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Behind the 
Murray-Darling uproar
Peter Mac

Ten days ago, the offi cial guide to 
the forthcoming Murray-Darling 
Basin Plan was released by the 
independent Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority. The Guide depicts 
a grim future for the natural 
environment in the river system’s 
eighteen catchments and the 
Murray mouth, unless current sur-
face and ground water allocations 
are reduced. Its recommended 
reductions range from 15 to 23 
percent for the Lachlan catchment, 
up to 40 to 45 percent for Loddon 
and Ovens.

The predominant reaction from 
farmers and members of communities 
in the most affected areas has 
been great anger and anxiety for 
their future. Predictably, the most 
vocal opponents have included 
representatives of the big-irrigator 
sections of agriculture, particularly the 
agricultural corporations that cultivate 
rice and cotton, which are targeted for 
the biggest cuts.

River communities would 
certainly be effected by the reductions 
(although not as badly as estamated 
by the irrigators, whose fi gures make 
no allowance for compensating 
employment programs, as the 
Authority’s do). Nevertheless, the 
Murray Darling Plan is crucial for 
the survival of these rivers, which 
are currently dying from inadequate 
fl ows, resulting from droughts and 
overgenerous water allocations. If the 
rivers die, most of the wildlife that 
still survives in and around them will 
disappear. Mush of the landscape, and 
much of the agriculture that currently 
fl ourishes around the rivers, will be 
ruined. 

True or false
In order to understand the 

implications of the Plan, and the 
necessity for its implementation, it 
is essential to dispel a number of 
misconceptions about it.

Firstly, the Plan is not just 
concerned with conserving the 
environment. The Plan emanates 
from the 2007 federal Water Act, 
which requires the degradation of 
the Murray-Darling environment to 
be reversed, but with the minimum 
impact on the social and economic 

life of the communities in the affected 
areas.

Secondly, the plan offers only 
a “bottom line” solution to the 
environmental crisis. There are 
a large number of unpredictable 
phenomena that would infl uence the 
outcome of any move to improve 
the river environment by reducing 
water allocations. The maximum 
recommended reduction, offering 
the best chance of saving the 
environment, is 7,600 gigalitres per 
year. However, the Basin Authority 
considered this would have far 
too great a social and economic 
impact. They decided that in order to 
minimise this impact in accordance 
with the Water Act’s requirements, 
they would recommend a reduction 
of only 4,000 gigalitres, close to the 
recommended minimum reduction 
level of 3,000 gigalitres.

In short, there is virtually no 
room for altering the plan so that 
it requires less stringent reductions 
in agricultural water allocations, 
without perpetuating the current 
environmental crisis.

Harsh reality, real 
solutions

Despite denials of innocence by 
the major irrigators, the major reasons 
for the crisis were undoubtedly 

over-allocation of water for irrigation 
projects, in particular the “water 
guzzling” cultivation of rice and 
cotton (the main target of the Plan), 
combined with long periods of 
drought.

And it is no good just blaming 
the weather, as some commentators 
have done. In hard times we can 
reduce water consumption, but there 
is nothing we can do about the rain. 
Rainfall “seeding” seems no closer 
to practical application than when 
it was fi rst tested some sixty years 
ago. Nor does the solution lie in the 
construction of more dams, given 
that the existing dams and other 
water diversion systems have been a 
signifi cant factor in the environmental 
deterioration of the river system.

The Murray-Darling Plan is based 
on the assumption that climate change 
is a reality. It also accepts as accurate 
scientifi c predictions of a decline in 
average rainfall of ten percent over 
the next 20 years within the Murray 
Darling catchments.

There are certainly long-term 
prospects for the adoption of 
agricultural and industrial activities 
by means of which Australia could 
play its part in modifying the impact 
of climate change on rainfall. They 
include a dramatic reduction in 
the nation’s per capita emission of 
greenhouse gases, as well as the 

preservation of “carbon sinks” such 
as existing forests, and large-scale 
reforestation, particularly in degraded 
areas.

In the immediate term the 
Murray-Darling system must achieve 
an overall reduction in the agricultural 
water allocations, by restricting 
our agricultural activities to those 
most appropriate to our climate, 
soil types and material conditions, 
and by phasing out the broadacre 
irrigation cultivation (which results  
in maximum loss of water through 
evaporation), particularly of rice and 
cotton, whose growth requires huge 
quantities of water.

This cuts across the vested 
interests of major agricultural 
irrigation corporations, who have 
been the most vocal opponents of the 
Plan. Their complaints have centred 
on the impact of implication of the 
Plan for rural communities, and on 
rising food prices – but not on their 
corporate profi t levels.

They have succeeded in 
compounding the anxiety felt by 
small farmers, many of whom have 
joined their ranks. But not all. One 
farmer, whose property near the 
Victoria-NSW border includes river 
banks covered with thousands of dead 
or dying river red gum trees, described 
the treatment of the rivers up to date 
as “murder”, and commented:

“A good healthy red gum 
symbolises a healthy environment. 
… Environmental damage is not 
caused in times of drought, but in 
times when rivers should be fl owing 
freely over the main streams to 
restore life to ephemeral creeks, lakes 
and swamps.”

He also criticised the confl icting 
plans and loyalties of the various 
state governments, and the long 
dependence on dam construction as a 
means to control the rivers, declaring: 
“There is one rule for Victoria on the 
south side of the Murray, a rule for 
NSW on this side, and another rule 
for the Murrumbidgee. It’s just silly. 
It’s all one river. It’s all one system. 
The biggest plus out of the Plan, I 
hope, is that it takes away the state 
parochialism, because that is the 
biggest problem with all water issues 
in Australia.”

Another experienced farmer 
wrote:

“Objections to this plan are 
unfounded. … It is a furphy to say 
we will be short of food. We have 
plenty of land and plenty of water to 
grow enormous quantities of food, 
even after the environment gets its 
share. The Plan, if it is not derailed, 
will bring about a win-win situation 
for all Australians.”

Continued on page 2

Murray River South Australia.



2 The Guardian
October 20 2010

 The Guardian
Issue 1477 October 20, 2010

PRESS FUND
Last month banks foreclosed on 100,000 home mortgages in the 
US, but homes are still being demolished because buyers can’t be 
found for them. Prior to the great financial crash, in order to boost 
their turnover the banks had offered home loans to those least able 
to afford them, with no regard to the tragic consequences for the 
families concerned. Good times one day, bad times the next – that’s 
business! Alas, the Press Fund contributions are a bit like that. Two 
weeks ago, for example, we got our best weekly total for the year, 
but last week we only had one contributor. We need your support 
all the time, so please send us something for the next issue. Our 
sincere thanks go to the following contributors this week:
Les Bromfield, in memory of Earl Marchant $10
R Girvan $10, “Round Figure” $10
This week’s total: $30 Progressive total: $4,850

War and refugees – facing reality
The Gillard government has announced that children and 

vulnerable family groups will be moved out of detention centres 
and into accommodation in the community. That is undoubtedly 
a good development. There is not much point speculating whether 
this is the result of an attack of conscience, a response to pressure 
from the parliamentary Greens, or a cynical public relations move 
worthy of the ABC TV series, The Hollow Men.

Whatever the case, it appears a portion of the desperate 
population of asylum seekers being punished with mandatory 
detention will move out from behind the razor wire of Australia’s 
privately run detention centres. It is not yet certain exactly where 
this accommodation will be found or what the role of charities and 
community organisations in the process will be. What is clear, as 
reported recently by human rights group Amnesty International, 
which visited the detention centre on Christmas Island, is that the 
mental health of detainees is deteriorating rapidly. As the mental 
state of detainees deteriorates, the possibility of self-harm or suicide 
increases.

In the name of humanity and decency, the government will have 
to move to release all asylum seekers into the community after the 
completion of identity, security and health checks.

Another shameful fact is that Australia is again host to a 
sprawling network of detention camps and centres. The federal 
government has announced two new camps will be opened in 
Western Australia and South Australia. Two sites in Darwin and 
another in Melbourne are being prepared as part of a “contingency 
plan”. And, of course, there are still negotiations going on to open 
a “regional processing centre” to capture the fl ow of refugees on 
East Timor. While Abbott’s Liberals love to score points on the 
detail, the nature and scale of these plans would be welcomed by 
the Opposition and would warm John Howard’s heart.

The East Timor “solution” is far from a done deal. East 
Timorese authorities were reluctant from the start. There has 
been no groundswell of support from the people seeking jobs, 
Australian dollars and infrastructure that might fl ow from such 
a deal. The Indonesian government is concerned that its country 
would become an involuntary transit point for asylum seekers on 
their way to the regional centre.

East Timorese President Ramos Horta has been a friend of 
successive Australian governments and has supported their bullying 
role in the region. He is sounding more sympathetic to the regional 
centre proposition as time goes by but his infl uence on decision-
making may be limited.

The “contingency” being considered by the government is a 
likely increase in the number of refugees fl eeing the world’s trouble 
spots, particularly Afghanistan. As The Guardian goes to press, 
the federal parliament is due to begin a debate on Australia’s 
involvement in the US-led war and occupation. The debate is not 
being entered into willingly by the government or the opposition; 
it was forced on the Gillard leadership as part of the horse-trading 
that allowed Labor to form government three weeks after the 
August 21 poll.

For nine years the war in Afghanistan has, according to the 
government, been going well. Earlier this year it was going so 
well that a moratorium was placed on the processing of claims for 
asylum from people fl eeing that country or the wretched camps in 
neighbouring Pakistan. There is still no offi cial acknowledgement 
that the security situation in Afghanistan is worsening or that 
Pakistan is part of an expanding war zone.

Sooner or later realities must be faced. The detention of children 
and families in camps was not going to be tolerated forever by the 
Australian community. Eventually the whole repressive system of 
mandatory detention will have to be wound up. The vote arising 
from the debate on the war in Afghanistan may not favour the 
withdrawal of Australian at this stage. But ultimately, and sooner 
than US military strategists would hope, the will of the Australian 
people for an end to our involvement in that war will have to be 
respected. The same reality will impose itself on the governments 
of the US and other NATO countries. When the war stops, so will 
the tragic but inevitable trickle of boat arrivals.

Celebrating 90 years of the 
Communist movement in Australia

Sydney (NSW)

Mori Gallery, 168 Day Street Sydney (a former CPA office)

SOCIAL FUNCTION: 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm Saturday, October 30

Speakers CPA veteran Harry Black and historian Dr Drew Cottle

$25, concession $15 / refreshments available

EXHIBITION: 11:00 am - 6:00 pm Saturday / Sunday October 30 - 31

Exhibition of historical documents & campaign T-shirts – entry free (donations welcome)

Semaphore (SA)
5:30 pm Saturday October 30

Exhibit of memorabilia from 3:30 pm

Semaphore Workers’ Club, 93 Esplanade Semaphore

Guest speakers, musical items, screening of a short doco of local veteran activists recalling 
some highlights of the CPA's history in SA. Admission to all events free.

Contact Bob on 0418 894 366

North Fremantle (WA)
Film screening & BBQ

3:00 pm Saturday October 30

Maritime Union of Australia (MUA), 2-4 Kwong Alley, North Fremantle

Guest speakers: 
Charlie Fox (UWA Historian), Andrew Hayward (Branch Secretary), Dave Fox (CC Member)

Contact: 0421 982 719 or 0419 812 872 or cpaperth@gmail.com

Continued from page 1

And there’s the rub, because 
derailing the plan would only require 
a minor lessening of the Plan’s 
proposed water allocation cutbacks.

Hang in there 
To date, rescuing the Murray-

Darling Basin has enjoyed support 
from a wide spectrum of political 
organisations. The 2007 Water Act 
was formulated under the Howard 
government. The Plan itself has 
the nominal support of the ALP 
government, the Greens and two 
federal Independent MPs. It has 
widespread support from Indigenous 
communities and many small farmers.

 However, given the monumental 
infl uence that major corporations 
have historically exerted over 
Labor and conservative coalition 
governments, it’s entirely possible 
that the irrigation corporations could 
persuade the government to weaken 
the proposals.

The draft Plan will be available 
next year, and the fi nal version will 
become law if the Minister approves 

it in 2011. The Plan only provides 
broad outlines of the allocation targets 
(the “sustainable diversion limits”). 
Responsibility for implementation of 
the Plan will still lie with the various 
states, which between 2012 and 
2019 must produce their own water 
resource plans, and which still have 
confl icting views concerning water 
resources.

Irrigation organisations have 
hinted they may take legal action to 
have the Water Act modifi ed. The 
National Party is bitterly opposing the 
Plan, and the Liberals are following 
suit. The federal Minister for Water, 
Tony Burke, has already indicated 
that he will “review” the social 
and economic impact on affected 
communities. The government has 
already bungled the opportunity to 
take over Cubbie Station, the biggest 
water hoarder in the river system. 
Cubbbie’s owners are now moving 
to sell out to overseas bidders, who 
would not have the slightest concern 
about acting in Australia’s national 
interests, and who will doubtless fi ght 
tooth and nail to enlarge the property’s 
water storage capacities.

Until generous recent rainfalls, 
the Murray mouth had not opened 
since 2002. In many areas the majority 
of the river red gum trees have died 
or are currently dying. Fish stocks 
range from low to non-existent, 
and pollution and blue-green algae 
growths are frequent. Failure to 
implement the Plan will ruin the 
environment of the Murrray-Darling 
rivers, which are home to a world 
heritage site and 30,000 wetlands, 
providing habitat for 95 threatened 
Inundation-species of fl ora and fauna. 
It would also ruin much of Australia’s 
agricultural production, changing the 
nation’s status from food exporter to 
importer.

The Plan will doubtlessly 
require modification, for example 
to allow for existing differences 
in water use efficiency between 
different properties. However, 
it is crucial for the Government 
to maintain the overall water 
allocation cuts, convert the Plan’s 
recommendations into law, review 
and if necessary strengthen the 
provisions to protect the river 
environment. 

Behind the 
Murray Darling uproar

Sydney

Concert for Miners of Chile & 

Better Mine Safety Campaign
6:30 pm Friday October 29

CFMEU, Level 2, 10 Railway St, Lidcombe

The Construction Forestry Mining Energy Union has initiated an Appeal with 

the Chilean community in Sydney to assist the miners in Copiapo, Chile. The 

Appeal will also assist the campaign for better mine safety. Also it will help 

the campaign to force the mine owners to pay the entitlements of the 200 plus 

miners above ground who have been sacked due to the appalling safety at 

this mine site. Already $50,000.00 has been raised and is being sent to the 

Sindicato No 2 Minera San Esteban “Mina San Jose” and the CUT in Copiapo. 

$1,500.00 of this was contributed from officials of the CFMEU in Sydney. 

For more information, contact Olive Jinga

02 9749 0414 or ojinga@nsw.cfmeu.asn.au

Special Printer Appeal
The Communist Party of Australia 

and The Guardian wish to thank all 

Guardian readers and supporters 

for their generous response to our 

special appeal for a new printer/

photocopier. The appeal has reached 

a total of $11,701. We will do our 

best to put the new technology 

to the use of the working class 

struggle in Australia. A special 

thanks to the following for their 

contributions, received since the last 

acknowledgement a few weeks ago:

Dennis White $50, PV $296, 

Lorenzo Cincotto $10, MH $650.

This week’s total: $1,006.

Final total: $11,701.
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Bob Briton

Fatal incidents have broken the 
Australian media’s silence on 
Tasers. Almost 7,000 of the devices 
have been delivered by their US 
manufacturer to Australian police 
and prison services in the past 
three years. Darts pierce the body 
of their target to a depth of 9mm 
and deliver a 50,000-volt shock 
down wires trailing from the gun. 
The result is violent and painful 
muscle contractions. Tasers are 
supposed to be used as a last 
resort in situations of “real and 
imminent harm”, an alternative 
to fi rearms, but the evidence is 
rolling in that they are being 
used simply to get compliance. 
With police forces getting more 
extensive powers over the years 
and set to get even more, the 
potential for wide scale abuse of 
Tasers is extremely worrying.

Of course, the Taser isn’t the only 
form of violence short of the use 
of fi rearms used by police that can 
have fatal consequences. There was 
the recent case of Steven Bosevski, 
an NRL grand fi nal partygoer who 
died in hospital after an incident 
in which police claim he had to be 
subdued. The exact cause of death 
still has to be established but it has 
been revealed Bosevski was beaten 
repeatedly with a baton and blasted 
with capsicum spray.

Worldwide over 60 people 
have died after being sprayed with 
capsicum spray. It can react with 
several drugs, such as some blood 
pressure medication and some 

illicit drugs such as cocaine. The 
manufacturer of Tasers includes 
warnings about the risks involved 
in using the device but they are not 
always heeded. They are not supposed 
to be used on pregnant women or 
extremely thin people. They may not 

always be effective on people having 
a psychotic episode.

Taser darts should not be shot 
into a person’s chest but that it is 
precisely what happened to a Sydney 
man recently. Police were called to his 
western suburbs home recently after 
he allegedly sexually assaulted his 
girlfriend. He reportedly approached  
police with two knives and threatened 
them. He died as a result of the 
Taser shock. Police say the attending 
offi cers did not have the choice of 
shooting preferred areas like the lower 
back and that a response with fi rearms 
would also have been fatal.

It is an unenviable challenge 
intervening in dangerous, often drug 
and alcohol-fuelled disturbances. 
The police will have to use some 
sort of force in some otherwise 
uncontrollable situations. “At the 
end of the day, if it was one of my 
kids carrying on in a crazy way, with 
alcohol or drugs or mental illness, I 
would much prefer they be Tasered 
than the alternative,” Australian 
Police Federation chief executive 
Mark Burgess told The Australian 
recently.

Police point to a decline in the 
number of assaults on offi cers since 
the introduction of the Taser. Fewer 
people have been shot with fi rearms. 
But Tasers have now been implicated 
in four deaths in Australia and the 
community is rightfully worried 
that they are not only being used 
in life or death circumstances but 
simply to intimidate members of the 
public and to get compliance. Civil 
liberties advocates claim police and 
correctional offi cers have “lowered 

the bar” on the quality of their 
response, reaching for the Taser 
when previously they would have 
spent more time “talking down” their 
subjects.

Queensland’s Crime and 
Misconduct Commission described 

as “poor policing” the use of a Taser 
on a 16 year old who had refused to 
“move on”. She had been waiting 
with a sick friend in an inner Brisbane 
park for an ambulance to arrive. An 
Aboriginal man in Warburton in 
outback Western Australia burst into 

fl ames in a Taser incident when he 
allegedly threatened to throw petrol 
he was carrying over police.

WA has been the focus of a lot of 
the recent controversy surrounding 
Taser use. Scenes captured on closed 
circuit TV in the East Perth police 

watchhouse have been released to 
the public by the state’s Crime and 
Corruption Commission. They show 
an Aboriginal man being stunned 13 
times by police. While Kevin Spratt 
was writhing in agony he was yelled 
at by offi cers intent on administering 
a strip search. “Stop fucking around!” 
“Do you want to go again?”

It was a disgusting, degrading 
spectacle. Premier Colin Barnett 
admits the scandal has made his 
task of ushering in increased police 
powers that much harder. It also puts 
the heat on national police authorities 
as they work to produce a standard 
set of guidelines for Taser use. The 
Greens are calling for an inquiry 
into the use of Tasers. Pressure must 
be maintained to get police to limit 
the deployment of Tasers to the 
appropriate circumstances because, 
while guidelines vary in detail from 
state to state, none of them sanction 
the use of the devices to simply to 
achieve compliance. Yet it happens.

The scandals surrounding Tasers 
and other violent responses from 
police may have made it awkward 
for state and federal authorities to 
press for police powers that have 
already been boosted dramatically 
from the beginning of the decade. 
But they won’t stop pushing without 
resistance from the public. States 
look set to follow Victoria’s example 
and lay down fi nes of $28,000 for 
protestors locking themselves onto 
infrastructure such as coal-fired 
electricity generating plants.

Police already have the capacity 
to declare and lock-down areas, 
search individuals and ban others as 
happened during the 2007 meeting 
of APEC in Sydney. The UN 
classifi es stun guns as “instruments 
of torture” but they would be a handy 
addition to the arsenal of equipment 
and legislation being turned on 
Australians’ right to protest. This must 
be specifi cally ruled out. 

Pete’s Corner

Police and correctional officers have “lowered the bar” 
on the quality of their response, reaching for the Taser 
when previously they would have spent more time 
“talking down” their subjects.

A police officer in Philadelphia used his stun gun on a teenager who jumped onto a playing field and ran 
around in circles in the outfield waving a towel. The enthusiastic fan was not threatening anyone yet the 
Police Commissioner who examined a video of the arrest felt the officer acted within departmental guidelines. 
Is this what we want in Australia?

Taser terror – adding to the 
repressive arsenal

Sydney Trade Union Choir invites you to its

Tribute Concert for Paula Bloch
8 pm Saturday 23 October

The Loaded Dog Folk Club
Annandale Community Centre – 79 Johnson St, Annandale

Supporting artists: Margaret Walters & John Warner

Sydney

You are invited to a Celebration of the 

October Revolution
Excellent food – stimulating company

From midday
33 Levey Street, Chippendale

$20/$15con
Organised by Sydney Central Branch
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The entrenched anti-union antics 
of Xstrata in Australia have been 
handed a hammering by a visiting 
leader, Paris Mashego, from the 
National Union of Mine Workers 
in South Africa. Paris Mashego 
reported that while Xstrata 
management in South African 
coal operations is bending over 
backwards to avoid offending the 
pro-worker ANC government, it 
is trying to take a wrecking ball 
to organised labour in Australia.

The delegation, hosted by Mining 
Division of the CFMEU, visited 
Xstrata mines and communities in 
NSW and Queensland earlier this 
year and reported that “regardless of 
the anti-union tactics [of Xstrata in 
Australia], the union remains militant 
and strong through a rank-and-fi le that 
believes the union is the vehicle that 
defends and protects workers’ rights.” 

The South African union leader 
pulled no punches in his post-visit 
report. That report said Xstrata had 
taken a conscious decision to destroy 
the union. The company had devised 
an anti-union and anti-worker strategy 
that victimised and attempted to 
intimidate elected union offi cials, 
gave preference to contract workers, 
refused to grant paid time off to 
offi cials attending union meetings, 
refused permission for union meetings 
to be held on-site and during working 
hours and refused to have anything to 
do with the union beyond a collective 
agreement. 

Pointing to a two-faced corporate 
operating style, the visiting SA leader 
noted: “The Xstrata chief executive 
offi cer, Mr Freyberg, boasts that 
Xstrata has good relations with our 

union in the Republic of South Africa, 
but that is not occurring in Australia. 
Xstrata in Australia continues to 
promote individual contracts, develop 
direct contact with employees and, as 
such, Xstrata management sees no 
role for the union ... The intention of 
management is to convert everyone 
into contract workers for easier 
manipulation and exploitation over 
the longer term.”

Turning to a central workplace 
issue, Paris Mashego roasted Xstrata 
for a so-called “safety incentive 
scheme” that does not reduce 
accidents and, in reality, is used to 
“doctor” safety statistics by non-
reporting of accidents. He added that 
workers viewed “incentive” safety 
payments as blood money and had 
refused to be bought-off.

Paris Mashego was particularly 
pointed in his comments after a 
visit to Oaky Creek in Queensland, 
observing: “We were welcomed there 
by an Xstrata management team 
that made a presentation about the 
mine. The mine has employed 157 
permanent workers while 330 are 
employed via contractors. The entire 
town, Tieri, was covered with Xstrata 
logos, from the shops, the litter bins 
and to a doctor’s surgery to the 
children’s playground. Management 
boasted that they owned the town 
and controlled the municipality. The 
Tieri community is at the mercy of 
Xstrata, which decides unilaterally 
what community needs they will meet.

“The Lodge leadership of Oaky 
North and Oaky No. 1 raised several 
matters with us – management had 
closed down the union offi ce, union 
members experienced victimisation 

and attempted intimidation and active 
union members were transferred 
from one site to another, with worse 
conditions, in a clear attempt to reduce 
activism and weaken the union.”

The South African leader said 
there was a pressing need for an 
international campaign against 
Xstrata drawing on the support and 
campaign expertise of mining unions 
in Australia, South Africa and Canada. 
The South African union, for example, 
said it had an intricate knowledge of 
how companies used migrant labour 
to the detriment of local labour 
and how Xstrata moves to provide 

only single-sex accommodation for 
workers as opposed to family housing 
which would act against community 
development and the effectiveness of 
organised labour.

There was, too, an obligation 
on mining unions to inform Xstrata 
investors and potential investors 

of the company’s treatment of 
workers and to maintain pressure on 
politicians who needed to understand 
the implications of legislation that 
favoured big business over working 
people.
Common Cause 

The wives and partners of the Tahmoor miners “man” the picket lines earlier this year – the dispute against 
Xstrata was over compulsory 12-hour shifts and compromised safety standards.

Mark Hayward

On October 12 there was a strike 
in Perth by government hospital 
workers led by the Liquor, 
Hospitality and Miscellaneous 
Workers’ Union (LHMU). About 
700 metropolitan hospital order-
lies, kitchen workers, sterilisation 
technicians, gardeners, patient care 
assistants, store workers and clean-
ers took part in a four hour strike 
to send a message to the Barnett 
government and its mouth pieces 
in the health department, that their 
pay offer of 3.5 percent for three 
years and their long term plans 
to privatise thousands of essential 
service jobs is an insult.

Over a thousand workers took 
part state wide. This represents 
over 80 percent of the work force 
on shift on the day throughout 
the state. Whilst money is 
important, the line in the sand is 
the contracting out of the above 
mentioned services. In the current 
EBA we have a clause that 
specifi cally prevents privatisation 
of government hospital support 
services. This clause is one of the 
main items that the government 
seeks to remove from us.

Privatisation of essential 
services will mean not only 
a deterioration of wages and 
conditions but represents an attack 
on the public system itself. How are 
essential service jobs going to be 
redefi ned in the context of making a 

profi t for private investors? In order 
to make money the contractors 
will have to at least match the 
current cost of these services 
to get the contract so the only 
conceivable way to make money is 
to cut numbers of staff, wages and 
conditions as well as some services 
in total.

Public hospitals are run on a 
team approach to health care. We 
have coordinated and integrated 
systems of professionals from 
surgeons to physios to cleaners 
and all in between as well as allied 
services that are focused on the 
patient and their total care. The 
public hospitals have suffered 
funding cuts from both parties but 
still come up with the best health 
outcomes. Even the most expensive 
private hospitals send us their 
patients when things go wrong or 
are too diffi cult.

The bottom line is it is not the 
government’s toy to mess around 
with, it is yours, mine, ours. We 
are all potential consumers of the 
public health care system services. 
It is dependable, professional, 
accountable and it belongs to us all. 
We must demand that it remain in 
public hands and be built up to a 
standard, not down to a price.

The strikers rallied outside 
Parliament House and were 
addressed by Carolyn Smith and 
David Kelly from the LHMU, ALP 
politicians Roger Cook and Eric 
Ripper and current Health Minister, 

Kim Hames. Hames reiterated 
his lousy pay offer as if it were 
something fantastic and is going to 
keep his plans to privatise, all this 
while announcing an $831 million 
surplus which was robbed from 
workers and poor people as well as 
pensioners with huge increases in 
utility prices.

The same politicians that infl ict 
this pain gave themselves obscene 
pay rises and employed more 
bureaucrats to push their agenda. 
The LHMU is continuing its public 
campaign against privatisation by 
holding Town Hall meetings to 
raise the issue directly with the 
public. Hospital workers vowed to 
continue the fi ght to defend public 
property from the marauding bandit 
Hames and his business buddies.

The workers also voted to 
put back in place the mild bans 
on moving rubbish and linen and 
picking up trays (things that will 
inconvenience management, not 
harm patients).On Thursday the 
LHMU were called back into the 
Industrial Relations Commission 
where the health department 
presented a weak case to have the 
bans lifted. The commissioner 
made no instant decision and we 
believe the bans will remain and 
the government will try to end the 
bargaining period and then attempt 
to force full arbitration in order to 
win in the IRC. The struggle will 
continue. 

WA’s struggle against 
health privatisation

South African mining leader 
hammers Xstrata in Australia

Sharing the benefits of 
economic development
Four Queensland mining and 
transport unions on October 8 
signed an historic agreement 
with the North Queensland Land 
Council (NQLC), which will see 
unions work more closely with 
Land Council representatives 
during project and wage negotia-
tions involving developments on 
Aboriginal land.

The Social Compact, between 
the Maritime Union of Australia 
(MUA), Electrical Trades Union 
(ETU), Australian Manufacturing 
Workers Union (AMWU), 
CFMEU-Mining and Energy and 
the NQLC, is the fi rst of its type in 
Queensland. It is likely that other 
Queensland unions will join this 
and future Compacts.

It applies across all industries, 

but will have most impact in 
Queensland’s $50 billion mining 
and minerals processing industries, 
as well as tourism, forestry and 
fi shing. The Queensland Compact is 
based on agreements signed at the 
project level by Western Australia 
unions and the Kimberley Land 
Council and extends the concept to 
a more permanent, broader formal 
relationship.

It is expected this Compact 
will provide a template for similar 
agreements across Queensland and 
the rest of Australia. Once extended 
across Australia such Compacts will 
have their most immediate impact 
in Australia’s $180 billion mining 
industry, as well as various tourism, 
fi shing and forestry locations. 

Protest against cuts to 
adult re-entry education
A rally was held outside Parliament 
House in Adelaide on October 13 
to protest against the state budget 
cuts which, along with other “effi -
ciencies”, will prevent adults over 
the age of 21 enrolling in secondary 
education.

The rally was the second pro-
testing the cuts to adult re-entry 
education in as many weeks. 
Around 100 people attended a dem-
onstration at DECS (Department of 
Education and Children’s Services) 
headquarters on September 24, 
which culminated in the delivery 
of a letter to Acting DECS Chief 
Executive Gino De Gennaro, 
demanding a reversal of what has 
been a very unpopular decision.

State government offi cials have 
said that students over the age of 
21 can access alternate pathways 
via TAFE and other adult educa-
tion institutions. But teachers and 
students say there are actually no 
alternatives because other VET pro-
viders such as TAFE do not offer 
the South Australian Certifi cate of 
Education the completion of which 
being one of the main reasons 
adults decide to return to study.

The Australian Education Union 
said they were deeply concerned 
about the proposed cuts, which 
will also have major implications 
on students over the age of 21 
engaged in VET courses at affected 
campuses. 
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Anatoly Kaletsky, editor-at-large of 
The Times magazine put forward 
what he calls a new version of 
capitalism in an article entitled 
“Old certainties are worn out”. It 
was published in the The Australian 
Financial Review (10-09-2010). In 
the article he stated that “States 
can no longer satisfy an advanced 
society’s complex demands for 
health care, education and per-
sonalised retirement planning.” 
In part one of this two-part series, 
the reasons he gave for his telling 
indictment of capitalism were 
analysed. This week, the real rea-
sons for his claims and the agenda 
behind his article are examined.

Kaletsky’s reference to health, 
pensions and education as constituting 
the “commanding heights of the future 
economy” exposes the real reason he 
is promoting the withdrawal of the 
state from these areas.

Countries such as the US, UK 
and Australia lost much of their 
former industrial base following the 
lifting of tariffs under World Trade 
Organisation (and GATT) trade 
liberalisation treaties. They cannot 
compete with China, India and 
other third world countries in the 
area of manufactured goods. Their 
agricultural sectors also have suffered. 
They are looking for new avenues 
of investment and profi t generation.

Privatisation of pension 
savings through such schemes as 
superannuation funds has not only 
provided the fi nance sector with a 
steady stream of profi ts (management 
fees, etc) but increased its power with 
the large and ever-increasing capital 
base at its disposal to invest and 
speculate with. They are on a great 
wicket - the profi ts are theirs and the 
risks, as seen in the fi nancial crisis, 
are taken by workers whose savings 
they exploit.

Health and education are two 
essential services which offer new 
opportunities for private profit-
making. Those who can afford it will 
be able to purchase the highest quality 
services, and those on low incomes 
will be condemned to sub-standard 
services.

Repackaged 
neo-liberalism

Kaletsky is nothing more than an 
apologist for neo-liberalism. He is 
using the present crisis to push for the 
next steps in the neo-liberal agenda. 
Government pensions are already well 
on the way to privatisation through 
individual retirement schemes, such 
as superannuation in Australia.

The neo-liberal agenda, as it 
relates to social policy, is centred 
on privatisation. State and federal 
governments have over the past 

two to three decades been gradually 
privatising public services and 
government enterprises. Some 
privatisations have been more obvious 
such as the sell-off of Telstra, the 
Commonwealth Bank, state insurance 
offi ces, energy, water, ports and the 
contracting out of public transport.

In other areas the process has 
been more gradual (and not always 
noticed), such as partial privatisation 
of unemployment services, corrective 
services, postal services, public 
housing, policing, local government 
and hospital services by such means 
as contracting out, public private 
partnerships (PPPs) and pitting the 
public sector in competition with 
private enterprise.

Privatisation by 
stealth

An ongoing ideological war 
has seen opposition to privatisation 
whittled down. The barriers between 
private and public have been blurred 
by the gradual phasing in of private 
sector involvement.

The process of privatising 
education began at the tertiary level, 
then TAFE, with the introduction of 
fees and the extension of government 
subsidies including HECS to the 
private sector. The aim of the federal 
government’s “education revolution” 
is to put public and private schools 
on an identical footing in relation 
to governance, hiring of staff, 
determination of salaries and working 
conditions and state funding. Public 
schools will be independent, free to 
charge fees and state governments 
will be able to sell them to private 
corporations.

A similar process is taking place 
in the public hospital system. The 
government is working towards 
an “output” (procedures and tests 
carried out) model as the basis of 
funding which could be extended 
to all hospitals – public and private. 
Its hospital reforms are also setting 
up public hospitals to fail and 
mechanisms are being put in place to 
measure performance. Their “failure” 
will be addressed by privatisation.

The privatisation process, so far 
by stealth, will have to be out in the 
open when schools or hospitals are 
sold off. This is where Kaletsky’s 
agenda comes into play. His role is 
to provide the “justifi cation” for the 
state to withdraw from these areas.

The fundamentalists of the neo-
liberal doctrine are working towards a 
model where income taxes (company 
and personal) are wound back and 
possibly even abolished. Governments 
would rely on indirect taxes such 
as the regressive GST which the 
corporations do not pay. They 
would continue to subsidise private 
enterprise and carry out remaining 
functions such as governance, law 

and order, industrial relations and 
the military.

“Self-reliance”
No more “paternalism” or “nanny 

state”. Individuals would be expected 
to be “self-reliant”, to fund through 
special savings schemes their own 
education, health care, and income 
during unemployment, sickness 
and retirement. These schemes 
would be similar to the compulsory 
superannuation guarantee scheme 
which has the aim of eventually 
phasing out the age pension. Those 
on low incomes would receive 
government contributions to their 
savings schemes, as occurs now with 
superannuation, to help boost them.

As government withdraws 
from its role in social security the 
philanthropists (church and private) 
and corporate sponsors will move in 
to provide a “safety net” and take over 
essential services.

Fundamental principles that 
underlie the responsibilities of the 
state for such things as social security, 
the relationship between state and 
church, and public ownership of basic 
utilities have been rolled back. The 
trade union movement, under social 
democrat leadership, abandoned its 
opposition to privatisation and failed 
to give various movements against 
these developments the support they 
needed.

The ideological war that 
weakened resistance to and awareness 
of the privatisation process continues, 
preparing the way for the next stage 
– what Kaletsky calls Capitalism 4.0.

Kaletsky hides behind claims 
about ageing populations, health 
and education taking up too large a 
percentage of budget spending. At the 
same time he does not reject the role 
of governments and central banks in 
taking measures to bail out or bring 
stability to the capitalist system. 
Central banks will be expected to 
intervene, as they do now, to contain 
infl ation within certain limits.

Kaletsky’s article serves the 
purpose of laying the ground work for 
the next steps in education and health 
“reforms”, selling an idea which is 
politically and socially unacceptable 
to the majority of the population. 
Watch for more Kaletskys as the ride 
on the economic and fi nancial crisis 
to push their neo-liberal privatisation 
barrow under new guises. 

Australia

Capitalism worn out (Part 2)
The privatisation agenda

“Miracle” cancer cures attributed to Mary MacKillop is a worrying 
example of the lack of scientifi c literacy in the community, 
according to an expert in evidence-based medicine. Most 
oncologists will have examples of some of their patients’ 
spontaneous remission. A NSW woman suffering from cancer 
had prayed to Mary MacKillop and went into remission. This 
was regarded as a miracle proving that Mary deserves to 
be made a saint. Many others may have prayed as well but 
did not go into remission. Of course you can pick and choose 
your miracles if you desperately want a saint of your own. 
Nobody objects to people praying to whoever they want 
to if they are that way inclined. The problem arises when 
medical treatments are postponed or neglected in favour 
of chanting, praying or walking backwards. Mary MacKillop 
was a person who promoted education and set up schools for 
poor children. She did not pray for miracles; she worked hard 
and should be recognised for her real efforts as a real person.

Monash University may cut 300 staff and shave $45 million 
from next year’s budget as foreign student enrolments continue 
to decline. Australia is losing its attractiveness as a study 
destination due to a number of reasons – strong competition from 
the USA, Britain and Asia, recent changes to student visa rules, 
recent racist attacks against foreign students. A report by Curtin 
University academics warned that in a worst case scenario, 
foreign student enrolments across the sector could plunge from 
about 214,000 in 2010 to 148,000 in 2015. This would lead to 
about 36,000 fewer jobs and a $7 billion collapse in revenue.

More than half the fi elds surrounding the main Australian 
base in Afghanistan are being used to grow opium poppies. 
Locals wonder why troops and police have failed to crack 
down on the production and sale of drugs. The drug trade 
has been a prominent feature in this war with the 40 percent 
increase in drug production when it started. There are serious 
allegations that pro-government forces are involved in the 
trade, not just the insurgents. Which poses an interesting 
question our political leaders have been avoiding for years 
– who and what do Australian troops defend in Afghanistan? 
Karzai’s government is corrupt to the core; after years of 
“training” a national army there is nothing to show for it. There 
is an old saying – “you are judged by the company you keep”. 
Australia got into bed with a corrupt, drug traffi cking regime 
which is not respected either at home or abroad. The sooner it 
extricates itself from there the better off it will be for everybody.

Anna Baltzer
Jewish American award-winning speaker, author, former Fulbright scholar, 

granddaughter of Holocaust refugees, and recent guest on The Daily Show with Jon 

Stewart, is coming to town with her acclaimed presentation about the conflict and 

what you can do to bring peace and justice to Israel/Palestine. Baltzer has lived and 

worked part-time in the Middle East for more than 7 years. She has appeared on 

television more than 200 times and lectured at more than 400 universities, schools, 

churches, mosques, synagogues, think tanks, and other policy institutes around the 

world with her book, Witness in Palestine. 

Thursday October 28 @ 7PM

Melbourne City Conference Centre, 333 Swanston St, Melbourne

For more information about Baltzer’s work, visit www.AnnaInTheMiddleEast.com

Melbourne
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In a replay of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation’s infamous 
COINTELPRO operations target-
ing the left during the 1960s and 
’70s, America’s political police 
launched raids on the homes of 
antiwar and solidarity activists. 

Heavily-armed SWAT teams 
smashed down doors and agents 
armed with search warrants carried 
out simultaneous raids in Minneapolis 
and Chicago early morning on 
September 24.

Rummaging through personal 
belongings, agents carted off boxes of 
fi les, documents, books, letters, pho-
tographs, computers and cell phones 
from Minneapolis anti-war activists 
Mick Kelly, Jessica Sundin, Meredith 
Aby, two others, as well as the offi ce 
of that city’s Anti-War Committee.

Meanwhile, as federal snoops 
seized personal property in 
Minneapolis, FBI agents raided the 
Chicago homes of activists Stephanie 
Weiner and Joseph Iosbaker. 
According to the Chicago Tribune, 
“neighbours saw FBI agents carrying 
boxes from the apartment of com-
munity activist Hatem Abudayyeh, 
executive director of the Arab 
American Action Network.”

“In addition,” the Tribune 
reported, “Chicago activist Thomas 
Burke said he was served a grand 
jury subpoena that requested records 
of any payments to Abudayyeh or 
his group.”

Amongst those targeted by the 
FBI were individuals who organised 
peaceful protests against the imperi-
alist invasion and occupation of Iraq 
and 2008 protests at the far-right 
Republican National Convention in 
St Paul, Minnesota.

As Antifascist Calling reported 
in 2008 and 2009, citing documents 
published by the whistleblowing web 
site WikiLeaks, state and local police, 
the FBI and agencies such as the 
Department of Homeland Security, 
the Pentagon’s Northern Command 
(NORTHCOM), the United States 
Secret Service, the National Security 
Agency and the National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency implemented an 
action plan designed to monitor and 
squelch dissent during the convention.

As part of that plan’s execution, 
activists and journalists were pre-
emptively arrested, and cameras, 
recording equipment, computers and 
reporters’ confi dential notes were 
seized. Demonstrations were broken 
up by riot cops who wielded batons, 
pepper spray and Tasers and attacked 
peaceful protesters who had gathered 
to denounce the war criminals’ con-
clave in St Paul.

With the raids, the federal gov-
ernment under “change” huckster 
Barack Obama, has taken their repres-
sive program to a whole new level, 
threatening activists with the spectre 
of being charged with providing 

“material support of terrorism.” A 
felony conviction under this draconian 
federal law (Title 18, Part I, Chapter 
113B)) carries a 15 year prison term.

State-corporate nexus
The trend by federal, state and 

corporate securocrats to situate 
anti-war and international solidarity 
activism along a bogus “terrorism 
continuum,” is an alarming sign 
that plans for building an American 
police state are well underway as I 
pointed out in my 2008 analysis of the 
FBI’s “Counterterrorism Analytical 
Lexicon.”

Recently, the secrecy-spilling web 
site Public Intelligence posted 137 
bulletins produced by the Institute 
of Terrorism Research and Response 
(ITRR), an American-Israeli com-
pany, under terms of a US$125,000 
contract to the Pennsylvania Offi ce 
of Homeland Security.

Billing itself as “the pre-eminent 
Israeli/American security fi rm provid-
ing training, intelligence and educa-
tion to clients across the globe,” ITRR 
is part of a large, but little understood 
nexus of “public-private partnerships” 
fusing state and corporate surveillance 
against leftists and environmentalists.

Amongst the targets of ITRR’s 
alarmist screeds were anti-drilling and 
environmental activists, permanent 
quarry for corporate spies and provo-
cateurs, as the web site Green Is The 
New Red (GNR) amply documents.

Earlier this month, GNR reported 
that while ITRR and their political 
paymasters have been monitoring 
non-violent activists, “including a fi lm 
screening of Gasland,” Pennsylvania’s 
heimat security boss James Powers 
wrote in an email that his offi ce 
intended to “continue providing 
this support to the Marcellus Shale 
Formation natural gas stakehold-
ers while not feeding those groups 
fomenting dissent against those same 
companies.”

In the bizarre parallel universe 
inhabited by Powers and his Israeli 
cohorts, anti-drilling activists are 
“ecoterrorists,” while the mass-
murdering neo-Nazi mastermind of 
the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing 
that killed 168 people including 19 
children, Timothy McVeigh, was 
“just a person very angry with the 
US government.”

While corporate polluters and 
criminals get a free pass from the fed-
eral government and an anti-Muslim 
and anti-Arab crusade is in full swing, 
stoked by right-wing goons and their 
media shills, it is little wonder then, 
that September’s raids targeted sup-
porters of the Palestinian solidarity 
movement.

Neo-McCarthyite 
witchhunt

With a pretext that the raids 
were seeking “evidence related to an 
ongoing Joint Terrorism Task Force 

investigation,” FBI spokesperson 
Steve Warfi eld told The New York 
Times that repressors are “looking at 
activities connected to the material 
support of terrorism.”

Attorney Ted Dooley who rep-
resents Mick Kelly, a union- and 
socialist activist targeted by the 
Bureau told the Times that the SWAT 
team broke down Kelly’s door at 
7 am and served a search warrant on 
his companion.

According to Dooley, the war-
rant claimed the secret state was 
searching for “evidence” that activ-
ist groups had provided “material 
support” to “Hezbollah, the Popular 
Front for Liberation of Palestine and 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia.”

Dooley told the Minneapolis 
Star-Tribune that the raids are nothing 
less than “a probe into the political 
beliefs of American citizens and any 
organisation anywhere that opposes 
the American imperial design.”

The political nature of the raids 
was blatantly transparent. A copy of 
the search warrant on Kelly’s home 
obtained by Twin Cities Independent 
Media Centre (TC-IMC) revealed that 
the order, signed by US Magistrate 
Judge Susan Nelson specifi ed that 
Kelly’s membership in the Freedom 
Road Socialist Organisation (FRSO) 
was a primary motive behind the 
Bureau’s home invasion.

The warrant allowed the FBI to 
take “documents, fi les, books, photo-
graphs, videos, souvenirs, war relics, 
notebooks, address books, diaries, 
journals, maps, or other evidence, 
including evidence in electronic 
form relating to Kelly’s travels to and 
from and presence and activities in 
Minnesota and other foreign countries, 

to which Kelly has travelled as part 
of his work for FRSO.”

Reprising the red-hunting frenzy 
of the McCarthy period at the height 
of the Cold War, the warrant specifi es 
that the Bureau was authorised by 
Obama’s Justice Department to seize 
material relating to “the recruitment, 
indoctrination, and facilitation of 
other individuals in the United States 
to join FRSO, including materials 
related to the identity and location 
of recruiters, facilitators, and recruits, 
the means by which the recruits were 
recruited to join FRSO, the means by 
which the recruitment was fi nanced 
and arranged.”

In other words, with a bogus 
“terrorism investigation” as a pretext, 
the Obama regime is targeting social-
ist political groups for destruction 
in order for Democrats to whip-up 
“War on Terror” and anti-communist 
hysteria prior to November general 
elections that may see Congress pass 
into the hands of the troglodytic 
Republican faction of war criminals 
and corporatists.

Grand jury 
intimidation

In addition to turning over the 
homes of anti-war and solidarity 
activists in Illinois, Michigan and 
Minnesota, the FBI handed out sub-
poenas ordering individuals to appear 
before a federal grand jury that will 
convene next month in Chicago.

While the Bureau cannot compel 
citizens to answer their questions, 
administrative means can be used by 
the secret state to coerce testimony 
against fellow activists: the federal 
grand jury system.

As civil liberties scholar Frank 

Donner wrote in his groundbreak-
ing book, The Age of Surveillance: 
“Federal grand juries, judicial bod-
ies limited under our legal system 
to an accusatory role, were in the 
same way [as red-hunting congres-
sional committees] taken over by 
the executive branch in the Nixon 
years and converted into intelligence 
instruments.”

Historically, federal grand juries 
have targeted dissident groups and 
individuals as an harassment and 
intimidation tactic, particularly when 
activists and organisations challenged 
the government’s imperial adventures 
abroad and capitalist depredations 
at home.

Individuals subpoenaed by the 
state who refuse to answer questions 
posed by Star Chamber inquisitors can 
receive an indeterminate jail sentence 
for failing to do so.

During the Nixon administration 
according to Donner, some one hun-
dred grand juries subpoenaed more 
than one hundred thousand witnesses 

FBI raids activists’ homes in sinist

The raids are nothing less than 
“a probe into the political beliefs of American 

citizens and any organisation anywhere that
 opposes the American imperial design.”

Attorney Ted Dooley
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in a blatant attempt to silence New 
Left and anti-war groups; as well, 
members of the Catholic left and 
supporters of the African-American, 
Native American, Puerto Rican inde-
pendence and women’s liberation 
movements were similarly targeted.

While corporate media insist that 
the COINTELPRO-era disappeared 
with Nixon, FBI snoops throughout 
the 1980s, ‘90s down to the present 
moment have marked the left for 
destruction.

Recently, Bay Area Indymedia 
journalist Josh Wolf was jailed for 
226 days in 2006-2007 by the US 
District Court in San Francisco 
after refusing to turn over his raw, 
unedited video footage to the FBI in 
connection with the Bureau’s alleged 
“arson investigation” against anti-G8 
anarchist protests in 2005.

Wolf refused to comply with the 
subpoena, and National Lawyers 
Guild attorneys argued that to do so 
would have a “chilling effect” on jour-
nalists who covered future protests, 

effectively transforming reporters 
into an arm of the government. Their 
arguments failed to sway the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals and Wolf 
was imprisoned.

When Wolf was released from 
the Federal Corrections Institution 
in Dublin, California in 2007, he had 
been jailed longer than any other jour-
nalist for refusing to divulge sources 
or source materials.

Cover-ups, terror, 
repression

Today, as the capitalist economic 
crisis deepens and the “War on Terror” 
morphs into a multiyear, multibil-
lion dollar boondoggle engorging 
defence and security corporations 
with taxpayer-funded boodle, labour, 
environmental and socialist opponents 
are in the cross-hairs of the Obama 
administration, just as they were dur-
ing the years of the criminal Bush 
regime.

Activists with diverse groups such 
as the Palestine Solidarity Group, 
Students for a Democratic Society, 
the Twin-Cities Anti-War Committee, 
the Colombia Action Network, the 
Freedom Road Socialist Organisation, 
and the National Committee to Free 
Ricardo Palmera, a Colombian politi-
cal prisoner, have now been targeted 
for “special handling” by Obama’s 
Justice Department.

As the imperialist occupa-
tion project fl ies off the rails in 
Afghanistan, and as governments 
in Central and South America reject 
the capitalist “free trade” paradigm 
of militarism, hyperexploitation and 
resource extraction that benefi t grift-
ing North American multinationals 
and drug-money laundering banks, the 

repressive state is moving to shore-up 
its crumbling edifi ce here at home.

Friday’s raids are all the more 
ironic, given the fact that just last 
week the Justice Department’s own 
Office of the Inspector General 
(OIG) revealed that the Bureau had 
used false claims to launch “counter-
terror” investigations to justify covert 
spying and infi ltration operations by 
provocateurs against activist groups 
across the country.

That report was a whitewash and 
largely exonerated the Bureau, clear-
ing secret state agents of deliberate 
violations of their targets’ civil rights 
and claimed that FBI snoops were 
motivated by a concern over “poten-
tial violence,” not the leftist views 
expressed by US policy opponents.

Although a cover-up, the OIG 
report disclosed new details of illegal 
FBI spying on an array of anti-war, 
Muslim, environmental and animal 
rights groups. Filled with mendacious 
characterisations designed as an alibi 
for “overzealous” agents, Inspector 
General Glenn A Fine asserted that 
people were placed on terrorist watch 
lists because of “factually weak” 
evidence and that investigations 
were opened and continued “without 
adequate basis,” not their opposition 
to imperialism or destruction of the 
environment.

The conduct by secret state 
repressors however, goes far beyond 
overzealousness. In the wake of the 
provocative 9/11 attacks, materi-
ally aided by the FBI’s own inform-
ant, the al-Qaeda triple agent Ali 
Mohamed, “terrorism” continues to 
serve as a pretext – and justifi ca-
tion – for a domestic clampdown 
against organisations engaged in legal 
political activity guaranteed by the 

US Constitution and is a key feature 
of Washington’s “War on Terror” 
policies.

Parenthetically, Fox News 
reported that the Pentagon “has 
burned 9,500 copies of Army Reserve 
Lieutenant Colonel Anthony Shaffer’s 
memoir ‘Operation Dark Heart’, 
his book about going undercover in 
Afghanistan.”

“The Defence Intelligence 
Agency,” the right-wing news 
outlet reports, “attempted to block 
key portions of the book that claim 
‘Able Danger’ successfully identi-
fi ed hijacker Mohammed Atta as a 
threat to the United States before the 
September 11, 2001, terror attacks.”

According to Fox, “the DIA want-
ed references to a meeting between 
Lieutenant Colonel Tony Shaffer, the 
book’s author, and the executive direc-
tor of the 9/11 Commission, Philip 
Zelikow, removed. In that meeting, 
which took place in Afghanistan, 
Shaffer alleges the commission was 
told about ‘Able Danger’ and the iden-
tifi cation of Atta before the attacks. 
No mention of this was made in the 
fi nal 9/11 report.”

Undercover at the time, Shaffer 
recounted that there was “stunned 
silence” at the meeting after he told 
the executive director of the com-
mission and others that Atta was 
identifi ed as early as 2000 by ‘Able 
Danger’.”

While far-right terrorists are given 
entrée to the United States by secret 
state agencies to murder its own 
citizens, organisations targeted by the 
Bureau’s blanket spying according 
to the Inspector General, included 
Greenpeace, People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals, Catholic 
Worker and the Thomas Merton 
Centre, a pacifi st group dedicated 
to non-violence. In one telling pas-
sage, Fine wrote, “in some cases, the 
FBI classifi ed some investigations 
relating to non-violent civil disobe-
dience under its ‘acts of terrorism’ 
classifi cation.”

Given imperial assertions by the 
Bush and now, Obama regimes, that 
the Executive Branch, and it alone, 
has the authority to arrest and indefi -
nitely detain anyone it so chooses 
without trial, on suspicion of “terror-
ism,” categorising non-violent protest-
ers as “terrorists” could lead to the 
seizure of individuals so designated 
and send them on a one-way trip to 
a military gulag such as Guantánamo 
Bay or even a CIA “black site.”

In a statement commenting on the 
release of the OIG’s report, Michael 
German, the American Civil Liberties 
Union Senior Policy Counsel, and a 
former FBI whistleblower said:

“The FBI has a long history of 
abusing its national security sur-
veillance powers, reaching back to 
the smear campaign waged by the 
American government against Dr 
Martin Luther King. Americans 
peacefully exercising their First 

Amendment rights were able to 
become targets of FBI surveillance 
because spying guidelines that were 
established after the shameful abuses 
of the ’60s and ’70s were loosened 
in 2002. Unfortunately, they were 
loosened again in 2008, even after 
this abuse was uncovered.

“Unless the rules regulating the 
FBI are strengthened to safeguard the 
privacy of innocent Americans, we 
are all in danger of being spied on 
and added to terrorist watch lists for 
doing nothing more than attending a 
rally or holding up a sign.”

With the recent raids on activist 
homes, the Bureau has issued its 
unambiguous reply to the Inspector 
General and the American people.

In response, over 150 people 
attended a community meeting in 
Minneapolis “on less than six hours 
notice, to begin to respond to the FBI 
raids and subpoenas to local anti-war 
and international solidarity organis-
ers,” the Twin Cities Independent 
Media Centre reported.

“Organisers,” according to 
TC-IMC, “also announced two 
upcoming events: a protest outside 
the Minneapolis FBI offi ce and a 
solidarity committee meeting . The 
subpoenas ask activists to appear 
before a grand jury in Chicago, 
where a solidarity vigil was held as 
a raid was still ongoing in that city, 
on or around October 19, reported a 
Chicago Indymedia post.”

Minnesota civil rights attorney 
Bruce Nestor told the St Paul Pioneer 
Press that he was “profoundly trou-
bled” by the raids. “Overwhelmingly 
they’re people who are doing public 
political organising, so I think it’s 
shocking to have heavily armed fed-
eral agents show up at their homes. 
... It’s all people involved in anti-war 
activity, and it appears to be focused 
largely on opposition to the US policy 
in Colombia and Palestine.”

Nestor added. “This is a direct 
attack on people who are strong, 
dedicated advocates of freedom, of 
the right of people to be free from 
US domination. It is an attack upon 
anybody who organises against 
US imperialism and US militarism 
abroad.”
Tom Burghardt is a researcher 
and activist based in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. In 
addition to publishing in Covert 
Action Quarterly and Global 
Research, his articles can be 
read on Dissident Voice, The 
Intelligence Daily, Pacific Free 
Press, Uncommon Thought 
Journal, and the whistleblowing 
website WikiLeaks. He is the 
editor of Police State America: 
US Military “Civil Disturbance” 
Planning, distributed by AK Press 
and has contributed to the new 
book from Global Research, 
The Global Economic Crisis: 
The Great Depression of the XXI 
Century. 

er COINTELPRO replay

“Unless the rules regulating the FBI are strengthened 
to safeguard the privacy of innocent Americans, 
we are all in danger of being spied on and added to 
terrorist watch lists for doing nothing more than 
attending a rally or holding up a sign.”
Civil liberties defender and whistleblower Michael German
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A report by Jeremy Scahill in 
The Nation (“Blackwater’s Black 
Ops” 15/19/2010) revealed that 
the largest mercenary army 
in the world, Blackwater (now 
called Xe Services) clandestine 
intelligence services was sold 
to the multi national Monsanto. 
Blackwater was renamed in 2009 
after becoming famous in the world 
with numerous reports of abuses in 
Iraq, including massacres of civil-
ians. It remains the largest private 
contractor of the US Department 
of State “security services,” that 
practices state terrorism by giving 
the government the opportunity 
to deny it.

Many military and former CIA 
officers work for Blackwater or 
related companies created to divert 
attention from their bad reputation and 
make more profi t selling their nefari-
ous services – ranging from informa-
tion and intelligence to infi ltration, 
political lobbying and paramilitary 
training – for other governments, 
banks and multinational corporations.

According to Scahill, business 
with multinationals, like Monsanto, 
Chevron, and fi nancial giants such 
as Barclays and Deutsche Bank, are 
channelled through two companies 
owned by Erik Prince, owner of 
Blackwater: Total Intelligence 
Solutions and Terrorism Research 
Centre. These offi cers and directors 
share Blackwater.

One of them, Cofer Black, known 
for his brutality as one of the directors 
of the CIA, was the one who made 
contact with Monsanto in 2008 as 
director of Total Intelligence, entering 

into the contract with the company to 
spy on and infi ltrate organisations of 
animal rights activists, anti-GM and 
other dirty activities of the biotech 
giant.

Contacted by Scahill, the 
Monsanto executive Kevin Wilson 
declined to comment, but later 
confi rmed to The Nation that they had 
hired Total Intelligence in 2008 and 
2009, according to Monsanto only to 
keep track of “public disclosure” of 
its opponents. He also said that Total 
Intelligence was a “totally separate 
entity from Blackwater”.

However, Scahill has copies of 
emails from Cofer Black after the 
meeting with Wilson for Monsanto, 
where he explains to other former CIA 
agents, using their Blackwater e-mails, 
that the discussion with Wilson was 
that Total Intelligence had become 
“Monsanto’s intelligence arm,” spying 
on activists and other actions, including 
“our people to legally integrate these 
groups.” Total Intelligence Monsanto 
paid US$127,000 in 2008 and 
US$105,000 in 2009.

No wonder that a company 
engaged in the “science of death” as 
Monsanto, which has been dedicated 
from the outset to produce toxic 
poisons spilling from Agent Orange 
to PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls), 
pesticides, hormones and genetically 
modifi ed seeds, is associated with 
another company of thugs.

Almost simultaneously with the 
publication of this article in The 
Nation, the Via Campesina reported 
the purchase of 500,000 shares of 
Monsanto, for more than US$23 
million by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, which with this action 
completed the outing of the mask of 

“philanthropy”. Another association 
that is not surprising.

It is a marriage between the two 
most brutal monopolies in the history 
of industrialism: Bill Gates controls 
more than 90 percent of the market 
share of proprietary computing and 
Monsanto about 90 percent of the 
global transgenic seed market and 
most global commercial seed. There 
does not exist in any other industrial 
sector monopolies so vast, whose very 
existence is a negation of the vaunted 
principle of “market competition” of 
capitalism. Both Gates and Monsanto 
are very aggressive in defending their 
ill-gotten monopolies.

Although Bill Gates might try to 
say that the Foundation is not linked 
to his business, all it proves is the 
opposite: most of their donations 
end up favouring the commercial 
investments of the tycoon, not 
really “donating” anything, but 

instead of paying taxes to the state 
coffers, he invests his profi ts where 
it is favourable to him economically, 
including propaganda from their 
supposed good intentions. On 
the contrary, their “donations” 
fi nance projects as destructive as 
geoengineering or replacement of 
natural community medicines for 
high-tech patented medicines in the 
poorest areas of the world. What 
a coincidence, former Secretary 
of Health Julio Frenk and Ernesto 
Zedillo are advisers of the Foundation.

Like Monsanto, Gates is also 
engaged in trying to destroy rural 
farming worldwide, mainly through 
the “Alliance for a Green Revolution 
in Africa” (AGRA). It works as a 

Trojan horse to deprive poor African 
farmers of their traditional seeds, 
replacing them with the seeds of their 
companies fi rst, fi nally by genetically 
modifi ed (GM). To this end, the 
Foundation hired Robert Horsch in 
2006, the director of Monsanto. Now 
Gates, airing major profi ts, went 
straight to the source.

Blackwater, Monsanto and Gates 
are three sides of the same fi gure: the 
war machine on the planet and most 
people who inhabit it, are peasants, 
indigenous communities, people 
who want to share information and 
knowledge or any other who does 
not want to be in the aegis of profi t 
and the destructiveness of capitalism.
Pravda Ru 

Brits battle health privatisation
LONDON - Relentless criticism of 
British Health Secretary Andrew 
Lansley’s National Health Service 
reforms showed no signs of dying 
down after the Royal College of 
General Practitioners and the 
Unite union joined other campaign-
ers in speaking out against the 
“Liberating the NHS” white paper.

It followed the full-scale 
denunciation of the white paper by 
the British Medical Association, 
Unison, the Royal College of 
Nursing and campaign group 
Health Emergency.

The GPs not only questioned 
the speed and cost of the plans but 
warned of a possible “erosion of 
the crucial relationship” between 
doctors and patients.

They also raised “grave” 
concerns about the use of private 
companies to run NHS services, 
warning they could undermine 

the essential ethos of the NHS to 
provide high-quality health care, 
free at the point of use.

Groups of GPs will control £80 
billion (more than US$127 billion) 
of the NHS budget and commission 
services from 2013 under the plans.

But Unite warned the white 
paper will give a green light to 
the rapid privatisation of the 
health service and said it has no 
democratic mandate from the 
public.

The union has launched a 
campaign opposing the reforms and 
the wider Conservative-Democrat 
cuts being infl icted on the health 
service.

Unite national offi cer for health 
Karen Reay said: “If you join up 
the dots in the white paper, the 
menu on offer is unpalatable: rapid 
privatisation, lack of proper public 
consultation, a reduction in services 

as the contract culture starts to bite 
and poorer employment conditions 
for hard-working NHS staff.

“The impact of these proposals 
will be far-reaching - the speed at 
which they are being introduced 
and implemented, without any 
democratic mandate from a public 
that has not been properly and 
genuinely consulted with.”

The union believes the health 
service will be transformed into 
a marketing logo as services are 
provided by a myriad of competing 
businesses trying to maximize their 
profi ts.

It warned that this will lead to 
inequalities and services only given 
to those who can afford it.

A Department of Health 
spokesman said: “We don’t 
agree that the scale of reform is 
unjustifi ed, it’s a necessity.”
Morning Star 

Sydney

An evening of solidarity with Cuba
To welcome the new Cuban Consul Reinaldo Garcia Perera and 
the touring Cuba salsa and son band from Santiago de Cuba JJ Son.
Dinner – speakers – entertainment
5:30 pm - 10:00 pm Sunday October 31
First fl oor Cyprus Community Club 58-76 Enmore Rd Stanmore
Entry $25 / ($50 solidarity price) Bookings Olive Jinga CFMEU 02 9749 0400 (business hours only)

Enquiries: Nick 0414 691 732 or secretary@sydney-acfs.org

Australian groups call on 
President Obama to end 
the US blockade of Cuba
The Australia Cuba Friendship 
Society draws attention to the 
failure of the Obama administra-
tion to respond to the will of the 
international community over its 
economic blockade of Cuba.

In 2009, 187 countries at the 
United Nations, including Australia, 
called for an end to “the economic, 
commercial and fi nancial embargo 
imposed by the United States of 
America against Cuba”. President 
Obama did nothing. On October 
26 this year Cuba will present its 
19th similar motion at the United 
Nations. It is certain to again 
receive overwhelming support.

The US blockade is in viola-
tion of a number of international 
laws, including trade, maritime and 
telecommunications commitments. 
Cuba’s 2010 report to the UN esti-
mates total damages, adjusted for 
infl ation, over the past half century 
at more than US$750 billion.

Although the Obama admin-
istration removed some additional 
limitations on family visits between 
the two countries, which had been 
imposed by the Bush administra-
tion, it has maintained the bulk of 
the blockade measures, through 
such actions as:
• Invoking the “national interest” 

provisions of the 1917 Trading 
with the Enemy Act;

• Maintaining third-party sanctions 
under the 1996 Helms Burton 
Act;

• Renewing “national emergency” 
measures by Presidential 

proclamation, which restrict the 
movement of vessels around 
Cuba;

• Offering new but heavily 
restricted internet links to Cuba, 
which would still require special 
licenses from the US Treasury; 
and

• Allocating over US$30 million in 
funds (in 2010) for radio and TV 
propaganda broadcasts aimed at 
Cuba and which violate Cuba’s 
sovereign prerogatives.

The US blockade has denied 
Cuban children access to life sav-
ing technologies and medicines, 
prevents normal food trade and 
has blocked a wider range of aca-
demic, scientifi c, cultural and sports 
exchange.

In addition to the Australia 
Cuba Friendship Societies 
(Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, 
Perth and Adelaide), Sydney’s 
Latin American Social Forum, the 
Committee in Solidarity with Cuba 
(Western Suburbs), Amigos de 
Cuba (Sydney), the Construction 
Forestry and Mining Employees 
Union (CFMEU), the Maritime 
Union of Australia and the 
Australian Manufacturing Workers 
Union (AMWU) have added their 
voices to the international rejection 
of the US blockade.

The Australia Cuba Friendship 
Society calls on all people of good-
will to join the global campaign, 
demanding an end to the US eco-
nomic blockade of Cuba. 

Blackwater, Monsanto Blackwater, Monsanto 
and Bill Gatesand Bill Gates
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John Pilger

The rescue of 33 miners in Chile 
is an extraordinary drama fi lled 
with pathos and heroism. It is 
also a media windfall for the 
Chilean government whose every 
benefi cence is recorded by a forest 
of cameras. One cannot fail to be 
impressed. However, like all great 
media events, it is a façade.

The accident that trapped the 
miners is not unusual in Chile and the 
inevitable consequence of a ruthless 
economic system that has barely 
changed since the dictatorship of 
General Augusto Pinochet. Copper 
is Chile’s gold, and the frequency 
of mining disasters keeps pace with 
prices and profi ts. There are, on 
average, 39 fatal accidents every 
year in Chile’s privatised mines. 
The San Jose mine, where the men 
work, became so unsafe in 2007 it 
had to be closed – but not for long. 
On July 30 last, a labour department 
report warned again of “serious safety 
defi ciencies”, but the minister took no 
action. Six days later, the men were 
entombed.

For all the media circus at the 
rescue site, contemporary Chile is a 
country of the unspoken. At the Villa 
Grimaldi, in the suburbs of the capital 
Santiago, a sign says: “The forgotten 
past is full of memory.” This was 
the torture centre where hundreds 
of people were murdered and 
disappeared for opposing the fascism 
that General Augusto Pinochet and his 
business allies brought to Chile. Its 
ghostly presence is overseen by the 
beauty of the Andes, and the man who 
unlocks the gate used to live nearby 
and remembers the screams.

I was taken there one wintry 
morning in 2006 by Sara De Witt, 
who was imprisoned as a student 
activist and now lives in London. 
She was electrocuted and beaten, 

yet survived. Later, we drove to the 
home of Salvador Allende, the great 
democrat and reformer who perished 
when Pinochet seized power on 
September 11, 1973 – Latin America’s 
own 9/11. His house is a silent white 
building without a sign or a plaque.

Everywhere, it seems, Allende’s 
name has been eliminated. Only in 
the lone memorial in the cemetery are 
the words engraved “Presidente de la 
Republica” as part of a remembrance 
of the “ejecutados politicos”: those 
“executed for political reasons”. 
Allende died by his own hand as 
Pinochet bombed the presidential 
palace with British planes as the 
American ambassador watched.

Today, Chile is a democracy, 
though many would dispute that, 
notably those in the barrios forced to 
scavenge for food and steal electricity. 
In 1990, Pinochet bequeathed a 
constitutionally compromised system 
as a condition of his retirement and 
the military’s withdrawal to the 

political shadows. This ensures that 
the broadly reformist parties, known 
as Concertacion, are permanently 
divided or drawn into legitimising 
the economic designs of the heirs 
of the dictator. At the last election, 
the right-wing Coalition for Change, 
the creation of Pinochet’s ideologue 
Jaime Guzman, took power under 
president Sebastian Piñera. The 
bloody extinction of true democracy 
that began with the death of Allende 
was, by stealth, complete.

Piñera is a billionaire who 
controls a slice of the mining, energy 
and retail industries. He made his 
fortune in the aftermath of Pinochet’s 
coup and during the free-market 
“experiments” of the zealots from 
the University of Chicago, known as 
the Chicago Boys. His brother and 
former business partner, Jose Piñera, 
a labour minister under Pinochet, 
privatised mining and state pensions 
and all but destroyed the trade unions. 
This was applauded in Washington as 
an “economic miracle”, a model of 
the new cult of neo-liberalism that 
would sweep the continent and ensure 
control from the north.

Today Chile is critical to 
President Barack Obama’s rollback 

of the independent democracies in 
Ecuador, Bolivia and Venezuela. 
Piñera’s closest ally is Washington’s 
main man, Juan Manuel Santos, the 
new president of Colombia, home 
to seven US bases and an infamous 
human rights record familiar to 
Chileans who suffered under 
Pinochet’s terror.

Post-Pinochet Chile has kept its 
own enduring abuses in shadow. The 
families still attempting to recover 
from the torture or disappearance 
of a loved one bear the prejudice of 
the state and employers. Those not 
silent are the Mapuche people, the 
only indigenous nation the Spanish 
conquistadors could not defeat. In 
the late 19th century, the European 
settlers of an independent Chile waged 
their racist War of Extermination 
against the Mapuche who were left 
as impoverished outsiders. During 
Allende’s thousand days in power 
this began to change. Some Mapuche 
lands were returned and a debt of 
justice was recognised.

Since then, a vicious, largely 
unreported war has been waged 
against the Mapuche. Forestry 
corporations have been allowed to 
take their land, and their resistance 

has been met with murders, 
disappearances and arbitrary 
prosecutions under “anti-terrorism” 
laws enacted by the dictatorship. In 
their campaigns of civil disobedience, 
none of the Mapuche has harmed 
anyone. The mere accusation of a 
landowner or businessman that the 
Mapuche “might” trespass on their 
own ancestral lands is often enough 
for the police to charge them with 
offences that lead to Kafkaesque trials 
with faceless witnesses and prison 
sentences of up to 20 years. They are, 
in effect, political prisoners.

While the world rejoices at the 
spectacle of the miners’ rescue, 38 
Mapuche hunger strikers have not 
been news. They are demanding an 
end to the Pinochet laws used against 
them, such as “terrorist arson”, and 
the justice of a real democracy. On 
October 9, all but one of the hunger 
strikers ended their protest after 90 
days without food. A young Mapuche, 
Luis Marileo, says he will go on. On 
October 18, President Piñera is due 
to give a lecture on “current events” 
at the London School of Economics. 
He should be reminded of their ordeal 
and why.
Information Clearing House 

Chile’s ghosts are 
not being rescued

Mapuche hunger strikers have not been news.

cpasa.blogspot.comcpasa.blogspot.com
Official blog of the CPA South Australia

Millions protest “reform” in France
Scott Marshall

More than 3.5 million took to the 
streets throughout France last 
week protesting against moves to 
raise the retirement age from 60 to 
62. The protests included strikes by 
rail workers, bus drivers, teachers, 
other public workers, longshore 
workers and oil workers who shut 
down 11 of France’s 12 refi neries.

The actions shut down many 
rail and mass transportation lines. 
Flights were also cancelled or 
delayed at many French airports 
causing travel delays throughout 
Europe. The action by longshore 
and oil workers raised concerns 
about gasoline shortages.

This was the largest protest 
action in France since 1995 when a 
month of strikes and protests forced 
the right-wing government of Alain 
Juppé to abandon similar pension 
reforms.

This was also the largest 
action so far in a month of 
actions against President Nicolas 
Sarkozy’s proposed pension 

reform. There have been four 
nationwide demonstrations in the 
last fi ve weeks. Each bigger than 
the previous. The pension plan 
working its way through the French 
parliament, would also raise the 
minimum age to receive a full state 
pension from 65 to 67.

According to left and 
labour sources in France what 
distinguished last week’s actions 
was the growing breadth of 
those joining the protest. Polls 
show that 70 percent oppose the 
proposed pension law and support 
the protests. The actions not only 
saw increased union and worker 
participation, but it also saw mass 
mobilisations of women and youth. 
This included high school students 
from over 300 schools.

The Sarkozy government shows 
no sign of backing off. In public 
statements following the actions 
Sarkozy and several government 
ministers vowed to press on with 
the pension legislation. It is clear 
from French labour and left sources 
that the movement to stop these 

attacks on retirees will continue and 
“radicalise” as some put it.

Railway and transport workers 
voted to continue their strikes 
for an extra day while several 
other unions, in key sectors of 
the economy, decided to continue 
strike action indefi nitely. They plan 
to have a day by day vote of the 
members. Others are organising 
rolling strikes.

Many governments in the 
developed capitalist countries, 
including the US, are thinking 
about and proposing similar attacks 
on pensions (in the US Social 
Security). Raising age requirements 
and cutting benefi ts are favourite 
themes of the right for shifting the 
economic crisis onto the backs 
of older workers. European and 
even US lawmakers are watching 
these developments in France. The 
actions of the French unions and 
workers will not be lost on workers 
facing similar attacks in their own 
countries.
People’s World 

DHL faces global unrest
A new report details workers’ 
rights violations at DHL around 
the world, claims the International 
Transport Workers’ Federation 
(ITF).

The report claims to have 
unveiled reports of anti-union 
tactics at a number of DHL’s 
companies around the world, 
detailing examples of alleged 
intimidation faced by workers 
fi ghting for decent work and the 
right to unionise.

The dossier, “Workers’ abuse 
at DHL is unacceptable”, was 
launched on October 6 near DHL’s 
global headquarters in Bonn, 
Germany, as unionists marked the 
start of a global week of action to 
demand respect for workers’ rights 
at the company.

Compiled by the ITF and 
UNI Global Union, the report 
outlines alleged unjust sackings, 

harassment and discrimination, 
problems affecting subcontracted 
employees, examples of bad faith 
from the company and the use of lie 
detectors. It is believed that union 
members are frequently targeted by 
these actions. The report includes 
stories from Bermuda, Canada, 
Costa Rica, Guatemala, India, Italy, 
New Zealand, Portugal, South 
Africa and the US.

Ingo Marowsky, ITF global 
organising coordinator, said: “Our 
dossier shows the other side of 
DHL’s face. Having reasonable 
relations with the union that 
represents over half the global 
staff in Germany is one thing. 
But dealing with a management 
that ignores the huge number of 
workers’ voices of the other half 
outside the home country around 
the world is not acceptable.” 



10 The Guardian
October 20 2010

Remnants of an 
empire 
So, did you spend the last couple of weeks 
sitting up late to watch the Commonwealth 
Games? Otherwise known as “the fragments 
of the British Empire games”. 

Most fragmented of all, of course, was 
Britain itself, which was split up into tiny 
statelets so the Brits could compete under a 
bunch of aliases. If the Isle of Man can take 
part in an international sporting festival in its 
own right, why can’t it join the UN?

And if the component parts of Britain can 
compete as separate countries, why shouldn’t 
the separate states of Australia – or the provinces 
of Canada? 

As the Indian economy develops – and 
despite the burden of a few hundred years of 
British colonial rule, India’s economy will 
develop – the many states of that country 
will also build up their sporting facilities and 
prowess. Their cricketers put the cleaner through 
us now. What will happen when their swimmers 
and their track and fi eld athletes receive training 
and coaching at the same level as ours?

All those commentators who couldn’t stop 
crowing about Australia’s “domination” of the 
Games will be in for a real shock.

Major international sporting events are 
now so expensive to mount, with the massive 
numbers of people to be accommodated and 
fed, and with such high class facilities needed 
for successful competition, that only the sale 
of television rights makes these events viable.

And the signifi cance of sporting events is 
not lost on the commercial television industry. 
Capitalism is anything but stupid. The incredible 
usefulness of television for misinforming and 
“guiding” public opinion made it essential to 
the bourgeoisie in the twin fi elds of politics 
and advertising.

As we have said before, commercial 
television is not about providing information 
or even entertainment. It is about gathering 
defi nable groups of people together to look at 
their television screens so that advertisements 
can be screened targeted at those people 
specifi cally.

Television networks make their money 
selling those audiences to advertisers. The bigger 
the audience, the bigger the fee. At the same 
time, the ruling class has long been aware of 
the benefi ts that can accrue when the populace 
are given entertainments to take their minds off 
their own circumstances.

The ancient Romans diverted the masses 
with spectacle in the arena: lions vs christians, 
gladiatorial combat between slaves, chariot 
races, and more. At each successive stage of 
society’s development, the ruling class has 
continued to use this technique, from public 
executions to horse races.

Television makes it possible to divert huge 
numbers of people simultaneously. In fact, to 
do it globally. For the bourgeoisie, truly a gift 
from the gods.

Ever since commercial interests came to 
dominate television globally, they have done 
their best to make international sporting events 
their property. Only this year, the duration of 
matches in table tennis has been halved, and 
the diameter of the balls increased, to make 
the games more acceptable on television 
(shorter games means more ad breaks without 
interrupting a rally).

Unfortunately, one unfortunate aspect of 
the dominance of commercial television on 
sporting events was very evident during the 
Commonwealth Games telecast: rampant, 
obnoxious jingoism (going far beyond 
nationalism). 

Those responsible for the telecast apparently 
operated on the assumption that Australians are 
only interested in events that feature Australians, 
that we would rather watch an Australian be 
awarded a medal than watch someone from 
another country actually setting a world record.

That, of course, refl ects the mindset of the 
television networks: if a sport does not have a 
substantial following in Australia, a following 
that would provide a potential target audience 
for advertisers, then that sport is not worth 
telecasting.

SBS showed during the last Olympics, 
when it telecast many of the less popular sports 
(less popular in Australia, at any rate), what a 
superior coverage can be achieved by a public 
telecaster that is not governed by the needs of 
advertisers and marketing.

It was a sad day for both sport and the 
public when Murdoch and Packer discovered 
the commercial potential of sporting events. 
Attempts by Murdoch to force some sports on 
to pay TV exclusively were just too greedy and 
so-called “free TV” was able to successfully 
campaign against such a retrograde step.

But if locating a particular sport or event 
on pay-TV alone was thwarted, the commercial 
TV approach to sport has not been blunted at 
all. For commercial TV, international sporting 
events are not about promoting “the glory of 
sport”, but “the quest for gold”.

We used to be told, “it’s not about winning, 
it’s about competing”. Not on commercial TV 
it isn’t.

There is a line in the Olympic Hymn that 
declares “Oh sport, you are peace”, a reference 
to hope of the founders of the modern Olympics 
that such international sporting competitions 
would help to foster world peace.

Commercial TV will have none of that 
pussyfooting around: sporting events are 
“clashes”, winning is everything, it is likened to 

a battle, TV promotion often includes graphics 
of explosions. Competitors no longer start to get 
in form for a race: they “start their campaign”, 
and their campaign is always “for gold”.

The TV audience is told so often that an 
Australian team or athlete is “determined to 
win gold” that if they “only” win silver (god 
forbid they should have to settle for bronze), 
both they and their supporters are devastated. 

However, it would be unrealistic to urge 
restraint on commercial TV’s commentators, or 
call for the commercial TV networks to show 
responsibility and not to set up athletes with 
excessive praise and unwarranted expectations, 
leading to inevitable “failure”, when in fact the 
only failure was on the part of the TV coverage.

Removing sporting events from the control 
of TV networks and their profit-oriented 
personnel is a necessary step before sport 
can properly fl ourish once again. Adequate 
government funding would be required to 
replace the commercial funding, but that will 
require a new type of government, one that puts 
the people’s interests before corporate ones. 

Letters / Culture & Life

On the nature of 
political prisoners

Chinese academic Lui Xiaobo, 
serving eleven years for doing a 
Socrates according to the Chinese 
criminal justice system has been 
awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Peace. This follows former Soviet 
dissident Andrei Sakharov as a 
Nobel prize recipient who was 
incarcerated as a political prisoner.

Political prisoners are sometimes 
termed prisoners of conscience - there 
is an irony somewhere in this if we 
look at the world around us. Mahatmi 
Gandhi was imprisoned for his pursuit 
of humanity.

Thomas Mapfumo was impris-
oned in then Rhodesia in 1979 for 
singing through his Shona language 
for revolution. Lui is not alone in 
China as a prisoner of conscience. 
Gedhun Chosky Nyima has been 
detained by China since the age of 
6, since 1995. He is the heir to the 
Dalai Lama. Spain in 2009 impris-
oned Armaldo Otegi, the Basque 
separatist, for trying to rebuild the 
Basque Separatist party. Myanmar has 

detained as a prisoner of conscience 
Aung San Suu Kyi since 1990. In the 
last two years Myanmar’s political 
prisoners have doubled.

However all is quiet on the 
Western Front! The US has incarcer-
ated fi ve Cubans since 1998 for pre-
sumably intelligence violations though 
110 British Members of Parliament 
wrote to the US Attorney-General 
for their release. The Cubans in 2003 
imprisoned a number of academics 
and journalists. The Mapuche peoples 
of Chile are often detained for believ-
ing in their Aboriginal rights. We 
appear to be societies which presume 
that freedom is the property of people 
rather than acknowledge that people 
are the property of freedom.

But before we point the fi nger 
let us consider whether our house 
is in order. We have prisoners of 
conscience in our own country. Ark 
Tribe and Lex Wooton are two who 
our unjust laws victimise. However 
political prisoners and prisoners of 
conscience include conscientious 
objectors and protesters who have 
been arrested for calling for an end 
to wars such as Vietnam, Iraq and 
Afghanistan, who have tried to save 
old growth forests, who have stood up 
to the government’s unlawful detain-
ment of and unjust policies against 
asylum seekers, who have protested 
against Australia’s horrifi c deaths in 
custody record.

Also for those who have stood up 
against the snail like pace of change 
for our Aboriginal brothers and 
sisters; and let us not forget all our 
Aboriginal political prisoners, and 
all those who because the powerful 

objected to their love for freedom 
of speech used and abused the legal 
system against them.

Political prisoners could include 
the poorest of our society who we 
neglect and harden through our 
entrenching of poverty, and our 
incarcerated Aboriginal brothers and 
sisters, because our governments 
refuse to provide the funding, services 
due to them and therefore their full 
suite of rights.

Every child removed from a fam-
ily by cruel government agencies, pre-
dominantly from Aboriginal families 
and from the poorest among us is a 
political prisoner because we are not 
prepared to consider their families 
in our federal and state budgets in 
terms of infrastructure, education, 
health, services.

Rather than pointing the fi nger 
at others it is best to lead the way, to 
be a beacon that guides by its very 
example.

Gerry Georgatos
Human Rights Alliance

WA

China and socialism

For a long time I have been 
worried about the approach of 
the Chinese Communist Party 
(CPC) to the building of socialism. 
Unfortunately the article by Bob 
Treasure in the magazine section 
of The Guardian (October 6, 2010) 
has not eased my worries.

Treasure quotes Ai Ping, CPC 
delegate to the 11th International 
Meeting of World Communist Parties 

held in New Delhi last year as saying: 
“In the way of exploration the CPC 
as the ruling party must learn from 
all the excellent achievements of 
human civilisation including means 
and management systems which can 
refl ect the laws governing modern 
social production such as the capitalist 
market economic system”.

That is indeed high praise for 
the very system that has caused so 
much misery in the world with its 
exploitation of the working class, a 
system which makes the rich richer 
and the poor poorer, a system which 
has caused wars costing millions of 
lives.

What worries me is the view 
of the Chinese Communists that 
the national bourgeoisie is now an 
ally in the building of socialism. 
It worries me that more capitalists 
are joining the Chinese Communist 
Party. It worries me that there is a 
growth of millionaires in China. It 
worries me that Chinese investment 
in capitalist countries where workers 
are exploited is apparently regarded 
as a contribution to the building of 
socialism in China.

I’m sorry Bob Treasure, but I’m 
still worried.

Alan Miller
SA
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Rob Gowland

Nadia Williams of England competes in the women's triple jump.

The Melbourne Cup 
Guessing Competition is here!

The tickets sell at $1 each or $10 for a book of 12.
FIRST PRIZE: $350, 

SECOND PRIZE $100, THIRD PRIZE $50
The draw for the horses 1 to 24 will be made on October 29. Those who have 

drawn horses will be notifi ed immediately.
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Ros Russell is remembered by 
show-business biographers 

for her starring role (on stage and 
screen) in Auntie Mame, but she is 
remembered by afi cionados of US 
cinema for above all her role as ace 
reporter Hildy Johnson in His Girl 
Friday.

Under Howard Hawks’ direction, 
Russell and co-star Cary Grant made 
this remake of Ben Hecht’s drama The 
Front Page into one of the all-time 
great screwball comedies.

As someone remarks in the fi lm 
biography Life Is A Banquet (ABC2 
Sunday October 24 at 7.30 pm), she 
was stage trained. She had toured in 
rep, and it showed. She could – and 
did – tackle all kinds of roles. She hit 
her stride in the 1930s when she left 
Broadway to try Hollywood.

Unlike so many other stars, as 
well as a dazzling career she also 
had a stable marriage. Affl icted by 
rheumatoid arthritis, she donated 
large sums to funding research into 
the disease.

She was an actress you could 
always depend on for a good 
performance, whatever the vehicle. 
This star bio is more interesting than 
the average.

On his way from the airport 
to the Indian megacity of 

Mumbai, Kevin McCloud, English 
TV presenter well known for his 
series about fancy architect-designed 
houses, comments as we pass a 
27-storey tower block that it is the 
home of only one family and that it 
cost two billion dollars. Not everyone 
in Mumbai is poor.

McCloud, however, is on his 
way to Dharavi, Mumbai’s biggest 
slum, because some no doubt well-
dressed pundits in Britain (Prince 
Charles among them) have held up 
Dharavi as some sort of admirable 
example, for its sense of community, 
its intense recycling and refusal to 
waste anything, even its low crime 
rate. It’s a sign pointing the way to 
the future for us all, say these pundits 
who wouldn’t live there themselves 
in a fi t.

McCloud, however, is going 
to live there – for two weeks. Not 
really the same as having to live 
there all your life, but he hopes to 
learn something while being fi lmed 
for the mini series Kevin McCloud: 
Slumming It (ABC1 Tuesdays at 
8:30 pm from October 26).

What he learns early on is that 
people in slums are not full of 
despair, necessarily. They are human 
so they form communities and they 
co-operate. They make the best of 
their conditions, even if they have 
to go to the toilet in the street and 
wash their clothes in a stream fed 
with sewerage and toxic chemicals.

He does note that the area has 
thousands more cases than it should 
of preventable diseases and early 
deaths. The infant mortality rate must 
be horrendous.

His attitude is that of the liberal 
English intellectual who finds 
poverty appalling or colourful (or 
both) but who seems to have little 
comprehension of the class forces at 
work in this process.

Next week, he tries to relate 
Dharavi to sustainable living.

Medical documentary series 
can be fascinating and 

educational, but the Australian ones 
seem reluctant to show us operations 
that fail. Not so the fi rst episode of 
the three-part Great Ormond Street
(ABC2 Wednesdays at 8.30 pm from 
October 27).

London’s Great Ormond Street 
Hospital for Children is at the cutting 
edge of surgery on tiny bodies, but 
this fi rst episode, entitled Pushing 
Boundaries, sees them trying but 
failing more often than succeeding. 
But since the children would have 
certainly died anyway without 
the surgery, the doctors are not 
discouraged but keep on trying, 
in order to learn and to hopefully 
improve what they can do.

The program is refreshingly 
honest, and yes it is fascinating and 
educational.

There is a caterpillar living 
high in Tibet, which lunches 

on the spores of a particular fungus. 
The fungus parasitises the caterpillar 
and begins to grow inside its body, 
eventually killing it.

When the fungus grows up 
through the soil to the surface it 
(and the mummifi ed caterpillar it 
is growing out of) is harvested by 
Tibetan villagers who sell it for large 
sums to dealers who in turn sell it to 
the Chinese medicine market.

Like gin seng and rhino horn, 
it is reputed to have aphrodisiac 
properties, a natural Viagra. And 
whether they live in a Chinese village 
or a Manhattan penthouse, there are 
plenty of men who will pay big money 
for something that will supposedly 
increase their sexual potency.

The Tibetan Eldorado (ABC1 
Thursday October 28 at 8.30 pm)
examines how these bits of fungus 
with dead caterpillar attached have 
become the main agricultural crop of 

Tibet, and how Chinese and American 
chemists are trying to discover its 
active ingredient and to duplicate it. 
If they succeed, they will make lots 
of money and Tibet’s main cash crop 
will become worthless.

On April 4, 1968, Martin 
Luther King was assassinated 

in Memphis, Tennessee. Hundreds of 
miles away, Senator Robert Kennedy 
was due to speak at an election rally in 
Indianapolis for his campaign for the 
Democratic nomination for President.

A Ripple Of Hope (ABC1 
Thursday October 28 at 9.30 pm) 
recalls that day, when cities all over 
the USA erupted in anger and riots – 
except Indianapolis. For in that city, 
Robert Kennedy made an impromptu 
speech, fi rst telling the largely black 
crowd about the murder of King and 
then trying to unite white and black 
around the concept of hope.

The program, given the subject 
matter, is understandably hagiographic 

– after all, Bobby Kennedy followed 
King to an assassin’s bullet within 
weeks, just as his brother had before 
him.

Nevertheless, despite the 
program’s conviction that the USA 
is the centre of the universe, it is 
an unusual view of that country in 
turmoil, and more than somewhat 
revealing, and even moving.

In the last series of Spooks
(ABC1 Saturdays from 

October 30 at 8.30 pm) Russian 
Intelligence almost blew up London 
with a nuclear weapon (as they 
would). In the new series that starts 
this week, “rogue Western agents” 
are trying to smuggle weapons grade 
uranium into Iran to justify war with 
Teheran.

This series veers between Cold 
War propaganda on the one hand 
and exposés of US (and British by 
implication) dirty tricks on the other. 
It’s worth keeping an eye on. 
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Great Ormond Street (ABC2 Wednesdays at 8.30 pm from October 27).
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Sokari Ekine*

October 1, 2010, marked the 50th anniver-
sary of Nigeria’s independence. Apart from 
government offi cials and a few deluded 
individuals, most people agree there is little 
to celebrate. But that’s not quite true. 

Yes, politically and economically the 
country is a mess and its human rights record 
is appalling.

However, we can, as I did last week, 
celebrate women and our artists. I listed a small 
selection of my personal favourites and I make 
no apologies for leaving anyone out.

Literature
My favourite and probably one of the 

least well known is the Nigerian writer Amos 
Tutuola, author of The Palm-wine Drunkard 
(1946) and My Life in the Bush of Ghosts (1954). 
Tutuola wrote in “broken English” which added 
character and colour to his texts.

I’ve lost count of the number of times I’ve 
read these two books. My brother and I used 
to take turns reading the stories aloud to my 
children, who would sit in silence, mesmerised 
by the language and magical adventures of 
Tutuola’s characters.

The fi rst time I took them to my home 
town, driving along the roads of the Niger 
Delta, we passed through the endless “Bush of 
Ghosts”, wondering about the possibilities of 
the happenings in the deep forests.

Ben Okri is another writer who conjured 
up magical spirits from a parallel universe of 
gods and those who never die. His novel The 
Famished Road won the Booker Prize in 1991. 
Unfortunately, Okri has never been able to come 
near to writing another masterpiece.

Of course there are the familiar writers like 
Chinua Achebe, who is famous for his social 
and political commentary, and Buchi Emecheta, 
whose writings on women and the intersection 
of race, gender and sexuality in Britain were 
groundbreaking at the time.

Of contemporary writers, two I consider 
exceptional are Chris Abani, author of 
Graceland, and Chimamanda Noozi Adichi, 
author of Half of a Yellow Sun, an epic novel 

centred on the Biafra war. In their writings, both 
Abani and Adichi address issues such as poverty, 
social justice, feminism and homophobia.

Art as activism, as a tool 
for transformation 

I like the way more and more artists and 
writers are using their work to explore and 
expose injustice as well as traditional and 
popular culture. 

Sculptor Sokari Douglas-Camp documented 
Kalabari art and culture in her early work. In 
2006 she won the prize for the Ken Saro-Wiwa 
living memorial with her amazing full-sized 
Nigerian bus, sculptured out of steel.

One has to imagine Saro-Wiwa riding the 
bus, which is full of barrels of oil, and spreading 
his message to the people, the Nigerian 
government and the oil companies.

The message is: “I accuse the oil companies 
of practising genocide against the Ogoni 
people”.

Photographer Lucy Azubuike uses the 
camera to tell stories of the female body and 
sexuality. On her work on trees she writes:

“Trees often play the central role in my 
work. I connect tree images and forms with 
my own experiences in life, and those of other 
people, to pose the questions that interest me. 
The marks made par hazard with external 
factors like the effects of wind, rain, sun and 
animals are particularly of interest to me. Tree 
formations, deformations and even reformations 
tell interesting stories. These stories I use to ask 
questions at will.”

And fi nally, I admire the exceptional work of 
another Nigerian visual activist, George Osodi, 
who used his camera to document environmental 
and military violence in the Niger Delta as well 
as social commentary on the “uncelebrated” 
underbelly of the country.
*Sokari Ekine is a Nigerian social justice 
activist and blogger. She writes an 
award winning blog, Black Looks, which 
she setup over four years ago, writing 
on a range of topics such as rights in 
Africa, gender issues, human rights, the 
Niger. 

Nigeria at 50: 
Artists and the nation

The "Living Memorial" Bus, by Sokari Douglas-Camp, Trinity Buoy Wharf.

“They tore off my clothes, leaving 
me naked in front of their fero-
cious eyes,” 20 year-old Nguia El 
Haouasi tells me as she describes 
the ordeal she suffered last 
year at the hands of Moroccan 
police. As a campaigner for 
self-determination of her native 
Western Sahara, she has been 
arrested many times. On this 
occasion she was released after 
just 24 hours, but not before she 
had been beaten and tortured.

Nguia, a delicate young woman, 
attended an international conference 
in Algiers. At the end of the 
conference, whilst other delegates 
were fl ying home in comfort, 
Nguia – along with 72 other human 
rights defenders from Western 
Sahara – were preparing to run the 
gauntlet of returning to their home 
in Layoune, where they knew the 

Moroccan police would be waiting. 
The human rights defenders 
decided to stagger their travel, 
fl ying in three separate groups 
accompanied by international 
observers and journalists.

The fi rst group arrived and 
despite a large and intimidating 
police presence, they were allowed 
to pass unmolested. The second 
group were not so fortunate. As the 
28 activists came out of the airport 
terminal, the police closed in. 
“They started shoving, punching 
and kicking indiscriminately”, 
said Carmelo Ramirez, one of 
the observers and president of 
the Federation of Institutions 
in Solidarity with the Sahara 
(FEDISSAH). “One young activist, 
Mohamed Mayara, was seriously 
wounded by a blow to the head.”

According to Ramirez, Mayara 

“chose not to go to hospital out of 
fear” and was instead treated in 
an ambulance, where he received 
several stitches to his head and lip. 
Spanish actor Guillermo Toledo, 
who travelled with the human 
rights defenders from Algiers, was 
attempting to record the assaults 
on his mobile phone when he was 
also targeted. “Several policemen 
jumped on me, pulling me down, 
kicking and punching me.” He 
suffered a fractured fi nger.

The third group arrived and 
managed to travel to the house 
where Saharawi activists had 
gathered to celebrate their return. 
Around 100 police had also turned 
up and surrounded the house. 
Holding hands and with their 
mouths taped-up 94 activists held 
a sit-down protest in the street in 
front of the bristling police.

According to Spanish 
journalist Laura Gallego who was 
there, the police were “plunged 
into confusion” and stood by, 
uncertain how to react. The protest 
was heralded by Saharawi human 
rights activist Asfari Ennaama 
as an important victory. “Our 
silence said so much. Our silence 
was an eloquent denunciation of 
the repression to which we are 
subjected, our lack of freedom and 
the violation of our rights.”

Friday October 8 marked the 
fi rst anniversary of the arrest of 
several prominent human rights 
defenders who were arrested 
in Casablanca airport after 
returning from a visit to the 
refugee camps in Algeria, where 
around 165,000 Saharawi have 
lived in exile for over 35 years. 
Three of the activists – Brahim 

Dahane, president of ASVDH, 
Ali Salem Tamek, vice-president 
of CODESA, and Ahmed Naciri, 
vice-president Samara Saharawi 
Human Rights Committee – 
are still imprisoned in Sale 
jail, Rabat, awaiting trial by a 
military tribunal.If found guilty of 
“treason” they could face the death 
sentence.

Meanwhile, over 20 expert 
witnesses are expected to give 
testimony of human rights abuses 
in occupied Western Sahara to the 
United Nations Decolonisation 
Committee in New York this 
monthy. Campaigners will also 
gather there to call for the United 
Nations to immediately enforce 
Security Council resolutions 
requiring a referendum on self-
determination in Western Sahara.
New Internationalist 

Silence can speak a thousand words


