
Anna Pha

The main theme, or more correctly spin, of 
Treasurer Wayne Swan’s budget speech is 
“to put opportunities that fl ow from a strong 
economy within reach of more Australians.” 
The “strong economy” referred to is the 
mining sector. Australia’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) – an overall measure of the 
growth of the economy – might look good, 
but it hides the reality that most other key 
areas of the economy including manufactur-
ing, tourism and retail are recessed. At a 
time when the rest of Australia requires an 
expansionary budget, the government the 
government responds with harsh austerity 
measures, not seen since the early years of 
the Howard government.

There is little cheer for the millions of 
Australians struggling to put food on the table, 
pay medical bills, or keep a roof over their 
heads. It is a contractionary and cruel budget in 
which the nation’s fortunes are left to the whims 
of the “markets” – the private sector.

The budget rides perilously on the back 
of China’s development at the same time as 
Australia plays a central role in the US’s aggres-
sive build-up and military exercises in the Asian 
region which are aimed at China (see “Talking 
business, beating war drums”, The Guardian, 
04/05/2011). The government ignores the fact 
that China is moving to decrease its reliance 
on Australia. It also fails to recognise that the 
Chinese economy, now heavily integrated into 
the global economy, could have setbacks.

Privatisation
Swan boasts, “We are on track for surplus 

in 2012-13, on time, as promised ... .” The 
hasty restoration of a budget surplus provides 
the excuse and means of taking the govern-
ment’s next steps in privatising public services 
and winding back the so-called welfare state. 
Its timing, on the eve of the next election, is 
political with the aim of countering Coalition 
claims that Labor are poor economic managers.

The government and capitalist commentators 
in the mass media argue that government debt 
“crowds out” the private sector.

But it is the public sector that is being 
“crowded out” by the massive budget cuts 
and the failure to increase spending on public 
services and social welfare. So too every cut in 
corporate taxes, every extra government subsidy 
to the private sector means less money for vital 
public services. Privatisation, whether by direct 
sell-off (eg Commonwealth Bank, Qantas, 
Telstra) or by stealth such as the “education 
revolution” or Australia Post’s contracting out 
and sell-off of post offi ces is also “crowding 
out” the public sector. The agenda is privatisa-
tion by stealth.

It is time the private sector was crowded out! 
Look at the mess it has made – the most recent 

global fi nancial and economic crises, the housing 
crisis, high unemployment, climate change, etc.

There is nothing wrong with a budget sur-
plus in itself. The issue is what use it is put to 
and whether the debt is manageable. Expenditure 
on public health, education, transport and wel-
fare is highly desirable and affordable – failure 
to do so is not based on economics but on the 
neo-liberal (economic rationalist) ideology of 
privatisation and deregulation.

The Treasurer boasts “our public debt is 
a tiny fraction of that carried by comparable 
economies, our fi scal position the envy of the 
developed world. An investment boom is gather-
ing pace ... .” It says something about capital-
ism that in times of such a “strong economy” 
the government responds with harsh austerity 
measures that hit the least well off. We are in a 
position to carry budget defi cits.

Wealth not being shared
The budget makes no provisions for the 

rest of Australia to share the fortunes of the 
big mining corporations. Yet these resources, 
as the government admits, belong to the people 
of Australia. They are being plundered and the 
profi ts mostly sent offshore. The government has 
not backed off its plans to effectively abolish 
royalty payments which are based on volumes 
extracted. The now watered down and renamed 
mining super profi ts tax is a joke. It is based on 
the rate of profi t (not volume mined) which is 
easily cooked. It does not provide for the fruits 
of “the strong economy” to be shared with the 
rest of Australia.

“Mining investment will rise to around eight 
times the level preceding the boom to $76 billion 
in 2011-12, underpinned by the highest sustained 
terms of trade in 140 years.” The investment 
will be by the heavily (taxpayer) subsidised 
private sector. There is no rational planning for 
the extraction of these non-renewable resources.

The government should be opening any new 
mines. They should be owned by the people 
and the profi ts fl ow back into the public purse 
to increase social spending, infrastructure, etc. 
Then the government could honestly claim 
the wealth is being shared with the people of 
Australia.

The unemployment con
Government fi gures claiming unemployment 

is just under fi ve percent are a lie. They are 
based on a system that calls someone who had 
one hour’s paid work in the previous couple of 
weeks employed! The true unemployment rate 
when underemployment is taken into consider-
ation is closer to 10 percent.

It is scandalous that successive governments 
have failed to take the necessary measures to 
meet skill shortages. University and TAFE 
fees, privatisation, lack of affordable childcare, 
inadequate income support for students and too 
few training places have all contributed to the 

present skilled labour shortage. The budget fails 
to address these causes. Instead, skills shortages 
are used as an excuse to bring in thousands of 
457 visa workers with the aim of providing 
the mining and other corporations with cheap, 
compliant (cop it sweet or be deported), non-
union labour. Quite rightly the trade unions have 
raised concerns over these plans.

Close to $2 billion is allocated for skills 
training but more than $1.6 billion of this will 
be redirected from another scheme. This is the 
pattern of many other areas of the budget. Many 
of the cuts are in the next two years, whereas 
much of the “new” spending on programs kicks 
in over the next four to fi ve years.

Sleight of hand
In the health area, Swan allocates fund-

ing of $717 million over fi ve years that will 
“expand access to diagnostic imaging services 
and make new medicines and immunisations 
more affordable.” He doesn’t mention the cuts 
in the pharmaceutical benefi ts scheme (PBS) and 
virtual freeze on the addition of new life-saving 
medications (see Guardian Editorial 20/4/2011 
for details).

The allocation of $1.5 billion for new and 
long overdue initiatives in mental health over 
the next fi ve years is very welcome. But just 

over one third of the funding is being taken 
from another important, primary area of mental 
health   Medicare refunds for consultations with 
psychologists under the Better Access scheme.

The Greens succeeded in gaining a small 
step towards increasing public dental services. 
The government has backed off earlier com-
mitments for its Denticare scheme and is still 
persisting with its attempts to abolish a Howard 
scheme which gives people with chronic illness 
access to Medicare refunds for dental services.

The cruellest budget measures are in the 
welfare sector where the program of income 
management, first trialled on Indigenous 
Australians, will be further extended into non-
Indigenous areas. Welfare recipients will be 
hit by even harsher participation requirements, 
in particular disability support pensioners and 
unemployed youth.

Public education needs more resources and 
teachers. Instead, the government is boosting 
spending on school chaplains by $222 million 
in 1,000 more schools and allocating $425 mil-
lion for bonuses for “best teachers”. The teacher 
bonus system is based on competition between 
teachers and undermines the collaborative and 
cooperative way in which teachers work. Neither 
parents nor teachers support it.

Continued on page 4

Treasurer Wayne Swan delivers his Budget speech.
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PRESS FUND
Keen to score “green” votes, the former NSW ALP government 
introduced a scheme for households to receive a rebate for solar 
power they generated. However, coal mining corporations bitterly 
oppose competition from renewable energy, so when the scheme 
proved highly successful the government hastily declared it “over-
generous”, and announced they would slash the rebate for new 
applicants. Using retrospective legislation the new Liberal/National 
government has now done so for all 110,000 participants, and has 
closed the scheme to new applicants. You can follow this ongoing 
saga of political corruption in The Guardian, but we still need 
your Press Fund contribution for the next issue. All contributions 
received this month will go into a draw for a $100 CPA bookshop 
voucher! Many thanks to those who contributed so generously for 
the 1500th Guardian edition, as follows:
Raymond Gillespie $20, Graham (Blue Mountains) $50, 
Max Hunt $500, Nancy Herrera $30, Elizabeth Kourtis $100, 
Ian MacCauley $50, Charly Marbani $15, P O Pagliaca $40, 
“Round Figure” $15, Mark Windows $10.
This week’s total: $830 Progressive total: $2,880

Labor’s core values
The Australian Labor Party (ALP) was formed by the trade union 

movement following sharp struggles during the last decade of the 
19th century in which they suffered heavy losses. By establishing a 
party of their own, they saw it giving the working class a voice in 
parliament and with it a means to counter the employers and bring 
greater justness and equity to the capitalist system. Like other social 
democrat parties that were formed in that period, it was never a 
revolutionary party. It was a party of reform within the system of 
capitalism, claiming to rule for all Australians.

Over the decades the term social democrat became synonymous 
with opportunism and reformism, the delivery of reforms refl ecting 
the strength of organised labour and the economic capacity of capital 
to make concessions.

In government, over decades they sought reforms that would 
improve the lot of working people but never sought to use their 
power in government to organise the working class and launch an 
offensive against the system of capitalism.

A number of readers have commented on a letter from Labor 
prime minister Gough Whitlam to the Socialist Party of Australia, 
republished in last week’s special 1500th issue of The Guardian 
(11/5/2011). They were surprised by the position he took on US bases 
and foreign policy. They were also interested in the many progressive 
Labor reforms of that period. The position of the Whitlam govern-
ment in the early to mid-1970s is in stark contrast to that of Labor 
governments that followed.

The contrast between the Gillard and Whitlam governments 
highlights the signifi cant transformations in social democracy over 
the past century. The requirements of the capitalist system result-
ing from the global expansion and domination of monopoly capital 
– commonly referred to as globalisation – have changed. They are 
expressed through neo-liberalism. The capitalist system claims it 
cannot afford the social concessions won by the organised working 
class in past decades.

Social democracy, including the ALP, adjusted its policies to meet 
the requirements of monopoly capital. The Hawke Labor government 
was the fi rst to take up neo-liberalism (economic rationalism) and 
begin winding back past social and economic reforms. Bit by bit 
fi nancial and economic deregulation, competition policy, privatisation 
and the attacks on trade union and democratic rights have taken 
their toll.

The membership of the ALP was predominantly working class. The 
party took for granted the vote of the working class – no way would 
they vote for the Liberal Party. This has changed. The working class 
has left “its party” in droves. Many traditional Labor voters turned 
to the Coalition for the fi rst time in the last federal elections and in 
the most recent NSW elections punished the ALP with a vengeance. 
They can longer be taken for granted.

Now Labor is attempting to win back the working class vote. 
This was evident in a speech given by Prime Minister Julia Gillard 
to the Sydney Institute on April 13. She drew on what she calls core 
“Labor values”. She was not talking about organising workers in 
trade unions, fi ghting for better working conditions and higher wages 
or improving job security. Quite the contrary.

The reference is a cynical and dishonest attempt to equate her 
attack on progressive reforms of past Labor eras with basic work-
ing class values of equity and social justice. Gillard’s values are not 
working class values.

Gillard, preparing the way for throwing tens of thousands of the 
most vulnerable people into the arms of philanthropists and unscru-
pulous exploitative employers, cynically said that “everyone who can 
work should work ...” It is the old “dole bludger” line reworded by 
her spin doctors to sound as though it is about fairness.

Treasurer Wayne Swan trotted out a similar line in the federal 
budget last week saying, “We believe in the Australian promise; that 
if you work hard, you won’t be left behind.” His speech was riddled 
with rhetoric about equity and opportunity – an appeal to “the bat-
tlers” in Labor’s former heartlands. The policy actions did not match 
the fi ne-sounding rhetoric.

Oz 2 Gaza
Gaza Freedom Flotilla 2 sailing in June
Friends, Freedom Flotilla 2 to break the siege of Gaza 
will leave in June, just over a year after last year’s 
historic fl otilla when Israeli forces, in an act of piracy, 
illegally boarded the boats in international waters. 
They murdered 9 Turkish peace activists on the Mavi 
Marmara, seriously injured many more on other 
boats, impounded the boats with the humanitarian 
aid and seized all electronic equipment so that only 
the Israeli version of events hit the media for the 
fi rst vital 72 hours.

The Sydney-based Gaza Freedom Flotilla Working 
Group has partnered with the Canadian boat to Gaza 
on the basis that the number of places allocated to the 
Australian contingent will be in proportion to the money 
contributed. The Canadians have purchased a boat with 
capacity for 50 delegates. Our goal is $40,000 which will 
entitle us to four places.

The Australian delegates have been selected.  In all, 
there were six applicants of whom three will defi nitely 
go. They are Sylvia Hale, former Greens MLC of the 
NSW Parliament, Vivienne Porzsolt of Jews against the 
Occupation, Sydney and Alex Whorssam. If we reach our 
goal of $40,000, we will be able to send one more as part 

of the specifi cally Australian delegation. It is also possible 
that there will be places for individuals on other boats.

We have raised nearly $28,000 already and still need 
just under $12,000 to get us over the line of our initial 
commitment. With your help, we can do it!

To those of you who have already been so generous, 
we ask you to really promote the Freedom Flotilla to your 
networks. Urge them to contribute to the Australian pres-
ence in this historic action to free Gaza. 

To those of you who have yet to make a donation, 
please do! But time is of the essence! Just one month! 
Please help us over this line! Here are the details:
Bendigo Bank 
Palestine Relief Fund Inc, 
BSB: 633 108; a/c no:141120758; 
PLEASE PUT NAME IN REFERENCE. Email 
gffausgroup@gmail.com with contact details and 
amount sent.
Postal address
Palestine Relief Fund Inc
PO Box 542 Leichhardt 2040
Check out our Facebook page http://www.
facebook.com/group.php?gid=127042173984253

Australian Arms Trade 
with Israel condemned
Part of the Nakba (catastrophe) 
commemorations for the Palestine 
people was brought close to home 
in Sydney last Friday outside 
the Defence Department.  A well 
attended and noisy demonstra-
tion called on the Australian 
government to reverse its support 
for Israeli arms manufacturers. 
We buy armoured vehicles and 
unmanned aircraft from Israel 
along with other items. The stance 

that the protesters took is that 
Australia should not deal with a 
country that openly fl outs dozens 
of UN resolutions and implements 
apartheid policies.

Speakers called on all present to 
see these Israeli military relations in 
the context of Australia’s massive 
military expenditure and called on 
all activists to push back against the 
military in our society. In decreas-
ing our military expenditure from 

all sources and particularly from 
Israel we can contribute to the 
eventual freedom of the Palestinian 
people.  Australia’s present policy 
encourages and facilitates Israeli 
aggression.

We note with sadness that 
the Israeli military have killed 12 
Palestinians in Nakba events (May 
16) on the borders of Syria and 
Lebanon and condemn this use of 
deadly force. 

Best Wishes
I noticed from the internet 
“Guardian” that there is a celebra-
tion at the Sempahore Workers 
Club on May 16 for the 1500th 
issue of the Guardian.

As a former President of Unions 
SA, former Secretary of Actors 
Equity and MEAA and a former City 
Councillor in Port Adelaide I would 
like to pass on my good wishes for 
the 1500th edition of the paper. It is 
no mean feat to keep it going for so 

long and there were many disputes 
and community actions over the years 
that the Guardian was instrumental in 
supporting and reporting. I remember 
visits from Peter Symon and Anna Pha 
on more than one occasion ensuring 
that there was the greatest possible 
understanding of the situation current 
at the time.

I have been continuing my 
work as a trade unionist in London 
as Assistant General Secretary of 

Equity UK for the last few years 
but I have not forgotten the role The 
Guardian played in so many struggles 
in South Australia. In a personal 
capacity I wish you a very successful 
1500th edition and every success in 
growing and developing the paper in 
the years to come.

In solidarity,
Stephen Spence

Greeting from Communist Party 
of Australia (Marxist-Leninist)
On behalf of the Communist Party 
of Australia (Marxist-Leninist) 
please allow me to extend our 
congratulations on the publica-
tion of the 1500th edition of your 

newspaper, The Guardian.
The Guardian opposes US impe-

rialism, supports Australian indepen-
dence, publicises and promotes the 
struggles of the Australian and world 

peoples for democracy and justice, 
and advances a socialist vision for 
the future of our country. We look 
forward to further cooperation in the 
advancement of these ideals. 
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Bob Briton

The ritual is well established. 
Leaks, media rumours and 
doorstop interviews with senior 
politicians prepare the public for 
a “tough” federal budget. The 
tabloids forecast “horror” cutbacks 
for good measure. The second 
Tuesday in May comes and goes 
and the consensus in the system-
serving media is almost inevitably 
that it wasn’t so bad after all. Some 
right-wing columnists chime in that 
it wasn’t tough enough – that too 
much is still spent on welfare and 
too little on meeting the insatiable 
needs of business. The 2011-12 
budget was one of those but low-
income earners and recipients 
of welfare payments will not be 
feeling the heavily promoted sense 
of relief.

The writing was on the wall. 
Gillard’s speech to the Sydney 
Institute last month concerning “The 
Dignity of Work” made it clear her 
government will continue to peddle 
the myth that the major reason there 
are half a million Australians on 
unemployment benefi ts is that they 
simply refuse to take up opportunities. 

The same goes for the even greater 
number on the Disability Support 
Pension. Single parents, youth and 
those living in severely disadvan-
taged communities will also be prime 
objects for the government’s “tough 
love” this year.

Single parents whose young-
est child turns eight will be forced 
off the parenting benefi t and onto 
Newstart – a drop in weekly income 
of $56. “With the OECD estimating 
that two thirds of children of single 
parents on income support are living 
in poverty, ... this is retrogressive, and 
should be reversed. Parents need sup-
port to address barriers to paid work, 
but not cuts to basic income to meet 
their families’ needs,” Dr Cassandra 
Goldie of the Australian Council of 
Social Service said.

The minimum age for eligibility 
for Newstart is to be pushed up to 
21years. Young people without jobs 
will be forced onto Youth Allowance 
– a cut in income of $43 a week. The 
long-term unemployed (those out of 
work for more than two years) will be 
forced to participate in the humiliat-
ingly labelled “Work for the Dole” 
scheme for 11 months out of 12 or 
get booted off benefi ts.

Most unemployed will be obliged 
to attend compulsory interviews 
to plan the “transition” to the jobs 
supposedly just waiting to be fi lled. 
Employers will receive $6,000 from 
the government over six months for 
taking on a long-term unemployed 
person. The biggest “carrots” by far 
in the budget are going to employers.

The budget papers noted that only 
nine percent of Disability Support 
Pension (DSP) recipients are cur-
rently deriving any income from 
paid work even though only four per 
cent are “manifestly disabled”. The 
government concludes, therefore, that 
people with disabilities are workshy. 
As punishment, new claimants for 
the pension will have to spend 18 
months on Newstart trying to get a 
job before qualifying for the DSP. 

That’s a reduction of income of $128 
per week compared to the current 
arrangements. DSP recipients under 
35 years and deemed to able to work 
eight hours a week will be forced to 
seek employment or be struck off 
benefi ts.

Ten communities across the coun-
try, like Logan in Queensland and 
Kwinana in WA, are to be targeted for 
trials of Tony Abbott’s style of “tough 
love”. Parents on benefi ts could have 
benefi ts suspended for 13 weeks if 
their children persistently miss school. 
As if that will fi x the problem! Those 
reported to child protection authorities 
will have 70 percent of their benefi ts 
“income managed”. A stigma-bearing 
Basics Card will be issued.

Of course, the government is 
keen to point to the “sweeteners” 

contained in the budget. People on 
benefi ts will be able to work longer 
in paid employment before having 
their government payments docked. 
The Commonwealth is spending $558 
million for training with a package 
designed to make vocational educa-
tion and training more “fl exible”. 
This is code for expanding the role 
of private providers at the expense 
of the public TAFE system. States are 
to be blackmailed into accepting the 
“reforms” or miss out on the funding.

This is a win/win budget for 
private enterprise. Single parents, 
the unemployed and people with 
disabilities are to be forced into jobs 
in the lowly paid slow lane of the 
economy forcing wages in that sec-
tor even lower. Training supposedly 
designed to ease this transition will 
open up new business opportunities 
at the expense of the public sector.

“It’s rather feeble when the people 
who can afford it the least have to 
help fi x the budget defi cit,” Sole 
Parents’ Union president Kathleen 
Swinbourne said. Anger is growing. 
The Gillard government’s approval 
rating has slumped in the wake of 
the budget and protests are scheduled 
against the combined effects of state 
and federal government policies on 
communities. Australia hasn’t been 
spared the effects of the global capi-
talist economic crisis. Workers and 
the disadvantaged did not cause this 
downturn and the battle is on to make 
sure the people are not going to be 
made to pay for it. 

2011-12 Budget

When giving is taking away

Pete’s Corner

Top seller competition
As part of the celebration of the 1,500th issue of the paper The Guardian is 

holding a competition with a prize of a $100 voucher from the CPA Book Shop. 

All you have to do is sell as many copies of The Guardian as you can during the 

month of May – issues published on May 2, 9, 16 & 23. One point will be awarded 

on the following basis: 1 point for every paper sold, 2 points for each new 3-month 

subscription, 5 points for each new 6-month subscription, 10 points for each new 

12-month subscription. (See page 11 for subscription details)

Send in your receipts from your local Branch Treasurer or send the money from 

your sales with details direct to: 

Top Seller, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2047

The closing date for entries is Wednesday June 15. Please include your phone 

number or email address with your entry. Additional copies of The Guardian may 

be obtained from local Party organisations or by phoning 02 969 9884 or emailing 

info@cpa.org.au

“It’s rather feeble when the people 
who can afford it the least have to 
help fix the budget deficit.”

Sydney

Join the fight for equal pay
Rally and March

June 8, Hyde Park South, 12 noon

On May 16, Fair Work Australia said 

“Yes to Equal Pay” 
for social and community service workers

But it delayed making a decision on wage increases

Fair Work Australia has found that social and community service 
(SACS) workers are not receiving equal pay and that a signifi cant 

cause of the pay gap is because of gender.

The decision makes it even more important that pressure 
is maintained on Fair Work Australia and state and federal 

governments to deliver equal pay.

To read Fair Work Australia’s decision go to:
htt p://www.fwa.gov.au/sites/remunerati on/

decisions/2011fwafb 2700.htm#P1384_193791

For campaign events go to:
www.payup.org.au/more_info/

CPA Melbourne Offi ce
The CPA offi  ce in Melbourne will be open on Wednesdays 

and Thursdays from 12.00 pm to 3.00 pm. 

Come in for a chat. Books and Party publicati ons also available.

Room 0 Trades Hall, Lygon St, Carlton

03 9639 1550
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Justice arrives belatedly in 
prison van death case
Richard Titelius

A Worksafe prosecution in the 
Perth Magistrates Courts has 
attracted pleas of guilty from 
the principal parties in the death 
of Aboriginal elder Mr Ward 
in January 2008. This follows a 
number of enquiries and an exten-
sive though not exhaustive coronial 
inquest determined that actions 
by the Department of Corrections 
and the private prison operator 
G4S (then AIMS) contributed to 
this tragic and avoidable incident.

The Department of Corrective 
Services and the contractor G4S have 
pleaded guilty to failing to ensure a 
person in its care was not exposed to 
hazards – in this case the breakdown 
of the air conditioning in the prison 
transport van which caused Mr Ward 
to die from heat stroke as he was 
being transported from Laverton to 
Kalgoorlie.

The offending organisations will 
be sentenced in regard to their pleas 
and submissions as to penalty later 
this month.

In the meantime the Deaths in 
Custody Watch Committee Deputy 
Chairman Marc Newhouse said that 
the Director of Public Prosecutions 
needed to act.

Newhouse said, “Criminal 
charges should be laid and the mat-
ter determined by a court as to the 
criminal culpability as to the actions 
of the individuals and corpora-
tions involved”. This includes the 
Department of Corrective Services 

who managed the contract for the 
transport of prisoners within the WA 
prison system.

In a separate but related matter, 
the government later the same day 
released details of the successful ten-
der for the contract of prison services 
which many people in the community 
hoped would be returned in house 
and run by the public service where 
there would be greater transparency 
and accountability.

The decision by the government 
to replace the G4S with another pri-
vate contractor, SERCO, has angered 
many sectors of the community 
including prison offi cers, refugee 
rights groups, Deaths in Custody 
Watch Committee members and 
Unions WA, United Voice and the 
Community and Public Sector Union/
Civil Service Association.

The government has retained the 
services of G4S to run the court secu-
rity services at the Perth Magistrates 
Courts and the Perth District Building 
as these are the subject of another 
nod to capitalism, a Public Private 
Partnership with Western Liberty 
Group. Court security for the remain-
ing metropolitan and regional courts 
will be run by SERCO.

Refugee Rights and human rights 
groups in particular have been critical 
of SERCO which runs all 24 immi-
gration detention centres in Australia, 
including the notorious Christmas 
Island facility, Villawood, Curtin 
in the Kimberley region of WA and 
Laverton in the northeast Goldfi elds 
where Mr Ward began his ill fated 

journey which led to his death in 
custody.

The union which covers most 
workers in public hospitals in WA 
has its own concerns with SERCO 
which the WA Liberal government of 
Colin Barnett would like to have run 
31 services at the new Fiona Stanley 
Hospital in Perth’s southern suburbs.  

Like prison transport services, pri-
vate prisons and court security, once 
the Fiona Stanley Hospital is operat-
ing like a private corporation instead 
of a public service, it will be run with 
the purpose of making a profi t. This 
means cutting costs including workers 
wages and rationalising services so 

that money making is optimised over 
the needs of people’s health.

The same is set to occur with 
prison transport and court security 
if the performance of privately run 
prisons such as Acacia which is run by 
SERCO is any guide. Concerns have 
already been expressed by Deaths in 
Custody Watch Committee. Marc 
Newhouse says that a proposal by the 
government to privatise parole ser-
vices could see an increased running 
of the justice system by corporations 
and non-government organisations.

The work of the Inspector of 
Custodial Services will certainly be 
on the increase and it is hoped that 

resources will be matched to this 
important watchdog to ensure that 
prisoner rights are maintained as 
well as their obligation to rehabilitate 
people back into the community.

As we have seen with the death 
of Mr Ward and the admission by 
the state that it failed in its duty of 
care to him, are we going to see an 
improvement in outcomes in the 
transport, care and rehabilitation 
of prisoners? Or are we going to 
see the logic of capital increasingly 
pervade the way our prisons are run 
and profi ts put ahead of the care 
of prisoners and asylum seekers 
detained in custody? 

Members of Mr Ward’s family.

Continued from page 1

This additional spending is 
being more than funded by cuts to 
other programs such as the build-
ing of trade training centres in high 
schools and the Digital Education 
Revolution project.

In his 2010-11 budget speech, 
Swan emphasised investment in 
renewable energy as one of the key 
budgetary aims. Since then the gov-
ernment has quietly pulled back on 
its few limited measures to address 
climate change, leaving it all to the 
private sector through an emissions 
trading system. The 2011-12 budget 
continues this process. His budget 
speech makes no mention of the 
environment, of climate change, 
let alone any serious measures to 
address these issues.

The cutbacks in environmental 
programs will be used to assist the 
private sector in exploring for sites 
to store carbon underground. The 

coal mining corporations win again 
– at the expense of the planet. The 
transport initiatives focus on coal 
not public transport. There is a 30 
percent cut to heritage spending.

Indigenous Australians failed 
to gain even a token mention in the 
budget speech.

Military gets 
all it can handle

Defence allocations have 
always been a sacred cow. Over 
recent budgets there have been 
massive injections of funding to 
expand Australia’s role as US 
deputy sheriff and further integrate 
Australia in the US military. The 
headlines for the 2011-12 budget 
suggest that even the military are 
copping cuts of $2.7 billion over 
four years. Not quite true. It is the 
previously forecast increases that 
have been reduced over those years. 

They have been deferred, in part 
because the military are in such a 
mess they cannot spend the money 
at the rate the government is throw-
ing it at them. They are embar-
rassingly returning $1.7 billion of 
unspent funds from last year!

Spending on military operations 
in Afghanistan, East Timor and the 
Solomon Islands will increase by 
$1.1 billion next fi nancial year – an 
increase of more than 100 percent.

Foreign aid hoax
A quick glance at the budget 

fi gures suggests that foreign aid 
will rise by almost half a billion 
dollars next fi nancial year. A closer 
examination reveals that much of 
this increase will be used by the 
Australian Federal Police, off-
shore immigration processing and 
in assisting Indonesia to prevent 
“people smuggling”.

While the government is getting 

even tougher and crueller in its 
treatment of asylum seekers who 
arrive by boat, ASIO will save 
money by cutting back on secu-
rity checks of visa applicants who 
arrive by plane!

As far as rural and regional 
Australia are concerned, inde-
pendents Tony Windsor and Rob 
Oakeshott achieved more than the 
National Party would have got out 
of a Coalition government. This is 
in accordance with their agreement 
to support Labor. It is one of the 
few areas receiving signifi cant extra 
funding. That is not to say it in any 
way meets the needs of rural and 
regional areas for jobs, education, 
health services or infrastructure. It 
is a start in the right direction.

Big business winners
The budget is really all about 

the private sector. It is littered with 
tax concessions for the corporate 
sector and of course the next round 
of corporate tax cuts will go ahead.

The welfare and other cuts are 
only a small part of the story; the 
budget fails even more for what it 
does not do to address the pressing 
needs of the overall economy and 
Australian people.

Where is the money for equal 
pay in the community sector? 
Where is the extra assistance for 
full-time carers, for those with 
severe disabilities? Where are the 
programs for public transport, for 
the research and development of 

renewal energy? Where is the fund-
ing for public hospitals, for public 
housing? The answer to these ques-
tions is there isn’t.

Treasurer Wayne Swan told the 
National Press Club in Canberra 
on May 14, 2010: “The [2010-11] 
Budget assumes the biggest trans-
formation of the role and responsi-
bilities of the federal government, 
in the pattern of our federation, 
for well over sixty years.” He was 
right.

That budget built on the process 
of destroying the so-called “welfare 
state” and a radical overhaul of the 
role of government commenced 
by previous Howard, Keating and 
Hawke governments.

It involves a gradual shift from 
the state taking responsibility for 
the collective well-being of society 
to one of individual self-provision 
and reliance on dog-eat-dog market 
forces. There is greater emphasis 
on the involvement of the private 
sector and privatisation. Universal 
provision is being replaced by 
means testing. The 2011-12 budget 
continues that process.

The budget is based on lies 
and deception: the biggest lie is 
that it will “put opportunities that 
fl ow from a strong economy within 
reach of more Australians”.

See page 3 and coming issues 
of The Guardian for further bud-
get coverage and an alternative, 
people’s budget. 

Federal Budget 2011-12
Lies and deception

Wollongong Wollongong May Day

The International Day for celebrating Workers’ Rights.

This year marks 100 years of May Day celebrations in Wollongong.

Saturday May 28
May Day Party/Dinner: Portafinos, Kenny Street Wollongong

Tickets are $50 which includes a 3 course meal, free wine, champagne, juice or fizzy drink, tea, coffee and a gelato Bar. The Dave 

Reglar Quartet will be playing on the night and there will be a photo exhibition of May Days in Wollongong.

For more info contact Leanne: 0425 201 828 redallover99@gmail.com



5The Guardian
May 18 2011

Peter Mac

In the wake of the widespread 
protest riots of long-detained 
asylum seekers who arrived by 
boat, the Gillard government has 
failed to take the courageous and 
principled stance of abandoning 
off-shore processing and manda-
tory detention. Instead, it has made 
the bizarre and terrible decision to 
pursue an overall policy that mim-
ics and in some ways is even worse 
than the Howard government’s 
infamous “Pacifi c solution”.

Under the off-shore process-
ing regime established by Howard, 
detainees were held in camps on 
Papua New Guinea’s Manus Island 
and on Nauru (hence the “Pacifi c 
Solution”) while their visa applica-
tions were processed. This practice 
was severely criticised by the UN and 
human rights groups. Detainees were 
effectively dumped in these camps, 
in many cases for more than a year, 
while their applications for visas as 
refugees were assessed. 

One applicant was detained on 
Nauru for fi ve years and in one case 
a stateless man was detained there 
effectively for life because no country 
could be formally identifi ed as his 
place of origin.

The ALP government is keen to 
appear more humane than its pre-
decessor, by rejecting the “Pacifi c 
Solution”, particularly the re-use of 
the Nauru facilities. However, it still 
favours off-shore processing because 
it prefers to chase the votes of those 
who see the arrival of asylum seekers 
in boats as an invasion (a percep-
tion fostered by the former Howard 
regime), rather than dumping the 
off-shore policy altogether.

This political opportunism 
resulted in the government seeking 
the cooperation of other regional 
nations, particularly East Timor, for 
the establishment of new detention 
and processing centres. However, this 
move was rejected by all the nations at 
the recent Bali conference of regional 
foreign ministers.

Not willing to be thwarted from 
off-shore processing, and unwilling 
to accept the ignominy of seeking 
to reopen the Nauru facilities, the 
government decided to offer regional 
governments some irresistible diplo-
matic sweeteners.  As a result it now 
seems likely that agreements will 

be reached with the governments of 
Malaysia and Papua New Guinea.

The Malaysian 
malaise

This approach has resulted in 
some bizarre twists in the govern-
ment’s immigration policies. For a 
start the government wants to reopen 
the Manus Island centre, and has 
extended a very welcome offer of 
aid to the Papua-New Guinea govern-
ment as an enticement. That’s only a 
step away from reinstating the full 
“Pacifi c Solution”. The Gillard gov-
ernment denies this, making the irrel-
evant point that the new agreements 
would only involve our immediate 
neighbours.

But the worst aspect of the new 
policy initiatives involves the pending 
new agreement with the Malaysian 
government. Under the new agree-
ment, Australia would accept 1,000 
asylum seekers with confi rmed refu-
gee status per year for four years. That 
is a very good move, but in exchange, 
we would ship the next 800 new asy-
lum seekers that arrive in Australian 
waters to Malaysia for detention.

Julia Gillard has made it clear 
that this new approach is a deliber-
ate punishment for those who dare 
to arrive by boat without asking our 
permission fi rst. Announcing the 
details of the new deal with Malaysia 
she declared: “I do want to indicate 
that we are going to take a very tough 
and rigorous approach. Anybody that 
pays a people smuggler and risks their 
life on a boat is running the risk they 
end up in Malaysia, where there are 
many refugees already processed who 
have been there for a longer period 
of time.”

No exceptions would be made for 
women, children or the infi rm. Ms 
Gillard added: “If you get on a boat, 
then the risk you run is that you end 
up in Malaysia, and I’m not going to 
put any caveats on that.”

Malaysia is not a signatory to the 
UN Convention on Refugees, and is 
a human rights pariah. The thousands 
of asylum seekers who live there do 
not receive benefi ts from the govern-
ment. They are allowed to live in the 
community, but have to live in grossly 
overcrowded accommodation. 

If they break the law or just 
offend the government they may be 
whipped with canes and/or interned 

in detention centres, where the accent 
is on punishment and which are jails 
in all but name.

Asylum seekers in Malaysia are 
denied the right to employment but 
must seek work illegally in order 
to survive. They work in the most 
degrading and laborious jobs, in 
constant fear of arrest. The children 
of asylum seekers are denied the right 
to an education. 

There have been numerous 
accounts of women asylum seek-
ers being forced into prostitution 
in Malaysia. Malaysia also has no 
scruples about forcibly deporting 
rejected asylum seekers back to their 
countries of origin, even where this 
would certainly involve imprison-
ment, torture and/or death.

Malaysia has about 73,000 people 
awaiting acceptance for resettlement, 
so the new arrivals would face years 
of delay before a decision was made 
on their applications for refugee 
status, let alone acceptance from 
Australia. Moreover, Julia Gillard has 
also indicated that the government 
would not necessarily accept these 
people, even if they are found to be 
genuine refugees.

Malaysia has promised the Gillard 
government that these asylum seekers 
would be treated well, but that is a 
very hollow assurance, because the 
Malaysian government claims that 
it already treats asylum seekers with 
dignity and respect.

A mixed response
Because the deal with Malaysia 

involves increasing our intake of 
asylum seekers from there, many 
on the left, including left-wing ALP 
parliamentarians and members of the 
Greens, have accepted the proposed 
arrangement.

This does not include Greens 
leader Bob Brown, who described the 
new policy as “a dog’s breakfast”, and 
added: “Why couldn’t the government 
offer PNG aid in the fi rst place, rather 
than as a bribe? 

If the government is willing to 
accept 4,000 refugees from Malaysia 
over four years, as well as (eventually) 
the next-to-arrive 800 asylum seek-
ers, why not just accept them all for 
processing  on the mainland, without  
subjecting the 800 asylum seekers 
to the totally unjustifi ed sentence of 
spending perhaps 20 years in squalor 
and misery in Malaysia?” 

Asylum seeker struggle 
takes a bitter turn

Many in the medical profession were worried about the possibility 
of budget cuts in medical research. As it turned out, there was a 
small increase of 4 percent in the overall budget for the National 
Health and Medical Research Council. It is not much consider-
ing the importance of independent, government-funded medical 
research. It has been reported that there is a huge increase in 
medical fraud brought about by dependence on drug companies’ 
money for research. A number of high-profi le examples of dubi-
ous research published in reputable scientifi c magazines led to 
disastrous results for patients. Magazine editors have no way of 
checking the provided articles. One way of checking the research 
is being discussed and that is providing raw data for the published 
research. At least with raw data available it would be possible to 
detect fraud quicker. Governments should seriously reconsider 
their role in this area and fund medical research properly. If there 
is no government money coming to conduct research, scientists 
may go to drugs companies for funding. This carries the risk of 
producing the results a drug company wants. Besides, states 
could fi nish up paying much more than they should for new drugs.

Tepco, the company that runs the Fukushima Daiichi nucle-
ar plant in Japan, accepted it had liability for damages caused 
by the world’s worst nuclear accident for 25 years. The cooling 
systems of the plant were crippled by the March 11 earthquake 
and tsunami. The reactors overheated, triggered explosions and 
the release of radioactive material. Thousands of people were 
evacuated from their homes, businesses and farms within the 20 
kilometre radius. But having accepted the liability, the company 
also wants the Japanese government’s aid to compensate those 
affected because it says it faces funding problems. The request 
follows a familiar pattern – private profi ts, public responsibilities.

If anybody had any doubts about what all those chaplains 
introduced to public schools by Howard and generously sup-
ported by the Rudd and now Gillard governments are all about, 
check out this quote: “In Australia, we have a God-given open 
door to children and young people with the Gospel; our feder-
al and state governments allow us to take the Christian faith 
into our schools and share it. We need to go and make disci-
ples. What really matters is seizing the God-given opportunity 
we have to reach kids in schools”. This was chief executive of 
Access Ministries addressing a conference in 2008. This state-
ment is in direct contradiction to their publicly stated position 
that they are not there to convert students. The whole program 
is a disgrace – those parents who want their children to have 
religious education are free to take them to schools where 
it is freely provided. Public schools should remain secu-
lar and the chaplaincy programs there should be scrapped.

Australia

Lenggeng detention center, south of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Celebrations of the 1500th Guardian in SA

Allan Miller, the fi rst editor speaks at the celebration.
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The ongoing crisis at the Fukushima No1 
Nuclear Power Plant has sharply raised 
concerns regarding the Japanese nuclear 
power policy that promoted the construction 
of nuclear power plants with a fundamental 
lack of concern for safety measures. Since 
the beginning of the massive development 
of nuclear power plants, the Japanese 
Communist Party has called on all succes-
sive governments to make a drastic change 
in the atomic energy administration and 
has opposed additional construction plans 
together with concerned citizens. The JCP’s 
consistent stance is crucial for Japan to take 
appropriate measures following the latest 
nuclear accident as well as to prevent future 
accidents at nuclear power plants.

Expose “safety myth”
The biggest issue of Japan’s nuclear power 

administration is that it is based on the “safety 
myth,” a lie that instils the belief that serious 
accidents emitting a vast amount of radiation are 
unlikely to occur. No other country in the world 
has clung to this myth so blindly and built so 
many nuclear power plants in earthquake zones.

In January 1976, then JCP Secretariat Head 
Fuwa Tetsuzo pointed out in the Diet [Japan’s 
parliament], “Nuclear power is a dangerous 
and unproven technology with great potential 
risks. Development of nuclear power generation 
must provide safety arrangements as strong as 
technology can offer. Otherwise, it can bring 
about a very dangerous outcome,” he stressed.

At that time, the government launched 
a project to build 50 nuclear power reactors 
capable of generating 49 million kilowatts of 
electricity. The JCP opposed the reckless plan 
on the grounds that safety must be given the 
highest priority.

In 1979, a partial meltdown of the reactor 
core occurred at the Three Mile Island nuclear 
power plant in the US Fuwa, at the 1980 Diet 
discussion, cited a report compiled by the US 
President’s Commission on the Accident at 
Three Mile Island (Kemeny Commission), which 
stated, “[T]he belief that nuclear power plants 
are suffi ciently safe grew into a conviction.”

Introducing the report, which stresses that 
“this attitude must be changed to one that says 
nuclear power is by its very nature potentially 
dangerous,” Fuwa revealed the dangerous nature 
of the “safety myth” which Japan’s nuclear 
power policy continues to promote.

Nuclear power advocates repeatedly made 
statements asserting that nuclear power is safe. 
Suita Tokuo, head of the Cabinet Offi ce Nuclear 
Safety Commission, stated that an accident as 
serious as the one at Three Mile Island “would 
be highly unlikely to occur in Japan.” Arisawa 
Hiromi, who led the Japan Atomic Industrial 
Forum Inc at that time, said that the emergency 
core cooling system for nuclear reactors is actu-
ally “overdesigned”.

JCP Chair Shii Kazuo, at the party’s meet-
ing on March 23, stated, “Now is the time for 

the Japanese government to stop promoting the 
‘safety myth’, sincerely reveal the dangers of 
atomic energy before the public, and create an 
honest and scientifi c nuclear energy administra-
tion that takes thoroughgoing measures to secure 
citizens’ safety.”

Oppose nuclear plant 
construction

In 1976, Fuwa warned in the Diet, “Japan’s 
national safety will face a crisis” with the 
construction of the many proposed additional 
nuclear power plants.

At a Diet deliberation in February 1981, 
Fuwa showed that nuclear power plants in 
Fukushima, Miyagi, Niigata, Shizuoka, Ehime, 
Fukui and Shimane prefectures are all located 
in areas susceptible to massive earthquakes on 
active faults. “No other country in the world is 
building nuclear power stations on such danger-
ous active earthquake faults,” said Fuwa, calling 
for the construction plan to be retracted and 
all existing plants to be thoroughly inspected.

In response to the JCP representative’s 
Diet deliberation, the government and electric 
companies made some improvements in the 
safety features of nuclear power plants, includ-
ing increasing quake-resistant capabilities, but 
refused to cancel the massive development plan.

Since the 2007 earthquake that hit Niigata 
Prefecture caused serious damage to the 
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant there, three reactors 
are still shut down. The latest earthquake trig-
gered a major crisis at the Fukushima No.1 plant 
and also caused the suspension of the operation 
of the Onagawa plant in Miyagi Prefecture.

Warning of loss of supply
The present crisis at the Fukushima No1 

Nuclear Power Plant was caused by the destruc-
tion of its cooling system and the loss of elec-
tricity supply due to the massive earthquake 
and tsunami. Japanese Communist Party Lower 
House member Yoshii Hidekatsu warned of 
these risks years ago.

On March 1, 2006 at a House of 
Representatives Budget Committee workshop, 
Yoshii cited the examples of the massive tsu-
nami that followed major earthquakes in Chile 
(May 1960), Sumatra (December 2004), and the 
Sanriku Coast of Japan (June 1896). Pointing 
out that the Sanriku tsunami reached a recorded 
height of 38 metres, he proposed that the govern-
ment seriously consider the risks associated with 
a major tsunami and take appropriate measures.

In addition to the disabling of nuclear 
power plant functions by a huge tsunami, 
Yoshii stressed the infl uence of undertows and 
introduced the worst-case scenario following a 
tsunami with a major undertow: nuclear reactors 
will not be able to utilise seawater for cooling 
due to the fall of sea level for a long time, 
leading to a core meltdown. “A case similar to 
the Chernobyl disaster must be always kept in 
mind when designing countermeasures,” he said.

In response to Yoshii, Nuclear and Industrial 
Safety Agency Director General Hirose Kenkichi 
stated that nuclear power plants are already 
designed to secure the necessary seawater and 
to cool their reactors, and denied the need to 
take further measures.

A possible loss of electricity was pointed 
out by Yoshii at a Lower House Economy and 
Industry Committee meeting on May 26, 2010. 
He stated that a massive earthquake could 
destroy both the external electric supply and 
the in-house power generation (internal electric 
supply) of a nuclear power plant at the same 
time. “What would happen when the backup 
cooling system fails due to the loss of both 
external supply and in-house power generation 
must be examined,” stressed Yoshii, calling on 
the government to urgently plan for such worse 
case scenarios.

After the latest disaster, Prime Minister Kan 
Naoto stated in response to JCP Upper House 
member Daimon Mikishi, “It is undeniable that 
we had a weak understanding [of the effects of 
tsunamis]. It will be a problem if the present 
standards for tsunami preparedness continue to 
be set in accordance with a low tsunami height,” 
admitting that the ongoing nuclear crisis was 
caused by the government and electric compa-
nies which promoted and continued to adhere 
to the “safety myth” of nuclear energy.

Call for independent 
regulatory body

Japan’s safety measures in regard to nuclear 
energy plants falls far behind the rest of the 
world. The fundamental cause of this problem 
is the lack of an independent regulatory body for 
ensuring nuclear safety. Although the Nuclear 
Safety Commission is an independent body, its 
role is limited due to an insuffi cient number of 
staff and inadequate authority. Presenting the 
JCP proposal regarding safety control measures 
on nuclear energy, Fuwa Tetsuzo in 1976, in the 
Diet, said as follows:

“The government should drastically change 
its nuclear power administration. To this end, 
it is necessary for the government to urgently 
create an independent safety control organisation 
separated from the promoter of nuclear power 
generation. Like in other countries such as the 
United States, the United Kingdom, Germany 
and France, this independent body should take 
responsibility for the entire process of nuclear 
power generation from building a nuclear power 
plant to disposing used fuels.” [Lower House 
Budget Committee meeting]

One reason why successive Japanese gov-
ernments avoided establishing an independent 
regulatory authority to secure the safety of 
nuclear power is that they wanted to promote 
the construction of more nuclear power plants 
as demanded by Japanese electric power com-
panies and the US nuclear power industries. 
The other reason is that if a regulatory body 
launches its activity to control nuclear safety, it 

will impose tighter regulations on US nuclear-
powered aircraft carriers and submarines visit-
ing Japanese ports and will place priority on 
Japanese people’s safety.

In January 1974, in the Diet, Fuwa 
revealed the fact that a private institution for 
chemical analysis submitted to the govern-
ment fabricated data on radiation leaked from 
US nuclear-powered submarines. After that, 
US nuclear-powered ships stopped entering 
Japanese ports for 183 days. Following this 
event, the government partially improved the 
system, monitoring radiation near nuclear 
power plants and seaports in which the US 
nuclear-powered vessels enter.

In response to requests made by residents 
and researchers and to the JCP’s continuous 
demands, the government in 1978 established 
the Nuclear Safety Commission, whose actual 
working-level section was placed in the former 
Science and Technology Agency. However, it 
had no permanent member in its special commit-
tees, in contrast to the US Nuclear Regulatory 
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Commission consisting of about 1,900 experts 
and full-time staff.

In his one-on-one debate with the Prime 
Minister in November 1999, Fuwa asked, “The 
Convention on Nuclear Safety stipulates that a 
regulatory body should be separated from those 
concerned with the promotion of nuclear energy. 
In Japan, which organisation is a regulatory 
body and which is a promoter?” In his response, 
Prime Minister at that time Obuchi Keizo said 
that “the Science and Technology Agency (the 
current Ministry of Science and Technology) 
and the Ministry of International Trade and 
Industry (the current Ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Industry)” have authority over both 
regulation and promotion. This clearly revealed 
that Japan was in violation of the international 
convention on nuclear safety.

Following Fuwa’s questioning, the gov-
ernment in 2001 decided to shift the Nuclear 
Safety Commission, a safety control organ, 
to the Cabinet Offi ce. However, all members 
of its special committees, except fi ve nuclear 
safety commissioners, are temporary members. 
In addition, the Nuclear and Industrial Safety 
Agency (NISA) is placed under the nuclear-
promoting Ministry of Economy, Trade and 
Industry, although NISA should play a part in 
controlling nuclear safety.

In the ongoing nuclear crisis at the 
Fukushima No1 Nuclear Power Plant, NISA 
is only releasing reports by Tokyo Electric 
Power Co, failing to play the role required by 
the international convention on nuclear safety.

Cancel plans to 
construct more reactors

Since the Great East Japan Disaster 
occurred, JCP Chair Shii Kazuo has visited 
the disaster-hit areas and victims and made 
representations to the government three 
times. Regarding the nuclear accident at the 
Fukushima nuclear power plant, Shii urged 
the government to respond to urgent demands 

of nuclear-accident-affected municipalities and 
their residents and to change its nuclear power 
administration drastically.

On March 31, Shii met with Prime Minister 
Kan Naoto to hand over the “JCP proposal in 
the aftermath of the Great East Japan Disaster” 
and said, “The government should drastically 
review its nuclear power administration and 
energy policy.” When Shii said that the govern-
ment “must stop” the construction of more than 
14 nuclear reactors under its “basic national 
energy development plan”, Kan replied, “I will 
reconsider the plan to build 14 more nuclear 
reactors. When doing so, going back to the 
beginning is one option.” He also expressed 
his intention to revise the government energy 
policy fundamentally.

The JCP proposal states that the ongoing 
nuclear crisis at the Fukushima nuclear power 
plant is “a human-generated disaster caused by 
the irresponsible attitude of the atomic energy 
administration, which has promoted the ‘safety 
myth’ of nuclear energy and blindly pushed 
for more nuclear power generation without 
implementing necessary measures to ensure a 
modicum of safety.”

In the proposal, the JCP calls for: an imple-
mentation of a nuclear power administration 
which breaks away from the “safety myth” and 
is fully aware of the danger of nuclear energy; 
a thorough inspection of all nuclear reactors 
and a cancellation of the planned construction 
of more nuclear reactors and the nuclear-fuel 
recycling program that uses plutonium; and a 
separation between regulation and promotion 
of nuclear power generation and an establish-
ment of an independent regulatory organ with 
strong authority.

Prime Minister Kan Naoto said that “it is 
necessary to seriously refl ect” on the current 
situation, in which a promoter of nuclear energy 
doubles as a regulatory organ and indicated the 
need to change the structure as proposed by Shii.
Akahata 
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Reflections by Comrade Fidel
The assassination 
of Osama 
Bin Laden
Those persons who deal with these issues 
know that on September 11 of 2001 our 
people expressed its solidarity to the US 
people and offered the modest cooperation 
that in the area of health we could have 
offered to the victims of the brutal attack 
against the Twin Towers in New York.

We also immediately opened our coun-
try’s airports to the American planes that 
were unable to land anywhere, given the 
chaos that came about soon after the strike.

The traditional stand adopted by the 
Cuban Revolution, which was always 
opposed to any action that could jeopardise 
the life of civilians, is well known.

Although we resolutely supported the 
armed struggle against Batista’s tyranny, 
we were, on principle, opposed to any ter-
rorist action that could cause the death of 
innocent people. Such behaviour, which has 
been maintained for more than half a century, 
gives us the right to express our views about 
such a sensitive matter.

On that day, at a public gathering that 
took place at Ciudad Deportiva, I expressed 
my conviction that international terrorism 
could never be eradicated through violence 
and war.

By the way, Bin Laden was, for many 
years, a friend of the US, a country that 
gave him military training; he was also an 
adversary of the USSR and Socialism. But, 
whatever the actions attributed to him, the 
assassination of an unarmed human being 
while surrounded by his own relatives is 
something abhorrent. Apparently this is what 
the government of the most powerful nation 
that has ever existed did.

In the carefully drafted speech announc-
ing Bin Laden’s death Obama asserts as 
follows:

“…And yet we know that the worst 
images are those that were unseen to the 
world. The empty seat at the dinner table. 
Children who were forced to grow up with-
out their mother or their father. Parents who 
would never know the feeling of their child’s 
embrace. Nearly 3,000 citizens taken from us, 
leaving a gaping hole in our hearts.”

That paragraph expressed a dramatic 

truth, but can not prevent honest persons 
from remembering the unjust wars unleashed 
by the United States in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
the hundreds of thousands of children who 
were forced to grow up without their moth-
ers and fathers and the parents who would 
never know again the feeling of their child’s 
embrace.

Millions of citizens were taken from their 
villages in Iraq, Afghanistan, Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia, Cuba and many other countries of 
the world.

Still engraved in the minds of hun-
dreds of millions of people are also the 
horrible images of human beings who, in 
Guantánamo, a Cuban occupied territory, 
walk down in silence, being submitted for 
months, and even for years, to unbearable 
and excruciating tortures. Those are persons 
who were kidnapped and transferred to secret 
prisons with the hypocritical connivance of 
supposedly civilized societies.

Obama has no way to conceal that 
Osama was executed in front of his children 
and wives, who are now under the custody 
of the authorities in Pakistan, a Muslim 
country of almost 200 million inhabitants, 
whose laws have been violated, its national 
dignity offended and its religious traditions 
desecrated.

How could he prevent those images from 
being broadcast to the world?

On January 28 of 2002 the CBS journalist 
Dan Rather reported through that TV network 
that on September 10 of 2001, one day before 
the attacks against the World Trade Centre 
and the Pentagon, Osama Bin Laden under-
went a hemodialysis at a military hospital in 
Pakistan. He was physically unfi t to hide and 
take shelter inside deep caves.

Having assassinated him and plunging 
his corpse into the bottom of the sea are an 
expression of fear and insecurity which turn 
him into a far more dangerous person.

US public opinion itself, after the initial 
euphoria, will end up by criticising the meth-
ods that, far from protecting its citizen, will 
multiply the feelings of hatred and revenge 
against them.
Fidel Castro Ruz 

West Papua
Condemnation of 
violence in Timka
We, the Military Council of West Papua 
National Liberation Army strongly condemn 
the shooting and violence against civilians in 
Timika in Southern West Papua (Indonesian 
New Guinea) on April 6, 2011. 

We wish to reiterate our position that 
since our First Highest Convention held on 
July 24, 2006 we reject violence and fully 
support all peaceful efforts to bring about a 
lasting political solution to the West Papuan 
Confl ict.
Violence against innocent people and human 
rights abuses that are continuing for almost 
half a century will never stop under the 
Indonesian regime. Violence is a state policy 
to quell West Papuan resistance and demand 
for self determination and independence.

We call on the International community 
and the United Nations to persuade Indonesia 
to end all this violence and negotiate with 

our resistance organisations for a peaceful 
solution. The West Papua National Coalition 
for Liberation made a number of requests 
to Indonesian President Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono on behalf of the resistance move-
ment. But instead of heeding the requests for 
peaceful solution the Indonesian Military and 
Militias are provoking more violence and 
committing more human rights abuses.   

We further call on the United Nations to 
send a Fact Finding Mission to record all the 
serious human rights abuses committed by 
the Indonesian state against our people. We 
also call on the international community and 
the United Nations to persuade Indonesia 
to withdraw all its forces from West Papua. 
They serve no other purpose than violence. 
Instead we need International humanitarian 
organisations to provide their services to our 
people. 
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The Alliance for Global Justice 
in the US has received alarming 
news from their Colombian part-
ners, Traspasa los Muros, about 
torture, deprivation of water, 
fi lthy conditions and other abuses 
in the La Tramacúa prison. They 
are particularly worried about 
the life and well-being of Hernan 
Rodriguez Díaz who has been the 
victim of torture and beatings since 
he began a hunger strike on May 2.

Since April 29, the following 
events have occurred:

Between April 29 and May 2, the 
water supply at La Tramacúa was 
turned off, even though the tempera-
tures were reaching 95 to 104 degrees 
Fahrenheit. This left inmates rationing 
water already collected for drinking 
and unable to bathe or clean dishes 
and clothing. Inmates were forced to 
use plastic bags for the elimination 
of bodily waste, with urine and fecial 
matter festering in inoperative toilets.

On May 2, political prisoner 
Hernan Rodriguez Díaz began a hun-
ger strike demanding better conditions 
plus medical attention for himself 
and a transfer to Bogotá, where his 
family lives. He also was demanding 
an end to restrictions on communica-
tion preventing him from sending or 
receiving letters or phone calls even 
from his wife and fi ve children.

Díaz had become sick due to the 
poor quality of food at La Tramacúa, 
which has been repeatedly found to 
contain fecial matter. This has been 
corroborated by the United Nations 
Offi ce of the High Commission for 
Human Rights in Colombia, the 
Offi ce of the Secretary of Health for 
the Department of César, Colombia, 
as well as national and international 
NGOs.

Inmates have also complained 
of being served rotten food and food 
contaminated with maggots. A central 
demand for the hunger strike is access 
to clean food and water.

On May 3, Rodriguez Díaz was 
taken by prison guards to an isolated 
patio where he was forced to stay 
outside in the sun from 8am to 6pm, 
causing severe dehydration. On May 
6, La Tramacúa prisoners made a 
special appeal to Colombian President 
Juan Manuel Santos Calderon and 
Minister of the Interior and of Justice 
Germán Vargas Lleras calling on them 
to intervene to stop the torture and 
the restrictions on the water supply.

On May 7, Rodriguez Díaz was 
put into isolation and beaten by prison 
guards trying to pressure him to end 
his hunger strike. On May 9, 300 
prisoners inside La Tramacúa began 
a strike, refusing to participate in 
prisoner counts, to wear uniforms or 
to cooperate with prison authorities 
in any way. They are striking in sup-
port of Rodriguez Díaz’ demands and 
are again calling for adequate access 
to water.

They specifi cally complained of 
the practice of collective punishment 
by turning water off for days at a time 
or restricting access to water for fi ve 
minutes every 48 hours, during which 
time inmates are expected to collect 
water in plastic jugs for the next two 
days’ use. Even under best conditions, 
access to water is available for around 
ten minutes per day per inmate.

Also on May 9, Lazos de 
Dignidad (who provide legal ser-
vices for political prisoners) received 
reports that Rodriguez Díaz was in 
grave physical condition, fainting 
frequently and unable to stand on 
his own.

On May 10, prison guards 
attacked striking prisoners in Tower 
Four, beating them and fi ring tear 
gas indiscriminately into the pavil-
ion, leaving fi ve prisoners wounded. 
Prison guards attacked Osman Polo 
Carrillo in Tower Five, beating him 
and fi ring tear gas canisters into his 
cell.

On May 10, 60 prisoners from 
Tower Five denounced the terrible 
sanitary conditions and the wide-
spread infirmities resulting from 
these conditions, including diarrhoea, 
vomiting, bloody stools, skin rashes 
and constant coughs.

La Tramacúa was built in 2000 
with funding from USAID and over-
sight from the US Bureau of Prisons. 
It was supposed to be a model of 
a “New Penitentiary Culture”, but 
the name La Tramacúa has become 
synonymous with the harshest and 
most inhumane conditions in any 
Colombian prison. 

General strike in Colombia’s 
La Tramacúa prison

Those Libyan 
“Freedom Fighters”

Trade unions denounce 
repression in Tunisia

Kevin Carson

In a column three months ago 
(“Egypt: Let the looting begin” 
February 4) I suggested that 
what was really going on in Egypt 
was somewhat different from the 
offi cial narrative. In quite a few 
of the “people power” revolutions 
in recent years – no matter how 
sincere the people on the streets 
– it turned out that there were 
attempts to orchestrate things 
by people behind the scenes, for 
whom “people power” was the 
very last thing on the agenda. 
In that column I reported that 
Frank Wisner – a veteran spook, 
described by Vijay Prashad at 
Counterpunch as a “bagman of 
empire” – was Obama’s man on 
the ground.

Wisner, a former Director at 
AIG and Enron with longstanding 
family ties to the OSS and CIA, had 
previously been involved in draft-
ing the Bush administration’s post-
war blueprint for Iraq. That agenda 
involved so-called “privatisations” 
of state industry that amounted to 
insider deals with global corporate 
interests for pennies on the dollar, 
“strong intellectual property protec-
tions” largely written by Monsanto 
and the RIAA, and draconian 
crackdowns on genuine freedom 

fi ghters in the labour movement 
and the Iraqi Freedom Congress. 
Paul Bremer, with the help of his 
Heritage Foundation boys in the 
Green Zone, basically oversaw the 
looting of everything that wasn’t 
nailed down.

In that light, some recent news 
from Libya is especially interest-
ing. First, Alexander Cockburn 
(“What’s really going on in Libya?” 
Counterpunch, April 15) reports 
that a high priority for the NATO 
operation in Libya was to see to the 
central banking arrangements of the 
opposition government in Benghazi. 
On March 19 they authorised the 
Central Bank of Benghazi to handle 
monetary policy for the country. 
Qaddafi , it seems, had announced 
his intention to repudiate the dollar 
and the euro and encourage the use 
of the gold dinar as a common cur-
rency by all of Africa. He’d gained 
tentative buy-in, over the previous 
year, from a number of Arab and 
African regimes. The government-
owned Libyan national bank in 
Tripoli, which is independent of the 
global banking industry, has been a 
thorn in the fl esh of global fi nancial 
elites for some time.

Meanwhile, Russ Baker at 
Alternet announces (“The CIA’s 
man in Libya?” April 26) that the 
latest head of opposition forces in 

Libya, General Khalifa Hifter, is a 
CIA asset. Hifter has lived in the 
Greater Washington area of Virginia 
for almost 20 years, enjoying an 
unusually comfortable lifestyle 
considerably disproportionate to his 
visible means of support.

Hifter has headed the military 
wing (Libyan National Army) of 
an opposition movement in exile 
(NSFL) for most of that time. The 
CIA sponsored a training opera-
tion for the Libyan National Army 
at a base in Chad during the reign 
of Bush I, with a view to a pos-
sible future overthrow of Qaddafi . 
In 1996, Hifter headed a failed 
overthrow attempt, after which he 
returned to the United States.

So the head of the opposition 
movement is on the CIA payroll, 
and the fi rst order of business of 
the insurgent regime is to create 
a central bank that takes orders 
from international fi nance capital. 
Doesn’t look real good for “free-
dom” in Libya, does it? Looks 
pretty damn good for the banksters, 
though.

If the attempt to overthrow of 
Qaddafi  had anything to do with 
genuine freedom, it’s a safe bet the 
US government would have had 
nothing to do with it.
CASS 

Labour MPs and the general secre-
taries of the UK transport workers’ 
and fi re brigades unions, RMT 
and FBU, have issued a statement 
denouncing the attacks on demon-
strators in Tunisia following police 
violence against demonstrators 
which led to the death of Mohamed 
El-Tounsi in south Tunis and raised 
international fears of the return of 
a police state in Tunisia.

Labour MPs John McDonnell, 
Katy Clark, John Cryer and Linda 
Riordan, as well as the General 
Secretary of the RMT, Bob Crow, 
and Fire Brigades Union General 
Secretary Matt Wrack, have put 
their names to the following 
statement:

“We denounce the attacks by 
the Tunisian government and police 
against demonstrators, journalists 
and trade unionists.

“On Friday May 6 and Saturday 
May 7, on the Avenue Bourguiba 
in Tunis, the police charged, sav-
agely beat and gassed peaceful 

pro-democracy demonstrators, 
concentrating their attacks on 
journalists and union activists. The 
demonstration they attacked was 
demanding transparency from the 
government about the infl uence 
of pro-Ben Ali conspirators and 
reports of a possible military coup.

“The newspaper La Presse, 
which reported on the police vio-
lence, had its offi ces raided by 
police thugs. During the raid, police 
offi cers beat and severely injured 
the photo-journalist Abdelfattah 
Belaid.

“We support the demands of the 
UGTT trade union federation for 
democracy, transparent elections 
and an end to offi cial corruption. 
We oppose the shameful, anti-
democratic abuses of Sebsi’s provi-
sional government. We demand that 
the government order the police to 
allow future demonstrations to pro-
ceed without police attacks, and lift 
the curfew.” 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION – 
What you can do:

Please send the following an email to 
the United Nations Offi ce of the High 
Commission for Human Rights in Colombia, 
the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights, and the International Red Cross. Use 
either the Spanish or English versions below. 
Send to:

oacnudh@hchr.org.co
bogota.bog@icrc.org
cidhoea@oas.org
apizarro@oas.org

Please also send a bcc copy to 
james@afgj.org
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NEW YORK: Wall Street was 
taken over by people’s power 
last week. And that message 
came through loud and clear. An 
outpouring of 10,000 New Yorkers 
swept into lower Manhattan to 
demand that Wall Street and the 
big billionaires pay their fair share.

Dozens of labour unions, com-
munity organisations, peace groups 
and many individuals were united in 
putting the blame for the economic 
crisis on those who created it, and in 
opposing New York Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s punitive budget. They 
were outraged by Bloomberg’s pro-
posals to close two dozen fi rehouses, 
slash vital services such as community 
centres and homeless services, and lay 
off over 4,000 teachers.

The United Federation of 
Teachers (UFT) NYC pulled out all 
the stops, with teachers fl owing down 
the “streets of gold,” joining thou-
sands of other New Yorkers holding 

signs reading “Make Banks Pay” 
“Education is a Right” and “No Cuts.”

Michael Mulgrew, president of 
the UFT, said, “Rather than lay off 
teachers and slash vital services for 
kids and seniors, Mayor Bloomberg 
needs to take another look at those 
who have been letting the working 
poor and the middle class make all 
the sacrifi ces.”

The May 12 demonstration began 
with eight feeder marches organ-
ised by various parts of the broad 
people’s movement around issues 
like jobs, peace, public education, 
transportation and immigrant rights. 
They marched from locations around 
lower Manhattan to converge on Wall 
Street where on-the-street teach-ins 
were conducted on how the economy 
works, the solution to the jobs crisis, 
our militarised economy and more.

The Wall Street action was the 
culmination of a week of actions 
around New York City. Activists 
organised 80 local pickets, direct 
actions and rallies at banks and 

corporate offi ces, and in public venues 
to build visibility for the issues.

Organisers spread the word for 
the demonstration using Facebook 
and Twitter, publishing short videos 
of New Yorkers stating why they were 
going to march and what is at stake 
with the fi ght over the city budget.

Among the marchers were City 
Council member Robert Jackson, 
who heads the Education Committee, 
the Reverend Al Sharpton and City 
Comptroller John Liu.

“It seems as if our teachers, our 
cops and our fi refi ghters are being 
blamed for our ongoing fi nancial 
problems, and that’s essentially what 
this rally is about,” said Liu.

Participants who marched with 
Veterans for Peace voiced their dis-
pleasure with spending on wars and 
tax breaks for the rich. “The banks 
are using money for the wars, and 
we need jobs, housing,” said one. 
“The money is being thrown away on 
these wars” and “Tax the rich, get the 
money from where it is so everybody 

else doesn’t have to suffer these cuts” 
were some of the angry sentiments of 
the marchers.

The march and rally, which 
beforehand had seemed rather loosely 
organised, turned out to be one of 
the most effective this reporter has 
ever participated in. It was pretty 
amazing! There were well over 40 
community, peace and other organi-
sations involved along with the UFT, 
Communications Workers Locals 
1104 and 1180 and many other unions.

The outpouring showed that 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg has really 
caught the ire of working families in 
the city with his draconian budget 
slashing plan. Time and again New 
Yorkers point out that while he 
cries crocodile tears, he has never 
once opened his mouth in favour of 
extending the “millionaires’ tax” that 
would continue to bring in several 
billion dollars a year of needed funds 
to the city.
People’s World 

People power takes 
over Wall Street

Obama’s hollow victory

Business used 
cash to push nuke 
plants

Yvonne Ridley

It was such a seismic event that, 
like many people of her generation, 
my mother’s point of reference for 
most things is the Second World 
War and while I’m quite sure 
she and her friends registered 
their approval over the demise of 
Al-Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden, 
they must be wondering why the 
America Administration continues 
to make such a fuss.

Osama was, after all, no Hitler, 
Pol Pot, Idi Amin or Caligula – he 
headed no country nor ruled over 
a state; and in fact the last few 
years of his life have proven to be 
extremely reclusive, secluded and 
isolated.

Yet one week on and we’re 
being bombarded with dramatic 
headlines, videotapes and other 
insignifi cant, contradictory details 
of the raid in Abbottabad, Pakistan.

I know a presidential election 
is around the corner but Obama 
really does need to get a grip and a 
sense of proportion here. Journalist 
Brendan O’Neill, editor of Spiked 
Online, nailed it when he said: “The 
killing of the head of Al-Qaeda 

has been treated as if it were a 
momentous occasion on a par with 
the Allies’ defeat of Germany and 
Japan in the Second World War.”

Raining on the US President’s 
parade he added: “All that really 
happened in Pakistan is that a 
small group of American soldiers 
shot and killed an ageing, sickly 
man in a mansion, who was the 
nominal head of a small and 
increasingly fractured terrorist 
organisation.”

The reality is the OBL news 
was a great day for Obama’s elec-
tion campaign but equally a bad 
day for international justice.

What the Commander in Chief 
really did was order the summary 
execution of an unarmed and frail 
man whose body was then disposed 
of by being dumped in the sea, 
without the legal requirement of a 
post mortem examination. It was 
almost as though they were afraid 
of the corpse.

This actually made the most 
powerful nation in the world look 
incredibly weak and cowardly; too 
afraid to put OBL on trial as was 
done with Second World War Nazi 
leader Adolf Otto Eichmann.

On a scale measuring pure evil, 
OBL was a mere pygmy compared 
to Eichmann and Hitler’s close 
circle.

But it was Western governments 
led by the US that fed, developed 
and nurtured Osama’s reputation for 
being the most feared, most wanted 
and most evil man alive. OBL him-
self must have been delighted; he 
couldn’t have done a better job than 
if he’d hired Hill and Knowlton or 
Saatchi & Saatchi.

His very name was deliberately 
used to panic ordinary Americans 
and so it was hardly surprising that 
high school kids and frat boys in 
New York responded with undiluted 
hysteria and took to the streets on 
hearing Obama declare he was 
dead.

The Central Intelligence 
Agency has been briefi ng the 
world’s media non-stop since the 
Abbottabad fi asco. Instead of 
remaining in the shadows the CIA 
team dissecting the intelligence 
data are singing like canaries on 
crack.

Well they do say that empty 
vessels make the loudest noise.
Information Clearing House 

Both the Liberal Democratic 
Party and the Democratic Party 
of Japan, in response to the busi-
ness community’s request, have 
promoted nuclear power genera-
tion in an attempt to receive more 
corporate donations.

The Japan Business Federation 
(Nippon Keidanren) between 2004 
and 2009 issued a “report card” 
evaluating the policies of the two 
parties. Using its “policy priorities” 
as the criteria for rating parties on 
a scale of A to E, Keidanren annu-
ally made its evaluation on how 
much the two parties incorporated 
Keidanren’s priorities into their 
policies and on how hard they 
were working to realise them, and 
Keidanren encouraged its member 
corporations to use the “report 
card” as a reference for making 
political donations.

Keidanren always called for the 
promotion of nuclear power genera-
tion as one of the top ten “policy 
priorities.” The LDP continuously 
received a rating of “A” because 
the party had 54 nuclear reactors 
constructed while in power.

In contrast, at the beginning of 
the “report card” system, Nippon 
Keidanren gave low evaluations on 
the DPJ’s energy policy. However, 
the DPJ gradually got better evalu-
ations, because it began placing 
importance on the promotion of 
nuclear energy.

Aside from the “report card”, 
Keidanren gave an “oral test” to 
both parties. In the 2006 oral test 

to the DPJ, Keidanren vice-chair 
at the time Katsumata Tsunehisa 
said, “Utilisation of nuclear power 
should be promoted as national 
policy.” DPJ Policy Research 
Committee deputy chair at the 
time Naoshima Masayuki replied, 
“Without making use of nuclear 
energy, it is diffi cult to ensure 
Japan’s energy supply.”

Katsumata used to be the vice 
president of Tokyo Electric Power 
Corporation (TEPCO) and is now 
the TEPCO chairman. Naoshima 
in 2009, as a member of the DPJ’s 
Hatoyama Cabinet, became the 
Minister of Economy, Trade and 
Industry and took charge of nuclear 
power administration. In 2010, 
under Prime Minister Kan, he for-
mulated the “Basic Energy Plan,” 
which calls for the construction of 
14 more nuclear reactors by 2030.

DPJ member of the House of 
Councillors Fujiwara Masashi, who 
used to work at Kansai Electric 
Power Co, said that since 2007, the 
DPJ has regarded nuclear power 
generation as a “key to a stable 
energy supply”. His statement was 
made in an interview published in 
the organ paper of the Federation 
of Electric Power Related Industry 
Workers’ Unions of Japan (June 1, 
2007).

Facing public criticism, 
Keidanren decided to stop issuing 
the “report card,” but the practice of 
corporate donations to favourable 
political parties still continues.
Japan Press Service 
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No safe levels for 
ionising radiation
I have read a number of newspa-
per reports and letters to editors 
that the offi cial death toll from 
Chernobyl is either 43 or 46. Such 
low fi gures and their imputations 
greatly disturb me. The death toll 
is much greater and some reports 
have it at 985,000.

The human made disaster at 
Chernobyl occurred 25 years ago. 
The levels of radiation poisoning 
which were reached following the 
meltdown have to be considered 
alongside the lower levels of ionis-
ing radiation which reached a wider 
demographic and manifest numerous 
cancer clusters. There are no safe 
levels for ionising radiation.

Epidemiologically, even the 
smallest dose of ionising radiation 
increases the risk of cancer. This is 
affi rmed by a report (2006) from the 
US National Academy of Sciences’ 
Committee on the Biological Effects 
of Ionising Radiation. The fact that 
the Japanese government evacuated 
a prescribed zone around Fukishima 
and placed restrictions on food and 
water consumption is testimony to 

the known concerns about ionising 
radiation.

The International Agency for 
Research on Cancer describes that 
excess cancers would be highest 
among emergency and recovery 
workers and those who live within 
the radiation affected areas. In terms 
of Chernobyl there were a couple of 
hundred thousand emergency and 
recovery workers and there are near 
seven million living in the affected 
areas.

The extrapolated mapping of 
excess cancers and diseases from 
the Chernobyl disaster is between 
800,000 and 985,000 people affected. 
These are people who will experience 
excess illness, suffering, debilitation 
and shortened life spans. The debate 
between the nuclear industry lobby-
ists who will argue that the death toll 
is only 43 to 46 and the specialist 
scientists who may argue estimates 
in the hundreds of thousands is 
reminiscent of the tobacco industry 
lobbyists verses mainstream medical 
knowledge.

In terms of core crude death tolls 
various agencies will argue down the 
985,000. However, they will not argue 
against the incidence of illnesses. The 
World Health Organisation (2006) 
estimated near 10,000 eventual deaths.

We must understand that the 
Chernobyl death toll was not 43 or 
46 and we must only look at scientifi c 
reports that have taken into account 
widespread low level radiation expo-
sure and which include projected total 
numbers that inculcate the latency 
periods and the excess cancer clus-
ters. Even if the death toll is not near 
985,000, which I believe it is, and 

over ensuing generations will be in 
the millions, it is most defi nitely in 
the tens of thousands and probably in 
the hundreds of thousands.

Gerry Georgatos
WA

Palestine resists

Since the dispossession of their 
homeland over 60 years ago it 
has been an uphill battle for the 
Palestinians seeking to obtain 
justice and support against consid-
erable distortions and bias in the 
Western World. Many people only 
took serious notice of the plight of 
the Palestinian people and began 
to investigate the real facts of the 
Palestinian problem after the fi rst 
Intifada (uprising).

This has led to more people 
changing their ideas and attitudes 
substantially on this issue over the 
past decade or so and recognizing 
the legitimate rights and justness of 
the Palestinian cause. Many people 
who were once confused or knew 

little about the situation have come 
to clearly distinguish between who 
is the oppressed and oppressor in the 
case of Palestine. This has brought the 
Palestinians the empathy and solidar-
ity they deserve.

These days the false and decep-
tive information promoted by Israel 
since 1948 is being vigorously chal-
lenged and Israel has had to make an 
effort to defend its past sordid history 
and actions. This has resulted in a 
shift of emphasis and a concerted 
campaign by Israel and its support-
ers abroad to focus on the subject of 
Palestinian “terrorism”.

While all warfare and its conse-
quences are horrifying, any assess-
ment of the confl ict will show that 
Israel’s record on terror and carnage 
is more methodical and on a greater 
scale than anything Palestinians have 
resorted to. And Palestinians have 
the legal and moral right the same as 
any other occupied people to use any 
means at their disposal to resist the 
invaders of their country.

Israel and its supporters are now 
trying desperately to convince people 

that various tactics used by some 
Palestinian factions make their strug-
gle illegitimate and beyond backing. 
This notion that the Palestinian resis-
tance is an exception is ridiculous.

The Palestinians are not unique in 
the methods of armed struggle they 
use. In fact, the Palestinian forces use 
exactly the same methods utilised by 
various Indigenous and subjugated 
peoples for centuries, including the 
American Indians, Aboriginals, 
Algerians, South Africans, Kurdish, 
Latin Americans, Vietnamese among 
others that have fought anti-colonial 
wars and national liberation struggles 
as well as the anti-fascist forces in 
Europe and Asia during the 1940s.

The Palestinians also share 
the same common aims as other 
oppressed peoples struggling for 
independence and freedom around 
the world today and are worthy of 
the same solidarity and support. 
The Palestinian Resistance’s actions 
against the Israeli occupation are 
indisputably legitimate.

Steven Katsineris
Vic
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Rebates and 
Royals
In her recent speech to the very-right-wing 
Sydney Institute, Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard once again demonstrated exactly 
how committed she is to the rights and 
welfare of ordinary working Australians by 
launching a determined attack on the most 
defenceless of them: the unemployed and 
invalid pensioners.

When not heavily implying that people on 
the dole were just too lazy to work, because of 
course there are plenty of jobs out there, Gillard 
was heaping praise on the mining industry. 
In almost identical terms to the series of TV 
mining industry ads that are running at present 
(you know the ones: an earnest honest-looking 
“mine worker” intones “Australia used to ride 
on the sheep’s back, now it rides on the back 
of a dump truck!”).

These ads have been designed to tick 
every conceivable box for mining companies: 
employees and their families are just ecstatic 
about mining, so are the Aborigines, mining 
workers contribute thousands of dollars to the 
Royal Flying Doctor service, there is nothing 
bad you can say about mining.

Which was exactly the line Gillard took at 
the Sydney Institute. But why a series of TV ads 
with that message, at this time? Coincidence? 
Hardly.

When Kevin Rudd was PM, the Labor 
government tried to introduce a resources tax 
to bolster his government with some of the 

wealth that was being ripped out of the country 
by the mining industry. The mining companies 
were decidedly miffed and used their muscle to 
roll poor Kevin and replace him with someone 
more simpatico to their requirements: Gillard.

Ms Gillard, and the section of the Labor 
Party leadership around her, are indebted to the 
mining industry for their present position and 
are seemingly intent on aligning the ALP ever 
more closely with the mining industry. They 
certainly seem intent on assuring the mining 
companies that there will be no attempt to 
introduce any kind of scheme that might divert 
some of the mining companies’ super profi ts 
into the public purse. 

No, under Labor, there is no danger of the 
people getting their work-stained hands into 
the very deep pockets of the companies that 
are digging up and selling our mineral wealth.

So why do the mining companies think it is 
necessary at this time to run a series of TV ads 
promoting their interests, if it is not because of 
some potential threat? I suspect it is because, 
being greedy (like all capitalists) – and having 
asserted their political power in ousting Kevin 
Rudd – the mining industry is looking to make 
an even bigger killing, make a grab for an even 
bigger slice of our economic cake, a slice so 
large that public opinion just might object.

So they are softening us up, laying down a 
propaganda barrage about how great the min-
ing industry is and how vitally necessary it is 
to all of us, so that when they stick the knife in 
for their pound of fl esh we will yield it up with 
scarcely a murmur.

Mining companies already act as though 
we owe them whatever profi t they think they 
deserve. Take just one NSW coal-mine as an 
example: Mount Arthur Coal, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Australia’s very own transnational 
corporation, BHP Billiton.

Located in the Hunter Valley, Mount Arthur 
Coal uses 1.8 million litres of diesel fuel each 
week. That’s around 98.8 million litres per 
annum. That’s a lot of fuel. But the mining 
industry can afford it – mining is very profi table.

However, they are not at all averse to 
helping themselves out of the public purse 
whether they need it or not (typical capitalist 

entrepreneurs). Mining is classed as a primary 
industry, and so is eligible for the federal gov-
ernment’s diesel fuel rebate.

That rebate was originally introduced with 
the claim that it was to help farmers trying to 
scratch a living in the face of droughts and 
fl oods.

But for mining companies and wealthy 
agribusinesses alike, the fuel rebate was another 
bountiful gift from a pro-business government 
that big business was only too willing to accept.

The rebate that the government gives these 
poor businesses for fuel is 38.14 cents per litre. 
In the above case of Mount Arthur Coal, the 
rebate amounts to approximately $37,685,000 
per annum. And Mount Arthur is only one mine, 
out of many.

That’s a lot of money the federal govern-
ment is paying out to pad the balance sheets of 
already rich mining companies!

Finally, a footnote about the Royal 
Wedding, another case of raiding the public 
purse to boost the fortunes of the already rich, 
in this case Queen Liz and her parasitic family.

Britain’s Conservative/Liberal Democrat 
coalition government has been launching fi erce 
attacks on the rights of students, pensioners, the 
sick and of course public service employees. 
Fees have been raised, services cut back (or 
cut out), workers’ conditions worsened and 
wages cut.

There have been riots and battles with the 
police, as the Cameron government tries to 
take money away from the public and give it 
to private businesses. Previous governments 
did the same thing, but there is less money 
available for the people to share now.

The arrogant display of ostentatious wealth 
at the Royal Wedding while the number of 
homeless grew was not lost on the British public. 
The number of calls for an end to the waste of 
money on the monarchy also grew signifi cantly.

And of course, there were plenty who found 
it signifi cant that the Royal couple abandoned 
their honeymoon so that William could get back 
to what he likes best in all the world, shooting 
at poor Afghani villagers from a helicopter gun-
ship. What a stalwart pillar of imperial values 
that young man is, to be sure! 

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

Perth Raffle – Fantastic Prize
This great photograph by Cuban photographer Brayan Collazo 

is the first prize for the annual Australia Cuba Friendship Society 

Perth raffle for 2011. 

The raffle will be drawn on Saturday July 23, 2011 at the 

Santiago de Cuba Carnival to be held at Kulcha in Fremantle. A 

celebration has been organised with local band Latin Fusion at 

KULCHA from 8pm.

For more information visit: www.kulcha.com.au

or send us an email to: acfsperth@gmail.com 

Raffle tickets are $5 each. Get as many as you can to increase 

your chances of owning this fantastic prize. Get your raffle tickets 

early to avoid disappointment. All proceeds to go to support the 

oncology unit of Las Tunas provincial hospital in Cuba.
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May 20
THE ILLUSION OF VICTORY: IRAQ, AFGHANISTAN, ISRAEL
Ian Bickerton, Research Fellow History, UNSW, author The Illusion of Victory; 
Ken McNab, President, Centre Peace & Confl ict Studies, Sydney Uni

May 27
LABOR JUST DOESN’T GET IT – IS IT POSSIBLE FOR 
THE ALP TO BE RESTORED AS A GENUINE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY?
Rodney Cavalier, former NSW Labor Minister, author Power Crisis – Self 
Destruction of a State Labor Party; 
Rick Kuhn, Prof, Political Science, ANU, co-author Labor's Confl ict – Big 
Business, Work, Politics & Class

June 3
COAL SEAM GAS MINING – AUSTRALIA’S “GASLAND”
Jeremy Buckingham, NSW Greens MP, Natural Resources & Primary 
Industry; 
Jacinta Green, Marine Biologist, UNSW, rep. Sydney Against CSG; 
Jess Moore, Stop CSG Illawarra

June 10
NO MEETING
Queens Birthday Weekend

June 17
THE SCANDAL OF BANGAROO – CORPORATE POWER & 
CORRUPT FORMER LABOR GOVERNMENT PROCESSES 
DESECRATING A KEY PUBLIC SPACE – WHAT CAN BE 
DONE?
Speakers from Australians for Sustainable Development: 
Jack Mundey, AO, lifetime political activist, 
John McInerney, Independent Councillor City of Sydney

June 24
DETENTION SYSTEM FOR REFUGEES – REPLACING A 
GROSS INJUSTICE
Sophie Peer, Refugee Council Australia; 
David Bitel, lawyer, past President Refugee Council Australia

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney

Every Friday 6pm ’til 7.45
Gaelic Club

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Pat Toms 02 9358 4834
patandbrucetoms@gmail.com

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

The Globalisation of  Poverty 
and the New World Order

Michel Chossudovsky
This is a second edition with valuable updates and additional chapters 
that not only deal with important economic questions but extremely well 
researched and revealing information on experiences in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, South-East Asia, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Latin America, the former 
Soviet Union and the Balkans. Michel Chossudovsky spent considerable 
time researching his topics, including extensive travels in many of the 
countries reported on. The part on the New World Order includes coverage 
of the dismantling of the welfare state, narrowing of the tax base, illusory 
independence of central banks and the crisis of the state. If you thought the 
The Global Economic Crisis – The Great Depression of the XXI Century 
(edited by Michel Chossudovsky and Anderw Gavin Marshall) was great, 
then wait until you read this one. An absolute must!
Publisher Global Research, paperback, 377 pages.

$30
plus 

$6 p&h

Poetry
You came to me straight from the East, Goatherd
you brought me
your furrowed innocence,
the scholasticism of ancient pages, an aroma
of Fray Luis, of orange blossoms, of dung
burning in the mountains, and in your mask
the prickly grain of leaned oats,
and a honey that measured the earth with your eyes.

You also brought the nightingale in your mouth.
An orange-stained nightingale, a strand
of incorruptible song, of leaf-stripped strength.
Ah, boy, gunpowder intervened in the light,
and you, with the nightingale and rifl e, walking
beneath the moon and the sun of battle.

And you know, my son, all that I could not do,
now you know, that for me, in all of poetry
you were the blue fl ame. Today 
I put my face against the ground to listen to you,
to hear you: blood, music, dying honeycomb.

I have never seen race more radiant than yours,
nor roots so tough, nor soldier’s hands,
I have seen nothing so alive as your heart
consuming itself in the purple of my own banner.

Eternal youth, rebellious freeman from ages past,
inundated by seeds of wheat and Spring,
creased and dark like innate metal,
awaiting the moment for your armour to be raised.

I am not alone since you died. I am among those
who search for you. I am with those
who arrive one day, to avenge you.

You will recognise my footsteps among them,
as they hurl themselves on Spain’s breast
to crush Cain, so that the buried faces
may be returned to us.

Let them know, the ones who killed you,
that they will pay with blood.
Let them know, those who tortured you,
that they will face me one day.

Let them know, the accursed, who today include your name
in their books, the Dámasos and Gerardos,
the damnable, silent hangman’s accomplices, 
that your martyrdom will not be effaced, that your death
will fall across the full moon of their cowardice.
And those, wreathed in mouldy laurel, who denied
you space on American earth, to extend
the blood-stained lustre of your fl uvial crown,
leave them to me, to contemptuous oblivion:
for they wished to mutilate me by your absence.

Miguel, far from the Osuna prison, far from
cruelty, Mao Tse-tung leads your devastated poetry
in combat towards our victory.
And Prague, humming,
constructs the sweet bee-hive of which you sang;
verdant Hungary cleans out its granaries and dances
alongside the river awakened from sleep;
and Warsaw’s naked siren arises, lifting
her crystalline sword as she rebuilds.

And further on the land grows gigantic;
the land
visited by your song, and the steel that defended
your country are safe, expanding

upon the fi rmness
of Stalin and his sons.
Already the light 
is spreading to you resting place.

Miguel of Spain, star
of a ravaged land, I do not forget you, my son,
I do not forget you!
But I learned life
from your death: my eyes had commenced to mourn,
when I discovered within me
not tears
but inexorable weapons!
Wait for them! Wait for me!

Pablo Neruda

To Miguel Hernandez, murdered in the prisons of Spain

Rob Gowland is on leave. This page will be 
devoted to poetry for the next few issues.
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Steven Katsineris,

Over the past decade the USA has attempted 
to promote itself as a mediator in the Middle 
East confl ict and sought to impose a peace 
process on the region. Yet despite sponsoring 
initiatives to try to resolve the Palestinian 
Problem, the US has repeatedly exposed 
its bias by again and again blocking any 
criticism off and measures against Israel 
at the UN. This support of Israeli policies 
has allowed Israel to continue to defy with 
impunity long standing UN resolutions that 
demand Israel withdraw from occupied 
Palestinian territories, stop the construction 
of illegal Israeli settlements on conquered 
Palestinian land and permit the return of 
Palestinian refugees.

In February this year the US repeated this 
pattern of talking peace, but shielding Israel 
from justifi ed censure. On February18, the US 
vetoed a Security Council resolution condemn-
ing all Israeli settlements established since 
1967 in the Palestinian territories as illegal. 
The resolution was co-sponsored by over 120 
of the UN’s 192 member states and the other 
14 members of the Security Council.

Right from the start, the creation of the state 
of Israel was a project of the USA. In November 
1947 the US used extraordinary diplomatic, 
political and economic pressure on various 
countries to support a policy of partitioning 
Palestine into Jewish and Arab states. The US 
exerted the most intense force on Haiti, Liberia, 
the Philippines, China, Ethiopia, Greece and 
France among others to get them to vote for par-
tition. The United Nations voted on  November 
29 and the partition plan was approved by 33 

votes to 13, with 10 abstentions. The United 
States was the leading champion of partition, 
and exerted the full weight of its infl uence, so 
that the resolution was passed. 

The practical effect of the US policy on 
Palestine, with the UN’s wealthiest and most 
powerful member state putting extraordinary 
pressure on other countries, was to have the 
Palestinians lose over 60 percent of their country 
in terms of area, including their only port, Haifa, 
Bethlehem and their greatest treasure Jerusalem. 
Following the partition resolution Arab protests 
and rebellion broke out in Palestine. Due in large 
part to American policies, the Palestine Arabs, 
were about to go through their ordeal of exile 
and dispossession. The Palestinian population 
were left to face the merciless power of a strong, 
well-armed military and paramilitary force of 
the Zionist state.

The reality is that the USA remains Israel’s 
staunchest ally and the support that Israel 
receives from the US is not just political and 
diplomatic, but the US also provides extensive 

military and economic assistance. In fact the US 
contributes massive economic and military aid 
an estimated US$5 billion annually to Israel in 
various diverse forms.

Direct military and economic foreign aid to 
Israel is over US$3 billion a year. In addition 
the US provides Israel with about another US$3 
billion in indirect military and economic aid. 
Israel receives about one third, over 30 percent 
of the US foreign aid budget. In recent years the 
amount of economic assistance has decreased 
and military aid increased. Each year the total 

level of aid rises, in 2010 US direct aid rose by 
US$225 million. And Israel was permitted to 
spend up to 25 percent of the over US$3 billion 
for military purchases from Israeli manufacturers 
with the remaining 75 percent to be spent on 
military hardware made in the US. An innovative 
way the US helps its own armaments industry.

It is this huge supply of US armaments, 
technology and fi nance which plays a vital 
role in giving Israel the capacity to maintain 
the occupation of the Palestinian territories, 
continue to build and expand Israeli settlements 
on Palestinian land and repress the Palestinian 
people’s struggle. This assistance also gives 
Israel the ability to launch military attacks 
against the Palestinian Resistance in the 
Palestinian territories, and in Lebanon.

Almost half the offi cial aid to Israel consists 
of special grants or instantaneously forgiven 
loans. Military transactions constitute two thirds 
of this assistance. The economic lifeline between 
the US and Israel is indispensable in providing 
at no cash cost the weapons Israel could not 

buy elsewhere. When it comes to debt servic-
ing these military “sales” Israel can service 
this debt only in the formal sense that these 
instalments are paid when due. But in reality 
these instalments are funded through new US 
aid supplied each year.

Israel also receives funds through the US 
Defence Budget. For instance, Israel was pro-
vided with over US$I billion in grants since 
1986 for joint military projects like the Arrow 
Missile project. The US also gave further funds 
for other projects in Israel, including US$53 mil-

lion for the Boost Phase Intercept program and 
US$139 million for the Tactical High Energy 
Laser program.

In addition special consideration is 
given to Israel in other areas. Discount and 
dispensation aid is another tier of economic 
assistance. Some weapons transferred to 
Israel are deliberately under-invoiced at spe-
cial discount prices. Also there is extensive 
support for Israeli universities and research 
institutions funded by the US Department of 
Education and other US agencies, which total 
almost US$100 million per year. The US also 
helps out with export concessions, as Israel 
is designated as a “developing country” by 
the US, despite its high per capita income, 
which accords Israel reduced or non-existent 
tariffs on exports to the USA. Consequently, 
96 percent of Israel’s US$1 billion exports to 
the USA enter free of tariffs.

As well there is a more informal type of 
aid, a network of Jewish fund raising groups in 
the US send substantial fi nancial donations to 

Israel. With the exception of Israel Development 
Bonds, most of these funds are considered chari-
table donations and are fully tax deductible in 
the US. The IMF reports such unoffi cial aid at 
about $I billion per year.

There are other forms of US aid to Israel that 
are diffi cult to track. In 1976 the US Congress 
created a special fi nancing method, called the 
Arms Export Control Act, to conceal of some of 
this aid and to so hinder criticism of the exact 
amount of assistance given to Israel.

The USA’s backing of Israel is principally 
due to the US need for a western military out-
post in the region. Israel faithfully serves US 
strategic interests by providing a reliable and 
useful ally to help the US maintain control of 
the region and to guard the oil resources and 
supply lines of the Middle East.

In summary, Israel is the largest recipient 
of US foreign aid in US history. And US aid to 
Israel approximates almost one half of Israel’s 
national income. The huge extent of the military 
and economic assistance given to Israel makes 
the state very dependent on US support.

The amount of aid to Israel was relatively 
small in 1949, but in the late 1960s this assis-
tance increased considerably, climbing to 
US$2.6 billion in 1974 and growing each year 
since. From 1949 to 2007, Israel received more 
than US$156 billion in US aid. This support has 
made Israel one of the top fi ve arms exporters in 
the world and the Israeli army the fourth most 
powerful in the world.

This US aid funds the ongoing illegal occu-
pation of Palestine, the increasing expansion of 
Israeli settlements and the gross human rights 
violations against the Palestinian people. If 
there was ever a case of foreign aid sustaining 
occupation and oppression and funding inva-
sions and mass killings, then this is it. Israel’s 
colonial settlement projects in the occupied ter-
ritories could not be built without this essential 
US assistance.

So, despite the USA asserting that it wants 
to mediate to help resolve the Palestine confl ict, 
its huge sponsorship of Israel clearly exposes 
its deceit and utter hypocrisy on this issue. It is 
consequently the USA that is the real obstacle to 
ending the occupation and achieving peace and 
a just solution to the Palestinian tragedy. 

Israel – living and killing 
on United States aid

US aid to Israel approximates almost 
one half of Israel’s national income. 


