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Anti-union offensive
ABCC sent In to help
profit-gorging mining giants

Bob Briton

The huge profits currently being posted
by resources transnationals from their
Australian operations are a public relations
embarrassment for the federal government.
A genuine super-profits tax could have
yielded a sizeable chunk of the funds needed
to rebuild Queensland, revive the health and
education systems and more. Gillard dodged
the battle over a suitable tax and she has
altogether different plans for public services.
Now those same cashed-up monopolies are
locked in battle with their own workers to
hang onto every cent of their profits. They
aim to defeat a wage claim from workers
in the sector and to impose “productivity”
trade-offs on them.

The government is not sitting on the
sidelines. It is deploying the notorious anti-
union Australian Building and Construction
Commission (ABCC) to help out its billionaire
benefactors. Gillard looked uncomfortable as
she was asked recently about the $10 billion
half-year profit announced by BHP Billiton. The
transnational has been buoyed by high resource
prices — coal and iron ore in particular. The PM
said that the government shouldn’t respond to
any such news with a revived super-profits tax.
She philosophised that there will be good times
and bad times ahead for mineral exports.

Industry figures like BHP Billiton CEO
Marius Kloppers are not expecting bad times
any time soon but that doesn’t stop them trying
to keep the greatest chunk of the profits away
from the workers who made them. Construction
unions have entered a negotiating period with
employers and they are asking for a 24 percent
pay increase over four years. The media is keen
to leave off the “over four years” part to draw
maximum sympathy for the resource monopo-
lies. The usual chorus of warnings about infla-
tion and economic ruin is going up.

The Australian Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ACCI) is at the head of the doomsay-
ers. “I think the claim casts a threatening shadow
across the economy,” Chamber chief executive
Peter Anderson told The Weekend Australian.
The ACCI insists the claim is double the cur-
rent rate of inflation. No doubt workers would
like to know where the Chamber gets it petrol
and groceries and who supplies its utilities. The
costs of basics for workers and their families
are through the roof.

The CFMEU has heard it all before.
National secretary Dave Noonan says the ACCI
statements “were really just the sort of hysteria
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The Crrawong
struggle

in the class struggle

that employers have gone on about for 150 years
when unions make a claim.” The transnationals
are not only resisting the pay claim, they are
countering with demands of trade-offs. They
claim that non-union workers engaged by
“independent” contractors are more productive
than organised ones but have not produced any
evidence to show this.

Setting the ABCC on them

The ABCC may still be smarting over the
defeat it suffered at the hands of the union move-
ment in the scandalous Ark Tribe case but it has
not changed its spots. It is still an ideologically
driven anti-union outfit, suited to the economic
and political agenda of neo-liberal governments.
Recently appointed Commissioner Leigh Johns
is probably keen to shake off any perception
that he is “softer” on unions and more given
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to probing bosses’ practices than his Howard-
appointed predecessor, John Lloyd.

Johns is buying right into the issues in dis-
pute: “In circumstances where, for example, the
employer made a claim on a productivity issue,
it would be incumbent on the unions to explain
in good faith why they reject those proposals.
By drawing a line in the sand before bargain-
ing has begun, you have to query whether that
is good faith bargaining.” That is the mining
companies’ misleading position. So much for
the “independent” industry watchdog!

The Commissioner is going to extend the
ABCC’s operations with an outpost in WA’s
Pilbara region at Karatha, Port Hedland or
Broome. Knowing that the Commission has a
credibility problem in the broader community,
Johns says he is asking the federal Ombudsman
to investigate the ABCC’s use of its coercive
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powers each time they are used. He is reported
to have written to Industrial Relations Minister
Chris Evans inviting him to consider direct-
ing the ABCC head to consult a member of
the Administrative Appeals Tribunal before
the powers are used. Costs for workers com-
pelled to attend ABCC interviews have been
mentioned.

The fact is that despite Mr Johns’ media
massaging, the ABCC is a force with powers
inappropriate in a democratic society. Building
and construction workers are called to their Star
Chamber proceedings even though they are
not suspected of any “wrong doing”. They are
invited to dob in their mates about union mat-
ters. They don’t have the right to silence. They
are threatened with long jail terms and massive
fines for any failure to cooperate. Their families
suffer as a result of this intimidation. &
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Money machine
churns outs super profits

The Big, not very Australian, BHP-Billiton reported a record
half year profit of US$10.5 billion in February. The front page of
The Australian Financial Review (19.02.2011) ran with the head-
line “MONEY MACHINE”". It followed in the sub-heading with:
“BHP-Billiton’s stunning growth and profit leave it with a real
problem — what to do with all that cash.” Below that was a photo
of BHP’s CEO Marius Kloppers with a broad smile across his
face. This was an increase of 71.5 percent over the same period
in the previous year.

Of course the Fin Review’s question is rhetorical. It knows
exactly how that super profit was accumulated and BHP knows
how it will be used.

The profit was a result of the exploitation of its workforce and
record commaodity prices on international markets. Socialist China
made a huge contribution paying inflated prices for BHP’s exports.

It is less than two years since CEO Marius Kloppers helped
himself to a 51 percent increase in his own salary package, but
he has not shown the same generosity towards his employees in
Australia or globally. BHP continued to clobber them for every
cent they could get and more.

There is little for BHP’s workforce to smile over. As, in every
BHP mine, workers in Australia have a battle for every single cent
extra in their pay packet. In 2008-09, BHP sacked 25 percent of its
workforce — all casuals — at its Mt Arthur mine in Mussellbrook,
NSW. They had been recruited in an attempt to divide the work-
force, de-unionise the mine and break down wages and working
conditions there.

The Mining Division of the CFMEU is presently negotiating
a new enterprise agreement (see page 1).

BHP is riding high on the sweat of its workforce, high com-
modity prices and China’s huge demand for its products.

The corporation knows exactly what it is going to do with its
riches. BHP will pass some of the profit on to shareholders, to its
CEO and other directors and senior executives, and use a large
chunk of its windfall for further takeovers and monopolisation
of iron, coal and other resource production.

As well as increasing its dividend payment to shareholders, it
is also spending US$5 billion on a buyback of shares with what
it calls its “excess capital” — another way of putting money into
their pockets.

It is about to embark on a massive investment program that
will see it grow by more than an estimated US$80 billion by the
end of the 2015 financial year. This includes potash with the aim
of profiting from fertiliser production. It will continue to expand
its operations globally, continue to increase its monopoly power
and monopoly pricing of products to generate more super profits.

Kloppers is not the only mining boss with a big smile. Andrew
Forrest, billionaire CEO of Fortescue Metals, is revelling in a 600
percent increase in profits. Forrest was at the forefront of the
attack on the proposal to introduce a super profits mining tax.
He and other mining magnates played a key role in the coups
that saw Julia Gillard and Tony Abbott replace Kevin Rudd and
Malcolm Turnbull as Prime Minister and leader of the Opposition
respectively.

BHP will continue to fight against the mining super profits
tax, the resources industry rental tax and any other scheme the
government might come up with that would cost it an extra cent.
It will continue its drive for lower corporate taxes.

In the workplace, the class struggle will continue.

BHP is attempting to exclude trade unions, to reduce wages and
working conditions, abolish permanent employment and whatever
else it takes to increase the rate of exploitation of its workforce
by cost-cutting and profit maximisation.

Its workforce will have to fight for every extra cent, for safe
working conditions and to exercise their right to organise and for
trade union representation.

Every dollar less in tax, every dollar less in wages, every dollar
less spent on the health and safety of workers, is a dollar more
in super profits.

PRESS FUND
Aren’t world events changing rapidly? In less than two months
since the beginning of the year we’ve seen the sudden, almost
unthinkable overthrow of two dictatorships in the Middle East,
with more likely to follow. In Australia two major cyclones, vast
floods and bush fires, have struck, putting pressure on the federal
government to take some realistic action over climate change, or
risk being swept from office. We really need your help to keep you
up with the news behind the news in this rapidly-changing world,
so please send in a contribution for the next edition. Many thanks
to this week’s supporters, as follows:

CV $20, “Round Figure” $10, Max Whisson $20
This week’s total: $50 Progressive total: $410

Statement of Israell Communist Forum

American veto and

developments in the region

The lIsraeli Communist Forum
condemns America’s veto of the
proposed Security Council resolu-
tion censuring the settlements in
the Occupied Territories (February
18, 2011) which was supported by
all of the 14 other members of the
Security Council, and also had the
support of almost all members of
the UN. In doing so, the Obama
government again has shown that
fundamentally it is continuing with
the same policy as those of former
presidents.

That vote constitutes support for
the policies of the extremist rightwing
Israeli government of Netanyahu,
Barak, and Lieberman, which thwarts
any chance of true renewal of the
political negotiations and is liable to
ignite a renewal of war in the region.
The impressive popular uprisings
that have occurred in our region
recently, especially in Egypt, present
a convenient excuse for an additional
increase in Israel’s military budgets
along with blocking any attempt at
political or socio-economic struggle
against government policies, with the
argument that such a struggle is out of
place “in light of the new dangers the
current developments have raised.”

In recent times the anti-demo-
cratic trend in Israel has intensified,
and some expression of this is to be
found in a chain of proposed blatantly
anti-democratic legislation. One of
the most conspicuous is the proposal
to set up a parliamentary committee
to investigate sources of funding of
leftwing organisations.

This unprecedented McCarthy’s
style proposal is intended primarily
to deter organizations that expose and
criticize war crimes and the activity
of all the organizations struggling
against the Occupation and the crimes
committed in its name.

Developments
in the region

The Israeli Communist Forum
congratulates the Egyptian and
Tunisian peoples on their successful
heroic struggles to overthrow the
heads of dictatorial regimes in their
countries, and sends its hopes for
their success in realising a qualita-
tive change in the policies of these
regimes. We express our solidarity
with the struggles of the citizens of
other countries in the region to bring
down leaders like those in Egypt and
Tunisia.

The Israeli Communist Forum
condemns the hypocritical stance of
the United States which has, for exam-
ple, supported Mubarak throughout
the years of his rule, including the
period since the election of President
Obama, and only after it was clear
to the United States government that
it would not be possible to stop the
popular uprising against Mubarak did
the US government begin suddenly to
demand “reforms” and “consideration
for the aspirations of the people” in
Egypt. . . .

Now the US is doing all it
can for the eventual change to be
expressed only in changes of person-
nel in the regime’s top leadership
and not in substantive change in
Egypt’s socio-economic policies or
the pro-American orientation that
characterized Mubarak’s regime.
The Egyptian masses are aware
of these dangers, and it is not by
chance that demonstrations of mil-
lions of people are continuing to this
day, in the hope of bringing about
significant changes in the regime
in the direction of real democratic
freedoms and redistribution of the
national wealth for the benefit of
the very large number of people

suffering from the most wretched
poverty.

The impressive achievements of
the Egyptian and Tunisian peoples
have again shown that there is no
basis for the opinion that popular
uprisings are phenomena of the past
only and that they no longer have a
place in the world of current inter-
national conditions. The force of the
uprisings and their achievements have
surprised the United States, Israel,
and their allies in the region as well
as most of the commentators and
would-be regional experts.

Until the last hours before
Mubarak’s resignation, some contin-
ued to say that there is no force that
could cause his resignation and that
there was no chance that the Tunisian
version would repeat itself in Egypt.
Certain commentators tried to create
the impression that the only choice
was between the present dictatorial
regimes and establishment of a funda-
mentalist Islamic regime, so of course,
as they saw it, it would be preferable
for the popular revolutions to fail.

But as developments already
prove, those are not the only choices,
and it is certain that there is also
a possibility of establishing more
democratic regimes — not extremist
fundamentalist Islamic ones, but also
not elitist regimes consisting of a
small group of local billionaires and
supporters of US imperialism and its
allies as did and still do exist in some
of the countries in this region. Of
course the way to significant change
of the regimes is still a long one, but
the unprecedented successes of the
popular uprisings thus far are a most
important first stage in ensuring that
struggles for these objectives will
remain on the agenda realistically for
the near future at least in some of the
countries in this region. &

Perth

100th Anniversary of
the first International Women'’s Day (IWD) March
(guests to be announced)

Politics in the Pub

Women in Struggle in 2011
Gpm=-8pm
Thurseley Mereh 17

248 Hay St Bast Perth

Organised by the Ci

Phone: 0419 812 872 or email: perth@cpa.org.au

ist Party of Australia Perth Branch

Your Invitation (if in Sydney) to

WEDNESDAY MARCH 9
10:30 AM - 1:30 PM

ENTRY BY DONATION

THE HUMAN HEALTH IMPACTS OF
OPEN-CUT COAL MINING & COAL SEAM GAS MINING
AN EXPERTS' FORUM HOSTED BY LOCK THE GATE ALLIANCE

THE AUDITORIUM - TEACHERS FEDERATION HOUSE
39 — 41 RESERVOIR STREET, SURRY HILLS
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The Currawong struggle
Trouble In paradise for Labor

Peter Mac

During the death throws of the
NSW Labor government a struggle
is taking place over the beauti-
ful Currrawong Beach area, in
Pittwater, far north of Sydney.
Many decades ago the NSW Trades
and Labor Council purchased
land adjacent to the beach, and
constructed a number of small cot-
tages, for the use of union members
as a cheap holiday destination, and
later as a conference centre.

In 2006 the state government
made an offer to buy the land and
integrate it with the adjacent Kuringai
National Park. However, the offer
was then withdrawn, allegedly on
the orders of former state Treasurer
Michael Costa, even though it was
strongly supported by the Ministers
for Lands and Planning.

The then Labor Council leader
John Robertson subsequently accepted
an unconditional offer of $15 million
from the development company Eco-
Villages Australia for the land. He
rejected an offer of $30 million on
behalf of the Medich property group
from notorious loan shark Michael
McGurk, later murdered in an unre-
lated incident. The price was later
reduced to the absolute rock-bottom
figure of $11 million, after a $1.5
million deposit was paid.

Costa held shares in the com-
puter company Getonboard, as did
Kingsway Capital, whose director,
Allen Lintz, owns Eco-Villages. The
Currawong deal was brokered by
KWC, owned by David Tanevski,
a fellow director with Costa of
Getonboard. In June 2005 KWC
donated $29,000 to the NSW ALP,
and another $$39,000 in two pay-
ments early in 2007. That was just
after the sale of Currawong, which
proceeded despite bitter opposition,
including from members of unions
and the ALP itself.

Greed goes to
the beach

Currawong is surrounded to the
north, west and south by Kuringai
National Park, and to the east by
Pittwater harbour. Apart from adjacent
historic buildings, Midholme and
Tuta, and a few modern buildings,
the area remains in pristine natural

condition. However, three years ago
Eco Villages lodged an application
for a major development of its land
adjacent to Midholme and the cot-
tages site.

The proposal was not only mas-
sive in scale; it would also have
restricted public access. A community
group, Friends of Currawong (FOC),
mounted a campaign for the herit-
age classification of the cabins, the
restriction in scale of further develop-
ment and preservation of the natural
environment.

The government then took over
planning powers from the Pittwater
Council. However, faced with
overwhelming opposition from com-
munity groups, the National Trust,
the Royal Australian Institute of
Architects and many others, the gov-
ernment rejected the application and
placed the entire site on the state’s
Heritage List. Kristina Keneally,
then Minister for Planning, declared:
“The proposal is inconsistent with
planning objectives for the site, is
beyond the community’s expecta-
tion for the site and will result in
adverse impacts on historic heritage
and environmental values.”

The government-appointed panel
of experts that inquired into the pro-
posal recommended that “Any future

L

proposal should provide for public
access to the cabin precinct, the fore-
shore and the valley floor”, and that
no new buildings should be allowed
on the foreshore because of the visual
impact from Pittwater on the diminu-
tive heritage listed cottages. The panel
concluded that any further develop-
ment should be confined to the lower
end of the beach valley, and should
be “single storey, low in height, bulk
and scale, and ... of a size befitting
holiday accommaodation, rather than
permanent residential development
accommodation.”

Greed takes
a second bite

Despite the previous rejection,
late last year Eco-Villages submitted
a second application, which although
somewhat smaller in scale, ignores
all the panel’s recommendations.
Moreover, it completely excludes the
public. As FOC declared, “...there
will be no public access to any part of
the site, effectively creating a private
enclave within the National Park”.

The proposal involves construc-
tion of twelve new houses, eleven
of which are two storeys, contain
four bedrooms, and are designed for
permanent use. Two would be built

on the beachfront in front of the cot-
tages; another alongside, and another
two immediately behind Midholme.

The new buildings would over-
scale and obscure their historic neigh-
bours, which in themselves would be
subject to substantial modifications
and additions. This is a flagrant breach
of the panel’s recommendations, but
frankly, the developers don’t give a
damn.

Acceptance by the government
of the new application would also set
a precedent for major development
in other undeveloped areas around
Pittwater and on nearby Scotland
island.

The Currawong case is in some
ways very similar to that of Wambo
homestead, which is threatened with
demolition, in order to facilitate coal
mining (see Guardian 16.2.2011). It
is not only because both developers
are supremely greedy and arrogant,
but also because they both exhibit the
same degree of breezy confidence that
their outrageous proposals will gain
assent from the moribund Keneally
government.

An ominous silence
Because the previous Currawong

application was rejected, you would

think that the government would

reject the new proposal, which is
little changed. But no! It’s entirely
possible that the government will
now decide to exaggerate the minor
differences between the two pro-
posals, for PR’s sake, and give the
application the nod. After all, the
government is in effect the servant
of the big developers and major cor-
porations, and they have nothing to
lose since they will be out of office
in a few weeks anyway.

The Friends of Currawong
recently challenged both the state
government and the Liberal opposi-
tion to publicly reject the Eco-Villages
proposal. However, both parties have
maintained a tight-lipped silence on
the issue.

The Greens have called for an
inquiry into the sale of the Currawong
land to Eco-Villages, a deal which
absolutely reeks of corruption. In
the meantime, the best hope for
Currawong lies in an election outcome
in which the Greens and independ-
ents have the balance of power, as
in the federal sphere. However, if
the Liberals hold power in their own
right, the public is likely to learn the
bitter lesson that there is little more
difference between the two conserva-
tive parties than between Tweedledum
and Tweedledee. &
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Sydney

The Construction Forestry
Mining Energy Union,
Amigos de Cuba and the
Pablo Neruda Cultural
Association are organising a
tour to Sydney of Cristian
Cuevas, President of the
Confederation of Copper
Workers in Chile.

Cristian is also a member of
the Executive of the CUT —

The Fight for Worker’s

Confederation of Workers of Chile (equivalent of the ACTU) and a
member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Chile. He led the 2007 strike of sub-contract workers at Codelco.

Saturday April 23
Casa Latina, Hut 47,
142 Addison Road, Marrickville
12.30pm Concert and BBQ
3pm Forum, Workers’ Rights and the Challenge
for the Left in Chile

Rights in Chile
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NZ guake sends shockwaves
across the Tasman

Joe Fleetwood, general secretary
of the Maritime Union of New
Zealand is a tough man. But
when he got up to address the WA
Maritime Union state conference
in Fremantle last week he held
back emotion.

“I’ve feel like I’ve been dealt a
blow, comrades,” he said “There’s 65
counted dead on day one and no end
in sight. | hear the Port of Littleton
has been swallowed into the ground.”

Conference stood for a minute’s
silence. The branch pledged $5,000.
Maritime Union of Australia (MUA)
national secretary and president of
the International Transport Workers
Federation Paddy Crumlin called for
a national union fundraiser; pledges
started coming in from ship’s rolling
funds and the wharves.

MUA WA organiser, New
Zealander Grant Couch, flew home
and wrote the following first hand
account from his home town:

“Comrades, It has been a hectic
24 hours and 1I’m about to leave for
airport.

“l have been in contact with
all the Maori Communities from

the lower south island and have
arranged for a van and trailer at
Dunedin Airport.

“Dunedin is about 360 kilome-
tres south of Christchurch.

“The local Maori communi-
ties have also donated food stuffs,
water, blankets and shelter which
I will take to Christchurch and
distribute to the worst affected
communities.

“l have heard that my property
is completely destroyed by two
boulders going straight through the
house and one hit my father as it
went thru his room. He is faring
okay from what | hear. But with a
hole in his heart and a past heart
attack it will be a nervous time. But
he is in good care.

“The local community where
my house is has been almost com-
pletely devastated and everybody is
in shock.

“The home next door has been
cut in half by a boulder. The nation-
al TV news is there at the moment
so if you see a bay called Rapaki on
the news, well that’s my house that
they are going thru.

“All but my brother have lost
everything and can’t even get into
their houses for food or clothing.

“I have had many texts of sup-
port from the members which has
been great, and | want to thank
everybody for the support and Chris
and the MUA for what they have
done.

“I am not looking forward to
what awaits me but | am ready.
Once | have made sure my family
is okay I will be getting out and
helping my community as | believe
there are people still trapped in
their homes and businesses.

“I will send you some photos
when | get there.

“Once again thanks to every-
body and the members for passing a
vote of support.”

In Unity as always
National Office of the Maritime
Union has set up the following
account for members and ships wish-
ing to contribute to their brothers
and sisters struck by the quake. lan
Bray, assistant national secretary is
co-ordinating the fundraiser. &

A house in Rapaki Bay cut in half by a boulder.

The account number for donations is Mining, Maritime and Power

Credit Union: 802-884 4626 S2

For external transfer (non credit union member):
BSB 802-884 Account Number 100 011 251 — NZ Earthquake

For International Transfers: MUA — General Fund:
BSB Number: 062-006 Account number: 1001 0464

WA protest against waste dump in NT

Richard Titelius

On February 21, the Western
Australian Nuclear Free Alliance
(WANFA) held a demonstration in
Northbridge to protest the federal
Labor government’s legislative
proposal to allow a nuclear waste
dump in the Northern Territory.

Though only a small number of
protestors showed up the speakers
were passionate and conscious of
the seriousness at the heart of this
issue — not only would Australians
have a large nuclear waste dump,
but it would also pave the way for
increased uranium mining.

The first speaker was Mia
Pepper of the WANFA and also the

Conservation Council of WA.

Mia spoke of the high cost of
nuclear power and the dangers not
only to the workers involved in
mining uranium and working with
nuclear waste but also the dangers
to the Aboriginal people of having
highly concentrated amounts of ura-
nium on their land.

Though the House of
Representatives passed the National
Radioactive Waste Management
Bill 2010, on February 21, it is
likely to face further delays in the
Senate where the Greens Senator
Scott Ludlum said the Greens will
introduce amendments to ensure
that there are restrictions placed on
the powers given to the resources

More nurse

practitioners
needed in aged care

The Australian Nursing Federation
(ANF) said figures showing nursing
home residents are experienc-
ing high rates of depression is a
reminder that there is a need for
more skilled staff, such as nurse
practitioners (NP) in the aged
care sector.

ANF federal secretary, Lee
Thomas, said well staffed nursing
homes would result in better health
for residents. “Nurse practitioners
could recognise and treat mental
health issues in aged care residents.”

Ms Thomas said the comments
of Chris White, General Manager
of Navitas Health Skills Australia
(HSA), that one third of Australia’s
180,000 aged care residents are esti-
mated to be living with depression are
a stark reminder that older Australians
need specialised care.

“There is currently a situation
whereby depression and anxiety
amongst aged care residents often

goes unnoticed ,” said Ms Thomas.
“These residents can suffer from a
combination of ailments that make
it more difficult to diagnose a mental
health issue,” she said.

“More nurse practitioners in
aged care would mean nursing home
residents have access to specialised
care. NPs are highly qualified nurses
who can care for resident’s mental
and physical health insuring one
does not have a detrimental impact
on the other.”

Ms Thomas said she was con-
cerned at HSA's comments indicating
34.7 percent of aged care residents
experience depression, significantly
higher than the 10 - 15 percent inci-
dence rate found in the general older
population.

“Depression is not a natural
part of ageing. We must ensure that
people are not suffering unnecessar-
ily through untreated depression or
anxiety.” @

minister. Minister Martin Ferguson
would have unfettered discretion
to place the waste dump wherever
he sees fit and with little regard for
other legislative safeguards — spe-
cifically as they relate to protecting
the environment and Aboriginal
rights.

The traditional owners of the
preferred nuclear waste dump
site, the Ngapa people of Muckaty
Station, have been actively fighting
against the waste dump being built
on their land.

The second speaker was
Marianne Mackay, an Aboriginal
activist and co-chair of the
Black Deaths in Custody Watch
Committee, spoke passionately in
defence of the rights of the tradi-
tional owners of Muckaty Station
to be consulted on what is done on
their land and that other Aboriginal
people had resisted and won the
right not to have their land and the
spirit of their land destroyed by
these activities.

Later in the week with the
debate on a Carbon Tax and a Cap
and Trade scheme for carbon seiz-
ing the national consciousness with

Q

Mia Pepper of the WANFA and also the Conservation Council of WA.

the heated and often puerile debate
in parliament, uranium mining and
nuclear energy once again reared its
head as a “clean and green” form of
energy which does not emit carbon.
However, as noted by the oppo-
nents of nuclear energy, uranium
is not a clean and green source of
renewable energy as neither is it
clean it is also not green, nor is it
cheap and we still haven’t found a

safe way to securely store radioac-
tive waste.

As also noted at the rally, nucle-
ar energy and uranium mining are a
non-solution to energy security and
a safe industry for workers or com-
munities who live in or close to any
areas where mining takes place as
radioactive dust and contaminated
waste water can and has leaked into
ground water. &

Union says

demise of green car fund

The nation’s car industry union
has begun a strident campaign
against the federal government’s
contentious decision to scrap the
green car fund to pay for flood
reconstruction, accusing Canberra
of “abject betrayal”.

The Australian Manufacturing
Workers Union (AMWU) has sent
a letter of protest to federal Labor
MPs, is campaigning in marginal
seats and will soon launch press,
TV and radio advertisements.

The letter says the decision to
scrap the fund was bad policy and
short-sighted and argues for a tem-
porary auto import tariff, which it

says would raise money for flood
reconstruction and help local car
makers under pressure from the
high Australian dollar.

“For the government to abolish
the fund in the manner it has is an
act of abject betrayal and has the
potential to seriously erode future
investment and job prospects of
workers within the industry.

“We consider the policy an
ill-conceived, knee-jerk response
to the flood crisis that will do little
to assist flood victims but much to
damage vehicle workers,” the letter
said.

The Rudd government set up

a betrayal

the fund as part of its $6.2 billion
car plan, unveiled at the depths of
the financial crisis in late 2008,
when the local car industry was on
its knees.

GMH secured $149 million to
build a local version of the Cruze
small car, which will be unveiled
at its Elizabeth plant in South
Australia.

But the Gillard government
scrapped the fund at the end of
last month as part of cost-cutting
measures to fund Queensland
and Victorian flood reconstruc-
tion, saving the government $234
million. &
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Climate change and the
growing Foo

Richard Titelius

Australia in recent years has
witnessed several extreme weather
events from the droughts and
floods in Queensland, Victoria, New
South Wales, South Australia and
in the Gascoyne and Murchison
regions of Western Australia
and the unrelenting drought in
south-western Australia. While
the extreme weather events have
disrupted the lives of individuals
and their communities, the effects
on the agricultural sector which is
responsible for the production of
food for domestic and international
markets has been devastating.

One crop after another has had to
downgrade its yield as droughts and
flooding rains take their toll. Wheat
crops on the east coast which were
almost ready to harvest in Queensland
and New South Wales fell victim to
unseasonable rains which caused
them to become moist and rot. Other
fresh produce farmers in southern
Queensland and northern News South
Wales that until recently were driven
almost to the brink of bankruptcy by
drought were pushed over the edge by
flooding rains which saturated their
land and caused their crops to fail.

In Western Australia the food
bowls in the south west have taken
a hammering from drought as cereal
harvests are their lowest in years.
Another silent killer also stalks the
land and reduces yields in the form
rising water tables increasing the
salinity of the soil as a consequence
of poor vegetation clearing practices.

However, these incidences of
weather extremes and changing
climates are happening not just in
Australia, but the world over — on
every continent.

Climate change is a
global phenomenon

If one were to Google the daily
newspaper of any country in the world
one would find a report of extreme
weather happening somewhere in
that country.

The US has recently had snow
storms across its Midwest and
northeast but in the southern state of
Florida has experienced a sustained
period of drought. It then had to con-
tend with record winter rainfalls when
usually it is cool and dry and instead
it became cool and wet. It is cooler in
Florida say some scientists because it
is warmer in the Arctic — helped along
by less ice and snow cover in the
Avrctic region which includes Russian
Siberia. This has also lead to forest
fires in Russia, loss of harvests, and
an increase in the sea ice melt.

Fidel Castro in a recent Reflection
titled, “The serious food crisis™ hinted
strongly at the economic and political
consequences of climate change.

Two growing dustbowls are
forming — one in north western China
and Mongolia and another in Central
Africa. There have been unprecedent-
ed rains in Colombia, Venezuela and
Brazil. Irrigated land area is shrinking
across the Middle East, particularly
in Saudi Arabia which was totally
dependent on a now depleted fossil
aquifer for its wheat self-sufficiency,
production fell by more than two
thirds. India, the United States and
China are also being fed with grain
that is produced by mining rather than
harvesting water. Rising temperatures
and melting ice and glaciers are also
impacting on food production.

“For each 1° Celsius rise in tem-
perature above the optimum during
the growing season, we can expect a
10 percent decline in grain yields,”
continued Fidel.

The rising temperatures caused
by an increase in carbon in the
atmosphere also contribute to
another change in the natural order
of the world as the ice at both polar
extremes of the world is melting at a
rate beyond predictions made 20-30
years ago, causing the sea levels
to rise. This will have the effect of
depriving many people who live in
river deltas and islands, of land on
which they live and grow food.

However beyond the effects
which increased levels of carbon in
the atmosphere and rising sea levels
will have on food production, are
the less publicised effects, including
plants bred for a particular level of
rainfall or a particular range of tem-
peratures. This will cause a dramatic
change in yields in hotter drier, cooler,
and wetter weather.

Most climate models envision
more extreme weather events of
all kinds, droughts of course, but
also severe rainstorms, hurricanes,
cyclones and flash flooding which
can be just as damaging to yields.
This was born out with the extreme
rain conditions which have occurred
across Australia. The Gascoyne River
in WA’s mid-west has flooded three
times in the past two months when
normally it would do so once every
five years. It is bracing itself for a
fourth time.

In addition, as noted by Paul
Roberts, author of The End of Food
published in 2008, higher tempera-
tures also boost pest populations and
allow insects, fungi, weeds and other
pests to migrate into farming regions
that were previously uninfected, lead-
ing to substantial crop damage.

Higher temperatures will also
stimulate soil bacteria and fungi which
accelerate the decay of soil organic
matter and thus reduce the capacity of
the soil to store and transport nutrients
and water. Such soils will not only
erode more easily, but will also need
more fertilisers to maintain yields; yet
because they have less organic matter
to retain those fertilisers, will simply
yield more of that nitrogen into the
groundwater.

Climate change and
food security

The changes to the planet’s
climate will have a devastating
effect on food security in the less
developed countries of the world,
especially in the marginal food
growing areas of sub-Saharan
Africa. However, the changes to the
world’s climate have also begun to
have an impact on the crop yields of
such agricultural powerhouses of the
USA, Russia, Australia, Argentina
and Brazil. All these food growing
areas have had extremes of hot
and cold, dry and wet in the past
three years which have resulted in
significant reductions in crop yields
causing scarcity and rises in the cost
of food production.

The answer to increasing food
security is to diversify the type of
crops grown so that when a weather
extreme occurs only one or two crops
have been wiped out from a dozen or
so, rather than the entire crops of one
or two monocrops.

The droughts and floods over the
Auwstralian summer of 2010 and 2011

Crisis

had been a timely reminder of a future
of rising food scarcity and increasing
food prices which are on the way.

However, farmers are also fac-
ing the increases in the cost of food
production as well as declining yields
and therefore revenues and many are
leaving the land altogether after a suc-
cession of crop failures — as happened
in southern Queensland after drought
followed by rains.

Roberts also points out in The
End of Food that the solution to sav-
ing our food production and the soil
that it grows in is to intensify the
amount of effort and care that we put
into food production because, as he
sees it, we are using up its inputs at
an alarming rate, degrading its assets
and creating new opportunities for
pathogens — (Avian bird flu, e-Coli
bacteria, malaria, dengue fever and
others).

It is time to have more people
employed in the food production
industry to ensure all the activities
necessary to look after the soil and
crops are able to be carried out. An
example was Cuba during its Special
Period from 1989 to 1993, follow-
ing the collapse of the Soviet Union
when the country had to turn to its
own resources which it did with
spectacular success.

Politicians and
acknowledgment

of climate change

Floods also wash topsoil out to
sea and droughts and strong winds
turn previously rich topsoil to dust
which is blown away in the wind.

Many of our politicians including
Anna Bligh, the Queensland premier
who has overseen that state’s summer
of climate upheaval, are reluctant to
make the connection between human
induced changes to the earth’s atmos-
phere and climate change which is
contributing to more acute and more
frequent weather events occurring in
Queensland and around the world.
The ten terms of references of that
states flood inquiry do not include
climate change as one of the causes
worthy of examination.

But this is not surprising as this
would mean engaging with the con-
cept that somehow the wasteful and
rapacious capitalist mode of produc-
tion and consumption is a prime
contributor to the problem.

Suddenly we would have to look
at the coal mining industry, land

development, and some agricultural
land practices in a different and unfa-
vourable light.

Climate change and
the looming food crisis

In recent years, governments of
countries have fallen or experienced
instability due to food (and water)
security issues. Haiti, Tunisia, Egypt,
Nigeria, Thailand, Russia are all coun-
tries that have experienced turmoil
due to sharp rises in the price of food
brought on in turn by scarcity brought
on by climate change.

Fidel Castro in his Reflection,
concluded, “The unrest of these past
few weeks is just the beginning. It is
no longer conflict between heavily

armed superpowers, but rather spread-
ing food shortages and rising food
prices — and the political turmoil this
would lead to — that threatens our
global future.

“Unless governments quickly
redefine security and shift expendi-
tures from military uses to investing
in climate change mitigation, water
efficiency, soil conservation, and
population stabilisation, the world
will in all likelihood be facing a future
with both more climate instability
and food price volatility. If business
as usual continues, food prices will
only trend upward.”

As will social and political insta-
bility which will flow from failing to
address the causes rather than some
of the symptoms. &
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International Women’s Day
100th march (Part 1)

Hand In hand In the class sruggle

International Women’s Day (IWD) is a tra-
ditional time for summing up achievements
and planning ahead. This year marks the
100th anniversary of the first IWD march.

It was Clara Zetkin, a leading socialist of her
time (prior to WW1) who introduced a proposal
which called for an annual international socialist
women’s day.

“In agreement with the class-conscious,
political and trade union organisations of the
proletariat of their respective countries, the
Socialist women of all countries will hold each
year a Women’s Day, whose foremost purpose
it must be to aid the attainment of women’s
suffrage. This demand must be handled in
conjunction with the entire women’s question
according to Socialist precepts. The Women’s
Day must have an international character and
is to be prepared carefully.” (August 27, 1910.
From a proposal to the Second International
Women’s Conference in Copenhagen).

The date — March 8 — was chosen because
of an event that had occurred on that day in the
United States. A women’s demonstration was
called on March 8, 1908 under the leadership of
women workers in the New York City garment
trades. Hundreds gathered to demand the vote
and to urge the building of a powerful garment
trades’ union.

The success of the 1908 demonstration
became known internationally among social-
ist women and Clara Zetkin proposed that the
day of the demonstration of American working
women become an International Women’s Day
and that March 8 each year be dedicated to
fighting for equal rights for all women in all
countries.

In 1911 the first International Women’s
Day march took place. Thus this year we are
celebrating the centenary of the first IWD march.

In 1911, the first IWD was celebrated in
four countries, Denmark, Austria, Switzerland
and Germany. The demands were voting rights
for women, improvements of women’s work-
ing conditions, the right to be hired as public
servants.

A hundred years later the number of coun-
tries where IWD is celebrated will be far greater
than four. There are specific issues that affect

to help her husband in making a living, but the
capitalist mode of production transformed her
into an unfair competitor.

“She wanted to bring prosperity to her
family, but instead misery descended upon
it. The proletarian woman obtained her own
employment because she wanted to create a
more sunny and pleasant life for her children,
but instead she became almost entirely sepa-
rated from them.

“She became an equal of the man as a
worker, the machine rendered muscular force
superfluous and everywhere women’s work
showed the same results in production as men’s
work. And since women constitute a cheap
labour force and above all a submissive one
that only in the rarest of cases dares to kick

barriers which have been raised against her
participation in the free competition of the
market place. Capitalism’s need to exploit
and the development of the modern mode of
production totally relieves her of her having
to fight such a struggle. On the contrary, new
barriers need to be erected against the exploi-
tation of the proletarian woman. Her rights
as wife and mother need to be restored and
permanently secured.

“Her final aim is not the free competition
with the man, but the achievement of the politi-
cal rule of the proletariat. The proletarian woman
fights hand in hand with the man of her class
against capitalist society.

“To be sure, she also agrees with the
demands of the bourgeois women’s movement,

“The proletarian woman fights hand in hand
with the man of her class against capitalist society.”

women in different countries and no doubt these
issues will be reflected in the slogans during the
marches and other events that will be taking
place internationally.

However, Clara Zetkin’s contribution to the
women’s movement was not limited to passing
a resolution on the establishment of the IWD.

Class struggle

It was with a sharply defined Marxist vision
that she pointed out that women’s struggle is
primarily class struggle.

“As far as the proletarian woman is con-
cerned, it is capitalism’s need to exploit and
search incessantly for a cheap labour force
that has created the women’s question. It is for
this reason, too, that the proletarian woman
has become enmeshed in the mechanism of
the economic life of our period and has been
driven into the workshops and to the machines.

“She went out into the economic life in order

against the thorns of capitalist exploitation, the
capitalists multiply the possibilities of women’s
work in industry. As a result of all this, the pro-
letarian woman has achieved her independence.
But verily, the price was very high and for the
moment they have gained very little...

“The proletarian woman has gained her
economic independence, but neither as a human
being nor as a woman or wife has she had the
possibility to develop her individuality. For her
task as a wife and a mother, there remain only
the bread crumbs which the capitalist producers
drop from their table.

“Therefore the liberation struggle of the
proletarian woman cannot be similar to the
struggle that the bourgeois woman wages against
the male of her class. On the contrary, it must
be a joint struggle with the male of her class
against the entire class of capitalists.

“She does not need to fight against the
men of her class in order to tear down the

Clara Zetkin

but she regards the fulfilment of these demands
simply as a means to enable that movement to
enter the battle, equipped with the same weap-
ons, alongside the proletariat”. (Clara Zetkin,
Selected Writings, pp 76-78).

This was written in 1896 but it’s as true
today as it was more than a hundred years ago.

Many things have happened since then and
there have been tremendous achievements and
spectacular setbacks.

It is not surprising that the pioneering ideas
of Clara Zetkin and her comrades were put
into practice in the countries where socialist
transformations had taken place. One of the
first steps in every socialist country was to
pass legislation giving women equal rights.
Talking about the working women’s move-
ment, VI.Lenin pointed out, “The chief task
of the working women’s movement is to fight
for economic and social equality, and not only
formal equality, for women. The chief thing is
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to get women to take part in socially produc-
tive labour, to liberate them from ‘domestic
slavery’, to free them from their stupefying and
humiliating subjugation to the eternal drudgery
of the kitchen and the nursery”. (V.Lenin, The
Emancipation of Women).

The real emancipation of women, according
to Lenin, “real communism will begin when an
all-out struggle begins (led by the proletariat
wielding the state power) against the petty
housekeeping, or rather when its wholesale
transformation into a large-scale socialist
economy begins”.

Clara Zetkin and VI.Lenin were not only the
staunch supporters of women’s education and
their rightful place in social and political life.
They both agreed that men need to be familiar
with the problems that women face. Lenin was
quoted as saying to Clara Zetkin in 1920 that
the men needed to be educated as well.

“So far men — even among the proletariat
— realise how much effort and trouble they can
save women, even quite do away with it, if they
were to lend a hand in ‘women’s work’. But no,
that is contrary to the ‘rights and dignity of a
man’. They want their peace and comfort. The
home life of the woman is a daily sacrifice to
a thousand unimportant trivialities... Our com-
munist work among the women, our political
work, embraces a great deal of educational
work among men”.

Working class men and women stand shoul-
der to shoulder in times of crises, as many a
strike had proved. When Clara Zetkin wrote in
Women’s Right to Vote ...” it must be a class
struggle of all the exploited without differences
of sex against all the exploiters no matter what
sex they belong to,” she again revealed very
clearly what was most important in the struggle.

Bourgeois feminists even today do not see
that their position on women’s emancipation
reflects their class position which dictates their
strategies and actions, not necessarily those of
the working class. The structure of women’s
oppression varies significantly and it should be
clearly understood.

While reforms ameliorate the situation of
the working class and “lighten the weight of the
chains labour is burdened with by capitalism”,
they are not “sufficient to crush capitalism and to
emancipate the workers from their tyranny”. &
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The Global Economic Crisis

“We are living the end of an entire epoch:
experts everywhere witness the collapse
of the US and world financial system, the
absence of credit for trade and the lack of
financing for investment. A world depres-
sion, in which upward of a quarter of the
world’s labour force will be unemployed, is
looming.” This grim warning comes from
James Petras writing in a newly published
book from Global Research, The Global
Economic Crisis: The Great Depression of
the XXI Century.

The book, edited by Michel Chossudovsky
and Andrew Gavin Marshall, contains contribu-
tions from 16 different authors, each from their
own area of expertise, to provide an in-depth
and comprehensive analysis of the global eco-
nomic crisis, its impact on people and nations.
In sharp contrast to the narrow economic focus
of bourgeois economists, it examines the social,
political and military interconnections. It is
political economy in the true sense of the term.

“The economic crisis is accompanied by
a worldwide process of militarisation, a ‘war
without borders’ led by the United States of
America and its NATO allies. The conduct of
the Pentagon’s ‘long war’ is intimately related
to the restructuring of the global economy,”
the editors point out in the preface to the book.

“Despite the diversity of viewpoints and
perspectives presented within this volume,
all of the contributors ultimately come to the
same conclusion: humanity is at the crossroads
of the most serious economic and social crisis
in modern history.” And there is a diversity of
viewpoints and perspectives on this crisis, but all
are based on a concern for humanity and make
an important contribution to the big picture.

The first part of the book examines the
causes and nature of the economic crisis, in
particular the history of financial deregulation,
the role and impact of neo-liberalism, the central
role of debt and monetary policy.

It shows how the meltdown of financial
markets in 2008-09 was the result of institu-
tionalised fraud and financial manipulation.
“The “bank bailouts” were implemented on the
instructions of Wall Street, leading to the largest
transfer of money wealth in recorded history,
while simultaneously creating an insurmount-
able public debt.”

James Petras, in a chapter on “Depression:
The Crisis of Capitalism”, describes the long-
term growth of industrial capital, its surplus
profits which spilled over into services, includ-
ing finance, real estate, insurance, and urban
lands. He talks about the growth in power of
capital, the consequential weakening of the
organisation of labour and its bargaining power.
He shows how “those who caused the crisis
are also the greatest beneficiaries of govern-
ment largesse.”

“Under conditions of dynamic capitalist
growth, the state and state policy became their
absolute instrument: restrictions, controls,
regulation were weakened. What was dubbed
‘neo-liberalism’ opened new areas for invest-
ment of surplus profits; public enterprises, land,
resources and banks were privatised.” (p104)

Petras makes the interesting point that while
the US was de-industrialised, “US capital did
not ‘de-industrialise’ — it relocated to China,
Korea and other centres of growth, not because
of “falling profits’ but because of surplus profits
and greater profits overseas.”

“The current world depression,” says Petras,
“is a product of the over-accumulation process
of the capitalist system in which the crash of
the financial system was the ‘detonator’ but not
the structural determinant...

“The capitalist system in crisis destroys
capital in order to purge itself of the least
efficient, least competitive and most indebted
enterprises and sectors, in order to re-concentrate
capital and reconstruct the powers of accumula-
tion — political conditions permitting.

The reconstruction of capital grows out of
the pillage of state resources — so-called bailouts
and other massive transfers from the public
treasury (read taxpayers’), which results from
the savage reduction of social transfers (read
public services) and the cheapening of labour
through firings, massive unemployment, wage,
pension and health reductions and the general

reduction of living standards in order to increase
the rate of profit.” (p106)

Petras argues that the US is experiencing
a depression but the context is very different
from those of past eras: “[it] takes place in
the context of a de-industrialised economy,
an insolvent financial system, record fiscal
deficits, record trade deficits, unprecedented
public debt, multi-trillion dollar foreign debt
and well over US$800 billion committed in
military expenditures for several ongoing wars
and occupations.” (p110)

If anyone had doubts as to where Obama’s
class allegiance lies, they won’t after reading
this book. Petras (and others) show clearly that
“Obama’s policies demonstrate that his regime
is totally committed to saving the capitalist class
and the US empire”.

Claudia von Werdlhof looks at the history
of neo-liberalism, “market fundamentalism”,
the economic medicine of the International
Monetary Fund, the World Trade Organisation
(“an instrument of economic oppression”),
privatisation and intellectual property rights.

She makes a number of important points
about the aims of the World Trade Organisation,
in particular, the General Agreement on Trade
in Services (GATS): “The GATS can be con-
sidered the most radical expression of militant
neo-liberalism so far because it formulates its
ultimate ambition in a way it has not been for-
mulated before; namely, that no social, cultural,
public or natural sectors should remain outside
of economic control and exploitation — without
exception. The GATS has hence to be under-
stood as the attempt to turn absolutely everything
in this world into commaodities or commercial
services in order to extract profit.” (130)

Von Werdlhof draws the conclusion that
“Neo-liberalism and war are two sides of the
same coin” and “Militarism once again appears
as the ‘executor of capital accumulation’ —
potentially everywhere and enduringly. The
notion of the people as a sovereign body has
practically been abolished. We have witnessed
a coup of sorts.... Demaocracy appears outdated.
After all, it ‘hinders business’.” (p125)

“Human rights and rights of sovereignty
have been transferred from people, communi-
ties and governments to corporations,” von
Werdlhof adds.

As great as all the contributions are, the
section of the book that really sets it apart from
other publications on the economic crisis is
the one on War, National Security and World
Governance.

Tom Burghardt says in the opening remarks
to his chapter on Pentagon and Intelligence
Black Budget Operations: “As the global eco-
nomic crisis deepens, ongoing efforts by the
defence and security establishment to shore-up
the empire’s crumbling edifice consumes an
ever-greater proportion of America’s national
budget, as much as 36 percent according to
some estimates.” (p241)

He backs this claim with facts and figures
and rich information on the dirty deeds of the
totally unaccountable Pentagon and its secret
operations. In a section on space-based spies
Burghardt refers to a book by Tim Shorrock
(Spies for Hire) which reveals that 95 per-
cent of employees working for the National
Reconnaissance Office (NRO) are contractors
working for private defence and security firms!

The highly secretive NRO has responsibil-
ity for America’s fleet of military spy satellites.
“... contractors control about $7 billion [of an
estimated $8 billion budget] worth of business
at the NRO, giving the spy satellite industry the
distinction of being the most privatised part of
the Intelligence Community.”(p246)

Amongst many examples, Burghardt draws
attention to hidden surveillance equipment in
innocuous looking blimps made by Raytheon
(one of the largest and most powerful weapons
makers), hovering over large crowds. Said Lee
Silvestre, from Raytheon’s Integrated Defence
division, “The airship is great because it doesn’t
have that Big Brother feel, or create feelings
of invasiveness. But it’s still a really powerful
security tool.” (p249)

Bil Van Auken, writing how the deepening
economic crisis “threatens national security”
in America quotes from the US Director of

The Great Depression
of the XXI Century

. Michel Chossudovskyand
Andrew GavifrMarshall, Editors . -

National Intelligence, Dennis Blair, who
warned the Senate Committee on Intelligence
in February 2009 that the economic crisis posed
the paramount threat to US national security. Van
Auken says that underlying Blair’s remarks are
fears that “a protracted economic crisis accom-
panied by rising unemployment and reduced
social spending will trigger a global eruption
of the class struggle and the threat of social
revolution.” (p255) An interesting observation
in the light of recent developments in the Middle
East, Greece, the US and elsewhere.

Blair described the primary, near-term secu-
rity concern of the US as the global economic
crisis and its geopolitical implications, not ter-
rorism. He noted that “roughly a quarter of the
countries in the world have already experienced
low-level instability such as government changes
because of the current slowdown.” Van Auken
says, “Blair stressed that the threat that the
crisis will produce revolutionary upheavals is
global.” (p256)

Van Auken outlines how the US administra-
tion is preparing for “violent strategic dislocation
inside the United States,” including the use of
the military.

In another chapter, “Martial Law, the
Financial Bailout and War”, Peter Dale Scott
reports that under Clinton’s Continuity of
Operations Program (COOP), the Army’s role
was being redefined as “one of controlling the
American people, not just protecting them.”
(p221)

He describes how in April 2002, “Defence
officials implemented a plan for domestic
US military operations by creating a new US
Northern Command (CINC-SUNORTHCOM)
for the continental United States.” (p224)

The Army Times (Sept, 2008) announced
the redeployment of an active Brigade Army
Team from Iraq to America in a new mission

“;

3
- a|

that “may become a permanent part of the active
Army.” They were put under the day-to-day
control of the Northern Command and may be
called upon to help with civil unrest and crowd
control. (p225)

According to Scott, the financial bailout
legislation of September 2008 was only passed
“after members of both Congressional houses
were warned that failure to act would threaten
civil unrest and the imposition of martial law.”
(p220)

The way in which the contributions by
Burghardt, VVan Auken, Scott and others comple-
ment each other is typical of the many intercon-
nections between the different contributions.

The alternatives proposed by the authors
range from socialism through to reforms within
capitalism. James Petras draws the conclusion
that “Planning, public ownership and nation-
alisation are on the agenda while socialist
alternatives have become almost respectable.”
From the chapters on the Pentagon, military and
security organisations it is clear that sections of
the ruling class had this on their minds some
years ago when they began making preparations
to suppress internal dissent and struggle.

Other parts of the book deal with Global
Poverty, The Global Monetary System, and the
Shadow Banking System. They also provide
very valuable information and analysis. Space
does not permit coverage of all contributions.

This book is certainly not dry economics.
I would recommend it as essential reading for
trade unionists, peace activists, environmental-
ists and all who have concern for the future of
humanity and our planet.

The Global Economic Crisis: The Great
Depression of the XXI Century, Global
Research, 2010, pp391.

To purchase a copy of the book see the
advertisement on page 11. &
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For the right to
determine their future

Events in the Middle East and
North Africa of recent weeks have
been greeted with great enthusiasm
by progressive people across the
globe. People deprived of their
right to sovereignty and security
and democratic rights have looked
to developments in Tunisia and
Egypt, in particular, for inspira-
tion in their own struggles. On the
other hand, the strategists of US
imperialism have been shaken and
have been forced to express belated
and breathtakingly hypocritical
support for the demands of the
people of the region for decent
living conditions and a democratic
future.

It would be naive to believe the
same US strategists had not consid-
ered the need for a “Plan B” in the
event the repressive regimes that
supported their aims in the Middle
East collapsed.

For a long time they have had
a policy of supporting tyrants like
Mubarak while trying to co-opt his
opposition at the very same time.

Young leaders of the Egyptian
opposition, for example, have been
received by senior administration
figures like former National Security
Adviser Condoleeza Rice for many
years. The vast resources of the
National Endowment for Democracy
and other US government-sponsored
agencies have been put at their
disposal.

The motives of these US agen-
cies are aggressive. They have been
used to destabilise governments that
have not bent to the will of the US.
Their meddling was clear in events in
the former Yugoslavia, Georgia, the
Ukraine, Cuba, Venezuela and Bolivia
among others.

It is a mistake to think that
protests against the democratically
elected governments of Presidents
Chavez and Morales (both depicted
in the capitalist media as “dictators”)

are of the same nature as the protests
against the very real dictatorships of
Mubarak and Ben Alia as has been
suggested by spokespersons for US
interests.

It would serve the propaganda
ends of the US as it grapples with
the changing political landscape to
suggest that discontent at conditions
in Iran and Libya have precisely
the same origins as those in Egypt,
Tunisia and even Bahrain.

It is undeniably true that the
Islamic regime in Iran represses
political expression and trade union
activity in an intolerable fashion and
denies basic democratic rights to its
citizens but it is also undeniable that
it has upheld the popular aspirations
for independence from US and British
imperialism and the control of its own
resources.

Developments
in Libya

Libya has also taken a path
independent of imperialism. This
has been modified to some extent
in recent times following the back
down over the Lockerbie issue and
weapons research. These shifts were
achieved through massive diplomatic
and economic pressure including crip-
pling sanctions.

It is necessary to recall that fol-
lowing the accession to power of
Colonel Muammar Gaddafi, Libya
was transformed from a poor, foreign-
dominated, mostly illiterate desert
country into a leading member of
the Non-Aligned Movement, with
high levels of literacy and high life
expectancy.

People’s Councils — a form of
participatory government — were
established. The people took charge
of their oil resources and the proceeds
were used to establish services of
a high standard to the community.
Over 90 percent of these resources

A rally for the heroic people of Egypt turned into a celebration at the UN Plaza in San Francisco.

remain in the hands of the Libyan
people. They would be a glittering
prize for the US and other petroleum
transnationals. Until recently, Libya
had the highest standard of living in
the region.

Events in Libya present a grave
danger to peace in the form of another
US-led NATO intervention in the
region. In a recent reflection (see
below), former Cuban President Fidel
Castro pointed to this threat and called
on progressive people not to rush to
judgement of the merits of the forces
involved:

“One can agree with [Libyan
President] Gaddafi or not. The world

has been invaded with all kinds of
news, especially using the mass
media. One has to wait the necessary
length of time in order to learn pre-
cisely what is the truth and what are
lies, or a mixture of events of every
kind that, in the midst of chaos, were
produced in Libya.

“For me, what is absolutely
clear is that the government of the
United States is not in the least
worried about peace in Libya and
it will not hesitate in giving NATO
the order to invade that rich coun-
try, perhaps in a matter of hours or
a few short days.”

The Communist Party of

Australia accepts this as sound
advice. It is still not clear, for exam-
ple, who is chiefly responsible for
the reported killings on the streets
of Libya’s cities.

It is essential that we take every
opportunity to demonstrate our sup-
port for the people of the region in
their legitimate demands for change
and for sovereignty.

We must stand firm for their
right to determine their futures and
for outside forces to keep out. We
must oppose US and other imperialist
interference in the events that have
taken place and are still unfolding.
All power to the people! &

Reflections by Comrade Fidel
The NATO plan is to occupy Libya

Oil has become the principal
wealth in the hands of the great
US transnationals; through this
energy source they had an instru-
ment that considerably expanded
their political power in the world.
It was their main weapon when
they decided to liquidate the Cuban
Revolution as soon as the first just
and sovereign laws were passed:
depriving it of oil.

Upon this energy source
today’s civilisation was developed.
Venezuela was the nation in this
hemisphere that paid the highest
price. The United States became
the lord and master of the huge
oil fields that Mother Nature had
bestowed upon that country.

At the end of the last World
War, it started to extract greater
amounts of oil from the oil fields
of Iran, as well as those in Saudi
Arabia, Iraq and the Arab countries
located around them. These became
the main suppliers. World consump-
tion progressively increased to the
fabulous figure of approximately
80 million barrels a day, including

those being extracted on United
States territory, to which later gas,
hydro and nuclear energies were
added. Until the beginning of the
20th century, coal had been the
basic source of energy that made
industrial development possible,
before billions of automobiles and
engines consuming the liquid fuel
were produced.

The squandering of oil and
gas is associated with one of the
greatest tragedies, not in the least
resolved, which is suffered by
humankind: climate change.

When our Revolution arose,
Algeria, Libya and Egypt were not
yet oil producers and a great part
of the abundant reserves of Saudi
Avrabia, Irag, Iran and the United
Arab Emirates were still to be
discovered.

In December of 1951, Libya
became the first African country
to attain its independence after
WW I, during which its territory
was the stage for important battles
between the troops of Germany and
the United Kingdom, conferring

fame and glory on Generals
Erwin Rommel and Bernard L
Montgomery.

Ninety-five percent of its ter-
ritory is completely made up of
desert. Technology permitted the
discovery of vital oilfields of excel-
lent quality light oil that today
reach 1,800,000 barrels a day along
with abundant deposits of natural
gas. Such riches allowed it to reach
life expectancy that is almost at 75
years of age and the highest per
capita income in Africa. Its harsh
desert is located over an enormous
lake of fossil waters, equivalent to
more than three times the land area
of Cuba; this has made it possible
to construct a broad network of
pipelines of fresh water that stretch
from one end of the country to the
other.

Libya, which had a million
inhabitants when it attained inde-
pendence, today has somewhat
more than six million.

The Libyan Revolution took
place in the month of September of
the year 1969. Its main leader was

Muammar al-Gaddafi, a soldier of
Bedouin origin who, in his early
years, was inspired by the ideas of
the Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel
Nasser. Without any doubt, many of
his decisions are associated with the
changes that were produced when,
as in Egypt, a weak and corrupt
monarchy was overthrown in Libya.

One can agree with Gaddafi or
not. The world has been invaded
with all kinds of news, especially
using the mass media. One has to
wait the necessary length of time in
order to learn precisely what is the
truth and what are lies, or a mixture
of events of every kind that, in the
midst of chaos, were produced in
Libya. For me, what is absolutely
clear is that the government of the
United States is not in the least
worried about peace in Libya and
it will not hesitate in giving NATO
the order to invade that rich coun-
try, perhaps in a matter of hours or
days.

Those who with perfidious
intentions invented the lie that
Gaddafi was headed for Venezuela.

A fitting response came from
Foreign Affairs Minister Nicolas
Maduro when he literally stated that
he was “wishing that the Libyan
people would find, in the exercise
of their sovereignty, a peaceful
solution to their difficulties, that
would preserve the integrity of the
Libyan people and nation, without
the interference of imperialism...”

As for me, | cannot imag-
ine that the Libyan leader would
abandon his country; escaping the
responsibilities he is charged with,
whether or not they are partially or
totally false.

An honest person shall always
be against any injustice being com-
mitted against any people in the
world, and the worst of all, at this
moment, would be to remain silent
in the face of the crime that NATO
is getting ready to commit against
the Libyan people.

The leadership of that war-
mongering organisation has to do it.
We must condemn it!

Fidel Castro Ruz &
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The CIA’s Kill

IN Lahore

Mike Whitney

When CIA agent Raymond Davis
gunned down two Pakistani
civilians in broad daylight on
a crowded street in Lahore, he
probably never imagined that the
entire Washington establishment
would spring to his defence. But
that’s precisely what happened.
Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton,
Mike Mullen, John Kerry, Leon
Panetta and a number of other US
bigwigs have all made appeals on
Davis’s behalf.

None of these stalwart defend-
ers of “the rule of law” have shown
a speck of interest in justice for the
victims or of even allowing the inves-
tigation to go forward so they could
know what really happened. Oh, no.
What Clinton and the rest want, is
to see their man Davis packed onto
the next plane to Langley so he can
play shoot-’em-up someplace else in
the world.

Does Clinton know that after
Davis shot his victims five times in the
back, he calmly strode back to his car,
grabbed his camera, and photographed
the dead bodies? Does she know that
the two so-called “diplomats” who
came to his rescue in a Land Rover
(which Killed a passerby) have been
secretly spirited out of the country so
they won’t have to appear in court?
Does she know that the families of the
victims are now being threatened and
attacked to keep them from testifying
against Davis? Here’s a clip from
The Nation:

“Three armed men forcibly gave
poisonous pills to Muhammad Sarwar,
the uncle of Shumaila Kanwal,

the widow of Fahim shot dead by
Raymond Davis, after barging into his
house in Rasool Nagar, Chak Jhumra.

“Sarwar was rushed to Allied
Hospital in critical condition where
doctors were trying to save his life
till early Thursday morning. The
brother of Muhammad Sarwar told
The Nation that three armed men
forced their entry into the house after
breaking the windowpane of one of
the rooms. When they broke the glass,
Muhammad Sarwar came out. The
outlaws started beating him up

The other family members,
including women and children, com-
ing out for his rescue, were taken
hostage and beaten up. The three
outlaws then took everyone hostage
at gunpoint and forced poisonous pills
down Sarwar’s throat.” (“Shumaila’s
uncle forced to take poisonous pills”,
The Nation)

Good show, Hillary. We’re all
about the rule of law in the good
old USA.

But why all the intrigue and
arm-twisting? Why has the State
Department invoked the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations
to make its case that Davis is entitled
to diplomatic immunity? If Davis
is innocent, then he has nothing to
worry about, right? Why not let the
trial go forward and stop reinforcing
the widely-held belief that Davis is
a vital cog in the US’s clandestine
operations in Pakistan?

The truth is that Davis had been
photographing sensitive installations
and madrassas for some time, the
kind of intelligence gathering that
spies do when scouting-out prospec-
tive targets. Also, he’d been in close

INg spree

At a protest and Raymond Davis in chains.

contact with members of terrorist
organisations, which suggests a link
between the CIA and terrorist inci-
dents in Pakistan. Here’s an excerpt
from The Express Tribune:

“His cell phone has revealed con-
tacts with two ancillaries of Al-Qaeda
in Pakistan, Tehreek-e-Taliban of
Pakistan (TTP) and sectarian Lashkar-
e-Jhangvi (LeJ), which has led to
the public conclusion that he was
behind terrorism committed against
Pakistan’s security personnel and its
people ....This will strike people as
America in cahoots with the Taliban
and Al-Qaeda against the state of
Pakistan targeting, as one official
opined, Pakistan’s nuclear installa-
tions.” (Raymond Davis: “The plot
thickens”, The Express Tribune)

Al-Qaeda? The CIA is working
with “ancillaries of Al-Qaeda in
Pakistan”? No wonder the US media
has been keeping a wrap on this story
for so long.

Naturally, most Pakistanis now
believe that the US is colluding with
terrorists to spread instability, weaken
the state, and increase its power in the
region. But isn’t that America’s MO
everywhere?

Also, many people noticed that
US drone attacks suddenly stopped as
soon as Davis was arrested. Was that
a coincidence? Not likely. Davis was
probably getting coordinates from his
new buddies in the tribal hinterland
and then passing them along to the
Pentagon. The drone bombings are
extremely unpopular in Pakistan.
More then 1400 people have been
killed since August 2008, and most
of them have been civilians.

And, there’s more. This is from
(Pakistan’s) The Nation:

“A local lawyer has moved a
petition in the court of Additional
District and Sessions ... contend-
ing that the accused (Davis)... was
preparing a map of sensitive places

in Pakistan through the GPS system
installed in his car. He added that
mobile phone sims, lethal weapons,
and videos camera were recovered
from the murder accused on January
27, 2011.” (*Davis mapped Pakistan
targets court told”, The Nation)

So, Davis’s GPS chip was being
used to identify targets for drone
attacks in the tribal region. Most
likely, he was being assisted on the
other end by recruits or members of
the Tehreek-e-Taliban.

Despite the Obama administra-
tion’s efforts to derail the investiga-
tion, the case against Davis is going
forward. Whether he is punished or
not is irrelevant. This isn’t about
Davis anyway. It’s a question of
whether the US is working hand-
in-hand with the very organizations
that it publicly condemns in order to
advance its global agenda. If that’s the
case, then the war on terror is a fraud.
Information Clearing House &

Jobless? It’s all your

The unemployed were damned
for being “workshy” as Con-Dem
ministers revealed the nastiest
welfare squeeze in living memory
on top of mass public and private-
sector job losses.

As the coalition ruins liveli-
hoods by imposing hundreds of
thousands of job cuts under the
slogan “we are all in this together,”
millionaire Prime Minister David
Cameron announced a “reform”
package that unions argue blames
the unemployed for being jobless.

Announcing the Welfare
Reform Bill alongside Work and
Pensions Secretary lain Duncan
Smith, Mr Cameron said: “The
benefit system has created a benefit
culture. It doesn’t just allow peo-
ple to act irresponsibly, but often
actively encourages them to do so.”

He stated that the Con-Dems’
policies were “tough, radical but
fair.”

Key changes include drawing
benefits together under a single
Universal Credit, creating a Work
Program to help the long-term
unemployed into jobs and new
incentives to “ensure that work
always pays”.

The Housing Benefit will be
restricted to cover only the cheapest
30 percent of homes in an area.

But the coalition was forced to
backtrack on proposals announced
in last year’s emergency budget
to cut the Housing Benefit by 10
percent for anyone on jobseeker’s
allowance for more than a year.

According to Mr Cameron
the plans would see £5.5 billion
slashed from the Welfare Bill in
real terms over the next four years
by limiting the Housing Benefit,
reforming tax credits and taking
child benefit away from higher-rate
taxpayers.

But unions attacked the coali-
tion for punishing the unemployed
and impoverished for their own
misfortunes.

“Long-term unemployment has
doubled not because of a sudden
increase in workshy scroungers, but
as an inevitable result of economic
policies based on cuts that destroy
growth,” said TUC general secre-
tary Brendan Barber.

“Making low-income work-
ing families thousands of pounds
worse off through welfare cuts over
the next two years using the claim
that they will be slightly better off
in 2013 is an absurd argument that
will ring hollow as families suffer
the toughest income squeeze for
nearly a century.”

He added that the welfare
changes were “drastic” and would
not stem the rise in unemployment.

Public and Commercial
Services Union general secretary
Mark Serwotka said: “You can’t
force people into jobs that aren’t
there. Instead of denigrating some
of the most vulnerable people in
our society and blaming them for
being sick, disabled or unemployed,
the government should be creat-
ing jobs — not cutting them — and

fault

properly supporting people with the
help and training they need.”

Charities Macmillan Cancer
Support, Disability Alliance and
Scope argued that the impact of the
reforms could push whole families
with illnesses or disabilities into
poverty.

Welfare Reform:

key points

« Benefits to be brought under one
Universal Credit, which will also
ensure those coming off welfare
or increasing hours can keep 35p
of benefits for every extra £1 they
take home.

 Housing Benefit will be restricted

to cover only the cheapest 30

percent of homes in an area

with limits on the amount which

can be claimed by families of a

particular size.

Unemployed people who refuse

to accept a job or voluntary work

will lose benefits for three months
on the first occasion, rising to
three years if it happens three
times.

A review of sickness absence to

end what Mr Cameron described

as the “sicknote culture”

Cutting £1 billion by replacing

Disability Living Allowance with

a face-to-face assessment under

Personal Independence Payment,

raising fears from charities that

hundreds of thousands of disabled
people will lose support.

Morning Star &

Britian’s Prime Minister David Cameron.
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Peter Cundall’s
good works

Peter Cundall was much loved for
his ABC Gardening Australia series.
He is also much respected for his
progressive environmental and
social views. With years of being a
welcome and familiar guest in all
our homes it is not presumptuous
to regard him as part of your own
family.

So when Peter Cundall and about
50 other people was arrested in 2009
for failing to comply with directions
of a police officer while peacefully
protesting against the environmental
vandalism on the steps on Tasmania
Parliament House, it felt quite person-
al. It also looked very dumb indeed.
It still looks that way now when he
and his friend were found guilty and
fined about $50 each.

Mind you, convictions were not
recorded — such a relief! True to his
beliefs and character, Mr Cundall
said that the fight against the planned
Gunns Tamar Valley pulp mill will
continue. | believe Mr Cundall is 83
years and it is so satisfying to see

people like him to be fully engaged
in life.

It is so lovely to see a person
who is an example to us all — active,
dedicated to a good fight for the good
of all and against the greed of the
few. Shame on Tasmanian authorities,
though, they are a real laughing stock.
They should be cloning people like
that, not finding them guilty.

T Southern
Brisbane

Privatisation
no answer

Victoria Park pool in Sydney has
been a popular place for inner city
kids (and adults) to learn to swim
and generally enjoy exercise and
water. Several years ago it was
upgraded and renovated. Now
the locals are concerned about the
privatisation of the pool.

The Council says it subsidises the
pool and that’s why it has to put the
management out to tender. Somebody
has to remind the Council that it
is there to provide services to the
community — and in the case of that
particular pool it has been keeping
low prices so that hundreds of dis-
advantaged kids could learn to swim.

If the Council thinks that pri-
vatisation is the only solution to
everything it is not essentially doing
its job and its members should resign.
I do not think it is going to happen
any time soon but | really think they
should get off that dead-end privati-
sation road.

Mel Dunleavy
Sydney

Contradictions in
free speech

It is astounding how we can per-
ceptually modify our judgment of
people and their words and actions.
It is argued that the young girl
levelling accusations at AFL figures
is unwell and that she is in need of
psychosocial counselling. I do not
dispute this and the fact that her
angst and behaviour may originate
from exploitation and subsequent
neglect.

However Brendan O’Connell is
vilified for his presumed racial vili-
fication of others and is sentenced to
three years jail. How come no one
asks if his words and actions are not
from an unwell person who too is in
need of psychosocial counselling?

Who knows of the origins of his
identity formation?

It is a tragically funny world.
On the one hand many governments
and concerned citizens are disturbed
by the whistle blowing practices of
Julian Assange and Bradley Manning.
US Congressmen and women are
calling for Assange’s extradition
for him to be tried presumably for
“treason” and “espionage”. Bradley
Manning is in jail for being the big-
gest whistle blower in recent times.
However, Andrew Wilkie, the ASIO
and Australian Defence Department
whistle blower did no less than Julian
and Bradley, in exposing ASIO
and Defence Department lies about
WMDs, etc. However he is now a
Member of Parliament!

Strange how it all plays out.

Gerry Georgatos
WA

DO YOU HAVE
SOMETHING TO SAY?

Uhcite a letter to the Editor

History correction

Many thanks to your correspond-
ent Steven Katsineris (16.02.2011)
for his kind words regarding
the film reviews of Black Swan
and The King’s Speech — and
also for tactfully overlooking
my crashing blunder, in which I
mentally swapped pre-war France
and Poland. As the Press Fund
report subsequently reminded
me in frosty tones, it was the Nazi
invasion of Poland in September
1939 that forced Britain to declare
war on Germany, which ushered
in the “phony war”, while the
invasion of France occurred some
eight months later.

Interviewed recently on US TV,
actor Colin Firth (who played the
King brilliantly, finally shaking off
Mr Darcy) pointed out the extremely
fluid nature of pre-war British
politics. Prior to the war, Hitler’s off-
sider Herman Goering is said to have
favoured the formation of an alliance
with Britain, an idea which doubtless
would have been very popular in
some quarters in Britain. However,
the Fuhrer would have none of it,
and Austria was annexed. Germany

invaded Czechoslovakia in October
1938, taking Prague in March 1939,
but Britain and France failed to come
to its aid, despite having promised
to do so.

Many British conservative politi-
cians wanted the Nazis to invade the
Soviet Union, and were willing to
help them do so. Even after Poland
was invaded and Britain declared war,
Beaverbrook and Chamberlain still
clung to the idea of forming some
sort of agreement with Germany,
although the end result of that would
undoubtedly have been surrender and
occupation.

Churchill had no illusions about
Nazi intentions, but he was not Prime
Minister when the War began. That’s
why the speech made by the King
at the outbreak of war, and depicted
as the film’s climactic moment, was
S0 important in steeling the resolve
of the British people to take on the
Nazis. And despite the film’s focus
on the incredibly pampered British
monarchy, the King’s speech is one
of several good reasons why this film
is worth seeing.

Peter Mac
Sydney
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Fear,
paranoia
and
Petraeus

Capitalism is a system based on
inequality and lies, a system that
raises the hopes and aspirations of
virtually all its citizens but denies
most of them the chance to fulfil
those hopes and dreams. It rewards
the cynical and the grasping, and
treads on the faces of the meek
and the mild.

Small wonder that youth,
buoyed up by the system’s expressed
goals, find the reality of its perform-
ance deflating and disturbing, the
distance between its propaganda
and its truth just too great to bridge
without harm.

Students in many countries have
difficulties under capitalism, either
from its attempts to restrict their
access to education or allow a few to
profit from providing it, or else they
have difficulties trying to reconcile
their beliefs and expectations with
the anomalies and insecurities of the
capitalist system.

Emotional breakdown among
students is common, nowhere more
so than in the USA, the most highly
developed capitalist country. Few
would dispute that the USA is also
the centre of global nuttiness.

Students in other countries have

on occasion run amok and harmed
or killed fellow students or teachers,
but only in the USA has this become
a recurring occurrence.

In 1999, at Columbine High
School in Colorado, two senior stu-
dents, armed with automatic weapons,
embarked on a massacre, killing 12
students and one teacher and wound-
ing 21 other students before commit-
ting suicide. In April 2007, a student
at Virginia Tech armed also with an
automatic weapon Killed 32 people.

The following year, five more
people were murdered on a university
campus in Northern Illinois. Victims
and perpetrators however are not
confined to students. This year, six
people were shot dead and thirteen
wounded when a gunman opened
fire at an election rally in a car-park
in Tucson, Arizona.

In his splendid film Bowling
For Columbine, polemical US film-
maker Michael Moore showed that
these massacres were not caused by
“frontier spirit”, “rugged individual-
ism” or even the ready availability of
guns in the USA, but by a combina-
tion of all of these with a carefully
cultivated, heavily inculcated and
relentlessly reinforced climate of fear
and paranoia.

It suits the US ruling class to
have the bulk of the population in a
constant state of fear: fear of foreign-
ers with guns, fear of blacks with
guns, fear of poor whites with guns,
but never fear of US businessmen
with guns.

Business people rarely use guns
themselves anyway. When they want
someone offed, they hire it done — or
get the US government to do it for
them.

However, the irrationality that
lies at the heart of the US populace’s
paranoia means that desperately
crackpot ideas can frequently get a
serious hearing. One of these is the
proposal to arm students.

In most countries — and, let’s be
fair, in most US states — the response
to massacres on campuses and else-
where has been to tighten up access
to guns. But in the US state of Utah,
colleges and universities are now

prevented by law from banning the
carrying of handguns onto the campus
and even into classes.

Texas is about to pass a similar
law, under pressure from right-wing
Republicans whose answer to just
about any social ill is increased police
or military presence. Don’t tackle the
cause, just keep a bigger lid on it.

Oh sure, that’ll work.

Talking of the US military, did
you see where the head of the NATO
forces in Afghanistan, US General
David Petraeus, not only dismissed
claims that 50 or more civilians
were killed in a US operation in the
Ghaziabad district, but tried to blame
any casualties on the Afghan villagers
themselves?

When the provincial governor
sent a fact-finding mission into the
area, it came back with a bunch of
young people who had sustained burns
and shrapnel wounds. Nevertheless,
Rear Admiral Gregory Smith, the
chief US spokesperson in Kabul
repeated his claim: “I have reviewed
the footage and found no evidence

women and children were among
the fighters.”

Well, no. Of course not. They
were civilian casualties, so they
would not be “among the fighters”,
would they?

Rear Admiral Smith and General
Petraeus both pushed a line the US is
currently running with: that Afghan
villagers “invented stories” or even
dipped their own children’s feet in
boiling water “to blame US forces
for harming civilians”.

The comments and the general
position of the US Brass was not
appreciated by the Afghan officials
who were meeting with the Yanks.
“Killing 60 people, and then blaming
the killing on those same people, rath-
er than apologising for any deaths?
This is inhuman,” one Afghani official
told Western media.

And it is, but if you sup with the
Devil you must expect to have an
unpleasant meal.

Did you notice the Australian
financial vultures circling over
Mongolia in recent weeks? They hope

to make a killing by getting in on
Mongolia’s looming resources boom.
And with Mongolia’s government
run by young, Western-educated and
trained businessmen, they anticipate
having few problems with unions or
safety issues.

Commonsense says that
Mongolia’s resources should be
exploited in cooperation with its
powerhouse and resource-hungry
neighbour, China. But Mongolia’s
leaders are more concerned to keep
their cash cow for themselves.

The Mongolian government is
building a 7,000 kilometre Russian-
gauge railway to take Mongolia’s
coal to a port on Russia’s Pacific
coast. Sending the coal to a Chinese
port would require a line of only 250
kilometres.

China, however, is a social-
ist country, and the men running
Mongolia today are totally dedicated
to capitalism. | suspect interesting
times are ahead for the Mongolian
people, as they learn about capitalism
from the sharp end. &
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hen the ABC was originally
set up, as a radio network
long before television, it had a lofty
mission: to use the new medium as a
means of developing culture and edu-
cation among the mass of the people.

In furtherance of this purpose,
it eschewed commercialism and
deemed the cultural and educational
content of its programming as of
greater importance than enticing the
maximum number of people to tune
in to any particular program.

In short, the ABC was running
radio and television stations as an
integral part of the nation’s cultural
and educational landscape and not as
an adjunct of the advertising industry
concerned with selling soap.

A consequence of this laudable
policy was that ABC programming
was not dictated by the need to entice
specific socio-economic groups to
listen or watch in order to be able
to sell those groups to advertisers,
which is what commercial radio and
TV networks have to do to make
their money.

While commercial radio and
television went out of its way to
encourage its audiences to ignore
the ABC, the public broadcaster set
the standard for quality broadcasting.

In more recent years however,
especially during the unfortunate
regime of John Howard, the ABC has
been under intense pressure from the
ruling class to abandon its emphasis
on culture and education and instead
to emulate its commercial rivals.

This has resulted in an increase
in kitsch programming on the ABC,
in the kind of drivel that when you
see it makes you think: “this should
be on a commercial channel - it’s
not good enough to be on a national
public broadcaster”.

The Dog Whisperer With Cesar
Milan (ABC1 Mondays from
March 7 at 6.30pm), a series about a
Mexican-American dog trainer in the
USA, escapes this censure by only a
whisker (if you will pardon the pun).
And only because Milan is actually
a very sensible and experience dog
trainer, whose program can actually
be useful to the people viewing it.

My wife and | have had quite few
dogs over the years, and even now
share our house with a dozen. My
wife watched the first episode with a
keen eye and gave it a definite thumbs
up at the end, as did I.

he determining factor in the

development of civilisation
is always economic, but that is not
to say that other factors have not
played a part. Over many years,
human settlements grew up along
river-banks or around oases, or in a
few places, where there was access
to underground water if you delved
for it. These water courses tended to
follow fault lines in the Earth’s crust,
but it would be something of a stretch
to say that the movement of tectonic
plates determined the way human
society developed.

However, such is the passion
of geologist Professor lain Stewart
for his subject that in the five-part
series How Earth Made Us (ABC1
Tuesdays from March 8 at 8.30pm)
he does in fact say just that — or tries

Kim, Pippa, Hilary and Den - Getting On (ABC1 Thursdays at 10.00pm from March 10).

to. He is concerned that “traditional
interpretation of history has focused
largely on human factors” whereas he
would like to see more concentration
on natural forces. So much so that
he tends to give those natural forces
anthropomorphic qualities, so that
they become players almost on a par
with the human participants.

And while viewers can see that
his enthusiasm for his thesis is moti-
vated by a desire to correct what he
sees as an erroneous overemphasis on
“human factors”, he seems oblivious
to the possibility that his own over-
emphasis on natural forces is equally
erroneous.

Which is a pity, because if he
were content to draw attention to the
influence natural forces (volcanic
eruptions, floods, tsunamis) have
sometimes had at critical times in
certain societies, his series would have
been a very welcome addition to the
store of popular scientific knowledge.

As it is, the series is worth watch-
ing, but be aware of his bias.

ublicists usually label Getting
On (ABC1 Thursdays at
10.00pm from March 10) a comedy,

but it would be more accurate to call
it a satire. There are laughs in it, but
they tend to be grim ones, borne of
recognition rather than actual humour.

Viewer David Knox, writing in
a British website commented: “This
austere UK satire is painfully bleak,
drowning in its own hospital blue.
But in truth we also find dark, dark
comedy.

“Created by comedienne Jo
Brand, this is a mockumentary set in a
public hospital. But unlike The Office
it steers away from the buffoonery of
David Brent. The ramifications of the
situations ring a much darker bell.

“Joined by co-stars Joanna
Scanlan (Sister Den Flixter) and
Vicki Pepperdine (Dr Pippa Moore)
the three ladies both write and star
in this comedy, with Ricky Grover
as the sole male principal as Matron
Hilary Loftus.

“This is a dry, dry series, devoid
of the emotion of Nurse Jackie, the
emergency turmoil of ER and the
mystery-solving of House. As such
it is also darkly funny.

“Much of the comedy is ad-
libbed by the four principals, talking

over one another as hand-held cam-
eras bring a realism to the situations.
There’s subtext, rhetorical questions,
sarcasm and a lot of saving face.
Brand’s gormless delivery is delicious
all-care-no-responsibility for fear
of treading on the rules of hospital
administration.”

I agree with Mr Knox. In fact,
I would go further: Getting On is
quietly brilliant television, which
says more about the decline of the
British public hospital system than
any number of documentaries — and
more powerfully, too.

hites (ABC1 Thursdays at

9.30pm from March 10) is
set among the kitchen staff of a coun-
try house hotel. There are numerous
recognisable faces in the cast (Alan
Davies, Katherine Parkinson, Darren
Boyd, Maggie Steed) but the script
fails to ignite.

Unsure what genre it is supposed
to be, it ends by falling between
several stools and landing in a nonde-
script heap. Perhaps, if you have the
tenacity to follow it for a few weeks
it will jell into something worthwhile.

Time will tell. &
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The Global Economic Crisis
The Great Depression of the XXI Century

Editors: Michel Chossudovsky and Andres Gavin Marshall
Publisher: Global Research, 390 pages

This just published compilation of articles by 16 researchers, authors and others

Sydney

March 4

In the pub

THE IMPACT OF RISING INTEREST RATES ON
HOUSING AND JOBS FOR YOUNG AND OLD

on the left gives a comprehensive analysis of the present economic crisis. The book
is divided into five parts: The Global Economic Crisis; Global Poverty; War, National
Security and World Government; The Global Monetary System; and The Shadow
Banking System.

Mary Rawlings, President Lane Cove Retirement Unit Assoc;

Alan Morris, Dr, Housing Analyst Social Policy Research Centre UNSW;
Louis Christopher, real estate analyst, Principal SQM Reseach
March 11

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO MENTAL HEALTH

UNDER THE GILLARD GOVERNMENT?

lan Hickie, Professor, Director Brain Mind Institute University Sydney;
Anne Deveson, filmmaker, author of Tell Me I'm Here,

story of her son’s schizophrenia

March 18

US/AUSTRALIAN FREE TRADE TREATY —

ANOTHER ALMIGHTY DECEPTION?

Pat Ranald, Research Associate Sydney Uni and

The book is rich with detailed information that digs beneath the surface and
exposes the lies and distortions of media, politicians and bourgeois economists. The
language is very accessible, technical terms such are explained clearly. Links are
made between the economic, political, military and social developments. It exposes
the myth of economic recovery, who was behind the crisis, who benefits and the
horrendous impact it has had on millions of people around the world.

Itis a must read for political activists, trade unionists, peace activists and anyone
else wishing to learn more about the global economic crisis and 21st century imperialism.

One of the many books available at
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Casting off the chains

Elizabeth Hulm

International Women’s Day (IWD)
originated as a day on which the
working class and revolutionary
movements marked the common
struggle for social, political and
economic rights for women.

The idea that there should be one
day when working women around
the world could unite to voice their
demands was tabled at the 1910 a
second International Conference of
Working Women by socialist Clara
Zetkin (see page 6). The conference
of over 100 women from 17 coun-
tries, representing unions, socialist
parties, working women’s clubs gave
unanimous approval and International
Women’s Day was adopted. The first
International Women’s Day demon-
stration was organised by word of
mouth and in the press. Articles in
journals supporting the concept of the
extension of voting rights to women
and analysing women’s equality in
society appeared under titles like
“Women and Parliament” and “What
Has the Housewife got to do with
Politics?”

The first marches in 1911 saw
unexpected numbers participating
with the largest up to 30,000 women.
Clara Zetkin though also had warn-
ings for the movement. Through her
class analysis she understood that
the aims of socialist and working
class women who know that true
liberation is only possible through
the destruction of class society would
not be aligned with the aims of the
bourgeois feminists.

She cautioned that a progressive
movement could easily be under-
mined through compromise with
parties acting outside working class
interests. Particularly she cautioned
that compromise with bourgeois
feminists could undermine and take
the working class backwards as their
fight was to participate in capitalist
society without disadvantage and they
had no interest in strengthening the
working class but would act instead

Perth

2011 marks the 100th anniversary of the first march!
International Women'’s Day March

30 Minute March

4.30pm March 8
Under Forrest Chase overpass

Adelaide

International Women’s Day March

Thursday March 10

Gather at 5.30pm at Parliament House steps for theatre and
singing. March to the State library for launch of the National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Women's Alliance

to reinforce the power of the middle
and ruling classes.

Real progress could only be
achieved through understanding that
women’s oppression is a struggle
for the entire working class. Zetkin
argued, “We demand equal political
rights with men in order that, with
them, we may together cast off the
chains which bind us, and that we
may thus overthrow and destroy this
society.”

For many years IWD maintained
the form of militant marches and
other actions in support of equal pay,
the right to work, rights of married
women, the right to vote, for women’s
services and women’s reproduc-
tive rights, and many other social,
economic and political rights, and
against the exploitation of women.
In Australia IWD was first celebrated
in 1928 with calls for the defeat of
fascism. The campaign for women’s
rights was led by the progressive
organisations like the Union of
Australian Women, some unions and
communists leaders like Katherine
Susannah Prichard, Pat Giles, Joan
Williams and many others.

Progress was made — women
first won the right to vote; gains
were won on pay rates; education,
childcare, women’s services, abortion,
non-discriminatory legislation, and
some “male” areas of work opened to
women. Much was still to be realised
but today 100 years after the first
march, as Clara Zetkin had cautioned,
the objectives of the movement have
been gradually diverted and progres-
sion has not only stalled but many of
the gains of years of struggle around
women’s rights are being wound back.

In March 2010 The Guardian
reported the gender gap in Australia
was getting worse slipping five places
to 20th on the World Economic Forum
gender gap index between 2006 and
2009, the report that assesses how
equitably income, resources and
opportunities are distributed between
the sexes. This March 2011 the glo-
bal report states Australia has again

Organised by a Network of Women Activists.

For more info contact:
Elizabeth: 0421 113343
Norafiah : 0419 263 604

Email: iwdperth2010@gmail.com

dropped three places to 23rd behind
Mozambique. Remuneration for
women remains at 17 percent less than
men in the same industry; gender pay
equity has not been realised.

And while a few women have
reached positions of power in their
fields smashing the so called “glass
ceiling” they are still the exceptions.
The realisation of aspirations of indi-
vidual middle strata women divided
the women’s movement and left many
caught by the “sticky floor”. The rul-
ing class has been able to subvert the
movement subtly and though they
still fly the banners most IWD events
now celebrate the exceptions rather
than advance the interests of working
class women.

There is an urgent need for
Australian working class women
to respond and join in a spirit of
Internationalism to unite with oth-
ers globally for the advancement of
working class women. In 2011 the
organisation World March of Women
expressed great concern that women

Perth

globally are still experiencing the
same world crises — economic, food,
ecological and social — and that these
crises are persisting and deepening.
In their statement the observation was
made that these crises are not isolated
but represent the over-exploitation of
labour and the environment.

Reclaiming the roots of IWD
in 2011 we must call for change of
this model of society, this economic
model, the production and con-
sumption model, which generates
increasing poverty in particular for
women and children. We must never
stop demanding an end of the wage
system that continues at the expense
of the working class, threatens the
environment and endangers future
generations. Solutions to the crises
cannot come from market logic.

It has been embarrassing that
the Australian government led by
the first female Prime Minister, Julia
Gillard, backtracked on her promise
for parental leave with the excuse
that we could not afford it. The trade
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union movement compromised to
accept a second class parental leave
for Australian women. On this March
8 women around the country will rally
for gender pay equity. The Communist
Party of Australia calls for the end
of discrimination of women in the
workplace and at home. Let’s rally
together on the 100th anniversary of
the first march for the true liberation
of men and women.

Lenin in 1920 pointed out that the
level of culture is best characterised
by the legal status of woman. There
is a grain of profound truth in this.
From that point of view, only the
dictatorship of the proletariat, only
the socialist state, could achieve
and did achieve a higher level of
culture. Therefore, the foundation
(and consolidation) of the first Soviet
Republic — and alongside and in con-
nection with this, the Communist
International — inevitably lent a new,
unparalleled, powerful impetus to the
working women’s movement. &

International Women’s Day - picnic

Join us in celebrating the 100th anniversary of International Women's Day.

4-7pm Tuesday March 8
Stirling Gardens (off St Georges Terrace, behind Council House)

Join us for an afternoon of food, drinks, music and guest speakers as we celebrate the achievements of the
women’s movement over the past 100 years. Bring a picnic blanket and your family and friends as we take
time to reflect on the contributions made by union women in the fight for equality and pay equity. We're also
planning to show our support of union members’ current equal pay campaign with some good old fashioned
placard waving on the Terrace before the speakers begin — so BYO equal pay placard or borrow one of ours.

For more information contact Madeleine at mholme@unionswa.com.au

Sydney

CELEBRATE 100 YEARS OF INTERNATIONAL WQ

(NATSIWA) poster celebrating Aboriginal women’s past and

future activities. - launched by minister for women, Gail Gago
Stay to chat, mingle eat and drink (sausage sizzle provided).

Sydney Central Branch invites you to an afternoon of
good company and delicious food to mark 100 years of IWD.

Sunday March 6, from 12 noon, 33 Levey St, Chippe
For more info Tom 02 9699 8844
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