
Bob Briton

Wherever you look in Australia, mining 
corporations are staking claims on precious 
wilderness areas and even the family farms 
of battling primary producers. Over recent 
decades, state and federal governments have 
allowed exploration and mining leases to 
scar and pollute the landscape to shore up 
economies dependent on mineral exports. 
The consequences for the people of Australia 
of decades of “free-trade”– neo-liberal 
economic priorities – will be ugly and even 
the short-term benefi ts look very doubtful.

The extent of the nightmare was driven 
home to NSW’s new premier, Barry O’Farrell, 
when he was confronted with some realities in 
relation to his promise of a national park on 
Sydney’s fringe. It turns out that the Dharawal 
State Conservation Area is littered with min-
ing and exploration leases. BHP Billiton has 
two active coalmining leases that it wants to 
press ahead with. Longreach Oil has an explo-
ration lease for hot rocks energy. Coal seam 
gas explorer Apex Energy holds a license for 
petroleum exploration. O’Farrell will need to 
offer big compensation to the mining corpora-
tions involved and dig deeper to buy some green 
credentials or simply drop the undertaking.

In South Australia the Rann government has 
been forced by public outrage to consider a ban 
on uranium mining in the Arkaroola Wilderness 
Sanctuary. Uranium mining company Marathon 
Resources was caught dumping 60 tonnes of 
waste in the Sanctuary in 2008 in breach of 
their licence conditions. Rann says he would 
even consider declaring the area a national 
park in order to preserve the area. That has 
been welcomed but won’t completely protect 
it, either. “Many in the community would be 
unaware that 83 percent of the area of our 
national parks is actually open to mining and 
mining exploration, so the government needs 
to go much further than that,” Matthew Turner 
of the Wilderness Society points out.

Federal Environment Minister Tony Burke 
is delaying a decision on whether or not to 
declare the high value Tarkine wilderness area 
in Tasmania’s north-west a national heritage site. 
It was nominated in 2004 and former environ-
ment minister Peter Garrett put an emergency 
protection listing on it when a road through the 
area was proposed.

The listing lapsed in 2009. Burke says 
more “community consultation” is required. In 

the meantime, his department is considering a 
proposal from Shree Minerals for a magnetite 
and hematite mine at Nelson Bay. Another pro-
posal from Tasmania Magnesite was found to 
not require federal assessment if the company 
agreed to limit the impact on threatened species.

In Spring Hill near Orange in NSW, a meet-
ing of farmers was held recently where many 
vented their feelings of powerlessness in their 
dealings with goldmining companies wanting 
to explore under their land. “Farmers might 
think they are signing up for one [drilling] 
hole, whereas they sign up for a pad of gravel 
and associated infrastructure that goes on with 
much more major activities,” NSW Farmers 
Association spokesperson Fiona Simson told 
The Sydney Morning Herald.

Methane is bubbling to the surface in the 
Waratah Rivulet east of Campbelltown, NSW. 
This is one of the key rivers feeding Sydney’s 
drinking water catchment. The problem started 
when a longwall coal mine operated by a sub-
sidiary of the world’s biggest coal company, 
Peabody Energy, caused the ground beneath 
the river to tilt and crack.

A brightly coloured algal bloom has bro-
ken out. “It’s outrageous that, six years after 
the rivulet was fi rst damaged by coalmin-
ing, this damage continues to happen,” Total 
Environment Centre spokesman Dave Burgess 
said. Peabody denies any danger from the leak 
and is attempting to glue the riverbed back 
together with polyurethane resin.

In the Hunter Valley, a region already under 
huge environmental stress from the coal mining 
industry, a big new push for coal seam drilling 
is underway. AGL plans to build up to 110 gas 
extraction wells near Gloucester using the con-
troversial “fracking” technique. Approval was 
given by the state government two days before it 
went into pre-election caretaker mode. Residents 
are concerned that rivers and aquifers will be 
polluted threatening the health of the people of 
the area and primary production.

“Fracking” involves the pumping of a 
mixture of water, sand and chemicals deep 
underground causing the coal seam below to 
crack and release gas to the surface. This is col-
lected and used as a fuel. Overseas experience 
of “fracking” has been devastating and was the 

subject of the fi lm Gasland by Josh Fox (fi nd 
out more at www.gaslandthemovie.com). AGL 
insists the chemicals to be used are as benign 
as household detergents and shampoo. Former 
Deputy Prime Minister John Anderson, a sixth 
generation farmer but also chairman of Eastern 
Star Gas, is urging farmers to get behind the 
coal seam gas proposals in order to secure their 
energy needs into the future.

The Greens have called for a moratorium 
and an inquiry into the long-term effects of 
the expansion about to be unleashed. The 
whole “wild west” approach to the wellbeing 
of the community and the environment at the 
hands of the resource sector also needs to be 
examined. Its reckless, essentially unplanned 
nature threatens the environment in many ways 
including its massive impact on climate change. 
The future utility of the resources is being 
robbed from the people of Australia and the 
planet and most of the fi nancial benefi t shipped 
overseas as well. A serious approach to these 
questions must include the public ownership 
of these resources and the companies that 
extract them. 

An abandoned mine within the Dharawal State Conservation Area.
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Were the results of the NSW elections really fair? The Greens 
gained 10.3 percent of the primary vote, just short of the Nationals’ 
12.3 percent. In effect, 10.3 percent of voters wanted the Greens 
in office. Despite this, the Nationals will have 17 seats, while the 
Greens will only have one – and that’s assuming Jamie Parker 
wins in Balmain. In short, to win the same number of seats as the 
Nationals, the Greens would have had to win just over 14 times 
more primary votes than the Nationals did. While we’re talking 
statistics, to reach this year’s Press Fund target of $14,000, we need 
$350 per week, and we’re a long way short of that. So if you can, 
please send in a contribution for the next issue. Our thanks go to 
this week’s supporters, as follows:
Terry Boseley $23, ER Newey $10, “Round Figure” $21, Mark 
Window $10
This week’s total: $64 Progressive total: $1,450

Urgent CPA health care 
campaign underway

The federal government is pressing ahead with major changes 
to arrangements for the funding of public hospitals. The “reforms” 
threaten to cause a further deterioration in the quality of healthcare 
available to Australians and speed the process of privatisation of 
the health system. The remainder of one the great (and extremely 
popular) reforms of the Whitlam era, Medicare, is set to be stripped 
away from the people of Australia and yet there is no great outcry 
in response.

The reasons for this are varied. Labor’s so called health “reform” 
package is being sold to the community as a “fi x” involving billions 
of extra Commonwealth dollars. In fact there will very little new 
money and most of it is not due for another fi ve years or more. 
Smoke and mirror references to “effective growth” in funding mean 
that the erosion of the proportion of federal funding carried out 
under Howard will be cemented in place into the future (see the 
front page article in The Guardian of February 23).

The community has watched anxiously as staff at public hospitals 
have continued to struggle with the end results of neglect and under-
funding in the fi elds of (increasingly privatised) aged care, mental 
health, disability, primary health care and preventive medicine. 
Health Minister Roxon and former Prime Minister Rudd talked 
about federal intervention to put hospital administration back in 
order after it had presumably been driven into the ground by the 
states. They spoke as if public hospitals were an isolated problem. 
Gillard is carrying this dishonest project forward though she has 
had to climb down from her forerunner’s plan to reduce the states’ 
GST allocations.

A community keen to see more resources directed towards public 
hospitals was bound to be receptive to an apparent promise of 
more funding. Warning signs were not noticed. Labor has retained 
the hugely expensive Private Health Insurance Rebate. Christine 
Bennett, formerly of private health insurance transnational BUPA, 
was appointed to head up the National Health and Hospitals Reform 
Commission’s “root and branch” review that led to the current 
“reform” proposals.

Other negative proposals are going unchallenged. An 
“Independent Hospital Pricing Authority” is going to set an “ef-
fi cient price” for hospital procedures. The price could be paid to a 
public or private hospital. The “gap” where it applies could be met 
by taking out expensive private health insurance. Private hospitals 
could cherry pick the easier, quicker cases and turn big profi ts, 
leaving public hospitals the more complex and costly ones. Public 
hospitals are being set up for even greater failure.

The “effi cient price” concept will see patients turned out quicker 
and sicker from hospitals. The lack of time available for thorough 
examination, reliable diagnosis, treatment and follow-up that char-
acterises much of primary health care will now be imposed on 
hospitals. This will be to the detriment of patients caught up in the 
Commonwealth’s drive to convert healthcare into a commodity.

For some time the Communist Party of Australia has been 
warning the community about these threats to Medicare and our 
public hospitals. It has launched a campaign to draw the public’s 
attention to the dangers of the federal government’s plans and to 
rally opposition. The CPA wants to unite with others in order to stop 
this planned attack on the public system and to call instead for real 
increases in funding to its hospitals, real health reforms including 
strengthening and developing GP and community care so that the 
sick and the elderly don’t need to go to hospital as often to get care.

The health system needs to be re-oriented away from privatised 
and profi t-making hospital care and privatised residential aged care 
and towards a massive expansion and improvement of primary 
care, care for the elderly and the mentally ill in the community and 
public not-for-profi t residential aged care. Scrap the Private Health 
Insurance Rebate. Ultimately a nationalised health system with the 
Commonwealth as the monopoly purchaser of drugs and equip-
ment, is the only way to secure fi rst rate, affordable and sustainable 
health care for all Australians. CPA members will continue to work 
to achieve that goal and to defeat the current attempt to rob the 
people of gains they made in the area of healthcare.

Refugees – the facts
Who counts as a refugee?
The 1951 UN Refugee Convention, which Australia 
has signed, defi nes a refugee as someone who has 
a well-founded fear of persecution in their own 
country, because of their race, religion, nationality, 
or political or social affi liation. In other words, 
refugees are ordinary people trying to escape war, 
persecution and horror.

Where do refugees to Australia come from?
Seventy four percent of refugees to Australia come 

from just four countries: Afghanistan, Iran, Sri Lanka 
and Iraq, places where people live in constant fear of 
violence, death and torture, and suffer from severe 
repression for their ethnic, religious, political, or sexual 
affi liation. Refugees are often fl eeing war, or brutal 
regimes like the Taliban.

Are conditions really so bad in refugees’ countries 
of origin?

Yes. People only become refugees as a last resort. 
Why do refugees come by boat?
A boat is often the only way to reach safety. In 

war, or when persecuted by a repressive regime, refu-
gees simply cannot get the travel documents they need 
in order to come by plane. The fact that refugees are 
ready to sell everything they have to buy a place on a 
treacherous ocean crossing shows how desperate they 
are. Refugees often cannot swim, and hundreds have 
died in the attempt to reach Australia by sea.

Is it legal to come by boat?
Yes. Under Australian law, it is never illegal to 

apply for refugee status here, no matter how you arrive. 
Talk of “illegal” or “unauthorised” boat arrivals or 
“illegal immigrants” is prejudicial and wrong in law. 
The Australian Press Council specifi cally recommended 
in 2009 that the media not use these descriptions of 
refugees.

What about people smugglers?
Refugees have no choice but to use people smug-

glers. The people who actually crew refugee boats are 
usually impoverished Indonesian fi shermen. Under 
current laws, many famous fi gures from the past would 
face prosecution as people smugglers, like Oskar 
Schindler, who saved more than 1,000 Jews during the 
Holocaust. No one calls Qantas bosses “people smug-
glers”, but they also take money to bring asylum seek-
ers here by plane.

Aren’t they jumping a queue?
No. In most countries from which refugees come, 

there simply is no queue, and no way to apply for 
refugee status. In war zones, access to embassies or 
UNHCR offi ces is impossible. For security reasons, 
the location of the Australian embassy in Afghanistan 
is not even made public. There is no way to join a 
“queue” there.

Why don’t they stop in some other country on the 
way?

Very few countries between Australia and Sri 
Lanka or Afghanistan have signed the Refugee 
Convention, meaning there is no right of asylum there. 
Terrible abuses have been recorded of asylum seek-
ers detained in places like Indonesia. Anyone trying to 
escape persecution would choose to come to Australia 
if they could.

Are asylum seekers a security risk?
No. No terrorist has ever entered Australia as a 

refugee. Refugees are fl eeing extremism and violence, 
not wanting to bring it with them. Refugees have made 

many contributions to our community. The champion 
weightlifter Abebe Fekadu, who represented Australia 
at the 2010 Delhi Commonwealth Games, was a refu-
gee from Ethiopia. Jamal Elishe, the 2010 election 
Liberal candidate for McMahon, came here as a refu-
gee from Iraq.

What happens to refugees once they’ve arrived?
People who arrive in Australia by plane and seek 

refugee status are allowed to live in the community 
while their claims are assessed. Only people who 
come by boat are locked up in detention, in line with 
Australia’s mandatory detention policy. This double 
standard is cruel to refugees, expensive for the tax-
payer, and in contravention of both the 1951 UN 
Refugee Convention, and the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, both of which Australia has 
signed.

How many people are in detention and how long 
do they spend there?

As of February 2011, there were 6,659 refugees in 
detention, including 1,027 children. When it came to 
offi ce in 2007 the government promised that detention 
would be capped at 90 days. But as of February 2011, 
78 percent of detainees have been behind razor wire for 
three months or more. Almost half have been detained 
between 6 and 12 months. Incredibly, Australian law 
allows for asylum seekers to be locked up forever. 

What are the consequences of detention?
Detention further harms already vulnerable people 

and breaks lives. Refugees need support after the trag-
edies that have forced them out of their home countries. 
Indefi nite detention only brutalises them more. Suicide, 
hunger-strikes, and self-harm are common. Children in 
detention scream at night in their sleep. In 2010 teenag-
ers detained in Darwin started cutting themselves in 
desperation. Between September and December 2010 
there were three suicides in Villawood detention centre 
in Sydney alone. 

What do the experts say about mandatory 
detention?

Mandatory detention has been condemned by 
Amnesty International Australia, leading mental 
health experts, churches, and many others. Aspects 
of Australia’s refugee processing have been ruled 
illegal by the High Court, and the Commonwealth 
Ombudsman has criticised conditions on Christmas 
Island. Dr Graham Thom, Refugee Campaign 
Coordinator for Amnesty, has described Australia’s 
mandatory detention policy as “inhumane”, “unac-
ceptable”, “cruel” and “degrading”. He says it “defi es 
logic” and is “a system that is failing the people it 
is supposed to protect”. Professor Patrick McGorry, 
psychiatrist and 2010 Australian of the year, has 
compared detention centres to “factories for mental 
illness”.

How do other countries treat refugees?
Mandatory detention was only introduced here in 

1992. Australia is the only Western country to lock 
refugees up in detention camps instead of allowing 
them to live in the community while their claims are 
processed. Community processing is not only humane 
and decent; it avoids the waste of much of the $1.2 bil-
lion budgeted in 2010 for border protection – enough to 
run fi ve major 420-bed hospitals.
Prepared by the 
Refugee Action Coalition, refugeeaction.org.au 

Sydney

You are invited to the launch of the fi lm ...

Bite the Bullet – Cut Military Spending

10:30 am Tuesday April 12
(Global Day of Action on Military Spending)

Parliament House Theatrette – Macquarie St Sydney

Hosted by Greens’ MLC John Kaye

Bite the Bullet is a YouTube fi lm made by Mandy King and Fabio Cavadini for the 
Australian Anti-Bases Campaign Coalition (AABCC) with funding from the Mercy Foundation.

The AABCC is partnered in this project by Pace e Bene Australia, Byron People for Peace & Justice, 
Pax Christi Australia (NSW), People for Nuclear Disarmament PND/WA.

Bite The Bullet is part of the AABCC campaign for a cut in military spending

Enquiries: Hannah 0418 668 098 or Denis 0418 290 663

www.anti-bases.org
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Peter Mac

Last week at the Bali Process 
conference, the Gillard govern-
ment again tried to persuade East 
Timor – or any of the other nations 
represented – to accept a regional 
processing centre for asylum seek-
ers on its soil. And once again the 
proposal was rejected.

East Timor’s deputy Foreign 
Minister, Alberto Carlos, stated that 
his country did not want to have a 
processing centre where the detain-
ees would be better housed than the 
local citizens. But that is not the only 
reason.

The UN High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR) has stated that 
it would not object to an off-shore 
processing centre as long as the host 
country signed the UN Convention on 
Refugees. Apart from Australia, East 
Timor was the only signatory nation 
at the conference.

Desperately poor, East Timor 
could have opted to take the 
Australian government’s money to 
host the centre. Instead, it took the 
principled position that offshore 
processing is an unfair way to treat 
asylum seekers. The implicit mes-
sage from the Bali conference is that 
Australia should process applications 
for asylum on the mainland.

But that’s not what conservative 
Australian governments want. In cyni-
cal political manoeuvres, over several 
decades various governments have 
depicted their policies as preventing 
the “invasion” of northern Australia 
by desperate and hostile “illegal 
immigrants”, or “queue jumpers”, 
which former Prime Minister John 
Howard demonstrated in the Tampa 
“crisis”, which he largely created and 
which won his government a third 
period in offi ce.

A deepening crisis
Last week an asylum seeker 

committed suicide, the fi fth in seven 
months. Detention centres are becom-
ing more overcrowded. Periods in 
detention are lengthening because 
of delays in the processing of claims, 
which in turn are partly caused by 
staff inadequacies, and partly by the 
requirement for ASIO to complete 
security checks before those granted 
visas can be released into the commu-
nity. Asylum seeker advocate Abdul 

Karim Hekmat, who was detained for 
fi ve months at Curtin in 2001, com-
mented: “In my experience 10 years 
ago refugee status was not granted 
before the security clearance, but 
came with the clearance.”

Conditions in many detention 
centres are grossly inadequate. The 
Scherger centre in remote Cape York 
is said to have run short of food last 
week, although the management 
claimed that some detainees just chose 
not to eat! The notorious Curtin centre 
in Western Australia is still in opera-
tion, despite widespread criticism as 
to its mind-numbing isolation and 
enforced inactivity.

The suicide of a 20-year-old 
Afghan man last week confi rmed 
earlier criticism of the Curtin Centre. 
Abdul Hekmat remembers “The 
centre was so remote that we felt as 
if we were in the middle of nowhere. 
Incidents of self-harm, attempted 
suicides and hunger strikes were too 
common ... there was … no entertain-
ment, no newspapers, and no televi-
sion  … I could only see red dirt, 
barbed wire and fences.” A security 
guard told him “I am not allowed to 
give the newspapers to detainees.”

Detention centre riots have been 
a long, recurrent feature of deten-
tion. For example, detainees rioted at 
Curtin in 2001 after the Department 
of Immigration decided to suspend 
considerations of visas applications 
for fi ve months.

As Abdul Hekmat observed:” 
Most asylum seekers protest out of 
desperation and despair. ... the most 
diffi cult thing about detention is the 
waiting and being in a kind of limbo. 
… Imagine waiting for a bus or train 
and it’s late. After a few hours you 
would become uncomfortable and 
protest about the inconvenience, 
or rant about those responsible for 
the delay. People inside detention 
centres wait for months and years. 
They don’t know exactly how much 
more time they will spend there and 
become fearful that the outcome will 
be devastating.”

Callous strategies
Whenever riots have taken 

place the government of the day has 
expressed self-righteous outrage, even 
though their own policies have cre-
ated the situation. Former chairman 
of the government’s detention health 

advisory group, Professor Harry 
Minas, declared:

“We just don’t seem to be able 
to learn from the terrible mistakes 
we’ve made in the past on the way 
detention is thought or managed. … 
There has been no shortage of people 
who have been expressing concern 
for a long time now  … that we can 
expect signifi cant unrest, that people’s 
health – and particularly their mental 
health – will be damaged, and that 
some people will be in great danger 
of self-harm and suicide.”

The government has ordered a 
review of the provision of mental 
health services within detention 
centres, as though it thinks that extra 
psychological counselling will solve 
the problem, rather than reducing 
overcrowding and detention periods.

The review will be conducted by 

Professor Louise Newman, who has 
very pointedly called for overcrowd-
ing in remote detention centres to 
be reduced by placing detainees in 
community housing. That is just one 
of a number of good ideas which the 
government has either rejected or is 
dithering over accepting.

Meanwhile, offi cial policy is tak-
ing nasty turns. After the government 
decided to take all new arrivals to 
the mainland instead of Christmas 
Island, the Australian Navy took the 
passengers of one intercepted boat 
to Ashmore Reef, where they were 
transferred to two other Navy vessels 
which took them to Broome.

The government claims this was 
intended to provide them with a more 
comfortable ride. However, by step-
ping onto Ashmore Reef, which is 
part of the Australian territory excised 

from immigration laws by the Howard 
regime, the passengers were deprived 
of certain legal rights, including the 
right to legal counsel if they appeal 
against a rejection of their appeals 
for asylum.

And fi nally, allegations have been 
made that 150 men who have been 
held in the Christmas Island detention 
centre gymnasium since the riots have 
been brutally beaten by federal police.

The Gillard government should 
be breaking free of the redneck, 
xenophobic policies it retained 
from the Howard era. But it isn’t. It 
has run out of options for off-shore 
processing, other than adopting the 
Liberals’ disastrous “Pacifi c solu-
tion”. If it chooses to follow that 
course even more Australian citizens 
will favour progressive and left-wing 
parties. 

Asylum seeker treatment 
descending into cruel farce
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“Battle for Glebe” – State Elections
Greens win Balmain
Denis Doherty

The Greens have gained their fi rst 
seat in the Lower House of the 
NSW Parliament with the Jamie 
Parker winning Balmain. The 
remaining Upper House seat may 
also go to the Greens, beating off 
Pauline Hansen.

The Green victory was more 
impressive given they had to battle 
media hostility, a determined push 
by the pro-Israeli lobby and an array 
of ALP dirty tricks.

Most of all they had to overcome 
the perception that Barry O’Farrell 
and his Liberals were the only answer 
to NSW’s woes.

In the Glebe part of the 
Balmain electorate a bitter battle 
has been waged by a community 
group, Hands off Glebe, and the 
CPA’s Port Jackson Branch over 

the planned demolition of public 
housing flats.

The project would see 105 poor 
people pushed out of Glebe and 250 
private residents plus shops take 
their place.

Hands off Glebe entered the 
state election with a leafl et accusing 
local ALP MP and State government 
Minister Verity Firth of “social cleans-
ing” for driving public housing tenants 
out of the suburb. Hands off Glebe 
called for a vote for Greens.

The leafl et was widely distributed 
and drew fi re from the ALP who coun-
tered with an “open letter” accusing 
Hands off Glebe of lying and spread-
ing fear and misinformation. The ALP 
letter was covered in the local media.

Not taking anything lying down, 
Hands off Glebe sought and won a 
right of reply. Their reply demolished 
the ALP’s claims and pointed out that 

a small community group was not 
creating fear.

“What is frightening people is 
the housing department informing 
residents that they are being evicted 
and put in sub-standard fl ats…”

Hands off Glebe also distributed 
a leafl et saying in part:

“The ALP and the City of Sydney 
are angry because Hands off Glebe 
have alerted the residents of Glebe to 
the ALP’s social cleansing agenda of 
throwing public housing tenants out 
of Glebe, Redfern and Miller’s Point 
to make way for private high-rise 
development.”

The state seat of Balmain has 
been in ALP hands for over 100 years.

On March 26 many residents 
realised that the ALP is not concerned 
with their interests but represents the 
interests of big business. As a result, 
the seat has passed to Greens. 

Labour Struggle

Rural Press workers in regional 
NSW and Victoria have withstood 
moves to remove their long-stand-
ing redundancy entitlements and 
instead won the union collective 
agreement they campaigned for.

Australian Manufacturing 
Workers’ Union (AMWU) National 
Print Division secretary Lorraine 
Cassin, who celebrated the result at 
Wagga’s Daily Advertiser, said the 
win was testament to the resolve 
shown by members.

“They refused to be pushed 
by Rural Press into a signifi cantly 
weakened agreement. Their entitle-
ments were important to them. They 
wanted to know that if they were 
made redundant, years of loyal service 
would count for something.”

Under the agreement proposed 
by Rural Press a cap was to be 
introduced on the number of weeks 
workers could accrue in redundancy 
entitlements. Many would have been 
eligible for four times less under the 
proposal.

“It’s sad our members had to take 
industrial action to keep their current 
conditions, but I am so very proud of 
the united stand they have taken,” Ms 
Cassin said.

“We have a number of agree-
ments at major print workplaces 
coming up for negotiation this 
year, including News Limited and 
The Age. Our members know they 
may face similar challenges to their 
conditions. This result is proof that 
together we are stronger no matter 

how big the site, collectively we are 
stronger.”

Delegate at the Wagga Daily 
Advertiser Louise Brown said the 
workers were delighted with the 
result.

“We weren’t fi ghting for money 
– we were fi ghting for our conditions. 
We felt they were too important to 
sign away.

“It’s only a short agreement but it 
will allow us to look at others things 
such as updating the maternity clause 
and increasing pay in 15 months time.

“We were in regular phone hook-
ups with members around our state 
and Victoria. Realising that everyone 
else was going through the same thing 
was great, it made us a stronger,” she 
said. 

Newspaper workers 
maintain important protections

May Day

The International Day 

for celebrating Workers’ Rights.

AdelaideAdelaide
Saturday April 30

Assemble 10:00am Victoria Square, March to Torres Parade Ground. 

Family picnic from 11:00am with kids’ entertainment, sausage sizzle and community stalls. 

Speakers include author and commentator Humphrey McQueen

BrisbaneBrisbane
Sunday May 1

May Day Concert

6:00pm - 9:00pm ETU Hall 41 Peel St South Brisbane

Aboriginal Choir, Trade Union Choir, Jumping Fences, food & bar.

FremantleFremantle
Sunday May 1

Esplanade Reserve 12 noon

Entertainment, performances, food and activities for the whole family

12:00pm SHARP for March 

1:00pm - 4.30pm – Free Live Entertainment and Performances, Food, Rides and Activities 

for Everyone! 

What is May Day you may ask? Australia's May Day activities officially began in 1890, 

although some workers had achieved the eight-hour day as early as 1856. As more and 

more workers won the reduction in hours by solidarity and industrial action, the day was 

proclaimed as a holiday in all the states and became known as Labour Day. Since 1952 it 

has been one of Fremantle's most colourful demonstrations of working class solidarity.

May Day Coordinator: Nicole Corbett (UnionsWA) 0421 751 404 / 08 6313 6000 

ncorbett@unionswa.com.au www.unionswa.com.au

MelbourneMelbourne
Tuesday April 19

Film Night

Details to be announced

Thursday April 28

Wreath Laying Ceremony – 5:00pm at the 8-Hour Memorial

Thursday April 28

Multicultural Evening & Entertainment

Details to be announced

Sunday May 1

May Day March – assemble 1:00pm

Further details to be announced

Sunday May 1

May Day Concert – after the March

Details to be announced

SydneySydney
Thursday April 28

Celebrate May Day toast and dinner

Cyprus Community Club 58-76 Stanmore Road Stanmore
0421 193 140 mayday@sydney.net

Sunday May 1

Assemble Hyde Park 12 noon for march to First Fleet Park, Circular Quay. 

Speakers include Ark Tribe, Lee Rhiannon(Greens), 

Andrew Ferguson(CFMEU) Paul McAleer (MUA)
0421 193 140 mayday@sydney.net

WollongongWollongong
Friday May 6

May Day Toast 6:30pm for 7:00pm Hellenic Club, Princes Highway Figtree

$20/$25 – Greek Buffet

Saturday May 7 

May Day March: Assemble 9:30 for 10:00am Lowden Square

Speakers – TBA

Saturday May 28

May Day Party/Dinner: This year marks 100 years of May Day celebrations in Wollongong. 

To celebrate this we are organising a party/dinner. 

Portafinos, Kenny Street Wollongong

Tickets are $50 which includes a 3 course meal, free wine, champagne, juice or fizzy drink, 

tea, coffee and a gelato Bar. The Dave Reglar Quartet will be playing on the night and there 

will be a photo exhibition of May Days in Wollongong.
For more info contact Leanne: 0425 201 828 redallover11_@hotmail.com

There is much debate in Australia at the 
moment about climate change and what to 
do about it. While the CPA lays the blame 
at the door of capitalism and its rapacious 
corporations, we do also support efforts by 
the community to reduce carbon consumption. 
In 2010 the Party’s headquarters in Sydney 
was given an energy audit by an authorised 
company, the Carbon Reduction Institute.

The report we received revealed that the 
party building costs $2,242.55 per annum for 
electricity and this equates to approximately 
11.6 tonnes of carbon annually. The audit 
report suggested several steps to reduce that 
fi gure.

The major one of these, and the most 
costly, will be to replace the current fl uro light-
ing throughout the building with new fi ttings 
and globes. This will mean replacing 28 fi ttings 
with more energy effi cient fi ttings.

With government subsidies that are avail-
able, this will cost about $1,300. However, the 
new fi ttings will give us an annual saving on 
our electricity bill of nearly $500 so we will 
cover our initial investment in about fi ve years.

The May Day Guessing Competition is part 
of this program to ensure the Party has energy 
effi cient lighting in Peter Symon House. 

Peace, Socialism 
and the Environment
May Day Guessing Competition 2011

Details of the Guessing Competition

Tickets $1 or $10 for a book of 12

•  1st prize: Ricoh CX4 Digital 
Camera valued at $450 

•  2nd prize: T-Shirts and Books 
from the CPA Bookstore value $100

To be drawn at the Sydney District 
May Day function on April 30.

Ticket stubs must be returned by 
Thursday April 28 to:

Guessing Competition, 
c/o 74 Buckingham St, 
Surry Hills NSW 2010

More tickets are available. 

Contact Denis at 
cpa@cpa.org.au, 
or 0418 290 663
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When the GST (goods and services 
tax) was introduced there were 
promises of great things to come. 
The tax system would be simpler, 
a number of state taxes would 
be wiped and state governments 
would have all the funds they 
needed for public education and 
health services. The GST has not 
delivered on a single promise.

It added to the complexity of 
the taxation system, states are still 
cash-strapped, and public health and 
education are grossly under-funded. 
The states removed some taxes but 
not all that were promised.

The federal government has now 
set up a review of the distribution 
of GST revenue between the states 
and territories. Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard has appointed two former state 
premiers and a business consultant 
to carry out the review. The terms of 
reference for the new formula rewards 
states for “effi ciency” and penalises 
those that do not carry out certain 
“reforms”.

The GST proved expensive for 
small businesses to administer. It hurt 
those on lower incomes most, taxing 
them at the same rate in the dollar on 
goods and services as the rich. It also 
paved the way for cuts in the taxation 
of corporate profi ts.

The problems faced by states 
were compounded by successive 
federal governments – Labor and 
Coalition – who failed to keep up 
with their share of the responsibility 
towards public education and health.

Last year the federal Labor gov-
ernment made a grab for 30 percent 
of GST revenue in return for taking 
over the public hospital system. It 
came close to succeeding, but now 
with three Liberal state governments 
to contend with (WA, Victoria, NSW) 
it looks much less likely.

The states are at war over the 
distribution of the GST, all seek-
ing a larger slice of the cake. The 
Commonwealth Grants Commission 
has responsibility for recommending 
allocations to the government. The 
Commission does this using what is 
called a “horizontal fi scal allocation” 
formula. This takes into account a 

particular state or territory’s capacity 
to raise revenue and its expenditure 
needs which depend on such things 
as population, geographical dispersion 
of population, Indigenous population, 
etc. The stronger state economies 
support the weaker ones.

The aim is to ensure all states 
have the capacity to provide a similar 
level of service.

For example, for years Western 
Australia received a higher proportion 
than warranted on population alone. 
But since the big mining boom and 
increased intake in mining royal-
ties, its share has been reduced. WA 
Premier Colin Barnett was one of the 
premiers campaigning strongly for the 
review. He claims that the state will 
only receive 68 cents of each dollar of 
GST raised in his state this fi nancial 
year. Barnett is calling for a simple 
formula based on population.

Queensland, another state that 
has had a booming mining industry, 
also wants a larger slice of the cake. 
Victorian Treasurer Kim Wells wants 
urgent action as it faces a smaller 
share of GST takings (down from 
23.4 to 22.5 percent) next year under 
the Commission’s latest allocations.

Tasmania with a smaller and 
weaker economy fears that it will 
be hit by the review. NSW has been 
relatively quiet with around 30.9 
percent of takings – at present around 
$50 billion per annum.

Failed states model
Gillard is looking at a radical 

change in approach. She claims that 
the present model “penalises eco-
nomic growth” (eg WA) while “under-
performance in service delivery and 
economic growth can be rewarded” 
(eg NSW). “States should not be put 
in the position where they can be 
penalised for investing in economic 
growth and improved service deliv-
ery,” Gillard said.

“States should have an incentive 
to invest in economic reform; they 
shouldn’t be unfairly punished for 
success.” Gillard said she wanted a 
new formula to give more incentives 
for states to make reforms.

The review panel, former NSW 
Liberal Premier Nick Greiner, for-
mer Labor Premier of Victoria John 

Brumby and corporate solvency 
expert Bruce Carter, have been given 
terms of reference that could turn 
the current equalisation model on 
its head.

In particular, they have been 
told to take into account “effi ciency, 
including … reform, service delivery 
and investment decisions to best meet 
the requirements for growth.”

The term “effi ciency” is code 
for reducing costs by such means as 
sacking public servants, holding down 
wages; cutting services; contracting 
out to contractors that use cheaper, 
non-union labour; charging more for 
services; etc.

“Reforms” include privatisation; 
industry deregulation; and reductions 
in taxations on businesses.

The investment decisions refer 
to such things as giving the go-
ahead to developers for new proj-
ects; giving approval to the opening 
of new coal mines; subsidies to the 
corporate sector; building of new 
infrastructure in partnership with 
the private sector.

The likes of NSW’s new Liberal 
Party premier Barry O’Farrell with 
his plans to sack thousands of public 
servants and get stuck into the trade 
unions should do well out of the new 
model envisaged by Gillard.

The model is a classic neo-liberal 
import of some of the worst, failed 
practices in the US where it has been 
used in education, where “failed” 
schools are punished with less funding 
or taken over by the corporate sector. 
Gillard is attempting to apply this 
approach to the public hospital system 
through casemix, where hospitals that 
churn the most patients through at the 
fastest and cheapest rate are rewarded 
with higher payments.

There are calls from some busi-
ness sectors and economists for the 
GST to be increased. This is outside 
the terms of reference of the review 
panel, but could well raise its ugly 
head at the taxation summit later 
this year.

The panel are due to hand down 
an interim report to the Treasurer by 
February 2012 and a fi nal report by 
September 2012. The aim is for the 
new system to come into force in 
2013-14 – after the next elections. 

GST – A tax for the rich, 
a tax on working people

A senior Chinese representative said at a Canberra semi-
nar that “outdated” highly polluting companies in China will be 
charged more for their electricity usage as part of a push to slow 
down the growth of greenhouse emissions. China is often pre-
sented as the biggest polluter in the world. Facts and fi gures 
actually paint a slightly different picture and great efforts are 
being made to cut down on pollution and harmful emissions. A 
recently published report by the US Pew Environment Group 
says that China tops clean energy investments. It remains the 
leading investor in low-carbon energy technology. The Chinese 
invested US$54.4 billion last year, up from US$39.1 billion in 
2009 in clean energy. While the USA saw investment increase 
by 51 percent to US$34.4 billion, it still slipped from second to 
third in the ranking, behind Germany’s US$41.2 billion. The 
report outlined that as well as attracting most investment, China 
was also the world’s leading producer of wind turbines and solar 
energy units. “Nations like China, Germany and India, which all 
saw increases, were attractive to fi nanciers because they have 
national policies that create long-term certainty for investors”.

Aboriginal communities serve as guinea-pigs for Australia’s 
social services, it seems. Work-for-the-dole was fi rst introduced 
there and then spread into the rest of the community; income 
management was fi rst started in remote communities and then 
Labor extended income management to all “vulnerable” people 
in the Territory regardless of race in July 2010 in an attempt to 
ensure its controversial intervention into remote Aboriginal com-
munities complied with the Racial Discrimination Act. Now the 
Northern Territory’s Gerry Woods has called on Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard (who is planning to visit some Aboriginal commu-
nities) to end welfare payments altogether. Instead, welfare 
payment should be given to community organisations that pro-
vide jobs. Mr Woods heads a powerful committee of MPs that 
review NT government decisions. He also called for governments 
to allow controlled drinking of alcohol in remote Aboriginal com-
munities – something that particularly women had been fi ghting 
hard against. Providing real jobs and services would be more 
benefi cial than punitive measures and half-baked schemes.

The previous Labor government in NSW ditched plans to 
ban people under the age of 30 from using tanning beds 
in its last days. Cancer specialists are disappointed that a 
mild modifi cation in the industry which causes deaths of 
43 people each year from melanoma has been cancelled. 
They are hoping that the new Liberal government will rise 
to the challenge and introduce the necessary changes.

Australia

Part of the protest in Sydney last weekend against the attack on Libya.
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Joan Coxsedge
Address, Unitarian Church, Melbourne

To say we are living in dangerous times is 
an understatement. Despite its economic 
decline, we are still dominated by the aggres-
sive mendacious US of A, which sees every 
country as either a target or a landing strip 
and we’re a landing strip. If you shut your 
eyes and pointed to a map of the world, 
you’d be bound to lob on a place where 
the White House has sent in the army. It’s 
called a “leaning forward” policy. With a 
bit of luck they might lean so far forward, 
they’ll fall fl at on their face.

But Washington hasn’t drawn breath after 
destroying Iraq on the basis of a deliberate lie, a 
re-run of its 1991 lie to justify Gulf War 1 when 
Iraq was accused of invading Kuwait, despite 
Saddam Hussein getting the green light from 
the US Ambassador to Kuwait, April Glaspie, 
after a long, frank and detailed conversation 
with her about the way Kuwait was cheating 
on OPEC production quotas.

The 17-page transcript of the meeting was 
released by Iraq but it seems to have fallen down 
the memory hole. Along with the “Dead Kuwaiti 
babies” yarn put out by US Public Relations 
fi rm Hill and Knowlton on behalf of Kuwait’s 
corrupt al-Sabah clique when Iraqi soldiers 
were alleged to have removed Kuwaiti babies 
from their incubators leaving them to die on the 
hospital fl oor. Later it turned out that the star 
witness spruiking her lies to the US Congress 
was the daughter of the Kuwaiti Ambassador 
to Washington, but the damage was done and 
Congress overwhelmingly supported war.

Down the same deep hole, Washington’s 
relationship with Saudi Arabia, where it was 
claimed most of the 9/11 terrorists came from, 
but wasn’t touched because the Saudis were 
“friends”. A friendship that peaked in 1991 when 
the Pentagon sold the Saudis US$21 billion of 
military hardware back when Osama bin Laden 
was a “freedom fi ghter” learning his trade from 
the CIA at the US School of the Americas. 9/11. 
The offi cial line is a load of bull.

It simply doesn’t stack up but whether we’ll 
ever know what really happened is extremely 
unlikely given the high stakes involved. What 
we do know is that the main players, the neo-
cons, have a long history of lies and corruption 
and are capable of anything to implement their 
far-right agenda.

They were certainly quick off the mark to 
use 9/11 to take away our freedoms in their 
phoney “war on terror”, a catch-all to crimi-
nalise dissent and which swiftly evolved into a 
world-wide assault against all forms of political 
action. And use their wars in the Middle East 
to restructure the entire region to suit itself and 
Israel, thereby consolidating their control over 
the oil-rich Persian Gulf.

The crude way to murder history is to 
lie, but offi cial lies are far more than blatant 
falsehoods. They include subjects that have 
been ignored; they include the hypocrisies, the 
misleading emphases and hidden biases that 
systematically shape our view of the world. One 
of the most effective devices is to set the limits 
of discourse, a standard practice in mainstream 
reporting where the “big four” Western news 
agencies control 90 percent of international news 
– a form of information imperialism – ensuring 
that unacceptable truths are banished from our 
minds. This using “consensus” and “objectivity” 
to stifl e debate, so that anyone falling outside 
the proscribed limits will either be ignored 
altogether or labelled “extremist” by the same 
mob which slavishly follows Washington’s 
extremist dictates.

Bogeymen
Capitalism always needs a bogeyman. One 

hundred years ago, it was anarchists and then 
it was communists, but when the Soviet Union 
hit the wall, anti-communism blended into anti-
terrorism without so much as a hiccup, even 
though defi ning a terrorist depends entirely on 
the political climate of the day and your point 
of view. Today, we’re being conditioned to 
fear Muslims, Afghanis, Iranians, Chinese and 
North Koreans.

When you take into account that the US is 
by far the most militarised nation in the world 
– the Pentagon’s offi cial budget for military/
security expenditures is an obscene US$1,000 

billion or one trillion dollars – and has armed 
its Middle East “allies” (and beyond) to the 
teeth, its condemnation of the rise of Iranian 
and North Korean military power is hypocritical 
in the extreme. Try this for double-speak: Iraqi 
Kurds are “victims” whereas Turkish Kurds are 
“terrorists” because Washington needed Turkey 
as a “friend”.

Always at the ready to “persuade” us, the 
ruling elite and media, are expert at news con-
trol to make rotten policies saleable. In case 
we need more persuading, the spin-doctors get 
to work and turn truth inside out, exactly as 
George Orwell predicted. “Reform” is a real 
doozy. It now means the expropriation of public 
services by private crooks, along with massive 
sackings and abolition of human services. 
“Democracy” means rampaging out-of-control 
capitalism. “Freedom” means B52s dropping 
their latest horror weaponry on anything that 
moves. “Collateral damage” is Pentagonese to 
conceal the number of civilians killed, along 
with “friendly fi re”, which is anything but. To 
complete the Orwellian picture, we get peace 
through war and nuclear disarmament through 
nuclear armament.

In this madhouse, weapons industry lunatics 
call lasers, stun guns and a variety of gases 
“non-lethal humane tools of restraint”, all of 
them enthusiastically embraced by police forces 
everywhere. “Globalisation” is another pet label 
the media dishes up as if it is natural and inevi-
table, when it was a deliberate contrivance by 
multinational interests to undermine organised 
labour, consumer and environmental regula-
tions, putting an ever-greater concentration of 
political/economic power in the hands of the 
international investment class.

Stage-menaged
Carefully stage-managed photo-opportuni-

ties are beamed around the world, like the rent-
a-crowd in Baghdad cheering as the statue of 
Saddam Hussein was torn down by a US tank, 
when a wide-angled shot of the square revealed 
a deserted ruined city with a very small group 
of people in a corner acting for the cameras. A 
scam organised by a PR company called the 
Rendon Group, employed by the Pentagon to 
manipulate the news about its illegitimate inva-
sion. It’s an image you’ll see again and again.

According to Associated Press, the Pentagon 
spends more than US$4.7 billion on public 
relations, which they call “information domi-
nance”. Their PR people are called “information 
warriors” and General Petraeus calls colonial 
campaigns “wars of perception” with “narrative” 
their latest buzzword because it means bugger-
all. The Pentagon’s “narrative” says that the Iraq 
War was won and that Afghanistan is a “good 
war”. That neither is true is beside the point 
because they promote the “grand narrative” of a 
constant threat and the need for permanent war.

And what we think of as the “world of enter-
tainment” is really a powerful communications 
propaganda network owned and controlled by 
a handful of transnational corporations whose 
main function is to make a profi t for investors 
and manipulate the political climate in favour of 
ongoing corporate domination. By 1936, all the 
major Hollywood fi lm studios had come under 
the control of either the Morgan or Rockefeller 
empires. Today, while the majors no longer 
dominate production, the proliferation of inde-
pendent production doesn’t guarantee support 
for independent ideas, because the major studios 
and their corporate sponsors and banks still 
fi nance most of the promotion and distribution.

Literally hundreds of fi lms are made that 
never see the light of day, because they lack 
“commercial viability” or are considered “politi-
cally controversial”. The ones that creep through 
usually have to be toned down, rewritten and 
loaded with stars to have a hope of getting 
any funding and will get less publicity and 
distribution than some banal counterpart or one 
promoting violence.

But behind the façade of entertainment is 
serious politics, bearing in mind that the US is 
engaged militarily in 75 countries and has some 
900 military bases across the world, many at 
the gateway to the source of fossil fuels. Think 
Exmouth in Western Australia where Gillard 
recently agreed to the latest US spy base. Great 
timing, just after WikiLeaks released its fi rst 
batch of documents revealing an extraordinary 

level of offi cially sanctioned brutality. The 
Pentagon can rage all it likes but the documents 
prove what was previously only suspected: 
the mass torture, the shooting of civilians, the 
appalling use of air power against family homes 
and the hordes of vicious American and British 
mercenaries let loose on the people.

They also confi rmed that the Americans 
trained death squads, modelled on their 
brutal counterinsurgency tactics pioneered 
in El Salvador, where torture was the norm. 
Predictably, the powers-that-be are going after 
the whistleblower and not those who’ve com-
mitted the war crimes.

What is said about fi lm is equally true of 
television, especially in this country, which has 
the narrowest range of media diversity in the 
Western world, with our commercial outlets 
swamped with the Hollywood product. Is it any 
wonder that racism, xenophobia and religious 
and ethnic hatreds are on the rise everywhere, 
pitting one against the other – a highly effec-
tive way to distract people from recognising the 
common enemy so we can unite and fi ght it.

Cant and hypocrisy
Like our media, cant and hypocrisy domi-

nate our parliaments. Terms like budget defi cits, 
trade imbalances and international credit ratings 
get bandied about as if they’re neutral and not a 
right-wing ideological construct. Moronic politi-
cians seem to believe that once they are elected 
all they have to do is massage the media and put 
out slick press releases on behalf of international 
fi nance capital to convince the electorate that 
what they are doing is “good” for us.

Every single day, cascades of words are 
spewed out – jargon, euphemisms, acronyms 
and assorted inanities, a gormless shorthand 
of contemporary propaganda to confuse and 
conceal which gets inside people’s heads and 
turns our brains to mush, but is rarely chal-
lenged. The illusion is that we have access to 
lots of information. The reality is that we have 
access to lots of media to which unrestricted 
information is unwelcome, even seen as a threat.

Freedom of the press belongs to the per-
son who owns one, like media mogul Rupert 
Murdoch who uses public opinion polls to 
create instability and undermine those he wants 
to displace, terrifying politicians, too afraid 
of his global clout to challenge his far-right 
agenda. As long as Gillard delivers, she might 
survive, but you’d need a very long spoon to 
sup at Murdoch’s table. He is the kingpin of 
misinformation, ever ready to muzzle demo-
cratic debate. Offering calories without any 
nutrients, brilliantly serving the international 
ruling class. Unfortunately, he’s not alone. 
Mainstream media are now so embedded with 
the establishment they’ve become what Brecht 
called “the spokesmen of the spokesmen”, an 
echo chamber for authority.

Labor or Liberal, they stand at Newscorp’s 
lecterns, pledging an obedient administration 
after being wined and dined. Like Julia Gillard, 
whose “role model” and “gold standard” for 
Australia is Bob Hawke, God help us. The Silver 
Bodgie who, during his reign, threw cold water 
on the struggles of working Australians while 
overseeing a meteoric rise of property sharks, 
mineral barons and tax avoiders. Hawke’s 
heart always belonged to the big end of town 
and, with Treasurer Paul Keating, eliminated 
the most equitable spread of personal income 
in the world.  

Gillard’s capitulation
Within days of her coup, Gillard swiftly 

capitulated to the mining companies, grovelled 
to Obama and upheld our long tradition of fi ght-
ing other people’s wars by agreeing to vastly 
increase the presence of US troops on our soil. 
Her partner, Tim Matheson, is now a “rising 
star” in real estate, working for Albert Dadon, 
head of the Australia Israel Leadership Forum, 
who arranges tours of Israel for politicians and 
journalists. A 40-member delegation – the largest 
ever, comprising 17 ministers, assorted MPs, 
senators and journalists – is leaving for Israel 
in December and not meeting any Palestinian 
representative.

The PR industry didn’t really take off until 
the end of WW2 when it played a decisive role 
in shaping the Cold War. The chairman of the 
US National Association of Manufacturers said, 

“Only the tools of the PR industry are power-
ful enough to stem the current drift towards 
socialism” before unleashing a huge campaign, 
distributing millions of pamphlets as part of “an 
extensive indoctrination program” and where 
propaganda sent to schools amounted to 50 
percent spent on textbooks. By the early 1950s, 
20 million Americans a week were watching 
business-sponsored fi lms where unions were 
portrayed as the enemy, the outsider disrupting 
the “harmony of the American way of life”.

The US labour movement seemed unable 
to counter the vicious campaign. The decades 
rolled on and so did the anti-worker propaganda 
by corporate America to change the attitudes and 
values of workers and convert worker apathy 
into corporate allegiance. The campaigns were 
so successful that the US Congress was able to 
ram through reactionary measures opposed by 
large numbers of ordinary people who were 
then left feeling fearful, furious and impotent. 
Unfortunately, for the rest of us – along with 
Coca Cola and McDonald’s – it’s a malaise 
that traversed the world and which we caught.

Brave voices
A few brave voices spoke out. One was 

George Seldes, whose weekly newsletter In 
Fact ran from 1940 to 1950, and is still dan-
gerous because he revealed how the ruling 
elites in the US – the Rockefellers, Morgans 
and DuPonts – wrecked UN attempts to end 
the Cold War and how their Wall Street-fascist 
alliance drove Germany’s pre-war re-armament, 
profi ting treasonably via wartime trade. And how 
they planned the post-war American Century, 
abandoning genuine de-Nazifi cation in favour 
of German re-armament, the same year that 
marked the State Department’s full-on scare 
campaigns using the Soviet Menace to stampede 
public acceptance of permanent re-armament.

Seldes paid a high price. He was vapor-
ised into a non-person with a total blackout 
of his work, deemed “unfi t to print” despite 
brilliant exposés and 20 books, leaving the 
public’s primary source of intelligence on 
Soviet military intentions coming from the 
CIA-recruited Gehlen Organisation, Hitler’s 
Eastern Front intelligence service. In 1983, I met 
Christopher Simpson while doing some research 
in Washington DC. Simpson wrote Blowback, 
which gave a full account of America’s recruit-
ment of Nazis and Nazi collaborators in Europe 
and its disastrous effect on US domestic and 
foreign policy, contributing to Cold War hysteria.

American PR fi rms are a vital arm of US 
foreign policy. Hill and Knowlton worked 
for the al-Sabahs in Kuwait and “looked 
after” Indonesia, but even they baulked after 
Indonesian troops killed hundreds of unarmed 
peaceful demonstrators in Dili. But another 
American PR mob, Burston-Marstellar imme-
diately stepped into the breach, stating that “we 
are proud to be associated with the government 
of Indonesia, because it is one of the great suc-
cess stories of the developing world”.

Under Suharto, Indonesia successfully 
slaughtered a million Indonesians suspected of 
communist tendencies and successfully commit-
ted genocide against the East Timorese – while 
we looked the other way and to our shame, 
held joint training exercises with their vicious 

Lies of Our Time
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Karpassus military unit and signed away East 
Timor’s oil. Remember the photo of Foreign 
Minister Evans toasting the Timor Gap Treaty 
with his Indonesian counterpart, Ali Alitas?

When Yugoslavia’s borders started to 
crumble in 1992, a volunteer aid worker, Steve 
Watts, spread a story that Serbian snipers were 
paid $300 for every child they killed, a lie that 
traversed the world and was run in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, embellished in Croatia-Bosnia, but 
was born in the United States after an article by 
Muslim journalist Irtse Zortic appeared in the 
Croatian media with little or no substantiation 
before being beamed out on Croatian radio.

It seems the yarn came from an earlier fax 
message from the offi ces of Ruder Finn Global 
Public Affairs, paid to look after public relations 
for the governments of Croatia and Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Ruder Finn chief, James Harff, 
bragged on French TV2 how he used hundreds 
of journalists, politicians and academics to create 
public opinion. “Speed is vital”, he said. “Our 
job is not to verify information … it’s the fi rst 
assertion that counts. Later denials are entirely 
ineffective”.

Back in 1978, we had an explosion outside 
the Hilton Hotel, where a Commonwealth Heads 
of Government meeting was taking place, 
which is still referred to as a “terrorist bomb”. 
It wasn’t. The only terrorists who could have 
got within a bull’s roar of the place were the 
security agencies themselves and the “bomb” 
was sticks of gelignite that were meant to be 
found, but were accidentally caught up in the 
compactor of a Sydney rubbish truck that came 
along causing them to explode, killing the two 
garbos and injuring a policeman who later died.

Despite no one claiming responsibility, the 
media ran screaming headlines about a “terrorist 
attack”, which led to a travesty of justice when 
three young men were framed in a shameful 
conspiracy resulting in a 16-year jail sentence 
after two rigged trials and dodgy inquest, serv-
ing seven years before they were pardoned and 
compensated. At that time, not coincidentally, 
Malcolm Fraser was about to introduce new 
savage laws for ASIO in a political climate that 
was heading in the wrong direction. No one in 
authority ask the vital question, who stood to 
gain? Certainly not the Labor Opposition, which 
was mute, scared of being labelled “terrorist”.

In-your-face capitalism
By 1992, with no Soviet Union, competi-

tion for our hearts and minds was over and Big 
Capital was unleashed. Capitalism with a human 
face became capitalism in your face, shifting the 
centre of political gravity sharply to the right and 
sailing perilously close to Mussolini’s defi nition 
of fascism – the merger of a militarist state with 
corporate might. In a further twist, rather than 
helping left movements and governments fi ght 
imperialism, former socialist countries joined 
NATO and sent armed units to participate in 
US-inspired military interventions, naturally in 
the name of peace, democracy, counterterrorism 
and humanitarianism.

Just imagine what would happen if our 
mainstream media gave us a daily run-down 
about the real global role of the US since 
WW2; that it has been a nation constantly at 
war. Upfront ones in Korea, Cuba, Vietnam, 

Nicaragua, El Salvador, Grenada, Panama, 
Kosovo, Colombia, Afghanistan, Gulf Wars 1 
and 2, and covert ones waged by the CIA and 
“front” outfi ts against any nation or group not 
to its liking, which would fi ll a small book.

In Australia, the CIA’s Nugan Hand Bank 
(it was really a laundry for washing “dirty” 
money) replaced the equally dirty Castle Bank, 
and when Nugan imploded, up bobbed the Bank 
of Commerce and Credit International. When 
the CIA became too visible, US Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger set up the National 
Endowment for Democracy (NED) and used 
Reporters Without Borders and Human Rights 
Watch against groups and nations not to its 
liking. And used many, many others.

The Whitlam government was ousted in 
a constitutional coup in 1975 because he dis-
played smidgins of independence and Cuba was 
monstered because it won a genuine people’s 
revolution. Hot war after hot war, interspersed 
with secret wars and death squads whenever 
peace looked like breaking out. Surrounding all 
of them, the continuing war of Western culture 
against the biodiversity of this planet, exempli-
fi ed by giant chemical manufacturer Monsanto.

And we’re supposed to believe that the 
Soviet Union and former Eastern Bloc countries 
collapsed as a matter of course when from day 
one, they were assailed from within and without 
by so-called “coloured” uprisings, whose “lead-
ers” were given massive handouts and special-
ised training, with the National Endowment for 
Democracy in the forefront.

The role of George Soros
Apart from covert outfi ts doing what they 

do, there are major players like self-styled 
philanthropist George Soros, the billionaire 
who invented the hedge fund rort. In 1997, he 
ruined the Thai economy, hurt our own and 
almost brought down the Bank of England after 
making a billion dollars in one day’s specula-
tion, but whose main task apart from enriching 
himself is, in his own words, to become the 
anti-communist conscience of the world.

Soros foundations run Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, with Soros a leading fi gure on 
the US Council of Foreign Relations, the World 
Economic Forum and Human Rights Watch. 
He founded the Open Society Institute and the 
International Crisis Group, once headed by 
Gareth Evans, and works openly with the US 
Institute of Peace – an overt arm of the CIA. 
George Soros is also a partner in the notorious 
Carlyle Group, the world’s largest private equity 
fi rm that makes most of its money from arms 
dealings. I could go on and on about his malign 
infl uence, about the way he targeted the Russian 
education system, ran anti-communist seminars 
with Czechs, Serbs, Romanians, Hungarians, 
Croatians, Bosnians and Kosavars, and used his 
funds to undermine Haiti’s fi rst elected leader, 
Jean- Bertrand Aristide. But enough of him.

The most important thing is what we can 
do to counter the lies and misrepresentations, 
creating so much ignorance, prejudice and 
apathy. At the very least, we must write, speak 
out, and share our information with others, using 
alternative publications and resources, using the 
internet. But above all, we must not be silenced.
The Beacon 

To complete the Orwellian picture, 
we get peace through war and 
nuclear disarmament through 

nuclear armament.

The illusion is that we have access 
to lots of information. The reality is 

that we have access to lots of media 
to which unrestricted information is 
unwelcome, even seen as a threat.

A 40-member delegation – the 
largest ever, comprising 17 ministers, 

assorted MPs, senators and journalists 
– is leaving for Israel in December 

and not meeting any Palestinian 
representative.
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A strike by teachers in the Central 
American nation of Honduras 
has led to a confrontation with 
the right-wing government of 
President Porfi rio Lobo. Soldiers 
and police seized and jailed 19 
teachers and a few others on 
March 24 for demonstrating 
against education privatisation. 
Their jail stay may be prolonged. 
The magistrate in charge of 
arraignments refuses to inspect 
police reports, and police offi cials 
stormed though judicial offi ces 
demanding the prisoners’ referral 
to a court for political cases.

On March 26, the National Front 
of Popular Resistance (FHRP), which 
has been fi ghting for the democratisa-
tion of Honduran society and politics 
since the June 2009 right-wing coup 
d’état, called for “freedom for politi-
cal prisoners”.

For two weeks, thousands of 
teachers had protested in the streets 
against privatisation. Dozens have 
been wounded and many jailed. 
A police tear gas cartridge hit a 
leading activist teacher, Ilse Ivania 
Velásquez, in the face, killing her. 
At one point, police swept into the 
National Autonomous University to 
block students from joining demon-
strators outside. Students resisted. 
Several were seriously wounded. At 
various times, police releasing tear gas 
and wielding clubs attacked teachers 
gathered in schools.

On March 25 in Tegucigalpa, 
students’ parents assembled to 
discuss repression unleashed by 
soldiers and police on a daily basis. 
Afterwards they demonstrated in the 
street, only to be met with police 

clubs and tear gas. Meanwhile 
President Porfi rio Lobo was deliver-
ing to the Army’s anti-bomb squad 
two automobiles fi tted out with 
anti-terrorist gear. 

Teachers and the FNRP organised 
a motor vehicle caravan of protest 
through Tegucigalpa streets. A nurses’ 
group announced they too would soon 
be protesting.

Soldiers captured youths, incar-
cerating them in the basement of 
a military offi ce building despite 
constitutional prohibitions on using 
homes, and “special installations” 
to house prisoners. On March 21, 
police using clubs and tear gas 
assaulted 13 reporters at a demon-
stration, pursuing them with tanks 
and destroying cameras. One of the 
reporters credited the police with 
“establishing attacks on reporters 
as normal”. During 18 months of 
President Lobo’s regime, ten report-
ers have been murdered.

Also on the eventful March 25, 
Honduran human rights activists 
and representatives of an interna-
tional human rights mission were in 
Washington, DC, testifying before 
the Inter American Commission on 
Human Rights. The latter group of 
human rights and religious activists, 
and lawyers, had recently toured 
Honduras, interviewing human rights 
defenders and victims.

In Washington, Marcia Aguiluz 
and other lawyers sought a declara-
tion by the Commission calling for 
protection of basic rights in Honduras 
and identifying the government as 
responsible for violating rights to 
legal guarantees, free expression, free 
association, and judicial protection. 
The lawyers sought support for their 
demand that four judges dismissed 

for protesting President Zelaya’s 
forced removal from power be rein-
stated. The main issues presented to 
the Commission were criminalisation 
of human rights defenders, lack of 
judicial independence, and dispropor-
tionate use of force against civilians.

The International Mission brought 
developments in Honduras’ Bajo 
Aguan region before both the full 
Commission and its specialist on 
Honduras, Felipe Gonzalez. In Bajo 
Aguan, agribusiness impresarios are 
taking over large tracts of land to 
establish African palm plantations for 
biofuel production. In a press report 
issued earlier in March, the Mission 
condemned the killings of 19 Bajo 
Aguan peasants since January 2010, 
along with rampant kidnapping, tor-
ture, sexual abuse and beatings; and 

displacement of small farmers and 
their families.

Coalition of Relatives of 
Disappeared Detainees in Honduras 
leader Bertha Oliva called upon 
the Commission to take a stand “to 
preserve the lives of hundreds of 
Hondurans living under a repres-
sive regime.” She brought up death 
threats against leaders of the FNRP, 
denounced persecution of gay people 
and journalists, and protested army 
and police violence.

Honduran human rights advo-
cates were on hand in mid-March in 
Geneva to provide the United Nations 
Human Rights Council with follow-
up information required through the 
initial phase of its “Universal Periodic 
Examination” on Honduras instituted 
in November, 2010.

The government on March 27 
announced “the application of strong 
sanctions against teachers not return-
ing to classes,” including suspensions 
up to a year without pay. The state-
ment characterised both teachers’ 
groups and organisations associated 
with the FNRP as “vandals”, accus-
ing them of infi ltrating state security 
forces and causing violence.

The FNRP has announced 
a “Great National Civic Work 
Stoppage”. The object, “in each 
department, municipality, and vil-
lage [is] to paralyse the whole coun-
try: highways, public institutions, 
schools, and colleges.” The notice 
says, “Pardon the inconvenience. We 
are fi ghting to build a new country!”
People’s World 

Honduran teachers’ protests 
trigger repression, fight-back

Police arresting protestors.

The hypocrisy of the West’s 
“humanitarian interventions”
Peter Lavelle 

Our post-Cold political lexicon 
has become not only useless, but 
also absurd. The United States, its 
NATO allies and a number of non-
democratic (even anti-democratic) 
Arab regime puppets of the west 
have plunged the world into 
another misguided war – this time 
in Libya. This was possible due to a 
relatively new and dangerous inter-
national legal oxymoron known as 
“humanitarian intervention”.

What started as an internation-
al mission to protect anti-Gaddafi  
civilians, under the guise of a 
no-fl y zone over Libya, is quickly 
turning into a full-scale war. 
There are signs that Washington 
may start arming Libyan rebels 
in a confl ict that resembles a civil 
war neither side can win on the 
ground. This would be still another 
violation of the United Nations 
Security Council’s Resolution 
1973. This is an all-important sign 
that a “humanitarian intervention” 
is taking on a toxic life of its own.

I will not recount here the 
failures of “humanitarian inter-
ventions” in Kosovo, Iraq and 
other places and people who never 
deserved a visit from the US mili-
tary. This paradigm is being played 
out in Libya now. A regime and its 
leader are identifi ed for destruction 

and/or removal by the West and 
its “coalition of the willing”. The 
leader, in this case Muammar 
Gaddafi , undergoes a sudden PR 
hatchet job and is portrayed as evil 
and illegitimate.

A month ago Gaddafi  was a 
dictatorial tyrant, but legitimate 
enough to be embraced by Western 
leaders, particularly by Europeans 
like France’s Nicolas Sarkozy and 
Italy’s Silvio Berlusconi. At the 
same time, Western allies in the 
Arab world, like Saudi Arabia, 
crush a truly democratic and legiti-
mate protest movement in Bahrain. 
But there is no mention of a 
humanitarian intervention there.

And let’s not forget the misery 
of the folks in the Ivory Coast, 
where there is no humanity and 
no intervention. In these cases it 
would appear that Western values 
do not apply.

Being accused of waging 
aggressive wars is a reputation 
the West is loathed to admit. This 
is why the West wages war in 
the name of the “right to protect” 
doctrine and the spreading of “our 
values”.

To prove my point, anti-
Gaddafi  rebels are called demo-
cratic in Western media and in the 
corridors of power in Washington 
and Europe. But where are their 
democratic virtues on display? 

What I see is armed men killing 
their own countrymen. Western 
sponsored “humanitarian interven-
tion” always picks a side – and 
the winning side does what it 
pleases. This is one of the unspo-
ken spin-offs of “humanitarian 
interventionism”.

The west’s doctrine of 
“humanitarian intervention” most 
assuredly means Gaddafi  will 
eventually be killed. Gaddafi  is 
stuck between the rhetoric of “he 
has to go” and “we aren’t aiming 
for regime change.”

The doctrine of “humanitarian 
intervention” does not allow for 
negotiations – it is a doctrine that 
is played out as a zero-sum game. 
Remember, Western values are 
absolute and should never be ques-
tioned, particularly when the West 
will enforce its values on anyone it 
wants, backed up with overwhelm-
ing military power.

I have watched closely all 
23 wars and/or military confl icts 
the US has been involved since 
the end of the Soviet Union and 
the Cold War. Almost all have 
been rationalised or legitimised as 
humane and in the name of “supe-
rior Western values”. Western 
leaders and western mainstream 
media tell us we live in a world 
where war is now humane.
Moscow Times 

South African tyre 
workers stand strong
Thee International Federation 
of Chemical, Energy, Mine and 
General Workers’ Union (ICEM), 
a Geneva, Switzerland-based 
global union federation repre-
senting rubber workers across 
the world, have announced that 
it will lend its full support to the 
National Union of Metalworkers 
of South Africa (NUMSA) in its 
fi ght to keep Bridgestone South 
Africa compelled to a wage 
agreement negotiated in the New 
Tyre Manufacturing Employers’ 
Industry Association (NTMEIA).

South African management of 
the Japanese-based company locked 
out 1,200 members of NUMSA 
at two former Firestone tyre 
producing plants, Brits and Port 
Elizabeth, on March 22. At issue is 
Bridgestone South Africa’s defi ance 
of a South African Commission 

for Conciliation, Mediation, and 
Arbitration judgment that the tyre 
manufacturer is bound to the wage 
terms contained in a three-year col-
lective agreement that was negotiat-
ed between NUMSA and NTMEIA 
that ended a 30-day strike against 
four tyre producers in September 
2010.

The ICEM will support 
NUMSA as it ramps up a campaign 
against Bridgestone inside South 
Africa. And it will take that cam-
paign into Bridgestone tyre plants 
from Japan and throughout Asia, 
to Europe and in North and South 
America. The ICEM is adamant 
that wage rates negotiated by the 
NTMEIA for 4,000 other rubber 
workers at Continental, Goodyear, 
and Apollo-Dunlop factories in 
South Africa also be instituted at 
Bridgestone’s two factories. 
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Three of the six nuclear reactors at 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant 
have partially melted down and 
highly toxic plutonium is seeping 
into the soil outside. Plutonium is 
less volatile than other radioactive 
elements like iodine or cesium, but 
it’s also more deadly.

According to Businessweek, 
“When plutonium decays, it emits 
what is known as an alpha particle, a 
relatively big particle that carries a lot 
of energy. When an alpha particle hits 
body tissue, it can damage the DNA 
of a cell and lead to a cancer-causing 
mutation.” If plutonium leaches into 
groundwater or pristine aquifers, 
the threat to public health and the 
environment will be extreme. This 
is an excerpt from an article in the 
UK Guardian:

“The radioactive core in a reactor 
at the crippled Fukushima nuclear 
power plant appears to have melted 
through the bottom of its containment 
vessel and on to a concrete fl oor, 
experts say, raising fears of a major 
release of radiation at the site. The 
warning follows an analysis by a 
leading US expert of radiation levels 
at the plant....

“Richard Lahey, who was head 
of safety research for boiling-water 
reactors at General Electric when 
the company installed the units at 
Fukushima, said workers at the site 
appeared to have ‘lost the race’ to 
save the reactor...”

It also appears that underground 
tunnels at the facility have been 
fl ooded with radioactive water that 
contains high concentrations of cae-
sium-137. A considerable amount of 
the water has made its way to the sea 
where samples show the levels of 
contamination steadily rising. This is 
from the Wall Street Journal:

“Levels of radiation in the ocean 
next to the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant have surged to record 
highs, the government said, as opera-
tors try to deal with large amounts 
of radioactive water – the unwanted 
by-product of operations to cool the 
reactors.

“The Nuclear and Industrial 
Safety Agency said water taken 
from the monitoring location for the 
troubled reactors Nos. 1 to 4 had 
3,355 times the permitted concentra-
tion of iodine-131. That is the highest 
yet recorded at the sampling location, 
which is 330 meters south of the 
reactors’ discharge outlet.” All fi shing 
has been banned in the vicinity as the 
toxins pose a danger to human health.

The Japanese government’s chief 
spokesman, Yukio Edano, issued a 

public statement admitting that the 
situation at Fukushima is progres-
sively getting worse with no end in 
sight. “We are not yet in a situation 
where we can say when we will have 
this under control,” said Edano. In 
other words, the emergency effort 
is failing.

The fact that Japan is experi-
encing the biggest environmental 
catastrophe in history explains 
why the media has been trying so 
hard to divert the public’s attention 
to Obama’s military adventure in 
Libya. But it hasn’t worked; all eyes 
are locked on Fukushima where the 
crisis continues to get more precari-
ous by the day. News anchors assure 
their viewers that they are only being 
exposed to “safe levels of radioac-
tivity”, but people aren’t buying it. 
They’ve seen the comparisons to 
Chernobyl and made their own judge-
ments. Here is an excerpt from an 
article in Counterpunch that gives a 
thumbnail sketch of the human costs 
of the meltdown at Chernobyl:

“The health effects of the 
Chernobyl accident are massive 
and demonstrable. They have been 
studied by many research groups in 
Russia, Belarus and the Ukraine, in 
the USA, Greece, Germany, Sweden, 
Switzerland and Japan. The scientifi c 
peer reviewed literature is enormous. 
The result: more than a million people 
have died between 1986 and 2004 as 
a direct result of Chernobyl.”

One million dead, that’s the bot-
tom line.

It is all bad, which is why the 
nuclear industry needs stooges in 
the media to soft-peddle the news. 
Because, in truth, what they’re selling 

is a noxious stew of irradiated poison 
that kills and maims people while 
causing incalculable damage to the 
environment. That is why industry 
bigwigs have turned to their friends 
at the EPA to loosen regulations so 
that the radioactive material that’s 
presently showering down on the 
US falls within EPA safety standards. 
Here’s a clip from Washington’s Blog 
that explains what’s going on behind 
the public’s back:

“....the EPA is considering dras-
tically raising the amount of allow-
able radiation in food, water and the 
environment.”

In the wake of the continuing 
nuclear tragedy in Japan, the United 
States government is still moving 
quickly to increase the amounts of 
radiation the population can “safely” 
absorb by raising the safe zone for 
exposure to levels designed to protect 
the government and nuclear industry 
more than human life. It is all about 
cutting costs now as the infi nite-
growth paradigm sputters and moves 
towards extinction.

The disaster in Japan merely buys 
a little time for us to rethink our own 
policies before a similar crisis strikes 
here. And, it will strike here; it’s only 
a matter of time. Consider the com-
ments of Dave Lochbaum, Director 
of Union of Concerned Scientists’ 
Nuclear Safety Project, who testi-
fi ed before the Senate Energy and 
Water Development Appropriations 
Subcommittee:

“Today, tens of thousands of tons 
of irradiated fuel sits in spent fuel 
pools across America. At many sites, 
there is nearly ten times as much irra-
diated fuel in the spent fuel pools as in 
the reactor cores. The spent fuel pools 
are not cooled by an array of highly 
reliable emergency cooling systems 
capable of being powered from the 
grid, diesel generators, or batteries. 
Instead, the pools are cooled by one 
regular system sometimes backed up 
by an alternate makeup system.

“The spent fuel pools are not 
housed within robust concrete con-
tainment structures designed to pro-
tect the public from the radioactivity 
released from damaged irradiated fuel. 
Instead, the pools are often housed in 
buildings with sheet metal siding like 
that in a Sears storage shed. I have 
nothing against the quality or utility 
of Sears’ storage sheds, but they are 
not suitable for nuclear waste storage.

“The irrefutable bottom line is 
that we have utterly failed to properly 
manage the risk from irradiated fuel 
stored at our nation’s nuclear power 
plants. We can and must do better.”

Nuclear energy is a ticking time-
bomb. There are safer ways to keep 
the lights on.
Information Clearing House 

ITALY: Italy’s Lampedusa Island in the Mediterranean lies 100 
miles east of Tunisia, 175 miles north of Libya. For desper-
ate African migrants, the tiny island is a way station to Europe. 
Now, turmoil in Northern Africa has resulted in 18,500 migrants 
stuck there without food or shelter. Some 2,000 arrived on 
March 28 alone. They come in open boats, escorted by naval 
vessels. Local fi shermen have now anchored those boats 
at the harbour entrance in barricade fashion. They and their 
neighbours have “exploded,” according to <rebelion.org>. The 
Italian government is accused of delaying naval transfer of 
the migrants to detention centres elsewhere in Italy in order 
to create a dramatic, emergency situation, the better to per-
suade northern European governments to lend Italy a hand.

YEMEN: The precarious regime of President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
is facing growing threats from secessionist movements, par-
ticularly Shi’ite Houthi rebels allied to Iran operating in Northern 
provinces, and the Southern Movement, heir to the former South 
Yemen socialist government that ended in 1994. Arab News 
reported on March 28 that central government forces have 
already lost battles for control of Saada, Jawf, and Abyan in the 
North and Shabwa Province in the South. Looming over this 
political seesaw is a giant humanitarian crisis. UN Humanitarian 
Affairs spokesperson Valerie Amos cites 300,000 displaced 
persons in the North. Severe water and food shortages, 
exacerbated by drought, have left 2.7 million people facing star-
vation. Some 40 percent of Yemeni children are malnourished.

JAPAN: In addition to earthquake, tsunami, and nucle-
ar plant disasters, working people will soon be confronting 
serious economic troubles. The situation for many is already 
precarious. Some 15 percent of Tokyo residents depended 
on welfare payments in January, before “industrial restructur-
ing” added two million more recipient households. Following 
the earthquake, the government is re-thinking its month-
ly child care allowance, increased last year. Resort to 
charitable donations will take on importance. The government 
expects that costs of recovery and diminished industrial pro-
duction will result in economic growth falling to 0.5 percent 
annually. Preliminary estimates allot US$309 billion for recov-
ery costs for quake-affected areas. That will exacerbate an 
already severe debt crisis, with dire effects on social spending.

PAKISTAN: Part of the arrangements under which the gov-
ernment released US citizen Raymond Davis, accused of 
murdering two Pakistani civilians, was US acquiescence in 
eventually withdrawing 331 US offi cials from Pakistan, spe-
cifi cally those who are, like Davis, “suspected of engaging in 
espionage under diplomatic cover.” According to Indian Express 
the US employees would be required to leave “voluntarily” with-
in a specifi ed, but unknown, time. Pakistan would not classify 
them as “persona non grata.” The US agreed to increase mili-
tary aid and to subject candidates for diplomatic immunity to 
mandatory scrutiny. Another marker of precarious US-Pakistan 
relations surfaced the same day in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
Province, when 800 student activists joined tribesmen in 
protesting a recent drone attack which killed 44 people.

Global Briefs

Fukushima fallout reaches USA

Sydney

The Fight for Workers’ Rights in Chile
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On petty-bourgeois 
thinking
There can be no illusion now that 
Libya is under attack from impe-
rialism. The only difference from 
Iraq is here they’re using proxy 
stooges inside the targeted coun-
try. The proletarian-Communist 
movement must mobilise to 
defend Colonel Gaddafi ’s regime 
as it strikes blows at imperialism. 
Surely clear-cut to us who have a 
dialectical materialist approach to 
world affairs.

We are faced now with all the 
petty-bourgeois strands, the Social-
Democrats (i.e. The Greens, Labor 
“left”), the Trotskyists, etc., lining up 
on the side of imperialism, with emp-
ty, populist slogans, such as “condemn 
intervention, support the uprising”! 
This is the kind of confused “logic” 
so typical of the petty-bourgeois 
thinking, and the reason, time and 
time again, they vociferously act as 
cheerleaders of imperialist aggression, 
no matter what their subjective wishes 
may be. It reinforces Comrade Lenin’s 
immortal statement that “without a 
revolutionary theory, there can be no 
revolutionary movement”.

Lastly, I must comment on the 
central committee statement published 
in The Guardian (23-3-2011). As I 
read, I thought, this is an outstanding 
statement condemning imperialism in 
attacking Libya under the ludicrous 
“justifi cation” of “humanitarian assist-
ance”. However, I felt the sweeping 
denunciation of Gaddafi  as a corrupt 
dictator who has handed Libya over to 
western imperialism on a silver plat-
ter, diluted the strong anti-imperialist 
message of the statement. Yes Gaddafi  

is himself riddled with petty-bour-
geois philosophies which cause him 
to waver, sometimes dramatically, but 
we are not here to defend the Gaddafi  
government as a socialist one, but one 
which is now fi ghting our common 
enemy. If Gaddafi  was such a corrupt 
puppet, a la Mubarak, Ben Ali etc, 
would imperialism be going to such 
criminal extremes to remove him and 
install their hand-picked “opposition”?

I believe we communists in the 
CPA must continue to correctly call 
to end the imperialist invasion of 
Libya, expose the “intervention” for 
what it is, i.e. parasitical pursuit of 
wealth, compliant government, but 
also take up the call to defend the 
Gaddafi  regime.

We cannot successfully fight 
imperialism at home if we fail to fi ght 
imperialism abroad.

Mark Window
SA

Israel next in line 
for uprising

We live in momentous times, with 
people who have long been denied 
fairness, liberty, equality and 
democracy struggling for their 
just rights. In the past few months 
the world has witnessed earth-
shattering events in the Middle 
East, with popular uprisings that 
began in Tunisia and have since 
spread to Egypt, Yemen, Libya, 
Bahrain and Syria. Unrest and 
protests have also broken out in 
many other countries.

In Israel, for instance, the long-
suffering Palestinian people have been 
waiting impatiently for the world to 
implement international law and the 
many UN resolutions that call for an 
end to the illegal Israeli occupation 
of the Palestinian territories and the 
building of Israeli settlements on 
occupied land.

As long as the Palestine tragedy 
remains unresolved and the dispos-
sessed Palestinian people live under 
a repressive occupation they will 
continue to seethe and resist. I’m 
sure the subjugated people of the 

Palestinian territories are looking at 
the developments surrounding them 
with great admiration and inspiration. 
They have had enough of waiting for 
the international community to restore 
their legitimate national, civil and 
human rights and in their dire situ-
ation must feel they have nothing to 
lose by rising again in revolt. 

The world has for far too long 
allowed this injustice to simmer and 
fester and permitted Israel to continue 
its cruel and arrogant intransigence. 
Now the tide has turned dramatically, 
with the loss of its Egyptian ally and 
unrest sweeping all around it, Israel 
must be feeling extremely isolated 
and fearful about this situation of its 
own making.

Denying justice and persisting 
to brutally treat an oppressed people 
never leads to peaceful change, but 
makes continuing confl ict inevitable. 
The time is coming when Israel will 
lament the opportunities it had to 
give some concessions and solve the 
Palestine problem. It will be the next 
in line for rebellion.

Steven Katsineris
Vic

On Libya

The ability to discover the truth 
is outstripped by the ability to 
manufacture deceit. The US-led 
invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan 
have left both those countries 
worse off and have added to the 
world’s displaced peoples and 
refugees crises.

The US is leading another inva-
sion, this time on Libya. The USA has 
been involved in 70 wars since World 
War 2. We allowed self-determination 
for Tunisia and Egypt. We have not 
invaded Zimbabwe and Burma which 
have ceded to more human rights 
abuses than could be argued for Libya 
under Gaddafi . Gaddafi  is a dictator. 
But he is however a patriot much the 
same as the USA’s Patriot Act.

One of the great lies against Libya 
was that they were responsible for the 
bombing of the Pan Am fl ight 103. 
Libyan Abdel Basset Ali al-Megrahi 

was released from a Scottish jail 
because he was an innocent person 
who did not conspire to bomb the 
fl ight. The bombing was sponsored 
by then Iranian government through a 
Palestinian group. Megrahi and Libya 
were the fall guys for “diplomatic 
interests” between the US and Iran.

Gaddafi  has contributed to Libya’s 
literacy – Libya enjoys the highest 
literacy rate in Africa. Gaddafi ’s 
“tyranny” has also overseen the 

industrialisation of Libya, and the 
elimination of widespread abject 
poverty. Libya employed hundreds of 
thousands of foreign workers.

If the people of Libya want to 
remove the dictatorial Gaddafi  then 
this is their entitlement through a civil 
and just struggle.

Gerry Georgatos
WA
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Japan’s 
tragedy: 
a wake-up 
call
Nuclear power is, of course, hugely 
different from a bomb, but if there 
ever was a country to experience 
the devastating effects of radiation 
up close, it was Japan. To me it’s 
ludicrous, completely unbelievable, 
that the Japanese government, 
after the horror of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, could ever dream of 
using nuclear facilities on their soil. 
Yet they did. And for the people of 
Japan, it’s like a terrifying night-
mare happening all over again.

Governments, all governments, 
are famous for playing down the 
fi gures when a human-made disaster 
occurs. So real numbers are under-
estimated deliberately, in order to 

prevent panic and/or public outrage. 
And although earthquakes, tidal waves 
and tsunamis are unpredictable, put-
ting nuclear reactors in an earthquake 
and tsunami-prone country is, to my 
mind, asking for trouble. It’s defi nitely 
a human-made catastrophe, not a 
natural disaster. 

Days after the tragic triple 
disaster hit Japan, the newspapers, 
our newspapers, the national Indian 
media, were full of interviews. Indian 
scientists assuring us that all is well 
with Indian nuclear facilities. We are 
safe, they promised us.

If the Japanese, with their preci-
sion, their electronic and techno-
logically perfectionist set-up cannot 
safeguard their people, how can 
we? Do our scientists think we, the 
people, are absolute and utter fools 
that we should buy their inane state-
ments as the truth? It’s exactly like 
the emperor’s new clothes. Even a 
child can spot the absurdity of the 
situation, the hollowness of those 
utterly irresponsible assurances. The 
bare-faced lies.

We are also being deluged with 
the usual arguments – it is not so easy, 
those are simplistic peaceniks, loony 
left solutions, the world needs nuclear 
energy for peaceful development, 
etc, etc, etc.

In the early 1970s, my husband’s 
uncle, a NASA scientist, did extensive 
work on solar power. Nominated 
for the Nobel Prize for a discovery 
called the Thekaekara constant, he 
tried his hardest to persuade the then 
US government to invest more in 
solar energy – the most progressive, 
sustainable solution for the future. 
His research was scuttled because 

large oil companies lobbied against 
solar solutions, fearing they would 
threaten their profi ts.

A Russian scientist shared his 
views. She lived in the USSR. For 
them to share secrets at the height 
of the Cold War would have been 
treason. They met a few times. Cried 
on each other’s shoulders. Neither 
the US nor the USSR wanted their 
solutions or backed their ideas. 
Matthew Thekaekara predicted that 
the African, Asian, South American 
countries, those with sunshine on their 
shoulders, could be transformed. But 
no one listened. He died disillusioned 
with NASA, the scientifi c world and 
the US government.

Today there is more than enough 
evidence that renewable energy is 
the way forward. Solar, wind, hydro 
energy projects are safe, clean and 
effi cient. But people within gov-
ernments, with a vested interest in 
promoting nuclear power, continue 
to push it as a necessary evil, even 
when conceding it’s a safety hazard.

A few centuries from now, if 
civilization as we know it still exists, 

history will judge us harshly. People 
will regard our circa as the weird time 
when humans seemed hell-bent on self 
destruction. On annihilating their own 
planet, leaving desolate wastelands for 
future generations. A time when cor-
rupt scientists, venal politicians and 
merchants of death formed a diabolic 
triumvirate, sacrifi cing the Earth on 
an altar of money and power.

I’m aware that this sounds over 
the top. Because throughout history, 
wealth and power have been the pivot 
on which governments revolved. But 
never before has the Earth been so 
wilfully, so totally poisoned and pol-
luted to a point where nothing will 
be left for posterity and for future 
generations.

I wrote this piece a week ago, but 
didn’t send it out because I thought I 
sounded rabid. Having a rant as usual 
with no solutions to offer. 

This morning I read a report from 
The Los Angeles Times:

“Japanese emergency crews are 
scrambling to contain rising levels 
of extremely radioactive water that 
has leaked into tunnels and basement 

equipment rooms at the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear power plant, putting 
up dangerous new obstacles to work-
ers trying to bring the reactors under 
control. Workers were using sandbags 
and concrete panels in a desperate 
attempt to prevent the contaminated 
water from further spreading through 
the plant or into the nearby soil and 
ocean.”

I remember reading the famous 
Chief Seattle speech which leaves 
you feeling awed and ashamed of 
what humans can do to each other 
and to the Earth. I changed my mind. 
Decided to send this blog out. We 
can’t go on saying there’s no alterna-
tive to nuclear energy. If governments 
spent a fraction of the arms and 
defence budget on clean alternative 
energy, we would not need dangerous 
nuclear reactors.

Nuclear disasters are the ultimate 
in annihilation. They destroy the Earth 
forever. For how much longer can 
they go on? How can we let them 
get away with it? When will we ever 
learn?
New Internationalist 
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One of the saddest pro-
grams for some time is this 

week’s Crack House USA (ABC2 
Wednesday April 13 at 9.30 pm). 
Sad because of the wasted lives, 
disappointed hopes and sheer futility 
of the efforts of all those seen in it.

In essentials, it deals with a 
small time gang of young black men 
from Chicago who called themselves 
“the Titanic Stones”. Led by Darrell 
“Duck” Davis, they sought to make 
some money dealing dope from a 
shabby little house in Rockford, 
Illinois.

They thought they were big time 
gangsters. They were obsessed with 
being tough guys, constantly playing 
with guns and bragging about their 
violent behaviour.

They had a steady stream of 
customers and boasted that they sold 
the best dope in Rockford. The local 
police arrested some of their minor 
players but failed to put a dent in 
their activities.

Then Duck sent one of his foot 
soldiers, Bradford Dodson, to assas-
sinate a rival drug dealer. Bradford 
shot up a local McDonald’s where his 
target was eating but managed only 
to wound him.

The Rockford police, however, 
seem utterly shocked that someone 
would shoot up a McDonald’s. It’s 
as if bullets fl ying in the streets or in 
the schools are normal, but if people 
can’t go to McDonald’s in peace then 
something has to be done!

The coppers called in the Feds, 
in the form of one of the oldest but 
least publicised of the US Federal 
law enforcement agencies, the ATF 
or Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms (the Bureau now also covers 
Explosives but they have not bothered 
to change its acronym).

When the Feds and the police 
jointly threatened an associate of the 
gang with never seeing his kids again, 
he turned informer. Tipped off that 
the gang was interested in renting a 
particular house for selling dope, the 
police took over the house and fi tted 
it out with cameras and recording 
devices.

After weeks of surveillance the 
police arrested the members of the 
gang. All received long sentences. The 
supply of heroin and cocaine was not 
signifi cantly interrupted.

All the gang members received 
long sentences: Duck got 42 years, 
Dodson got 35.

The video surveillance footage 
inside the house and shown in evi-
dence made for unusual courtroom 
drama, but the guns they were seen 
waving around were not theirs.

The gang sold half a kilo of 
heroin and almost the same amount 
of crack every week, taking in about 
$5,000 a day. But the gang members 
themselves didn’t make enough from 
the drugs they sold to buy themselves 
a used car. The gang’s suppliers were 
not identifi ed.

The young gang members were 
trying to fulfi l the American dream: 
to get a foothold in a lucrative busi-
ness. Unfortunately, the only one 
open to them was drug dealing, and 
the big money there is in the hands 

of established businesses, both legal 
and illegal.

The fi lm brings home yet again 
the futility of treating the drug ques-
tion as a police problem rather than 
a public health problem. Harsher 
sentences and “war on drugs” hysteria 
will not diminish the problem, let 
alone eradicate it.

The emptiness in people’s lives 
that causes them to turn to drugs for 
stimulation or escape needs to be tack-
led. And capitalism, as a prime cause 
of that emptiness, cannot solve it.

Much of the fi lm deals with the 
families of imprisoned gang members 
coping with the fact that their sons, 
grandsons, husbands or fathers are 
in jail – effectively for life (they will 
be old men if they are ever released). 
And all are black, emphasising the 
racism underpinning US society.

The title of the program, Crack 
House USA, also emphasises that what 

it portrays is not unique to Illinois, 
but is general across the whole of 
the USA. Successive generations are 
following the same paths, one which 
leads inexorably to death or prison.

Those who speak out against 
the “war on drugs” approach fi nd 
themselves attacked by the religious 
Right and the spokespersons of cor-
porate might, who both favour the 
criminalisation of the poor, especially 
the black poor.

It is a good program for discus-
sion: these are working class youth, 
but in the main they lack any but the 
most rudimentary class-consciousness. 
They wish to escape the “trap” of 
poverty, but have no idea as to why 
there is poverty in a rich country. 
They look always for an individualist 
answer, one that might answer their 
fi nancial needs rather than everyone’s.

A good discussion question 
could be: What role does the “war 

on drugs” play in the ongoing class 
war in the USA? Why are so many 
black youth incarcerated in the land 
of the free?

The members of the Titanic 
Stones gang are the kind of people 
who are routinely portrayed as dan-
gerous criminals, and their families 
are generally tarred with the same 
brush. But this program shows that 
their humanity and their solidar-
ity may have been warped by the 
exigencies of capitalism, but both 
are still there.

Duck Davis’ current girlfriend, 
Jermalyl Jones, is raising two of his 
children by other women, while Duck 
is in prison. Now there’s a subject for 
a real reality TV show!

In the beginning of the program, 
a young black man identifi es the USA 
of today with the words “It’s a slave 
state, man.” By the time this program 
is over, you know what he means. 
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The Knesset Constitution, Law and Justice 
Committee approved a bill on February 
15 that calls for heavy fi nes to be imposed 
on Israeli citizens who initiate or incite 
boycotts against Israel and the occupation 
of the Palestinian territories. The Knesset 
approved an initial reading of the bill over 
six months ago. The bill will now move on to 
a fi rst reading in the Knesset for approval. 
If it becomes a law, the fi nes would apply 
to anyone boycotting Israeli individuals, 
companies, factories, and organizations.

The bill was submitted by coalition chair-
man Ze’ev Elkin and sponsored by 27 MKs 
from right-wing and fascist parties: Likud, 
Israel Beiteinu, Shas, Habayit Hayehudi, United 
Torah Judaism and the centrist Kadima in its 
preliminary reading.

Reactions to the bill from the Israeli Left 
were unanimously negative. Hadash (the 
Democratic Front for Peace and Equality – 
Communist Party of Israel) MK Dov Khenin 
said it was the latest in an emerging trend of 
anti-democratic legislation promoted by Israel 
Beiteinu.

“The bill is crass, aggressive, brutal and 
anti-democratic,” Khenin said. “The true sig-
nifi cance of the bill is far-reaching and seeks to 
enlist the political Centre to the agenda of the 
extreme Right. Its true intent is to determine 
that Israel and the occupied territories are one 
and the same.”

Khenin said that if the bill becomes law, it 
would mean that people who sit at a restaurant 
and ask to return a bottle of wine produced in 

the West Bank, because they object to Israeli 
settlement there, would be subject to a large fi ne.

Hadash MK Hanna Sweid added the bill 
was meant to intimidate critics of government 
policies and was a clear violation of the freedom 
of expression. After a fi ery discussion, which 
included a procedural commotion, the bill was 
passed with its opponents storming out of the 
room, refusing to participate in the vote. Before 
the decision was made, MK Khenin suggested 
renaming the “Prohibition on Instituting a 
Boycott Bill” to “Prohibition on Freedom of 
Expression Bill,” reported the Association for 
Civil Rights in Israel.

On the bill
The boycott bill was fi rst submitted on June 

2010 by 25 Knesset members and endorsed by 
members of various factions. Its hazy wording 
would make a number of actions, now consid-
ered free speech, illegal. It is prohibited to initi-
ate a boycott against the State of Israel and “the 
territories under Israeli control”, to encourage 
participation in it, or to provide assistance or 
information with the purpose of advancing it,” 
section 2 of the proposed bill states.

Sections 3 and 4 of the proposed legislation 
state that, “An act of a citizen or resident of 
Israel in violation of Section 2 constitutes a civil 
wrong, and it will be subject to the provisions of 
the Torts Ordinance,” and “The court will award 
compensation for the civil wrong according to 
this law in the following manner: a. Punitive 
damages of up to 30,000 NIS to an injured party 
subject to the proof of any damage.”

If proven they participated in a boycott, 
individuals who are not citizens or residents 
of Israel can also be punished by having their 
right to enter the country denied for at least 10 
years, according to the proposed legislation.

Eilat Maoz, Coalition of Women for Peace 
Coordinator, responded to the proposed bill say-
ing: “This is a step up in which the government 

isn’t satisfi ed with persecution of left-wing 
organisations, but tries to make leftist protest 
illegal and silence its citizens. It’s a government 
that’s afraid of democratic debate, because 
such a debate will expose the disagreement of 
the public with the destructive policies of the 
occupation and the settlements.” 

There have been reports of Jaffa red grapefruit labelled as “Product of Australia”. 
They are not! They are imported from Israel.

Israel

Anti-boycott Bill approved

The story of two whistleblowers
Steven Katsineris

I think that it is wonderful that 
WikiLeaks and Julian Assange are 
getting good publicity and support 
for their great efforts exposing the 
lies and deceptions of the USA, 
Israel and others. But I also would 
like to draw attention to the fate 
of two Israeli whistleblowers and 
political prisoners held in Israel, 
Mordechai Vanunu and Anat Kam.

In 1986, Vanunu took a coura-
geous moral stand against nuclear 
weapons. Vanunu exposed Israel’s 
secret nuclear weapons arsenal to 
the world after becoming disil-
lusioned with his work at Dimona 
Nuclear Research Centre in Israel. 
The information revealed Israel had 
hundreds of advanced nuclear war-
heads (the sixth largest stockpile in 
the world).

His brave actions led to him 
being kidnapped by Israeli Mossad 
agents in Italy and transported back 

to Israel where he was charged 
with espionage and treason and 
convicted in a secret trial. Vanunu’s 
abduction was a violation of Italian 
and international law. For this 
“crime” he spent 18 years in jail, 
with over 11 years of it in solitary 
confi nement in a six metre square 
cell under constant camera obser-
vation. Conditions that Amnesty 
International described as “cruel, 
inhuman and degrading”.

Vanunu was released from pris-
on in 2004, but Israeli authorities 
imposed a strict military supervi-
sion order on him. Under this order 
Vanunu is banned from meeting 
journalists, supporters and foreign-
ers, can’t use phones or the Internet, 
go near foreign embassies, ports or 
airports or move address without 
informing the police. Vanunu is also 
subject to continuous police surveil-
lance, his internal movements are 
confi ned to Jerusalem and he is for-
bidden to leave Israel.

These Israeli restrictions deny 
Vanunu’s rights to freedom of 
expression, movement and associa-
tion. Amnesty International said 
that as Vanunu has served his full 
sentence, these limitations are a 
breach of international law. He has 
been rearrested and jailed several 
times since 2004 for breaching 
these regulations. For instance, in 
mid-2010 Vanunu spent another 
three months in solitary confi ne-
ment in prison in central Israel.

Vanunu has served his prison 
time and under international law 
he is entitled to his liberty. But he 
is still a political prisoner living in 
captivity and under constant risk 
of further detention in prison. He 
is entitled to a life free of Israel’s 
repressive rules.

Also, a former Israeli soldier 
Anat Kam, 24, has been under 
house arrest for a year, since she 
was charged with espionage and 
intent to harm state security in 

January 2010. In Israel, these 
charges carry a punishment of life 
in prison.

While doing her national ser-
vice Anat Kam was a clerk for an 
Israeli general. She made copies 
of about 2,000 documents, includ-
ing hundreds of top secret ones, 
which Kam then leaked to an 
Israeli reporter in November 2008. 
Some of the documents revealed 
war crimes, such as Israeli offi -
cials authorising the killing of 
Palestinian militants in Israeli army 
operations when they could have 
been simply arrested. These kill-
ings breached an Israeli High Court 
judgment that ruled militants must 
be arrested whenever possible.

Kam stated that she took the 
top secret papers to ensure that, “if 
and when the war crimes the IDF 
was and is committing in the West 
Bank are examined then I would 
have evidence to present…I thought 
by exposing these materials I would 

make a change… it was important 
to me to bring the IDF’s policy to 
the public knowledge.”

In a recent plea bargain, the 
charges were lessened to collecting 
and passing on secret information. 
This means that although she won’t 
get a life sentence, Kam still faces a 
long prison term, with a punishment 
of up to 15 years in jail. While pros-
ecutors are pushing for a sentence 
of nine years her lawyers are asking 
for community service or probation. 
Anat Kam remains under house 
arrest until her court sentencing.

I urge everyone concerned 
about Vanunu and Kam’s plight 
do whatever you can do to support 
these courageous people. Demand 
that Israel stop punishing Vanunu, 
respect his human rights, lift the 
unjust regulations and give Vanunu 
genuine freedom, including the 
liberty to travel and to leave Israel. 
And demand that Israel set Anat 
Kam free unconditionally. 

In 2005 Palestinians called for a campaign of boycotts, divestment and 
sanctions (BDS) against Israel until it complies with international law 
and Palestinian rights must be having an impact. The BDS campaign 
must be having an impact as in February this year the Knesset (Israeli 
Parliament) as a Knesset committee has approved a Bill imposing fines 
on Israeli citizens who back or initiate boycotts against the occupation. 
The following is a report from Political Affairs:
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