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Stop the healt
“reform’’ hoax!

Bob Briton

The National Health and Hospitals
Network Bill was before the federal
parliament again last week. The
opposition scored some much-
needed points by highlighting
the vagaries and gaps in the new
bureaucracy to be built around the
Gillard government’s scheme. It
was the usual ducking and weaving
on both sides of the debate. The
truth is that the government and
the “opposition” both favour the
collapsing of public education and
health as we know them and their
replacement by private interests.
The real opposition to this next
phase of the neo-liberal agenda
has to be built in the community,
and built quickly.

In the right company, Julia
Gillard is quite frank about her vision.
Speaking to the Australian Industry
Group’s annual dinner on October
25, she had this to say:

“My government has an
ambitious reform agenda: financial
consolidation; building capacity
on the supply side with tax,
superannuation, infrastructure and
skills; extending market-based
reforms to health and education,
carbon and water. We will pursue it

“We are waiting for action on
waiting lists, including emergency
waiting lists. We are waiting on the
thousands of seniors in this country
who are left in public hospital beds
because they cannot find an aged care
place. There has been nothing but
promised inputs about transitional
wards — but no action. It has been
four years now and we have seen no
change to most public hospitals in
this country.”

In fact, up to 30 percent of beds
are filled with seniors unable to get
out of hospital for lack of an aged
care bed. The ongoing privatisation
of aged care has had a disastrous
impact on that sector, too. The Gillard
government claims it is going to take
charge by lifting its share of hospital
funding from the present 48-52
percent mark to 60 percent. It had
fallen to as low as 35 percent under
Howard.

When the debate about a new
funding system started, former PM
Kevin Rudd announced that the
Commonwealth would fund 60
percent of public hospitals and 100
percent of out-of-hospital care in
return for 30 percent of the states’
GST money or $90 billion over five
years.

This was simply sleight of hand —

onto the new scheme and the question
of what will be done with that state’s
hospital funding remains a challenge
for Gillard and health minister Nicola
Roxon.

The hospitals in their various
networks will not be block funded.
An “Independent Hospital Pricing
Authority” and National Performance

The truth is that the government and the

“opposition” both favour the collapsing of public
education and health as we know them and their
replacement by private interests.

with discipline and rigour.”

The health “reform” is being sold
to the public as an intervention by the
commonwealth in the area of health,
focussing chiefly on hospitals, where
the states are seen to have failed. The
situation is bleak. A point-scorings
Liberal backbencher, Andrew Laming,
made the following observation
during the debate last week:

Environment can go
to blazes - irrigators

taking existing money from the states
and laundering it into Commonwealth
funds. What little new money there
is for health care was scheduled to
become available only after 2014 and,
as noted by the Victorian Premier Mr
Brumby, three quarters of the funding
would not occur until 2017!

Only WA'’s Liberal Premier has
held out against the pressure to sign

waterfront conspiracy

Authority will dole out the funds
according to the number and type of
procedures carried out. Performance
will be tracked. “Failed hospitals”
would have to close or be taken over
by the private sector. Private hospitals
will no doubt cherry pick patients to
ensure the greatest profits.

With these arrangements the
piecework system that churns patients

The rich winning
the class war

through GP surgeries will be imposed
on hospitals. The market mechanism
will see them discharged quicker and
sicker.

The funding changes are not
about directing adequate funding
and staffing at public hospitals and
other sections of the health system.
They are about establishing a market-
based health system — one where
private interests will eventually
predominate and where private health
insurers will replace Medicare and
deliver government payments for
basic services. People wanting more
services or better quality services will
have to take out more insurance. It
was not for nothing that Dr Christine
Bennett of global health insurance
giant BUPA was appointed to head
up the National Health and Hospitals
Reform Commission that gave rise to
the latest legislation.

The “financial consolidation”
Gillard spoke about at the AIG
dinner refers to the government’s
determination to wipe out the debt
caused by the measures taken by the

federal government to bale capitalism
out of its latest crisis.

Neo-liberal governments like
Australia’s are not setting out
to restore public enterprises or
institutions (even though that is
what is urgently required), they
are about finishing off the process
of privatisation begun with the
outsourcing of services, the blurring
of the distinction between private
and public hospital facilities. Private
hospitals have already benefited to the
tune of billions of dollars via patients
carrying private hospital insurance
subsidised by the Commonwealth’s
Private Health Insurance Rebate.

Overall, it is the same process
that is taking place in education.
In both of those vital areas serving
the community’s needs, the agenda
must be exposed and fought. The
Communist Party is campaigning for
a completely publicly funded, publicly
run health system based on salaried
doctors — a system where public
health is not used to turn private
profits. &

As The Guardian goes to press the Ark Tribe
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W S

War should be
election issue

R B

Kashmir peace
along climb




The Guardian
November 3 2010

The Guardian

Issue 1479 November 3, 2010

Have the banks gone too far
for even the neo-liberals?

“This is an issue that cuts to the heart of our sustainable economic
growth — affordable credit and people living without fear that
they are going to have a massive escalation in interest rates.” This
statement was made as part of a call for government intervention to
curb excessive bank profits and punish any bank that lifted interest
rates by more than Reserve Bank increases. The call, not surprisingly
sparked a strong reaction from the banks — not just to its content, but
because it came from Joe Hockey, the Liberal Party shadow treasurer.
Government intervention? Curbing profits? Punish a bank? Had the
man gone mad? Was it just populism? Some of his colleagues were
just as horrified as the banks and media commentators.

Hockey correctly noted that the big four banks have come out of
the global financial crisis “more powerful than at any other time”.
He expressed concern for the plight of smaller banks and non-
bank lenders during the recent crisis. He was sympathetic towards
a proposition from the Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission (ACCC) to outlaw banks “publicly” suggesting to
each other what they intended to do with their interest rates. “The
Treasurer must detail what steps he is taking to ensure banks do not
further increase the profits they make from lending to home buyers
and small businesses,” Hockey said.

While the banks received considerable assistance from taxpayers
through guarantees on deposits and wholesale fundraising they
treated small businesses and mortgage holders with contempt. They
squeezed credit, refused to roll over business loans and sent many
small businesses to the wall, with thousands of workers losing their
jobs and entitlements. Families were hit by mortgage rate increases
creating hardship for many and even loss of their homes for some.

The banks showed no shame when they released their 2009-
2010 profit results. ANZ chief executive Mike Smith lashed out at
Hockey, strongly rejecting his calls for another banking inquiry.
“Competition between banks is extremely fierce,” he said. “The
system is not broken. In fact the system is in extremely good shape.”
The bank’s record annual cash profit (to September 30, 2010) shows
just what good shape the ANZ is in: a cool $5.133 billion profit - up
51.7 percent on the previous year.

Commonwealth Bank reported an increase in net profit of 42
percent to $6.1 billion. NAB’s profit was up 63 percent to $4.2 billion
and Westpac has reported a half-yearly profit of almost $3 billion.
Never mind the pain and economic fallout for others in the process
of making these obscene, monopoly profits.

Where did the competition go? Hockey, in a speech on October
20 to the Australian Industry Group, whose membership includes
small manufacturing companies — many of them victims of the credit
squeeze — answered this question. St George, BankWest, RAMS and
Wizard are now gone. Aussie-home Loans is one-third owned by the
Commonwealth Bank and Challenger has divested its lending to NAB.
“In short, the four major banks have largely become the Australian
financial system,” Hockey noted. “We have seen an enormous increase
in industry concentration to the benefit of a few.” How true.

The Big Four’s profit bonanza arises directly out of their
monopoly priced fees and interest rates and heightened exploitation
of employees. For example, ANZ has over the past two years exported
more than 4,500 back office jobs offshore to Bangalore in India. This
year it announced the export of 500 more jobs to exploit cheaper
labour in Bangalore. Hockey has not been heard calling for the
protection of bank employees. Nor has he called for a super profit
tax on banks. In his speech to the AIG, Hockey emphasised the need
to learn from the global financial crisis. He has not abandoned his
pro-employer ideology one iota.

Hockey forthrightly rejects the two key policies that could
introduce genuine competition and keep interest rates down: a public
bank with a strong social charter and government control of interest
rates. No matter what reforms are made to the banking system,
financial and economic crises will continue — they are inherent to
the capitalist system. At best they can delay the timing or depth of a
crisis and the hardship experienced by its victims — working people
and small business.

Obituary

Stratis Hatzihrisafis

Stratis Hatzihrisafis, a respected
member of Sydney’s Greek
Community and a staunch sup-
porter of the CPA passed away
recently at the age of 84.

Stratis was a remarkable man.
He was born and lived his youth
years in the town of Agcasos on the
island of Lesvos. He received no
formal education but he developed
a talent for poetry and acting and
he participated with great success in
many theatrical productions in his
home town.

In the middle sixties he migrated
with his wife, settling in Sydney
where he lived till his death.

He was involved in the
progressive, working class movement
since his youth.

In Australia Stratis had
participated in all the struggles of the
Greek Community and the working
class movement, for a just and better

world.

He possessed an unmistakable
class instinct that allowed him to be
on the right course politically even
in the most difficult circumstances.

His support for the CPA and its
policies was unequivocal and he was

always willing to lend a helping hand
whenever he was asked.

Stratis always contributed money
in support of the CPA and the KKE.
He will no doubt be missed by many
friends and comrades in the Greek
Community.

PRESS FUND
In an astonishing remark on ABC TV, an economics commentator
recently referred to the US economy as bankrupt. In comparison,
the Press Fund certainly isn’t bankrupt, but in this, the
90" anniversary of communist activity in Australia, its total
contributions so far have been very low indeed. We really need your
help, so come on everybody who didn’t contribute this week, and
take a leaf out of the book of those who did, to whom we offer our
sincere thanks.

In memory of Stratis Hatzihrisafis, the following members and
friends of the Beloyiannis branch have made a contribution of $170
to the Press Fund:

Asimina Hatzihrisafis $20, P Sarelas $20, GTheodoris $20,
T Speis $20, S, X and J Mavrantonis $50, J D $20, C Malliarias $20

Also contributing this week:
Anonymous $10, Sam Moutsos $12, NS $25, “Round Figure” $13
This week’s total $230 Progressive total: $5,140

Where: Democritus House
583 High st Northcote

2PM

A short labour history film & a presentation on the

importance to the struggle for socialism.
Enquiries 9639 1550

When: Sunday 7" November 2010

$20 Food included. Drinks available

October Revolution which will highlight its continuing

He is survived by his wife
Asimina and two sons Michael and
Con.

The Beloyiannis Branch of the
CPA expresses deep condolences to
the family of the deceased. &

Communist Party
of Australia

Invited you to the annual celebration of the momentous Great October
Socialist Revolution, the event that for the first time in history concentrated
the means of production in the hands the working class.

This event remains the guiding light for the working class of the world

Supported Greek Resistance, Democritus and Friends of he KKE & CPA.

" Politics in the Pu
Polit the Pub
Speakers
Clare Middlemas, Union Organiser
Kevin Sneddon, Industrial Officer CFMEU
Barry Healy, Socialist Alliance
Elizabeth Hulm, CPA

Industrial Relations for the future
Cariton Hotel

ist Party of Australia Pecth Branch

Thursday 18 Nov @ 6 - 8pm

248 Hay Street Perth Organi

by the C:
Phone: 0419 812 872 or email: perth@cpa.org.au

As The Guardian goes to press,
the Melbourne Cup will be running.
Winners in the CPA Melbourne
Cup guessing competition will

be on the CPA website from
Wednesday morning and will be
published in the following issue of
The Guardian. We thank everyone
who sold and/or bought tickets.

SPECIAL
PRINTER APPEAL

Thanks to

John and Susanne
Hale $40
Progressive total
$11,741
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Irrigators say
The environment can
go to blazes

Peter Mac

Scientist Dr Arlene Harris-Buchan
recently pointed out that in 20
of the 23 Murray-Darling Basin
rivers, 80 percent of the native
birds, and 90 percent of the river
fish have disappeared. If “busi-
ness as usual” continues, by 2050
stocks of fish will have shrunk to
five percent.

In 2007 the federal parliament
passed the Commonwealth Water
Act. This provided the basis for
the Murray-Darling Basin Plan’s
recommendations for extra water to
be allocated to the Basin catchments
for environmental purposes — and
hence limits to the quantity that can
be diverted for irrigation.

The Plan, prepared for the
independent Murray-Darling Basin
Authority, is scheduled for publica-
tion next year. The recently-published
Guide to the Plan recommends that
ground and surface water diverted for
irrigation should be reduced by 4,000
gigalitres per annum. According to the
Guide, this is the minimum reduction
necessary to save the rivers’ natural
environment, while minimising the
economic and social impact on Basin
communities.

However, this recommendation is
now under fierce attack from farming
groups led by the big irrigators’ organ-
isations. They are pressuring federal
politicians to amend or reject the
Guide, to amend the Commonwealth
Water Act on which it is based, and
if necessary to interpret the Act in a
manner that would weaken or even
reverse the Plan’s water diversion
recommendations.

The Guide discusses the impact
of a range of water reductions on both
the river environment and on social
and economic life in the Basin. The
best option for the environment is a
cut of 7,600 gigalitres per annum in
irrigation water diversions. This figure
is based on scientifically-predicted
rainfalls in the Basin over the next
thirty years, and the allocation of suf-
ficient government-purchased “high-
security” water (i.e. based on actual

flows, not just water entitlements)
to ensure an environmental renewal.

The lower the figures go in the
range the lower is the likelihood
that the environment will revive. Dr
Harris-Buchan pointed out that the
lowest reduction, 3,000 gigalitres per
annum, is based on an expectation
of predominantly wet weather in the
Basin for two decades. This is totally
at odds with scientific reports, which
predict a reduction of 10 percent in
rainfall over that period.

It follows that the recommended
reduction of 4,000 gigalitres is the
practical minimum required to save
the rivers, and in all probability will
prove inadequate. Yet the big irriga-
tors want to overthrow even this
minimum amount.

What the irrigators
want

The CEO of the NSW Irrigators
Council thinks that even the mini-
mum reduction of 3000 gigalitres is
excessive and unrealistic. Moreover,
one group of irrigators has declared

that “the major distortion of the Water
Act 2007, that gives overwhelming
priority to the environment (should
be) corrected by amending the Act to
give equal and transparent weighting
to social, economic and environmental
interests”.

However, if the “equal treatment”
principle is accepted and implemented
by the Government, carrying it to its
logical conclusion would result in a
massive increase in the use of water
for irrigation, not a reduction.

The irrigators’ argument, which
is being favourably considered by
the government, is that the word-
ing of the Water Act implies that
the use of the river water should be
on the basis of equal treatment for
economic, environmental and social
purposes. However, to do so would
logically necessitate the allocation of
a third of the water flowing through
the Murray-darling rivers for each
of these purposes — in other words,
the rivers could lose two thirds of
their water for social and economic
purposes.

If implemented, such a policy

Pete’s Corner

‘Hansonites’
will destroy
wealth: PM

You ReALICE TS
ALL Your FAUT

would have the potential to Kill off
the rivers very quickly indeed. At
the very least, adoption of “an “equal
treatment” policy would entitle the
irrigators to a massive surge in the
use of irrigation water from the riv-
ers, which would hasten their demise.

Take it to the people

The irrigators have learnt from the
leaders of the big mining corporations
that Labor governments will buckle
under pressure, and sure enough, in
a spineless and despicable move the
federal Minister for Water Tony Burke
has now suggested that the director
of the Authority (not Burke himself)
has misinterpreted the priorities of
the Water Act.

But this is not so. In order to
take control of the rivers and pass
the Act, the Howard government
used its external affairs powers,
particularly regarding international
environmental agreements, to over-
come constitutional objections from
the state governments.

This does not mean, however,
that the Act unnecessarily favours
the environment, as claimed by the
irrigators, and their claim that the
Act may be interpreted as justifying
“equal treatment” is nonsense.

The Act was passed with bilateral,
open agreement as a necessary means
of saving the Murray-Darling envi-
ronment. The Act certainly requires
economic and social factors to be
taken into account, but it also states
unequivocally that the Murray Darling
plan “must promote sustainable use of
the Basin water resources to protect
and restore the ecosystems, natural
habitats and species”.

Despite its backtracking, the gov-
ernment could still save the Murray
Darling environment.

Firstly, it would need to accept
the Guide’s recommendations, stiffen
its sinews and introduce legislation
to support the recommendations as
a minimum requirement to preserve
the river environment, with its effec-
tiveness subject to review at frequent
intervals.

Secondly, if frustrated in the
Lower House, it could take the issue
to the Australian people in a plebi-
scite. After all, the real stakeholders
are the Australian people, not just
those with an economic interest
in preserving the status quo in the
Murray Darling Basin.

The issue is certainly sufficiently
important to justify such a step. The
irrigators are fond of stating that 40
percent of our food is grown in the
Murray-Darling basin. However, only
a third of this results from heavy-
irrigation agriculture. The food crop
requiring the heaviest irrigation is
rice, hardly a staple diet food for
Australians, and the biggest irrigation
water guzzler of all is cotton, which
is not a food crop at all.

The continuation of “business
as usual” will ensure that the rivers
slowly dry out, resulting not only in
the loss of native flora and fauna, but
also in massive damage to tourism,
widespread outbreaks of algae, and
terrible impacts on local communities
and on sectors of agriculture other
than those that are primarily reliant
on heavy irrigation.

Our future as a food exporting
nation — indeed, our future food
security and our economic vitality,
depends on the government taking
steps to protect the natural environ-
ment of the Murray-Darling Basin, if
necessary with the direct democratic
backing of the Australian people. &
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Howard finally admits to
waterfront conspiracy

John Howard has finally admitted
to conspiring with Christopher
Corrigan to bust the Maritime
Union of Australia in 1998, said
Paddy Crumlin, the union’s
national secretary.

Mr Crumlin said John Howard’s
memoir Lazarus Rising, which
devotes a 15-page chapter to the
dispute, was the first time the former
prime minister has admitted to an
official meeting with Patrick’s Chris
Corrigan prior to the lock-out on the
wharves.

Mr Crumlin said the major
admission came on page 292 of his
book, where he states that he and
Peter Reith met Mr Corrigan in
Howard’s office in Canberra “during
the latter half of 1997”.

“Until now, Howard had only
admitted to one official meeting

with Corrigan, which Reith [former
Workplace Relations Minister] has
claimed was on April 29, 1998, on
the eve of the High Court hearing
which upheld the Federal Court
finding that there was an arguable case
of unlawful conspiracy. This fresh
disclosure also means that Howard
misled parliament,” Mr Crumlin said.
“The chapter is full of
unsupported allegations about the
waterfront and the union, many of
which can be shown to be completely
untrue. His ongoing falsification of
the cooperative reform process that
occurred under the Hawke Labor
government, for example, is risible.”
He said that even where Howard
reveals new information, he raises
more questions than he answers.
“On page 294, for example, he
says that no one in his government

knew about the Dubai training
operation and that Reith was advised
and publicly announced that Corrigan
was not involved.

“In the next paragraph, Howard
writes that ‘Dubai told me that
Corrigan was serious about reform’.
How then did Howard know that
Corrigan was involved?

“Until now, no-one in Howard’s
government has admitted to knowing
about Corrigan’s involvement in
the Dubai debacle before Corrigan
himself publicly confessed two
months later, in February 1998.

“Howard also admits that one
of the government’s consultants
apparently knew about the Dubai
operation. This could only refer to
Stephen Webster, who was seconded
from Pratt Industries to provide advice
on waterfront reform.” &

WA health

In meetings across the state last
week, health support workers in
government hospitals — members
of the Liquor, Hospitality and
Miscellaneous Workers’ Union
(LHMU) - have voted to accept the
two year pay offer of seven percent.

Jim Ferguson, health services
assistant at Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital said of the deal: “While
other hospital employees like
nurses and doctors got bigger pay
rises than us, we won much more
than the government wanted to give
us.

“We beat them at every step;
they wanted to remove so many
of our conditions, including the
no-privatisation clause, in the end
they didn’t get anything that they
wanted. The two year deal puts

support workers win

us in a good position for the next
negotiations. We are the lowest paid
workers and we need to close that
gap.”

Support workers will receive a
pay rise of seven percent over the
two year agreement and have stared
down an aggressive attempt by the
government to strip conditions and
increase the casualisation of the
hospital workforce.

The state government was
forced to agree to maintain
all current conditions in the
agreement, including maintaining
the no-privatisation clause in the
existing agreement.

“The pay rise is not as much
as the $50 per week our members
were seeking, to help cover the
crippling costs of rising bills, but

it is much more that the 5.75%
the government was originally
offering,” said Dave Kelly, state
secretary of the LHMU.

However, within hours
of negotiating this agreement
the government stated that
notwithstanding the clause they
would press ahead with their plans
to privatise Fiona Stanley Hospital.

Noted Dave Kelly, “It just
goes to show that you cannot trust
this government. They will do
and say anything to get what they
want. We will continue to fight
the government on their plans
to privatise our hospitals. The
community does not like it and
they expect hospitals to be publicly
owned and run.” &

Closer to arrests relating

to CFMEU fire bombing

Property Crime Squad detectives
have released CCTV footage of a
vehicle and are re-appealing for
public assistance as investigations
continue into the fire bombing of
the Construction, Forestry, Mining
and Energy Union (CFMEU)
offices at Lidcombe on May 13
this year.

Strike Force Russett, comprising
of detectives from the Property Crime
Squad’s Arson Team and Flemington
LAC Detectives, are continuing
to investigate the circumstances
surrounding the incident.

About 10.30pm on May 13,

Sydney

Police and NSW Fire Brigades crews
attended a CFMEU office block on
Railway Street, Lidcombe, after
receiving reports of a car that had
been crashed into the building. The
car, a stolen red 1992 Mazda 626,
was driven through the front of the
building before being set alight.

Detectives are appealing to
anyone with information about a black
4WD that was seen in the vicinity
of the building on Railway Street
and Mark Street, shortly before the
incident occurred.

Police are looking into reports
that the black 4WD and the red Mazda

You are invited to a Celebration of the

October Revolution

Excellent food - stimulating company

Sunday November 7 from midday
33 Levey Street, Chippendale

$20/%$15con

Organised by Sydney Central Branch

were seen together on East Street
shortly before the incident. Strike
Force detectives are also investigating
possible links between the Lidcombe
fire and four previous fires that were
all similar in nature.

The four other incidents include
a fire at a building on Railway Street
at Lidcombe on June 4, 2009, a fire
at a construction site on Bennelong
Crescent at Bellevue Hill on May
20, 2009, and two fires at a business
premise on Seville Street at Fairfield
East on February 25, 2006 and on
March 5, 2009.

Detectives wish to speak with
anyone who may have information
about the black 4WD or who may
have seen it on the night of the
Lidcombe fire, or who may have
noticed any suspicious behaviour in
the vicinity around the time of the
incident.

Police also urge anyone with
information about any of the other
similar four fires to contact Strike
Force Russett detectives via Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

The CFMEU is hopeful the
NSW Police are a step closer to
apprehending the perpetrators of this
appalling crime. &

Shipping industry
Ignored for too long

Calls for the shipping industry to
be included in Australia’s National
Ports Strategy have been ignored.
“How are we to have a serious
policy dialogue about ports, freight
infrastructure, or about supply
chains, and not mention shipping?”
the Maritime Union of Australia
National Secretary and President
of the International Transport
Workers’ Federation Paddy
Crumlin said last week.

Speaking at the Ports Australia
National Conference at the Hotel
Grand Chancellor in Hobart, Mr
Crumlin also said, “Ports and
shipping are the yin and yang of
international trade. That is unless
you are Infrastructure Australia and
the National Transport Commission,
which developed a National Ports
Strategy but omitted any reference
to shipping.

“Although the union raised
our concern about this omission in
formal submissions to Infrastructure
Australia and the National
Transport Commission, and in
consultative forums, we have been
ignored.”

He said that this is a serious
state of affairs as it now looks
like COAG (Council of Australian
Governments) will sign off on the
National Ports Strategy with this
serious omission.

“This is a wasted policy
opportunity. Let’s not make the
same mistake as we develop the
National Freight Network Plan.”

Mr Crumlin said that if
the industry was to maximise
the utilisation of existing port
investments and port assets, and
improve port productivity, a range
of safety, labour relations, training
and workforce issues would need to
be addressed by governments and
by the industry. He pointed out that
these issues are not currently part of
the National Ports Strategy.

Stevedoring and freight
transport are high risk occupations,
demonstrated by the number
of deaths and serious injuries,
which seriously undermined
the opportunity for improved
productivity and workforce
harmony.

“The very fact that the
federal government, all state
governments and the peak social
partners — ACCI, AIG and
ACTU - unanimously agreed that
Safe Work Australia establish a
Stevedoring Technical Advisory
Group to examine and report on
improvements in stevedoring safety
is a recognition that stevedoring
safety needs serious attention and
cannot be left to the industry itself
to resolve,” said Mr Crumlin. &

Mining giant caves
to environment

The reputation of longwall min-
ing, which cracks rivers and
drains wetlands, has suffered a
serious blow with BHP Billiton’s
decision to drop extensive plans
to mine coal under the Dharawal
State Conservation Area in the
northern Illlawarra, said the Total
Environment Centre (TEC).

“BHP Billiton and its consultants
were clearly indulging in greenwash
when they originally said there would
not be serious impacts, but at last
they have listened to the valid con-
cerns from environmentalists and the
community,” said Jeff Angel, TEC’s
executive director. “We hope this
signals an ongoing sensitivity to the
long term environment impact of the
mining industry in Australia.”

The new proposal excludes one-
third of the original area and removes
all mining near the Dharawal State

Conservation Area, including five
large mining areas near the Woronora
River, Cataract River, O’Hares Creek
at the top of the Georges River catch-
ment, and key swamps that feed the
rivers.

“This river system and the
valuable swamps which feed it are
irreplaceable and should be fully
protected as a nature reserve,” said
Mr Angel. “BHP has made it clear
however, that it is not giving up on
the five areas, but putting them on
hold indefinitely. We will have to be
vigilant.

“TEC and the community will
now have to address the massive
Gujarat scheme for mining under the
catchments — the next mine expansion
in this pristine area which Australians
will still need long after the mining
industry has moved on.” &
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Red Flags Still Flying!

Denis Doherty

Saturday October 30 was the 90th anniversary
of the founding of the Communist movement
in Australia. The event was celebrated with
exhibitions, films, toasts and meetings around
the country.

“The focus for the anniversary celebrations
is to look back with pride and to look forward to
campaigning for a socialist future for Australia,” Dr
Hannah Middleton, CPA General Secretary, said.

“We Communists are proud of our history and
want to put it on display.

“At the same time, the Communist Party
of Australia is a living and effective part of the
campaigns against privatisation, against the war
in Afghanistan, for the rights of Aborigines,
women, migrants and refugees, for a nationalised
health system, and for sustainable development
and environmental protection, and much more,”
she said.

Greetings

International greetings were received from
communist and workers parties in Greece, the
Philippines, Israel, Brazil, Ireland, Pakistan,
Bohemia and Moravia, the Russian Federation,
Martinique, Algeria and Venezuela.

Sydney

In Sydney an exhibition, staged in the Mori
Gallery, once the site of the CPA headquarters,
included walls of historic material, a large
collection of pamphlets and a long wall of
campaign T-shirts.

A historical power point display, films and a
tape of former General Secretary Peter Symon
speaking were played in an adjacent area.

About 65 people visited the exhibition and
on Saturday evening a further 60 people gathered
to celebrate.

Sydney District Secretary Tony Oldfield paid
respects to the Indigenous owners of the land and
then welcomed diplomatic representatives from
Vietnam, Cuba, Venezuela and Ecuador.

He then introduced 91 year old Party veteran
Harry Black who spoke about his memories of
being a CPA member since 1943. Harry related
anecdotes from a life as a communist, saying: “I
enjoyed every minute of it!”

He was followed by historian Dr Drew Cottle
who gave a fascinating account of episodes from
the CPA’s history and also discussed why the Party
is relevant and necessary today.

Perth

The CPA Perth Branch celebrated the 90th
anniversary of the Communist movement in
Australia with over 30 people from different
sections of the labour movement, progressive and
community groups.

Guests included officials and rank and
file members of the CPSU/CSA, LHMU,
CFMEU, AMWU, CSRIO, APESMA, as well
as representatives from the Deaths in Custody
Watch Committee, Anti-Apartheid movement,
the Mapuche Chilean Support Group, Socialist
Alliance and ACFS.

The function was chaired by Vinnie Molina,
CPA National President, who paid respect to
the traditional custodians of the land before

Adelaide — Don Jarrett.

highlighting the importance of this special moment
in history which belongs to the people of Australia.

Historian Professor Charlie Fox spoke
on the role of the party with the unemployed,
giving leadership to a movement which saw the
unemployed mobilised in defence of their class
interests.

Andrew Hayward, local CPA Branch Secretary,
delivered a talk on party work and the need for
activity and ongoing education.

David Fox, a member of the CPA Central
Committee, spoke on the role of the party in the
trade union movement and its future.

Launching an appeal for donations local
branch member Richard Titelius reported that
with Communist Alliance candidates running in
the 2010 election campaign, the Greens asked
him to choose the Greens or the Party. He chose
the latter. People responded with applause and
generous donations.

In closing there was a toast to the 90
anniversary, a call for unity of the left and finally
many joined in the singing of the Internationale.
Guests then celebrated around the delicious BBQ
cooked by Comrade Oliver Godwin.

Adelaide

Adelaide’s 90th celebrations were great.

About 100 people packed into the Semaphore
Workers Club (known locally as the Commo) and
looked over an exhibition, watched a documentary
about the history of the movement in SA, had a
meal, heard speeches from different sides of the
divides in our history and sang workers’ songs.

A cake with a bold hammer and sickle on top
was cut and shared.

A commemorative booklet produced for the
occasion was well appreciated.

There was a toast to the unity of the left and
90 years of the Communist movement.

Guests included the President of the Legislative
Council, the member for the state seat of Mawson,
the Mayor of Port Adelaide Enfield, Sunday Mail
columnist Peter Goers, numerous trade union
officials, and representatives from Socialist
Alliance.

Brisbane

The Party celebration was a resounding
success, opening with Sam Watson who gave a
welcome to country to about 60 guests.

Ron Monaghan, the Queensland Council of
Unions general secretary, spoke of growing up
in a Communist family and about the aims and
aspirations of that generation of communists.

CPA Central Committee member Rob Gowland
spoke of the party’s history and especially its
cultural contribution.

Humphrey McQueen spoke of the service
of Communists to the people and the need for
renewal.

The Brisbane Combined Unions choir
performed and donated their new album to the
party raffle.

Comrade Ovideo Orellano led the round of
applause for the contributions of comrades who
have dedicated their life to the party.

Comrade Don was famous as the chef. It has
been suggested that his menu and how to make it
be posted on the Queensland section of the CPA
website. @&

Comrades gathering prior to the speeches at the Mori Gallery
in Sydney. Left to right, Xanthoula Mavrantonis, Steve
Mavrantonis, George Matouk, Drew Cottle (main speaker), and
Tony Oldfield. Also in the background part of the exhibition can

be seen.
i =

Perth attendees.
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The rich are winning the US class

Bill Quigley

Socialism? What a joke! The rich and their
paid false prophets are doing a bang up job
deceiving the poor and middle class. They
have convinced many that an evil socialism
is alive in the land and it is taking their fair
share. But the deception cannot last — facts
say otherwise.

Yes, there is a class war — the war of the rich
on the poor and the middle class — and the rich
are winning. That war has been going on for
years. Look at the facts — facts the rich and their
false paid prophets do not want people to know.

Let Glen Beck go on about socialists
descending on Washington. Allow Rush
Limbaugh to rail about “class warfare for a left-
ist agenda that will destroy our society.” They
are well compensated false prophets for the rich.

The truth is that for the several decades the
rich in the US have been getting richer and the
poor and middle class have been getting poorer.
Look at the facts then make up your own mind.

Poor getting poorer: Facts

The official US poverty numbers show we
now have the highest number of poor people in
51 years. The official US poverty rate is 14.3
percent or 43.6 million people in poverty. One in
five children in the US is poor; one in ten senior
citizens is poor. Source: US Census Bureau.

One of every six workers, 26.8 million
people, is unemployed or underemployed. This
“real” unemployment rate is over 17%. There
are 14.8 million people designated as “officially”
unemployed by the government, a rate of 9.6
percent. Unemployment is worse for African
American workers of whom 16.1 percent are
unemployed.

Another 9.5 million people who are working
only part-time while they are seeking full-time
work but have had their hours cut back or are
so far only able to find work part-time are not
counted in the official unemployment numbers.
Also, an additional 2.5 million are reported
unemployed but not counted because they are
classified as discouraged workers in part because
they have been out of work for more than 12
months. Source: US Department of Labor
Bureau of Labor Statistics October 2010 report.

The median household income for whites
in the US is $51,861; for Asians it is $65,469;
for African Americans it is $32,584; for Latinos
it is $38,039. Source: US Census Bureau. (All
amounts in this article are in US dollars.)

Fifty million people in the US lack health
insurance. Source: US Census Bureau.

Women in the US have a greater lifetime
risk of dying from pregnancy-related condi-
tions than women in 40 other countries. African
American US women are nearly four times
more likely to die of pregnancy-related com-
plications than white women. Source: Amnesty
International Maternal Health Care Crisis in
the USA.

About 3.5 million people, about one-third of
which are children, are homeless at some point
in the year in the US. Source: National Law
Centre on Homelessness and Poverty.

Outside Atlanta, 33,000 people showed up
to seek applications for low cost subsidised
housing in August 2010. When Detroit offered
emergency utility and housing assistance to help
people facing evictions, more than 50,000 peo-
ple showed up for the 3,000 vouchers. Source:
News reports.

There are 49 million people in the US who
live in households which eat only because they
receive food stamps, visit food pantries or soup
kitchens for help. Sixteen million are so poor
they have skipped meals or foregone food at
some point in the last year. This is the highest
level since statistics have been kept. Source:
US Department of Agriculture, Economic
Research Service.

Middle class going
backward: Facts

One or two generations ago it was possible
for a middle class family to live on one income.
Now it takes two incomes to try to enjoy the
same quality of life. Wages have not kept up
with inflation; adjusted for inflation they have
lost ground over the past ten years. The cost
of housing, education and health care have all
increased at a much higher rate than wages
and salaries. In 1967, the middle 60 percent
of households received over 52 percent of all
income. In 1998, it was down to 47 percent.

The share going to the poor has also fallen,
with the top 20 percent seeing their share
rise. Mark Trumball, “Obama’s challenge:
reversing a decade of middle-class decline,”
Christian Science Monitor, January 25, 2010.
(www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0125/
Obama-s-challenge-reversing-a-decade-
of-middle-class-decline)

A record 2.8 million homes received a
foreclosure notice in 2009, higher than both
2008 and 2007. In 2010, the rate is expected
to be rise to 3 million homes. Sources: Reuters
and RealtyTrac.

Eleven million homeowners (about one in
four homeowners) in the US are “under water”
or owe more on their mortgages than their house
is worth. Source: “Home truths,” The Economist,
October 23, 2010.

For the first time since the 1940s, the real
incomes of middle-class families are lower
at the end of the business cycle of the 2000s
than they were at the beginning. Despite the
fact that the American workforce is working
harder and smarter than ever, they are sharing
less and less in the benefits they are creating.
This is true for white families but even truer for
African American families whose gains in the
1990s have mostly been eliminated since then.
Source: Jared Bernstein and Heidi Shierholz,
State of Working America. (www.stateofworking
america.org/swa08_00_execsum.pdf)

Rich getting richer: Facts

The wealth of the richest 400 people in
the US grew by eight percent in the last year
to $1.37 trillion. Source: Forbes 400: The
super-rich get richer, September 22, 2010,
Money-dot-com (Money.com).

The top Hedge Fund Manager of 2009,
David Tepper, “earned” $4 billion last year.
The rest of the top ten earned: $3.3 billion, $2.5
billion, $2.3 billion, $1.4 billion, $1.3 billion
(tie for 6th and 7th place), $900 million (tie
for 8th and 9th place), and in last place out
of the top ten, $825 million. Source: Business
Insider. “Meet the top 10 earning hedge fund
managers of 2009.” (www.businessinsider.com/
meet-the-top-10-earning-hedge-fund-man
agers-o0f-2009-2010-4)

Income disparity in the US is now as bad as

Despite the fact that the American workforce
IS working harder and smarter than ever,

they are sharing less and less in the

benefits they are creating.

Homeless people find shelter under a bridge.

it was right before the Great Depression at the
end of the 1920s. From 1979 to 2006, the richest
1% more than doubled their share of the total US
income, from 10% to 23%. The richest 1% have
an average annual income of more than $1.3 mil-
lion. For the last 25 years, over 90% of the total
growth in income in the US went to the top 10%
earners — leaving 9% of all income to be shared
by the bottom 90%. Source: Jared Bernstein
and Heidi Shierholz, State of Working America.
(www.stateofworkingamerica.org/tabfig/
2008/01/19.pdf)

In 1973, the average US CEO was paid
$27 for every dollar paid to a typical worker;
by 2007 that ratio had grown to $275 to $1.
Source: Jared Bernstein and Heidi Shierholz,
State of Working America. (www.stateof
workingamerica.org/tabfig/2008/03/
SWAO08_Wages_Figure.3AE.pdf).

Since 1992, the average tax rate on the
richest 400 taxpayers in the US dropped from
26.8% to 16.62%. Source: US Internal Revenue
Service. (www.irs.gov/pub/irs-soi/07into
p400.pdf)

The US has the greatest inequality between
rich and poor among all Western industrial-
ised nations and it has been getting worse for
40 years. The World Factbook, published by
the CIA, includes an international ranking of
the inequality among families inside of each

Life in Occupied Palestine as told by Anna Be

Richard Titelius

As stories began to break in the news of an
acceleration in the building of settlements
in the wake of the recent lifting of the set-
tlement freeze, in the Israeli occupied West
Bank Palestinian territory, Anna Balzter,
a granddaughter of Holocaust refugees
and author of Witness in Palestine, gave
a presentation of life in this oft forgotten
struggle.

The presentation was introduced to
the 100 people who attended, by Victoria
Martin-lverson of Friends of Palestine WA
who earlier this year had organised the
controversial play “Seven Jewish Children”.
She emphasised the importance in keeping
the pressure on the Australian government
and governments around the world to, “make
sure that Israel respects international law
by respecting the rights of the people in
Palestine.”

This can be done in our communities
through participation in the Boycott,

Divestment and Sanctions campaign of those
businesses which support Israel.

Anna Baltzer began her talk by recalling
that for most of her life living in the USA,
she had not heard much in the print and
media news of the impact of the occupation
by Israel of the occupied West Bank and
Gaza territories and that it was only through
a backpacking trip in the Middle East which
started in Turkey that she began to hear how
bad life was in the occupied territories.

However, before talking further about
this struggle it is important to define who
the villains are as it is misleading to say that
all Jews approve of the Israeli government’s
tactics towards the Palestinian people: many
Jewish people around the world do not
support the Israeli government’s position
on their treatment of the Palestinian people;
20 percent of Israeli’s are Palestinian or
Christian and most of the rest are Jewish,
including Zionists.

Many of this latter group would have us
believe that it is anti-Semitic to speak out

against Zionism, which is simply not true
just as, “criticism of human rights violations
by Israel is not anti-Zionism. This notion,”
added Baltzer, “amounts to moral blackmail
to make claims of this kind.”

Baltzer then used a series of graphic
slides to illustrate what the occupation
looks like and its impact on the daily life
of Palestinian people. There are three
manifestations of the occupation that almost
every Palestinian must confront every day
and the first of these is the massive apartheid
dividing wall, up to eight metres high which
was supposedly built to separate the West
Bank from Israel but is actually used to
weave through Palestinian communities and
separate families and often take out the best
land and water sources for Israel.

The second daily manifestation is the
road blocks and the constant surveillance
through the checking of documentation which
makes it almost impossible for Palestinian
people to travel to work, school, shop or
visit friends and have a social life. Images

were shown of piles of rubble and dirt and
razor wire which are placed on Palestinian
roads which slow down travel, not between
Palestine and Israel but within Palestine.

Balzter gave the graphic example of a
woman in the Palestinian West Bank who
was about to give birth to twins and her
husband decided in the middle of the night
to drive her to a nearby Palestinian hospital.
At one of these Israeli checkpoints the couple
were held up for hours during which time the
woman started to go into labour and the twins
were born. However, being born premature,
the babies needed urgently to be placed into
an incubator to keep them warm. However,
despite desperately pleading with Israeli
authorities to be able to speed up the trip to
the hospital, the twins died on the way to the
hospital.

The third daily manifestation are the
Jewish settlements which dot the West Bank
like chickenpox and which despite freezes
and promises of cessation, the settlers
continue to arrive helped along by incentives
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country, called the Gini Index. The US rank-
ing of 45 in 2007 is the same as Argentina,
Cameroon, and Cote d’lvorie. The highest
inequality can be found in countries like
Namibia, South Africa, Haiti and Guatemala.
The US ranking of 45 compares poorly to
Japan (38), India (36), New Zealand, UK (34),
Greece (33), Spain (32), Canada (32), France
(32), South Korea (31), Netherlands (30),
Ireland (30), Australia (30), Germany (27),
Norway (25), and Sweden (23). Source: CIA
The World Factbook. (www.cia.gov/library/
publications/the-world-factbook/
fields/2172.html)

Rich people live an average of about
five years longer than poor people in the US.
Naturally, gross inequality has consequences in
terms of health, exposure to unhealthy working
conditions, nutrition and lifestyle. In 1980, the
most well off in the US had a life expectancy
of 2.8 years over the least well-off. As the
inequality gap widens, so does the life expect-
ancy gap. In 1990, the gap was a little less than
four years. In 2000, the least well-off could
expect to live to age of 74.7 while the most
well off had a life expectancy of 79.2 years.
Source: Elise Gould, “Growing disparities in life
expectancy,” Economic Policy Institute. (www.
epi.org/economic_snapshots/entry/
webfeatures_snapshots_20080716/)

Conclusion

These are extremely troubling facts for
anyone concerned about economic fairness,
equality of opportunity, and justice.

Thomas Jefferson once observed that the
systematic restructuring of society to benefit
the rich over the poor and middle class is a
natural appetite of the rich. “Experience declares
that man is the only animal which devours his
own kind, for | can apply no milder term to...
the general prey of the rich on the poor.” But
Jefferson also knew that justice can only be
delayed so long when he said, “I tremble for
my country when | reflect that God is just, that
his justice cannot sleep forever.”

The rich talk about the rise of socialism
to divert attention from the fact that they are
devouring the basics of the poor and everyone
else. Many of those crying socialism the loudest
are doing it to enrich or empower themselves.
They are right about one thing — there is a class
war going on in the US. The rich are winning
their class war, and it is time for everyone else
to fight back for economic justice.

Bill Quigley, Legal Director for the Centre
for Constitutional Rights; Professor, Loyola
New Orleans
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of up to $20,000 to colonise the Palestinian
territory. Jewish settlers are regularly seen
with arms which they use to harass and
intimidate Palestinians.

In addition they are often deprived of
water and electricity while some Israelis
continue to use water in abundance to fill
their swimming pools.

There is resistance and there are
regularl peaceful assemblies and marches of
Palestinian people in the streets of West Bank
towns, people paint the wall in colourful
and creative motifs to illustrate that it is not
a barrier in their minds and use Hip Hop to
express their resilience in song: to simply get
on with daily life and not let the occupation
prevent them from their desire to live their
lives with as much dignity as they can.

In the question and answer segment
which concluded the evening, Anna Baltzer
in answer to a question on the comparison of
the Holocaust endured by her Jewish forbears
and the policy of the state of Israel towards
the Palestinian people, reminded the audience

with more than a touch of irony that, “the
Palestinian people are genetically closer to
the Jews than the Arab people who live in
the countries surrounding Israel, and Jewish
history also suggests this joint existence in
that according to the Tel-EI-Amarna tablets
there were already ‘apiru’ (Hebrews) among
the Canaanites in the time of Egyptian rule
around 1200 BC.”

The spectre of the treatment of the
Palestinian people was raised again at a rally
held by the Refugee Rights Action Network
in Perth to protest the treatment of refugees in
detention centres and for an end to offshore
processing and the policies of distortion and
fear to characterise the plight of these people
who seek an escape from persecution by
oppressive regimes.

It is a reminder that many Palestinian
people are themselves refugees in
surrounding countries and are forbidden to
return to even visit the land for which they
still have the keys to their houses and the
plans and property deeds. &

Rumsfeld’s lies

Recent revelations by WikiLeaks show how top American leaders lied,
knowingly, to the American public, to American troops, and to the
world. Ellen Knickmeyer describes the carnage she saw as a Baghdad

bureau chief.

In the dark morning hours of February
22, 2006, a group of unknown attackers
detonated bombs in the northern Iraqgi city
of Samarra, bringing down the golden dome
of a revered Shia Muslim shrine.

A few hours later, | drove through
Baghdad and watched the country descend
into civil war. Then the Baghdad bureau chief
for The Washington Post, | drove with Iraqgi
and American colleagues to Sadr City, the
sprawling slum on the outskirts of the city.
We watched hundreds of black-clad religious
militiamen, waving their AK 47s in the air
and calling for revenge, in what would be the
start to a campaign of sectarian killing and
torture.

During visits to Baghdad’s morgue over
the next two days, | saw Sunni families
thronging to find the bodies of loved ones
killed by the militias. The morgue’s computer
registrar told the grim-faced families and me
that we would have to be patient; the morgue
had taken in more than 1,000 bodies since the
Samarra bombing, and was way behind on
processing corpses.

Here’s the thing, though: According to
then Secretary of Defence Donald Rumsfeld
and his top commanders, it never happened.
These Killings, these dead, did not exist.
According to them, reporters like myself
were lying.

“The country is not awash in sectarian
violence,” the top US commander in Iraq,
General George Casey said, on talk show
after talk show, making the rounds to tell
the American home-front not to worry. Civil
war? “l don’t see it happening, certainly
anytime in the near term,” he said, as he
denied the surge in sectarian violence.

Casey had taken his own drive around
Baghdad after the bombing of the Samarra
mosque and had seen, not executed bodies
in the streets but “a lot of bustle, a lot of
economic activity. Store fronts crowded,
goods stacked up on the street.”

Donald Rumsfeld held a news conference
at the Pentagon to say that US press reports
of killings — such as mine that estimated
1,300 dead in the immediate aftermath of the
bombing, based on what I had seen at the
morgue, interviews with Sunni survivors, UN
and Iraq health officials — were calculated
“exaggerated reporting.” Iragi security forces,
he said, “were taking the lead in controlling
the situation,” everything he assured his
listeners was “calming.”

American journalists in Baghdad were
under attack not just from Iragi insurgents,

Donald Rumsfeld.

but, at least verbally, from our own country’s
civilian and military commanders as well.

After the mosque bombing, I had the
twisting-in-the-wind experience of attending
the weekly press briefings at the Green Zone
— this war’s four o’clock follies — and have
the military spokesman insist that things were
great, implying that the problem wasn’t the
executed and mutilated bodies now found in
the streets; the problem was people like me.

Thanks to WikiLeaks, though, 1 now
know the extent to which top American
leaders lied, knowingly, to the American
public, to American troops, and to the world,
as the Irag mission exploded.

The American troops, who were risking
their lives on the ground, witnessed and
documented it themselves. Heavily redacted,
the log entries offer surreal but chilling
glimpses of the chaos that followed the
Samarra bombing on February 22. Within
hours of the bombing, US troops reported
gunmen attacking; open street fighting
between Shia and Sunni militias; rocket-
propelled grenade attacks on mosques;
assassinations and kidnappings.

Later, one US military patrol happens on
militia members dumping bodies on the side
of the street. The Killers speed away, leaving
the American soldiers with a grim discovery:
“bodies shot in the face...still warm,”
according to one log.

Iraq was not “calming,” as Rumsfeld
would have it. Rather, this was sectarian
war, and, over the next few months, the
Bush administration’s effort to convince
the world that everything was hunky-dory
in Iraq became less and less sustainable as
the slaughter continued. According to the
synopsis of the WikiLeaks documents by
The New York Times, the death toll in 2006
reached beyond 3,000 one month.

Late last year, | sat in on a seminar
at Harvard’s John F Kennedy School of
Government led by a former Bush official
in Irag and heard her say matter-of-factly
that more than 1,000 people died in one day
in the immediate killing after the Samarra
bombing.

But as the WikiLeaks documents show,
Casey and Rumsfeld must have known that
all along, owing to the accounts from their
forces. Despite the statements of the top
US commanders at the time, it wasn’t the
journalists in Baghdad who were lying.
Ellen Knickmeyer is a former Washington
Post bureau chief in Baghdad and Cairo.
Daily Beast &
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War should be
an election Issue

Amy Goodman

Just days away from crucial
midterm elections in the US,
WikilLeaks, the whistle-blower
website, unveiled the largest
classified military leak in history.
Almost 400,000 secret Pentagon
documents relating to the US
invasion and occupation of Iraq
were made available online.
The documents, in excruciating
detail, portray the daily torrent
of violence, murder, rape and
torture to which Iraqis have been
subjected since George W Bush
declared “Mission Accomplished.”
The WikilLeaks release, dubbed
“The lraq War Logs,” has been
topping the headlines in Europe.
But in the US, it barely warranted
a mention on the agenda-setting
Sunday talk shows.

First, the documents themselves.
I spoke with Julian Assange, the
founder and editor in chief of
WikiLeaks.org. He explained: “These
documents cover the periods of 2004
to the beginning of 2010. It is the most
accurate description of a war to have
ever been released ... each casualty,
where it happened, when it happened
and who was involved, according to
internal US military reporting.”

David Leigh, investigations editor
at the Guardian of London, told me
the leak “represents the raw material
of history ... what the unvarnished
version does is confirm what many of
us feared and what many journalists
have attempted to report over the
years, that Iraq became a bloodbath, a
real bloodbath of unnecessary killings,

of civilian slaughter, of torture and of
people being beaten to death.”

The reports, in bland bureaucratic
language and rife with military
jargon, are grisly in detail. Go to
the website and search the hundreds
of thousands of records. Words
like “rape,” “murder,” “execution,”
“kidnapping” and “decapitation”
return anywhere from hundreds to
thousands of reports, documenting
not only the scale and regularity of
the violence, but, ultimately, a new
total for civilian deaths in Irag.

The British-based Iraq Body
Count, which maintains a carefully
researched database on just the
documented deaths in Iraq, estimates
that the Irag War Logs document
an additional 15,000 heretofore
unrecorded civilian deaths, bringing
the total, from when the invasion
began, to more than 150,000 deaths,
80 percent of which are civilian.

In one case, in February 2007,
two Iragi men were attempting to
surrender, under attack by a US
helicopter gunship. The logs reveal
that the crew members called back
to their base and were told, “They
cannot surrender to aircraft and are
still valid targets.” The two were
killed. The helicopter unit was the
same one that, months later, attacked
a group of civilians in Baghdad,
killing all of the men, including two
Reuters employees, and injuring two
children. That case, also documented
in the Iraq War Logs, was the subject
of another high-profile WikilLeaks
release, which it called “Collateral
Murder.” The Apache helicopter’s
own video of the violent assault,

World community says
end the blockade

Last week the United Nations
General Assembly once again
passed a resolution urging the
United States to lift its 48-year
long economic blockade against
Cuba. For the 19th time the world
community of nations asked the
US to stop interfering into affairs
of another nation and listen to the
opinion of the majority of states.

Of the 192 United Nations
member nations 187 endorsed the
resolution. Two countries voted
against — the USA and Israel. Three
nations abstained — the Federated
States of Micronesia, the Marshall
Islands and Palau.

Official estimates of the Cuban
government indicate that the
blockade imposed 48 years ago
caused losses that totalled about
$751.3 billion by December 2009.
The blockade involves economic,
financial, political and diplomatic
constraints.

Even in the USA the majority
(61 percent) favour opening travel
between the US and Cuba and 50
percent want to end the blockade.

The Cuban ambassador to
Brazil, Carlos Zamora, pointed out
that “For us, the blockade should
be suspended unilaterally and
immediately. It was a blockade
done willingly and by force (by the
US) and is the main obstacle to the
social and economic development
of Cuba. It is inconceivable that
two neighbouring countries [Cuba
and the United States] cannot have
economic, commercial and cultural
relations.”

Bruno Rodrigues, Cuban
Foreign Minister, pointed out:
“Two years ago, the US President
proclaimed a new start with Cuba,
but the facts confirm that nothing
has changed. And he didn’t use the
broad prerogatives he has in order
to lighten the blockade”. &
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with the accompanying military radio
audio, revealed soldiers laughing
and cursing as they slaughtered the
civilians, and made headlines globally.

Imagine if the military operations
were not subject to such secrecy,
if the February murder of the two
men with their arms raised, trying to
surrender, had become public. If there
was an investigation and appropriate
punitive action was taken. Perhaps
Reuters videographer Namir Noor-
Eldeen, 22 years old, and his driver,
Saeed Chmagh, the father of four,
would be alive today, along with the
civilians they were unlucky enough
to be walking with that fateful July
day. That’s why transparency matters.

Sunday’s network talk shows
barely raised the issue of the largest
intelligence leak in US history. When
asked, they say the midterm elections
are their main focus. Fine, but war is
an election issue. It should be raised
in every debate, discussed on every
talk show.

I see the media as a huge kitchen
table, stretching across the globe
that we all sit around, debating and
discussing the most important issues
of the day: war and peace, life and
death. Anything less than that is a
disservice to a democratic society.
Truthdig &

US Apache helicopter.
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Dangerous cholera outbreak

Emile Scheppers

More than 200 people have died
in Haiti so far as the result of a
cholera outbreak, and at least
1,500 to 2,000 have become ill.
Haitian and international health
and aid authorities are scrambling
to intervene to help those already
sick and to prevent the epidemic
from spreading both within Haiti
and possibly to the neighbouring
Dominican Republic.

Cholera is a disease caused
by the bacteria Vibrio cholerae. It
is transmitted through water, and
outbreaks result from conditions of
poor sanitation affecting drinking
water and water used to prepare
food. Symptoms include vomiting
and extreme diarrhoea which in
turn causes rapid dehydration of the
body, resulting in organ failure, the
immediate cause of death.

If it is detected quickly, it can
be cured by a variety of procedures
including, crucially, replacing
the body fluids. But speed of
intervention is essential.

However, in the settings
where cholera typically occurs,
there may not be clean water
and food available, and local
health institutions may be quickly
overwhelmed by the number of
patients produced by the virulence
of the disease. Currently, cholera
is ravaging Nigeria and Cameroon
in Africa. It also broke out in the
context of the recent massive
flooding in Pakistan.

In Haiti, the first cases believed
to be cholera arose in the Artibonite
and Mirbalais regions in central
Haiti. These areas were not severely
damaged by the earthquake which
virtually destroyed the capital,

Port au Prince, in January, directly

killing more than a quarter of a
million people. However, many
refugees from Port au Prince

had moved northward into the
Artibonite Valley and have found
themselves living in substandard
and overcrowded conditions.

That the cholera might spread
to Port au Prince, where thousands
and thousands of people are still
living in makeshift camps, is a very
real danger. Since cholera has not
been seen in Haiti for many years
there is the added worry that many
people probably don’t have much
resistance to it.

Initially the World Health
Organisation was hesitant to
classify the disease symptoms as
indicating cholera, but Haitian
Minister of Public Health Alex
Larsen announced that Cuban
researchers working with the
Haitian ministry of health had
confirmed the diagnosis.

Cuba has had a long term
health mission in Haiti which
usually has 400 or more doctors
and other medical personnel
scattered around the country. After
the January earthquake, many other
countries sent in doctors, but most
of them have left while the Cubans
remain.

The initial cases of cholera
showed up at a hospital run by
the US based NGO “Partners in
Health” in the city of St Marc on
the coast, whose staff were quickly
overwhelmed. Now the Haitian
Ministry of Health is getting
support from the Red Cross, the
Pan American Health Organisation
and other institutions to try to stem
the epidemic.

The Haitian Ministry of
Health believes that the cholera
is being spread by the waters of

the Artibonite River, on which
hundreds of thousands of people
depend. The Artibonite valley
happens to be the main rice
growing area of Haiti. Some
varieties of rice there are grown
in flooded fields, similar to those
used in Asia. Haitian rice farmers
are extremely poor and have been
getting poorer.

So-called “free trade” imposed
upon Haiti by the United States in
the 1990s as a condition for helping
former President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide return to power after a
military coup, had a disastrous
effect on Haitian rice agriculture.
The virtual elimination of import
tariffs on rice has so undermined
Haitian rice agriculture that
thousands of farmers have had to
give it up entirely and seek work
in the capital. This is one reason
Port au Prince was so overcrowded
when the earthquake hit.

This April, former US President
Bill Clinton, now assigned by
the United Nations to coordinate
international help for Haiti,
admitted that this US policy
benefited large rice producers in
his home state of Arkansas but
hurt the Haitian people. However,
the trade policy continues, as the
international community focuses
on setting up offshore industries
in Haiti which will attract direct
foreign investment by offering a
low-wage work force.

After the January earthquake,
many countries promised massive
aid to Haiti. Venezuela cancelled
Haiti’s debts and Cuba increased
its already substantial medical aid.
However aid needed to reconstruct
housing and crucial infrastructure
has been moving very slowly.
People’s World &
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RK Sharma

There has been much in the news
about Kashmir. Most of what you
hear in regards to Kashmir is vio-
lence, separatists and the tensions
between India and Pakistan. Itis a
complex situation with a history of
twists and turns and battles.

Kashmir is the last major question
to be resolved stemming from India’s
British colonial past, the freedom
struggle and the 1947 partition of
India and Pakistan. It has been the
cause of war between India and
Pakistan. It’s also an issue that can
be settled by only the two countries:
India and Pakistan.

US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton recently told reporters from
Pakistan who asked the United States
to “ease” or “facilitate” the issue that
the US cannot intervene if one of the
parties (India) does not want it.

As President Barack Obama
prepares to visit India in November,
reports in the Indian press say the
Kashmir issue is “unlikely to figure
during talks” between Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and Obama in
New Delhi. The “US considers this
an ‘internal’ matter of India,” Indian
sources have said.

To understand why India
considers this an “internal” matter
and something to be settled directly
with Pakistan and not a third party
facilitator lies in the history of
Kashmir and the Indian subcontinent.

When British colonialists faced
the first war of India’s independence
in 1857, they started dividing the
subcontinent. First® they separated
Burma (now known as Myanmar),
followed by Nepal, and then Ceylon
(now Sri Lanka). Then, in 1905, the
British tried to divide Bengal from
the rest of “British India” but the
Bengalese put up a massive struggle,
sacrificing thousands of lives. They
won the much sought after unity,
until the 1947 partition, which
divided Bengal again. Along with
the division of Punjab, the partition
was made on a religious basis with

Muslim-majority districts being part
of the newly-created Muslim state of
Pakistan. Punjab and Bengal were at
the time of independence known as
“British ruled” states.

But, there were still 650 princely
states at the time of freedom where
the rulers — not the people — were
given the right to accede to India
or Pakistan. (Some argue that had it
been the “people’s choice” Pakistani
provinces like Balochistan, Frontier
provinces and possibly Sindh would
have opted out of Pakistan.)

Kashmir in 1947 was a princely
state with Muslims, Hindus, and
other religions, ruled by Hindu
Kings as part of the larger Muslim-
ruled Mughal Empire. At the time of
independence Kashmir was ruled by
the last of the maharajas, Hari Singh.

year or so later, the United Nations
voted for a referendum calling for
a vote by the Kashmiri people on
whether to accede to Pakistan and
India.

Nehru out of his unflinching faith
in secularism and its roots among the
Kashmiri people was confident of
winning the plebiscite and wanted one
to go forward, however India’s federal
cabinet never endorsed it. (Years later,
Pakistan eventually said they would
not insist on a plebiscite.)

After the war in the 1970s,
in which East Pakistan won
its independence and became
Bangladesh, Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Bhutto and India’s Indira Gandhi
signed a pact known as the Simla
agreement. Both agreed to respect a
line of control and not to allow a third

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Bhutto
and India’s Indira Gandhi both
agreed to respect a line of control
and not to allow a third party
intervention on the Kashmir Issue.

About the same time, Sheikh
Mohammed Abdullah - the leader
of Kashmir’s largest political party
and a close friend to India’s first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
(who was also from Kashmir) —
became the first chief minister of
Kashmir. This occurred after Singh
wrote a letter of accession to India
addressed to the British governor
Lord Mountbatten.

War erupted (one of the four
wars between India and Pakistan)
fuelled by partition and Cold War
machinations. Troops from Pakistan
and India were sent to Kashmir. A

party intervention on the Kashmir
issue, neither the United Nations, nor
any nation.

Now, part of Kashmir is with
India, and other parts Pakistan, and
still a third part is under Chinese
control.

The Indian Constitution grants a
special status to Jammu and Kashmir,
which is the current name of the
Indian state, and even an autonomous
status is under negotiation between
the state legislature and the central
government.

Since Kashmir’s first Chief
Minister Sheikh Abdullah, elections

Report:

western presence fuels
Yemen, Somalia insecurity

Selah Hennessy

A new report says Western security
measures in Yemen and Somalia
are fuelling militancy because
local populations see it as a form
of aggression.

Yemen expert Ginny Hill
co-authored the report that was
published by the London-based
research group Chatham House.

“The US administration has
been providing training and military
equipment to the Yemeni armed
forces for several years now,”
said Hill. “And there has been an
increase in that cooperation and that
relation over the course of the last
year. There have been a number of
strikes where the US is alleged to
have been involved. The key thing
to note is that al-Qaida’s leadership
remains intact despite the increase
in resources and the increase in
activity.”

Yemen became a focus of
Western security concerns after
a Yemen based group linked to
al-Qaida claimed responsibility

for a failed attempt to blow up a

US-bound flight last December.
Earlier this month, militants

in Yemen’s capital attacked an

armed British embassy car that was

carrying a senior British diplomat.

Hill says there is a danger that
Western-backed security measures
could contribute to tension inside
Yemen.

“It is driving a wedge between
the president and the tribes and
in a country where there is an
enormous amount of hostility
towards American foreign policy
in the region, it is contributing to
perceptions that the government
of Yemen does not legitimately
represent its population,” Hill said.

She says rather than a military
focus, the drive should be towards
bringing economic and political
stability to the country.

Co-author Sally Healy, also
from Chatham House, says the
report wanted to highlight the acute
differences between Somalia and
Yemen. She says it is dangerous
for security experts to lump them

together. Western policies in both
countries, she says, should look at
the real issues in each country.

“It should be imbedded in
political settlements that make
sense locally and just giving
security assistance to an ally or
a friend in the region does not
stabilise the situation if there
are a lot of outstanding political
problems yet to be resolved,” Healy
said.

A new prime minister
has recently been appointed
in Somalia. Since the current
government was formed in 2004,
it has had two presidents and three
prime ministers. Rebel groups
control much of the south and
centre of the country.

The report says Washington
is arming, training, and funding
local proxies in Yemen in order
to combat terrorism. It says
Washington channels its support
for the transitional government
in Somalia through the African
peacekeeping force.
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Kashmir peace Is a long climb
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have taken place for Jammu and
Kashmir government. The current
chief minister is Sheikh Abdullah’s
grandson, Omar Abdullah, who is,
like his grandfather, progressive in
political outlook.

Kashmiris of India elected young
Abdullah in their most recent general
elections ending December 24, 2008.
Kashmiri separatist sections called for
a boycott. But few seemed to have
listened, as there was a massive turn
out of voters, with long queues at the
8,000 polling booths.

Kashmir has a relatively higher
standard of living than most of India
(and Pakistan). Indian Kashmiri
women are educated in modern
schools and colleges instead of in
narrow, strict religious-based schools
or no schooling at all. According to
a recent survey only six percent of
Kashmiris are below India’s poverty
level. English is spoken at a high rate.
Students from neighbouring Punjab
and Himachal states go to Kashmir for
college. Mobile phones and computers
are in common use.

Reports say the economic and
literacy status of Kashmiris under
Pakistani rule are lower.

The recent violence in Indian
Kashmir began when police shot a
Muslim boy after a group threw rocks
at them. In the ensuing protests, more
than 60 people were killed. Kashmir
and Jammu government came under
swift criticism for the way it handled
the situation, and eventually made
restitution to the victims’ families and
freed jailed teenagers.

Communist Party of India-Marxist

Curious about Cubn?
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- food security?
- education?

leader Sitaram Yechury had led some
members of an all-party delegation
to meet separatist leaders as well as
displaced Kashmiri Pandits (Hindus),
besides holding talks with other
sections of the people there.

At the same time, there are
Pakistan-supported criminal gangs
and individuals that have focused
for years on attacking India and
Jammu and Kashmir through violent
means. The ideology that sustains
such attacks is religious extremism,
which is in contradiction to the
long history of Indian and Kashmiri
secularism.

India’s Delhi government recently
appointed a three-person team of
interlocutors to discuss with all parties
in Kashmir (from separatists to ruling
Kashmiri parties) a solution “in line
with the aspirations of the Kashmiri
people.”

Kashmir’s chief minister and
members of parliament from
the region warn of the danger of
“independence” seekers. Reflecting
the regional worries of violence
in Afghanistan and Pakistan, CM
Abdullah said, “You will be engulfed
by the Al Qaeda movement” if Jammu
and Kashmir secede from the Indian
Union.

MP Farooq Abdullah also warned
that separatists and their supporters
do not know the dire security and
democratic consequences of forming
a separate state. The Taliban from
Pakistan and Afghanistan will be
ruling Kashmir if independence is
obtained, he said.
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Obama should
hand back prize

The Nobel Peace Prize should
be awarded to James Assange
of WikiLeaks fame. Last year’s
recipient Barack Obama should
hand his back to the Stockholm
mob or out of moral conviction
hand it over to James.

James has done more in educating
our humanity about our inhumanity
than all the Presidents and Prime
Ministers of our world. At great risk
to himself he has released hundreds
of thousands of secretly acquired
documents from such institutions as
the Pentagon.

In recent days he has released
40,000 documents depicting the unjus-
tifiable horror and cruelty inflicted
by the US military and CIA in Abu
Ghraib and Guantanamo.

The US military and many of its
so-called coalition partners are guilty
of horrendous inhumanity let alone
numerous war crimes. The disgrace-
ful Barack Obama and his partner
in silence Hillary Clinton had the
audacity to front the world media and
declare that James Assange should
not have acquired and released this
information. If only there were more
people like James Assange.

Our tenuous hold on our unfold-
ing human rights language depends
on people such as James Assange. |
often contemplate that the discovery

of truth is often outstripped by our
ability to manifest deceit. James is a
person of honour and our politicians,
all who remain silent, reek of shame.
Gerry Georgatos

WA

Setting the
record straight

I was impressed by the article from
Bob Treasure in The Guardian
(October 6). Unlike most opinions
about China advanced from the
left, it actually looked beneath
the surface and examined China’s
objective conditions. I am very
disappointed that some comrades
seem to have ignored the content
of the article and continued to only
observe surface phenomena.

We should have no romantic
illusions about Mao Zedong’s China.
Healthcare was free but also terribly
basic and not available in many
villages which had NO resident
doctors. Health practitioners outside
of Beijing or other major cities often
had little or no medical training and
lacked even the most fundamental
health equipment. Welfare was offered
but this was barely above starvation
levels. Cultural Revolution China was
guided by ridiculous slogans such as:
“The Two Whatevers” (Whatever
Chairman Mao says is right, whatever
Chairman Mao orders we will do).
How is that dialectical materialism?

Rather than plunge people into
poverty, the opening and reform
process raised hundreds of millions
out of poverty. Hundreds of millions!
Doesn’t sound like the grim picture
Steve has painted for us. No one
wants to return to the dark days of
“poverty socialism” preached by the
gang of four.

How does one reckon the Chinese
government to be an “oppressive
regime”? Sounds like the language

of our friends in The Australian or
other politically bad sources.

The Communist Party of China
has seen the socialist world fall apart
around them and were under threat
themselves in 1989 so instead of
waiting for defeat they struck out on
a brave new path.

They correctly analysed their
conditions and embarked upon a long
term plan to develop socialism in their
country, all the while knowing they
were surrounded by enemies. Alan
is correct to be concerned; all good
communists should be because the
future of the Chinese revolution will
affect us all.

However instead of heaping
misinformed criticism on the Chinese,
let’s get off our behinds and build
socialism in our own country! Once
we build a large and well organised
Party that successfully achieves
socialism then we can start giving
advice to our Chinese friends.

Michael Hooper
China and the Future

Reply

Alan Miller is right to be “wor-
ried” about the policies of the
Chinese Communist Party, because
they are a gamble and they do
present some totally unprecedented
contradictions. | don’t believe
my article (“China: Capitalist or
Socialist” Guardian 06/10/2010)
dodged these worrisome issues
at all. Instead it made a plea for
some understanding of the Chinese
Party’s perspective.

There are two fundamental things
to remember about the Chinese
“Experiment”. One, that Marx
regarded industrial capitalism as a
progressive stage in history. Yes, it
causes massive pain, as all huge his-
torical revolutions do, but you cannot
stop the dynamic of its development.
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Two, that every communist
revolution which occurred in the 20th
century (with the possible exception
of Czechoslovakia) inherited a feudal/
peasant political economy, not an
advanced capitalist one as Marx had
projected. They therefore had to deal
with the reality of the economics of
scarcity and “create” an industrialist
phase from scratch within a socialist
state — not an easy task.

Now the Chinese have reached
an economic phase beyond scar-
city and they have a rich array of
political choices before them: they

can continue to rely on capitalist
exploitation and class distinction to
accumulate wealth (worrisome), or
they can commence the building of
a totally new and advanced socialist
society (inspirational).

I believe socialists need inspira-
tional models to point to, in practice,
to show skeptics that socialism can
work. In this context the achievements
of the CPC should not be dismissed,
but warrant further analysis.

Bob Treasure
Warrimoo NSW

At the current rate of doing business,
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Stall tactics
continue Victoria’s
appalling land
rights record

We are on the threshold of significant and
lasting reform that will bring native title in
Victoria into the modern age. A Traditional
Owner Settlement Bill, now before State
Parliament, is an opportunity to address
the appalling level of access of Victoria’s
traditional owners to their lands.

Just 0.05 percent of land in Victoria is
Indigenous land, the lowest of any state in
Awustralia — even lower than in Tasmania, where
it is five times higher at 0.25 percent.

Some parliamentarians have sought to delay
consideration of the bill indefinitely, and, in
doing so, would deny Indigenous Victorians
the benefit of the legislation. Sadly, Indigenous
issues have become a political football.

It has been suggested that there is no need
for a comprehensive new framework, because
the Parliament is already empowered to
negotiate native title settlements one at a time.
But “if it’s not broke, don’t fix it” is a recipe
for exorbitant cost and delay.

The reality is the Commonwealth’s Native
Title Act has not worked for Victoria’s traditional
owners. It has not “rectified the consequences
of past injustices” or “given them the full
recognition and status” to which they are
entitled, as articulated in the preamble of the
federal act.

native title claims in Victoria will take another
50 years or so to resolve. The bulk of the
resources in the system are squandered on a
complex and adversarial litigation process
that does not address the human experience
of discrimination, or compensate people for
the historic expropriation of traditional lands
and waters.

As illustrated by native title determinations
around the country, even a positive court
outcome that recognises traditional rights to hunt
and fish may do little to rejuvenate the economic
life of Indigenous groups, provide opportunities
for land management, or establish effective
processes that lead to cultural recognition and
strengthening.

The Victorian approach is to give due
recognition and deliver concrete, practical
benefits and economic opportunities into the
hands of traditional owners.

Some parliamentarians have suggested that
consultation on the bill has been insufficient.
But unlike other legislative initiatives across
Australia, which have been introduced without
substantial engagement with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander leaders, the development
of Victoria’s policy and the subsequent bill
reflects a true partnership with traditional
owners.

The bill is the product of a year-long
negotiation process between state government
officers and a Victorian traditional owner peak
body, a process informed by wide-ranging
analysis of best practice, nationally and
internationally.

A full 14 months later, the proposed
legislation is now before the Parliament, yet
some politicians are still suggesting that an
extensive period of consideration is needed for
its implications to be digested.

Perhaps the ink is still relatively fresh when
it comes to the intricate details of legal drafting,
but there are no surprises in the substantive
content of the bill, its mechanisms, and its
motivations.

It reflects the key recommendations of a
93-page report from the steering committee |
chaired on a proposed policy framework that
would expedite the resolution of land justice and

Photo of a group of Aborigines in Victoria, circa 1858.

native title matters in this state, while protecting
the existing interests of third parties.

It is a bill that promises to bring the kinds
of equity, clarity and flexibility to the resolution
of native title that Indigenous groups, as well
as the Commonwealth and state governments,
have been calling for in recent years.

Some people may suggest that the bill does
not go far enough and, yes, it is only a first step.
But it is an essential step, and it provides the
legal framework for the substantive outcomes
that are long overdue in Victoria.

The legislation will enable local agreements
to be negotiated between traditional owners and
the state, finally addressing traditional owners’
aspirations for land justice, providing proper
recognition for the diversity of Aboriginal
cultures, and securing the rights and wellbeing
of future generations — which is ultimately to
the benefit of all Victorians.

The bill seeks to address the shortcomings
of the current native title system in a
comprehensive way, through a single state-based
framework that will expedite the settlement of
claims with equity.

This is a highly innovative piece of public
policy championed by the Attorney-General,
Rob Hulls. If adopted, it has the potential to
make a significant and lasting contribution to
reconciliation in Victoria and deliver real and
practical outcomes for Victorian traditional
owners.

In these matters, where Victoria has
historically lagged behind the other states and
territories, it is now time to lead.

Professor Mick Dodson is director of the
National Centre for Indigenous Studies at
the Australian National University. @
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Worth Watching 11

A

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sun Nov 7 —
Sat Nov 13

Over the last century or more,
cabaret proved enduringly
popular in societies where decadence
and political ferment flourished side
by side: Batista’s Cuba, the prohibi-
tion New York night-club scene,
Weimar Germany.

The last named of these was made
popular by the works of Christopher
Isherwood, in particular his two
novels Mr Norris Changes Trains
(1935) and Goodbye to Berlin (1939)
(often published together in a collec-
tion called The Berlin Stories). These
in turn became the 1951 play and
1955 film I Am a Camera (both star-
ring Julie Harris), the 1966 Broadway
musical and 1972 film Cabaret.

A key character in any cabaret is
the Emcee. Alan Cumming played
the Emcee in Cabaret on Broadway
and in the West End. In The Real
Cabaret (ABC2 Sunday November
7 at 7.30pm) he takes us to Berlin,
to visit the sites of Weimar Berlin
associated with Isherwood.

He interviews various experts on
the era and performers of Kurt Weil’s
music like Ute Lemper, in an attempt
to understand the allure of cabaret
and its fate at the hands of the Nazis.

Many of the cabaret performers

were Jews, of course, but not all, and
yet the Nazis closed all the cabarets
because cabaret in Berlin was also
political, a hot bed of anti-Nazi
activism and propaganda. Ute Lemper
tries to make this point but Cumming
continues to see politics only in terms
of race.

Otherwise the program is
interesting and informative.

rue Stories (ABC2

Wednesdays from
November 10 at 9.25pm) is a
new five-part documentary series
from the US originally made for the
Smithsonian Channel. The “hook” for
the series is that each episode sup-
posedly tells the true story that was
the basis of a famous modern film,
such as The Exorcist or The Silence
of the Lambs.

The first episode, Casino, covers
the same ground as Martin Scorsese’s
blockbuster of that title, about the
FBI’s efforts to break the Mafia’s
control of Las Vegas. The cynical
would say, given the close connection
between organised crime and big
business (where “black” money is a
useful source of funds for takeover
bids, bribes, hidden bonuses, etc),
that the FBI’s actions were really a
means of removing the old-fashioned
hoodlums that the new crime and
business bosses had outgrown.

Be that as it may, the most
interesting feature of the program
is the way self-confessed mobster
murderer Frank Cullotta is treated
as a kind of celebrity. Safe now in
the “witness protection program”,
he gives interviews to the media on
how the Mob worked and who got
“whacked” and by whom.

Crime prevention in the most
advanced capitalist country is just as
it appears on TV: a form of guerrilla
warfare. What a social system!

his week on Last Chance
To See (ABC1 Sundays
7.30pm) Stephen Fry and naturalist

The Real Cabaret (ABC2 Sunday November 7 at 7.30pm) — Alan Cumming & Liza Minnelli

Mark Carwardine fly to New Zealand
in search of the flightless Kakapo
parrot.

Like most of the other animals
featured in this series, the Kakapo
is close to extinction, conserved
only through a tremendous effort
by a dedicated band of naturalists
and scientists, who have cleared all
the predators off a tiny island south
of New Zealand in which the big,
amiable parrot can hopefully recoup
its numbers.

This strategy has become a
blueprint for saving other endangered
species in other parts of the world,
but the incredible effort needed to
save the few surviving examples of
a species just emphasises the folly
of not acting earlier, when they were
still plentiful.

Along the way, the boys look
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in on New Zealand’s national bird,
the Kiwi, also threatened, and on
the Weta, a kind of giant cricket,
the biggest insect in the world. Weta
conservation is well funded thanks
to Peter Jackson, director of Lord Of
The Rings, who has adopted the Weta
as his logo.

f you asked former PM John

Howard to act as your guide
on a TV program about Australia, he
could certainly do it, but it would be a
biased, conservative depiction of this
country and its inhabitants.

Something very similar is how
I see An African Journey With
Jonathon Dimbleby (ABC1 Tuesdays
from November 9 at 8.30pm).
There is unquestionably a lot of
interesting stuff in it, but he is such
a political conservative (as was his
father) that while he is applauding the
establishment of small businesses and
shops or the crowning of a local king,
you just know he has to be missing the
political forces that are really shaping
the future of the continent.

Television has an insatiable

appetite for stories. It con-
sumes them with great gusto. To avoid
having to establish the characters
afresh each week, producers prefer
series with continuing characters, even
if the plot changes weekly.

Andrew Knight, the writer of
the ABC’s new drama series Rake
(ABC1 Thursdays from November
4 at 8.30pm), has chosen to make his

characters lawyers, their friends and
their clients. This provides a good
mix of regulars and weekly “guests”,
while keeping them all well dressed
and well educated.

If that sounds a little snobby,
remember that is the demographic
the show is aimed at.

The central character, played
by Richard Roxburgh, is certainly
no saint (good heavens, the fellow
doesn’t even pay his taxes). But he
won’t let a man go down for a crime
he did not commit.

The idea that he has to beat the
women off with a stick, however, is
absurd as well as unnecessary, and
suggests nothing so much as lazy
scriptwriting.

So does the relentless use of
“Orstralianisms” in the dialogue.
Establishing verisimilitude for an
Australian setting requires more than
a collation of swearwords. The script
gives the impression it is trying too
hard in this respect.

When you consider the real legal
(and illegal) shenanigans that go on in
any Australian city today, you would
think that Knight, had he wished,
could have devised some really hard-
hitting stories.

Otherwise, the series is certainly
watchable, helped by a high quality
cast. It lacks charm, although I suspect
Roxburgh is supposed to supply
that. If so, it is not going to happen.
Perhaps it will come with time? &
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You might be a
Marxist if ...
You want to end
the exploitation
of workers

David S Pena

Capitalism exploits workers. Since
the vast majority of people in our
capitalist society have to work for
a living, it’s no exaggeration to say
that the majority of people in our
country, and throughout the world,
are exploited workers.

What does it mean to say that
workers are exploited? In Marxist
theory, exploitation means that
workers are literally robbed by
capitalists. Of course the capitalists
never admit this. They claim that they
pay their workers a fair day’s pay for
a fair day’s work; that you’re paid
for what you produce, no less and
no more. But Marxists say that’s not
what really happens.

The capitalists have set up a
system in which they (the minority)
own the machinery, factories, farms
and other means of production needed
to produce the necessities of life such
as food, clothing, and shelter. The
workers (the majority) usually have
no other way to make a living than
to sell but their ability to work. They
have to sell this ability (their labour
power) to the capitalists in order to
earn wages. In other words, they have
to get jobs. Wages are then used by
workers to buy the products necessary
to sustain their lives.

What is the value of your ability
to labour? According to Marx, your
labour power is worth whatever
amount of money (or commaodities)
is necessary to keep you alive and
working. That doesn’t sound like
much of a life, but let’s go with that
assumption and see what happens.

Imagine that you need to make
$50 per day in order to feed, house,
and clothe yourself. You find a job

at an auto parts factory owned by a
capitalist who agrees to pay you $50
per 8-hour day, or $6.25 an hour.
Your day is spent making parts that
the capitalist sells to one of the big
automakers for $100 a piece, and you
manage to produce 100 parts per day.

Think about it — you are
producing $1,250 worth of product
per hour, $10,000 worth per day and
$80,000 worth in a 40-hour week!
Amazing isn’t it? You, the worker,
have the ability to create a tremendous
amount of value where there was none
before. And it’s in the capitalist’s
interest to get you to produce as much
as humanly possible either by forcing
you to work more hours in a day or

Here’s why it’s important. At
$20.83 per minute, it takes about 2
minutes and 40 seconds for you to
produce $50 worth of value. In other
words, you have to work less than 3
minutes to produce the $50 that covers
your salary. At this point, everything
seems fair and square. You do $50
worth of work, and that’s exactly what
you’re going to be paid. But don’t
forget that you have to work 8 hours
to get the $50 that it takes you less
than 3 minutes to produce. That’s the
catch, and that’s how you get robbed.
In order for the privilege of working
in that capitalist’s factory to get a
measly $50, you have to agree to stay
8 hours and produce over $10,000

less than 3 minutes of work and force
you to work over 7 hours of unpaid
labour just to get that tiny paycheque.
In our example, if you had been paid
for what you produced, you would
have made $1,250 that day. Think
about your own situation at work and

The wealth of capitalist societies
IS based on the robbery of
workers through forced,
surplus labour.

making you work faster — preferably,
for the capitalist, both.

But we need to get clear about
something you might not have
noticed. Remember that you are
producing $1,250 worth of value
every hour, which boils down to
about $20.83 per minute. Is it really
important to know that? Absolutely.

worth of value, value that is stolen
from you by the capitalist — literally
stolen because the capitalist takes it
without paying for it.

Capitalists constantly tell you
that you’re getting paid for what you
produce, that you’re compensated
fairly for the time you put in, but in
reality the capitalist can pay you for
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how it fits this example.

That 7-plus hours of unpaid
labour time is called surplus labour,
and it produced $1,200 in surplus
value — surplus for the capitalist,
not the worker! It’s as if you are
paying the capitalist more than the
capitalist is paying you. You are
giving him un-paid labour time. The
entire capitalist society is set up to
make this look normal and fair, and
the police, courts, and army set up to
enforce capitalists’ ability to exploit
labour. Surplus labour, and the surplus
value that it produces, is the source
of capitalist profit. Thus the wealth
of capitalist societies is based on the
robbery of workers through forced,
surplus labour.

Here’s a brief look at how
exploitation was explained in some
of the Marxist classics, which are
still the best sources to read for a
deeper understanding of this issue and
other aspects of the conflict between

capitalism and socialism. In chapter 11
of Socialism: Utopian and Scientific,
Frederick Engels wrote:

“The appropriation of unpaid
labour is the basis of the capitalist
mode of production and of the
exploitation of the worker that occurs
under it; that even if the capitalist
buys the labour power of his labourer
at its full value as a commodity on the
market, he yet extracts more value
from it than he paid for; and that
in the ultimate analysis this surplus
value forms those sums of value from
which are heaped up the constantly
increasing masses of capital in the
hands of the possessing classes.”

Karl Marx’s Capital is the best
source for an in-depth, technical
explanation of labour exploitation
under capitalism. In capital v. 1,
chapter 9, Marx used the term
“necessary labour-time” to designate
the part of day during which workers
labour to cover their own wages. He
called the rest of the day, “the second
period of the labour process,” in
which the worker produces surplus-
value which, for the capitalist, has
all the charms of something created
out of nothing.

“This part of the working day |
call surplus labourtime, and to the
labour expended during that time |
give the name of surplus labour....
What distinguishes the various
economic formations of society —
the distinction between for example
a society based on slave-labour and a
society based on wage-labour — is the
form in which this surplus labour is in
each case extorted from the immediate
producer, the worker.”

Outraged by this extortion and
want to put an end to it? Sounds
like you’re a Marxist. Are you
unconvinced and thinking of all
kind of questions and objections?
Stay tuned. They’ll be dealt with
next month.
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