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Fight to sa

the public

Anna Pha

Public sector workers across Australia are
fighting to defend vital services, jobs, trade
union rights, wages and working conditions.
In the three Coalition governed states
workers and their unions are getting a taste
of what to expect from a federal Coalition
government. Two states are trialling an
approach that harks back to the days when
employers dictated wages and working
conditions. These governments have used
legislation to ride roughshod over provi-
sions negotiated in enterprise agreements
and awards.

The attacks also take more familiar forms
such as job cuts, imposition of individual con-
tracts and contracting out of jobs to the voluntary
and low paid not-for-profit sector.

Job Cuts = Service Cuts

The Rann Labor government in South
Auwustralia announced in its budget last September
that it was cutting 4,000 public sector jobs over
the next four years. It also announced that it was
reconsidering its “no involuntary redundancy”
undertakings given during March 2010 state
election campaign.

Ignoring recently negotiated agreements
with the Public Service Association (PSA), it
used legislation to abolish the recreation leave
loading for non-shift workers in the public
sector from July 2012. It also cut long service
leave entitlements from 15 days to nine days
per annum for workers with 15 or more years of
service. These cuts to come into effect on July 1.

Since the budget, the PSA has sustained
an intensive campaign, including numerous
marches and rallies, workplace union meet-
ings, lobbying of political parties and MPs, a
High Court challenge which is still underway,
regular media exposure and advertising, and the
creation of a new interactive, campaign website,
doesntaddup.com.au

The union’s campaign has had its first win.
The government has agreed to restore the recre-
ation leave loading and honour its commitment
to job security for the remainder of the life of
this parliament (March 2014).

However, it is continuing with its budget
cuts to an already overstretched and under
funded public sector. Around 700 jobs have
already been axed using such means as not
filling vacancies.

The campaign website keeps a tally of jobs
lost and points to the serious impact of years of
budget cutting on workers in the public sector
and on vital services, including social justice and
welfare programs, they provide to the public.
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The asylum
seeker struggle

The ultimate victims of these cuts include
children, families, Indigenous Australians,
the sick, the elderly, students, those in need
of care or support services and prisoners. The
government has also cut funding to a number
of community services compounding the impact
of its public sector cuts.

“NO WorkChoices in WA”

In Western Australia, the Barnett Coalition
government is waging a two-pronged attack
on the public sector and its workforce. The
first is centred around massive budget cutting
and contracting out of public sector jobs to the
voluntary and low wage not-for-profit sector.
The government has dishonestly given its public
sector-gutting program the title, “Putting the
Public First”. Nothing could be further from
the truth.

As the Civil Service Union (CSU) points
out, when service provision is contracted out,
“Competition replaces cooperation. Contract
competition drives down wage levels and
increases job insecurity, deskilling and casu-
alisation. Workers in the sector, predominantly
women, are already low paid.” The CSU also
warns that service quality could be seriously
undermined and inequality and social disad-
vantage reinforced.”

The second prong of the WA government
offensive is legislation modelled on the Howard
government’s WorkChoices. It will make it more
difficult for trade unions to protect the jobs and
services which are being cut. Its centrepiece
is the reintroduction of individual, non-union
employment contracts, called individual work-
place agreements (IWAs). The WA version of
WorkChoices would cover around a third of the
state’s workforce which is still on state-based
awards and agreements (public sector and small,
unincorporated organisations).

It is based on a government-commissioned
review which was kept under wraps for 14
months. Its author, Stephen Amendola, has
a close association with the Howard govern-
ment’s WorkChoices legislation. The review
is a blue print for the government to gut the
powers and role of the Industrial Relations
Commission, force workers onto IWAs, deny
union representatives the right of entry, wipe
any protection against unfair dismissal, and
make it almost impossible to engage in collec-
tive bargaining. In other words, an employer’s
dream and worker’s nightmare.

Unions WA are not waiting for the Barnett
Coalition government to release the final details
of its new workplace laws. Their campaign is up
and running under the slogan “NO WorkChoices
in WA”. Details can be found on its website
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noworkchoicesinwa.com.au where there is a
petition to sign and letter to send to the premier.

Worse than WorkChoices

One of the largest protest actions for many
years was held in Sydney on June 15. The lunch-
time rally sent a strong message to the O’Farrell
Coalition government that the union movement
would fight its new industrial relations laws.
The recently passed Industrial Relations (Public
Sector Conditions of Employment) Bill gives
the government the right to dictate through
regulatory means wages and working conditions
of public sector employees. (See Guardian June
1, 8 & 15 for more details.)

Private sector unions joined in solidarity
with their public sector colleagues to swell the
ranks to more than 12,000. There was a large
police presence, but in an unusual twist they
were part of the protest, carrying large placards
with the slogans: “Protect Our Police” and “Cops
Deserve Better”. Attempts by the government
to split the police off from the rest of the pubic
sector workforce failed.

As well as police, the legislation affects
teachers, ambos, nurses and other health care
workers, community workers, librarians,
parliamentary staff (who joined the protest),
firefighters, and many others who provide vital
services to the community.

The government’s first regulation under the
new law restricts annual wage increases of pub-
lic sector employees to 2.5 percent — amounting
to a real wage reduction. Any increase above
the 2.5 percent can only be granted if they
can achieve corresponding “employee related
savings” (either job cuts, larger classes, poorer
conditions, etc) in advance of the pay increase.

The wage rise ceiling is only the beginning.
Staffing levels, long service leave provisions,
annual leave loading, overtime payments,

Libs
roll back

The importance of
alternative media
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working hours, annual leave — everything is
up for grabs.

As Greens MP David Shoebridge said,
“These laws, which give direct control over
wages and conditions to a single government
minister, while retaining the presence of an
Industrial Relations Commission, are even more
radical than John Howard’s WorkChoices.”

For more details on the campaign and to
sign the petition, visit www.psa.labor.net.au/

Blackmail bargaining

In Victoria, the Baillieu Coalition govern-
ment has capped funding for wage rises to
2.5 percent but has not gone the next step of
legislating for it as its counterparts did in NSW.
Instead, it leaves public sector employees with
the choice of accepting a real wage cut or job
and service cuts. It also rules out addressing
chronic understaffing and a growing demand
for services in line with population increase
and other factors.

Health, education, social welfare, com-
munity and other services will be forced to
cut services and working conditions — even
without breaching the 2.5 percent cap. Never
mind equal pay!

In Queensland, public services are threat-
ened by the Bligh Labor government’s privatisa-
tion program and budgetary cuts. There are plans
to slash 6,000 public sector jobs. Alec Scott,
secretary of the Queensland Public Sector Union
has resigned his membership of the ALP over
the government’s attack on the public sector.

ACTU secretary Jeff Lawrwnce addressing
the Sydney rally described the campaign against
the new NSW law as a national one. And that
is what is needed, not just to defend the public
sector — jobs, services and wages and working
conditions in NSW — but Australia wide. &

Interview:
Chilean mineworkers seek
international solidarity
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Labor’s “malaise”

The Australian Labor Party is in crisis and its causes are deeper
than the latest round of personal feuding and factional infighting.
The media is full of reports of a Rudd comeback and backbench
unrest over policy debacles like the “Malaysian solution” for the
asylum seekers arriving in Australian territorial waters. The pan-
icked atmosphere is not limited to the federal sphere. In South
Australia, Premier Rann is under mounting pressure to hand over
the reins to education minister Jay Weatherill as the government
continues to alienate the community.

Some say the slide is “cyclical”; that the Party will bounce
back as it has every time since its foundation in 1891. But this
time it’s not the same old ebbing and flowing of party political
fortunes. At the very top of the party there is a recognition that
something fundamental has occurred and that it may not be pos-
sible to reverse the trend. The ALP is haemorrhaging members.
This year, 16 percent of Victoria’s 13,000 members did not renew
their membership. Former member Jenni King was quoted in a
piece in The Age would appear to be typical:

“I worked for the education department for a long time. I
worked for the teachers union ... it saddens me to see what’s
happening to state schools. They are struggling in ways they never
had to struggle. That was just the final straw. It was that instant.”

Senator John Faulkner joined former Victorian Premier Steve
Bracks and former NSW Premier Bob Carr to produce the ALP’s
latest review of the state of the party for its National Executive.
It was delivered in January and painted a gloomy picture. It con-
tained a number of recommendations to restore some meaning to
rank and file membership of the party beyond selling raffle tickets
and handing out how-to-votes at polling booths.

Faulkner returned to these themes in his recent Wran Lecture.
He pointed out that the ALP is suffering from a wider trend in
a society comprised of time poor people. They don’t have the
same amount of time to devote to activism. People don’t see their
membership of the ALP as an important component of their
broader community activism. The ALP is no longer enmeshed in
the community as part of a social movement, Faulkner observed.
Young people tend to engage on an issue-by-issue basis and stay
away from the party.

Nowadays, the senator says, political professionals stage-manage
conferences to produce a facade of unity around policy derived
from focus groups and sniffing the political wind. According to
Faulkner, the ALP no longer leads as it did in the days before the
Whitlam government when it took up an initially unpopular posi-
tion against involvement in the Vietnam War, for example. Debate
is stifled. Policy committees on issues like health and education used
to be lively and innovative. Now they are ignored and demoralised.

Unfortunately for the ALP, the problems at the core of the
current crisis are deeper than the ones listed in the 2010 National
Review. Senator Faulkner is not correct to say that policy is set
by focus groups or timidly reacting to opinion polls. It may look
that way but the reality is worse. Policy is now blatantly set in
the think tanks of the capitalist class and corporate boardrooms,
adapted and presented in only slightly different forms by the ALP
and the Coalition. There is now so little wriggle room that “positive
reform” (which Faulkner correctly notes is no longer associated
with the ALP) is simply declared unthinkable by the controllers
of the global capitalist economy.

A consensus has developed that the ALP is no longer a social
democratic party. The Greens have, to some extent, stepped into
the role left by the ALP. The real vacuum in Australian politics is
the working class ideological alternative — a home for those who
want to work for a society based on solidarity and respect for
the environment. A strong Communist Party in a strong left and
progressive movement used to act as a brake on the rightward drift
of the ALP. In the near future, as economic and environmental
pressures mount, that role will not be enough. With the decline
of the ALP, that function may well be irrelevant. The building of
the left and progressive alternative is now a question of survival.

Australians for Syria call for a
peaceful resolution to protests

In light of the recent troubles in Syria, a group of
Australians of Syrian background have founded
“Australians for Syria”, a collective tasked with voic-
ing their views on the current issues in their country
of origin. Australians for Syria:

1. Support all legitimate calls for political reform
in Syria;

2. Support the abolition of the Emergency Law and
call for a speedy implementation of laws allowing political
parties to freely operate in the country;

3. Condemn the use of force to quell peaceful politi-
cal protest;

4. Offer condolences to the families of all those who
have lost their lives civilians, protestors and security
personal alike;

5. Furthermore, Australians for Syria express the fol-
lowing grave concerns:

a. The protests appear to be increasingly sectarian.
Reports from Syria suggest that what began as
protests for reform have now disintegrated into calls
for regime change motivated by sectarian divides
and fuelled by radicals and extremists. Australians
for Syria distinguish between legitimate calls for
reform and sectarian riots;

b. Some protestors have become violent. Syrian
police, security personal and civilians belonging
to minority groups have been deliberately targeted.
There have been reported cases of revenge killings,
ambushes and reprisals. Political freedoms cannot
be achieved by violent means nor by riots aimed

Syria and the disintegration of the Syrian state.
Awustralians for Syria oppose any outcome in Syria
that leads to the break-up of the state and its secular
identity. Calls for the establishment of a “Syrian
Emirate” are hereby condemned as such views are
a reflection of Islamic extremism.

6. In light of the above concerns and with a view to
resolving the troubles in the country, Australians for Syria
call on the Syrian people to:

a. Allow the new Syrian cabinet an opportunity to

implement the promised reforms;

b. Distance themselves from radicals and extremists
and not partake in violent street protests;

c. Reject calls for regime change. Syrians are urged
to consider the full ramifications of an overthrow
of the regime and whether it is in the best interests
of the country in light of the likelihood of sectar-
ian violence.

7. Australians for Syria ask that the Australian media,
political leaders and fellow citizens give serious thought
to the above concerns when reporting, making decisions
or discussing the events in Syria.

More information about Australians for Syria

Awustralians for Syria is comprised of members of
political groups, community organisations, media organi-
sations, charities and academics, They are Australians of
various backgrounds who have been motivated to speak
out in light of the troubles affecting Syria, For more details
regarding any of the points raised please contact George
Salloum on 0403 327 346, email aus4syria@gmail.com

PRESS FUND
Apparently eight of the NSW Liberal Party’s 18-member state
executive are either lobbyists, former lobbyists or aspiring lobbyists
for big business interests. How efficient! Just get the right executive
members preselected as candidates then elected to parliament
and you won’t have to go through the usual bothersome lobbying
interviews — they’ll do the job for you in-house! But speaking
of numbers, we really need your contributions to help us expose
political corruption in high places, so please send us something
for the Press Fund for the next issue. Many thanks to this week’s
contributors, as follows:

Anne Duffy, in memory of Harry Black $50
Robert Girvan $10, “Round Figure” $10
This week’s total: $70 Progressive total: $7,540

at causing property damage to public buildings.

c. Sectarian violence may lead to a civil war in

or search “Australians for Syria” on facebook. &

Guardian 1500th and
the alternative media

Sydney marked the publication of
the 1500th issue of The Guardian
with a function at the Mori Gallery
last week (see page 6). An exhibi-
tion of front covers of Communist
Party newspapers dating back to
the original 1920s Workers’ Weekly
formed the backdrop to a discus-
sion of the alternative media and
the role of The Guardian.

CPA Sydney District secretary
Tony Oldfield introduced Guardian
journalist and former editor Anna
Pha who talked about the impor-
tance of the paper in countering the
distortions and lies carried in the
corporate media. She cited several
successful, deliberate campaigns
on the part of the monopoly news
outlets to generate a lack of under-
standing about current realities.
Anna pointed out that the Party

press is objective and partisan (on
the side of the working class) at the
same time.

She also stressed that the paper
does not seek simply to inform the
public but to organise, educate and
agitate among the working class to
advance its interests. It has a spe-
cial place among the “alternative
media”.

Professor Jake Lynch — direc-
tor of the Centre for Peace and
Conflict Studies at the University of
Sydney; former presenter for BBC
World News and former politi-
cal correspondent for Sky News
— spoke next. He quoted German
19th century philosopher Arthur
Schopenhauer about the process
that all commonly held truths pass
through. “First, it is ridiculed.
Second, it is violently opposed.

Third, it is accepted as being
self-evident.”

Professor Lynch noted several
examples from the pages of the
Party press where a ridiculed and
isolated position, like support for
East Timor’s independence, was
finally embraced by the wider com-
munity. He paid tribute to the brave
people working in the alternative
media who often pay a high price
for bringing a principled position
in from the outer sphere of “devi-
ant” opinion to the inner sphere of
acceptable beliefs.

The exhibition of front pages
drew considerable attention.
Souvenir packages of Guardians
were distributed and several sub-
scriptions to the workers” weekly
were sold. &

Top Guardian Seller

Congratulations to Beryl Miller of
the Northern Branch of the CPA
in Adelaide as winner of the Top
Seller competition. The competition
was held as part of the celebrations
of the 1500th issue of party paper
since its first issue in December
1971.

The competition was based on a
points system, with one point for each
Guardian sold during the month of
May and additional points for signing
up new subscriptions. Beryl sold 139
copies of the paper and got one new

three-month subscription, giving her
a total 141 points.

Beryl is a well-deserved winner,
she is a regular seller of the paper to
trade union offices, she has regular
round of customers and never misses
an opportunity at rallies and meetings
or in the street or outside a factory.
There will be an interview with Beryl
in a future issue of The Guardian.

Congratulations to Richard
Titelius, a member of the Perth
branch, who was runner-up with an
outstanding performance of 116 sales.

Richard is also a regular seller, every
lunch time he out on the street selling
papers. Richard is also a regular con-
tributor to the paper and like Beryl,
never misses an opportunity for a sale.

Beryl and Richard are sustain-
ing a long tradition of selling the
party press. We need more Beryls
and Richards to boost the sale of the
paper. We also need more contributors
to report on their struggles and send
in their photos. &

Support The Guardian by

donating to Press Fund
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New developments In
asylum seeker struggle

Peter Mac

Last week the Gillard govern-
ment suffered a series of major
setbacks over its policy of off-shore
processing for asylum seekers and
its notorious proposal to send 800
asylum seekers to be detained in
Malaysia.

Firstly, Greens parliamentarian
Adam Bandt moved a motion in
the Lower House condemning the
Malaysian proposal. Both houses
of federal parliament approved the
motion.

Secondly, the Refugee and
Immigration Legal Centre launched
a High Court challenge over the
government’s proposed transfer to
Malaysia of a Kurdish woman and
her four-year-old son. The woman’s
husband, an approved refugee, is now
living in Melbourne.

Thirdly, the Malaysian govern-
ment is refusing to give the Gillard
government a guarantee that trans-
ferred asylum seekers would be
granted special identity papers, and
that none of them would be forcibly
returned to the country from which
they had fled.

Fourthly, news has been released
that boys under the age of eighteen
who have served as crew on asylum
seeker boats have been placed in
Brisbane’s maximum security jail,
in violation of Australia’s obligations
under domestic and international laws
for the protection of children.

And lastly, the government of
Nauru has announced it will sign the
UN Refugee Convention. Its failure
to previously do so was cited by the
Rudd and Gillard governments as the
major reason why Nauru was unac-
ceptable as a site for an asylum seeker
detention centre.

Government policies
slammed

Since the ALP won govern-
ment in 2007 it has boasted that
its asylum seeker policies are more
humane than those of the former

Howard government or the conser-
vative opposition. Nevertheless, the
Howard government’s overriding
policies of mandatory detention and
off-shore processing have survived
intact, and the Gillard government’s
implementation of those policies has
been as heartless as any initiative of
the Howard regime.

Nowhere is this more clearly
demonstrated than in the Malaysian
proposal. Malaysia has argued that all
the transported asylum seekers should
be dealt with under the country’s
normal rules and regulations. For
detainees already there, normal prac-
tice means arbitrary arrest and abuse
by police, incarceration and/or caning
for those who lack identity papers or
are charged with misdemeanours, or
enforced deportation.

Sending the Kurdish mother
and child to Malaysia would almost
certainly result in separation of the
family for years, because the govern-
ment’s intention is for all transferred
asylum seekers to go to “the end of
the queue”, i.e. to have their refugee
status applications examined only
after applications from detainees
already in Malaysia have been
processed.

This week the High Court will
determine whether sending the mother
and child to Malaysia would violate
the UN Refugee Convention, which

Awustralia has signed and which for-
bids separation of families.

Last week, Prime Minister Gillard
suffered the worst opinion polling as
prime minister since John Howard
introduced the GST. Her personal
disapproval rate was 59 percent and
Tony Abbott is now equal-pegging
with her as preferred prime minister.
Primary vote support for the govern-
ment plunged to 27 percent, the low-
est rating for a major party since the
Nielsen polls commenced 39 years
ago, while the coalition’s primary
vote reached 49 percent.

Significantly, 76 percent of
respondents disapproved of the gov-
ernment’s treatment of asylum-seek-
ers, while only 20 percent expressed
approval. The poll examined six major
areas of government activity, and
the government’s performance with
regard to asylum seekers scored the
worst rating for any of them.

The government’s relentless
commitment to the cruel Malaysian
proposal has outraged Australian citi-
zens. The same public reaction was
evident during the final phase of the
Howard government, after revelations
about the tragic sinking of asylum
seeker boat SIEV-X, and the illegal
detention of two Australian citizens,
one of whom had been deported to
the Philippines.

Gillard and co are now probably

even less popular than prior to the
poll, which was taken before the
release of shocking news about boys
imprisoned in the Brisbane jail, and
before the appeal for the Kurdish
mother and child was launched.

Too little, too late

The government has taken a
particularly callous approach towards
crew members, by arresting them as
“people smugglers™ while the real
people smugglers carry on business
as usual back in Indonesia. Many of
the boats’ crew members are boys,
who have either been kidnapped or
persuaded to participate in the hope of
saving their families from destitution
or starvation.

Last week, after news of the
jailing of the boys was released, the
government hastily ordered the release
of three boys from the Brisbane jail.
It was too little, too late. The boys,
who wept on their release, had been
there for 15 months. Their parents,
who had no idea where they had
gone, had never been informed of
their whereabouts.

If the High Court rules against the
government in the case of the Kurdish
mother and child the Malaysian pro-
posal will almost certainly collapse.
The government may pursue the pos-
sibility of reinstating the Manus Island
detention centre, but, it may decide to

favour Nauru, arguing that the game
has changed with Nauru’s decision to
sign the Refugee Convention.

Abandoning off-shore process-
ing would be the honourable course
of action, but is now the least likely
outcome. If the government retains
off-shore processing, but loses a par-
liamentary vote over a bill to abandon
the Malaysian proposal, it might be
forced to hold an early election, in
which case the Liberals would almost
certainly win the most votes.

However, the public has expressed
its disgust with the government’s per-
formance, and both major parties are
tainted with the off-shore processing
stain, so the public may say: “A
plague on both your houses!”

The Greens gained two percent-
age points in the poll, and the progres-
sive independents have not suffered a
discernible loss in popularity, so it’s
possible the Liberals would be kept
from office by the ALP forming a
new coalition with the Greens and
independents, but with the govern-
ment weakened and the other coalition
members holding much greater power
than at present.

Let it be so! The treatment of
asylum seekers by both major par-
ties is a crime against humanity and
a national disgrace.
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Where is Cuba heading?
A party event in the party building

A well attended meeting on Saturday June 18, was addressed by the
two Cuban diplomatic reps in Australia: Cuban Ambassador Pedro Monzon
Barata and Cuban Consul General Reinaldo Garcia Perera. Ambassador Pedro
gave a brilliant and witty speech which discussed the changes agreed to at
the latest Congress of the Cuban Communist Party to bring about a better
Cuban economy and socialist system. This stage of the Cuban Revolution
is a necessary step to improve socialism and that a key question is to create
a balance between social justice and increasing economic efficiency. The
changes adopted by the party congress were discussed throughout the country
and will be continuously monitored by a special commission set up for this
purpose. Consul Reinaldo ably backed up the speaker and the CPA President
Vinnie Molina chaired the meeting. &

Photo: Denis Doherty

The Cuban Ambassador Pedro Monzon Barata explaining
a point. Cuban Consul General Reinaldo Garcia Perera on the left.



4  Labour Struggle

The Guardian
June 22 2011

MUA takes the lead In
signing Social Compact
to back Aboriginal Action

The Maritime Union of Australia
(MUA) says it is proud to join the
North Queensland Land Council
(NQLC), 16 other unions and the
Queensland Council of Unions
(QCU) in signing a Social Compact
to support delivering better out-
comes in education, health, jobs
and training.

Many unions joined the agree-
ment to support NQLC representatives
during project and wage negotiations
involving developments and industry
on Aboriginal land.

“The Social Compact is the first
of its type in Queensland, and the
MUA is proud to have been at the
forefront of seeing it realised,” said
assistant national secretary lan Bray.

“Our union has always been com-
mitted to seeing training and jobs for
Aboriginal people, and the compact
is a practical way we can be involved
in that.

“Importantly, it will impact on
industries often located on Aboriginal
land, including Queensland’s mining
and minerals processing industries.”

Broad union support for the
Compact has shown the union move-
ment’s determination to close the gap

between Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander disadvantage.

Mr Bray said the agreement will
ensure that union expertise, influence
and knowledge are key components in
the training, job support and industry
development for Aboriginal people.

He said the giant corporations
coming into Queensland are doing
very little to advance the rights of
and opportunities for the traditional
custodians of many of those resources
and assets.

“The Social Compact will ensure
a sustained, meaningful and respectful
partnership between unions, the Land
Council and Aboriginal communities
into the future.

“It will provide a framework
for us all to ensure that Aboriginal
communities are able to negotiate a
fair share of the development riches
coming from Queensland.

The compact also ensures that
government organisations, such as
Queensland Departments, will also
be required to involve relevant unions
when they negotiate service agree-
ments with Aboriginal communities.

The QCU is the first trades and
labour council in the country to sign

a social compact agreement with an
Aboriginal Land Council.

“The MUA is very proud to
have led the charge for a Compact,
and we are delighted to be signing
it and joining our comrades in the
continued fight for social justice for
all Australians.”

NQLC Chairperson, Terry
O’Shane said, “I hope that the
Compact will usher in a new era
of positive relationships between
unions, Land Councils and Aboriginal
communities.”

The Social Compact gives real
meaning to “Closing the Gap”.
Employment and training will be
taken out of the compensation regime
of Indigenous Land Use Agreements
and similar negotiations, and will be
treated as a right.

The MUA offers its deepest
thanks to the following comrades who
have really worked to make this com-
pact a reality: Peter Simpson (state
secretary, ETU), Jim Valery (state
secretary, CFMEU Mining), Terry
O’Shane (NQLC and MUA member),
Gwen Taylor (Cultural Liaison Officer
QCU) and Lara Watson (CFMEU
Mining Cultural Liaison Officer). &

Guards slam Senate’s
dangerous air security report

Security officers have condemned
a proposal to replace guards
protecting our airports with new
recruits as reckless, and they have
demanded the federal government
immediately repudiate the plan.

The proposal is contained in
a Senate Committee report which
outlines a major overhaul in airport
security.

“We condemn this proposal as
reckless and a recipe for disaster,”
says Jess Walsh, Victorian secre-
tary of United Voice, the Security
Union.

“Throwing away the accumu-
lated experience and skills built
up over decades by thousands of

private security officers at airports
and replacing them with fresh new
recruits is just crazy.

“We call on the federal gov-
ernment to repudiate and reject
this ridiculous proposal, which is
undermining confidence in airport
security and is a slap in the face
for thousands of hard-working,
highly-experienced security
officers.”

The unions asks what kind of
message does this send to air-travel-
lers who every day rely on aviation
security public to keep them safe
from terror attacks?”

The Senate Committee iden-
tified high turnover of private

security guards as the main reason
for initiating these changes.

Ms Ross said that a major
report released by the union demon-
strates that a lack of respect for the
experience and professionalism of
guards is why they are leaving this
industry.

“It is just basic common sense
that the solution is to invest in the
existing aviation security workforce
who every day risk their safety to
ensure ours, rather than waste mon-
ey on starting again from scratch.

“Security guards think this is a
reckless and dangerous proposal,
one that the travelling public should
be very worried about.” &
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Each time the government moves on refugee issues they opt for cruellest and most inhumane policy and mimic
the hated policies of the Howard government. The “solutions” that go by the name of Malaysian and Nauru
are not solutions, and this message was rammed home time again by many speakers. The Party’s Central
Committee took a break from its deliberations and attended the rally, giving out many Guardians and making
their presence felt through carrying the party flag. The CPA believes that refugees should not be detained
indefinitely but be kept for a short while for health and criminal checks and then released into the community.

AMWU hits out at
Telstra as PMP’s
White Pages print
run slashed

The Australian Manufacturing
Workers’ Union (AMWU) has
called on Telstra and the govern-
ment to please explain over “secret
plans” that could mean massive
cuts to the print run of the White
Pages.

According to the union,
Telstra’s Sensis subsidiary has been
in talks with the government over
plans to stop universal delivery
of the telephone directory, which
would have significant impacts
on PMP’s Chullora plant. The site
employs 130 union workers, who
would likely be affected by any
significant changes to the print
volumes.

The Sydney printing plant
produces White Pages and Yellow
Pages under a contract that still has
around five years to run. AMWU
NSW secretary Tim Ayres told
ProPrint the move was a “crude
cost-cutting exercise” and that jobs
will be at risk.

“Telstra are obligated to provide
a functioning White Pages to every
household in Australia. There is
a relationship with the public that
needs to be satisfied, and Telstra’s
secret shift to a new approach
certainly isn’t the right way to go
about it,” he said.

The union claims Telstra’s print
order for the 2011/12 White Pages
for Melbourne has been cut by 90
percent, from nearly 1.4 million to
165,000.

PMP was unable to comment
due to contractual obligations with
Telstra. However, sources close
to Telstra and the print giant con-
firmed these numbers.

Sensis denied the AMWU’s
claims that it had been keeping the
industry in the dark.

The Telstra subsidiary has con-
firmed it is running a “pilot change
in the distribution process” for the
White Pages in Melbourne and
Sydney.

“Sensis has been transparent
and engaged stakeholder groups
including the Federal government,
PMP the printer of the White Pages
directory and consumer interest
groups,” it said in a statement.

The pilot will mean a switch
to an “opt-in” system for the direc-
tories. “Under the pilot, residents
in these two cities will receive
the White Pages Business and
Government Book and would be
invited to order a copy of the White
Pages Residential Book — via tel-
ephone, online or they will be able
to collect a copy from their local
Australia Post outlet,” according to
Sensis.

“The pilot does not include any
plans to change the distribution of
any other book, including the White
Pages Business and Government
Book, which will continue to be
delivered to virtually every house-
hold in Australia.” &
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Libs roll back
anti-discrimination in Victoria

Anna Pha

Like its counterparts in NSW
and WA, the recently elected
Liberal-led Coalition government
in Victoria has wasted no time
in rolling back past gains and
rights of workers. In NSW and
WA the Coalition governments
have launched vicious attacks on
public sector workers. In Victoria
it has set about winding back anti-
discrimination laws. Amendments
to the Victorian Equal Opportunity
Act went through on June 14,
gutting the powers of the Human
Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission and allowing religious
bodies and schools to discriminate
on such grounds such as religion,
sexuality and marital status.

“The government has muzzled
the powers of our Equal Opportunity
Commissioner to investigate serious
systemic workplace discrimination
as well as endorsing employment
discrimination in religious schools,”
Caroline Counsel, president of the
Law Institute of Victoria said.

“This is a backward step for equal
opportunity and fair employment
practices,” Ms Counsel said.

The Victorian Equal Opportunity
Amendment Bill 2011 initially failed

to gain a majority in the Lower House
when Community Services Minister
Mary Wooldridge caused the govern-
ment considerable embarrassment
by missing the vote. With the vote
at 43-43 Liberal speaker Ken Smith,
followed convention and voted the
bill down to maintain the current
legislation. The government later
resubmitted the defeated Bill when it
had the numbers, this time ignoring
convention.

The Baillieu government’s
Victorian Equal Opportunity
Amendment Bill 2011 will exempt
religious schools and religious bodies
from sections of the Act. This will
give religious bodies the right to deny
employment to someone on the basis
of their religion, values, marital status
or sexuality.

Religious bodies include schools,
churches, charitable bodies that are
conducted in accordance with reli-
gious doctrines, beliefs or principles.

The “inherent requirements test”
enabled religious bodies to discrimi-
nate where necessary to fulfil the
requirements of the job. The bill
repeals this provision.

Religious schools which are in
receipt of huge funds from govern-
ment sources will now be able to
refuse employment to a teacher,

cleaner, gardener, office worker on the
basis of their faith (or lack of religious
adherence), values, their marital status
(eg de facto, divorced), parental status
(eg single parent), sexuality or other
grounds.

Charitable organisations with
links to a church, administering mil-
lions of dollars of government funds
in employment and other services,
will likewise be able to discriminate
in employment. This applies to large
corporate enterprises like the Wesley
Mission, Anglicare and the Salvation
Army as well as to smaller outfits.

The bill undermines the ability
of the Commission to investigate
discrimination claims by removing its
powers to compel attendance or provi-
sion of documents for the purpose of
an investigation.

The bill overturns legislation
passed last year by the previous
Labor government, which was to
have come into effect in August this
year. Labor’s legislation sought to
take the Commission from being a
complaints handling body to one that
could investigate serious, systematic
discrimination; arrive at enforceable
undertakings; issue compliance
notices; and conduct public inquiries.

Labor’s legislation gave the
Commission the power to address

Perth Rally to celebrate
World Refugee Da

Richard Titelius

Last Sunday at 12.30pm around
100 people gathered to celebrate
World Refugee Day outside the
Wesley Church in the Perth
CBD, which was organised by the
Refugee Rights Action Network
(RRAN). The event was chaired by
RRAN spokesman Marcus Roberts
who opened proceedings by read-
ing a letter from a refugee being
held at the Perth Detention Centre.
The person wrote of a dream of
freedom beyond the walls which
contain them — and of being able
to walk in the streets without hav-
ing a camera and other unwanted
attention directed towards them.

There were four speakers
including former West Australian
Premier Dr Carmen Lawrence,
now a University of WA academic
who spoke about the prevalence of
a Fortress Australia mentality and
questioned the reasons for this.

Dr Lawrence argued that it
could be that we are isolated being
an island nation. Our relative pros-
perity and individualism has pro-
duced a selfishness in our society
and a reluctance to share. A selfish-
ness that in previous times would
have been seen as a vice was now
seen as a virtue.

Dr Lawrence continued, “Out
of decency we have an obligation
to help those who are seeking a
better life.” A life that many of us
may take for granted, and are led
to believe through the mainstream
capitalist media that “queue jump-
ers” and “illegal’s” are not entitled
to come here and should be locked
up until their case has been proven.

Dr Lawrence concluded, “There
is a spiral of silence out there that
has to be turned around.”
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One of those refugees who
spent time in a detention centre
and can now walk around free is
a young lIraqi woman Reem who
spoke next.

Reem had spent a year in the
Woomera Detention Centre when
she arrived as a child in 1999. She
recalled the oppressive heat and
isolation of the detention centre
and the impersonal and degrading
practice of being given a number
to which she had to answer for the
year that she had to spend there
while her case was decided.

A woman from CARAD
(Coalition for Asylum Seekers,

Refugees and Detainees) was the
final speaker. She called on the gov-
ernment to close all detention cen-
tres which she saw as “Factories of
IlIness”. Instead we should be doing
prompt and efficient health and
security checks on asylum seekers
and then releasing them into the
community.

The growing crowd then gath-
ered for a vocal and colourful
march around the city including an
activist with an Australian flag tied
around his head who was symboli-
cally placed inside a cage which
was wheeled around the route of the
march. &

serious discrimination affecting
organisations as a whole, and not just
individuals. The Commission could
of its own motion carry out inves-
tigations, an important power when
vulnerable individuals might have dif-
ficulty in bringing a complaint. It had
the power to investigate where trends
or systemic discrimination was occur-
ring, and to work with organisations
towards overcoming discriminatory
practices. As of August these powers
will be removed.

Apart from opening the doors to

the bill undermines the secular nature
of Australian society and is in conflict
with the constitutional separation of
church and state.

The lack of consultation and
speed with which the bill went
through parliament seems indicative
of other state Coalition governments.
The trend seems to be to rush the bills
through before any public awareness
or opposition can be built. The bill
also is indicative of a concerted and
very dangerous right-wing push tak-
ing place across Australia on social

discriminatory employment practices — issues. &
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In Sydney, Marrickville Council’'s campaign for boycotts, divest-
ment and sanctions (BDS) against Israel was criticised by both
major parties and the Greens leader Bob Brown. The cam-
paign was axed in April. But according to incoming Greens
Senator Lee Rhiannon, South African anti-apartheid fight-
er and Nobel laureate Desmond Tutu had congratulated the
Greens-controlled council for their campaign. Mr Tutu sent a
letter congratulating the councillors on the work they had done
on the issue and expressed his support for the sanctions.

Federal and Queensland officials have decided to close tuber-
culosis (TB) clinics in the northern border region — a decision
that worries doctors. TB experts are concerned that the dis-
ease could take hold in Torres Strait and Cape York Indigenous
areas because of the high level of chronic disease in those
areas. The clinics are operated fortnightly on the Torres Strait
Islands of Saibai and Boigu. There were complaints from island-
ers that the services were being swamped by PNG citizens who
could access them. The reason for PNG citizens seeking medi-
cal help there is obvious — lack of health facilities in their own
country. When the clinics close the patients will have to rely on
PNG authorities for the provision of services. Queensland Health
cited inadequate federal funding as the reason for closure.
TB is very infections and is once again spreading worldwide.

When the USA was smashing up Irag’s infrastructure it kept on
promising billions of dollars in reconstruction funds. The money
was delivered — the biggest airlift of cash ever delivered any-
where. Somehow during this process US$6.6 billion disappeared.
This month the Pentagon and the Iraqi government are closing
books on the program that handled funding for reconstruction.
The missing billions — “the largest theft of funds in national histo-
ry”, according to Stuart Bowen, special inspector-general for Iraq
reconstruction, had come from Iragi oil sales, seized Iraqgi assets
and surplus funds from the United Nations’ oil-for-food program.
In other words, it is Irag’s money. Iraqi officials are threatening to
go to court to reclaim the money. The US Congress “is not look-
ing forward to having to spend billions of our money to make up
for billions of their money that we can’'t account for, and can't
seem to find”, said Democrat congressman Henry Waxman.

Calvary Mater Newcastle is the Hunter region’s major centre
for cancer services. According to the hospital’'s web site it con-
ducts 80 percent of cancer research in the Hunter region. This
is very commendable. What is less commendable is the lat-
est management decision not to allow doctors to provide written
information on contraception to cancer patients who are trialling
a medication derived from thalidomide. Thalidomide was respon-
sible for thousands of birth defects when pregnant women took
it in the '60s for morning sickness. It is vital for patients to ful-
ly understand the possible side effects of the medication which
seems to work well as a cancer drug. It also restricts can-

cer specialists from providing proper care for their patients.
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The importance of the alternative
Speech given by Anna Pha at a function at the Mori Gallery Sydney to mark the 15001

6 Magazine

First I would like to clarify the use of term
alternative media which has undergone
significant change in usage in the recent
period.

It used to refer to non-mainstream or
independent media outlets such as the likes
of the British Guardian, the Independent, our
public broadcaster the ABC. It did not include
publications such as The Guardian which is not
a publication of a stand-alone media organisa-
tion but the organ of a political party. Nor did
it normally include newsletters and journals
of other organisations and groups. The main
source of news and information for the majority
of people was the corporate monopolies — the
reach of the alternative media was relatively
small and overall not so influential.

In recent years, the communications revolu-
tion has seen a rapid expansion of new digital
media platforms. Previously distinct boundaries
have been blurred. Newspapers, for example,
have websites, audio, twitters, blogs, etc, which
are transmitted through a range of media —
phones, tablets, etc. With each new development
the corporate media monopolies seek to move
in and extend their monopoly control but the
internet has made it more difficult. The media
has also become far more interactive — not just
“letters to the editor”, but real time comments
through emails, sms’s etc.

There is an element of democratisation and
accessibility that did not exist before as the
communications revolution has opened up new
opportunities for more voices to be heard, the
voices of the people. The cost of internet-based
and other digital media has become relatively
cheap. The speed and reach of communications
has opened up new horizons for trade unions,
Indigenous peoples, environmentalists, peace
and many other activists and groups. It is being
used very effectively to not only disseminate
information but as an organising and campaign-
ing tool with some great victories. The concept
of alternative media appears now to include all
of these sources, including The Guardian.

There is not time to say more on this — but |
do want to highlight what they are the alternative
to. To the corporate media monopolies — what
is often called the “mainstream” media. The
likes of News Corp (Daily Telegraph, Herald
Sun, Courier Mail, Advertiser), PBL (Australian
Consolidated Press magazines, Nine Network),
etc. This monopoly applies to production, dis-
tribution as well as ownership.

This so-called “mainstream” or “mass”
media promotes the interests of a small minor-
ity: it serves the interests of a particular class,
the capitalist class.

Ideology and
propaganda machine

It is extremely powerful and sophisticated
in the way it pushes its ideological agenda. Its
content is so highly streamlined and central-
ised that when the US invades a country or
carries out an illegal assassination breaching
the sovereignty of another nation state, within
minutes, the many corporate media outlets run
the same line, the same footage, use the same
political spin, the same lies. It is all-pervasive,
reaching across the community and extremely
convincing when so many outlets run the same
line. It can be quite difficult without access to
alternative sources of information to fathom
what the real situation is.

1’d like to take a couple of examples of the
manipulative power of the corporate media. \We
hear a lot about the evils of the Taliban, but how
many people know who originally trained and
armed them or for what purpose? When US and
NATO forces were bombing Yugoslavia, we got
graphic images, demonisation of leaders and lies.
Never the role of the West in stirring up racial
tensions or an overall picture of the aims of the
West in carving up a sovereign state.

Take another example: climate change. Can
anyone tell me when the Kyoto Protocol expires?

Answer from someone in the audience:
2012.

Well it doesn’t. That answer illustrates the
power of the corporate media. The period of

the first round of commitments for emission
reductions by the rich, industrialised nations
finishes in 2012. Under the provisions of the
Protocol a new round of commitments should
be implemented in 2013. They should have
been finalised at Copenhagen. That is just one
example of a lie consistently promulgated by
Western politicians and the corporate media
monopolies as they cover up the role of the
US, British, Canadian, Australian and other
governments in trying to smash the Kyoto
Protocol. If you believe the media (and govern-
ment) the Copenhagen conference adopted the
Copenhagen Accord. Another lie.

The list of lies and disinformation and
even more importantly the lack of information
is endless. | am sure everyone here could give
many examples.

Wielding power

The constant, consistent barrage of propa-
ganda is effective. In particular it is used to
suppress ideas that challenge the capitalist
system; that put forward alternatives. Take for
example the recent NSW state elections. Labor
was on the nose but the only alternative that
the media seriously put before the electorate
was O’Farrell. The Greens got at best a token
run and when the CPA runs it gets very little at
all. In the political sphere the corporate media
prop up and perpetuate the two-party system.

The “debate” surrounding the carbon tax is
in itself another example of how the corporate
media divert attention from the key issues. The
real discussion on what the government should
be doing to address climate change does not
get an airing. Instead there is a lot of hot air
over compensation and the price of carbon.
The Greens, the CPA, the many environmental
and other community organisations, scientists
and others who recognise the urgency of the
situation and have worthwhile policies, at best
get a token airing.

The parameters of the debate are narrow and
“safe”. The reader or listener is presented with
a phoney contest of ideas, while the genuine
alternatives necessary to address climate change
and challenge corporate power and interests
rarely get a mention.

It is the same in how it deals with Gillard’s
education revolution — details are debated but
the fact it is an agenda to privatise public educa-
tion is not raised.

A couple more comments on the power of
the media: We usually associate adverts with a
product that some corporation wants us to buy.
But what about BHP ads in a magazine or news-
paper? Have you ever bought something from
BHP? No. You can’t. BHP is buying influence.

“Axe the tax” mining magnate Gina
Reinehart recently spent $300 million buying
10 percent of Ten Network and five percent
of Fairfax. Why? | think you can answer that
one, midst a struggle over mining taxes and
carbon taxes.

Where in the mass media is the debate about
privatisation as against a phoney debate on the
details of how to privatise?

Where is the voice challenging neo-liberal-
ism and the role of markets? The odd columnist
[raises it] but not front page headlines.

The choice of language is another power-
ful weapon in manipulating the truth. Take the
terms: rebel, opposition, guerrilla, terrorist. Each
has a different connotation, the use of one term
in one struggle and a different term in another
struggle is political, and used to win support
for or demonise a particular group.

The tendency towards quick 30-second
grabs makes it even more difficult to put for-
ward and argue serious, considered alternatives.
How do you counter in 30 seconds the populist
“Stop the boats”.

Need for alternative

It is imperative that left and progressive
voices receive a wide airing beyond activists
and other relatively small pockets of the public.
There are pressing issues. The world we live in
and our planet is in a big mess, to put it politely!
A global food crisis, millions denied proper
sanitation and safe drinking water, millions

dying of preventable disease, wars, the threat
of nuclear war, denial of human and democratic
rights, millions of displaced persons, economic
crisis, mass unemployment, and climate change.

Urgent measures are required to deal with
these crises, but Western governments are show-
ing no sign of changing their ways and taking
the necessary actions. They protect their invest-
ments through the power of their media outlets,
by manipulation of the truth and public opinion.
At the same time millions of people around the
globe, including in Australia are taking action
around alternative policies; they believe there
could be a better world. But their voices are
not reaching the broader public through the
corporate monopolies; their calls for action are
sidelined, ignored or even ridiculed.

The alternative media has an important
role to play in building the people’s struggles,
in informing people, offering solutions, show-
ing there is another way, that a better world is
possible.

I was asked by a media student recently
if 1 called myself a journalist. | said yes. Her
response was that you are not neutral, you put
an opinion, that they are taught at the university
that journalists are neutral, they convey infor-
mation. (I doubt she really believed that!) We
had an interesting discussion about the political
line of the corporate monopolies, the selection
of content: which stories are run, what facts are
omitted or included, the choice of language, who
is interviewed, etc, are highly political.

Just to take the example of Gina, supporting
a $30 carbon price would not be a sound career
choice for a Ten Network or Fairfax reporter.
I said I am not neutral, | am partisan and | try
to be as objective as possible. That objectivity
and neutrality are not the same thing. Neutrality
amounts to acceptance and de facto support for
the status quo. During Hitler’s time it amounted
to appeasement of fascism.

The speed and reach of communications
has opened up new horizons for trade unions,
Indigenous peoples, environmentalists, peace
and many other activists and groups. It is being
used very effectively to not only disseminate
information but as an organising and campaign-
ing tool.

And this brings me to The Guardian and
how it is different to many of the alternative
media outlets. Some, such as the public broad-
caster, have political limitations placed on them
by government or right-wing management, yet
still can do a great job such as the recent Four
Corners program on the slaughter of cattle in
Indonesia. Some are single issue; they take up
campaigns, make exposés and provide valuable
information. Some are “independent” — their
positions on issues might be left, progressive
or even conservative on different occasions.

But The Guardian, The Workers” Weekly,
has a sharply defined class position. We proudly
and openly admit our class allegiance; we do not
hide our support for the working class. While
we run with many issues that other alternative
media cover, we analyse them from a consistent
class perspective. We also attempt to make the
links between the different issues, to identify the
causes of problems (eg climate warming), and
we put forward alternative policies in the inter-
ests of the working people and the planet. We
give a voice to working people, to Indigenous
Awstralians, to refugees. We set out to inform,
educate and politicise our readers, to encourage
them to become active, and we strive to support
and build left and progressive movements as
well building the political alternative.

If real change is to be achieved, if peace and
justice are to become a reality, and the planet and
human race saved, then the alternative media
will need to become mainstream, not confined
to pockets of the community.

I want to conclude with the headline from
the front page of the Daily Telegraph (02-06-
2011): “Disability pensioners outnumber total
war wounded” and underneath it in large bold
letters: “AN ARMY OF SHIRKERS”. | rest my
case. That alone demonstrates the importance
of the alternative media and the need for the
alternative media — and I refer here to left and
progressive media. &
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Call to halt
human rights violations
IN West Papua

Australia West Papua Association (Sydney)

Letter sent to Pacific Island Forum leaders
re West Papua and Pacific Islands Forum

The 42nd Meeting of the Pacific Islands Forum will be held in Auckland in September 2011. It is also the 40th
anniversary of the Forum. Other organisations might also like to write asking that the human rights situation
in West Papua be on the Forum agenda. Addresses of leaders below (for hardcopy letters). Some email
contacts can be found on the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat website forumsec.org.fj.

Dear Prime Minister,

On behalf of the Australia West Papua
Association (Sydney), | am writing to you
concerning the issue of West Papua. The
human rights situation in West Papua has
continued to deteriorate since the last Pacific
Islands Forum (PIF) summit in Port Vila,
in 2010. One incident in particular high-
lighted the worsening human rights situation
and that was the shocking video footage of
West Papuans being tortured by Indonesian
soldiers.

The video showed several men in military
fatigues torturing two Papuans. The soldiers
in the video threaten the two men with sharp
weapons and pressed a burning bamboo stick
against one of the men’s genitals. The torture
of the men prompted a wave of international
criticism with human rights organisations
around the world condemning the actions of
the Indonesian military.

The soldiers who were put on trial for
the torture of the two West Papuan men only
received light sentences of between eight
and ten months. The soldiers were not even
charged with torture but with disobeying
orders. The message West Papuans will take
from this is they will receive no justice under
Indonesian rule.

This incident was not an isolated inci-
dent and in further evidence of human rights
abuses another report accused the police of
burning down the village of Bigiragi in the
Puncak Jaya district. The report said that 16
Mobile Brigade officers had burned the vil-
lage to the ground on October 11. The report
said that at least 29 homes were destroyed
in the incident leaving at least 150 people
homeless.

There is also a systematic campaign by
the military and police to intimidate individu-
als involved in human rights work in West
Papua. In November an investigative journal-
ist released a secret report by the Indonesian
Special Force Group Kopassus task force
which shows a list of West Papuans engaged
in human rights work are a target of the
Kopassus. The list includes members of civil
society organisations, church groups, activ-
ists, students and members of the MRP.

In December, cables released by
WikiLeaks revealed that in the opinion of US
diplomats, they blamed the government in
Jakarta for unrest in West Papua. According
to the leaked US diplomatic cables the US
believes that the Indonesian government is
causing unrest in West Papua due to neglect,
corruption and human rights abuses.

Also in December the Papua chapter
of the National Commission for Human
Rights (Komnas HAM) reported a 70 percent
increase in the number of cases of violence
in Papua, most of which were allegedly com-
mitted by security officers. The Jakarta-based
Legal Aid Foundation in another report said
Indonesian law enforcers routinely torture
suspects and prisoners to extract confessions

or obtain information. The groups report
found beatings, intimidation and rape are so
commonplace they are considered the norm.
It also found that few victims believe they
have the right to lodge complaints.

At the beginning of June (2011) the
human rights watchdog Imparsial launched
a new report on the impact of the military
presence in West Papua. The report, “Human
Rights Implications of the Military Presence
in Papua From the Old Order to the Reform
Era”, was based on research carried out from
September 2010 to May 2011. An extract
from an article in the Jakarta Globe about the
report (June 1, 2011 ) below.

“Imparsial is urging the de-militarisation
of Papua to be conducted soon because the
military approach only brings human rights
violations,” said Al Araf, program director
of Imparsial. Since the country’s so-called
reform era, he added, human rights conditions
in the region had been marked by intimida-
tion, torture and sexual violence.

He said the handling of conflicts in Papua
— home to a low-level but persistent insurgen-
cy by the Free Papua Organisation (OPM),
which has been active since the 1960s — had
not changed even though the leadership of the
republic did change several times. “In gen-
eral, the security approach in Papua has not
shifted. The government still uses the military
approach as the main instrument to prevent
conflicts in Papua,” Al Araf said.

It is now 48 years since Indonesia took
over the administration of West Papua from
the United Nations Temporary Executive
Authority (UNTEA) in 1963 and the people
of West Papua still continue their struggle for
self-determination. The West Papuan people
face great challenges including ongoing
human rights abuses, the exploitation of their
natural resources with little or no benefit to
themselves, the danger of becoming a minor-
ity in their own land as the result of migrants
arriving daily and a HI\V/AIDS epidemic.
The issue of West Papua will not disappear
and AWPA believes that it should be of great
concern to the Forum that the situation in
West Papua could deteriorate further lead-
ing to instability in the region. The problems
in West Papua won’t be solved by Jakarta
deploying more troops to the region or con-
ducting more military operations.

To avoid such a dangerous situation
AWPA believes the PIF can play an important
role in helping facilitate dialogue between
genuine representatives of the West Papuan
leadership and the Indonesian government.
The West Papuan people have been calling
on the international community for years to
support such dialogue as a way of solving the
many issues of concern in West Papua. We
urge the PIF leaders to offer to help mediate
such a dialogue.

We note that this year is the 40th anni-
versary of the Forum and congratulate the
Forum on it achievements over the past 40

years. We also note that in recent years the
PIF has expanded the various categories

for those who can attend as observers. New
Caledonia and French Polynesia, previously
Forum Observers, were granted Associate
Membership in 2006. Current Forum
Observers include Tokelau (2005), Wallis and
Futuna (2006), the Commonwealth (2006),
the United Nations (2006) and the Asian
Development Bank (2006), with Timor Leste
as Special Observer (2002).

AWPA believes that in this 40th year of
the Forum the time is now right to bring the
Melanesian people of West Papua back into
the Pacific community. A West Papuan repre-
sentative attended the first SPC (Secretariat
of the Pacigic Community) Conference and
West Papuans continued to participate in the
SPC meetings until the Dutch ceded their
authority to the UNTEA in 1962.

AWPA urges the PIF Leaders to have
the issue of West Papua on its agenda at its
September summit and to not only discuss
the deteriorating human rights situation in
West Papua but to make a public statement of
concern regarding the human rights situation
in the territory. We also urge the PIF to raise
concerns about the human rights situation in
West Papua with the Indonesian President.

AWPA calls on the PIF leaders to grant
observer status to genuine representatives of
the West Papuan people who are struggling
for their right to self determination at the
42nd Meeting of the Pacific Islands Forum to
be held in Auckland in September 2011.

A number of governments have supported
the autonomy package for West Papua stat-
ing that it is the best way forward for the
West Papuan people. Although funding for
the autonomy package has flowed to West
Papua it has only benefited some elites and
the bureaucrats with no benefit for the major-
ity of West Papuans, which is why it has been
rejected.

We believe that it is pointless for govern-
ments to keep saying the autonomy pack-
age is the best way forward. Even a revised
Special Autonomy in whatever form it might
take will never satisfy West Papuans demand
for self determination.

West Papuans have lost trust that Jakarta
will ever develop West Papua for the sake of
the Papuans. The Forum can help by urging
Jakarta to dialogue with the Independence
Movement to find a lasing solution.

We also call on the Forum leaders to urge
the Indonesian President to release all West
Papuan political prisoners as a sign of good
faith to the West Papuan people and urge the
Forum to send a fact finding mission to West
Papua to investigate the human rights situa-
tion in the territory.

Yours sincerely

Joe Collins
AWPA (Sydney)
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A powerful KKE In the struggles

The KKE (Communist Party
of Greece) held mass political
demonstrations in Athens and in
55 other Greek cities. It made a
direct political intervention in the
anti-people political developments
which the wealthy ruling class
have scheduled, through a new
government reshuffle amid various
scenarios for the management of
capitalism. The Party’s General
Secretary Aleka Papariga, spoke
at the demonstration in Athens last
week, and stressed amongst other
things that:

We demand elections so that the
people can cause the first deep wound
in the bourgeois political system. The
weaker the government which will be
formed, the easier it will be for the
people to avert the worse.

We ignore the intention of the
Prime Minister to resign, the readi-
ness of the President of ND [New
Democracy — conservative], Samaras,
for a coalition government, as well
as the outcome which is a farcical
reshuffle. We ignore the reshuffle-
operetta; it is of no importance which
minister leaves or who takes his place.
The consensus has only failed tempo-
rarily, they will make another attempt.

Ignore their threats that if the
Greek people do not comply they
will find themselves without wages
and pensions. They are trying to turn
their dilemmas into the dilemmas of
the people. They are trying to turn
their panic and fear in the face of the
exposure of the nature of the capital-
ist system into the panic and fear of
the people.

When those above tremble, the
people below must counterattack with
even greater militancy. The crisis in
the Eurozone is deep, especially in
Ireland and Portugal. They predict
problems for the Italian economy and
that the crisis in Spain will sharpen.

Consequently all the peoples will pay,
and so it is not a matter of a form of
renegotiation of the debt which ND
and SYRIZA [Coalition of Radical
Left] are shouting about.

We must highlight what the busi-
ness groups, monopolies, the EU and
NATO owe to the people as do the
bourgeois parties of ND and PASOK
[social democrat] of course the people
must not pay anything.

The people must with its own
hands take back what they are owed
and what belongs to them.

They owe the people because of
the surplus value they steal in the
process of production.

They owe the workers in retail,
services, in the public and private
sector, they owe wages and pensions
to the overwhelming majority of sala-
ried workers. They owe the massive
wealth they have accumulated in the
vaults of Switzerland and elsewhere.
They owe from the robbery of the
social-security funds.

They owe everything which
ordinary Greek families have paid for
education, healthcare and prevention,
health and safety measures. They owe
enormous amounts due to the huge
sums spent on military equipment
thanks to NATO and the local wars.

There exist productive, devel-
opmental possibilities due to the
mineral wealth we have which can
be implemented in various ways, in
nearly every sector of industry, in
every sector of agricultural produc-
tion, in shipping and fishing.

This enormous debt will be col-
lected by the people only when they
take the power into their own hands,
as well as ownership of the means of
production, through socialisation and
popular cooperatives.

Through withdrawal from the
EU, through workers’ and people’s
control from the bottom up, with a

people’s parliament with representa-
tives elected from the workplaces,
the pensioners’ organisations, school
and university students, with national
planning that will abolish every form
of unemployment. The protagonists
in these developments will not be
the people in a vague sense but the
united front and alliance of workers,
self-employed, farmers, students, and
women from the working class and
popular strata.

There is strength with a concrete
proposal, experience and consistent
militancy without dangerous and
opportunistic manoeuvres: this
strength is found in the KKE, the
social popular front of the radical
social organisations which are rallied
in the alliance of PAME, PASEVE,
PASY, OGE and MAS. [Trade union,
small business, farm worker, women
and student organisations.]

Anti-people scenarios are being
prepared in the background; they
are even being tested in the streets
and squares.

Those who have been wronged
are not the only ones to be found in
the squares. Representatives of lobbies
of powerful economic and political
interests appear as indignant people in
the squares, as well as representatives
of NGOs which have a specific role,
former and possibly present collabora-
tors with the PASOK leadership — they
agitate for modernising and allegedly
renewing solutions.

No to an alliance with a vague
title of left and progressive forces,
modernisers and renewers, but for
an alliance of anti-monopoly, anti-
imperialist, anti-capitalist forces, an
alliance which is united in its struggle
against the power of the monopolies,
for popular power.

Not one step forward can be made
without alliance with the KKE, with-
out a strong and powerful KKE. &

The KKE's General Secretary Aleka Papariga.

They owe the people
because of the surplus value they
steal in the process of production.

Kurds gain in Turkish elections

Emile Schepers

On Sunday June 12, Turks voted
for members of their 550-seat
parliament. As predicted, the
centre right and moderately
Islamist Justice and Development
Party (AKP) of Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan achieved
a majority of seats. But the AKP
fell short of the two-thirds majority
that would have allowed the prime
minister to easily forge ahead with
his plan to transform Turkey’s
political system into a presidential
one instead of the current one in
which the Prime Minister is the
real leader of the country and
is chosen by a majority of the
parliament.

With a high turnout of about
87 percent, Turkish voters gave
Erdogan’s AKP about 50 percent
of the vote, which is slightly up
from the last election in 2007, but
only 326 seats in parliament, down
from the previous 341. This means
he cannot simply push through the
constitutional changes he wants
without negotiating with the other
parties.

Coming in second was the
centrist Republican People’s Party
(CHP), the lineal descendent of
the party set up by Mustafa Kemal
Atatlrk, founder of the modern
Turkish Republic, with about 26
percent of the vote. With 135 seats,
23 more than were elected in 2007,
CHP will be the second force in the
legislature.

In third place came the right-
wing Nationalist Movement Party
(MHP), with 13 percent of the vote
and 53 seats, down 18 seats from
the previous parliament.

A number of smaller parties,
mostly right wing, failed to get into
parliament.

On the left, both the Turkish
Communist Party (TKP) and the
Turkish Labour Party (EMEP)
ran candidates, the latter in a joint
effort with candidates nominated
as independents by the Kurdish
People’s Party (BDP).

Both TKP and EMEP more
or less held their own, with about
.14 percent and .07 percent of the
vote respectively and no members
elected to parliament, but the BDP
registered quite a triumph, for the
first time electing 36 deputies to
parliament from Kurdish speaking
areas of south-eastern Turkey. In
this election and for the first time,
it was also no longer illegal to
campaign in languages other than
Turkish.

The left had campaigned on
a platform of opposing the right-
wing, pro-corporate policies of
the current government, defending
labour and all people’s rights, and
defending the rights to national
identity and use of language and
culture for the Kurdish people.
They also expressed support for the
Palestinian people and opposition
to the actions of NATO, of which
Turkey is the only Asian member
state.

The EMEP had strongly
denounced the plan to modify the
constitution and turn Turkey into a
presidential republic, as represent-
ing a danger of even greater repres-
sion than the people of Turkey
currently face. The current constitu-
tion, imposed by the military after
a 1980 coup d’état, is secularist and
authoritarian. EMEP does call for a
constitutional change which would
not “impose any ideology [or]
describe the nation and citizenship
on an [ethnic] basis”.

This refers to the long and

bloody war that has been going

on in Eastern Turkey between the
Turkish military and Kurdish guer-
rillas of the Kurdish Workers’ Party.
Turkish law had, for many years,
sharply restricted the rights of
Kurds to use their own language or
have their own media and literature,
and for a long time the people in
power in Ankara basically denied
that the Kurdish people as such
even existed in Turkey. Journalists
and activists who have called for
freedom for the Kurds have been
jailed or assassinated. In recent

years, there have been some moves
toward a negotiated solution of the
Kurdish issue, which the Turkish
left wishes to see turned into full-
fledged negotiations for a peaceful
settlement.

In recent years, Turkey has
been playing a higher profile role
in regional and international issues;
the AKP victory in the election is
predicted by various commentators
to permit the continuation of the
development of that role.

People’s World &
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October 6: Will Tahrir Square
come to Washington?

Ted Rall

I used to work for Democratic
candidates. I was a campus activist.
I marched in protests. But, in the
1980s, I quit politics. I was fed up.
The Left was impotent and inept.
They didn’t want to change things.
They were content with theatre.
Bad theatre at that: dorks on stilts,
boring speakers, stupid slogans,
the same old chants. “The people,
united, will never be defeated!”

Except — we were defeated. We
didn’t even fight.

Our protests were poorly attended.
The media ignored us. And we always
lost. Even the Democrats didn’t care
about us or our opinions. By the time
Bill Clinton won in 1992, the progres-
sive wing of the party was good for
one thing: voting Democratic.

Along with millions of others, |
drifted away.

Now, finally, for the first time in
decades, | am excited. We can change
everything. Here. In America. Now.

People are rising up in Tunisia,
Egypt, Jordan and Syria. Patriotic
Afghans, Iragis and Yemenis are
fighting puppet dictators propped by
US military occupation. They demand
an end to violent, corrupt govern-
ments that serve themselves but not
their citizens. People in the Middle
East and European countries such
as Greece refuse to accept systemic
poverty and unemployment so that a
tiny slice of corrupt, well-connected
elites can continue to amass wealth.

Why just in other countries? Why
not here?

Why can’t we have a Tahrir
Square?

Lord knows we need one.

Here in the United States, cor-
rupt politicians and their corporate
overlords have raped the wealthiest
nation in the history of civilization,
reducing one out of five Americans
to unemployment as the income of
the rich skyrockets. They tell us our
schoolchildren must do with less,
that we cannot afford to see doctors
when we are ill; meanwhile they start
prolonged, seemingly endless wars of
aggression against nations that posed
no threat whatsoever: Afghanistan,
Irag, Libya, and now Yemen.

Did you know that Egypt and
Tunisia had lower unemployment and
disparity of income than the United
States?

Organisers are calling a

demonstration planned for October 6,
2011 in Washington’s Freedom Square
“the biggest story on the progressive
sphere of the Internet tomorrow.”
October 6 marks the tenth anniversary
of the US invasion of Afghanistan.

The idea behind October 6 is
simple: to recreate Tahrir Square two
blocks away from the White House.

“We are not packing up and leav-
ing this time,” says Tarak Kauff, one
of the October 6 organisers. “We are
preparing to stay as long as we pos-
sibly can or until some basic demands
are met. If we are driven out, we will
return.”

In other words, clear your cal-
endar for the 6th, the 7th, the 8th
... however long it takes for the
Obama administration to yield to
key demands, including immedi-
ate withdrawal of American troops
from Afghanistan and the other wars.
Participants are being asked to sign a
pledge to attend at october2011.org.

“Previous demonstrations were
one-day events which were simple
for the administration and Congress
to ignore,” Margaret Flowers, another
organiser, told me. “The large dem-
onstrations usually happened on
weekends when there was little going
on in Washington. This is different
because it is an occupation that begins
on a Thursday, a day of business, and
will continue.”

They will keep the heat on. “We
intend to stay and to have waves of
non-violent civil resistance. The time
for symbolic actions has ended. Too
many people are suffering and dying
here and around the world because of
the policies of this nation. The planet
is suffering because of the policies of
this nation. This government has dem-
onstrated that it is incapable of acting
in the best interests of the people and
planet. We say that this is unaccept-
able and we will stay and resist until
this changes,” Flowers said.

All the participating groups
have pledged to remain non-violent.
However, it is not hard to imagine
the Washington police or other state
security apparatus reacting brutally
to the occupation of part of down-
town Washington by tens or even
hundreds of thousands of people.
Hoover crushed the Bonus Army.
Anti-war demonstrators at the 1968
Democratic National Convention
were beaten.

A real demand for real change?
The system will view that as a threat.

Flowers: “If the police respond
violently, we will do our best to
maintain a non-violent response. If
we responded with violence, it would
reinforce the police violence and they
have weapons, so more people would
be hurt. We do not want that. It will
be very unfortunate if the police and
others working for the security state
choose violence. But that is a possi-
bility as we are seeing in this country
and around the world. Empires have
a history of violence. We want a dif-
ferent kind of society — one that is
peaceful, just and sustainable. That
is the kind of society we intend to
model during our occupation.”

Unlike previous demonstrations,
which tended to centre around one
issue like globalisation or gay rights,
October 6 is an attempt to unify the
American Left into a holistic attack
upon the main cause of most of the
problems we face: the hegemony of
big business that is the inevitable
culmination of late-stage capitalism.

Tarak Kauff: “October 6 is ... a
call for people to stand up to, and
resist the root cause not only of our
global war-making for profit, but of
near catastrophic ecological disaster,
pollution, austerity budget cuts that
will devastate the poor and working
class, lack of adequate health care
and just about every social ill you
can think of. What’s the root cause?
You got it before | can say it. That’s
right, the corporate state.”

October 6 has lit up the leftie
blogosphere. If things come together,
it could be the big one: the major
event that marks the beginning of
the end of the two-party trap and a
political system that extracts wealth
from the poor and middle-class for
the benefit of the wealthy.

Organiser Kevin Zeese adds: “I
expect that we will be staying, and not
just for the 7th and 8th. We will be
working through various scenarios on
what will happen depending on how
the government responds. In similar
events around the world there have
been a range of actions and protest-
ers have had to adjust depending on
them. Our intent is to stay until we are
satisfied with the response.”

“History is not a fairy tale you
read to your children at night,” reads
the mission statement. “It is not some-
thing someone else did in another
place. History is right here and right
now, in front of you.”

Information Clearing House &

hospital in Cuba.

Perth Raffle —
Fantastic Prize

This great photograph by Cuban photographer Brayan
Collazo is the first prize for the annual Australia Cuba
Friendship Society Perth raffle for 2011.

The raffle will be drawn on Saturday July 23, 2011 at the
Santiago de Cuba Carnival to be held at Kulcha in Fremantle.
A celebration has been organised with local band Latin
Fusion at KULCHA from 8pm.

For more information visit: www.kulcha.com.au
or send us an email to: acfsperth@gmail.com

Raffle tickets are $5 each. Get as many as you can to
increase your chances of owning this fantastic prize. Get
your raffle tickets early to avoid disappointment. All proceeds
to go to support the oncology unit of Las Tunas provincial

Global Briefs

VENEZUELA: Some 10,000 marchers representing peas-
ant advocates and human rights groups marched in Caracas
on June 7 demanding protection for small farmers deter-
mined to take over unused land in accordance with the Lands
and Agrarian Development Act of 2001. Denouncing the sub-
sequent assassination of 258 peasants over the last 10 years,
they presented a document to the National Assembly demand-
ing repeal of a penal code article under which peasants
occupying private land receive five to ten year jail terms. In a
television interview, National Assembly delegate and peas-
ant leader Orlando Zambrano inveighed against thugs and
judicial bureaucracy. He was at one with march organisers
who, quoted by Venezuelanalysis.com, declared support for
“[President Hugo] Chéavez, against imperialism, against impu-
nity, and against the criminalisation of the popular struggle.”

SOUTH AFRICA: South Africa’s Competition Tribunal gave anti-
trust approval on May 31 to Walmart’s US$2.3 billion acquisition
of retail giant Massmart. The government had criticised Walmart
for making no commitments to Black empowerment, small busi-
ness safeguards, and local procurement. Labour critics, cited
by South Africa’s IOL news website, say a Walmart fund aimed
at developing local suppliers constitutes a bribe and creates an
opening for a monopoly aimed at serving Walmart. Responding
to the situation, COSATU labour federation spokesman Patrick
Craven indicated unions were planning “action in the form of
demonstrations, pickets, even a strike,” adding, “We would
have preferred Walmart to be barred entirely from South Africa.”

ROMANIA: The US Naval cruiser Monterey carrying the AEGIS
air defence system and missiles entered the Romanian port of
Constanta on June 7. A US spokesperson explained the two-day
visit represents “partnership with the Romanian Navy” in future
Black Sea operations undertaken by NATO’s “European mis-
sile shield project”. The Russian government, according to RIA
Novosti, protests the lack of “guarantees that the system will not
be directed against Russia”. Russia has suggested a possible
joint Russia-NATO missile shield system, yet NATO demands
two separate systems. Romanian President Traian Basescu told
reporters in early May that Constanta port and the Deveselu air-
base, future home to land-based missile interceptors, would,
according to euractiv.com, “be at the disposal of US troops”.

CHINA: “North Africa’s unrest and Libya’s situation in particu-
lar are testing China’s ‘go out’ strategy,” says analyst Wang
Jinyan, quoted by Aljazeera. “The political risk aside, invest-
ment in Africa is no longer what it used to be,” said another
official. With Asia increasingly seen as economically promising
and politically safe, a new Ministry of Commerce five-year plan
is shifting gears to that region as a locus for foreign investment.
Beginning with the global financial crisis in 2008, some 2,000
Chinese companies have invested US$32 hillion in African econ-
omies, making China Africa’s biggest trading partner. Recent
turmoil in Libya, however, has cost China US$3 billion in losses,
which include costs of repatriating 36,000 Chinese employees.

China’s foreign investment is projected at US$2 trillion by 2020.
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The fight to be top dog

Mike Whitney’s welcome article in
The Guardian (01-06-2011) about
the demonisation by the US rul-
ing class of IMF head Dominique
Strauss-Kahn before he has even
gone to court for rape seems to be
unprecedented in recent history,
especially for someone who is part
of the world ruling class. However
Whitney misses some important
points.

We have to understand that we
are going through a new period in
history. From the Second World War
US capitalism has sat as top dog on
the imperialist ladder but since the
70s the Germans and the Japanese
have been much more “efficient” at
manufacturing than the US capitalists
but found that competition was pur-
posely limited by the US imperialists
who controlled the dollar, the military,
WTO, IMF and every other structural
organisation, in their favour.

The US imperialist in the 70s
even insisted that Germany and Japan
had to buy their inferior products so
as to keep a balance of trade. This
inability to compete is the same

problem that Germany faced back in
the late 1800s and which meant they
went to war in 1914 to try and break
Britain’s uncompetitive strangle hold
on the world market. Two world trade
wars later Germany once again found
they were limited in trade and so this
time have gone about creating the EU
without war as a powerful construct
to challenge the English speaking
imperialists who dictate world terms
of trade.

However the top dogs are not
going to idly sit by and be pushed
off their top position as economic
dictators. The recent attacks on
weak EU countries have been largely
orchestrated by the US credit rating
agencies and we will see more and
more hostilities towards the EU in
an attempt to destroy it and create
disunity. Kahn’s problem is that he
is part of the EU like “French fries”.
But more importantly as Whitney
points out the top dogs are already
showing their muscle by waring in
the periphery of Europe i.e. Iraq and
Libya.

The increase in hostilities towards
China is not necessarily because it is
a communist country but it is becom-
ing an economic power which is seen
by the English speaking capitalists as
also another threat to their hegemony
over the world.

Most left liberals prior to 1990
argued that the US had to arm itself to
the teeth because of the USSR threat
but once the USSR was no longer
why did they continue to spend even
more on military might, if that was
really the argument? The reason is
that the US capitalists will go to war
with anyone including other capitalists

who threaten their ability to wrench
the world’s wealth for themselves.
The brief period of what academ-
ics refer to as “stable capitalism”
(1945 to 1990?) is slowly coming to
an end. Only a fool would believe
that the English speaking capitalist
will allow some other country to eco-
nomically rise above them and hence
take away their power to control the
world without first going to war, has
little reading of history.
H Patterson
Vic

Big coal’s rip-off

I am absolutely furious at this
moment when I see that a Sydney
TV station is running a telethon to
raise money for urgently needed
medical equipment for a major
children’s hospital. Is our state-
run health system that badly run
down that we need to appeal to
the general public for donations
to buy this important medical gear
to sustain life for our sick kids?
After many years touring around
country NSW I see the poor state
of some of our rural hospitals and
I am now thankful that I wasn’t
badly injured and needed a stay in
our understaffed and underfunded
state health system.

I weep tears of blood when | see
hundreds of millions of federal tax-
payers’ dollars going into propping
up the NSW coal industry instead of
propping up our ailing state health
department. For example | see train-
loads of public money being poured
into the construction of a third rail

line being built in the Hunter Valley
purely for the trans-shipment of coal
to the export terminals in Newcastle.
Well done to the Aussie taxpayer !!!

Along with the free rail line the
Aussie taxpayer is also giving the
coal companies a virtual free ride
with subsidised diesel fuel for their
mining equipment. Again the good
old Aussie taxpayer pays the mining
company a rebate of 38.143 cents for
every litre of fuel that is used in the
mine. One Hunter Valley mine owned
and operated by “the Big Australian”
burns around 93.6 million litres of
diesel fuel annually and then has the
hide to expect the Aussie taxpayer
to give them back $35.7 MILLION
dollars in fuel rebate all on top of
posting huge profits.

This not well known public fund
rip-off by the coal recourse companies
here in Australia has to stop as we are
being bled dry by these parasites of
the public purse.

C’mon Australia, say “no” to free
ride given to the coal companies!

Pete Kennedy
NSW

Animal rights and
human rights

I was interested to see the article
about the Australian suspension
of live cattle exports to Indonesia
because of inhumane slaughtering
processes in Indonesian abattoirs.
The outcry against this cruelty
was very far-reaching and so it
should be. It is important that
there should be intervention to stop

inhumane treatment of animals
wherever it occurs.

It might be said that the only
opposition to the suspension came
from those in Australia who are mak-
ing profits from the exports and the
conservative politicians who support
them. Their major concern seemed
to be possible profit loss and they
seemed to have little regard for the
suffering of the exported animals.

One would hope that if there is an
outcry about cruelty to animals, ani-
mal rights, that there should be even
greater concerns about the violation
of human rights.

In Indonesia today, there are many
military officers who have committed
the crimes of genocide and flagrant
human rights abuses in the SE Asian
region in several countries eg West
Papua, East Timor, Acheh and parts
of Indonesia itself. The Indonesian
military (TNI) control of West Papua
means that the abuses in that country
are still continuing.

I think that it is sad that there
has not been a similar outcry to call
on all political leaders of countries
that provide aid and training to the
Indonesian military to cease this sup-
port until all the officers suspected of
crimes against humanity are brought
to justice. There should also be
international demands that the TNI is
withdrawn from West Papua.

Human rights should be given
at least the same priority as animal
rights and all who abuse the rights of
animals or humans should be brought
to justice.

Andrew (Andy) Alcock
SA
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Our Brave
New World

“The optimum population,” said Mustapha
Mood, “is modelled on the iceberg — eight-
ninths below the water line, one-ninth
above.”

In his 1932 classic, Brave New World,
Aldous Huxley warned of a dystopian future.
The future world Huxley foresaw was one in
which an enslaved society remained shackled
and pacified not by brute force, but by abundant
and pervasive spectacle.

Today, we live in a world not all that unlike
the one Huxley both foretold and feared. As our
economy implodes — amassing a vast reserve
army of labour in its wake — we remain chained
and transfixed by frivolous pomp. Thus, rather
than confronting, and seeking to change our
bleak reality, all too many hastily retreat into
the comforts of escapism. What else explains
the inane and ubiquitous fixation on the gos-
sip of recent celebrity “transgressions”? (See:
Anthony Weiner, John Ensign, Charlie Sheen,
Lindsay Lohan, and on and on.)

These diversions, offered by permeating
tabloid fodder masquerading as news, merely
function to blind us from our rather rapid dete-
rioration into an entrenched serf-like society.

Welcome to our brave new world!

Huxley’s Vision

In the World State government of Huxley’s
dystopia, society is strictly divided into five
immoveable social castes (from top to bottom:
Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, and Epsilon).

One’s placement within a particular caste
is determined before birth, or rather engineered
before birth via a sophisticated state controlled
incubation process.

Once born, all are then “conditioned” to

both fulfil and accept their proper caste spe-
cific economic and social roles. As the social
controller of Western Europe, Mustapha Mood,
explains in the novel, the aim is “making people
like their unescapable social destiny.” And for
eight-ninths of the population, this destiny
entails unquestionably serving the needs of the
one-ninth residing above.

Such a dismal existence, though, requires
abundant distractions and readily available
escapes from the tyrannical reality. It is through
institutionalising such diversions, we learn,
that social cohesion and stability are to be
maintained.

For the inhabitants of Huxley’s dystopia,
escapism comes via a combination of sanc-
tioned drug use and ubiquitous sex. All World
State members daily clamour to consume state
distributed soma pills, which allow for users
to go on hallucinating “holidays” and avoid
the pitfalls of emotional distress. In terms of
sex: all inhabitants engage in recreational sex
with new and random partners each night, chew
sexually stimulating gum, and regularly attend
public “feelies” (pornographic films).

In all, the copious and stimulating escapes
provided by the despotic World State society
provides its inhabitants with the illusion of hap-
piness. And if given a choice, Huxley warned,
all too many of us would also seek the relief
of illusory pleasures, rather than confront our
barren reality. And why not in a world in which
escape becomes so readily available?

Our foray into Dystopia

The contemporary US is rapidly solidifying
a rigid caste system of its own. The Economic
Policy Institute reports that since 1979, the
wealthiest 10% of Americans have collected
2/3 of all income gains, with the wealthiest
1% siphoning off a remarkable 38.7%. During
this same time period, real family income has
declined 7.4% for the lowest fifth, while increas-
ing 49% for the wealthiest fifth.

Accompanying this rise in inequality has
been a decline in social mobility, to the point
where the US now lags well behind all other
Western industrialised nations. The story, of
course, is not particularly unknown: the rich
are getting richer and the poor (i.e., all those
not residing in the upper echelons of the elite)
are getting poorer.

This mounting inequality, though, is not
simply a continuation of long-term trends; it
remains a rather recent phenomenon. As the late
Tony Judt remarked in his last book (Il Fares

The Land), which details numerous inequities:
“Much of what appears ‘natural’ today dates
from the 1980s” — i.e., dates from the rise of elite
enriching neo-liberal based economic policies.

Our brave new world, we see, is also delib-
erately structured to enrich our Alphas and per-
haps a few Betas as well, while all us Gammas,
Deltas, and Epsilons are left behind with no
available path toward economic advancement.
The majority, we can say, are left to freeze in
the glacial water, their plight obscured by the
long shadow cast by the one-ninth basking in
the light from above.

With this rather hopeless outlook, how do
we cope? For the vast majority, escapism pre-
vails. And much the same as those of Huxley’s
World State, we prefer our diversions to come
via drugs, sex, and the accompanying spectacle.
Although we have no all-encompassing soma
pill (yet), we have a bevy of pills and substances
from which to momentarily flee reality.

American illicit drug use is well known
(nearly 22 million Americans report using
illegal drugs at least once per month), but our
drug use goes beyond the illicit. Nearly 27 mil-
lion Americans take one or another soma-like
antidepressant, while an estimated 10 million
or more men take one of the any number of
erection inducing pills — which bear remark-
able resemblance to the sexually stimulating
gum Huxley foretold. And it is here where
the escape offered by drugs collides with that
offered by sex.

While we do not practice institutionalised
promiscuous sex, or flock to public “feelies,”
we remain captivated and pacified by the ever-
presence of pornography. Nearly 90 percent of
all porn originates from the US, finding a lucra-
tive market in the mass of stupefied American
consumers. However, our fixation with porn
is not limited to the dim glow of a computer
screen, or the discreet pay-per-view transaction;
it bursts forth into the public in odd (albeit
regularly occurring) displays of self-gratifying
faux shame and morality. With great joy, and
much fanfare, we condemn the latest celebrity
or public official exposed as having succumbed
to the allure of sexual escapism.

These national spectacles, seen most recent-
ly in the case of Anthony Weiner, serve to offer
intense personal pleasure to all those witnessing
(the fundamental tenet of pornography), while
providing a captivating diversion that, as Huxley
understood, functions to enhance social stability
in a society awash in stark economic inequality.
Stability, after all, is comfort.

This, then, is a snapshot of our modern

The future world Huxley
foresaw was one in which
an enslaved society
remained shackled and
pacified not by brute
force, but by abundant
and pervasive spectacle.

world. Although Weiner (or the next inevitable
legislator or celebrity to be the impetus of a
public orgy of bogus morality) will surely fade
away, another is eternally lurking, ready to rise
to the fore and quickly throw the shroud back
over our eyes and mask the grim reality of our
solidifying serf-like caste system.

So best, it appears, to just swallow that soma
and hope you are privileged to reside atop the
iceberg — then marvel at the splendours of our
brave new world.

Political Affairs &
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Faces In The Street

They lie, the men who tell us, for reasons of their own,
That want is here a stranger, and that misery’s unknown;
For where the nearest suburb and the city proper meet
My windowsill is level with the faces in the street

Drifting past,drifting past,

To the beat of weary feet

While | sorrow for the owners of the faces in the street.

And cause | have to sorrow, in a land so young and fair,

To see upon those faces stamped with marks of Want and Care;
| look in vain for traces of the fresh and fair and sweet

In sallow, sunken faces that are drifting through the street
Drifting on, drifting on,

To escape the restless feet;

| can sorrow for the owners of the faces in the street.

In hours before the dawning dims the starlight in the sky
The wan and weary faces first begin to trickle by,
Increasing as the moments hurry on with morning feet,
Till like a palid river flow the faces in the street

Flowing in, flowing in,

To the beat of hurried feet

Ah! I sorrow for the owners of those faces in the street.

The human river dwindles when ‘tis past the hour of eight,

Its waves go flowing faster in the fear of being late;

But slowly drag the moments, whilst beneath the dust and heat
The city grinds the owners of the faces in the street

Grinding body, grinding soul

Yeilding scarce enough to eat

Oh! | sorrow for the owners of the faces in the street.

And then the only faces till the sun is sinking down

Are those of outside toilers and the idlers of the town,

Save here and there a face that seems a stranger in the street
Tells of the city's unemployed upon their weary beat

Drifting round, drifting round

To the tread of listless feet

Ah!'my heart aches for the owner of that sad face in the street.

And when the hours on lagging feet have slowly dragged away,
And sickly yellow gaslights rise to mock the going day,

Then, flowing past my window, like a tide in its retreat,

Again | see the palid stream of faces in the street

Ebbing out, ebbing out

To the drag of tired feet

While my heart is aching dumbly for the faces in the street.

And now all blurred and smirched with vice the days sad end is seen,
For where the short ‘large hours’ against the longer ‘small hours’ lean
With smiles that mock the wearer, and with words that half entreat,
Delilah pleads for custom at the corner of the street

Sinking down, sinking down

Battered wreck by tempests beat

A dreadful. thankless trade is hers, that Woman in the street.

But, Ah! to dreader things than these our fair young city comes,
For in its heart are growing thick the filthy dens and slums,
Where human forms shall rot away in sties for swine unmet
And ghostly faces shall be seen unfit for any street

Rotting out, rotting out,

For lack of air and meat

In dens of vice and horror that are hidden from the street.

| wonder would the apathy of wealthy men endure
Were all their windows level with the faces of the poor?

Ah!' Mammon'’s slaves, your knees shall knock, your heart in terror beat,

When God demands a reason for the sorrows in the street
The wrong things and the bad things

And the sad things that we meet

In the filthy lane and alley, and the cruel heartless street.

| left the dreadful corner where the steps were never still,

And sought another window overlooking gorge and hill;

But when the night came dreary with the driving rain and sleet,
They haunted me - the shadows of the faces in the street,
Flitting by, flitting by

Flitting by with noisless feet,

And with cheeks that scarce were paler than the real ones in the street.

Rob Gowland is on leave. This page will be
devoted to poetry for the next few issues.

Once | cried: ‘O God Almighty! if Thy might doth still endure,

Now show me in a vision for the wrongs on

Earth ta cure,’And, lo, with shops all shuttered | beheld a city’s street,
And in the warning distance heard the tramp of many feet,

Coming near, coming near,

To a drum’s dull distant beat

‘Twas Despaire’s conscripted army that was marching down the street!

Then, like a swolen river that had broken bank and wall,

The human flood came pouring with the red flags over all,

And kindled eyes all blazing bright with revolution’s heat

And flashing swords reflecting rigid faces in the street

Pouring on, pouring on

To a drum’s loud threatening beat,

And the war hymns and the cheering of the people in the street.

And so it must be while the world goes rolling round its course

The warning pen shall write in vain, the warning voice grow hoarse.
For not until a city feels Red Revolution’s feet

Shall its sad people miss awhile the terrors of the street

The dreadful, everlasting strife

For scarcely clothes and meat

In that pent track of living death - This city’s cruel streets.

Henry Lawson
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Chilean mineworkers seek
International solidarity

Cristién Cuevas is president of the Copper Miners Union
Confederation in Chile, member of the peak trade union body CUT
(Workers United Centre of Chile) and of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of Chile (CCP). During a recent visit to Australia
organised by the CFMEU in NSW a campaign was launched in
solidarity with Chilean mineworkers. While in Sydney he was
interviewed by Hannah Middleton for The Guardian.

Hannah Middleton: Could you
please tell us about your union’s
campaign for mine safety in Chile?

Cristian Cuevas: First of all |
would like to tell you about a phrase
that the president of Chile used in
front of the whole world. He under-
took in front of the whole world that
after that terrible accident with the
33 Copiap6 miners, never again will
anything like that happen in Chile. He
committed himself to workers’ rights
and to ratify all the conventions for
safety for the miners in Chile.

We decided to launch an inter-
national campaign to improve mine
safety while we are here in Australia
so that the Australian people and the
workers here can support this initia-
tive in order that the Chilean govern-
ment ratifies the International Labour
Convention 176. [ILO Convention
concerning Safety and Health in
Mines — Ed]. We are promoting this
campaign among the people and the
trade unions in Australia and includ-
ing a petition that we are going to
present to the government in Chile
with all the signatures of Australian
people collected here. This is because
there are many Australian mining
investments in Chile. The aim is to
ensure the government keeps its word
made to the whole world at that time
those investments were made.

HM: So comrades in the mining
industry in Chile would like as many
workers as possible in Australia to
sign the petition?

CC: Yes, that is the idea, as many
people to sign as possible because
people to people solidarity is world-
wide, has no borders.

HM: We all heard about the 33
miners that were trapped, but is the
level of mine safety in Chile very

+ FromtreaWardswinning co-director of
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bad, are there many accidents, could
you perhaps give us some statistics?

CC: Before | get to the incident
involving the 33 miners, | must tell
you that in 2007, the workers and
their union asked for that mine to be
closed but the government allowed
the mine to continue functioning.
But it wasn’t just the 33 miners who
were trapped there; there were over
300 workers in there. There was
an unannounced tragedy. After that
accident more than 15 miners have
died in different accidents as a result
of safety issues in the mines. Under
the neo-liberal model, the role of the
state has shrunk so it does not have
the human resources to do that job.
There is also a deliberate policy to
stop any intervention from the state.
All the small to medium sized mining
companies do not have the means to
create the necessary safety anyway.

HM: You are saying the small
and medium mines do not have the
ability to really impose good safety
standards? Is it really that they don’t
have the ability? | am sure they are
making profits. Is it that because the
state does not make the rules for safe-
ty the small and medium companies
can get away with not looking after
safety? Again, is it about the choices
that are made rather than the actual
resources available?

CC: The smaller and medium
sized mining companies do not have
the resources to invest in safety
programs. Even though these small
mines do sell to the bigger mining
companies further up the chain as
well. Of course, there is a level of
ignoring all the needs of the people
on the part of transnationals, there is
an intention just to make money and
not care about anything else.

Perth

Cristian Cuevas, Tony Oldfield, Hannah Middleton.

For example, the response from
the right-wing government at the
moment has been to outsource, to
privatise safety for the workers. They
say there is a need to improve safety,
so they privatise it. So, again there
is not going to be any assurance that
there will be safety for workers.

CODELCO, the company Allende
nationalised 40 years or so ago, is
today responsible for 28 percent
of copper mining. But the current
government, the Pifiera government,
is adamant that it wants to privatise
it or to shrink it in such a way that it
has no power whatsoever for invest-
ment — to choke it.

HM: You mentioned BHP Billiton
as one of the companies that has
investments in the Chilean mining
industry. What other Australian
companies have investments there?
What are the working conditions, not
just safety, but health underground,
wages, and other matters for Chilean
workers working in mines owned by
Auwustralian companies?

CC: Xtrata, Rio Tinto, for
example. We are talking about big
investments, these are the bigger
companies. We have to differentiate
between the workers as such and the
subcontractors. For instance, in a
big mine called La Escondida (BHP)
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where there are about 8,000 workers,
and only about one third of those are
permanent workers. The rest are all
subcontractors. That is pretty much
the case in all the other mines.

There are striking differences
between the conditions of those two
groups. Safety issues, the pay they
receive, the treatment they get, the
accommodation they get — are all so
different. For instance, a subcontrac-
tor who might get silicosis, which
is a pretty common disease among
miners, doesn’t get any benefits,
no compensation. But a permanent
worker would deal directly with the
company and get compensation. A
subcontractor might deal with many
different companies.

So it is a social drama. We have
said that this is a pillar that is sustain-
ing the neo-liberal model of economy.
In May last year, workers from the
Collahuasi copper mine at lquique
went on strike in the companies of
Xtrata and Anglo American. The
strike of subcontracting workers was
immediately repressed with help from
the government that sent military
aircraft into the desert.

HM: Were the strikers the perma-
nent workers or the subcontractors?

CC: The subcontractors.

HM: What is meant by subcon-
tractors? Are they body hire, just
hiring out workers or are we talking
about a business that takes on a par-
ticular part of the process and then
brings in their own workers? Or body
hire were the company says it needs
another 30 workers and they don’t
employ them directly?

CC: Let’s say there is a big mine
like La Escondida of CODELCO,
and they have different contracts.
So there are different companies
working for that mining company to
provide services and mining work-
ers. For instance, there are different
companies that would deal with food,
a company that would deal with the
heavy machinery, and there are other
companies that deal with more, the
engineering. So they contract work-
ers. Many of those companies are
related to the executives of the bigger
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company. So there is a vicious circle
and it is pretty corrupt.

HM: In relation to the campaign
for solidarity, are there any particular
requests from your union, from the
movement, that we could undertake
in this country in solidarity that would
be of benefit to your struggle?

CC: | think it is important to have
protests against BHP, Xtrata and Rio
Tinto here exactly the same way as
they do in Chile. Right now there are
400 catering workers at Escondida,
one of the BHP Billiton mines, who
have been on strike for 28 days or
s0, they are also being repressed. The
company washes its hands, saying it
is a private matter, because a private
company hires them. They pay it $250
a month for the work, and don’t want
to know anything about it.

That union is part of the con-
federation that is Communist, they
quash that kind of movement as soon
as possible so that it doesn’t spread.
They do it in all the mines.

The mining industry is trying
to prevent the mines ever being
nationalised ever again. La Escondida
finances in Chile a film festival that
is called “A Thousand Cinemas” and
they give little tokens to the people
but at the same time they are taking
our wealth outside and they use that
as propaganda.

HM: At the BHP Billiton, La
Escondida, they were on strike 28
days, and the strike was repressed.
How was that done, what happened
on the ground?

After 18-20 days on strike, they
were confronted by the police, gassed,
beaten and attacked by the police.
These workers were actually camping
in front of the company on a picket
line. Whole families were there, the
children were there, not just the work-
ers. They camped in plastic tents, and
they were gassed, fired on with large
water canons, these have always been
used in our history.

In CODELCO, in what has been
the national copper mining company,
they did win some rights, but not in
any of the other private mines. &
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