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COAG health deal
Privatisation by stealth
Anna Pha

The Gillard government’s talk of health 
system reform hides a health privatisation 
agenda and no new Commonwealth money 
for our struggling public hospital system.

The Heads of Agreement signed by state 
and territory premiers and Labor Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard at the Council of Australian 
Governments (COAG) meeting on February 
14 fails to address the chronic under-funding of 
public hospitals and other pressing needs of the 
public health system. Patients are the big losers 
as the private, for-profi t, health sector and their 
lobbyist, the Australian Medical Association, 
continue to drive the reform agenda.

The funding cutbacks under John Howard 
and his health minister Tony Abbott are now 
part of the Labor program. The COAG deal is 
another step towards the privatisation of the 
public health system, another step towards the 
US managed health care system.

Gillard proved her credentials as a slick 
political operator managing to secure an 
agreement of sorts with the states. There was 
no shortage of smoke and mirrors or political 
doublespeak from Gillard or Health Minister 
Nicola Roxon attempting to convince the public 
that real improvements are on the way – while 
hiding the fact that the under-funding of public 
hospitals from the Howard era would become 
an established fact of life.

Facing defeat on former PM Kevin Rudd’s 
grab for 30 percent of the states’ GST revenue 
and a controlling stake in the public hospital 
system, Gillard abandoned them prior to the 
COAG meeting. The Gillard model is other-
wise unchanged from Rudd’s agenda. After all, 
Gillard and Roxon, along with private health 
insurance representative Christine Bennett, 
were part of the original group that drew up 
the Rudd plan.

The states will lose some of their powers 
while taking responsibility when patient needs 
are not met under a cash-starved public scenario.

Gillard claims there will be “more money, 
more beds, more local control and more trans-
parency,” and “less waste and less waiting”, 
part of the smoke and mirrors.

The government’s promise of an extra 
$16.4 billion for public hospitals is dishonest. 
The federal government would have increased 
its payments by around that amount without 
the new agreement due to natural growth in 
demand. (Infl ation and growth in population 
mean health spending is constantly increasing.) 
It hardly qualifi es as “extra”.

What’s more, it does not begin to kick in 
until July 2014 (and a federal election later). 
So, cash-strapped states are expected to carry 
the burden of increases in pubic hospital fund-
ing for the next three years. They are being 
set up to fail. No new federal money for the 
public hospital system until 2014 means all new 

growth will be in the private hospital industry 
- privatisation by stealth.

Tax payers will continue to subsidise private 
sector growth through the uncapped 30-40 per-
cent (depending on age) private health insurance 
(PHI) rebate and other mechanisms to the tune 
of billions of dollars every year.

Chronic under-funding
Gillard states that the “biggest challenge 

facing our health system is that it is running 
out of money.” In the mid-1990s, the ratio of 
federal to state funding for public hospitals was 
50:50. It now stands at 38:62! The Rudd/Gillard 
governments have done nothing to reverse this 
situation. Supporters of the public health system 
have been calling on the government for years to 
raise its contribution to 50 percent (50:50) again.

The best the Gillard government can come 
up with is a promise to “increase its contribu-
tion to effi cient growth funding for hospitals to 
45 percent from July 1, 2014, increasing to 50 
percent from 1 July 2017” (bold added) At best 
this means the Commonwealth’s contribution to 
public hospitals will be around 42-43 percent 
by 2020, setting in concrete the Howard/Abbott 
Coalition government’s cuts from 1996 to 2007.

Gillard’s 45 and 50 percent commitments 
do not apply to its total contribution, only to 
matching any increases in state spending. Even 
then there is no guarantee the government will 
meet dollar for dollar all growth in state funding. 
It only applies to “effi cient growth”.

“Effi cient” is code for “low cost” – taking 
short-cuts in procedures, turfi ng people out of 
hospital too early, lower wages, longer work-
ing hours and reduced nurse-patient and other 
staffi ng ratios.

Health industry markets
The MyHospital website will be expanded 

to include assessments of the performance of 
hospitals. A number of new bureaucracies will 
be established to set standards and measure 
their performance.

“The government will … publish informa-
tion about how each hospital performs so the 
public choose the best care,” says Gillard. The 
information that she refers to is based on a 
hospital’s ability to cut costs, not on its quality 
of care.

Gillard continues: “This is another important 
market principle which will drive improvements 
in patient outcomes across the nation.” Here she 
gives the game away: the agenda is hospitals 
competing on a market in a hospital industry - 
health care is no longer a service. The system 
rewards the hospitals that cut the most with a 
larger slice of the promised $16.4 billion and 
punishes those who focus on quality of care.

No account is taken of the complexity of 
specifi c cases handled by a hospital or shortcuts 
used to meet the standards. The “effi cient” 
price is a crude measure of performance based 
on dollars and speed of throughput. Sound 

medical practice and quality of care come a 
poor second – especially if they cost more and 
so result in “failure”.

The Independent Hospital Pricing Authority 
(IHPA) will set the “effi cient price” for specifi c 
hospital procedures (eg removal of tonsils, 
colonoscopy, etc) – what the government 
calls “activity based funding” – also known 
as casemix.

The National Performance Authority (NPA) 
will report on the “performance” of hospitals and 
health care services, including primary health.

Set up to “fail”
The states and commonwealth will pay 

their share of hospital funding into a national 
pool. The money will then be paid to the states 
to pass directly on to local hospital networks 
(LHNs) based on the number and the “effi cient 
price” of procedures.

Hospitals failing to meet the “effi cient price” 
standards and other criteria will be penalised 
with inadequate funding. Successful hospitals 
will be rewarded.

Public hospitals are being set up to fail. 
Public hospitals are already stretched beyond 

their limits, for years doing more with less. This 
will continue. They will be forced to close more 
beds. Nurses, doctors and other staff, already 
stretched beyond human limits, will be placed 
under even more stress at a huge cost to their 
own health.

Public hospitals will be under pressure to 
increase their intake of privately insured, fee-
paying patients. More people will be forced into 
the private health system. The government will 
buy more public places in private hospitals to 
reduce waiting lists.

Medicare Locals – primary health 
care organisations to be established by the 
Commonwealth – “will be responsible for coor-
dinating and better integrating primary health 
care services in their local communities and 
regions”. There is a promise of GP after-hours 
services, which could reduce the number of 
attendances to hospital emergency departments 
– but the Medicare Locals have the appearance 
of paper tigers. They have been described as 
glorifi ed GP Divisions without signifi cant or 
guaranteed streams of funding and without 
match-up with the LHNs.

Continued page 2

Asylum seekers 
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PRESS FUND
The attack on the Gillard government’s decision to fly bereaved 
asylum seekers to Sydney for the funeral of their relatives who 
died in the tragic Christmas Island shipwreck is yet another 
example of gross political opportunism from members of the 
Coalition. Immigration spokesman Scott Morrison’s belated and 
distinctly sullen apology was hardly convincing! We’re committed 
to highlighting the plight of asylum seekers and defending their 
rights, but in order to do this we need your support, by way of 
contributions to the Press Fund, which helps us cover production 
costs. So please, if you possibly can, send us in something for the 
next issue – or better still, make it a weekly contribution the rest of 
the year. Many thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:
Ron A Reed $42, “Round Figure” $18, J and F Sutton $20
This week’s total $80 Progressive total: $360

The ghost of One Nation
The federal Liberal Party is said to be in turmoil with its “left” and 

“right” factions at war over a series of “regrettable” public statements 
and media leaks. The most recent “gaff” was by shadow immigration 
minister Scott Morrison who complained that the fl ying of asylum 
seeker mourners from Christmas Island to Sydney for the funeral of 
victims of December’s boat tragedy was a waste of taxpayers’ money. 
Before that it was Tony Abbott who was shown in a TV interview in 
Afghanistan with a group of Australian soldiers lamenting that “shit 
happens” after hearing of the circumstances surrounding the death 
of Lance Corporal Jared McKinney.

Both statements were later said to have been taken “out of con-
text”. A number of media commentators lined up with Liberal Party 
spokespersons in Mr Abbott’s defence but the crass remark had caused 
offence in many quarters, including to members of Jared McKinney’s 
family.

Unfortunately for Mr Morrison, the media received a leak from 
a meeting of the shadow cabinet where the member for Cook said 
that the Coalition should try to capitalise on the anti-Muslim feel-
ing growing in the broader Australian community. Shadow fi nance 
spokesman Andrew Robb was one of the few to stand squarely with 
Scott Morrison and his outlandish statements about the asylum seeker 
funerals. “I wouldn’t normally comment on shadow cabinet but I 
can confi rm Scott did talk about the strong feelings in the general 
community about Muslim immigration and he said that we as a party 
had to engage with that sentiment,” Mr Robb said. It was a creative, 
if unconvincing, defence.

Joe Hockey said fl atly that Morrison was wrong to question the 
funeral expenditure, that his statement lacked compassion. Most others, 
including Opposition leader Abbott, stuck to the line that Morrison 
had, perhaps, gone “too far”. Too far down which path?

Australia is still haunted by the ghost of One Nation – the party 
that sought to harness the racism to be found in signifi cant sections of 
the Australian people. The election of 1998 gave the traditional parties 
a scare with solid votes going to the stridently anti-immigration party. 
The Liberals subsequently pulled the carpet from under Hanson and 
her cohorts with what became known as the Tampa election of 2001. 
“We decide who comes into this country and the circumstances in 
which they come,” Howard insisted at his Party’s campaign launch. At 
the last federal election, Abbott stuck with the apparently successful 
formula with his pledge to “stop the boats”.

Labor has also felt constrained to appear “tough” on refugees 
over the years and the Gillard government now oversees a mandatory 
detention system imprisoning over 6,000 asylum seekers. The centres 
are marked by substandard accommodation, punitive conditions and 
distress for already traumatised people. Self-harm is common.

The ALP has sought to walk both sides of the street in the debate 
over boat arrivals. It has been pressing simultaneously for a large 
regional detention centre in East Timor and for the release of greater 
numbers of asylum seeker families into the community. Immigration 
Minister Chris Bowen recently unveiled a new “national anti-racism 
partnership and strategy” aimed at cementing the multicultural un-
derpinnings of Australian society.

Motivations are hard to guess and don’t appear to mean much 
in the politics of the major Australian parties. Scott Morrison is not 
known to be particularly xenophobic but that didn’t stop him seeking 
to tap into the vicious anti-Muslim campaign being waged by fringe 
elements in the community at the moment. One widely circulated email 
complained about the $448 million given by the Australian government 
to Indonesia to help with the running of schools, including moderate 
Islamic schools. It compared this to what it claimed was only $1 
million pledged by the federal government for the reconstruction of 
fl ood devastated Queensland. Tony Abbott took up this twisted cause 
against the advice of colleagues like Julie Bishop.

The Liberals are captive to the Right on these questions. That much 
is clear. But the lack of an unambiguous commitment on the part of 
the government to the values of acceptance and solidarity upheld by 
the majority of Australians has also taken a heavy toll. Emblematic 
of this was the treatment of nine-year-old Iranian boy Seena who 
was orphaned by the boat tragedy off the coast of Christmas Island 
in December. He was brought with 20 others  to Sydney for the 
above-mentioned funeral and promptly returned to the scene of his 
devastating loss despite the protests of relatives seeking to take him 
into their care. An uproar from the community forced a backdown 
on Seena’s fate and it is obvious that the major parties will have to 
be pushed to shake themselves free of the malign infl uence of forces 
like One Nation.

Continued from page 1
There is a lot of rhetoric about 

giving clinicians and the community 
a greater say, shifting the centre of 
gravity from hospitals to primary 
care, providing services which are 
more responsive to the needs of local 
communities, system-wide planning 
integration of services, etc. No one 
could disagree with these aims, but 
how they will be achieved is far 
from clear.

The focus is hospital-centric and 
lays the basis for the creation of a 
hospital market where patients (or 
more accurately in many instances 
their private health funds) choose 
where they will be treated. The 
MyHospital website will report on 
hospital performance along similar 
lines to the MySchool website. It will 
only be a matter of time before public 
patients can choose to be treated at the 
“effi cient price” in private hospitals.

The COAG document remains 
silent on the private sector at the same 
time as laying the foundations for 
the eventual funding of private and 
public patients in private hospitals 
and a voucher system. Patients choose 
their hospital – private or a run-down 
public hospital – and carry the value 
of the procedure from Medicare with 
them.

The problems facing public 
hospitals are not ones of standards 
or management but of funding. The 
under-funding of public hospitals 
is a conscious political decision to 
facilitate privatisation. It is not due 
to lack of money.

If the government were serious 
about improving the public health 
system, then it would cut the $3 bil-
lion plus uncapped PHI rebate which 
is nothing more than a subsidy to prop 
up the otherwise unsustainable, profi t-
gouging, private hospital industry.

Another $3 billion could be found 
with a 10 percent cut in the $32 billion 
military budget and redirected towards 
public health – hospitals, aged care, 
mental health, training and employ-
ment of doctors, nurses, community 
care workers and other staff.

There is a long way to go before 
a fi nal agreement is reached. The 
ink was hardly dry before Coalition 
premiers from Western Australia and 
Victoria were setting conditions for a 
fi nal deal. It is highly likely that there 
will be a third Coalition premier in 
NSW, Barry O’Farrell, who has still 
to express is his views.

This gives trade unions, commu-
nity, political and other organisations 
and individuals a window of opportu-
nity to campaign for genuine reforms 
in support of a fully integrated public 
health system, including dental, men-
tal health and aged care. 

COAG health deal

Privatisation by stealth

Bahrain
Call for immediate solidarity action
The people of Bahrain took to the 
streets on February 14 coincid-
ing with the 10th anniversary of 
the National Action Chart, the 
national document for reform 
which the people of Bahrain had 
cast their votes by 98 percent in 
2001, granting political reforms 
in our country. 

The people have chosen the date 
demanding the monarchy make the 
political reforms it has promised, 
which call for immediate effective 
measures to reform the political 
system, fi ght corruption, refrain from 
sectarian discrimination in Bahrain, 
and to ensure a just distribution of 
wealth.

This peaceful demonstration 
was met by barbaric reaction by the 

authority in Bahrain, resulting in 
seven people being killed up to now, 
and this repression campaign is still 
going on as police are using live 
ammunition; as well as surrounding 
the entrances of some villages and 
towns, and storming into houses; they 
also deployed tanks and armoured 
vehicles from the army in the streets. 
This repressive attack is considered 
a declaration of the abandonment of 
the reform project on the part of the 
authorities which guaranteed the right 
to peaceful protests as stated in the 
amended constitution of 2002.

Hence, we appeal to all Arab and 
international organisations to start a 
protest campaign in order to expose 
the practices of the authorities in 
Bahrain; and to demonstrate outside 

Bahrain Embassies in your countries 
as well as outside of UN premises. 
We also request that you send mes-
sages of protest to Bahrain Embassies 
against this policy or directly to the 
fax of Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Bahrain. The people of Bahrain look 
forward to your brave stance in order 
to seize their legitimate right to live 
free, in dignity, and justice.

Democratic Progressive Tribune 
– Bahrain 
Bahrain does not have an 
Embassy in Australia. Please send 
messages via :

The Royal Embassy of Saudi 
Arabia, PO Box 9162, Deakin 
ACT 2600
Fax: 02 6282 8911
Email: auemb@mofa.gov.sa 

2011 marks the 100th anniversary of the fi rst march!
International Women’s Day March 8

30 Minute March

4.30pm—under Forrest Chase overpass.

Welcome to Country

Start March

Speaker—Marianne Mackay

March to railway station

History of IWD, Speaker—TBA

March to Hay St Mall

Speaker—Egyptian Community

March 1/2 way down Hay St Mall

Speaker—Victoria Martin Iverson

March to end of Hay St Mall

Speaker—Kamala Emanuel

5.00pm March down towards Supreme Court Gardens 
to UnionsWA event —Campaign for gender pay equity

Organised by a Network of Women Activists.
For more info contact:
Elizabeth: 0421 113343
Norafi ah : 0419 263 604
Email: iwdperth2010@gmail.com

Western Australia
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Peter Mac

In Australia the public’s attention 
has been fi rmly fi xed on the havoc 
wrought by fl oods in the eastern 
states, cyclones in Queensland 
and the Northern Territory, and 
bushfi res in Western Australia. 
However, extreme weather events 
are also occurring in many nations 
overseas.

Within the last few months the 
United States and much of Western 
Europe have been gripped by massive 
snowstorms, while hundreds of people 
have drowned in fl oods in Brazil and 
Pakistan.

Climate scientists have predicted 
for years that an increase in extreme 
weather events will result from a 
global increase in the emission of 
greenhouse gases, which change the 
wavelength of the sun’s rays entering 
the atmosphere, thereby preventing 
the refl ection of the radiation back 
into space and boosting global tem-
peratures. Since the beginning of the 
industrial revolution, human industry 
has caused a major increase in the 
overall level of global emissions.

Although the “greenhouse effect” 
results in an overall rise in global 
temperatures, in certain parts of the 
world extremely cold winters are 
likely, because of changes in the fl ow 
of the world’s ocean currents. In other 
areas an increase in rainfall levels is 
likely because the warmer air can 
contain more moisture.

Two critical 
new studies

There is widespread agreement 
among the world’s scientists about 
the link between climate change and 
extreme weather events in general. 
Nevertheless, decisive action to 
deal with climate change has been 
frustrated by claims from polluting 
industries and climate “sceptics” that 
there is no single extreme weather 
event that can be linked to human-
induced greenhouse gas emissions, 
rather than normal weather varia-
tions. However, two new studies, 
one from Oxford University and 
another from Canada, have now 
done just that.

Their reports were published 
together recently in the scientifi c 

journal Nature. The research team 
from the Climate Research Division 
of Environment Canada examined 
daily records of rainfall taken in 6,000 
northern hemisphere weather stations 
between 1951 and 1999. They found 
that the intensity of extreme rains 
increased by seven percent, confi rm-
ing the predictions of climate model 
simulations.

Team member Xuebin Zhang 
commented, “Our research provides 
the first scientific evidence that 
human-induced greenhouse gas 
increases have contributed to the 
observed intensifi cation of heavy 
precipitation events over large parts 
of the northern hemisphere.”

The research team conducting the 
Oxford study calculated the difference 
between actual rainfall fi gures and 
those that would have been expected 
in the absence of human greenhouse 
gas emissions under the climate model 
simulations, with particular regard 
to the record-breaking fl oods that hit 
England and Wales in 2000.

Pardeep Pall, lead author of the 
Oxford study, reported: “We found 
that emissions substantially increased 
the odds of fl oods occurring in … the 
record wet autumn of 2000, with a 
likely increase in odds of a doubling 
or more.”

False trails
The Canadian/Oxford research 

is highly politically significant, 
because it will help to strip away 
the “stonewall”, do-nothing tactics 
that various governments have used 
to excuse themselves from dealing 
seriously with climate change. The 
studies will have particular relevance 
in Australia, where extreme weather 
events are all too evident, and where 
token gestures by government are 
the order of the day as far as climate 
change is concerned.

But other crucial issues are loom-
ing, with regard to climate change, 
particularly the question of which 
technology should be adopted by 
governments in replacing coal-fi red 
power generation.

In a recent TV panel discussion 
(ABC 24, 19-02-2011), Adelaide 
University Professor Barry Brook 
argued strongly for Australia to 
develop a nuclear power industry 
based around fast nuclear reactors.

The discussion was peculiarly 
lopsided, as both the panel and the 
audience seemed to be composed 
entirely of nuclear energy supporters. 
Renewable energy was dismissed as 
irrelevant, there was virtually no men-
tion of nuclear accidents, and Brook 

patronisingly dismissed community 
concerns about the location of nuclear 
plants as “juvenile”.

He pointed out that fast reac-
tors produced far less waste than 
the current technology, and that the 
amount of nuclear waste generated 
in a national reactor system would 
only be the size of a golf ball for each 
member of the population, over each 
of their lifetimes. However, over the 
lifetime of a population of 22 million, 
that still comes to about 900 cubic 
metres of waste, the radioactivity of 
which would take 300 years to dis-
sipate. That’s a very nasty legacy for 
our descendants.

Moreover, as Brook admitted, 
there are no fast reactors operat-
ing on a commercial basis now, 
and their commercial development 
would take at least ten years. So if 
nuclear power was accepted by the 
government as the right option to 
tackle climate change we would cer-
tainly not get fast reactors, we would 
end up with the current technology, 
with all its hazards, i.e. major car-
bon emissions from uranium mining, 
processing and transport, the need 
to store waste for about 200,000 
years, and the ever-present danger 
of radiation from accidental spills 
and emissions.

Who should lead 
the way?

One of Brook’s most disturbing 
arguments was that governments 
should not “back a winner” from 
the various alternative technologies 
for power generation, but should 
establish a level playing fi eld for 
these technologies, and should then 
back off and let “the market” sort 
things out.

As another panel member pointed 
out, this approach has been largely 
rejected by European nations – and 
with good reason. Some of the 
alternatives to coal-fi red power gen-
eration involve serious hazards, and 
the very worst of these could emerge 
victorious from the “survival of the 
fi ttest” economic battle that Brook 
advocates.

Dealing with climate change 
will require governments to choose 
whichever technology causes the 
least emissions and represents the 
safest approach for future genera-
tions. The government has to take 
charge, choose the best way forward 
and overcome the opposition of those 
with a vested interest in polluting 
industries. And above all, the people 
have to choose the right government 
to do so. 

Greenhouse gas emissions 
linked to climate change

Pete’s Corner The Human Rights Alliance facilitates the

Asylum Seekers & Refugees 

Public Forum Armadale, WA
•  The local newspaper, The Examiner, shall pose to the panel their readers’ 

three most popular questions

•  The audience will have adequate opportunity to pose questions to the panel 

•  This is the first Asylum Seeker & Refugee Public Forum in the HRA’s 2011 

schedule of Forums for Perth and WA

6pm for a 6:30pm start Saturday February 26

Armadale District Hall, Lesser Hall, Jull St, Armadale

THE PANEL INCLUDES:

JIM SHARP: FORMER VICE PRESIDENT OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

PETER WILKIE: REFUGEE RIGHTS ACTION NETWORK REPRESENTATIVE

ADAM JANALI: FORMER ASYLUM SEEKER

A LIBERAL PARTY REPRESENTATIVE (Confirmed & is being organised)

A LABOR PARTY REPRESENTATIVE (Confirmed & is being organised)

Enquiries: Gerry Georgatos 0430 657 309 (Human Rights Alliance)

The Human Rights Alliance meets every Wednesday 5:30pm, level 1, 75 Stirling St, East Perth, 

and monthly on Thursdays in Armadale, and monthly on Fridays in Rockingham.
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Construction workers down 
tools over slave labour
Bob Briton

Construction Division CFMEU 
members on opposite sides of the 
country have found themselves 
locked in a battle with developers 
over the use of vulnerable, grossly 
underpaid guest workers and for-
eign students. In Surfers Paradise, 
11 tilers were laid off from the $850 
million Soul development while 
a Korean crew, including three 
students and 10 others holding 
various work visas, were kept on. 
At Perth’s Equus building site, 
workers have downed tools in an 
ongoing dispute over the hiring 
of Chinese and Korean workers 
at much less than the local hourly 
rate.

In Queensland the original tilers 
were reinstated after hundreds of 
other workers walked off the job in 
solidarity. The tilers stopped work 
themselves two hours later demanding 
that contractors, Saba Bros Tiling, fi x 
up the back pay owing to the Koreans. 
The actions of workers were in no 

way directed at the Koreans, quite 
the opposite; they took up a fi ght for 
all workers to be paid the going rate. 
Local tilers get $40 an hour while the 
students and working visa holders 
were getting $14.

The use of guest workers has 
become an explosive issue in the 
building industry in south-east 
Queensland. Similar tensions exist 
on the Airport Link project. Local 
contractors fi nd themselves unable to 
compete with outfi ts exploiting under-
paid students and 457 visa holders. 
Local workers are locked out of jobs.

In Perth, the Australian Building 
and Construction Commission 
(ABCC) has pounced on the Equus 
dispute in an extremely belated 
attempt to shake off its savagely 
anti-union reputation and appear more 
even-handed.

“As part of these investigations, 
the ABCC has today issued notices 
to a number of sub-contractors on 
the site, demanding documents and 
records under Section 59 of the 
Building and Construction Industry 

Improvement Act,” a spokesperson 
said. “Anyone failing to comply with 
this notice may be liable for criminal 
prosecution.” It has been common 
knowledge for some time that Chinese 
and Korean workers on the Equus site 
were getting $12 an hour compared to 
$28 for Australian workers.

According to successive 
Australian governments, 457 visas 
were to be made available to foreign 
workers only to fi ll positions in sec-
tors of industry where there were skill 
shortages. The workers were meant to 
be paid at the same rate as any other 
employee. Unions warned when the 
scheme was introduced that it would 
be used to undermine local pay and 
conditions and that is precisely what 
has happened.

Guest workers often live in 
substandard accommodation and are 
warned to stay away from local work-
ers and their unions who are said to be 
opposed to their employment. Bosses 
often keep their passports and delay 
payment to the extremely vulnerable 
workers. 

Labour Struggle

Time for best care for 
older Australians
The NSW Nurses’ Association 
(NSWNA) will be holding events to 
highlight the growing urgency of 
issues in aged care. “We call on the 
federal government to show some 
love and begin meaningful reforms 
to fi x issues around the provision 
of care for older Australians,” said 
NSWNA general secretary, Brett 
Holmes.

Mr Holmes said that 95 percent 
of nurses and assistants in nurs-
ing responded in a recent survey 
that their workloads had increased 
“signifi cantly” during the past two 
years.

In the same survey 98.5 percent 
of respondents said they wanted the 
federal government to fund reforms. 
“Aged care is about people. Nurses 
and AINs want to work within a 
system where they can give the best 
possible care.

“What does it mean when 
there are not enough staff with the 
right mix of skills? Long waiting 
times for everything and aged care 

residents being unnecessarily trans-
ferred to hospital for treatment they 
should have been able to access in 
the home.”

The union says that some nurs-
ing homes work very well but that 
too many do not. “There is also a 
lot of disparity out there and that’s 
something we have to fi x. Every 
nursing home resident deserves 
equal access to quality care.”

Mr Holmes said it was a great 
shame that a recent draft report 
by the Productivity Commission, 
Caring for Older Australians had 
failed to deal with care delivery and 
workforce issues.

“The report does not refl ect 
the concerns of our members. 
Workforce issues are having a real 
impact of the level of care residents 
receive. Nurses and assistants in 
nursing are largely over-worked and 
under paid. They are calling on the 
federal government to step in and 
reform aged care. This must include 
fi xing workforce issues.” 

 Thousands of protestors descended 
on SA’s parliament to demand 
the Rann government reverse its 
decision for the “forward sale” of 
harvesting rights to Forestry SA 
plantations estates. The effective 
privatisation of the forests in the 
state’s southeast puts jobs and the 
viability of communities at risk 
and would be a devastating blow 
to a region already haemorrhaging 
jobs. 

The shutting down of two 
machines at the Kimberley-Clark 
toilet tissue factory in Millicent last 
month spells the end of an estimated 
170 jobs. 

The dumping of imported tissue 
on local markets is blamed for the 
sackings.

The hands off, neo-liberal eco-
nomic policy was the clear target 

of protestors’ anger last week. This 
didn’t stop arch-privatisers trying 
to hitch a ride on the movement. 
Opposition Liberal leader Isobel 
Redmond repeated her worthless 
undertakings not to privatise over 
100 years worth of crop rotations.

The Liberals in SA were 
responsible for the biggest wave of 
privatisations in the state’s history 
in the 1990s, including the ETSA 
electricity utility.

Workers, their families and 
other community members travelled 
over 500 kilometres to attend the 
rally. Sixty trucks passed in front 
of Parliament House adding blasts 
from their horns to the already 
noisy protest. 

No to forest privatisation

The University of Newcastle 
has been forced to fi nally reveal 
remuneration arrangements of 
some of the institution’s senior 
staff following reports slamming 
secrecy arrangements from the 
New South Wales Ombudsman, the 
University’s own internal reviewer 
and an external reviewer.

The information reveals consist-
ently large annual pay rises for some 
senior staff – with the Vice Chancellor 
Nicholas Saunders receiving $654,163 
in the last fi nancial year. That is an 
increase of more than 30 percent in 
personal income from just two years 
ago, when he was paid $490,471.

The National Tertiary Education 
Union (NTEU) has been pursuing the 
fi gures for almost three years, but was 
only able to force the University of 
Newcastle to release the information 
following the introduction last July of 
the New South Wales Government 
Information (Public Access) Act 
(GIPA).

Newcastle Branch President 
Suzanne Ryan said it was no wonder 
the University fought vociferously 
to avoid public scrutiny of the pay 
packets of its senior executives.

“What these fi gures show is huge 
growth of executive wages in our 
University compared to the staff that 
do the research and teaching.

“While the Union has had to 
fi ght tooth and nail to claw less than 
fi ve percent per year from University 
management over the three year life of 
the enterprise bargaining agreement, 
the Vice-Chancellor has no trouble 
telling us the institution can’t afford 
a penny more while ensuring his 
own rewards go way beyond what 
he thinks staff are worth.

“Professor Saunder’s personal 
income has increased more than 30 
percent in just two years. The union 
believes this is excessive and that such 
increases diminish funds available for 
teaching and learning,” Dr Ryan said.

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Kevin 

McConkey was another to benefi t 
from massive pay rises in the same 
period. He was paid $414,648 in the 
2009/2010 fi nancial year, an increase 
of a whopping $150,000 from the 
2006/2007 financial year. This 
included a bonus in the last fi nancial 
year of $77,805.

Dr Ryan said the NTEU plans 
to use the GIPA to seek pay and 
bonus arrangements details of a sig-
nifi cant number of senior academic 
and administrative positions in the 
University.

“This is about a culture shift. The 
NTEU is determined to ensure that 
the University is transparent about 
payments it makes to senior staff 
that are above and beyond agreement 
arrangements.

“The union is of the opinion that 
such transparency enhances the public 
trust in the University and forces the 
university’s governing bodies to think 
more closely about such massive 
increases in pay arrangements ” 

Executive salaries at 
University revealed
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Immigration Minister Chris 
Bowen grabbed the headlines with 
the announcement of a bizarre 
“work for asylum” proposal. The 
scheme would make it possible for 
asylum seekers being held in the 
network of privately run detention 
centres across Australia to “vol-
unteer” to work on the clean-up 
required after recent disasters in 
Queensland. “I have been looking 
at mechanisms to occupy them bet-
ter, to give people skills to improve 
themselves, whether they stay in 
Australia or return to the country 
they came from,” the minister said.

The Liberals pounced on the 
announcement claiming it shows the 
federal government has lost control 
of the number of arrivals and the 
capacity to accommodate them. 
Implementation of plans to house 
greater numbers of asylum seekers 
within the general community has 
been slow. A recent report by the 
Commonwealth Ombudsman found 

unacceptable, overcrowded condi-
tions at the Christmas Island facility. 
More than 1,040 children, including 
463 unaccompanied minors, are held 
in various centres across the country.

The Opposition has a point 
regarding suitable accommodation but 
it left alone the right of asylum seek-
ers to be paid like any other workers 
for any work carried out. It would 
not suit its overall dog whistling 
anti-refugee stance to do that. The 
government claims current legislation 
does not allow for asylum seekers 
to be paid. There is no suggestion, 
however, that legislation should be 
altered to allow for such employment. 
It wouldn’t do for the government to 
appear to be “soft” on refugees, either.

As it stands the asylum seekers 
would be a free workforce potentially 
displacing paid workers or frustrated 
job seekers. It is doubtful recent arriv-
als would pick up transportable skills 
carrying out the tasks involved in a 
clean up. Detainees would probably 
welcome the chance to get out from 
behind the razor wire. Months and 

months of enforced inactivity can 
become unbearable and aggravate the 
traumatised emotional state of many 
refugees fl eeing the world’s most 
troubled hotspots.

Less welcome woul d be the pres-
sure emanating from more reactionary 
sections of the Australian people for 
asylum seekers to “earn their keep”. 
This type of sentiment was harnessed 
by the Howard government to punish 
the unemployed with the insultingly 
labelled Work for the Dole scheme. 
The victims of economic downturn 
were further exploited by working for 
free. Their real needs for meaningful, 
paid employment were not met.

It has been reported that before 
the announcement, 60 detainees at 
Sydney’s Villawood detention centre 
volunteered to go to help with relief 
work in Queensland. Many others 
had offered to make donations. This 
should come as no surprise. Despite 
the phoney concern and jingoism so 
evident in media reporting of such 
tragedies, a strong sense of solidar-
ity is not unique to the citizens of 
Australia.

Asylum seekers should be housed 
within the community as possible 
and granted access to services they 
require. They should also be able 
to work at a properly remunerated 
job. That, too, is a basic human right 
along with the right to fl ee violence 
and persecution and seek refuge in 
another country. 

Asylum seeker “volunteer” 
workforce for Qld clean up

Australia

Hannah Middleton
General Secretary
Communist Party of Australia

NSW will go to the polls on 
Saturday March 26 and the crush-
ing defeat of Labor by the Liberals 
is widely expected.

The NSW Labor government 
is likely to be massively defeated 
because the people have been alien-
ated by more than a decade of pri-
vatisation, over-development, and 
other policies supporting business 
instead of community interests.

The result of right wing Labor 
policies will be the victory of even 
more right wing Liberal policies 
from an O’Farrell government. This 
will mean more suffering for work-
ing people, including cuts to social 
services, undermining public hous-
ing, public health and public educa-
tion, and much more.

What should the 
CPA do?

Given this discouraging pros-
pect, the CPA has two main tasks in 
this election.

Firstly, to work to help get as 
many left and progressive candi-
dates as possible elected in order 
to build a force in Parliament that 
can help defend working people 
from the Liberal attacks after the 
election.

We need to work so that ALP 
voters disillusioned by the Labor 
governments in NSW do not switch 

their votes to the Liberals but 
instead go to the Greens and other 
left and progressive candidates, 
including left ALP and Socialist 
Alliance candidates.

Secondly, Party organisations 
must prepare and distribute election 
material presenting our working 
class alternative. We do not want 
a ‘one size fi ts all’ leafl et for the 
whole State. We must focus on 
local matters in specifi c elections, 
the real issues that affect working 
people on the ground.

What the CPA will do?
The CPA has decided that 

its members should work for the 
Greens, to help maximise their 
vote and increase the possibility of 
Greens being elected to the NSW 
Parliament.

In the Legislative Assembly 
(Lower House) CPA members will 
vote fi rst for the Greens and then 
for best left and progressive candi-
dates in their electorate.

In the Legislative Council 
(Upper House), CPA members will 
vote fi rst for the Greens, second for 
Andrew Ferguson (number 6 on the 
ALP ticket), and then for Socialist 
Alliance candidates.

This means that comrades will 
have to vote below the line and 
vote for at least 15 candidates.

When all the candidates are 
known, The Guardian will publish 
a more detailed how to vote for 
comrades to use on 26 March. 

NSW Election:

What is to be done?

The obscenity of capitalism
Hannah Middleton

The federal government’s cur-
rent estimate is that the flood 
recovery measures for devastated 
Queensland will cost at least $5.6 
billion. To this must be added the 
cost of Cyclone Yasi which has been 
estimated at between $1.5 billion 
and $5 billion.

That makes a total of between 
$7 billion and $10.6 billion that 
Australians will have to pay out, one 
way or another.

The federal government wants the 
community to pay for this with $2.8 
billion in spending cuts; $1 billion in 
delaying infrastructure projects; and 
$1.8 billion from the levy.

Contrast this (and leaving aside 
issues like equal pay, child care, 
mental health services, affordable 
homes, environmental protection, 
Aboriginal rights and so very many 
more areas of human need crying out 

for funding) with the $7 billion rise 
in Gina Rinehart’s wealth in just the 
past year.

She could pay for Queensland’s 
reconstruction on her own.

Forbes Asia announced that 
Hancock Prospecting boss Gina 
Rinehart had topped its rich list with 
a fortune estimated to be $9 billion.

Fortescue Metals chief executive 
Andrew Forrest came in second with 
$6.9 billion and James Packer was 
number three with a personal fortune 
of $4.4 billion.

Frank Lowy, boss of Westfi eld 
(now a target of the sanctions 
campaign in support of Palestinian 
rights), had an estimated wealth of 
$4.3 billion.

The number of billionaires in 
Australia rose from 13 to 20 in the 
past year.

A fi nal point: Our public hos-
pitals are in crisis, crying out for 
funding, with long waiting times, 

over-stretched casualty departments, 
nurses demanding patient ratios that 
allow them to do their jobs, and more. 
The federal government is using pri-
vatisation as its way of getting round 
paying for the health of the nation.

Meanwhile  the net worth of 
Australia’s 40 richest people accord-
ing to Forbes Asia, rose by 40 percent 
to $68.4 billion in the past year.

And the Forbes Asia rich list 
features players in sectors including 
construction, real estate, wine, dis-
tribution, fi nance and – you guessed 
it – hospitals.

This is a system out of its mind 
for profi t, irresponsible, rapacious 
and brutal.

Social and environmental consid-
erations are only important to it when 
they can be exploited to penetrate 
new markets and sell more products.

This is the obscenity of 
capitalism. 

Freedom Ride 2011
Co-chairman of the Expert Panel 
on Constitutional Recognition of 
Indigenous Australians, Professor 
Patrick Dodson, gives his bless-
ing to the Freedom Riders who 
departed Sydney last week.

“It is a most worthy endeavour 
in honour of the many wonderful 
and courageous people who took a 
stand in those days for justice and 
equality for all Aboriginal people,” 
said Professor Dodson.

“Many of course spent their 
lives for these objectives and for 
the privileges many of our people 
enjoy today as did leaders before 
them,” he said.

Gavi Duncan, ride participant 
and youthconnections.com.au 
Aboriginal and

Cultural Heritage Advisor said 
commemorating the Freedom Ride 
as a national event in Australia’s 
political history is part of what they 
hope to achieve.

“We will be presenting the 
Elders of each town with a plaque 
to mark the journey,” he said. “It 
hasn’t been offi cially marked before 
and should stand aside something 
like Anzac day, which is celebrated 
by all Australians.”

Seven youthconnections.com.au 
staff, Koori Connect Unit, 30 

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
school students and commu-
nity Elders will be re-tracing the 
2300kilometres journey.

The Freedom Ride 2011 
will depart on Saturday from the 
University of Sydney, with a pub-
lic send-off from Eileen and Hetti 
Perkins, wife and daughter of the 
late Charles Perkins, along with the 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs Paul 
Lynch; Vice- Chancellor Michael 
Spence, and journalist Darce 
Cassidy, who was a participant 
in the original Freedom Ride of 
1965. 

Sydney

CELEBRATE 100 YEARS OF 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
Sydney Central Branch invites you to an afternoon of 

good company and delicious food to mark 100 years of IWD.

Sunday March 6, from 12 noon

33 Levey St, Chippendale

For more info Tom 02 9699 8844
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Chelmsford Hospital narcosis victim Barry 
Hart, former gymnasium proprietor, model, 
and actor, has written a detailed, damning 
indictment of our adversary legal system 
to his federal member of Parliament, Peter 
Garrett and the Premier of NSW Kristina 
Keneally calling on the government to hold 
an inquiry into his 37 year legal struggle 
to get justice. Mr Hart wants a fair and 
adequate compensation for the injuries he 
suffered from the “torturous” psychiatric 
abuse he was subjected to without consent 
in what was labelled “deep sleep therapy” 
in Chelmsford Hospital during February 
and March 1973.

Mr Hart told The Guardian, “In trying to 
get justice and adequate compensation for the 
injuries I suffered which included, life threaten-
ing double pneumonia, deep vein thrombosis a 
pulmonary embolus, hypoxic brain damage and 
severe, chronic Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD), I became a victim of our antiquated, 
oppressive, ineffi cient and obscenely expensive 
adversary legal system.

“The legal system, its lawyers and judges 
became a collaborator in the original abuse, 
exacerbated my PTSD injury and made it per-
manent and incurable. This fact is supported by 
Professor Andrew McFarlane, a world PTSD 
expert, who said in his 2003 medical report 
(page 17) that the delays and perceived mis-
management by the legal system had caused 
a “secondary traumatisation” of my PTSD 
and continued to “perpetrate his psychological 
distress”.

Mr Hart cited in support of an inquiry 
breaches of international human rights covenants 
ratifi ed by Australia and support from former 
High Court judge Michael Kirby, Green member 
of State Parliament Ian Cohen MLC and former 
Labor politician Pat Rogan MP.

Mr Hart said the judgments in his case were 
works of fi ction not based on truth and that a 
corrupt legal system affected all the citizens in 
a democracy.

Although he won a jury verdict in the NSW 
Supreme Court in 1980 for false imprisonment, 
assault and battery and negligence against the 
defendants Dr John Herron and Chelmsford 
Hospital, the verdict was made empty by the 
summing up of the judge Fisher. The jury 
thought they were compensating Hart for the 
transient injuries of pneumonia and a pulmonary 
embolus that he had suffered, had no long-term 
injuries and was fully employable.

Only $36,000 was awarded for general com-
pensatory damages. In reality Hart had suffered 
brain damage, a severe, chronic post-traumatic 
stress disorder, was unemployable, lost $1 
million in wages and ended up on a disability 
pension. PTSD – although the symptoms were 
present – was not a recognised medical illness 
at the time of the 1980 trial. There were 48 
appeal points against the judge.

A 1990 Royal Commission found there were 
at least 24 preventable deaths from patients 
undergoing narcosis or so called “deep sleep 
therapy”, that death certifi cates were falsifi ed 
and consent forms forged. In Mr Hart’s case his 
unsigned consent form for “shock treatment” – 
Chelmsford claimed they didn’t have a consent 
form for narcosis – was cut off the bottom of 
an admission sheet and sent to his solicitor to 

hide the fact that he had not consented. It was 
then forged a second time by covering over 
the space with an x-ray report, photocopying it 
and then sending the document to the hospital’s 
insurance company, the GIO.

The Royal Commission found that Dr 
Herron had deliberately lied during the trial 
about his knowledge of this conduct and was 
involved in a conspiracy to pervert the course 
of justice along with the receptionist and a part 
owner of Chelmsford to hide the fact that Hart 
hadn’t signed a consent form. (“The Cover Up”, 
Vol.6 Royal Commission Report.)

In support of his submission Hart detailed 
corrupt practices by the judiciary in his case 
including:
• Medical reports of eminent plastic surgeons 

that proved he was not mentally ill when 
treated without consent but acting normally 
to the result of botched plastic surgery.

• This being kept from the jury by the judge 
during the 1980 trial and then the judge 
knowing the truth and not mentioning the 
medical reports, presenting the defendant’s 
case when he addressed the jury that Hart 
was delusional about the result, paranoid 
and psychotic and in need of “considerable 
treatment”.

• The criminal evidence from the Royal 
Commission being rejected by the NSW 
Appeal Court in 1996 on the grounds that 
it was merely “Dr Herron acting badly 
in concert with others” and as Dr Herron 
hadn’t “confessed” that he had a “guilty 
mind”, exemplary damages didn’t apply.

There were 50 errors of probative fact in the 
2007 judgment of Justice Peter Hall in Hart’s 
negligence case against his former solicitors 
Cashman and Partners. They failed to introduce 
into the appeal proceedings the fresh medical 
evidence that Hart had suffered a severe, chronic 
PTSD as well an hypoxic brain damage in 
Chelmsford that had made him unemployable.

Hart’s submission points out that Justice 
Hall ignored the negligence of the solicitors and 
the evidence of Barry Toomey QC and Solicitor 
David Trainor who said that the defendants 
failed to perform to the standards expected of 
competent solicitors: “The thing that strikes 
me about this case,” Barry Toomey QC said in 
evidence, “is that the report is received that this 
man has contracted PTSD and that is where the 
solicitor stops.”

Instead Justice Hall, without saying what the 
symptoms of PTSD were, created a theory that 
Hart didn’t have PTSD caused by Chelmsford. 
In order to fi nd for the defendant solicitors Hall 
ignored, misquoted and changed the probative 
evidence that proved that after Chelmsford Hart 
had the symptoms of PTSD that were not medi-
cally diagnosed by Dr Malcolm Dent until 1993. 

The judge excused the defendant solicitor 
swearing a false affi davit on August 25, 1995 
as to why the application to amend to include 
the fresh medical evidence was “so late”. The 
solicitor claimed that he was not aware of how 
the relevance of the PTSD and brain damage 
evidence in combination affected Mr Hart’s 
employment and the appeal until it was raised 
in conference by Mr Hart on the August 17, 
1995 four days before the appeal commenced.

This was not correct. Both the medical 
reports obtained by the solicitor said that because 
of the Chelmsford injuries Hart was virtually 
unemployable. The solicitor had also served 

the fresh medical reports on the solicitors for 
Dr Herron (Dr Phillips, September 1992 and 
Dr Dent February 1994) and used them again 
(June 1994) to try and get a settlement of the 
case for $330,000 plus costs, pointing out the 
two injuries brain damage and PTSD had made 
Mr Hart unemployable.

Mr Hart points out in his submission that 
deliberately swearing a false affi davit is a 
“criminal” offence.

Hart also pointed out that Justice Hall, 
practising as a barrister during the Chelmsford 
Royal Commission, defended the NSW Attorney 
General’s Department and had cross-examined 
him about complaints he had made to the AG 
about his treatment in Chelmsford. The fail-
ure of the government departments to act on 
Chelmsford were within the terms of reference 
of the commission.

Justice Hall’s published his judgment fi nding 
for the defendant solicitors on March 21, 2007. 
On the March 23, Hart collapsed in his general 
practitioner’s surgery and spent six weeks in 
hospital with suicidal depression and another 
six months as a hospital out patient. 

Mr Hart, a pensioner, has spent over a hun-
dred thousand dollars on his appeal – money he 
received from his late mother’s estate – with no 
return and huge legal debts. His barrister Peter 
Arden SC retired to his farm and the junior 
barrister gave up law because of health reasons. 
On October 12, 2007 his solicitors ceased to 
act for him.

On October 16 and 29, 2007 Hart whilst 
under psychiatric care had to appear by himself 
in court to explain the delay in his appeal.

On February 4, 2008 the Peoples Solicitor 
fi led a draft notice of appeal. The defendant 
solicitors moved to have the appeal struck out 
for being out of time and having allegedly no 
merit. The matter was heard by the Registrar 
Schell of the Appeal Court on the July 21.

Mr Hart told The Guardian, “My case is 
political. It took Registrar Schell almost 12 
months (July 9, 2009) to dismiss my appeal 
claiming that it was out of time and that I had 
been allegedly compensated in 1980. The deci-
sion was appealed and heard by a judge Handley 
on September 7, 2009. He brought down his 
judgment on February 5, 2010. Justice Handley 
said that the appeal was out of time and had little 
merit. He claimed that because the symptom of 
PTSD were allegedly the same as hypoxic brain 
damage, for which I had already been allegedly 
compensated that I shouldn’t be compensated 
twice for the same injury”.

“This is pure fantasy and is not supported 
by the evidence. The symptoms of PTSD are 
entirely different from those of hypoxic brain 
damage.

“There was also the updated 2003 report of 
world PTSD expert Dr Andrew McFarlane who 
said that one of my PTSD symptoms, based 
on the observations of medical witnesses, was 
fl ashbacks and the reliving of the convulsions 
of electrical shock. This was supported by the 
2003 report of Professor Clark. Objective EEG 
brain wave tests, which can’t be malingered, 
showed ‘signifi cant abnormalities’ that were 
‘strongly consistent’ with PTSD.

“I once again collapsed in court on the 
February 5, 2010 and was taken by ambulance 
to St Vincent’s Hospital and admitted to the 
Psychiatric Emergency ward.

“Although I am very vulnerable and 

psychologically fragile I was informed by the 
People’s Solicitor if I wanted to appeal it would 
cost me $10,000 a day for senior counsel. I am 
a pensioner. The adversary legal system has 
destroyed me fi nancially and emotionally. So 
much for the system’s propaganda about human 
rights, access to justice and the rule of law.

“I am presently undergoing a PTSD manage-
ment course at the Westmead Hospital PTSD 
research clinic. I am not being treated for the 
symptoms of hypoxic brain damage – short-term 
memory, new verbal learning etc. My PTSD 
injury is unique. It was caused by members of 
the same profession who treat it. It makes treat-
ment very diffi cult if not impossible.

“This has never been argued by any of my 
lawyers. In 37 years of this legal nightmare no 
lawyer has ever been able to fully understand 
my human rights case or taken the time to 
fi nd out. One of them said I had a ‘chip on 
my shoulder’. Another sat on the case for two 
years and hadn’t bothered to look up relevant 
case law. I was not listened to and generally 
treated as a cross between the village idiot and 
a naughty child.

“I have fl ashbacks and the reliving of the 
convulsions of electrical shock, heightened 
startle response and nightmares, all observed 
by witnesses. I sleep with my hands clenched 
in a defensive position across my chest. I have 

Victim says 
Australian legal system corrupt
Narcosis victim Barry Hart calls on the gov’t to hold an inquiry into his 37 year legal strugg

“The judgments in the Hart case are so far from truth that they offend 
community standards. They are works of fiction that would not stand up 
to public scrutiny. They are an indictment of our legal system.”

Andrew Allan, Secretary of the Medical Consumers Association 

Barry Hart at 21 years of age.



7The Guardian
February 23 2011 Magazine

gle to get justice

MJ Rosenberg

Anyone who thought that the United States 
has learned anything from the various 
revolutions upturning the Arab world has 
another thing coming. We didn’t. Last week, 
as the Egyptian revolution was culminating 
with the collapse of the Mubarak regime, 
the Obama administration announced 
that it intends to veto a United Nations 
Security Council resolution, sponsored by 
122 nations, condemning Israeli settlement 
expansion.

This is from AFP’s report on what 
Deputy Secretary of State James Steinberg 
told the House Foreign Affairs Committee.

“We have made very clear that we do not 
think the Security Council is the right place 
to engage on these issues,” Steinberg told the 
House of Representatives’ Foreign Affairs 
Committee.

“We have had some success, at least for 
the moment, in not having that arise there. 
And we will continue to employ the tools that 
we have to make sure that continues to not 
happen,” said Steinberg.

There is so much wrong with Steinberg’s 
statement that it is hard to know where to 
start.

First is the obvious. Opposition to Israeli 
settlements is perhaps the only issue on 
which the entire Arab and Muslim world 
is united. Iraqis and Afghanis, Syrians and 
Egyptians, Indonesians and Pakistanis don’t 
agree on much, but they do agree on that. 
They also agree that the US policy on set-
tlements demonstrates fl agrant disregard for 
human rights in the Muslim world (at least 
when Israel is the human rights violator).

Accordingly, a US decision to support the 
condemnation of settlements would send a 

clear message to the Arab and Muslim world 
that we understand what is happening in the 
Middle East and that we share at least some 
of its peoples’ concerns.

The settlement issue should be an easy 
one for the United States. Our offi cial policy 
is the same as that of the Arab world. We 
oppose settlements. We consider them ille-
gal. We have repeatedly demanded that the 
Israelis stop expanding them (although the 
Israeli government repeatedly ignores us). 
The administration feels so strongly about 
settlements that it recently offered Israel an 
extra $3.5 billion in US aid to freeze settle-
ments for 90 days.

It is impossible, then, for the United 
States to pretend that we do not agree with 
the resolution (especially when its language 
was carefully drafted to comport with the 
administration’s offi cial position). So why 
will we veto a resolution that expresses our 
own views?

Steinberg says that “We do not think the 
Security Council is the right place to engage 
on these issues.”

Why not? It is the Security Council that 
passed all the major international resolutions 
(with US support) governing Israel’s role in 
the occupied territories since the fi rst one, 
UN Resolution 242 in 1967.

He then adds, with clear pride that:
“We have had some success, at least for 

the moment, in not having that [the settle-
ments issue] arise there.”

Very impressive. The United States has 
had no success whatsoever in getting the 
Netanyahu government to stop expanding 
settlements – to stop evicting Palestinians 
from their homes in East Jerusalem to make 
way for ultra-Orthodox settlers – and no 
success in getting Israel to crack down on 

settler violence, but we have had “some suc-
cess” in keeping the issue out of the United 
Nations.

The only way to resolve the settlements 
issue, according to Steinberg, “is through 
engagement through the parties, and that is 
our clear and consistent position”. Clear and 
consistent it may be. But it hasn’t worked. 
The bulldozers never stop.

Of course, it is not hard to explain the 
Obama administration’s decision to veto a 
resolution embodying positions that we sup-
port. It is the power of the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), which 
is lobbying furiously for a US veto (actually 
not so furiously; AIPAC doesn’t waste energy 
when it knows that its congressional acolytes 
– and Dennis Ross in the White House itself 
– will do its work for them).

The power of the lobby is the only reason 
we will veto the resolution. Try to come up 
with another one. After all, voting for the res-
olution (or, at least, abstaining on it) serves 
US interests in the Middle East at a critical 
moment and is consistent with US policy.

But it would enrage the lobby and its 
friends who will threaten retribution in the 
2012 election.

Simply put, our Middle East policy is 
all about domestic politics. And not even 
the incredible events of the past month will 
change that.

That is why US standing in the Middle 
East will continue to deteriorate. We sim-
ply cannot deliver. After all, there is always 
another election on the horizon and that 
means that it is donors, not diplomats, who 
determine US policy.
MJ Rosenberg is a Senior Foreign Policy 
Fellow at Media Matters Action Network.
Al Jazeera 

Deputy Secretary of State James Steinberg told the House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
“We do not think the Security Council is the right place to engage on these issues.”

US vs UN on 
Israeli settlements

fallen out of bed during a nightmare and on 
one occasion ended up in casualty at Prince of 
Wales Hospital with a large blood clot on my 
hip. I have received no legal recognition for the 
illness or compensation.

“The judiciary is an arm of government and 
it is important in a democracy that the legal 
system is in fact not only delivering justice but 
is also be seen to be doing so.”

Andrew Allan, Secretary of the Medical 
Consumers Association who has been follow-
ing the Hart case for many years said: “The 
judgments in the Hart case are so far from truth 
that they offend community standards. They 
are works of fi ction that would not stand up to 
public scrutiny. They are an indictment of our 
legal system”.

When the courts and legal system refuse 
to deliver justice and go out of their way to 
hide the truth then it is up to the Government 
in a democracy to correct the situation. Hart 
has not received justice. An inquiry by either 
the federal or state government to correct 
this injustice is long overdue. In the words of 
Justice Sir Anthony Mason: “Nothing is more 
likely to bring about an erosion of public con-
fi dence in the administration of justice than the 
continual adherence by the courts to rules and 
doctrines which are unsound and lead to unjust 
outcomes”. 
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Justin Raimondo

Of the new revolutionary erup-
tions, post-Egypt, perhaps the most 
problematic for Washington is the 
upsurge in Bahrain, where a Sunni 
king has long ruled over his pre-
dominantly Shi’ite subjects. King 
Hamad is a corrupt tyrant whose 
disregard for basic human rights 
was underscored by the actions of 
his security forces in storming a 
protest encampment in the capital 
city’s main square, murdering fi ve 
protestors in a surprise assault in 
the dead of night, and wounding 
over 200. There are indications that 
at least some of the assailants were 
Saudis. Bahrain, a small island 
kingdom in the Persian Gulf, is 
connected to Saudi Arabia by a 
causeway.

In recent years, the govern-
ment has bowed to American pres-
sure to at least put on a façade of 
“democratic” reform, but the changes 
Hillary Clinton phased in during her 
visit to Bahrain a few months ago 
were merely cosmetic: the elected 
parliament is still an advisory body, 
corruption is pandemic, and citizens 
have no say in how they are governed 
or by whom. Indeed, it seems that 
the much-touted “reform” suppos-
edly undertaken in the country at 
Washington’s request is merely a 
façade for political manipulation and 
high-end thievery. In Bahrain, torture 
of political dissidents is routine.

The protestors aren’t seeking the 
overthrow of the al-Khalifa monarchy, 
as far as I can tell their demands are 
limited to the fi ring of King Hamad’s 
uncle, Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman 
al-Khalifa, whose term of offi ce as 
prime minister has dragged on now 
for 40 years. Sheikh Khalifa, a major 
landowner, has come to symbolise 
the ill-gotten gains of the royal fam-
ily, which virtually owns the entire 
country outright. As in Tunisia, where 
the weight of dictator Ben Ali’s family 
laid heavily on the country’s sink-
ing fortunes – and as in Egypt, too, 
where the Mubarak clan had some 
US$70 billion socked away in Swiss 
bank accounts – resentment over this 
massive thievery has boiled over into 
revolution.

However, few premonitions of 

trouble seem to have ever penetrated 
the walls of our embassy in Manama, 
the capital, where our diplomats, as 
recently as December, 2009, reported 
that everything was coming up roses. 
One diplomatic cable, brought to us 
by WikiLeaks, tells us the king is 
“personable and engaging,” and has 
“overseen the development of strong 
institutions” – although I doubt the 
diplomat who wrote that had this in 
mind. “I’ve just been beaten by a gang 
of thugs,” said ABC reporter Miguel 
Marquez, as he was assaulted by 
Bahrain government forces – which 
just about sums up our position in 
the region, where we are invariably 
on the side of the thugs.

Bahrain is a key element of the 
administration’s strategy against 
Iran: it is the headquarters of the US 
Fifth Fleet, and will be the linchpin 
of any future military action in the 
Gulf by US forces. Simply put, the 
Empire cannot afford to lose Bahrain. 
“Bahrain is a friend and an ally and 
has been for many years,” intones 
our Secretary of State: “We call on 
restraint from the government, (and) 
to keep its commitment to hold 
accountable those who have utilised 
excessive force.” The King has 
promised to investigate the killings 
– which is like Mubarak promising 
to investigate the killings committed 
by pro-government thugs in Egypt. 
Good luck with that, Hillary.

Shi’ites claim that the government 
discriminates against them in public 
sector employment, business regula-
tion, and the granting of housing 
subsidies. The opposition demands 
a revised constitution, to be written 
and voted on by a body of elected 
delegates.

They also claim the government 
is bringing in Sunnis from outside 
Bahrain and granting them citizenship 
in order to bolster the ruling elite’s 
political base: the country is less than 
30 percent Sunni.

Bahrain has been a more com-
pliant puppet than even Mubarak’s 
Egypt: while WikiLeaks cables from 
Cairo complained that the Egyptian 
military still seems to consider Israel 
its principal enemy, US diplomats 
in Manama report no such ambigu-
ity in Bahrain’s ruling circles. The 
Bahraini government was the fi rst 

Arab country to send an ambassador 
to “liberated” Iraq, and US offi cials 
have praised them for cuddling up to 
the Israelis. King Hamad has been 
agitating for a US attack on Iran 
almost as strenuously as the Israelis, 
albeit less publicly. On a visit to the 
country, US General David Petraeus 
met with the King, who, according to 
a US diplomatic cable:

“Pointed to Iran as the source of 
much of the trouble in both Iraq and 
Afghanistan. He argued forcefully 
for taking action to terminate their 
nuclear program, by whatever means 
necessary. ‘That program must be 
stopped,’ he said. ‘The danger of let-
ting it go on is greater than the danger 
of stopping it.’ ”

King Hamad added that in light 
of these regional developments, 
Bahrain was working to strengthen 
GCC* coordination and its relations 
with allies and international organi-
sations. He specifi cally mentioned 
NATO and confi rmed that Bahrain 

had agreed to the Alliance’s request 
to use Isa Airbase for AWACS mis-
sions, although the detail on numbers 
and timing have yet to be discussed.

The US is going to need this kind 
of political support, as well as the 
strategic military advantage afforded 
by Bahrain in any future confl ict with 
Iran. Yet in the wake of the Pearl 
Square massacre, and the continuing 
crackdown, the price for that support 
is going to be rather high – so high 
that it hardly seems worth paying. 

Expect any day now to hear that 
Hezbollah – Bahrain’s stand-in for 
the Muslim Brotherhood – is behind 
what’s happening in the country. In 
that case, refer to the appended com-
ment in the WikiLeaked diplomatic 
cable, which reads:

“The rebellion in Bahrain is a 
dagger pointed at the heart of the 
War Party’s campaign against Iran, 
and more: it is a sword of Damocles 
hanging over the heads of the House 
of Saud. Right across the King Fahd 

causeway, in the oil-rich Eastern 
province, are as many as two million 
Shi’ites, who live and work atop the 
world’s greatest concentration of oil 
reserves and around 90 percent of 
Saudi oil production. The predomi-
nantly Shi’ite workers who work those 
oil fi elds are the key to the Kingdom’s 
wealth and future stability, and the 
Saudi kleptocrats cannot afford to let 
a Shi’ite uprising in Bahrain succeed.”

Bahrain – and Saudi Arabia – are 
the weak underbelly of the elaborate 
US security structure in the region. 
In place since Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt cemented the US alliance 
with the House of Saud, in 1943, it 
may all be coming undone – and in 
very short order.
* Gulf Co-operation Council – 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates and Oman.
Justin Raimondo is the editorial 
director of Antiwar.com.
Antiwar 

The Battle of Bahrain
King Hamad – the Mubarak of the Gulf

King Hamad (inset).

Flip-flops and elections in Germany
Victor Grossman

BERLIN: So much is happening 
in and outside Germany! Most 
dramatic were the revolutionary 
events on the southern shores of 
the Mediterranean. 

Aside from amazement that 
those decade-long dictators and 
crooks could be forced out by 
the will of the people, there were 
some worries among sun-seeking 
German vacationers who annually 
fl ee the icy waters of the Baltic and 
North Sea and swarm to Tunisian 
and Egyptian beaches, the equiva-
lent of the Caribbean for some 
Americans. But their worries faded 
next to those of political leaders 
of the main parties here. For years 
they, like Americans and other 
Western Europeans, had been so 
chummy with Mubarak and the 
others!

They had also exported all 

kinds of military supplies to them, 
even the water cannon used to 
knock down demonstrators. Now 
they had to do a rapid fl ip-fl op and 
pretend they had really always 
favoured democracy and human 
rights. And the tortures they had so 
lightly overlooked? Tortures? What 
tortures! 

“We wish the new governments 
well,” they swore, and would glad-
ly advise them all about democ-
racy, while insisting that they keep 
to the same crooked Near East 
policies they had all been so happy 
with.

Flip-fl ops are nothing new. 
Both the Social Democrats and the 
Greens, when in power, had cre-
ated a mixture of jobless insurance 
and the dole which puts fear into 
the hearts of all those faced with a 
loss of their jobs. They would not 
starve, it is true, but could soon be 
reduced to a loss of their apartment 

and all property or savings, and 
perhaps be forced into a worse job 
at far less than minimal pay – or 
lose even minimal benefi ts.

The German Supreme Court 
– more human than the one in 
Washington – had ruled that the 
amount granted was not enough 
to live on decently, especially for 
children. The government decided 
to grant some money for children’s 
activities while cutting some ben-
efi ts but granting an additional fi ve 
Euros more a month – currently 
less than $7.

The Social Democrats and 
Greens assumed a defi ant posture. 
“Not with us!” they declared, as if 
it had not been their parties which 
originated this so-called Hartz IV 
program (named for a Volkswagen-
backed politician, long since on 
parole after a bribery scandal). 
The government could not get 
its new rules through the Upper 

House or Bundesrat without Social 
Democratic or Green support so 
the four parties wrangled for weeks 
and weeks, while both tried to 
adapt minimum wage proposals 
swiped from the Left party. It is 
now possible the four will compro-
mise, not at fi ve but at €8 (US$11) 
monthly.

It is a very open secret: that 
behind the wrangling was the fact 
that seven important state elections 
are due this year and every party 
wants to be seen as generous, or 
at least determined. And the tactic 
is to act as if the Left party, die 
LINKE, is not even in the running. 

After its long inner problems 
and quarrels, and vitriolic attacks 
because its chairwoman briefl y 
mentioned communism as a future 
possibility, die LINKE is not in a 
favourable position, but still hopes 
to squeeze into two more West 
German state parliaments in March 

with a vote over the fi ve percent 
mark. At the moment it is hover-
ing around four percent. In east-
ern Germany, with more than 20 
percent, it hopes to win second or 
even fi rst status in two votes.

The fi rst election is due on 
Sunday, February 20, in Hamburg, 
where the Greens and the Christian 
Democrats had been united in a 
very uneasy relationship ending 
fi nally in divorce. It seems certain 
that the Social Democrats will win 
this one; the question is whether 
they get a majority and can rule 
alone or only a plurality and have 
to let the Greens hold a few cabinet 
posts. 

Any victory will help them 
out of two years of doldrums and 
miserable poll results. For the Left, 
it would seem they can again get 
more than fi ve percent in Hamburg. 
Nothing is certain, however.
People’s World 
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Rami Almeghari

“Masr, Masr, Masr, Masr” – the 
Arabic word for Egypt was the call 
from huge crowds on the streets 
of Gaza City as news came of the 
resignation of President Hosni 
Mubarak following 18 days of 
protests all over Egypt.

The length of Umar al-Mukhtar 
Street, a main thoroughfare in Gaza 
City, presented a beautiful portrait of 
black, red and white, the colours of 
hundreds of Egyptian fl ags embla-
zoned with a golden eagle, as many 
people shared sweets and watched 
fi reworks.

Children and adults leaned out 
of cars waving fl ags, honking horns 
and joining the chanting. Near the 
Jundi al-Majhoul public gardens a 
car stopped and one of the occupants 
threw candy at a cheerful crowd 
nearby. On another corner, tens of 
others launched fi reworks into Gaza’s 
night sky casting a bright glow on the 
Egyptian fl ags below.

“I am so happy. This is a day 
that we have awaited for so long as 
[Mubarak’s] regime weakened the 
standing of the Arab nation and its 
own people in the face of the Israeli 
occupation,” said Abu Mustafa, a 
white-bearded 54-year-old man, sur-
rounded by a large group of young 
men in the al-Rimal quarter of Gaza 
City. “I would like to congratulate our 
Egyptian brothers and sisters on this 
remarkable and historic day as their 
will has emerged victorious.”

“I pray that such a victory of the 
people will be repeated soon across 
the Arab and Islamic worlds and that 
all regimes like that of Mubarak will 

step down,” added Abu Mustafa as 
young people chanted loudly.

“I am very happy, very happy for 
the youth of Egypt, who succeeded 
in toppling Mubarak’s regime,” said 
a 26-year-old who called himself 
Abu Muhammad. He also expressed 
his joy for Gaza: “Mubarak helped 
suffocate us here in Gaza by closing 
the [Egyptian] border. Prices have 
soared because of the closure and the 
Israeli blockade. I just hope that the 
days after Mubarak will prove much 
better for us and for our Egyptian 
sisters and brothers.”

Although tightly controlled by the 
Mubarak regime, the Rafah border 
crossing between Gaza and Egypt 
has been completely shut since the 
Egyptian revolution began on January 
25, and violent clashes have been 
reported on the Egyptian side between 
local residents and security forces. 
In a reversal, Palestinians in Gaza 
even provided food aid to isolated 
Egyptian soldiers.

The media were in Umar al-
Mukhtar Street too, and many young 
men huddled around the cameras and 
microphones cheering loudly with 
smiles on their faces.

One of those faces was that of 
Muhammad, a bearded 27-year-old 
who told The Electronic Intifada, 
“Yes, the Mubarak regime had to step 
down. This regime has oppressed us 
and its own people. I cannot forget 
recent statements by Habib al-Adly 
[minister of the interior under 
Mubarak] in which he accused a 
Gaza-based group of carrying out a 
deadly attack on an Egyptian church.”

The bombing at a Coptic church 
in Alexandria in January killed 21 

people. It has since been reported that 
Egyptian prosecutors are investigat-
ing al-Adly himself on suspicion of 
involvement in the bombing.

As the car this reporter was riding 
in headed home, three young men 
stopped it and indicated they wanted 
to speak. “We want Mubarak, we want 
Mubarak!” one of the young men 
chanted. But he was only joking. It 
was impossible to fi nd anyone in Gaza 
who was not expressing joy.

The momentous events in Egypt 
also echoed in Palestinian politics. 
A big rally, including cars with 
loudspeakers gathered at the Saraya 
crossroad in Gaza City. One slogan 
heard from the speakers said, “The 
people want to bring Abbas down,” 

a reference to Mahmoud Abbas, 
leader of Fatah movement and the 
US-supported Palestinian Authority 
in Ramallah.

Since Hamas won Palestinian 
elections in 2006, and then drove out 
militias loyal to Abbas from Gaza 
in 2007, there has been a deep split 
between Hamas, which still rules 
Gaza, and Fatah. Egypt effectively 
sided with Abbas and Fatah in this 
division, keeping Rafah closed as a 
way to put pressure on Hamas.

Following the winter 2008-2009 
Israeli attack on Gaza, Egypt had 
eased travel restrictions slightly, 
allowing patients, students and those 
with Gaza residency permits to 
move across the border more easily. 

International visitors, aid convoys and 
solidarity missions however continued 
to face tight restrictions.

While Hamas authorities had not 
permitted protests against Mubarak in 
recent weeks, it did allow the celebra-
tions to take place in the streets of 
Gaza after his fall.

Most political factions in Gaza 
expressed their solidarity with the 
people of Egypt. Hamas called on the 
new Egyptian authorities to imme-
diately re-open the Rafah crossing 
terminal once and for all.
Rami Almeghari is a journalist 
and university lecturer based in 
the Gaza Strip.
The Electronic Intifada 

Gaza celebrates 
the fall of Mubarak

US: Workers stand fast in Wisconsin
Teresa Albano

MADISON, Wisconsin: While 
10,000 people continued a four-
day occupation of the Wisconsin 
state Capitol building, tens of 
thousands outside chanted their 
approval when AFL-CIO President 
Richard Trumka declared: “You 
are stronger than the governor. You 
are stronger than his CEO buddies. 
You are the strongest movement in 
America.”

Politicians like Republican 
Governor Scott Walker “want to 
take away our freedom,” Trumka 
told the roaring, sign-waving 
crowd.

“We won’t give it to you, gov-
ernor, and you can’t take it away 
from us,” Trumka said.

“I’ve never been in a workers’ 
uprising like this in my life,” said 
a middle-aged woman as every-
one around her broke into cheers. 
Their cheers were for 200 fi re-
fi ghters making their way through 
the crowds, playing bagpipes and 
carrying signs that read, simply, 
“Firefi ghters for Labour.”

The Capitol was completely 
taken over by the workers, students 
and families by the forth day of 
protests. The Republican-controlled 
state Senate was unable to approve 
the governor’s proposal to kill 
union bargaining rights for public 
employees because the Democratic 
minority remained out of state, at 
undisclosed locations. The lawmak-
ers said they will stay away until 

the Republicans take the union-
busting measure off the table.

Right-wing state legisla-
tors and governors in other states 
have been keeping a close eye 
on Wisconsin because they too 
would like to weaken organised 
labour in their states. Among those 
states are Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. But 
the mass outpouring of rank-and-
fi le workers here may be giving 
them pause.

The crowd broke into prolonged 
cheers and chants when Trumka 
said, “The Michigan governor just 
announced that he doesn’t want to 
pick a fi ght.” – meaning he will 
not push anti-collective-bargaining 
legislation in his state, or not now 
at least.”

Huge sections of the crowd, 
inside and outside the Capitol, fre-
quently broke into chants of “This 
is what democracy looks like” and 
“Recall Walker.”

“Union busting is disgusting,” 
chanted a contingent of college and 
high school students.

Firefi ghters and law enforce-
ment offi cers were treated like rock 
stars whenever people spotted them. 
Crowds cheered, whistled and 
yelled their support.

Teachers from all over the 
state were among the demonstra-
tors, forming the backbone of the 
protests. There were so many in 
attendance that the Milwaukee pub-
lic school district, Wisconsin’s larg-
est, had to close down. At least six 

school districts in the state have had 
to cancel all classes.

In addition to the fi refi ght-
ers and teachers and other public 
workers, thousands of private sec-
tor workers were in the crowd. 
There were sheet metal workers, 
Teamsters union members, steel-
workers, electrical workers, meat 
cutters and many more.

Keith Kemper, a sheet metal 
worker from Racine, was there 
with his two sons and their friends. 
“We’ve had rallies in Racine where 
schools were closed yesterday,” 
he said. “It’s not about the money. 
It’s about workers’ rights. Workers 
deserve a right to bargain. If you 

tell a public employee he has to pay 
more for health care, they deserve 
the right to bargain over it.”

Rick Clayton, a pipe installer, 
added his voice to the tens of 
thousands who have been saying 
the issue driving the protest is the 
attack on collective bargaining, 
not money. “If he [Governor Scott 
Walker] would delete collective 
bargaining from the bill, this would 
be all over,” said Clayton.

Among the demonstrators 
were many who were not union 
members. They were people like 
Nick Grobarchik, a freshman at 
the University of Wisconsin in 
Madison. His mother teaches in 

Green Bay, the town in which he 
used to live. “I’m afraid she’ll lose 
her job,” he said. “It’s scary: it’s not 
about the budget. It’s about attack-
ing unions. We don’t know how we 
will pay these college bills if she 
loses her job.”

A Milwaukee teacher who was 
among the thousands occupying 
the inside of the Capitol got on her 
cell phone, urging colleagues back 
home to come to Madison to join 
their fellow workers, under attack 
from the far-right. “You’ve got to 
come up and bring everybody,” she 
said. “We hear the tea party is mak-
ing plans to be here.”
People’s World 
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Signs of the 
changing 
times
US politicians and media com-
mentators have been busy assur-
ing the world that the national 
democratic revolution in Egypt 
was not a defeat for the USA, not 
a rejection of US diplomacy and 
imperialist ambition, but in some 
way an expression of “the values 
America holds most dear”, notably 
democracy.

Ironic really, when you consider 
that for 30 years the US was the 
major prop for Mubarak’s brutal and 
very undemocratic regime. Far from 
rebuking Mubarak and Co for using 
torture, the US sent Cairo prisoners 
it was too squeamish to torture on 
its own soil, so it could keep its own 
hands “clean”.

When it became clear that 
keeping their man in offi ce was no 
longer an option, but only after the 
billionaires in their private jets who 
had looted the country for years had 
made their escape to Bahrain and 
other friendly locations, US politi-
cal leaders began emphasising the 
next stage.

Not change. That’s what the 
people wanted. The US, Britain 
and the EU called instead for “an 
orderly transition”. Changing the 
government was less important than 
ensuring there was no disruption to 
business.

And considering how cosmetic 

changes of government are in the 
US and Britain, they have obviously 
got their priorities right! But it’s not 
smooth sailing by any means.

It’s not so many years ago that 
if US, British or European corporate 
interests did not like a government 
somewhere in the world, they simply 
got rid of it, either with the help of the 
US Marines or some “pro-democra-
cy” (a synonym for “pro-capitalist”) 
militia. From Guatemala to the 
Congo, Iran to Bangladesh, they 
toppled governments and installed 
repressive regimes in the name of 
democracy.

Those days, however, are passing. 
They may not have gone altogether 
yet, but they are defi nitely on the 
way out. When US imperialism tried 
to oust the Chávez government in 
Venezuela, it almost succeeded and 
then failed ignominiously. Chávez 
returned triumphantly to power. Such 
an outcome would once have been 
unthinkable.

For the US, however, the unthink-
able has become very much the issue 
of the moment. Life itself is making 
more and more of the US people take 
a hard look at their country and their 
way of life.

The mighty corporations that 
dominate the country’s economy 
are as brutal and as single-minded 
in their pursuit of profi t as they have 
ever been. But the people are less 
impressionable than they used to be.

Banks in particular have had the 
gloss knocked off their image. The 
global fi nancial crisis has left too 
many people in debt, or homeless, 
bereft of any shred of “the American 
dream”. And everyone can see that 
American banks – their profi t-driven 
policies, their greed and their callous 
disregard for their customers – were 
right behind it.

We know that the crisis was the 
inevitable outcome of the capitalist 
system itself, but to a nation witness-
ing mortgage foreclosures on an epic 
scale, the system has come under the 
microscope to an extent not seen for 
more than half a century.

It has not brought a rush of peo-
ple clamouring for information about 

socialism. That would be too radical 
a step at this stage. But it has put 
alternatives to laissez faire capitalism 
and the dominance of big business 
well and truly on to the agenda of 
the middle class in the USA.

Commenting on the decision of a 
bank in Oregon to force the closure 
of Allyson’s, a local deli, because “… 
the balance and payments are due”, 
US non-fi ction author Will Wilkinson 
wrote on the Internet: “How many 
Allyson’s stories are accumulating 
throughout America?

“How many business owners and 
employees, home owners and credit 
card users have had their lives turned 
upside down by bankers’ decisions 
like this one, so utterly devoid of 
humanity?”

Noting that the bank apparently 
didn’t feel it was necessary to show 
any compassion, Wilkinson observed: 
“It’s the golden rule in action: he who 
has the gold makes the rules. Period. 
And, it’s happening everywhere.”

Allyson’s deli isn’t the only 
case that Wilkinson quotes. “A San 
Francisco friend tells me about his 

eleven months of futile communi-
cation with the bank that holds his 
mortgage. They lost his paperwork 
three times. All he wanted was to 
renegotiate the payments.

“Finally, he’s walking away. But 
fi rst, he’s stopped making any pay-
ments at all. He’ll live in the house 
until he is forced to leave. When he 
does leave, the house will sit empty, 
tied up in red tape, while homeless 
people crowd the streets nearby.

“A Texas couple fights Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield who have 
both denied coverage of life saving 
heart surgery for their newborn baby, 
on the basis that it is a pre-existing 
condition. Pre-existing? He was born 
with it.

“Reading the offi cial responses 
from these companies… it’s the same 
story. They simply don’t want to pay. 
They are in business to make money, 
as are the banks. Providing some sort 
of service is an irritating necessity. 
The less actually provided, the more 
successful these businesses are.

“Meanwhile, out on the streets 
where we live, the anger is building 

towards a breaking point. How many 
Allyson’s closing down, how many 
home owners walking away (or 
being driven out), how many of us 
losing our savings to pay for health 
care, how many ‘confrontations with 
local offi cials and elites’ will it take 
to fi nally get us out on the streets?

“When will the world start 
watching a ‘leaderless revolution’ 
here in America? We don’t have a 
dictator to oust. For us, it’s a ruling 
oligarchy immune to infl uence by 
voting. It’s bankers, corporations, 
multi-whatillionaires, an enabling 
government, those with the gold, the 
power and no interest in us, beyond 
milking us everyday like the docile 
sheep they believe us to be.”

Wilkinson advocates a kind 
of small-scale fi nancial self-help 
program rather like the populism 
espoused in the fi lms of Frank Capra 
in the 1930s and ‘40s. But he is also 
convinced that a “leaderless revolu-
tion” like the recent one in Egypt, 
will take place “here in the good old 
USA. … It is inevitable. The only 
question is ‘When?’” 
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Importance of building 
the struggle

As the people of Egypt rightfully 
celebrate the fall of a US sponsored 
tyrant the question of power 
still remains at the centre of this 
struggle.

The power of the people to stay 
the hand of the state machine. Obama 
and the US imperialists have breathed 
a sigh of relief as they have substi-
tuted the hand of Mubarak for the 
same military that was part of the state 
machine that suppressed the people.

The state was in danger of being 
rendered asunder by the popular anger 
and the military machine in danger of 
splitting. Desperate “diplomacy” by 
US Imperialism must have been afoot 
to execute the slight of hand.

The substitution of a military 
council for the government of Egypt 
is part of the power struggle between 
the people and the Imperialists. The 
deception of “free and fair “elections 
is part of the struggle to carefully 
reassert the state control in Egypt and 
to preserve US interests.

The people awakened will be hard 
to put back to sleep. The Egyptian 

working class will learn much from 
this experience: so must we all.

If Imperialism reasserts and again 
oppresses the people it will only 
be through lack of a revolutionary 
alternative and a working class not 
yet organised to take power from the 
capitalists. It all serves to show that 
work in “peaceful” times needs to 
concentrate on building an organisa-
tion to serve and lead the working 
class and the whole people against 
the Imperialists.

David Matters
Brisbane

Growing protests 
in Iraq, too
The unfolding events in the Middle 
East are widely covered in the daily 
press. It is not surprising as 300 
million people are infl uenced by 
these events to varying degrees. 
What is amazing though is the 
fact that people’s marches and 
demonstrations in Iraq are com-
pletely ignored.

While reporters complain that 
some countries restrict access to 
events and clamp down on the 
reporting, surely Iraq should not be 
in this category? After all, the US 
stated “goal” there was to establish 
“democracy”. But as it stands at the 
moment, demonstrations have been 
held in many cities against the present 
corrupt government.

Many demands are economic 
– there were widows’ and invalids’ 
marches and their demands were for 
a pure survival support. But politi-
cal demands were also put forward 

– there have been calls for the gov-
ernment to resign for its failure to 
provide a decent life for the majority 
of people.

Will the USA be supporting Iraqi 
people’s demands for democratic 
changes? Don’t think so. After all, 
the Obama administration just vetoed 
the UN Security Council resolution 
against Israeli settlement building on 
occupied Palestinian territory – a very 
backward decision indeed and another 
proof of outdated and corrupt policy 
that the region is rising against.

Mati English
Sydney

Halt the deceit
The USA only gave up supporting 
the oppressive Mubarak regime in 
Egypt, when it became absolutely 
apparent he and his ruling elite 

couldn’t continue to hold power.
Mubarak’s brutal regime was 

able maintain control through mass 
terror; coercion and the help of mas-
sive military and political aid from 
the US, its western allies, as well as 
Saudi Arabia and Israel.

Despite professing support for 
democracy, freedom and human 
rights, the US, Britain and France 
continue a policy of propping up cor-
rupt, repressive, dictatorial regimes 
in the Middle East and elsewhere. 
This is because the US and other 
major powers have an explicit policy 
of putting their strategic, economic, 
political and military interests before 
the lives, liberty and welfare of 
people.

And while the USA and its 
Western allies are engaged in a war 
with Islamic extremist groups, the 
cruel actions of the very regimes they 
back are the reason some desperate 

people are driven into the arms of the 
religious extremists. It is frequently 
this injustice and oppression that 
breeds fundamentalist extremism.

The leaders of the Western pow-
ers must be told by their citizens to 
halt this deceit and hypocrisy and 
make signifi cant changes, so that 
their countries follow a just and 
compassionate foreign policy, that 
refl ects a genuine regard for the 
well-being of people and respects 
their human and civil rights and 
other freedoms.

Peoples in the Middle East and 
elsewhere deserve decent, fulfi lling 
lives free of the misery and brutality 
of oppressive, corrupt, dictatorial 
regimes and interfering western gov-
ernments intent on keeping them in 
power because it suits their national 
interests.

Steven Katsineris, 
Vic
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Allyson’s, a local deli in Oregon is forced to close because “… the balance and payments are due”.

Sydney Film Night
You are invited to the first film for 2011 

of the Central Branch’s film season

The Quiet American (2002)

Staring Brendan Fraser, Michael Caine, 

Do Thi Hai Yen

From the Graham Greene novel

Friday February 25, 6pm

74 Buckingham St Surry Hills, Sydney

Entrance by donation

Further info: Tom 02 9699 8844
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Sunday 27 February –
Saturday 5 March

For me, the two most interest-
ing programs this week are 

both scientifi c, programs that exam-
ine life, the universe and just about 
everything. Neither program has any 
truck with idealist nonsense about a 
supreme being or “intelligent design” 
or the like.

All the wonders they show (and 
between them they show plenty) are 
the result of natural processes gov-
erned by scientifi c laws.

First up is the two-part documen-
tary mini series David Attenborough’s 
First Life (ABC1 Sundays from 
February 27 at 7.30 pm), which is 
not – as you might suspect from the 
title – a series about his early days as 
a broadcaster, but a series exploring 
the beginnings of life on Earth.

Palaeontologists usually deal 
with fossilised bones and shells, with 
what were once the hard parts of now 
extinct creatures. But the forms of 
life that arose in the primordial sea 
over 600 million years ago were soft 
bodied, little more than a group of 
cells that had clumped together.

Finding fossils of them is a 
remarkable achievement in its own 
right.

These early primitive sponges 
were followed by more complex 

multi-celled plant-like creatures, 
such as the fern-like Charnia, 
and Attenborough shows us fos-
sils of Charnia in the rocks of 
Newfoundland.

These creatures, however, were 
anchored in place, absorbing nutrients 
from the water and by about 550 mil-
lion years ago they had been replaced 
by new creatures that utilised a body 
plan most animals still use today: 
bilateral symmetry.

This evolutionary advance 
brought mobility and with it came 
sexual reproduction resulting in 
an explosion of diversity. Mobility 
required more energy and marine 
worms with embryonic mouths and 
guts fl ourished. Some developed teeth 
and the oceans now had predators.

I think the notes that accompany 
the preview disc of the series make 
a statement about the current state 
of scientifi c knowledge that is worth 
repeating: “This is a story that can 
only be told now, because in the last 
20 years stunning fossil fi nds at sites 
across the world have transformed our 
understanding of the fi rst life forms.

“The latest technology allows us, 
in photorealistic computer-generated 
imagery, to discover the creatures that 
evolved the traits and tools that helped 
all animals, including us, to survive 
to this day.”

Attenborough, and the program, 
travels to various parts of the world 
to examine the fossil record, showing 
us the forest in Leicestershire where 
the unexpected discovery of fossilised 
Charnia transformed scientifi c think-
ing about early life. He takes us to the 
eastern coast of Canada and evidence 
of a time of global glaciation, when 
the Earth was effectively a snowball 
from Pole to Pole, and the only life 
that survived was microbial.

He takes us to the Great Barrier 
Reef for evidence of the emergence 
of multi-celled animals, and to South 
Australia for fossils of animals that 

had developed the ability to move. In 
Switzerland, the fossilised embryos of 
an ancient marine worm are x-rayed 
revealing not only mouths but teeth.

Life was about to become a whole 
lot more exciting.

If Attenborough’s series is con-
cerned largely with the embry-

onic and the microscopic, Professor 
Brian Cox’s series Wonders Of The 
Solar System (SBS1 Tuesdays at 
8.30 pm from March 1) is at the 
other end of the scale: his concerns 
are with vast distances, unimaginable 
forces and beauty that is literally other 
worldly.

Although the series is written 
and directed by Gideon Bradshaw, 
it is Cox who leads us through every 
step of the way. Cox is a physicist, 
and he fi nds the scientifi c universe 
to be a thing of incomparable beauty 
and magnifi cence. He is only a young 
man but his enthusiasm is boundless.

The centre of the Solar system 

is by defi nition the Sun, so our local 
star is the focus of the fi rst episode, 
entitled The Empire Of The Sun.

This is television, so Cox also 
travels all over the world, in order to 
illustrate the signifi cance and power 
of the Sun in life on Earth. He joins 
with devout Hindus standing on the 
bank of the Ganges to witness a total 
solar eclipse in India.

He visits spectacular waterfalls 
on the Amazon while another scien-
tist explains the correlation between 
sunspots on the surface of the Sun and 
greatly increased river fl ow. He visits 
Norway to view the Aurora Borealis, 
as the magnetic forces generated by 
the Sun clash with the Earth’s mag-
netic fi eld.

Professor Cox explains how it is 
that the “solar wind” does not succeed 
in blowing our planet’s atmosphere 
away because of counterbalancing 
magnetic forces.

He also explains what will happen 

when the Sun eventually runs out 
fuel. The Sun will expand, the Solar 
system will be turned into a dust cloud 
again, and one day perhaps the cycle 
will start anew.

We had better be long gone by 
then.

Cox’s theme is that “Planet Earth 
is a stunning planet, with spell-
binding natural wonders and the only 
life known in the Solar System. But it 
doesn’t exist in magnifi cent isolation.

“The space age has brought new 
worlds of wonder into view. Dramatic 
images sent back by a fl eet of probes, 
orbiters and landers have proved these 
worlds to be more spectacular than 
we ever imagined.”

This is a series for anyone who 
is interested in the world they live on 
and the universe they live in.

Next week’s episode is devoted 
to the rings of Saturn, and they are 
even more extraordinary than we 
previously believed. 
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Len Waster

The courage and heroic efforts of 
the Egyptian people have forced 
the dictator Hosni Mubarak to step 
down after 30 years as President 
of Egypt. The popular revolt in 
Egypt demonstrates the power the 
people can wield through resolute 
collective action. The Egyptian 
people’s determined stand against 
an entrenched dictatorship has 
sent shudders through the ruling 
elites of the region, as well as the 
US and European imperial powers 
that back them. Their revolution 
inspires the oppressed and discon-
tented throughout the world.

The “peoples revolution” in Egypt 
– which with Tunisia swept up broad 
sections of the population demanding 
signifi cant political and social change 
and led in both cases to the fall of a 
dictator – is part of a chain reaction 
of protest and mass action that has 
erupted throughout North Africa and 
the Middle East since December.

It started with street protests in 
Tunisia, when a young, unemployed 
graduate killed himself after police 
shut down his street stall. This sparked 
the anger of the army of unemployed 
youth in Tunisia and soon set off mass 
demonstrations in Morocco, Algeria, 
Yemen, Jordan, Sudan, Egypt and 
Palestine.

These spontaneous outbreaks 
show the extent to which the situa-
tion in these societies had become 
unbearable for much of the popula-
tion, many of whom have watched 
a year of protests in Greece, Spain, 
Italy, Portugal, Ireland and Britain, 
against measures that try to infl ict the 
costs of the Global Financial Crisis 
on working people; many of whom 
have family and friends living and 
working in these countries.

Many of the regimes against 
which the people have revolted are 
based on old anti-colonial national 
revolutions and progressive move-
ments that have been subverted in 
the course of their integration into 
the global capitalist economy. They 
have become client states of US and 
European imperialism and degener-
ated into one party dictatorships 
serving corrupt elites. Others are 
monarchies created and installed to 
serve the same interests.

Egypt, as the region’s most 
populous country, its largest economy 
and a recipient of billions in US aid, 
mostly military, is the cornerstone 
of imperial domination in the Arab 
world. The stakes in Egypt are very 
high for both imperialism and democ-
racy, for both the capitalist elites and 
the working classes.

Moreover, the world is much 
more unstable (and more connected) 
than even fi ve years ago. The dem-
onstration of people’s power in Egypt 

(and Tunisia), which has already 
inspired similar action within the 
region, and which could trigger simi-
lar protests anywhere throughout the 
global economy where conditions are 
right, makes it certain the Egyptian 
people will not easily gain the democ-
racy they are hoping for, if the ruling 
elites have their way.

Neo-liberalism, 
inequality and the 
Global Financial Crisis

Class divisions are the dominant 
reality of social and political life in 
Egypt. An estimated “thousand fami-
lies”, inextricably tied to the Mubarak 
regime, have gathered to themselves 
control of vast areas of the economy. 
They have acted as channels for the 
infl ow of foreign capital and made 
themselves benefi ciaries of sweeping 
privatisation programs that delivered 
the nation’s wealth into their hands. 
Meanwhile, more than 40 percent of 
the population live below a poverty 
line of two dollars a day.

Backed by a police state and a 
permanent state of emergency to 
guarantee a cheap pool of labour for 
investors, Egypt has experienced high 
economic growth, especially over 
the last decade and rapidly grown its 
workforce, one that has engaged in 
ongoing militant action and engaged 
in bloody battles with employers and 
government forces, to try to improve 
its conditions and assert its rights.

Nevertheless the minimum wage 
in Egypt was kept at $6.50 a week 
from 1984 till the end of 2010, when 
it was formally increased to about $70 
per month, under pressure of ongoing 
industrial action. Even when taking 
into account bonuses and incentives 
many workers have managed to gain 
though industrial action, wages in 
Egypt were just 36 percent of gross 
national product in 2010 (compared 
with a 50 percent share for wages 
in Australia), while the minimum 
wage declined from 60 to 13 percent 
of average per capita gross national 
product between 1984 and 2008. 

The effects of neo-liberal poli-
cies in eroding the living standards 
of the great majority of Egyptian 
working people were exacerbated by 
the Global Financial Crisis of 2008. 

The crisis in Egypt impacted on 
the manufacturing, transport and tour-
ism industries most severely, while 
its impact elsewhere throughout the 
Middle East resulted in hundreds of 
thousands of Egyptian migrant work-
ers returning home to joblessness. 
Remittances sent home to support 
families fell away. The prolonged 
recession worsened chronic unem-
ployment and underemployment, 
especially for women and youth, and 
forced many into even more vulner-
able forms of employment.

Labour movement 
at the heart of the 
“people’s revolution” 

The Egyptian People’s Revolution 
did not start with the demonstrations 
in Cairo’s Tahrir Square. Labour 
unrest has long been seen as the big-
gest threat to the regime’s stability and 
to capitalist control of society, and it 
is the working class that has paved 
the way for the people’s revolution.

Despite a corrupt and despotic 
union leadership – represented by 
the Egyptian Trade Union Federation, 
strongly identifi ed with the Mubarak 
regime – workers have ceaselessly 
struggled for their rights for decades. 
This struggle has only intensifi ed 
since an uprising of the workers of 
the industrial city of El Mahalla el 
Kubra, 60 kilometres south of Cairo, 
exploded into violent rioting in April 
2008, after police tried to brutally 
suppress a protest strike against high 
food prices, unemployment and police 
torture.

The workers of Mahalla broke 
the barrier of fear all over Egypt with 
their action. Since then, more than 
800 strikes have occurred in Egypt, 
building the experience, strength and 
knowledge of workers through their 
activism. Out of the action also grew 
the April 6 Youth movement, which 
spread reports of what had happened 
in Mahalla and became an on-line 
movement of more than 100,000 
members and which, in the wake of 
the revolt that brought down Ben Ali 
in Tunisia in mid-January, urged Cairo 
residents out onto the streets.

Again, protests in Mahalla 
turned into riots on January 28 when 
police efforts to use force against 
demonstrators resulted in the police 
station and police cars being burned 
and the police pulling out of the city 
altogether, as they did in Cairo and 
other localities.

While the world’s attention was 
focused on Cairo in the days leading 
up to Mubarak’s resignation, large, 
and frequently violent, gatherings 
of demonstrators and strikes were 
occurring in the industrial cities and 
suburbs of Egypt, culminating in a 
call for a general strike on February 
8, which accelerated the rate of indus-
trial action in the few days before 
Mubarak’s resignation.

The goals of the labour movement 
have been transformed by the current 
uprising. Labour wants much more 
than higher wages and better work-
ing conditions. A new, independent 
trade union federation has declared 
it will build itself along the princi-
ples of democracy and transparency, 
defending workers’ rights within the 
framework of a democratic society. 

The new trade union federation 
is at the core of an effort to build 

a nationwide “committee to protect 
the revolution” to ensure the voice 
of workers and the poor is heard in 
any negotiations for change.

Present situation 
Popular revolt – and the threat 

of a stronger connection between the 
workers movement and the more mid-
dle class urban movement that could 
lead to a more fundamental shift of 
power – forced Mubarak’s resignation, 
but his withdrawal was prepared and 
managed under close guidance of the 
United States.

The Chairman was dumped, but 
the Board of Directors is still in place, 
its mission to safeguard the interests 
of US imperialism and the Egyptian 
ruling elite, to defuse the “people’s 
revolution” and when it is ready, crack 
the workers movement, so Egypt 
remains a safe and attractive target for 
foreign investment and profi t taking.

Omar Suleiman is an acknowl-
edged CIA asset, the Cabinet mem-
bers are all Mubarak appointees and 
military men, while the interim prime 
minister is also the leader of the 
Higher Military Council.

Workers in Egypt, through their 
own struggles and through their new, 
independent union federation have 
raised economic and democratic 
demands – for the right to work, for 
higher wages, increased benefi ts, bet-
ter working conditions, social welfare 
programs, and the right to organise, 
including as civil committees in order 
to “defend their workplace, workers 
and citizens during these critical 
times and to organise protest actions 
and strikes … to realise the Egyptian 
people’s claims”.

The way forward for 
the working class: 
socialist revolution

Egypt has entered into a revo-
lutionary situation in that the ruling 
classes cannot maintain their rule 
without change and the crisis in their 

policies has allowed the oppressed to 
more easily express their discontent, 
which has grown more acute. In this 
increasingly turbulent situation the 
masses have become more active 
and are being drawn into independ-
ent action.

But this has not yet produced the 
overthrow of one class by another. 
Neither the “transitional” regime, 
which is the continuation of the junta 
that holds the ruling classes in place, 
nor any government it sets up, will 
satisfy even the most basic demands 
raised by the working class in these 
revolts. This will require the working 
class to consciously unite and direct 
all the varied elements of the mass 
struggle into a drive to capture power, 
and undertake measures “which in 
their totality amount to the overthrow 
of the bourgeoisie” (Lenin) and reor-
ganise society along socialist lines 
– that is, in the interests of the vast 
majority of people, not the interests 
of profi t for a small minority.

The Egyptian people’s revolution, 
with the labour movement at its heart, 
has completed its fi rst stage, where 
the ruling class has been shaken, but 
– propped up by US imperialism in 
particular – not overthrown, and is in 
transition to the second stage, where 
the working masses must organise to 
defend themselves from reaction, and 
“perform miracles of organisation” 
that expose the “deception practised 
by bourgeois politicians” and prepare 
the way for victory of the working 
class.

Its allies in attaining this are the 
overwhelming majority of the popu-
lation within Egypt and the working 
class throughout the Middle East, 
North Africa and generally.

With these two allies, the work-
ing class “can and will proceed, fi rst, 
to the achievement of a democratic 
republic and … then to socialism, 
which alone can give … people 
peace, bread and freedom”. (Lenin, 
1917). 

Egypt: 
Mubarak gone – 
The junta remains


