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Tragic asyl

nhistory repeats it

Peter Mac

The suicide of a Fijian detainee
in Sydney’s Villawood detention
centre has demonstrated that the
Labor government’s adoption of
the same asylum seeker policies
as those of the former Howard
government will result in the same
tragic outcomes.

On Monday September 20 last
week Josefa Rauluni, a 36-year-old
Fijian man facing deportation, jumped
to his death in the Villawood Centre.
Tamil, Iranian and Chinese detainees
(including a pregnant woman) then
launched a series of demonstrations
in protest at their long detention and
climbed onto the roofs of the Centre,
bearing makeshift banners that called
for help and freedom.

One had to be forcibly restrained
by fellow inmates from following
Raulini’s example. In actions
strikingly reminiscent of detainee
protests during the Howard era,
other detainees deliberately injured
themselves. One was later taken to
hospital in a coma. Sixteen Iranian
and Kurdish detainees embarked on
“dry” hunger strikes, refusing both
food and water, and two were taken
to hospital.

Josef Rauluni had come to
Auwstralia to work picking fruit in the
NSW town of Griffith two years ago.
Despite loneliness, he worked hard
and sent money back to his family in
Fiji, according to his cousin Searna
Naikelekele. She herself had spent
three years in Villawood, awaiting
the outcome of an appeal against a
deportation order that would have
separated her from her Australian-
born children.

There is great demand for fruit-
picking workers, and Raulini found
himself as a welcome resident. He
apparently believed, not unreasonably,

that after his visa expired the
government would gladly accept him
as a permanent immigrant.

Instead, he found himself locked
up, unable to support his family and
facing a return to unemployment,
poverty and possible threats from
the dictatorial Fijian government.
Numerous appeals to immigration
authorities fell on deaf ears.

The government’s
response

The Villawood protestors were
eventually persuaded to come down,
and the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) agreed to help
process their applications quickly.
However, the government has been
keen to deny responsibility for the
tragic outcomes of its policies.
Although it emphasises that its
policies are more humane than those
of the former Howard government,
they are in essence the same.
They still treat people who arrive
unannounced on rickety boats as
criminals, who have to be kept in
isolation in order to “protect” the
Awstralian community. The key policy
elements of mandatory detention
and off-shore processing have been
retained.

Rather than adopting a more
truly humane approach by way of
detention in or near mainland cities
for minimum periods, the government
is intent on expanding the appallingly
isolated Curtin Centre, 50 kilometres
from Derby in the Northern Territory,
and is still trying to persuade the very
reluctant East Timor government to
accept the presence of an off-shore
detention centre.

The government appears to be
unmoved by the tragic events at
Villawood. Even before the protests,
access to detainees was being
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curtailed, with refugee advocates only
allowed to visit in groups of four.
After Raulini’s death Villawood was
temporarily shut down to all visitors,
including lawyers for detainees.
The government has reduced the
opportunities for immigration lawyers
to interview detainee clients, and has
banned them from taking in mobile
phones and laptops.

Immigration Minister Chris
Bowen offered Raulini’s family
a perfunctory expression of
sympathy, but followed it with the
grossly insensitive comment that
“His removal was part of normal
compliance requirements”. Later,
echoing the Liberal’s policy line,
Bowen declared: “Anybody who
thinks that a protest will change
the way the Australian government
deals with their application to stay
in Australia is wrong ... We do not
respond to these sorts of protests,”

Refugee advocate Frances Milne
commented: “The demonisation of

Aasylum seekers have committed
no crime apart from simply turning up
on Australia’s doorstep.
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asylum seekers is taking us back to
the culture that was so horrendous at
the time of (illegally detained inmates)
Cornelia Rau and Vivian Solon”.

Louise Newman, professor of
psychiatry at Monash University
declared: “We are seeing the tragic
repetition of the same risk factors
that we know are predictive of the
sort of problems we saw in Woomera
and Baxter.”

Some valuable advice

Prison psychologist Jeanette
Gibson has observed that in some
ways the detainees’ situation is even
more traumatic than for convicted
criminals, because of the lack of
facilities. Moreover, detainees face
enormous barriers of language and
culture, and have no definite release
date. Visits to isolated centres are
infrequent, and authorities often limit
or temporarily ban visits.

There are currently 753 Afghan
asylum seekers in the Curtin Centre,
and extra accommodation will
be constructed to accommodate
another 500. Ms Gibson fears that
the continued use of Curtin will
have a terrible effect on detainees.
Describing the landscape as totally
alien, the experience of detention as
traumatic, and the isolation as intense,
she recalled a remark from a Red
Cross worker whom she met there
that: “We had more access to refugee
camps in Iraq”.

Mexico’s
bittersweet
bicentennial

She commented that asylum
seekers have committed no crime
apart from simply turning up on
Australia’s doorstep, and that in
contrast the thousands of Vietnamese
who arrived after the end of the
Vietnam War in 1975 had their
applications treated and were released
into the community very quickly.

In her book Thirty-Eight Days in
Detention, concerning her experiences
working at Curtin during the Howard
government era, Ms Gibson said:
“It seems governments have learnt
nothing about the mental distress and
anguish caused by that place. | don’t
want to see it repeated. The human
price was too high.”

lan Rintoul, spokesperson for the
Refugee Action Coalition, declared:
“No one takes such protest action
unless they have serious fears for
their lives. A review is necessary
particularly given (that) the Minister
will introduce complementary
protection legislation before the end
of the year.

“We call on the Minister to place
a moratorium on all deportations and
to review all current asylum cases to
establish whether they fall within the
bounds of the new legislation. The
crisis in Villawood is a direct result
of maintaining mandatory detention
and off-shore processing. As long as
the Labor government maintains these
policies it will be guilty of abusing the
human rights of asylum seekers.” &
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US-Australian Alliance
Bedrock of imperialism

When Julia Gillard deposed Kevin Rudd as Prime Minister she
wasted no time in making her position on the US Alliance clear: “Sitting
here now it’s not my intention to change any of the fundamentals of our
foreign policy.” When she granted Rudd the foreign affairs portfolio
the Alliance remained as sacrosanct as ever. As Gillard noted when in
Washington in 2008: “Our alliance is bigger than any person, bigger
than any party, bigger than any government, bigger than any period
in our history together. That alliance is enduring and indispensable.”

As Prime Minister, Rudd had played a major role in foreign affairs,
working closely with the US where he had built strong personal and
political relations. As soon as he was sworn in as Minister for Foreign
Affairs Rudd was off to Washington where he received an extremely
warm welcome from his counterpart, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.
While in the US, he released a joint statement on May 18 with the new
Defence Minister Stephen Smith stressing that, “Australia’s Alliance
with the United States continues to be the bedrock of Australia’s
defence, security, and strategic arrangements ... .” Specific reference
was made to their commitment to the US’s military and civilian
operations in Afghanistan and to working together in the Asia-Pacific
region.

In a joint press conference with Clinton the day before, Rudd
described the Australia-US alliance as “a core part of the Australian
national interest,” reinforcing the myth that it is of benefit to Australia
and indispensable. The Alliance is unquestionably of strategic
importance to the US’s military and strategic interests with its provision
of key communications and intelligence bases, military facilities and
unswerving military and moral support for US military ventures around
the globe.

It strives to bring other large and emerging economic powers under
its wings, in particular Russia, India, China and Brazil. It is these US
goals that have become the “bedrock”, the “core” of Australia’s foreign
policy and military activities through its Alliance with the US. “ ... the
position of the Australian Government is that the strategic stability of
East Asia and the Pacific remains anchored in the strategic presence
of the United States of America,” Rudd said.

Japan is being encouraged to shed the restraints of its pacifist
constitution and take up a greater role in the US’s hostile military
stance towards China. Australia is involved in trying to draw Japan
away from China and into the US imperialist camp. Australia signed
a joint security cooperation agreement with Japan in 2007, and
discussions this month on a new defence agreement could see this
extended to joint military training and sharing of intelligence.

Preparing for war

China is the central target of the US’s military strategy in the Asia-
Pacific region (but by no means its only target). China is the centre
of Rudd’s focus; he has had extensive experience there as a diplomat.
The US and Australian governments are preparing for war. The Rudd
government’s 2009 Defence White Paper did not hide this, saying the
government’s strategy “does not necessarily entail a purely defensive
or reactive approach ... we will need to be prepared to undertake
proactive combat operations against an adversary’s military bases
and staging areas, ...”

Clinton, in the same press conference, responded to a journalist’s
questions on Australia’s proposals for an Asia-Pacific Community
saying, “... the United States has been, is, and will remain a trans-
Pacific power. ... one of my goals upon becoming Secretary of State
was to reassert America’s role in the Pacific.”

In line with the White Paper, the government has embarked on a
huge, expensive and relatively rapid build-up in Australia’s military
capability like nothing seen since the Second World War. A defence
treaty with the US, originally negotiated in the 2007 with the Howard
Coalition government, took another step forward last week, passing
through the US Senate’s foreign relations committee. It is expected
to go through the Senate in November. The treaty facilitates the fur-
ther integration of Australia’s military into and under the US defence
forces by making it easier for US defence suppliers to export sensitive
technology to Australia.

The US-Australia Alliance might be “indispensable” to the
warmongering imperialists in Washington but for the people of
Australia it is not only very dispensable but would increase our security
and that of the region and beyond to dispense with it. Ending the
Alliance would be a huge political and military step towards peace
and security.

PRESS FUND
Current events are clearly showing that big business won’t provide
a bright future for mankind, given the threat posed by climate
change, for example. We want to keep our readers informed as to
the latest developments in this area, also what the government is
doing (if anything) to meet the challenge, and what you can do to
help move things in the right direction. In the meantime, in order
to do this, we have to keep up with the latest digital innovations,
and The Guardian team wants to purchase new software in order to
facilitate our work. Your contribution to the Press Fund will help us
do that, so please send us a contribution for the next issue. Many
thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:

Mick Power, in memory of Jack Orchids, $40

JR Allen $5, Jim Doyle $100, E Durston $10, Don Humphries $12,
H Patterson $20, “Round Figure” $17.

This week’s total: $160 Progressive total: $4,320

Pro-choice supporters
plan national protest

Pro-choice supporters are gearing up for a national
day of protest on the Saturday before the Cairns
abortion case goes to trial. The trial has been set
down for October 12.

Rallies will be held across the country on October 9
(see ad for details) to demand the dropping of the charges
brought under Queensland’s anti-abortion laws against a
couple in Cairns.

“When a woman and her partner are facing trial under
the abortion laws, it is time to take action,” said Pro-Choice
Action Collective activist, Kathy Newnam.

“The Bligh government have tried to distract attention
from the facts of the case by claiming that the charges are
related to the way the abortion took place. This is a lie.
The charges that the couple are facing have been brought
under the anti-abortion laws.”

Ms Newnam said that for years, women in Queensland
have been assured that the anti-abortion laws were a “dead
letter” — that they would never be used. Now a young
woman and her partner are facing trial under these laws
and facing the prospect of years in prison.

“These charges should not have been brought in the

Rally Murray St Mall

street End)

(william

when a woman and her partner are facing
trial for abortion: it’s fime to RALLY

For more info contact: iwdperth2010@gmail.com
Kamala 0417319662 Clare 0401 202814 or Elizabeth 0421113343

first place because the laws should not exist. Abortion
is a woman’s right to choose. It should not be a crime.”

This case threatens to set a dangerous new precedent
on the abortion laws and supporters of abortion rights are
determined to build a campaign that the Bligh government
cannot ignore.

“We will not stand by silently while a young woman
and her partner face trial under these rotten laws. Around
the country, supporters of abortion rights will rally to
demand the dropping of the charges.

“We will send the message loud and clear right across
the country that we will not stand back while our rights are
taken away. This case has already had a massive impact
on the lives of one young couple — but if the charges are
upheld, it has the potential to destroy many more lives as it
emboldens the anti-abortion forces. Pro-choice supporters
will not let that happen.

“On October 9, we will take to the streets to demand
free, safe, accessible abortion on demand in such a show
of force that the government will no longer be able to
ignore our demands — drop the abortion charges, repeal
the anti-abortion laws”. &

Drop the Charges Against the Cairns Couple

for Aburtion Rights!

Sydney Town Hall Square
12 Midday Saturday

Organised by Women's Abortion
Action Campaign as part of a national
defense campaign coordinated by ProChoice Action

Collective QLD; Women's Abortion Action Campaign NSW; and
Radical WomenVIC

Contact WAAC: 0407 665 857 (Marg) - contact_waac@yahoo.comau  www.waacorg.au

South

asraia T e Cormmunist movement

in Australia is turning 90

5.30pm Saturday October 30, 2010
Semaphore Workers Club, 93 Esplanade Semaphore

Guest speakers, musical items, screening of a short doco of
local veteran activists recalling some highlights of the CPA’s

history in SA. Light meal, bar service available

Preceded by an exhibition of memorabillia
from the Communist movement's history in

Australia from 3.30pm

Admission to all events free - donations welcome

Organised by the CPA 90th Anniversary Committee

further info - Bob on 0418 894 366

‘I_;>rn- .

Film showing

The Insular Empire:
America in the Marianas

Wednesday 13 October 7-8.30pm

Club Room NSW Teachers Federation
23-33 Mary Street, Surry Hills,

tickets at door $20/$12

SOLIDARITY WITH GUAM

Proceeds to “We Are Guahan”, the organisation of the indigenous Chamoru people of Guahan (Guam).
Sponsored by Australian Anti-Bases Campaign Coalition, Sydney Peace Foundation and Maritime Union of Australia

Info 0418 668 098

Multi-Cultural Concert

with:Ahmed Al-karawi;Antonio;
Florence Cheung;Metin Yilmaz;
Pourandokht Naseri;:Rami Al-asadi;
Samir Maarbani Veli Toprak;Group Tililili;
(and Friends)

Saturday 16 October 7.30pm

Tom Mann Theatre
136 Chalmers Street, Surry Hills

tickets at door $40/$25
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Banking regulation off the agenda
Way open for next crisis

Anna Pha

When governments stepped in
during the global financial crisis
to bail out the world’s largest
banks and spent billions of dollars
of taxpayers’ money on stimulus
packages, it looked as though
the financial system would be
subjected to greater regulation and
accountability. Leading capitalist
economists were amongst those
questioning the wisdom of neo-
liberal financial deregulation and
privatisation. There was talk in
G20 government circles, the larg-
est economies in the world, of an
overhaul of the banking system.

The calls for reform were
far stronger than the previous
demands for a new “global financial
architecture” that had been heard
during the 1997 Asian financial crisis.
Former US Federal Reserve Bank
chief Allan Greenspan, previously
unquestioning of the wisdom of the
“free market” gods, was one of a
number of neo-liberal fanatics who
began to question their faith.

The Asian financial crisis was
triggered by the speculation and
manipulation of currencies and capital
and share markets, made possible by
IMF/WTO liberalisation. Countries
like Thailand, Malaysia, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, South Africa and Brazil
felt the full brunt of the powerful,
global speculators, in particular, the
unregulated hedge funds.

Governments, such as in Malaysia
and Russia, who took regulatory
measures to protect their currency
and capital flows were viciously
attacked by the big Western financial
institutions and their governments.

But the Western world was forced
to take matters more seriously when
crisis hit a major US hedge fund in
1998. Financial institutions, under the
leadership of the US Federal Reserve
Bank, stepped in to bail out Long
Term Capital Management (LTCM)
in September 1998. The collapse
of LTCM exposed the huge scale
of hedge fund operations and the
potentially destabilising effects of their
rampant speculation on deregulated
financial and capital markets.

With a capital base of some
US$4-5 billion, LTCM had obtained
loans of up to US$200 billion and
used these to place positions in

financial markets worth $1.3 trillion
—i.e. it could have lost $1.3 trillion!
Hedge funds like LTCM operated
with impunity, beyond the scrutiny
of regulators, exerting considerable
influence over interest rates,
currencies and other financial assets
(eg shares, derivatives, bonds) and
commodity prices.

The LTCM collapse led to
the Basel Committee for Banking
Supervision (BCBS) commissioning
a study on the speculative institutions.
Its Report on Highly Leveraged
Institutions, warned how hedge funds
and other high-borrowing institutions
could put the world economy at risk.
The BCBS is a committee of the Bank
for International Settlements*, which
dictates the rules for international
banking. It represents and protects the
interests of the largest banks.

The BCBS’s warnings did not
result in any action to curb the system
of floating exchange rates and/or
impose government controls over
capital movements (including loans).
The World Bank and IMF continued
to pressure third world countries to
deregulate their financial systems
and float their currencies, policies
that removed government controls
over important economic policy and
strengthened the hand of the major
Western banks.

Then, in 2008, the global financial
crisis hit, and trillions of dollars were
required in government bailouts
and stimulus packages to save the
global financial system and national
economies from systemic collapse.
This time the calls for regulation
were louder and some of the leading
representatives of capital began to
question neo-liberal deregulation.

Even more dangerously, for the
big end of town, ordinary working
people were questioning the capitalist
system itself. Some governments
introduced minor reforms, but the
powerful finance sector lobby made
sure nothing of substance that might
interfere with their operations was
passed.

Now, two years on, the talk has
moved on from overhauling the
banking system to restoring budget
deficits, repaying government
debts and preventing a double-dip
recession. The Bank for International
Settlements released a statement
on September 13 (2010) following

a BCBS meeting of central bank
governors.

This statement reports on a new
agreement for reforms to the banking
system — Basel Ill. The agreement
is for banks to operate with higher
minimum capital requirements and
new counter-cyclical “capital buffers”
(higher levels of capital holdings
during pre-crisis booms) to “ensure
banks are better able to withstand
periods of economic and financial
stress, therefore supporting economic
growth.”

“... the aim is to ensure that the
banking sector in aggregate has the
capital on hand to help maintain
the flow of credit in the economy
without its solvency being questioned,
when the broader financial system
experiences stress after a period
of excess credit growth,” the BIS
statement said.

Under Basel 111, banks that do not
already meet new minimum levels
of capital and liquidity will have
until 2019 to phase them in. Many
of the larger banks, including those
in the US, already meet Basel I1I’s
requirements. It will not affect them
and it won’t prevent another financial
crisis. As one commentator noted,
the now defunct Lehman Bros bank
met the new rules before its collapse.

It could have an impact on smaller
banks attempting to increase their
reserves. They would be forced to
tighten credit and increase interest
rates, hitting their customers who
are mainly small business and the
community sector. The big end
of town would not be affected. It
will strengthen their hand, possibly
resulting in more takeovers and
crashes of the smaller banks and
further global monopolisation of
the sector by the big sharks of the
industry.

Basel 11 falls far short of the
“banking overhaul” promised a few
years ago by the G20.

Individual governments daring to
impose currency controls, restrictions
on capital flows or foreign loans will
see their economies savagely attacked
and ravaged by flights of capital,
credit squeezes and downgrading
of their credit ratings by the private
agencies to junk ratings. Not
surprisingly the big banks and their
hedge fund friends are pleased with
the outcome of Basel I11.

Basel 111 will be presented for
adoption by governments at the
G20 meeting in November and
its proposals then converted into
legislation at the national level by
those countries.

The G20 had discussed proposals
at its meeting in April for the
imposition of a levy on banks which
would not only increase government
revenue but force banks to at least
partly bare the brunt for bailouts
(at present carried by taxpayers —
workers in particular). This met
with considerable opposition, led by
Australia and Canada on behalf for
the bank lobbyists, and got thrown
out. Something we can thank Kevin
Rudd for when the next crisis hits.

And it is only a matter of time
before the next financial crisis hits
and thousands more victims lose
their homes, jobs, businesses and
governments step in to bail them out
with taxpayers’ money.

It is outrageous that they can
continue business as usual, in a
deregulated financial environment,
standing over governments and
raiding the public purse when they
bring on a crisis.

This situation cannot end without
regulation of currencies, interest
rates and capital flows. Governments
are expected to pick up the pieces
but have no control over the basic
economic levers that could prevent or
soften financial and economic crises.

As a first step, the Communist
Party of Australia is calling on the
Australian government to establish
a People’s Bank, a government
guaranteed public bank that operates
in the interests of the people and the
economy.

It is time for a People’s Bank, a
regulated financial system and higher
taxes on banks and other financial
institutions.

*The Bank for International
Settlements is an international
financial organisation based

in Basel, Switzerland, for
international monetary and
financial cooperation and serves
as a bank for central banks.

It was established in 1930.

The Reserve Bank of Australia
participates on its committees
which set guidelines and rules
to be followed by the banks and
acted on by governments. &
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Sydney

CFMEU Farewell & Solidarity Concert

Andrew Ferguson has been nominated by the ALP Socialist Left as a
candidate for the NSW Legislative Council. It is expected that this nomination
will be endorsed by the ALP and Andrew will be in a winnable position and
will be elected to state parliament at the next state elections.

Andrew has worked for the CFMEU for more than 30 years dedicated to
workers’ rights, social justice and international solidarity. From Palestine to
solidarity with the Cuban revolution, the CFMEU has been uncompromising.

You are invited to our Farewell for Andrew. In a continuation of our tradition
of internationalism, CFMEU Officer, Rita Mallia, will report on her recent
two week visit to Colombia. Proceeds from the Farewell will be contributed
to assist the struggle for human rights in Colombia. Rita was a guest of
Sinaltrainal, the food manufacturing union that represents workers employed
by multinationals, such as Coca Cola, Kraft and Unilever. In addition
to visiting picket lines and trade unions across Colombia, Rita visited
imprisoned trade unionists and filmmaker Liliany Obando. Liliany has now
been in jail for nearly two years, unconvicted of any crime.

Friday October 8, 6.30pm
CFMEU, Level 2/ 10 Railway Street, Lidcombe

Special guests JJ Son con Idalbelis from Santiago de Cuba
Entrance $5.00 — Dinner and drinks on sale

All proceeds for human rights in Colombia
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free-range chickens,

caged workers

Bob Briton

Outraged unionists and commu-
nity members gathered in front
of Adelaide Poultry’s chicken
processing factory on Friday after
a sacking lifted the lid on a host of
anti-worker practices at the plant.
Anyuon Mabior was shown the
gate recently after he complained
about a racist email exchanged by
supervisors at the plant. Initially,
he was assured the matter would
be investigated but was later urged
to sign a statement withdrawing
his claim. He refused and was
promptly sacked. Anyoun’s case
has become the focus of a national
campaign by his union, the
National Union of Workers (NUW).

Adelaide Poultry supplies the
well-known Lilydale brand of free-
range chicken to major supermarkets.
Its reassuring green label would sug-
gest an enlightened management, an
exception to the generally woeful

conditions for workers in the industry.
Not so. Workers at the Wingfield plant
are reportedly engaged as contrac-
tors, responsible for their own tax,
superannuation, insurance and other
“business” obligations. That would be
hard enough for anybody to admin-
ister but most of Adelaide Poultry’s
factory workers are recent migrants,
often with limited English.

Anyuon is an Australian citizen of
Sudanese background. He addressed
last Friday’s protest and spoke of
an atmosphere of fear inside the
factory. Workers are told not to join
their union or even speak to officials
who have sought to have a word
with workers outside the gates. He
emphasised that all Australian work-
ers must have the same rights to join
their union and to organise for decent
treatment in the workplace.

NUW South Australian lead
organiser Dave Garland reported that
messages of solidarity have been roll-
ing in from around the country and

around the world. A message from the
union of poultry workers in Thailand
was read out. The International Union
Of Food - representing 375 food
industry unions in 122 countries — has
sent an open letter to Adelaide Poultry.

In his letter, regional secretary of
the IUF Ma Wei Pin said:

“At a time when the public around
the world is deeply concerned about
infectious diseases and illnesses
linked to the poultry industry such
as avian influenza and salmonella,
it is outrageous that major poultry
processors/producers in Australia,
Thailand and other countries con-
tinue to suppress workers’ rights in
order to perpetuate unsafe working
conditions.”

The tactics of the company were
on display during the peaceful protest.
A siren was left blaring on a pallet
inside the plant so that the speeches
would not be audible to the workers
inside. The end of the shift was set
back so that workers would not walk
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out and see the crowd gathered in
support of their basic rights.

Dave Garland reminded protes-
tors that the gathering outside the
plant was just the beginning of the
campaign to get justice for workers
at Adelaide Poultry. He urged people
to go to the union’s website at www.
nuw.org.au to get updates and to put
their hand up to assist future actions.

Anyuon’s case has shocked the
community. In the lead up to the
protest, local media showed a sym-
pathetic interest in developments.
Labor state member for Taylor,
Leesa Vlahos, addressed the crowd at
Wingfield as did Labor’s federal mem-
ber for Hindmarsh, Steve Georganas.
Adelaide’s Sudanese community was
well represented at the protest. &

Unions debate

climate change action

Denis Doherty

The NSW Teachers’ Federation
(NSWTEF), the National Tertiary
Education Union (NTEU) and
the Liquor Hospitality and
Miscellaneous Union (LHMU)
initiated a conference on climate
change for all unionists called
Climate Active on Saturday
September 18.

The three unions reported on
how they are responding to climate
change in their workplaces. School
and university teachers talked about
improving students’ understanding
of the issue.

In a short video, the LHMU
brilliantly portrayed how cleaners
bear most of the brunt of workplace
changes brought about by climate
change.

They have to sort rubbish for
recycling or composting, they have
accept or reject the use of climate
harming chemicals for cleaning, they
face conflict and stress in trying to
achieve change in the attitudes of
their bosses.

With an extensive range of pub-
lications, the LHMU has clearly put
a lot of thought into climate change
and their members’ workplaces.

With Australians the highest per
capita carbon producing and consum-
ing people on the planet, there is an
urgent need for change. Deep cuts to
carbon production, between 40 and
85 percent by 2050, are required for
Australia to fulfil its international
obligations.

The urgency of the need for action
on climate change is reflected in the
workplace and unions have no alterna-
tive except to be involved. Climate
change is union business just as peace
is union business.

The main conference speaker
was Tim Noonan, Director of
Campaigns and Communications

GETTING THE WORLD T
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GREEN GROWTH for
jobs and social justice *
¢

for the International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC) in Brussels.

Union fight

He gave a concise picture of the
activities of the world wide union
movement to fight for decent work
in a sustainable, low-carbon world.

Looking at the financial aspect,
he pointed to the power of workers’
savings in superannuation worldwide.
He said this power should be put to
work for all working people rather
“than for market capitalism which
had clearly failed”.

Tim Noonan suggested the impo-
sition of a “Robin Hood” tax on all.
Another speaker proposed a progres-
sive income tax on all and a concerted
effort by all levels of government to
divert resources to alternative sources
of energy.

Just transition
The ACTU has shown that the
economy would benefit from a shift to
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green jobs. Tim Noonan also stressed
that there must be a just transition
for workers who have to change
their jobs.

The CPA at its last Congress
stressed that this must be done with
no loss of pay or conditions.

The “solutions” being proposed
currently — a carbon tax and direct
action — were all dismissed as window
dressing as they do not penalise the
big polluters for polluting.

Some speakers said the politi-
cal will and the mass movement
to bring about change is lacking at
present but it has to be built urgently.
Union-community united action to
bring about change is necessary and
possible.

Tim Noonan was not starry eyed,
pointing out that every centimetre of
progress has been fought for and we
can expect more such fights in the
future. There is no alternative but to
have local, national and global action
on these vital questions. &

MUA marks
World Maritime Day

The Maritime Union of Australia
(MUA) last week urged all
Australians to recognise September
23 as World Maritime Day, as
designated by the United Nations.

MUA national secretary and
president of the International
Transport Workers’ Federation
Paddy Crumlin said the MUA
would mark World Maritime Day
this year by:

« celebrating 2010 as the Year of
the Seafarer
urging the federal government
to implement its shipping and
seafaring revitalisation package
highlighting the worldwide
campaign against piracy
e and commemorating the 65th
anniversary of union bans
in support of Indonesian
independence.

Mr Crumlin said the MUA
would officially celebrate World
Maritime Day next September
28 with a march across Pyrmont
Bridge in Sydney and a ceremony
at the Anchor Memorial outside
the Australian National Maritime
Museum in Darling Harbour.

The MUA has invited Hanafi
Rustanda, the Indonesian Seamen’s
Union/International Transport
Workers’ Federation Asia Pacific
chair, and Gary Yusuf, the Consul
General for the Republic of
Indonesia to the celebrations.

Mr Crumlin said while World
Maritime Day was a time to reflect
on the progress of the industry in
Australia, it was also a time to pay
attention to issues such as piracy
in the Asia Pacific region, and the
development of the federal govern-
ment’s shipping policy.

“While World Maritime Day is
being marked in London with the
handing over of a 920,000-strong
petition to end Somali piracy, we
also need to recognise that we have
a real problem right here on our
doorstep,” Mr Crumlin said.

“In recent months we have seen
a spate of attacks on shipping in
the Asia Pacific which marks the
unfortunate return of piracy in our
region.

“The MUA is also look-
ing forward to working closely
with the federal government,
and Infrastructure and Transport
Minister Anthony Albanese in par-
ticular, to develop their shipping
policy which was announced during
the election campaign.”

Mr Crumlin said he was heart-
ened by comments from Ms Teresa
Hatch, the Executive Director of the
Australian Shipowners’ Association,
who said the shipping policy
would be “an exciting new chapter
to reinvigorate a vital Australian
industry”. &
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Review by Bob Briton

Wolfgang Sievers and
The Dignity of Labour

It was a more thought-provoking
weekend than usual — bookended
by a protest and an exhibition. Not
much connection you would think.
A union struggle at a chicken-
processing factory and a display
of black and white photographs
launched in plush surroundings
with wine and finger food being
passed around. But the themes
of the world of work, the world
at war and the plight of refugees
over the years kept coming to the
fore, reminding me that progress
towards a planet at peace and a
society without exploitation has
been far too slow.

Anyuon Mabior came to Australia
from Sudan. He worked at a poultry
processing plant until he was
dismissed after he complained to
the management about an email
exchanged by supervisory staff (see
story page 4).

Most of the workers at the
Adelaide plant are recent immigrants
to Australia. A good number of them
have come here seeking shelter form
wars unleashed by the US and other
powers seeking to shore up their
geopolitical and economic standing
or from countries otherwise not
favoured by the process known as
“globalisation”. Anyuon hasn’t come
all this way to be pushed around in
his new home. If progress towards an
age of justice has been too slow, it’s
not the fault of people like Anyuon.

Standing outside the factory, the
protestors would every now and then
be confronted by a sickly, rotten smell
from inside — a reminder that, even
if society (or the market) deems that
it must be done, a lot of work is still
tough and unpleasant. This world of
work would remain out of sight and
out of mind if it weren’t for some
extraordinary individuals who set out
to record it.

Among the more famous to
do this in Australia was Wolfgang
Sievers. The exhibition of photographs
I was referring to was opened on
Sunday by Greg Mackie, a former
Adelaide City councillor and ongoing
energetic promoter of the arts in South

Speakers:
Carolyn Smith, LHMU
Katherine Edyvane, ACFS
Mark Hayward, CPA

Carlton Hotel
248 Hay Street Perth
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More info: 0419 812 872 or perth@cpa.org.au
Organised by the CPA - Perth Branch

Australia. It is called The Dignity of
Labour and is made up of some of the
shots left by the photographer, just
prior to his death in 2007, to human
rights lawyer Julian Burnside on the
condition that they be used to further
the cause of peace and human rights.
That’s how the Graham F Smith
Peace Trust came to be exhibiting
and selling the works.

The shots are fascinating in their
own right but I wonder how much
of the impact they made on me was
because of what | had found out about
Sievers himself. He came to Australia
fleeing persecution by the Nazis in
Germany in the 1930s. He was a
socialist with a Jewish background
on his mother’s side. Two shots from
those times depicting the poverty of
his original homeland contrast with
the industrial optimism expressed
in the Australian images. Quotes
scrolling over an electronic panel
at the Hawke Centre venue gave
viewers an insight into his thinking
about his art:

“l knew a lot of photographers
are just photographers, but to me this
profession is also about not forgetting
where | come from and what is
happening in the world.”

And again:

“l, Wolfgang Sievers: victim of
Nazi persecution, prisoner of the
Gestapo, volunteer of the AIF and
RAAF 1939, volunteer Australian
Army 1942-1945.”

He never waned in his support
for the victims of the planet’s thugs,
bullies and exploiters. A caption
records his objection to the war in
Vietnam and the grotesque lottery
that selected conscripts to go and
fight the people of that country. He
also recorded his debt of gratitude to
his parents:

“Never forgetting what | owe
my parents; justice and tolerance of
all people whatever colour or faith,
to help people, archaeology and
arts, reading, classical music, loving
the beautiful world man has not yet
been able to destroy, objector to all
warmongers ...”

I was predisposed to like these
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photographs. They showed workers
dwarfed by their own creations. Two
of those have been reproduced many
times — one showing a white-coated
technician measuring between two
massive cogs bound for the mining
industry and the other a worker
guiding a huge roll of paper onto a
stack of similarly gigantic rolls. This
isn’t so much the workplace of grime-
caked anterooms to hell but where
workers create works of industrial
art on a huge scale, revealing the
tremendous creative power of their
hand and brain.

The shining chemical plants
and stacks of extruded aluminium

carry that same message of creative
potential. Sievers was a student of
the masters and their use of light.
He learned well. As Greg Mackie
pointed out, he also absorbed
the Bauhaus movement’s love of
simplicity of line and the optimism
of socialist realism.

The works are undoubtedly
optimistic about the power of workers
to transform the world for the better.
For that reason the impact on the
admirers of the works was interesting
and contradictory. Many were old
enough to remember the years of post-
war boom and the industrialisation
of the Australian economy. Shots of

Photo: Bob Briton

skilled workers and their products led
several to observe “we used to have
all those skills in this country”.

There is something bittersweet
about celebrating this record of
Australian workers building the
basis of the country’s (still unevenly
shared) prosperity at a time when
manufacturing industries are closing
their gates and moving offshore.
What will the Wolfgang Sievers’ of
future generations be capturing from
our world of work? No doubt they
will find a way to distil that spirit of
creativity that combines uniquely with
the striving for justice in the working
people across the globe. &
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Anna Baltzer

Jewish American award-winning speaker, author, former Fulbright scholar, granddaughter of Holocaust refugees, and recent guest on The Daily
Show with Jon Stewart, is coming to town with her acclaimed presentation about the conflict and what you can do to bring peace and justice to
Israel/Palestine. Baltzer has lived and worked part-time in the Middle East for more than 7 years. She has appeared on television more than 200
times and lectured at more than 400 universities, schools, churches, mosques, synagogues, think tanks, and other policy institutes around the world
with her book, Witness in Palestine. In 2009, Baltzer received the Arab-American Anti-Discrimination Committee’s Rachel Corrie Peace & Justice
Award and a Certificate of Commendation from the Governor of Wisconsin for her commitment to justice in the Holy Land. She is a contributor to
four upcoming books on the subject and serves on the Middle East committee of the Women's International League for Peace & Freedom and the
Board of Directors of The Research Journalism Institute, Grassroots Jerusalem, and NewPolicy.org.

Thursday October 28 @ 7PM: Melbourne City Conference Centre, 333 Swanston St, Melbourne

For more information about Baltzer's work, visit www.AnnalnTheMiddleEast.com
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Roll back the corporate agenda

The ruling class “solution” to the economic
crisis is more tax breaks for the rich and the
corporations, wage cuts and public sector
sackings, privatisation and less government
spending. These are the very neo-liberal
policies that helped deepen the economic
crisis which broke out in 2008, and which
continues across Europe and north America.
The following commentary by the Ontario
Committee, Communist Party of Canada
published in People’s Voice (September
13-20, 2010) is a timely warning of what
the ruling class has in stall for Australian
workers and trade unions.

The Ontario government, in collusion with
private sector employers, is about to download
the cost of the economic crisis onto the backs
of public sector workers with “consultations”
aimed to corral unions into framework agree-
ments that will result in a six percent wage cut
over two years. The cuts will take place during
the next five years, whenever collective agree-
ments come up for renegotiation.

The so-called “wage freeze” is actually a
wage cut when the annual inflation rate of almost
three percent is included. This is a wage cut that
workers will never get back. Furthermore, the
money “saved” in unpaid wages has already
been spent: on a C$4.5 billion corporate tax
cut. This is on top of a permanent reduction in
the corporate tax rate (down to 10%) and on top
of the C$4.5 billion gift to Business given via
the HST(Harmonised Sales Tax). There is no
“saved” money going to improve public services.

services, and permanently reducing public sec-
tor wages by six percent. Because of Balanced
Budget legislation, it will also mean layoffs.

The provincial government’s strategy in
this summer’s “consultations” with labour is to
scare unions into voluntarily accepting the six
percent wage cuts. But the government is also
threatening to introduce wage control legislation,
using the “consultations” as justification in any
future court challenge by labour.

The government’s agenda is all about driv-
ing down wages, undermining free collective
bargaining, and privatising Ontario’s public
services and assets.

Working class under attack

This attack on public sector wages and
free collective bargaining follows on the
heels of the attack on autoworkers 18 months
ago, when Canadian Auto Workers (CAW)
members saw their collective agreements
ripped open and plundered three times in six
months. Facing not only the employers but
the Canadian, US, and Ontario governments
and a vicious national media, the CAW was
forced to negotiate wage cuts and concessions
“with a gun to the head”.

In Sudbury and Port Colborne, 3,300 United
Steel Workers miners struck for 360 days against
Vale Inco, the second largest mining company
in the world, before being forced back with
two-tier pensions and cuts to take-home pay.
Once again, the Liberal government sided with
the employers, steadfastly refusing to pass the

But workers didn’t cause the crisis, and they
should refuse to pay for it. In fact, reducing
wages will deepen the crisis by reducing
purchasing power and increasing indebtedness.

In fact, public services, unionised jobs,
and free collective bargaining in Ontario are
all in danger from a real reduction in health
care spending. Wage cuts, contracting out, pri-
vatisation, and deregulation are all parts of the
Liberals’ spring budget, appropriately named
“Open for Business”. This is a Big Business
agenda — aimed to increase profits by selling off
public assets, reducing and privatising public

anti-scab legislation that could have forced the
employer to the table to negotiate a settlement.

Now, Premier McGuinty justifies the attack
on the public sector by claiming “fairness”: pub-
lic sector workers must take the same beating as
private sector workers with lower wages, poorer
pensions, and weaker unions. Furthermore, if
public sector workers don’t take the cuts, public
services will suffer.

With these arguments, McGuinty and the
employers behind him, hope to split the work-
ing class and turn the public against public
sector workers and their unions. It’s a vicious,
ugly and dangerous strategy with all workers
in the bulls-eye.

Across the province — and around the world
—workers are losing ground to corporations and
right-wing governments that are driving down
wages, stripping pensions and benefits, using
scabs, police and courts to attack unions and
threaten free collective bargaining.

Bad economics

But workers didn’t cause the crisis, and
they should refuse to pay for it. In fact, reduc-
ing wages will deepen the crisis by reducing
purchasing power and increasing indebtedness.
The results will be inflation, more layoffs,
higher unemployment, reduced tax revenues to
government coffers and increased Employment
Insurance and welfare payouts from government
coffers. Privatising public assets and services
will cut wages even further, and cost the pub-
lic more in higher user fees and lost public
resources and property.

The crisis in public services isn’t caused
by public sector wages or expenditures. In fact,
expanding public services and improving them
would help the economy and serve the public
interest very well.

This is a revenue crisis, caused by
right-wing governments determined to reduce
corporate taxes at any cost. That’s why Ontario
and Canada now have the lowest corporate
income taxes of any industrialised country, and
why corporate taxes here are 15 points lower
than the US Great Lake states — our biggest
trading partner.

A People’s Recovery

Raising corporate taxes, expanding services,
creating jobs, raising wages, and expanding pur-
chasing power — this is an economic policy that
would lead to a People’s Recovery in Ontario.

We should build affordable social housing,
introduce a provincial system of universal,
quality public childcare, expand Medicare to
include denticare, pharmacare, and long term
care, and build a publicly owned transportation
system to build public transit, interurban light
rail systems, and a Canadian car.

We should develop the north, in consultation
with the Aboriginal and northern peoples, to
develop secondary industry and manufacturing

McGuinty and the employers behind him, hope to spli
sector workers and their unions.

and turn one-industry towns into diversified,
stable economies. We should put Ontario back
to work, in well-paid, permanent, unionised jobs.

United and fighting labour

movement

The message is clear: labour must unite to
defeat the attack on workers’” wages — public and
private sector. There must be a coordinated and
united response, led by the Ontario Federation of
Labour (OFL) and Canadian Labour Congress
(CLC) to defend and improve all wages and
working conditions, and fight to expand the
public services, manufacturing jobs, and labour
rights that are all under ferocious attack in
Ontario today.

The OFL convention decisions are the basis
for mobilising labour and its allies, including
youth and students, women, seniors, Aboriginal
Peoples, People of Colour, the environmental,
peace and social justice movements, farmers and

Reviewed by Tim Pelzer

Crude: Documenting the real price of crud
Directed by Joe Berlinger, Entrende Films production

Texaco discovered oil in Ecuador’s leafy rain
forest during the 1960s. As Joe Berlinger’s
documentary, Crude, reveals, Texaco cre-
ated a death zone in this fragile ecosystem
as it developed the oil fields, inhabited by
indigenous people and wildlife.

While Texaco and the Ecuadorian
government profited, the rain forest’s
occupants did not. The company dumped 18
billion gallons of untreated toxic residue and
18 million gallons of oil and waste water
into the forest that stretches 440 kilometres.
Today, 1,000 waste ponds continue leaking
toxic chemicals and oil residues into streams
and rivers. Gas flared off during oil extraction
has created black rain, further contaminating
local drinking water. Sickness and death from
cancer, poisoning and other illnesses are
common. Many children are born with birth
defects.

In 1993, 30,000 people in the rainforest
sued Texaco (now Chevron, which purchased
the company in 2001) in the US courts,
demanding that the company pay for
medical bills and remove waste pits and
toxic chemicals from the jungle. Chevron
denies guilt and instead blames state-owned
PetroEcuador, which took over the oil fields
during the 1990s, for causing the mess.

Company scientists deny that Texaco had

caused sickness and death by dumping toxic
waste and oil. Instead, they blame elevated
bacteria levels in the water. Berlinger exposes
this lie by showing local streams and wells
streaked with the bright purplish sheen of

oil and petrochemicals. In another scene,
scientists remove oil-soaked samples of soil
from shallow holes. Each new rainfall washes
this black poison into local water sources.

An independent environmental
assessment estimated clean up costs and
medical compensation at US$27 billion,
exceeding the US$20 billion fund that British
Petroleum has to establish to clean up the
Gulf of Mexico oil spill.

Berlinger’s camera follows three men
who are leading the fight against Chevron:
attorney Pablo Fajado, community leader
Luis Yanza and US lawyer Steven Donziger.
Fajado reveals that the army kidnapped and
tortured his brother to death in the 1970s for
speaking out against Texaco. Chevron has
called the two Ecuadorian leaders “con men”
who are out for financial gain.

The country’s left-wing president Rafael
Correa supports the court case against
Chevron. The case also has the support of
rock star Sting and his wife, who have used
their celebrity status to raise public awareness
about the rainforest disaster.

After nine years, Chevron succeeded in
having the lawsuit moved to the Ecuadorian
court system. However, the court has still not
ruled on the case. The current judge has to
first wade through a room full of technical
reports, which is expected to take several
years. To avoid paying for the clean-up,
Chevron’s strategy is to keep the case tied up
in the courts.

The latest news is that Chevron has gone
after Berlinger. A US court ruling last May
ordered the filmmaker to hand over 600
minutes of unseen documentary film footage
to Chevron, to help it win the court case in
Ecuador. Backed by US news organizations
and actors such Robert Redford, Berlinger is
appealing the ruling. He and his supporters
argue that free speech is at stake and that the
court ruling casts a chill over independent
probes into the activities of multinational
corporations.

Crude is a powerful exposure of
corporate abuse and greed, with important
parallels to the environmental destruction
involved in the northern Alberta tar sands
extraction.

People’s Voice, Communist Party of
Canada ©
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t the working class and turn the public against public

cultural workers, and all those concerned with
defending our rights and standards.

What’s needed is a united leadership with
the will to mobilise the labour movement and
its allies in a province-wide struggle to defend
workers’ jobs, wages, pensions and living stand-
ards, and to curb corporate power and defeat
right wing governments at every level. This is
the key issue today.

A mass struggle led by the OFL, that puts
masses of people into the streets in independ-
ent labour political action, is both possible and
urgent to defeat wage restraints and mount an
effective counteroffensive against the right-wing,
corporate assault.

The Communist Party stands 100 percent
with public sector workers and their unions
fighting to defend public services and free col-
lective bargaining. We are committed to help
build a movement that can roll back the corpo-
rate agenda, and roll out a People’s Recovery
in Ontario. &

Australia’s first
astronaut In space
VISItS erth

Shannon Walker uses a vacuum cleaner during housekeeping operations in the Kibo laboratory of the International Space Station.

Richard Titelius

As the football finals season was in full
swing in Australia and the corporate media
was focusing their attention on the teams
and their highly paid and preened players,
Australia’s most accomplished astronaut,
Dr Andrew Thomas, was coming to Perth to
give a public lecture on the future of space
travel which would also include a live link
to Dr Shannon Walker on the International
Space Station (ISS).

The event was held at Curtin University on
September 14, and was attended by a packed
audience of over 200 people including several
groups of school children from public and pri-
vate schools, eight of whom had been selected
to ask questions of ISS astronaut Dr Walker
who co-piloted the shuttle to the ISS.

The sponsors for the event included the
Fogarty Foundation, Scitech and also the
International Centre for Radio Astronomy
Research which was considering a site in
the state’s midwest 350 kilometres north of
Geraldton for the Square Kilometre Array
radio telescope that would become home to the
world’s biggest science project and its biggest
computer.

The connection to the ISS was accomplished
through a phone link from Perth to South
Australia and then to a location in Argentina
which then beamed the link-up to the 1SS when
the ISS passed overhead.

The presentation by Dr Thomas, who hails
from Adelaide in South Australia and has a PhD

in mechanical engineering, gave an overview of
three of his major missions to space including
the preparation for 130 days on board the now
defunct MIR space station. He had to learn
Russian so that he could train at the Gagarin
Cosmonaut Training Centre in Star City, in 1998.

The presentation included a video of every
day life on MIR during which he would exercise
on a treadmill to militate against the negative
effects on the body of long periods in conditions
of weightlessness in space. This was a complex
and at times amusing procedure to watch as
one needed to be placed in a harness in order
to remain in contact with the treadmill and
therefore allow the muscles to be worked. For
long journeys into space this would be vital as
such travel would otherwise harm or destroy the
bone and muscle functioning of the human body.

Sleeping in conditions of weightlessness
presented it own challenges and also required
that the sleeping bag be secured with a harness
to the floor so that he didn’t bump around the
space station while sleeping.

One such long distance mission is on the
drawing board — a manned mission to Mars by
2030 to help set up a community on our nearest
habitable planet. It is hoped that there is peace
and co-operation on Earth while a multi-nation
project of this nature is established on another
world — and that we have also made progress
on saving this planet during that time.

The eight high school students had the
opportunity to ask two questions of the astro-
naut Dr Walker and chose questions on a range
of topics including life on the space station,

the experiments she conducted, whether she
believed in aliens to which she replied that she
hadn’t seen any yet but “would like to believe
that there is intelligent life elsewhere in the
universe.”

After the link-up Dr Thomas described the
launch process including footage of the take-off
and landing in which people were able to see
the forces which have to be dealt with to make
this possible and the knowledge and science
that enriches humanity’s being in this world
as a consequence of these types of missions.

To end the forum, the audience was able
to ask questions of Dr Thomas including if he
could notice the effects of climate change or
global warming over the planet to which he
responded that although it was not possible to
measure the effects directly of climate change
as they were so high up, he could see the dam-
age which human activities were having on
the planet. China was often enveloped in smog
from its use of coal and the burning of forests in
parts of Central America was so thick at times
it looked like a war zone and left a trail which
extended up to the city of Chicago in the USA.

The younger members of the audience also
took the opportunity to ask their celebrity sci-
entist questions and they did not fail to impress
Dr Thomas who answered them on particle
physics and the subjects one needs to study to
be an astronaut.

The presentation by Dr Andrew Thomas,
however, did not raise the attention of the mass
media the following days apart from the ABC
which did a live broadcast. &
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Mexico’s bicentennial
IS bittersweet

Pepe Lozano

On September 16, Mexico cel-
ebrated its bicentennial and
honoured the heroes that first
declared the nation’s independence
from Spain in 1810. At the same
time, Mexicans around the world
will also commemorate those who
rose up to defend Mexico’s ideals
of democracy, liberty and justice
during the country’s November
1910 revolution.

Despite the importance of
celebrating 200 years of independence
and its many accomplishments
(plus what’s expected to be a very
expensive party) many say it is also
time to take a hard look at Mexico
today with the deadly violence,
corruption and extreme disparities
facing most Mexicans.

This author, who is Mexican
American, decided to ask his Mexican
American friends on Facebook
what it means to celebrate Mexico’s
bicentennial and 1910 revolution.

Armando Ramirez, from
California said, “1810 helped to
end Spanish colonialism in all Latin
America, but it didn’t do much for
the peasants and workers.” He added,
“1910 was about correcting those
shortcomings, but again, it didn’t
go far enough as today’s Mexico
testifies.”

The country is undergoing a

four-year drug war that has taken
more than 28,000 lives. The bloodiest
town, Ciudad Juarez, just across the
border from El Paso, Texas, has seen
more than 4,000 people die to drug
violence since 2009, making it one
of the deadliest cities in the world.
Just last month drug cartel gunmen
were responsible for massacring 72
mainly Central American migrants
in northern Mexico.

Under Mexico’s current President
Felipe Calderon’s conservative and
right-wing National Action Party, the
gap between the wealthy few and the
majority poor is extreme. Half of the
country’s 107 million people live in
poverty. Mexico is home to both the
world’s richest man, Carlos Slim,
whose fortune is estimated at about
US$53.5 billion, and about 20 million
Mexicans who live on less than US$3
per day.

“I think the revolutionaries
of 1910 would be sickened and
heartbroken to see that the corruption
they fought and died for has risen to
the level it has today,” said one friend
on Facebook.

Critics note Mexico’s antiquated
labour laws make it nearly impossible
for millions of workers to organise
unions. Chinese auto workers, who
once earned wages their Mexican
counterparts wouldn’t stoop to take,
now earn more, they add.

Mexico’s rich oil lands are

Puerto Rican
Independence

leader dies

Mike Melia

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico: Juan
Mari Bras, an elder statesman of
Puerto Rico’s independence move-
ment who gave up US citizenship
in an act that inspired hundreds of
other activists, died on September
10. He was 82.

Mari Bras died at his home in
the San Juan suburb of Rio Piedras,
said Elaine Mulet Hocking, a
spokeswoman for his Hostosiano
independence movement.

“Puerto Rico has lost a man who
deeply loved his country,” said Jose
Luis Dalmau Santiago, the minority
leader in the island’s Senate.

A writer and law professor, Mari
Bras was deeply involved in the
independence cause from his days as
a teenage student activist in the 1940s.
He founded the Puerto Rican Socialist
Party and was a co-founder of the
small but influential Independence
Party.

He dedicated his later years
to seeking unity among the varied

Great T-Towel

pro-independence factions in Puerto
Rico, a US Caribbean territory whose
four million residents are American
citizens but cannot vote for president.

Governor Luis Fortuno, who
represents the opposite end of Puerto
Rico’s political spectrum as leader
of the pro-statehood party, issued
a statement praising Mari Bras as
a legendary leader who fought for
his ideals.

In an effort to establish Puerto
Ricans’ separate national identity,
Mari Bras travelled to the US
Embassy in Caracas, Venezuela, in
1994 and renounced his American
citizenship while claiming the
right to continue living in Puerto
Rico. His actions inspired other
“independentistas” to do the same.

The State Department initially
approved Mari Bras’ petition, but
reversed its decision in 1998, the
centennial year of the US invasion
that resulted in the seizure of Puerto
Rico from Spain.
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disappearing and neoliberal policies
under the North American Free Trade
Agreement with the US, signed in
1993, have failed. The NAFTA, once
believed to be the country’s roadmap
to prosperity, has been a disaster for
millions of Mexican farmers leading
to rampant unemployment, low wages
and mass migration to the north.

A recent Pew Research Centre
poll shows that 79 percent of
Mexicans are dissatisfied with the
country’s direction. Roughly 10
percent of the population has migrated
abroad and another 33 percent would
like to do so.

At least two dozen towns,
including Ciudad Juarez, have
cancelled bicentennial celebrations
due to the worsening situation with
drug cartels.

The show went on, nevertheless.
President Calderon delivering
the traditional grito, shout of

independence, to a crowd of tens of
thousands at the Zocalo, the centre of
Mexico City.

Critics say it’s a useless expense
especially now when so many
Mexicans are in mourning. That
money could go toward schools,
health care and other pressing social
needs, they say.

Another friend said she has
very mixed feelings about Mexico’s
celebrations and is saddened by the
increasing violence and mayhem. “It’s
said that Mexico erupts every 100
years in social upheaval,” she wrote.
“As Mexico marks its bicentennial,
I will be thinking of my extended
family and hoping that the coming
years bring peace and progress... Que
viva Mexico.”

All over Mexico, streets,
buildings, monuments and cities are
named after national heroes, nearly
all of whom, including the father of

independence, Miguel Hidalgo, and
the leader of the 1910 revolution,
Emiliano Zapata, died tragic deaths.

This author’s fiancé, whose family
migrated to the US from Uriangato,
Guanajuato, said celebrating Mexico’s
bicentennial is about “all the men
and women who gave up their lives
fighting against injustices.” She
added, “It gives me pride to know that
I come from a strong willed people
who stand up and fight for a better
tomorrow.”

Most agree celebrating Mexico’s
accomplishments today are bittersweet
and there is still a long road ahead.
Others note Mexico needs a new
revolution with champions that will
fight for land, liberty, justice and
the rights of working people, as
revolutionaries did in 1910.
People’s World &

Over 1.3 million petition
to refound Honduras

Recognising that Congress, the
Supreme Court, the oligarchy, and
the two dominant political parties
would never permit or support a
path that would give the majority
of Hondurans a voice in the politi-
cal, social and economic processes
of the country, the FNRP (National
Front for Popular Resistance)
announced their commitment
to the campaign and began to
gather signatures to demand the
Constituyente.

The pro-democracy resistance
movement has collected 1,346,876
signatures thus far demanding a
National Constituent Assembly
that would mark an important
step in its struggle to rewrite
Honduras’ Constitution and refound
the country. During the past five
months, volunteers from the various
groups and organisations that come
together under the FNRP have
gone out to parks, neighbourhoods,
villages, cities, and departments
all over the country to educate
the Honduran people about the
proposed Constituyente and collect
signatures.

Despite severe repression and
the murders of resistance members,
the collection of names continued
daily. Given the repression, the

FNRP reports that many people
were reluctant to give their
signature for fear that they would
later be identified and threatened
or killed for participating in the
campaign.

Along with many other
organisations, the indigenous and
campesino organisation COPINH
(Civic Counsel for Popular and
Indigenous Organisations of
Honduras) was part of this process,
collecting thousands of signatures
in the four western departments
where they work, during
community workshops, gatherings,
assemblies and other “places of
struggle.”

COPINH reports that their
efforts in the collection are “a
tribute to the martyrs of Honduran
society in the struggle for the
refoundation of Honduras.”
COPINH emphasised that it was
not an easy mission, as many of
their volunteer members were
detained, threatened and jailed.
Police also attempted to confiscate
papers containing signatures that
the organization had collected.

In their own hands
On the day (June 28, 2009)
that President Manuel Zelaya was

overthrown, many Hondurans
were going to participate in a
non-binding, national opinion poll
on whether to include a question
on the ballot during the national
elections scheduled for November
29, 2009 concerning the formal
establishment of a Constituyente.
Along with electing their president,
congressman and mayor, people
would have indicated through

a fourth ballot box whether or

not they were in favour of a
Constituyente to review and rewrite
the Constitution.

The opinion poll and the hopes
of those who favour a Constituyente
were crushed that day by the coup
d’état — an attempt by the ruling
class to stop a process that would
challenge their power and position
in Honduran society.

Recognising that Congress, the
Supreme Court, the oligarchy, and
the two dominant political parties
would never support or permit a
path that would give the majority of
Hondurans a voice in the political,
social and economic processes of
the country, the FNRP announced
their commitment to the campaign
and began to gather signatures to
demand the Constituyente in July
2010. &
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The iInhumane situation In
Fallujah

Layla Anwar

There was an interview on
Al-Jazeera, led by Ahmad
Mansour, with Professor Chris
Busby. Busby is Professor and
Chief Scientist of Green Audit, and
scientific advisor to the European
Committee on Radiation Risk.
Professor Busby has published
several articles on radiation and
uranium contamination in areas
like Lebanon, Kosovo, Gaza, and
of course Irag.

Fallujah is a forbidden city. It
was subjected to intense bombing
in 2004, with DU bombs and white
phosphorous, and thereafter became
a forbidden zone — which means
that both the puppet authorities as
well as the invading forces, the US
occupiers, do not allow any study to
be conducted in Fallujah. Fallujah is
under siege.

Obviously, both Americans and
Iragis know they are hiding some-
thing from the public. It is here that
Professor Busby goes, determined to
get to the bottom of what happened
in Falluja in 2004. Being a renowned
scientist in his field, he conducted
research and tests in Falluja.

Professor Busby has encountered
many obstacles while developing his
project. Neither he nor any member
of his team were allowed to enter
Fallujah to conduct interviews. So,
when the main door closes, it becomes
necessary to find other doors to open.
And so they did.

He managed to gather a team
of Iraqgis in Fallujah to conduct the

examinations for him. The research
was based on 721 families from
Fallujah, a total of 4,500 partici-
pants - living in areas with different
levels of radiation. The results were
compared with a control group — an
example of the same number of
families living in a non-radioactive
area in another Arab country. For
this comparative purpose, he selected
three other countries — Kuwait, Egypt
and Jordan.

The Iragi authorities threatened
everyone involved in the research,
with arrest and detention, should they
cooperate with the “terrorists” that
were interviewed. In other words, they
were threatened within the scope of
anti-terrorism laws.

US forces have banned Professor
Bushy from obtaining any data, argu-
ing that Falluja is a rebel zone.

Falluja’s doctors refused the
request to make statements that will
be transmitted live to the Ahmed
Mansour program, who has received
numerous death threats and fears for
his life. In other words, this study
was conducted in extremely difficult
conditions. But it was conducted.

So what did the US and Iraqi
officials do that they do not want the
public to know? And why not allow
any measurement of radiation levels in
Falluja, and why do they forbid even
the 1AEA to enter the town? What
happened in Falluja, exactly? What
types of bombs were used? Only DU
or something else?

Something that is quite curious in
Falluja is the dramatic rise in cancer
rates in a short space of time, for

example in 2004. Examples provided

by Professor Bushy:

« The rate of childhood leukemia

has increased 40 fold since 2004

compared to previous years.

Compared with Jordan, it is 38

times larger.

The rate of breast cancer

increased 10 times since 2004,

The rate of lymphatic cancer also

increased 10 times since 2004.

« Another curiosity in Falluja is
the dramatic increase in infant
mortality rates.

Infant mortality in Fallujah is 80
children per 1,000 births, compared
with Kuwait, with 9 children per
1,000 births, and Egypt, with 19 per
1,000 children (thus, the infant mortal-
ity rate in Iraq is 4 times higher than
in Egypt and 9 times higher than in
Kuwait).

The third feature in Falluja is the
number of birth defects that suddenly
exploded since 2004. The radiation
from any of the agents used by the
forces of “liberation” not only caused
massive genetic deformities.

There was provoked structural
changes at the cellular level. In turn,
this means that due to genetic altera-
tions of the boys (lack of X chromo-
some), these are more likely to die
at birth, and girls are more likely
to survive with strong deformities.
Another early example by Professor
Busby: before 2003, birth rates in
Falluja were as follows: 1,050 boys
to 1000 girls. In 2005 only 350 boys
were born — which means that most
did not survive.

Pravda ©

Greece:

Mass demonstrations

against price hikes

On September 23 thousands of
workers, self-employed, poor
farmers, women and young people
from the popular strata protested
in demonstrations held throughout
the country against increases in
electricity rates, VAT and heating
fuel.

The demonstrations were
organised by the All Workers’
Militant Front (PAME), the
Nationwide Antimonopoly Rally of
the Self-employed and the Small
Tradesman (PASEVE), the All
Farmers’ Militant Rally (PASY),
the Greek Women Federation
(OGE) and the Students’ Militant
Front (MAS) and were held in 58
cities across the country.

In Athens the demonstration
took place in Omonoia Square.

The protesters marched to the

Ministry of Finance and declared
their decision to struggle in every
way against the efforts to place
new burdens on the popular strata.

At the same time, the joint
demonstration organised by the
aforementioned organisations con-
stitutes an important step towards
building a unified front that will
struggle for the people to enjoy
the fruits of their labour. Also for
another path of development and
another type of power aiming at
the people’s prosperity; at a devel-
opment in favour of the people and
not the monopolies.

In his speech the representa-
tive of PAME, llias Stamelos,
referred distinctly to the first joint
initiative of the mass organisa-
tions: “We decided to coordinate
our forces and our struggles on

the basis of our common interests;
to contribute to the development
of a strong movement that will
struggle for the overthrow, in order
for the monopolies to pay for the
crisis. No more sacrifices for their
interests.

“A unified front of employees
in private and public sectors, of
self-employed, poor farmers, wom-
en and youth that will struggle for
a decent life and a safe future for
our children is needed”.

Thanasis Pafilis, district
administrator candidate of People’s
Rally in Attica, Nikos Sophianos
and Elpida Padelaki, candidate
mayors in Athens and Piraeus
respectively as well as numer-
ous representatives of the lists of
People’s Rally attended the dem-
onstration in Athens. &
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@ Global Briefs

COLOMBIA: Just as the US State Department announced that
Colombian progress in securing human rights justified release
by Congress of $30 million in aid to the Colombian military,
a new report from the CUT labour federation put the toll of
murdered trade unionists so far this year at 36, 10 more than
at the same time last year. CUT spokesperson Luis Alberto
Vanegas indicated that five murders had occurred in Antioquia
state and that 2,737 unionists have been murdered since
1986. He attributed most of the killings to paramilitary groups
hired by big landowners, although over the years perpetrators
have gone undiscovered in over 95 percent of the cases.

IRAQ: Using data from the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs,
Azzaman News claimed on September 13 that the number of
orphaned children has risen from 1.5 million prior to the 2003
US invasion to 5 million now. The report likened the 16 percent
of orphaned Iragis to “the equivalent of nearly 50 million US
orphans.” According to Islamonline.net, 600,000 children remain
homeless without regular food. An anonymous Iraqgi Red Crescent
employee is cited testifying to the striking lack of government
programs and NGO assistance for street children and orphans.

SOUTH AFRICA: DuPont subsidiary Pioneer Hi-Bred announced
on September 15 plans to acquire Africa’s largest seed company.
Purchase of the KwaZulu-Natal-based Pannar Corporation will
allow Pioneer to “expand the company'’s footprint in sub-Saharan
Africa,” the Wall Street Journal reported. Eyeing sub-Saharan
Africa’s 75 million acres of land available for corn and soybean
cultivation, DuPont agricultural division Vice President Jim Borel
has encouraged investors in the United Arab Emirates, Qatar
and Kuwait to fund agricultural infrastructure projects in Africa.
The report on Farmlandgrag.org indicates also that Gulf states
have already purchased large tracts of arable land in the region.

CAMBODIA: A four-day walkout by mostly women garment
workers ended on September 16 with manufacturers
agreeing to negotiate on wages, overtime pay, and incentives.
Strikers, estimated variously at 50,000 to 200,000, were
demanding a $93 monthly minimum wage, having rejected
a joint industry-government offer of $61 per month. Inflation
has devastated workers’ salaries, while the global economic
crisis recently finished off 70,000 industry jobs. As the
prime source of foreign currency, the garment sector is
crucial to Cambodia’s economic survival. In preparation
for the strike, workers amassed food, water, and supplies.

ROMANIA: The recent burning deaths of five newborns at
the Brasov Children’s Hospital have drawn attention to a
health system characterised by severe staffing shortages,
malfunctioning equipment, and exodus of physician specialists.
Health care funding remains below four percent of the GDP
with hospitals handicapped by high debt loads. Governmental
subsidies for patients’ medications and hospital supplies fall
far short of needs. For 20 years, state-sponsored care has
co-existed with private clinics, although fewer than 400,000
Romanians have private insurance. The government will soon be

imposing co-payments in order to reduce health care spending.
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Doing our part

After the Marius Kloppers speech
indicating the need for Australia
to adopt a carbon tax, it seems the
task of tackling climate change is
once again becoming an aspiration.

However, since Australia was one
of the founders of the Kyoto Protocol
established in 1997, our lack of com-
mitment and decision toward action
on climate change has surely caused
us certain embarrassment internation-
ally. Moreover, while China is about
to implement a carbon price and
India has taxed coal, we have found
ourselves still stumbling around like
the lost little school yard kids the
rest of the developed countries must
see us as.

Consider NASA and the US
National Climate Data Centre have
confirmed “June was the 304th month
in a row that recorded a global aver-
age temperature higher than the 20th
century average” and “the six months
from January to June were the hottest
on record”; the unprecedented brutal
extremity of our Victorian bushfires;
and the more recent ones in Russia,
the floods in Pakistan and the fact that
David Attenborough first brought this
matter to our attention in his 1984
documentary. It is easy to comprehend
how the people sense that something
needs to be done.

I am certain Australians are
accepting of this fact. And although
they will have to pay minimally more
with the introduction of a carbon tax,
they should also be compensated in
other areas.

Furthermore, how would it be if
the government were to announce
it was to start building a combined
Geothermal/Solar Power Station in the
middle of one of our deserts that will
supply a majority of base power to
the whole of our nation and will also
implement the Carbon tax by 2011.

Perhaps then we could all feel that
sense of satisfaction that, yeah we are
finally getting out of the school yard
and doing our part to help secure a
future of environmental sustainability
for our children.

Lincoln Coull
Seacliff Park
SA

Stop the horse cull

The government is planning an
aerial cull of thousands of wild
Arab horses between Biluluna to
Balga near Lake Gregory in the
Kimberley. The cull is planned
for October. We cannot allow this
to happen and we need to plead
by petition and through our local
Members of Parliament to forbid
this pending cull.

The lands on which these beauti-
ful horses run wild are managed by
the Tjurabalin peoples under a pasto-
ral lease. However they are financially
impoverished in terms of being able
to manage the horses. The govern-
ment alleges that the horses damage
the land which I do not believe. They
have described that the land can be
better utilised for cattle farming.

These are obviously sentient
creatures which are appreciated by
far away Sheiks who actually pick
some of them for endurance racing.
They value them as some of the best
endurance horses in the world. If
they are culled they will be sent to a
South Australian slaughterhouse for
food consumption. This is both animal
cruelty and inhumane. It is needless.

We can relocate them to multiple
locations and we can offer many
of them up for adoption. There are
stations and people who will want

them and as my ten year old daughter
points out WA is so vast that there are
open spaces waiting for them. Please
consider the plight of these beautiful
wild horses and please find the time
to advocate on their behalf. Once
again as my daughter says we need
to speak up for these horses so we do
the right thing by them. You can visit
wildhorseskimberley.com
Gerry Georgatos
Connie Georgatos -10 yrs old
WA

Sports and drugs

The first part of Richard Titelius’s
article (Ben Cousins and the spectre
of freedom 15-9-2010) seems to be
arguing that the AFL is, if not the
reason drug-taking is happening
in football, it is not happening so
as not to affect its profit.

Cousins’ “bad” behaviour has
nothing to do with the AFL, but is
normal behaviour of large numbers
of a young alienated youth. Cousins
is typical of a large percentage of
adolescents | grew up with in the
western suburbs of Melbourne. One
was murdered because he could not
pay his drug money, another became
a murderer to get drug money, others
I knew became “criminals” and went
to jail and others went on to suicide
or have mental problems.

Like young Cousins they thought
they were in control of the situation
and similar to Cousins they lied and
manipulated everyone that they do
not have a drug problem.

However, different to the working
class youth I grew up with, Cousins
being an elite sportsperson has been
given support that capitalist society
does not give to others. For instance,
it is a fact that the majority of people
in jails are there for drug-related crime
and this is eventually where Cousins
might have ended up at once losing
his huge salary but surprisingly the
AFL has a progressive policy towards
drug problems.

The AFL has a three-strike

Sydney

Concert for Miners of Chile
& Better Mine Safety Campaign

6:30 pm Friday October 29
CFMEU, Level 2, 10 Railway Street, Lidcombe

The Construction Forestry Mining Energy Union has initiated an Appeal with the
Chilean community in Sydney to assist the miners in Copiapo, Chile. The Appeal will
also assist the campaign for better mine safety. Also it will help the campaign to force
the mine owners to pay the entitlements of the 200 plus miners above ground who
have been sacked due to the appalling safety at this mine site.

Already $50,000.00 has been raised and is being sent to the Sindicato No 2 Minera
San Esteban “Mina San Jose” and the CUT in Copiapo. $1,500.00 of this was
contributed from officials of the CFMEU in Sydney.

For more information, contact Olive Jinga

02 9749 0414 or ojinga@nsw.cfmeu.asn.au

policy, which means they employ
professional people to work with the
young sportsperson as soon as the
first detected use of drugs is found
in them, in an attempt to give them
direction in life.

The AFL has been under attack
by all the other sporting codes for
this position including the Olympic
standards and the federal government
which has been the most vocal critic
of the AFL and previously made
threats of withholding grant money if
they did not toss the player out of the
AFL on the first positive test.

The AFL, however, continued
with the advice of researchers and
professional people in the field of
drug-taking who rightly argued that
they not only need support but needed
to continue doing something that they
are good at, in this case sport rather
than the stick approach.

Anyone knowing people on
drugs knows that statistically they
will let you down every time and
leave you embarrassed that you gave
them another chance so the AFL
were brave and committed to their

policy to allow Cousins back into
the AFL again because if he played
up they would have been negatively
criticised.

Hawthorn’s Tuck, who was about
to be delisted by his club because he
is not a very good player, has had
unbelievable support from the AFL
in regards to his depression and
drug-taking, but from a communist
perspective it is the rest of society
who do not have this support and
chances that we need to condemn as
disgusting and point out this is typical
of capitalism.

Richard Titelius is correct to point
out that capitalism uses sport as one of
the new opium of the masses but the
enemy is not sport but capitalism and
asking people to drop the AFL even
though it is big business and most
people know that, it will only isolate
us from the rest of society. When the
revolution happens nothing will scare
the capitalists more than having the
frightening Collingwood army at the
front line on our side.

H Patterson
Lara, Vic

Cult
byRob Gow e

Fracking
unwelcome

A couple of weeks ago in this
column | wrote about the contro-
versy surrounding the extraction
of natural gas (shale gas) using
the hydraulic fracturing method
(or “fracking”). “Fracking” sees
a mixture of water, sand, diesel
fuel and the like pumped under
pressure deep underground to
break up rock formations and free
the trapped deposits of oil and gas.

I noted that the UK Guardian had
reported from the US that “industrial
and federal studies have shown the
[fracking] process leaves between
20% to 40% of the components of
the diesel fuel in the ground”, and
that “towns around America have
documented contaminated drinking
water from fracking as well as
cattle deaths and fish kills in nearby
streams.”

Then, late last week, a front-page
report in The Sydney Morning Herald
revealed that gas-mining company
Apex Energy was planning to use
fracking to extract coal seam gas
from old coalmines along the edge

of Lake Burragorang, “the reservoir
at Warragamba Dam”.

As always in NSW when
money-making schemes conflict
with community and environmental
concerns, the “development friendly”
State Labor government aligns itself
with the corporate interests. Apex has
already received approval to drill no
less than fifteen test wells along the
Illawarra escarpment.

With coal seam methane,
however, test wells are but the thin
end of a very thick wedge, as we
found when the company Sydney Gas
tried to drill for it under parts of the
NSW Central Coast. Gas is burned
off at the top of the drilling tower all
day and all night.

Once the exploratory phase has
passed, however, drilling begins in
earnest. The profitable life of each
gas well is short; as soon as the flow
slows the well is moved to an adjacent
site and the process starts again. And
again, and again, and again.

Only a very vigorous, well run
and well funded campaign forced
Sydney Gas to desist with its plans
for the Central Coast, thereby saving
Tuggerah Lakes from being thickly
adorned with drilling rigs (for they
had plans to drill under the Lake
itself!).

The Herald reported that Apex
Energy’s description of fracking in
the company’s Illawarra document
says it “involves the injection of more
than a million gallons of water, sand
and chemicals at high pressure down
and across into horizontally drilled
wells as far as 10,000 feet below the
surface”.

The drilling process returns much
of that water to the surface, but in a
form so toxic that the water cannot

be used for any purpose and must
be carted away and processed or
decontaminated.

| understand that, in our case at
least, that “processing” consisted of
carting the contaminated water to
Windsor or somewhere nearby, mixing
it with more water (presumably to
dilute the contaminants) and then
pouring it into the Hawksbury!

I have never seen this description
of the “processing” of the toxic waste
water contradicted.

To add insult to injury, Sydney
Gas had the gall to describe its
methane gas-drilling project as
“green”!

References to Sydney Gas are
relevant because, although the drilling
by Warragamba is being undertaken
by Apex Energy, as the Herald also
reports, “fracking techniques are
already being used at another coal
seam gas operation, at Camden, south
of Sydney.

“It is run jointly by AGL and
Sydney Gas [of course!], which holds
many other petroleum exploration
licenses around the edges of the city.”

As | reported in the previous
column on this topic, fracking
was developed by the notorious
Halliburton oil services company that
made so much money “liberating”
Iraq and taking over its oil industry.

Haliburton is one of those
companies that exemplifies the
unfettered pro-big business policies of
George W Bush and the Republican
Right, a policy of “profits not just
first but also last and every where in
between” — and to Hell with any other
concerns, especially environmental!

Not all bosses of big corporations
are devoid of any concern for the
environment or oblivious to the

Lake Burragorang.

dangers posed to the human race by
pollution and unbridled exploitation
of the planet’s resources. But one
does not usually get to be the head
of a big corporation by following that
route. Only by relinquishing those
concerns can one successfully climb
the corporate ladder in the biggest
corporations.

There are almost half a million
natural gas wells in the US alone,
and as | said previously, 90 percent
of them rely on hydraulic fracturing.
Is that the kind of “development” we
want for Australia?

The Total Environment Centre
is calling for a moratorium on new
coal seam gas mining in NSW until
a transparent, state-wide strategy
is developed. “The [gas] miners
deserve no special privileges,” said
Jeff Angel, the Centre’s executive
director, “especially since no mining
operation is fail-safe.”

This is a call that CPA members
should support. Surely, in the
competition between the drive for
corporate profits and the desire of the
people to preserve the planet there
can be no hesitation about which side
one is on?

Not that you need to be all that
perturbed at the prospect of these
corporate cowboys being unleashed
on to our long suffering environment
to literally rip profits out of the ground
and devil take the hindmost. In fact,
you can rest easy: the NSW Planning
Department, that paragon of clean
and honest government, told the
Herald that in relation to coal seam
methane gas drilling “the Department
rigorously assesses all applications it
receives on a case-by-case basis on
their merits”.

So that’s all right then. &
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eit Harlan was, along with

Leni Riefenstahl, Nazi
Germany’s most lauded film director,
feted and honoured by the Fuehrer
in return for his wholehearted filmic
support of the Nazi cause. His most
infamous creation was the fiercely
anti-Semitic Jud SUR.

Harlan was a master of national
kitsch, exulting in melodrama and
death, but of course, when the war
went bad and his erstwhile “leader”
had shot himself rather than fall into
the hands of the “Soviet Jews”, Harlan
reinvented himself as a victim of the
Nazis, a simple artist who had made
such films only under duress.

Harlan: Hitler’s Other
Filmmaker (SBS1 Tuesday October
5 at 10.00pm) is an account of his life
and career, drawing on his extensive
film catalogue, including previously
unreleased materials from the Harlan
family’s private archive.

\eit Harlan was married twice
(the first time to a Jewish girl) and
the film interviews every traceable
descendant and in-law. Their
assessments are very varied, from
apologetic and defensive of him to
ruthlessly objective and | would say
accurate.

Jessica Jacoby, one of his
granddaughters, seems to me to be
the most correct in her assessment

of Veit Harlan and his protestations
of innocence, of acting under duress.

“It wasn’t fear that drove him”,
she says. “He was working with
material that meant something to
him, and he moulded it to perfection
because of this.

“And the other thing was, he’d
seen that if he was to fulfil this
commission [to make Jud SuR] he’d
have no problems with the financing
of future projects.”

That the family is deeply divided
politically is clear: one son, Thomas,
who lived for a time in the USSR and
took part in the socialist revolutions
in Portugal and Chile, has earned the
wrath of other family members for
being so vocally critical of Veit and
S0 hostile to his excuses.

After the war, Veit Harlan was
tried as a war criminal in occupied
Germany, but the denazification
boards in the Anglo-US-French
sectors were staffed by former
Nazi officials and very few former
Nazis were ever convicted and none
received the sentences they should
have. Harlan, too, was found not
guilty. There are some interesting
comments in the film about the judge
who gave that verdict.

his paper has frequently

carried material exposing
the plight of the working people of
the USA, the richest capitalist state
on Earth. However, we have rarely
had such a devastating exposé as
that contained in the BBC documen-
tary Requiem For Detroit? (ABC2
Wednesday October 6 at 9.30pm).

From early in the 20th century,
Detroit was the centre of the US
automobile industry. Ford, GM and
Chrysler were located there. The
city became the fourth largest in the
country. Thousands of autoworkers
churned out cars and trucks on
production lines that never slept.

Led by the moguls of General
Motors, the car manufacturers set

out to change the face of America
(and any other country they could
get their hooks into as well, such as
Auwustralia). They promoted the private
car over public transport, forced or
otherwise “persuaded” governments
and city officials to scrap tramways
and replace them with buses and
freeways.

At the same time the car
companies fought fierce battles
with the autoworkers over union
rights, wages and conditions. The
autoworkers won but working on the
assembly line was a soul-destroying
experience in which human beings
were reduced to mindless cogs in a
giant machine, doing repetitive tasks
requiring no initiative and providing
no job satisfaction.

But it was a job, and in the end it
paid reasonably well. Detroit recruited
many of its employees from the
South, both white and black, but it
maintained a strong colour bar and
discrimination against black workers
was a powerful weapon for the car
company bosses.

Eventually that led to race riots

Requiem For Detroit? (ABC2 Wednesday October 6 at 9.30pm).

The global financial crisis and
subsequent economic crisis saw
more people than ever questioning
the capitalist system, the power of

-

and large parts of the city burning.
What finished Detroit, however, were
the combined effects of economic
crisis and fuel crisis. Large gas
guzzling cars cost too much to run
and Detroit made no other sort.

In the search for new sources of
profit, the car companies moved their
plants to low wage states or went off
shore. Detroit CBD became a ghost
town. Today, astonishingly, the inner
city is being reclaimed by prairie!

As some of the remaining
inhabitants comment, it’s like a war
zone: a region of ruins, what look
like bomb-sites, people living amid
the rubble. People are even trying to
turn parts of the inner city area into
farmland for vegetables.

Many schools and other public
buildings have closed. Forty three
percent of the city’s population
are illiterate. This is not in some
third world agrarian country, but in
the world’s most technologically
advanced nation.

People show the BBC crew
around the “post industrial” ruins of
the city like amateur archaeologists.
One is identified in a caption as an
“urban explorer”.

The number of people who have
left the city, the incredible extent of
the devastation, makes the description
used by one of the locals very apt
indeed: “it’s a slow-motion Katrina”.
But there is no government rescue
package.

hen a small valve failed

on one of its Soyuz cap-
sules in the 1960s during the space
capsule’s return to Earth and the
cosmonauts on board died, the USSR
suspended its manned space program.
Instead, they switched to unmanned
robot probes.

Designed by Alex Kemurdjian
and his team of Soviet engineers, the
“Lunokhod” program successfully
placed two remote-controlled vehicles
on the surface of the moon. Between
1970 and 1973, they travelled more
than 48 kilometres over the lunar
terrain.

This was a remarkable feat: the
vehicles were remote-controlled from
a distance of 400,000 kilometres in
an atmosphere with one sixth the
gravitational pull of the Earth and
at a time when computer technology
was in its infancy. This program pays
tribute (very belatedly) to the Soviet
scientific achievement of successfully
sending remote-controlled robot
vehicles to the surface of another
space entity as long ago as the early
1970s.

The story is told in Tank On The
Moon (ABC1 Thursday October 7
at 9.30pm). The lunar robot vehicles
were made by the same factory that
made the main Soviet assault tanks,
hence the program’s misleading title.

Worth watching, despite the
inevitable propaganda. @

Sydney

monopoly capital, and their influence
over government. Social democrat
governments in Australia and around
the world have failed to protect the
interests of the ordinary working
people and the planet. Why? Should
we be surprised? Whose interests

do they really serve? What is social
democracy? How does it differ

from socialism? What is meant by
democratic change? What is the
alternative to capitalism? For answers
to these and many other questions
about social change, these four
paperbacks give readers a great start.

From Progress Publishers:
What is Socialism?
What is Revolution?
What is Communism?

What is Democratic Socialism?
$5 each plus postage & handling ($5 for up to 2 books, $10 for 3 or more)
Some of the many books available at

n the pub

NO MEETING - Long weekend

October 8

AFGHANISTAN — FOR PITY’S SAKE BRING TROOPS HOME!
Phil Glendenning, Director Edmund Rice Centre;

Patricia Garcia, Act For Peace, Int. Programs Dir Nat Council Churches

October 15

TIBET — THE STRUGGLE FOR CULTURAL SURVIVAL
Screening of part of film Tibet — Murder in the Snow;

Mr Jigme, President of the Tibetan Community;

Tenpa Dugdak, from Tibet Effect

74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010  Ph 02 9699 8844
Please make all payments by Cheque or Money Order out to “CPA”
Credit Card — minimum purchase $20 (include card type, name, number & expiry date)

shop@cpa.org.au

Shop@CPA

October 22

ATHEISM — RELEVANCE FOR SOCIAL JUSICE & PEACE
Jane Caro, Social commentator, author, atheist;
Neil Ormerod,Professor of Theology, Australian Catholic University

Special offer subscription to The Guardian

[d10issues: $10 [112 MONTHS: $88 (380 conc.) (16 months: $45 ($340)

The Guardian

NAME: Editorial Office
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 October 29
ADDRESS: Ph: 02 9699 8844 Fax: 02 9699 9833 POPULATION GROWTH & CLIMATE CHANGE — A DEBATE

Email:guardian@cpa.org.au Mark Diesendorf, Professor Institute for Environmental Studies, author

Climate Action — a Campaign Manual for Greenhouse Solutions;
Ben Spies Butcher, Sociology Macquarie University

POSTCODE:
Pay by [dCheque dMoney order (Payable to “Guardian Publications”)

Phone in details on 02 9699 8844
Or send to: Guardian Subscriptions

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010, Australia
or by credit card: dMastercard Visa

Editor: Tom Pearson

Published by
Guardian Publications
Australia Ltd
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010

November 5

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST?
Steven Marks, Legal Services Commissioner NSW, Chairman International
Commission Jurists;

Printed by Spotpress Edward Santow, UNSW Law School

24-26 Lilian Fowler Place

Card# Marrickville 2204
Amount: Expirv Date: / Date: Responsibility for electoral comment Every Frlday 6pm til 7.45 Pat Toms 02 9358 4834
. piry bate: ate: is taken by T Pearson, Gael | C CI u b patandbrucetoms@gmail.com
. . 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 .politicsinthepub.org.a
Slgnature. 64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills Www-potttiest Py g-au




12

The Guardian
September 29 2010

In the name of justice

and happiness
Fidel’s message to the university students of Cuba

My dear comrades:

| asked that we meet early, before the heat
of our sun becomes too intense.

This stairway, to which | never imagined
I would be returning, keeps some indelible
memories of the years when | began to become
aware of our era and our duty. One can acquire
knowledge and awareness throughout one’s
lifetime but never in any other stage of one’s
existence will a person again have the purity
and selflessness with which, being young, one
faces up to life. At that age, | discovered my
true destiny.

Thus it is inevitable that, at these moments,
I am accompanied by the memory of so many
comrades whom | knew exactly 65 years ago.
It was during the first week of September that
I entered this university (Belen University,
Havana), the only one in the country. It is best
that | don’t even try to ask for each one of them,
and | just hold on to the memory of when they
were all young and full of enthusiasm and, as
arule, selfless and pure.

I am extremely encouraged to have present
those who today, as we were in yesteryear, even
incomparably more well-educated, freer and
more aware.

In those days, the power of brute force and
the brutality of force fell upon this university
hill, the lack of conscience and the corruption
applied upon our people.

Thanks to the example of those preceding
us, to the students massacred at the demand of
the hordes called the Spanish volunteers, many
of whom were born in this country who took
up service for the Spanish tyranny, thanks to
the Apostle of our Independence and to the
blood spilt by dozens of thousands of patriots
in three wars of independence, we have really
been preceded by a history which inspired our
struggles. We didn’t deserve to be a colony of
an empire that was even more powerful, that
took over our homeland and a good portion of
our national conscience, sowing fatalism with
the idea that it was impossible to shake off such
a hefty yoke.

Worse still, a powerful exploiting sector
had arisen which, at the service of the Empire’s
interests, was plundering the wealth of our
people, keeping them shackled and ignorant by
force and, not on a few occasions, using others
born in the country to act as the torturers and
murderers of their own brothers and sisters.

The Revolution put an end to those horrors
and it is because of that that we are able to meet
here on this September morning.

How far away we were after the triumph to
think that, on an occasion like this, we would
be returning to meet in efforts even greater and
with higher aims than those which, at a certain
time, seemed to us to be the highest goals of
peoples, in the name of justice and happiness
for human beings.

It would not seem to be possible that a
country as small as Cuba would be seen forced
to carry the weight of the struggle against those
who have globalised and submitted the world
to an inconceivable plunder, and have imposed
a system which today is threatening the very
survival of humankind.

I am not speaking only in favour of the
interests of our nation. One might say that such
objectives have been left behind, in the measure
that existence and the well-being of peoples
stopped being our objectives, in the name of

world interests, without which the life of nations
is impossible. It is also certain that, in our strug-
gles for national and social emancipation, our
country, the bastion of Spanish colonialism in
this hemisphere, was the first to be occupied
and the last to rid itself of the yoke after more
than 400 years of domination.

Our struggle for national liberation was
mixed together with the tenacious efforts of the
workers of our country for their social libera-
tion. It was not an act of will; it was an act
of fate. The merit of the Cuban people is that
they knew how to understand and strengthen
the indissoluble bonds between both. (Applause
and cries of “Viva Fidel!”)

The time humankind has to fight this battle
is incredibly limited. Throughout more than
three months of unceasing struggle I modestly
made the effort to reveal, to an inattentive world,
the terrible dangers that threaten human life on
our planet. It is well-known, and | have no other
alternative than to remember the fact, that we
are not living in an age of chivalry and the steel
of the swords accompanied by crossbows that
were preceded for centuries by battering rams
that demolished walls or tried to do so, or war
chariots drawn by horses with knives mounted
on the wheels; weapons, in brief, always cruel,
but with limited destructive power that humans
used to wage war on each other since they
invented the mace. Up to World Wars | and II,
when automatic weapons were used , tanks,
combat planes and flying fortresses, submarines,
torpedoes, armoured vehicles and aircraft car-
riers that raised the toll of lives lost to tens of
millions of humans, and to hundreds of millions
of victims of destruction, the wounded, the sick
and the hungry, inevitable consequences of wars.

Two nuclear devices were used at the end
of the last war. Mankind had never before
conceived such terrible destruction and exter-
mination. More than 60 years ago we speak of
the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki; with
that we have indicated that the destructive power
of accumulated weapons is equal to more than
four hundred and forty times the power of one
of those bombs. That’s how it is, that’s what
mathematics tells us. | add no more because
I would have to use rather tough words about
the causes and the people responsible for that
extremely sad reality.

But that was not enough. The desire for
economic and military domination by the first
ones to use those terrifying instruments of
destruction and death led humankind to the real
possibility of dying out, which we face today. |
don’t need to give you arguments for something
you already know very well. The problem of
peoples today, shall we say, of more than seven
billion human beings, is to prevent that such a
tragedy should occur.

I am not happy speaking about the pain-
ful truth that constitutes something of shame
for everything that is identified as policy or
government. This truth was deliberately hidden
from the world and the difficult task of warning
humankind of the real danger it is facing has
fallen upon Cuba. We must not falter in that
activity. Faced with sceptics, our unmistakable
duty is to continue fighting the battle. It is a fact
that a growing number of persons in the world
have become aware of the reality.

Commenting on the first part of the inter-
view published on August 30 by the director
of La Jornada in that prestigious Mexican
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newspaper, a citizen of Our America who
read it on the CubaDebate website voiced his
opinion with words that were so profound that
I decided to include the crux of his thoughts in
this message to the university students of Cuba:

“| call out to all the countries that today are
involved in military conflicts. Please, always
think about achieving true peace, that is what
we need most. Our children, our grandchildren
and the human beings of this world, all of us
will thank you. We need to live in peace and
security on a planet that day by day becomes less
liveable. It is very easy to understand. Nuclear
weapons should disappear, no country should
have them, atomic energy should only be used
for good. THE ONLY REAL VICTORY IS IN
ACHIEVING PEACE.

“Today we face two great challenges: the
consolidation of world peace and saving the
planet from climatic changes. The first is to
achieve a lasting peace on a solid basis, the
second is to reverse climate change. We have
to become aware of these problems that we
ourselves have created and that we are the
protagonists of the changes we must attain. The
panorama of the last century was not the same as
the one in this century. Weaponry, at this time,
is much more sophisticated and deadly and the
planet is weaker and more polluted.

“World Conference on Climate Change
in Cancun ... the only opportunity left to us.
We are getting to a critical point where there

L

is no turning back. At that moment, because
we are afraid, we would like to do anything
to save our lives, but by now everything is in
vain and it is too late. The opportunities in our
lives appear before us just once and we must
know how to make use of them. Our Mother
Nature is like a passive smoker who still has
not become addicted, we are making her sick
indiscriminately.

“Nobody has the right to use violence
against any human being, country or nation.
Nobody can cut down a tree if he hasn’t first
planted three. We cannot turn our backs on
nature. Quite the opposite, we must always
embrace her tightly. Because we ourselves are
nature, we are part of that fan of many colours,
sounds, balance and harmony. Nature is perfect.

“Kyoto signified hope for all human beings

“Enemies make wars. Let us eliminate all
the causes that make men see other men as
their enemies. Not even those who face each
other in a war are aware that this is the solu-
tion to their problems, they react to their emo-
tions and ignore their consciences mistakenly
thinking that the road to peace is war. | say,
without the least margin for error, that peace
is attained with peace and: IF YOU WANT
PEACE, GET READY TO CHANGE YOUR
CONSCIOUSNESS (Applause).”

Thank you very much.
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