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Gillard’s north-east Asia tour
Talking business,

Anna Pha

The government of the People’s Republic of
China gave Australia’s Prime Minister Julia
Gillard the warmest welcome and highest
level reception any prime minister could
have asked for during her four-day state
visit. Premier Wen Jiabao said China highly
valued its relations with Australia which it
views as an “important partner in mutually
beneficial cooperation.” Gillard on her part
spoke with a forked tongue.

She focused on economic cooperation - on
trade, investment, tourism and resources - and
appeared to diplomatically skirt around China’s
desire for a broader relationship. China was
the third leg of her north-east Asian tour. In
South Korea and Japan, en route to Beijing,
she strongly promoted the US’s role and closer
military integration and a stronger presence in
the region as well as economic issues. China
is one of the targets of the military build-up in
the region, as promoted by Gillard on behalf of
the US administration.

As Gillard pointed out to her Chinese
hosts, China was the recipient of one quarter of
Australia’s exports last year. According to the
Chinese Ministry of Commerce, the volume of
bilateral trade grew 46.5 percent in 2010 and
by 39.9 percent in the first quarter of 2011. In
2010, two-way trade between the two coun-
tries exceeded $100 billion for the first time.
It is not just trade in minerals and resources.
Tourism and education are big tickets. More
than 167,000 Chinese students were enrolled
in Australian institutions last year, in addition
to several hundred thousand tourists.

China is seeking to foster cooperation
and growth in the building of infrastructure
in Australia. Chinese businesses have exper-
tise and advanced technologies Vice Premier
Li Kequiang told Gillard. Li also called on
Australia to facilitate Chinese companies’
investment in Australia. Last year, China was
the third largest source of foreign investment
in Australia.

Gillard was accompanied by a large entou-
rage from the corporate sector who were attend-
ing a meeting of 600 government and business
executives which she addressed.

She joined Premier Wen Jiabao in witness-
ing the signing of five agreements on economic
cooperation and cooperation in science and tech-
nology, customs, tourism and service trade and
a $600 million deal on financing for an iron ore
project of West Australia’s Karara Mining Ltd.

Gillard did the requisite (for any US ally)

Asylum seeker
policies incite riots

It's all about profit

raising of human rights in China, a call hardly
carrying any weight coming from the PM of
a government with such an appalling human
rights record towards refugees and its Indigenous
population, many of whom still lack such basic
human rights as health services, education,
housing and jobs.

She also tried to smooth over some of the
recent tensions between the two countries by
reassuring China of Australia’s adherence to
the one-China policy and pledging to further
develop its comprehensive and cooperative
ties with China on the basis of equality, mutual
benefits and mutual respect.

Gillard pressed for negotiations on a free
trade agreement to be finalised, further coop-
eration in the G20 and the East Asia Summit,
climate change and Doha where WTO nego-
tiations are floundering. There seemed to be
considerable agreement on the need to progress
cooperation in these areas.

She took up the same economic themes in
Japan and South Korea, but with the addition of
military matters and the promotion of the US’s
importance in the region.

Gillard rewrote the history of the Korean
Peninsula during her visit to the demilitarised
zone between South Korea and the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK — North
Korea). In a crude propaganda exercise, the
Awstralian media were provided with a carefully
orchestrated “photo opportunity” as she stood
by a glass window with an armed North Korean
soldier on the other side allegedly threatening
regional stability.

She was proud of Australia’s role in fight-
ing the US’s war in the 1950s, and sought to
publicise the “forgotten war”. Officially the US
is still at war with the North.

Beating the war drums

On ANZAC Day, she paid her respects to
Korean and Australian soldiers who lost their
lives in the war while visiting the National War
Memorial. She also stopped n Kapyong, the site
of a “forgotten battle”.

“Australia and Korea walked together dur-
ing the Korean War,” she said in a speech to the
Korean International Trade Association Dinner
in Seoul on April 23.

“And following the Korean War, we walked
together still: as natural partners in peace.”
Australia “will continue to stand alongside
Korea in condemning North Korean aggression.”

“Australia and Korea are natural partners”.
Whereas the “partnership” with China is eco-
nomic, with South Korea it is also a military,

political and ideological union. “We are both
alliance partners of the United States, seeing the
US presence in Asia as fundamental to regional
stability ... Most importantly, we share values.”

Australia will further expand “security
cooperation” with South Korea and strengthen
the “partnership” on the basis of “shared values,
mutual respect and genuine friendship.” “We
are concerned about continuing North Korean
aggression. We are concerned about their nuclear
program ...”

“Japan is Australia’s closest partner in Asia,”
Gillard told the Japan National Press Club.
“Japan is also a friend ...”

“We talk a lot about trilateral Australia-
Japan-US cooperation ... Friends, as Prime
Minister, I am committed to this most important
security relationship.

“As staunch US allies, Japan and Australia
agree as one in welcoming a continued forward
presence of the United states in the Asia-Pacific
as an important contribution to regional stability.

“Stability and security depend vitally on
the integral role of the United States and on
developing the right regional architecture to
encourage cooperation on security challenges
and the peaceful settlement of disputes.”

The only so-called threat to security that
Gillard refers to is North Korea. The US with
its thousands of troops and bases in South Korea
are not mentioned. Nor are the provocative, and
threatening joint military exercises of the US and
its allies off the coasts of China and the DPRK.

“Japan and Australia are close strategic part-
ners.” She speaks in terms of a “new phase of
more frequent, practical and ambitious bilateral

security cooperation.”
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The two countries have stepped up their
participation in joint military exercises and
Japanese troops could be allowed to train in
Australian defence units under a new vision for
greater military cooperation. She revealed that
Tokyo is keen to boost its combat readiness in
response to “the growing threat of the DPRK”.
Japan’s constitution restricting its military to
self-defence operations is increasingly being
breached under the pretence of preparing for
peace-keeping and natural disaster operations.

What Gillard said in the private discussions
with government leaders and what briefings
and instructions she might have delivered
from her recent trip to Washington have not
been revealed.

Gillard’s discussions on military cooperation
with Japan and South Korea and her threatening
remarks against the DPRK sent negative signals
to China, and did nothing to help relations there
beyond the economic level. The term “genuine
friend” was not used in relation to China.

Her opportunistic approach to China reflects
the deepening contradiction between Australia’s
increasing economic reliance on China and
her government’s strong military and political
allegiance to US imperialism.

The large trade mission that attended the
China-Australia conference in Beijing included
CEOs and other senior representatives of the
largest corporations operating in Australia — the
likes of Rio Tinto, BHP and ANZ. Some within
their ranks are not so wedded to the US’s mili-
tary ventures. Dollars speak louder than “shared
values”. They know their future does not lie in
crisis-ridden, debt-laden USA economy — an
economy in decline. &
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The AWU and the carbon tax

Unions have a duty to defend their members from attacks includ-
ing the many that flow from government policy. But there is a type
of “politicking” that has taken root in the Australian trade union
movement that is turning potential members off and endangering
future growth of the most basic form of working class organisation.
It is also taking the Australian Labor Party even further off political
course.

A notable example of this took place during the coup against
former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd when Australian Workers Union
national secretary Paul Howes and his predecessor Bill Shorten (the
current assistant to federal treasurer Wayne Swan) were locked
in discussion about the future political leadership of the country.
The pair — both members of the ALP’s right wing — had turned
on Rudd when it appeared that the public was responding to the
multi-million dollar scare campaign from resource transnationals
to have the mining super-profits tax scrapped.

The tax was toothless and the compensation on offer to profit
gorged corporations was more than generous but what the monopolies
don’t want doesn’t happen in Australia. A similar thing is happening
with the federal government’s long overdue response to Australia’s
shamefully high level of carbon emissions. Again, the Australian
Workers Union and especially its national secretary are making the
headlines. “Not one job” will be allowed to be lost or the AWU will
be at war with the federal government.

Once again, the tax being discussed would hardly turn a hair on
any transnational’s head. Companies will be at liberty to pass on
cost increases to consumers. That is why the government is talking
about compensation to households. The details are not available
but there is already a commitment of compensation to big business,
particularly those in “trade exposed” industries like steel production.

Despite the assurances, there is already an unholy alliance be-
tween the AWU, the Coalition and the steel producing transnationals.
“BlueScope and the AWU now both agree that a carbon tax will do
irreparable damage to the Australian steel industry,” BlueScope
Steel chief executive Paul O’Malley said recently.

Mr Howes is right to protect every single job currently held by
workers in the steel industry though it does give rise to questions
about the response to job losses in other sectors. Why was no such
line in the sand drawn for the loss of other jobs over the years as a
result of government policy?

Mr Howes is also right to question the effectiveness of a carbon
tax in halting climate change that is already delivering disastrous con-
sequences in the form of storms and floods to the people of Australia
including members of the Australian Workers Union. But like every
other politically aware person, the AWU national secretary has a
responsibility to press the government for a range of climate change
policies that will work.

They won’t be palatable to the transnationals. The necessary
measures will involve an almighty effort on the part of the labour
movement and the community against monopoly interests. It would
be refreshing to hear some enthusiasm for that struggle coming from
the leaders of the Australian trade union movement.

The AWU has a long history of king making and driving policy
within the ALP — most of it in the rightward direction. The union is
making much of recent growth in member numbers though some of
those claims have been questioned. The suggestion is that the union
leadership’s political outlook is popular with workers and that it
deserves to have an even bigger influence on the ALP including the
parliamentary party.

A recent report to the ALP’s national executive showed conclusive-
ly that this attitude is not correct. It has had disastrous consequences
for the party with large-scale loss of membership and the folding
of branches. Recent state election results prove that people do not
approve of the backroom dealing style of politics that dominates the
ALP. They don’t like the cosying up to big business interests over
privatisation and other crucial policy decisions. The same could
be said for the trade union movement. Workers want their unions
and their leaders to be genuinely and consistently independent of
the party or parties in government and to speak up for policy that
is truly in their interests.
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Donald Trump, the rabidly right wing US Republican politician,
recently declared that the US ought to just go into Libya and take
its oil. Thank heavens for plain speech! The US and NATO have
made excuses about saving civilian lives in the current conflict.
However, their tactic of attacking government military forces and
then allowing them to overrun the rebels will eventually result in
the effective destruction of both the contending forces, allowing
the US to walk in and take over the country — and its oil. You can
follow our coverage of this terrible conflict in The Guardian, but
we really need your support to help us meet our operating costs, so
please send the Press Fund a contribution for the next issue. Many
thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:

“Busby” $20, E Durston $10, F and R Ellis $20, Maria Hilaria $12,
S Katsineris $5, K Manski $20, “Round Figure” $15,
Garry Spiers $140, Shane Talbot $8

This week’s total: $250 Progressive total: $2,050

A tribute to a tireless fighter for human rights

Victor Robert Williams
28.06.1914 10 19.04.2011

Sheila Suttner

Vic Williams was born in Perth in
1914, the year that World War |
broke out. Most of his childhood
was spent in the country, on farms,
and most of his knowledge about
the struggles of farmers and the
depression came from personal
experience on the land. Not sur-
prisingly, many of his poems speak
movingly of a time when:

... chained to the machine,

chained by the wages that we need.

It is a deadening thing to work

To earn the buying of a feed

And lose far more, lose all the will to laugh.

When he finished school at
Northam High, Vic trained as a
teacher at Claremont Teachers’ college
and taught in a country school but, in
the main, his early years were spent
working on farms until the outbreak
of WWII. He joined up, served his
country for five years in Darwin, New
Britain and New Guinea, rising to the
rank of sergeant in Intelligence.

But the land and the struggles of
the workers on the land were in his
blood. Not surprisingly, this gifted
man won a prize in a national poetry
competition for his poem, Harvest
Time, which dealt with experiences
on the farm, the depression, the price
of wheat, farmers driven off the land.
His booklet, Farmers’ Way Forward
was published by the Party in 1943.

Official acknowledgement of his
talent and contribution to Australian
literature is evidenced in his serv-
ing on the Literature Board of the
Australia Council for three years.
He and his wife Joan were long-
time members of the Fellowship of
Australian Writers and their contribu-
tion to the history of Western Australia
was acknowledged by their being
made honorary life members of the
Awustralian Society for the Study of
Labour History.

In 1938, at the age of 24, influ-
enced by the “betrayal of the elected
Spanish government, the German and
Italian fascist intervention, and with
only the Soviet Union giving real
support”, Vic joined the Communist
Party — as did Joan, although they did
not meet until after the war when, to
quote Vic, “We loved more deeply
than we ever had before, and we loved
for more than 60 years.”

He remained a member of the
Party for over 70 years, analysing,
through the prism of Marxism-
Leninism, the struggles of the working
class, the unemployed, farmers driven
off the land, war and peace, unprotect-
ed miners in coal and asbestos mines.
All these issues were analysed in writ-
ing and publishing, through poetry,
prose and theoretical examination. To
name just a few of his works: Harvest
Time, Hammers and Seagulls, Years
of Big Jim (a history of the Waterside

Workers), Along the Waterfront,
Three Golden Giants, Volcano on our
Doorstep (South Africa’s invasion of
Angola, Mozambique and Namibia
and its access to nuclear weapons in
partnership with Israel.)

From the front line of the war
and the fence line of the farm, Vic
moved on to the waterfront. He was
a member of the Waterside Workers’
Federation from 1952-1975 and once
again his thoughts on the struggles
of his fellow wharfies are reflected
in his writings. He was an honorary
member of the MUA.

In 1976 he moved on to a new
role. Appointed by the Socialist Party
of Australia, he (and Joan) spent 18
months in Moscow as Socialist cor-
respondent for Australian and New
Zealand Party papers. Ink and paper
remained in Vic’s blood, although
he did move on to an early-model
typewriter and, fairly recently, to
computer.

Vic had an unsurpassable capac-
ity to sit at the keyboard and turn out
information on a variety of subjects,
exposing the omissions and clinical
manipulation of events by mainstream
media. He recorded events on a vari-
ety of fronts: war and peace, women’s
issues, workers’, racist, indigenous,
refugee, green, and anti-nuclear. You
name it, Vic raised it as an issue, not
forgetting the vaccination and alter-
native medicine issues. It was this
tireless quality in Vic that contributed
to the functioning and prominence
of the WA branch of the CPA over
the decades.

He worked, he produced, he chal-
lenged, he distributed. He recorded the
activities of the Branch over decades
through minutes of meetings, through

Top seller competition

As part of the celebration of the 1,500th issue of the paper The Guardian is holding a
competition with a prize of a $100 voucher from the CPA Book Shop. All you have to do is
sell as many copies of The Guardian as you can during the month of May — issues published
on May 2, 9, 16 & 23. One point will be awarded on the following basis: 1 point for every
paper sold, 2 points for each new 3-month subscription, 5 points for each new 6-month
subscription, 10 points for each new 12-month subscription. (See page 11 for subscription

details)

Send in your receipts from your local Branch Treasurer or send the money from your sales
with details direct to: Top Seller, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2047

The closing date for entries is Wednesday June 15. Please include your phone number or
email address with your entry. Additional copies of The Guardian may be obtained from
local Party organisations or by phoning 02 969 9884 or emailing amanda@cpa.org.au

articles in The Guardian, keeping
members informed and on track. He
followed up any enquiries, bringing
new members from the most casual
enquiries. We didn’t always agree
with Vic on every issue(!), but we
respected his tenacity.

On a personal note, the issue
that brought me to the Party was
the anti-apartheid movement in WA
in which Vic and Joan and the rest
of the Branch were involved. | was
introduced to the Party, given the
once-over and invited to join. It was
the most mind-broadening experience
of my life, giving me insight into the
nature of our society — the maldistri-
bution of resources, a class system of
the obscenely rich and unspeakably
poor in what is described as a demo-
cratic society.

It gave me a greater understand-
ing of war and peace and those who
benefit and those who suffer the
consequences; an understanding and
sensitivity to environmental issues;
an understanding of the inequities
in the rights of workers, women,
refugees and the tragic consequences
for the first people of this country of
the invasion 213 years ago. | enjoyed
rare comradeship in abundance in the
Branch but I came to know Joan and
Vic (one word) in a very special way.

They took this “new chum” into
their home, into their family, into
their hearts. | observed a relationship
of great tenderness, mutual respect,
co-operation — and the occasional
spat. Vic Williams, tough guy, man
of tempered steel, could be sweet and
tender, gentle in the role of husband
and father. The past few years dealt
him some bitter blows with the loss
of his beloved son, Michael, and his
beloved wife, Joan, but in the Vic
Williams spirit, he kept going until
illness incapacitated him.

| pay tribute to this comrade who
stood true to the Party and to his
beliefs through ups and downs. He
set an example to us all as a worker,
fighter, thinker, writer, seller of
Guardians, producer and distributor of
pamphlets, fliers and tracts. Until near
the end, he was still producing and,
if not indefatigable, he remained an
example to all of us on how to work
for what one believes in.

Vale Comrade Vic. @
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Asylum seeker policies
INcite protest riots

Peter Mac

During the protest riots over
the delays resulting from the
mandatory detention policy, nine
buildings at Sydney’s Villawood
Detention Centre were burnt down.
On Sunday the last starving, sick
and disoriented rooftop protester
surrendered and came down.

A hunger strike and sit in pro-
test at the Curtin centre in Western
Australia is continuing. The pro-
test was sparked by the death of a
detainee, simply and almost casually
described by national dailies as *“a
suicide”. The impact of such a loss on
any family that has struggled half-way
across the world to find safety and a
new life, is barely imaginable.

At one point during the Villawood
protest TV coverage captured the
voice of a young man speaking with
a mobile phone from a rooftop. He
asked: “What crime have we commit-
ted, that we must stay here so long?”

That’s the fundamental, unan-
swered question raised by the man-
datory detention policy, under which
people who arrive unannounced by
boat are “detained” (in effect impris-
oned) while their applications for
asylum are considered.

The policy was introduced by the
former Keating government. Prior to
that, new arrivals were only detained,
and then for the minimum period, if
they did not have a passport or means
of identification, before being released
into the community. The policy of
community release still applies to
those who arrive by plane.

The Keating government adopted
the mandatory detention policy after
an increase in unannounced boat
arrivals. The numbers were very small
(they remain less than one percent of
new immigrants). However, the gov-
ernment took a political opportunist

approach, by treating the arrival of the
“boat people” as an invasion, which
would be defeated by punishing them
and thereby deterring others.

It clearly did no such thing.
Nevertheless, the policy has been
retained by every subsequent federal
government. Australia is the only
developed western nation that treats
the desperate people who arrive in
leaky boats seeking help by slapping
all of them into detention centres.

Determined to
repeat the disaster

Amnesty International has stated
that the practice of building ever-
bigger detention centres to hold
asylum seekers who arrive by boat is
the problem, not the solution. That has
not deterred the Gillard government,
which is now building a new detention
centre to house 400 single adult men
at Pontville near Hobart, as well as a
1,500-person centre at Wickham Point
in Darwin, and another at Northam in
Western Australia.

As of last week 3,361 asylum
seekers were being held in mainland
detention centres. Another 1,215 were
housed in community or residential
accommodation. The detention centres
are all overcrowded, one of the key
factors that has sparked riots for years.
Another 1,934 detainees are still being
held in the Christmas Island centre,
designed to hold a maximum of 800
people. The 504 detainees at the exist-
ing Sherger centre in Queensland,
(which was originally designed to
accommodate 300), are being housed
in tents, another factor that led to the
protest riots on Christmas Island.

However, the primary factor
underlying all the detainee protests
is the delay in being released, an
inevitable result of the mandatory
detention policy. Last week federal

independent Tasmanian MP Andrew
Wilkie attacked the Pontville centre
plan, and described the mandatory
detention policy as “fundamentally
unethical”.

Criminal policies

The government is increasing the
number of mainland detention centres,
but the off-shore processing policy
has not been abandoned. Believe it
or not, the Gillard government is still
defending its plan to dump asylum
seekers in a new processing centre on
East Timor, even though the govern-
ment of that country has repeatedly
and emphatically rejected the idea.

Opposition leader Tony Abbott
insists that the government’s only
solution to the asylum seeker prob-
lem is to “pick up the phone and ring
Nauru”. Opinion polling suggests that
if an election were held today the gov-
ernment would be soundly defeated,
in which case the vicious policies of
the Howard regime, which saw some
asylum seekers detained for five years,
and at least one indefinitely, would be
re-imposed.

For that matter, neither of the two
parties is willing to abandon manda-
tory detention. Neither appears to
have considered the possibility that
the policy actually incites violent
behaviour, or that unnecessary deten-
tion is itself a crime that violates
human rights.

Opposition immigration spokes-
person Scott Morrison very accurately
described the results of the govern-
ment’s initiatives as “... the same
toxic policy cocktail of overcrowding,
processing delays and now people
in tents that existed on Christmas
Island, and is now appearing in main-
land centres.” However, rather than
abandoning mandatory detention the
coalition now wants any protest action
to result in confinement, suspension

Sydney
Palestine Dinner

A fundraising dinner to welcome Ms Ghada Abu Ghalyoun
Palestine General Federation of Trade Unions, International Office, Nablus
Hear about the current situation of workers and women in the Occupied Palestinian Territories

Wednesday 11 May, 6.30 pm — Summerland Restaurant 457 Chapel St, Bankstown
$50 — Bookings: please call 1800 888 674 (9am-5pm) or email events&apheda.org.au
Union Aid Abroad APHEDA The overseas humanitarian agency of the ACTU

Hosted by Union Aid Abroad-APHEDA with support of Laurie Ferguson, MP for Werriwa
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of immigration processing and visitor
rights, and fines!

Greg Barns, director of the
Australian Lawyers Alliance, com-
mented: “It is outrageous to impose
(that policy) on people who have
committed no criminal offence. ...
There is a direct relationship between
harsh disciplinarian environments in
prisons or youth training centres and
instances of self-harm and low morale
amongst inmates.”

The government’s response to
the protest actions is little better.
Immigration Minister Chris Bowen
has declared that the only difference
between government and opposition
policies is the liberals’ proposed
imposition of financial penalties,
which he dismissed as little more than
parking fines.

The new 400-detainee Pontville
centre, which will be surrounded by
double chainwire fences and will be
built on a treeless plain notorious

for its bitter winds, symbolises the
government’s draconian approach.

Significantly, the name itself is an
anagram of Pentonville, the notori-
ous early Victorian English prison.
Indeed, British government policies
of that period resulted in a grossly
punitive approach to minor crimes
and misdemeanours, which in turn
led to the settlement of the Australian
mainland as a penal colony.

The present federal government
has certainly not learnt the lessons
of history. Paul Power, the chief
executive of the Refugee Council of
Awstralia, commented: “The Pontville
plan is an elaborate, inhumane and
costly way to deal with 400 people
who have committed no crime and
for whom there is no demonstrable
reason for continued detention.”

And that is a pretty good sum-
mary of the worth of the off-shore
processing and mandatory detention
policies. &

Sydney

FRIDAY

Concert to support Union

Aid Abroad-APHEDA

Featuring Brisbane singer/songwriter Phil Monsour

RSVP to the Library by Monday May 2

Telephone: (02) 9217 2113 Fax: (02) 9217 2481
Email: library@nswtf.org.au

FORUM

You are invited to attend a concert.

Phil Monsour, recently retumed from
Palestine and Lebbanon, willrecount his
experiences with new songs and images
taken during the Union Aid Abroad-
APHEDA Middle East study tour.

All proceeds to go to Union Aid
Abroad projects in the Middle East.

5.30-7pm
Teachers Federation Auditorium
37 Reservoir Street, Sumry Hills

Join us from 5.30pm for drinks and
nibbles




4  Labour Struggle

The Guardian
May 4 2011

May Day, Fremantle WA

Richard Titelius

On a beautiful sunny day 4,000
workers, families and friends gath-
ered to celebrate the International
Day of Solidarity with the working
class in the annual rally and march
in the port city of Fremantle in
Western Australia.

The numbers were down on pre-
vious years overall. However, a few
of the blue collar unions, including
the Construction, Forestry, Mining
and Energy Union, Communications
Electrical Plumbing Union, Australian
Manufacturing Workers Union and
Maritime Union of Australia who
have over the past few years marched
under the grouping of Solidarity were
able to increase their numbers over
previous years.

The working class masses came
to gather in solidarity to celebrate
the victories and recall some of the
struggles of the past year and years
long gone by and the heroes of the
working class whose unwavering
commitment spurred workers on to
achieve better wages and conditions

—including a safe and healthy work-
place. These men and women include
fighting Communist men and women
such as Susannah Pritchard, Vic and
Joan Williams and Paddy Troy, the
latter whose daughter Hazel Butorac
was the keynote speaker for this year’s
May Day rally.

Hazel spoke of her father as a
man “who lived life according to his
ideals of world peace, decent wages
and safe working conditions and free
speech”, the last for which he went
to jail for his efforts.

Paddy Troy was most well known
as the secretary of the Rivers and
Harbours Workers Union and later in
the 1950s helped to establish the state
branch of the Federated Miscellaneous
Workers Union, the forerunner
of today’s United Voice, the WA
branch of the Liquor, Hospitality and
Miscellaneous Workers Union.

“In 1936,” Hazel continued,
“Paddy Troy was sacked from his job
as a rigger and safety officer at the
Youanmi gold mine in the Murchison
district for calling the Industrial
Inspectorate to report on the unsafe

work practices at the mine, follow-
ing a death of a worker. His actions
were vindicated when the Industrial
Inspectorate found that it was the
very practices at the mine which he
had reported that had contributed to
the worker’s death.” A study program
has recently been launched where
scholarships will be awarded to
research Paddy Troy’s contribution
to workplace conditions and safety.

Unions WA secretary Simone
McGurk acknowledged the fight
will need to be taken up by the union
movement to the Liberal government
of Colin Barnett who is seeking to
re-create a Howard era WorkChoices
industrial relations system for the
third of the workers in WA still on
state-based awards and agreements.

For these workers and the rest of
us there will be difficult times ahead
not only in regard to protecting jobs
and wages and conditions but also
housing, public health, education,
climate change, energy and food.

United in struggle and victory the
workers of the world will prevail to
build a decent life for all. &

International Workers’
Memorial Day

Andrew (Andy) Alcock

Every year 28 April is observed as
International Workers” Memorial
Day. This day is observed by
the International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC), the UN’s
International Labour Organisation
(ILO) and the governments of some
20 countries and territories. It has
been observed in South Australia
since the mid 1990s and this year
there was an ecumenical service
at Pilgrim Church organised by
Unions SA, SA Council of Churches,
the Voice of Industrial Death,
asbestos victims groups, SafeWork
SA and the families of victims.

On this day, we remember
workers who died, were injured or
contracted diseases due to unsafe
and unhealthy work and workplaces
around the world. We also remem-
ber those union officials who have
been murdered, tortured, jailed or
subjected to brutality because they
helped workers to achieve the basic
human right to be able to work
in healthy and safe workplace with
fair remuneration.

The ITUC recently released
the most updated statistical

information for this year’s IWMD. It
shows that there are almost 360,000
fatal occupational accidents in any
year world-wide, and almost two
million fatal work-related diseases.

Every day, more than 960,000
workers get hurt because of acci-
dents and on average 5,330 work-
ers die because of work-related
diseases.

Many of the diseases are can-
cers caused by exposure to asbes-
tos dust and other carcinogenic
chemicals.

The statistics are probably
much worse than stated as many
accidents, deaths, injuries and dis-
eases go unreported. This is very
true of work-related psychologi-
cal illnesses and suicides caused
by bullying and intimidation in so
many workplaces — including those
in Australia.

The theme for this year’s
IWMD was health and safety
enforcement and there were calls
for governments to introduce effec-
tive Occupational Health, Safety,
and Welfare (OHS&W) laws, which
will be strictly enforced in order to
reduce the huge number of work-
related deaths, injuries and diseases.

This is very important in Australia
as currently, the federal government
is introducing nation-wide OHS&W
laws. It is very concerning that in
this process our OHS&W laws will
be watered down, making them less
effective.

In contrast, the US President,
Barack Obama, made a Workers
Memorial Day proclamation this
year during which he said that the
US must “recommit to keeping
all workers safe and healthy and
make sure the full force of the law
is brought to bear in cases where
workers are put in harm’s way.”

We should be calling on our
political leaders to introduce more
effective OHS&W laws and to
ensure that they are adequately
enforced. These laws need to be
widened to prevent workplace bul-
lying and intimidation which has
become so prevalent in Australian
workplaces in recent times.

If they fail to do so, they have
a duty to drastically improve work-
ers’ compensation entitlements for
injured and sick workers to ensure
that they and their families do not
suffer a decrease in their quality of
life. &

First Prize:

Second Prize:

Sellers Prize:
$30 voucher

Defend Workers’ Rights
May Day Guessing Competition

Digital Camera valued at $450
Eddie Clynes, Katoomba

$100 Voucher to the Party Shop
John Loulouris, Dulwich Hill

Les Bromfield, Gosford NSW

Congratulations to all the winners and to all our
members and supporters a very sincere thank
you for your support in this guessing competition.
We have raised over $1,000 to go to changing
the lighting equipment in the party building to
make it more environmentally friendly.

Wollongong May Day

The International Day for celebrating Workers' Rights.

May Day Toast 6:30pm for 7:00pm Hellenic Club, Princes Highway

$20/$25 - All you can eat Greek Buffet
Toast to be given by Ghada Abu Ghalyoun, Palestine General
Federation of Trade Unions
For Bookings please call: SCLC 02 4229 2888

Saturday May 7
May Day March: Assemble 9:30 for 10:00am march to Amphitheater

For info please call: Leanne 0425 201 828 or John 0405 335 926

Saturday May 28
May Day Party/Dinner: This year marks 100 years of
May Day celebrations in Wollongong.
Portafinos, Kenny Street Wollongong
Tickets are $50 which includes a 3 course meal, free wine,
champagne, juice or fizzy drink, tea, coffee and a gelato Bar. The Dave
Reglar Quartet will be playing on the night and there will be a photo
exhibition of May Days in Wollongong.
For more info contact Leanne: 0425 201 828 redallover99@gmail.com

Friday May 6

Figtree

Lowden Square

It was a good day in Melbourne with the Party distributing 400 leaflets
and about 350 of the Party’s IR booklets. Also 150 Guardians were
distributed.

NATIONALISE HEALTHg
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Marching down George St, Sydney.
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It’s all about profits

Bob Briton

People used to wonder what would
be discussed around the dinner
table at the Rudd household.
Before he became Prime Minister,
Kevin Rudd’s wife Therese Rein
was already an entrepreneur on the
way up. Her specialty — providing
outsourced employment services
to the federal government’s Jobs
Network. In opposition, the ALP
was critical of the nasty piece
of privatisation the “network”
represented but in a limp sort of
way. Talk of a conflict of interest
after the ALP’s 2007 election vic-
tory finally persuaded a reluctant
Ms Rein to sell off the Australian
chunk of her booming business.
Rudd went on to perform further
feats of privatisation of the public
sector.

Gillard has taken up where Rudd
left off. The looming federal budget
has been the cue for tough talk and
threats against those on pensions
and benefits. The PM’s words about
the dignity of labour would not have
been out of place in the Victorian era
when the destitute were driven into
miserable workhouses. Clearly, we
are being softened up for changes in
the way social security is viewed and
administered by our governments.

“Future news” for Australians is
being written in Britain at the moment
and Therese Rein is right in the thick
of it. Her company, Ingeus UK has
just won contracts estimated to be
worth $1.42 billion over the next five
years for providing welfare-to-work
services to the unemployed and people

with disabilities. The 50-50 joint
venture with financial services giant
Deloittes makes Ms Rein’s company
the biggest provider of these services
by far in Britain. Ingeus won all seven
contracts it tendered for. It sharply
discounted its asking price for the
work making competitors wonder how
Ingeus proposes to carry it off. Some
have cried foul over the appointment
of former senior public servant Mark
Dean as company chief executive.

Former Queensland Premier
Wayne Goss made the business pages
lately with denials that he had any-
thing to do with Ingeus UK’s latest
remarkable success. Mr Goss was
on the board of Ingeus Australia for
several years and has been chairman
of Deloitte’s Australian operations for
six years. Deloittes has been sniffing
hard for opportunities from Australia’s
besieged public sector for some time.
By the way, Kevin Rudd was a staffer
for Goss when he was premier. It’s a
small world at the top.

Britain is blazing a trail for other
neo-liberal governments to travel
down. As Peter Wilson’s piece in The
Australian noted recently, “The new
work contracts are an important philo-
sophical break from the outsourcing
efforts of the previous Labour gov-
ernment because for the first time
they use savings in jobless benefits
to reward outside providers, opening
access to a much larger pool of cash
to buy job placement services.”

Providers will get £4,000 (approx.
$6,000) for getting an unemployed
person into a job for six months and
£14,000 (approx. $21,000) for placing
a long term recipient of “incapacity

benefits” in a job for more than two
years. The pressure on these “clients”
to accept the jobs on offer — no matter
how inappropriate or substandard —
will be immense. Fat private profits
are going to be taken out of the hide
of the most disadvantaged people in
the community. There will be greater
downward pressure on pay and condi-
tions for all workers in Britain.

In 2007, charities and unions
complained that Ingeus’ contracts
for its own workers didn’t guarantee
access to unions or entitlements
anything like those in the public
sector. Charities protested that their
credibility had been used as a Trojan
horse for profit-gouging companies
to come in and plunder the public
coffers, destroy public sector jobs
and exploit the vulnerable. Massive
protests have greeted the latest round
of government cutbacks and privatisa-
tions but the Cameron government is
pressing ahead with his pioneering
neo-liberal agenda.

Therese Rein is flat out with her
business and charitable work. Kevin
Rudd is busy aligning our foreign
policy ever more closely with that
of the US. There wouldn’t be much
time for chat over the dinner table but,
then again, not many people would
wonder anymore about the likely
topics of conversation. Australians
aren’t interested any longer in whether
Rudd describes himself as a “Christian
socialist”, a “social democrat” or
a “fiscal conservative”. The penny
has dropped. It’s all about profits
and preparing the ground for more
business. &

Sacred sites: NLC attacks
discriminatory Intervention

Northern Land Council Chief
Executive Kim Hill attacked the
NT Intervention as “discrimina-
tory” following the failure of
the Aboriginal Areas Protection
Authority (AAPA) to overturn
an inadequate fine handed down
to a construction company for
the desecration of a sacred site at
Numbulwar in 2007.

S & R Building was fined $500
in November 2010 after its work-
ers had constructed a pit toilet on
sacred ground used by many sur-
rounding tribes to hold ceremonies.
In January, the Northern Territory
Supreme Court dismissed AAPA’s
appeal at the leniency of the
sentence.

Justice Steven Southwood
ruled that as work was being con-
ducted as part of the Intervention,
Section 91 of the Northern Territory
National Emergency Response
Act prevented him from taking
into account the trauma and shame
caused to traditional owners.

S91 of the Act prevents cus-
tom and culture being taken into
account during sentencing. In sen-
tencing, Justice Southwood said the
effect of S91 was to “distort” the
sentencing process.

Mr Hill called for an immediate
review of the legislation.

“The law is obviously discrimi-
natory”, he said. “The Intervention
was supposed to improve the lives

of Aboriginal peoples living in the
Northern Territory, but here we
have yet more evidence of how it’s
failing them badly.”

He added: “If any other minor-
ity group was subject to such injus-
tice there would understandably
be a public outcry. If the law is
not changed this sets a dangerous
precedent for Aboriginal peoples in
the Northern Territory. In essence,
anyone coming onto Aboriginal
land in the NT, for work related to
the Intervention, need not consider
the cultural ramifications of their
actions”.

Land Rights News &

Sydney

Stand against Australian arms trade with Israel

Rally outside Defence Department 270 Pitt St Sydney 4.30-6pm Friday May 13
Our government should not buy or sell military equipment to states which:
* Flout dozens of UN resolutions and international court rulings
* Implement apartheid policies against populations under their control
* lllegally occupy or wage war against neighbouring nations
+ Kill peaceful human rights demonstrators and bomb refugees under UN protection
+ Carry out summary executions & collective punishment, terrorizing communities without military protection
+ Maintain illegally-acquired and undeclared nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction.

Endorsed by Sydney Peace Foundation — sydneypeacefoundation.org.au
Jews Against the Occupation — jao.org.au
Women'’s International League for Peace & Freedom — wilpf.org.au
Australian Anti-Bases Campaign Coalition — anti-bases.org
Gaza Defence Committee — www.gazadefencecommittee.org
Stop the War Coalition — stopwarcoalition.org
Construction Forestry Mining & Energy Union (NSW Branch) — cfmeu.asn.au
Marrickville Peace Group — stopwarcoalition.org
Coalition for Justice & Peace in Palestine (Sydney) — coalitionforpalestine.org
Neged Neshek (Israel) — www.negedneshek.org

H
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Therese Rein’s company, Ingeus UK, has just
won contracts estimated to be worth $1.42
billion over the next five years for providing
welfare-to-work services to the unemployed
and people with disabilities in Britain.

'_4

A Central West farmer is taking the NSW government to court
over its approval of a basalt quarry. The German-owned com-
pany Hanson Construction Materials got approval to extract
rock on the former asbestos mine site, 20 kilometres west of
Bathurst. Thousands of people were affected by asbestos-relat-
ed diseases in the past and people are still dying from them.
The planning department recognised the impact on human
health if the asbestos mineral tremolite, occurring in rocks in the
area, was released into the atmosphere as fibres that could be
inhaled. If asbestos remains in the undisturbed form the planning
department stated, then the risk can be eliminated. But that is
what the people in the area are worried about: asbestos-contain-
ing dust released from quarrying and blasting being dispersed
around the area which could affect them and their children.

Over the past decade road building has received four times more
federal, state and local government funding than new rail projects,
according to the report by the Australian Conservation Foundation
(ACF). “We need governments to tip the scales,” said the ACF'’s
Monica Richter. “Two-thirds of the transport budget should
be spent on public and active transport and one-third should
be spent on roads.” Using figures from the federal Transport
Department on road construction and comparing them to data
from the Bureau of Statistics, the ACF found that $11.3 billion was
spent nationally on road construction in 2008-09. This contrasted
with $3.3 billion spent in 2008-9 on rail construction nationally.

The Game Council of NSW, which has close links to the
Shooters and Fishers Party, is spending $25,000 to con-
tract three researchers to “identify impediments to allowing the
use of sound moderators on firearms in NSW for the purpos-
es of hunting game and feral animals”. In other words, there is
a push by the state government body that regulates recreation-
al hunting in NSW to overturn a ban on the use of silencers on
hunting weapons. The move has outraged gun control advocates
who argue that silencers will end up in the hands of criminals.

And talking of guns — in the “land of the free” there are death-
penalty supporters who want to use firing squads or gas
chambers instead of lethal injections. There is a shortage of the
three drugs used for lethal injections as Britain had put an export
ban on one of them. A prominent law professor who favours
execution as “retributive” justice called for a return to the wide-
spread use of firing squads as a form of capital punishment that
“does not pretend to be anything else”. No wonder people object
to this kind of “democracy” being installed in other countries.
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“The strength of the Party Is

Its close links with the masses™
6th Congress, Communist Party of Cuba

From April 16-19, 2011, coinciding with
the 50th Anniversary of the Bay of Pigs
Victory and the Proclamation of the Socialist
Character of the Cuban Revolution, the 6th
Congress of the Communist Party of Cuba
was held in Havana.

More than 1,000 delegates and national
guests, who represented around 800,000 party
members organised in 61,000 party cells in
different sectors of the whole Cuban society,
participated.

The Main Report, presented by the Army
General Radl Castro Ruz, is a deeply self-critical
and timely analysis of the present crucial cir-
cumstances of the historical process of the con-
struction of Socialism in Cuba. In this context,
it defines essential aspects that support the need
to carry on the socio-economic transformations
aimed at updating the economic model and
strengthening the economic and social structures
to move forward in the construction of the new
socialist society. In essence, the Main Report
to the Congress was aimed at identifying the
cardinal problems faced by the country and
how to solve them.

The discussion on the main topics analysed,
ratified the consistent implementation of the
creative thinking of the founder of the Party,
historical leader and Commander in Chief of
the Cuban Revolution, Fidel Castro Ruz.

On the other hand, it was reaffirmed that the
ongoing updating of our process was essentially
conceived on the basis of the concrete historical
and cultural peculiarities of Cuba — subjected
to a tight economic, commercial and financial
blockade for almost 50 years — and not on the
basis of mechanically copying similar experi-
ences in other parts of the world.

The approval of the Economic and Social
Guidelines of the Party and the Revolution was
preceded by a wide process of popular debate on
its draft — a project that lasted for five months,
in which more than eight million people (some
of them more than once) participated. More than
three million people took part in the debate with
781,644 opinions, thus demonstrating that the
participants could speak freely to express their
dissatisfactions and differences.

All proposals made by the people were
analysed. The 87.4% of the statements made
at these debates were taken into consideration,
while in the remaining 12.6% it was decided to
continue studying the possible implementation
of some of them and not to consider others for
the time being.

The validity of the predominance of the
socialist state ownership over the means of pro-
duction, and planning, an essential pillar of the
national economy, was ratified by the majority
of the people. The unflinching willingness of
the State to preserve the social achievements
accomplished as a result of the revolutionary
work was reaffirmed, an expression of the
humanist spirit of our social project, and to

keep the free-of-charge access of all citizens
to education, public health, mass practice of
sports and culture.

This process, which in fact was a referen-
dum of the whole people, as a result of which
68 percent of the original proposed Guidelines
were modified, confirmed the confidence and
unity of the overwhelming majority of the
Cubans around the Communist Party and the
Revolution. Once again the validity of comrade
Fidel’s thinking was demonstrated: “The strength
of the Party lies in its close and permanent link
with the masses ...”

It was a democratic and transparent proc-
ess, with a wide popular participation, based
on the principle that it has to be the people,
with the Party in front, which determine the
country’s destiny.

Now there is need of a period of several
years to implement, in a gradual way, the meas-
ures included in the New Economic and Social
Model of the country.

The delegates took into consideration the
wish of comrade Fidel Castro Ruz of not being
included in the candidature and his decision to
continue being “a party member, a soldier of
the ideas.”

A Central Committee with 115 members
(half of them as new members), was elected,
with female representation of 41.7 percent.
A Political Bureau, made up of 15 members,
and a Central Committee Secretariat were

also elected. This election was not the result
of improvisation, but a policy aimed at gradu-
ally incorporating a real representation of our
people and, above all, of the new generation of
Cubans that can, together with the Historical
Generation, carry forward the continuity of
Socialism in Cuba.

The Congress approved the Call to the
National Conference of the Party to be held
on January 28, 2012. This meeting will be a
continuance of the 6th Congress of the Party.

Its main objective will be to strengthen the
Party, based on the principle that the Communist
Party of Cuba leads and controls, but it does not
manage. Therefore, the Conference should take
the necessary decisions to adjust the Statutes,
the internal norms, the structure and the work-
ing styles and methods to the present historical
circumstances in the country, as well as to give
special attention to the training and development
of leading cadres as a priority and strategic
aspect for the whole Party, a determinant for
the future of the Revolution.

The Conference should also discuss and
approve the main definitions related to foreign
policy and international relations of the Party.
In this regard, the Congress reiterated Cuba’s
unflinching position to defend the universal
principles of sovereignty, independence, self-
determination, non-use of force in the solution
of conflicts and non-interference in the domestic
affairs of other countries.

The willingness to discuss any issue of
common interest with the US government was
ratified, on the basis of mutual acknowledgment
and respect, and without condition.

The Resolution on the Improvement of
People’s Power Organs, the Electoral System
and the Political-Administrative Division was
approved.

Friends in the world:

The 6th Congress of the Communist Party
of Cuba confirmed that for party members and
patriots, nation, independence and Socialism are
indissolubly linked and, thus, to defend them
is, and will always be, the main banner of the
Cuban revolutionary process.

In the closing speech delivered by the
newly elected First Secretary, Raul Castro Ruz,
he reiterated the militant solidarity of Cubans
with the brother countries of the Third World
and support for Communist Parties and other
progressive forces all over the world which
struggle tirelessly for a better world.

We avail ourselves of this opportunity to
thank parties, social movements and friends for
the messages of encouragement and solidarity
that we have received during this great event.
Department of International Relations
Central Committee,

Communist Party of Cuba
Havana, April 20, 2011 &
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all 4 books
425 incl p&hn

Some of the many books available at

at

L enin Classics

Shop@CPA

74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010  Ph 029699 8844

shop@cpa.org.au

All payments by Cheque or Maney Order out to “CPA”. Credit Card — min purchase $20 (incl card type, name, number & exp date).

On Imperialism and Imperialists $6 plus $4 p&p

Contains 20 pieces including selections from Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism and Socialism and
War; several speeches; The Growth of Capitalist Wealth; and much more. The definition and analysis of impe-
rialism in Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism stands as true today as it did when first published in

1916. pb 165 pages
What is to be Done? $6 plus $4 p&p

Essential reading for any revolutionary in which Lenin analyses the organisational principles of and the tasks
facing a revolutionary party and the differences between it and a party of social reform, and struggles based

on economism. pb 206 pages

One Step Forward, Two Steps Back $6 plus $4 p&p

Another classic in which Lenin studies the speeches of delegates and the political divisions at the Second
Party Congress, drawing comparisons between the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks (opportunists). There are
many lessons to be learnt from the ideological struggle which are relevant today. pb 224 pages

“Left-wing” Communism, an Infantile Disorder $4 plus $4p&p

Takes up important questions such as whether revolutionaries should work in reactionary trade unions, partici-
pate in bourgeois parliaments, use legal or illegal methods of struggle and other important aspects of putting
Marxism into practice. “Our theory is not a dogma, but a guide to action said Marx and Engels.” pb 144 pages
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Marching for ANZAC

IN the 51st State

John Pilger

The street where | grew up in
Sydney was a war street. There
were long silences, then the smash-
ing of glass and screams. Pete and
I played Aussies-and-Japs. Pete’s
father was an object of awe. He
weighed barely 100 pounds and
shook with malaria and was fre-
quently demented. He would sit in
a cane chair, drunk, scything the
air with the sword of a Japanese
soldier he said he had killed.

There was a woman who flitted
from room to room, always red-eyed
and fearful, it seemed. She was like
many mothers in the street. Wally,
another mate, lived in a house that
was always dark because the black-
out blinds had not been taken down.
His father had been “killed by the
Japs”. Once, when Wally’s mother
came home, she found he had got a
gun, put it in his mouth and blown his
head off. It was a war street.

The insidious, merciless, life-
long damage of war taught many
of us to recognise the difference
between the empty symbolism of
war and the actual meaning. “Does
it matter?”” mocked the poet Siegfried
Sassoon at the end of an earlier
slaughter, in 1918, as he grieved his
younger brother’s death at Gallipoli.
I grew up with that name, Gallipoli.

The British assault on the Turkish
Dardanelles was one of the essential
crimes of imperial war, causing the
death and wounding of 392,000 on
all sides. The Australian and New
Zealander losses were among the
highest, proportionally; and April
25, 1915 was declared not just a day
of remembrance but the “birth of the
Australian nation”. This was based
on the belief of Edwardian militarists
that true men were made in war, an
absurdity that has been celebrated
yet again.

ANZAC Day has been appropri-
ated by those who manipulate the
cult of state violence — militarism
— in order to satisfy a psychopathic
deference to foreign power and to
pursue its aims. And the “legend” has

no room for the only war fought on
Awstralian soil: that of the Aboriginal
people against the European invad-
ers. In a land of cenotaphs, not one
stands for them.

The modern war-lovers have
known no street of screams and
despair. Their abuse of our memory
of the fallen, and why they fell, may
be common among all servitors of
rapacious power, but Australia is
a special case. No country is more
secure in its strategic remoteness
and the wealth of its resources, yet
no western elite is more eager to talk
war and seek imperial “protection”.

Australia’s military budget is $32
billion a year, one of the highest in
the world. Less than two months’
worth of this war-bingeing would
pay for the reconstruction of the state
of Queensland after the catastrophic
floods, but not a cent is forthcom-
ing. In July, the same fragile flood
plains will be invaded by a joint
US-Australian military force, fir-
ing laser-guided missiles, dropping
bombs and blasting the environ-
ment and marine life. This is rarely
reported. Rupert Murdoch controls
70 percent of the capital city press
and his world-view is widely shared
in the Australian media.

In a 2009 US cable released by
WikilLeaks, the then Labor prime
minister, Kevin Rudd, who is now
foreign affairs minister, implores the
Americans to “deploy force” against
China if Beijing does not do as it
is told. Another Labor leader, Kim
Beazley, secretly offered Australian
troops for an attack on China over
Taiwan. In the 1960s, prime min-
ister Robert Menzies lied that he
had received a request from the
American-created regime in Saigon
requesting Australian troops.

Oblivious, Australians waved
farewell to a largely conscripted army,
of whom almost 3,000 were killed or
wounded. The first Australian troops
were run by the CIA in “black teams”
— assassination squads. When the gov-
ernment in Canberra made a rare com-
plaint to Washington that the British
knew more than they about America’s

war aims in Vietnam, the US national
security adviser, McGeorge Bundy,
replied, “We have to inform the British
to keep them on side. You in Australia
are with us come what may.” As an
Australian soldier once said to me:
“We are to the Yanks what the Gurkas
are to the British. We’re mercenaries
in all but name.”

WikiLeaks has disclosed the
American role in the Canberra “coup”
in 2010 against Rudd by Julia Gillard.
Lauded in US cables as a “rising
star”, Gillard’s Labor Party plot-
ters have turned out to be assets of
the US embassy in Canberra. Once
installed as prime minister, Gillard
committed Australia to America’s
war in Afghanistan war for the next
10 years — twice as long as Britain.
Gillard likes to appear on TV flanked
by flags. With her robotic delivery
and stare, it is an unsettling tableau.

On April 6, she intoned, “We live
in a free country ... only because the
Awustralian people answered the call
when the decision came.” She was
referring to the dispatch of Australian
troops to avenge the death of a minor
imperial figure, General Charles
Gordon, during a popular uprising
in Sudan in 1885. She omitted to say
that a dozen horses of the Sydney
Tramway Company also “answered
the call” but expired during the long
voyage.

Australia’s reputed role as
America’s “deputy sheriff” (promoted
to “sheriff” by George W Bush) is
to police great power designs now
being challenged by most of the
world. Leading Australian politicians
and journalists report on the Middle
East having first had their flights and
expenses paid by the Israeli govern-
ment or its promoters.

Two Green Party candidates who
dared to criticise Israel’s lawlessness
and the silence of its local supporters,
are currently being set upon. One
Murdoch retainer has accused the
two Greens of advocating a “modern
rendering of Kristallnacht”. Both
have since received multiple death
threats. Put out more flags, boys.
Information Clearing House &

The 12th Battalion
marches through
Hobart

Such a chunk of island life
hacked out.

Twelve thousand two hundred Tasmanians
in 1914,

a sea of slouch-hat finery
conscripted to the aid of robber barons.
Two thousand five hundred
never again to greet
the jeweled rivers
of the Apple Isle.

What street, farm, community
did not slip into the void of loss?

Some came home with
inflamed scars, hell
clawing at their sleep.

Given unyielding earth to till
as a soldier’s reward,
they planted their tangled mass
of love and devotion
with a bitter determination,
and a kind of grief.

Tom Pearson
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Itmo doctors hid
evidence of torture

Spencer Ackerman

They explained away the bone
fractures, didn’t ask what caused
the lacerations, and called the
hallucinations routine. Rather than
blowing the whistle, medical pro-
fessionals entrusted with the care
of the detainees at Guantanamo
Bay turned a blind eye when there
were clear indications of abuse.

That is according to a newly pub-
lished report from two physicians with
unprecedented access to the medical
records of nine Gitmo detainees.

Writing in the online journal
PLoS Medicine, Physicians for
Human Rights senior medical
adviser Vincent lacopino and retired
Brigadier General Stephen Xenakis,
a psychiatrist now in private prac-
tice, found that medical personnel
at Guantanamo concealed mental
and physical ailments that signalled
abusive treatment.

The report — which represents
the first independent review of any
Guantanamo detainee’s medical
record — is the clearest evidence yet
that members of the base’s medical
staff were complicit in the torture
regime there.

“Medics have an independent,
professional responsibility to iden-
tify and report incidences of cruel,
inhumane and degrading treatment
and torture,” Xenakis tells Danger
Room. “They had a responsibility to
speak up.”

“Personality disorders” and
“routine stressors of confinement”
were catch-all explanations for psy-
chological disturbances, according
to the report. “Temporary psychotic
symptoms and hallucinations did
not prompt consideration of abusive
treatment.”

Neither did apparent physical
symptoms. Three of the detainees
showed evidence of physical mal-
treatment: contusions, bone fractures,
lacerations, peripheral nerve damage
and sciatica. But the medical staff
turned a blind eye in their reports.
“There was no mention of any cause
for these injuries,” lacopino and
Xenakis write.

In their professional opinion,
“the specific allegations of torture
and ill treatment were highly consist-
ent with and supported by physical
and psychological evidence observed
in all cases.”

Ever since it became public
that psychologists were involved
in creating abusive interrogation
practices for detainees, Physicians
for Human Rights and other medi-
cal professional organisations have
expressed fears that military medi-
cal staff were complicit in abuse at
Guantanamo.

Last month, Truthout published
the handwritten notes of a former Air
Force psychologist, Bruce Jessen,
who reverse-engineered military
programs on surviving the “stresses”
of detention” for use against terror-
ism detainees. (“If these stresses are
manipulated and increased against
us, the cumulative effect can push
us out of the optimum range of
functioning.”)

Jessen’s work on a psychology-
heavy detention and interrogation
regimen started with the CIA; a
Senate report revealed the CIA
instructed the military on these tac-
tics at Guantanamo Bay. Detainees
at the facility have gone so far as
to claim that medical staff forcibly
administered them drugs that made
them woozy ahead of interrogation
sessions.

But the medical records of
detainees haven not been made
public, leaving little evidence to
settle the question of medical staff
complicity in detention operations.
lacopino and Xenakis, however, have
served as medical experts for defence
lawyers at Guantanamo. That has
given them unique, privileged access
to detainee medical records, which
form the basis of their assessment.
(They do not substantiate the allega-
tion of forcible injections.)

Xenakis is dismayed by what
he’s found. The great majority of
the medical lassitude he says he
has witnessed occurred between
2002 and 2006. But, he says, “The
implications of this conduct, includ-
ing the fact that the medics did not
identify it, still has an effect on what
happens there.”

In some cases, medical treat-
ment appeared to be conditionally

administered. “Several detainees
indicated that access to medical care
was linked to cooperation with the
interrogators,” lacopino and Xenakis
write. In one case, medical personnel
certified a detainee as fit to continue
being interrogated “after several
periods of unconsciousness.”
Neither the Pentagon nor Joint
Task Force-Guantanamo, which over-
sees detention operations at the base,
have seen lacopino and Xenakis’
article. But Major Tanya Bradsher,
a Pentagon spokeswoman, says the
task force’s medics treat detainees
“regardless of disciplinary status,
level of cooperation or legal status.”
“The Joint Medical Group con-
ducts humane care of detainees,”
Bradsher says. “The JMG opera-
tions are completely independent
of Joint Detention Group and Joint
Intelligence operations. Detainees are
treated at a dedicated medical facility

with state-of-the-art equipment and
an expert medical staff.”

Not being a lawyer, Xenakis says
he is not accusing any medical staff
at the base of breaking the law.

Nor can he specify which detain-
ees have been subject to treatment he
considers torture without violating
the rules of the military commis-
sions before which he has testified.
But as much as he is concerned with
upholding his profession’s ethical
obligations, he says his article is
also motivated by a concern for the
ways torture jeopardises the ability
to bring detainees to trial for a final
adjudication.

“How do we make decisions
today about what’s going to be the
disposition of these people when
they’ve been subjected to such treat-
ment?” Xenakis asks. “How does that
help our national security?”

Wired &

Obama, Trump and the new racism of the right

Ryan C Ebersole

Oklahoma State Representative
Sally Kern is no stranger to
controversy. Many gay rights activ-
ists will remember her virulent
homophobic statements both in
the House chamber and out. In
fact, that is pretty much what she
is known for. However, she has
recently drawn fire for offensive
comments of a different stripe:
racism.

Kern, 64, often serves as a
caricature for her party’s anti-
LGBT views. She made headlines
in 2008 when she described homo-
sexuality as “the biggest threat
our nation has, even more so than
terrorism and Islam,” saying that
“what is happening now is they are
going after, in schools, two-year-
olds ...” In 2009 she authored a

proclamation in which she blamed
the economic crisis on President
Obama’s recognition of Gay Pride
Month. She’s claimed that “gays
are infiltrating city councils.” She
has also introduced amendments
banning the spectre of sharia law,
as well as allowing teachers to
question evolution.

However, earlier this week,
Kern inflamed a new segment of
the population. While debating
SJR 15, a bill introduced by a fel-
low Republican that would change
the state’s constitution to eliminate
affirmative action, Kern suggested
that perhaps the high proportion
of incarceration and financial
hardships of the state’s African
American population is due to
laziness.

Said Kern, “We have a high
percentage of blacks in prison,

and that’s tragic, but are they

in prison just because they are
black or because they don’t want
to study as hard in school? I’'ve
taught school, and | saw a lot of
people of colour who didn’t study
hard because they said the govern-
ment would take care of them.”
Additionally, she went on to state
that women tend to earn less than
men because they “usually don’t
want to work as hard as a man ...
women tend to think a little bit
more about their family, wanting
to be at home more time, wanting
to have a little more leisure time.”
The bill passed by a large margin
in the overwhelmingly Republican
House.

Kern’s comments drew con-
demnation from some of her fellow
representatives. Of even more vis-
ibility is real estate mogul, reality

Adelaide
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TV star and potential Republican
presidential candidate Donald
Trump. He has spent the past few
weeks fanning the flames of the
right’s most ardent conspiracy
theorists, the “birthers.” He even
claimed to have private investiga-
tors on the ground in Hawaii who
apparently were telling him all
sorts of crazy things.

Trump now has turned to
questioning how President Obama,
an African American, could have
gained access to Columbia and
Harvard universities, stating that
he believed Obama’s grades to be
subpar, calling him a “terrible stu-
dent”. Trump has even tried to call
into question Obama’s authorship
of his best-selling autobiography,
“Dreams From My Father.” He
insinuated that Obama’s admission
to the two schools was a result of
affirmative action, as if somehow
Obama, as an African American,
could not have gone to Columbia
and Harvard otherwise. This line of
thought was parroted by MSNBC’s
conservative commentator Pat
Buchanan (who is virulently anti-
affirmative-action, anti- multicul-
turalism, and anti-LGBT-rights),
who claimed that the president’s
academic career was “affirmative
action all the way”.

However, the president gradu-
ated from Harvard Law School
magna cum laude - it is nearly

impossible to make better grades
than that. Even more impres-
sive, he was elected editor of the
Harvard Law Review - which
Buchanan also claimed was some-
how due to affirmative action.
Both Trump’s and Buchanan’s
statements lead one to conclude
that they think that is the only
way an African American can gain
access to the top schools in the
country. While Trump would like
us to believe that he has always
had a good relationship with “the
Blacks,” his words (including
those) say otherwise.

On more local levels, many
in the Republican leadership have
exhibited strains of racism. Tea
partier and Republican central
committee member in California
Marilyn Davenport sent out an
email depicting Obama as the child
of two monkeys with the caption,
“Now you know why no birth
certificate.” Davenport responded
to critics by saying, “I didn’t think
people would be upset by it.”

Republicans like to brag that
their party was the reason behind
emancipation; but it was the con-
servative movement that opposed
civil rights, and is not above court-
ing the racist element of the right.
It appears that the party of Lincoln
has become the party of John
Wilkes Booth.
People’s World &
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Financial heist of the century:
Confiscating
Libya’s sovereign
wealth funds

Prior to carrying out a military attack on Libya, representative of the
Libyan Investment Authority, Mohamed Layas, informed the US ambas-

Manlio Dinucci

The objective of the war against
Libya is not just its oil reserves
(now estimated at 60 billion bar-
rels), which are the greatest in
Africa and whose extraction costs
are among the lowest in the world.
Nor the natural gas reserves which
are estimated at about 1,500 billion
cubic metres. In the crosshairs of
the “willing” of operation “Unified
Protector” there are sovereign
wealth funds, capital that the
Libyan state has invested abroad.

The Libyan Investment Authority
(LIA) manages sovereign wealth
funds estimated at about US$70
billion, rising to more than US$150
billion if you include foreign invest-

Club) have a significance not so much
economically (they amount to some
US$5.4 billion) as politically.

Libya, after Washington removed
it from the blacklist of “rogue states,”
has sought to carve out a space at
the international level focusing on
“diplomacy of sovereign wealth
funds.” Once the US and the EU lifted
the embargo in 2004 and the big oil
companies returned to the country,
Tripoli was able to maintain a trade
surplus of about US$30 billion per
year which was used largely to make
foreign investments.

The management of sovereign
funds has however created a new
mechanism of power and corruption
in the hands of ministers and senior
officials, which probably in part

The assault on the Libyan sovereign
wealth funds will have a particularly
strong impact in Africa. There, the Libyan
Arab African Investment Company had
invested in over 25 countries, 22 of them
in sub-Saharan Africa ...

ments of the Central Bank and other
bodies. But it might be more.

Even if they are lower than those
of Saudi Arabia or Kuwait, Libyan
sovereign wealth funds have been
characterised by their rapid growth.
When LIA was established in 2006,
it had US$40 billion at its disposal.
In just five years, LIA has invested in
over one hundred companies in North
Africa, Asia, Europe, the US and
South America: holdings, banking,
real estate, industries, oil companies
and others.

In Italy, the main Libyan invest-
ments are those in UniCredit Bank
(of which LIA and the Libyan Central
Bank hold 7.5 percent), Finmeccanica
(2 percent) and ENI (1 percent). These
and other investments (including
7.5 percent of the Juventus Football

escaped the control of the Gaddafi
himself: this is confirmed by the
fact that, in 2009, he proposed that
the US$30 billion in oil revenues go
“directly to the Libyan people.” This
aggravated the fractures within the
Libyan government.

US and European ruling circles
focused on these funds, so that before
carrying out a military attack on
Libya to get their hands on its energy
wealth, they took over the Libyan
sovereign wealth funds. Facilitating
this operation is the representative
of the Libyan Investment Authority,
himself, Mohamed Layas as revealed
in a cable published by WikiLeaks. On
January 20 Layas informed the US
ambassador in Tripoli that LIA had
deposited US$32 billion in US banks.

Five weeks later, on February

28, the US Treasury “froze” these
accounts. According to official
statements, this is “the largest sum
ever blocked in the United States”,
which Washington held “in trust for
the future of Libya.” It will in fact
serve as an injection of capital into
the US economy, which is more and
more in debt. A few days later, the
EU “froze” around 45 billion Euros
of Libyan funds.

The assault on the Libyan sov-
ereign wealth funds will have a
particularly strong impact in Africa.
There, the Libyan Arab African
Investment Company had invested
in over 25 countries, 22 of them in
sub-Saharan Africa, and was plan-
ning to increase the investments
over the next five years, especially in
mining, manufacturing, tourism and
telecommunications.

The Libyan investments have
been crucial in the implementation of
the first telecommunications satellite
Rascom (Regional African Satellite
Communications Organisation),
which entered into orbit in August
2010, allowing African countries to
begin to become independent from the
US and European satellite networks,
with an annual savings of hundreds
of millions of dollars.

Even more important were the
Libyan investment in the implemen-
tation of three financial institutions
launched by the African Union: the
African Investment Bank, based in
Tripoli, the African Monetary Fund,
based in Yaoundé (Cameroon), the
African Central Bank, based in Abuja
(Nigeria).

The development of these bodies
would enable African countries to
escape the control of the World Bank
and International Monetary Fund,
tools of neo-colonial domination, and
would mark the end of the CFA franc,
the currency that 14 former French
colonies are forced to use. Freezing
Libyan funds deals a strong blow to
the entire project. The weapons used
by “the willing” are not only those
in the military action called “Unified
Protector.”

Il Manifesto &

Chile:

Government reneges
on mine safety

Immediately following the suc-
cessful rescue of 33 copper miners
in Chile on October 13, 2010,
President Sebastian Pifiera pro-
claimed to the world that within 90
days Chile would begin reforma-
tion of its frayed and massively
de-centralised mine safety laws
and also adopt global mine safety
standards, namely ratification of
ILO Convention 176, the Safety
and Health in Mines Convention.
Early this year in Santiago,

the International Federation

of Chemical, Energy & Mine
Workers, Federation (ICEM) met
with senior leaders of the Pifiera
administration. The Chilean offi-
cials were blunt and candid: the
government will pursue neither
internal revisions or adopt global
mine safety standards.

ICEM argued that Chile is a
leading world resource producer
and it is incumbent that it join oth-
er top mining nations in providing

the very best work-safety protec-
tions for miners. Mine Minister
Laurence Golborne was at the San
José mine for nearly all 69 days
that the 33 were trapped, basking
in the global spotlight of publicity,
and Pifiera himself made some 10
visits to the site.

But now that the cameras have
gone and press coverage hailing
the rescue has disappeared, it is
business as usual in Chile. &

sador in Tripoli that they had deposited US$32 billion in US banks.

Global Briefs

FINLAND: Buoyed by opposition to EU bailouts and disil-
lusionment with government scandals and arrivals of new
immigrants, the populist True Finn Party won 19.1 percent of
the votes in elections April 17. The gain from five parliamen-
tary seats in 2007 to now 39 represents Finland’s biggest
election turn-around ever, said rebelion.org. The Party will
probably collaborate in forming a new government with the con-
servative National Coalition Party that took 19.9 percent and
with Social Democrats accounting for 19.2 percent of the vote.
Placing fourth, the Centre Party dropped from 52 to 35 seats.
Finland is the only EU country requiring parliamentary approv-
al for participation in EU bailouts. Ultimately, however, the
True Finns will likely support a Portugal bailout, in exchange
for the government not pursuing tax and retirement age hikes.

HONDURAS: At a Caracas press conference on April 17, exiled
President Jose Manuel Zelaya, Venezuelan President Hugo
Chéavez, and leaders of Honduras’ National Front for Popular
Resistance (FNRP), announced Chavez would be attempt-
ing to mediate conflict within Honduras. Chavez and Colombian
President Juan Manuel Santos earlier had conferred with serv-
ing Honduran President Porfirio Lobo. FNRP official Juan
Barahona, quoted by aporrea.org, said Chavez would be convey-
ing four FNRP stipulations: “return of exiles [including Zelaya],
respect for human rights, convocation of a constituent assem-
bly, and recognition of the FNRP as a political organisation.”
He later expressed hope Zelaya would return in May setting the
stage for the Organisation of American States meeting in June
to readmit Honduras, ostracised because of the coup in 2009.

SWAZILAND: Meeting in Accra on April 11-12, the African sec-
tion of the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC)
denounced repression of trade unionists and other pro-democrat-
ic forces in Swaziland. Naming eight high-level labour leaders
arrested along with other activists on April 12, the censure hit
violations of rights of free speech and assembly and use of tor-
ture. The besieged unions are demanding the royal government
revoke its emergency decree of 1973 that criminalises political
dissent. The ITUC statement appearing on its website condemns
the government for corruption, extravagant displays of wealth and
institutionalisation of poverty. Days before, activists inside the
country and outside had met across the border in Kamhlushwa,
South Africa, to inaugurate a new Communist Party of Swaziland.

SYRIA: As anti-government demonstrations continued in mid
April, revelations from cables made available by the WikiLeaks
website indicate that from 2006 through at least 2010 the US
State Department funded activities directed at overthrowing
President Bashar Al-Assad’s government. Over US$6 mil-
lion flowed to the Los Angeles-based Democracy Council
which dispersed money to exiled dissidents in London form-
ing the Movement for Justice and Development. That group
beams anti-government programming into Syria through its
Barada satellite TV channel. Global Research reports that
the cables identify the group’s leaders as “liberal, moderate
Islamists,” who formerly belonged to the Muslim Brotherhood.
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Why are refugees
treated as criminals?

I have been appalled to read of
conditions suffered by refugees
in camps in Australia. | very well
remember how | arrived here
back in June 1961. | was met at
the airport and taken out to the
then Wallgrove Migrant Hostel
near Rooty Hill by car. | was given
a medal and shown to my room.

The hostel being a converted
army camp was Spartan but comfort-
able. The food was good and plentiful.
There were no gates or razor wire to
contend with. I came and went as |
pleased, at any time | pleased. If |
remember correctly the concentration
camp at Villawood was a free migrant
hostel at that time too.

I didn’t come here to escape a
war or oppression. | came to Australia
simply because | wanted to. So why
are refugees locked up and treated
like criminals?

I’ve heard the old shout “They’re
gonna take our jobs”, to which | say
“rubbish”. A worker can’t take another
worker’s job; only a boss can take a
worker’s job.

So | gladly join the chant, say
it loud say it clear; “Refugees are
welcome here”.

Ron Barrett
Sydney

Imperialism intrigue
in Ivory Coast

With most eyes distracted by
imperialism’s barbaric assault on
Libya, the government of Laurent
Gbagbo in Ivory Coast has been
overthrown, led by French impe-
rialism, and the shameful support
of the “neutral” UN forces. Now
installed is their loyal servant, the
IMF’s own Alassane Ouattara.

Under civil-war conditions,
imperialism had forced Gbagbo to
hold elections, although they could
never be conducted in “free and fair”
conditions, as much of northern Ivory
Coast was in the hands of Ouattara’s
armed henchman. When the elections
were held, Ouattara’s forces stuffed
ballot boxes in northern-held regions.

Imperialism was convinced this
would ensure their stooge Ouattara
would be swept to power. But lo and
behold, after the electoral commis-
sion prematurely released the tainted
results, the constitutional powers
refused to validate the dubious results.
They announced Ghbagbo would
remain President until a recount,
under international supervision, could
be held.

President Gbagbo himself
requested the same process, as long
as it involved non-imperialist coun-
tries such as China. Predictably, the
imperialist countries rejected this.

Imperialism then began its plan
of forcibly toppling Gbagbo. French
imperialism has maintained its
forces in Ivory Coast since its colonial
plundering days. Nine thousand UN
troops stationed there were quickly
transformed into mercenaries. They
were there as “peace keepers”!
The World Bank cut off loans, the
imperialist-controlled Central Bank
of West Africa did likewise.

The question is, why did

Perth raffle for 2011.
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imperialism want Gbagbo gone? Ivory
Coast gained independence from
French colonial rule in 1960. The
country was run by the comprador
bourgeoisie of Felix Houphouet-
Boigny. This cosy relationship con-
tinued until the capitalist crisis hit in
the 1970’s. The piratical bloodsuckers
of finance capital moved in with their
“structural adjustment” programs, i.e.
mass privatisation, and the country
was quickly swimming in massive
debt. Imperialism continued to ruth-
lessly loot Ivory Coast’s resources,
particularly its oil, aided by the venal,
local puppets.

With Gbagbo’s election in 2000,
imperialism saw a loosening of its
ability to gain maximum loot from its
plunder. Gbagho began to assert Ivory
Coast’s sovereignty, so imperialism
turned its longing gaze to Ouattara,
who had an excellent record of serv-
ing it dutifully.

So imperialism resorted to its
tried and tested method of fomenting

civil war. Like in Sudan, it manipu-
lated religious and regional differ-
ences between the Christian south
and Muslim north. Civil war erupted.
Imperialism turned the northern forces
into their Quislings.

Thus, the overthrow of Gbaghbo
and installation of Ouattara had noth-
ing to do with democracy as has been
laughably insisted, but everything to
do with the re-colonisation of Africa.
We must condemn this criminal
action, and expose imperialism’s inhu-
mane motives, as well as highlighting
the UN’s despicable role.

Mark Window
SA

Planning is needed
for skills

Our politicians are behaving as
if elections are round the corner.
All this “crackdown” on welfare
cheats and undeserving recipients

of disability pensions — yet the
mining bosses were too hard to tax
on their super profits.

Electricity bills are about to go
through the roof and low-income
families with children will be even
worse off than they are now. The
price of food ... | do not even want
to mention. It is essential to provide
good, well-paid jobs for those who
do not have a job.

The trouble is, governments go
into some artificially created schemes
which work for a while and then col-
lapse. How many people have already
gone through training and re-training?

Skills training has been allowed
to be run down. Is it surprising that
skilled workers have to be imported
now? Training takes time and money.
It is time governments stopped think-
ing short-term and started planning
for the country’s needs — now and
in the future.

T Southern
Brisbane
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e

On forests,
welfare
and war

Tocal Agricultural College is about
forty minutes from Newcastle, on
the fringes of the Lower Hunter.
My wife and | went there on
the Friday before May Day, to
enjoy the stalls and exhibits at
the College’s annual Small Farms
Field Days.

There are information stalls on
all manner of interesting subjects
for people on the land, from how to
recognise and eradicate various weeds
to the best way to cover your fruit
trees to safeguard them from birds
and fruit bats.

You can buy fish for farm dams
there, or shrubs and other plants for
the garden. One woman | saw was
buying trees for a windbreak, to line
one side of a sizeable paddock.

Every kind of farm vehicle, with
two, four or six wheels is on offer,
as are pumping systems, solar water
heaters and automatic farm gates.
There are demonstrations of work-
ing sheepdogs and stockhorses, and
also demonstrations of how to build
a country fence and how to assemble
a modular steel cattle-yard.

There are people selling water
tanks so big they have their sales
office located inside the water tank.

My wife and | were interested in
looking at the livestock on exhibition.
Talking to some mohair goat breed-
ers we know who were among the
exhibitors, we were disappointed to
learn that they had had to give up the
breeding of coloured goats because
the mills will only buy plain mohair
fleece (which they can dye to the
colour of their choice).

Apparently, natural colours are
not saleable. In fact, niche market-
ing in the agricultural sector in
Australia is a very chancy proposition.
Remember all those people who lost
a bundle trying to get into the alpaca
stud business?

When alpacas were scarce here,
stud animals sold for thousands, but
as soon as the numbers built up and
their only value was for their fleece,
suddenly they could be bought for a
few hundred.

When sheep grazing ceased to be
an automatic money-maker, desperate
farmers tried deer farming, ostrich
farming, even emu farming. Despite
paying out lots of money for very
tall fencing (especially around deer
farms), they all went to the wall, leav-
ing the country infested with deer that
had either escaped or simply been set
loose by disgruntled farmers who had
been inveigled into investing in this
“industry that can’t fail”.

The chaos of capitalism’s
unplanned economy was once again
on display for all to see. Unfor-
tunately, too many people in this
country are now conditioned to see-
ing this chaos as normal and natural.

Also passing without comment
was the decision of the NSW state
government that its forestry depart-
ment, now called Forests NSW, would
not have its usual stall selling trees.
We were informed by other stall hold-
ers that the government had decided

not to participate on the grounds
that “it was too expensive” to bring
the young trees in pots to the Field
Day and then take the unsold ones
back again.

This extraordinary decision
aroused much criticism even in the
short time we spent in front of the
little display that represented Forests
NSW’s entire participation in Tocal
this year.

Usually, their stall is very busy
and very important: it is the only place
you can be sure of getting the type of
tree you want. We wanted a couple
of silver birch. Apparently the new
O’Farrell Lib/Nat Party government
in NSW believes that the private sec-
tor will meet all our needs in future.

And they possibly will - for a
price.

It was a curious way for the
state government to celebrate the
International Year of Forests.

Prime Minister Gillard is on the
lookout for ways to extract money
from welfare recipients, the unem-
ployed, pensioners, etc. Apparently
the ALP is no longer a party dedicated
to the welfare of the people (a dubious
assertion in any case) but instead is
a party dedicated to making people
work for any money they get, no
matter how pitiful the actual amount
might be.

With the close association that
existed for years between the Labor
Party here and New Labour in Britain,
it’s London to a brick that the Gillard
government will already be well
informed on the British scheme for
charging single mothers for calcu-
lating the amount of child support
they are entitled to from the child’s
absent father.

In Britain, such support is super-
vised by the government’s Child
Support Agency. Under Britain’s
Conservative/Liberal Democrat

i

Alpacas farming promised high profits.

coalition government, the Agency
will in future not only charge single
mothers a fee of £25 for calculating
the amount of child support their
errant partner should pay, but if the
Agency is required to actually collect
the money;, the fee will go up fourfold,
to £100, and additionally the Agency
will extract a commission of between
seven and 12 percent on any money
they do collect.

British commentators have com-
pared it to police charging the victims
of robbery a fee for the return of their
goods and levying a commission on
the value of the goods. Perhaps we
should be careful about mentioning
ideas like that: it might give Gillard
and co ideas for other ways to “reduce
costs” at the expense of the poor and
the vulnerable.

I notice — as many others have
also — that the eagerness with which
the US and NATO went to the aid of

the “pro-democracy” forces in Libya
is in marked contrast to their response
to the genuine pro-democracy dem-
onstrations in Bahrain.

Bahrain’s royal family was ini-
tially not under threat — the protestors
were only calling for a constitutional
monarchy — but the regime responded
with violence. The opposition quickly
became radicalised and began calling
for the ousting of the regime.

Saudi Arabia, that well known
bastion of freedom and democracy,
promptly sent in 1,000 troops backed
up by 500 from the equally demo-
cratic (and equally oil-rich) United
Arab Emirates.

However, the US and its close ally
Britain have not protested at this act
of blatant repression and invasion.
Nor have they instituted a no-fly zone
over Bahrain or frozen the assets of
the country’s royal family.

Would this have anything to do
with oil, do you think? &
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I n the 18th and 19th centuries,
oil for light and heating and
especially for the smooth running of
the machines of the industrial revolu-
tion came from whales and to a much
lesser extent seals.

As industry developed and the
market for oil grew, so whaling itself
became an industry, and a very prof-
itable one. Towns like Bedford and
Nantucket on the Atlantic coast of the
USA became crowded, prosperous and
colourful on the strength of whaling.

It was only to be expected that
such a dangerous pursuit as whaling,
and the awful cost in men killed or
simply “lost at sea”, would eventu-
ally lead to the production of a great
novel. Moby-Dick, or The Whale,
appeared in 1851.

It was written by an American
poet and novelist Herman Melville,
who in his early 20s had shipped out
to the South Seas on a whaler, then
transferring to the US Navy and not
returning home for over three years.

His novel is today acknowledged
as “the closest approach the USA
has had to a national prose epic”. Its
young narrator, Ishmael, as a first time
seafarer, considers himself fortunate
to be taken on as a crew member of
the whaling vessel Pequod.

The ship’s captain, the

monomaniacal Ahab, seeks revenge
on a particular whale, the great white
whale Moby-Dick who bit Ahab’s
leg off on a previous voyage. Ahab
willingly risks his crew’s lives and
their chance to make their fortune in
his pursuit of his personal vengeance.

Ishmael, however, discovers
love and humanity during the voy-
age, while witnessing death and
destruction, including Moby-Dick’s
destruction of the Pequod itself. The
novel is not a monolithic work, being
broken up or interrupted at frequent
intervals by Melville’s inclusion of
factual material about places, customs
and of course whaling.

Melville also inserts set-pieces,
such as Father Mapple’s sermon, as
well as metaphysical dissertations,
tales and soliloquies. As the Concise
Oxford Companion to English
Literature so succinctly puts it, the
brilliance of Moby-Dick “was noted
by some critics and very few readers”.

Melville died virtually forgotten,
but interest in him and his works was
revived in the 1920s and has remained
high ever since.

The two-part mini series of Moby
Dick (ABC1 Sundays from May 8
at 8.30pm) is a co-production with
Munich television (Tele Munchen),
directed by Mike Barker and produced
by Dr Herbert Kloiber and Rikolt
von Gagern.

It stars Charlie Cox as Ishmael
and William Hurt as Captain Ahab.
The scenes of whaling in open boats
are very well done, so much so one
wonders if real whales are being
killed.

he versatile Chris Lilley is

back with a new 12-part
series in which he plays all the main
characters. This one, Angry Boys
(ABC1 Wednesdays from May 11
at 9.00pm) features Lilley as five
very different teenage boys and one
middle aged woman.

Chris Lilley’s first series, We Can

Angry Boys (ABC1 Wednesdays from May 11 at 9.00 pm).

Be Heroes: Finding the Australian
of the Year, won him the Rose D’Or
international television award for
Best Male Comedy Performance as
well as the Logie for Best Comedy
Performance.

His 2007 series Summer Heights
High became the biggest selling TV
series of all time in Australia, as well
as winning the AFI Award for Best
Comedy Series.

In Angry Boys, which has the for-
mat of a cod documentary, Lilley and
his team have gone to great lengths
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to make the scenes look as authentic
as possible.

Lilley has a keen eye for the idi-
om and body language of Australian
youth, and his series is genuinely
funny.

andamarra’s War (ABC1

Thursday May 12 at 8.30pm)
recounts the history of the Aboriginal
resistance in the late 19th century
in the Kimberleys to the European
seizure of their land, the defiling of
their sacred sites, and the eradication
of the wildlife they depended on for
food and other necessities.

When they speared the sheep
and cattle that the Europeans intro-
duced on to the land to replace the
local wildlife, the squatters (sorry,
“pastoralists”) formed posses and
shot down “the local blacks” to
teach them not to molest the white
fella’s stock. They also poisoned
large numbers of Aboriginal men,
women and children, to clear them
out of the area.

It was genocide, pure and simple.
Aborigines who resisted were put
in chains by the police, deported
to prison camps on Rottnest Island,
where hundreds died, or simply shot
down in the scrub.

In 1894 a leader emerged among
the Bunuba people near Leonard
River Flats and Windjanna Gorge.
Jandamarra was raised among stock-
men and trained to become a worker
on a white-owned station. But brutal-
ity against his people by whites leads
him to lead an uprising against the
station owners.

Jandamarra waged a guerrilla war

against the white police and pastoral-
ists for three years. In response the
authorities unleashed state terrorism
against the Aborigines of the region,
amidst newspaper editorials calling
effectively for the extermination of
the Aboriginal people.

The program is very well made,
especially considering how little
real documentary material is pre-
served of this shameful period. The
re-enactments are first rate and the
interviewees are knowledgeable and
interesting, especially the very forth-
right WA historian Howard Pedersen,
author of the 1995 book Jandamarra
and the Bunuba Resistance.

A film, one hopes, that will find
its way into every school in the
country.

here is only one word for

Buddy (aka British TV pre-
senter Jonathon Hunt). The word is
“gormless”. In Wild Rides (ABC2
Fridays from May 13 at 8.00 pm),
he sets out (with a camera crew of
two in tow) to take part in the 16,000
kilometre London to Mongolia Rally
— without a car. He cadges lifts, but
since we usually see only him in the
car with whoever is giving him a lift,
it appears that his camera crew had
to run alongside.

His coverage of the countries they
go through is cursory, uninformed,
and, well, gormless.

This is travel filmmaking at its
worst. A dreadful waste of time and
resources. And the pity is, a really
interesting documentary could have
been made of it if they had just not
been such tiresome prats. @&
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Save the planet and
double food production
with eco- farmlng

Stephen Leahy

Eco-farming could double food production
in entire regions within 10 years while
mitigating climate change, according to a
new UN report released in March in Geneva.
AN urgent transformation to “eco-farming”
is the only way to end hunger and face the
challenges of climate change and rural
poverty, said Olivier De Schutter, UN Special
Rapporteur on the right to food, following
the presentation of his annual report focus-
ing on agro-ecology and the right to food to
the UN Human Rights Council.

“Agro-ecology mimics nature, not industrial
processes. It replaces the external inputs like
fertiliser with knowledge of how a combina-
tion of plants, trees and animals can enhance
productivity of the land,” De Schutter told the
Inter Press Service, stressing that, “Yields went
up 214 percent in 44 projects in 20 countries
in sub-Saharan Africa using agro-ecological
farming techniques over a period of three to
ten years... far more than any GM [genetically
modified] crop has ever done.” Other recent
scientific assessments have shown that small
farmers in 57 countries using agro-ecological
techniques obtained average yield increases of
80 percent. Africans’ average increases were
116 percent.

“Today’s scientific evidence demonstrates
that agro-ecological methods outperform the
use of chemical fertilisers in boosting food
production in regions where the hungry live,”
De Schutter said.

Natural factor

Agro-ecology applies ecological science to
the design of agricultural systems. It enhances
soil productivity and protects crops against pests
by relying on natural elements.

Eco-farming does not require expensive
inputs of fossil-fuel-based pesticides, fertilisers,
machinery or hybrid seeds. It is ideally suited
for poor smallholder farmers and herders who
are the bulk of the one billion hungry people in

the world. Efforts by governments and major
donors such as the US$400 million Alliance
for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) to
subsidise fertiliser and hybrid seeds will produce
quick boosts in yields but are not sustainable in
the long term, De Schutter said.

Malawi is touted as an AGRA success story
by funders such as the Gates Foundation and
the Rockefeller Foundation who have massively
subsidised fertiliser and created a correspond-
ing improvement in food production. However,
the country simply cannot afford to continue
those subsidies and is shifting its strategy to
agro-ecology. “The [Malawi] government now
subsidises farmers to plant nitrogen-fixing trees
in their fields to ensure sustained growth in
maize production,” he said.

De Schutter says AGRA is looking for quick
results and is getting them. He has found it dif-
ficult to overcome AGRA proponents’ suspicions
about the effectiveness of agro-ecology, despite
the mounting evidence. “I expect countries to
express scepticism towards these solutions
because they are not in accord with the dominant
paradigm,” De Schultter said.

Climate change impact

The dominant view of agriculture is the
industrial approach - of maximising efficiency
and yield. However, that system is utterly
dependent on cheap fossil fuels and never hav-
ing to be held accountable for environmental
degradation and other impacts. One of the most
under-acknowledged but astonishing impacts
is on the global climate. “It is fair to say that
between 45 and 50 percent of all human emis-
sions of global warming gases come from the
current form of food production,” De Schutter
says.

Climate-damaging emissions from industrial
agriculture are more than just carbon dioxide
from burning fossil fuels. They include massive
amounts of the super-heating greenhouse gases
like methane from animals and nitrous oxide
from chemical fertiliser. Add in deforestation
- which is mostly done to increase farmland

or plantations - and that is around a third of
all emissions. Now, add on the emissions from
food processing and the long-distance transport
of foods around the world and it comes close
to half of all human emissions.

More food, less emissions

The food system does not have to be a
major source of emissions, the problem is just
the way we have designed it around cheap fos-
sil fuel energy, De Schutter said. Eco-farming
can produce more food for the world’s poorest
people, while also resulting in a fraction of the
emissions. It can even store carbon in the soil.

“The evidence is irrefutable. If we can
change the way we farm and the way we produce
and distribute food, then we have a powerful
solution for combating the climate crisis,” said
Henk Hobbelink, coordinator of GRAIN, an
international non-governmental organisation
that produced a report in 2009 showing that
industrial agriculture was by far the biggest
source of climate-disrupting emissions of
greenhouse gases.

“There are no technical hurdles to achieving

these results, it is only a matter of political will,”
said Hobbelink. Trade, economic and agricul-
tural policies are all skewed in favour of the
current industrial food production system. And
many of those policies are pushing small farm-
ers - the ones who are by far the most efficient
in terms of carbon emissions and energy use,
according to GRAIN - off the land.

De Schutter says the techniques and ben-
efits of agro-ecology are now well established,
so his role is to push governments to change
policies and support the transformation of food
production. His report offers policy-relevant
recommendations for countries, such as increas-
ing public funding for research and training.

“Private companies will not invest time and
money in practices that cannot be rewarded
by patents and which don’t open markets for
chemical products or improved seeds,” De
Schutter said. “If we don’t radically transform
the direction of the global food system, we
will never feed the billion who are hungry,” he
warns. “Nor will we be able to feed ourselves
in the future.”
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