
Tom Pearson & Anna Pha

What an achievement! Almost 40 
years of continuous publication, 
the Workers’ Weekly giving voice 
to and supporting the rights and 
struggles of all who are oppressed, 
exploited and robbed of their 
rights by monopoly capital. As the 
paper of the Communist Party of 
Australia, as a Marxist-Leninist 
publication, it has throughout 
those years supported the strug-
gles of workers, the unemployed, 
Indigenous Australians, students, 
asylum seekers, migrants, women, 
pensioners, small farmers and 
small business as well as fi ghting 
for the survival of our planet. The 
paper was originally named SPA, 
then The Socialist, before becom-
ing The Guardian. The fi rst issues 
were monthly, then fortnightly 
before becoming weekly. It is 
with pride that the Communist 
Party of Australia celebrates this 
important milestone and produces 
this special anniversary edition of 
The Guardian.

It is no mean achievement for 
a small political party to sustain a 
weekly which is so highly regarded 
by many in the trade union movement 
and by other activists involved in 
left and progressive struggles. None 
of the major parties with all their 
wealth and larger memberships have 
ever managed such a feat. Of course, 
they do not have the same need for 
a paper of their own. Bankrolled and 
subservient to big capital they have 
no need of a weekly. They also have 
the propaganda services of media 
magnate Rupert Murdoch and Fairfax 
publications at their service (and 
occasionally to pull them into the 
corporate line).

A look back over the 1,500 issues 
provides much more than an historical 
record of events or a nostalgic trip 
down memory lane for older read-
ers, although it certainly does jolt 
the memory box. It offers valuable 
insights into today’s struggles and 
lessons for the future. It is a political, 
historical and ideological documen-
tary of almost 40 years of capitalism, 
in particular, in its imperialist form.

Over those 1,500 issues there 
have been thousands of articles ana-
lysing economic, social, political and 
cultural developments in Australia 
and overseas. Campaigns have 
been waged around pressing issues 
of the day, the Communist Party’s 
(and before that Socialist Party of 
Australia’s) alternative policies have 
been promoted. There have been edu-
cational articles on political economy 
and philosophy.

The paper has marked historic 
anniversaries, carried book, fi lm and 

TV reviews and in the Letters to the 
Editor section readers have contrib-
uted their views and debated issues. 
In addition, for some years now The 
Guardian has had its own cartoonist. 
The collection of cartoons from Pete’s 
Corner on the website has scores thou-
sands of hits every week. Pete is one 
of a number of committed volunteers 
who are the lifeblood of the paper.

The capitalist 
treadmill

One of the most striking features 
looking back over these pages is the 
repetition of themes, of struggles. 
Take for example, the issues raised in 
the fi rst edition of SPA, dated March 
1971. Under the headline “RIGHT 
TO WORK”, it reads:

“The right to work of thousands 
of Australians is threatened.

“The basic cause is the workings 
of the profi teering monopoly capital-
ist system.

“The McMahon [Coalition – Ed] 
Government, as the outright repre-
sentative of this system, will protect 
the monopolies.

“Therefore, this Government 
must go.

“The key task, however, is to 
build workers’ united action for the 
right to work, higher wages, shorter 
hours, price and profi t control.

“Such action must include the 
demand to end monopoly aggressive 
war policy which makes a major con-
tribution to the economic diffi culties.

“This workers’ movement can 
help those sections, such as the farm-
ers, who are also feeling the effect of 
the system. Such a people’s movement 
can challenge monopoly.”

Change the name of the prime 

minister from McMahon to Fraser, 
Hawke, Keating, Howard, Rudd or 
Gillard and the comments remain as 
valid as they were then. The same 
issues of jobs, wages, working hours, 
prices, profi ts, exploitation of farmers 
and war are still with us today. Prime 
ministers come and go as Labor and 
Liberal take turns to govern under the 
two-party system, but the needs and 
demands of workers, small farmers 
and the demands for jobs, wages, 
shorter working hours, better work-
ing conditions, lower prices, peace 
and the defeat of monopoly capital 
remain unfulfi lled.

Any concessions wrung out of 
employers and governments are under 
constant threat and are wound back 
by employers and governments at 
every opportunity. They are never 
permanent. They have to be constantly 
defended – the struggle never lets up. 
That is capitalism. That is the class 
struggle – labour versus capital – in 
its many forms.

Wages struggle
Reading through back issues 

confi rms the validity of Marx’s writ-
ings on the wages treadmill under 
capitalism. Wage freezes, wage 
restraint, infl ation eating into wage 
rises, strike actions for wage rises, 
unions fi ned for industrial action 
in pursuit of wage rises or defence 
of working conditions are constant 
themes through all 1,500 issues. As 
the worker in one cartoon (11/4/84)) 
says: “Remember the days when we 
dreamed of getting the wages we are 
going broke on now?”

The struggle for equal pay for 
women is one example where many 
gains made during the 1970s and 
early ‘80s have been undermined 

by the stripping back of awards and 
reliance on enterprise agreements 
and individual employment contracts 
(AWAs – the Howard government’s 
Australian Workplace Agreements).

There are endless articles on eco-
nomic crises, recession and unemploy-
ment. “BHP mineworkers fi ght for 
jobs” (page 1, 16/2/2000) is a typical 
recession headline. In that particular 
struggle 1,000 BHP employees took 
part in a 24 hour-national stoppage. 
In the previous four years 6,575 coal 
mineworkers had been retrenched in 
NSW – a staggering 26 percent of 
the workforce. Today is boom time 
again for the mining sector, but for 
how long?

Trade union rights
The attacks on trade union rights 

and democratic rights have been 
another constant – Section 45 D of 
the Trades Practices Act, the anti-
union laws in Western Australia and 
Queensland, WorkChoices and Reith’s 
laws, the “anti-terrorism” laws, the 
ASIO laws, the Australian Building 
and Construction Commission, the 
virtual outlawing of the right to strike, 
weakening and non-enforcement 
of occupational health and safety 
laws …..

The Guardian has not only sup-
ported the struggles for wage rises and 
other workers’ rights, but provided 
the political and economic analysis 
behind developments and government 
legislation.

There were many important 
struggles over the 40 years - Weipa, 
Pilbara, Mudginberri Meatworks, 
Dollar Sweets, the vicious attack on 
the Maritime Union of Australia, Your 
Rights @ Work, to name a few. There 
are ongoing articles about miners, 

building workers, teachers, nurses, 
community workers and many oth-
ers fi ghting for wage rises, fi ghting 
for recognition of their skills and 
experience.

During the years of the Accord 
(the social contract between the 
ACTU and Hawke Labor govern-
ment), the campaign became one 
for a 38 hour week. This period of 
“co-operation with employers” saw 
class struggle replaced by class col-
laboration and some vicious attacks 
on those unions that refused to accept 
wage restraint.

Patterns of struggle
Patterns also emerge in the report-

age of state and federal budgets. The 
1970s were years of progressive 
reforms, when the federal government 
had begun phasing in universal access 
to the aged pension. Many initiatives 
were taken to assist the unemployed. 
Capitalism was under pressure as 
workers in the socialist USSR and 
east European countries achieved 
full employment, free education 
and health services, equal pay, paid 
maternity leave, heavily subsidised 
workplace childcare, and low cost 
housing and other services.

In later years, with the onset 
of economic rationalism under the 
Hawke/Keating governments, the roll 
back of social welfare and workers’ 
rights began in earnest. The demise 
of those socialist countries removed 
some pressure to deliver. Recessions 
and budget defi cits became excuses 
to privatise and attack welfare ben-
efi ts. Terrorism became the excuse 
for an all out offensive on democratic 
rights.
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Press Fund – Special Appeal 
The Guardian is produced on a shoestring budget. It does not 
receive corporate donations and does not charge for advertisements 
from left and progressive organisations. It relies on a small group 
of dedicated staff and volunteers who contribute to its pages, 
handle subscriptions and wrap the paper for posting to subscribers. 
The price is kept as low as possible as we appreciate many of our 
readers are not on high incomes. The money raised in the Press 
Fund is used to help pay the bills – printing, phone, electricity, 
wages etc.
The raising of finance is central to being able to produce the 
paper. We are calling on readers to mark this special occasion, the 
publication of the 1,500th issue by sending a special contribution to 
the Press Fund.
Please help us on our way for the next 1,500 issues – to the 3,000th 
issue. All contributions received by the end of May will go into a 
special draw for a $100 voucher from the CPA bookshop. Just send 
your contact details with your contribution and indicate whether 
your name (or pseudonym) can be published. All contributions are 
welcome, whether they are $1,500 (a dollar for every issue), $150 
(ten cents for every issue) or whatever you can afford.

From SPA to 
The Guardian
The fi rst edition of the SPA was in March 1972, fol-
lowing the founding of the Socialist Party in December 
1971. It initially came out monthly but with a name 
change in the November 5, 1975 to “the Socialist”, it 
was published weekly. The next name change was to 
The Guardian in the January 30 issue in 1985. Over 
those years the size of the paper has ranged from its 
initial four pages to 16 pages when it included two 
Greek and two Arabic language pages. There was also 
a separate Greek language edition for several years.

The fi rst editor was comrade Allan Miller who at 
the time was based in Adelaide. He was followed by 
comrades Peter Symon, Hannah Middleton, Anna Pha 
and the current editor Tom Pearson. Special recogni-
tion should be given to the hard work by comrade 
Donna who worked for the Party for over 30 years 
and managed its distribution over many of those 
years.

The CPA and The Guardian wish to thank all the 
other comrades and supporters who have made pos-
sible those 1,500 issues over those years – the staff 
and many volunteers who have contributed articles 
and photos, have passed on information, done the 
proof reading, organised the distribution and wrapped 
the paper for mailing out to subscribers.

Thanks too to all our loyal subscribers and sell-
ers of The Guardian, our tens of thousands of readers 
on the internet and to all those who have given us the 
fi nancial support to pay the bills.

We hope that this special commemorative issue 
will inspire you to take out a subscription if you are 
not already a subscriber and buy another one as a 
present for a friend. We are making a special appeal 
for contributions to the Press Fund in this issue. We 
also take this opportunity to invite readers to send us 
stories, photos and write letters to the editor. 

Top seller competition
As part of the celebration of the 1,500th issue of the paper The Guardian is holding 
a competition with a prize of a $100 voucher from the CPA Book Shop. All you have 
to do is sell as many copies of The Guardian as you can during the month of May – 
issues published on May 2, 9, 16 & 23. (See page 11 for subscription details)

Send in your receipts from your local Branch Treasurer or send the money from your 
sales with details direct to: Top Seller, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2047

The closing date for entries is Wednesday June 15. Please include your phone 
number or email address with your entry. Additional copies of The Guardian may 
be obtained from local Party organisations or by phoning 02 969 9884 or emailing 
amanda@cpa.org.au

Greetings
KKE (Communist Party of Greece)
Dear comrades,

On the occasion of the publication of the 1500th edition of The Guardian, the CPA’s newspaper, we 
extend our warm congratulations and we convey to you the fraternal greetings of the Greek communists.

The Communist Party press, as collective propagandist, agitator and organiser of the masses – as pointed 
out by Lenin – constitutes the indispensable tool for the intervention of the communists and the building of 
the communist party.

We wish all success to The Guardian and to your struggle for the rights of the working class and for 
socialism.

With comradely greetings,

The International Relations Section of the CC of KKE.

Communist Party of Venezuela
Dear Comrades,

On Behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Venezuela we send greetings on the 
occasion of the publication of the 1500th issue of The Guardian, newspaper of the Communist Party of 
Australia.

It is characteristic of a Marxist-Leninist organisation to fulfi ll its responsibility with the working class and 
for this it uses the propaganda and agitation with its media, one of the most important, without any 
doubt, is the revolutionary newspaper, in paper or electronic form.

Through The Guardian, the Venezuelan communists follow with great interest the struggles of the 
Australian working class and its Communist Party of Australia for peace, social justice and socialism.

In this historic moment of the 1500th issue, the Communist Party of Venezuela wishes you success for 
future struggles. You can always count on the militant solidarity of our party.

Red and Communist greetings

Oscar Figuera, General Secretary, Carolus Wimmer, secretary for International Relations.

People’s Voice – Canada
Comrades,

On behalf of the Editorial Board of People’s Voice, Canada’s communist newspaper, please accept our 
warmest congratulations on the occasion of the 1500th issue of The Guardian. Your publication’s out-
standing role as a dynamic and principled voice for revolutionary change and Marxist-Leninist analysis is 
deeply appreciated by working class activists and your fellow Communists around the world.

Many of our Canadian readers follow The Guardian closely on the web, and we recognise that your 
articles and commentaries are among the best to be found anywhere in the English language.

At a time when the “battle of ideas” between the ideologies of socialism and capitalism continues to 
intensify, The Guardian is a powerful political and theoretical weapon in the hands of the international 
working class, far beyond the borders of Australia. We wish you all the best in the period ahead, as we 
advance our common struggles for peace, democracy, labour rights, equality, environmental justice, and 
socialism.

News for people, not for profi ts!

Kimball Cariou, Editor, People’s Voice.

Communist Party of Burma 
Dear Comrades,

We herewith offer our heartiest congratulations for the 1,500th issue of The Guardian. We fully acknowl-
edge the contribution The Guardian made to the International Communist Movement and its role in the 
struggle for workers’ rights, social justice, peace and the environment in Australia.

We can completely understand how hard it is for a publication like The Guardian to survive and march 
forward amidst the capitalist suppression in various deceitful ways. Only with the devotion and the perse-
verance of the Australian Communists can a newspaper like The Guardian be progressed.

Long Live The Guardian!

Comradely Yours,

Po Than Joung, Head of the International Liaison Department, Communist Party of Burma. 
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Bob Briton

The publication of the 1500th issue of The 
Guardian is a signifi cant achievement. For 
members and supporters of the Communist 
Party of Australia it’s an occasion for refl ec-
tion on the decades of political activity the 
milestone represents and an opportunity to 
consider how best to advance the work of 
the Party in future.

The Party is going to considerable effort 
to mark the occasion because it believes that 
the working class press plays a crucial role in 
organising and informing the more politically 
aware and active workers of Australia. It is 
an important link between those workers and 
the Party, which has the task of uniting left 
and progressive forces and showing leader-
ship in the movement to achieve socialism 
in Australia.

At the same time that the Party is con-
sidering these questions, there is something 
of an upsurge of criticism, in Australia and 
internationally, of core beliefs of Marxism-
Leninism. In addition to the unrelenting (and 
predictable) attacks from the corporate media 
and other mouthpieces for capitalism there is 
concern being expressed by some on the left 
about the relevance of democratic centralism, 
the need for a disciplined, united party, the 
leading role of the Marxist-Leninist party in 
the revolutionary social change from capital-
ism to socialism and the need for a working 
class press.

It’s regrettable that controversy over these 
very basic concepts persists because the need 
for a united, active Marxist-Leninist party 
has never been greater in Australia or the 
other countries of the world yet to start the 
building of socialism. The US and its allies 
have been emboldened by the developments 
of recent times to pursue their ruling classes’ 
economic and geo-political interests with war 
after war. The plundering of the peoples of 
the global “south” by the “north” is not easing 
but accelerating. Australian governments and 
corporations have been complicit in these acts 
of aggression.

Neo-liberalism has not given up on its goal 
of privatising essentially all public services and 
enterprise. The ongoing global economic crisis 
has not blunted this offensive at all. In fact it 
has been used as an excuse for more theft of 
public assets and the imposition of harsh aus-
terity measures on the victims of exploitation 
– working people, students and pensioners. 
Reformist parties like the Australian Labor 
Party have given up on pro-people change 
once contained in its policies and are dancing 
to the neo-liberal tune.

We don’t need a political force commit-
ted to the same old politics that have landed 
us in the current dire predicament. People are 
resisting the attacks on their interests but we 
urgently need an infl uential political force 
that is clear about how we can move beyond 
capitalism to arrive eventually at socialism. It 
is this type of political force that the founders 
of the Communist Party of Australia and other 
Marxist-Leninist parties around the world set 
out to establish and which their current mem-
berships are committed to building. There is 
now an added urgency for the success of this 
project. The climate emergency is deepening. 
If capitalism prevails the future survival of 
humanity is in grave doubt.

Coherence versus anarchy
It is obvious that much has changed since 

Lenin established his “party of a new type” 
roughly a century ago. A greater proportion 
of the working class is employed in service 
industries today than in the past. Getting the 
Party’s point of view in front of workers now 
involves getting it onto their computer monitor 
or mobile device as well as onto the lunchroom 
table. Neo-liberalism has made many advances 
in the battle of ideas and the terrain it is being 
fought out on, which includes the new media, 
is far from even. It is tilted steeply against the 
forces for change.

People’s working hours have stretched 
further into their free time than before the era 
of neo-liberalism. Many are obliged to study 
to stay in their job and keeping a household 
running requires a lot more attention than it 
used to in the recent past. Money worries are 
grinding people down and straining relation-
ships. Even so, it is worth remembering that the 
founders of the labour movement worked 12 
hour days and six day weeks. They had none of 
the labour saving gadgets we take for granted 
and life was undoubtedly harsher.

Lenin never envisaged that the party he 
established would keep the exact same form 
it adopted before the Russian Revolution. 
However, he stressed again and again that 
certain basic features were not up for grabs. 
Members had to be active in a party organisa-
tion. There were to be no “book members” 
who drift in and out of activity on a whim. 
Decisions would be arrived at through demo-
cratic centralism, i.e. those holding a minority 
position must carry out decisions arrived at by 
the majority after the fullest discussion and 
lower party bodies must carry out decisions 
of the elected higher bodies.

This concept doesn’t sit comfortably 
with the individualism pumped into popular 
culture over the past several decades. Loose 
networks and absolute autonomy would seem 
to be adapted to the spirit of the times. These 
decentralised methods were said to be the key 
to the massive turn out for anti-capitalist pro-
tests like the one against the WTO in Seattle 
in 1999. That “headless” international move-
ment stalled and fi nally disappeared for lack of 
leadership. That could have been predicted. It 
would happen to the international Communist 
movement, too, if ever it embraced such an 
anarchic approach to organisation.

Communist parties believe that a leadership 
that is up to the job of guiding fundamental 
change in society (and the various forms of 
struggle that will involve) must be built. That 
leadership must be united and coherent. More 
and more people are looking for such leadership 
among all the false starts and dead-ends that 
parade onto the political stage. Occasionally 
reactionary populists like Pauline Hanson’s One 
Nation manage to tap into and twist people’s 
frustrated desire for greater control over the 
political process.

Words and their content
The mighty ideological machinery avail-

able to the capitalists has long been directed 
against the system’s logical alternative – social-
ism. Terms associated with socialism such as 
“democratic centralism”, “Marxism-Leninism”, 
“historical materialism” and the “dictatorship of 
the proletariat” have been demonised or mocked 

and pilloried. Many people are so conditioned 
by this campaign that they won’t even consider 
the actual meaning of the words.

Some Communists have used terms like 
these and others so thoughtlessly and exces-
sively that they have fuelled the communication 
problem. Thankfully, they are few in number 
but the unintended effect of their actions can 
be corrosive. The “born to lead” attitude of 
some misguided Communists has occasion-
ally had a negative effect on relations with 
the social movements grappling with issues 
like environmental destruction, the rights of 
Indigenous peoples, gay, lesbian, transgendered 
and intersex people.

It has been observed in Latin America that 
the more successful Communist parties are the 
ones that have made the greatest effort to break 
down these misunderstandings. Those that 
haven’t made that effort have been sidelined 
while others press forward to make important 
changes in society.

In the history of the Communist move-
ment, the words mentioned have at times 
been associated with gross violations of the 
very concepts they describe. Patience will 
usually be needed to describe the meaning 
behind “democratic centralism”. But the need 
for patience to explain the concept shouldn’t 
be used as an excuse to ditch this essential 
organisational tool or the other fundamentals 
of the socialist world outlook listed above. If 
the application of democratic centralism has 
proven diffi cult the challenge is to fi nd the 
way to make it work, not throw the baby out 
with the bath water.

Left criticisms of democratic centralism 
and other characteristics of Communist par-
ties are not new. They have been resurfacing 
in the movement since the times of Lenin and 
can be seen in his battles with the Menshevik 
Martov. Browderism, The New Left and Euro-
Communism followed in the years to come. 
New themes have been added to the same old 
notion – that an easier way to socialism can be 
plucked like some low hanging fruit.

As long ago as 1904, Lenin noted in One 
Step Forward, Two Steps Back:

“… [It] happens in the history of nations 
and in the development of parties ... We have 
already won a great deal, and we must go on 
fi ghting, undismayed by reverses, fi ghting 
steadfastly, scorning the philistine methods 
of circle wrangling, doing our very utmost to 
preserve the hard-won single Party tie linking 
all Russian Social-Democrats [Communists], 
and striving by dint of persistent and system-
atic work to give all Party members, and the 
workers in particular, a full and conscious 
understanding of the duties of Party members 
… The proletariat can, and inevitably will, 
become an invincible force only through its 
ideological unifi cation on the principles of 
Marxism being reinforced by the material unity 
of organisation, which welds millions of toilers 
into an army of the working class.”

An army of millions of workers with a 
common aim to end exploitative class soci-
ety – that’s a great but daunting ambition. 
The struggle of the Party (and its paper) to 
put real content into the words used by the 
Communist movement goes on to this very day. 
It is cause for optimism that as new criticisms 
of Communist methods arise, more and more 
people are recognising the need for the type 
of vision it represents. 

Putting meaning 
into words

Adelaide

1500th issue of the CPA’s newspaper The Guardian
Everybody is welcome to come to a celebration of the 1500th issue of The Guardian.

6pm on Monday May 16 at the Semaphore Workers Club, 93 Esplanade, Semaphore

There will be speakers from the community, some examples of the paper over the years, 

some food to share and a toast to the future of the working class press.

For further information contact Bob on 0418 894 366.
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Just after the last war in a small village 
outside Prague in Czechoslovakia, there 
were seven shops. The villagers found 
nearly everything they needed there, or if 
they didn’t, they did without.

These little shops were always open late 
into the night, and you could pop in for bread 
or cheese or a candle. You would fi nd the 
shopkeepers there, working away.

And if you wanted milk for your breakfast, 
they’d be there again at six in the morning. 
The baker would be up and about even earlier.

The shopkeepers of Huchle were always 
working, even on Sundays.

After the war, times were hard.
But the young men who came back to 

the village were full of excited talk of a new, 
socialist, future.

Some people thought there was something 
in what they said, but others weren’t so sure.

The seven shopkeepers, too, were divided, 
and when the news from Prague said they had 
a socialist government they really did wonder 
what would happen next.

It wasn’t long till things did begin to hap-
pen – some good, they thought, and some not 
so good, but they went along with everything 
because it seemed, on the whole, very sensible.

Then one fi ne day came proposals to 
nationalise shops – their shops.

Well, now, that was quite another matter, 
and they debated it heatedly.

In the end, though some of them decided to 
go along with the plans, two of them couldn’t 
see their way to agree.

And so it was. Five became employees 
of the government, and their shops did well 
because men in Prague bought for them and 
arranged transport for them, and paid for their 
repairs and renovations. And they worked from 
eight o’ clock until six.

When they were ill, they discovered, they 
were paid, and someone else would come 
and tend the shop. They found, too, that they 
could go on holidays and still be paid, just like 
other people.

Very soon, too, one of them became man-
ager of his old shop and some young staff were 
put under him that he’d never have been able to 
hire himself. Another was promoted to another 
department, and then was moved to Prague, and 
came home to swank about it at the weekends.

It didn’t take long for the two who had 
opted out to change their minds and opt in, 
and as time went on they, too, were glad of 
the changes that socialism had brought them.

And they grew older and watched their 
families growing up and moving into jobs, and 
thought how luckily life had dealt with them. 
And many years passed tranquilly.

One day, they heard a lot of talk going 
about, using words they didn’t really under-
stand, about the market economy, and priva-
tisation, and the importance of individualism 
and free enterprise.

People who came to the village talked about 
these notions, just like in the old times, but they 
used big words and very clever arguments.

It seemed from what they said that people 
were only really happy when they worked for 
themselves.

This seemed a strange idea. After all they’d 
been told for years of the need to work for others, 
and they had begun to take certain pride in it.

But the new idea seemed to be popular. So, 
they thought, maybe we are old. Let’s go along 
with it; important people say it’s the right thing 
to do. And they did.

That is why there are now seven shopkeep-
ers in the village of Huchle in Czechoslovakia, 
and they are always working, even on days 
when other people don’t.

They never go on holidays because they 
can’t afford to close the shop. And they have 
to close when they are ill.

And they are puzzled when Western tourists 
whom they have never seen before come to 
them and shake their hands and tell them how 
glad they are that they’re free at last.
June 1990 

Nationalisation 
and privatisation
A sad fairytale with an unhappy ending

The Prime Minister Bob Hawke made a commitment on June 
13, 1988, to more than 10,000 Aboriginal people gathered at 
Barunga, near Katherine in the Northern Territory, to celebrate 
the survival of their culture.

Hawke was presented with the Barunga statement, a historic 
declaration and principles underlying Aboriginal claims. The fol-
lowing is the statement:

We the indigenous owners and occupiers of Australia call on the 
Australian Government and people to recognise our rights:
• to self-determination and self management including the freedom 

to pursue our own economic, social, religious and cultural 
development;

• to permanent control and enjoyment of our ancestral land;
• to compensation for the loss of use of lands, there having been no 

extinction of original title;
• to protection and control of access to our sacred sites, sacred 

objects, artefacts, designs, knowledge and works of art;
• to the return of the remains of our ancestors for burial in 

accordance with our traditions;
• to respect for and promotion of our Aboriginal identity, including 

the cultural, linguistic, religious and historical aspects, including 
the right to be educated in our own languages, and in our own 
culture and history;

• in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights, the International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, rights to life, liberty, security 
of person, food, clothing, housing, medical care, education and 
employment opportunities, necessary social services and other 
basic human rights.

We call on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass laws 
providing:
• a national elected Aboriginal and Islander organisation to oversee 

Aboriginal and Islander affairs;
• a national system of land rights;
• a police and justice system which recognises our customary laws 

and frees us from discrimination and any activity which may 
threaten our identity or security, interfere with our freedom of 
expression or association, or otherwise prevent our full enjoyment 
and exercise of universally recognised human rights and 
fundamental freedoms.

We call on the Australian Government to support Aborigines in 
the development of an International Declaration of Principles for 
Indigenous Rights, leading to an International Covenant.

And we call on the Commonwealth Parliament to negotiate with 
us a Treaty or Compact recognising our prior ownership, continued 
occupation and sovereignty and affi rming our human rights and 
freedoms.
June 1988 

The Barunga 
Statement

In early May troops of the National Liberation Front of South Viet 
Nam entered Saigon victorious after 40 years of armed struggle 
against a succession of French, Japanese and American colonial 
oppressors.

Life quickly returned to normal in the capital and organs of revo-
lutionary state power were set up to administer the mammoth task of 
reconstructing a country which has for the previous 10 years borne 
the full brunt of the most savage attacks of the world’s strongest 
imperialist power.

By December meetings between representatives from the North 
and South of the divided country had decided to begin the process of 
re-unifi cation.

General elections for a National Assembly will be held in 
the fi rst half of 1976, effectively giving Viet Nam a single united 
government.

Cambodia and Laos also won their independence and established 
people’s power during 1975 and have embarked on the road of revo-
lutionary anti-imperialist development.
Dec 1975 

Victory in Indo China

The right of married women to work, a basic human right, still 
has to be fought for as we approach the 21st century.

It is a tragic refl ection on our society that the rights of 50 percent 
of the population are still denied. Victory over backward thinking and 
practice prevailed recently when the Full Bench of the Arbitration Court 
ordered a variation of the local municipal offi cers award to prevent 
councils from sacking employees, male or female, because of their sex.

The decision however, came too late for Mrs Janine Marshall 20, 
library worker, who was dismissed last August by the Rockhampton 
City Council.

Mrs Marshal had one drawback. She was married! 
It is regrettable that the Full Bench saw fi t to ensure Mrs Marshall 

is still without her job due to their failure to grant retrospectivity to last 
August. United Nations decisions demand the right of married women 
to work, as does the ILO. In this the UN Decade for Women the right 
of married women must be assured in practice.

The struggle of married women for the right to work is an essential 
part of the overall struggle for this basic human right for all people. The 
labour movement must combat all efforts by the forces of reaction to lay 
the blame of high youth unemployment at the feet of married women.
May 1978 

Married women 
still fighting for 
the right to work
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Rob Gowland

April 22 was the anniversary of the birth of 
Lenin, the great leader, teacher and guide 
of the working class. He was born in 1870 
in Simbirsk on the Volga. His family was 
middle class, but his elder brother Aleksandr 
was already an anti-tsarist revolutionary.

Alekandr’s execution for his part in a plot 
to assassinate the Tsar was one of the factors 
that convinced Lenin of the futility of individual 
acts of terror favoured by the anarchists and Left 
Social Revolutionaries and turned him instead 
towards the realisation that only mass action 
by the people can effect real change in society.

He is known the world over as simply 
Lenin, but his real name was Vladimir Ilyich 
Ulyanov. He adopted the revolutionary nom de 
plume Lenin (“man from the Lena”) after strik-
ing miners on Russia’s Lena River goldfi elds 
were suppressed by the Tsar’s troops and police.

He was not a particularly imposing fi gure, 
nor was he a fi ery orator, yet when he died in 
1924 at the comparatively early age of 53, tens 
of thousands of workers and peasants spontane-
ously headed into Moscow from surrounding 
towns and villages, farms and factories, to show 
their respect and express their grief. 

To coincide with his funeral in Red Square 
on Sunday January 27, 1924, all work stopped 
for fi ve minutes throughout the Soviet Union. 
And not just in the USSR: workers all over the 
world (including here in Australia) downed tools 
to honour his life and work – and to express 
dismay at his passing.

Lenin himself had summed up the eco-
nomic situation in the Soviet republics at the 
end of the civil war in 1921 as “crushing ruin, 
want and impoverishment”. And yet, under his 
inspired leadership the Bolsheviks had given 
these cold and hungry people hope. The heavy 
boot of the aristocrats and capitalist ruling class 
had been forcibly removed from the people’s 
collective neck.

Lenin’s body lay in state in the House of 
Trade Unions for four days while an unending 
stream of mourners braved the rigours of a 
Russian winter to fi le by his bier.

As a direct response to his death, almost a 
quarter of a million Soviet workers applied to 
join the Communist Party and 150,000 young 
people joined the Komsomol in what became 
known as the Lenin Enrolment. This remark-
able act signifi cantly increased the proportion 
of workers in the Party.

Lenin’s death was a tragic loss not only for 
the people of the Soviet Union, just embarking 
on the struggle to build a new society literally 
on the ruins of an old one, but also a tragic loss 
for all progressive humanity.

“Even at that time, the incalculable contri-
bution he made to the revolutionary renewal 
of the world, which was only just beginning, 
and the stature he achieved as a statesman of 
a completely new type, whose like had never 
been seen in human history, were recognised 
throughout the world.” (History of the USSR. 
The Era of Socialism Progress 1982).

In 1922, the then leader of the newly formed 
Australian Communist Party, JS (Jock) Garden, 
was selected to represent the Trades & Labour 
Council at the 4th Congress of the Communist 
International. Well-known working class activist 
Tom Payne later recalled: “With the endorse-
ment of the new Communist Party I was given 
the honour of accompanying Garden as a visitor 
to the Soviet Union. …

“As yet, I had not seen or heard Lenin. I 
knew his name only as a treasured word among 
class-conscious workers the world over. I tried 
to picture Lenin in person. I imagined his physi-
cal stature might well conform to his immense 
mental powers.

“I pictured this leader of the greatest revo-
lutionary confl ict of all time as a big man: an 
aggressive, challenging personality. Now I was 
about to hear him address the 4th Congress of 
the Comintern.

“I still recall the tremendous ovation from 
the delegates as Lenin took the rostrum. Yet 
Lenin displayed no feelings of emotion. The 
dimensions of his genius were not expressed in 

any oratorical fl are. Not how he spoke but what 
he had to say added strength and confi dence to 
his leadership.

“Nor was Lenin the big physical man that 
my youthful and romantic imaginings led me to 
expect. Had I not known it was Lenin, he could 
have been just another delegate.”

What Lenin had to say was in fact listened 
to and acted on by millions all around the 
world. That is one of the reasons the counter-
revolutionaries in Russia today have tried so 
hard to get rid of Lenin’s mausoleum from 
Red Square. The Russian government refused 
to continue paying for its upkeep and power 
consumption, so the Communist Party of the 
Russian Federation stepped in and pays for it 
instead from members’ funds.

Former Labor Party leader and staunch 
Catholic Arthur Calwell wrote an appreciation of 
Lenin, under the title “A Great Russian Patriot” 
(yes I know, hard to believe but it’s true) for 
the commemorative booklet Lenin Through 
Australian Eyes: an Australian Contribution 
to the Lenin Centenary in 1970.

In it Calwell makes comments like: “The 
historical signifi cance of the October Revolution 
was world shattering at the time; it still remains 
so today.” And the very interesting “Lenin was 
opposed to engaging in wars outside Russia 
unless Russia was attacked, and he was cer-
tainly never in favour of world revolution as 
later expounded by Trotsky, and opposed in 
the Leninist tradition by Stalin.”

Calwell recalls that he and his family visited 
the USSR in 1967. “On September 2nd, 1967, 
my wife, daughter and I were accorded a special 
privilege in being shown the private apartments 
in the Kremlin occupied by Lenin, his wife and 
sister from 1917 after they had moved from 
Leningrad [Petrograd], until his death in 1924.

“There were no more than four small rooms, 
if I remember rightly, that contained the barest 
necessities of life. The furniture and the cooking 
utensils were very simple and were designed 
for ordinary people.”

At the time, Lenin was identifi ed even in 
Soviet fi lms and articles as “the dictator of 
Soviet Russia”, but as Calwell observes astutely: 
“The family must have lived the same Spartan 
existence in the Kremlin that they lived as 
émigrés for most of their lives.”

Calwell also reminds us that Lenin wrote 
an article entitled “In Australia” in June 1913, 
in which he commented on the outcome of that 
year’s Federal election, noting that Australia is 
“a peculiar capitalist country. … The Australian 
Labor Party does not even claim to be a Socialist 
party. As a matter of fact, it is a Liberal party and 
the so-called Liberals are really Conservatives.”

Arthur Calwell adds: “All of Lenin’s criti-
cism was valid. The extraordinary thing is that 
he should have found time to follow so closely 

the events in a vast country of only four million 
people, or thereabouts.

“The Labor Party adopted a socialist objec-
tive at the Brisbane Conference in 1921, four 
years after the Russian Revolution, and as a 
direct consequence of it.”

Then, in a prophetic paragraph, Calwell 
observes, again quoting Lenin: “Australia is 
still a ‘peculiar capitalist country’. There have 
been factors at work ever since the DLP split, 
to try and turn the Labor Party into a petty 
bourgeois party.

“These people have abandoned the socialist 
objective they professed to believe in before 
1955, but there are other elements, who are 
still in the party and who desire to abandon our 
working class base and our socialist philoso-
phies and substitute a middle class party, that 
would make us almost indistinguishable from 
our so-called Liberal opponents.”

Lenin was very experienced in identifying 
and combating the many variations of petty 
bourgeois politics, especially of course the 
numerous departures from Marxism that are 
thrown up in varied guises.

For most of his political life his leadership 
of the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party 
(RSDLP) was traduced and beset by challenges 
(often underhand) from supposed comrades. For 
much of the time he was in a minority on the 
CC of the Party. That he won and carried the 
party with him is a tribute to the brilliance of 
his analysis and the strength of his standing in 
the Party and among the revolutionary masses.

Today, the propagandists for the counter-
revolution in Russia have gone to great pains 
to rewrite the history of the USSR, especially 
in the schools, newspapers and on TV. They 
promote a line that is directly contradictory to 
Lenin’s actual position: they maintain that the 
October Revolution was not a revolution but 
merely a “coup” by an armed minority.

It’s as though the Civil War never hap-
pened. How is this little armed band supposed 
to have won it?

Russia in 1917 was seething with unrest 
and awash with weapons and armed men (there 
was a world war being fought on its territory, 
after all). No military putsch would have been 
successful, any more than the attempted counter-
revolutionary coup by General Kornilov was.

The lesson Lenin had learnt with the heroic 
but useless death of his brother, that revolutions 
are made by the masses, not by cliques of self-
appointed leaders, was the key to the October 
Revolution’s success.

Lenin’s brilliance was in leading and inspir-
ing those masses to do something that had never 
been successfully done before then: to overthrow 
a capitalist government and open the road – an 
exciting but very diffi cult road – to a new, radi-
cally different future for the human race. 

Lenin: Great leader, 
teacher, guide
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“Now more than ever, there is a need 
for The Guardian,” writes Jan Altman of 
NSW. Jan wrote to The Guardian express-
ing dismay over the coverage of events in 
socialist countries in the mass media and 
“even in the left press. I cannot believe 
that no good was achieved by socialist 
states, that ideology is redundant, that 
the International Monetary Fund is 
going to help the people of Hungary or 
Poland…”

“Thank God for The Guardian, which 
makes sense and keeps my spirits up in these 
diffi cult times.

“I have only seen a couple of issues of 
your paper, and now want to subscribe.

“I wonder how big your paper is, how 
well known it is ... Everyone should be read-
ing it.”

Thank you for those comments.
We are sure many of our readers 

share your feelings about the need for The 
Guardian.

We also agree that more people should 
be reading The Guardian. 

Our circulation could and should be 
much larger.

But, that won’t happen by wishing it!
There are many more “Jans” who, if 

they knew about The Guardian, would 
also react in the same way.

The question is: How can they fi nd out 
about The Guardian?

YOU can tell them.
YOU can show them The Guardian.
It is YOU, our readers, our Party 

members and supporters, who can intro-
duce The Guardian to new readers. 

So, wherever you come into contact 
with people – defending jobs, fi ghting 
rent increases and evictions, fi ghting the 
anti-abortionists, campaigning against 
the dumping of toxic wastes, defending a 
forest, saving a public hospital or school, 
opposing the third runway, campaigning 
for more child-care places, struggling for 
Aboriginal land rights ...

Wherever you are struggling, cam-
paigning, organising, fi ghting, there are 
other progressive like-minded people who 

would welcome a paper like The Guardian 
which supports their struggles, defends 
their interests.

So take one or two extra copies of The 
Guardian to give or sell to these people.

Follow up how they went, what they 
thought of The Guardian. See if you can 
make a regular customer and write to 
us, telling us how you got on, what they 
thought of the paper.

There is no other paper which pro-
vides the same information or working 
class analysis.

With the political situation shifting 
rapidly to the right we do not have the 
luxury of sitting back and hoping every-
thing will be all right.

The agenda cannot be left to the 
Keatings and Keltys and their patrons. The 
left voice must be heard, support won for 
the left alternative – and The Guardian 
has, a vital role to play in this process.

Make a resolution to promote and sell 
The Guardian in every fi eld of activity.
January 31, 1990 

Who is selfish? According to Prime 
Minister Fraser it is the trade unionists 
struggling for wage increases to make 
up for losses under partial indexation. 
The government opposes any wage rise 
for workers and is preparing to use its 
anti-trade union laws against the workers. 
And if these laws are not suffi cient the 
Court, Hamer and Bjelke governments 
are bringing in additional draconic laws 
directed against the unions.

But Fraser isn’t opposed to wage increases 
for himself and his friends and associates.

His basic salary of $67,142 has risen to 
$71,832 and Federal judges and high civil serv-
ants are to get rises up to 16.3 percent. BHP’s 
profi ts have increased by 58 percent and MIM 
Holdings made a record-breaking profi t of $150 
million and the shareholders have obtained a 
mammoth free share issue. Doctors’ fees are 
to go up by 13 to 14 percent.

It is against this background of high pros-
perity for the upper class that the anti-trade 
union drive has been launched.

This sinister attack on human rights should 
be the concern not only of trade unionists but 
of every writer, artist, academic, small shop 
keepers, and small business men.

INDIA, AFGHANISTAN AND 
SOVIET TAJIKISTAN

The fall of the Desai Government in India 
was due to its failure to solve the pressing eco-
nomic and social problems that affect the great 
mass of the people of that country. There are 
something like 40 or 50 million unemployed, 
the prices of essential foodstuffs keep soaring 
and large scale mass repression against the 
working people has been intensifi ed.

There is still 14 percent illiteracy.
Until a year or so ago in Afghanistan when 

a revolution took place and brought into exist-
ence the Democratic Republic, the economic 
and social situation there was worse than in 
India. The per capita income was 83 dollars 
per annum as against 3,500 dollars in Australia. 
Life expectancy was 37.5 one of the lowest in 

the world. We are indebted for these fi gures 
to the New York Times economic writer, Ann 
Crittenden.

CIA AT WORK
However this does not prevent the CIA and 

the murderous Pakistan military government 
training and equipping armies to try and over-
throw the Afghanistan Democratic Republic 
and return the country to the good old days of 
medieval squalor and exploitation.

We cannot avoid mentioning that next door 
to Afghanistan is the Soviet Socialist Republic 
of Tajikistan which before the revolution in 
1917 was very much like its neighbour. Then 
women in Tajikistan wore horse hair veils and 
could be stoned to death on a mullah’s orders.

Today women form a majority of scientists 
and academicians.

Before the 1917 revolution Tajikistan’s 
literacy rate was less than 0.5 percent; for the 
last three decades it has had universal literacy.

AND NOW A ROCK OPERA 
OF THE HITLER STORY

In the last fi ve years a spate of books in 
German and in English have poured off the 
presses in the Federal Republic of Germany 
and in England. Hitler has become the central 
fi gure of an “exciting drama” to quote a critic; 
biographies try to “see the world as Hitler 
saw it...” And pictures and a sort of scholarly 
apparatus are used to make the stories seem 
authentic and whitewash the great murderer.

As well as books there are fi lms about 
him and now in New York there is a musical 
the English Rock opera, “Der Fuhrer”. Adolf 
Hitler has been taken over by the entertain-
ment industry.

None of the books, fi lms or the musical 
(there will be more musicals?) attempt to ques-
tion why Nazism arose, or deal with the terrible 
crimes committed by the Nazis. The serious 
task of historical analysis is urgently needed to 
replace the vicious sensationalism – to really 
answer the questions asked by a generation that 
does not remember the Hitler years.

RESIGNATION OF AN ABC 
COMMISSIONER

David Williamson the famous Australian 
playwright has resigned as an ABC commis-
sioner, which has brought to light some of 
the goings on in the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission. It would appear that some of 
the commissioners are trying to turn the 
commission into a McCarthyite, inquisitorial 
body, ready to come down on any commen-
tator who dares criticise Fraser or Bjelke 
Petersen, or some apartheid loving Federal 
back-bencher. And this McCarthyite com-
mittee is about the worst of its kind because 
it is a secret witch hunt body protected from 
the public gaze. 

The National Times recently published 
the names of the commissioners. They include 
Laurie Short, Professor Leonie Kramer, Dr 
Rupert Goodman, Sir Bernard Callinan and 
John Norgard, the retired BHP executive who 
is chairman. It is said that Norgard is probably 
about the most progressive of that lot.

A FOOTNOTE:
Our contributor Judah Waten was a 

recipient of the AM (Member of the Order of 
Australia) in the last Queen’s birthday honours, 
for service to Australian literature.

He is very well known as a novelist and 
short story writer.

As well as being a member of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Party 
he is the President of the Melbourne Centre 
of International PEN and President of the 
Committee for the Promotion of Closer rela-
tions with the Writers of the Socialist commu-
nity. For over 20 years he was on the executive 
of the Fellowship of Australian Writers (Vic) 
and on two occasions Federal President of the 
Fellowship.

He was a member of the fi rst Literature 
Board established by the Whitlam Government 
and on the sub-committee which formulated 
the Public Lending Rights Scheme.
August 15,1979 
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Continued from page 1

Health
The articles on health reveal successive 

gains and take backs that are systemic to 
capitalism. In the 1970s the Whitlam Labor 
government introduced Medibank with bulk-
billing – no co-payment by patients. The Fraser 
Coalition destroyed Medibank. The unions and 
others in the community fought for and won 
Medicare from the Hawke Labor government. 
It was undermined in the later years of that 
government, then by the Howard government. 
Today the Gillard government is in the process 
of privatising Medicare by stealth. It is time 
for another big campaign around public health. 
There are similar stories about the gains and 
take backs around the pharmaceutical benefi ts 
scheme, public hospitals and dental services.

Privatisation
The attacks on Medicare, on teachers and 

nurses are linked to the privatisation agenda of 
successive governments, commencing with the 
Fraser government in 1975. The pages of our 
paper record the privatisations and provide an 
analysis of the ideology and economic reasons 
behind them and the consequences for the peo-
ple. The Party has steadfastly opposed privatisa-
tion and put forward alternative policies such 
as for a People’s Bank, a nationalised health 
system, abolition of university and TAFE fees, 
a national superannuation scheme and govern-
ment planning and re-regulation of capital fl ows, 
currency and interest rates by government. A 
number of these policies can be seen in the 
collage of front pages on pages 6 and 7.

Whitlam government
As the headline of SPA (December 1972) 

indicated, “Labor’s win brings a new situation” 
– the election of the Whitlam government. “The 
Australian people have swept Labor to power 
and opened an important period in Australian 
politics.” The mid and early 1970s was one of 
progressive change driven by mass movements, 
including the women’s movement.

The Whitlam government oversaw a large 
number of important and widely popular reforms 
in relatively short space of time. University 
fees were abolished. A new system of technical 
and further education (TAFE) was introduced, 
encouraging and assisting women, migrants and 
early school leavers to return to study. There 
were community learning centres, bridging 
programs, English language courses, childcare 
facilities for students and much more.

It is easy to forget just how progressive 
many of the reforms of the Whitlam government 
were – the last social democrat government in 
Australia to carry out such a program. The let-
ter to Gough Whitlam from the Socialist Party 
of Australia and his considered and detailed 
response (see page 9) in 1975 are in sharp con-
trast to the position of Labor governments that 
came later. Those were the days of the Cold War.

Can you imagine Gillard taking the time 
to give such a reply? More important is the 
content of Whitlam’s response: “The Australian 
Government takes the attitude that there should 
not be foreign military bases, stations, instal-
lations in Australia.” He indicated that the 
government would honour existing agreements 
covering existing stations. “We do not favour 

the extension or prolongation of any of those 
existing ones.”

No wonder the CIA organised a coup that 
saw the governor general Sir John Kerr sack 
the Whitlam government!

He also noted that the government “believes 
in the universality of international relation-
ships, regardless of ideological differences 
and has actively pursued this course by, for 
example, establishing diplomatic relations with 
the People’s Republic of China, the German 
Democratic Republic and the Democratic 
Republic of Viet Nam.” Whitlam actually 
went behind the “Iron Curtain” and visited the 
Soviet Union (see page 8). It was the Whitlam 
government that withdrew Australia’s forces 
from Vietnam. It also took a strong stand on 
nuclear disarmament.

The pages of The Guardian record the 
backward slide since those days: the increase 
in US bases on Australian soil; the involvement 
of Australia in the US wars against Iraq and 
Afghanistan and other military operations and 
war preparations.

The Australian military are increasingly 
being integrated into the US war machine. The 
treatment of asylum seekers by the Howard 
government and now Gillard’s resurrection of 
Howard’s “Pacifi c Solution” and cruel, inhu-
mane plans for deporting refugees to Malaysia 
is a disgrace. Traumatised victims of our aggres-
sion in their lands are incarcerated indefi nitely, 
treated worse than criminals or animals and then 
punished when they crack under such torturous 
and inhumane conditions.

Women
The rights of working women were high 

on the agenda at the time of the fi rst issue of 
SPA, not just for equal pay. Demands at the time 
included the right of married women to work 
(see page 4), to permanency in the public sec-
tor, to unemployment benefi ts and superannua-
tion. Sexism, workplace discrimination, sexual 
harassment, and the treatment of women in 
advertising were all high on the reform agenda. 
Childcare was taken up by the trade unions as 
union business. Many gains were made, but over 
successive decades have been eroded.

Peace
On page 9, we reproduce in full an article 

commemorating the 68th anniversary of the 
victorious Russian revolution by SPA general 
secretary Peter Symon in his Life in Focus col-
umn (page 8). The title is “The revolution that 
makes peace possible”. Under socialism, “no 
one profi ts from war and war preparations”. The 
Soviet Union (USSR), along with the growth 
of the international peace movement acted as 
a bulwark to US imperialism’s aggression and 
forced the US to the peace table to discuss 
nuclear disarmament. The demise of the USSR 
and socialist bloc in Eastern Europe saw the 
US escalate its aggression and warmongering.

It has since invaded Panama, Iraq and 
Afghanistan; acted with impunity transgressing 
the sovereignty of other nation states such as 
in Ecuador and Pakistan carrying out extrajudi-
cial assassinations. The Guardian has brought 
extensive coverage of these and many other acts 
of aggression and given its full support to the 
peace movement and international solidarity 
around the world.

Looking back over past issues of the paper, 
it becomes apparent that there has been a sig-
nifi cant weakening of the peace movement.

Indigenous Australians
There are the struggles of Indigenous 

Australians in which small gains were made 
towards recognition and land rights. Each 
such advance had to be fought for, and then 
the struggle continued to hold onto it. There 
are some great moments such as the “We have 
survived” marches on the bicentenary of White 
Occupation, the massive reconciliation marches, 
including the one across the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge. On the other hand, there is the brutal 
treatment meted out by the mining corporations 
and the current Intervention in the Northern 
Territory.

Internationalism
Reflecting the CPA’s commitment to 

internationalism, the paper has supported the 
struggles of people in East Timor, South Africa, 
Bougainville, Latin America, the Palestinians 
and many other struggles around the world. It 
has expressed solidarity with the peoples of 
Vietnam, Cuba, Venezuela and many others 
and reported on their achievements.

Through the pages of the paper, the Party 
has put forward its commitment to the Kyoto 
Protocol, to renewable energy, to fi ghting pol-
lution and addressing climate change. It went 
beyond policy recommendations, analysing the 
role that capitalism has played in creating the 
present crisis.

Cultural focus
Along with book and fi lm reviews, Life in 

Focus and more recently the Culture and Life 
columns and Worth Watching have provided 
the basis for regular coverage of cultural issues. 
Hyrell and Judah Waten were regular contribu-
tors to Life in Focus and the original Culture 
and Life columns. Rob Gowland, with his rich 
knowledge and understanding of fi lm and history 
continues with these themes today.

There is so much more that could be writ-
ten about past issues – internationalism, inter-
national events, coverage of historical events, 
the Party’s policies and activities, its support 
for multiculturalism and fi ght against racism.

Political alternative
The quote from page one of the fi rst issue 

of SPA stated the need for a people’s movement 
that can challenge monopoly. A great deal has 
been said regarding the need for the building 
of left and progressive unity, for the building of 
the broadest alliances to challenge the power of 
monopoly capital, to fi ght for peace, democratic 
rights and alternative policies in the interests of 
the people and the planet. As stated earlier, gains 
under capitalism are not permanent. The attacks 
on the working class never let up. This can only 
be turned around on a permanent basis with 
socialism – the power of the working people.

In this special edition, there are collages of 
front pages that give an overview of many of 
the issues of the party press and extracts from 
earlier issues. In all of these, nothing is more 
evident than the need for socialism. We hope 
you enjoy them and decide to join us. 
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