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Wharfies
of the world act!

Special to The Guardian

In recent weeks there has been a number
of significant struggles featuring whar-
fies, known internationally as dockers or
longshore workers. Wharfies in Australia
have been pitted in battle for a new enter-
prise agreement with Patrick Stevedores.
The national negotiations in both Bulk
and General and Terminals have ground
to a halt on numerous occasions with the
company playing hardball around basic
and fundamental rights of workers around
matters of safety, training and rights which
have been eroded over the period of the
previous Howard government’s anti-worker
WorkChoices laws.

The corporate media have tarnished the
facts with their obfuscation of the reality of the
MUA’s (Maritime Union of Australia) demands
and have attempted to play the card of worker
greed to skew public opinion away from the
fact that three wharfies were killed on the job
throughout 2010 and that waterfront safety and
training standards are farcical in Australia.

Responding to a series of protected action
strikes the capitalist press has rolled out the
rotten carcass of former Workplace Relations
Minister Peter Reith to add “integrity” and
legitimacy to the employers’ cries for relief.
This relic of unbridled capitalist class struggle
cannot be taken in any objective or serious man-
ner. The facts are that Reith’s and the media’s
lies reflect their anti-worker core. The demands
of the wharfies are legitimate and fair. No one
should die at work. Everyone should be trained
and certified in their profession. People must
come before profit in the workplace.

Of course economic claims are part and
parcel of enterprise bargaining and the wharf-
ies have modified their wage position on many
occasions and have stated that they clearly
understand the outcomes of negotiations will be
a package. The non-economic issues are clearly
the main demands of the wharfies although it is
clear that wharfies deserve pay rises like every
other worker. The general employer hysteria
about workers making wage claims is disgrace-
ful. It rings every time workers make a claim
for wages whether they are higher or lower paid
workers. Employers just hate workers getting
their hands on some of the surplus value created
by their labour.

Wharfies in the Bulk and General and
Terminal operations have applied for protected

Plugging the
budget gap

Mental
health

action ballots, voted in favour of taking action
and in a number of ports Bulk and General
workers have engaged in strike action.

In most recent news the terminal work-
ers have suspended their actions after Patrick
attempted to prove in Fair Work Australia (FWA)
last Friday that the MUA was not bargaining in
good faith. Arising out of that hearing the MUA
was finally able to get commitments from the
company that they would table a new offer.

On this note the MUA has suspended strike
action planned for the weekend of April 9-10.
Coupled with that the MUA secured rights to
have their period of protected action extended
enabling action to potentially occur if the ter-
minal management don’t deliver on a package
acceptable to the workers. After the hearing,
MUA deputy national secretary Mick Doleman
said: “It seems now at the eleventh hour we
have made some real progress.

“We have now secured a commitment from
Patrick to provide a revised offer on our existing
claims by next Tuesday ... With the company’s
offer on the table by Tuesday (as The Guardian
goes to press), negotiations can finally progress
in good faith.”

In the Patrick Bulk and General sector
workers in Geelong, Melbourne and WA have
taken strike action to secure a decent agreement.
So far that had been elusive. Further ballots in
various ports are scheduled.

In a very disturbing event on last Friday
workers at Webb Dock in Melbourne sat in
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overnight due to a FWA hearing in Melbourne
that did nothing to prevent Patrick refusing to
pay workers while still expecting them to per-
form duties. This curious situation has arisen
due to the MUA electing to impose bans and
limitations on the employers while still perform-
ing stevedoring functions.

The employer has refused to make payment
for any work if there are bans imposed. The con-
sequence was that the MUA was forced into a
position of not working because they would not
be paid. No doubt the MUA will also be blamed
about any economic flow-on to the company as
is the normal attitude of the blame-the-workers
media in Australia.

This is a serious precedent which could
mean that the only legitimate form of protected
action is full withdrawal of labour. FWA made
no directions to Patrick to rectify this. Workers
are balloted on the form of action they intend
to take. This makes a mockery of the rights of
workers under the FWA to take limited forms
of industrial action in pursuit of claims against
employers. Clearly this position needs to be
rectified as an ongoing element of IR reform.

Despite the eradication of WorkChoices
employers have taken up the slack given to some
workers under the FW Act by intensifying their
belligerence. Patrick is taking a hard line as are
other employers. The small concessions given to
workers under the FW Act is being negated in a
coordinated effort by employers who are taking
a harder line on more militant unions that have
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the capacity to benefit from the slight benefits
of the FW Act over WorkChoices. Clearly there
is a major space for further campaigning for
improved IR laws as the FW Act did not go far
enough in repealing WorkChoices.

International actions

In further actions around the world Egyptian
Dockers have gone on strike in the Port of Said.
The Maersk terminal is massive with a through-
put of around 2.7 million TEU (twenty-foot
equivalent units). In a significant sign of the
development of struggle in the Egyptian national
democratic revolution dockers walked off the
job and were able to achieve off Maersk a 100
percent pay rise and a three year contract as
opposed to the usual three month contracts. This
is an amazing result and reflects the developing
level of the Egyptian working class in being
prepared to struggle for further democratic,
economic and political rights.

In the US, International Longshore and
Warehouse Union Local 10 Longshore workers
in the Port of San Francisco participated in a 24
hour stoppage of all San Francisco and Oakland
ports on April 4. Their stoppage was a political
stoppage and was an act of solidarity with the
amazing struggles of the people of Wisconsin
who have taken on the state over collective bar-
gaining rights. April 4 was also the anniversary
of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr who was made an honorary member of Local
10, six months prior to his assassination. &
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A national climate plan needed

The tables keep turning and the media is having a field day.
First former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd dropped Labor’s emis-
sions trading scheme (ETS) under pressure from Julia Gillard and
Wayne Swan amongst others. The mining sector united in a massive
campaign against the imposition of a tax on super profits in the
mining sector. They claimed to have put billions of dollars of future
investments on hold.

They even organised public protest actions and played a critical
role, along with their right-wing mates in caucus and some in the
the union movement, in the coup that installed Gillard as prime
minister. The excuse was that Labor’s fortunes were sliding badly
in the opinion polls. Gillard quickly set about appeasing the mining
magnates with a watered down version of the tax on mining profits.

Twelve months on, the “no carbon tax” Gillard is up against a
highly coordinated campaign by the mining sector against her car-
bon tax, a first step towards the full resurrection of the ETS. They
have organised anti-carbon tax rallies such as the one in Sydney last
weekend, and were well supported by climate change deniers from
the Coalition. Labor leaders including Wayne Swan joined a rival
pro-carbon tax rally.

Last week saw a steady stream of mining CEOs and the Minerals
Council of Australia lobbying Climate Change Minister Greg Combet
and Treasurer Wayne Swan. Cynthia Carroll, boss of the world’s
fourth largest mining company Anglo American, flew in from Britain
to join the anti-carbon tax lobby. BHP, Rio Tinto, Woodside and
BlueScope Steel have all met with government leaders. The industry
is again threatening to pull the plug on future investments. Labor
is again sliding backwards in the opinion polls and the knives are
being sharpened in Labor’s backrooms. It all has a feeling of déja vu.

The internal party power struggles and the battles over the carbon
tax have diverted attention from the fact that neither the carbon tax
nor the ETS will bring about the major transformation in energy
production that is required to address climate change. Rudd and now
Gillard steadfastly refuse to recognise the urgency of the situation
or the need for government to take strong action.

Their approach is based on economic solutions and reliance on
the “markets”.

Emission trading schemes in capitalist societies are in essence a
license to pollute that favours polluters in rich nations and a cop-
out for governments not prepared to tackle the issue of greenhouse
gas reduction. Australia has the highest per capita emissions of any
country. The government has set the target of reducing greenhouse
gas emissions by a pathetic five percent by 2020 — based on year 2000
emissions (only two percent compared with 1990). Its key climate
change mechanism — “putting a price on carbon” and later developing
some sort of ETS — relies on private enterprise to produce a result.

The environmental crisis has been largely created by the rapacious
exploitation of the Earth’s resources by capitalism. Humanity faces the
need to fundamentally change society, its purpose and motivation, to
one that recognises humanity’s place in nature and lives with nature
on the basis of sustainability. Such a society is a socialist one. At the
present rate of change the planet will warm by up to 5 degrees Celsius
by the end of the century. This will threaten the survival of many
species and the viability of agriculture, and will produce masses of
refugees fleeing rising sea levels, food shortages, diminishing fresh
water resources and other environmental problems.

The Australian government has a responsibility to take control
and plan development taking into account that environmental factors
are the basis for a sustainable future. It must develop a national
energy plan, with legislated timetables and targets, for transition to an
ecologically sustainable energy system. This includes public ownership
of electricity generation, distribution and supply infrastructure; and
making energy efficiency and conservation key determinants of urban
planning and government economic and industry policy.

Instead of subsidising the polluters to pollute, government subsi-
dies should be used to provide incentives to encourage consumers to
choose renewable energy technologies and to transfer subsidies and
government support from fossil and nuclear fuel sectors (eg the pri-
mary industry fuel rebate) to energy efficiency and renewable energy,
including research and development and conversion programs. This
should be done in consultation with trade unions and communities
affected, to ensure that training and other measures are put in place
to protect workers’ incomes and the future of those communities.

PRESS FUND
This week US Democrats and Republicans engaged in a staring
contest over expenditure cuts, as a government economic shutdown
loomed. Because of its national debt, which is now edging towards
$14 trillion, the US government will seek to transfer more of the
costs and burden of running its empire, particularly military
operations, to its most subservient allies — hence the Australian
government’s recent purchase of a new troop carrier for about
$A100 million. It’s our job to bring you the best coverage of news
and current events, but to do that we need your help to cover our
own operating costs. So please, send us in something for the next
issue, we really need it. Many thanks to the following for their
support this week:

June Ayres $10, David Rainbow $10, “Round Figure” $10
This week’s total: $30 Progressive total: $1,480

Perth prepares
for CHOGM

Richard Titelius

In six months time Perth, will
be host to the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM), where leaders from
more than 50 countries meet over
three and a half days to discuss
how the capitalist order of the
their group will do business in an
increasingly unpredictable and
rapidly changing world.

The biennial conference was last
held in Trinidad and Tobago in 2009,
whilst the world away from their
Caribbean hideaway was in the grip
of the global financial crisis.

There will be 3,000 CHOGM
delegates and up to 1,000 media
members visiting Perth which will
bring a number of logistical, accom-
modation and security challenges to
the city which the organisers revealed
at two recent public hearings at the
Perth Convention Centre.

These include a lockdown of a
vast tract of the Perth central business
district stretching from the Causeway
on the city’s eastern side to Kings
Park on the west.

The proposed legislation which
will give police extraordinary powers
is similar to the notorious Stop and
Search bill which was prevented from
becoming law last year through wide-
spread community campaigning. In
February this year WA Greens Senator
Scott Ludlum said the passage of the

laws would allow the police to draw
up “hit lists” and exclude individuals
from certain areas of the city.

While most of the disruption
will be on Friday October 28, when
the city will be locked down for the
movement of the CHOGM delegates
and a royal motorcade for Queen
Elizabeth, up to a dozen city blocks
will have restricted access for the
entire weekend.

It was also expected that roads
from the city’s airport to the CBD
would also face closure to accom-
modate the motorcades that would
bring the business and governmental
elites to the CHOGM venues.

To distract from all this the
CHOGM Taskforce has organised
a Commonwealth Festival which
includes four days of activities,
sport and entertainment — mostly at
the Perth Cultural Precinct and other
venues away from Perth Convention
and Exhibition Centre and a new
venue in Kings Park.

What will CHOGM officially
discuss? The notes from the CHOGM
Taskforce, which sits inside the
Department of Premier and Cabinet,
says, “Leaders from more than 50
countries will meet to discuss global
and Commonwealth issues such
as international peace and secu-
rity, health, the environment and
democracy.”

However, the organisers are not
sure that everyone in Perth believes

this which is why Assistant Police
Commissioner Chris Dawson said in
a news conference on April 4, that the
police are preparing for the possibility
of violent demonstrations. It is also
why the Barnett state government has
pre-emptively booked every park and
reserve in and around the City of Perth
—making it impossible to organise or
stage an eventment or protest.

These types of restrictions have,
however, not deterred a diverse
group of social and political activists
organised under the CHOGM Action
Network from meeting to plan a series
of events to challenge the agenda of
the meeting and offer alternatives to
the corporate and neo-colonial visions
being offered by those attending the
CHOGM conference.

The CHOGM Action Network
have met three times to date and the
first meeting was attended by over
40 representatives from a range of
community and political organisa-
tions. They include Aboriginal
groups protesting the occupation
of their land and continued deaths
in custody; activists protesting the
mining of uranium-often on sacred
Aboriginal land; climate change and
environmental destruction; mandatory
detention of refugees.

There are plans for a People’s
March on CHOGM and an alternative
conference at which workshops and
discussions will take place with street
theatre and cultural celebrations. &

Do you have what it takes?
Top seller competition

The Guardian will be celebrating
its 1,500th issue on May 11. Over
the past 40 years the workers’
weekly has been transformed from
a monthly four-pager to a fort-
nightly eight-pager to its present
weekly 12 pages. Its name has
changed from SPA to The Socialist
and then The Guardian. As well as
the print medium, The Guardian is
available on the CPA’s webpage.
Many changes have taken
place in the production of the
paper and the sourcing of informa-
tion over those years. First fax and
then the internet overtook postal
mail and long delays in reportage
of international events. But some
things have not changed. During
all those years The Guardian has
consistently served as the voice
of the working class based on the
ideology of Marxism Leninism.
The paper has supported the strug-
gles of the working people, worked
tirelessly for peace and to bring an
end to exploitation and repression
and to protect the planet.

The need to sell the paper
and reach more readers is as
important as ever. The Guardian
does not have the resources to be
distributed through the national
networks of newsagents. It relies
heavily on Communist Party
members and its supporters to
sell the paper and on subscribers.
As part of the celebration of the
1,500th issue of the paper The
Guardian is holding a Top Seller
competition with a prize of a
$100 voucher from the CPA Book
Shop. The voucher can be used to
purchase books, t-shirts, badges
or DVDs.

All you have to do is sell as
many copies of The Guardian
as you can during the month of
May — issues published on May
2,9, 16 & 23. One point will be
awarded on the following basis:
« 1 point for every paper sold
2 points for each new 3-month

subscription
« 5 points for each new 6-month
subscription

* 10 points for each new
12-month subscription

(See page 11 for subscription
details)

To enter the competition
send in your receipts from your
local Branch Treasurer or send
the money from your sales with
details direct to:

Top Seller

74 Buckingham St,

Surry Hills, NSW 2047

Good Luck!

The closing date for entries is
Wednesday June 15. Results will
be announced in the June 22 issue
of The Guardian. Please include
your phone number or email
address with your entry.

Additional copies of The
Guardian may be obtained from
local Party organisations or by
phoning 02 969 9884 or emailing
amanda@cpa.org.au

The ability to sell the paper
and to gain new subscribers is an
art in itself. Do you have what it
takes to be a Top Seller! &

Sydney

You are invited to a public meeting with
Ezequiel Morales

Cuban representative at the National Consultation of Friendship groups in Australia

Ezekiel is a pioneer of Cubas Literacy campaign and is a former Secretary General of
the Union of Educators and an advisor to the Cuban Government on Education

Wednesday April 20 starting 6:00 pm at 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills
Light refreshments available — Organised by the Sydney Disfrict Committee.
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Plugging the budget gap —
vulnerable to pay

Bob Briton

The federal budget is due to be
handed down on May 10 and the
public is being softened up for a
shocker. The government is still
hell-bent on getting its finances
back into surplus by 2012-13.
There will be no arguments from
the equally dry Coalition on that
score but that is not the problem.
With the bill for the Queensland
floods and storms still mounting
and military commitments drain-
ing the coffers, where will the
savings be made? Whose interests
are going to be sacrificed to plug
the yawning gap? There is bi-
partisan unity on the question — it
will be public services, particularly
those for the most disadvantaged.
Those Australians will pay with
reduced services and increased
victimisation.

For a while it sounded like big
savings were going to be found in
the gigantic military budget, now
running at over $80 million a day!
However, Joint Strike Fighters and
Air Warfare Destroyers are still on
the order books. Australian forces
are bogged down in Afghanistan
alongside their US and NATO allies.
That costs $1.7 billion a year. The
military presence in East Timor, the
Solomon Islands and the security
role in Iraq brings that up to about $2

billion a year. But it looks as though
this spending is safe.

Last week a number of major
announcements about health were
overshadowed by the news that smok-
ers will soon have to buy cigarettes
in even more gruesome packag-
ing. Health Minister Nicola Roxon
refused to douse speculation that she
is looking to cut $400 million from
the budget for medical research. It is
clear, despite the talk of hospital fund-
ing reform, that spending on health is
going to be slashed.

Part of the ALP’s promise to the
Greens in exchange for supporting
a Gillard government was that there
would be a nationwide, comprehen-
sive dental subsidy scheme. That
promise has been broken. It will
not be in the May budget. Roxon is
pressing ahead with measures to slow
the introduction of new drugs to the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme.
Awustralians will have to continue dig-
ging deep for dental care and deeper
for medicines.

For weeks Prime Minister Gillard
and Tony Abbott have been vying
in the media to see who can sound
the more Calvinist about the value
of work in the life of the individual.
This is the prelude to new measures to
get people off benefits. At times like
these we can expect some candour
about the actual scale of jobless-
ness in the country — not the cooked

unemployment figures that feature
in the media. Gillard said recently
that there are up to two million
working age Australians who “stand
outside the full-time labour force,
above and beyond those registered
as unemployed.”

About 800,000 of these are part-
time workers who need more hours
but can’t get them. Another 800,000
are said to be “discouraged workers”.
The suggestion is that even after wave
after wave of bureaucratic punish-
ments including Howard’s “mutual
obligation”, there are large numbers
of Australians simply choosing not
to work. According to the PM, there
are “many thousands of individuals
on the disability support pension who
may have some capacity to work.”
Abbott is leading the charge with
suggestions as to how these masses
of allegedly workshy Australians
could be whipped back into the labour
market. He is proposing:

» Mandatory work for the dole for
recipients under the age of 50

* Universal benefit quarantining for
“necessities”

« Suspending the dole for the under
30s in areas where there are
unskilled, unfilled jobs

» A new disability benefit for those
with “readily treatable” injuries
like bad backs.

The suggestions are dripping with
prejudice. The assumption is that if a

Pete’s Corner

(= MOoU ARE THUINKine
OF DROPPING A Bomg
SHelL « o BXR MAumum

EFFET ., ..

w

= AT Tl You 'RE |

o H
U

(ON TELEUISION

young person lives in an area with an
unfilled, unskilled job the only reason
he or she doesn’t have one of those
positions is because they have refused
to apply. He pictures large numbers
of people staying at home on a nig-
gardly disability pension long after
their minor back injury has healed.

The government has dismissed
some of the ideas, like universal
benefit quarantining, because they
would be too expensive to administer.
Abbott’s ambit-claiming policies give
Gillard the chance to move in and
punish the most impoverished sections
of the community while sounding
“reasonable”.

A mining super-profits tax with
teeth is not being considered. A

modest rise in corporate taxation is
not on the agenda, either. Like their
state government counterparts, the
federal government is angling to
slash public services and hound those
with disabilities and the victims of
economic downturn.

After years of claiming that
resource exports and good economic
management spared us the full impact
of the global economic crisis, Gillard
is sounding very much like the US
President, the British PM or the
heads of the various belt tightening
European countries. Sooner rather
than later, the workers of Australia
will have to respond in the same
manner their overseas counterparts are
at this moment — with struggle. &

Cluster bombs

bill needs

amendments

Australia is a signatory to the
international Cluster Munitions
Convention. It is one of 108 coun-
tries that rightly consider cluster
bombs as indiscriminate weapons
whose production and use should
be universally prohibited.

A cluster bomb consists of
hundreds of small bomblets that are
dispersed over a large area from
either the air or ground. About 30
percent of those do not explode on
impact and turn into de facto land-
mines. Some of them are designed
to look like toys and foodstuffs — in
Afghanistan, for instance they were
the same bright yellow colour as
food parcels and the children who
picked them up were either killed
or maimed.

It is estimated that about 98
percent of victims are civilians
and one third of those are children.
Cluster munitions have been used
for 50 years and they continue to
kill people long after a war is over.
In Laos, for instance, an estimated
50-70 million bomblets are still
killing people 35 years after they
were dropped. They are a legacy of
the US Vietnam war in which some
200-250 million cluster bombs were
dropped.

Following the release of a
Senate Committee report it is clear
that Australia is likely to ratify the
international convention.

However, it is essential that
the proposed Criminal Code
Amendment Bill (Cluster Munitions
Prohibition) which is currently
before the Senate should be
amended to take into account the
following concerns raised by more
than 35 organisations of the Cluster
Munitions Coalition.

* Close loopholes that permit
Australia to assist the US or other
countries which are not signato-
ries to the convention to use these
weapons;

* No cluster bombs stockpiles
on Australian soil;

* Retention of live cluster
bombs in Australia should be
banned;

* There is no prohibition on
indirect investment in cluster bomb
production:

* The bill is currently out of
line with international standards
and expectations. The Senate
should urgently amend the bill
and send it back to the House of
Representatives. The existing loop-
holes should be eliminated. &
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Memories of

the Domain

Ron Barrett

I was very pleased to read about
the Commemorative Plaque in
the Sydney Domain. | often feel
nostalgic for the Domain myself,
and have some very fond memories
of speaking there.

As one of the younger generation
of speakers, | never saw Stan Moran
in action, but | remember some other
comrades who have long since passed
on like Bill White and Adrian Lubbe.
| started speaking regularly in 1967.
At that time the Party had two stumps.
One started at 2pm and was usually
chaired by a comrade named Bernie
Rosen. The main meeting started at
3pm and usually featured leading
party functionaries or party trade
union officials like the late Ray Clarke
and Wal Buckley.

I remember the first time | spoke,
Bernie was anxious that | might lose
the crowd, but | held them on that
occasion and he was quite impressed.

I soon got used to being called
an “F.... Commo B....” and told to
go back to Russia. | began to speak
with more conviction and gained
more confidence. Speaking helped
me to develop both politically and
personally.

| suppose that period could be
called the good old days before the
tragedy that befell the old CPA. But
we battled on when the SPA was
formed with one stump chaired by
Adrian Lubbe.

I remember some of the regular
hecklers like Fat George who got very
annoyed when | called him “Slim”.
| also remember putting on a very
dignified voice and saying “Yes |

have been to Russia” when someone
yelled asking if 1’d been. But it wasn’t
all heckling. I’m sure we managed to
influence many genuine people.

Gradually crowds started to
diminish, especially after cinemas
began to open on Sundays. The
Sydney District Committee decided
to close the stump in the early 1980s.

It occurs to me that there is a little
known aspect of dialectics that allows
for a process of reaching back, to take
something positive from the past and
adapting to the present.

I wonder if this could be applied
to the Domain. I’'m a bit past mount-
ing the stump myself now, but I won-
der if some of our younger comrades
could consider revamping it, so that
the Communist Party has a presence
down the Dom once more. &

Qantas:
“Immoral

The Transport Workers Union
(TWU) has labelled the training
by Qantas of overseas “strike
breakers” as immoral and un-
Australian, comparing it to the
Patrick’s waterfront dispute of
1998 when workers were trained
in the Middle East.

TWU national secretary, Tony
Sheldon, has called on Qantas to
come clean on the extent of its
overseas training operations after
chief executive Alan Joyce admit-
ted to the practice on media reports
week.

“Qantas has said they forecast
a seven percent increase in inter-
national capacity and eight percent
in domestic — they have the capac-
ity to pay their workforce a decent
wage,” Mr Sheldon said

“The Royal Bank of Scotland
has said they are the best-placed
airline in the world when it comes
to fuel prices, and Qantas them-
selves are predicting a massive
profit this year.

“Yet management is driven by
the ideology that the workforce
is a disposable commodity rather
than an asset and that needs to be
addressed.”

and un-Australian™

He said Qantas needed to come
clean on who they are training, who
is doing the training and why it
has to be done in secret in another
country? Why are they hiding it
around the other side of the world?,
he asked

“This is not a contingency plan
for industrial action — it can only be
read as Qantas making a deliber-
ate attack on its workforce and it
should be exposed for what it truly
is,” Mr Sheldon said.

Meanwhile, the TWU has
called for a complete upgrade of all
security across Qantas operations
after yet another security breach at
a busy capital city terminal.

Melbourne’s Tullamarine
Qantas terminal was evacuated after
a man entered a secure area and
was lost by security on CCTV.

“This incident at Melbourne air-
port has been a long time coming,”
said Mr Seldon. Staff from around
the country held safety meetings in
March 2009, after a man was killed
at a Qantas terminal in Sydney dur-
ing a wild bikie brawl.

They called on Qantas to
improve security at the terminals,
and stop outsourcing work to

contractors who are untrained and
unscreened. Now Qantas is suing
the union and the workforce over
those meetings.

“Here we are two years and two
weeks later and we have another
nightmare in the terminal — when is
management going to get off their
backsides and fix this situation?”
Mr Sheldon asked.

He said the union was con-
cerned at reports Qantas has
changed contractors at the terminal
recently, leaving staff unprepared
for the event.

In other sections of the Qantas
group, this outsourcing of work has
led to lower wages, higher turnover
of staff, poor training, no security
checks and a loss of corporate
knowledge every time someone
leaves for better wages and condi-
tions.

“This is not an industrial issue, this
is a safety issue. Qantas will again
claim we are attacking the brand,
but nothing damages the brand
more than poor security and poor
service — we are not seeing these
failures constantly happening else-
where,” Mr Sheldon said. &

May Day Guessing Competition 2011

Tickets $1 or $10 for a book of 12

e 1st prize: Ricoh CX4 Digital Camera valued at $450

e 2nd prize: T-Shirts and Books from the CPA Bookstore value $100

To be drawn at the Sydney District May Day function on April 30.
Ticket stubs must be returned by Thursday April 28 to:

Guessing Competition,
c/o 74 Buckingham St,
Surry Hills NSW 2010

More tickets are available.

Contact Denis at cpa@cpa.org.au, or 0418 290 663

May Day
The International Day

for celebrating
Workers’ Rights.

Adelaide

Saturday April 30
Assemble 10:00am Victoria Square, March to Torres Parade Ground.
Family picnic from 11:00am with kids’ entertainment, sausage sizzle and community stalls.
Speakers include author and commentator Humphrey McQueen

Brisbane

Sunday May 1
May Day Concert
6:00pm - 9:00pm ETU Hall 41 Peel St South Brisbane
Aboriginal Choir, Trade Union Choir, Jumping Fences, food & bar.

Fremantle

Sunday May 1
Esplanade Reserve 12 noon
Entertainment, performances, food and activities for the whole family
12:00pm SHARP for March
1:00pm - 4.30pm - Free Live Entertainment and Performances, Food, Rides and Activities for
Everyone!

What is May Day you may ask? Australia's May Day activities officially began in 1890,
although some workers had achieved the eight-hour day as early as 1856. As more and more
workers won the reduction in hours by solidarity and industrial action, the day was proclaimed
as a holiday in all the states and became known as Labour Day. Since 1952 it has been one of

Fremantle's most colourful demonstrations of working class solidarity.
May Day Coordinator: Nicole Corbett (UnionsWA) 0421 751 404 / 08 6313 6000
ncorbett@unionswa.com.au  www.unionswa.com.au

Melbourne

Thursday April 28
Wreath Laying Ceremony — 5:00pm at the 8-Hour Memorial

Thursday April 28
Multicultural Evening & Entertainment
Details to be announced
Celebrate May Day

Sunday May 1
May Day March — assemble 1:00pm
Further details to be announced

Sunday May 1
May Day Concert — after the March
Details to be announced

Sydney

Thursday April 28
Celebrate May Day toast and dinner
6:30pm — Cyprus Community Club 58-76 Stanmore Road Stanmore
Tickets $35 — 3 course meal and drinks
MC: Charmaine O’Sheades, NSWTF, Mover: Mark Lennon, Unions NSW
Guest Speakers: Fiona Byrne, NSW Greens; Ezekiel Morales Cuba
Live Band
02 9265 8438 mayday@sydney.net

Saturday April 30
Celebrate May Day — 6.30 pm - AMWU Auditorium
corner of Good St & Parramatta Rd, Granville, (5 minutes from Granville Railway Station).
Meal and Entertainment provided. $20 inclusive.

With Cristian Cuevas (president of the confederation of Copper Workers, Chile
and CC member of Communist Party of Chile). Ezekiel Morales (Cuban Representative to

National consultation of Cuban friendship groups in Australia & Literacy Expert).

Organised by Sydney District Committee.

Sunday May 1
Assemble Hyde Park 12 noon for march to First Fleet Park, Circular Quay.
Speakers: Paul McAleer — MUA Sydney, Joan Lemaire - NSWTF,
Mal Tulloch — CFMEU, Cristian Cuevas — Chilean Copper Workers
0421193140 mayday@sydney.net

Wollongong

Friday May 6
May Day Toast 6:30pm for 7:00pm Hellenic Club, Princes Highway Figtree
$20/$25 - Greek Buffet

Saturday May 7
May Day March: Assemble 9:30 for 10:00am Lowden Square
Speakers - TBA

Saturday May 28
May Day Party/Dinner: This year marks 100 years of May Day celebrations in Wollongong. To
celebrate this we are organising a party/dinner.
Portafinos, Kenny Street Wollongong
Tickets are $50 which includes a 3 course meal, free wine, champagne, juice or fizzy drink,
tea, coffee and a gelato Bar. The Dave Reglar Quartet will be playing on the night and there

will be a photo exhibition of May Days in Wollongong.
For more info contact Leanne: 0425 201 828 redallover1l_@hotmail.com
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Mental health
a burning issue

Peter Mac

In 2009, after years of neglect by
successive Australian governments,
federal parliament passed legisla-
tion to improve access for mental
health care, and last year agreed
on measures to improve funding
to do this.

Those initiatives were welcome.
Now a new report has revealed that
much greater effort and funding
are needed to address the problem
adequately, especially for people on
low incomes and/or in remote areas.

The report found that the 2009
Medicare-financed Easier Access
scheme has certainly increased access
to mental health services. However, in
2009 low income earners accounted
for only $54 million, or 18.5 per-
cent, of the total amount paid out by
Medicare for mental health services.
Top income earners, on the other
hand, accounted for $146 million,
or 50 percent. It has been estimated
that more than half of all Australians
suffering disorders like anxiety and
depression are still going without
treatment.

The disparity largely arises
because Medicare only pays a portion
of the fees for psychological services,
and the offices of most psychologists
are located within the inner areas of
the capital cities. The very poor, many
of whom are young people, are the
least able to afford to pay for these
services, and many of them are small
farmers and Indigenous Australians in
remote communities. Even within the
cities mentally ill people predominate
among the homeless and many end up
in prisons, “the new asylums”.

Anguish on the land
Professor Patrick McGorry,
professor of Youth Mental Health
at Melbourne University and 2010
Australian of the Year, recently

described the critical situation facing
three different groups of people liv-
ing in rural and remote areas. Firstly,
regarding farming communities he
notes:

“Imagine living through years of
drought, accumulating heavy financial
burdens and living on the edge of
ruin and depression, only to watch
your crops destroyed not just by one
flood but by another. Such a double
whammy is known as ‘second injury’
in the mental health trade and can
produce catastrophic effects in people
who have until then been highly
resilient. ... In mental health terms,
disasters such as the Queensland and
Victoria floods produce a vast pulse
of stress, trauma and loss — the three
most potent environmental triggers for
mental ill health — on a large group
of people at the same time.

“... Most people ... will recover
with emotional and practical help
from family, friends and the com-
munity ... but a minority of people
exposed to the floods is likely to
develop mixtures of depression,
anxiety, post-traumatic stress and
substance use disorders. Pre-existing
mental ill-health, severe exposure
to trauma and loss and the lack of
social support increase the risks. ...
Financial stress is a potent cause
of depression and suicide in rural
Queensland — as it is throughout
Australia.”

Secondly, regarding Aboriginal
communities he observes: “The
cultural fragmentation and essential
inequality in Indigenous communities,
still poorly understood and recognised
in mainstream Australia, is another
form of chronic stress punctuated
by frequent acute episodes of abuse,
trauma and loss that is almost unen-
durable and diffusely crushing in its
effects”.

Tragically, this has been dem-
onstrated with brutal force in the

Stand up to

A benefit
concert for
organic
farmer Steve
Marsh

>

”

% "":“ S Y

NMonsanto!

Saturday 16" April

stevemarshbenefitfund.com.au Tickets $28.50 in advance from flybynight.org or $30 on the door

Kimberley, where seven young
people have committed suicide since
last month. In 2008, an inquest into
the deaths of 21 Aboriginal people
severely criticised a lack of leadership
in Indigenous affairs and “seriously
flawed” health and education services
in remote regions.

Wes Morris, coordinator of the
Kimberley Aboriginal Law and
Cultural Centre, wants funding for
special programs to take at-risk
Aboriginal youths into bush expedi-
tions to learn their culture and change
the course of their lives. But he’s up
against it. He has been calling for
alcohol restrictions across the region
for two years. Three years down the
track the recommendations arising
from the 2008 inquest have still not
been implemented. In the Kimberley,
the under-funded federal Department
of Indigenous Affairs is known as the
“Department of Invisible Affairs”.

Professor McGorry also dis-
cusses the mental health problems
facing asylum seekers, particularly
those who arrive by boat, most of
whom are detained in remote areas.
He states:

“...genuine refugees to Australia’s
shores ... are often survivors of per-
sonal and communal disasters, who
carry the heavy burden of the trauma
and loss that has driven them across
the world out of desperation. Many of
them have been detained indefinitely
within immigration detention centres.

“The result of these relent-
less experiences is powerlessness,
helplessness and desperate and self-
destructive behaviour. ... The experi-
ences preceding and surrounding the
forced migration of asylum seekers
explain why the response of the host
society is so critical if recovery is to
occur. ...

“Providing mental health care
to such people without relieving the
continuing unremitting causes of
their distress is like trying to treat an
epidemic of malaria in a swamp. They
cannot recover without the security
of a safe and stable environment.
Indefinite detention and temporary
protection visas represent a different
version of second injury.”

Help can’t come
too soon

The report on the Better Access
program has revealed a huge shortfall
in previous government measures to
provide mental health services. The
Prime Minister, Julia Gillard, has
promised to boost funding for mental
health services, but has refused to
confirm whether this will occur in
the coming federal budget.

As shown by the government’s
report, whose statistics are already
two years old, it can’t come too
soon. Professor lan Hickie, an
outspoken member of the federal
advisory group on mental health,
commented bluntly: “The program
currently misses the target, yet this
is the most expensive program ever
rolled out, and it is going to chew up
money that should be spent where it
is most needed”.

The evidence clearly indicates
that the extent of the mental health
problems facing the nation has been
gravely underestimated, and action to
deal with it has been slow and grossly
inadequate. Mental health services
will need to be provided at low cost,
preferably free, and as Professor
Hickie says, funding should definitely
be spent where it’s most needed. &

The Aldi supermarket chain’s plans to sell alcohol in its NSW
stores are of concern to the Health Department, Aboriginal
Land Council, community leaders and doctors. Low prices
for alcohol have a tendency to lead to its overuse and abuse.
There are 14,440 liquor licences across NSW to cater for the
population of 6.5 million. Aldi has 102 stores in NSW and if
its application to sell liquor is approved it would mean addi-
tional outlets for cheap alcohol. Alcohol-related violence and
alcohol-related health problems are well known. Emergency
departments in public hospitals are hardly coping with an
increase of patients every weekend as a result of overindul-
gence. To create more outlets is to create more problems.

It seemed like a good idea at the time but ... Australia’s big-
gest desalination plant in Victoria is in trouble — it is 6-12 months
behind schedule, over budget with the builder facing possible
steep financial penalties for not finishing the project on time. The
contract stipulated that the plant was to produce desalinated
water by December. It is clear now that the key deadlines can-
not be meet. The massive project to drought-proof Melbourne
has experienced all sorts of trouble — rain, wind, and envi-
ronmental problems. After a decade of drought, the signing
of the desal contract in 2009 coincided with higher than aver-
age rainfall. The plant is situated on a coastal floodplain and
the above-average rainfall turned the site into a quagmire. In
many ancient cultures people used to perform rain dances
of various kinds. Evidently nowadays all you have to do is to
sign a contract for a desalination plant and rains will follow ...

Mikhail Gorbachev turned 80 in March. There was a birthday
party in Moscow but the gala performance was somewhere
else — a VIP area of London’s Albert Hall was the place where
at a cost of 3 million pounds Mikhail Gorbachev was feted as
“The Man Who Changed the World”. The Nobel Prize win-
ner and the man who was instrumental in destroying the Soviet
Union seemed to be feeling at home — unlike in Russia where
his popularity among the ungrateful citizens is about one per-
cent and where he is remembered as a traitor to his people
and to his country. Margaret Thatcher said when she first met
Gorbachev, “He is a man we can do business with”. She was
certainly right. They could and did do business with Gorbachev
and unfortunately millions of Soviet people had to pay for that.
You won'’t hear them singing “Happy birthday dear Gorbachev”.
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You might be a Marxist if ...

You believe: From each according to their abilities,
to each according to their needs

David S Pena

Most people, even capitalists, believe in a
fair distribution of wealth, but you have
probably noticed that capitalists and
workers understand fairness in different
and often contradictory ways. This is not
surprising to Marxists because they use
class analysis as their basic method for
understanding society. On the basis of
that method Marxists recognise that what
people mean by fairness has a lot to do
with their class position in society and the
degree to which they are influenced by the
class-based theories, intellectual fashions,
and prejudices that dominate the societies
in which they live.

For example, slave owners in societies with
slavery-based economies often try to justify
the status quo by claiming that slave labour-
ers are incapable of personal autonomy and
self-government and therefore slavery is fair
and beneficial both to slaves and society as a
whole. Likewise, capitalists promote ideas about
the absolute necessity of private property, the
profit motive, and wage labour for building a
modern civilisation, ideas which in their minds
justify the existence of the capitalist class,
capitalist domination of the working class, and
a lopsided distribution of wealth that creates a
fabulously rich minority and an impoverished
working-class majority.

What do Marxists mean by a fair distribu-
tion of wealth? In a letter written by Karl Marx
in 1875, a letter that is known today as the
Critique of the Gotha Program, he formulated
a famous principle about how wealth would be
produced and distributed in the highest phase of
communist society. That principle is:

From each according to his ability, to each
according to his needs.

The first part of the principle — from each
according to their ability — means that all mem-
bers of society will have the right and the actual
opportunity to develop their talents and abilities
to the utmost and to use their talents to produce
goods and services for the benefit of society.

In other words, everyone will have an edu-
cation that allows them to realise their highest
potential and a job in which they will have the
opportunity to give their best efforts back to
society. There will be no uneducated or poorly
educated people, no unemployment, and no one
will be forced by economic necessity to work
in fields unsuited to their abilities. The second
part of the principle — to each according to their
needs — explains what citizens will receive from
society in return for their labour, and that will
be nothing less than complete satisfaction of
their material and cultural needs.

Marx also said something very interesting
about the implications of a fair distribution of
wealth in a communist society. He said that
the principle “to each according to their needs”
actually entails that under communism any
given individual will have the right to receive
a quantity of goods and services that is unequal
rather than equal to the quantity received by
others. This will sound counter-intuitive, or
even wrong, to many readers, because most
of us have been taught to believe that equal
rights are the highest form of fairness, but Marx
shows that this is not the case with regard to
the distribution of wealth.

Here’s why: Imagine two women living in a
communist society. One woman is a bus driver
with five children and the other is a bus driver
with one child. Let’s ask ourselves a question:
According to the principle “to each according
to their needs” which woman should have
the right to receive more goods and services
(food, housing, clothing, medical and childcare
services, etc.) in compensation for her labour?

You might be tempted to answer that
both women should receive the same quantity
because both are bus drivers, and it’s only fair
that everyone be treated equally. That would

be the correct answer if this society was being
run on the principle “to each according to their
work”, which would mean that all bus drivers
would receive the same pay. But that is not
what Marx had in mind for the highest stage
of communism.

The problem is that if each woman were
treated equally, the driver with one child would
receive more relative to her needs than the
driver with five children — the former would
be objectively richer and the latter poorer. This
shows that an equal distribution of wealth can
actually result in a highly undesirable kind of
inequality — a division between rich and poor.
This happens because principles such as “to
each according to their work” or “equal pay
for equal work” fail to take individual needs
into account.

The communist principle “to each accord-
ing to their needs” overcomes this defect by
treating individuals differently, but in a positive
way that considers and meets their differing
needs, rather than a negative way that ignores
individual needs. Under communism the unique
needs of every individual would be respected.
Thus the correct answer is that the woman with
five children should receive more because her
needs are greater.

This should put to rest the common miscon-
ception that communism means everyone will
be treated exactly the same, as in the oppres-
sive uniformity of the anthill or the barracks.
Communism actually means the opposite: out
of respect for the individual, everyone will be
treated differently, but in a way that satisfies the
individual’s needs. This does not mean that com-
munism has no place for equality. Communism
has the deepest respect for equality, but it must
be equality of the right kind. The right to an
unequal share in the consumption of goods
and services actually results in a higher form of
equality — all people will be equal in the sense
that the needs of all will be met.

The communist principle holds true even if
we compare our bus driver with her five children
to a neurosurgeon with two children. Shouldn’t
a neurosurgeon be entitled to more than a mere
bus driver? Not at all, since the prejudice against
“lower” forms of labour is one that communist
society will have overcome. Under communism
it won’t matter what kind of work you do. What
will matter is that you contribute to the best of
your ability.

In return, society will meet your needs.
If the needs of an individual who happens
to be a bus driver are greater than those of a
neurosurgeon, then the bus driver will receive
more. But the needs of both will be completely
and ungrudgingly fulfilled. Who would have a
problem with that except for people who want
more than they need? And there’s a name for
that condition; it’s called greed.

There’s something else we must keep in
mind in order to understand the Critique of the
Gotha Program correctly. Marx did not believe
that society could advance directly from the
overthrow of capitalism to the highest stage
of communism. In the following quotation, he
outlines the conditions that must be met before
that stage can be achieved.

“In a higher phase of communist society,
after the enslaving subordination of the indi-
vidual to the division of labour ... has vanished
... after the productive forces have also increased
with the all-round development of the individual,
and all the springs of cooperative wealth flow
more abundantly — only then can the narrow
horizon of bourgeois right be crossed in its
entirety and society inscribe on its banner: From
each according to his ability, to each according
to his needs!”

Marx held that between capitalism and the
higher phase of communism, there was a tran-
sitional or lower phase of communism “which
is still stamped with the birth marks of the old
[capitalist] society from which it emerges.” In
this phase, society has to work hard to develop

Karl Heinrich Marx (5 May 1818 - 14 March 1883).

the economic, intellectual, and cultural forces
necessary to make the transition to the higher
phase of communism. Society in this lower
phase will be classless in the sense that there
will be no private property in the means of
production, no class division between capitalists
and workers, and no capitalists to steal surplus
value from workers.

But due to the relatively underdeveloped
state of the productive forces and the corre-
sponding limits on productive capacity, distribu-
tion will be made according to work performed
rather than according to need. There will also
be a division of labour in which more highly
skilled workers like neurosurgeons receive more
than lower skilled workers such as bus drivers.
And there will be deductions from workers’
individual right to consume in order to cover
depreciation on existing means of production,
maintain funds for developing new means of
production, and to provide various forms of
social insurance.

Despite all its advances over capitalism,
compensation according to work rather than
need will foster divisions between those who
receive more than they need and those who
receive less. This limitation cannot be overcome
until society has ripened to such an advanced
stage of material prosperity as well as moral
and intellectual enlightenment that it is ready
to bloom into full communism.

The lower phase of communism sounds
backward and uninspiring compared to the
higher phase, but we must not forget that the
lower phase will have many positive character-
istics. There will be a working-class government
that labours constantly to develop the productive
forces, improve living standards, and defend

society’s gains from capitalist restoration. The
means of production will be owned in common,
and workers will be paid for the real value of
the work they do. There will be equal pay for
equal work, and no capitalists to steal social
wealth from workers. Any deductions from the
pool of social wealth will be returned to the
workers in the form of social services like health
care, education, and recreational and cultural
facilities. Although inferior to the principle “to
each according to their needs”, the lower stage
principle “to each according to their work” is far
superior to the capitalist principle of “fairness”,
the real content of which is:

From each according to the capitalists’
needs, to each according to the capitalists’ greed.

And if there is any doubt that capitalism
has failed miserably at meeting human needs,
let’s take a moment to consider to the state of
humankind in this capitalist world. Out of a
world population of about 6.9 billion, there
are currently 2.6 billion people who must try to
live on less than $2 per day; the average adult
has only about six years of formal schooling;
at least 621 million are unemployed; and about
925 million people suffer from hunger. Is this a
world that is developing people’s abilities and
meeting human needs?

We can do better. You might be a Marxist if
you seek a world in which the principle “From
each according to the capitalist’s need, to each
according to the capitalist’s greed” has been
abolished, “From each according to their abili-
ties, to each according to their work™ is what we
are fighting for, and “From each according to
their abilities, to each according to their needs”
is our inspiration and ultimate destination.
Political Affairs &
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David Cameron’s gift
of war and racism,
to them and us

John Pilger

The Euro-American attack on
Libya has nothing to do with pro-
tecting anyone; only the terminally
naive believe such nonsense. It is
the West’s response to popular
uprisings in strategic, resource-rich
regions of the world and the begin-
ning of a war of attrition against
the new imperial rival, China.

President Barack Obama’s histori-
cal distinction is now guaranteed. He
is America’s first black president to
invade Africa. His assault on Libya
is run by the US Africa Command,
which was set up in 2007 to secure the
continent’s lucrative natural resources
from Africa’s impoverished people
and the rapidly spreading commercial
influence of China.

Libya, along with Angola and
Nigeria, is China’s principal source of
oil. As American, British and French
planes currently incinerate both “bad”
and “good” Libyans, the evacuation
of 30,000 Chinese workers is under
way, perhaps permanently. Statements
by western officials and media that
a “deranged and criminal Colonel
Gaddafi” is planning “genocide”
against his own people still await evi-
dence. This is reminiscent of fraudulent
claims that required “humanitarian
intervention” in Kosovo, the final
dismemberment of Yugoslavia and
the establishment of the biggest US
military base in Europe.

The detail is also familiar. The
Libyan “pro-democracy rebels” are
reportedly commanded by Colonel
Khalifa Haftar who, according
to a study by the US Jamestown
Foundation, set up the Libyan
National Army in 1988 “with strong
backing from the Central Intelligence
Agency”.

For the past 20 years, Colonel
Haftar has been living not far from
Langley, Virginia, home of the CIA,
which also provides him with a train-
ing camp. The Mujihadeen, which
produced al-Qaida, and the Iraqi
National Congress, which scripted
the Bush/Blair lies about Irag, were
sponsored in the same time-honoured
way, in leafy Langley.

Libya’s other “rebel” leaders
include Mustafa Abdul Jalil, Gaddafi’s
justice minister until February, and
General Abdel-Fattah Younes, who
ran Gaddafi’s interior ministry: both
with formidable reputations for sav-
agely putting down dissent. There is
a civil and tribal war in Libya, which
includes popular outrage against
Gaddafi’s human rights record.

However, it is Libya’s indepen-
dence, not the nature of its regime,
that is intolerable to the west in a
region of vassals; and this hostility
has barely changed in the 42 years
since Gaddafi overthrew the feudal
king Idris, one of the more odious
tyrants backed by the west. With his
Bedouin hyperbole and bizarre ways,
Gaddafi has long made an ideal “mad
dog” (Daily Mirror), now requiring
heroic US, French and British pilots
to bomb urban areas in Tripoli,
including a maternity hospital and a
cardiac centre. The last US bombing
in 1986 managed to kill his adopted
daughter.

What the US, British and French
hope to achieve is the opposite of a
people’s liberation. In undermining
efforts by Libya’s genuine democrats
and nationalists to free their country
from both a dictator and those cor-
rupted by foreign demands, the sound
and fury from Washington, London
and Paris has succeeded in dimming
the memory of January’s days of hope
in Tunis and Cairo and distracted
many, who had taken heart, from the
task of ensuring that their gains are
not stolen quietly.

On March 23, the US-backed
Egyptian military issued a decree
barring all strikes and protests. This
was barely reported in the west. With
Gaddafi now the accredited demon,
Israel, the real canker, can continue its
wholesale land theft and expulsions.
Facebook has come under Zionist
pressure to remove a page calling for
a full scale Palestinian uprising — a
“Third Intifada” — on May 15.

None of this should surprise.
History suggests nothing less than
the kind of machinations revealed by
two senior diplomats at the United
Nations, who spoke to the Asia Times.

Demanding to know why the UN
never ordered a fact-finding mission
to Libya instead of an attack, they
were told that a deal had been done
between the White House and Saudi
Arabia. A US “coalition” would “take
out” the recalcitrant Gaddafi if the
Saudis put down the popular upris-
ing in Bahrain. The latter has been
accomplished, and the bloodied King
of Bahrain will be a guest at the Royal
Wedding in London.

The embodiment of this reaction
is Prime Minister David Cameron,
whose only real job has been as PR
man to the television industry’s asset
stripper, Michael Green. Cameron was
in the Gulf selling arms to the British-
invented tyrannies when people rose
up against Yemen’s Abdullah Saleh;
on March 18, Saleh’s regime mur-
dered 52 demonstrators. Cameron
said nothing of value.

Yemen is “one of ours”, as the
British Foreign Office likes to say. In
February, Cameron revealed himself
in an attack on what he called “state
multiculturalism” — the code for
Muslims. He said, “We need a lot
less of the past tolerance of recent
years.” He was applauded by Marine
Le Pen, leader of France’s fascist
National Front. “It is exactly this
kind of statement that has barred us
from public life for 30 years,” she
told the Financial Times. “I can only
congratulate him.”

At its most rapacious, the British
empire produced David Camerons
in job lots. Unlike many of the
Victorian “civilisers”, today’s sed-
entary Westminster warriors - throw
in William Hague, Liam Fox and
the treacherous Nick Clegg — have
never been touched by the suffering
and bloodshed which, at a remove
in culture and distance, are the con-
sequences of their utterances and
actions. With their faintly trivial,
always contemptuous air, they are
cowards abroad, as they are at home.
War and racism and the destruction of
Britain’s hard-won social democracy
are their gift. Remember that when
you next take to the streets in your
hundreds of thousands, as you must.
Information Clearing House &

rees for Life

To combat climate change,
stop clearing native forests and plant more trees.

~ To combat soil erosion,
stop clearing native forests and plant more trees.

To combat flooding,
stop the clearing of native forests and plant more trees.

To combat salinity,
stop clearing native forests and plant more trees.

To combat damaging winds,
stop the clearing of native forests and plant more trees.

To improve air quality,
stop the clearing of native forests and plant more trees.

To filter and purify water,
stop the clearing of native forests and plant more trees.

To preserve habitat,
stop the clearing of native forests and plant more trees.

To protect wildlife,
stop the clearing of native forests and plant more trees.

To provide shade and shelter,
stop the clearing of native forests and plant more trees.

To cool the earth and lessen draughts and fires,
stop the clearing of native forests and plant more trees.

Trees generate oxygen, filter and clean the air we breathe.

We could not exist without trees; they are essential to life on earth.

Steven Katsineris




8 International

The Guardian
April 13 2011

Mexico:

Anti-union labour law “reform?”

Emile Schepers

The two right-wing parties in
the Mexican congress have come
together to promote a labour law
“reform” that unions see as an
effort to crush organised labour.
Protests are being planned at the
national and international level.

The right-wing government of
President Felipe Calderon of the
National Action Party has long
been attempting to pass legislation
to improve Mexico’s “competitive-
ness” by “flexibilising” labour laws.
On March 10, the Revolutionary
Institutional Party, which ruled
Mexico for 70 years before being
ousted by National Action’s Vicente
Fox in 2000, introduced essentially
the same legislation.

The plan is to present the finished
bill on April 18, right at the end of
the current legislative session, and
ram it through using the combined
force of 388 PAN and PRI members
of the lower house, the Chamber of
Depulties, against the 87 votes of the
left opposition: the Revolutionary
Democratic, Labor and Convergence
parties.

Institutional Revolutionary’s
bill is also opposed by independent
unions. Among other things, it
restricts back payments to workers
who have been unjustly fired to a year,
though the resolution of such disputes
may go on for four years or more.

In addition, it would make it
much easier for companies to use
small enterprises as fronts for massive
“outsourcing” scams. It would permit
management to do end runs around
unions and negotiate different wages
and working conditions from those in
the collective bargaining contract with
individual workers. It would legalise
the existing practice of temporary and
short-term labour contracts. It would
take control of hours and shifts away
from the collective bargaining process
and make it a prerogative of manage-
ment only. It would virtually abolish
the minimum wage.

Another clause would severely
restrict the rights of unions based in
a single enterprise to affiliate with
national labour organisations beyond
their industry. The bill will make it

harder to get legal strikes recognised
as such.

A major feature of Mexican
labour practices, criticised by the
International Labor Organisation,
namely the right of the government to
more or less arbitrarily deny recogni-
tion of elected union officials, will
remain. This “toma de nota” preroga-
tive has been used by the Calderon
administration to attack independent
miners’ and electricians’ unions.

Since the presidency of General
Lazaro Cardenas del Rio (1934-1940),
Mexico has had enlightened labour
laws, on paper. For example, it is
supposed to be illegal in Mexico for
management to bring in scabs to a
struck union shop; in fact, the work-
ers are supposed to be in charge of
keeping the facilities shut. However,
in practice, the close alignments of
management, union leaders and the
government, in a relationship reminis-
cent of Mussolini’s “corporate state”,
has often meant that workers face
united opposition from the employer,
the government and the union when
they try to stand up for better wages
and working conditions. The new law
would encourage this.

The government seems deter-
mined to crush any independent,
non-"corporativist” unions. It has
been waging virtual war against the
independent Mine and Metal Workers’
Union, and against the Mexican
Electricians” Union for several years.

Methods used to crush indepen-
dent unions and unionisation efforts
include arbitrary refusal by the gov-
ernment to recognise results of union
elections, threats, false arrests and
use of police to take over unionised
facilities, as well as the employment
of violent thugs, with government
connivance.

So labour opposition to the pro-
posed law comes mostly from these
embattled unions and other indepen-
dent unions and federations, such as
the Telephone Workers’ Union, the
Authentic Federation of Workers and
the National Workers’ Union. They
are now getting international sup-
port, especially from the International
Metalworkers Federation, which is
circulating a petition internationally.
US unions, including the United

Bahrain:

Demand to end
TU represssion

In a letter to King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa of Bahrain, the
International Confederation
of Trade Unions (ITUC) has
demanded an immediate end to
the anti-union repression campaign
being waged by the authorities,
the reinstatement of some 1,300
workers who have been sacked by
various enterprises on the instruc-
tions of the government, and the
withdrawal of all legal actions
being undertaken against workers
who have participated in trade
union activities in the strife-torn
Gulf state in recent weeks.

“The Bahraini authorities seem
to be intent on destroying the
country’s trade union movement,
as a central part of a campaign of
revenge against those who took

part in peaceful demonstrations and
strike actions in protest at the kill-
ing and maiming of innocent people
by Bahrain’s security forces with
the support of foreign troops,” said
ITUC General Secretary Sharan
Burrow.

“The ITUC, our Global Unions
partners and national affiliates
across the world will be intensi-
fying our action to convince the
country’s rulers to stop repression
and start genuine dialogue with the
national trade union centre GFBTU.

“Bahrain’s economy is already
sliding badly, and if the government
continues this repression, it will be
responsible for even further damage
to the country’s economy and inter-
national reputation.” &

Electrical Workers and the United
Steelworkers, have denounced the
proposed new law.

The Revolutionary Democrats’
2006 presidential candidate, Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador, who accuses
the government of wanting to “cru-
cify” workers during Easter season,
has started a national campaign to
rally opposition to the labour law
“reform”, via the MORENA alliance
of the left wing of his party with the
two other left parties in congress, the
Labor and Convergence.

President Calderon is a fanati-
cal and reactionary free trader who
appears to believe that strong unions
are an obstacle to foreign investment
in Mexico, and intends to make a
maximum effort to get the legislation
passed. The legislative odds are heav-
ily weighted in his favour, so street
heat is being mobilised to stop him.
US workers, say the labour leaders,
need to rally to the support of their
Mexican brothers and sisters.
People’s World &

President Felipe Calderon of the National Action Party.

Ex-Mujahedeen help
lead Libyan opposition

Charles Levinson

Darna, Libya: Two former Afghan
Mujahedeen and a six-year
detainee at Guantanamo Bay have
stepped to the fore of this city’s
military campaign, training new
recruits for the front and to protect
the city from infiltrators loyal to
Muammar Gaddafi.

The presence of Islamists like
these amid the opposition has
raised concerns, among some fel-
low opposition members as well as
their Western allies, that the goal
of some Libyan fighters in battling
Gaddafi is to propagate Islamist
extremism.

Abdel Hakim al-Hasady, an
influential Islamic preacher and
high-school teacher who spent five
years at a training camp in eastern
Afghanistan, oversees the recruit-
ment, training and deployment of
about 300 fighters from Darna.

Mr Hasady’s field commander
on the front lines is Salah al-Barra-
ni, a former fighter from the Libyan
Islamic Fighting Group, or LIFG,
which was formed in the 1990s by
Libyan Mujahedeen returning home
after helping to drive the Soviets
from Afghanistan and dedicated to
ousting Mr Gaddafi from power.

Sufyan Ben Qumu, a Libyan
army veteran who worked for
Osama bin Laden’s holding compa-
ny in Sudan and later for an al-Qae-
da-linked charity in Afghanistan, is
training many of the city’s opposi-
tion recruits.

Both Messrs Hasady and Ben
Qumu were picked up by Pakistani
authorities after the US-led inva-
sion of Afghanistan in 2001 and
were turned over to the US. Hasady
was released to Libyan custody two
months later. Ben Qumu spent six
years at Guantanamo Bay before he
was turned over to Libyan custody
in 2007.

They were both released from
Libyan prisons in 2008 as part of

Abdel Hakim al-Hasady.

a reconciliation with Islamists in
Libya.

Islamist leaders and their con-
tingent of followers represent a
relatively small minority within the
rebel cause. They have served the
opposition’s leadership with little
friction because their discipline
and fighting experience is so badly
needed by the ragtag army.

Hasady’s discourse has become
dramatically more pro-American,
now that he stands in alliance with

the West in a battle against Gaddafi.

“Qur view is starting to change
of the US,” said Hasady. “If we
hated the Americans 100 percent,
today it is less than 50 percent.
They have started to redeem them-
selves for their past mistakes by
helping us to preserve the blood of
our children.”

Hasady also offered a reconsid-
eration of his past approach. “No

Islamist revolution has ever suc-
ceeded. Only when the whole popu-
lation was included did we succeed,
and that means a more inclusive
ideology.”

Ben Qumu and Barrani were
on the front lines and couldn’t be
reached for comment.

Some opposition leaders are
wary of their roles. “Many of
us were concerned about these
people’s backgrounds,” said Ashour
Abu Rashed, one of Darna’s rep-
resentatives on the provisional
government body, the Transitional
National Council.

For the US, the situation
recalls the problems that followed
America’s ill-fated alliance with the
Afghan Mujahedeen fighting the
Soviets in the 1980s. Many went on
to al-Qaeda and other violent radi-
cal Islamist groups.
Wwsj; &
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Organising the future!

A major drive to extend the
power and influence of Britain’s
Communications Workers” Union
(CWU) in workplaces where the
union is not currently recognised is
currently underway — spearheaded
by a special Organising Conference
which took place in Manchester
last week.

Around 50 activists from 15
distinct employment areas that are
currently being targeted by the CWU
took part in the two-day event which,
it was hoped, will consolidate con-
siderable gains that have been made
in local organising and recruitment
drives over recent months.

Amongst those present were
activists from Virgin Media,
Everything Everywhere, HeroTSC,
Manpower, Rias, Sky, Talk Talk,
Teletech, Cable & Wireless, Vodafone
and UK Mail.

In most of those companies the
CWU is not presently recognised

welcome by CWU general secretary
Billy Hayes.

Mr Hayes pointed out that, with
just a quarter of UK employees work-
ing for employers that recognise trade
unions, those in the unrecognised sec-
tor are in the vanguard of the wider
movement’s efforts to reverse decades
of membership decline.

“In many ways you are more in
tune with the world of work than
people in the recognised sector,” he
said. “You know what it’s like to be in
an environment where companies can
introduce sweeping changes without
employees having the safeguard of
union intervention to mediate and
challenge those proposals.

“In 1979 there were 12 million
people in Britain in trade union mem-
bership and there’s no reason we can’t
go back to that — but in order to get
there we need to learn from and value
your direct experience.”

Hayes stressed that there is “no

“In 1979 there were 12 million
people in Britain in trade union
membership and there’s no reason
We can’t go back to that.”

for collective bargaining purposes
— though in the ex-Telewest part of
Virgin Media and Manpower the
CWU already has long-established
recognition agreements covering
specific bargaining groups which the
union is currently striving to expand.

Also present were activists from
Adecco in Liverpool and BT Managed
Services Ltd where the union has
recently secured recognition. Those
reps provided encouragement and
advice to their unrecognised sector
counterparts, outlining the strategies
and recruitment advice that yielded
success in their own areas.

A packed schedule of events was
focussed on a series of workshops
facilitated by organisers from the
CWU’s national organising depart-
ment — but began with a rousing

ready-made template” about what it is
to be a trade union activist — but that
“certain traits” are virtually always
present. “If you’re active in a trade
union there’s a strong likelihood that
you’ll be active in something else —
you don’t just sort out problems at
work. Above all, it’s a sense of social
justice — the person on the bus who
gets up and says ‘I don’t like what’s
going on here’.

“I’m sure that everyone here
today has had the experience of hear-
ing others saying ‘someone should do
something about this or that” — and
then everyone turning round and
looking at you!

“We’re trying to tap into that spirt
—and we’re trying to create leaders.
Bad leaders create followers. We
don’t want you to be followers of the

CWU - we want you to be leaders,
because good leaders create more and
more leaders.

“We’ve got a difficult task ahead,
but we’re up for that at the CWU -
and above all we want you to extend
our coverage and encourage new
people to become trade unionists.”

Full coverage of the Conference
will appear in the next issue of CWU
Voice and on CWUTYV - but already
the event’s organisers are confident
the event has given a renewed impe-
tus to the union’s ongoing efforts to
recruit and organise throughout the
unrecognised telecommunications
and postal sectors.

National organising secretary,
John East, concluded: “This confer-
ence has brought together workplace
organisers from right across the com-
munications industries. Those present
have learnt from the experience of
each other and set up their own net-
work of activists to share ideas and
successes in building the CWU.

“The energy and enthusiasm of

Japanese Communists
mobilise for quake victims

Japanese Communist Party mem-
ber of the House of Representatives
Takahashi Chizuko has visited
disaster-hit lwate and Fukushima
prefectures to deliver 10 million
yen, worth more than US$120,000,
each in donations that the JCP
collected at various locations across
Japan.

Takahashi is leading the JCP
on-site taskforce to deal with what
is being called the Great East Japan
Disaster.

lwate Governor Tasso Takuya
expressed his appreciation and said,
“I’ll put the donations to good use
for emergency assistance and to
help rebuild disaster areas.”

Tasso also demanded that the
national government take drastic
measures to help and revitalise the
areas hit by the earthquake and
tsunami. Responding to the gover-
nor, Takahashi said that disaster-hit
areas lost their administrative func-
tions and that it is necessary for
the central government to provide
support for those areas beyond the
provisions of the existing relevant
laws.

Governor Tasso stated, “I hope
the energetic work of the JCP,
which has grassroots power in local
communities and a nationwide net-
work, will continue to assist us.”

On the previous day, Takahashi
also handed over 10 million yen
in donations to Miyagi Prefectural
Vice Governor Miura Shuichi.

Local JCP organisations and
members throughout the country
are holding fund-raising campaigns
for the disaster victims in the wake
of the devastating March 11 natural
earthquake and tsunami.

Donations collected by the JCP
will be sent to municipalities and
medical institutions in the disaster-
hit areas and used for JCP relief
activities.

The JCP is making efforts
to grasp the real on-the-ground
situation of the quake and tsunami
stricken areas and respond to disas-
ter victims’ demands through the
central and on-site taskforces that
the JCP immediately established
after the devastating disaster struck.

The JCP determines where to
send donations it collected based on

the degree of damage and informs
the public how it used the donations
through Akahata, the JCP’s news-
paper, and its website.

Local assembly members of the
Japanese Communist Party have
been involved in relief efforts in
disaster-hit areas since March 11
when the major earthquake and tsu-
nami occurred.

Minamisoma City in Fukushima
Prefecture was devastated by the
tsunami in the aftermath of the
earthquake. In most of the city,
residents are being told to stay
inside following the serious dam-
age incurred at the Fukushima No.1
Nuclear Power Plant.

Watanabe Kan’ichi, a JCP city
assembly member of Minamisoma,
found at one of the evacuation
centres in the city a resident who
is certified to drive trucks carrying
dangerous materials. With the certi-
fication, he can drive a tank truck to
transport gasoline from Koriyama
City, which is 90 kilometres away
from Minamisoma.

People’s World &

the participants is a fantastic inspi-
ration to all in the CWU. The CWU
organising department team will
continue to work with these activists
to help them to create strong group-
ings within each of their companies,
able to influence the management
practices in what can often be harsh
regimes at work.”

He went on to say: “The CWU
has set its sights on becoming the
union of choice for all communication
and financial services employees. This
conference has given further impetus
to that cause, as the activists present
committed themselves to expand the
union’s influence and to build tomor-
row together.” &

Waiting for
Samsung’s apology

Han Hye-kyeong, a 33-year-old
Samsung Electronics liquid crystal
display plant employee suffering
from a brain tumour, last week told
a news conference held at the Seoul
Central District Court, “Samsung
Electronics management should
apologise to the victims.”

Han worked soldering circuit
boards for six years and argued,
“We manufacturing workers also
have a right to know about how bad
the toxic materials are.”

Four victims of occupational
disease in Samsung Electronics
plants including Han filed an
administrative lawsuit against the
Korea Workers” Compensation &
Welfare Service (KComWel) as

KComWel rejected their request for
medical treatment due to industrial
accidents.

Banollim, a civic organisation
for semiconductor plant workers’
health and human rights, released
a report detailing the rate of occu-
pational disease for employees of
Samsung Electronics and Samsung
Electro-Mechanics. According to
the report, of the 120 workers who
notified the organisation of their
disease since November of 2007, 56
reported contracting cancer of the
blood forming system such as leu-
kemia. Brain tumour accounted for
eight, followed by aplastic anaemia
for six, breast cancer for five and
skin cancer four. &

Sydney

The Fight for Workers” Rights in Chile

The Construction Forestry
Mining Energy Union,
Amigos de Cuba and the
Pablo Neruda Cultural
Association are organising a
tour to Sydney of Cristian
Cuevas, President of the
Confederation of Copper
Workers in Chile.

Cristian is also a member of
the Executive of the CUT —

Confederation of Workers of Chile (equivalent of the ACTU) and a
member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Chile. He led the 2007 strike of sub-contract workers at Codelco.

Sunday April 24
Casa Latina, Hut 47,
142 Addison Road, Marrickville
12.30pm Concert and BBQ

3pm Forum, Workers' Rights and the Challenge
for the Left in Chile
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On freedom fighters
and rebels

Your brilliant “Hands off Libya”
article in The Guardian (23-03-
2011) highlights the difference
between a Marxist Leninist
approach to understanding issues
and the petty-bourgeoisie approach
such as the Socialist Alliance
present. For instance Lenin would
not endorse an uprising before
studying who and what this
uprising is whereas the Trotsky
organisations just assume such an
uprising is progressive without any
proof to justify this position. That
is the real differences here.

The Socialist Alliance position
is quite frightening because they
want the imperialists to “arm” these
“freedom fighters” (see their paper
issues 873 and 874) when they have
no information who they are other
than what the bourgeois press tells
them. As much as the SA like to think
they know what is best for Libyans
they also have no proof whether the
Libyan majority want the rebels armed
to Kkill Libyans.

What appears to be the reality is
that the rebels are a very small group
of people from the East, possibly only

one thousand fighting people, if that.
When they went on their first military
march to overtake West Libya and
Tripoli the Western capitalists were
hoping that they would enthuse
mass support but it never came. One
assumes because the average Libyan
would have concerns about Gaddafi
but would be asking, “what is this
alternative”?

As “Hands off Libya” points out,
a lot of the leadership of the “freedom
fighters” are not progressives at all
and when Libyans watch them on TV
shaking hands with the imperialists,
anyone with half a brain knows the
deal — you get rid of Gaddafi for us
by using your tomahawk missiles and
fighter planes to intimidate the civil-
ians of West Libya into submission
and kill the Libyan military in front
of our road to victory (all under the
guise of no-fly zones) and when we
come to power we will privatise the
oil so you imperialists can take most
of the profit.

That the petty-bourgeoisie
“socialists” wish to dictate control of
what happens in Libya by arming a
questionable minority group is another
dictatorship we should be opposed to.

Interestingly the imperialist press
stopped calling this a “peoples revolu-
tion” and “freedom fighters” once they
realised there was no mass uprising
in Libya and instead started to call
them “rebels”. One assumes this is a
term that means the imperialists can
distance themselves from them at any
stage because the connotations of a
“rebel” can be that they are the baddy
and it might be good tactics to try and
not upset (any more than they have)
the Arab and African world by being
associated with a possible failed coup.

H Patterson
Vic

The importance
of heritage

I’m an Aboriginal Australian
and | am deeply offended by
Melbourne’s Herald Sun journalist,
Andrew Bolt’s recurring racial
hobby horse, and abhorred by his
personal attacks on my Indigenous
colleagues.

I’m fair-skinned but 1I’m not
white. I have about the same colour-
ing as Greek or Italian people. |
identify with the Kamilaroi Aboriginal
people as one of the First Nations of
Australia, not with a nation of people
who have the same colour skin as
me. If skin colour was the criteria, |
would identify as a Greek or Italian
Australian.

I am acknowledged as Kamilaroi
by my peers and fellow Kamilaroi
people who can verify my Kamilaroi
father and mother and many genera-
tions of my Kamilaroi family before
them. | was asked for this official veri-
fication by a government department
when applying for an arts grant. | was
raised as an Aboriginal Australian in
a family who had lost our Kamilaroi
language and culture as a direct cause
of British invasion.

I also identify as an Australian
and have been accepted into that
community as is my birthright under
British law. | was born in Redfern,
Australia — both my parents where
born in Coonabarabran, Australia.

With a surname of McLaren,
I do not identify as Scottish, even
though several generations ago a
Leslie male on my mother’s side and
a McLaren male on my father’s side
were accepted into our Kamilaroi
community and married into our clan
and lived in our community.

I do however acknowledge a

heritage connection with my Scottish
ancestors. I’ve visited my great,
great grandfather’s ancestral lands at
Balquiddher in Scotland, a beautiful
valley that the McLaren clan defended
as their own for a thousand years.
My family are mentioned in the 1086
publication of the Doomesday Book,
the first British census that was com-
missioned by William the Conqueror.
Identity is a complex issue but
identification by skin colour never
enters into the equation in intelligent
debate.
Philip McLaren
Byron Bay

Judge for yourself

Muammar Gaddafi has been
an eyesore for the West for his
“Libyan socialism”. He distributed
the “oil rent” more or less equally
among the people, thus “undermin-
ing the foundations of capitalist
economy”.

It turns out that with a compara-
tively honest distribution of that oil
rent one might achieve remarkable
results.

Judge for yourself.

Official sources state that every
Libyan family gets about US$1,000 in
subsidies every year. Unemployment
benefit is US$750 per month; a nurse
earns between US$700-1,000 per
month. That’s the reason Ukrainian
doctors and nurses have come to
Libya to work for the last 20 years.

By the way, medical services
are free.

The baby bonus is US$7,000.
Each newlywed couple receives
US$64,000 to buy a house. We were
told that for that amount of money
you can buy a small house of 150sq

metres, a TV dish and electricity.
Electricity in Libya is practically
free. Housing is so cheap because real
estate speculation is banned in Libya
and the culprits are punished by law.

Furthermore education in Libya
is free. (The state pays for overseas
studies as well.)

The roads are very good indeed,
petrol is very cheap and the state pro-
vides 50 percent of the cost of a car.

A Libyan medical professor talked
to some Russian reporters in Libya,
commenting on the situation there at
the moment:

“l am 55 years old and Gaddafi
was in power for 42 years. He did
stay too long. But these people” —
the professor pointed to a group of
young men with “revolutionary flags”
— “they hope things will be better. It
will be worse. Young people will have
to forget about good life...”

These young men with machine
guns did not have to struggle for a
place in the sun; they’ve got accus-
tomed from childhood to getting
practically everything free. They were
bored. Guest workers from the whole
of Africa and even Europe (Ukraine,
Bulgaria, etc) worked for them.

But now they’ll have to forget
about “Libyan socialism” forever.
Western oil companies are not chari-
table organisations.

It is a well known fact that
Gaddafi was going to review oil
contract conditions which Libya had
signed with European companies at
the beginning of the *90s. Evidently
there were people who thought that
with their profits under threat they
had to do something and install a
puppet government ready to sign away
everything.

Mati English
Sydney

Cult
e

McCarthyism
and
multiculturalism

The infamous US Senator Joe
McCarthy was a keen supporter
of blacklisting “lefties” and other
progressives. The blacklists that
were used extensively in the
Hollywood film industry and in
US television are well known. But
they were but the tip of an iceberg
of truly massive size.

Militant unionists were blacklist-
ed throughout industry and commerce
in the US, Canada, Britain and other
countries, including Australia. It was a
powerful weapon in the arsenal of the
ruling class. Potentially devastating,
insidious and hard to prove.

But if you think blacklisting was
restricted to Hollywood in the 1950s,
think again. It is alive and well and
being practised with increasing audac-
ity by employers as union membership
falls, leaving workers isolated and
vulnerable.

Construction on the site of the
London Olympics has been disrupted
by a dispute over the blacklisting
of union members active around
health and safety concerns. Frank
Morris, an electrician, protested when
another worker was sacked because
the worker’s name had come up on
a blacklist. Because of his protest,
Morris was sacked too.

Before he was sacked, Morris
was subjected to weeks of intimida-
tion and threats of violence from
senior management. An official of
his union, the transport union RMT,
said: “In over 25 years representing
workers, | have never seen such a
blatant stitch up, victimisation and
even threats of violence to a union
activist whose only ‘crime’ was to
expose an illegal blacklist operating
on the Olympic site.”

Frank Morris is not an isolated
case, however. Recently, a tribunal
found that another British worker,
Paul Tattersfield, had been refused
employment by an engineering firm
because he was on a blacklist operated
by something called The Consulting
Association.

Talk about the shade of
McCarthyism!

As capitalism falters economi-
cally and its inadequacies as a system
become more exposed, the employer
class is increasing its efforts to split
the working class and their allies,
mounting more frequent attacks on
the unifying issues and concepts that
have been embraced by the people at
different times.

One of those concepts of course
is multiculturalism, presently being
simultaneously attacked in Australia,
in Britain and in Europe. Why?
Because capitalism needs disunity
— not unity — among the working
masses. The old divide and rule
approach. It has served capitalism
well for a century or two, and they
hope to continue to use it.

The Weekend Australian at
the beginning of April featured a
very prominent opinion piece by
Greg Sheridan under the tell-tale
heading “Why I’ve given up on
multiculturalism.”

In Europe, prevention of terror-
ism is being cited as an excuse for
attacks by governments on migrants,
even on migrants’ clothing. Last
month the British Prime Minister
David Cameron speaking in Munich
attacked both multiculturalism in

general and the Moslem community
in particular.

Cameron’s speech was con-
demned shortly afterwards at a Black
Workers’ Conference held by Britain’s
Communication Workers’ Union. The
union conference adopted a resolution
rejecting the PM’s speech for “trying
to establish a link between global ter-
rorism and the values of multicultural-
ism in our British society”.

There is a link however between
attacks on multiculturalism and anoth-
er favourite tool of corporate rule:
racism. At the same union conference,
it was noted that in 2009 more than 20
Oxbridge colleges (Britain’s highest
and supposedly best centres of tertiary
education) made no undergraduate
offers to black candidates.

Indeed, one college had not made
an offer to a black candidate for five
years.

Overtly racist views are generally
frowned on by most educated people,
so politicians generally avoid voicing
them. Attacking multiculturalism
instead makes a useful way of being
covertly racist.

Of course, some politicians seem
to think that being racist or thumb-
ing their nose at the environment or

deriding women’s rights does not
identify them as thick-eared louts but
somehow shows them to be rugged
individualists, immune to the senti-
mentality of “small I” liberals.

Tony Abbott falls into this cat-
egory. Politicians of his ilk seem
to believe that even if the Polar
ice caps melt, God will somehow
arrange things so that at least God’s
“devout followers” will be OK. In
the meantime, to show their faith
in their divine protector — and their
contempt for atheistic science — they
can be as foolishly irresponsible
with the environment (and as petty)
as they wish.

Now that the Republican Party
controls Congress in the US, they
have reintroduced plastic foam cof-
fee cups to the coffee shop in the
basement of the Congress building
in Washington.

The cups cannot be recycled and
do not break down when dumped in
landfill. The Democrats banned them
four years ago. The Republicans have
brought them back. Next apparently
the Republicans plan to reintroduce
old fashioned light bulbs and phase
out the newer more energy efficient
light bulbs.

They are small things but they
still contribute to global warming.
Why would anyone be so petty?

If you actually believe that the
world will end soon and you will
be whisked up to Heaven in “The
Rapture” — leaving the rest of us sin-
ners and unbelievers behind — then the
threat to life on Earth from a build-up
of greenhouse gasses and pollution
will not bother you much, will it?

Meanwhile, the US economy con-
tinues to nosedive, leaving ordinary
Americans floundering. Pennsylvania
has cut 40,000 low-income working
people from its state-subsidised insur-
ance program. The program had been
extremely popular, and had a waiting
list of over half a million before the
newly elected Republican Governor
Tom Corbett dumped it.

Elsewhere, Washington State
has dropped 17,500 people from a
state-funded program for the work-
ing poor, and Arizona’s Republican
Governor has sought to “cut costs” by
proposing the elimination of Medicaid
coverage — to no less than quarter of
a million people!

Capitalism: doesn’t it just make
you feel warm all over? &
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Sun April 17 -
Sat April 23

t the beginning of the 70s,

“Women’s Lib” was the big
thing. The old working class women’s
movement found itself abruptly
eclipsed by a petty bourgeois “femi-
nist movement”.

Where the former working class
women’s activists had been concerned
with equal pay, provision of child
care for working women and how to
defeat poverty, the new petty bour-
geois activists embraced the sexual
revolution as “liberating”. | remember
Comrades returning from a conference
on Women’s Lib organised by the
old CPA at which all the organisers
wanted to discuss was better orgasms!

Sexist positions and sexist slogans
proliferated. Attempts were made to
ban men from the IWD marches.
People marched in T-shirts bearing
such sexist slogans as “All Men Rape”
and “Dead Men Don’t Rape”.

With “Women’s Lib” getting
plenty of coverage in the bourgeois
media while its politics clearly posed
no threat to the ruling class (they don’t
care how many orgasms you have
as long as you don’t interfere with
their profits), it was inevitable that a
bourgeois media magnate would try
to profit from the new movement.

And so, Kerry Packer, friend of
working women as his father had been

the friend of working men (like Hell!),
with his journalist and magazine
editor Ita Buttrose, launched Cleo, a
magazine devoted to celebrity careers,
fashion and sex.

It would also help to ensure that
the new movement wouldn’t change
direction and threaten the ruling class.

Cleo was exactly what you would
expect a ruling class response to
a “revolutionary” women’s move-
ment to be: glossy, pseudo daring,
and guaranteed never to shake the
capitalist boat.

Like a child talking dirty to upset
its elders, Cleo featured nude (but
curiously chaste) male centrefolds
and articles on oral sex. Outrageous!
But good for circulation.

This tawdry exercise in pandering
is the subject of a new two-part mini
series Paper Giants: The Birth Of
Cleo (ABC1 Sunday and Monday
April 17 and 18 at 8.30pm). Those
responsible see Cleo as being “fresh,
bold and naughty”.

How superficial can you get?

n Stephen Fry And The Great

American Oil Spill (ABC1
Tuesday April 19 at 8.30 pm),
Stephen Fry and his environmentalist
mate Mark Carwardine visit some of
the Southern States of the USA worst
hit by the BP oil rig disaster, for a
quick look at how the locals are cop-
ing with the job losses, the uncertain
future of the region and the continued
off-shore deep water drilling for oil.

It is soon clear that the program
is likely to disappoint admirers of Fry
(it certainly disappointed me) because
he emerges as an apologist for BP —
indeed, for big corporations generally.
He simply won’t believe that the men
who run them can be evil, let alone
ruthless in pursuit of profit.

He clearly believes that people are
innately good and he will not accept
that in defence of their corporate
profits otherwise civilised people
will abandon moral scruples, ethics

and integrity. Mark Carwardine has
no such problem but simply cannot
convince Fry.

Fry points to how much money
BP has poured into the cleanup
operation as evidence of the oil giant’s
virtue. And it is a lot of money. But
they had no choice, if they wanted to
head off the groundswell of US public
opinion heading towards kicking BP
out of US oil fields.

No one in the program mentions
how much money BP has made and
will continue to make from oil wells
in the region (a sum that dwarfs the
expenditure on the cleanup).

Carwardine comes across as an
informed and cluey environmentalist.
Fry as naive and foolishly trusting of
big business.

BP’s experts are proud of the
way they have “dispersed” the huge
oil spill so it is not very visible any
more. But under the surface there is
apparently a huge plume of oil. The
dispersant sprayed in huge quantities
on the ocean has made the oil break
up into smaller drops and then sink
to the bottom.

They talk of it “breaking down”,
but others talk of it lining the ocean
floor and entering the food chain. The
effect of the oil (and the dispersant)
on the microscopic marine life at
the bottom of the food chain is still
unknown. It is unlikely to be good.

he USA has a higher pro-

portion of its population
incarcerated in jails than any other
country. Its prison system is also one
of the most barbaric, its routine prac-
tises cited by Amnesty International
as torture.

Amanda Richardson’s documen-
tary Babies Behind Bars (ABC2
Wednesday April 20 at 9.30 pm)
is rife with what amounts to casual
sadism towards pregnant women and
women with babies.

Hundreds of women give birth in
prisons in the US every year. Most

FFER

Babies Behind Bars (ABC2 Wednesday April 20 ot 9.30pm).

are in jail for petty crimes such as
possession of narcotics. Nevertheless,
in this case they have been sent to the
Indiana Maximum Security WWomen’s
Prison. The prison is locked down for
hours on end every day. The prison
has a tiny program (for only ten
women) which allows them to keep
their babies after they give birth. The
other pregnant women in the prison
have to give up their babies within 24
hours of birth. The effect of that on
the mother is demonstrated through
one articulate young woman who fails
to make the lucky ten.

The callous inhumanity of the
prison and the system behind it is
exposed very clearly.

I found the film very hard to
watch. These women and their chil-
dren were victims too, not of violent

crime perhaps but certainly of mental
and physical torture, callous inhuman-
ity and — given that most (but not all)
of the women are black or Latino — of
racism.

The prison authorities proudly
showing off their “Wee Ones” baby
dorm boast how they had to fight for it
— “After all”, says the Warden, “these
women are here to be punished”.

By showing us the ten women
in the baby dorm and the others who
want to be, the program emphasises
the ghastly flipside of “the American
Dream”. That, and the way the guards
hurry to fit leg-irons on to the woman
lying in the hospital bed who has
just given birth thirty minutes ago.
What do they think? She’s going to
abandon her newborn baby and make
arunforit? &
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Another Taser out

The Tasering of a lone 17-year-old girl
by three male Queensland Police officers
at the counter of a fish and chip shop in
Toowoomba last month should finally end
disgraced Queensland Police Commissioner
Bob Atkinson’s career, says Peter Pyke.
Pyke is calling for the sacking or immediate
resignation of Police Commissioner Atkinson
and the disciplining of the senior Toowoomba
police officer present at the incident.

Pyke is a former-Queensland police sergeant
who saw duty as an academy lecturer and opera-
tional trainer and he is also a former-Queensland
ALP state member. In 2008 Pyke warned that
Commissioner Atkinson’s incompetent introduc-
tion of Tasers to the Queensland Police Service
would lead to a Taser death in Queensland,
making that prediction just months prior to the
Taser death of Antonio Galleano in Ayr.

The former Labor MP has been highly
critical of senior Queensland Police over what
he says are the Police Service’s irresponsible
attitudes to the dangers Tasers present to some
categories of citizens and says while the police
commissioner is ultimately responsible for the
administration of the Police Service, the blame
for the Tasering of the girl in Toowoomba lies
squarely at the feet of Premier Anna Bligh, now
universally known as the “weather girl” for
her filibustering role fronting the media to the
exclusion of all others during recent disasters
in Queensland.

On March 17, at 7pm, witnesses at Bernie’s
Fish and Chip Shop in Herries Street in the
Toowoomba CBD were present when a 17-year-
old girl standing at the shop counter who was
carrying a kitchen knife was Tasered almost as
soon as three male uniformed police officers
arrived.

A witness says he was horrified at the
actions of the uniformed officers. The witness,
who does not wish to be named, has told Pyke
that the girl was petite, about 165 centimetres
tall and weighing about 75 kilograms. He says
she appeared to possibly be affected by drugs
and to present little threat to the three large
male officers, all of whom were equipped with
batons which one of them had drawn.

The witness, a young man in his late teens,
was in the fish and chip shop buying a meal
with his younger brother and sister and he says
he saw that the girl had a kitchen knife but at
no time did he feel threatened or that the girl
was a threat to his younger siblings. When
police arrived, he says, the three male officers
barely even spoke to the girl before one of the
police drew a Taser and fired the device at the
girl. The witness says he was horrified at the
unnecessary violence and the effect on the girl
who screamed in pain and fell heavily to her
side, injuring herself.

The witness says he believes that any one of
the three officers could have overpowered the
girl without using a Taser and it seemed to him
that the police response was “completely over
the top” and demonstrated to him that police
training about Tasers must be inadequate. He
said it is his concern that just one application of
the Taser to the girl might have killed her and
he does not understand why police could not
have dealt with her without using a potentially
lethal weapon on such a small, young person.

Peter Pyke says Queensland police argued
for access to an Electronic Control Device
weapon to be used “as a last resort before using
a firearm”. “Were all three of these cops in
fear of their lives from one small 17-year-old
girl?” he asks.

Pyke is aware that the girl is alleged to have
been armed with a ten inch kitchen knife, but
there were three male officers present and he
wonders why a baton strike from any one of
them could not have disarmed the girl. Pyke
says he understands that the girl was threatening

self-harm and had asked police to shoot her
which are less the actions of a person who is a
threat to police than the actions of a person in
serious mental distress, one of the categories of
citizen most at risk to the most harmful conse-
quences of a Taser application, he understands.

Pyke says the Queensland Police Service
top cop’s attitude to Tasers could only be
described as “lethally dangerous” from the start
of the flawed and premature introduction of the
devices to general duties police in 2007 but the
unnecessary Tasering of the girl demonstrates
spectacularly that the Bligh government is
either unable or unwilling to stop police from
misusing the weapons when civil society agen-
cies world-wide have linked the devices to the
deaths of nearly 500 people and many agencies
in other jurisdictions categorise the weapons as
“potentially lethal”.

“In relation to the Palm Island death in
custody of Cameron Doomadgee police commis-
sioner Atkinson’s leadership of the Queensland
Police Service has been nothing but outrageous,
but his failure to prevent his officers from using
Tasers on children is beyond the pale,” says
Pyke. “Whether this is a training or a discipli-
nary matter, Atkinson must go.

“Premier Bligh, what sort of a police state
have you created?”

The Tasered girl is the second female child
to be Tasered in Queensland since Tasers were
supplied to Queensland police. The first incident,
which happened at South Bank in Brisbane, was
concealed by police but came to light when a
magistrate refused to suppress the matter at a
police prosecutor’s request.

Pyke says Queensland police either don’t
care or don’t understand that just one application
of the Taser to a small person, a person with a
weakened heart, or a person affected by drugs
and/or alcohol may end their life, something
which has been recognised by United States law
enforcement agencies since December 20009.

Former-police sergeant Peter Pyke says
while Atkinson’s inadequacies as a police com-
missioner have drawn concerned and weighty
condemnation from senior legal sources, civil
society and the community, none of that was
of any consequence to Premier Bligh when she
last year inexplicably extended commissioner
Atkinson’s contract.

“If we have an uncaring and/or incompetent
Police Commissioner, then we can only blame
the weather girl,” says Pyke.

BACKGROUND:

In 2007, Western Australia was the first
Australian state to equip its police with Taser
stun guns. By January 2008, the Northern
Territory began handing out Tasers to its cops.
It was in July 2009, that New South Wales
spent $10 million of tax-payers’ hard-earned to

equip frontline general duties cops with 1,962
Taser stun guns paying top-dollar at about
$1,800 a unit.

In Queensland, the state government
announced a trial of Tasers would commence
on 1 July 2007, “for 12 months to examine the
use of the Taser X26 as a less than lethal force
option in a general policing environment”.

Seventy nine North Americans alone died
in 2007 after being Tasered by police, five in
Canada.

Since 1999, at least 463 people have died in
North America to police use of Tasers. As many
as twenty-eight people have died in Canada
since 2003 after police used Tasers on them.

One Canadian and 56 Americans died
in 2009 after they were Tasered by police,

including a 16-year-old, a 15-year-old and
a 17-year-old who became at least the fifth
17-year-old to die in North America to the
Taser.

Awstralian general duties police have gained
access to stun guns by using the emotive argu-
ment: “We need a less than lethal option for
armed offenders”.

Awustralia’s first Taser death occurred in 2002
when a 56-year-old NSW man died 12 days after
he was shocked with a Taser. The man received
three Taser shocks after threatening police with
a frying pan. According to his death certificate,
the man died of a heart attack. He is said to have
had a pre-existing heart condition and hepatitis
C, and to have been a schizophrenic.
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