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On April 16, Fair Work Australia (FWA) 
handed down a decision in the Australian 
Services Union’s (ASU) Equal Remuneration 
Case confi rming that the work of social, 
community and disability services (SACS) 
staff in the non-government sector is under-
valued. While the fi nding is important, it is 
far too early to be popping the champagne 
corks. FWA failed to deliver a single cent, 
instead calling for more submissions and 
setting dates for further hearings in August. 
As the ASU previously said, “If we want 
Equal Pay we are going to have to fi ght for 
it. Fight we will.” Without a fi ght, SACS 
workers stand to get very little.

“In this decision we have concluded that 
for employees in the SACS industry there is 
not equal remuneration for men and women 
workers for work of equal or comparable value 
by comparison with workers in state and local 
government employment,” FWA said in its 
decision. 

“We have found that employees in the SACS 
industry are predominantly women and are 
generally remunerated at a level below that of 
employees of state and local governments who 
perform similar work,” FWA said.

The case will impact the working lives of 
about 200,000 community workers, around 80 
percent of them women. The services they pro-
vide include family support, disability, youth and 
children’s, women’s, community legal centres, 
drug and alcohol, home and community care, 
specialist health, Indigenous, tenancy and mental 
health. They are highly qualifi ed and skilled 
professionals carrying out extremely responsible 
and important work for the community without 
corresponding recognition.

“We consider gender has been important 
in creating the gap between pay in the SACS 
industry and pay in comparable state and local 
government employment.”

The ASU in its submission pointed to a com-
mon thread in the services provided by SACS 
workers, “in delivering services to clients who 
are affected by some form of disadvantage, 
from those suffering chronic health, fi nancial or 
other problems that inhibit their opportunities 
to participate in what would be considered a 
normal lifestyle – having a job, living in a house, 
having suffi cient to eat, and being in functioning 
relationships with family and friends – to those 
experiencing acute crisis such as unexpected 

homelessness through domestic violence, or 
fi nancial crisis due to losing a job.

“In summary, the SACS industry is predomi-
nantly a service industry delivering service to 
the members of the community who, through 
chronic or acute issues are marginalised or in 
crisis,” the ASU said.

The ASU lodged the application for an 
Equal Remuneration Order in March 2010 on 
its own behalf and on behalf of other unions 
with members who work in SACS and with the 
support of the ACTU.

The amount it is seeking is based on the 
wage rates and classifi cation structure recently 
set in a Queensland SACS state award – an 
average 25 percent increase in wage rates to 
close the pay gap.

The case is the fi rst to test the equal remu-
neration section of Labor’s Fair Work Act which 
“allows FWA to make orders to ensure that 
there will be equal remuneration for men and 
women workers for work of equal or comparable 
value.” (Part 300) The key, new provision is the 
inclusion of the term “comparable” in addition 
to “equal value”.

Struggle for equal pay
Up until 1941, the female basic wage rate 

was set at 54 percent of the male rate. During 
the Second World War, women taking on the 
jobs of the men who went to war were awarded 
75 percent of the male wage. This was extended 
to all women in 1949.

The next big breakthrough took another 20 
years of struggle. In 1972 the Conciliation and 
Arbitration Commission established nine prin-
ciples for dealing with applications from unions 
for “equal pay for equal worth” and determined 
that any increases be phased in. This decision 
delivered equal pay to an estimated 18 percent 
of female workers.

Another decision in 1972 broadened the con-
cept to “equal pay for work of equal value”, and 
saw the gap in minimum wage rates in awards 
reduced in three instalments. The Commission 
rejected the notion of “comparable worth”.

Great strides were then made in the public 
sector where for example female teachers, social 
workers and public servants fi nally received 
the same pay as their colleagues doing the 
same work. Of course, it did not end other 
discriminatory processes such as in recruit-
ment and promotion. (Married women were 
still denied permanency or access to the same 
superannuation funds as their male colleagues.)

Further small steps were made – again 
on paper – in later decisions by the Industrial 
Relations Commission. In practice, the gap was 
further gradually narrowed to around 14 percent 
between male and female full-time workers by 
the mid- to late 1980s.

The form of this latest case is different. 
Although it affects a workforce that is predomi-
nantly female, the comparison of SACS workers 
is with men and women in the government sec-
tor, not just men. It is not a direct comparison 
of female workers with male workers as in 
previous equal pay cases.

Causes of wage gap
One of the key reasons for the wage gap 

between SACS and work of comparable value 
in other areas is nature of their work – caring 
– which has historically been seen as women’s 
work and, so, lower paid.

FWA quotes from evidence provided by 
Professor Meagher, Professor of Social Policy at 
the University of Sydney characterising the work 
in the SACS industry as caring work performed 
by females which can lead to undervaluation of 
the complexity of the skills required. 

“As these female roles are devalued cultur-
ally, the skills associated with them are similarly 

devalued or rendered invisible. Instead of being 
recognised as skills that some have or have 
learnt, they are assumed to be natural. Because 
they are associated with, or replace care tasks 
that might have previously been offered, unpaid, 
within religious or voluntary organisations, on 
the basis of love, altruism, duty or personal 
pleasure rather than money, these skills are 
consequently valued and paid less than skills 
associated with men.”

Another important reason for underpayment 
lies in a relatively recent shift in service provi-
sion from the public sector to the not-for-profi t 
and for-profi t private sectors. Neo-liberalism 
has seen governments at all levels turn to the 
private sector, including religious institutions 
and charities for service on a commercial basis.

The Commonwealth’s submission provides 
a background to the role of the non-government 
sector dating back to the establishment of 
the NSW Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge and Benevolence in these Territories 
and the Neighbouring Islands (since renamed 
the Benevolent Society). It notes that after the 
Second World War, “governments increasingly 
undertook responsibility for the provision of 
social services.”

Continued page 5

The Guardian
The Workers’ Weekly

May 25
2011

$1.50

# 1502

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA www.cpa.org.au ISSN 1325-295X

3page

Education 
and the budget

7page

Vale Comrade 
Harry Black

10page

Culture & Life
On royal weddings

 and dark satanic mills

12page

Interview with
KMU’s Elmer Labog

“We will fight” 
for Equal Pay

4page

Adelaide marks 
1500th Guardian

Photo: Anna Pha



2 The Guardian
May 25 2011

 The Guardian
Issue 1502 May 25, 2011

PRESS FUND
The Guardian acknowledges all contributors to the Press Fund, 
but usually doesn’t single out large contributions for special 
praise because a relatively small contribution may have involved 
a major sacrifice. However, on this occasion we felt we should 
make an exception, particularly because it comprised a wonderful 
collection from many people. So we offer our sincere gratitude to 
those who contributed at the Semaphore Workers Club in Adelaide 
on May 16. Your contribution will go a long way to helping us 
meet our annual target of $14,000, only achieved once before. 
Notwithstanding all of the above, we hasten to acknowledge all the 
other contributions that made the editor’s desk for this edition! Our 
best wishes to all of you, as follows:
In memory of comrades Ron Connolly, Jim Mitchell, Bob Brewer, 
Keith Lelue and Ruby Hammond, from the Semaphore Workers 
Club $3,407.50
Also: DP Cartwright $20, Noel Hazard $20, Christine Murray $10, 
“Round Figure” $15.50, Connie Villano $7
This week’s total: $3,470 Progressive total: $6,350

Real action required 
on climate change

“The world needs to start the transition to a ‘net zero’ carbon 
emissions economy immediately and to urgently make very deep 
cuts in emissions …,” the Communist Party of Australia noted at 
its national Congress in 2009. The scientifi c evidence of the urgency 
of the situation continues to mount. The phoney debate on a carbon 
price has successfully diverted attention from the real issues and the 
government’s inaction. Climate Change Minister Greg Combet claims 
climate change is an “environmental problem with an economic solu-
tion”. It is an environmental problem, which requires political will 
and an environmental solution – both of which are lacking.

The overwhelming majority of Australians want action on climate 
change but neither Labor nor Liberal have presented a plan capable 
of meeting the situation. The government’s own Climate Commission 
presented a report to Parliament this week, indicating the evidence 
for global warming is “exceptionally strong and beyond doubt”. It 
said that this decade will determine the impact of climate change for 
the rest of the century. It warns global warming could cause global 
sea levels to rise up to one metre by the end of the century, higher 
than previously thought.

Combet responded to the report by saying it underlines the need 
to “get on with it”. But instead of getting on with it, Combet and 
Energy Minister Martin Ferguson are busily negotiating with their 
mates in the mining, fuel and energy sectors a carbon price that 
would not hurt them! They are laying the basis for a future emissions 
trading scheme that will enable the big polluters to buy the right on 
international carbon markets to pollute in Australia. The Greens quite 
correctly oppose the use of such international off-sets. The fi nancial 
markets (hedge funds, etc) are drooling at the mouth over the billions 
of dollars they are set to make trading in highly speculative emissions 
futures markets.

At best, as the price of carbon is raised, there might be a slow 
transition to gas-fi red generators and then renewable sources of energy. 
Labor is relying on the “markets” – the big corporate polluters – for 
an eventual reduction in carbon emissions. It has been quietly winding 
back other budgetary measures (solar, public transport, etc) in the 
name of restoring a budget surplus.

Household electricity prices have risen by around 40 percent over 
the past three years and are set to rise another 30 percent in the next 
three years, largely due to electricity privatisation, “competition” and 
the creation of spot markets.

The Greens, who put the carbon tax back on the agenda through 
their agreement with Gillard to support Labor, envisage the scheme as 
one step towards the replacement of fossil fuels by green renewables. 
In sharp contrast to Labor, it is only one aspect of a comprehensive 
plan for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and laying the basis for 
sustainable economic development.

The carbon price is a market mechanism, an “economic solu-
tion”, relying on the same private sector that created the problem. 
It will not achieve the necessary reduction in carbon emissions. 
Government planning and legislation are required to compel profi t-
hungry mega-polluters to clean up their act. The government must 
take responsibility.

One of the fi rst measures should be the abolition of the fossil fuel 
rebate – an $11 billion (and rising) annual subsidy to polluters. It is 
ridiculous that the use of fossil fuels by the likes of BHP, Rio Tinto 
and Xtrata is being subsidised to the tune of billions of dollars by 
taxpayers. The money could fund investment in research and develop-
ment of alternative renewable energy sources under public ownership.

No workers or communities should be worse off as a result of 
environmental measures. Government planning and public sector 
development of alternative renewable energy generation and other 
economic projects (eg tourism) should provide the basis for jobs and 
protection of mining communities. Mine workers should have all the 
training they need and be guaranteed work and no loss of income. The 
transition to renewable energy could form a central plank in regional 
development. Government planning and action is also required to 
develop public transport, plan water and land usage and development 
of clean technologies.

Homes bulldozed in 
middle of housing crisis
Workers support the community

Denis Doherty

Members of the Hands off Glebe 
community group and their sup-
porters gathered at the corner 
of Elger and Cowper Streets in 
Sydney’s inner suburb of Glebe 
on Wednesday, May 18 to protest 
against state and federal govern-
ment plans to demolish serviceable 
public housing in the middle of a 
housing crisis.

Local residents called on the 
newly elected O’Farrell state Liberal 
government to stop the demolition 
and refurbish the buildings. This 
would save their homes and their 
community and also be a far cheaper 
option.

The Cowper Street properties 
under threat of demolition housed 
289 people.

A survey by Anglicare in the fi rst 
weekend of April 2011 revealed of all 
the rental properties then available 
in the Sydney region, only 70 were 
affordable for pensioners and none 

were available for people on Newstart 
allowances.

CFMEU members working on 
asbestos removal and demolition at 
the Glebe site came off the job for 
a meeting. They were addressed by 
myself as representative of Hands off 
Glebe and then a union organiser. The 
workers decided to walk off the job 
for the rest of the day in support of 
the residents.

This was a magnifi cent example 
of worker-community cooperation 
which needs to be extended and 
strengthened.

The previous state Labor govern-
ment’s plan was to replace the existing 
public housing in this low rise, leafy 
corner of the Glebe Estate with high 
rise high density units, driving 100 
disadvantaged people from the area.

In a plan which combined pri-
vatisation with social cleansing, 
over half the present public housing 
estate would be converted to private 
dwellings.

The O’Farrell government is 

continuing the heartless neo-liberal 
policies of the previous Labor govern-
ment. It does not even have a housing 
minister! Responsibility is shared 
between the Community Services 
Minister and the State Assets Minister.

Hands off Glebe has been leading 
a sustained fi ght against this destruc-
tion for fi ve years.  The group made 
it an issue in the federal and NSW 
elections and have lobbied the Sydney 
City Council on many occasions.

So far this resistance has been met 
with cold indifference from the three 
levels of government.

The local Port Jackson Branch of 
the CPA has been active in Hands off 
Glebe and in the elections, fi ghting the 
privatisation process, the destruction 
of buildings, trees and gardens, the 
fracturing of a 50 year old community, 
and the expulsion of public housing 
tenants from Glebe.

Glebe is not the only place in 
NSW where public housing is under 
threat. It is time to make a stand for 
public housing. 

Tobacco industry price cuts 
will target children
Health and child protection organi-
sations have urged the Liberal/
National Parties to reject tobacco 
industry threats and support 
health legislation mandating plain 
tobacco packs.

The call follows threats by the 
head of British American Tobacco 
Australia that the country will be 
fl ooded by cheap cigarettes if the 
health policy to reduce tobacco 
advertising goes ahead.

The proposed legislation is 
expected to be debated next month 
after the close of an eight-week 
government consultation. The 
Opposition is yet to declare its 
support for the world-fi rst health 
policy to reduce tobacco deaths and 
diseases. 

Action on Smoking and Health 

(ASH) Australia is one of 42 health, 
child welfare, church and other 
organisations supporting the plain 
packs law. Says Anne Jones, ASH 
chief executive: 

“BAT is effectively fl exing its 
muscles against the government, 
threatening to engage in a price 
war to overturn or water down an 
important health policy that will 
help save lives by reducing smok-
ing rates.

“This latest multi-million dol-
lar campaign shows the tobacco 

industry is desperate to stop this 
policy and continue their promo-
tion to children. Cheap cigarettes 
are aimed at targeting new smokers 
who are mostly children and dis-
advantaged people who are more 
likely to be addicted to tobacco.

“We applaud Health Minister 
Roxon’s determination to carry 
through its popular and respon-
sible health policy, and we call on 
the Coalition parties to stop being 
cagey and declare their support for 
plain packaging.” 

The Guardian regrets to announce 
the death of well-known, left personality 
Bob Gould on 22 May.
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Bob Briton

Education appeared to have been 
spared the savage cuts predicted 
in the lead up to the 2011 federal 
budget. The rumoured $400 mil-
lion cut to health and medical 
research didn’t happen. Funding 
to universities with rural campuses 
went up by $110 million over four 
years. There will be a long overdue 
injection of $200 million over three 
years for equipment and services 
for the 164,000 Australian school 
students with disabilities.

Big savings were found by reduc-
ing the discounts on up front and 
voluntary payment of HECS debts – a 
move that will mostly affect cashed-
up students or those with wealthy 

parents. But this wasn’t a Robin Hood 
education budget. Bit by bit, it presses 
on with the neo-liberal education 
agenda Julia Gillard publicly com-
mitted to prior to last year’s federal 
election.

The school chaplaincy program 
wasn’t scrapped; it will get a $222 
million boost over the next three 
years. The controversial program is 
currently being challenged in the High 
Court on the constitutional ground 
of the separation of the church and 
state. Funding has gone to groups like 
Access Ministries, whose staff have 
been proselytising for their own brand 
of Christian belief in spite of item 9 of 
a code of conduct that supposedly puts 
a clamp on that type of behaviour.

Parents of some children in public 

schools, who wanted a secular educa-
tion for their son or daughter, could 
be put in a tough spot. Their children 
might actually get less exposure to 
aggressive, fundamentalist religious 
indoctrination at a private school run 
by more traditional denominations. 
This suits the short to mid-term plan 
of blurring the lines between public 
and private education nicely, from the 
government’s point of view.

Principals at public schools will 
become more like company CEOs 
with more power over school budgets 
and hiring and fi ring. There will be 
$480.5 million spent by 2018 on this 
“reform”. Teach Next – a program 
to fast track professionals into class-
rooms without traditional teachers’ 
qualifi cations – will get $18.1 million 
over the next four years. Rewards 
for teachers who achieve notable 
outcomes will take $425 million out 
of the education budget. Schools 
will compete for $388 million worth 
of rewards from 2012 to 2017 by 
increasing attendance, literacy and 
numeracy.

There are similarities in the 
federal government’s approach to 
education and welfare. In welfare the 
assumption is that the unemployed or 
underemployed don’t want to work 
and must be forced to do so. In pub-
lic education the assumption is that 
teachers aren’t trying hard enough on 
behalf of their students.

Bonuses will be used as a 
“carrot” to get better performance 
somehow – more rote learning for 
compulsory NAPLAN tests, perhaps. 
Private education will be assisted to 

create “market forces”. Competition 
will suck enrolments out of the pub-
lic system and into private schools. 
Teaching jobs will be lost. That’s the 
“stick”. Teachers will be encouraged 
to seek narrow self-interested career 
goals and ignore their union.

“We call on the government to 
re-think these policies and work 
collaboratively with the profession 
to develop sound alternatives which 
will improve educational outcomes for 
students,” Australian Education Union 
federal president Angelo Gavrielatos 
told the media recently.

“We need appropriate programs 
to address the academic, social and 
welfare needs of students. All the evi-
dence shows one-off cash bonuses are 
counter-productive and divisive. This 
approach has failed wherever it has 
been trialled,” Mr Gavrielatos said.

Previously promised items that 
sounded too good to be true have been 
given a lower priority. Rudd’s com-
mitment to give every high school a 
$1.5 million trade training centre has 
been delayed by up to fi ve years. The 
digital “revolution” that was supposed 
to give every high school student a 
laptop computer has stalled halfway. 
The program has been cut by $132.5 
million.

TAFE continues to suffer as a 
result of the private sector bias of 
successive governments. The federal 
government is pressing ahead with 
a $558 million training package that 
will be shared among states that will 
agree to be more “fl exible” about the 
delivery of vocational education and 
training (VET). That means more 

willing to fund private providers at 
the expense of TAFE. Contestable 
funding for VET was introduced in 
Victoria at the beginning of the year. 
Enrolments in publicly funded pro-
grams offered by private providers 
went up 114 percent. TAFE enrol-
ments increased by just 10 percent.

As associate professor Leesa 
Wheelan noted in a piece carried in 
The Age: “It isn’t clear whether the 
growth of publicly funded programs 
from private providers is genuine 
or cost-shifting from income they 
previously got from full fees. If 
it is the latter, the government is 
providing an unnecessary subsidy 
to private providers from public 
funding; if it is the former it is 
alarming growth that threatens the 
quality of education and training. It 
seems we have not learnt the lessons 
from the untrammelled growth in 
the international VET student mar-
ket.” Whatever the case, it signals 
more government indulgence of the 
private sector.

On the subject of the international 
education market, the current cap on 
places available to overseas students 
at universities is to be removed 
from next year. Students at colleges 
that go bust are to have their fees 
refunded from a $36 million pot of 
public money. That is good news for 
international students being ripped 
off by dodgy private colleges but bad 
news for the future of public educa-
tion in Australia. It fi ts well with the 
government’s neo-liberal agenda of 
using public money to boost private 
profi ts. 

Education and the budget – 
inching the agenda forward

Pete’s Corner

CPA 
Melbourne Offi ce

The CPA offi  ce in Melbourne 
will be open on Wednesdays 

and Thursdays from 
12:00 pm to 3:00 pm. 

Come in for a chat. 
Books and Party publicati ons 

also available.

Room 0 Trades Hall, Lygon 
St, Carlton

03 9639 1550
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Aicha Dahane and the struggle 
for independence of the Saharawi
Richard Titelius & 
Elizabeth Hulm

On May 19, 2011, Aicha Dahane 
a refugee of the Saharawi people 
spoke of the struggle to free 
Western Sahara from the colonial 
grasp of the Moroccan govern-
ment to around 40 people at the 
Fremantle Town Hall.

Speaking at the event was 
Melissa Parke the Federal Labor 
member for Fremantle who is 
secretary of the bipartisan group, 
Australian Parliamentary Friends of 
Western Sahara. Greens Senator for 
WA, Scott Ludlum, who also sup-
ported the tour was unable to make 
the evening presentation but met with 
Aicha earlier.

Western Sahara became a 
Spanish colony after being invaded 
in the late 19th Century and held by 
them until 1975. Spain relinquished 
administrative control of the territory 
after a fi erce armed struggle for the 
independence of Western Sahara by 
the Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Saguia el–Hamra and Rio de Oro 
(Polisario Front). The Spanish though 
did not hand back Western Sahara to 
the Saharawi but made agreements 
with neighbouring countries Morocco 
and Mauritania who both seized part 
of the land. These occupying forces 
ensured Spain retained access to the 
country’s maritime resources.

On February 27, 1976, the 

Polisario Front declared the Saharawi 
Arab Democratic Republic (SADR). 
The war for independence continued 
against the new occupiers, Morocco 
and Mauritania. The Saharawi through 
the Polisario defeated the Mauritanian 
forces in 1979, but the war of libera-
tion to regain control of the country 
and its rich booty of resources from 
Morocco continues, despite the UN 
brokering a cease fi re in 1991. The 
UN has arrangements in place for a 
referendum on self-determination but 
Morocco continues to block it.

The Western Sahara remains 
divided into the liberated zone held 
by Polisario and the occupied zone 
with some 165,000 Saharawi living in 
refugee camps in Algeria after fl eeing 
the heavily armed invaders with their 
tanks, cluster bombs and napalm.

Aicha told the very personal story 
of her childhood growing up under 
occupation, a story typical of those 
who remained in their homeland. It 
was a story of family disappearances, 
imprisonments and death, one of 
hardship with diffi culties in access to 
basics like education, assaults and fear 
but also one of hope and determina-
tion. Aicha said, “We know it will 
be a very long struggle and we must 
be educated”. Even in the camps the 
Saharawi have built their own schools 
and teach their own children. Aicha’s 
pursuit of education, not without 
diffi culty in Western Sahara, came 
after encouragement from her brother 

who remains a political prisoner of 
Morocco.

The Western Sahara is an area 
rich in resources, fi sh, minerals, oil 
and gas. The Moroccan government 
controls the Western Sahara coastline 
and most of the mineral deposits. A 
legal position was established by 
the United Nations in 2002 that the 
natural resources of Western Sahara 
belong to the Indigenous people and 
should be held in trust for them until 
they can determine their own affairs. 
It states that exploitation can only 
take place if the people wish it to 
happen and that it is done for their 
benefi t.

Of particular relevance to 
Australia, Western Sahara has some 
of the richest deposits of superphos-
phate in the world and Australia is a 
big importer and could be sourcing 
phosphate from other sources. There 
are three Australian corporations 
which have been named and shamed 
recently in parliament by Melissa 
Parkes: Wesfarmers CSBP which has 
its head offi ce in Perth, Incite Pivot 
and Impact Fertilisers. These corpora-
tions profi t from the fertiliser which is 
taken from the land of the Indigenous 
people of Western Sahara without any 
of the benefi t of the income from this 
resource accumulating to the Saharawi 
people.

Recently the Australian 
Parliamentary Friends of Western 
Sahara called on the UN to make a 

concerted effort to bring about the 
free and fair referendum of self-
determination in Western Sahara that 
was agreed in 1991. They also called 
for the UN to extend the mandate 
of its mission in Western Sahara 
(MINURSO) to include human rights 
monitoring. A call also made by Aicha 
in her presentation.

The other struggles for indepen-
dence in northern African and Middle 
Eastern world drown out news of the 
plight of the Saharawi in Australia. 
The around the world visit by Aicha 
Dahane – herself a former refugee 
residing in England – hopes to put 
the concerns of Saharawi in the public 
spotlight through deputations to farm-
ers who use the phosphates for stock 
pastures, trade unions and members 
of parliament.

It should be noted the Moroccan 
government follows closely visits 
by Ms Dahane and other Saharawi 
activists to Australia. The ABC was 
petitioned by the Moroccan govern-
ment disputing many elements of an 
interview Kerry O’Brien conducted 
with Saharawi activists on May 16, 
2011, a complaint the ABC upheld.

The Moroccan government has 
rich imperialist interests to protect 
and it will go to great lengths to do 
so. It is aided in its efforts by the 
acquiescence of such rich and pow-
erful countries as France and the US 
who come to Morocco’s assistance 
in the UN. Closer to home, however 

Morocco’s legitimacy in Western 
Sahara is much contested as nations 
in the African Union and the Arab 
League do not regard Morocco’s 
claim to the territory which they see 
as annexed legitimate.

In light of liberation struggles 
currently taking place in Egypt, 
Tunisia, Libya (from NATO as well 
as reactionary forces within Libya), 
Bahrain, Yemen, Syria and Palestine, 
the Saharawi people will not give up 
their struggle for freedom.

Aicha believes international 
solidarity can help in their fi ght for 
self determination. Guardian read-
ers can show solidarity by writing 
to CSPB and Wesfarmers asking 
them to stop receiving stolen goods 
from the Moroccan government 
and to Minister for Trade Craig 
Emerson asking for his immediate 
intervention. 

Aicha Dahane.

Adelaide marks 1500th Guardian
Readers and supporters of The 
Guardian joined Communist 
Party members at a function at 
the Semaphore Workers Club last 
week to celebrate the 1500th issue 
of the Party’s paper.

The gathering was addressed by 
Alan Miller, the current secretary of 
the Party’s Northern Branch, who 
was the fi rst editor of the paper in 
1972 when it was still known as 
SPA. There was a display of front 
covers of papers from over the 
years during which time the journal 
was also known as The Socialist 
and fi nally, from January 1985, The 
Guardian. Alan began his journalis-
tic career with the Party press in the 
immediate post-WWII period when 
the national weekly was known as 
The Tribune. He worked with the 
editor of the South Australian edi-
tion, the late Jim Mitchell.

“Party Branches in the work-
place had a pivotal role to play in 
bringing the ideas of Communism 
to the workers,” Alan recalled. “Les 
Purkis, a member of the Islington 

Railway Workshops Party Branch, 
travelled by public transport from 
the workshops into the City to pick 
up 100 papers as well as foreign 
language publications. Les lived 
at Tea Tree Gully at the time and 
with his big Gladstone bag he 
would bring the papers home and 
then take them down to the work-
shop to sell. Les was one of many 
workers from Party branches who 
carried out this task selfl essly and 
conscientiously.

“Comrades, we have a lot 
of work to do using the paper to 
build our supporters, fi nance con-
tributors and those who attend our 
functions as well as helping in the 
actual work of the Party. It is these 
people who will become members. 
Increasing the sales of the paper 
can do this for us,” Alan concluded.

CPA state secretary and current 
Guardian Collective member, Bob 
Briton, also noted the enormous 
amount of work to be done to 
ensure that the paper fulfi ls its role 
as educator and organiser of the 

more active and politically aware 
workers. He spoke of the decline in 
newspaper readership in Australia, 
especially among younger people. 
He said there was a need to keep 
and improve the print version of 
The Guardian as well as expanding 
the Party’s presence on the internet.

Martin O’Malley of the 
CFMEU spoke of the need for 
clear, class-conscious material for 
distribution among workers and 
congratulated the Party for hav-
ing reached the milestone of 1500 
issues of The Guardian. Semaphore 
Workers Club president Ben 
Carslake then announced a sub-
stantial donation to The Guardian 
in memory of late members of the 
Club, Ron Connolly, Jim Mitchell, 
Bob Brewer, Keith Lelue and Ruby 
Hammond (see Press Fund section 
in this issue).

CPA state president Michael 
Perth then introduced Elmer Labog 
of the Philippines’ KMU (May 
the First trade union movement), 
who was visiting Australia at the 

invitation of the CEPU. He, too, 
congratulated the CPA for having 
carried out the work of producing a 
national newspaper and upholding 
a working class and anti-imperialist 
position. Elmer then proposed 

the toast to anti-imperialism and 
internationalism.

At the end of the evening, 
Rex Munn led the participants 
in a heart-felt rendition of the 
Internationale. 

Wollongong Wollongong May Day

The International Day for celebrating Workers’ Rights.

This year marks 100 years of May Day celebrations in Wollongong.

Saturday May 28
May Day Party/Dinner: Portafinos, Kenny Street Wollongong

Tickets are $50 which includes a 3 course meal, free wine, champagne, juice or fizzy 

drink, tea, coffee and a gelato Bar. The Dave Reglar Quartet will be playing on the night 

and there will be a photo exhibition of May Days in Wollongong.

For more info contact Leanne: 0425 201 828 redallover99@gmail.com

Sydney

FUNDRAISER FOR GAZA FREEDOM FLOTILLA 2

Endorsed by Artists Against Apartheid

SATURDAY 4 JUNE 6:30 pm till late

ADDISON ROAD GALLERY

142 Addison Road MARRICKVILLE

Poetry/spoken word/music/film/artwork/auction/food & drink
Entry by donation $5/$10/$20 or more

More information: Rima Najm 0402 962 424
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Continued from page 1
This process was reversed in the 

1980s and 1990s when “governments 
began to introduce new mechanisms 
to provide welfare services. In essence 
governments moved away from being 
direct service deliverers to policy 
makers and introduced contracts for 
the non-government sector to deliver 
services.”

This transition period “saw the 
line between the not-for-profi t sector 
and the business sector, increasingly 
blurred. For-profi t organisations work 
in areas that may traditionally have 
been considered the domain of not-
for-profi t organisations are involved 
in competitive tendering and running 
social enterprises. In many cases, the 
not-for-profi t sector also now operates 
much more closely in partnership with 
government, bidding for contracts to 
carry out tasks that in earlier times 
the government would have admin-
istered itself.”

The government cites the example 
of the Job Nework: “The way the 
not-for-profi t sector now operates 
commercially as an arms-length of 
government is most starkly highlight-
ed by the Job Network. This was set 
up in 1997 when the federal govern-
ment shut down its Commonwealth 
Employment Service and invited busi-
nesses and not-for-profi t organisations 
to bid to supply job placement and 
training services to the unemployed

“ More than 10 years on, not-
for-profits accounted for half of 
Job Network turnover, and some 
of Australia’s leading not-for-profi t 
welfare organisations, including the 
Salvation Army, the Wesley Mission, 
Mission Australia, and Catholic 
Welfare, now rely heavily on govern-
ment employment service contracts 
for a proportion of their income.”

The privatisation of social serv-
ices through competitive tendering has 
seen the deunionisation and lowering 
of wages for work that was previously 
carried out by government employees.

The commercial nature of these 
large not-for-profi t organisations is 
illustrated by a recent example in 
Queensland. Mission Australia has 
admitted to Fair Work Australia that 
it received $463,000 in supplemen-
tary funding from the Queensland 
government to fund pay rises for its 
employees under the 2009 equal pay 
decision in that state. It pocketed 
the money but did not deliver the 
wage increases! Mission Australia, 
according to documents it provided 
the FWA received almost $88 million 
in revenue for its community services 
arm, made a surplus of $22.2 million 
in 2009-10 and has assets of nearly 
$150 million. That’s big business.

The original application was 
lodged on March 11, 2010. It took 
until April 16, 2011 to draw the 
conclusion that workers in SACS do 
not receive equal pay. Workers in the 
industry now face further delays, with 
further hearings set down for August.

Government 
undermines equal pay

The federal government, in 2009 
signed a Heads of Agreement with 
the Australian Services Union, agree-
ing to support the union’s application 
for an Equal Remuneration Order 
for SACS workers. It made a com-
mitment to provide evidence and 
research for the case and to support 
an agreed statement of facts. But in 
its submission to FWA, the Gillard 
government argued that FWA must 
discount comparators that are not 
gender based – such as the weak 
capacity of non-government workers 
in SACS to negotiate higher wages 
in enterprise bargaining.

This fl ew directly in the face of 
the union’s application which argued 
that the inability of workers to bargain 
around wages (due to the nature of 
being funded organisations) is one 
of the main reasons that an Equal 
Remuneration Order is required – this 
is the only way to increase wages in 
the industry.

The government also argues that 
Fair Work Australia must consider the 
government’s strategy to return the 
budget to surplus. “If any additional 
government funding is provided, it 
would likely come at the expense of 
other government funded services,” 
the government threatened. Its stand-
over tactics demonstrate a lack of 
commitment to pay equity for SACS 
workers and to the people who depend 
on their services. The budget surplus 
is no justifi cation. It is not necessary 
economically.

Whereas the ASU submission 
quite rightly argues that the govern-
ment’s priorities should be paying 
those who support the most vulnerable 
members of our society, rather than 
a budget surplus. “For too long com-
munity workers have been expected 
to personally pay the cost of wage 
inequity.” 

FWA also rejected outright the 
adoption of Queensland’s pay rates – 
basing its rejection on legalistic and 
technical grounds. 

No obligation 
to grant one cent

The Fair Work Act states cat-
egorically that “FWA may make 
any order (equal remuneration 
order) it considers appropriate ...” 
(302 (1)) (Emphasis added). The 
key word is “may”. The unions 
argued that it has an obligation to 
make such orders, FWA emphasises 
the point on more than one occa-
sion that any action is discretionary 
on its part. It also stresses that it 
may phase in any increase over a 
number of years.

It has also found that it can take 
other factors into account such as 
whether it “might lead to signifi cant 
unemployment” and have a negative 
impact on service provision.

The ASU’s application has 
always argued that the SACS 
Industry’s inability to bargain around 
matters like wages (due to the nature 
of being funded organisations) is one 
of the main reasons that it require an 
Equal Remuneration Order as this is 
the only way to increase wages in 
the industry.

FWA signals that any increase 
will not meet the gap: “To the extent 
that the gap is gender-based we should 
take action to correct it if we can. This 
requires an examination of the causes 
or probable causes of the differences 
in rates... . 

“In order to give effect to the 
equal remuneration provisions in 
these complex circumstances, we 
consider that the proper approach is 
to attempt to identify the extent to 
which gender has inhibited wages 
growth in the SACS industry and to 
mould a remedy which addresses that 
situation.” It will not compensate for 
other factors.

Any increase will be phased in, 
with the fi nal instalment likely in 
2017.

Reverse the 
privatisation

The FWA’s decision, whether 
intentionally or not, demonstrates 
how much better off workers are in 
the government sector. It confi rms 
that governments at all levels should 
resume full responsibility for the 
provision of these services. This 
would have the additional bonus of 
providing job security for workers 
whose futures depend on who wins 
the next round of tendering for gov-
ernment contracts.

As contracts come up for renewal, 
governments should employ the 
workers carrying out those services 
on a permanent basis, on prevailing 
public sector wages and conditions. 
That would close the gap immediately. 
Contracting out and privatisation 
should be halted and reversed. The 
provision of social services should 
be provided on the basis of need, 
not commercial considerations, by 
governments.

The ASU case is far from won. 
Any pay rises to come and whether 
they are funded through cuts to ser-
vices and jobs or by additional fund-
ing will depend on the campaign that 
is mounted NOW and in the months 
to come.

It is imperative that ALL unions, 
community organisations and oth-
ers concerned with the welfare of 
Australians join the protests around 
Australia on June 8, set about lobby-
ing their MPs, raising in the media 
and social networking outlets.

The ASU’s Pay Up – No More 
Lip Service to Equal Pay campaign 
still has a long way to run.
To keep up to date on the 
Pay Up campaign visit: 
www.payup.org.au 

A rally of angry solar customers took place in Sydney last 
week. It was organised in response to a retrospective slash-
ing of the tariff for every kilowatt hour of electricity households 
feed back into the grid from 60c to 40c. About 120,000 house-
holds have installed solar panels and sell power back to the 
grid. Many small businesses borrowed money to install solar 
panels and are facing fi nancial hardship because of that. The 
decision to end the scheme puts 8,190 jobs at risk and makes 
future investment in the renewable energy sector in NSW unten-
able, according to the Australian Solar Energy Society. The rally 
participants urged the NSW government to reverse its decision.

“From little things big things grow” does not necessarily refer to 
good things. Amendments now before the Senate will allow ASIO 
to work with the other two spy agencies, the Australian Secret 
Intelligence Service (ASIS) and the Defence Signals Directorate 
(DSD) to collect “foreign intelligence”. What it means was out-
lined in a written submission by the Law Council of Australia’s 
Bill Grant: “[This] will afford the minister and the agency almost 
unfettered discretion to determine when and how ASIO’s powers 
may be used to gather information about people’s activities, com-
munications and relationships abroad”. By changing the meaning 
of “foreign” from “a foreign power” to “people, organisations and 
governments outside Australia”, ASIO will be able to monitor a 
whole new range of people and entities. The new defi nition will 
legally allow ASIO, when requested by ASIS or DSD, to moni-
tor people in Australia associated with groups such as WikiLeaks, 
for example. The amendments will also allow ASIO to spy on 
Australians working for non-Australian fi rms which may be rivals 
to Australian fi rms. In other words there are no impediments for 
a domestic agency to be involved with overseas agencies and 
vice versa. Now, what do they say about upholding freedom and 
democracy? And what is the difference between a democratic 
country and total surveillance? With amendments like these…

The British Labour Party plans to call for an independent 
inquiry into a series of multi-million-dollar government con-
tracts won by a joint venture led by Australian business 
woman Therese Rein, Kevin Rudd’s partner. Ingeus UK, a joint 
venture between Ms Rein’s fi rm Ingeus and the accounting 
giant Deloitte won contracts for 23 percent of the new welfare-
to-work program. Ms Rein founded her company in Britain just 
nine years ago. Now it is the biggest provider of welfare-to-
work services. The reason for an inquiry is a sizeable donation 
in kind to Employment Minister by a Deloitte subsidiary. It was 
declared at the time there deemed to be a confl ict-of-interest.

Australia

Zelda D’Aprano chained herself to the doors of the Arbitration Court when it 
failed to deliver equal pay in 1969.

“We will fight” for Equal Pay

Join the fight for equal pay
SYDNEY 12 noon Hyde Park South, Sydney

NEWCASTLE 12 noon The Tram Sheds, Newcastle Foreshore Park, Wharf Rd, Newcastle

LISMORE 11am Cnr Carrington & Magellan St, Lismore

CANBERRA 12 noon Outside of Legislative Assembly, London Circuit, Civic

PERTH Workplace based events Contact the ASU WA Branch for further details

MELBOURNE 11am Trades Hall, cnr Lygon & Victoria Sts, Carlton

HOBART 12 noon Premier’s Offi ce, 15 Murray St, Hobart

BRISBANE 11am Nundah Memorial Park, cnr Buckland Rd & Bage St, Nundah

ADELAIDE 12 noon Adelaide Town Hall, King William St, Adelaide

DARWIN 12pm Rain Tree Park, Darwin Mall
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What can I do to fence this brown stampede,
River in tumult, trampling my people’s dream?

Winter by winter has our river thundered,
Summer by summer has its stones burnt bare,
When the thirsty land bent down to drink its fi ll.
Even as boys we planned where we would dam it;
Fathers and sons joined in a mighty dream.

That dream shone clearer than the stars, and led me
Through books and midnights, through the sweat of labour,
Till of the valley people I was chosen
To mould this dream in concrete rock and steel.
But now the fl ood snarls at its young foundations,
And I am powerless to strike its teeth aside.
I read again but still dare not believe it;
“Abandon dam. Government does not intend to fi nish it.”

Dream of my people crumbles in the current;
We are the leaf and foam swept out to sea.
My hands are cupped but cannot hold her blood.

Have the three golden giants, shapers of the West,
Power to make her whole and green again?

I saw my father’s father, broad and bearded,
I heard him sing of the giant he had served.

And one was gold, my hearty,
The fi rst was gold my son.
And we could pave a city
With the gold that we had won.

When we were young and eager
The gold ran in our veins.
Our picks rang in the ranges,
Our tracks cut through the plains.

We traced him to his prison
By his gold blood in the sands,
And when we split the reefs apart
He lifted up his hands.

Then Bailey broke the padlock
And Hannan saw him smile,
Till he stood aloft, a giant,
When we freed the Golden Mile.

‘Give me a road, a railway,
And make a port for me. ‘
And they fl ashed like spears of sunlight
The white rails from the sea.

“Bring me the coastal waters
That I can drink my fi ll.”
They heard his voice roll round the world
From Maritana Hill.

And road and rail and water
Veins for the pounding mill
Flowed to the golden giant
On Maritana Hill.

His wealth fl owed into narrow streams,
Left the wide slope of people poor;
And the few rich who prisoned him
Drove him to yield them more and more.

His mighty hands broke forests down,
Tore up the soil in rocks and dust.
His quartz teeth bit the miners lungs,
His salt breath clogged our lives with rust.

The steel trains followed where he signed,
But deserts burned where he had trod;
And I coughed out my lungs, my son,
Laid my beak bones before this god.

How could that giant save our threatened dam,
Squanderer of soil and murderer of men?
The wounds he made have festered into deserts;
He cannot heal the trees and earth he trampled;
He cannot put a green arm round Kalgoorlie;
He cannot make my dream turn back the fl ood.

I can remember when the drover came,
Bowed, lean and quiet, with the kindly hands,
Telling a boy how a giant strode the land.

When I rode out with Gregory
Behind us lay the sailess sea,
Before the nameless range.
Behind us were the hungry fl ocks,
Before us piled the prisoning rocks,
Even the trees were strange.

And as we rode the grass grew thin,
For summer shaved the mountain’s chin,
And singed his head of hair,
Even the valleys hung their leaves,
And pools had slunk away like thieves;
Goats could not pasture there.

But we remembered children’s eyes
Brimming with tears when cold winds rise;
Too little clothes to wear.
The humming of the looms would cease,
Unless they wove the golden fl eece
For all the world to share.

And so we climbed from ridge to ridge,
From range to range, the sky our bridge,
Clamped between rocks and sun.
But sudden pools would kiss our feet,
And green grass whisper “don’t retreat,”
And game fall to the gun.

One afternoon the skyline broke,
And miles of grass rolled soft as smoke
To where the rivers run .
A million fl ocks came like the rains,
The golden giant reaped the plains;
His glory had begun.

Yes, then it came our time to reap.
I crossed this river fi rst with sheep.
Much more than fi fty years ago.
I’ve watched the feeding fl ocks increase,
The West put on its golden fl eece
I’ve watched the giant grow.

The green hills purred to the caressing sun,
Fat sheep and horses drowsed on timbered slopes,
And ports swelled out with bales on bales of gold.
Oh, was there ever such a fertile giant
As rode with us, rode out with Gregory?
Oh, was there ever such a mighty giant
Whose roads like veins fl owed through the sleeping West,
Whose fi ngers dug for her a thousand wells,
Whose golden fl eece warmed the shoulders of the world?

Why is your shirt so thin and worn?
I asked him in surprise.
Why is dust thick upon your horse,
And sorrow in your eyes?

Too many mouths cut down the sheltering grass,
Too many hooves scratched through the red dry soil,
Till the desert licked in dust towards the sea.

And if I rode from Wyndham to the Leewin,
And if I bathed my eyes in greenest spring,
I still would see the sheep pile up in thousands
In the dead river bed, as if the dam the water,
Dam back the mockery of the heat mirage.

Water that’s wasted, water that is to come
Cannot hold back the desert wind of death
Unless it’s dammed to spread the green past through 
tomorrow.

That golden giant cannot save our valley.
Must our dreams drown and die
For the great giant of the golden fl eece
Harried by squatters fanged with greed for wealth,
Muddies our dreams beneath his myriad feet?

Can the third giant make our land a garden,
Green to the walls of our people’s Western home,
Over the surge of fl ood I heard him calling,
Over the desert of forgotten years,
Voice of my father and the giant he had freed.

His promise stirred us like the scent of wattle
We drank with dew on a September morn,
And where my axe rang in the virgin timber
The fi rst green voice of the golden grain was born.

And then he strode from creek-bed to the skyline,
He thrust the grey hood of the bush aside;
The earth smiled beneath his eager fi ngers,
The wind combed her new, her golden pride.

And we were proud, guarding the ripening harvest,
Proud to grow bread for hungry lands to eat;
I paused a moment on my new verandah
To taste the fi rst of the golden age of wheat.

Spring rains and summer suns have swelled the harvest,
A million stems bend where the giant goes;
The thrusting comb lifts up the heads and holds them;
The golden stream gathers, then thrusts and fl ows.

Flows through our roads, fl ows in our limbs, our dreaming,
Moulds trees to homes beneath his giant’s might.
His hands have ribbed the sleeping bush with railways,
His thousand hands have made the darkness bright.
Ten thousands farmers lead their horses homeward
To where his eyes are windows brimmed with light.

When the Chicago wheat kings crashed the market
Little they cared as the ruins round them lay;
But a poison spread in the arteries of the cities
Where hollow ships rusted along the bay:
And young eyes darkened with the smut of hunger
Watching through fi reless night to breadless day.

They starved because a single monstrous spider
Spun webs of money at each granary door:
And the same web fell on our hands, our farmlands,
Poisoned our lives with the misery of the poor.

Slow and corrosive as the salt from creekbeds,
It seared the green blades of my life’s desire;
And drought trod down my heart; the shrunken giant
Dragged his burned limbs out of the desert’s fi re.
Now rains and earlier hopes have fl owed in vain;
Their course is clogged with salt and hot with pain.

When I lie down, all heavy eared with sleep,
I still can hear the murmur of the wheat.
When I am dead bury me on the slope
Where the roots of the golden giant can hold me close.

We buried him where he could watch the farm
Where the rich soil could mend his broken body,
The rolling wheat still lift up his heart with joy.

But now the sand, the hot eroded sand
Blows over him, dries up my throat with pain;

And where our homestead watched above the wheatfi elds
The broken door sways in the wind and rain.

Three golden giants are stumbling down the valley,
Blinded and black from furnaces of drought,
Silent before the snarling lash of hunger,
Bowed by the chains that ring their wrists and throats;
And our dam crumbles beneath their leaden hands.

I cannot stay with the hunger in my heart;
Why have the golden giants lost their power?
Must wings of drought circle above our valley?
Must cold and hunger walk with the children of the world?

Then in the wind droving the fl ocks of leaves
I heard his voice;
In the brown ripples pushing the lazy sand
I felt his story,
Voice of my father, sky with one star alight,
The lit window in the bush-drowned night.

I met my valley on a sunny morning,
Threading the hills the shortest way to town;
No work, and little food and scanty water,
And with no pillow when the sun went down.
It gave me water, through the white sand bubbling,
It gave me food from one wild orange tree:
My camp-fi re dreams fl owed from a thousand evenings
Into that valley time had made for me.

I fought the challenge of the trees, the distance,
I found the water, its fertility.
All of my scattered years fused in one hearthstone,
I made the farm but then the farm made me.

Mankind goes slowly; step, move back and falter,
To learn a little, wait and try again,
But with one farm, one dream or one endeavour
Man sows the future with miraculous grain.

Then his voice faded, died with the ebb of evening,
Till the stars came out to ask did I forget.

Three Golden Giants

Victor Williams was born in Perth in 1914. Mos
farms, and most of his knowledge about the strugg
personal experience on the land. He joined the Com
of the elected Spanish government, the German an
Soviet Union giving real support.” He remained a m
death this month. He worked as a wharfi e and was
Federation. In 1976 he moved to Moscow as corre
books include Three Golden Giants and Harvest Tim
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I had forgotten, yes, I had forgotten
How the rich red hills around us ripple with life
Green and defi ant.
I had forgotten how water and stone and leaf
Fought frost and drought and sun for a million years,
How the tempestuous rain stampedes the timber
That sways and bends, then shakes its head to the sun.

Man strides the hills, inches up every mountain, 
And the ridged histories pass beneath our feet.

And I remember, yes, now I remember
A bridge to saddle a New Guinea river;
White plunging death, striking with hooves of stone
At rope and timber.
But sons of our country, sons of the golden giants,
Broke it to harness, rode it to victory.

The golden giants held out the bowl of plenty,
Unbridled fi re broke it upon the wheel;
But now the scorched seeds rise as sons and daughters,
And go together till our dream is real.

The three golden giants
Go singing through the valley,
The green guards of Australia
Walk where the rocks were bare.

The deserts break and falter
From the arrows of the river;
Water and leaf take prisoner
The feverish tongues of air.

The anger of the summer
Dies on the grass-green mountain
For above it sways the banner
Our hands have planted there.

Vic Williams

Magazine

Vale Comrade 
Harry Black

The Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Australia honours and mourns 
Comrade Harry Black, who died recently at 
the age of 92. Harry was a leading Australian 
communist and is described by the Maritime 
Union of Australia as “Sydney’s most loved 
wharfi e”.

One of 11 children born at Rylstone in 
country New South Wales, Harry left school at 
14. He worked in a grocery store but then, aged 
19, he moved to Sydney and joined the army. 
He fought against fascism in the Middle East, 
Palestine and Syria, was injured and repatriated 
to Australia. 

After recovering, he returned to the battle-
front in Borneo and New Guinea and was again 
wounded and repatriated to Australia.

After the war he did a variety of jobs but 
then in 1951 he became a wharfi e and joined 
the Waterside Workers Federation. In 1954 he 
joined the Communist Party of Australia.

Harry was an exemplary communist – 
active, committed, disciplined, and principled. 
And he was intensely proud that there had been 
a Communist Party branch on the waterfront 
continuously since the 1930s.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s he took 
a principled stand against the decay of the old 
Communist Party and its eventual liquidation. 
He and the CPA Maritime Branch were impor-
tant in the formation of the Socialist Party of 
Australia (SPA) which eventually became the 
new Communist Party of Australia.

Harry was active in his CPA Branch and 
its struggles. He faced whatever the ruling 
class threw at him – suspension, arrest, police 
violence – without fl inching or losing his sense 
of humour.

He held many leading positions over a long 
period of time, including as a member of the 
SPA Central Committee and as Sydney District 
Secretary.

He was a great orator and was a well known 
and admired regular speaker in the Domain 
during the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s.

He stood for the Party in elections at all 
levels including, for example, as a CPA candi-
date for Phillip in the 1962 municipal election 

and as a Socialist Party of Australia candidate 
in the 1980 federal election.

From 1951, Harry worked on the Sydney 
waterfront, mainly in Sussex Street and along 
the Hungry Mile. He served in the union as a 
rank and fi le wharfi e, a delegate, a vigilance offi -
cer, vice-president, senior vice-president Sydney 
branch and as a rank and fi le representative on 
the Federal Council of the Waterside Worker’s 
Federation (WWF), then as a union elder lead-
ing the MUA National Veterans Association as 
Secretary from 2002 - 2009.

Harry played a leading role in both the 
1954 and 1956 national waterfront strikes. He 
was immensely proud of this period of his life 
and of the union's success in those strikes. He 
was involved in the 1967 battles which won 
permanency for wharfi es.

Harry retired in 1981 but he did not give 
up the fi ght. He joined the retired members 
association and served as its secretary for many 
years from 1983 onwards. In 1998, Harry was 
active in the fi ght when Patricks locked 3,000 
workers out the gates. He spent most of his days 
and many nights at No 5 Darling Harbour, with 
other community protestors, facing down trucks 
trying to break the picket and enter the gates.

Like many war veterans, Harry became a 
peace activist. He was the delegate when wharf-
ies voted to ban loading bombs onto the Jeparit 
during the Vietnam War. He was suspended for 
a month for his stance and activities in solidarity 
with Vietnam.

Harry described himself as an international-
ist. He took pride in being part of the union’s 
rolling bans against South African shipping 
during the apartheid years. He participated in 
solidarity with the Liverpool dockers, to save 
the lives of the Rosenberg’s, and to win back a 
passport for Paul Robeson. He was arrested and 
fi ned for protests during the Petrov conspiracy.

Harry’s stand against nuclear weapons, his 
support for the Palestinian people, Chile, South 
Africa, Latin America, Aboriginal land rights 
were some of the many issues he took up as 
a communist and a unionist. He remained a 
committed activist for peace, justice and human 
rights to the end of his long life.

Harry was a leading member of the WWF 
cultural unit set up by Tom Nelson and the 
Sydney branch in 1954. At that time, it housed 
the New Theatre and ran the fi lm unit.

Harry recalled the political climate of the 
era – the Cold War, the attempts by PM Bob 
Menzies to outlaw the Communist Party; the 
ASIO raids on the union rooms in both Sydney 
and Melbourne and the 1954 national strike.

But he also remembered it as a time of 
fl ourishing activism and culture, a time when 
Paul Robeson performed in the union hall and 
when the fi rst fi lm Pensions for Veterans was 
screened in Leichhardt Stadium at a stopwork 
meeting of 6,000 wharfi es.

“These were the golden years of the mari-
time industry,” he said. “Movies were screened 
to members at midday; we had book and art 
exhibitions, piano recitals, ballet, opera and a 
performance of the Sydney Civic Orchestra; 
the songs, music and drama of New Theatre 
and the magnifi cent mural. All of these rich 
and exciting events formed a vital part in the 
development of a high social, industrial and 
political consciousness in maritime workers.”

Speaking last year at the 90th anniversary of 
the Communist movement in Australia, Harry 
proudly declared: “I’ve been a communist for 
58 years and I hope to remain one for a few 
more years.

“And I’ve enjoyed every minute of being 
a Communist!”

The Communist Party of Australia sends its 
deepest sympathy and condolences to Harry’s 
family, his CPA comrades, his union brothers 
and sisters and his many friends. 

st of his childhood was spent in the country, on 
le of farmers and the Depression came from 
mmunist Party in 1938, infl uenced by “the betrayal 
d Italian fascist intervention, and with only the 
member of the Party for over 70 years until his 
s an active member of the Waterside Workers’ 

espondent for the Party’s paper for 18 months. His 
me, both available at the Party’s bookshop.

Come to a Celebration 
of Harry Black’s Life
12 - 3 pm Friday May 27
ITF Boomerang Club
32 McAuley St. Matraville (off Botany Rd.)

All members, retired members, 
family and friends invited.
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Merna Alazzeh

“The old will die and the young will 
forget” – this was the prediction of 
Israel’s fi rst prime minister, David 
Ben Gurion. Sixty-three years later, 
I still wonder what made him think 
so. Would the Jewish masses – or 
indeed any of the other millions of 
people who suffered the Holocaust 
– ever forget?

As far as I know, having lived in 
al-Azzeh refugee camp for most of 
my life, there has always been much 
space even in the narrow alleys of 
the camp for the collective memory 
of Israeli massacres, systematic 
displacement and ethnic cleansing. 
These images are imprinted in the 
minds of Palestinian refugees both 
young and old.

I never forget that in the spring 
of 2003 my grandmother and I “went 
back” to our destroyed village, Beit 
Jibrin. We managed to get there 
despite the checkpoints and the high 
level of Israeli security; it wasn’t easy 
even though the actual distance that 
separates my refugee camp from the 
village is less that an hour’s drive.

Mine is the smallest West Bank 
camp, covering only 0.02 square kilo-
metres. The camp’s original residents 
came from Beit Jibrin, on the western 
hills of Hebron.

I had been to Beit Jibrin a few 
times before but never with my grand-
mother. I walked behind her climbing 
up a hill in the village. She seemed 
much stronger and able to walk faster 
than I remembered. She knew where 
exactly we were going, as if she was 
there yesterday.

We sat under a fi g tree, and my 
grandmother smiled and remem-
bered when she used to play with 
her friends, decades ago. She said, 
“It’s the same tree, a little bit dif-
ferent now; it’s been more than fi fty 
years after all. Nonetheless, it is the 
same tree.”

My head was saturated with 

thoughts; she must have whispered 
some of her childhood secrets to the 
old tree. She didn’t say much but the 
sadness in her eyes said it all. We 
smiled and stayed seated, listening to 
birds singing and breathing in as much 
of the village’s fresh air as possible as 
if we had never drawn breath before. 
This is, after all, the village I have 
been raised to understand is mine.

Her memories dated back to 1948. 
She was nearly ten years old. Despite 
her young age, she remembered. She 
remembered her school, the lovely 
summer evenings she spent with her 

family in the village. She remembered 
the harvest time and travelling to 
Haifa and Yaffa (Jaffa) with her dad 
to sell their produce.

She also remembered the nights 
when the peaceful village was fi rst 
attacked. “We never saw a fi ghter jet 
before,” she said. Maybe they had, 
I thought, but I’m sure it wasn’t the 
same sight as the one that was now 
spreading death and fear into people’s 
hearts in 1948. This was the same 
year that witnessed the expulsion of 
approximately 750,000 of the native 
Palestinian population from their 

homes and villages. So far, to this day, 
they have never been able to return.

Sixty-three years since, and 
despite the numerous United Nations 
resolutions and world condemna-
tions, Israel’s impunity still prevails. 
No justice has been achieved as 
Palestinian refugees are yet to see 
the implementation of UN Resolution 
242 that clearly affi rms “a just settle-
ment of the refugee problem” as well 
as Resolution 194, which states that 
“refugees wishing to return to their 
homes and live at peace with their 
neighbours should be permitted to 
do so at the earliest practicable date.”

As much as these resolutions 
have been alive in my grandmother’s 
memory, they are also imprinted in 
refugees’ consciousness, whether 
they are acquainted with international 
law or not. Every Palestinian refugee 
resolutely believes in the right to live 
in the town or village from where they 
originate, and indeed from which they 
and their families have been uprooted 
by force.

My grandmother passed away last 
year in March in the refugee camp. 
However, her dream of returning to 

Beit Jibrin is still alive and I deeply 
believe that she is in a place where 
borders do not exist. Her soul is 
fi nally free of the shackles of ethnic 
division, and she is able to hover over 
Palestine and our beloved village – 
our home – Beit Jibrin. She might be 
whispering secrets to the fi g and olive 
trees there right now. Her dreams of 
return are still alive.

I will never forget her nor will I 
forget her passion when talking about 
the village. I will always make sure I 
pass her dreams and aspirations to the 
coming generations. This, I believe, 
is a promise that each refugee has 
made consciously or unconsciously 
until the return and the full realisation 
of our rights.

We will never forget my vil-
lage and all the ethnically-cleansed 
Palestinian villages, as the memory 
remains in the heart and soul of all 
Palestinians. For us, the old may well 
die, but the young will never forget.
Merna Alazzeh is a Palestinian 
human rights activist, community 
and international development 
professional living in London.
The Electronic Intifada 

The young will never forget

War crimes and 
the bombing of Libya

UK: Cyber criminals 
attack union’s website

Conn Halinan

According to the New York Times, 
General Sir David Richards, 
“Britain’s top military com-
mander,” is proposing that the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
target Libyan “infrastructure,” 
including electrical power grids 
and fuel dumps, in government 
held areas.

Frustrated by the two-month old 
stalemate, General Richards told 
the Times that “The vice is closing 
on [Muammar] Gaddafi , but we 
need to increase the pressure further 
through more intense military activ-
ity.” The British are playing a major 
role in the bombing campaign, and 
General Richards was in Naples, 
the command centre for the war 
in Libya, when he talked with the 
Times.

The Times went on to write, 
“The General suggested that NATO 
should be freed from restraints that 
precluded attacking infrastructure 
targets.”

Let us be clear what “infra-
structure” means: “The fundamental 
facilities and systems serving a 
country, city or area, as transporta-
tion and communication systems, 
power plants and schools”(Random 
House Dictionary, Second Edition).

Now let’s see what the 1977 
Protocol Addition to Geneva 
Conventions of August 12, 1949 
say on the business of attacking 
“infrastructure.”

“In order to ensure respect 
for and protection of the civilian 
population and civilian objects, 
the Parties to the confl ict shall at 
all times distinguish between the 
civilian population and combatants 
and between civilian objects and 
military objectives and accordingly 
shall direct their operations only 
against military objectives.”
Part IV, Section I, Article. 48

“It is prohibited to attack, 
destroy, remove or render useless 
objects indispensable to the survival 
of the civilian population, such as 
foodstuff, agricultural areas for the 
production of foodstuffs, crops, 
livestock, drinking water installa-
tions and supplies and irrigation 
works...”
Article 54

“It is prohibited for the Parties 
to the confl ict to attack, by any 
means whatsoever, non-defended 
localities...”
Article 59

In short, you can’t bomb power 
plants, electrical grids, water pump-
ing plants, or transport systems that 
service the civilian population, even 

if the military also benefi ts from 
them. As Article 50 states: “The 
presence within the civilian popula-
tion of individuals that do not come 
within the defi nition of civilians 
does not deprive the population of 
its civilian character.”

The pressure to step up the 
bombing and widen the delineation 
of targets refl ects the fact that the 
war has turned into a stalemate. 
“We need to do more,” General 
Richards told the Times, “If we 
do not up the ante now there is a 
risk that the confl ict could result in 
Gaddafi  clinging to power.”

That last statement appears to 
be a violation of United Nations 
Resolution 1973, which called for 
“protection of civilians,” a “no-fl y 
zone,” “sanctions,” a “freeze of 
assets” and an “arms embargo.” 
Nowhere does 1973 mention 
regime change and getting rid of 
Qaddafi .

So are we being dragged into 
a war whose goals violate UN 
Resolution 1973, and whose means 
violate the Geneva Conventions 
for the Protection of Victims of 
International Armed Confl icts?  It is 
hard not to answer that question in 
anything but the affi rmative.
People’s World 

Cyber criminals are targeting 
the Public and Commercial and 
Services Union’s website as it pre-
pares for one of its most important 
annual conferences in its history.

The union has announced 
recently that, as delegates begin to 
gather in Brighton, it is facing a 
sustained and well-organised deni-
al-of-service attack that has seri-
ously affected access to the site.

The attack started on May 11 
and has meant the website has 
at times struggled to cope with 
average hourly traffi c 1,000 times 
greater than normal.

Delegates to the conference in 
Brighton will be asked to back a 
national strike ballot over cuts to 
jobs, pensions and pay, and for the 
union to “work with other trade 
unions to co-ordinate the action for 
maximum impact”.

The attack means the site is 
being overwhelmed by “false” traf-
fi c from computers programmed to 
repeatedly try to access pages. This 
has had no effect on the security of 
data held on sections of the website.

PCS general secretary Mark 
Serwotka said: “This is a clear 
attempt to undermine our union at 
what is a critical time. Whoever is 
doing it might succeed in slowing 
our website down for a few days 
but they will not silence our mem-
bers who are determined to fi ght the 
government’s unfair and unneces-
sary cuts.

“We are doing everything we 
can to ensure normal service is 
resumed as soon as possible and we 
apologise for any inconvenience 
caused by this illegal and unpro-
voked attack.” 
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Emile Schepers

On May 12, the Cuban government 
took advantage of an international 
meeting on oil drilling safety in 
Trinidad and Tobago to announce 
that drilling is about to begin for 
offshore wells in deep water off 
Cuba’s north-eastern coast. The 
amounts that might be eventually 
produced are substantial and of 
potentially high quality, and could 
radically improve the socialist 
island’s economic prospects. In the 
United States, this has produced 
varied reactions, from calls for 
action to stop the drilling, to 
calls for an end to the 50 year US 
economic blockade of Cuba.

Cuba has produced oil in the past, 
but in relatively small quantities and 
of a quality that has limited its use. 
Before the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, that country was Cuba’s major 
oil supplier, in a mutually favourable 
arrangement between the socialist 
states. After 1991, Cuba’s access to oil 
and refi ned petroleum products was 
drastically cut (there was a 19 percent 
drop in 1991 and another 22 percent 
drop in 1992, with even bigger drops 
in subsequent years).

Cuba’s response was to cut back 
on domestic oil use, while looking 
for alternative sources. Though the 
cutbacks inspired some innovative 
approaches to effi cient energy use, 
they also had a negative impact on 
the living standards of the Cuban 
people, affecting electrical generation, 
public and private transportation and 
many other things. Imported oil also 
became more expensive for Cuba. The 
US economic blockade, under which 
foreign companies trading with Cuba 

are fi ned and sometimes excluded 
from US markets, also drove up the 
price of all Cuba’s imports.

After the election of President 
Hugo Chavez of Venezuela, and 
especially after a US supported 
coup against him fell fl at in 2002, 
Venezuela in effect came to Cuba’s 
rescue. Through the PETROCARIBE 
organisation, whereby Venezuela 
supplies oil to most countries of the 
Caribbean area on very favourable 
credit terms, Cuba was able to up its 
imports of petroleum. Venezuelan 
oil imports to Cuba have sharply 
increased, by 32 percent in 2008 
alone. Cuba has been paying for some 
of this Venezuelan oil by sending doc-
tors, teachers and other specialists to 
help Venezuela.

In 2004, European oil explorers 
found large potential undersea oil 
reserves off Cuba’s north-west coast. 
The US Geological Survey estimates 
the quantity at between fi ve and ten 
billion barrels, but the Cubans them-
selves say they might be as much as 
20 billion barrels. In either case, these 
are very signifi cant fi nds.

Presently, Cuba produces about 
60,000 barrels per day of its own oil 
and imports more than twice as much, 
approximately 150,000 barrels. Once 
the Cuban undersea sources come on 
line, the ratio might change drastical-
ly, turning Cuba from an oil importer 
to a major oil exporter. This would 
create thousands of jobs, as well as 
solving problems of transportation, 
electrical generation and production.

Moreover, the offshore reserves 
are said to be of high quality, with a 
low sulphur content. However, they 
are in the deep ocean, about 5,000 
feet down, which means complicated 

and expensive drilling technology. 
As this is about the same level as the 
Deepwater Horizon well whose failure 
led to an ecological disaster last year, 
it also raises safety concerns.

The initial wells will be around 45 
kilometres north of Havana and 130 
kilometres from some of the Florida 
Keys. Cuban scientists at the Trinidad 
meeting stressed safety measures they 
are implementing to prevent an inci-
dent like Deepwater Horizon.

The initial drilling of fi ve test 
wells will be carried out by the 
Spanish company Repsol YPF, 
which is bringing over a Chinese 
constructed, Italian owned platform, 
with plans to get the operation going 
by this fall. Brazil is helping fi nance 

the conversion of the port of Mariel, 
about 100 kilometres west of Havana, 
into an oil facility, and Venezuela 
is helping Cuba to restore a USSR 
built refi nery at Cienfuegos, about 
300 kilometres Southeast of Mariel.

US Interior Secretary Ken Salazar 
expressed “concern” about Cuba’s 
plans, while anti-Cuba politicians 
from South Florida called for drastic 
action to stop the Cuban drilling, for 
example by denying visas to offi cials 
of any foreign companies that help 
the Cuban effort.

On the other hand, oil industry 
experts say the United States is poten-
tially losing out on a good deal: the 
Cubans have stated that they are open 
to letting US companies in on the 

possible bonanza, but current US law 
punishes US citizens and corporations 
who trade with Cuba. Furthermore, 
the prohibition on cooperation with 
Cuba would worsen safety concerns 
as US entities with expertise on 
drilling safety would be forbidden to 
advise the Cubans, even if an actual 
emergency were to arise.

National Public Radio quotes 
John McAuliffe of the Fund for 
Reconciliation and Development as 
saying “..there is only one way to 
minimize the risk, and that is to have 
the kind of collaboration with Cuba 
that we have with Mexico and the 
Bahamas and any other country that 
is exploring for oil” near US shores.
People’s World 

Cuba’s oil prospects 
pose dilemma for US

A postcard from Havana Turkey criminalises 
union action

It was “one of the best May Days in my life” said 
Jose, a Cuban worker from the health industry who 
gathered with his co-workers to celebrate and demon-
strate support for the socialist revolution.

At fi ve in the morning, the Cuban people started 
mobilising to Revolution Square and its vicinity 
to march that covered blocks big enough to fi ll the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 10 times. Cuban work-
ers and the people in general marched in the millions 
throughout the country on Sunday May 1. Over 1,000 
international delegates joined a celebration that has no 
comparison anywhere.

A characteristic of this celebration was the united 
support people showed to the decisions adopted by the 
VI congress of the Communist Party of Cuba. Jose told 
me that the decisions adopted by the party were the 
decisions of the Cuban workers. They had discussed 

and endorsed the proposed adjustments to the Cuban 
economy. Those decisions will improve Cuban social-
ism which is a system of their choice adapted to their 
country’s particularities. Asked about the feeling of the 
people, Jose said “if it doesn’t work we will amend it 
again” and that united behind the revolution “we will 
win”.

For me and the Australian delegation it was a great 
May Day in which we were able to express our solidar-
ity to Socialist Cuba, we reaffi rmed our demand to lift 
the US blockade on Cuba and the freedom of the Five 
Cuban heroes unjustly held in US prisons.

In my view Cuban socialism is here to stay and for 
a very long time!

In solidarity,
Vinnie Molina
CPA President 

The Turkish government has fi led 
criminal charges against 111 union 
leaders, members and supporters 
which carry prison terms of up 
to fi ve years in connection with 
a 2010 demonstration in Ankara. 
The Ankara action was in support 
of 12,000 workers made redundant 
following the privatisation of the 
state tobacco monopoly TEKEL.

Following the sale of the 
TEKEL tobacco manufactur-
ing activities to BAT in February 
2008, the state retained control 
over the 40 warehouses where leaf 
and semi-processed tobacco was 
stored. The International Union of 
Foodworkers-affi liated TEKGIDA-
IS, which represents the workforce 
at TEKEL, continually sought 
negotiations with the government 
over the future of the 12,000 ware-
house workers, who were offered 
only insecure contracts at half 
their former wages and no rights 
or benefi ts. In December 2009, 
their employment was abruptly 
terminated.

Three months of union protests 
in Ankara brought no results, but 
as a goodwill gesture the union 
ceased public action and waited for 
a response to their demands for new 
employment with acquired rights – 
as required under Turkish law.

When the government failed to 
offer anything concrete, TEKGIDA-
IS and their many supporters 

demonstrated again in Ankara on 
April 1, 2010. They were beaten 
and pepper-gassed – and now they 
face prison.

The list of those indicted by the 
Ankara Public Prosecutor include 
TEKGIDA-IS President Mustafa 
Turkel along with four other 
national offi cers and twelve branch 
presidents, the current and former 
heads of the national centre DISK, 
two former leaders of the public 
sector confederation KESK and 
other prominent union and social 
activists.

The court proceedings are 
scheduled to begin on June 3.

The indictments are intended 
to cripple the labour movement in 
Turkey by criminalising protest 
action in defence of employment 
and social rights. Labour law in 
Turkey already severely restricts 
organising and bargaining rights. 
Allowing these ludicrous charges 
to proceed through the courts 
would be a major setback to ongo-
ing efforts, at home and abroad, to 
bring Turkey’s industrial relations 
system into conformity with inter-
national conventions.

We therefore call on all sup-
porters of trade unions to protest 
these criminal indictments to the 
Turkish government, demanding 
that all charges be immediately and 
unconditionally withdrawn. 
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Dispossession and 
assimilation in the 
budget

In a move that refl ects the Gillard 
government position towards 
Indigenous Australians the 
Australian Institute of Aboriginal 
and Torres Straight Islander 
Studies (AIATSIS) did not receive 
much needed funding in the federal 
budget.

The Institute had requested an 
additional $3.5 million over four 
years to continue its work preserving 
its extensive archives of Indigenous 
material.

This means other services pro-
vided by the Institute will now have 
to be cut in order to continue its 
digitisation project.

As AIATSIS chairman Mick 
Dodson put it: “A loss of our digi-
tisation program will have serious 
impacts on access to Indigenous 
cultural heritage and could result in 
the permanent loss or serious degra-
dation of unique and priceless audio 
and videotape, motion picture and 

fi lm records of Indigenous people’s 
ceremony, culture, lifestyles, art, 
music, languages and oral history.”

The Gillard government is clearly 
carrying forward the legacy of dispos-
session and assimilation.

T Southern
Brisbane

James Hardie, 
killer company

It is hard to find a person in 
Australia who has not heard the 
name of James Hardie. “Killer 
Company” was the title of the book 
written by Matt Peacock which 
described in detail the horrifi c 
impact of the asbestos use by the 
company and its victims – past, 
present and future.

The company was made to 
contribute to Asbestos Injuries 
Compensation Fund under pressure. It 
used every trick in the book to avoid 
the responsibility.

Now James Hardie Industries says 
it will cut its asbestos fund contribu-
tion by up to $US11 million in 2012. 
It was a killer company when it was 
digging up asbestos and it continues 
to be a killer company.

Mati English
Sydney

Big questions about 
asylum policy

The Commonwealth government 
tosses around a lot of fi gures when 
it comes to our asylum seekers and 

refugees. They now claim they will 
settle in Australia 4,000 refugees 
languishing in Malaysia. Well, if 
the last ten years are anything to 
go by then this history exposes 
false promises.

During the last couple of years 
the government promised to take in 
500 each year from Indonesia. This 
hasn’t been happening, at best last 
year 113 were approved and not all 
have arrived. The year before it was 
about 50 odd! From 2001 to 2010 the 
annual average we have taken in each 
year from Indonesia is 50.

If Australia can’t settle 500 
per annum from Indonesia how is 
it going to achieve the promise of 
4,000 each year from Malaysia? 
Furthermore Australia has a bungling 
bureaucratic lazy process in place. 

In 2005 Australia settled 109 UN 
recognised refugees from Malaysia 
with a peak of 535 in 2008. However 
during 2011 we’ve only resettled 49 
from Malaysia. We do not settle our 
total annual quota which is already 
embarrassingly low compared to 
most other countries. We rank 32 
out of 71: 20 OECD countries are 
ahead of us.

Australia claims to have just 
raised its annual resettled refugees 
quota to 14,000 (from 13,500), but 
did we ever reach 13,500 in any of 
the preceding ten years? No. During 
the last couple of years we have fallen 
short by near 2,000. If we add up 
the shortfall during the last decade 
we should at least rollover these 
numbers and bring in another 10,000 
immediately. Logically, the 4,000 

from Malaysia should be in addition 
to the mythical 14,000.

The government bandies around a 
lot of fi gures. I say set up the means 
to at least expedite and achieve 
these minimalist numbers. With this 
dinosaurian bureaucracy and regular 
inactivity by government departments 
no wonder thousands of asylum seek-
ers have been languishing in suffering 
in the unlawful 24 detention centres 
for more than a year. It appears our 
asylum seekers do try to hang in there 
while illegally incarcerated. When it 
hits the year mark it appears a thresh-
old has been reached and people just 
begin to break down physically and 
mentally and endure the onset of acute 
and chronic disorders.

Gerry Georgatos
WA
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On royal 
weddings 
and dark 
satanic mills
And did those feet in ancient time
Walk upon England’s mountain green?
And did the countenance divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hills
And was Jerusalem builded here
Among these dark satanic mills?

Bring me my Bow of burning gold!
Bring me my Arrows of desire!
Bring me my Spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my Chariot of fi re!

I shall not cease from Mental Fight,
Nor shall my Sword sleep in my hand,
Till we have built Jerusalem
In England’s green and pleasant land.

Jerusalem 
from Milton by William Blake.

 
The royal wedding, staged with 

spectacular pageantry, magnifi cent 
coaches, stunning fashions, and 
wonderful music, is said to have been 
watched by two and a half billion 
people world-wide.

Massed flowers enlivened 
Westminster Abbey’s soaring interior. 
The six-metre potted trees fl ank-
ing the nave seemed to be bursting 
through the ancient stone fl oors, 
elbowing aside the exceptionally 
well-dressed wedding guests. Even the 
rain disappeared, and the sun shone 
benevolently.

It was a magnifi cent spectacle, 
brilliantly organized, and a tremen-
dous PR coup for the monarchy.

Two congregations
On the wedding day huge crowds, 

ordinary working people from Britain 
and abroad, gathered outside the 
cathedral. One congregation within 
the cathedral and the other outside 
was an underlying theme of the day.

It’s doubtful whether many of the 
wedding guests seriously considered 
the words as they thundered out 
Jerusalem, the passionate hymn sung 
at football matches, prom concerts, 
church services and national political 
events. Although religious in form, its 
essential message actually concerns 
the industrial revolution, which the 
poet William Blake hated, with its 
“dark satanic mills”, its ruthless 
exploitation and degradation of work-
ing people and its vile pollution of 
“England’s green and pleasant land”.

And there’s the rub, because the 
industrial revolution was introduced 
by the new class, the capitalists, 
whose members dominated the con-
gregation at the royal wedding. That 
includes the members of the monar-
chy and aristocracy, who so visibly 
demonstrated the prosperity they’ve 
derived from investing and sometimes 
taking leading roles in the corporate 
world. Those with hereditary titles 
retain handsome benefi ts as members 
of extant formerly feudal dynasties – 
which are, of course, still headed by 
the royal family.

Class divisions were everywhere 
evident at the wedding, even in the 
fabric of Westminster Abbey itself. It 
was constructed by the working class: 
the masons who cut and raised the 
great stone blocks, the carpenters who 
spanned the nave with huge ornate 
trusses, the glaziers who prepared the 
dazzling stained glass, and the other 
artisans whose great skills created this 
wonderful building.

The brilliant original painted 
decoration on the stone surfaces of 
English places of worship, includ-
ing Westminster Abbey, were later 
removed. Later still Oliver Cromwell, 
who represented the rising merchants 
and manufacturers, forerunners of 

the industrial capitalists, ordered the 
removal of the head of King Charles I. 
He wanted to rid the nation of its 
parasitic regal elite, but failed!

Who pays the piper?
Public resentment about main-

taining the monarchy softens on 
occasions such as a royal wedding. 
After all, everyone wishes newlyweds 
good luck. The royal family certainly 
benefi ted from this – and it needed 
to, because of the scandals concern-
ing many of its members, and public 
sympathy for the popular Princess 
Diana, whose memory is indelibly 
associated with her callous treatment 
at royal hands.

The royal wedding was used to 
rebuild confi dence in the monarchy. 
Prince William is being touted as a 
fresh-faced young RAAF helicopter 
pilot, whose main responsibility is 
to rescue those in peril. However, 
there’s no indication he’ll forego his 
royal allowance and be content with 
his military salary, or that he’ll reject 
the Crown when it’s offered to him.

The Queen’s visit to Ireland is 
another exercise in goodwill build-
ing. She’s still one of the wealthiest 
women in the world. As well as her 
tremendous regal allowance, she 

derives profi ts from her properties, 
which cover a huge area of London, as 
well as her investments in many over-
seas countries, including Australia.

Ruling out royal rule
Royalty still wields enormous 

political power here, as the ABC’s 
curtailment of the “Chasers”’ send-up 
of the royal wedding demonstrated. 
Prince Charles had declared he wanted 
the proud moment unspoiled by public 
satire. What nonsense! It wasn’t just 
a wedding, it was show-business on a 
monumental scale, and it was a very 
serious business affair, because of 
the feudal rule that on the death of 
a monarch the crown passes to the 
fi rst-born son, assumed to be Charles, 
or to the next child in line (sons in 
preference to daughters), i.e. William. 

But there’s another rub, because 
the current sovereign does not reign in 
accordance with this rule! According 
to historians, one former mediaeval 
queen gave birth to a fi rst-born son 
eleven months after her husband 
the King sailed off for a long war 
against France. The historians have 
identifi ed the man most likely to be 
the child’s real father, as well as the 
most likely genuine heir to the throne, 
a London-born Australian living in the 

NSW town of Jerilderie, who voted 
for Australia to become a republic in 
the referendum on that issue.

Quite apart from the enormous 
costs associated with vice-regal func-
tions and the entertainment of the 
royals on their numerous visits, the 
Australian constitution still enables 
the Governor-General, the Queen’s 
representative, to sack an elected 
government as it did in 1975.

The situation won’t be rectifi ed 
until Australia becomes a republic. 
Former Prime Minister John Howard, 
an ardent monarchist and arch 
manipulator of public opinion, split 
republican ranks by holding a refer-
endum on adopting a specifi c form of 
republic, rather than just asking voters 
whether they wanted a republic or not. 
Only 45 percent voted in favour of the 
proposal, which Howard interpreted 
as a fi nal defeat for republicanism.

But that’s just a stalling tactic. 
The struggle to throw off the burden 
imposed by the regal impostors will 
certainly prevail. To reword Blake’s 
fi nal lines in Jerusalem: 

We shall pursue the people’s rights,
We shall fulfi ll our valiant plan,
And we shall win, republicans,
Here in Australia’s wide brown land! 

Culture
&Lifeby

Peter Mac

Perth Raffle – Fantastic Prize
This great photograph by Cuban photographer Brayan Collazo is the 

first prize for the annual Australia Cuba Friendship Society Perth raffle 

for 2011. 

The raffle will be drawn on Saturday July 23, 2011 at the Santiago de 

Cuba Carnival to be held at Kulcha in Fremantle. A celebration has 

been organised with local band Latin Fusion at KULCHA from 8pm.

For more information visit: www.kulcha.com.au

or send us an email to: acfsperth@gmail.com 

Raffle tickets are $5 each. Get as many as you can to increase your 

chances of owning this fantastic prize. Get your raffle tickets early to 

avoid disappointment. All proceeds to go to support the oncology unit 

of Las Tunas provincial hospital in Cuba.
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May 27
LABOR JUST DOESN’T GET IT – IS IT POSSIBLE FOR 
THE ALP TO BE RESTORED AS A GENUINE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY?
Rodney Cavalier, former NSW Labor Minister, author Power Crisis – Self 
Destruction of a State Labor Party; 
Rick Kuhn, Prof, Political Science, ANU, co-author Labor's Confl ict – Big 
Business, Work, Politics & Class

June 3
COAL SEAM GAS MINING – AUSTRALIA’S “GASLAND”
Jeremy Buckingham, NSW Greens MP, Natural Resources & Primary 
Industry; 
Jacinta Green, Marine Biologist, UNSW, rep. Sydney Against CSG; 
Jess Moore, Stop CSG Illawarra

June 10
NO MEETING
Queens Birthday Weekend

June 17
THE SCANDAL OF BANGAROO – CORPORATE POWER & 
CORRUPT FORMER LABOR GOVERNMENT PROCESSES 
DESECRATING A KEY PUBLIC SPACE – WHAT CAN BE 
DONE?
Speakers from Australians for Sustainable Development: 
Jack Mundey, AO, lifetime political activist, 
John McInerney, Independent Councillor City of Sydney

June 24
DETENTION SYSTEM FOR REFUGEES – REPLACING A 
GROSS INJUSTICE
Sophie Peer, Refugee Council Australia; 
David Bitel, lawyer, past President Refugee Council Australia
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The Globalisation of  Poverty 
and the New World Order

Michel Chossudovsky
This is a second edition with valuable updates and additional chapters 
that not only deal with important economic questions but extremely well 
researched and revealing information on experiences in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, South-East Asia, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Latin America, the former 
Soviet Union and the Balkans. Michel Chossudovsky spent considerable 
time researching his topics, including extensive travels in many of the 
countries reported on. The part on the New World Order includes coverage 
of the dismantling of the welfare state, narrowing of the tax base, illusory 
independence of central banks and the crisis of the state. If you thought the 
The Global Economic Crisis – The Great Depression of the XXI Century 
(edited by Michel Chossudovsky and Anderw Gavin Marshall) was great, 
then wait until you read this one. An absolute must!
Publisher Global Research, paperback, 377 pages.

$30
plus 

$6 p&h

Poetry
We Are All From Somewhere Else. 

The Aboriginal people, the fi rst Australians, came by boat,
to settle a new land and make it their home.
Then came the English from far away in their ships,
laden with more human cargo of English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish.
Later South Sea Islanders were kidnapped and brought here by boat 
to work as slaves in plantations.
Then in the gold rush came the Chinese, North Americans as well as 
more British and other assorted peoples from various lands. 
After the Second World War came the Jews, Germans, Italians, Greeks, 
Cypriots, French, Maltese, eastern Europeans, Russians and even 
more English, Scottish, Welsh, Irish and others on more ships.  
After the Vietnam War came the Vietnamese also on boats.
And after wars and repression came the Arabs, Timorese, Turks,  
Latin Americans and more Chinese on ships and planes.
After further wars came the Afghans, Iraqis, Iranians, Sri Lankans
Africans and Burmese by boat and some by plane. 
Nobody ever wants to leave their homeland and become a refugee. 
People take to the sea from fear and fl ee, because their lives 
and that of their families are at risk.
Refugees come to Australia escaping war, oppression, poverty,  
and to seek work and a better life.
They need our help, love and compassion 
and deserve dignity and respect from those who are better off. 
From the earliest arrivals almost all came here by boat or ship. 
And the original white settlers came uninvited to this Aboriginal land. 
Remember, we are all foreigners here in this southern country.
We are all from somewhere else.

Steven Katsineris

Rob Gowland is on leave. This page will be 
devoted to poetry for the next few issues.

Sunday

It’s Sunday today
For the fi rst time today
They let me out in the sun
And for the fi rst time in my life
Amazed to fi nd the sky so far away
So blue
So huge

I stood there motionless.
Then full of awe I sat on the ground.
I pressed my back against the white wall.
No idle dreams at this moment
No struggle, no freedom, no wife.
The earth, the sun and myself……
I am happy
1938

Nazim Hikmet

DREAMERS

Soldiers are citizens in death’s grey land,
Drawing no dividend from time’s tomorrows.
In the great hour of destiny they stand,
Each with his feuds, and jealousies, and sorrows.
Soldiers are sworn to action; they must win
Some fl aming, fatal climax with their lives.
Soldiers are dreamers; when the guns begin
They think of fi relit homes, clean beds and wives.

I see them in foul dugouts, gnawed by rats,
And in the ruined trenches, lashed with rain,
Dreaming of things they did with balls and bats,
And mocked by hopeless longing to regain
Bank holidays, picture shows, and spats,
And going to t he offi ce in the train.

Siegfried Sassoon

Craiglockhart 1917
Published in the hospital paper, The Hydra, September 1
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Elmer Labog: I came over to Australia on 
the invitation of the communication workers’ 
union, the CEPU, to deliver a talk with regard 
to the organising of workers in Australia, to 
share our experiences in terms of organising 
Filipino workers as well as to come out with 
common action against the exploitation the 457 
visa workers*. I think this is a great opportunity 
to discuss about the attacks of US imperialism, 
especially the imposition of neo-liberal policies 
that do not only wreak havoc on the lives of 
workers but affect the lives of the majority of 
the population, both in the developing coun-
tries as well as developed countries, including 
Australia. Those are the main objectives of my 
trip to Australia.

Guardian: Are people in the Philippines 
aware of the abuse of type 457 visa holders in 
workplaces in Australia?

EL: Sadly, it’s not public knowledge in the 
Philippines that 457 workers are being exploited 
by the capitalists in Australia by giving them 
wages that are much lower in terms of the 
Australian standard. But they are still much 
higher than those that are being received in the 
Philippines so there is a need to really educate 
the working people both in the Philippines and 
in Australia in order to form joint solidarity for 
action against this exploitation.

We understand the reason why more than 
4,000 workers migrate to other countries per 
day. It’s because of low wages and the scarcity 
of decent jobs back home. At the same time, 
although they receive much higher wages com-
pared to Filipinos in the Philippines, workers 
going to Australia are exploited in a manner 
where they are being given wages that are much 
lower than their Australian counterparts and in 
the long run leading to the reduction of the exist-
ing wage levels of Australian workers. Thereby, 
it would be a double exploitation of Filipinos 
(as well as other guest workers) and Australian 
workers in general. It is very important that we 
create stronger solidarity links between Filipino 
and Australian workers to have joint action this 
double exploitation under the 457 visas.

G: Are Filipino workers in that situation 
fi nding much solidarity from Australian workers 
and Australian unions?

EL: Yes. For quite a long time we’ve had 
relations with various unions in Australia, 
especially during the period of imposition of 
martial law in the Philippines. Various unions 
and the ACTU protested very strongly against 
the Marcos martial law regime, especially the 
killing and jailing of Filipino workers at that 

time. This has continued to the present under 
President Arroyo and now President Aquino and 
we hope to reciprocate the help we are getting 
from our co-workers in Australia by demonstrat-
ing against the attacks on Australian workers.

On one occasion when the MUA had their 
dispute we rallied at the Australian embassy in 
Manila as a way of showing concrete solidarity 
with our co-workers in Australia. So we will 
continue such moves, especially with the ongo-
ing attack of US imperialism on all workers of 
the world. It is really imperative that we build 
stronger relations of solidarity not only between 
Filipino and Australian workers but also with all 
workers around the globe, wherever they are, 
and to educate our co-workers with regard to the 
struggle against US imperialism. It should not 
just be left at the struggle on economic issues. 
We have to elevate the struggle to a political 
level, especially the fi ght against the onslaught 
of US imperialism on workers’ rights.

G: Could you describe the major campaigns 
of the KMU in the Philippines at the moment?

EL: The focus of our struggle now is to fi ght 
for increased wages to a reasonable level. The 
wages of workers in the Philippines are very 
low but the price of gasoline, for example, keeps 
on rising almost twice a week. This is because 
deregulation has allowed the oil companies to 
increase the price of oil at their discretion and 
arbitrarily. This is the struggle of the workers 
in the government and the private sector now 
to fi ght for higher wages. Recently the govern-
ment of Mr Aquino responded to this demand 
of the workers by increasing the cost of living 
allowance by 22 pesos for Metro Manila work-
ers. This is roughly equivalent to 50 Australian 
cents. The cost of living now is equivalent to 
roughly $A9 a day now in Metro Manila but the 
minimum wage is only equivalent to $A3 a day.

If you go further away from Metro Manila, 
this wage level is greatly reduced but this 
doesn’t necessarily mean the cost of living in 
the provinces is lower. It’s actually much higher 
because the price of gasoline is much higher 
compared to the Metro Manila region. So we 
are demanding that the wage increase should 
be implemented on a national level and not to 
divide the wages of workers based on regions.

This is very divisive in terms of the unity 
of workers and the joint struggle of workers. 
We had initially been able to mobilise 25,000 
workers last May Day and I think this is a good 
start to sustain the struggle in the coming months 
of this year. We intend, as a response to the high 
price of gasoline, to wage a national transport 

strike on May 31 in order to call a stop to the 
unrelenting increase in the price of oil and to 
jam the value added tax, which is embedded in 
the price of gasoline.

These are our immediate goals but strategi-
cally we fi ght for the implementation of a genu-
ine land reform program coupled with national 
industrialisation. This is because the majority of 
the working population in the Philippines are 
peasants or farmers and without the liberation 
of this class there will be no purchasing power 
for the majority of Filipinos. Without a genuine 
land reform in place, there will be no national 
industrialisation.

It is really very important that these twin 
demands of the progressive movement in the 
Philippines should be implemented in order to 
affect genuine change in Filipino society. This 
is our long struggle. This is the strategic goal 
not only of the workers in the Philippines, not 
only of the peasants, it is the goal of the entire 
people to effect real change in Philippine soci-
ety with this twin demand of land reform and 
genuine industrialisation.

G: What is the situation of the political left 
at the electoral level? Are there possibilities to 
bring about change in the balance of political 
forces through this process?

EL: No. In the traditional politicking of 
the Philippines you need the three Gs in order 
to win elections. This means you have to 
have gold, you have to have goons and guns. 
Organisations like ours don’t have these ele-
ments. So the question as to whether we could 
challenge the existing traditional parties, it is 
simply out of the question. But we are able to 
fi eld our own candidates and have a chance in 
the political arena.

We were able to vote into offi ce nine rep-
resentatives of the various party lists – we call 

it the party list system – and the parliament has 
been a very important arena to expose the issues 
besetting the Filipino people and a platform 
to air our demands. I think this is the more 
important value of taking part in the elections. 
Although we do not have the illusion that we 
can topple the present dispensation through 
elections, especially with the requirement of the 
three Gs, we are able to situate our candidates 
in a very strategic position in parliament where 
they can join with members of other parties on 
specifi c issues.

Like the reduction of the price of oil, the 
junking of the law that allows big multinational 
corporations to increase their prices at their will 
and other issues like the attainment of a genuine 
land reform program, the nationalisation of 
industries and the fi ght against US imperialism. 
This, more or less, is the purpose of us joining 
in traditional elections in the Philippines.

G: Is there any other message you’d like to 
pass onto our readers?

EL: Yes, I am very thankful to the Australian 
workers for having supported us through many 
years of struggle and we hope this brotherhood 
and comradeship will continue in the years to 
come in order to affect real changes, genuine 
changes not only in the Philippines, not only 
in Australia but the world over. This can only 
be attained by a struggle to defeat imperialism 
and the struggle for the attainment of socialism.
*Type 457 visas are issued to foreign 
workers by the Australian immigration 
authorities. The visa allows these workers 
to be engaged for a fixed time in sectors 
deemed to be suffering a skills shortage. 
Unions warned they would be used to 
undermine local rates of pay, lead to sham 
contract arrangements and the super-
exploitation of guest workers. 

Elmer “Kabong” Labog toasting the 1500th milestone.

The KMU’s Elmer Labog
Strengthening the ties of solidarity
Elmer “Kabong” Labog is the youngest person ever elected as chairperson of the Kilusang Mayo Uno – 
the Philippines’ May First Trade Union movement. The KMU is an independent, militant trade union centre 
founded in the dark days of martial law under President Marcos on May 1, 1980. It now has a membership 
of around 250,000 spread across the country and includes industrial, service and agricultural workers. 
Elmer came from a background of student activism and militant trade unionism. Bob Briton of The 
Guardian interviewed him when he attended the Adelaide function to celebrate the 1500th issue of the 
CPA’s paper. He started by asking the overseas visitor what brings him to Australia.

“Strategically we fight for 
the implementation of a genuine land reform program 
coupled with national industrialisation.”


