed the recent launch of a Swaziland 
Communist Party which is already making an 
important impact in strengthening the broader 
democratic movement.

Forward to the 90th 
anniversary of the SACP! 

The end of July marks the 90th anni-
versary of the Communist Party in South 
Africa. In the course of nine decades, the 
Communist Party has made an indelible 
contribution to the South African struggle 
and to our new democratic dispensation. The 
Communist Party was the fi rst, and for many 
decades the only, political party in SA that 
not only aspired to a non-racial future, but 
had an active membership of black and white 
Comrades shoulder-to-shoulder in struggle. 
The Communist Party pioneered militant 
trade unionism and progressive journalism 
in SA. As many generations of outstanding 
ANC leaders, among them Comrade Nelson 
Mandela, have acknowledged, the Party has 
also made an outstanding contribution to con-
solidating and defending a mass-based and 
campaigning ANC.

The 90th anniversary celebrations will 
be launched on July 3 in Bushbuckridge, in 
Mpumalanga, with many Red Forums and 
other activities in all provinces, culminating 
in a main rally on 31 July at Sugar Ray Xulu 
Stadium, Clermont in KZN. 

Report from Sth Africa
South African Communist Party statement
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The UK-based Committee for the 
Defence of the Iranian People’s 
Rights (CODIR) has called on 
labour and progressive movements 
and people across the world to join 
the movement of solidarity with 
a group of prominent political 
prisoners who are on hunger strike 
in Iran against the maltreatment 
and murder of political detainees.

The 19 hunger strikers include 
a former deputy foreign minister, a 
number of well known progressive 
journalists, a former general secretary 
of the student movement in Iran and 
several reformist politicians.

Twelve political prisoners in 
section 350 of Tehran’s Evin prison 
began their indefi nite hunger strike on 
June 18 in protest against the murder 
of two political prisoners, Haleh 
Sahabi and Hoda Saber, earlier in the 
month. On June  23, six further politi-
cal prisoners from Rajaei Shahr prison 
in Karaj joined the hunger strike.

Mohsen Amin Zadeh, a former 
deputy foreign minister during the 
presidency of Mohammad Khatami, 
who was on temporary release 
from prison when the hunger strike 
began, was called back to Evin 
prison after attending Hoda Saber’s 
funeral.  Before returning to prison, 
he announced that he also would join 
the hunger strike.

Emadoldin Baghy, one of the fi rst 
political prisoners to begin the hunger 
strike, was released after serving his 
term. He has vowed that he will none-
theless continue his hunger strike until 
the demands of the protesters are met.

Mohammad Javad Mozafar, 
another political prisoner on the 
hunger strike, was given three days’ 
temporary leave from the prison to 
attend a relative’s funeral. He too 
indicated that he would stay on hunger 
strike during his temporary release.

Mehdi Karimian Eghbal, another 
political prisoner, has also joined the 
hunger strike in place of Emadoldin 
Baghy until he returns to custody. 
According to reports from Iran, the 
physical condition of prisoners on 
hunger strike in Evin prison is deterio-
rating and on June 22, the fi fth day of 
their hunger strike, Abolfazl Ghadyani 
(who also has a heart condition) and 
Abdullah Momeni were transferred to 
the prison infi rmary. As a result of the 
hunger strike, Mohsen Amin Zadeh’s 
blood pressure has increased severely 
but the prison authorities have refused 
to transfer him to the prison infi rmary 
or an outside hospital.

In their statement, after describing 
the brutal ways in which Haleh Sahabi 
and Hoda Saber were murdered, the 
12 political prisoners wrote of Saber’s 
detention and treatment:

“Two points make his (Saber’s) 
martyrdom a big challenge to the 
legitimacy of the current system. 
First, his detention for 10 months 
without conviction or any legal rul-
ing, completely arbitrary and tyran-
nical ... Second, casual and malicious 
conduct in dealing with the effects 
of the hunger strike, along with the 
beatings, which, as described in the 
testimony of the political prisoners 
in section 350, caused his oppressed 
martyrdom.”

“The testimony of the political 
prisoners” refers to a letter signed by 
64 political prisoners in Evin prison 
immediately following Saber’s death, 
describing the verbal abuse and beat-
ings that he received in the prison 
infirmary immediately preceding 
his death.

CODIR campaigns against the 
abuse of human and democratic rights 
in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The 
organisation notes that the Iranian 
regime has been condemned inter-
nationally for its complete disregard 
for international norms relating to 
the treatment of political dissent and 
promotion of personal rights and 
freedom.

CODIR therefore calls for:
• the immediate release of all 

political prisoners in Iran
• an end to the maltreatment, abuse 

and torture of political detainees 
in Iran

• an end to the extra-judicial 
murder of political opponents of 
the regime

• abolition of the death penalty in 
Iran

• respect for all international 
conventions governing human 
and democratic freedoms, 
freedom of press and the 
activities of political and trade 
union organisations.

CODIR asks that letters be sent 
as a matter of urgency to all Iranian 
embassies and consulates, protesting 
against the inhuman conditions and 
practices that political detainees in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran are subjected 
to, and calling for the demands of the 
hunger strikers to be met immediately 
and in full.
People’s World 

Iran: 19 political 
prisoners on 
hunger strike

China’s green power plan
Blake Deppe

The energy’s always greener on 
the other side ... of the world that 
is. Particularly, in China. In fact, 
according to the Environmental 
Defence Fund’s Tony Kreindler, 
China is “already beating the US to 
clean energy jobs” and “is quickly 
becoming the global powerhouse in 
clean energy manufacturing and 
innovation, dwarfi ng the efforts 
of America.”

China wants to employ a mas-
sive renewable energy development 
plan. Part of it calls for non-fossil 
fuel energy production to reach and 
remain above 11 percent of total 
energy production in the country 
by 2015. China also intends to put 
a million electric vehicles on the 
market by that same year.

In the wake of the nuclear 
disaster in Japan, countries every-
where are rethinking the nuclear 
equation – especially China. And 
the country has ideas in the works 
for all aspects of alternative energy.

Solar
China Briefi ng reported that 

China is a “major player” in the 
international solar power market, in 
terms of both production and con-
sumption. In 2010, the country was 
responsible for manufacturing the 
most solar panels in the world.

Perhaps the greatest prospect 
on the horizon in regard to solar 
power is a new approach by sci-
entists that, according to Energy 
Biz, would combine current fi ssion 
technology with fusion, which 

is essentially a similar process 
to that which gives power to the 
sun. Though this particular idea 
still involves nuclear power, sci-
entists believe it would be a safer 
approach.

Wind
Steve Sawyer, Secretary 

General of the Global Wind Energy 
Council, said in 2010, “China has 
become the single largest driver for 
global wind power development.”

Indeed, China produces more 
wind energy than any other country 
in the world, with a total installed 
wind power capacity of 44.5 
gigawatts.

Hydro
Again, China leads the world 

in total hydropower capacity. The 
initial phase of the Three Gorges 
Dam was completed in 2006, 
renewing government interest in 
the energy.

The hydroelectric dam is 
located in the Yiling District of 
Yichang, in Hubei province. While 
producing electricity, the dam 
also increases the Yangtze River’s 
shipping capacity and reduces the 
potential for fl ooding by providing 
“storage space” for excess water.

However, the dam has been 
a controversial subject, as 1.24 
million Chinese residents were 
relocated in June 2008 due to the 
dam’s construction.

The bottom line seems to be 
that China needs to fi nd ways 
to avoid risking a Fukushima-
type tragedy. In order to do this, 

precaution, China seems to feel, 
ought to be coupled with progress.

In regard to alternative energy, 
more and more Americans seem 
to be advocating it. A new survey 
conducted by RC International for 
the non-profi t and non-partisan 
Civil Society Institute said that the 
majority of people in the US would 
freeze new nuclear power construc-
tion. They would also stop more 
federal loan guarantees for reac-
tors, and move away from nuclear 
power altogether, instead seeking 
out solar and wind power.

This majority opinion is 
especially relevant not only after 
Japan’s nuclear meltdown, but dur-
ing a time in which a wildfi re in 
Los Alamos is threatening a local 
nuclear weapons laboratory. If the 
fi re reaches barrels of waste stored 
in aboveground tents, CBS News 
reported, the result could be a 
plume of radioactive smoke.

The difference, however, 
between the US and China, is that 
the latter has taken further steps in 
its pursuit of renewable energy.

According to DIY Green 
Energy, the cost of solar power, for 
example, was falling there.

Dr Hao Guoqiang, Vice 
President of Shanghai Solar Energy 
Research Centre, was confi dent 
that “In 2015, the cost of supply-
ing solar electricity will be about 
the same as” current US electricity 
fees. “The cost of solar energy,” he 
added, “is reducing over these past 
few years. The drop is about 10 
percent to 20 percent each year.”
People’s World 

Perth Raffle – Fantastic Prize
This great photograph by Cuban photographer 

Brayan Collazo is the first prize for the annual 

Australia Cuba Friendship Society Perth raffle for 

2011. 

The raffle will be drawn on Saturday July 23, 2011 at 

the Santiago de Cuba Carnival to be held at Kulcha 

in Fremantle. A celebration has been organised with 

local band Latin Fusion at KULCHA from 8pm.

For more information visit: www.kulcha.com.au

or send us an email to: acfsperth@gmail.com 

Raffle tickets are $5 each. Get as many as you can to increase your chances of 

owning this fantastic prize. Get your raffle tickets early to avoid disappointment. All 

proceeds go to support the oncology unit of Las Tunas provincial hospital in Cuba.

Serbia’s refugee 
situation
WT Whitney

UN data for 2010 show Serbia 
harbours more refugees than any 
other European country.

At a press conference in 
Belgrade marking World Refugee 
Day last month, a coalition of refu-
gee groups critiqued the European 
Union for its glossing over of the 
human rights record of Croatia, 
a candidate for EU membership. 
At issue for them is the continued 
suffering of Serbians displaced in 
the 1990s wars that dismembered 
Yugoslavia.

The confl icts led to 700,000 
Serbians – 10 percent of the popula-
tion – gaining refugee status at one 

time or another. Some 65,000 of 
them still lack Serbian citizenship. 
UN offi cial Eduardo Arboleda says 
that 45,000 poverty stricken Serbian 
refugees need help urgently, as do 
28,000 similarly affl icted refugees 
in other remnants of the former 
Yugoslavia. Lack of pensions and 
housing are major problems.

On June 15, EU representative 
in Serbia Vincent Degert announced 
preparatory steps toward the cre-
ation of a “joint regional body” to 
deal with refugees.

For more information see 
Global Research, Radio Serbia and 
Focus Information Agency.
People’s World 
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Franklin P Lamb 

At 10 am Tripoli time on 28/06/2011 
the Libyan Ministry of Health 
made available to this observer 
its compilation entitled Current 
Statistics Of Civilian Victims Of 
NATO Bombardments On Libya, 
(03/19/2011-06/27/2011).

Before releasing their data it 
was confi rmed by the fi ndings of the 
Libyan Red Crescent Society and 
also by civil defence workers in the 
neighbourhoods bombed, and then 
vetted by researchers at Tripoli’s 
Nassar University.

As of July 1, 2011, military casu-
alties had not been offi cially released 
by the Libyan armed forces.

In summary, the Ministry Of 
Health compilation documents that 
during the fi rst 100 days of NATO 
targeting of civilians, 6,121 were 
killed or injured. The statistical break-
down is as follows: 3,093 men were 
injured and 668 were killed; women 
killed number 260 and 1,318 injured; 
children killed number 141 and 641 
injured. Of those seriously injured 655 
are still under medical care in hospi-
tals while 4,397 have been released 
to their families for outpatient care.

NATO claims that private apart-
ments and homes, schools, shops, 
factories, crops, and warehouses 
storing sacks of fl our were legitimate 
military targets are not believed by 
anyone here in Libya, and, to date, 
NATO has failed to provide a scin-
tilla of evidence that the 15 civilians, 
mainly children and their aunts and 
mothers, who were torn to pieces by 
eight NATO rockets in the Salman 
neighbourhood last week were legiti-
mate military targets.

Tripoli’s 3,200 neighbourhoods, 
independently from the Libyan 

Armed Forces, are intensively 
preparing for the possibility that 
NATO forces or those they are seen 
as increasingly arming and direct-
ing, might invade the cosmopolitan 
greater Tripoli area during the com-
ing weeks or months.

This observer has had the 
opportunity to visit some of these 
neighbourhoods the past couple of 
nights and will continue to do so. As 
noted earlier, contrary to some media 
reports by the BBC, CNN and CBS, 
Tripoli’s neighbourhoods during 
the cool evenings with wafting sea 
breezes, are not tense, “dangerous for 
foreigners and in control of trigger 
happy soldiers or militias.” The latter 
assessment is nonsense. Americans 
and others are welcomed and their 
presence appreciated.

Libyans are anxious to explain 
their points of views, a common one 
of which is that they are not all about 
Gaddafi  but about protecting the fam-
ily, homes, and neighbourhoods from 
foreign invaders. A majority does sup-
port the Gaddafi  leadership which is 
what they received with their mother’s 
milk, but nearly all emphasise that 
for them and their friends it is very 
much about defending their revolution 
and country fi rst. They appear to this 
observer to be very well informed 
about the motives of NATO and those 
countries that are intensively targeting 
their leader and their offi cials without 
regard to civilians being killed. It is 
about oil and reshaping Africa and 
the Middle East.

Sitting and chatting with neigh-
bourhood watch teams is actually an 
extremely enjoyable way to learn 
about and to get to know the Libyan 
people and how they view events 
unfolding in their country. It certainly 
beats hanging out at “the bar” at the 

hotel where the western mainstream 
media often gather their journalistic 
insights and pontifi cate about what 
“the real deal is” as one told me the 
other day. I could not fi gure out much 
that he was talking about.

On the evening of July 1 as 
many as one million Libyan citizens 
gathered at Tripoli’s Green Square to 
register their resistance to NATO’s 
intensifying civilian targeting blitz.

The neighbourhoods in Libya 
are preparing for a ground invasion 
and to confront directly the invaders 
with a plan that one imagines would 
not be unfamiliar to a General Giap 
of Vietnam or a Chinese General 
Lin Peio, being a massive peoples’ 
defence. It has been organised with 
a house by house, street by street 

defence plan for every neighbour-
hood and will include all available 
weaponry.

The defenders are not military 
although many of the older ones had 
done one year compulsory service 
following high school. Their ranks 
include every able bodied woman 
and man from age 18 to 65. Younger 
or older will not be refused.

Following a Hezbollah model, 
they are organised into fi ve person 
squads once they complete their 
training. It works like this: Anyone 
over 18 years of age can report to 
his neighbourhood “Tent”. Knowing 
virtually everyone in the area, the 
person will make an application and 
will be vetted on an AK-47, M-16 or 
other light arm. Depending on her/
his skill level, he will be accepted 
and given a photo ID that lists the 
weapons the applicant qualifi ed on. If 
he needs more training or is a novice 
it is provided at the location which 
includes a training area, tent with 
mattresses for sleeping, a make shift 
latrine and canteen.

The basic training for those with 
no arms experience, including women, 
is 45 days. Past that, the commitment 
is four months. Each accepted indi-
vidual is issued a rifl e (normally an 
AK-47 “Klash” along with 120 rounds 
of ammo.) Each individual is asked 
to return in one week to discuss their 
training and show that they did not 
waste their bullets which cost around 
one dollar each. If approved, they will 
be issued more.

Those who begin their duty work 
one eight hour shift. Women tend to 
work during the day when kids are in 
school but I have seen many women 
also on the night shift. Most men have 
regular jobs and proudly explain that 
they volunteer one work shift daily 
for their country. They appear to be 
admired by their neighbours.

I agreed not to describe other 
weapons that will be used if NATO 
appears besides rifles, grenades, 

booby-traps, rocket propelled gre-
nades but they appear formidable.

But besides preparing for armed 
defence of their families and homes 
and neighbours, these neighbour-
hood volunteer civil defence teams 
explained to me what their main work 
involves. When an area is bombed, 
they quickly help the residents exit 
their bombed building, get medical 
help on the scene for those who 
need it, help the families assure the 
frightened children that things are 
OK, make notes of needed repairs, 
provide temporary shelter nearby if 
needed, and countless tasks the reader 
can imagine would be required from 
a humanitarian, civilian perspective.

Each check point becomes a 
neighbourhood watch security centre 
for the community. Cars are cursorily 
checked, usually just the trunk. Often 
the drivers are known to the security 
forces, many of whom are university 
students, because they are also from 
the area. Occasionally a car will stop 
and a citizen will exit and deliver a 
tray of fruit or pastries or a pot of 
Libyan soup etc. A very congenial 
social atmosphere.

Because NATO has been increas-
ing its bombing of these civilian 
manned checkpoints, about 50 
of which are along the road from 
the Tunisian border to Tripoli, the 
neighbourhood watch teams are now 
operating without lights at night. 
Those on night duty have each been 
issued one of those small heavy duty 
fi ve inch mini fl ashlights which have 
a powerful beam. This observer was 
presented one as a souvenir and can 
attest to its fi ne quality.

They are civilian because they are 
volunteers and the regular policemen 
and women have in large numbers 
joined an army unit hidden elsewhere.

In addition to its current prob-
lems, NATO will face another major 
one if they decide to invade Western 
Libya.
Information Clearing House 

Libya’s neighbours 
prepare for NATO’s boots

A NATO airstrike on a hotel, in the capital Tripoli, Libya.
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Britain: 750,000 walk off jobs
Richard Bagley & Will Stone

LONDON: Hundreds of thousands 
of public-sector workers the length 
and breadth of Britain defied 
slurs and threats to mount one 
of the biggest walkouts since the 
country’s 1926 General Strike.

Defi ant chants of resistance 
could be heard across the country 
as the June 30 strike – offi cially 
over pensions cuts – took hold.

Education professionals in 
the University and College Union 
(UCU), Association of Teachers 
and Lecturers (ATL) and National 
Union of Teachers (NUT) taught 
students a vital lesson in trade 
unionism by withdrawing their 
labour from 11,000 schools and 
thousands more colleges.

And public offi ces including 
courts and job centres were shut or 
picketed as members of the Public 
and Commercial Services union 
(PCS) joined the day of action.

Thousands of people furious at 
having their retirement rights, jobs 
and services sacrifi ced following 
the banking crisis marched in towns 
and cities.

Tory ministers tried in vain to 
belittle the massive scale of the 
protests, aided and abetted by main-
stream media outlets. The images 
told a different story, backing up 
unions which reported a response 
approaching 100 percent from 

members and huge support from 
fellow members of the public.

In London, well over 20,000 
striking public-sector workers 
marched against their pensions 
being used to pay for the “greed 
and stupidity of the banking sector.”

Marchers walked from 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields in Holborn 
to Westminster to cheers and 
whistles before attending a rally 
held at Central Methodist Hall 
where speeches were delivered to 
sustained applause and standing 
ovations.

NUT executive member and 
rally chairman Alex Kenny said: 
“We have shown the true meaning 
of the word solidarity and unity in 
strength and numbers when unions 
come and strike together.

“We won’t sit by paying more, 
working longer and getting less for 
our pensions when the bankers are 
being let off the hook.”

It was the fi rst time teaching 
union ATL has been involved in 
national strike action in its 127-
year history. The union’s general 
secretary Mary Bousted said: “They 
thought we wouldn’t do it. They 
thought we would lie down and let 
them walk all over us. They thought 
that we wouldn’t put up a fi ght.

“They were wrong.
“I am proud to be here with 

you all. I am proud to be taking a 
stand to ensure that teachers and 

lecturers, after a lifetime of service 
educating the nation’s children, 
are not condemned to pension 
poverty.”

PCS general secretary Mark 
Serwotka praised members work-
ing at Downing Street who joined 
the protest and the “dignity, passion 
and bravery” of all those on strike.

“We know there is something 
wrong when you have workers at 
Downing Street on strike,” he said 
to a standing ovation.

“When Lord Hutton tells people 
on £15,000 (AU$22,000) a year 
to tighten their belts I say he can 
shove it.”

PCS London branch rep 
Charley McDonald, who works 
for the Department of Work and 
Pensions, said: “They are asking us 
to treble our contributions so that 
we are having to spend an extra 
£50 to £70 (AU$75 to AU$105) a 
month from our wages.

“The £2.8 billion (AU$4.2 bil-
lion) the government is making 
from this is not going to our pen-
sions but to the Treasury. Bankers 
are getting one-off bonuses that I 
would have to work 100 years to 
earn.

“Managers are even joining 
us on this strike – something is 
seriously wrong and we must be 
heard.”
Morning Star 
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Ownership 
of farmlands
Food security is an international 
issue that attracts quite a lot of 
discussions and various proposals. 
Multinational companies are trying 
hard to control the production 
and supply of food. If oil prices 
moved countries to start wars, you 
can imagine what food shortages 
could do.

It seems that Australia was quite 
unaware that a creeping economic 
war has already started – on her 
very soil. It was reported recently 
that Qatar-base Hassad Foods, the 
agricultural arm of the Qatar govern-
ment, had agreed to pay about $35 
million for more than 8,000 hectares 
of sheep-grazing and cropping land 
in Victoria’s Western District.

The most alarming thing was to 
fi nd out that the Australian govern-
ment has no idea how much of arable 
land is already in foreign ownership! 
It is only now that it is planning to 
have an audit to fi nd out who owns 
the land in Australia. Political com-
mentators wonder why people are 
disillusioned with political parties. 
Guess what – nobody cares about 
political pigmies who can’t think 
beyond clinging to their own posi-
tions above everything else while the 
country is being sold off.

T Southern
Brisbane

The plight of 
WA homeless
The WA state government’s Budget 
Estimates Meetings have decided to 
freeze funding increases to welfare 
agencies assisting the homeless. 
The government has withheld 
funds from the $604 million wel-
fare package in its budget.

Therefore provision of more beds 
in shelters, refugees and crisis centres 
will not happen. More people of all 
ages will fi nish up on the streets. WA, 
according to the census, has more 
than 13,500 homeless folk, abject 
and acute, on the streets and in our 
parks. More than 6,500 are under the 
age of 18 and believe it or not more 
than 1,300 are under the age of 12. 
However there are many more who 
are homeless that often the census 
has missed.

So much for our governments 
prioritising the neediest and poorest 
among us. Fifty refuges and shelters in 
WA are full, and the state government 
needs to take on a triage approach, 
fund from the bottom end up, and 
fi rstly for our homeless, most who 
are not on public housing waiting 
lists, ensure refuges and shelters are 
fully funded.

Secondly, ensure homeless-friend-
ly cities and towns with precincts of 
safe spaces, drop-in-centres with laun-
dries and showers, treatment centres, 
psychosocial counsellors, transitional 
accommodation, programs that help 
people towards employability and 
housing opportunities.

The Budget Estimates mob forgot 
to bring along their moral compasses 
and leave behind their rose-coloured 
glasses.

Gerry Georgatos
Convenor, Human Rights 

Alliance

Don’t fall for 
the mass media line
I recommend an interesting 
article in the Green Left Weekly 
(01-06-2011) headed “Red-Green 
Alliance debates election, Libya”. 
The article details a socialist debate 
in Denmark on why they were 
wrong in supporting the “no-fl y 
zone”, but it could also apply to all 
the other petty-bourgeois socialist 
organisations around the world.

The debate back tracks to where 
these “socialists” believe they made 
their mistake. It was in accepting the 
statements that the media ran with 
“that Gaddafi  is going to massacre the 

civilians of Benghazi” as if there were 
some factual bases to this statement. 
As pointed out in the debate, many 
more people will die now as the impe-
rialists turn a minority uprising into a 
war on Libya. But the debate should 
have back tracked even further to ask 
the obvious question: what type of 
person calling themselves “socialist” 
would even accept bourgeois propa-
ganda without seriously analysing it. 

The answer is they are middle-
class socialists whose policies when 
analysed are usually no more than 
Left Liberalism. But they have this 
tendency from their university days 
to romanticise themselves as great 
revolutionaries in the same light as 

Lenin. However being in the middle 
they are not sure which side of the 
fence they are on most of the time 
but seem to historically side with 
the imperialist hand that feeds them 
instead of socialism.

The real point about this letter 
is that we are in a competition with 
these and other so-called social-
ists in intellectually winning over 
a new generation of youth to what 
real socialism is as opposed to their 
romantic revolutionary and confused 
Left Liberal writings.

Howard Patterson
Vic

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010
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Hardly 
figures 
of fun
Beauty, according to the popular 
saying, is in the eye of the beholder. 
So too is political interpretation. I 
remember an anti-Soviet Russian 
in Sydney once insisting on pre-
viewing a Soviet-made fi lm of one 
of Chekhov’s plays because he 
feared that “Lenin might appear 
in it”. Which would have surprised 
the hell out of Chekhov!

Just as British (and Australian) 
royalists and anti-monarchists today 
have opposing views about the squan-
dering of massive amounts of public 
money on keeping the British “Royal 
family” in the lap of luxury, so too left 
and right-wingers have contradictory 
reactions to the events and personali-
ties of the October Revolution.

This is very evident in the case 
of the Soviet writer Bulgakov, 
whose political understanding of the 
Revolution was never particularly 
deep. His satirical play The White 
Guard, about Ukrainian counter-
revolutionaries, was adapted from his 
own novel The End of The Turbins.

The Americans Sayers and Kahn, 
in their splendid book The Great 
Conspiracy Against Soviet Russia, 
summarise the historical background 
of both the novel and the play thus: 
“From the beginning of the Russian 
Revolution, the Ukraine with its rich 
wheat-lands and the Don Region with 
its immense coal and iron deposits 
had been the scene of savage confl ict.

“Following the establishment 
of the Ukrainian Soviet Republic in 
December 1917, the Ukrainian anti-
Soviet leader, General Simon Petlura 
[a character in Bulgakov’s play], had 
urged the German High Command to 
send troops into the Ukraine and help 
him overthrow the Soviet regime. 
WW1 was raging, and the Germans, 
with hungry eyes on the Ukraine’s 
vast food resources, needed no second 
invitation.

“Under the command of Field-
Marshall Hermann von Eichhorn 
German troops swept into the 
Ukraine. Von Eichhorn himself had a 
considerable personal interest in the 
campaign: his wife was the Countess 
Durnovo, a wealthy Russian noble-
woman who had been one of the 
largest landowners in the Ukraine.

“The Soviet forces were driven 
from Kiev and Kharkov, and a puppet  
‘Independent Ukraine’, controlled 
by the German Army of Occupation, 
was formed with General Petlura at 
its head.

“Declaring his aim to be the 
establishment of ‘National Socialism’, 
Petlura instigated a series of bloody 
anti-Semitic pogroms throughout 
the Ukraine. Ruthless punitive mea-
sures were employed to suppress the 
revolutionary Ukrainian workers and 
peasants.”

But it was all to no avail: with 
great courage and bloody effort, the 
revolutionaries overcame the forces 
of the counter-revolutionary “Whites” 
and their foreign sponsors and allies. 
Bulgarkov’s play portrays the fi nal 

days of a “White” family in Kiev as 
they await the arrival of the victori-
ous Reds and the end of civilization 
as they know it.

For revolutionaries, the play is 
a pithy and witty depiction of the 
demoralisation and collapse of a 
decadent and moribund society, as a 
new society pounds on the door.

And there is ample scope for 
satire in the various types of oppor-
tunism, self-interest, greed and lust 
for power displayed by the various 
anti-Soviet forces assemble here.

For anti-Soviet folk, however, the 
Whites are the good guys and they 
sympathise with them. The play was 
recently revived with a stellar season 
at London’s Royal National Theatre, 
and this production (by Andrew 
Upton) has just been presented by the 
Sydney Theatre Company.

Needless to say, most reviewers 
in the bourgeois media, both here 
and in London, like Upton himself, 
favoured an anti-Soviet interpretation. 
No surprise there!

Polly Simons’ review for example 
said: “The novel-turned-play was one 
of Stalin’s favourites – he apparently 
saw it more than 15 times – but it beg-
gars belief that, thinly disguised under 
a communist crust, he would miss the 
subversive heart that beats beneath.”

Yes, it does beggar belief, but I 
suppose any bourgeois newspaper 
critic would have to be smarter and 
more perceptive than a mere Josef 
Stalin, wouldn’t they?

Also like Andrew Upton, who 
may have good intentions but has little 
understanding, the bourgeois critics 
tend to see the play as a bit of giggle 
rather than a satire. One Sydney critic 
actually wrote that “Bulgakov’s mis-
sion seems to be largely to mock and 
discredit all sides of the confl icts he 
describes (the revolution and civil 
war)”, which is not very perceptive.

The same critic also commented 
that “Upton has arguably played it a 

little too much for outright comedy, 
as opposed to parody”. Parody!? Of 
what?

When the play was written, the 
Soviet audience at whom it was aimed 
knew exactly what the White Guards 
were. Embodying all the worst attri-
butes of the Tsarist Black Hundreds 
gangs – anti-Semitism, contempt for 
ordinary people, especially workers 
and peasants, hatred of anything 
left-wing – White Guard became and 
remains a byword for brutal, vicious, 
sadistic savagery.

Throwing Bolshevik prisoners 
into the boilers of locomotives was 
just one of the ingenious forms of 
barbarism practiced by these cham-
pions of “civilized” society.

No wonder then that in last 
week’s Guardian, an article by John 
Foster reproduced from the US news-
paper People’s World, reported on 
protests today in the Ukraine against 
what the Ukrainian Communist Party 
calls “the threat of nationalistic fas-
cism, the attempt to link national 
sentiment to fascist and White Guard 
episodes in the country’s past”.

Fascism, and its White Guard 
variant, is unfortunately not something 
that has yet been consigned to the 
dustbin of history. It is still around, a 
very real and present danger.

Just compare the tactics of NATO 
in Libya today with Germany in the 
Ukraine in 1918. 

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

Mikhail Afanasyevich Bulgakov.
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Harvest Time – and other poems
by Vic Williams
$15 plus $6 p&p
A superb collection of well known communist poet 
Vic William’s writings including Harvest Time, 
Three Golden Giants, Forgotten Men, Speak for 
US, I Will Make a Bowl, Salute to the Cubans, Pablo 
Neruda, and My Baby Cries. Vic’s poems refl ect the 
struggles and aspirations of the working class. They 
deal with work, drought, economic crisis, war, 
internationalism, history, love and they offer hope 
and solutions. They are great working class poems, 
full of passion, strong imagery and confi dence in 
the working class. A must on every bookshelf and 
a great present for anyone interested in Australian 
literature or who just loves good poetry.
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CARBON TAX, ETS OR THE STATUS QUO? – 
ARGUMENTS FOR OR AGAINST
Frank Stilwell, Prof, Political Economy, Sydney Uni;
John Kaye, NSW Greens MP

July 15
THE NBN DEBATE – 
WHITE ELEPHANT OR INVESTMENT FOR THE FUTURE?
Dean Economou, Dr, Technology Strategist, NICTA; 
Stephen Long, ABC economics Correspondent

July 22
ALP IN BED WITH NEWS LTD – DEMONISING 
THE GREENS & THE BDS OVER ISRAEL & PALESTINE
Lee Rhiannon, Greens Senator Elect; 
Antony Loewenstein, author My Israel Question

July 29
TEA PARTY POLITICS – 
IMPLICATIONS FOR USA & AUSTRALIA
Brendon O'Connor, A/Prof, US Studies Centre, Sydney Uni; 
James Curran, Dr, Dept History, Sydney Uni

August 5
LIBYA, SYRIA, YEMEN: THE RIGHT TO INTERVENE; 
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Alistair Gee, Exec Director, Act for Peace; 
Jake Lynch, Dr, Director, Centre Peace & Confl ict Studies, Sydney Uni

August 12
THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF UNIVERSITIES: 
EDUCATION OR EXPLOITATION?
Sarah Gregson, Dr, NTEU Branch Pres. UNSW; 
Bonaventure Mkandawere & James Dhizaala, Post Grad. Students Centre 
Peace & Confl ict Studies
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The Globalisation of  Poverty 
and the New World Order

Michel Chossudovsky
This is a second edition with valuable updates and additional chapters 
that not only deal with important economic questions but extremely well 
researched and revealing information on experiences in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, South-East Asia, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Latin America, the former 
Soviet Union and the Balkans. Michel Chossudovsky spent considerable 
time researching his topics, including extensive travels in many of the 
countries reported on. The part on the New World Order includes coverage 
of the dismantling of the welfare state, narrowing of the tax base, illusory 
independence of central banks and the crisis of the state. If you thought the 
The Global Economic Crisis – The Great Depression of the XXI Century 
(edited by Michel Chossudovsky and Anderw Gavin Marshall) was great, 
then wait until you read this one. An absolute must!
Publisher Global Research, paperback, 377 pages.

$30
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Sun 10 July –
Sat 16 July 

The Australian documen-
tary Nothing Rhymes With 

Ngapartji (ABC1 Sunday July 3 
at 3.00pm, repeated on ABC2 on 
Sunday July 10 at 9.00pm) is on 
one level a standard account of an 
Aboriginal theatrical event, a perform-
ance of Trevor Jamieson’s hit show 
Ngapartji Ngapartji in the remote 
Indigenous community of Ernabella, 
south of Alice Springs.

As such it is competent, profi -
cient, warm and informative. But it 
has another level, one that lifts it out 
of the ordinary altogether.

Jamieson’s award-winning play, 
presented in English and Pitjantjatjara, 
deals with his family’s history as a 
microcosm of Aboriginal history. A 
key element in it is the 1950s British 
atomic bomb tests at Maralinga, 
which his grandfather witnessed. 
Those tests brought death and sickness 
to Aborigines in the region. 

Trevor Jamieson’s grandfather 
played a key part in searching for 
survivors after the tests. And Trevor’s 
father, (being shown on fi lm reminisc-
ing about his father) is a key character 
in the play. But Trevor’s father dies a 
few weeks before the production goes 
to Ernabella.

Trevor is torn: to present the play 
now will break Aboriginal taboos 

against invoking the name or image 
of people who have died. He is clearly 
seriously worried that the production 
might provoke Aboriginal fundamen-
talists to spear him or at least beat the 
stuffi ng out of him.

He seeks advice from other 
Aborigines including his mother, 
and they convince him that “this a 
true story that needs to be told”. So 
he breaks the taboo. It is a signifi cant 
moment in Aboriginal cultural history, 
and through this fi lm we are able to 
see it happen.

The term “multilayered” is thrown 
around rather glibly these days, but 
unquestionably Nothing Rhymes With 
Ngapartji is multilayered. It is never 
less than interesting on all of them, 
and well worth watching.

Communists are expected to 
keep their wits about them 

and their feet on the ground. We deal 
in reality. We know that people’s 
problems are not going to be solved 
by the sudden appearance of a super-
hero or even the 7th Cavalry in the 
nick of time.

In other words, we reject escap-
ism as unhealthy and unhelpful. But 
that does not mean that we reject 
fantasy. 

The common people have used 
fantasy for millennia to amuse, to 
explore complex moral issues and to 
teach lessons about good and evil. 
From the 7th century tales of Robin 
Hood in England to the Russian tales 
of the witch Baba Yaga, fantasy has 
played and honoured part in the 
development of our literature.

Today, fantasy is the most popu-
lar form of literature published, far 
exceeding any other in number of 
readers.

So much the greater then was my 
disappointment with Jennifer Byrne 
Presents Fantasy (ABC1 Tuesday 
July 12 at 9.55pm), which failed to 
rise above banalities. Byrne’s guests 
on this occasion include crime writer 

Jennifer Rowe (who writes fantasy 
as Emily Rodda), Matthew Reilly 
(whose fantasy seems predicated on 
war between Europe and the USA, 
but perhaps I have not read enough 
of his works), and the popular fantasy 
author Fiona McIntosh.

For most of the panel, it appeared 
that fantasy was just a way of making 
a living and it was “fun”. Deep, eh?

There is a subgenre in TV 
documentaries these days: the 

hazardous occupation doco. Whether 
it’s mega structures, or ice road truck-
ers, or North Sea fi shermen or bus 
drivers near Katmandu, if the work 
is hard and dangerous, someone will 
make a documentary about it.

A common feature of these pro-
grams is the way they present them-
selves as being about the men who do 
the jobs, whereas is reality they are 
too often about the companies that 
stand to profi t from the jobs. 

Licence To Drill (ABC2 Wed-
nesdays from July 13 at 7.30pm) is a 

perfect example. The men it shows are 
working under sometimes appalling 
conditions in the freezing Canadian 
north in search of natural gas.

The companies involved are 
spending fortunes because there are 
bigger fortunes to be made if they 
fi nd the gas.

Whether they should be there 
at all, drilling for gas in a fragile 
environment, is a question the mak-
ers of the program are not concerned 
with. The companies are paying big 
money for teams to go in with heavy 
machinery and that’s all that matters.

The consequent one-sidedness 
of the program is a major drawback: 
you cannot trust its depiction of 
the situation as accurate, because it 
clearly isn’t. The courage, ingenuity 
and resourcefulness of the men on 
the jobs lose much of their validity 
as a result.

With a different, more responsi-
ble, approach this could have been a 
great series.

One of the companies freights 
its machinery to the drill site by air, 
using the world’s biggest helicopter, 
which they hire complete with crew 
from Russia.

The True Story series this 
week looks at Jurassic Park 

and the intriguing question of whether 
science can – or indeed, should – 
re-create dinosaurs from recovered 
DNA (ABC2 Wednesday July 13 
at 9.30pm).

The movie Jurassic Park made it 
look so easy (apart from being eaten 
by the dinosaurs, of course), but this 
program shows that we are a long way 
from being able to do it, and there are 
plenty of sound scientifi c reasons to 
think that perhaps we shouldn’t even 
be trying.

The program’s main drawback 
is a tendency to get bogged down in 
detail and to tell you the same thing 
several times in different words. 

Rob Gowland

previews
ABC & SBS

Public Television

Choir Women performing – Nothing Rhymes With Ngapartji (ABC1 Sunday July 3 at 3.00pm, 
repeated on ABC2 on Sunday July 10 at 9.00pm)
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David S Pena

Capitalists always deny the plain truth 
that their system is propped up by fraud, 
violence, and terror. Capitalist criminality 
follows from the reality that capitalism is 
fundamentally about exploiting workers; 
consequently, capitalists have a vested 
interest in crushing all working-class resist-
ance to exploitation. Once these facts are 
acknowledged, it doesn’t take a big stretch of 
the imagination to realise that the capitalist 
class will resort to the most extreme forms 
of savagery imaginable if they decide this is 
necessary to keep the working class in line 
and themselves in control. This conclusion 
follows in the abstract just from analysing 
the nature of capitalism and it is borne out 
in reality by the long history of capitalist 
attempts to tyrannise over the working class.

Violence is not the only tool that capitalists 
use to get workers to tolerate exploitation, for 
the bourgeoisie rule through a combination of 
force and fraud. They will use deception in 
lieu of violence as long as it proves effective. 
Capitalists are always willing to trick workers 
into accepting the capitalist system through 
the ceaseless propaganda of the profi t-driven, 
capitalist-controlled media and to dupe the 
working class into believing that it possesses a 
real political voice through corporate-controlled 
“bourgeois democracy”.

With its Fox News and other corporate 
media outlets and its pay-to-play, winner-take-
all political system, the United States is a good 
example of a country with a capitalist-controlled 
culture and a democracy of the rich that strongly 
favours the interests of for-profi t corporations 
and top income earners. But whenever capi-
talists sense that workers are becoming class 
conscious, that socialist ideas are taking root 
among the populace, and that mere propaganda 
and a falsely representative “democracy” are no 
longer enough to keep the working class docile 
and socialism off the agenda, then the capitalists 
use their control of the state apparatus to imple-
ment extreme methods of repression including 
state-sponsored murder and mayhem.

Fascism is the name for the ferociously 
brutal form of dictatorship that capitalists 
impose on society whenever they fear that their 
usual methods of pacifying the working class 
are failing. Fascism wreaks violence and terror 
upon the working class in an attempt to prevent 
any moves toward socialist revolution. The 

great Bulgarian communist, Georgi Dimitrov 
(1882 - 1949), called fascism “the open terror-
ist dictatorship of the most reactionary, most 
chauvinistic and most imperialist elements of 
fi nance capital.”

Hitler’s Germany, Mussolini’s Italy, 
Franco’s Spain, and Pinochet’s Chile are often 
cited as textbook examples of fascist regimes, 
but fascism exists to one degree or another 
wherever capitalist regimes are exercising 
state repression against their working classes. 
Dimitrov pointed out that fascist tendencies are 
found in all capitalist countries; bourgeois rul-
ing classes resort to full-fl edged fascism when 
capitalism’s general crisis becomes so acute 
that the bourgeoisie fear losing power to an 
increasingly radicalised and militant working 
class. Since fascism is inherent in capitalism, 
a pertinent question to ask about any capitalist 
country is to what degree the seeds of fascism 
have developed along the path to full maturity.

Dimitrov also enumerated several uses of 
fascism that will sound strikingly familiar to 
workers around the world who are now living 
through an unusually dire and critical period of 
the capitalist crisis: 

1) capitalists use fascism to enforce the 
shifting of the entire burden of the economic 
crisis onto the backs of working people; 

2) they use fascism to launch and sustain 
perpetual imperialist wars in order to wrest 
control of foreign markets, command access to 
natural resources, and spread capitalist exploita-
tion all over the globe; and 

3) they use fascism to attack and destroy 
revolutionary movements for working class 
emancipation in their home countries and 
throughout the world.

Many defi nitions of fascism can be found 
on the Internet and in printed literature. Most 
of them defi ne fascism by placing all emphasis 
on its use of violence, terror, racism, milita-
ristic nationalism, and harsh suppression of 
democratic freedoms to achieve its goals. Yes, 
fascism uses state violence and terror and many 
other malignant, reactionary tactics to achieve 
its political aims, but it takes a Marxist, class-
based analysis to identify fascism’s essence and 
overriding goal.

Fascism is political violence, but it cannot 
be reduced to political violence in general. In its 
mature form, it is the organised, state-sponsored 
violence of the capitalist class against the work-
ing class. It is a tool used to facilitate capital-
ism’s general goal of preserving its hegemony 

over the working class on both the national 
and global levels by suppressing all attempts 
by workers to emancipate their class through 
progressive reforms and socialist revolution. 
Fascism is the most ferocious form of capitalist 
oppression of the working class. Any defi nition 
that disregards the class nature of fascist vio-
lence fails to capture fascism’s essence.

Although a clear understanding of what fas-
cism is and how to fi ght it is fundamental to the 
Marxist outlook, Marx and Engels, never wrote 
about fascism per se. That is because fascism 
didn’t arise until the early 20th century, long 
after Marx and Engels were dead. But it is likely 
that the rise of fascism would not have surprised 
them had they lived to witness it.

They were both well aware that social 
progress, whether through reform or revolution, 
always gives rise to violent resistance by the 
most reactionary elements of society. As young 
men, Marx and Engels experienced the violent 
counterrevolutions that turned back virtually all 
democratic gains of the bourgeois revolutions 
of 1848, and they also lived through the brief 
triumph and brutal suppression of the world’s 
fi rst working-class government during the Paris 
Commune of 1871.

Perhaps Marx and Engels came closest to 
anticipating fascism in their idea of the “pro-
slavery rebellion”. Marx and Engels had taken 
to calling the American Civil War a pro-slavery 
rebellion in reference to slave owners’ attempts 
to preserve the slave system through state vio-
lence. They later extended this idea to any form 
of counterrevolution or rebellion against both 
revolutionary and reformist threats to capitalism. 

For example, in an 1886 preface to the 
English edition of Capital Engels said that Marx 
did not expect the English ruling class to submit 
even to a peaceful transition to socialism without 
launching a “pro-slavery rebellion”.

Is the United States ruled by fascists? 
Let’s fi rst consider the way our ruling class 
treats the rest of the world. For much of our 
history our rulers have used our people’s 
energies and talents as well as our country’s 
vast resources to suppress national liberation 
movements, support right-wing, anti-socialist 
dictators, and engage in numerous imperialist 
wars and interventions while attempting to 
disrupt and destroy all major socialist move-
ments and countries. Thus a very strong case 
can be made that our ruling class has imposed 
a fascist foreign policy on the world. This is 
true notwithstanding our country’s fi ght against 

European and Japanese fascism in World War 
II – whoever said that fascist countries can’t 
fi ght one another? What about our rulers’ 
behaviour at home?

There is no questioning the fact that slavery, 
genocide, xenophobia, racism, religious hatred, 
attacks against working people, attempts to 
curtail and suppress democratic liberties, and 
countless other reactionary tactics have been 
used by our ruling class to mold this country 
into the world’s leading right-wing imperialist 
power. Still it cannot be said that our rulers have 
succeeded in imposing a full-fl edged fascist 
regime in this country.

If they had, this writer and many like him 
would have been silenced long ago. What has 
prevented our fascistically inclined ruling class 
from turning this country into an ultra-right 
capitalist dictatorship is the survival, despite 
all right wing assaults upon them and albeit in 
increasingly restricted forms, of the democratic 
rights and liberties enumerated in our constitu-
tion’s Bill of Rights.

This brings us to the question of how 
to combat fascism, a subject that could fi ll 
volumes. Suffi ce it to say that if the working 
class in general and American workers in 
particular fail to form militant mass organisa-
tions dedicated to protecting their democratic 
rights and liberties and purging them of their 
capitalist imposed limitations; if they fail to 
supplement these with additional rights to 
employment, education, housing, and health-
care; if they fail to put an end to imperialism, 
then the United States will continue its drift 
towards fascism.

If you believe that fascism is capitalist 
political violence against the working class, 
that it must be fought and defeated in order to 
preserve the political space necessary to protect 
and expand workers’ democratic rights, and 
that the elimination of fascism must be part 
of any transition to socialism, then you might 
be a Marxist already, or you might be ready to 
become one.
Note:
A number of references in his Collected 
Works show that Lenin was aware of 
Italian fascism and deeply interested in 
the Italian communists’ efforts to combat 
it. He and the Bolsheviks also had plenty 
of first-hand experience fighting against 
right-wing counterrevolutionary warlords 
in the bloody Russian civil war of 1917-20.
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You might be a Marxist if ... 
You believe fascism is 
inherent in capitalism


