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In solidarity with 
heroic struggle of 
the Egyptian people
Statement Central Committee, Communist Party of Australia
Egypt is witnessing a popular uprising 
against the despotic regime of President 
Hosni Mubarak. For over a week, tens of 
thousands of people have been demonstrat-
ing in the streets demanding an end to 
Mubarak’s rule. They have braved police 
brutality and attacks by organised pro-
Mubarak gangs. About 300 have given their 
lives, many more have been injured and an 
unknown number may still be in jails.

The Communist Party of Australia stands 
in solidarity with this heroic struggle in Egypt’s 
political and economic life to achieve democ-
racy, jobs and bread.

We are witnessing a national democratic 
revolution, a determined attempt to overthrow 
a corrupt reactionary, pro-imperialist regime.

For decades the peoples of Egypt, Tunisia 
and the whole of North Africa and the Arab 
world have borne the brunt of dictatorship and 
brutal repression. These dictatorships have been 
backed and sustained by the United States.

Workers and their families have experienced 
super-exploitation, poverty and hunger while 
western governments turned a blind eye to these 
massive abuses and continued to arm and train 
the military machines that have been used to 
keep the people down. Workers’ organisations, 
from their trade unions to their political parties, 
have been savagely suppressed.

The 30-year period of the Mubarak regime 
has been marked by authoritarianism, sup-
pression of democratic rights, corruption and 
merciless neo-liberal economic policies pushed 
by the World Bank and IMF since the 1990s. 
Nationalised industries and public services 
developed by Egypt’s Gamal Abdel Nasser with 
Soviet support in the 1950s are disappearing.

A devastating IMF program imposed in 
1991 brought deregulation of food prices, 
sweeping privatisation and massive austerity 
measures which led to the impoverishment of 
the Egyptian population and the destabilisation 
of its economy. Almost half of all Egyptians 
live at or below the poverty line, and prices for 
basic items like bread have soared. 

Neo-liberal policy, grinding poverty and 
repression are the backdrop to this strife. The 
uprising is rooted in the social and economic 
grievances of the working and middle classes.

It was organised initially by young Facebook 
and Twitter activists inspired by the success 
of Tunisians in overthrowing Ben Ali. They 
came from the Kifaya (Enough) movement 

– a coalition of government opponents – and 
the April 6 Youth Movement. Formed three 
years ago, this takes its name from a April 6, 
2008 general strike that itself stemmed from 
a year-long strike by textile workers in Ghazi 
el-Mahalla. Key issues in the general strike 
were the soaring cost of bread and other basic 
necessities, and demands for increased wages.

However, what seemed initially to be a 
movement of Egyptian young people demanding 
change drew in workers, opposition political 
parties, civil society groups and other forces 
to become a popular uprising.

The popular mobilisation we are witnessing 
on the streets of Egypt also has its roots in the 
courage and persistence of the organisations 
representing the workers and other progressive 
forces – among them the Communist Party of 
Egypt – who have worked for many years under 
very diffi cult conditions to rebuild the workers’ 
movement, weakened by successive cycles of 
repression and political persecution.

The Communist Party of Egypt has experi-
enced decades of repression. Its members have 
suffered imprisonment and death at the hands of 
this regime. They have shown great courage and 
have succeeded in mobilising tens of thousands 
of workers in recent years in waves of strikes 
that have contributed to weakening the regime.

Egypt occupies a highly strategic position, 
straddling Africa and Asia, and it controls the 
Suez Canal, the vital shipping link for oil and 
other products moving between Asia and Europe 
and beyond.

The US and its European and Israeli allies 
will fi ght to prevent the Egyptian people control-
ling their nation’s military and energy policies, 
and what passes through the Suez Canal. The 
threat of military intervention hangs over the 
nation. Imperialism has invaded Egypt once 
before to maintain control of the Suez Canal.

The US has given Mubarak military aid 
worth US$1.3 billion per year. This has funded 
the largest army in the Middle East and helped 
maintain Mubarak in power. In addition most 
of the millions have gone straight back into the 
coffers of US corporations. The biggest winners 
over the last decade have been Lockheed Martin 
($3.8 billion); General Dynamics ($2.5 billion); 
Boeing ($1.7 billion); Raytheon ($750 million); 
and GE ($750 million). 

The ultra-conservative Fox TV raised the 
spectre of Islamic fundamentalism, reporting: 
“If Mubarak falls, the United States and its 

other principal ally in the Middle East, Israel, 
could have to face a government of the Muslim 
Brothers in Cairo, and a turn towards anti-
western sentiment in the North African country.” 
But this is not an Islamic-led movement.

The Obama administration has had to 
abandon Mubarak and fi nd alternative ways of 
propping up its strategic interests.

While the US has supported Mubarak over 
the last 30 years, US foundations have quietly 
supported sections of the political opposition. 
This “political leveraging” or “manufacturing 
dissent” is an old tactic of imperialism. 

Posing as defenders of “democracy” and the 
“right of peaceful dissent” and promoting an 
“orderly transition”, the US is trying to control 
the popular movement and achieve cosmetic 
changes to preserve the interests of monopoly 
capital and imperialism. 

The national government is the target of the 
protest movement. The slogan is Mubarak must 
go. There have been no reports of anti-American 
chants or slogans.

However, to win its aims the people’s move-
ment will have to deepen, targeting not only the 
puppet but also the US puppet master.

US imperialism and its allies are desperately 
concerned that the Egyptian national democratic 
and anti-imperialist revolution will succeed 
and spread to other parts of the Arab world, 

threatening other client regimes and undermining 
US-Israeli hegemony in the region.

What is happening in Egypt is already 
affecting Jordan, Yemen, Algeria, Morocco as 
well as other states. The balance of forces, the 
political map is changing in a process which may 
be diverted or delayed but cannot be stopped.

A new Egyptian government could break 
the blockade of Gaza.

The events sweeping Egypt in recent days, 
as well as the heroic uprising of the Tunisian 
people show that the days of the oppressive Arab 
regimes are numbered and that the will of the 
people for democracy, freedom and a decent 
life cannot be denied.

The Egyptian uprising demonstrates the 
power and the potential of the people .to bring 
about real change. The masses make history.

Current events in Egypt and across the 
Arab world challenge the domination of the US 
dictatorship of capital, they challenge its mur-
derous wars of economic, political and cultural 
domination, and they challenge the oppression 
and destruction of the Palestinian people. 

Regardless of the immediate outcome, the 
mass uprising in Egypt marks a turning point 
not only for Egypt, but for the Middle East and 
surrounding countries, and for US foreign policy. 
Imperialism and the reactionary, Zionist state 
of Israel have a lot to lose. 
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For readers interested in historical dates, Germany invaded Poland 
on September 1, 1939. Britain declared war on Germany on 
September 3, 1939, ushering in the “phony war” period. The USSR 
occupied the western portion of Poland on September 17. Hitler 
then turned his gaze westwards, and Nazi troops invaded France 
through the Ardennes, entering Paris on June 14 1940. France 
signed an armistice (effectively surrendering) on June 22. Now, for 
those interested in figures, The Guardian Press Fund contributions 
have risen 950 percent compared to last week! Unfortunately, 
the total figure is still well below what is needed (approximately 
$290 per week to reach our $14,000 annual target), so please send 
us in something for the next issue. Many thanks to this week’s 
supporters, as follows:
B Corbett $20, R Girvan $10, Fred Rouady $50, 
“Round Figure” $15
This week’s total: $95 Progressive total: $125

Housing – 
on the list of neo-liberal failures

High on the list of disasters caused by neo-liberal economic 
and social policy in Australia is its failure to deliver safe and 
affordable housing for those who need it. Housing stress – where 
the cost of housing does not leave a person or a family enough 
to live on after accommodation is paid for – is on the rise. 
Increasingly, young people and older women are caught up in 
the crisis. The federal government and its state counterparts 
make sympathetic noises, commission some schemes and launch 
endless studies. This is tinkering at the edges. The problem is the 
system and the abandonment of the proper role of public housing.

The attack on public housing began with the rise of neo-
liberalism (or “economic rationalism” as it was known) in the 
late 1970s and early 80s. Public housing rents were forced up 
towards the market level. Responsible ministers and departmen-
tal spokespersons stopped talking about “public housing” and 
referred instead to “welfare housing”. Public housing stopped 
being an option available to most working people and started to 
become a shrinking safety net for the needy or troubled. Housing 
stocks diminished as properties were sold off or redeveloped.

We now live with the consequences of this attack on public 
enterprise. The handbrake on private rents has been removed. 
The stop gap Centrelink payments for rent assistance are of some 
limited help to low income earners but do nothing to constrain 
spiralling average rents. More than ever, the overall housing mar-
ket has become nothing but a vehicle for speculative investment.

Last week, Sacred Heart Mission chief executive Michael 
Perusco wrote a column for The Age lamenting Australian gov-
ernments’ lack of decisive intervention in the widespread housing 
crisis. He criticised the decision by the Gillard government to 
cut the target number of affordable homes to be built under the 
National Rental Affordability Scheme. Under the scheme, tax 
incentives were to be handed out to private landlords to let newly 
built homes at below market rents. The number of such homes 
projected for construction by 2014 has been slashed from 50,000 
to 35,000. The scheme fell foul of the cuts made in response to 
the Queensland fl oods.

Mr Perusco’s exasperation comes from fi rst-hand contact 
with the victims of decades of bad public policy. He has seen the 
impact it has had on the phy sical and mental health of people 
locked out of the housing market. He called on the federal gov-
ernment to give fi rm leadership in the matter and lock itself 
and its state counterparts into a 10-year plan with a target for 
the construction of 3,000 units of affordable housing a year in 
Victoria alone. “Safe and affordable housing is a key foundation 
of any civilised society,” he said.

He is absolutely right and the pressure for action must cer-
tainly be kept up. The demands must be expressed but realities 
must be kept in mind. Calling on governments dominated by 
the major parties to place a pro-people constraint on a capitalist 
market is like calling on foxes to eschew eating chickens. Property 
developers are major donors to the Liberal and Labor Parties. 
Developers make up an important part of the capitalist class who 
dominate strategic policy decisions in countries like Australia. 
They have shaped the property market, including the housing 
market, just the way they like it – for nice fat profi ts.

Charities like Sacred Heart Mission do great work helping 
those who might otherwise be sleeping rough tonight but the job 
of restoring and extending the role of public housing, of limiting 
the speculative market for access to this basic right will not be 
done by Liberal or Labor governments. The job of building the 
political alternative of left and progressive forces that will meet 
such a challenge is getting more urgent by the day.

Obituary

Desmond (Des) 
Melrose Donley
Veteran communist Des Donley 
passed away quietly in a nursing 
home on Friday February 4 at the 
age of 95. His early years were 
marked by severe hardship and 
injustice, his later years as a fi ghter 
for justice as a staunch unionist 
and member of the Communist 
Party. In his youth he was shown 
no warmth or affection, his school-
ing was rudimentary. He often 
commented that he received his 
education in the Party.

The injustice began at birth, when 
Des was taken off his “half-caste” 
Aboriginal mother (kidnapped as 
Des would say) by the authorities. 
He was one of many victims of 
state genocidal policies designed to 
“assimilate” Aboriginal people into 
the broader population – today known 
as the Stolen Generations.

Repeated efforts, later in life, 
to track his parents were constantly 
thwarted by government bureaucra-
cies and the Salvation Army. Having 
white skin, he was not aware of his 
Aboriginality until, in his 70s, he 
fi nally tracked down who his parents 
were. Sadly, his mother passed away 
only two weeks before he discovered 
her whereabouts. He did meet his 
nephew and other members of his 
Aboriginal family. The loss of his 
mother’s love and the grief she felt 
at her loss were often on his mind.

Des had been in seven or eight 
foster homes before being handed 
over to a Salvation Army orphanage 
in Brisbane and then at 15, placed in 
virtual slavery on a farm.

“All I got was a primary educa-
tion. I couldn’t read or write when I 
left school,” Des told The Guardian, 
in an interview in 2003, when speak-
ing about the importance of education. 
“The Salvation Army home was an 
education – scrubbing fl oors on my 
knees, a slave to them.”

The children were marched to 
school each day to the beat of a drum. 
“Oh, that used to annoy me, like we 
was a sideshow or somethin’. The 
Sally [Salvation Army] rally of raggy 
orphans.” At school they were given a 
number and no one knew their names. 
The teachers had no time for the kids 
from the home who were subjected 
to incredible brutality.

Des would recall the thrashings 

and punishment meted out to an 
Aboriginal boy, Billy Gordon. “He 
not only received countless beatings 
but spent days at a time locked in 
the washroom with food slid round 
the door as if he were a wild dog.” 
They were not allowed to be children, 
instead subjected to a daily regime 
of labour and never-ending prayers 
thanking the Lord for what they were 
about to receive.

At 14 Des was hired out by the 
state to a dairy farm at Ipswich. There 
he slaved under the most appalling 
conditions from 3.30am to 9pm, 
sleeping in a shed on a prickly hay 
bag for a mattress. He slaved day 
and night, was never paid one penny, 
never offered any warmth or care.

The state took his wages and up 
to the time of his death he was still 
fi ghting for them. The Queensland 
government was using a technicality 
to avoid repayment – it had agreed 
to pay compensation to Aboriginals 
under the Aboriginal Protection (sic) 
Act but Des had been taken from his 
mother under some other legislation!

At 18, he was free from the care 
of the state, and took off to fi nd work. 
He moved from job to job, scraping 
a living from day to day during the 
Great Depression. He was sacked 
more than once for asking for a 
pay rise or standing up for a fellow 
worker.

The fi rst person who ever stood 
up for him, who showed any human-
ity was a Communist trade unionist. 
This led to Des becoming a staunch 
unionist and Communist. He was a 
union delegate on a number of jobs, 
and fought fearlessly for fellow 
workers. Many of his observations 
and experiences are very relevant 
to today. Des had no doubts that he 
would have fi nished up on the scrap 
heap if it were not for the unions and 
the Party.

One of the highlights of his life 
was in his 80s when he visited Cuba 
as a member of the Southern Cross 
Brigade. Des spent some of his later 
and happy years on the NSW Central 
Coast where he was warmly wel-
comed as an Elder of the Darkinjung 
Tribe.

Des was an ardent reader and 
supporter of The Guardian and com-
mitted Communist. He continued 
his struggle for justice as long as his 
health permitted, determined that 
future generations should have a better 
life than his and could live in peace.

Des’s biography Slipped Though 
The Net by Elly Inta is available at 
Shop@CPA – see ad below.

The Guardian conveys its sym-
pathy to Des’ family, friends and 
comrades. 

Slipped Through the Net
The story of Melrose Desmond Donley

by Elly Inta

Taken from his mother at the age of six months, Des Donley 

became a ward of state, in and out of foster homes and then on 

to a Salvation Army Orphanage. At 15 he was farmed out to a 

family as virtual slave labour, working from 3.30 in the morning 

until 9 at night, sleeping in a shed with a prickly straw pillow. 

Only at the age of 18, he ended his isolation, entered the paid 

workforce, found girls, dancing, music and had a few drinks. He 

became a union delegate, joined the Communist Party and spent 

a life fighting for others. The fair skinned Des was in his 60s 

when he learnt of his Aboriginality. He is still fighting, at the age 

of 94, for his stolen wages.

$25 including p&h within Australia

74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010 Ph 02 9699 8844
Payment by Cheque, Money Order (Make out to “CPA”)
Credit Card (include type, name, number and expiry date)

One of the many books available at 

Shop@CPA
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Peter Mac

Globally, last year and the last dec-
ade were the warmest on record. 
All countries are facing climate 
change, but scientists around the 
world are particularly watching 
Australia’s wild and extremely var-
ied weather patterns. Cyclone Yasi, 
which struck North Queensland 
last week, spanned half the state’s 
coastline. Its impact was felt as far 
inland as Alice Springs. It was the 
largest and most intense cyclone 
to hit the mainland since weather 
recordings began.

As The Guardian goes to press, 
exhausted Queenslanders are facing 
the bitter task of cleaning up and 
rebuilding after the disastrous fl oods 
and the cyclone. Many people are still 
unable to reach their homes, others 
will have to completely rebuild, or 
move out.

People in other states are also 
struggling. Towns in northern NSW 
were fl ooded three weeks ago, as were 
Mildura and parts of Melbourne last 
week. Meanwhile, Western Australia 
continues to suffer what seems to 
be a never-ending drought, and fi re 
fi ghters have been battling bushfi res 
around Perth.

An inadequate 
reaction

Climate research has revealed 
phenomena such as the trans-Pacifi c 
El Nino and La Nina cycles that 
bring repetitive seasons of either 
wet or dry weather. There are also 
other longer-acting forces, such as 
the Indian Ocean dipole, responsible 
for Western Australia’s exceptionally 
dry weather, and the Pacifi c Decadel 
Oscillation, which mitigate or exac-
erbate the El Nino cycles. 

It is crucial for our politicians to 
take scientifi c research seriously, and 
to take initiatives to deal with climate 
change, not just the immediate crisis. 
In this respect Australia’s two major 
parties are failing.

Queensland Premier Anna Bligh 
has certainly impressed the public, 
with her dedication in dealing with 
both the fl oods and Cyclone Yasi. 
At a national level, Prime Minister 
Gillard has sent in defence forces, 
which have played an invaluable role 
in search and rescue operations, and in 
helping to restore essential services.

Nevertheless, in other respects 
the federal government has failed 
miserably, particularly regarding its 
decision to fund post-fl ood recon-
struction works by raiding existing 
environmental programs that tackled 
climate change at its source.

The “Cash for Clunkers” pro-
gram (a clunker in its own right) 
was not much of a loss. However, 
the solar hot water rebate, which 
had the potential to signifi cantly 
reduce domestic energy consump-
tion, was severely capped, as was 
the program of grants for conversion 
to LPG power generation. The green 
car innovation fund, the Adelaide 
O-Bahn busway extension and the 
green start home assessment program 
(which identifi ed ways in which 
households could reduce their energy 
consumption, and thus their power 
bills) were all scrapped.

These programs were certainly 
inadequate. However, they did at least 
have some potential for reducing our 
carbon emissions. Now they’ve been 
sacrifi ced, and there’s almost noth-
ing left that would have any effect 
in reducing carbon emissions, and 
thereby dealing with climate change. 
The government also scrapped the 
higher education capital development 

pool, and the Australian teaching and 
learning fund.

In contrast, the bloated defence 
allocations for new weapons of 
warfare, which would pollute the 
environment shamelessly, were treated 
as sacrosanct. The carbon capture and 
storage fl agship grants, and the global 
capture and storage institute funding, 
both of which constitute a gargantuan 
handout to the coal industry, had 
relatively minor cuts.

The government’s only verbal 
commitment to carbon reduction 
is the promise (and that’s all it is) 
to introduce a price on carbon. 
Presumably this would take the form 
of a carbon trading scheme. If imple-
mented, it would almost certainly be 
a re-run of the government’s origi-
nal scheme, which would not have 
come into effect for years, made 
generous concessions to polluting 
industries, and even provided them 
with compensation!

Big talk, 
not enough action

Federal treasurer Wayne Swan 
has described the Queensland fl oods 
as “the largest natural disaster in our 
history”, and opposition leader Tony 

Abbott has described the fl oods and 
Cyclone Yasi as “historically extraor-
dinary”. Yet neither has pointed out 
that the fl oods came only 27 years 
after the 1974 Brisbane fl oods, which 
were then described as a “once in a 
hundred year” occurrence, and that 
Cyclone Yasi arrived only fi ve years 
after Cyclone Larry, also a “once in 
a hundred year” event.

Moreover, the expression “cli-
mate change” is noticeably absent 
from statements by the government 
and the Liberal opposition. They 
are both reluctant to use language 
that associates recent catastrophic 
weather events with climate 
change. They fear public pressure 
might force them to take immedi-
ate and forceful action to deal with 
it, including action contrary to 
the interests of the coal industry 
and the major energy consumers.
What they should do is to imme-
diately enact legislation to prevent 
construction of new coal-fi red elec-
tricity generators, or the expansion 
of existing ones, and to require auto 
manufacturers to produce electrical 
cars, rather than hybrids, which are a 
concession to the oil industry.

They should also introduce 
genuine carbon reduction programs, 

and should aim to split the polluters’ 
ranks by penalising those who refuse 
to reduce their emissions, while 
encouraging those who cooperate. 
Private power generation corporations 
unwilling to convert to renewable 
energy generation should be national-
ised – in fact this would be preferable 
anyway, given that the industry is not 
only crucial but is also the nation’s 
biggest carbon emitter.

Moreover, they should dump the 
carbon capture and storage programs 
and the grossly wasteful defence 
force programs, starting with those 
that are focused on invasion of other 
countries. The resultant budget sav-
ings could pay for climate change 
action and the establishment of a 
permanent fund for dealing with 
natural disasters, without resorting 
to a levy and the cutting of environ-
mental programs.

And all these actions should be 
aimed at reducing our emissions by 
at least 20 percent by 2020. But the 
two major parties won’t accept such 
an objective, or any of the above 
programs. If we are to deal adequately 
with climate change, it will be neces-
sary for the Australian people to dump 
the two major parties, not just their 
policies. 

Mission Beach after Cyclone Yasi had been through. 

Floods, fi res, cyclones and drought, but 
Don’t mention climate change!
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Out of frustration, 
MUA strikes at Webb Dock
Frustrated after seven months 
of failed negotiations, Maritime 
Union of Australia (MUA) 
members at Patrick bulk and 
general facility at Webb Dock 
in Melbourne are taking further 
protected action. 

Paddy Crumlin, MUA nation-
al secretary and president of 
International Transport Workers’ 
Federation, said his members were 
reluctant to strike but saw no other 
option. “Patrick are more interested 
in negotiations by press release, ped-
dling misinformation and distorting 
the union’s attempts at settlement,” 
he said. “We have been and remain 
committed to sustainable business 
outcomes including productivity, but 
not at the expense of more workers’ 
lives. No press release from them 
can hide their appalling record in 
this area.

“Our members at Patrick bulk and 
general facilities across the nation are 
at their wits’ end.”

MUA assistant national secretary 
Ian Bray said there had been seven 
months of negotiations and Patrick has 
refused to put an offer on the table. 
“Now they claim that our protected 
action – action approved by Fair Work 
Australia – is the reason they won’t 
make an offer,” he said.

“What of the six months prior to 
our industrial action? What was hold-
ing them back then? It’s a ridiculous 
position. Also, as we have reiterated 
during every negotiation, our wage 
claims are the least of our concerns 
and will be dealt with last during those 
negotiations.”

He said that despite this position, 
a position Patrick has accepted, they 

have refused to make an offer on half 
the claims that have no cost attached.

Sixty percent of the workforce at 
Patrick bulk and general are casual 
employees. “This is not acceptable,” 
he said. “Those casual workers have 
been stuck in limbo for, on aver-
age, fi ve years – some for as long 
as nine.”

On January 17 the Melbourne 
Magistrates Court ruled against 
Patrick, fi nding them guilty of an 
indictable offence for discriminating 
against an OHS representative for 
raising safety issues on the job.

Meanwhile, Mr Crumlin rejected 
comments by Shipping Australia’s 
Llew Russell about the union’s 

protected industrial action against 
Patrick.

Mr Crumlin said Mr Russell’s 
claim that the action was a “return 
to the bad old days” were probably 
closer to the truth than Mr Russell 
realised.

“It feels like it is a return to the 
bad old days as Mr Russell says – but 
the bad old days of WorkChoices on 
the part of Patrick,” Mr Crumlin said. 
“Mr Russell is obviously another who 
gets teary eyed with sentimentality 
over that atrocious period of industrial 
distortion and belligerence against 
workers.”

He said that Mr Russell might 
do better to concentrate on making 
Shipping Australia more than just a 
misrepresentative name for who he 
works for. He could start doing this 
by refusing to represent those foreign 
ship owners of his organisation who 
use international crew members to 
ply their trade inside the Australian 
domestic freight market without the 
imposts of meeting Australian tax and 
other regulatory standards applied to 
the real Australian shipowners.

“These are the foreign owners 
registering most of their vessels in 
places like Liberia and Panama, 
places no doubt Mr Russell is very 

fond of indeed because they are able 
to reduce labour costs in the worst 
possible fashion, one that is above 
all about nothing but the shipowners’ 
convenience when picking a fl ag.”

Mr Crumlin said the real truth 
Patrick’s continued stonewalling of 
EBA negotiations had led to the cur-
rent protected industrial action taken 
by the union.

“Safety, training, career progres-
sion and job certainty are our absolute 
priorities.”

Mr Crumlin said management 
at Patrick bulk and general in recent 
years had placed emphasis on what 
they call “Behavioural Based Safety” 
and their approach was to seek to 
apportion blame of OHS issues to 
workers.

He said “Behavioural Based 
Safety” focused on changing the 
behaviour of workers in order to 
prevent occupational injuries and 
illnesses.

“By blaming workers for their 
injuries and illnesses, these programs 
rely on the belief that workplace 
health and safety problems are the 
result of ‘unsafe acts’,” Mr Crumlin 
said.

“This approach completely 
overlooks the vast majority of safety 

concerns that emanate from manage-
ment’s outdated, poor work processes, 
lack of job training and discrimination 
against safety reps.”

He said Patrick has an appalling 
safety record in an industry currently 
under enormous duress as wharfi es 
continue to die on the job in record 
numbers. They have been prosecuted 
for their failures in the area of safety 
and responsibility to their employees’ 
welfare. “To hide behind this media 
beat up that it’s the big bad MUA 
being irresponsible on wages is an 
absolute disgrace as are Shipping 
Australia’s gratuitous comments”

Ian Bray said the union would 
welcome Patrick’s commitment to 
stevedoring safety regulation. “But 
they need to cease the politicisation 
of waterfront safety for industrial 
purposes,” he said. “The stubbornness 
exhibited by Patrick has not been 
confi ned to EBA negotiations.

“While Patrick bulk and gen-
eral has participated in Work Safe’s 
Transport Advisory Group it has not 
agreed to any stevedoring specifi c 
regulation. They refuse to commit to 
the major items of importance that 
can ensure the unacceptable rate of 
fatalities on the waterfront is brought 
to an end.” 

Labour Struggle

Greens Upper House candidate 
NSW MP David Shoebridge and 
Greens Senator-elect Lee Rhiannon 
toured Gloucester, in the Hunter 
region, last week. They met with 
environmental activists and local 
government representatives to 
build the campaign to support 
local coal communities, save prime 
agricultural land from destruction, 
protect Gloucester tourism and 
halt open cut and coal seam gas 
expansion in the area.

David Shoebridge said:
“Both the NSW government 

and the Coalition are behind the 
move to carve up prime agricul-
tural land in this beautiful valley, 
potentially making Gloucester a 
sibling of the coal ravaged Upper 
Hunter. Gloucester’s exquisite val-
ley, thriving agricultural markets 
and boutique food industry is far 
too precious to be thrown away 
to build the profi ts of big mining 
companies.”

The Greens say there is still 
time to save Gloucester from the 
fate that has met the Upper Hunter 
and that such visits are key to 
painting a picture in Macquarie 
Street and Canberra of what’s 
going on and bring the issues to 
the attention of the public and 
politicians.

The Greens are continuing to 
call for a moratorium on coal seam 
gas exploration in the area, legal 
protection of prime agricultural 
land and a halt to new and expand-
ed mines.

Federal Senator Elect Lee 
Rhiannon said:

“All levels of government 
have had a hand in allowing the 
bulking up of the Duralie open 
cut mine’s operations to rise to 20 
million tonnes, risking polluting 
the precious waters of the Mammy 
Johnsons River and endangering 
the giant barred frog and the swift 
parrot.

“The rich agricultural land 
and pristine rivers that fl ow from 
the Gloucester area right down to 
beautiful Port Stephens should not 
be sacrifi ced.”

Ms Rhiannon said that once 
farm land is damaged and the 
oyster and fi shing industry in Port 
Stephens polluted it is impossible 
to bring them back to life.

“Acting now to transition away 
from coal and invest in the gems 
Gloucester has to offer in terms of 
tourism and farming is essential.

“The National Party has failed 
to honour its commitment to intro-
duce legislation to protect prime 
agricultural land from the ravages 
of coal mining.

“It is time the Coalition made 
a new commitment to introduc-
ing legislation during this vital 
campaign period,” Ms Rhiannon 
said. 

Greens tour Hunter

Cutting higher 
education to fund 
flood relief short 
sighted
The higher education sector has 
been unfairly targeted to help 
fund the federal government’s $5.6 
billion expenditure to rebuild areas 
affected by the recent fl oods.

“The abolition of the 
Australian Learning and Teaching 
Council (ALTC) and the Capital 
Development Program to make 
savings of nearly $400 million in 
forward estimates is short sighted 
economic and political manage-
ment”, Jeannie Rea, National 
Tertiary Education Union (NTEU) 
president said.

“While the NTEU fully under-
stands the urgency of rebuilding 
fl ood affected areas and supports 
the levy, we question the wisdom 
of cuts to investment in other 
important nation building areas. 
Around 13 percent of the proposed 
spending cuts are coming from our 
universities, with climate change 
programs suffering even greater 
cuts.”

The abolition of the ALTC, 
which supports the continuous 
improvement of quality in universi-
ty teaching through research, award 
and grant programs, is at odds 
with the government’s often stated 

commitment to improving teaching 
standards and student outcomes.

“While the environment is the 
biggest loser, our universities will 
fi nd it more diffi cult to meet the 
government’s ambitious higher 
education participation targets. This 
decision raises serious questions 
about the Gillard government’s 
rhetoric on the critical importance 
of education to Australia’s econom-
ic and social future, particularly in 
regional Australia.

“The loss of $300 million 
in capital development funding 
will impact especially heavily on 
regional universities who have been 
the major recipients of this funding 
in recent years.

“The NTEU is asking the Prime 
Minister to reconsider asking our 
universities to make a dispropor-
tionately high contribution to the 
rebuilding effort and consider fund-
ing this unanticipated expenditure 
through the extension of the budget 
defi cit for another year or two.

“What is more important,” 
Jeannie Rea asked, “a small defi cit 
by international standards or invest-
ment in our country’s future?” 
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“… the stage has been reached 
where the current scale of opera-
tions on Christmas Island is not 
sustainable,” the Commonwealth 
Ombudsman stated in a damn-
ing report released last week on 
detention facilities there. “At the 
time of this report, people detained 
at the Christmas Island detention 
facilities were 2,757, a further 
increase from that in September 
2010 and in excess of the opera-
tion’s Contingency Accommodation 
Capacity (CAC) of 2,584. The 
Christmas Island detention 
facilities have a nominal operation 
capacity of 744. Simply put, there 
are too many people detained at 
the combined Christmas Island 
immigration detention facilities.” 
Tents and marquee dormitories are 
being used to provide the CAC.

The Ombudsman, Allan Asher, 
says the Department of Immigration 
and Citizenship (DIAC) “should 
expedite the movement of as many 
detainees as possible from Christmas 
Island to the Australian mainland so 
as to address the current situation of 
overcrowding on Christmas Island.”

The report warns, that, “with 
the increasing number of detainees, 
tremendous pressure remains on the 
facilities and resources available 
at the Christmas Island detention 
facilities. Our offi ce continues to 
receive complaints about a vari-
ety of issues, including processing 
delays and detention times, and the 
lack of services and facilities. We 
have recommended the expedition 
of movement of detainees to the 
Australian mainland so as to address 
overcrowding, as well as the need to 
address the shortage of facilities and 
services, in particular mental health 
services.

“The vexing issue of unac-
companied minors or families with 
children is one of key concern to this 
offi ce.… It is our offi ce’s view that 
pending the outcome of RSA [refugee 
status assessment] claims and security 
clearances, that they (families and 
children) should be placed in com-
munity detention,” the report strongly 
recommends.

Between September 2008 and 
October 2010, Ombudsman staff 
made eight visits, reviewing the 
assessment processes of asylum 
seekers, noting their complaints and 
inspecting the facilities. After each 
visit they reported to the Minister 
for Immigration, making recom-
mendations. The Ombudsman notes 
some improvements and promises in 
response to its recommendations, but 
key questions remain unaddressed.

The lack of infrastructure and 
health services, in particular, mental 
health, is disgraceful. Many of the 
incarcerated asylum seekers were 
already seriously traumatised when 
they reached Australia’s shores. 
Torture, war, loss of family, the neces-
sity to fl ee for their lives and other 
experiences as well as the dangerous 
trip to Australia are compounded by 
the appalling conditions and lengthy 
wait in detention, not knowing their 
fate.

The Ombudsman notes a number 
of issues raised in complaints from 
detainees and their representatives. 
These include:
• delays in refugee status 

assessment or independent merit 
review (IMR - review of refusal 
of refugee status) processing

• procedural fairness in the IMR 
process

• length of time spent in detention
• confusion about the guardianship 

of unaccompanied minors
• access visits and contact between 

relatives detained in separate 
places on Christmas Island

• waiting times and access to 
dental, medical and mental health 
services, including torture and 
trauma counselling

• the availability and use of 
interpreters

• overcrowding and access to basic 
services (phones, computers, etc)

• cleanliness and hygiene standards 
in detention facilities

• lack of community detention
• access to educational and 

recreational facilities.
Telephones and computers are 

vital for detainees to prepare their 
cases for refugee status, yet there are 
chronic shortages. At one of the two 
facilities on Christmas Island, only 
25 computers were available for the 
use of 1,600-1,800 men. “We were 
advised that queues form to access 
these services and not surprisingly, 
frustrations often mount.”

Hygiene is of great concern with 
the increase in risks of outbreak of 
diseases due to overcrowding. The 
provision of toilet and washing facili-
ties has not increased in line with the 
growth in population.

“DIAC should address a shortage 
of facilities on Christmas Island as a 
matter of urgency so as to provide 
appropriate services for detainees 
requiring health services, especially 
those relating to mental health,” the 
Ombudsman recommends.

The Immigration Department 
and Serco, the private transnational 
corporation that manages and profi ts 
from the facilities, have failed to meet 
their responsibilities. Increasingly, 
detainees have to rely on volunteers 

(not always qualifi ed for what they 
are doing) for English language and 
other services and activities.

Denied basic rights
The Ombudsman points to serious 

shortages in regard to interpreters, 
mental and other health professionals, 
suitable accommodation, phones, edu-
cation, leisure activities and language 
classes. Not only is there a shortage 
of interpreters, but problems with the 
way they are being used.

“By the time of our visit in June 
2010 the strain on interpreter services 
was most visible. In that there was no 
capacity for interpreters on the island 
to be used to translate any complaints 
that detainees sought to make.”

For example, “One ongoing issue 
related to the availability of interpret-
ers has been the use of Dari speakers 
as Hazaragi interpreters. There was a 
tendency among staff to dismiss this 
issue as a manifestation of ethnic ten-
sion…. There had been at least one 
case where a Hazaragi speaker had 
been deprived of proper medical care 
because the Dari interpreter and the 
patient were unable to communicate 
with each other.”

The Ombudsman recommends 
that the DIAC should ensure that 
adequate numbers of accredited 
interpreters are available on Christmas 
Island to meet the needs of detainees, 
in relation to the processing of refu-
gee claims and also in relation to the 
provision of support services such as 
medical assistance.”

Long delays
The review is extremely critical 

of long delays in assessing applicants 
for refugee status. The government 
claims to have speeded up the RSA 
and review processes and blames 
ASIO for the long delays beyond its 
six-month target.

The Ombudsman argues strongly 
for refugee applicants to be placed 
in appropriate community detention 
once their RSA has recognised them 
as genuine refugees. The government 
knocked this recommendation on the 
head saying:

“People in immigration detention 
are managed in accordance with the 
government’s Immigration Detention 
Values. These values ensure that 
clients are, as a matter of course, 
accommodated in the most appropri-
ate lodging available on Christmas 
Island or the Australian mainland until 
their processing is fi nalised.”

The Gillard government’s 
“Immigration Detention Values” are 
exposed clearly in the Ombudsman’s 
report. They are no different in 
practice to those of the Howard 
government that put the present 
inhumane system in place. The 
government would do well to heed 
the Ombudsman’s recommendations 
in full. Asylum seekers need our 
protection and support, they are not 
“illegals”, they have not been found 
guilty of any crime. They are human 
beings deserving of humane treat-
ment, not locked up in what amount 
to concentration camps. These camps 
should be shut, and asylum seekers, 
with the exception of a few who might 
be a serious risk to the community, 
placed in the community while their 
applications are processed. 

Situation on 
Christmas Island 
unsustainable

The prison system costs a fortune and does not deliver the 
results the public should be getting. According to the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics, in July last year 29,700 people were held 
in full-time custody in Australia. It is 35 percent more than a 
decade earlier. Nationally, the net operating expenditure and 
capital costs of prisons is at least $3 billion, according to the 
Productivity Commission. Six years ago it was $1.8 billion. 
The majority of offenders receive sentences of between 6 and 
18 months in jail and many of them have mental health prob-
lems. There have been sensible suggestions to provide mental 
health services connected to courts so that fewer people go 
fruitlessly to jail. Politicians love tough talking on crime – espe-
cially before elections. They do not seem to care much either 
about crime prevention or rehabilitation, though. How come 
Western Australia, for example is prepared to spend $100,000 a 
year to lock up one person but fails to keep people out of jail?

The Council of Australian Governments has a number of prob-
lems to ponder and solve and among the most important is the 
heavy cost of investments in large road projects versus the social 
and economic benefi ts of rail. Everybody hates peak traffi c and 
clogged roads. The fact that a single-occupant car (and that is 90 
percent of peak traffi c) is economically the most ineffi cient way 
of transport. Trains can carry 1,000 commuters each, trams and 
busses are also more economical than cars. Rail is much cheaper 
to power; it puts out much less pollution and has a small foot-
print. It will be a good idea to give preference to public transport 
when considering reconstruction in the fl ood-affected regions.

As we all know natural disasters bring absolutely the best 
out in people but unfortunately there are some who are happy 
to exploit everything, even a tragedy for their own purposes. 
Catch The Fire Ministries with its president Daniel Nalliah sent 
out a media release headlined: “Flood crisis must end as 1,000 
Christians to petition God on Australia Day”. Nothing spe-
cial about that – many people make contributions in their own 
way, no matter how strange it may seem. It is the same per-
son, Reverend Dr Daniel Nalliah who, in the wake of the Black 
Saturday bushfi res in Victoria, in which 173 died, claimed 
that he had received “prophetic dreams” that those bushfi res 
were a “consequence” of Victoria’s decriminalisation of abor-
tion in 2008. It prompted the former Treasurer Peter Costello 
to state that his assertion was “beyond the bounds of decen-
cy”. To demonstrate a certain continuity in his approach, he 
had the following on his website (since removed): … at once I 
was reminded of Kevin Rudd speaking against Israel on 14th 
December 2010. It is very interesting that Kevin Rudd is from 
Queensland. Is God trying to get our attention? Yes, I believe so”. 
So now we know who is responsible for the fl oods – Kevin Rudd.

Australia

Sydney Film Night
You are invited to the first film for 2011 

of the Central Branch’s film season

The Quiet American (2002)

Staring Brendan Fraser, Michael Caine, Do Thi Hai Yen

From the Graham Greene novel

Friday February 25, 6pm

74 Buckingham St Surry Hills, Sydney

Entrance by donation

Further info: Tom 02 9699 8844
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Esam Al-Amin

Freedom lies behind a door, 
closed shut
It can only be knocked down 
with a bleeding fist

Egyptian Poet-Laureate Ahmad Shawqi (1869-1932)

On April 21, 2008, an assistant high school 
principal placed an advertisement in 
Al-Ahram, the largest daily newspaper in 
Egypt, pleading disparately with President 
Hosni Mubarak and his wife to intervene 
and release her daughter from prison.

It turned out that her 27-year-old daughter, 
Israa’ Abd el-Fattah, was arrested 10 days 
earlier because of her role in placing a page on 
Facebook encouraging Egyptians to support a 
strike in the industrial city of al-Mahalla that 
had taken place on April 6.

In her spare time, she and two of her col-
leagues created the Facebook page. Within days 
of posting it, over 70,000 people supported their 
call. After the security forces cracked down 
against the huge riots in al-Mahalla on April 
6, Abd el-Fattah was arrested. 

What was odd about this arrest was that 
although thousands of people have been arrested 
over the past three decades, it was the fi rst time 
that a warrant was issued against a female under 
the notorious emergency laws imposed in the 
country since 1981. To get out of prison she had 
to apologise and express regret for her actions. 
But the experience made her more determined 
than ever to be politically active.

On that day, the “April 6 Youth” movement 
was created. For the next two and a half years it 
maintained its presence and created one of the 
most popular political forums on several social 
networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, 
YouTube and Flickr.

When the president of Tunisia, Zein al-
Abideen Ben Ali, was deposed on January 14, 
following a four-week popular uprising, the 
April 6 movement, like millions of youth across 
the Arab World, was inspired, energised, and 
called for action.

Changing of the Guard: 
the Youth leads

Looking at the calendar, Israa’ and her col-
leagues picked the next Egyptian holiday, which 
was ironically “Police Day” falling on Tuesday, 
January 25. Within a few days they called on all 
social media sites for massive protests and an 
uprising against the Mubarak regime.

They called for marches to start from all 
major squares, mosques and churches in Cairo 
and Alexandria while asking others to help plan 

in other Egyptian cities. They insisted that the 
protests would be peaceful and that no one 
should bring weapons of any type.

They had four demands: that the govern-
ment develops programs to address poverty and 
unemployment; that it would end the state of 
emergency and uphold judicial independence; 
the resignation of the interior minister whose 
ministry was notorious for torture and abuse of 
human rights; and for political reforms includ-
ing the limitation of presidential terms to two, 
the dissolution of the parliament, and for new 
elections to be held after the massive elections 
fraud of last November.

Within a few days, over 90,000 youth signed 
up and charted a comprehensive protest through-
out Egypt. Initially, neither the government 

nor the opposition took them seriously. Even 
former IAEA director Dr Mohammad Elbaradei, 
who has been criticising the regime for over a 
year, was abroad due to his frequent speaking 
engagements.

In a show of force, the government assem-
bled over 200,000 of its security forces sur-
rounding the protestors throughout the country. 
On the other hand, hundreds of thousands of 
protestors marched representing broad cross 
sections of society, men and women, young 
and old, educated and illiterate, and declared 
that their demonstrations were peaceful but that 
they were determined to press their demands.

When they could not control the crowds 
the police beat back the protestors using water 
canons, tear gas and rubber bullets. By the end 
of the day there were over a dozen casualties 
and hundreds of injuries. This not only outraged 
the demonstrators, but also ignited the whole 
country.

Most of the protestors refused to go home 
and escalated the confrontation declaring an 
open demonstration in Liberation Square in 
downtown Cairo and throughout the country. 
The government continued its crackdown call-
ing for curfews in Cairo, Alexandria, and Suez 
from 6pm to 6am.

The curfews for the following days kept 
getting longer until the government called for 
a general curfew from 3pm to 8am. But each 
time the people simply ignored it and increased 
their demands, calling for total regime change 
and the ouster of Mubarak.

“We won’t stop” 
By Thursday, the organisers called for “A 

Day of Rage” after Friday’s congregational 
prayers. The next round of protests included 
participation by all opposition groups, the largest 
of which was the Muslim Brotherhood (MB). 
Immediately hundreds of their leaders were 
rounded up and detained. As millions of people 
across Egypt took to the street, all 350,000 secu-
rity forces and police were mobilised, advancing 
on the protestors and turning Egyptian streets 
and neighbourhoods into battlegrounds. By the 
end of the day dozens more were killed and 
thousands injured.

Afterwards, security forces evacuated from 
all the cities. Chaos and confusion ensued. Police 
stations and buildings belonging to the ruling 
party were torched. The secret police opened 
all police stations and prisons releasing all 
criminals in a scorched-earth attempt to spread 
fear and chaos. The regime hoped to regain the 
upper hand by proving its worth to the people 
as their source of security.

After a four-day absence, at midnight on 
Friday, the 82-year-old Egyptian president 
addressed the nation of 85 million by blaming 

his government, describing it as “inept,” and 
promising to appoint a new cabinet. By the 
following day he appointed two generals, his 
chief of intelligence, General Omar Suleiman as 
his fi rst ever vice-president and General Ahmad 
Shafi q as prime minister. 

People immediately dismissed the superfi cial 
gestures and demanded an end to Mubarak’s 
30-year rule. By Monday the new cabinet was 
sworn in, retaining 18 of the previous ministers, 
including those occupying the important posts 
of defence, foreign, communications, justice, 
and oil.

The only major change was the sacking 
of the interior minister, appointing another 
general in his place. Not a single opposition 
party was consulted, let alone appointed. The 

fi rst order of business of the new government 
was to reconstitute the security forces and 
restore order.

Although by Friday the authorities had 
completely cut mobile phone and Internet 
services, the genie was already out of the bottle. 
When asked by the French news service AFP, 
Abd el-Fattah, who has been camping with her 
colleagues since Tuesday in Liberation Square, 
said, after the government disrupted the internet, 
“We’ve already announced the meeting places. 
So we’ve done it, we no longer need means of 
communication.”

She continued, “We want the regime to go. 
We’ve been asking for reforms for 30 years and 
the regime has never answered or paid attention 
to our demands.” She then added, “It won’t just 
be tomorrow, but the day after and the day after 
that as well. We won’t stop, we won’t go home.”

Amidst the chant “the People demand the 
fall of the regime,” Abd el-Fattah talked to 
Al-Jazeera TV, which had been covering the 
unfolding events non-stop since it began four 
days earlier, and called for all opposition par-
ties to form a transitional government. But by 
Saturday the regime interrupted all satellite 
channels including Al-Jazeera. Egyptians were 
now totally cut off from all means of informa-
tion and communications.

By Sunday afternoon a provisional parlia-
ment, made up of the major opposition parties 
including the MB, the liberal Wafd, and the April 
6 and Kefaya movements, met at Liberation 
Square and appointed a 10-member committee, 
headed by Dr Elbaradei. Their mandate was to 
negotiate with the regime the departure of the 
embattled president. The April 6 youth was 
disappointed since they had hoped for a forma-
tion of a transitional government rather than a 
committee that would initiate negotiations with 
the despised regime.

Meanwhile, in the absence of the police 
and security forces, the president sent the army 
to restore order and intimidate the protestors. 
Tanks and armed vehicles were occupying major 
squares, thoroughfares, and public buildings. 
The following day F-16s and military helicopters 
were roaming the skies in a show of force. But 
the protestors immediately embraced the army, 
hugging them, chanting for them, and asking 
them to be on their side.

The head of the army declared that the 
military would not attack or intimidate the 
people but would only protect the country 
and maintain order. A few offi cers even joined 
the demonstrators in denouncing the regime. 
Overall, however, the army seems to have kept 
its loyalty to the regime despite the popular call 
to oust the president.

Meanwhile, people formed popular commit-

tees to protect their properties and neighbour-
hoods. Hundreds of looters caught by the people 
were found to be either deserted police offi cers 
or common criminals released by the police. All 
were turned to the army for detention.

Despite the massive demonstrations, the 
total paralysis of the country, and the increas-
ingly hardened will of the Egyptian people, 
President Mubarak remained arrogant, stubborn, 
and unmoved by his people’s rage towards his 
regime. He also was emboldened as he received 
support from other authoritarians such as the 
King of Saudi Arabia, and the leaders of Libya 
and the Palestinian Authority.

Furthermore, a former Israeli defence min-
ister Binyamin Ben-Eliezer, considered one of 
the closest Israeli politicians to Mubarak, told 

the Jerusalem Post after speaking to Mubarak, 
“I have no doubt that the situation in Egypt is 
under control.” He then added, “Our relations 
with Egypt are strategic and intimate.”

As the events unfolded the regime seemed 
confounded and shaken. Initially, the offi cial 
news agencies in Egypt blamed some members 
of the ruling party and low-ranking offi cials. 
For instance the party demanded and received 
the resignation of Ahmad Ezz, the right-hand 
man of Jamal Mubarak, the president’s son and 
undeclared heir apparent.

Ezz was a corrupt billionaire businessman 
who quickly rose through the party ranks and 
oversaw the latest fraudulent parliamentary 
elections where the party won 97 percent of 
the seats. Just a few weeks ago, he was praised 
by ruling party offi cials for orchestrating the 
overwhelming victory despite more than 1,500 
judicial orders that overturned much of the elec-
tion results, but were ignored by the government. 
Ezz and his family immediately left the country 
in his private jet.

Likewise, both of Mubarak’s sons and their 
families left for London in their private jets. 
The head of the Cairo International Airport 
also announced that 19 private jets owned by 
the richest families in the country left for Dubai 
on Saturday. One of these corrupt billionaires 
was Hussein Salem, a former intelligence offi cer 
and a close confi dant of the president. Dubai 
airport offi cials declared that they seized over 
$300 million in cash from him.

Salem was the head of a private energy 
company that teamed up with an Israeli con-
glomerate to secure a long-term contract to sell 
natural gas to Israel. In June 2008 Les Afriques 
reported that Egypt was subsidising Israel with 
hundreds of millions of dollars every year in 
energy purchase. By January 2010, the Israeli 
newspaper Haaretz exposed the secret and 
reported that Israel was in fact receiving natural 
gas from Egypt at a 70 percent discount. The 
scandal was swept aside by the former Egyptian 
prime minister who refused to divulge to the par-
liament the terms of the contract. Subsequently 
when the government was sued, a judge ruled 
against it and invalidated the contract, which 
the government totally ignored.

Human Rights but not for all
The Mubarak regime had one of the worst 

human rights records in the world. In June 2010, 
Human Rights Watch reported that “the Egyptian 
government continued to suppress political 
dissent … dispersing demonstrations; harass-
ing rights activists; and detaining journalists, 
bloggers, and Muslim Brotherhood members.”

Even the US State Department 2008 
Human Rights Report to Congress stated 
that “The (Egyptian) government’s respect 

The making of Egypt’s re

People immediately dismissed 
the superficial gestures and demanded 
an end to Mubarak’s 30-year rule. 
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for human rights remained poor, and serious 
abuses continued in many areas.” It continued, 
“The government limited citizens’ right to 
change their government and continued a state 
of emergency that has been in place almost 
continuously since 1967. Security forces used 
unwarranted lethal force and tortured and 
abused prisoners and detainees, in most cases 
with impunity.”

It concluded, “Security forces arbitrar-
ily arrested and detained individuals, in some 
cases for political purposes, and kept them in 
prolonged pre-trial detention. The executive 
branch placed limits on and pressured the judi-
ciary. The government’s respect for freedoms 
of press, association, and religion declined 
during the year, and the government continued 
to restrict other civil liberties, particularly 
freedom of speech, including Internet freedom, 
and freedom of assembly, including restrictions 
on non-governmental organisations (NGOs). 
Government corruption and lack of transpar-
ency persisted.”

But despite this massive indictment of the 
Egyptian regime by the US government, the US 
continued to support the Mubarak regime, pro-
viding it with almost US$2 billion annually, the 
second largest foreign aid recipient after Israel. 
According to the Congressional Research Report 
submitted to Congress in September 2009, the 
US had subsidised the Egyptian regime with 
over US$64 billion since it signed the peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979, including US$40 
billion in military hardware and security gear.

It also rewarded the regime with US$7 bil-
lion debt relief in April 1991 for its support of 
the Gulf war earlier that year. Furthermore, it 
intervened with the Paris club to forgive half 
of Egypt’s US$20 billion debt to Western gov-
ernments. In short, the US and other Western 
governments favoured establishing a strategic 
relationship with Mubarak, because of the peace 
treaty with Israel, overlooking the nature of the 
regime’s corruption and repression.

After 9/11, the Mubarak regime played 
a major role in aiding and abetting the US 

counter-terrorism policy on rendition and tor-
ture. In 2005, the BBC reported that both the 
United States and the United Kingdom sent 
terrorist suspects to Egypt for detention. In that 
report, Egypt’s prime minister acknowledged 
that since 2001, the US had transferred some 
60-70 detainees to Egypt as part of the “war on 
terror”. According to journalist Jane Mayer’s 
investigative book The Dark Side, the new vice 
president, Suleiman, was the coordinator of the 
CIA’s extraordinary rendition program during 
the Bush era. 

Despite George W Bush’s grandiose rhetoric 
on democracy and freedom, Bush welcomed 
Mubarak, calling him a “good friend” and 
explaining that he looked forward to “his wise 
counsel,” when the Egyptian president visited 
Bush in his Crawford ranch in April 2004. With 
Mubarak standing next to him Bush said, “Our 
nations have a relationship that is strong and 
warm. Egypt is a strategic partner of the United 
States.” He then thanked Mubarak’s efforts on 
rendition and torture when he said, “I’m grateful 
for President Mubarak’s support in the global 
war against terror.”

In fact, the Bush administration subsequent-
ly received Jamal Mubarak at the highest levels 
of government in an attempt to groom him to 
succeed his father. In May 2006, the Washington 
Post reported that, “It was unusual for a pri-
vate foreign citizen with no offi cial portfolio 
to receive so much high-level attention.” The 
younger Mubarak met with Vice President Dick 
Cheney, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, 
and National Security Advisor Stephen Hadley, 
during his “private visit” to the US. While he 
was at the White House the former President 
stopped by to “welcome him.”

Egyptian dictatorship equals 
secure Israel

The strategic relationship between Egypt 
and the US was bipartisan. When President 
Barak Obama was asked by the BBC during 
his celebrated visit to Egypt in June 2009, 
whether he regarded President Mubarak as 
an authoritarian ruler, Obama answered with 
an emphatic “No.” Then he spelled out the 
strategic value of Mubarak when he said, “He 
has been a stalwart ally in many respects to 
the United States. He has sustained peace with 
Israel which is a very diffi cult thing to do in 
that region.” 

This perceived security for Israel was key 
in the West’s continued support of the Egyptian 
regime. When Vice President Joe Biden was 

asked to comment about the turmoil in Egypt 
by Jim Lehrer of PBS, he shamelessly declared 
on January 27, that Mubarak was not a dicta-
tor. Presenting the Israeli viewpoint, Biden said, 
“Look, Mubarak has been an ally of ours in a 
number of things and he’s been very responsible 
on … relative to geopolitical interests in the 
region: Middle East peace efforts, the actions 
Egypt has taken relative to normalising the 
relationship with Israel. I would not refer to 
him as a dictator.”

On the same day, while Egypt’s security 
forces were killing, beating and gassing the 
Egyptian people by the thousands, Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton offered this fl imsy 
reaction: “Our assessment is that the Egyptian 
government is stable and is looking for ways 
to respond to the legitimate needs and interests 
of the Egyptian people.”

Likewise, when White House Press 
Secretary Robert Gibbs was asked whether the 
White House believed the Egyptian govern-
ment was stable, he replied without hesitation: 
“Yes.” When he was next asked whether the 
US still supports Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, he reiterated that Egypt remains 
“a strong ally.”

Not a single US government offi cial or 
member of Congress condemned the Egyptian 
government for killing and attacking its own 
citizens. When Neda Agha-Sultan was killed in 
Tehran in June 2009, many Western governments 
immediately issued world-wide condemnations 
blaming the Iranian government. But not so for 
the hundreds of Egyptians gunned down by their 
own government in broad daylight. Regretting 
the loss of life without denouncing the culprits 
is a disguised attempt to cover for the crimes 
and protect the perpetrators.

As the Egyptian people showed determina-
tion and resilience while the embattled regime 
intensifi ed its brutality, the administration tried 
to backtrack. President Obama offered a stark 
warning to Mubarak when he said on Friday 
evening, “Suppressing ideas never succeeds in 
making them go away.” Without condemning 
the regime he then urged Egyptian authorities 
to “refrain from violence against their citizens,” 
Obama stressed that governments “must main-
tain power through consent, not coercion,” and 
that “Ultimately the future of Egypt will be 
determined by the Egyptian people.” Human 
rights advocates were encouraged and relieved 
by these statements.
Next week: Take a stand: Either with the 
people or with the regime
Counterpunch 
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evolution (Part 1)

Perth rallies in solidarity 
with the people of Egypt
On Saturday February 5 over 200 angry people from the Egyptian 
community supported by a large number of organisations rallied in 
solidarity with the people of Egypt.
The protestors demanded that Egyptian dictator Hosni Mubarak step 
down immediately. A number of speakers from the Arab community 
in Perth as well as speakers representing a number of solidarity 
organisations and Greens senator for WA Scott Ludlam addressed the 
gathered.
One of the key issues addressed by the people was the right to self-
determination by the Egyptian people who for 30 years have lived under 
the dictator’s regime. Mubarak introduced draconian legislation in 1991 
under the mandate of the IMF, neoliberal policies that privatised the 
public sector and impoverished 40 percent of the population.
The speakers called for the Australian government and other Western 
countries to cut ties with the dictatorship to allow for regime change.
Vinnie Molina, president of the CPA, took the opportunity to send a 
message of solidarity with the people of Egypt fi ghting for their right to 
self-determination. He called for the end of the Mubarak regime and to 
get rid of not just the puppet government but also cut the strings of the 
puppeteer, the government of the United States who for decades has 
been giving economic and political backing to dictators in the Middle East 
and other parts of the world.
The CPA president stressed the necessity to continue the struggle until 
getting rid of the dictator’s regime and any other alternative government 
that would continue with the same ties with the US imperialism.
The struggle currently underway in Egypt is the spark that could ignite an 
anti-imperialist movement in the area.

Photo: Elizabeth Hulm
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Egyptian workers, suppressed 
by a government-sponsored and 
government-run labour federa-
tion, have broken away to form 
their own independent unions and 
federation and join the popular 
protests against President Hosni 
Mubarak’s dictatorial rule.

In a January 30 declaration 
the new Egyptian Federation of 
Independent Unions said its demands 
include the right to organise and the 
right to work at a decent minimum 
wage, rather than be unemployed. 
Like the other protesters, the new fed-
eration also demands Mubarak quit. 
The federation then called a general 
strike to back its demands.

The new federation, unveiled at a 
press conference in the jammed cen-
tral Tahrir Square in Cairo, includes 

the Real Estate Tax Authority (RETA) 
workers, the Retired Workers Union, 
the Health Professionals Union, the 
Teachers Independent Union and 
several other independent unions.

The workers’ movement drew 
support from the International Trades 
Union Congress.

To gain their goals, the new con-
federation’s constitution called on its 
members to organise “civil commit-
tees to defend their workplaces” and 
to strike and protest, “except in vital 
industries. It left “vital” undefi ned.

“Workers and people struggled 
for decades and participated ... in 
unprecedented recurrent protest 
actions to defend their legal rights. 
They succeeded in their endeavour 
despite the lack of independent union 
organisation, stolen piece by piece for 
decades. They succeeded in attracting 

large social sectors, and mobilising 
greater sympathy among the Egyptian 
society, workers and union move-
ments” their declaration says.

The new confederation’s dec-
laration also demands “a new fair 
minimum wage that guarantees decent 
living for all workers”, a “maximum 
wage” no more than 10 times the min-
imum, and unemployment compensa-
tion, among other things. And workers 
have “rights to bonuses and benefi ts 
according to work value, especially 
compensation for those facing work 
hazards”, the new union confederation 
said workers “fought courageously 
to defend their democratic right to 
organise and create independent union 
organisations. Labor struggles paved 
the way to today’s ‘people revolution.’

“That is why Egypt’s workers 
and employees totally refuse that the 
‘governmental’ general federation 

represents them and speaks in their 
name, because it often denied their 
rights and claims”, the new labour 
federation declared.

The government-run Egyptian 
Trade Union Federation even issued 
a January 27 statement opposing all 
the anti-Mubarak protests, said the 
new federation. The new independ-
ent labour federation also demanded 
freedom for everyone arrested dur-
ing the protests, which began on 
January 25.

Richard Trumka, president of the 
US peak trade union body AFL-CIO, 
wrote to RETA President Kamal Abu 
Eita and to Kamal Abbas, director 
of the Independent Egyptian labour 
group, the Centre for Trade Union 
Worker Services, that their “organi-
sations symbolise the strength and 
courage of Egyptian workers and their 

families who have been standing up 
to repression for many years.”

“We salute you in this brave 
endeavour” of forming the new labour 
federation “and join the international 
labour movement in standing with 
you”, Trumka added. “The peoples’ 
movement for democracy in Egypt 
and the role unions are playing for 
freedom and worker rights inspires 
us and will not be forgotten” he 
concluded.

The new confederation also 
demanded “the right for all Egyptian 
citizens to fair social security includ-
ing the right to health care, housing, 
education – ensuring free education 

and syllabus development to cope 
with science and technology evolu-
tion – and the right for all retired to 
decent pensions and benefi ts.”

“Egypt is going through his-
torical moments,” the new federation 
declared. “Its people are courageously 
struggling to defend the right to live 
a decent life ... the right to dignity, 
freedom and social justice ... to decent 
opportunities and just pay ... to a 
democratic society for all, offering 
every single citizen a share in its 
wealth and GNP ... a society that does 
not allow a few to buy private jets 
whereas the rest of the population can-
not even afford public transportation 

... a society that refuses to pay the 
top of the pyramid, salaries which 
are thousands of times higher than 
the minimum wage.”

And the union federation is also 
campaigning for “a society that 
allows its people to breathe freely ... 
to freely speak, interact and express 
itself ... a society that allows all peo-
ple categories and classes to defend 
their interests and negotiate freely 
... a society that does not oppress 
its people, inhibits its ambitions and 
natural tendencies to develop work-
ers’ capacities and improve their life 
conditions.”
People’s World 

The Egyption people 
“are courageously struggling for 
a society that refuses to pay the 
top of the pyramid, salaries which 
are thousands of times higher 
than the minimum wage.”

Egyptian workers form 
independent union coalition

Beach front properties in Hurghadas, Egypt.

Cuba:
Teachers of the world 
meet in Havana
H a v a n a ’s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Pedagogical Conference opened 
on January 24. Welcoming 3,300 
delegates from 38 countries, 
Cuban Vice President José Ramón 
Fernández emphasised teachers’ 
closeness to the people and the 
necessity to eliminate illiteracy.

A fi nal declaration, summarised 
by Prensa Latina, urged “unity 
for the preservation of peace” and 
demanded educational policies 
worldwide refl ecting children’s 
rights to educational access and 
support for completing school.

The document defended Latin 
American unity and denounced 
US anti-Cuban hostility. The presi-
dent of the Association of Latin 
American Educators sought del-
egates’ support in the campaign 
to free the Cuban Five. Bélgica 
Ramírez of the Dominican Republic 
also displayed the plaque her organ-
isation was giving former Cuban 
President Fidel Castro for initiating 
the teacher congresses in 1986. 

“Cuts are not the cure” 
says TUC
Britain’s Trade Union Congress 
(TUC) is distributing thousands of 
pamphlets with the message that 
“Cuts are not the cure” in the run-
up to the March for the Alternative 
– the London demonstration on 
Saturday March 26 – which is set 
to be the biggest TUC event for 
decades.

Already hundreds of coaches 
have been booked and trains char-
tered from throughout the country 
for the event, which will see people 
assembling at Victoria Embankment 
from 11am and marching to Hyde 
Park for a rally in the afternoon.

The government’s decision to 
close the defi cit in just four years 
and to do so by cutting four pounds 
in spending for every pound raised 
in tax are political choices not put 
to voters at the last election, rather 
than economic necessity says the 
pamphlet, Cuts are not the cure, 
which cites the arguments of three 
Nobel prize winners.

Carefully setting out the dif-
ference between the annual defi cit 
and the national debt, the pamphlet 

explains in straightforward lan-
guage that the UK’s debt is lower 
than in most years of the last centu-
ry, lower than in many other coun-
tries and cheaper to service than 
in almost every year between the 
end of World War II and 1997. And 
unlike countries such as Greece or 
Ireland, the UK has no diffi culty 
servicing its debt, it says.

The government is therefore 
wrong to say that there is no alter-
native, argues the pamphlet. The 
real job of closing the defi cit will 
come from the increased tax raised 
by economic growth and getting 
people back to work. But this will 
require a longer timetable to close 
the defi cit, as the deep rapid cuts 
imposed by the government will 
choke off economic recovery.

Cuts are not the cure says that 
spending cuts and last month’s VAT 
increase hit the poor and those on 
middle incomes while a fair tax 
regime that raises more money 
from the fi nance sector through a 
Robin Hood tax and cracks down 
on tax avoidance and evasion 

would be a fairer way of tightening 
belts.

The pamphlet is being pub-
lished as one part of the TUC’s 
plans to mobilise a huge turn-out 
for the March for the Alternative. 
The TUC is currently recruiting and 
training large numbers of stewards 
to ensure that both the march and 
rally are safe, well-managed and 
family-friendly.

TUC general secretary Brendan 
Barber said: “As the cuts begin to 
bite the government has completely 
lost the argument that its cuts are 
fair. With the economy plunging 
back into negative growth, it is 
clear that the government’s eco-
nomic gamble has failed.

“More and more people are 
therefore looking at arguments 
for an alternative and for ways of 
showing their opposition to the coa-
lition’s deep, rapid cuts. It’s clear 
that the TUC’s march has captured 
the mood of the country and looks 
set to be the biggest event in our 
recent history.” 
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The government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in December 
slashed subsidies on food, water, 
electricity and fuel. They say the 
subsidies have been too expensive, 
costing them around $100 billion 
annually. Gasoline prices will rise 
from 10 cents per litre to 70 cents. 
Electricity prices will jump from 
around $5 per month to $20. The 
cost of natural gas will rise from 
around $30 per month to $150.

The cutbacks have been described 
as the “biggest surgery” to the nation’s 
economy in 50 years. The cuts come 
as the Iranian economy continues to 
strain under international sanctions 
imposed earlier this year by the UN, 
the US and the EU over Iran’s nuclear 
program.

The cuts have been combined 
with a wave of economic terrorism 
unparalleled even for the Islamic 
Republic as the government attempts 
to drive down the minimum wage 
and arrest trade unionists arguing for 
improved terms and conditions for 
the workforce.

The “grand economic surgery” 
was announced just as negotiations 
with the Supreme Labour Council to 
set the minimum wage for the com-
ing year were due to proceed. The 
minimum wage for 2010 had been set 
at $303 per month even though the 

acknowledged poverty line is set at 
$1,000 per month. Trade unions have 
argued that the minimum should rise 
to at least $2,000 per month, based 
upon the needs of a family of four, 
while the government is seeking to 
drive it down from its $303 level.

A joint statement issued by six 
major trade union organisations in 
Iran has pointed out that the mini-
mum wage “... has never been suf-
fi cient to cover living expenses and 
with the continual annual infl ation 
increases workers and their families 
have fallen deeper into poverty”. The 
statement goes on to demand that 
the minimum wage should “... be 
determined according to infl ation and 
consideration of a respectable living 
cost for a family of four.” The driving 
down of the minimum wage combined 
with the elimination of subsidies will 

undoubtedly put immense strain upon 
ordinary Iranian families.

However, the government is not 
prepared to stop there. The launch 
of the “grand economic surgery” 
was combined with a wave of arrests 
of political and social activists and 
journalists in Tehran and other cit-
ies on December 19 last year. Those 
interned included the writer Faiborz 
Raeis Dana. No reason has been given 
for the arrest. Also arrested were 
Lotfollah Meisami, executive director 
of Iran’s Outlook, and Mohammad 
Sadegh Javadi Hesar, editor of the 

banned daily Quds. Both were put 
on trial and found “guilty.”

The trade union of the Haft 
Tapeh (Sugarcane) workers has 
strongly condemned the sentencing 
of Reza Rakhshan, interim chair of 
the board of directors of the union, to 
six months in jail for manufactured 
charges of “propagating lies and false 
statements.” Rakhshan is the latest 
in a line of trade unionists from Haft 
Tapeh who have served six-month 
sentences for carrying out their trade 
union duties.

The case of popular fi lmmaker 
Jafar Panahi has received international 
attention. Panahi was sentenced to six 
years discretionary imprisonment in 
addition to being banned for 20 years 
from making fi lms, writing scripts, 
conducting interviews or leaving the 
country. The climate of fear and intim-
idation was further heightened by the 
execution of more than 20 detainees 
over the recent weeks by order of the 
Islamic judicial authorities.

The combined austerity measures 
and clampdown upon activists across 
Iran are no coincidence. The unpopu-
larity of the government has not been 
in question since the stolen election 
of June 2009 and it is clear that the 
leaders of the Islamic Republic are 
prepared to take no chances as they 
bow to the pressures of the IMF and 
World Bank to tighten up on the 
limited social programs available to 
ordinary Iranians.

As the winds of change blow 
across the Middle East from Tunisia 
to Egypt to Yemen it will be interest-
ing to see if the fl ame of resistance is 
reignited on the streets of Iran as the 
current cuts bite. Having shown the 
way in taking to the streets follow-
ing the 2009 election the people of 
Iran may yet feel inspired by events 
elsewhere to once again put pressure 
upon their leaders. As the cuts deepen 
and the economic prospects darken, 
they may have little to lose.
People’s World 

ALGERIA: In a follow-up to nationwide demonstrations ear-
lier in January that left fi ve dead and hundreds wounded, 
10,000 disciplined protesters marched in Bejaia on January 
29. They called for President Abdelaziz Boutefl ika’s remov-
al and an end to a “state of emergency” lasting 19 years. 
According to AFP news, the LADDH human rights group lead-
ing the march is planning a larger one for Algiers on February 
12. Adverse living conditions have triggered the protests, as 
they did in neighbouring Tunisia. Food prices have doubled, 
the minimum salary covers only 25 percent of expenses for 
poor families, and youth unemployment has reached 60 per-
cent. Protests are calling upon the government to use increasing 
income from oil and natural gas exports to support the poor.

GREECE: Demanding legal status, 300 immigrant work-
ers on January 23 settled into an empty university building 
in Athens. A few moved on to a labour union headquarters 
in Salonika. They all began a hunger strike, condemned uni-
formly by the socialist government, university, media and most 
parliamentarians. “They’ve put the country’s political and social 
life into inconceivable danger,” said the Interior Ministry. The 
police, mindful of solidarity activists hovering nearby, cleared 
central Athens of pedestrians and at 4am on January 28 
pushed the workers into rainy, dark, cold, and empty streets. 
Thousands of supporters marched with them to a tiny, new 
space. The hunger strikers now enjoy a two-week grace period.

CANADA: Some 10,000 unionists, retirees, and supporters dem-
onstrated in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada’s “Steeltown,” on January 
29. They were backing 900 striking United Steelworker unionists 
who since November 7 have been locked out at a US Steel sub-
sidiary there, an action triggered by Local 1005’s refusal to accept 
pension cuts proposed by the company. Notably, they rejected 
heavier cuts directed at workers who have already retired. Despite 
promises to buy the mill in 2007 so as to maintain jobs and pro-
duction for three years, US Steel laid off 2,200 workers within 
two years, thereby provoking a Canadian government lawsuit.

SOUTH KOREA: The government reacted positively to US and 
Chinese interest in resuming six-party talks on North Korea’s 
nuclear program. That was one outcome of the recently con-
cluded US-China heads of state meeting in Washington. Taking 
North Korea up on proposals for both preparatory and higher-
level bilateral military meetings, the Defence Ministry proposed 
“senior level, inter-Korean military talks” for Panmunjom on 
February 11. Any North Korean refusal there to apologise for last 
year’s sinking of the South Korean naval vessel Cheonan and 
the shelling of Yeonpyeong Island could waylay further inter-
change. But overcoming that hurdle could lead to subsequent, 
higher-level military talks on denuclearisation and other issues.

HAITI: Abandoning a long-held position, the government 
announced on January 31 its inclination to accept former President 
Jean Bertrand Aristide’s return from South African exile. A spokes-
person promised a diplomatic passport would be issued upon 
Aristide’s request, which, according to his Miami-based lawyer 
Ira Kurzban, was delivered that day. Kurzban asked for securi-
ty guarantees and denied rumours Aristide was waiting in Cuba.

Global Briefs

Iran:
Economic surgery 
and terror combine

UN chief calls for 
sustainable development
Juan Lopez

Describing the world’s eco-
nomic model based on insatiable 
consumption of resources “a 
global suicide pact”, UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon challenged 
world leaders at the World 
Economic Forum last week to 
“make major changes – in our 
lifestyles, our economic models, 
our social organization, and our 
political life.”

The UN chief warned that 
humanity is “running out of time.”

He told the gathering of heads 
of State, international economists, 
business leaders and representa-
tives of civil society that to avoid 
national and global “disaster” will 
require balanced development that 
will lift millions out of poverty 
and, at the same time, protect the 
planet and ecosystems that support 
economic growth. He said, “It is 
good business – good politics – 
and good for society.”

“China is going to leave all 
of us in the dust,” Christiana 
Figueres, head of the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change declared the previous day, 
the Associated Press reported.

The diplomat leading the UN 
Climate talks said that China is 
surpassing the US and Europe 
in developing clean and low-
carbon energy as a way to spur its 
economy.

“China is committed to win-
ning the green economy race,” 
she said. “And honestly they are 
not doing it just because they 
want to save the planet. They are 
doing it because it’s good for the 
economy.”

Last year China increased 
spending on low-carbon energy 
by 30 percent to $51.1 billion, 
“by far the largest fi gure for any 
country,” according to Bloomberg 
New Energy Finance. The account-
ing fi rm Ernst & Young reported 
in September that China for the 

fi rst time surpassed the US in its 
quarterly index of the most appeal-
ing countries for renewable energy 
projects.

“You can leapfrog – you don’t 
have to follow the model of the 
north,” Figueres declared. “China 
is showing this.” China’s chief 
climate negotiator Su Wei has 
said his country will boost energy 
effi ciency in its next fi ve-year plan 
being worked out this year.

European Union Climate 
Commissioner Connie Hedegaard 
called on US business to take 
greater initiative in embracing a 
more energy-effi cient economic 
model.

Governments can provide 
the conditions for green growth 
by setting “a price on carbon,” 
Hedegaard said. “If it costs a lot to 
pollute a lot, then business has an 
incentive to pollute less.”
People’s World 

Even though the acknowledged poverty 
line is set at $1,000 per month, 
the government is seeking to 
drive the monthly minimum wage 
down from its $303 level.
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Silencing 
criticism
You probably heard, in the course 
of the media accounts of the mas-
sacre at the political rally in Tucson 
Arizona in which Congresswoman 
Gabrielle Giffords was shot, that 
the gunman had used a Glock 19 
automatic pistol.

What you might not have heard, 
is that thanks to this “publicity”, sales 
of the powerful Glock handgun in the 
US “surged”. What a society!

Arizona is a WASP (“white, 
Anglo-Saxon, Protestant”) strong-
hold, dependent on the Pentagon 
for its economy, home to all sorts of 
military industries and army bases, 
and with plenty of people strongly 
supportive of the right wing of the 
Republican Party.

However, not all Arizonans can 
be lumped in with the state’s gun-
happy far Right. Giffords herself 
bucked the stereotype: she was the 
fi rst Jewish Congresswoman elected 
from Arizona, and she had had already 
been verbally threatened and attacked 
by right-wing groups and politicians.

The shooting, in which six people 
died and 14 others were wounded, 
took place in Pima County, whose 
sheriff, Clarence Dupnik, obviously 
shaken by the event, bemoaned the 
fact that Arizona had apparently 
become “the capital for prejudice 
and bigotry”.

But that honour really lies with 

the powerful corporate figures 
who are fi nancing the right in the 
US. The defeat of Obama’s timid 
attempt at a publicly-funded health 
system, for example, was not left 
to chance. Right-wing outfi ts with 
deep pockets, like the Texas-based 
foundation FreedomWorks, organised 
racist attacks on rallies or meetings 
where the health care bill was to be 
discussed.

In fact, the whole apparent “grass-
roots” campaign against “the social-
ist” in the White House and against 
the supposed evils of “big govern-
ment” was the result of corporations 
pouring hundreds of millions of dol-
lars into supporting the Republican 
Right in general and the so-called 
“Tea Party” movement in particular.

Failed Vice-Presidential candidate 
Sarah Palin has reinvented herself 
as poster-girl for the right-wing Tea 
Party supporters, who fi nd her gun-
nut rhetoric “ballsy”. Palin ran a map 
on her website during last year’s US 
elections showing electorates where 
candidates Palin regards as “liberals” 
won. Each offending electoral district 
was signifi ed by the superimposed 
crosshairs of a rifl e sight and the 
admonition to her followers: “Don’t 
retreat, RELOAD!”

Predictably, Palin rejected out of 
hand any suggestion that what sub-
sequently happened in Tucson could 
have been infl uenced by her “blow 
‘em away” rhetoric or the literal 
targeting of her enemies on the web.

The global economic crisis, for 
which US capital has only itself to 
blame, has left the US economy reel-
ing. Corporate America, however, is 
not inclined to accept responsibility, 
still less to change its ways (well, 
frankly, it can’t can it?). So it looks 
for scapegoats. China is one scapegoat 
that has been tried but apparently that 
is a little too nebulous. The favoured 
scapegoat is “undocumented immi-
grants”, who are apparently fl ooding 
into America and “taking our jobs”.

They are an easy target: they are 
in the country illegally, so they can’t 
fi ght back. They can be blamed for 

all sorts of social and economic ills, 
and they provide a diversion for the 
concerns of the rest of the population.

It is the same tactical approach as 
has been taken in Australia by succes-
sive Liberal and Labor governments, 
under Howard, Rudd and Gillard, 
towards “boat people”, or in France 
towards Gypsies or in Germany 
towards Kurds. Any distinctive immi-
grant group will do.

The aim is to divert attention from 
the failures of capitalism as a system, 
and to blame something else unrelated 
to the system itself. For otherwise, 
as economic hardship starts to bite, 
people might start to look askance at 
the number of fat cats riding around 
in Mercs and Beamers, owning and 
racing yachts, telling governments 
what to do and buying $10 million 
plus homes.

The heads of our capitalist cor-
porations defi nitely do not want the 
great unwashed to start questioning 
where those people got their money: 
did they actually earn it, inherit it or 
just acquire it?

 Should it be left in the hands of 
the very rich or is there a better way 
to distribute the wealth produced by 
the working people of a country?

Well, yes, there is. But that’s not 
something capitalists want spread 
around.

Here’s a handy way to boy-
cott Israel without having to carry 
around a huge list of companies and 
products to be avoided: Noting that 
“the international community can 
do something about Israel fl outing 
the UN and deriding the interna-
tional community”, British journalist 
Timothy Bancroft-Hinchey says on 
the website <Pravda.ru> that “for a 
start, the consumer can avoid buying 
goods with the barcode 729 (fi rst three 
numbers on the left)”.

As we all know, David Cameron’s 
Conservative-Liberal Democrat 
coalition government in Britain (the 

Con-Dem government for short) is 
pursuing a wholly right-wing agenda 
(privatising public utilities – including 
the Royal Mail - and cutting spend-
ing on social services, etc). I hope 
the Lib-Dems enjoy their period in 
offi ce with the Tories, because team-
ing up so cosily and wholeheartedly 
in such a reactionary government as 
they have practically guarantees that 
they will sink without trace when the 
next election comes around in Britain.

After all, they secured the seats 
they did, by posing as an alternative 
to Labour and the Tories, but now 
they are exposed as no alternative at 
all: they are just Tories under another 
name. And who wants to vote for 
an imitation when you can have the 
real thing?

Meanwhile, Cameron’s gov-
ernment is making its mark by 

introducing sweeping changes to the 
Freedom of Information Act. These 
changes are designed to protect, no 
not the public, but the Royal family. 
What, you didn’t realise the poor 
Royals needed protecting from the 
people? Well, apparently they do.

It seems that under the previous 
provisions of the Act, people had been 
able to uncover inconvenient facts 
such as that the Queen had attempted 
to use a state poverty fund to pay for 
the heating of Buckingham Palace!

There won’t be any more damag-
ing revelations like that in future. No 
sir! Letters, emails and documents 
relating to the Queen, her heir and 
the second in line to the throne will 
no longer be disclosed to public scru-
tiny “even if they are in the public 
interest”.

So there! 
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Egypt Uprising

How wonderful to see the inspiring 
example of peoples power being 
expressed on the streets of Egypt, 
Tunisia and other countries in 
the Middle East. Like so many 
others I have waited and worked 
so long to witness such incredibly 
encouraging scenes.

And it is tremendous to see the 
various corrupt dictators throughout 
the region trembling at the prospect of 
rebellion. Also to observe the western 
powers like the USA, Britain, France 
and Israel, who have propped up 
these repressive regimes with mas-
sive military, fi nancial and other aid, 
squirming at the sight of these corrupt, 
oppressive, murderous governments 
crumbling.

Despite their talk of democracy 
and human rights the west’s major 
powers fear real democracy and 
freedom. So many have suffered and 
given their lives to reach this point in 
time, that the struggling peoples of 
the region deserve the utmost support 
of those who value civil rights and 
liberty. May the spectacle of revolt 
hearten and empower other subju-
gated peoples and spread further, so 

no cruel, tyrannical regime in Asia, 
Africa, or elsewhere feels safe from 
the people’s rage.

Steven Katsineris,
Vic

On Iran and 
imperialism
I was disturbed to see The 
Guardian seemingly endorsing 
the call to topple the government 
of Iran (In condemnation of the 
regime of torture and execution, 
2.2.11) while Iran sits at the 
forefront of fi ghting international 
imperialism. Unlike the venal, pup-
pet stooges it’s surrounded by, the 
regime of President Ahmadinejad 
has heroically defi ed the grand 
schemes of the US/ Zionist in their 
attempts to turn Iran into another 
corrupt outpost of imperialism, i.e. 
Iraq, Afghanistan, etc.

Yes, Iran is a theocratic state, but 
who is waiting in the wings to replace 
Ahmadinejad? A bunch of US puppets 
who will hand the country over to the 
imperialist mafi a. Iran is an oppressed 
country, and the cause of socialism 
will not be furthered by aiding and 
abetting imperialism.

President Ahmadinejad does have 
large support among the Iranian peo-
ple, and was a clear winner in the June 
2009 elections. What a surprise, US 
imperialism  claimed it was a fraud! 
They must have been crestfallen that 
their investment of $400 million sup-
plied to the “opposition” to promote 
“democracy” got them squat.

Who are the “parliamentary 
reformists” in Iran? They are a fi fth 
column of imperialism, who have 
nothing in common with the Iranian 

proletariat, handpicked by US impe-
rialism from among the capitalist 
“western” class and some feudal 
dinosaurs.

US imperialism has formulated 
their standard strategy of creating 
“solidarity” groups and innocuous 
“NGOs”, like the CIA/Vatican “trade 
union” Solidarity in Poland, and the 
MDC in Zimbabwe. As Marxist-
Leninists, we must understand the 
confl ict between Ahmadinejad and 
the comprador bourgeoisie, who are 
frustrated at Ahmadinejad’s progres-
sive reforms such as not handing 
over state-run enterprises to private 
capital.

Everything from the mouth 
of opposition leaders Mousavi, 
Rafsanjani,and co is “free trade”, 
“free markets” which has won the 
approval of Wall Street the US State 
Department. Ahmadinejad is no 
Communist, but he continues to limit 
private control of the state economy, 
while Mousavi speaks of abolishing 
the state-controlled economy. No 
wonder US wants Mousavi in charge! 
President Ahmadinejad has given 
unwavering support to the heroic 
Palestinian liberation struggle, and in 
particular to the liberation organisa-
tions of Hamas and Hezbollah, who 
are on the front lines of battle.

Are we (the CPA) to condemn 
Hamas and Hezbollah because they 
are “theocratic” and instead support 
the collaborative Fatah? I certainly 
hope not.

I believe it is dangerous for us 
Marxist-Leninists to support the top-
pling of the Iranian government. We 
must apply dialectics to this complex 
issue.

Mark Window
SA

Unemployment, 
injustice cause 
discontent

We are following the popular 
uprising in Egypt with the hope 
that the military do not provoke a 
blood bath and a civil war. Egypt 
is the second largest (after Israel) 
receiver of the US military aid.

It is estimated that during the 
30-year rule of Hosni Mubarak $40 
billion was given for the planes, 
tanks, guns and bullets. It is all being 
displayed on the streets on Egyptian 
cities now. It is also true that the 
US weapons manufacturers are the 
winners in this scheme. Egypt was 
mainly spending money on buying US 
weapons. US weapons manufacturers 

must be nervous at the moment – they 
may not be sure which way the situ-
ation will develop.

The latest figure on the US 
military expenditure is a staggering 
$600 billion a year. Good money 
for the military-industrial complex. 
And at the same time 43.6 million 
Americans are receiving food stamps, 
a 14 percent increase compared to the 
previous year.

Social inequality and injustice, 
poverty and poor job prospects (if 
any) will continue to be main reasons 
for popular discontent. In Egypt at the 
moment the people’s patience with 
the authorities which has neglected 
the population for such a long time 
has worn very thin indeed.

T Southern
Brisbane
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In February 2009, Victoria suf-
fered devastating bushfi res, 

fires that killed 173 people and 
destroyed over 2,000 homes. The 
human toll was severe indeed, but 
for the region’s fl ora and fauna, the 
devastation was awesome.

The already-endangered 
Leadbeater’s Possum lost 90 per-
cent of its population. A blow like 
that can tip an animal over the edge 
of extinction.

A forest of mountain ash can 
take up to 200 years to fully recover 
from a severe bushfi re, but with the 
expansion of human civilisation, 
transport and industry, not to mention 
the psychological complexities and 
contradictions of modern life that 
result in people deliberately lighting 
fi res, severe bushfi res now occur at 
least every seventy years.

Australia is the driest continent on 
Earth and much of our fl ora evolved 
in conditions of close relationship 
with fi re. After the Victorian bushfi res 
had eliminated the forest canopy, 
wildfl owers that had not been seen 
in the locality for decades made their 
appearance. Their seeds had lain dor-
mant in the earth since the last severe 
fi re, waiting for the combination of 

smoke and the opening up of the 
canopy to germinate anew.

The ABC, Film Victoria and 
Screen Australia apparently decided 
early on to combine in an effort to fi lm 
the process of recovery over the fi rst 
twelve months after the fi res. Written 
and directed by Dione Gilmour and 
photographed by David Parer, their 
resulting fi lm is Out Of The Ashes 
(ABC1 Sunday February 13 at 
7.30pm).

Dione Gilmour comments that 
“initially fi lming was a frustrating 
process. It wasn’t until spring some 
six months after the fi res that we 
could see defi nite changes in the 
landscape: the wildfl owers through 
spring, the epicormic shooting of 
the mixed eucalypt forests and the 
surprising epicormic shooting of the 
mountain ash.”

She notes that it was the fi lm 
makers who gave themselves a limit 
of one year after the fi res “and in 
some ways it was very restrictive. 
Most of the mammal recolonisation 
happened later.”

She feels that to give a complete 
all-round picture of the regeneration 
of the area would require fi lmmaking 
well into the future: “Maybe ten years, 
maybe a hundred.”

The fi lm is not only about fl ora 
and fauna. Two of the people featured 
in it are Colin Bucknell and Sonja 
Armstrong, from the band Painters 
and Dockers, who sat in a creek bed 
with their young son Sam while their 
house burned down.

Mostly, however, it is concerned 
with the effect the fi res had on nature, 
both in the bush and also in sanctuar-
ies like Wildhaven St Andrews, which 
was basically destroyed along with 
the animals it had sheltered.

Nevertheless all the people in 
the fi lm are determined to rebuild 
and carry on. 

The development of capital-
ism in 18th century Europe, 

especially in Britain and France, 
based on the exploitation of colonial 
empires, was augmented by the delib-
erate dispossession of small farmers 
of their land, forcing them to work for 
wages in the new mills and factories 
being established by those merchants 
and traders with accumulated capital 
to be invested.

The destruction of the previ-
ous rural way of life brought great 
profi t to the rising bourgeoisie and 
great misery to the former crofters, 
peasants and artisans. Their living 
conditions no less than their working 
conditions, were appalling, and caused 
many intellectuals to seriously ques-
tion whether this could truthfully be 
regarded as “progress”.

In his famous line “Man is born 
free, and everywhere is in chains”, the 
philosopher Jean Jacques Rousseau 
voiced one of the most glaring contra-
dictions of the age. Rousseau formu-
lated one of the earliest conceptions 
of socialism, but it was dependent on 

rejection of modern life in favour of a 
return to an imagined rural simplicity.

Rousseau was considered a threat 
to the established order (and in par-
ticular to aristocratic class rule) in 
France and he had to fl ee to England. 
There his ideas infl uenced Tom Paine, 
who gave ideological guidance to the 
American Revolution.

The poet Blake was one of those 
in England who also challenged the 
evil effects of the rise of capitalism, 
denouncing the “dark, satanic mills” 
that now disfi gured England’s green 
and pleasant land.

The writers and thinkers of this 
period are known as “the Romantics”, 
and they make interesting study. But 
the BBC miniseries The Romantics 
(ABC2 Sundays from February 13 
at 8.30pm) tries to make them the 
cause of the events of the late 18th 
and early 19th centuries rather than 
people infl uenced by and reacting to 
those events.

The series is written and presented 

by Peter Ackroyd, a “best-selling 
historian”. Ackroyd is certainly no 
threat to the establishment: there is 
little of class politics in his account 
of the “Age of Enlightenment”. 
In fact, for Ackroyd, ideas are all 
important: someone has an idea, the 
idea becomes a movement and that 
is how society changes.

That ideas are the product of 
material conditions does not really 
come into it, as far as he is concerned.

He is also overfond of his own 
image. He must be in every second 
shot in this program. Watching him 
posing, in costume, near the guil-
lotine, or (also in costume) gazing 
soulfully at the small house where 
an exiled poet lived in London in 
the early years of the 19th century, 
quickly palls.

He actually makes a potentially 
fascinating subject boring.

A Marxist study of the same 
subject would be a program to die 
for. This is not it. 
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Bob Briton

Detail is fi nally being added to the 
corporate media’s glib commentary 
about the Middle East and North 
Africa. Until now, most regimes in 
the region were said to be a neces-
sary evil, an Arab phenomenon, a 
response to unreasoning hostility 
towards Western interests and 
the state of Israel. They suppos-
edly held back a tide of Islamic 
fundamentalism. It has taken great 
sacrifi ce on the part of the people 
Tunisia, Egypt and elsewhere in the 
region but the cover is blown on 
that story. The appalling regimes 
now being shaken to their founda-
tions are exposed as enemies of 
their own people serving Western, 
particularly US, economic and 
strategic interests. The struggle is 
now on to unseat them and what 
they represent.

The old shorthand is still used but 
has a hollow ring. A column in The 
Washington Post summed up recent 
developments this way: “Two decades 
after the fall of Soviet-bloc dictator-
ships, popular movements for democ-
racy are erupting in the last regional 
bastion of authoritarianism: the Arab 
world.” As can be seen in Egypt, the 
deeply unpopular government of 
President Hosni Mubarak would not 
have survived without massive US 
support including the US$60 billion in 
aid (US$35 billion of that in military 
aid) handed over since 1978 when his 
predecessor Anwar Sadat concluded 
the Camp David Accords with Israel. 
Since then, Egypt has been a safe, 
southern fl ank allowing for Israeli 
aggression elsewhere.

Not always so
The region now under the inter-

national spotlight was not always the 
stomping ground of venal strong-
men imposing misrule on behalf of 
foreign powers. After WW2, Egypt 
was at the forefront of anti-colonial, 
anti-imperialist struggles. In 1952, a 
revolution took place that ended the 
reign of the pro-British monarchy 
and saw a young lieutenant-colonel, 

Gamal Abdel Nasser, become presi-
dent. He championed the cause of 
Arab unity and was instrumental in 
the establishment in 1961 of the Non-
Aligned Movement, which played a 
progressive role in world diplomatic 
affairs and which has endured to 
this day.

Algeria, another of the countries 
currently in turmoil, was the scene of 
an inspiring independence struggle 
against French colonial occupation. 
A war of liberation concluded with 
the withdrawal of French troops in 
1962. Ahmed Ben Bella became the 
independent country’s fi rst president 
and oversaw numerous thoroughgoing 
reforms including land reform. Algeria 
drew closer to the socialist countries.

Unfortunately for the Middle 
East, the post-war period also saw 
the expansion of US economic and 
military ambitions on the global 
stage. Previously, successive US 
administrations had tended to limit 
their intervention to the countries of 
the Western Hemisphere. The rise of 
capitalism’s economic and ideologi-
cal competitor, socialism, shook US 
ruling circles into aggressive action. 
Israel became central to US strategy 
in the Middle East and eventually, 
governments in the region were bent 
to its will through covert operations 
(as in the case of the coup against 
democratically-elected Iranian 
President Mohammed Mossadegh 
in 1953), invasion (Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in 2003) or debt depend-
ency and the intervention of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF).

Very few countries, like Syria 
and Iran managed to hold out against 
this thrust. They are demonised as 
“rogue states” with ambitions at dif-
ferent stages for the development of 
weapons of mass destruction and an 
unacceptable human rights record. 
Support for Israel with its nuclear 
arsenal makes it clear that weapons 
of mass destruction are not its primary 
concern. The world is now learning 
from the people of Tunisia, Egypt 
and elsewhere that human rights are 
not key criteria for US approval or 
disapproval, either.

Coming unstuck

The multi-strand strategy of mili-
tary threat, meddling by intelligence 
services and economic bullying has 
held for decades. It is now unwind-
ing. WikiLeaks had a role in lifting 
the lid on the corruption and brutal-
ity of the “moderate” administration 
of ousted Tunisian President Zine 
El Abidine Ben Ali. The damning 
diplomatic cables revealed to the 
world and confi rmed for the Tunisian 
people what they already knew – that 
the democratic aspirations of the 
people were being held down by a 
pro-Western dictator.

For two decades Ben Ali had 
administered the IMF’s neo-liberal 
medicine to the Tunisian economy. 
The country was held out as a thriv-
ing haven for investment as was 
the Pinochet regime following the 
bloody coup of 1973 and the arrival of 
Professor Milton Friedman’s Chicago 
Boys. As in the case of Chile, the 
economic “success” so praised by 
the capitalist press masked deepen-
ing poverty. The self-immolation 
by a Tunisian vendor set off a wave 
of protest now called the Jasmine 
Revolution that swept Ben Ali from 
offi ce.

The wave then spread to Egypt 
where, as noted by analyst Michel 
Chussodovsky, “a devastating IMF 
program was imposed in 1991 at 
the height of the Gulf War. It was 
negotiated in exchange for the annul-
ment of Egypt’s multibillion dollar 
military debt to the US as well as its 
participation in the war. The resulting 
deregulation of food prices, sweeping 
privatisation and massive austerity 
measures led to the impoverishment 
of the Egyptian population and the 
destabilisation of its economy. The 
Mubarak government was praised as 
a model ‘IMF pupil’.”

It didn’t stop there. Protests 
against King Abdullah’s regime’s 
corruption and austerity measures 
broke out in Jordan. Mass protests 
have taken place in Yemen against 
30 years of misrule by President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. Morocco’s govern-
ment has been obliged to okay pro-
tests organised through the Facebook 
social networking site. The Algerian 
government is also bracing itself.

The US response
The US response to events has 

been breathtaking in its hypocrisy. 
After decades of propping up the vari-
ous unsavoury regimes, US President 
Obama and Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton have both urged Mubarak to 
exit the scene and allow a “transi-
tion to greater democracy” in Egypt. 
Having sniffed the wind, Obama has 
all but said Mubarak should make 
way immediately. Australian Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard was also full 
of high-sounding advice but ducked 
the opportunity to lament Australia’s 
own brush with the torturers of the 
Egyptian regime. Australian citi-
zen Mamdouh Habib was tortured 

in Egypt along with many others 
under the horrifi c policy of “rendi-
tion” of supposed terror suspects for 
interrogation.

The protests have not lent them-
selves to the usual demonisation 
in the corporate media. They are 
not stridently anti-US, though that 
country’s role in Mubarak’s survival 
is not glossed over. It is not par-
ticularly Islamist in its complexion 
though many protestors have paused 
for prayers for peace during the two 
weeks of demonstrations in Cairo’s 
Tahrir Square and elsewhere.

Young Egyptians mobilised to 
a signifi cant extent through social 
networking media and mobile phones 
are prominent in the protests. So are 
women. Asma Mahfouz is one of the 
founders of the April 6 Youth move-
ment, a group of Internet activists 
said to have had a leading role in 
organising the protests. Her moving 
YouTube appeal is said to have been a 
major motivator for young Egyptians 
to take to the streets. (See this at 
cpa.org.au/x/g1488p12-winds)

The stereotypes so loved by the 
capitalist press have not had the 
desired effect on public perceptions 
in this instance. The international 
community has been impressed by the 
courage and composure of the protes-
tors. Around three hundred people 
have lost their lives in this do-or-die 
struggle for change. People organised 
to defend themselves against thugs 
and criminals who burst on the scene 
with the outbreak of the protests. 
The tactic of terrifying people back 
into the embrace of the authorities 
continued with the appearance of 
“pro-Mubarak” protests marked by 
violence and provocation.

The Pentagon’s chair of the Joint 
Chief of Staff, Admiral Michael 
Mullen, has been in constant con-
tact with his Egyptian counterpart, 
Lieutenant General Sami Annan dur-
ing the uprising. The Egyptian army 
will obviously have a major role in 
the unfolding of a post-dictatorship 
government or the suppression of the 
movement. Hillary Clinton has praised 

the role of Mubarak’s hand-picked 
vice president Omar Suleiman who 
she claims is effectively running the 
government.

Suleiman met with some opposi-
tion representatives over the weekend 
in an effort to placate the population. 
The people do not appear in the mood 
to halt their efforts halfway and the 
US will no doubt have alternative 
plans. Liberal democrat Mohamed 
ElBaradei, who functioned as the 
chairperson of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency during the 
Bush years, might be willing to head 
up a change of regime that does not 
upset the US’s overall strategy in 
the region.

For a long time, US administra-
tions have tried to cover all contin-
gencies by cosying up to dictators 
in the region while simultaneously 
trying to co-opt the leaders of any 
rising challenge. In May 2009, Hillary 
Clinton met a delegation of Egyptian 
dissidents, several of whom had met 
Condoleezza Rice the year befo re. 
Funding, training and recruitment 
would have been part of the package. 
Efforts by agencies funded by the 
National Endowment for Democracy 
have succeeded in securing pro-US 
governments through various “colour 
revolutions” in former Soviet repub-
lics, destabilised and overthrown 
the government of Serbia and led 
successive attempts to remove the 
popularly-elected government of 
Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez.

So far the people have not shown 
any inclination to compromise with 
the dictatorship, to engage in any 
transition that extends the life of the 
regime in any form and which gives 
their oppressors time to regroup. 
They have overwhelming support 
among the people of the world who 
have rallied in support of the brave 
citizens of Egypt. Lasting change in 
Egypt would be a turning point in the 
struggle against US imperialism and 
open up possibilities for peace and 
justice in the Middle East, including 
for the Palestinian people. 

A lawyer chants slogans during a demonstration in Tunisia.

Winds of hope and change 
in the Middle East
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