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The offensive against a
woman'’s right to choose

Elizabeth Hulm

As we have seen happen to work-
ers’ rights in this country, women’s
rights have also come under attack
with the gains of the women’s
liberation movement being whittled
away. The pace has been amped
up since the global economic and
financial crisis as the state acts to
undermine women and devalue
their work.

Gender equality, equal pay and
equal access threaten the social roles
that capitalist society dictates for
women — mother, carer and house-
wife. The social and economic value
for the state of unpaid labour in the
home can’t be underestimated and
historically during times of crisis the
State will act to reinforce conditions
that undermine and devalue women,
driving down their wages and weaken-
ing their position in society which in
turn weakens the whole working class.

One of the ways the State subju-
gates women is by exercising control
over women’s rights to make their
own reproductive choices. Threats
against abortion have intensified
in many developed economies. In
January, a woman in the US state of
lowa was charged after falling down
stairs and miscarrying. Although the
charges were eventually dropped it
was not until after she had spent two
days in jail. In Utah a new bill was
signed into law that effectively opens
up the way for women to be charged
with murder if they miscarry from
an “intentional or knowing act” and
across the US many abortion clinics
are being closed.

In Australia this has taken an
extreme turn in Queensland where
abortion laws written in the 19th
century that have laid dormant in
the criminal code have been enacted
against a young couple in Cairns.

On October 12, a 20-year-old
young woman could face seven
years jail under section 225 in the
Queensland Criminal Code and her
boyfriend up to three years under
section 226 if convicted under the
archaic abortion laws.

In 2009, after a police raid on
their home the Cairns couple were
charged with procuring a miscarriage
and supplying drugs to procure an
abortion after empty packets labelled
as abortion drugs were found.

Police allege the couple arranged
to bring the drug misoprostol and
mifepristone (RU-486), used in

Barangaroo:
monument to greed

medical abortions, to Australia from
the Ukraine. It is further alleged the
woman used the drug successfully to
terminate her pregnancy at 60 days,
after the couple decided they were
too young to be parents.

A Cairns magistrate, Sandra
Pearson, ruled in September 2009
that there was enough evidence and
committed the couple to stand trial.
That ruling opened the way for the
first prosecution under anti-abortion
statutes in 50 years.

Waiting for trial the couple’s lives
are on hold and their privacy has been
shattered. Despite not yet being con-
victed they have suffered vandalism
and their property was firebombed
after the Cairns Post published their
address forcing the couple to relocate.

The Queensland Bligh govern-
ment and corporate media have
maintained a campaign of lies and
smokescreens around the case.
Attempts have been made to confuse
the issue with reports the case is about
drugs, because the woman didn’t have
a prescription from her local doctor.
But the fact is the woman has not been
charged under drug-related laws but
under abortion laws.

Other lies include the drug was
smuggled into the country when in
fact it was brought in through cus-
toms; that access to abortion is easy
but in Cairns there is an upfront fee
of $810 and only a few doctors can
currently provide a “medical” abor-
tion because applications to dispense
the drug are set up to deter potential
applicants and also entail hefty fees.

Also in Cairns, only women with
serious medical conditions that would
be worsened by pregnancy, and who
are referred by their general practi-
tioners, can be considered for the use
of mifepristone. The case for medical
abortion in Australia has been judged
on political grounds rather than on
evidence-based criteria and much
of the damage was done during the
Howard years when Tony Abbott was
the Federal Health Minister.

Medical termination of pregnancy
using these drugs is widely available
to women in the US, UK, much of
Western Europe, Russia, China, Israel
and New Zealand. It is considered to
be safe, effective, cheap to produce
and highly acceptable to women. The
inequities of access to abortion, which
is a critical issue for rural women in
Australia and women in some ethnic
groups whose access to surgical abor-
tions is limited, could be overcome if
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mifepristone were to become widely
available.

The Queensland Deputy Premier
Paul Lucas has defended the
Queensland legislation stating,
“procuring an abortion for one’s
self”, as has allegedly happened in
the Cairns case, is not legal in any
state of Australia, which is not true.
Abortion laws across Australia vary
greatly with the harshest laws in
Queensland, states such as WA have
made some legislative changes to
make abortion legal until 20 weeks
but it is only in the ACT where there
are no laws making specific reference
to abortion within the Crimes Act,
after the procedure was completely
legalised in 2000.

People across Australia will join
a National Day of Action on October
9 to defend the couple and the abor-
tion rights that so many fought for
against the worst attack in decades
that threatens to set a dangerous new
precedent on abortion laws and set
back women’s access to abortion.

The Communist Party of Australia
calls on all members and Guardian
readers to join rallies around the coun-
try to defend this young Cairns couple
and to call for uniform decriminalisa-
tion of existing laws. Abortion must
be removed from the criminal code
and be regulated like any other health
procedure and the State has no busi-
ness interfering in the private matter
of personal reproduction. &

Queensland Laws

In Queensland, abortion is a crime under the Queensland Act,
although generally regarded as lawful if performed to prevent
serious danger to the woman'’s physical or mental health.

Abortion is defined as unlawful in the Queensland Criminal
Code (1899) under Sections 224, 225 & 226. Women can be
criminally prosecuted for accessing abortion:

Section 224: Any person who, with intent to procure the
miscarriage of a woman, whether she is or is not with child,
unlawfully administers to her or causes her to take any poison
or other noxious thing, or uses any force of any kind, or uses
any other means whatever, is guilty of a crime, and is liable to

imprisonment for 14 years.

Section 225: Any woman who, with intent to procure her own
miscarriage, whether she is or is not with child, unlawfully
administers to herself any poison or other noxious thing, or
uses any force of any kind, or uses any other means whatev-
er, or permits any such thing or means to be administered or
used to her, is guilty of a crime, and is liable to imprisonment

for 7 years.

Section 226: Any person who unlawfully supplies to or pro-
cures for any person anything whatever, knowing that it is
intended to be unlawfully used to procure the miscarriage of a
woman, whether she is or is not with child, is guilty of a mis-
demeanour, and is liable to imprisonment for 3 years.
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ABCC - new chief, same injustice

A new chief was appointed last week to the notorious anti-
union secret police force, the Australian Building and Construction
Commission (ABCC). The Liberals are making much of Leigh
Johns’ Labor Party background, suggesting that the former
industrial lawyer will soften the confrontational approach of the
previous Howard-era appointee, John Lloyd. The former ABCC
head also alleged the Gillard government wants to ease the ABCC’s
grip on the throats of the country’s building workers. Industry
groups chimed in with ridiculous claims that economic ruin
would follow any downgrading of the commission’s awesome and
convention-violating powers.

Workplace Relations Minister Chris Evans was obliged to step
in with words of reassurance for the big developers. “Labor has
made it clear that industrial lawlessness and thuggery will not be
tolerated,” he said. The assumption that many would make is that
he was referring to union officials who, in the bosses’ mythology,
stand over workers to join their union or over employers to meet
unreasonable claims. The Cole Royal Commission into the Building
and Construction Industry — from which the ABCC was hatched —
tried its hardest to portray union officials as bullies or corrupt or
both. For all the show trial hysteria, no charges flowed from the
Royal Commission report of 2002. But the mud stuck.

The ABCC - an institutionalised slur against building workers
— set out from day one to limit unions’ access to sites. Officials have
been harassed, charged and fined for “right of entry” violations.
Ninety-two workers have been secretly interrogated by the
specialised police force. Victorian Construction Division CFMEU
official Noel Washington narrowly avoided a six-month jail term
in 2008 for properly serving his members. Adelaide construction
worker Ark Tribe will find out next month if he will have to do jail
time for failing to attend an ABCC interrogation about a workplace
safety meeting.

The consequences of these deliberate efforts to disorganise
building workers have been tragic. Workplace deaths and injuries
have spiralled. A worker dies every week on average in this
hazardous injury. The ABCC has not prosecuted a single employer
for breaches of workplace safety laws or any other of the many
shonky practices that go on in the industry. That was never its
intended role. Last week in WA, police issued a statement regretting
the actions of an undercover officer who spied on a union mass
meeting in the town of Karratha. According to WA Police, his
spying was legitimate but he overstepped the mark by reporting
to the ABCC without authorisation.

In the face of all this shameful union-busting history, when
Minister Evans talks about building industry “lawlessness and
thuggery”, he is referring to its victims, the unions and the workers
who have been stripped of their basic rights.

Labor still wants to re-badge the ABCC as an “inspectorate”
within its Fair Work bureaucracy. Prime Minister Gillard has
talked about “safeguards” from the effects of the very bad law
underpinning the ABCC but the charges and convictions go on,
as do the workplace fatalities. The Liberals and outgoing Family
First Senator Steve Fielding want the ABCC preserved exactly as
it is. The Greens have called for it to be abolished altogether. The
current parliamentary stalemate means that the ABCC will linger
on, wreaking havoc as it goes.

The Greens’ agreement with Labor could see legislation for an
“inspectorate” pass through the Senate in July next year when the
new Green Senators assume their positions and begin wielding the
balance of power. The pressure must be applied now for the right
thing to be done — for the ABCC to be scrapped in name and in
concept. The very notion of such a body must be consigned to the
scrap heap of history. If it isn’t, not only will the shocking injustice
against building workers be perpetuated, the potential for such
anti-democratic action against all workers striving to protect their
interests and safety will be there on the legislative books, just an
amendment away. Scrap the ABCC! Let’s have one law for all but
make it a good one.

PRESS FUND
Australia is becoming increasingly bogged down in the war in
Afghanistan. New federal MP Andrew Wilkie has called for the
withdrawal of Australian troops. In response, Liberal leader Tony
Abbott has demanded a major increase in the number of Australian
troops. The ALP is nervously hedging its bets, and will await the
outcome of a further report on the current state of conflict! But
speaking of commitment, many thanks to the following contributors
to the Press Fund this week. Your very generous support will help
us reach our goal, i.e. new software, which we need to purchase in
order to upgrade our news coverage — and to oppose all wars being
waged on behalf of US imperialism.

In memory of Maria Prodromou, from the following: the Serelas
family $100, John and Dimitra Evangelatos $50, Stelios Filferis $50,
Peter Drivas $20.

Susan Hale $77, CCJ and PJJ $10, Lionel King $50,
K Manski $120, “Round Figure” $13

This week’s total: $490 Progressive total: $4,810

Maria Prodromou
11-01-1922 — 17-07-2010

In memory of Maria
Prodromou, donations
have been made by her
family and Friends to

the CPA. Maria was a
lifelong supporter of the
Communist Party, both in
Greece and in Australia.
She was born in Asia
Minor in 1922, and her
family fled to Greece as
refugees when she was 7
months old. Throughout
her life she fought for
peace and justice for

all. o
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The tickets sell at $1 each or $10 for a book of 12.
FIRST PRIZE: $350, SECOND PRIZE $100, THIRD PRIZE $50

The draw for the horses 1 to 24 will be made on October 29. Those who have drawn horses will be notified immediately.

Drop the Charges Against the Cairns Couple

Rally Murray St Mall y ——
(William Street End) Tm o o '
| for Abortion Rights!
. Sydney Town Hall Square
12 Midday Saturday . 3ty
October 9" 2010 so“ar‘

Organised by Women's Ahunion

when a woman and her partner are facing Action Campign s partof 2 nationl
) i ig9 o defense campaign coordinated by ProChoice Action
trial for abortion: lt S tlme to RALLY Collective QLD; Women's Abortion Action Campaign NSW; and
Radical Women VIC
For more info contact: iwdperth2010@gmall.com
Kamala 0417319662 Clare 0401202914 or Elizabeth 0421113343 Contact WAAC: 0407 665 857 (Marg) - contact_waac@yahoo.comau  www.waacorg.au
Film showing Multi-Cultural Concert
. . with:Ahmed Al-karawi;Antonio;
The | nSU Iar Empl re. Florence Cheung;Metin Yilmaz;
. . . Pourandokht Naseri;:Rami Al-asadi;
Amerlca In the Marlanas Samir Maarbani Veli Toprak;Group Tililili;
(and Friends)
Wednesday 13 October 7-8.30pm Saturday 16 October 7.30pm
Club Room NSW Teachers Federation Tom Mann Theatre
23-33 Mary Street, Surry Hills, 136 Chalmers Street, Surry Hills
tickets at door $20/$12 tickets at door $40/$25
Proceeds to “We Are Guahan”, the organisation of the indigenous Chamoru people of Guahan (Guam).
Sponsored by Australian Anti-Bases Campaign Coalition, Sydney Peace Foundation and Maritime Union of Australia
Info 0418 668 098
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Barangaroo:

Monumental eyesore,
monument to greed

Peter Mac

The controversy over the proposed
development of the Barangaroo
area (the former Patrick’s con-
tainer loading site on the west
of Millers Point in Sydney) has
accelerated with the resignation
of Sydney’s Lord Mayor Clover
Moore from the Barangaroo
Delivery Authority.

The project was originally
launched several years ago with an
international design competition for
development of the site, which was
won by an Australian design team.
However, the state government then
rejected the winning design and
adopted a design proposal by Lend
Lease which enormously enlarged
the floor areas and height of the
buildings, and introduced a huge
new hotel and pier projecting into
Darling Harbour.

Following widespread objections,
Lend Lease recently revised its
proposal. Although slightly more
restrained, it met none of the
objections raised by the National
Trust, the Council of the City
of Sydney, the Royal Australian
Institute of Architects, and many
other concerned organisations and
individuals.

Ms Moore made plain her
objections to the proposal, which
she described with remarkable
understatement as “too bulky”, and to
the Authority’s methods of operation.
She had previously argued that
acting as a member of the Authority
enabled her to influence the outcome
of its operations from “inside the
tent”, but in reality other members
of the Authority simply ignored her
objections.

In August the Authority published
its contract with Lend Lease, but
on the pretext of “commercial in
confidence” deleted virtually all the
financial information.

Moore complained to Premier
Kristina Keneally that “The slow
release of information and secrecy
about project finances is contrary
to the public’s right to know,

and contrary to assurances given
by your government. ... “The
Authority withheld financial
information essential for the public’s
understanding and acceptance of this
project without this decision (being)
formally voted on or endorsed by
the board.”

Moore also encountered bitter
objections within the Council to her
continuing role on the Authority. Last
August Greens councillor Chris Harris
moved a motion for the Council
to fund legal action against the
development. Moore used her casting
vote to defeat the motion, which
had been supported by two of her
former allies. However, Harris then
announced that he intended to lodge
an official letter of complaint with
the state Ombudsman, alleging that
Moore’s membership of the Authority
involved a conflict of authority.

In September Moore finally
resigned from the Authority.
Infuriated, Keneally launched a tirade
against her and assumed control over
the development approval process,
in order to expedite consideration
of the Lend Lease development
application. Approval by the state
government as the consent authority
is a legal necessity, but in this case
it’s just a formality, given that the
Premier favours an immediate start
to construction of the car park and
landscaping works.

Greed subverts
good planning

In terms of its design significance,
supporters of the scheme have
compared it favourably — but
unjustifiably — with Sydney’s Harbour
Bridge and Opera House. Lord
Richard Rodgers, master planner of
the southern (built) part of the site,
declared loftily that the scheme offers
Sydney an opportunity “to inspire and
create a world class waterfront” — as
though it hasn’t got one already.

He also praised the allocation
of the northern section of the site
(almost 40 percent of the total) as a
landscaped park. However, he failed

Aerial view of Barangaroo.

to mention that a sizable chunk of this
section has been excised as a harbour
inlet. Moreover, it wouldn’t just be
a park. A huge man-made mound, it
would cover not only the beautiful
sandstone cliff, which provides
evidence of the history of the area, but
also a massive car park and museum.

Despite Lend Lease’s recent
modifications, the scheme continues
to draw fierce opposition from
local communities and concerned
individuals and organisations, because
of its huge scale, its adverse effect on
views of the harbour from existing
city buildings, and its gross intrusion
into the harbour.

City Council planning officials
have pointed out that the Authority’s
photographic imagery of the site
underplays its colossal visual impact.
Under the latest scheme the buildings
would be fewer, but they’d also be
taller. On midwinter mornings their
shadows would stretch right across
Darling Harbour and overshadow
buildings in Pyrmont. Many residents
on the western side of historic Millers

Point would lose their wonderful
views, and their dwellings would
be overshadowed during winter
afternoons.

Two weeks ago Council planners
issued a statement that extra
passengers travelling to Barangaroo
would impose an unbearable load on
the city’s public transport, and that
Wynyard Station in particular would
“exceed safe operational capacity”.

Dogged by corruption scandals,
and tottering after the resignation
of a series of ministers, the NSW
government is facing inevitable defeat
at the state elections next year — and
possibly even sooner. According to
some reports, in order to present any
other newly-elected government with
a fait accompli, the Premier favours
an immediate start to excavation and
footing works on the Barangaroo
site, pre-empting her approval for
the proposal.

This would have historic ironies.
In the 1950s, the former Labor
government faced electoral defeat
by the Liberals, which might have

led to cancellation of the building
of the Sydney Opera House. The
government therefore ordered the
pouring of concrete footings for the
building, even though the design
and documentation had not been
finalised. As a result the footings were
inappropriately placed and eventually
had to be removed with dynamite.

Moreover, discussion on
Barangaroo has ignored the impact
of rising sea levels. A new scientific
report predicts a possible two metre
rise by 2100, and it is possible that
the low-lying Barangaroo site could
be flooded at maximum high tide by
mid-century.

Throughout the Barangaroo saga
commercial greed has triumphed over
the public interest. The NSW Labor
government has tenaciously fought
in defence of the design proposals,
which are patently based on the big-
business credo of doing whatever
you can get away with to maximise
the profit line. The government will
undoubtedly fall at the next elections,
and thoroughly deserves to. &
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Sydney

CFMEU Farewell & Solidarity Concert

Andrew Ferguson has been nominated by the ALP Socialist Left as a
candidate for the NSW Legislative Council. It is expected that this nomination
will be endorsed by the ALP and Andrew will be in a winnable position and
will be elected to state parliament at the next state elections.

Andrew has worked for the CFMEU for more than 30 years, dedicated to
workers’ rights, social justice and international solidarity. From Palestine to
solidarity with the Cuban revolution, the CFMEU has been uncompromising.

You are invited to our Farewell for Andrew. In a continuation of our tradition
of internationalism, CFMEU Officer, Rita Mallia, will report on her recent
two-week visit to Colombia. Proceeds from the Farewell will be contributed
to assist the struggle for human rights in Colombia. Rita was a guest of
Sinaltrainal, the food manufacturing union that represents workers employed
by multinationals, such as Coca Cola, Kraft and Unilever. In addition
to visiting picket lines and trade unions across Colombia, Rita visited
imprisoned trade unionists and filmmaker Liliany Obando. Liliany has now
been in jail for nearly two years, unconvicted of any crime.

Friday October 8, 6.30pm
CFMEU, Level 2/ 10 Railway Street, Lidcombe

Special guests JJ Son con Idalbelis from Santiago de Cuba
Entrance $5.00 — Dinner and drinks on sale

All proceeds for human rights in Colombia
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Train drivers in WA win interim

5% Increase as public
discontent simmers

Richard Titelius

On September 24, train drivers
who are members of the Rail,
Tram and Bus Union embarked
on their second day of action over
their ongoing pay dispute with
the Public Transport Authority
(PTA), more than 50 percent of
150 drivers calling in sick.

The tactic of calling in sick is not
considered industrial action by the
WA Industrial Relations Commission,
however the effect is similar in that
there was inconvenience caused to the
public as train services were forced
to run hourly instead of every 20-30
minutes. Notwithstanding that, the
PTA had requested 100 drivers to
submit doctor’s certificates following
the use of the tactic the first time,
it had not deterred workers from
using the tactic a second time. On
this occasion the Commission has
ordered that the drivers must report
to a doctor appointed by the PTA to
obtain a medical certificate.

Unlike the first occasion when
the train drivers’ union had used the
tactic, there was more notice given
that another mass sick leave absence
day was being contemplated and
Perth’s already overcrowded arterial
roads were further congested as some
commuters took to private transport

in an attempt to militate against the
effect of the proposed action.

That evening with the Perth Royal
Show opening and the school holidays
commencing, the government was
keen to avoid any further disruption
when there would be an increase in
demand for train services.

Thousands of other commuters
were also made to endure lengthy
waiting times on train stations as
the union’s action in support of their
claim began to leave its mark.

In also showed up a government
that would rather risk inconveniencing
the public than embark on good faith
bargaining.

Later in the evening came the
announcement the union had been
waiting for when a special session
of the WA Industrial Relations
Commission announced that it had
brokered a deal between the Bus, Tram
and Train Union represented by lawyer
Peter Momber and the PTA, giving
drivers an interim 5 percent increase
backdated to July 2009 on condition
there be no further industrial action.

While the government says that
drivers on average earn $70,000 a
year, that includes allowances for
work that is demanding and often
stressful, the workers have taken a
compromise on their original claim
which was for a 21 percent increase

over two years, a significant increase
in allowances and an amount of
$15,000 in back pay since the dispute
with the government began.

Though a 5 percent pay increase
may seem a significant back down
on their original claim it is more than
what any other group of public sector
workers have been able to achieve
this year and that includes prison
officers, education assistants and
school cleaners and gardeners (while
the State’s parliamentarians received
a 4.3 percent increase for 2010).

Meanwhile the state’s biggest
public sector union, the Community
and Public Sector Union/Civil Service

Union says Victoria University
VC has double standards

The Victoria University Vice-
Chancellor Professor Elizabeth
Harman is applying a double
standard by refusing VU staff a
wage rise while getting an auto-
matic 6 percent increase in her
own salary, the National Tertiary
Education Union (NTEU) Victoria
University branch has revealed.

“The Vice-Chancellor benefits
from automatic increases to her
wage, but is refusing to negoti-
ate with staff on a new collective
agreement, “said Richard Gough,
president of the branch.

The NTEU Victoria University
branch has released the Vice-
Chancellor’s contract, which was

obtained recently under the public
disclosure provisions of the con-
tract. Professor Harman’s contract
guarantees automatic wage rises
that are independent of her annual
performance review.

“Victoria University staff are
the worst paid of any Australian
university. Professor Harman likes
to talk about VU escaping its back-
water Western Suburbs image, but
she seems intent on locking the
administrative and academic staff
into low wages and excessive work-
loads,” said Mr Gough.

“We are concerned about the
double standard, where VU staff
are being pressured to accept

significant increases to their work-
load before the Vice-Chancellor
will negotiate for any increase at all
for 2010.

“There are also questions over
potential conflicts of interest for
the Vice-Chancellor, who stands to
gain from a 60 percent bonus for
achieving key performance indica-
tors which include increasing the
University’s underlying budget
surplus. We hope she isn’t using a
2010 wages freeze to meet this.

“We believe that the Vice-
Chancellor should hand over col-
lective bargaining negotiations to
someone else until she steps down
at the end of the year. &

Win for TAFE campaign

The lobbying of the AEU’s
TAFE4AIl campaign against the
Victorian government’s Skills
Reform has resulted in significant
amendments to the policy.

“Pressure from the TAFE4AII
campaign has seen the government
commit to spending $37.6 million to
undo some of the damage caused by
the Skills Reform,” said Australian
Education Union (AEU) Victorian
branch president Mary Bluett.

“The government has more than
doubled the number of TAFE fee
exemptions — evidence that it knows
a substantial number of people cannot
afford the increases. The union
commends the government for its

commitment of $2.6 million so that
teachers are exempt from increased
fees for Certificate 4 in Training and
Assessment.”

The AEU is pushing for other
departments to fund training and also
make a contribution.

However, the government must
commit further still if it is to undo
the damage caused by its TAFE
changes. “It is of concern that the
government only pledges commitment
for apprenticeship fees until the end
of 2012,” said Bluett.

“This gives insufficient certainty
for apprentices and employers into the
future — apprenticeships take three
or four years. We’ve already seen in

the policy that when the prospect of
increasing apprenticeship fees was
labelled “TBA’ (to be announced) it
caused havoc — employers need to
know beyond a year or two what they
are up against.

“The AEU and the TAFE4AIl
campaign will certainly be targeting
the next state budget for a continued
subsidy for apprenticeships in Victoria
beyond 2012.

“We’ll also be calling for
contribution from other departments,
in particular the Department of
Human Services to support the
community welfare sector in training,”
she said. &

sector

Association lodged its General
Agreement 5 claim in which it seeks
a 10 percent increase over two years
and is awaiting a response. It is also
seeking free or concession rate use of
public transport as a condition.

Any doubt that the government
was strapped for funds to make a
reasonable offer to the train drivers
was dispelled on the Friday morning
of the dispute when on page 16 of
The West, a story, “State reaps profit
from bigger bills” revealed that the
state owned utility companies, the
Water Corporation, Western Power
and Synergy, had posted combined
profits of $731 million for 2009-10
on the back of big rises to household
electricity and water bills.

The government is also planning
further significant rises to household
electricity and water bills, which
one hopes will not precede the
privatisation of the water and energy
utilities as has happened in other parts
of Australia.

The moderate increase being
sought by public sector workers
will not only help them to pay for
these large increases in the cost of
government services, but also ensure
decent wages for workers to deliver
quality public services to all citizens.

The states train drivers meanwhile
will hope that their negotiating team
will be able to keep the government
on target to deliver a decent outcome
on the balance of their claim, now that
the drivers have given an undertaking
not to engage in further industrial
action.

The other public sector unions
who have claims underway should
also be under no illusion that unity,
solidarity and strength is what is
needed to deliver a just and fair
outcome on the wages and conditions
of their members.

(The author regularly cycles to
work — another form of public
transport.) @

Arrogant Crown
slapped down in court

Attempts by Crown Melbourne to
deprive staff of information about
their right to take strike action
during the Spring Racing Carnival
have failed, following action in two
courts by Crown workers.

Thousands of casino work-
ers, members of the Liquor,
Hospitality and Miscellaneous
Workers” Union (LHMU), voted on
strike action, after Crown Casino
failed to offer a fair pay increase
or reverse changes that could cost
experienced dealers almost $5,000
a year.

In the lead up to voting,

Crown moved to starve workers of
information about their rights, by
removing union notice boards and
throwing union organisers out of
the staff dining room.

Fair Work Australia made an
interim order against Crown to
ensure its employees have access to
union officials in their dining room.

Meanwhile in separate action
taken by Crown workers in the
Federal Court, an agreement was
reached with Crown to have union
notice boards reinstated.

“Crown has used under-
handed tactics to try to deny staff

information about their rights”,
said Jess Walsh, Victorian secre-
tary of LHMU. “These efforts have
spectacularly failed.”

“These court actions were
taken to ensure Crown workers can
vote freely without intimidation or
misinformation.”

“Staff were already angry after
Crown told them it cannot afford
a fair wage increase and needs
to make changes that could cost
experienced dealers almost $5,000
a year, despite its $300 million
profit. Crown’s actions over the
last week are likely to antagonise
staff even further.”

\oting on the protected
action ballot will conclude by
early October, clearing the way
for Crown workers to take strike
action during the Spring Racing
Carnival.

Union members have rejected
Crown’s wage offer of about 3.5
percent per year, and changes that
would see projected wage rates for
dealers cut by about $2.40 an hour.

Crown is the largest and richest
casino in the southern hemisphere.
It is spending $450 million upgrad-
ing and expanding the casino. &
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The covert agenda
to undermine the UN

Anna Pha

In an address to United Nations
General Assembly in New York
on September 25, Australia’s
Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd
said, “The question we must ask
ourselves today is whether the
United Nations remains effective in
confronting the challenges of our
time.” Rudd pointed to the need for
global cooperation on economic,
environmental and security issues
and was highly critical of the UN’s
performance in these areas, “There
has to be a better way”, he said.

Referring to the two World Wars
and League of Nations that preceded
the formation of the UN 65 years
ago and the need to prevent a third
world war, Rudd said, “The world
came together out of necessity.” He
continued, “Today, we are faced with
a different set of challenges and in
different strategic, political and eco-
nomic circumstances. We now live in
a world that is more multi-polar and
more interconnected than ever before.

“These new global realities cre-
ate an imperative for responsive,
representative and, most critically,
effective systems of global govern-
ance. If we fail to make the UN work,
to make its institutions relevant to the
great challenges we all now face, the
uncomfortable fact is that the UN will
become a hollow shell.”

Rudd went on to warn: “Nation
states may retain the form of the UN,
but increasingly seek to go around the
UN and deploy other mechanisms, to
achieve real results. And that is the
question we all face today. A ques-
tion of our collective political will to
make the existing institutions work...
To combine the existing and unique
legitimacy of the UN system with a
newfound effectiveness on security,
development and climate change.”

What are these changes Rudd is
proposing? What does “newfound
effectiveness” refer to? Who is seek-
ing to go around the UN and employ
other mechanisms? The answer to
these questions and why the UN might
be in danger of becoming a “hollow
shell” can be found in the actions of
Rudd and his US counterparts on cli-
mate change and the global financial
and economic crisis, amongst others.
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Blatant obstruction

Under Rudd’s leadership Australia
joined the US and other Western allies
in trying to kill the Kyoto Protocol
instead of negotiating the next round
of developed countries’ commitments
under the Protocol. Rudd played a
leading role in trying to push the
so-called Copenhagen Accord, a
secretly negotiated document, run-
ning in parallel with the UN’s legally
binding Protocol. The Accord was
not an official UN document, nor
was it arrived at through the UN’s
democratic processes. If the Accord
had been adopted at Copenhagen, the
Kyoto Protocol would have become
a hollow shell.

The US, Australia and their allies
failed to destroy the Protocol or gain
formal adoption of it in Copenhagen,
but they did succeed in obstructing
progress and, to use Rudd’s own
words, prevent the meeting from
“achieving real results”. Against the
wishes of the majority of member
states, the developed nations avoided
their legal obligations under the
Protocol to make new commitments
for greenhouse gas emission reduc-
tions. Using backdoor methods, they
also succeeded in later having much
of the Accord’s text incorporated in
negotiating documents.

Rudd boasted in his 2010 address
to the UN that Australia, together with
a number of other states, had “worked
tirelessly to produce the Copenhagen
Accord.” He then had the gall to tell
the UN General Assembly that “On
climate change, the UNFCCC’s (UN
Framework Convention for Climate
Change) progress at Copenhagen did
not reflect the global challenge we are
currently facing.” Rudd, one of the
perpetrators of this failure, dishonestly
used it to attack the effectiveness and
relevance of the UN.

Deploying other
mechanisms

The UN held an important confer-
ence on the global economic crisis in
June 2009, with the aim of finding
solutions and assisting its victims.
Bailing out Western banks had
done nothing to help the millions of
unemployed, homeless and starving

victims of the crisis in developing
countries. The UN conference gave
voice to all nations, and the majority
treated it seriously sending foreign or
finance ministers. It was shunned by
most Western leaders. Australia was
insultingly represented by a Canadian
representative to the UN, not even by
our ambassador to the UN!

As was pointed out in The
Guardian, “The Canadian official,
speaking on behalf of Canada,
Australia and New Zealand, empha-
sised the critical role of international
financial institutions and the G20,
and the ‘complementary engagement
of all actors, including the UN” in
addressing the economic crisis. He
put the G20 above the UN which he
generously allowed to play a ‘com-
plimentary’ role.

“The big powers, in particular the
US, did their best during the prepara-
tions for and at the UN conference to
limit the scope of discussion. They
thwarted attempts for the UN to move
quickly and decisively to address
the global economic crisis, causing
considerable anger and frustration
amongst delegates from poorer coun-
tries, who were hit hardest by a crisis
that was not of their making.” (Issue
No 1430, 30-09-2009) (See also The
Guardian, 29-07-2009 for report on
UN conference.)

G20 versus UN

In his address (as prime minis-
ter) to the UN General Assembly on
September 23, 2009, Rudd pressed
for issues such as climate change,
nuclear disarmament and the global
financial crisis to be resolved outside
of the UN, either through the G20 or
parallel organisations or structures.
Then, as quoted above, in 2010 he
refers critically to those who “increas-
ingly seek to go around the UN and
deploy other mechanisms”.

On the following day and still
in New York, Rudd gave an address
to the Foreign Policy Association,
entitled “American leadership and the
emerging global order”. He portrayed
the G20 as the “driving centre” of
existing institutions of global gov-
ernance and advocated “US global
leadership for the future” to deal with
the new challenges of globalisation.

“Recognising throughout that
while the United States can lead, and
while the United States should lead,
the lessons of recent years remind
us that the United States cannot be
expected to do so alone,” Rudd told
his appreciative US audience.

“American leadership must also
be supported in this new endeavour
by a new ‘driving centre’ of global
politics and the global economy — a
group of nations, both developed and
developing, sharing a broad commit-
ment to make the existing institutions

of global governance solve the prob-
lems faced by the global order rather
than simply avoid them.” The “group
of nations™ he referred to was not the
192 nations of the UN, but the 20 of
the G20 which includes the largest
Western economies and China, India,
Russia and Brazil.

In an attempt to justify US and
G20 leadership, he continues: “The
new and pressing functional demands
of a rapidly unfolding global order are
now rubbing up against the increas-
ingly dysfunctional nature of global
institutions that are either out of their
depth; insufficiently empowered; or
reduced to a negotiating stalemate
by the politics of the lowest common
denominator.”

He lists a number of such “dys-
functional” institutions including the
UN and other international institutions
under its umbrella, pointing to their
failures on nuclear disarmament,
climate change and the Millennium
Development Goals (economic devel-
opment). As with his 2010 address
to the UN, he does not explain why
these institutions are not sufficiently
empowered, or why they were stale-
mated or dysfunctional.

Dr Abubakr a Al-girbi, Yemen’s
Minister for Foreign Affairs, stressed
the importance of the UN in an
address on September 28, 2010, as
chair to the 34th annual meeting of
foreign affairs ministers of the G77
and China. He said, “... we stress
that the United Nations is the only
global body with universal member-
ship and unquestioned legitimacy
and is, therefore, well positioned to
address global economic governance
with the objective of reaching sustain-
able and socially balanced economic
development. It is critical that member
states commit to the United Nations
processes, multilateralism and its
underlying values in order to fulfil its
role in global economic governance.”

Dr Abubakr a Al-qgirbi noted,
“South-South cooperation remains
our great hope considering the road-
blocks we are experiencing in the
North-South dialogue over the past

years on any given subject. South-
South cooperation has increased in
importance and scope and we believe
strongly the time has come to broaden
and strengthen further this type of
cooperation as an effective way of
promoting international coopera-
tion for development, especially in
the current international economic
environment.”

This cooperation and the forging
of unity is strengthening the ability
of the poorer nations to stand up for
their rights and their peoples in the
face of US imperialism.

The future role (if any) of the UN
as the world’s leading international
body is the central question being
debated by Rudd. The US and a hand-
ful of rich nations cannot dominate
the UN as before in the interests of
their global corporate masters. Rudd,
as the voice of US imperialism, has in
effect put before the UN two options:
a hollow, ineffective UN and G20
global governance or a radically
“reformed” (and deformed) UN which
replaces existing universal participa-
tion and democratic processes with
decision-making by a small group of
handpicked nations (along the lines
used to draft the Copenhagen Accord).

“Australia supports American
global leadership in these great glo-
bal challenges that lie ahead,” Rudd
told the Foreign Policy Association,
and that is his aim — either through
“reform” of the UN or through “other
mechanisms” external to the UN, such
as the G20 and other organisations
that would disenfranchise the “lowest
common denominator” states — Cuba,
Venezuela, Bolivia, small island
states, poor African nations, etc.

To answer Rudd’s question: There
is a better way, through genuine coop-
eration between all nations within the
framework of the United Nations,
based on humility and equality; with
financial and other assistance from the
rich nations to assist the developing
states; and progressive, democratic
reforms to the UN and the institutions
under its umbrella, in particular, the
International Monetary Fund. &
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China:

Bob Treasure

Ever since the Peoples’ Republic of China
invited foreign capital into the country and
behind the “Bamboo Curtain”, China has
been dismissed by most Left observers as
selling out to capitalism and class society,
with all its associated evils. Of course capital-
ist commentators and “expert” economists
gloat over the Chinese renunciation of
socialist principles and their craven debt to
neo-liberal market economics. “Proof that
socialism is dead”, they say.

But China’s rapid and successful response
to the capitalist Global Financial Crisis (GFC)
has obliged a serious rethink of such knee-jerk
assessments. Clearly China has, against all the
doomsayers’ predictions, survived a crisis within
which their neo-liberal “betters” in Europe and
the USA are drowning, and the economic mira-
cle continues. Maybe the “Chinese Economic
Miracle” is not as capitalist as most westerners
think...

Building a Platform

First, what most pro-capitalist China experts
ignore is the infrastructural platform built by
socialism prior to the Great Leap of the past
30 years.

When the Chinese Communist Party under
Mao’s leadership assumed control in 1949 the
Chinese economy was a basket-case: industry
was primarily on the coast, under foreign own-
ership, and profits drained straight out of the
country — China was bereft of foreign reserves.
Her people suffered the extremes of natural
disasters, and simply died in their millions when
famine or floods struck. The sale and dumping
of unwanted children was commonplace. Health
care and education remained the preserve of the
wealthy classes, and did not exist in remote rural
areas. Inflation ran at 1,000 percent.

One of the first measures undertaken by
the new socialist state was basic health care.
The immediate result was a population boom:
between 1949 and 1953 population grew from
an estimated 450-500 million to 583 million —
by the 1990s this figure had doubled, simply
because basic health care measures (clean water,

There were good reasons for revision of the
dream. Since its inception China’s revolution
had been isolated from the rest of the world.
This was hardly China’s fault, but was instead
the result of deliberate US and OECD policy,
rather like its current blockade of Cuba. When
its dispute with the Soviet Union denied it the
know-how of the socialist bloc states, China’s
economic progress was left entirely to its own
devices. Despite impressive achievements, the
Chinese people were not going to wait several
generations for the dream of economic wealth
and global leadership, as the "Middle Kingdom”
had once possessed before the onset of the
modern era, and which the Communist Party
had basically promised as its most fundamental
revolutionary platform.

Deng Xiaoping and his faction had to
address the deeper Marxist problem: that the
transition from a rural/peasant political economy
to modern industrial socialism was difficult, if
not impossible, without the intervening stage
of industrial capitalism. The foundations were
there: a stable infrastructure, an educated
workforce, a basic industrial capacity eager
to adopt the latest technology to improve pro-
ductivity, and savings for investment. By 1979,
the Chinese people were sufficiently well off to
squirrel away 32 percent of GDP as savings —
one of the highest rates in the world at that time!

“Riding the Tiger”

Despite diplomatic recognition by the West
in the 1970s, China under Maoist leadership
continued to keep capitalist influence at arm’s
length, and intensified its hostility towards
the Soviet Union. But the dominance of Deng
Xiaoping’s ideas by 1979 saw immediate revi-
sionist changes: peasants who achieved a surplus
could exchange this on open markets (higher
production was urged on by State supplied price
incentives), and western capitalists were invited
to invest/set up industries in Special Economic
Zones in four select coastal regions.

Over time, restrictions on western capital-
ist investment in the interior were relaxed, and
ambitious Chinese, encouraged with the slogan
“To get rich is glorious”, began to start their own
capitalist enterprises and parade all the trappings

position. On closer examination, they may well
have been correct.

At no stage over the past 30 years has the
State relinquished control of the “commanding
heights” or “levers” of the Chinese economy:
agricultural pricing, heavy industry, power and
energy, transport, communications, foreign
trade, and finance (state banks). This is some-
thing Lenin pursued during the New Economic
Policy and the various Eurocommunist parties
demanded in the 1980s. Throughout, the State
has directly owned more than 50 percent of
all industry (mainly through State Owned
Enterprises or SOEs), and holds more than a
significant interest in many so called “private”
enterprises and foreign ventures as well.

Such direct State intervention has allowed
China to respond to the Global Financial Crisis
more rapidly and effectively than any OECD
country. Fiscally, they did not have to go through
the rigmarole experienced by the Rudd Labor
government in carrying out their stimulus pack-
age. Here, Commonwealth funds were doled
out to shonky private contractors to install
insulation batts and build school halls — it took
precious time to set up the contracts and ensure
the contractors followed the right guidelines. In
the end, it was clear the government had no real
supervisory control.

Contrast this with the efficiency of China’s
response. Realising their export economy was at
risk, the State shifted massive funds directly to
sorely needed infrastructure in western/interior
regions — railways, roads, schools, hospitals,
apartments. Workers’ pay was increased, provid-
ing immediate domestic demand — not delayed,
but immediate.

Monetarily, the policies were even more
startling. The banks in China are state banks and
they adhere to State policy. Their finances are
backed by government guarantee. Over recent
years these banks financed the expansion and
modernisation of State enterprises (in preference
to private ones) which then bought out failing
private companies! “Foul!” cried the Western
capitalist experts. “How dare banks operate in
this way! It’s unfair!”

In defiance of all predictions of doom for
the “inefficient” SOE’s in the financial crunch,

At no stage over the past 30 years has
the State relinquished control of the
“commanding heights” or “levers”

of the Chinese economy.

proper birth supervision, and regular check ups)
were carried out. Literacy, at a level of five
percent in the countryside in 1949, had become
universal by the 1960s because village schools
serviced all levels of the population.

Using revolutionary enthusiasm and mass
organisation, huge public works in irrigation,
building and electrification brought stability to
agriculture and successfully fed the burgeoning
population mentioned earlier. Investment in
heavy industry and transport covered the length
and breadth of China: the first Five Year Plan
saw production double for coal, cement and
machine tools, treble for oil and quadruple for
steel, which reached an output of 5.3 million
tonnes. By international comparison this was
still small, compared with Britain’s 20 million
and the USA’s 100 million tonnes, but the base
from which to start was pathetically tiny to
begin with...

Revisionism

Upon his death in 1976, Mao’s dream of
China’s Great Leap had not been realised,
despite several attempts. After his death, a
profound ideological struggle took place in the
Party, between those on the “Hard Left” (led by
the so called Gang of Four) who placed primary
stress on a politically driven Chinese road
to socialism, and the “Moderates” who were
deeply materialist and favoured “Expertness”
over “Redness”.

of a home-grown bourgeoisie.

By the early 2000s there were more Chinese
millionaires than people in Australia. At the
same time, rural collectives and communes
had been gradually dismantled, creating a
widening gap between an expanding gentry
and small land-leasing peasants (leasing from
the State). Direct foreign investment in China
grew from US$636 million in 1983 to US$616
billion in 2004.

The outcome is history, known to most
people in the world. The boom commenced and
continued at roughly 10 percent + per annum
GDP growth from the early 1980s to the present.
At this point it might be safe to assume that the
Chinese CP leadership had ridden a tiger that
could now devour them. By the year 2000,
capitalist private enterprises were outstripping
so called “inefficient” State industries and it was
surely only a matter of time before the “social-
ist” side of the economy would be swamped.

A lesson from
Eurocommunism

Looking back, it is hard to imagine the
Chinese Communist Party being so naive as
to ride a tiger they did not believe they could
control. From the outset, Deng had always
maintained that the Party’s reforms were a
specifically Chinese road to socialism, and
subsequent leaderships have echoed the same

they have emerged from 2009-10 with a major
rise in profit share: 65.8 percent or US$196 bil-
lion! In effect, the Chinese have used the GFC
to consolidate, modernise and expand the public
sector, and the SOE’s have clawed back their
overall share of Chinese GDP and are generally
driving the economy.

At present the size and scope of State-owned
Chinese corporations are sending shivers down
many a capitalist spine. Several are investing
overseas and taking advantage of the falling
values of Western companies suffering under
the GFC. Last year, Chinalco’s US$23 billion
offer to partner Rio Tinto was blocked by the

The fact of China’s continued ecot
powerful indicator that this expel
very different. Different to the usue
and different to past socialis

Capitalist or Socialist?

Australian government for “commercial rea-
sons”. Many local magnates are now demand-
ing protection from Chinese takeovers “in the
national interest”. And who should “protect”
them from the international marketplace? Why;,
none other than the government, of course.

How are they doing it?
Some Examples

Writing in the Sydney Morning Herald,
John Garnaut outlined the progress of RailCorp
NSW'’s contract for 78 double-decker eight-car-
riage Waratah trains with a firm called Downer
EDI. This company is one of Australia’s “Top
100", but basically it just designed the Waratah
and outsourced the actual manufacture of car-
riages to China Railway Vehicles Co, a huge
State Owned Enterprise, and part of the massive
‘Ministry of Railways’. Why?

In 2007 China had planned to lay 13,000
kilometres of high speed (faster than 350 km/h)
railway by 2020, but the Global Financial Crisis
intervened so the target date was brought for-
ward by eight years, to 2012. The World Bank
described the project as “the biggest single
planned program of passenger rail investment
there has ever been in one country” and China
Railway was a big part of the nation-wide
project. It rapidly gained State Bank funds to
construct a purpose-built 9,000 square metre
factory in Changchun, a city in far northern
China — completed in seven months. The main
purpose of the state-of-the-art facility was to
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build bullet-train carriages at $4.7 million per
unit, but they are doing the Australian contract
for $240,000 each — a total of $150 million.

Downer EDI gained the RailCorp contract
for $3.8 billion — very neat. But who, in the
long run, develops the skills, infrastructure
and state-of-the-art technology for 21st century
transportation? A Chinese SOE, part of a Public
Ministry employing two and a half million
people, that’s who.

Desperate to regain global market-share
General Motors joined the Shanghai Automotive
Industry Corporation (SAIC) some years ago
in a 50-50 partnership to construct and market
jointly-designed low cost cars and mini-vans.
Last year the partnership sold over a million
vehicles in China, but GM’s (domestic) finan-
cial woes obliged it to sell one percent of the
partnership to SAIC to gain some ready cash.
Effectively, now, SAIC has the controlling inter-
est in a sophisticated automotive company with
a very optimistic future.

In the early 2000s, a group of enterprising
private investors decided to reopen some
oil wells in Shaanxi province, and scored
a killing when the global oil price soared.
The State authorities were not happy with
the attitude of the company and the self-
interested way they accumulated their profits,
so the China National Petroleum Corporation
“renationalised” the wells last year “in the
interests of the whole community”. This
action inspired howls of outrage from scores
of Western “democratic” observers. If only

10Mic SUCCESS IS a
Iment Is at least,

| capitalist “cycle”
[ experience.

Rudd had such capacity in dealing with the
Australian mining magnates!

China is not marking time in its grasp of
“imported” technology and know-how. Chinese
education has truly blossomed, and Research and
Development comprise a far larger component
of investment than Australia’s, for example.
The SOE Telco Huawei typically allocates 10
percent of its annual investment to research and

cynicism and slavish adoption of ‘hood habits,
their once honest and unselfish innocence lost
forever.

The rapid trend toward urbanisation has
left many agrarian areas behind and created
the same traffic and pollution/greenhouse
problems suffered by the West — cities seem to
create an alienation and social psychosis that
have universal characteristics. But it has to be
said that the Chinese State appears to be more
responsive than most when it comes to being
aware and addressing these problems.

Despite being persistently charged with
“authoritarian” and “bureaucratic” practices,
the Peoples Republic acts more decisively than
most liberal democratic governments when
issues arise: whether it be natural disasters
(floods or earthquakes), popular protests over
inappropriate developments, corruption among
Party officials, pollution or traffic gridlock, the
Party/State leadership is generally on hand to
respond and take immediate action. In fact,
the Peoples Republic has probably handled
the agonising transition from rural to urban
society more sensitively and effectively than
any other emerging industrial power (eg Britain,
USA or Japan — all of which relied on war and
imperialism to establish their credentials).

As a global player, China has stopped US
imperialism in its tracks, at least in Asia. In
a sense, China’s industrial size (it is now the
second biggest economy in the world) and its
surfeit of US dollars means that its decisions
determine whether, and how, the USA might be
saved from its chronic debt crisis.

The Peoples Republic has sustained its
obligations to socialist states. Its trade with Cuba
has quietly expanded, despite the embargo, to
the value of US$3 billion (making it Cuba’s
second largest trading partner after Venezuela)
through mutually beneficial arrangements:
Cuba’s public transport has benefited with
the injection of 1,000 buses and numerous
locomotives, in exchange for sugar, nickel and
other raw materials. Venezuela’s oil has found
a ready market in China, and their trade worth
stands at US$8 billion. There have been further
investments in other progressive Latin American
states such as Brazil and Bolivia, as well as with
struggling African countries.

The big difference between Chinese and
US investment is that the Chinese generally
provides socially useful development, whereas
the Western contribution tends to be in rotgut
food franchises, rip-out mining ventures, and

and socialist, not hugely dissimilar to those
that existed in many Western countries during
times of crisis (eg Australia during WW?2) or
enlightened social democracy (Scandinavia
during the 50s and 60s), when the State held
power that matched the capitalist ruling class.
The major difference is that China has had
a revolution that swept the ruling class from
power, and maintains the political rule of the
party that achieved this considerable feat:
the Chinese Communist Party, with at least a
considerable part of its membership retaining
a vision of workable socialism, and ultimately,
communism.

In a sense, the capitalist component of
Chinese political economy is only there under
sufferance. Feasibly, the Chinese State could
do, in some future crisis or circumstance,
exactly what it did in Shaanxi province:
renationalise industry. They have always
maintained that they are engaged in a “stage”,
a stage that could well see the world approach
a highly monopolised level of automated
capitalist production. At that stage, when work
feasibly could be more a matter of creative
satisfaction than survival, it may well be
optimal to metaphorically “lop off” the heads of
private ownership and resume their companies
to ensure a commonly shared distribution of
wealth, for the benefit of all.

In any case, it would appear that we have
relied far too much on hostile Western analysts,
people who have already proved their incapacity
to predict such things as the Global Financial
Crisis, and who are bereft of solutions to it,
without taking into account what the Chinese
themselves are saying. Perhaps we need to take
the Chinese perspective far more seriously if
we are to arrive at a more accurate, and indeed,
more optimistic, assessment.

The following is a statement made by Ai
Ping, CPC delegate to the 11" International
Meeting of Communist Parties held in New
Delhi last year. It is well worth remembering:

“...Some parties, due to lack of knowledge
about the national conditions of China, think that
China has given up Marxism and has deviated
from the socialist path, and some even call
China’s system “authoritarian capitalism’. But
these accusations are not true... The CPC has
always upheld Marxism as our fundamental
guiding ideology, insisted in adapting the basic
tenets of Marxism to Chinese conditions and
the features of the times and tried to explore a
new road for building socialism.

“OThe CPC has always upheld Marxism as our
fundamental guiding ideology, insisted in adapting
the basic tenets of Marxism to Chinese conditions
and the features of the times and tried to explore
a new road for building socialism.”

development, with the likelihood that China will
soon surpass Japan and Korea in leadership of
the telecommunications sector. China already
leads the way in alternative energy development
and implementation, and is producing the most
energy efficient voltaic batteries on the planet.
Overall, the Peoples Republic rates second in
the OECD in its commitment to research and
development.

Downside/Upside

There are aspects to this economic roller-
coaster ride that would make a socialist
weep. Class society has returned with all
its consequences, and is plain for all to see:
rising crime, corruption, periodic and regional
unemployment (although there is a desperate
shortage of skilled labour), sweatshop
conditions (mainly among the fully private
industries so fulsomely supported by Western
experts), and a growing stress upon individual
appearances. It is simply tragic to see Chinese
kids aping their American counterparts in their

decadent cultural consumables (eg porn and
video games). In spite of historical conflicts,
Vietnam has benefited by simply being a
neighbour to the booming tiger: its growth too,
has been substantial, though under somewhat
more State supervision than the Chinese.

Conclusion

The fact of China’s continued economic
success is a powerful indicator that this
experiment is at least, very different. Different
to the usual capitalist “cycle” and different to
past socialist experience. The much vaunted
and oft forecast “crash”, recession, or exploding
inflation, has simply not occurred, and continues
to perplex and embarrass that vast array of
Western experts who wait on the sidelines, with
slavering expectation, for the Peoples Republic,
this festering sore in their neo-liberal sights, to
come tumbling down.

So, to the original question, it is clear
that the Peoples Republic of China possesses
a “mixed” political economy, both capitalist

“CPC leaders of successive generations
have pooled the wisdom of the whole party,
drawn upon the experiences and lessons of other
countries and established a system of theories
of socialism with Chinese characteristics. In the
way of exploration, the CPC as the ruling party
must learn from all the excellent achievements
of human civilisation, including means and
management systems which can reflect the laws
governing modern social production such as the
capitalist market economic system.

“However, this doesn’t mean that we are
pursuing capitalism, let alone changing into
it. On the contrary, our purpose is to improve,
consolidate and develop socialism. | am
convinced that the unremitting exploration
of the Chinese communists, their success in
building a stronger China can not only help
enrich and develop Marxism, but also encourage
and inspire communists across the world to
stick to socialism. This, | believe, will be a
great contribution to the international socialist
movement.” &
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Honduran struggle grows,
repression continues

WT Whitney

President Porfirio Lobo inherited
the mantle of a government tak-
ing power through a military
coup. Perhaps his invitation to
a US reception on September 23
for heads of state attending UN
meetings in New York hints at
burgeoning respectability in such
circles.

That’s not the case at home. On
September 17 Juan Barahona, leader
of the National Front for Popular
Resistance (FNRP), announced
that 1,342,876 signatures had been
collected over four months, each
signifying support for a constituent
assembly to shape a government
with democratic possibilities. The
Honduran population is 7.5 million.

One of the pretexts for the June
28, 2009 military coup deposing
President Jose Manuel Zelaya had
been the vote his government sought
that day on approving a future
constituent assembly. Its object
would have been to institutionalise
a government with democratic
possibilities.

Coup plotters are not having
a free ride. Independence Day
commemorations on September
15 morphed into multiple parallel
demonstrations involving unions and
resistance activists. In Tegucigalpa,
Porfiro Lobo and dignitaries held forth
amidst high school bands and military
display, while thousands of marchers
mobilised by the FNRP filled nearby
streets. “For repressors of the people,
no pardon, no forgetting” some cried
out.

In San Pedro Sula, 50,000 FNRP
marchers ran into tear gas assaults,
water hoses, militarised police action,
and armoured vehicles. Dozens were
wounded, 31 detained, and one killed.
Radio broadcasters were dispersed
and Café Guancasco band members

were pummelled and their instruments
destroyed. FNRP militants initiated a
hunger strike at the mayor’s office.

Ten journalists have been killed
so far this year, foreign journalists are
threatened with expulsion, and the
murder on September 10 of Francisco
Miranda Ortega represented the fifth
assassination in less than three months
of peasant union activists in Aguan
province. Rich land grabbers there
are expanding biofuel production.
On September 12, 150 Special Forces
troops, army trucks, and a tank
defended the US embassy against
demonstrators in support of the Cuban
Five political prisoners.

Social security unionists face
serious repression. The murder
on September 17 of nurse Juana
Bustillo followed other killings
recently of leaders whose union is
fighting social security privatisation.
The week before, Bustillo led
a demonstration against state
outsourcing of obligations. Her
union belongs to the CUTH labour
federation, a FNRP ally formed by
leftist unions.

The CTH labour federation,
created by North American unionists
in the 1950s, has backed post-
coup governments. The Christian
Democrat CGT federation moved
from opposition to the coup to
inaction when its leader Felicito
Avila entered the Lobo government
as labour minister.

Striking teachers and National
University employees are under
the gun. University Rector Julieta
Castellanos promoted charges of
sedition and aggravated assault
against 20 university employees.
Three went to jail on September 11.

In the wake of its successful
signature campaign, the FNRP will
communicate results to international
groups, and according to Barahona,
will be “gathering in collectives of

Report on tea worker

deaths

A report commissioned by the
IUF (International Union of Food,
Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant,
Catering, Tobacco and Allied
Workers’ Associations) has
recounted details of extensive
human rights violations at
the Tata-controlled Powai Tea
Estate in Assam, India. In “Cold
Blood: Death By Poison, Death
By Bullets” examines the death
in May this year of 25-year-old
Powai worker Gopal Tanti, who
collapsed at work while spraying
pesticides. Mr Tanti was denied
medical treatment and left to die
in the field.

The investigation reveals that
workers on this estate habitu-
ally spray and handle highly toxic
chemicals without even minimal
protective clothing and other essen-
tial precautionary measures. The
investigation shows that even after
Gopal Tanti’s death, these practices
continue.

When workers on the plantation
spontaneously gathered to protest
Tanti’s death, police opened fire
without warning, Killing two people
(both the sons of Powai Tea Estate
workers) and seriously injuring at
least 15. One of the victims, Ranjit

Paharia, died from blood loss, the
other, Deep Sona, died of a gun
shot to the back.

These events took place on May
28. In July, at the request of trade
unions in Assam, the IUF convened
a team of trade unionists and legal
experts to investigate the deaths
and the events surrounding them.
The investigation had to be abruptly
terminated because of threats by
management at Powai.

The 930 hectare Powai estate
has one of the world’s largest tea-
processing factories and employs
some 1,800 permanent and 1,200
temporary workers. The estate is
owned by Amalgamated Plantations
Private Limited (APPL) a com-
pany controlled by Tata Global
Beverages. The World Bank’s
International Finance Corporation is
one of APPL’s shareholders

Tata and APPL are already under
fire for brutal attacks on tea workers
and their rights in West Bengal.

Tata, through Tata Global
Beverages (formerly Tata Tea),
are owners of the Tetley brand,
one of the world’s highest selling
teas and market leaders in the UK,
Australia, New Zealand and North
America. &

resistance in all regions” Focusing
on a future constituent assembly and
exit of the present regime, the FNRP
does not espouse a political program.
Zelaya, exiled in the Dominican
Republic, was recently sworn in
as Honduras’ deputy to the Central
American Parliament, a post that,
affording him diplomatic immunity,
could facilitate his eventual return.

In communications disseminated
on September 23-24 on the FNRP
web site, Zelaya, the group’s
coordinator general, called for
“creating consciousness of the roots
of our difficulties.” The purpose
of the coup, he suggested, was “to
stop transformative processes and
realisation of my socialist conception
of development.”

“Indications and proofs of US
participation in the coup are multiple
and conclusive,” he affirmed. He
condemned the US government for
destroying “entire societies” though
“violent acts and unjustified wars” that
achieve “the level of state terrorism.”
Zelaya advised putting off electoral
politics for now; they are “a trap to
divide us and legitimise atrocities.”

Zelaya cited Wikileaks revelations
on CIA death squads operating in
Honduras. The CIA aside, a “Planning
Workshop on National Security
Strategy” unfolded recently at the
Presidential House in Tegucigalpa,
organised by the Washington- based
Centre for Hemispheric Defence
Studies and attended by its own
functionaries and Honduran military,
congressional, and governmental
figures, President Lobo included.
People’s World &
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A protestor on Independence Day with a placard accusing the police
and military of being accomplices in drug trafficking and organised

crime.

Coup d’état in Ecuador fails

Vinnie Molina

On September 30 we awoke to yet
another coup attempt against one
of the countries in the Bolivarian
Alternative for the Americas
(ALBA), this time in Ecuador.
President Rafael Correa was
attacked then held hostage by
rebellious police that took over
a number of facilities in three
different provinces including the
capital of Quito.

The Communist Youth of Ecuador
was instrumental in organising the
people that took to the streets in
defence of democracy and rescued
the president.

The western media dismissed the
failed coup d’état reporting instead
that it was a protest against a new law
approved by the National Assembly
on September 29 which the President
refused to veto. They argued that the
laws reduced labour rights but in
fact as Correa said it increased the
benefits for lower ranked policemen
while removing some of the perks
from the bigger fish.

The reality is that this incident
was used as an excuse by local
right wing sectors backed up by US
imperialism. The US does not forgive
President Correa and his citizen’s
revolution that got rid of the Manta
US military base forcing the US to

look elsewhere for the establishment
of bases that resulted in seven new US
military bases in Colombia.

It has become clear that the
CIA had infiltrated the armed
forces and sections of the police
as reported in 2008 by Ecuador’s
defense minister Javier Ponce who
said that police units “maintain an
informal economic dependence on
the United States, for the payment of
informants, training, equipment and
operations”. Also that US diplomats
played a role. It was also evident
during the Colombian attack on
Ecuador in 2008 in which US forces
were directly involved operating out
of the Manta base. &

Adelaide

PHOTOGRAPHIC ART EXHIBITION — THE DIGNITY OF LABOUR
Photographs by Wolfgang Sievers (1913 - 2007)

Open until October 11 Weekdays: 9am - 5pm Weekends: 2 - 5pm

Kerry Packer Civic Gallery Level 3, Hawke Building Uni of SA 50-55 North Tce Adelaide

Sievers was a passionate campaigner for human rights.
Phone: 08 8267 3915 Email: info@peacetrust.org artspeacetrust.org/exhibition

Western Australia

Invitation to

John Pat Memorial Day

11am -12:30 pm Friday October 8
Fremantle Prison, The Terrace, Fremantle

It is 27 years since the death of John Pat. Join with us to hear guest speakers to remember all those
that have died in custody and to renew our commitment to bring about fundamental changes.

www.deathsincustody.org.au
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ewish Boat to Gaza
sets sall from Cyprus

A boat carrying aid for Gaza’s
population and organised by
Jewish groups worldwide set sail
from Cyprus on September 26.
The boat, Irene, is sailing under a
British flag and is carrying ten pas-
sengers and crew, including Jews
from the US, the UK, Germany
and Israel as well as an Israeli
journalist.

The boat’s cargo includes
symbolic aid in the form of children’s
toys and musical instruments,
textbooks, fishing nets for Gaza’s
fishing communities and prosthetic
limbs for orthopaedic medical care
in Gaza’s hospitals.

The receiving organisation in
Gaza is the Gaza Community Mental
Health Program, directed by Gaza
psychiatrist Dr Eyad Sarraj.

The boat will attempt to reach
the coast of Gaza and unload its aid
cargo in a non-violent, symbolic act
of solidarity and protest — and call for
the siege to be lifted to enable free
passage of goods and people to and
from the Gaza Strip.

The boat will fly multicoloured
peace flags carrying the names of

dozens of Jews who have expressed
their support for this action, as a
symbol of the widespread support for
the boat by Jews worldwide.

Speaking from London, a
member of the organising group,
Richard Kuper of Jews for Justice for
Palestinians, said that the Jewish Boat
to Gaza is a symbolic act of protest
against the Israeli occupation of the
Palestinian territories and the siege
of Gaza, and a message of solidarity
to Palestinians and Israelis who seek
peace and justice.

“Israeli government policies
are not supported by all Jews,” said
Kuper. “We call on all governments
and people around the world to speak
and act against the occupation and
the siege.”

Regarding the threat of
interception by the Israeli navy, Kuper
said, “This is a non-violent action. We
aim to reach Gaza, but our activists
will not engage in any physical
confrontation and will therefore not
present the Israelis with any reason
or excuse to use physical force or
assault them.”

Passenger Reuven Moskovitz,

82, said that his life’s mission has
been to turn foes into friends. “We
are two peoples, but we have one
future”, he said.

The Israeli peace bloc Gush
Shalom issued a statement supporting
the Jewish Peace Boat. “We applaud
the courage of the Jewish peace
activists, working to end the Gaza
Siege and get for its inhabitants the
natural right to come and go, like
everywhere else in the world.”

Gush Shalom said it was “a
reminder of the isolation which we
in Israel bring upon ourselves. A
country bound upon conquest and
occupation, whose government
is hostage to extremist settlers, is
increasingly losing also the support
of world Jewry.”

“Asane Israeli government would
allow the boat to get to its destination
without hinderance. Nobody could
possibly argue that the arrival of ten
peace activists in Gaza could in any
way endanger Israel’s security.”
Postscript: The boat was
intercepted and taken over by
Israeli forces and denied access
to Gaza. @

Quality public services key to
sustainable economic solutions

Landmark international confer-
ence brings together private and
public sector workers, government
and civil society leaders.

Quiality Public Services —
from Action Now! Conference
October 12-14 in

Geneva, Switzerland

The financial sector and its boost-
ers are deflecting blame for global
financial and economic crises and
making public sector workers the
primary scapegoats, in countries
worldwide. However, trade unions,
and political and civil society lead-
ers are uniting to counter the finan-
cial lobby and rapidly advance
sustainable economic solutions that
build peaceful, equitable societies.
Answers to the global economic
crisis can include things as simple
as providing quality, public early
childhood education. Evidence
backing this and other innovative
responses to current social
challenges will be presented at the
landmark Quality Public Services

— Action Now! conference, 12-14
October in Geneva, Switzerland.

The 400 international
conference participants will
contribute to a charter and
action plan for a new Council of
Global Unions’ campaign that
promotes investment in quality
public services as the best way
to protect and create jobs for
economic recovery, address
poverty and inequity, and build
environmentally-sustainable, secure
and democratic societies.

Kumi Naidoo, leader of
Greenpeace International and
co-chair of the Global Call to
Action Against Poverty, will
provide the keynote address.
Sharan Burrow, general secretary
of the International Trade Union
Confederation, Phaedra Ellis-
Lamkins, chief executive officer of
Green For All (USA), and Richard
Samans, managing director of the
World Economic Forum, are also
among the dozens of prestigious
guest speakers.

Stephanie Smith, Child Care

South Australia

The Communist movement

in Australia is turning 90
and gyou e inuiled To jotu The celebrations!

5.30pm Saturday October 30, 2010
Semaphore Workers Club, 93 Esplanade Semaphore

Guest speakers, musical items, screening of a short doco of
local veteran activists recalling some highlights of the CPA's

Preceded by an exhibition of memorabillia
from the Communist movement’s history in

Australia from 3.30pm

Admission to all events free - donations welcome

Organised by the CPA 90th Anniversary Committee

further info - Bob on 0418 894 366

Sector Council of Canada executive
member, will explain how the
province of Quebec’s investment
in providing universal access

to quality public child care has
reduced poverty rates by almost
half, increased the number of
women in the workforce to the
highest level in the country, and
been recouped immediately in
large part through increased taxes
collected from working parents.

The current model of
globalisation is clearly based on an
unsustainable system that socialises
losses and privatises gains. WWomen
and young people are especially
hard-hit as stable public jobs,
education, health and pension
supports are sacrificed in order to
prop up bank interests.

Speakers will also address
the need for stronger financial
regulations, and progressive
taxation policies — including an
international financial transaction
tax — that are tied to accountable
public funding decision-making
processes.

Suma Shivarama of the
Karnataka State Government
Employees’ Association (India)
will detail how gender equity laws
mandating women representatives
on village councils in some Indian
states has resulted in increased
public spending on health care,
education, and clean water delivery.

Anne Le Strat, deputy mayor of
Paris (France), will discuss how her
city decided to reclaim privatised
water services and bring them back
into public hands this year, to save
up to 30 percent in costs.

The Quality Public Services
— Action Now! conference is
sponsored by the Council of Global
Unions, representing more than 176
million working people worldwide.
For the full program and
list of speakers, please see
www.QPSconference.org &

Reuven Moskovitz, who survived the Nazi Holocaust, said he felt duty-
bound to attempt the voyage. “It is a sacred duty for me, as a survivor,
to protest against the persecution, the oppression and the imprisonment
of so many people in Gaza, including more than 800,000 children,”
Moskovitz said.

CIA ran secret army

Julius Cavendish

The US Central Intelligence
Agency is running and paying
for a secret 3,000-strong army
of Afghan paramilitaries whose
main aim is assassinating Taliban
and al-Qa’ida operatives not just
in Afghanistan but across the
border in neighbouring Pakistan’s
tribal areas, according to Bob
Woodward’s explosive book.
Although the CIA has long been
known to run clandestine militias
in Afghanistan, including one from
a base it rents from the Afghan
president Hamid Karzai’s half-brother
in the southern province of Kandahar,
the sheer number of militiamen
directly under its control has never
been publicly revealed.
Woodward’s book, Obama’s
Wars, describes these forces as
elite, well-trained units that conduct
highly sensitive covert operations
into Pakistan as part of a stepped-
up campaign against al-Qa’ida and
Afghan Taliban havens there. Two US
newspapers published the claims after
receiving copies of the manuscript.
The secret army is split into
“Counterterrorism Pursuit Teams”,
and is thought to be responsible for
the deaths of many Pakistani Taliban
fighters who have crossed the border
into Afghanistan to fight NATO and
Afghan government forces there.
There are ever-increasing
numbers of “kill-or-capture” missions
undertaken by US Special Forces
against Afghan Taliban and by
foreign fighters, who hope to drive
rank-and-file Taliban towards the
Afghan government’s peace process

by eliminating their leaders. The
suspicion is that the secret army is
working in close tandem with them.

Although no comment has been
forthcoming, it is understood that the
top US and NATO commander in
Afghanistan, General David Petraeus,
approves of the mission, which bears
similarities to the covert assassination
campaign against al-Qa’ida in Iraq,
which was partially credited with
stemming the tide of violence after
the country imploded between 2004
and 2007.

The details of the clandestine
army have surprised no one in Kabul,
the Afghan capital, although the fact
that the information is now public
is unprecedented. There have been
multiple reports of the CIA running its
own militias in southern Afghanistan.

The operation also has powerful
echoes of clandestine operations of
the 1990s, when the CIA recruited
and ran a militia inside the Afghan
border with the sole purpose of killing
Osama bin Laden.

The Independent
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Deaths in custody: a
rising statistic

Deaths in Custody in Australia
continue and are also not limited
to prison and police custodial
jurisdictions. From 1980 to 2007,
there were 2,043 Australian deaths
in custody, 72 deaths in custody
per year from 1980 to 2000, 75
deaths per year from 2000 to 2007.
Eighteen percent are Aboriginal.
We have one of the world’s worst
death in custody records.
However four asylum seekers
have died in the last week in Australia.
Since 2000 at least 27 asylum seek-
ers have died while in immigration
detention. In the preceding decade
there was only one documented death
in this type of custody in Australia.

These rising human statistics are
not being included in the Australian
Institute of Criminology’s National
Deaths in Custody Data Program. Let
us not forget those souls who have
drowned at sea. Let us not forget the
SIEV X which was turned back by
John Howard while it was Australia
bound in international waters. Three
hundred and fifty three people
drowned at sea in the SIEV X disaster
- 146 children, 142 women, 65 men.

The level of deaths in custody
in Australia was considered avoid-
able by the 1991 Royal Commission
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.
Forty-six of the 339 recommendations
were directed to improving custodial
occupational and safety practices and
most of the rest indirectly and directly
to eliminating racism, discrimination
and other inhumanity.

Gerry Georgatos
Human Rights Alliance

ITF concerned over
dockside safety
skimping

The ITF (International Transport
Federation) has signalled its con-
cern over apparent attempts by an

Australian employer to remove a
government mandated safety role

from dockside operations.

The Federation has been alerted
by the Maritime Union of Australia
(MUA) to instances where a company
sought to undermine the role of the
“hatchman” — someone who can act
when needed to alert crane operators
to dangers in any area where their
vision may be obscured.

Despite the provision of someone
to carry out this duty when necessary
being mandated under Australian
government Marine Orders, the MUA
has reported cases in June this year
where dockers had to threaten action
and call in the Australian Maritime
Safety Authority in order to block
attempts to order workers to carry
on without one.

So far dockers have successfully
resisted attempts to force or con them
into working without a lookout. Well
and good, but the attempt should
never have been made, and could be a
harbinger of a longer running strategy
to get this job scrapped — which would
be pure folly.

When needed, the hatchman
acts as the eyes of the crane driver
in those parts of a hatch which
their vision would not otherwise
cover. | am seriously concerned
at recent developments on the
Fremantle waterfront and across the
Australian waterfront generally as

Sydney

Concert for Miners of Chile
& Better Mine Safety Campaign

6:30 pm Friday October 29
CFMEU, Level 2, 10 Railway Street, Lidcombe

The Construction Forestry Mining Energy Union has initiated an Appeal with the
Chilean community in Sydney to assist the miners in Copiapo, Chile. The Appeal will
also assist the campaign for better mine safety. Also it will help the campaign to force
the mine owners to pay the entitlements of the 200 plus miners above ground who
have been sacked due to the appalling safety at this mine site.

Already $50,000.00 has been raised and is being sent to the Sindicato No 2 Minera
San Esteban “Mina San Jose” and the CUT in Copiapo. $1,500.00 of this was
contributed from officials of the CFMEU in Sydney.

For more information, contact Olive Jinga
02 9749 0414 or ojinga@nsw.cfmeu.asn.au

some employers seek the removal of
lookouts from stevedoring operations.
Similar attacks on the hatchman
position have been reported in
Townsville, Darwin, Brisbane and
Port Kembla.

The ITF supports the MUA’s
international claim for maintenance

of hatchmen or similar designated

employees in stevedoring operations,

and will take up the issue with

stevedoring operators, international
shipping companies and beyond.

Frank Leys

ITF Dockers’ Section Secretary

Cult

Life span
of plastic
shopping bags

Dear EarthTalk: I’ve heard conflict-
ing reports regarding how long it
really takes for a plastic grocery
bag to decompose. Can you set the
record straight? — Martha Blount,
San Diego.

Researchers fear that such
ubiquitous bags may never fully
decompose; instead they gradu-
ally just turn into smaller and
smaller pieces of plastic. The most
common type of plastic shopping
bag is made of polyethylene, a
petroleum-derived polymer that
microorganisms don’t recognise as
food and as such cannot technically
“biodegrade.”

The US Environmental Protection
Agency defines biodegradation as “a
process by which microbial organisms
transform or alter (through metabolic
or enzymatic action) the structure of
chemicals introduced into the envi-
ronment.” In “respirometry” tests,
whereby experimenters put solid
waste in a container with microbe-
rich compost and then add air to
promote biodegradation, newspapers
and banana peels decompose in days
or weeks, while plastic shopping bags
are not affected.

Even though polyethylene can’t
biodegrade, it does break down when
subject to ultraviolet radiation from
the sun, a process known as photo-
degradation. When exposed to sun-
shine, polyethylene’s polymer chains
become brittle and crack, eventually
turning what was a plastic bag into
microscopic synthetic granules.

Scientists aren’t sure whether
these granules ever decompose fully,
and fear that their build-up in marine
and terrestrial environments — and in
the stomachs of wildlife — portend a
bleak future compromised by plastic

particles infiltrating every step in
the food chain. A plastic bag might
be gone in anywhere from 10 to 100
years (estimates vary) if exposed to
the sun, but its environmental legacy
may last forever.

The best solution to plastic bag
waste is to stop using disposable
plastic bags altogether. You could
invest a few bucks in reusable canvas
totes — most supermarket chains now
offer them — or bring your own reus-
able bags or backpacks with you to the
store. If you have to choose between
paper and plastic, opt for paper.

Paper bags can biodegrade in
a matter of weeks, and can also go
into compost or yard waste piles or
the recycling bin. Of course, plastic
bags can be recycled also, but as
just explained the process is inef-
ficient. According to the non-profit
Worldwatch Institute, Americans
only recycle 0.6 percent of the 100
billion plastic bags they take home
from stores every year; the rest end
up in landfills or as litter.

Another option which some stores
are embracing — especially in places
like San Francisco where traditional
plastic shopping bags are now banned
in chain supermarkets and pharma-
cies — are so-called compostable
plastic bags, which are derived from
agricultural waste and formed into
a fully biodegradable faux-plastic
with a consistency similar to the
polyethylene bags we are so used to.
BioBag is the leader in this field, but
other companies are making inroads
into this promising new green-friendly
market.

San Francisco’s pioneering effort
to get rid of polyethylene bags is
a positive step, but environmental-
ists are pushing for such bans more
widely. A California effort to ban
plastic bags failed again recently,
but will likely eventually succeed.
Washington, Florida, New Jersey
and North Carolina are watching
closely and considering similar laws
depending on what happens in the
Golden State.

Worldwatch reports that taxes
on plastic bags in South Africa
and lreland have been effective at
reducing their use by upwards of
90 percent; Australia, Canada, New
Zealand, the Philippines, Taiwan and
the UK are also planning to ban or tax
plastic bags to help stem the tide of
plastic waste.

Political Affairs

Why is
biodiversity
IN Crisis?

The escalating extinction crisis
shows that the diversity of nature
cannot support the current pres-
sure that humanity is placing on
the planet.

Every day biodiversity is being
lost at up to 1,000 times the natural
rate. The extinction of individual
species, but also habitat destruction,
land conversion for agriculture and
development, climate change, pol-
lution and the spread of invasive
species are only some of the threats
responsible for today's crisis.

Facts
* Coral reefs provide food, storm
protection, jobs, recreation

and other income sources for

more than 500 million people

worldwide yet 70% of coral reefs
are threatened or destroyed.
e 17,291 species out of 47,677
assessed so far are threatened
with extinction.
Of the world’s 5,490 mammals,
79 are Extinct or Extinct in
the Wild, with 188 Critically
Endangered, 449 Endangered and
505 Vulnerable.
1,895 of the planet’s 6,285
amphibians are in danger of
extinction, making them the
most threatened group of species
known to date.

With the current biodiversity loss,
we are witnessing the greatest extinc-
tion crisis since dinosaurs disappeared
from our planet 65 million years ago.
Not only are these extinctions irre-
versible, but they also pose a serious
threat to our health and wellbeing.

What are the main

threats to biodiversity?

Threats to biodiversity are numer-
ous and human activity is responsible
for most of them.

Habitat loss and degradation
affects 86% of all threatened birds,
86% of the threatened mammals
assessed and 88% of the threatened
amphibians.

Introductions of Invasive Alien
Species that establish and spread
outside their normal distribution.
Some of the most threatening invasive
species include cats and rats, green
crabs, zebra mussels, the African
tulip tree and the brown tree snake.

Introductions of alien species can hap-
pen deliberately or unintentionally, for
example, by organisms “hitch-hiking”
in containers, ships, cars or soil.

Over-exploitation of

natural resources
Resource extraction, hunting, and
fishing for food, pets, and medicine.

Pollution and diseases
For example, excessive fertilizer
use leads to excessive levels of nutri-
ents in soil and water.
Human-induced climate change.
For example, climate change is alter-
ing migratory species patterns, and
increasing coral bleaching.

What about

climate change?

Biodiversity and climate change
are very closely related issues.

Biodiversity is strongly affected
by climate change so we need to make
additional efforts to minimise the
negative influence of other factors,
such as over-exploitation, habitat loss
and fragmentation, pollution, and the
spread of invasive alien species. This
way we can ensure that ecosystems
are less vulnerable and more resilient
to the increasing threat posed by
climate change.

But climate change can also
largely benefit from conserved bio-
diversity and particularly healthy
ecosystems when these are placed at
the very centre of the efforts to tackle
climate change.

Through absorbing and storing
carbon in a range of terrestrial and

marine ecosystems, such as for-
ests, peatlands and other wetlands,
biodiversity contributes to climate
change mitigation — by storing carbon
dioxide.

Biodiversity also helps people to
adapt to climate change through pro-
viding the ecosystem services which
reduce their vulnerability and enhance
their adaptive capacity to change.
This includes the coastal protection
provided by coastal mangrove forests
from flooding and coastal erosion
caused by sea-level rise and more
powerful storms.

Facts

» The abundance of species has

declined by 40% between 1970

and 2000. Species present in

rivers, lakes and marshlands have

declined by 50%.

In the North Atlantic, fish have

declined by 66% in the last 50

years.

Since 2000, 6 million hectares

of primary forest have been lost

each year.

In the Caribbean region, hard

coral cover has declined from

50% to 10% in the last three

decades.

 35% of mangroves have been lost
in just 20 years.

From time immemorial, nature
has fed us, cured us, and protected us.
But today the roles have switched. We
need to feed nature, we need to cure
it and protect it if we want to secure
a healthy and prosperous future for
our children.

Species Survival Commission &
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s Stephen Fry notes in

this week’s episode of the
ominously-named Last Chance To
See (ABC1 Sunday October 10 at
7.30pm) “One thinks of the great
extinctions as happening millions of
years ago, but one is going on right
now.” And it is one of the biggest,
and it is man-made.

In 1985 the BBC produced a
radio series and a book about the
travels around the world of naturalist
Mark Carwardine and author Douglas
Adams in search of endangered
species.

Adams is dead, but his friend
Stephen Fry joins Carwardine in this
follow-up tour to see how the animals
have fared since then. Not very well,
it would seem.

They go first in search of the
Amazonian Manatee, a river cow with
breasts and a mermaid tail, but fail to
actually find any in the wild and have
to be content with seeing some in a
zoo. Then Carwardine gets to help in
releasing an orphan Manatee back into
the wild river (while Stephen Fry trips
and breaks his arm badly and has to
be flown to the USA for treatment).

The program is leisurely and
pleasant, but the undercurrent is very
serious, so let’s hope Fry’s name
encourages people to watch.

he difficulties experienced

by African-American per-
formers in the USA over the years,
whether on stage, in the movies
or in nightclubs or indeed in any
medium, have been well docu-
mented. Those of Asian-Americans
not nearly so much, and yet the
prejudice and limited opportunities
are almost the same as for their
black counterparts.

This is basically the theme of
Christine Choy’s new documentary
film Long Story Short (ABC2
Sunday October 10 at 7.30 pm).
Written by Broadway actress Jodi
Long, it is the story of her parents,
Larry and Trudie Long, a popular
US nightclub act in the *40s and
"50s.

American-born, of Chinese and
Japanese parents respectively, they
were introduced on the Ed Sullivan
Show as being “from China”. The
program traces their career, their
break up, and then their daughter’s
career, where she ends up starring in
the revised version of Flower Drum
Song, the show on Broadway that her
father got fired from.

It’s an unusual and somewhat
sobering take on the “glamour”
of the Great White Way, in what
was supposedly its hey day. Happy
endings were not that common in
“show biz”, at least not for people
of colour.

ne of the expert commen-

tators interviewed in The
Great Escape: China’s Long March
(ABC2 Thursday October 14 at
9.30pm) describes the Chinese Red
Army’s Long March of 1935 as “the
greatest military feat of all time”.
There was a time when everyone
knew that, regardless of their political
affiliations.

Over time, however, it has been
forgotten. This film reminds us just
what an extraordinary feat it was.
Given China’s role in the world today,

Stephen Fry in search of the Amazonian Manatee, a river cow with breasts and a mermaid tail —
Last Chance To See (ABC1 Sunday October 10 at 7.30pm).

the Long March can be truthfully
described as a turning point in world
history.

In the Spring of 1934, the main
Chinese Red Army was largely
surrounded by Chiang Kai-Shek’s
“Nationalist” army, the conscripted,
well-equipped army of China’s
landlords and ruling class. Chiang’s
army had US-supplied weapons
including planes, tanks and artillery.

The Northern Chinese province of
Manchuria had been overrun by the
armed forces of Japan, who had their
eyes on wresting the remainder of the
country from not just the Chinese but
also from the European powers, who
had bases up and down the coast.

Chiang, however, like his
capitalist counterparts in Europe
and the USA, knew that his main
class enemy was the Red Army. The
Japanese imperialists believed that
the Chinese Reds would collapse as
soon as Germany defeated the USSR,

The global financial crisis and

when the whole of Siberia would
come under the control of Hitler’s
ally, Japan.

In the meantime, however, Chiang
intended to destroy the Chinese Reds,
and tried to avoid all out war with
Japan.

In an extraordinary exploit,
almost 90,000 men and women of
the Red Army marched and fought
their way out of encirclement by one
million of Chiang’s troops in southern
China and on to safety in Shensi in
the far north of the country, crossing
rivers, swamps and high mountains
along the way, under constant attack
from Chiang’s army.

Along the way, they carried out
propaganda work among the peasants,
recruited new fighters into their army
to replace the thousands that died
along the way, and sowed the seeds
of their eventual victory.

This American-made film by
Emmy award-winning producer
John Corry, uses US and Chinese
academics to tell the tale augmented
by the reminiscences of men and
women who took part — a now
elderly former youth organiser, an
army nurse, a soldier, a couple of

propagandists, even a couple of
intelligence officers with Chiang’s
forces.

The film is notable for two
features in particular; how slight
is both the propaganda and the
distortion of historical fact. There is
an overemphasis on Mao — it is as
though no other Communist had any
role at all.

Even the Reds’ military chief
Chu Teh is seen only once and
referred to not at all, although his
contribution was massive and crucial.
And the leading role of the Reds in
the kidnapping of Chiang and the
consequent making of a united front
against the Japanese is omitted, the
whole thing being credited to Chiang’s
own officers alone.

The film uses a small amount of
actual newsreel footage and generous
extracts from presumably Chinese
feature films recreating the key
battles, utilising excellent computer
animation for the attacks by Chiang’s
biplanes.

Overall, this is a very sympathetic
account of this momentous historical
event. &

Sydney

subsequent economic crisis saw

more people than ever questioning
the capitalist system, the power of
monopoly capital, and their influence
over government. Social democrat
governments in Australia and around
the world have failed to protect the
interests of the ordinary working
people and the planet. Why? Should
we be surprised? Whose interests

do they really serve? What is social
democracy? How does it differ

from socialism? What is meant by
democratic change? What is the
alternative to capitalism? For answers
to these and many other questions
about social change, these four
paperbacks give readers a great start.
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Ten myths about the Tillegra Dam
The No Tillegra Dam Group

According to Dr Simon Fane
Research Director from the
Institute for Sustainable Futures
(ISF) at the University of
Technology, Sydney there are ten
myths about the proposed Tillegra
Dam in the NSW Lower Hunter
that are easily debunked. The ISF
are recognised experts in water
supply/demand planning and
demand management, having
advised many government and
regional authorities on cost and
water saving measures. The
following is an edited version of

a presentation that Dr Fane gave
at the Wise Ways to Water Forum
held at Wangat Lodge in April this
year.

Background

On November 13, 2006, the then NSW
Premier, Morris lemma, announced the con-
struction of a major new 450 billion litre
dam at Tillegra on the Upper Williams River,
approximately 230 kilometres north of Sydney.

The announcement was made without the
prior knowledge of the local community and
Dungog Council. Hunter Water Corporation’s
(HWC) estimated cost of the project is $300
million for the dam plus associated pumping
and hydro-power works costing a further $40
million to provide water to the Lower Hunter
and the Central Coast. HWC immediately com-
menced purchase of land by direct negotiation.

The project, which has been scrapped sev-
eral times over the last 50 years by both past
Labor and Liberal governments, will wipe out
about 90 family farms and, from a technical
perspective, is likely to cost a much higher
amount than the $340 million due to geological
instabilities in the surrounding rim zone.

Myth 1:
Water savings from
efficiency measures are
insignificant

Using Sydney Water Corporation (SWC)
as an example (as the data is available and the
planning has already been done) — water savings
from efficiency measures are significant — an
additional 45 percent over current supply from
dams can be realistically achieved through:
e Water savings of 145 billion litres per
year (leakage reduction, BASIX (Building
Sustainability Index) for new homes,
residential and non-residential indoor and
outdoor reductions — efficient appliances
etc)
Recycling of 70 billion litres per year
Additional supply of 77 billion litres
per year (deep water, groundwater &
desalination readiness)

Myth 2:
Big dams provide cheap
water

Using South East Queensland as an example,
the cost of water from the proposed Traveston
Crossing scheme (Mary River Dam) is close to
$2.90 per kilolitres whilst including all water
efficiency plans and measures the cost of water
saved or supplied is under $1.80 per kilolitres!

The proposed site of the dam.

Myth 3:
Hunter Water does well on
water efficiency

Hunter Water has not done large scale
demand management (DM) beyond some leak-
age prevention. Hunter Water have achieved:
« Limited household retrofit program
(compared to SWC)

« Limited rebates for tanks (compared to
SWC)

» No commercial and industrial efficiency
program (unlike SWC)

Myth 4:
Tillegra required new
development

In 2003 Hunter Water’s Integrated Water
Resource Plan stated: “Building a new dam at
Tillegra would be far less cost effective than
many demand management and water conserva-
tion initiatives” and that “a new water source
would not be required within the next 30 years”.
The IWRP provided a number of cheaper smaller
supply options. Only full time desalination was
more costly than Tillegra.

Higher population growth predictions have
now been put forward, however:

* These are predictions only, and far exceed
Department of Planning and Hunter Valley
Research Foundation figures

* New development must meet BASIX 40
percent reduction target

* There could be a 70%-80% reduction with
rain tanks for hot water and recycled water
for toilets and outdoors

« It still makes sense to do the cheaper
options before Tillegra or any other
expensive option

Myth 5:
Tillegra needed for Central
Coast

Gosford-Wyong Joint Water Authority have

money now from the Commonwealth for the
Wyong River—Mangrove Creek Dam “Missing

Link” and Gosford-Wyong have not agreed that
there is a need for Tillegra for their supply. There
has been no joint regional (Hunter and Central
Coast) demand-supply planning showing the
best options for the combined region.

Myth 6:
Tillegra required for drought
security

Alternative forms of drought security —
“Readiness options” — are available in the
Lower Hunter:

* Large scale demand management programs

— residential, commercial and industrial

North Stockton sand beds

Potable reuse — into Grahamstown Dam; or

Desalination — into Grahamstown Dam

Plan and get ready to build but do not

build.

* Big cost savings in not building until
absolute must

» May never need to build.

In a major dry time better than 30 percent
reduction in water needed with restrictions.

Myth 7:
Tillegra needed due to
Climate Change

Estimates of climate change impacts are cur-
rently uncertain, and in fact there is a possibility
of better rainfall in Lower Hunter in the future.

Myth 8:
Tillegra good in terms of
greenhouse gas

Proposed tree plantings may be of little or
no benefit. Old growth forests are greater at
soaking up carbon.

Significant climate impact will occur due
to inundation of land — soil carbon converts to
methane — 20 times the impact of CO2.

Any pumping to the Central Coast has
energy implications.

Any increase in potable supply increases

pumping energy.

Huge lost potential for major greenhouse
savings from demand management — saving
hot water gives large energy and greenhouse
savings!

Myth 9:
The State government will
pay for Tillegra Dam

Outcry in Sydney over cost of Desal plant
— $92 per year for households using 200 kilo-
litres per annum, total cost of $1.9 billion for a
population of 4.3 million.

Tillegra at least $300 million (probably two
or three times this amount in reality) with a 0.6
million population in Lower Hunter.

In Sydney the base rate is increasing more
than the per kilolitre rate — households cannot
avoid increased costs by using less — i.e. they
are paying more for less.

Myth 10:
There is nothing that can be
done

Tillegra was a political announcement with
no strong justification or analysis of alternatives.

Subsequent justification document (“Why
Tillegra Now”) are flimsy and with no adequate
analysis of alternatives.

Tillegra Dam is highly unlikely to be
cheapest option for a secure water supply in
the region:
 Not for long term supply or
 Drought contingency or
* In combination
« In other regions analysis show significantly

cheaper long term and drought readiness
options than large dams

This dam is very large for the region —
twice the volume of Hunter Water’s existing
Grahamstown and Chichester Dams combined!

Tillegra will have significant environmental
and social impacts.

The customers of Hunter Water are yet to
find out how proposed dam will impact their
household budgets. &
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