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Bingeing banks cry poor
Anna Pha

The ink was hardly dry on the 
annual returns of the Big Four 
banks when the Reserve Bank of 
Australia (RBA) handed down 
yet another crippling interest 
rate rise – crippling for ordinary 
working people, small business 
and small farmers but not for the 
banks. With an annual combined 
pre-tax profi t of around $30 billion 
($21.7 billion after tax), ANZ, 
Commonwealth Bank, NAB and 
Westpac were laughing. Their 
profi t results are a direct result of 
unregulated monopoly price goug-
ing and heightened exploitation of 
their workforces. Now they stand 
to make even larger profi ts.

The Treasurer Wayne Swan plead-
ed with the banks not to raise their 
rates by more than the RBA increase. 
Opposition Shadow Treasurer Joe 
Hockey had already politically 
out-manoeuvred the Treasurer by 
launching a verbal attack on the banks 
for their lack of competition before 
the profi t results and RBA decision 
had been released (See Editorial, 
Guardian 03-11-2010).

Hockey put forward a nine-point 
plan that would do little to change 
the situation. He appears to realise 
that the banks’ actions could harm 
other sectors of the economy. Swan 
will release details of his policy next 
month. The banks have nothing to fear 
from either Liberal or Labor.

The RBA increased the offi cial 
cash rate by 25 base points – add-
ing 0.25 percent to the rate. This is 
the sixth interest rate increase since 
October 2009, over which time the 
offi cial rate has risen from three per-
cent to 4.75 percent. Each increase 

hurts homebuyers and tenants (as 
rent increases always follow on) as 
well as those with personal loans and 
business loans.

“Public spending was prominent 
in driving aggregate demand for 
several quarters but this impact is 

now lessening. While there has been 
a degree of caution in private spend-
ing behaviour thus far, the rise in the 
terms of trade, which is now boosting 
national income very substantially, 
is likely to lead to stronger private 
spending over the next couple of 
years, especially in business invest-
ment,” said Glenn Stevens, Reserve 
Bank Governor, in his statement on 
the RBA’s decision to increase the 
offi cial cash rate.

It is a big blow to the retail sec-
tor in the run-up to the important 
pre-Christmas period. People are 
exercising “a degree of caution” 
simply because they just don’t have 
the money to spend and fear the 
consequences of future interest rate 
rises. Their incomes have not kept up 
with previous mortgage increases and 
rising prices, in particular electricity, 
alcohol and tobacco. Rising business 
investment on its own will not pro-
vide increased demand; people need 
wage rises, full-time jobs and higher 
pensions.

RBA got it wrong
The RBA has got it wrong. Its 

decision will have a contractionary 
effect on the economy at a time when 
it is hardly out of recession. It is the 
old “fi ght infl ation fi rst” policy: “the 
risk of infl ation rising again over the 
medium term remains,” said Stevens.

The RBA is relying heavily on 
resource exports to China and other 
parts of Asia to sustain economic 
recovery. Apart from the assistance 
it gives the fi nancial sector, the RBA 
ignores the impact of its decision on 
the rest of the economy which is still 
relatively depressed. The Australian 
government, in full neo-liberal mode, 
is planning a very tight budget with its 

own austerity measures, as it blindly 
pursues a return to budget surpluses. 
This will only reduce demand for 
goods and services as will the higher 
interest rates.

Meanwhile the banks continue to 
act with impunity having nothing to 

fear from all the hot-air in Canberra. 
Their PR consultants are already at 
work devising means of restoring 
their public image.

Interest rate 
induced poverty

An increase from three percent to 
4.75 percent may not sound a great 
deal but as a percentage increase it 
is a whopping 58 percent in interest 
repayments. Workers’ wages increased 
nothing like 58 percent over the past 
13 months! Needless to say the CEOs 
at the banks did not hold back with 
increases in their packages in the 

hundreds of percents and millions of 
dollars. Every rate rise adds to the 
list of working poor and homeless.

The Big Four consolidated their 
monopoly position during the fi nan-
cial crisis with the help of the govern-
ment’s deposit and other guarantee 

systems. The relatively smaller banks 
such as Members Equity (set up by 
industry superannuation funds), the 
building societies and credit unions 
hardly pose a threat to them. The 
media almost talk as though they do 
not exist, yet some do offer a better 
deal than the Big Four.

The Big Four deny lack of 
competition or collusion. They just 
happen to follow each other mak-
ing similar decisions. This time 
Commonwealth Bank went fi rst, 
upping its mortgage rates by more 
than the RBA increase. The others 
will no doubt follow, but in the cur-
rent political climate may take a little 

longer than usual. (Westpac went 
fi rst last time.) The Commonwealth 
stands to make an additional half 
billion in profi ts from its decision 
to add 0.47 percent to its standard 
variable mortgage – almost double 
the RBA’s 0.25 percent.

Fees, fees and 
more fees

The average Australian is paying 
around $1,000 in bank fees every 
year. On every front bank customers 
face exorbitant fees, most of which 
involve a simple, automatic electronic 
recording or notifi cation - certainly 
no justifi cation for penalties of $30 
or more.

Take, for example, a so-called 
“45-day interest free” credit card for 
which the card holder has already paid 
a fee. If the amount owing is paid just 
one day late then interest is charged 
for the full month - including the 45 
“interest free days”. The penalty for 
being one day late - thinly disguised 
as an interest payment - could be any-
thing from a few dollars to hundreds 
of dollars, depending on how much 
is owing. Then there are late payment 
fees, over-the-counter-fees, statement 
fees, ATM fees, etc, etc.

Trying to fi nd cheaper deals is a 
mine-fi eld. Special lower interest rate 
offers for credit cards last six months. 
Card fees, late payment penalties 
and so on are buried in very small, 
grey print. Swapping mortgages is 
a nightmare - the volumes of paper 
work, the delving yet again into your 
personal affairs, exit fees as high as 
$1,000, hidden penalties for late pay-
ments, different types of loans. That 
does not mean there are not possible 
benefi ts, especially in looking beyond 
the Big Four.

Continued page 2

The RBA has got it wrong. Its decision will have 
a contractionary effect on the economy at a time 
when it is hardly out of recession. 

Next week's issue will include an 
analysis of the US Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton's visit to Australia 
and the strengthening of 

US - Australian military ties.
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PRESS FUND
After the banks hoisted their interest rates retailers complained 
bitterly – not because struggling families would be hard hit, 
but because retail businesses would be badly affected before 
Christmas. It’s very reminiscent of Stan Freeburg’s classic satire 
of “A Christmas Carol”, in which Scrooge, head of a particularly 
greedy US corporation, declares that “the word Christmas has two 
S’s in it, and they’re both dollar signs!” In contrast, if you really 
want to get in early (and genuinely) for the season of goodwill, 
you should make a contribution to the Press Fund for the next 
issue. We certainly need it! Meanwhile, many thanks to this week’s 
contributors for their generous support, as follows:
In memory of Peter Symon, from Steve (of Mori Gallery) $25
Anton Hill $20, N &T Kitchen Club $232, Theo Markou $40, 
Robert $10, “Round Figure” $13.
This week’s total: $340. Progressive total: $5,480

Brazil consolidates 
Latin America’s gains

The election of Dilma Rouseff as President of Brazil has not gone 
unnoticed in the international media. It is big news. The country with 
the world’s eighth largest economy, a cornerstone of the emerging 
Brazil-Russia-India-China bloc, now has a woman as head of state. 
She is a former guerrilla with a reputation for being more left leaning 
than outgoing President Inácio Lula da Silva. She has been chosen 
to carry forward the reforms undertaken by the Workers’ Party 
government after the constitution prevented Lula from seeking a 
third term at the helm.

The election also shows that Latin America has not lost its hunger 
for social change and for independence from the bully of the Western 
hemisphere, the United States. Lula’s Brazil has not set off on as bold 
a path as neighbouring Venezuela, for example, but it is not a pawn 
in the regional schemes of the US, either. The Brazilian government 
maintains close relations with administrations of President Hugo 
Chávez of Venezuela, Ecuador’s President Rafael Correa and Bolivia’s 
Evo Morales. It has its own impressive record of alleviating hunger 
and poverty.

Rouseff’s election also shows that the momentum has not swung 
back behind those forces aided by the US to take the political agenda 
to the right. The coup in Honduras has not delivered another stable 
foothold in Latin America. The coup-plotters’ regime is on the outer 
with its Latin American neighbours. Honduras will not take its place 
at the regional table again until the legitimate government of President 
Manuel Zelaya is restored. The attempted coup in Ecuador failed 
miserably.

Despite this overall consolidation of gains, the people of Latin 
America would not be feeling complacent. The government of Hugo 
Chávez has had to see off coup attempts, an oil industry shut down, 
small business strikes and an unceasing campaign of vilifi cation in 
the corporate media. Meddling in elections by pro-US forces is to 
be expected and it is essential that it be countered. A delegation of 
members of various NGOs is heading to Nicaragua in June next year 
to investigate US interference in that country’s politics as it prepares 
for presidential and National Assembly elections at the end of 2011.

And of course, there is the string of seven new US military bases 
being built in the human rights pariah state of Colombia. They will 
be used to help the government of Juan Manuel Santos to fi ght the 
war against guerrilla forces in the country, who have been resist-
ing the brutality of the neo-liberal agenda in the country, including 
the dispossession of rural communities of their land. The bases will 
also become a springboard for future aggression against Colombia’s 
progressive neighbours if it becomes clear that subversion will not 
achieve the results desired by Washington.

That day may be approaching. US monopolies have profi ted hand-
somely for over a century from sources of cheap raw materials and, 
in recent decades, the relocation of US manufacturing to essentially 
unregulated, low labour-cost locations. But successive administra-
tions took their eye off the Latin American ball as they pursued 
geo-political interests in the Middle East and the Asia Pacifi c where 
they are grappling with the growing infl uence of China. A desperate 
predator is a dangerous one and the people of Latin America will be 
on the alert for a savage response.

In these circumstances, the most urgent task is to deepen the 
process of change, to ensure that intervention or de-stabilisation is 
not simply a matter of removing a government. US administrations 
have not moved to invade Cuba because it knows the people are 
squarely behind the revolution and are thoroughly organised at every 
level to resist. Venezuela has learned many lessons from the Cubans’ 
experience and has worked to build the Bolivarian Revolution at 
the grassroots.

Dilma Rousseff has become president of Brazil by a narrower 
margin than Lula but, unlike her predecessor, has the support of 
a strong majority in the Congress. The Workers’ Party holds more 
state governorships than was the case under Lula. Her government 
is actually in a stronger position than before. Nevertheless, if Brazil 
is to move further along the road towards a more just society, the 
new president would be well advised to draw conclusions from her 
neighbours’ recent history.

Bingeing banks cry poor

Melbourne Cup Guessing Competition
FIRST PRIZE: $350 – Jon Shapiro NSW (#8 AMERICAIN)
SECOND PRIZE $100 –  M Perth SA (#24 MALUCKYDAY)
THIRD PRIZE $50 – Tom Mackinnon QLd (#3 SO YOU THINK)

A big thanks to everyone who purchased 
tickets, and to all the ticket sellers.

Perth

Continued from page 1

Bank workers abused

Bank workers are on the receiv-
ing end of angry customers – long 
queues, long waiting times on the 
phone, diffi culties in rectifying bank 
errors, whopping fees and penalties. 
Thousands of bank workers’ jobs have 
gone offshore over recent years. Bank 
staff are under pressure to sell debt 
with pay increases tied to how many 
new credit cards or other forms of 
debt they sign up. Their health suffers 
under pressure to sell debt products 
even when people don’t want or 
need them and may not be able to 
afford them.

The Finance Sector Union (FSU) 
has adopted a Charter for Better 
Banking (better-banking.org) calling 
on the government to take a number 
of measures including to stop banks 
offshoring jobs; to prohibit or limit the 
linking of pay to sale of debt products; 
for interest rate movements to refl ect 
RBA rate changes; and for banks to 
demonstrate a direct link between 
their fees and charges and customer 
service provision.

The GetUp! group, the Australia 
Institute, CHOICE and the Greens 
are backing a class action, hoping to 
recoup billions of dollars overcharged 
in fees for bank customers. Greens 
leader Senator Bob Brown has intro-
duced legislation to Parliament seek-
ing to give some legislative protection 
to bank customers.

The Banking Amendment 
(Delivering Essential Financial 

Services for the Community) Bill 
2010 includes provisions for minimis-
ing or removing fees from basic serv-
ices, capping the level of mortgage 
exit fees, and introducing a variable 
rate mortgage product (“Fair Price 
Mortgages”) that would only permit 
genuine changes to the lender’s cost 
of funds to be passed on to customers.

The Communist Party of 
Australia, as a fi rst step, is calling 
on the Australian government to 
establish a People’s Bank, a govern-
ment guaranteed public bank based 
on a strong and democratic social 
charter that operates in the interests 
of the people and the economy. This 
would immediately introduce real 
competition and put pressure on the 
Big Four to slash fees and improve 
service.

Re-regulation of the fi nancial sec-
tor is long overdue. The government 
should regulate interest rates, fees, 
capital fl ows and confi ne banks to 
banking with the many highly specu-
lative practices that are not central to 
banking outlawed. It is also time for 
a super profi ts tax on banks.

A government that caved in to the 
mining corporations on the environ-
ment and a super profi ts tax is not 
about to stand up to the banks. Nor 
is the Opposition which also does the 
bidding of the big end of town. 

It requires a government of a new 
type closely linked the people’s mass 
movements governing in the interests 
of the people. The process of breaking 
the two-party system has begun and 
needs to built on. 

Big Four Banks
Post-tax Monopoly Profits

Westpac $6.3 billion up 84%

Commonwealth $6.1 billion up 42%

ANZ $5.1 billion up 51.7%

NAB $4.2 billion up 63%

TOTAL: $21.7 billion

Average rate of return on equity: 15.9%

(No wonder the banks were crying poor – 
it was 20% prior to global financial crisis.)
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“We are appalled at the Labor 
government’s decision to allow 
thousands of US troops into 
Australia and to increase mili-
tary exercises with US forces,” 
Dr Hannah Middleton from the 
Australian Anti-Bases Coalition 
said.

“The claim that Australia 
will be more secure as a result of 
closer military ties with the US is 
nonsense. We cannot really expect 
security from a country which has 
gone to war every 14 months since 
World War 2.

“For a government facing mas-
sive opposition to its existing mili-
tary spending of over $80 million a 
day, spending more on facilities for 
a foreign military power is criminal. 
Australia’s relationship with the 
US makes us poorer, not safer,” Dr 
Middleton said.

“The Asia-Pacifi c region is the 
economic powerhouse of the 21st 
Century. The US government wants 
to dominate here militarily,” said 
Denis Doherty, co-ordinator of the 
Australian Anti-Bases Campaign.

“But around the world US bases 
and troops have brought social ten-
sions, abuse of women, crime, and 
massive toxic waste and pollution.

“The people of Okinawa are 
driving the US Marines out because 
they have had enough. Many are 
being sent to Guam where a huge 
opposition movement is now 
developing.

“And the peace movement does 
not want them in Australia either,” 
Mr Doherty said.

The US has already dragged 
Australia into the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan at the cost of thou-
sands dead and massive destruction. 
This has to stop.

“We call on the Gillard govern-
ment not to threaten but to work 
cooperatively with the people of 
the Asia Pacifi c region, including 
China. They will be surprised and 
delighted by the rewards of peace 
with justice.

“The peace movement will con-
tinue to resist the presence of US 
troops, bases and logistics in our 
country.

“We need to keep the US 
military at arms length. We should 
maintain friendly relations with the 
US but not be abject followers of 
an aggressive, militarist empire,” 
Doherty concluded. 

Pete’s Corner

US Marines take cover behind an Australian Defence vehicle at the training facility at Shoalwater Bay Training 
Area, during Exercise Talisman Sabre 2009.

US forces bring grief 
to Australia

Cluster Bomb Ban 
Bill introduced
Last week Labor introduced a Bill 
into the Federal Parliament to give 
effect to the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions which makes it illegal to 
assist in the production of cluster 
munitions.

The ANZ bank currently provides 
loans totalling $135.8 million to clus-
ter munitions manufacturers.

In light of the Bill, Act for Peace 
(the international aid agency of the 
National Council of Churches in 
Australia) urges Australian banks 
which currently fund cluster muni-
tions manufacturers for any reason 
to now cancel their funding.

Alistair Gee, executive director 

of Act for Peace said, “The introduc-
tion of this Bill provides an avenue 
for ANZ to cancel their loans to 
Lockheed Martin and L-3. Whilst 
ANZ does not directly fund the pro-
duction of cluster munitions, provid-
ing fi nance to these manufacturers 
allows them to free up other funds 
to continue making an internationally 
banned weapon.

“Act for Peace’s international 
project partners operate in areas 
where the remnants of war are scat-
tered everywhere, leaving agricultural 
land untenable and civilians at risk of 
maiming. Cluster bombs and unex-
ploded ordinances are the scourge 

of nations recovering from confl ict. 
It is morally reprehensible that ANZ 
can continue to be complicit on the 
cluster bombs issue,” said Mr Gee.

Under the Criminal Code 
Amendment (Cluster Munitions 
Prohibition) Bill 2010, if a person 
assists another to produce cluster 
munitions, the penalty is imprison-
ment for 10 years and fi nes of up to 
$330,000.

The debate on the Criminal Code 
Amendment (Cluster Munitions 
Prohibition) Bill 2010 was adjourned 
and is likely to take place in Autumn 
2011. 

Red in the Rainbow: 
The Life and Times 
of Fred and Sarah 
Carneson 
Several political biographies 
of varying quality have been 
published this year. One that is 
particularly good but seems to 
have slipped under the radar is 
Lynn Carneson’s biography on 
her parents.

Red in the Rainbow: The Life 
and Times of Fred and Sarah 
Carneson has hardly received a 
mention by reviewers, yet it can 
be commended on a number of 
levels. When South Africa’s libera-
tion history is fully recorded, the 
Carnesons will emerge as key fi g-
ures.   Nelson Mandela described 
them as “a dynamic couple whose 
names will live beyond the grave.”

The Carnesons were committed 
members of the Communist Party, 
hence the title Red in the Rainbow. 
They were under constant surveil-
lance by the security police, and 
both were banned and endured 
spells in detention.

Despite this they continued to 
play an active role in the under-
ground structures of the liberation 
movement. Fred, who was one of 
the 1956 treason triallists, was the 
business manager of the now iconic 
Communist Party newspaper New 
Age. Sarah, whose parents were 
founding members of the South 
African Communist Party, was a 
leading trade unionist.

The author is brutally frank 
about the toll that being part of the 
struggle took on her family life. 
Without sentiment she captures the 

pain her family endured. There was 
her parents’ troubled marriage, her 
sister’s nervous breakdown, the tor-
ture her father endured at the hands 
of the security police and his subse-
quent imprisonment.

Yet for the Carnesons there 
was no alternative but to live true 
to their convictions. This is what 
ensured that their spirit was never 
broken and the couple remained 
committed revolutionaries through-
out their lives, including years 
of exile. There is a lovely part in 
the book describing their return 
to South Africa and an amusing 
account of this elderly white couple 
getting around Cape Town in the 
minibus taxis.

Of interest to local readers will 
be the fact that Fred grew up in 
Pietermaritzburg in the 1920s and 
’30s, part of a large white working-
class Catholic family. His father 
worked in the railways and the fam-
ily lived in the Mayors Walk area. 
Fred won a scholarship to study at 
Maritzburg College but had to leave 
high school after a year to help sup-
port the family. He once said that 
he learnt about communism from 
a book on Western philosophies 
that he borrowed from the then 
Natal Society Library. He joined 
the Communist Party when he was 
16 years old and while living in 
Pietermaritzburg.
Available from Struik Publishers 
www.randomstruik.co.za 

Book Review by Nalini Naidoo
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Richard Titelius

On November 6, 60 Aboriginal and 
Greens activists gathered at the 
City Farm permaculture centre in 
Perth to hear a number of promi-
nent speakers voice their concerns 
about the Western Australian 
government’s plans to ramp up 
uranium mining in this state.

The meeting was introduced as a 
forum so that Western Australians can 
see “what it is like when the Green 
and the Brown people come together 
to be informed and activated to resist 
the mining of uranium.”

The welcome to country was 
delivered by Noongar elder Charlie 
Kickett who remembered from his 
time as a young man in the area near 
Kellerberrin clearing his peoples once 
fruitful land for a few shillings so that 
the white settlers could engage in their 
monoculture food production.

“We cannot go back to this way 
of life,” he concluded, noting that 
now something more insidious is 
threatening to add further injury to the 
Aboriginal way of life in this state: 
the mining of uranium on Aboriginal 
land in large areas of their land.

The mining of uranium will affect 
not only the health and well being of 
this generation of Aboriginal people 

who may live close to or on the land 
where it is sought to mine uranium – it 
will affect white people as well and 
generations to come for thousands 
of years.

This frightening possibility was 
not lost on Greens Senator Scott 
Ludlum who said it was incumbent on 
this generation in the next 12 months 
to win the struggle now to prevent the 
mining of uranium so that future gen-
erations would have a future because 
of the stand that people take today.

Ludlum added that “The media 
was feeding the people a disconnect 
to the issues which are so important 
to help us in the struggle to resist 
uranium mining, nuclear energy and 
engagement with renewable energy.”

The anti-nuclear movement is 
buoyed by the successes it has been 
able to achieve through strong par-
ticipation and leadership to date at 
Kintyre, Pangea, Jabiluka and more 
recently at Muckety in the Northern 
Territory where it has been able to 
keep the federal government at bay 
from a proposed nuclear waste dis-
posal site on Aboriginal land.

The next speaker was retired 
Greens Senator Jo Vallentine who 
spoke of the health risks that have 
plagued workers at the three uranium 
mines around Australia who have 

much higher risks of various cancers: 
at Ranger Roxby in the Northern 
Territory, Olympic Dam and Beverley 
in South Australia.

Aboriginal people at Maralinga, 
where Australia conducted its main-
land atomic bomb tests, are suffering 
the affects of prolonged exposure to 
radioactivity, including being born 
without thyroid glands and illnesses 
which effect their liver function.

Uranium mining was also the 
beginning of the process of manu-
facturing nuclear weapons, including 
the use of depleted uranium as a by-
product of nuclear fuel production.

Jo Vallentine called on the people 
of Western Australia to put pressure 
on the Liberal state government of 
Colin Barnett and the federal Labor 
government of Julia Gillard to 
withdraw their support for uranium 
mining.

The fi nal speaker was Aboriginal 
pastor and leader Geoffrey Stokes 
of the Wongatha-Birni Aboriginal 
Cultural Centre in Kalgoorlie upon 
whose land many uranium mines are 
being planned.

Stokes said that “The land which 
is seen as an object to be exploited by 
the white man is something which is 
alive to Aboriginal people; the trees, 
the rivers, lakes, earth and rocks – 
all Aboriginal land is imbued with 
spirituality”.

He concluded with the recounting 
of an event which occurred out in his 
land recently. He was walking along 
a road when a car approached him 

and the occupant stopped the car to 
advise him that he was walking on 
a private road, to which Mr Stokes 
responded that his private road was 
on Aboriginal land.

More resolute action is needed 
to keep the brazen uranium miners 
at bay such as BHP Billiton, which is 
intending to open its Yeelirrie uranium 
mine in Western Australia (against 
the wishes of the Ngalia traditional 
owners) to add to its huge polluting 
mess of a mine at Olympic Dam in 
South Australia.

A protest is being planned by the 
Anti-Nuclear Alliance of WA and WA 
Nuclear Free Alliance, the organisers 
of the public forum at City Farm, with 
other groups including the Climate 
Action Group of WA at the AGM 
of BHP Billiton on November 16, at 
the Perth Convention Centre between 
10am and 2pm. 

Anti-uranium protestors 
earlier this year in 

Kalgoorlie, WA.

Injured jockeys and their families 
are facing undue hardship because 
the charitable trust established 
to support them lacks adequate 
funding, according to a report 
being launched in Melbourne prior 
to the Melbourne cup.

The Australian Jockeys’ 
Association report A Fair Go for 
Jockeys warns the National Jockeys 
Trust needs a major injection of funds 
if it is to continue providing support 
for jockeys with career-ending injuries 
and the families of jockeys who die.

AJA CEO Paul Innes said the 
Trust was already struggling to pro-
vide adequate assistance to jockeys 
and their families.

“Regular incidents of serious 
spinal and brain injury are a tragic 
reality in racing. Demand for support 
from the Trust will only continue to 
grow,” said Mr Innes.

According to the report, the Trust 
needs $5 million to be able to provide 
the support it was designed to deliver. 
During Spring Carnival, the AJA 
will be calling on state governments 
around Australia to support the NJT 
with one-off grants.

“Racing generates $5 billion in 
economic activity nationally, with 
hundreds of millions going direct to 
state governments in taxes. Yet jockey 
welfare programs are patchy at best.

“This is another reason why it is 

imperative to have a properly-funded 
Trust to assist jockeys who suffer 
fi nancial hardship due to illness, 
injury or death.

“We are seeing a rise in jockey 
suicide; also of enormous concern is 
the plight of families left bereaved 
or caring for jockeys with severe, 
career-ending injuries requiring 
around-the-clock care.

“All current and past jockeys 
are acutely aware of injuries and 
illnesses associated with riding that 
can beset riders who are or have been 
involved in this multi-billion dollar 
industry.” 

Injured jockeys, 
bereaved families in crisis

Alliance co-operation on 
resistance to uranium mining

Workers from metal-working, 
construction and electrical trades 
are uniting together with the aim of 
getting a better deal at two major 
construction projects in regional 
Victoria.

The AMWU, together with 
the AWU, CFMEU, and ETU, 
have been negotiating with 
Barwon Water and John Holland 
Construction in recent weeks, trying 
to get union collective agreements 
to cover all workers on the sites in 
the Geelong region.

“We have put together a 
draft agreement. It’s been put to 
Barwon Water and John Holland 
Construction,” said AMWU 
Geelong regional organiser Peter 
Douglas.

“It’s clear John Holland 

Construction do not want Project 
Agreements in place, but some 
workers will be worse off without 
them.”

If secured, the agreements 
would cover workers on the 
planned Northern Water Plant 
in Corio and the fi rst stage of 
the Black Rock treatment plant 
between Ocean Grove and Torquay.

With no Project Agreement in 
place, workers’ wages and condi-
tions will be at the mercy of indi-
vidual contractors.

“Workers are entitled to have 
clear, agreed conditions that are 
standard across the sites. Without 
Project Agreements as it stands they 
won’t have that,” said Mr Douglas.

In the recent 2010 fi nancial year 
John Holland Holdings recorded 

an after tax profi t of $132 mil-
lion dollars. The projects, jointly 
funded by state and federal govern-
ments, Barwon Water and Shell are 
worth $90 million and $30 million 
respectively.

Despite the company’s strong 
fi nancial position, John Holland 
Construction has so far refused to 
sign basic Project Agreements for 
labourers and special class trades 
people.

“We have taken a united stand. 
Project Agreements provide a 
level playing fi eld and they are 
also an important mechanism in 
achieving productive and safer 
workplaces.” 

Workers unite over Geelong 
Project Agreements

The Maritime Union of Australia 
(MUA) has again raised seri-
ous concerns over the Flag of 
Convenience (FOC) shipping 
system, after another near disaster 
when the Liberian-fl agged MSC 
Basel ran aground off Brisbane 
last week.

MUA Queensland secretary 
Mick Carr said this latest incident 
again showed the deregulated ship 
registration system, known as the 
Flag of Convenience, exposed 
Australia to a high level of vulner-
ability for Australian jobs, environ-
ment and maritime security.

Mr Carr said Liberian-fl agged 
vessels had a diabolical record 
when it came to shipping incidents 
in Australian waters. “This one 
involving the MSC Basel is just the 
latest example of a near disaster 
due to this ongoing and dangerous 
practice of using fl ags of conven-
ience,” he said.

“Just last month we saw a 
major incident when the multi-mil-
lion dollar Australian fi shing ves-
sel MV Apollo S was sunk at Port 
Lincoln in South Australia thanks to 
being rammed by another Liberian 
FOC vessel the Grand Rodosi.

“This latest incident in Moreton 

Bay shows yet again that the rogues 
need to be weeded out of the inter-
national shipping industry.” 

Mr Carr said other incidents 
this year included the Magdalene, 
also fl ying the Liberian fl ag, which 
caused an oil spill in August 
in Newcastle Harbour, and the 
Liberian-registered Ocean Emperor 
which broke down 60 nautical 
miles off Cairns and drifted towards 
the Great Barrier Reef in July.

Mr Carr said the latest ship-
ping incident was a stark reminder 
of when the Pasha Bulker, a 
Panama FOC vessel, grounded off 
Newcastle in 2007 and caused huge 
disruption in the area.

He said foreign ships have 
been responsible for all the recent 
shipping environmental accidents, 
including when the Hong Kong-
fl agged Pacifi c Adventurer spread 
a large amount of oil onto pristine 
south-east Queensland beaches last 
year.

He called for the Gillard gov-
ernment to speed up ratifi cation of 
the Maritime Labour Convention 
and to ensure that AMSA is fully 
resourced to perform its new Port 
State Control functions. 

MSC Basel runs 
aground in another 
Flag of Convenience 
near disaster
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Anna Pha

The “merger implementation 
agreement” announced by the 
Australian Securities Exchange 
(ASX) and Singapore Exchange 
(SGX) on October 22 involves 
an $8 billion takeover bid by the 
SGX for the ASX. The ASX is, 
along with the Reserve Bank of 
Australia, one of the key pillars 
of the architecture of capitalist 
Australia’s fi nancial and economic 
system. Even some of the strongest 
advocates of foreign investment are 
questioning the wisdom of foreign 
control of such an important insti-
tution – especially by a company 
which is part owned by a foreign 
government.

What they have failed to question 
is the fact that it is privately owned 
and run for profi t by representatives of 
some of the largest and most powerful 
corporations and fi nancial institutions 
not in the hands of the government. A 
far more important question – why it 
is privately owned. Stock exchanges 
with their “bull” and “bear” markets 
and crashes can have a signifi cant 
impact on the economy and the jobs 
and retirement incomes of workers 
whether or not they directly hold 
shares. In the most recent ASX crash, 
many workers saw their superannua-
tion savings plunge 20-40 percent or 
more.

The Greens and several inde-
pendents have voiced opposition to 
the takeover. The nationalistic and 
conservative independent Bob Katter, 
strongly refl ecting the sentiments of 
many rural voters, came out strongly 
describing it as “lunacy on a grand 
scale”. He likened it to “putting the 
High Court of Australia up for sale 
... this is the mechanism by which 
the Australian economy operates, it 
will be controlled by people over-
seas.” He has tabled a resolution in 
Parliament opposing the takeover. 
Labor and Liberal leaders have been 
noncommittal, shadow treasurer Joe 
Hockey wanting to know if it is in the 
national interest and Swan whether 
it will assist Australia becoming the 
fi nancial hub of Asia.

The Australian Stock Exchange 
was formed under federal legislation 
in 1987 with the amalgamation of six 
state stock exchanges which had a 
history of share trading dating back 
to the 19th century. It was a mutual, 
run by brokers who act as agents for 
those buying and selling shares. In 
2006 it was merged with the Sydney 
Futures Exchange and renamed the 
Australian Securities Exchange. In 
1997, the Howard government legis-
lated its demutualisation to create a 
private, for-profi t corporation owned 
by shareholders and listed as any other 
corporation on the ASX.

Today, the ASX is a highly profi t-
able corporation turning a net post-tax 
profi t of $328.1 million in 2009-2010. 
The value of listed companies on the 
ASX is around $1.65 trillion. As an 
exchange, it is a market place for 
trading in shares and other securities 
including the more highly speculative 
products such as derivatives.

The ASX is not just a market 
place for buying and selling shares 
and other fi nancial products such 
as derivatives. It is an important 
source for businesses wishing to raise 
capital by issuing shares or bonds. 
Superannuation funds are the largest 
source of new and ever increasing 
capital investment in companies listed 
on the ASX.

Historically, investors bought 
shares, held them for the regular 
income and over time saw the value 
of their investment increase. There 
is a growing tendency for the large 
financial giants, including those 
investing superannuation funds, not 
to hold stock as an investment, but for 
trading and speculation on fl uctuating 
markets.

A relatively small number of 
corporate and fi nancial monopolies 
dominate stock markets, use their 
power to squeeze and take over or put 
out of business smaller companies, 
particularly during times of economic 
crisis. Their highly manipulative and 
speculative activities increase the 
centralisation of capital and their 
power – economically and politically.

They have their fi nancial advisers 
who receive commissions, bonuses, 

etc for advising clients on what and 
when to invest. They have insider 
knowledge, enabling them to buy 
up or sell early before information 
is released, although this is illegal. 
The stock exchange is one big casino. 
Hedge funds have the means to play 
havoc on markets.

Privatisation of the ASX put 
representatives of some of the very 
financial and other corporations 
that play the markets in control of 
it. The majority of ASX’s board of 
directors hold directorships in listed 
companies. Its chair David Gonski, 
who only joined the board in 2007, 
is on boards that include Westfi eld 
Holdings, Coca-Cola Amatil and 
Singapore Airlines. Other director-
ships held by board members include 
ANZ, Macquarie Group and Bank and 
National Australia Bank. The director-
ships and former employment of SGX 
board members read like a who’s who 
in the global fi nance sector.

The integrity of the operations of 
a stock market is paramount. The ASX 
itself and the Australian Securities 
and Investments Commission (ASIC) 
have the major responsibilities in 
ensuring the exchange’s compliance 
with regulations and the integrity of 
the system.

For example, the ASX monitors 
company directors trading in their 
own shares. According to Michael 
West (Sydney Morning Herald), in the 
fi rst quarter of 2010, a staggering 41.1 
percent of all directors’ trades were 
made during “blackout” periods - up 
20 percent on previous periods. “The 
blackout period is the time between 
a company ruling off its books and 
publicly announcing a result: a time 
every investor, availed of the best 
information, would choose to trade,” 
West noted.

Weak monitoring should not come 
as a surprise, as the ASX is a private 
corporation, owned and run by the big 
end of town. Foreign, private owner-
ship would add an extra dimension 
– with the owners further removed 
from the scene.
Part 2 next week: Brave new 
world of competition – what 
follows the takeover. 

Singapore Stock Exchange 
takeover of ASX
The importance of the ASX Part 1

Last year more than 200,000 people took part in the fi rst Go Home 
On Time Day. On November 24 this year it is hoped that even 
more people will register on www.gohomeontimeday.org.au as a 
protest against chronic overwork. The relentless drive towards 
greater productivity makes offi ce workers sick. Many are too busy 
to see a GP when they need it. Hours clocked up in the offi ce 
are an impediment to healthy living – people suffer from depres-
sion, have no time for exercise or relaxation, which may also 
lead to obesity and other medical conditions. Chronic overwork 
has become a creeping problem in Australia and compared to 
other countries with comparable living standards Australian work-
ers are much worse off. Fear of losing one’s job is also a factor. 

It did not take long for the Liberals to demand a national debate on 
nuclear power. Former advisor to John Howard and newly elected 
Liberal member Josh Frydenberg advocated the use of nuclear 
power as a way of achieving environmental sustainability. There 
is nothing wrong with a debate as such – the trouble is pushing 
for nuclear power often happens at the expense of other forms of 
renewable energy which are not debated or seriously considered. 
Science and technology are rapidly progressing and nuclear pow-
er is being superseded by safer and cleaner sources of energy.

Bribery and corruption in regards to Afghanistan reconstruc-
tion projects is wide-spread and endemic. An Australian 
building company with extensive interests in Afghanistan is 
at the centre of an international bribery investigation. The 
investigation focused on a manager who was recorded alleg-
edly soliciting a $190.000 bribe from an undercover agent.

Mr Howard’s memoirs, “Lazarus Rising” is being serialised in 
daily newspapers and various people are expressing their views 
both on the book and the author. It is clear that Mr Howard miss-
es his time in the powerful position of PM and is trying hard to 
get back into political life. His time in offi ce very much refl ected 
the person he is – ruthless, mean and unforgiving. It is doubtful 
that many of us would like to see his policies reincarnated – good 
riddance to bad rubbish is more to the point. The new Labor 
government would be well advised to root out what is left from 
the Howard era. As for the book – in a couple of months it will 
be in those bargain bins in second-hand bookshops. And that’s 
where the book, Howard’s ideas and the man himself belong.

Australia

The Bougainville Photoplay Project
An intimate performance that highlights the moral and ethical commitment binding Australians and the people of 

Bougainville (PNG) in the wake of a brutal civil war.

Writer, academic and performer Paul Dwyer retraces three journeys made by his father, Dr Allan Dwyer, a world-renowned 

orthopaedic surgeon, who visited Bougainville during the 1960s, healing dozens of crippled children. 

Family stories become entwined with the larger narrative of Australia’s colonial enterprise in the years following: the opening 

of the giant Panguna  copper mine, environmental devastation and Bougainvillean resistance, a war that cost the lives of up 

to 20,000 people.

Since 2004, Paul Dwyer has been making his own journeys to Bougainville, conducting research on the post-war 

reconciliation process and following the impact of those encounters between his father and the Bougainvillean children. This 

is politics and performance at its most personal.

Belvoir St Theatre 25 Belvoir St, Surry Hills

Season dates: 9–28 November

Performance times: Tuesday 6.30pm, Wednesday–Friday 8pm, Saturday 2pm & 8pm, Sunday 5pm.

Ticket prices: Adults $57, seniors (except Fri/Sat evenings) and groups of 10, $47, concessions $35.
Student rush: student rush $25 Tue 6.30pm and Sat 2pm. Available from 10am on the day (subject to availability).

Bookings (02) 9699 3444 or belvoir.com.au/bougainville

Sydney
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Paul Craig Roberts

My conservative and Republican 
acquaintances believe that the “liberal 
media” is destroying America. When I 
ask them to identify the liberal media, 
the usual reply is, “all of it!” I ask 
them about Fox “News”, CNN, and 
point out that the TV networks are no 
longer independent but parts of large 
corporate conglomerates and that all of 
the “liberal” news anchors have been 
fi red or died off.

At that point my acquaintances fall 
back on the New York Times and the 
Washington Post.

I remind them that the invasion of Iraq 
would not have been possible without the 
New York Times leading the way. Judith 
Miller fi lled that newspaper with the 
neoconservative/Bush regime propaganda 
that was orchestrated to make the public 
accept US aggression toward Iraq. The 
Times later sort of apologised and Miller 
departed the paper.

That left the Washington Post, appar-
ently long a CIA asset, as the “liberal 
media” that is destroying America, until on 
October 31 the paper’s long-time pundit, 
David Broder, wrote that Obama should 
spend the next two years disarming the 
Republicans and renewing the economy 
by orchestrating a showdown with Iran. 
Going to war with Iran, “the greatest threat 
to the world,” would simultaneously unite 
Republicans with Obama and restore the 
economy. By following Broder’s prescrip-
tion, Obama “will have made the world 
safer and may be regarded as one of the 
most successful presidents in history.”

Here we have the “liberal” Broder at 
the “liberal” Washington Post advocating 
the neoconservative’s desired war with Iran.

The irony deepens. My acquaintances 
regard Obama as a Marxist and a Muslim. 
It does not occur to my acquaintances that 
the military/security complex and Wall 
Street would not put a Marxist in the White 
House. Or that AIPAC [the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee] would 
not put a Muslim in the White House, or 
that a Muslim would not have chosen a 
dual Israeli citizen as his chief of staff and 
staffed up his government with Jews friend-
ly to Israel, or that a Muslim would not 
have renewed the war in Afghanistan and 
started new ones in Pakistan and Yemen, or 
that, if a Muslim, Obama would be averse 
to slaughtering Muslims on behalf of the 
neocons’ world hegemony agenda.

Chris Hedges writes in Truthdig: 
“The American left is a phantom. It 

is conjured up by the right wing to tag 
Barack Obama as a socialist and used by 
the liberal class to justify its complacency 
and lethargy. It diverts attention from cor-
porate power. It perpetuates the myth of a 
democratic system that is infl uenced by the 
votes of citizens, political platforms and 
the work of legislators. It keeps the world 
neatly divided into a left and a right. The 
phantom left functions as a convenient 
scapegoat. The right wing blames it for 
moral degeneration and fi scal chaos. The 
liberal class uses it to call for ‘moderation.’

“The corporations that control mass 
communications conjure up the phantom 
of a left. They blame the phantom for 
our debacle. And they get us to speak in 
absurdities.”

But that’s America. The people simply 
cannot put two and two together.

Consider the latest bomb scare initially 
blamed on a young pro-American female 
student in Yemen who luckily was released. 
Allegedly, bombs disguised as printer ink 
modules passed through lax cargo security 
and were on their way to blow up some-
thing. Everyone immediately endorsed 
the story. UPS pilots urged US offi cials 
to tighten cargo screening worldwide. The 
US has sent a team into Yemen to take 
over security.

Somehow the security services that 
were unable to foil the 9/11 plot were able 
to penetrate this plot before it succeeded.

Consider the time lines of the foiled 

plot. British Airways chairman Martin 
Broughton and other European offi cials 
recently accused the US of making inane 
demands on airport passengers, such as 
removing their shoes and separate exami-
nations of laptop computers. Broughton 
even declared: “Europe should not have to 
kowtow to the Americans every time they 
want something done to beef up security 
on US bound fl ights.”

The owner of London’s Heathrow 
Airport agreed. The European Union 
has challenged the US requirement for 
European passengers to have online checks 
before boarding fl ights bound for the US, 
declaring the requirement a “burdensome 
measure”.

Miraculously, a plot is exposed 
that brands British Airways, London’s 
Heathrow, and the EU as “soft on terror-
ism security”.

Or what about this motive? The Obama 
regime wants to send CIA hunter-killer 
teams into Yemen to murder people sus-
pected of hostility to America. CIA drones 
would be used to blow up suspects despite 
the proven fact that the CIA drones used in 
Afghanistan and in violation of Pakistan’s 
sovereignty mainly kill innocent people.

Yemen’s President, Ali Abdullah Saleh 
said that he opposes America’s violation 
of his country’s sovereignty, but, alas, it 
was the Yemeni President’s lax air cargo 
security that let the bombs through. So 
his protests, too, are discredited by the lax 
security that enabled the printer ink plot. 
Unless US forces are in Yemen eliminating 
terrorists, the world is not safe.

Americans never ask the old Roman 
question, “Who benefi ts?”

Consider, for example, the “underwear 
bomber”. How likely is it that, Al Qaida 
allegedly having successfully outwitted all 
16 US intelligence agencies, the National 
Security Council, NORAD, airport security, 
the Pentagon, and the security agencies of 
all US allies including Israel and brought 
down the World Trade Towers. Also suc-
cessfully attacked the Pentagon itself, 
would choose as a sequel blowing up a 
mere airliner with an underwear bomb, 
a shoe bomb, and a shampoo/toothpaste/
underarm deodorant bomb? Having 
acquired the stature associated with 9/11, 
blowing up an airliner is a big comedown 
in prestige. It conveys the image of a 
washed-up Al Qaida.

Again, who benefi ts? The most obvious 
benefi ciary of the underwear bomber is 
the corporation that manufactures the full 
body scanners that show people as if they 
are naked. Obviously, the machines were 
already produced and awaiting a contract. 
Without the underwear bomber and the 
hype and fear the media generated over the 
new threat, it is unlikely the government 
could have succeeded with such massive 
violation of personal privacy.

It would be interesting to know what 
company manufactures the body scanners 
and what its relationship is to the US and 
Israeli governments. But these questions 
never occur to the “liberal media”.

As a member of the Congressional 
staff during the 1970s, both House and 
Senate and committee and member staffs, 
I learned that except for rare occurrences, 
the legislation that Congress passes and the 
President signs is written either by execu-
tive agencies or by lobbyists. Congress did 
not write the PATRIOT Act. It was written 
in advance of 9/11 awaiting its opportunity. 
President Bush’s National Security Advisor, 
Condi Rice, is on record saying that no one 
ever suspected such an event as 9/11 with 
terrorists using hijacked airliners as mis-
siles against the World Trade Centre and 
Pentagon. Why then was the voluminous 
PATRIOT Act sitting waiting?

Whose crystal ball read the future and 
had the PATRIOT Act drafted in advance?

Whose crystal ball foresaw the under-
wear bomber and had the full body scanners 
ready to be deployed?

Are these amazing coincidences or 
orchestrated events?
Information Clearing House 

Who has the crystal ball?

The most obvious beneficiary of the underwear bomber is the corporation 
that manufactures the full body scanners.

Allegedly, bombs disguised as printer 
ink modules passed through lax cargo 
security and were on their way to blow 
up something. Everyone immediately 
endorsed the story. UPS pilots urged 
US officials to tighten cargo screening 
worldwide. The US has sent a team into 
Yemen to take over security.
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John Pilger

Rise like lions after slumber
In unvanquishable number.
Shake your chains to earth like dew.
Which in sleep has fallen on you.
Ye are many – they are few.

These days, the stirring lines of Percy 
Shelley’s The Mask of Anarchy may seem 
unattainable. I don’t think so. Shelley was 
both a Romantic and political truth-teller. 
His words resonate now because only one 
political course is left to those who are dis-
enfranchised and whose ruin is announced 
on a government spread sheet.

Born of the “never again” spirit of 1945, 
social democracy in Britain has surrendered 
to an extreme political cult of money worship. 
This reached its apogee when £1 trillion of 
public money was handed unconditionally to 
corrupt banks by a Labour government whose 
leader, Gordon Brown, had previously described 
“fi nanciers” as the nation’s “great example” and 
his personal “inspiration”.

This is not to say Parliamentary politics is 
meaningless. They have one meaning now: the 
replacement of democracy by a business plan 
for every human activity, every dream, every 
decency, every hope, every child born. The old 
myths of British rectitude, imperial in origin, 
provided false comfort while the Blair gang, 
assisted by venal MPs, fi nished Thatcher’s 
work and built the foundation of the present 
“coalition”.

This is led by a former PR man for an asset 
stripper and by a bagman who will inherit his 
knighthood and the tax-avoided fortune of his 
father, the 17th Baronet of Ballentaylor. David 
Cameron and George Osborne are essentially 
fossilised spivs who, in colonial times, would 
have been sent by their daddies to claim foreign 
terrain and plunder.

Today, they are claiming 21st century 
Britain and imposing their vicious, antique 
ideology, albeit served as economic snake oil. 
Their designs have nothing to do with a “defi cit 
crisis”. A defi cit of 10 percent is not remotely a 
crisis. When Britain was offi cially bankrupt at 
the end of the Second World War, the govern-
ment built its greatest public institutions, such 
as the National Health Service and the great arts 
edifi ces of London’s South Bank.

There is no economic rationale for the 
assault described cravenly by the BBC as a 
“public spending review”. The debt is exclu-
sively the responsibility of those who incurred it, 
the super-rich and the gamblers. However, that’s 
beside the point. What is happening in Britain 
is the seizure of an opportunity to destroy the 
tenuous humanity of the modern state. It is a 
coup, a “shock doctrine” as applied to Pinochet’s 
Chile and Yeltsin’s Russia.

In Britain, there is no need for tanks in 
the streets. In its managerial indifference to 
the freedoms it is said to hold dear, bourgeois 
Britain has allowed parliament to create a sur-
veillance state with 3,000 new criminal offences 
and laws: more than for the whole of the previ-
ous century. Powers of arrest and detention have 

never been greater. The police have the impunity 
to kill; asylum seekers can be “restrained” to 
death on commercial fl ights and should fellow 
passengers object, anti-terrorism laws will deal 
with them. Abroad, British militarism colludes 
with torturers and death squads.

The playwright Athol Fugard is right. With 
Harold Pinter gone, no acclaimed writer or artist 
dare depart from their well remunerated van-
ity. With so much in need of saying, they have 
nothing to say. Liberalism, the vainest ideology, 
has hauled up its ladder. The chief opportun-
ist, Nick Clegg, leader of the minority Liberal 
Democrats, gave no electoral hint of his odious 
faction’s compliance with the dismantling of 
much of British post-war society.

The theft of £83 billion in jobs and services 
matches almost exactly the amount of tax legally 
avoided by piratical corporations like Rupert 
Murdoch’s. Without fanfare, the super-rich have 
been assured they can dodge £40 billion in tax 
payments in the secrecy of Swiss banks. The 
day this was sewn up, Osborne attacked those 
who “cheat” the welfare system. He omitted 
the real amount lost, a minuscule £0.5 billion, 
and that £10.5 billion in benefi t payments 
were not claimed at all. The Labour Party is 
his silent partner.

The propaganda arm in the press and broad-
casting dutifully presents this as unfortunate but 
necessary. Mark how the fi refi ghters’ action is 
“covered”. On Channel 4 News, following an 
item that portrayed modest, courageous public 
servants as basically reckless, the presenter Jon 
Snow demanded that the leaders of the London 
Fire Authority and the Fire Brigades Union go 
straight from the studio and “mediate” now, this 
minute. “I’ll get the taxis!” he declared. Forget 
the thousands of jobs that are to be eliminated 
from the fi re service and the public danger 
beyond Bonfi re Night. Knock their jolly heads 
together. “Good stuff!” said the presenter.

Ken Loach’s 1980s documentary series, 
Questions of Leadership, opens with a sequence 
of earnest young trade unionists on platforms, 
exhorting the masses. They are then shown 
older, fl orid, self-satisfi ed and fi nally adorned 
in the ermine of the House of Lords. Once, at a 
Durham Miners’ Gala, I asked Tony Woodley, 
now the joint general secretary of Unite, “Isn’t 
the problem the clockwork collaboration of the 
union leadership?”

He almost agreed, implying that the rise 
of bloods like himself would change that. The 
British Airways’ cabin crew strike, over which 
Woodley presides, is said to have made gains. 
Has it? And why haven’t the British unions 
risen as one against totalitarian laws that place 
free trade unionism in a vice?

The BA workers, the fi refi ghters, the council 
workers, the post offi ce workers, the NHS work-
ers, the London Underground staff, the teachers, 
the lecturers, the students can more than match 
the French if they are resolute and imaginative, 
forging, with the wider social justice movement, 
potentially the greatest popular resistance ever. 
Look at the web; and listen to the public’s sup-
port at fi re stations. There is no other way now. 
Direct action. Civil disobedience. Unerring. 
Read Shelley and do it.
Information Clearing House 

The party game is over
Stand and fight

Let’s have poems
blood-red in colour

ringing like damn bells.

Poems
that tear at the oppressor’s face

and smash his grip.

Poems that awaken man:
Life not death

Hope not despair
Dawn not dusk

New not old
Struggle not submission.

Poet
let the people know

that dreams can become
reality.

A N C Kumalo
South Africa 

On Channel 4 News, courageous firefighters were basically portrayed as reckless.

In Britain, there is no need for tanks in the streets. 
In its managerial indifference to the freedoms it is said to 
hold dear, bourgeois Britain has allowed parliament to create a 
surveillance state with 3,000 new criminal offences and laws: 
more than for the whole of the previous century. 
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Scott Marshall

Now that I have your attention, 
no this is not my slogan. It was/is 
the slogan of the tea baggers, the 
Republicans and the corporate far 
right. And it did play a big role 
in killing us in the 2010 elections.

“Defi cit spending is killing jobs 
and the economy,” they screamed. 
Let’s face it: it worked for the right. 
It doesn’t have to be true. It doesn’t 
have to make economic sense. But it 
did give millions of people, includ-
ing working-class people, a simple 
sloganeered way of understanding 
the crisis.

It’s also true that millions did not 
buy the defi cit argument. Millions 
of working people, particularly 
union members who listened to their 
unions, rejected it. Still, if you not 
only count those who voted for the 
defi cit hawk candidates, but also 
those who stayed home, then it’s 
clear that the defi cit hawks won the 
argument.

Some of the arguments oft 
repeated in the election battles 
against the “defi cits are killing us” 
line plainly don’t work. “The tea 
baggers are nuts,” didn’t work with 
too many who were concerned or 
confused about the defi cit. Three par-
agraph long explanations of stimulus 
and Keynesian theory didn’t work. 
Changing the subject and talking 
about jobs, jobs, jobs didn’t work. 
Citing the work of dozens of award 
winning economist who valiantly 
fought the defi cit hawk ideas and 
promoted stimulus didn’t work either.

My main point is that the left and 
progressive forces failed to come 
up with a convincing narrative to 
counter the defi cit argument. Counter 
narratives are always hard. For nar-
ratives to be useful they can’t be 
too defensive, and they can’t be too 
complicated. And narratives are more 
than slogans – more like a series of 
linked slogans that relate, but can all 
stand on their own: like “defi cits are 
killing us” and “heaping debt on our 
children” and “just like you have to 
balance your family budget.”

Program is at the heart of a useful 
narrative. Left and progressive forces 
have a basic economic program for 
the crisis. Public works and stimulus 

to put people back to work. Invest in 
green energy and production infra-
structure. Invest in education and 
training. Restore the pre-Bush tax 
rates on the rich. Close corporate tax 
loopholes on foreign investment and 
profi ts and enact a stock transaction 
and speculation tax. Fight for relief 
for the unemployed and the poor, 
with special measures for the com-
munities of colour hardest hit by the 
economic crisis. Stop foreclosures 
and evictions. Enact the Employee 
Free Choice Act and labour law 
reform so workers can raise their liv-
ing standards and economic growth. 
These are all elements.

Of course, some are going to look 
at the current balance of power in 
Congress and argue that none of this 
is possible now. Still, like the tea bag-
gers and their corporate sponsors after 
President Obama’s election, we have 
to fi ght to popularise our program. 
We have to fi ght for a broader united 
movement, maybe along the lines of 
the One Nation effort, only broader.

But most of all we have to build 
grassroots activism around this 
kind of program. Labor has already 
signalled this direction in response 
to the election. African American, 
Latino, women, youth, seniors, 
LGBT, peace, green and immigrant 
rights movements and the unem-
ployed are also responding this way.

It is out of specifi c struggles on 
the ground, in communities and work 
places that a convincing narrative 
will develop. In particular we have 
to dig into the immediate impact of 
the crisis on working-class people. 
Stuff like unemployed- and union-led 
demonstrations for implementing 
President Obama’s infrastructure 
plans for high speed rail and airport 
modernisation – not in general but 
in our own specifi c communities – to 
put people to work.

Critical to this exact moment is 
that unemployment compensation 
extension funding will run out in a 
few weeks for millions. We need a 
loud and angry narrative and action 
for continued funding.

It is in struggle that ideas and 
narratives become the property of 
millions and a material force for 
change. We have to start somewhere 
and we have to start now. 

Pakistan: World’s richest 
countries are failing victims
Joel Wendland

Pakistanis continue to face 
humanitarian hardships and large 
portions of the country’s southern 
province of Sindh remain under 
water three months after severe 
flooding displaced millions, a 
humanitarian aid group has 
reported.

According to Oxfam, more than 
a million people in the most affect-
ed region of Sindh are displaced, 
their homes damaged or destroyed. 
Tens of thousands of families, who 
had sheltered in schools and other 
buildings, are now being newly-
displaced as schools re-open. Large 
areas of land are still under water 
and some communities remain sur-
rounded by fl ood waters.

The remaining water threatens 
the effectiveness of the global aid 
effort, and government offi cials are 
predicting the water may not recede 
for six months.

Hidayat Siyal will not be able 
to return to her village in Bubak 
Union Council, Sindh, for months 
because of the water. She is stay-
ing at a relief camp in Jamshoro 
district.

“We are unemployed and have 
no money. Normally, we farm on 

our landlord’s land and have got 
heavily into debt,” she said. “It will 
take at least a year and a half before 
we can harvest. We should grow 
wheat next; but it is impossible to 
plant because of the fl oods. We are 
facing huge losses.”

Oxfam also reported that inter-
national aid, amounting to only 
US$1.7 billion in pledges, or little 
more than US$40 per person, has 
been drying up. Meanwhile, reports 
of disease and malnutrition are on 
the rise.

There have already been 99 
confi rmed cases of cholera since 
the start of the fl oods. According to 
the United Nations, 10 million peo-
ple are in need of immediate food 
assistance. The funding shortfall is 
so serious that existing regular food 
rations to 3.5 million people could 
be in jeopardy.

Mohamad Razi, 19, who is 
staying in a relief camp, said, “It’s 
too fl ooded to go back home. The 
water is six feet high. No one 
will be able to plant anything. We 
should be planting next month, but 
we will have to wait a year.”

The fl ood will harm his liveli-
hood for years to come, he said. 
He bought a tractor on credit 
and should pay back the loans in 

monthly instalments. “I was hop-
ing to make repayments after the 
harvest; but our crops were ruined 
and we won’t be able to farm for 
quite a long time Maybe they will 
re-possess our tractor. It’s a big 
disaster.”

“The crisis is far from over. 
Parts of southern Sindh, the worst-
hit area, still remain a disaster zone. 
When the world’s attention was 
focused on Pakistan’s fl ood victims 
there was a chance of seeing sub-
stantial aid being delivered,” said 
Neva Khan, Oxfam’s director in 
Pakistan. “But as the worst of the 
fl ood waters have receded so has 
the promise of signifi cant funding.”

“The UN emergency appeal is 
less than 40 percent funded. Many 
of the world’s richest countries are 
failing the fl ood victims, who are 
amongst the poorest and most vul-
nerable in the world.”

Across the country nearly two 
million homes are damaged or 
destroyed and seven million peo-
ple do not have adequate shelter. 
With winter a few weeks away, 
there are fears that malnutrition 
rates, pneumonia and other res-
piratory infections will sharply 
increase.
People’s World 

Deficits are killing us

NZ rail workers win 
historic agreement
Railway workers in New Zealand 
brokered a ground-breaking 
settlement last week, uniting 
them under a single agreement. 
The workers, represented by the 
ITF-affi liated Rail and Maritime 
Transport Union (RMTU), reached 
the agreement on November 2. As 
Wayne Butson, RMTU general 
secretary, explained, a “best of 
the best” methodology was used 
to combine four existing collective 
agreements, with the highest rates 
from previous agreements forming 
the new rate for the job within the 
business.

Speaking on the day the agree-
ment was reached, Butson said: “In 
2002 rail workers’ employment was 
outsourced to several different com-
panies by a desperate-for-money 
Tranz Rail. Today is an exciting 
day for the more than 3,600 work-
ers who are now fi nally back on 
the same core terms and condi-
tions within the same collective 
agreement.”

A minimum increase of two 
percent was negotiated for all work-
ers, with some workers getting up 
to 5.8 per cent.

Rail is an essential industry 
for New Zealand, and as oil prices 
increase over time, rail’s contribu-
tion to the national transport supply 
chain will become increasingly 
important.

“Well trained and well paid 
rail workers are the cornerstone of 
this, and we are celebrating today’s 
agreement which unites the rail 
workforce.”

The union believes that “a 
path back from privatisation” has 
been created, with New Zealand 
becoming the “case study”. Butson 
concluded: “The true cost of the 
settlement though is to the New 
Zealand tax payer who now has to 
bear the very real cost of rebuild-
ing the railway after the privateers 
allowed the asset to fall into neglect 
and took the easy cash gains.” 

Perth

• Rally for Humaneness

• Stop the indiscriminate use of Tasers by Police

• No zero tolerance behaviours by Police 

• Mediate – First Do No Harm (Primum Non Nocere)

•  No more deaths in custody – Australia has one of the world’s worst records

• Justice for all

Saturday, November 13, noon to 1pm Wesley Centre, William St, Perth City

Our unfolding human rights language needs us to rise up and demand a civil and just society.
SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

Dennis Eggington – CEO of the Aboriginal Legal Services

Suresh Rajan – former President of the Ethnic Communities Council WA

Dr William Hayward – President of The Aboriginal Party

Glenn Moore – Leader of The Aboriginal Party

Marianne Mackay – Deputy Chair of The Deaths in Custody Watch Committee 

Gerry Georgatos (MC) – Human Rights Alliance

There shall be two other speakers, pending confirmation – a victim of police misuse of Tasers, and a former Police Officer

The Human Rights Alliance
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Sheldon Richman

The US government and main-
stream media continue to play 
dumb about threats to Americans 
from the “Muslim world”. After 
two Chicago-bound packages of 
explosive materials originating in 
Yemen were [allegedly] found in 
England and Dubai, White House 
homeland security and counterter-
rorism advisor John Brennan said, 
“We are trying to understand who 
is behind it....” 

President Obama added, “We will 
continue to pursue additional protec-
tive measures for as long as it takes to 
ensure the safety and security of our 
citizens. I’ve also directed that we 
spare no effort in investigating the ori-
gins of these suspicious packages....”

Those statements are disingenu-
ous. We already know who – more 
precisely, what – is behind the attempt 
to perhaps blow up airplanes with the 
explosives. We understand – or should 
understand – the origins of such ter-
rorism. And despite his words, the 
president steadfastly refuses to pursue 
the best protective measure to keep 
Americans safe. 

What’s behind it all is the US 
empire’s intervention in the Muslim 
world. Specifi cally, US forces have 
been conducting a covert war on the 
people of Yemen for almost 10 years. 
In that light it is not so diffi cult to 
fathom why Yemenis might want to 
hurt Americans.

“US Special Forces, warplanes 
and killer drones have been active 
since 2001, assassinating Yemeni 
militants and anti-government tribal 
leaders,” writes Eric Margolis, a 

reporter long familiar with Yemen 
and the wider region. “It was only a 
matter of time before Yemeni jihadists 
struck back at the US.” 

Once again, conceited American 
offi cials have blundered into civil 
war in a desperately poor Muslim 
country, this time backing a military 
dictatorship hated by Shi’ite Muslims 
and local tribesmen. 

In December a Nigerian Muslim 
who spent time in Yemen tried to blow 
up an airliner over Detroit. Margolis 
notes, “Just before the Detroit 
air incident, US warplanes killed 
50–100 Houthi tribesmen fi ghting the 
American-backed regime.” 

Besides warplanes the Obama 
administration is also using that 
weapon of choice, the unmanned 
drone, from which operators sitting 
safety in the United States shoot 
deadly Hellfi re missiles at Yemeni vil-
lages. That has not exactly endeared 
the United States to the Yemenis. “I 
wish I had a weapon that could reach 
that aircraft,” one tribesman said. In 
the eastern part of the country, people 
hear drones overhead for hours every 
day. “Now children and women are 
terrifi ed and can’t sleep.... People are 
haunted. They expect the next strike 
to hit the innocent and not the fugi-
tives” a man told Reuters. He spoke 
after an attack in May in which “an 
errant air raid targeting al-Qaida 
killed fi ve people, among them Jaber 
al-Shabwani, the province’s deputy 
governor who was mediating between 
the government and the militants.” 
The report continued, “The killing 
so angered Shabwani’s tribesmen that 
in the subsequent weeks they fought 
heavily with government security 

forces, twice attacking a major oil 
pipeline in Maarib.”

That is what US policy in the 
Muslim world yields every time. 
Yes, Margolis reports, “The most 
prominent Yemeni militant group is 
al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP), a fusion of local Yemeni 
and Saudi jihadists dedicated to 
overthrowing the Saudi monarchy and 
Yemeni military regime and replacing 
them with an Islamic government. 
AQAP numbers around 100–200 core 
members, with thousands of support-
ers.” However, “It is not an organic 
part of Osama bin Laden’s group but, 
like similar al-Qaida franchises in 
Iraq, North Africa, Somalia, and West 
Africa, a like-minded local revolution-
ary group” (emphasis added).

In other words, al-Qaida wan-
nabes are popping up wherever the 
American regime intervenes. Their 
militancy is not motivated by religion 
or a hatred of Americans’ way of life 
but by a desire for revenge for the 
US’s cruel invasions, occupations, 
bombings, assassinations, and torture.

Robert Pape of the University of 
Chicago, who has studied suicide ter-
rorism more thoroughly than anyone, 
concludes, “More than 95 percent of 
all suicide attacks are in response to 
foreign occupation.... The vast major-
ity of suicide terrorists hail from the 
local region threatened by foreign 
troops....” The motivation for shipping 
explosives is not likely to be different.

Contrary to Barack Obama, the 
best way to protect ourselves from 
militant Yemenis is to get out of their 
country.
Information Clearing House 

DR CONGO: The gathering on October 14-17 of the World 
March of Women in Bukavu, in eastern Democraitic Republic 
of Congo, was a “singular experience of popular diplomacy and 
international solidarity”, according to rebelion.org. Dealing with 
the region’s epidemic of anti-women violence, thousands of 
women from 48 countries, including 900 from the DRC, held pan-
el discussions, demonstrated in the city’s streets and heard from 
public offi cials. They travelled four hours to Mwenga to commem-
orate the horror of women buried alive there in 1998. Participants 
inveighed against mercenary troops, particularly Rwandan 
soldiers using rape as a weapon of war, that aim to seize under-
ground mineral wealth. In mid-September, the United Nations 
Security Council urged the DRC to clamp down on perpetrators.

IRAN: Ali Asghar Soltanieh, Iran’s ambassador to the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, told that agency on 
November 1 that his country would never make the “strate-
gic mistake” of building nuclear bombs. He said Iran, unable 
to match the nuclear weaponry of nuclear-armed powers, is 
“as strong as those countries without nuclear weapons.” A 
few days earlier, Iran had indicated readiness to restart nego-
tiations with the major powers over its nuclear program.

RUSSIA: The Russian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs 
seeks to modify the Russian Federation Labour Code, in effect 
since 2002, that contains Soviet-era worker protection measures. 
Russian news outlets reported that on November 1 the employer 
group called for return of the 60-hour work week and fi xed-term 
labour contracts. Company owners want freedom to fi re employ-
ees on short notice and hold back on study leave allowances. 
Supporters say new rules would provide legal cover for work-
ers already holding down two jobs. The chairperson of the State 
Duma Committee for Labour and Social Politics discounted 
chances that the proposed package would become law, partic-
ularly because Russia would lose competitive advantage over 
countries “not willing to make farm animals of their employees”.

VENEZUELA: President Hugo Chávez recently announced 
the nationalisation of the Sidetur steel company, manufac-
turer of materials used in construction of homes, bridges, 
and infrastructure. The state will also take over 14 housing 
developments, some under construction and others ready 
for occupation. Sidetur, operator of six manufacturing plants 
and multiple scrap-metal centres, is accused of manipulat-
ing the pricing of construction material. Venezuelanalysis.com 
reports that Sidetur’s inability to guarantee delivery of prod-
ucts has interfered with planning. The government’s action is in 
line with its prioritisation of new housing and its efforts “to cre-
ate a national construction industry.” Venezuela’s largest steel 
manufacturer Sidor was nationalised in 2009. Sidetur work-
ers reportedly favour their company’s expropriation, not least 
because they see an opening for worker control of production.

Global Briefs

US covert war provokes 
terrorism in Yemen

Landmark victory for workers 
at Kiryung Electronics
The Korean Metal Workers’ Union 
(KMWU) secured a signifi cant 
victory for precarious workers in 
Korea in an agreement reached 
with Kiryung Electronics on 
November 1.

The precariously employed 
women workers at Kiryung 
Electronics formed a union at the 
factory in Seoul in July 2005. Then, 
in August 2005, the KMWU mem-
bers started a strike when the com-
pany failed to directly employ and 
instead sacked the dispatch workers 
that the company claimed were 
sub-contracted.

In the agreement reached 
on November 1, the company 
promised to hire the remaining 
10 union members on strike at 
Kiryung Electronics into permanent 

positions. Both sides have agreed to 
withdraw lawsuits fi led on the case, 
with the workers ending their sit-
down strike on the same day.

The agreement is particularly 
signifi cant as it is the fi rst time in 
South Korea that an employer has 
agreed to directly hire dismissed 
irregular workers into permanent 
positions.

This is a second major victory 
for precarious workers and the 
KMWU this year, having pursued 
a strategy of organising precarious 
workers over a number of years. 
Earlier, in July, the country’s 
Supreme Court ruled in favour of 
an irregular worker at Hyundai 
Motors, who was dismissed in 
February 2005 for union-related 
activities while working for an 

in-house subcontractor at Hyundai’s 
Ulsan factory since 2002.

The situation faced by the 
workers at Kiryung Electronics 
and the workers at the Hyundai 
Ulsan factory are included in a 
complaint that KMWU, lodged to 
the ILO Committee on Freedom of 
Association in 2006, documenting 
how illegal and disguised employ-
ment relationships are routinely 
used in Korea to prevent workers 
from forming unions and bargain-
ing collectively, in violation of 
the ILO convention on freedom of 
association. The ILO gave recom-
mendations in favour of the work-
ers in 2008 and 2009 that so far 
have been ignored by the Korean 
government. 
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Chaos, capital 
and crisis
The chaos and innate ludicrousness of 
capitalism seems to get exposed more and 
more frequently these days than ever before. 
That may be only an illusion, of course: it 
may be that the mass media are simply more 
effi cient than previously so we hear about 
more of these blunders and missteps than 
we used to. Possibly.

No, I don’t believe it either. 
As the world turns away from capitalism, as 

its failings as a system become more exposed 
and its inadequacies more glaring, matters 
that were once reported only in boardrooms 
and the more discrete columns of the fi nancial 
press are now more frequently canvassed in the 
mainstream media.

Sometimes the reports are brief, hopefully 
to be overlooked, like the one paragraph report 
at the beginning of the month on the activities 
so far of the trustee overseeing the bankruptcy 
of fi nancier Bernard Madoff’s investment 
empire (if a Ponzi scheme can be called any 
sort of empire).

The trustee, Irving Picard, reported that 
he had spent almost US$27 million between 
March and September this year while recover-
ing a piddling US$850,000 for the unfortunate 
people taken in by Madoff.

You see how clever the system is? Even 
when a bank or an investment house goes belly 
up, there are still plenty of opportunities for 
accounting fi rms and other capitalist experts 
to make a healthy profi t cleaning up the mess.

And some people say capitalism doesn’t 
work! 

Also at the beginning of this month, in a 
move that will do nothing to endear the Obama 
Administration to the USA’s corporate moguls, 
the US government intervened in a court case 
challenging the right of sections of the US 
“biotechnology industry” to patent human genes.

The very idea should be repulsive to civi-
lised people, for the genes in question on this 
occasion are linked to hereditary breast and 
ovarian cancer. But if they lead to a cure, then 
whoever controls their patents stands to make 
a fortune.

It’s all part of making science and medicine 
marketable commodities. The patent that is being 
challenged, by the American Civil Liberties 
Union and the Public Patent Foundation (and 
now the US government too), is held by Myriad 
Genetics of Salt Lake City, Utah.

Myriad markets a test for detecting breast 
cancer, but under capitalism, its “ownership” 
of the gene patent effectively prevents any 
other researchers from developing alternative 
or better tests.

By hopping in early and fi ling a patent claim 
on a human gene in the hope that it will prove 
a gold mine in the future, biotech companies 
are trying to hold the people of the world to 
ransom: “Pay us what we want or you won’t be 
allowed to cure or even treat some of the worst 
diseases affecting humanity.”

No, it’s not inhuman. It’s just business. It’s 
capitalism doing what it specialises in: cornering 
the market and soaking the consumers for the 
maximum profi t.

Under Obama’s predecessor, the cabal of oil 
company executives, arms manufacturers and 
rip-off merchants that comprised the George 
W Bush administration, the US government 
enthusiastically supported the position of the 
biotech industry: if you could make money from 
it, then it had to be a legitimate business activity.

It has been said before by many com-
mentators: the USA is a very unusual country. 
It has many of the world’s leading scientists 
and engineers, yet it also is probably the most 
superstitious country on Earth. Daffy religions 
and rejection of science abound there.

Two years ago, Obama was elected President 
on a popular platform in which a national health 
care scheme was the centrepiece. And yet, 
the Republicans have just won the mid-term 
Congressional elections on a platform oppos-
ing health care.

Unregulated private enterprise led the 
country (and the world) into a massive fi nancial 
crisis that was only stemmed by hefty govern-
ment intervention. And yet, the key slogan of 
the successful Republicans was less government 
regulation, not more.

The capitalist ruling class in the US has done 
a remarkable job of brainwashing the country’s 
population to the effect that anything emanating 
from the State is bad; only private initiatives 
are good. All the evidence clearly points to the 
contrary, but with such tight control over the 
mass media, that’s not a message that is going 
to get wide exposure.

The US elections – whether Presidential or 
Congressional – are given tremendous ballyhoo 
by the capitalist media, to maintain the fi ction 
that their system is in fact democratic. But it 
is far from democratic. It is far from refl ecting 
the genuine will of the people.

The near impossibility of getting alternative 
parties onto the ballot, the huge amounts of 
money expended on campaigns excluding all 

but those with very deep pockets from running, 
and the crucial fact that voting is voluntary in a 
country where the ruling class uses every means 
possible to discourage people from voting, are 
just a few of the obstacles in the way of US 
democracy.

From the blatant ballot-rigging of George 
W Bush and the “stolen election” to the subtle 
encouragement of “what’s the use?” sentiments, 
the US capitalist class and its assorted allies – 
religious, racist, neo-fascist, etc – work hard to 
convince the American people that they live in 
the best country on Earth and there is nothing 
they can do to change it!

And yet, that capitalist country is falling 
apart around them, sinking into physical and 
economic decay, while it struggles to survive 
on borrowed wealth. It is not a formula for 
long-term success, or even survival.

Despite capitalism’s control of the US 
mass media, the visual evidence of the coun-
try’s decline is evident everywhere, in its 
urban desolation, its ruined infrastructure, its 
terrible crime rate, its myriad trailer parks in 
lieu of proper housing, its homelessness and 
poverty, the large the numbers who rely on 
food stamps to live, the rising tide of illiteracy 
in what is supposed to be the richest country 
on Earth.

Capitalism has no solutions for the crises 
that now beset it. Already, almost half the world 
has turned away from capitalism, seeking solu-
tions on the Left.

That can only bode well for the future of 
humanity and the planet. 

Letters / Culture & Life

Peace Prize and 
billions on war

According to latest reports the 
USA is spending US$8 billion to 
expand its military base in Guam 
(so as to keep China in its sights), 
and another US$60 billion goes to 
Saudi Arabia for military purposes.

That is not to mention billions of 
dollars wasted in Afghanistan, Iraq 
and everywhere else. All this is hap-
pening while the American people are 
carrying the economic and fi nancial 
burden imposed by the previous and 
present governments.

And another thing – the Nobel 
Peace Prize was given to Barack 
Obama last year. Many were surprised 
but expressed hope that it would count 
towards future peace initiatives. A pre-
emptive prize, so to speak. That was 
not to be. I think the Nobel committee 
should really stop playing politics and 
get back a bit of respect which has 
been lost in recent years.

Mati English
Sydney

Panel show missed 
main points
The ABC’s Q & A came to Perth 
on November 1. There were 268 
people in the audience to listen 
to the panel of six. The program 
describes itself as an “Adventure 
in Democracy”. The last adventure 
in democracy was led by the 
Athenian, Solon. The guests on this 
Perth Q & A were Greens Rachel 
Siewert, Premier Colin Barnett, 
Labor’s Stephen Smith, the 
Liberal’s Julie Bishop, Fortescue’s 
Twiggy Forrest and Aboriginal 
business advocate Tony Wiltshire.

Topics raised included WA’s 
wealth, its GST tussle with the 
Commonwealth, the mining tax, the 
proposed Kimberley Gas Hub and the 
argument that a compulsory acquisi-
tion process is underway, Aboriginal 
disadvantage, asylum seekers and 
detention centres.

No one on the panel described the 
extent of WA’s wealth in comparison 
to the rest of Australia nor develop-
ment in ratio to a needs basis. No 
one had the capacity to describe the 
economic and social damage to WA 
from the current rates of appropriation 
of resources to create WA’s contem-
porary wealth.

No one described the Kimberley 
Gas Hub proposal and its extrapola-
tion into further surrounding mining 
of other minerals, ores and uranium in 
terms of direct and indirect effects on 
the Kimberley and in the mapping of 
communities. No-one spoke out that 

the major benefactor of the proposal 
is Woodside rather than WA.

Contextually Aboriginal peoples 
have rarely signifi cantly benefi ted 
from these developments. Quite the 
contrary. No one discussed why we 
continue to neglect infrastructure 
funding to Aboriginal communities. 
Other than note Aboriginal dispar-
ity, no-one explained why they have 
delivered piecemeal pseudo solutions 
at a snail like pace to Aboriginal 
Australians. No one understood that 
our economy does not need the gas, 
nor the jobs from the Woodside pro-
posal nor will such a site lower or 
stabilise current gas prices. Economics 
does not thrive merely on supply and 
demand.

Though Barnett tried, no-one 
properly explained Native Title, nor 
the legal rights of the Kimberley 
Aboriginal peoples. No-one properly 
addressed Aboriginal employment 
issues. The promise of Aboriginal 
jobs at the discretion of philanthropy 
was appallingly misdirected. No-one 
should be at the discretion of philan-
thropy. This is always a recipe for 
disaster.

The mining tax was not explained; 
rather we heard the usual nonsensical 
mantras in defence of meritocracy. No 
one pointed out to the audience that 
Fortescue has not paid tax in quite 
some time. No one pointed out that 
the 11 wealthiest Australians each 
year aggregate the annual income 
of the bottom 850,000 households 
in Australia.

No one described that such 

simple mathematics can suggest that 
equitable distribution of wealth can 
double up these incomes! There was 
no one from the real left to challenge 
the panel with facts and fi gures. 
Naturally, the extensive legal rights, 
international and Australia’s obliga-
tions, were neglected on the question 
of asylum seekers.

Worst of all, for a good part of the 
panel discussion the panellists con-
ceded too much ground to each other 
and too often tried to congratulate 
one another. It was diplomacy gone 
mad. Some strong questions from 
the audience were utterly wasted. 
Next time, if Q & A if it truly wishes 
to be an “adventure in democracy” 
should ensure panellists from the real 
left. Q & A actually does get out to a 
wide audience and therefore into the 
mind’s eye and the soul of the national 
consciousness.

Gerry Georgatos
WA

Re: Outcome of US 
mid-term elections

What should Australians and the 
rest of the world take from the 
outcome of the US midterm elec-
tions? Though the result delivered 
their lower house Congress to the 
Republican Party, with the help 
of a right-wing political grouping 
called the Tea Party, their upper 
house Senate remains in Democrat 
Party hands.

Though neither party could be 

seen as progressive, it does give the 
US and the world the opportunity to 
gauge two vital points in the lead-up 
to the next presidential elections in 
2012.

One, can the Democratic Party 
rescue the impetus of their agenda for 
change – which did accomplish some 
well meaning reforms on health care 
and education without succumbing 
to the right-wing political agenda of 
shutting down the deliberative capac-
ity of the state and hand the state back 
completely to big business?

Two, is two years enough to dem-
onstrate how captive the Republican 
Party is to pro-corporate, pro-capitalist 
agenda which will throw more ordi-
nary Americans to the social and 
economic margins – or are too many 
citizens willing to submit to their 
message of fear, ignorance and greed 
as pumped out by such right wing 
clarions as Fox News, CNN, New 
York Post and US Today?

The people of Cuba are in for 
more testing times as are the major-
ity of people on the other side of the 
Straits of Florida, though the latter 
will hardly think of blaming capital-
ism and a government that acts in the 
interest of capital.

The people of more distant shores 
from the US will see an imperialist 
country try desperately to shore up 
its interests both domestically and 
internationally.

Richard Titelius
Perth

WA
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Not too many years ago, there 
was a show on American 

television that proved to be both 
inexpensive to produce and very 
popular, so popular that it became 
an international franchise, with vari-
ations being produced in all sorts of 
countries to similar success.

The show was called This Is Your 
Life and involved a research team 
tracking down people with even a 
passing involvement in the life of 
the subject of that week’s show, and 
bringing them to the studio to meet 
said subject “live on air”.

Commercial television being the 
crass thing that it is, the people chosen 
to have their adulatory “biographies” 
aired on TV were most often show 
business or sports “personalities”. 
It was considered easier and more 
acceptable to write episodes about 
high-profi le actors, singers, jockeys, 
football-players, etc, than to try to 
fi nd interesting people who were not 
already household names.

The left-wing filmmaker and 
scriptwriter Cecil Holmes, who 
worked on a number of shows in the 
Australian series, thought differently, 
and wrote episodes about genuinely 
interesting “ordinary” people. The 

shows Cec wrote took on a different 
dimension to the usual This Is Your 
Life fare; when he left the series it 
reverted immediately to stories about 
show biz and sports personalities.

Like the commercial channels, 
the ABC seems also to believe that 
fame and fortune not only means 
that someone is interesting but is 
all that is needed to be interesting. 
The new series Family Confi dential 
(ABC1 Mondays at 8.00 pm from 
November 15) adds gossip (always 
popular) to the mix, to produce 
a series that looks at “some of 
Australia’s most famous and infl u-
ential families”.

These include people like 
the Aboriginal boxing family the 
Mundines, but mostly it seems to 
comprise people in business. The 
series begins with an episode devoted 
to the billionaire shopping centre 
entrepreneurs and infl uential support-
ers of Israel, the Lowys. 

There is a revealing and truly 
interesting program that could be 
made about a group of thrusting 
capitalists like the Lowys, but not 
I suspect with the total cooperation 
of the family, the way this series 
was made.

Next week, more “self-made” 
capitalists, with the Janes of Bob 
Janes T-Marts. Wow, won’t that be 
exciting?

The often extreme pressures 
placed on families and indi-

viduals by the chaos and inequality of 
capitalism, not to mention its essential 
unfairness, unquestionably fosters 
social dysfunction. Large numbers of 
ordinary people under capitalism must 
live with the inability to fi nd satisfy-
ing work, or often any work at all.

They must cope with limited 
educational and cultural opportuni-
ties for ordinary people, the constant 
appeals to fear and paranoia through 
politics and the mass media, and with 
the sink of indebtedness that most 

people are obliged to live in with the 
accompanying very real threat of per-
sonal disaster if one were overtaken 
by illness or if one’s job were to be 
shut down.

Not surprisingly, these immense 
pressures affect people’s wellbeing 
and sense of worth. Deakin University 
compiles an annual “wellbeing index” 
and its most recent survey identifi ed 
the Sydney suburb of Marrickville 
as being the unhappiest locality in 
Australia.

Not to worry, however. According 
to a new series beginning this week, 
the people of Marrickville can be 
made happy by the application of 
“positive psychology, mindfulness 

and mind-body interventions”. (See. 
Psychobabble can even cure the ills of 
capitalism. Bet you didn’t know that!)

In a new three-part series Making 
Australia Happy (ABC1 Mondays at 
8.30 pm from November 15), eight 
people from Marrickville who have 
volunteered for an eight-week happi-
ness course are placed under the care 
of “an elite team of experts”, none of 
whom are interested in providing them 
with anything as mundane as a job.

These experts include Dr Tony 
Grant, “an academic, practitioner and 
international pioneer in the fi elds of 
coaching psychology and positive 
psychology”. Also on the team is Dr 
Russ Harris, “general practitioner and 
Mindfulness expert”, as well as Anna-
Louise Bouvier, “a Physiotherapist 
and Mind-Body Specialist”.

It is important to capitalism that 
people are convinced that the emo-
tional distress and mental problems 
associated with this decaying, fail-
ing system are not inherent in the 
system but are purely psychological. 
Whatever their cause, they can be 
cured in a matter of weeks by posi-
tive psychology and the like. That is 
the message capitalism wants to get 
across, via programs like this.

It has long been recognised that 
Communists do not support 

charities. Charities treat symptoms, 
and Communists are concerned with 
eradicating the disease itself. So, 
while the Salvation Army collects 
money from pub patrons to “help the 
poor”, without ever doing anything 

towards doing away with poverty, 
the Communists keep their money 
for the struggle to eliminate poverty 
altogether.

For all the good they may or may 
not do, whether it’s Mother Theresa or 
World Vision, charities are ultimately 
a way of sustaining the system, patch-
ing it up to keep it running, when what 
is needed is a new system.

Jennifer Arnold’s fi lm A Small 
Act (ABC1 Monday November 15 at 
9.30 pm) is about a young man from 
Kenya who won a scholarship to high 
school paid for by a Jewish woman 
in Sweden (one of those “sponsor a 
child for $20 a month” deals).

He went on to Harvard Law 
School and a career as a human 
rights lawyer with the UN. Now he 
has started his own scholarship fund 
for bright primary school children 
in Kenya.

The program testifi es to the way 
such help can change a child’s life, 
but it also shows the inequality and 
unintended injustice even in a system 
based on merit, as here. The differ-
ent prospects for those who win a 
scholarship and those who don’t are 
just too great.

The fi lm goes on too long, taking 
twice as long to tell its little story as 
it should have. Poverty is all ordinary 
people in Kenya have to look forward 
to. Education can take you to the 
heady heights of a job in an offi ce, 
but education costs money.

And for ordinary people, there is 
the nub of the problem. 
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Mukubu school. The different prospects for those who win a scholarship and those who don’t are just too 
great.
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Ngaiyi Pilawuk 
(I’m Pilawuk).

Ngaiyi wur Ngangiwumerri ngi
(My language is Ngangiwumerri)

dede ngaiyi Ngambu Nambu
(my country is Ngambu Nambu).

I feel really sad for my family. All 
this suddenly happened to them 
and they don’t have any informa-
tion about the Intervention, and 
they were never consulted about 
it. Sorry means you won’t do it 
again yet the Intervention is just 
a repetition of the sort of things 
that happened to us as the Stolen 
Generations.

Three things have happened at 
about the same time in the Northern 
Territory: the Intervention, the 
creation of shires and the taking 
away of the Community Development 
Employment Program (CDEP).

It is diffi cult to look at these in 
isolation from each other. Together 
they have acted to disempower 
Aboriginal communities in the 
Northern Territory.

The Intervention in many more 
than 73 communities began as a mili-
tary invasion. Community councils 
were re-placed with local govern-
ment structures (shires) throughout 

the Northern Territory. CDEP was 
taken away, forcing huge numbers of 
Aboriginal people onto Job Seekers 
Allowance and other Centrelink 
benefi ts.

Here are some stories from 
friends and family in the Northern 
Territory: The Intervention is all about 
law and order, not health and welfare.

A few more police stations 
have been built. Housing for 

non-Aboriginal (mainly Intervention) 
workers has been imposed on 
communities. I am not aware of a 
single house that has been built for 
Aboriginal community members – 
despite the massive housing issues 
in many communities.

I am not aware of a single house 
where (despite the presence of trades 
people in the community building 
houses for government workers) even 
a toilet has been repaired!

Income management is a night-
mare! It applies to everyone receiving 
income support. Yet, all Aboriginal 
people living on their own coun-
try (e.g. under Native Title or the 
Commonwealth Aboriginal Land 
Rights Act of 1976), who receive 
any form of Centrelink income sup-
port are being forced to give up their 
control of their land. If they don’t sign 
a fi ve- or 90-year lease, they are told 
they cannot have housing.

Going into a government-deter-
mined lease is the only way of having 
the possibility of getting a house (even 
though it appears incredibly unlikely 
that they will get one!). The lease 
will also require coming under the 
management control of the Northern 
Territory Housing Commission and 
its tenancy rules.

It leaves the land open for other 

third parties to come in and take 
control. Eventually this will remove 
the land from the people.

Income management is a night-
mare! It applies to everyone receiving 
income support (e.g. unemployment, 
single parent, family allowance, dis-
ability pension and aged pension), 
regardless of whether they are respon-
sible for children. Any Aboriginal per-
son on these benefi ts is under blanket 

management and has 50 percent of 
their income quarantined. People are 
given a Basics Card, and it can only 
be used for specifi ed things – such as 
clothes, food and rent.

The multinationals l ike 
Woolworths and Coles are making 
big money while the little business 
person loses. Aboriginal people are 
forced to shop there, and cannot shop 
locally, or have the choice to buy 
fresh food from shops and markets ... 
because the card doesn’t allow you to 
access any cash.

Because income management 
precludes petrol, most families can 
only afford to go to town to shop once 
every week or two. If they don’t have 
refrigeration (as many don’t) they can 
only access fresh food for a few days 
every week or fortnight.

I met a woman from one of the 
income-managed communities. She 
was ill, and in Adelaide for medical 
treatment at Flinders Medical Centre. 
When she tried to purchase food and 
warm clothes, she couldn’t fi nd any 
shops that would take her card in the 
southern suburbs, and had to struggle 
into the city and shop at Woolworths. 
She could have bought a couple of 
jumpers at an Op Shop for $10 but 
didn’t have any cash available to do 
this so she had to buy new, much 

more expensive, items at Woolworths.
The introduction of Shires, 

the disempowering of Community 
Councils and the end of CDEP have 
worked together to turn active com-
munities into welfare dependence.

Work that used to be done around 
the community, such as rubbish col-
lection, beautifi cation, housing repairs 
and care of local country is no longer 
happening. The removal of CDEP has 

achieved nothing positive. People who 
used to work now hang around com-
munities with nothing to do, or move 
out of their communities into towns 
and cities (and all the accompanying 
social problems of unemployment).

As my sister has said: It’s not 
working. Our community was a 
working community and now it’s 

not. Everyone’s depressed and we’ve 
lost our whole sense of community 
identity.

The shires include a range of 
stakeholders (e.g. mining and pastoral 
interests), not just Aboriginal people. 
These shires have acquired many local 
community resources, and are not 
supported by local Aboriginal people.

The shires are under-resourced to 
do anything more than the basics in 
service provision and with a labour 
market mentality there is no innova-
tion about job creation for the unem-
ployed. The removal of the CDEP has 
made this even worse.

Shaming men undermines family 
structures. Men have been portrayed 
as child molesters and that is so sad. 
This has impacted on families terribly. 
Some of my own relatives have said 
that they are scared of hugging their 
children and grandchildren, in case 
they are labelled.

The government has enormous 
power over people’s lives. The new 
proposed legislation to “reinstate” 

the Racial Discrimination Act will do 
nothing to return power to Aboriginal 
families and communities. In fact, 
it will institutionalise so-called 
emergency power, and make them 
permanent. It will extend many of 
these problems to disadvantaged 
non-Aboriginal people on Centrelink 
benefi ts. This almost total control can 
break down friendships and family 
connections.

For example, if a non-prescribed 
person has family or friends visiting 
and offers a glass of wine, the fi ne is 
$2,000 for a fi rst “offence” and can 
be jail for a second “offence”.

Huge signs about pornography 
prohibition at the entrance to commu-
nities (prescribed areas) has created 
a whole new generation of children 
who know about pornography well 
before the time they should have. All 
the children were asking the adults 
what pornography is, when the signs 
went up.

The signs prejudice the commu-
nity in an adverse way before any of 
the facts or the truth concerning the 
individuals living within these places 
are known. How would the residents 
of Adelaide like to be greeted by such 
a sign every time they drive home to 
their big wurlies! How would it affect 
their children? It hurts my people 
having the signs. It’s a shame job.

Let’s remember that when the 
rights of the weakest in our society 
are so easily trodden on and we do 
nothing, then it is not too long before 
we are all subjected to the same type 
of rights denial and dictatorship.

Yibaeye mindadetyengi 
(Walking together)

mumba tyityipi 
(all of us)

ngam-bikat nime 
(in solidarity)

ngini 
(into the future).

Source: Adelaide Voices 
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Sorry means you 
won’t do it again

Huge signs about pornography prohibition at the 
entrance to communities has created a whole new 
generation of children who know about pornography 
well before the time they should have. 


