
The Guardian
The Workers’ Weekly

September 15
2010

$1.50

# 1472

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA ISSN 1325-295X

2010 – 90TH YEAR OF COMMUNIST MOVEMENT IN AUSTRALIA

Most progressive voters would be 
happy with the result of the August 21 
federal election. A Gillard government 
reliant on the support of a Green mem-
ber of parliament, a former green and 
two other independents who broke their 
conservative party bonds on principled 
grounds – that has to be good news. In 
July next year the new Green Senators 
take their place to give their party the 
balance of power in the Upper House

Better still. But the Labor government 
will act to close this window of oppor-
tunity to keep its neo-liberal agenda on 
track. Unions and community organisa-
tions will have to push in a concerted 
way to ensure the best outcomes from the 
current situation and, at the same time, 
ensure that the current partial break with 
the old two party ways stays broken.

Family First loose cannon, Steve 
Fielding, will still hold part of the balance 
of power until July 2011. Like everybody 
else he is talking stability and coopera-
tion but has sworn to use his power to 
scuttle the much-weakened mining super 
profi ts tax.

A decisive factor will be how effec-
tively conservative political forces in both 
of the big old parties can contain the in-
fl uence of the Greens who were rewarded 
at the polls for presenting an appealing 
alternative to the rejected Howard/Rudd/
Gillard policy direction.

Locking in 
anti-people basics

For all its crow-eating humility, the 
Gillard government will try to keep the 
country steered on its current heading – 
privatisation, involvement in Afghanistan, 
an anti-union legislative regime, disre-
gard for asylum seekers, and so on. As 
independent Rob Oakeshott pointed 
out in his drawn-out announcement as 
to which side he would be supporting, 
nobody in the new parliament should 
dare use the word “mandate”.  They 
simply don’t have it from the voters of 
the country. That won’t stop the par-
liamentary Labor Party from trying to 
lock in certain “given” neo-liberal policy 

items against the wishes of many (if not 
most) voters.

The US alliance is still sacrosanct. 
Former PM Kevin Rudd is the new 
Foreign Minister. Gillard says he will be 
authorised to act as a “one-man band”. 
His pro-US credentials are impeccable, 
further polished at the Copenhagen cli-
mate change summit where he backed 
the US in thwarting the demand of the 
international community for an appro-
priate binding agreement on carbon 
emissions. An hour after he was sworn 
in as minister, Rudd was meeting with 
the US ambassador in Canberra. Stephen 
Smith is now Defence Minister. Don’t 
expect change in this big spending de-
partment, either.

The Greens were able to get a com-
mitment from Gillard’s team for a 
parliamentary debate on Australia’s par-

ticipation in the war in Afghanistan. The 
Australian people have never supported 
this commitment of Australian lives by 
the government. It is unlikely that the 
numbers in parliament would favour 
a withdrawal unless the cue is taken 
for a massive increase in activity in the 
community in support of the people’s 
demand for an end to the involvement. 
This movement has to be built quickly. 
So too does opposition to the offshore 
processing of asylum seekers. East 
Timor is to be approached again about 
this unwanted role.

Elsewhere the Gillard government 
is moving to present it most rightwing 
face. The power broking “faceless men” 
who orchestrated the downfall of Rudd 
have all been rewarded with ministries 
of varying seniority. Bill Shorten, Mark 
Arbib, Don Farrell and David Feeney 

have all done well out of Gillard’s min-
isterial reshuffl e. Negotiating a pro-people 
political framework with this line-up will 
not be easy.

The union background of some of 
these will not give any encouragement to 
the ACTU, which has called for a number 
of long-overdue changes in exchange for 
its loyalty. It wanted pattern bargaining 
to be permitted, fewer restrictions on the 
right to strike and, of course, the aboli-
tion of the anti-union Australian Building 
and Construction Commission.

The Greens favour the winding up of 
that workplace Gestapo, an end to the 
requirement for pre-strike secret ballots, 
the dropping of the ban on secondary 
boycotts under the Trade Practices Act 
and other pro-worker legislative changes.

Continued page 2

3page

Canberra
 or the bush

5page

Sports corruption

6page

Anti-Muslim push
 in Germany

8page

KKE responds
 to new threats

9page

Peace is possible:
Communist Party of Israel

Editorial
Election breakthrough – 
action needed

Photo: Donna McLaren



2 The Guardian
September 15 2010

 The Guardian
Issue 1472 September 15, 2010

PRESS FUND
The proposal by a Florida Christian religious leader, Terry 
Jones, to burn a copy of the Koran has highlighted the lack of 
US legislation to prevent this act, which in other countries would 
be illegal under laws that prohibit the incitement of hatred over 
race or religion. Doubtless the reverend gentleman would defend 
his action on the basis of freedom of speech. However, every right 
has a corresponding responsibility, and in this case Jones has an 
obligation to promote peace between peoples of different beliefs. 
The Guardian intends to cover this and other stories, but as always 
we need your help by way of contributions to the Press Fund, so 
your support for the next issue would be greatly appreciated. We 
extend our sincere thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
Angelo Attard $25, June Ayres $60, Steve Cooper $10, 
Ted Forbes $20, R Girvan $10, “Round Figure” $15
This week’s total: $140 Progressive total: $4,150  

Election breakthrough – 
action needed

Continued from page 1

Unwanted “improvements” 
among the sweeteners

Their job will not be easy. They may get support from Tasmanian 
independent Andrew Wilkie but it will probably not be forthcom-
ing from Tony Windsor, Bob Katter or Rob Oakeshott. They are 
all self-proclaimed supporters of small business. Rob Oakeshott 
wants retailers to be able to employ school age employees for shifts 
shorter than three hours, for example. A union and community 
campaign to achieve essential industrial relations changes will have 
to be mounted. 

Announcements made elsewhere should set alarm bells ringing. 
The federal government is joining the states in announcing changes 
to fast-track public-private partnerships (PPPs). The mechanism, 
which shelters private investment from risk with taxpayer dollars, 
has become unpopular after failures like the Brisbane Clem7 tun-
nel, Sydney’s Cross City and Lane Cove tunnels and Melbourne’s 
EastLink.

In education, the ministry has been split with Peter Garrett now 
acting as the Minister for Schools, Early Childhood and Youth, 
while Chris Evans becomes Minister for Jobs, Skills and Workplace 
Relations. The latter portfolio will share some responsibility for 
higher education, including the country’s universities. As part of 
the inducements for independents to come onboard the Gillard 
express, independents were promised $15 million of the $47 million 
worth of “facilitation payments” allocated as part of the roll out 
of greater school “autonomy”. The language is borrowed from UK 
PM David Cameron’s devious sales pitch for privatisation in the 
guise of “empowering communities”.

There is no doubt other commitment to regional communities 
will deliver benefi ts. The National Broadband Network will be rolled 
out in regional areas fi rst. The areas not taken in by that network 
will receive upgraded wireless and satellite services as a matter of 
priority. The tyranny of distance is set to become less tyrannical 
in our country. This asset should be kept in public hands and the 
struggle for it must be fought.

Other commitments to regional health and other infrastructure 
spending should be welcomed but the job will be to keep rorting 
private interests out of or under control. The promised boost to 
Aboriginal Medical Services is encouraging. Time will tell if there 
will be a break from the Noel Pearson inspired paternalism of the 
Howard/Rudd years.

No guarantees – action needed
Hopes for changes may be dashed very early in the piece if the 

community is not prepared to resist the “sky is falling” message 
that may be unleashed by the corporate media. Anybody old enough 
to remember the last year of the Whitlam government will know 
what that could be like. A wit commented at the time that if Gough 
Whitlam had walked across the waters of Canberra’s Lake Burley 
Griffi n, the headlines the next morning would have read “Gough 
fails to swim”.

There are indications already that sections of the media are 
gearing up for such a campaign. The Murdoch press can be counted 
on to pitch in if it would help limit the infl uence of the Greens 
in the parliament and progressive voices in the community. The 
Seven Network’s Sunrise program carried results of a viewer poll 
purporting to show that 88 percent of respondents would rather 
go back to the polls to elect a new government than go forward 
with the current, more open situation. Expect more of this sort of 
“research” to be aired in the near future.

The forces for progressive change must make it clear that a 
corner has been turned. We are not going back to the days of 
false “choices” between rightwing programs from Labor and the 
Coalition. A new politics is needed. We have seen glimpses of the 
possibilities. The changes currently within reach must be campaigned 
for vigorously and new political forces made ready to join the fi ght.

Perth rallies for 
the Cuban Five
Elizabeth Hulm

On September 12 around 25 people 
gathered at the Wesley Church 
corner in Perth city to mark the 
12th anniversary of the unjust 
incarceration of the Cuban Five. 
Shoppers were told about the 3,400 
people who have been brutally 
murdered by the actions of terror-
ist groups based in Miami.

Speakers talked about the 

injustice against these fi ve 
Cuban heroes who harmed no 
one but were imprisoned after 
giving information they had 
collected about these terrorist 
groups operating against 
Cuba from US soil to the US 
government, hoping the US 
would live up to its rhetoric 
against terrorism and intervene 
to jail the terrorists. Many 
shoppers stopped to fi nd out 

more and to sign a petition for 
the freedom of the Five.

Following speeches the rally 
marched through the Hay Street 
Mall handing out leafl ets to 
interested shoppers, calling for 
Obama to exercise his power 
to rectify the grave injustice of 
this politically motivated attack 
on fi ve brave men who were 
fi ghting against terrorism. 

Anti-bikie laws will 
criminalise innocent 
group activity
Victorians will be more threatened 
by any anti-terrorism style laws, 
seeking to outlaw congregations of 
people with like interests, than they 
would be with any bikie groups in 
the state, the Australian Lawyers 
Alliance said today. 

The Alliance was responding 
to calls made by the Victorian 
opposition, for Victoria to follow 
moves by NSW Police to outlaw 
motorcycle gangs in the state. “We 
don’t endorse violence and criminal 
activity but we sure don’t endorse 
anti-terrorism style laws, either,” 
ALA’s Greg Barns said. 

“The difficulty with such an 
approach is it criminalises what might 

be innocent activity – such as people 
meeting together; as well as the 
actions of friends and relatives who 
associate with bikie gang members,” 
he said. “It would make criminal 
being a member of a group no matter 
what a person’s role,” he said.

Mr Barns said fundamental 
threads of our justice system were 
under threat with such a move – 
freedom of association, the rule of 
law and the separation of powers. 
“This trend to limit civil liberties 
started post-2001 when the federal 
government sought greater control 
under the guise of protection with the 
anti-terror laws.

“We have already seen some 

of the damage such a policy has 
created, with the wrongful arrest of 
Mohamed Haneef and the resulting 
compensation pending in a wrongful 
arrest claim currently lodged against 
the Australian government.

“Now we have the latest push 
with the introduction of ‘anti-bikie’ 
legislation, in some states of Australia, 
and we can expect more innocent 
people will be locked up as a result, 
costing Australian tax-payers more 
in compensation.” Mr Barns said 
the best way to protect democracy 
and strengthen law and order was by 
protecting people’s civil rights and 
one of these was the right to associate 
freely with others. 

Sydney

A meeting of Retired Union members and their guests 

The scourge of asbestos in Australia
Speakers:  Barry Robson, Pres Asbestos Diseases Foundation

Maree Stokes, V/President Asbestos Diseases Foundation
Stephen Hayter, V/President NSW ARTU

10:30am Thursday, September 23
Tom Mann Thearte 136 Calmers Street, Surry Hills
Authorised by: NSW Alliance of Retired Trade Unionists in cooperation with CRUMA.
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Peter Mac

Will the minority federal govern-
ment actually deliver badly needed 
improvements to regional areas? 
Education and health services in 
regional Australia suffer from 
chronic shortfalls, partly because 
of diffi culties in attracting staff 
to work there, but also because 
of the dismissive attitude of both 
the major parties towards country 
residents.

The National Party, which 
claimed to best represent the interests 
of country residents, came to take 
their loyalty for granted, and the 
Liberals and the Labor Party paid 
insuffi cient attention to their needs. 
But the political situation in regional 
Australia is now undergoing a 
remarkable transformation.

The Gillard government has been 
forced to accept many demands from 
Melbourne Greens MP Adam Bandt 
and from the independents, Andrew 
Wilkie, Rob Oakeshott and Tony 
Windsor, whose support allowed 
Labor to retain power.

Windsor and Oakeshott, who 
both represent regional electorates, 
were subjected to abuse from hostile 
National Party supporters. However, 
others expressed friendship and 
support. This is at least partly due 
to their great personal popularity, 
but more significantly due to 
growing disillusion with many of the 
conservative parties’ policies.

Far from being remote from the 
centres of political activity, regional 
Australia is beset with major confl icts 
between agricultural, industrial and 
fi nancial corporations on the one 
hand, and employees and small 
farmers on the other. The issues 
include disputes over water use and 
allocations, and pollution of water, 
soil and the atmosphere, to mention 
just a few.

As an example, the proposal by 
mining interests to carry out longwall 
mining beneath the fertile Liverpool 
Plains has evoked bitter local 
opposition. Last week another dispute 
erupted after energy corporation AGL 
dumped in a paddock 120,000 litres 
of salt-polluted waste water from its 
coal-gas exploration drill site near 
Broke in the NSW Hunter Valley.

AGL’s excuse that it was legally 
entitled to do so was not appreciated 
by local farmers, or by representatives 
of the local wine, horse-breeding 
and tourism industries, who have 
been campaigning for years against 
pollution from massive open-cut coal 
mining operations in the Hunter.

The changing 
rural climate

All three of the regionally-
based independents were formerly 
members of the National Party, which 
claims to represent the interests of 
farmers. However, all three quit 
and ran as independents after major 
disagreements with the party, which 
had become inextricably tied to 
Liberal policies that serve the interests 
of the monopoly mining, industrial 
and agricultural corporations. 

In their post-election discussions 
with the ALP and the coalition, Bandt 
and the independents demanded 
integrity in government. Wilkie, a 
former intelligence offi cial who blew 
the whistle over the “weapons of mass 
destruction” lie used by US President 
George W Bush and the Howard 
government to justify the invasion of 
Iraq, demanded that they tell the truth, 
a position enthusiastically supported 
by the other independents and the 
general public.

The third country independent, 
Bob Katter, eventually threw in 
his lot with the Coalition, albeit 
very grudgingly. For their part, 
both Windsor and Oakeshott were 
determined to ensure that post-
election promises made to them by the 
two major parties would not disappear 
after a government was formed.

They suspected that Tony 
Abbott’s offers of millions of dollars 
for projects in their electorates were 
not plausible in terms of overall 
budget expenditure. This was 
confi rmed by a critical assessment 
from the Commonwealth Treasury, 

but also by Abbott’s notoriously wild 
and opportunistic handling of fi gures. 
Oakeshott commented wryly that as 
the talks with Abbott progressed, his 
offers “just kept getting bigger and 
better!”

Finally, one of the most signifi cant 
features of the election was the rise 
of the Greens. Public attention has 
focused on Adam Bandt’s win in 
the seat of Melbourne. However, the 

Greens’ vote has also been steadily 
increasing in country electorates, 
in spite of snarling conservative 
denigration of the Greens’ policies, 
particularly over the issue of climate 
change, which Tony Abbott once 
described as “absolute crap”.

Old loyalties die hard, but many 
country residents are now questioning 
the policies and motivation of the 
Liberals and Nationals. Their very 
futures depend on the climate, 
and clear evidence of changes in 
weather patterns, combined with grim 
scientifi c reports from the CSIRO 
and the UN’s Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) are 

forcing country people to rethink their 
traditional allegiances.

A position of power
The pivotal position enjoyed by the 

Greens and independents has already 
borne fruit in new commitments from 
the Gillard government, regarding 
the introduction of a carbon price, 
recognition of Aboriginal people as 
original custodians of the land in 

the Constitution, improvements in 
parliamentary conduct, restrictions on 
poker machine use, debating Australia’s 
participation in the Afghanistan war, and 
providing new education funding with 
emphasis on regional Australia.

A number of measures that 
were opposed by the Coalition will 
proceed, including the delivery of 
broadband services, as well as a 
number of long-awaited initiatives in 
the independents’ electorates.

Moreover, last week Greens 
leader Bob Brown pointed out to 
Tony Abbott that since Labor and 
Coalition forces in the Lower House 
are almost equally divided, the Greens 

and independents could unite to pass 
progressive legislation.

Under the agreement which 
allowed Labor to form a government, 
the Greens and independents will 
oppose a “no confi dence” motion 
or any bill aimed at cutting supply. 
However, in other respects they retain 
their independence and may vote as 
they please. Brown’s suggestion may 
well be a terrifying prospect for Abbott, 

who would be forced to put his money 
where his mouth is, but it is very good 
news for average Australians.

Tony Windsor and Rob Oakeshott 
have declined offers from the Gillard 
government to accept ministerial 
positions in the new government, 
because doing so would compromise 
their independence. Given a choice 
between Canberra or the bush, 
they chose the latter. As a result, 
the position of power now held by 
the Greens and independents holds 
promise of much better times for 
Australian taxpayers – and especially 
for those who live in rural and 
regional Australia. 

Canberra or the Bush

Pete’s Corner

The political situation in regional 
Australia is now undergoing a 

remarkable transformation.

Sydney

CFMEU Farewell & Solidarity Concert
Andrew Ferguson has been nominated by the ALP Socialist Left as a 

candidate for the NSW Legislative Council. It is expected that this nomination 
will be endorsed by the ALP and Andrew will be in a winnable position and 

will be elected to state parliament at the next state elections. 

Andrew has worked for the CFMEU for more than 30 years dedicated to 
workers’ rights, social justice and international solidarity. From Palestine to 

solidarity with the Cuban revolution, the CFMEU has been uncompromising. 

You are invited to our Farewell for Andrew. In a continuation of our tradition 
of internationalism, CFMEU Offi cer, Rita Mallia, will report on her recent 

two week visit to Colombia. Proceeds from the Farewell will be contributed 
to assist the struggle for human rights in Colombia. Rita was a guest of 

Sinaltrainal, the food manufacturing union that represents workers employed 
by multinationals, such as Coca Cola, Kraft and Unilever. In addition 
to visiting picket lines and trade unions across Colombia, Rita visited 

imprisoned trade unionists and fi lmmaker Liliany Obando. Liliany has now 
been in jail for nearly two years, unconvicted of any crime. 

Friday October 8, 6.30pm
CFMEU, Level 2 / 10 Railway Street, Lidcombe

Special guests JJ Son con Idalbelis from Santiago de Cuba
Entrance $5.00 – Dinner and drinks on sale
All proceeds for human rights in Colombia

Adam Bandt. Andrew Wilkie. Rob Oakeshott. Tony Windsor.
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Australian building materials mak-
er James Hardie Industries lost 
a tax appeal case in a courtroom 
on September 1 that could affect 
the troubled company’s ability to 
make payments under terms of the 
Asbestos Injuries Compensation 
Fund. Under a mandatory agree-
ment with the state government 
of New South Wales, Hardie must 
pay 35 percent of its annual cash 
fl ow to the fund.

A federal court judge ruled 
last week that James Hardie owes 
back taxes to the government in the 
amount of $357.4 million, plus inter-
est, for dodging taxes in 1998 when 
it formally moved ownership of US 
subsidiaries out of Australia.

The September 1 decision by 
a federal court judge in Australia, 
upholding a Taxation Offi ce ruling 
from that 1998 case, means that 
Hardie will need a fresh infusion 
of money to meet its liability com-
mitments to victims of asbestos and 

asbestos-related diseases, according to 
the Australian Manufacturing Workers 
Union (AMWU).

Lawyers who represent victims 
also expressed fear that the company 
will completely default on immediate 
and future obligations.

The AMWU said prior to the 
ruling that if James Hardie were to 
win the appeal, it would demand 
that the $275 million cash windfall 
due the company go directly to the 
compensation fund. The AMWU said 
James Hardie has not made a payment 
into the fund in 2009-2010, and the 
bottoming-out of the home-building 
market inside the global fi nancial 
crisis seriously jeopardises the com-
pensation fund.

The AMWU further states that 
victims’ claims average $110 million 
per year, but that James Hardie has 
made suffi cient profi ts only once in 
the past seven years to cover a full 
year’s liabilities.

Last week’s case involved the 

company’s wholly-owned affili-
ate RCI Pty using a tax avoidance 
scheme, as determined by the Tax 
Commissioner, for the purpose of 
the subsidiary gaining a tax benefi t.

One Australian press account said 
the verdict “cements the reputation of 
James Hardie’s board and manage-
ment of the 1990s and early 2000s 
as putting more effort into minimis-
ing liabilities than was good for the 
company.

“James Hardie has been mired in 
scandal after using legal arguments in 
2004 to deny liability to pay asbestos 
compensation,” said the press report. 
“The furor over asbestos, which 
forced the company to resume respon-
sibility, was prompted by a global 
restructure in 2001, which built on a 
1998 restructure that is at the centre 
of the tax dispute.” 

Cloud over asbestos 
victims’ payments

After a bomb threat on an 
Air China flight at Sydney 
International Airport, baggage 
handlers have said they were 
appalled after management told 
them to handle and screen a 
suspect bag.

Transport Workers Union nation-
al secretary Tony Sheldon said there 
were inadequate systems in place 
to handle the threat, and members 
found it frightening the police were 
not even called in to investigate.

“On the eve of the anniversary 
of September 11, the community, 
industry and workforce have been 
let down again by the people in 
charge of our aviation industry,” Mr 
Sheldon said.

“What do we have to do get 
our employers, industry leaders and 
government to put proper proce-
dures in place to protect our safety? 
We shouldn’t actually have to see a 
bomb go off before there is action.

“Once again we are using 18th 
century techniques like putting a 
canary down the mineshaft to test 
the air – except in this case the 

testing agent is a person with a 
family.”

The union says there needs to 
be a full audit of all procedures 
across the airport and industry by 
an independent agency. “We want 
to see refresher training for front-
line aviation industry workers and 
an inquiry into repeated failures of 
security in the aviation industry.

“We also need to ask why 
airlines, airports and governments 
have failed to implement recom-
mendations of previous inquiries, 
including the Wheeler report, and 
action to reduce the actions caused 
by untrained and unscreened out-
side contractors.

“On top of this, we need Qantas 
to ensure their workforce is thor-
oughly trained – in February we saw 
WorkCover criticise the company 
after it found there had not been fi re 
drills on the ground for years. 

Delegates of the Transport 
Workers Union are meeting to 
discuss a list of demands to be put 
to Qantas. “We want action,” Mr 
Sheldon said. 

Review called for 
after bomb scare The Australian Education Union 

(AEU) has welcomed the return 
of a Gillard ALP government as 
Independent Rob Oakeshott made 
clear that supporting regional 
education had been crucial in 
his decision to support a Labor 
administration.

Abbott’s plans to take the axe 
to education spending – including 
cuts to the computers in schools 
and trade training programs which 
overwhelmingly benefi t students 
in public schools – came back to 
haunt him as they were cited by 
Oakeshott as reasons he could not 
support the Coalition.

And he called the state of 
regional education – where public 

education is by far the dominant 
provider – a “disgrace” which hit 
disadvantaged and Indigenous 
students in particular.

His comments must be seen 
as a vote of confi dence in the 
Gillard government’s review of 
federal schools funding and the 
urgent need for it to redress the 
balance after years in which the 
funding formula created by the 
previous Howard Coalition gov-
ernment delivered disproportion-
ate funds to private schools. At 
the same time the share going to 
public education shrank.

The AEU is calling for a new 
formula based on need.

AEU Victorian president 

Mary Bluett said: “This outcome 
highlights the need now for every 
school to make a submission to 
the federal funding review and 
provide a strong basis for us to 
seek a better deal for public edu-
cation before the next election.”

Public education gained dis-
appointingly little media cover-
age during the fi ve-week election 
period but the AEU campaigned 
heavily across Australia to warn 
of the impact of Abbott’s cuts. 
In Victoria – which saw a swing 
to Labor – the AEU held pub-
lic meetings and leafl eted in 
marginals to raise the profi le of 
public education as an election 
issue. 

Education back in 
federal spotlight

National Union of Workers 
members working at Qenos in 
Altona, Victoria can now breathe 
easy after a collaborated effort to 
cease methyl bromide fumigation 
was successful.

The union’s health and safety rep 
support offi cer, Chin Lim, received 
a call from Qenos health and safety 
offi cer Lou Mercieca advising that 
members at the site had grave con-
cerns about methyl bromide fumi-
gation being conducted at Viking 
Transport next door to their site.

Lou had found that logs were 

being removed from areas burnt in 
the Black Saturday bushfi res and 
fumigated in large piles next door to 
Qenos, prior to being exported for 
timber. Methyl bromide is a known 
carcinogen which has been banned 
in the EU. Recent research indicates 
that it may also cause motor neurone 
disease. It had been phased out of use 
in Australia since 2004, but could still 
be used for fumigation of import and 
export material. It is a colourless and 
odourless gas.

The union contacted Worksafe 
and Hobsons Bay Council. The 

Council has informed Qenos members 
that there will be no more fumiga-
tion occurring at Viking. Viking has 
removed all fumigated logs from 
the site.

In response to concerns raised by 
Lou, Qenos agreed to test the areas 
adjacent to Viking and found that any 
traces of Methyl Bromide were within 
safe levels.

Chin urged workers to be vigilant 
about the dangers of methyl bromide, 
particularly at sites where members 
unpack import containers. 

Workers breathe easy

Waterside workers in Newcastle 
last week refused to work a 
ship with unmarked pre-slung 
loads. Glen Williams, Maritime 
Union of Australia (MUA) organ-
iser reported the ropes were not 
marked and were therefore unable 
to be referenced against any of the 
certifi cates.

“So members refused to use 
them,” he said. “They were told 
that other ports have been using 
them, but agreed to use Australian 
Standard lifting slings instead.

“Mal Lingard from Newcastle 
Stevedores gave me copies of the 
lifting certifi cates from a vessel,” 
said Glen. “Mal is concerned that 
other ports are using these wire 
ropes and that it could potentially 
be an accident waiting to happen.”

Glen spoke to Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority and they 
say that provided the slings are 
marked and can be referenced to 
the certifi cates and if slings have 
been inspected then they can be 
used.

MUA assistant national secre-
tary Warren Smith immediately 
warned other branches that any 
slings that can’t be matched to cer-
tifi cation must not be utilised.

“If in doubt the branch should 
be contacted and an inspector 
called out to determine the safety 
of any certifi cation especially in 
relation to slings that have no 
apparent markings on them,” 
he said. “Act safely in the fi rst 
instance.” 

Newcastle wharfies down tools over safety

Sydney
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Bob Briton

The worldwide response to the 
Pakistan fl oods has been poor. 
Part of the reason for the lack 
of solidarity in countries like 
Australia is the widespread belief 
that donations and aid would 
disappear down a sinkhole of 
corruption. Why is Pakistan, in 
particular, associated with the 
scourge of corruption? President 
Asif Ali Zadari’s own reputation is 
marred by transnational kickback 
allegations.

Images of his luxurious lifestyle 
contrasted with the suffering of 
millions of homeless fl ood victims 
have added to the reticence. Perhaps 
the biggest factor at the moment is 
the ongoing exposé of bribe taking 
by the country’s top cricket players. 
Unfortunately, the media treatment 
of the scandals contains more than a 
whiff of prejudice and hypocrisy for 
which Pakistan’s sick and homeless 
are paying a high price.

“Pakistan is corrupt and it’s no 
surprise some of its players refl ect 
this,” wrote Scyld Berry, cricket 
correspondent for London’s Sunday 
Telegraph in a piece carried in The 
Age recently. “Pakistan’s dressing 
room is unusual. The fi rst language is 
not English. Muslim prayers are said 
and Ramadan, as now, is observed,” 
he added.

“Pakistanis play to a different 
code, but it is not so different as to be 
oblivious to the impropriety of fraud,” 
opined Age columnist Greg Baum. 
Some commentators have noted that 
the massive Indian Cricket League 
and Indian Premier Leagues are home 
to many shady deals, as well, but the 
“corruption” tag is attached most 
fi rmly to Pakistani cricket and, by 
extension, the whole country.

Some have sought to defend the 
Pakistani cricketers. Former Pakistan 
coach, Australian Geoff Lawson, 
wrote in a widely quoted opinion 
piece that he never noticed anything 
like a “fi x” during his 2007-2008 
stint as coach. He spoke very highly 
of current players Salman Butt and 
Mohammad Aamer. Mohammad Asif 
is noted as having spent a lot of his 
time looking after his sick mother and 
a lot of his money on looking after 
his family.

The former coach muddied 
the waters somewhat by adding 
that if any fi xing does take place 
it might be due to threats from 
ruthless underworld fi gures rather 
any fi nancial inducements offered 

to the relatively lowly paid players. 
He recalled a distressing incident 
involving a player who was told he 
would not be playing in an upcoming 
match. Lawson later visited the team 
selector who said: “We must pick [the 
player who had earlier approached 
me]. I have been told that if he is not 
in the team tomorrow, my daughter 
will be kidnapped and I will not see 
her again.”

“Spot fixing”
There is defi nitely a story to 

tell about the effects of illegal 
bookmaking and suspected 
involvement of organised crime in 
Pakistani cricket. Some lapses and 
results strongly suggest match fi xing. 
The media has an obvious role in 
bringing it to the light. The above-
mentioned Scyld Berry retold an 
account by “a former Test player” of 
an approach from crooks involved in 
the branch of illegal gambling known 
as “spot fi xing”. Bets can be laid on 
many aspects of a game, the number 
of sundries, the name of the 12th man, 
for example, and not just the outcome.

Berry’s source recalls being 
confronted in his hotel room by two 
Pakistani girls in western clothes. He 
thought they were autograph hunters 
and thought little of the encounter but 
a lapse of concentration allowed two 
men to enter the room. They proceed 
to offer a $10,000 bribe to the player 
to let four byes go off the fi rst ball 
the following day. When the player 
said he wasn’t interested, the bribe 
was doubled and then favours from 
women were mentioned.

The tales are lurid and speculation 
is rife. In Pakistan there is deep 
suspicion that former national coach 
Bob Woolmer was murdered in 
Jamaica by underworld fi gures for 
threatening to expose match fi xing 
in his own team. 

Spoiling the party
While all these Pakistan cricket-

related stories were playing out in 
the sports pages and the problem 
of corruption was depicted as being 
“over there”, there came some 
unwelcome reminders of Australia’s 
own frailties. As is widely known, 
Melbourne Storm NRL club was hit 
with a series of hefty penalties for 
breaching player salary caps. Two 
premierships and all of this season’s 
points were stripped from the club. 
Now come allegations that NRL 
players may have been involved in 
two gambling-related incidents.

There was an extraordinary 

betting plunge on the minimum 
expected margin by which the Tigers 
would beat the Storm when they 
played on August 29. The expected 
winning margin for the Tigers swelled 
from 5.5 points to 11.5 points before 
the match. Many betting agencies 
reported holding 100 percent more 
bets than on an average game. The 
Tigers ultimately won by 12 points.

Eight days earlier, Bulldogs 
front rower Ryan Tandy conceded 
a penalty to Cowboys in front of 
goal. Gambling agencies take bets 
for scenarios such as the fi rst points 
of the game being scored through a 
penalty. Punters stood to win almost 
$250,000 if the Cowboys kicked a 
penalty as their fi rst scoring play. 
Ultimately, the Cowboys tapped the 
ball and scored a try out wide instead. 
Tandy – a regular gambler – denies 
having a problem and has denied 
owing any money other that a $5,000 
interest-free loan to retailer Harvey 
Norman. He insists he is innocent but 
police are investigating.

Rugby League is not the only 
Australian sport to have been 
beset with these sorts of problems.  
Australian cricket has had shadows 
of doubt fall upon it from time to 
time. While playing at Headingly in 
England during the 1981 Test tour, 
Dennis Lilley and Rod Marsh noticed 
500-1 odds of an England victory on 
the scoreboard during a game and, 
believing the odds unduly pessimistic, 
placed bets on the outcome. Australia 
had been in a strong position. England 
pulled off a remarkable comeback 
win and the Australian pair collected 
£7,500 between them.

Gambling on cricket is nearly 
as old as the game. Gambling on 
horse racing and other forms of 
sport is not new, either, but its 
startling proliferation and its growing 
destructive infl uence on sport and 
on gamblers needs to be analysed 
and addressed. It can’t be seen in 
isolation from burgeoning corporate 
involvement through sponsorship 
deals, broadcasting rights, the rather 
perverse marketing of sporting (and 
other) personalities. The size of the 
profi ts to be made draws the criminal 
element into sport like ants to a picnic.

Australia has a gambling problem. 
Formerly community-based club 
sports have been twisted beyond 
recognition by heedless commercial 
interests. Painting corruption in sport 
as a Pakistani issue is feeding very 
harmful stereotypes and set back aid 
efforts. 

Australia

“Their” sports corruption 
and “ours”

Salman Butt was appointed captain of the Pakistan Test squad in July. 
In August he was implicated in allegations of spot-fixing, and is 
currently being investigated by British police.

NSW Planning Minister Tony Kelly 
told parliament on two occasions 
this month that Tillegra Dam was 
being developed to secure water 
supplies for the NSW Central 
Coast as well as the Lower Hunter.

Since the 2007 announcement 
of federal funding for the Mardi 
to Mangrove pipeline to secure 
the Central Coast’s water supply 
in drought periods, Tillegra has no 
longer been required for Wyong and 
Gosford shires.

In December 2008, Water 
Minister Phil Costa told the Central 
Coast mayors that they would not 
be paying for the dam.

The No Tillegra Dam Group 

says Hunter Water customers 
have already begun to pay for the 
dam, while the recent regulator’s 
determination on water pricing for 
Central Coast households did not 
include any Tillegra costs.

Unless there has been a dra-
matic but secret change of direction 
by the Keneally government, the 
Planning Minister has displayed 
an extraordinary level of ignorance 
about the $477 million project that 
is currently being assessed by his 
Department.

The proposal is expected to 
go to Planning Minister Kelly for 
determination in the near future. 
Group member Greens NSW MP 

John Kaye said: “Either NSW 
Planning Minister Tony Kelly is 
deeply ignorant of the highly con-
troversial project that he will be 
assessing in the near future, or there 
is something the Keneally govern-
ment has not told us.

“Either way it is yet another 
example of the profoundly mud-
dled case for Tillegra Dam. It is 
clear that neither the Hunter nor the 
Central Coast need this project to 
secure their water supplies yet the 
government persists with the appli-
cation without really knowing what 
it is for.”

He said Hunter residents should 
not have to pay for water supply 

infrastructure for the Central Coast 
and that If the Keneally govern-
ment wants to make it a project for 
Wyong and Gosford shires, then 
they should start again with a new 
pricing arrangement and a new 
environmental report.

“While Hunter households are 
on the brink of being forced to bear 
the costs of a $477 million dam 
they don’t need, Planning Minister 
Tony Kelly who is the fi nal consent 
authority, is confused as to where 
the water will be used.”

“The Keneally government 
wants to rip almost half a billion 
dollars out of the Hunter’s economy 
without knowing why they are 

doing it. They must stop before it 
is too late and ask both the commu-
nity and experts how to proceed.

“Without an independent 
inquiry into the future water needs 
of the Lower Hunter, there is a 
real risk that the wetlands will be 
destroyed, the economy damaged 
and household water bills infl ated 
for no sensible reason.

“Planning Minister Tony Kelly 
has provided an exceptionally 
good illustration of the need for 
the project to be put on hold while 
an independent inquiry sorts out 
exactly what are the future water 
needs of Newcastle and the lower 
Hunter,” Dr Kaye said. 

Hunter already paying for proposed dam
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Germany: Right wing conducts 
anti-Muslim campaign
Victor Grossman

BERLIN: The “mosque menace” is not 
confi ned to lower Manhattan or the United 
States. In many European countries similar 
alarms are sounded.

Although, according to Sarkozy in France, 
Berlusconi in Italy and the militarized neo-
fascist Jobbik party in Hungary, the danger 
is more from the Roma people (also called 
Gypsies), more often than not it’s Muslims who 
are targeted as a “menacing threat.” Switzerland 
had its referendum against minarets, right wing 
Geert Wilders’ Party for Freedom (PVV) got 
third place for his “Hate Islam” party in the 
Netherlands; now bar-room battlers in Germany 
are being called to struggle against the Turks and 
any or all of their Islamic fellow-religionists.

The best-known crusader for Germanic 
purity at the moment is Thilo Sarrazin, no 
typical rabble-rouser but a fi nely dressed, proper 
looking Prussian-type banker, with bristly 
moustache and a slightly drooping right eye. To 
the embarrassment of some of its leaders he has 
long been a member of the Social Democratic 
Party, and for years was Minister of Finance in 
the city-state of Berlin.

In those days, his righteous anger was not 
focused against immigrant groups but against 
“lower castes” in general, and he wielded sharp 
scissors against social programs. Since Berlin 
has been heavily in debt for years, this was long 
accepted as unpleasant necessity. His notoriety 
began with comments that the jobless should 
be satisfi ed with the dole money they got, or 
even less; a sausage and some sauerkraut made 
a good, inexpensive dinner, he pointed out, 
and as for heating, he found “...people should 
consider whether they can’t get along at home 
quite sensibly with 15-16 degrees by putting on 
a heavy sweater.”

He insisted that pensions should really be 
cut not raised, and people should take care 
of pension problems privately, with as little 
government aid as possible.

As for families he inquired: “How can I 
arrange things so that only those people get 
children who can manage with them. Some 
women get two, three or more children even 
though they lack the where-with-all” or the 
“personal characteristics” to see to their 
education.  That means that the social system 
must be altered “so people are not able to 
improve their standard of living simply by 
having children, as is the case today.”

All too gradually, Sarrazin became 
impossible as a Social Democratic minister 
in a city-state government, especially when 

the Left Party joined to form a coalition. 
Therefore he was kicked upstairs into an 
extremely remunerative job on the top fl oor 
of the Federal Bank, a cousin of the American 
Federal Reserve bank. Before leaving, he fi red 
off a fi nal salvo indicating his new fi eld of 
endeavour. In an interview targeting especially 
the three to four million people in Germany 
with a Turkish background, he asserted: “I 
don’t have to recognise anyone who lives off 
this state, but rejects this state, and who doesn’t 
properly care for the education of his children 
while constantly producing more little girls to 
wear headscarves.”

Quite understandably, the Turkish 
population, citizens and non-citizens, of 
fi rst, second or third generation, pointed out 

indignantly that it was they who had done 
much of the heavy, dirty work in rebuilding 
West Germany, often at low pay, and who now, 
in countless cases, were moving into a wide 
variety of trades and professions. The fact that 
all too many were still caught in semi-slums, 
received only second or third class education 
and were rejected when job hunting, with all the 
consequences, was not completely their fault. 
And many were making real contributions to 
society.

But Sarrazin stepped up his attacks: “The 

Turks are conquering Germany, just like the 
Kosovars conquered Kosovo, with a higher 
birthrate.”

He extended his attacks to the many more 
recent Arab immigrants: “Since Arab boys can’t 
make out with their Arab girls they use easier-
to-get lower-class German girls whom they then 
despise for being so easy to make out with.”

At the same time he attacked Turkish 
men for not marrying in Germany but instead 
importing “illiterate Turkish women.” He 
insisted that Muslims were less intelligent, and 
their increase a threat to the general intelligence 
level in Germany. All of this clearly aimed at 
building on and increasing existing prejudices 
and getting groups to look down upon or hate 
each other.

The unions opposed him, his Social 
Democratic Party also picked up the criticisms, 
though an attempt to expel him from his 
Berlin party group was unsuccessful. His 
new institution, the Federal Bank, cautiously 
criticised him for engaging in political 
statements which had nothing to do with 
banking, but kept him on in his high managerial 
position.

Now Sarrazin has published a book, 
“Deutschland schafft sich ab” (Germany Does 
Away With Itself), which warns in dire terms 

that unless German women hurry up and have 
more children, the country will be overrun and 
ruled by Muslims in a number of decades. He 
claims that there are such things as Jewish genes, 
which he praises, and Turkish genes, which are 
responsible for the lower intelligence rates. Most 
leaders of the Jewish Congregation objected 
to any such references to “Jewish genes” and 
were highly critical, but some members joined 
in attacks against the Muslims.

The book was publicised in the entire media 
with talk shows, reprints, debates. Some, as in 
the Springer press (similar to Murdoch’s media 
empire), were highly appreciative and reprinted 
long excerpts, others were highly critical. But 
the result was that the fi rst edition sold out 
immediately.

The Social Democratic Party is still thinking 
over what to do about him (while one of its 
most prominent “wise men”, former Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt, expressed barely-disguised 
affi rmation: “If he had expressed himself a little 
less crudely I could have agreed with much of 
what he said.”)

Therein lay the true danger connected with 
Thilo Sarrazin: Not in any imagined Muslim 
rule some day, a totally ridiculous idea when 
confronted by the facts, but rather that so very 
many Germans have been infected by the 
bacteria of nationalism and xenophobia, fearing 
or hating anything new or strange to them. Such 
feelings, all too common all over Europe, but 
have an especially sinister tradition in Germany, 
especially in times of economic depression, 
which can occur or reoccur almost anytime.

Seventy years ago the menace was 
supposedly the “Jewish danger”. Now it’s 
Muslims.

Two very different reactions should not 
be overlooked. Gesine Lötzsch, co-president 
of the Left Party, insisted that a man with 
such views was “intolerable in such a public 
position.” The same party’s delegate in the 
Bundestag, Sevim Dagdelen, herself from an 
immigrant background, denounced Sarrazin’s 
“racist tirades.”

“It is unacceptable that a managing member 
of the Federal Bank spreads such poison which 
splits society,” she said and called on the Social 
Democrats to “do something at last and expel 
Sarrazin from their party” while comparing 
his views with those of the neo-Nazi National 
Democratic Party.

Sure enough, the neo-Nazi Internet bloggers 
were quick to voice support for Sarrazin. With 
an anti-Muslim group called PRO Berlin making 
plans to enter next year’s elections in the capital 
city, and with growing ties between racist, anti-
Muslim groups in many countries, the call for 
opposition to Thilo Sarrazin and his propaganda 
gained dramatic urgency.
People’s World 

The best-known crusader for Germanic purity at the moment is Thilo Sarrazin.

Seventy years ago the menace was 
supposedly the “Jewish danger”. 
Now it’s Muslims.
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Flood devastations in Pakistan
Statement Communist Party of Pakistan
Destruction brought upon the natural 
habitat and environment by the profi t thirsty 
capitalist system, has caused drastic changes, 
ruining the weather and natural climate.

Industrial gases, automobile pollution and 
radiation from nuclear tests are a few examples, 
which have destroyed the protective ozone 
layer. Waste from the industrial mega cities 
has badly contaminated the oceans’ and rivers’ 
habitat, with unnatural conditions subsequently 
instigating catastrophic environmental prob-
lems and events.

Katrina, Tsunami and the monsoon lethal 
rains and fl ooding have unleashed utter devasta-
tions and calamities the world over.

The prevailing conditions of continuous 
lethal monsoon rains has brought upon the 
people of Pakistan a calamity of Biblical 
proportions, and the fl ood has not only made 
more than 20 million people homeless, but 
has forced them to migrate to far away areas.

In the prevailing circumstances of mass 
migrations, the outbreak of water born diseases 
and other health conditions are expected to 
follow soon. News of tens of deaths daily, 
has begun

Around two million children are directly 
affected as victims of this havoc.

Pakistan is basically an agricultural coun-
try; approximately US$15 billion worth of 
crops and agricultural land is lost to the fl ood, 
where damage caused by rains is at this time 
too much to be able to calculate.

Ninety percent of the under water canals 
system, the only fertile agricultural land of 
Pukhtoonkhwa province is devastated by fl ood, 
and the green belt of Balochistan (under water 
canal system) is completely ruined.

Crops in 17 districts of Punjab and 19 dis-
tricts of Sindh, have been completely destroyed, 
and collectively in 15 additional districts crops 
and agricultural land is partially destroyed.

The damage to the infrastructure is yet 
to be estimated; only in the province of 
Pukhtoonkhwa is it estimated to be around 
US$19 billions to repair.

In light of the aforementioned circum-
stances, Pakistan is on the verge of total 
socio-economic breakdown. The food crisis 
will cause deep scars to Pakistan. Due to IMF 
policies a negligible share in the economy of 
Pakistan belongs to the industrial sector. As a 
result many major industrial sectors are closing 

down and subsequently overall production 
has declined.

Due to its utter inability and incapacity, the 
elected government is totally discredited through 
the negative corporate media propaganda against 
it, at the behest of the military establishment.

The people are absolutely frustrated over 
response to the disaster at the government level, 
where the United Nations through NGO’s has 
undertaken relief activities. The degree of cor-
ruption among these NGO’s is far greater than 
the state institutions, while the religious fanatic 
political parties and Jehadist organisations are 
taking advantage of the vulnerable victims who 
are in desperate need; they further their ideo-
logical and political agendas by providing sup-
port, using unprecedented funds from the Gulf 
countries and the west, through their already 
established institutions in those countries.

Moreover, the political Trotskyite groups, 
active in Pakistan, have also established NGO 
bodies, through which they too collect huge 
amounts of funds and assistance from abroad.

These relief activities, have provided golden 
opportunity to the organisations and political 
denominations involved in relief works, using 
fi nancial means toward political ends.

The Communist Party of Pakistan has suf-
fered since its inception every brutality at the 
hands of the state and has been called in the past 
agents of India and the former Soviet Union. 
This still prevails in the current situation.

There was a one sided negative propaganda 
against the Communist Party of Pakistan alleg-
ing it is and anti-state party, which continues 
even today.

These have been the major obstacle for 
the Communist Party of Pakistan to get itself 
established and organised at the grassroots level.

Despite these great odds, the Communist 
Party of Pakistan not only has carried its class 
struggle activities forward but in the wake of this 
calamity, has very courageously been involved 
in helping the compatriots in the provinces of 
Pukhtoonkhwa, Punjab and Sindh, the most 
devastated regions.

In this connection, the Communist Party 
of Pakistan sends its global appeal again to all 
the fraternal parties, supporters and individual 
comrades, philanthropists and compatriots, at 
home and abroad to extend their helping hand 
at this hour of greatest human tragedy and dif-
fi cult times. 

Refugee groups support Darwin protests
Refugee groups have expressed their support 
for the protests of the Indonesian fi shermen 
and the break-out protest by Afghan asylum 
seekers in the Darwin detention centre.

“The Afghan asylum seekers are victims 
of mandatory detention, offshore processing 
and the freeze on Afghan refugee visa appli-
cations. Julia Gillard and Tony Abbott used 
refugees for cheap political advantage, but 
the protests have helped expose what is really 
happening inside the detention centres.

“In the last couple of weeks, there 
have been a large number of rejections 
inside the Darwin detention centre,” said 
Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for the Refugee 

Action Coalition. “Despite the evidence that 
Afghanistan is not safe for Hazaras, there has 
been a dramatic increase in the rate of rejec-
tion of Afghan asylum claims since the Rudd 
government froze visa applications in April.”

The increased rejection rate is a direct 
result of the government’s visa freeze 
announcement, and shows the degree to 
which offshore processing is open to political 
manipulation, said the Coalition.

Offshore processing has condemned 
these people to long term detention. There 
are Burmese Royhinga refugees found to be 
refugees months ago who are still waiting for 
their security clearances

“We are also calling for the government 
to drop the people smuggling charges against 
the Indonesian crew of asylum boats, and 
allow them go home. The poor fi shermen 
who crew the asylum boats are not people 
smugglers. They are the victims of draco-
nian laws introduced to criminalise asylum 
seekers.

“They are subject to mandatory jail terms 
of fi ve years for nothing more than crewing 
boats of asylum seekers trying to fi nd protec-
tion in Australia.” The vast majority of the 
people on the boats are found to be genuine 
refugees, yet the government is prosecuting 
people for helping to get them to safety.

“Neither the Indonesian fi shermen 
nor the Afghan asylum seekers are crimi-
nals yet they are imprisoned. The people 
smuggling laws should be scrapped.

“The government should end manda-
tory detention, offshore processing and 
end the visa freeze on Afghan applica-
tions. The detention centres on Christmas 
Island, Darwin, Curtin and Leonora 
represent a return to the worst of John 
Howard’s brutal treatment of asylum 
seekers. The detention centres should be 
closed. Until they are closed, we should 
expect more protests.” 

You may send your donations to the relief fund of the Communist Party of 
Pakistan through following account number.
Account title: Imdadullah Qazi. PLS
NO # 0076-02-01-8749-9, MCB ( MUSLIM COMMERCIAL BANK)
RISALA ROAD, HYDERABAD CITY
PAKISTAN.
In case of any diffi  culties or some concerns you may send it through Western 
Union, by informing us via email the MTC ( money transfer code ) on the party 
email address: cppak2003@yahoo.com 

NB : For any details about the CPP fl ood relief operations, you may directly 
contact comrade Imdad Kazi, who is responsible for the relief operations over 
his cell 0092 33327 14014
Dr Syed Mazhar Hyder, International Department
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Once again the government 
has uttered threats against the 
Communist Party of Greece 
(KKE), and against the lists and 
the candidates of “People’s Rally” 
that the KKE supports in the local 
elections on November 7, 2010.

On Friday September 3 the 
Minister of Interior G Ragkousis 
was asked about the opposition of 
the KKE to the ban of coupons and 
the unequivocal statement by the 
party that it would not give up the 
fi nancing of its actions by the people. 
His answer has been outrageously 
unequivocal.

“The law will be implemented 
by all means,” he said and added 
that “KKE will have to bear the con-
sequences if it does not accept to do 
so” (namely if it continues circulating 
coupons for the fi nancing of its activ-
ity in the local elections). In addition, 
he mentioned that the law enables the 
audit committees to act by force of 
offi ce in case the law is violated. In 
his discussion with the journalists he 
clarifi ed that “if KKE does not abide 

by the law it will not be represented 
in the local authorities”.

The minister reiterated his former 
statement, namely that the regula-
tions of the controversial law on the 
incomes and the expenditures of the 
lists and the candidates in the local 
elections, will apply to the law on the 
fi nancing of parties in general.

The existing law on the local elec-
tions establishes registered donations 
to lists and candidates by means of 
deposits in bank accounts that will 
register the data of the depositor. At 
the same time, it deprives the candi-
dates who cannot fi nance their pro-
tectoral activity (workers and popular 
strata) of the right to participate in the 
elections, since it forbids the parties 
to cover these expenditures for them.

The Press Bureau of the CC of 
KKE issued the following statement on 
the interview of the Internal Minister:

“Under the pretext of transpar-
ency, the government, which serves 
the interests of big capital reducing 
the people to the hell of poverty and 
unemployment, the government of 

PASOK, which – like the party of 
ND – has been supported by big busi-
ness groups (the bribery scandal with 
SIEMENS is merely one element), 
threatens KKE with disqualifi cation 
and fi nes because it uses coupons of 
2, 3 and 10 euro for the fi nancing of 
its activity by the working people. 
This fact is outrageous.

“The effort to ban the economic 
support of KKE by the people, the 
threats against it will not pass. The 
government and its allies are aware 
of this fact. The KKE has clarifi ed 
to all of them that it will not become 
a state-dependent party, that it will 
not be manipulated by the business 
groups. No one has the right to set 
limits to the way that each party 
appeals to the people.

“The popular forces are the ones 
who must condemn the anti-people 
attack. “The only effective answer 
is the economic support of KKE and 
the lists of ‘People’s Rally’, the con-
demnation of the anti-people policy 
of PASOK, ND in local authorities 
but also in general”. 

KKE’s response to new threats

Minister of Interior G Ragkousis.

French unions call 
for more action
French labour unions have called 
for a second wave of strikes on 
September 23 to oppose the new 
minimum retirement age just one 
day after mass protests brought 
more than a million people onto 
the streets.

Six major unions issued a joint 
statement saying they were not 
satisfi ed by what they consider 
minor modifi cations offered by 
President Nicolas Sarkozy to his 
reform plan.

They called on French workers 
to make September 23 “a major 
day of strikes and demonstrations” 
to fi ght the reform, which they 
see as an unfair burden on French 
workers.

The statement came after 

Sarkozy insisted that there will 
be no backtracking on a new 
retirement age. He believes it is the 
essential element of the plan aimed 
at reducing France’s high budget 
defi cit.

Unions have put forward 
counter proposals including calls 
for taxes on certain bonuses and on 
the highest incomes to help fund 
the pension system.

They also condemn the absence 
of exceptions for women who stop 
work to raise a family and those 
working in jobs with little or no 
security.

The National Assembly, 
France’s lower house of parliament, 
is to vote on the reform bill on 15 
September.

But CFDT union secretary 
general François Chérèque says 
the game is not over, as the bill 
has yet to go before the Senate on 
October 5.

Final adoption is expected by 
the end of October.

Following the mass protests, 
opinion polls show 55 percent 
think the government should drop 
the new minimum retirement age 
altogether, while 62 percent think 
there should be further action to 
call for more improvements.

CFDT number two, Marcel 
Grignard, called for opposition 
to continue and intensify in order 
to scupper the government’s 
plans. 

Obama sued to 
stop US hit list
Joe Sims

US President Barack Obama, CIA 
chief Leon Panetta and Defence 
Secretary Robert Gates are 
being sued by the American Civil 
Liberties Union and the Centre 
for Constitutional Rights to stop 
the US government’s program of 
targeted assassinations.

The lawsuit, undertaken on 
behalf of Nasser al-Aulaqui, the 
father of accused terrorist Anwar 
al Awlaki, seeks to prevent the 
killings of both US citizens and 
foreign nationals without due 
process.

The two civil liberties groups 
had sued the Treasury Department 
earlier in August for requiring 
a license to represent Anwar al 
Awlaki, who has been offi cially 
labelled a terrorist and targeted 
for death. Anwar al Awlaki is a 
US citizen. The department says 
anyone in contact with persons 
designated as terrorists must fi rst 
obtain a license allowing such 
interaction.

Democrat Representative  
Dennis Kucinich has introduced a 
bill in the House of Representatives 
forbidding extrajudicial killings.

“The US Constitution cannot 
be amended for convenience,” 
Kucinich said in a statement. “The 
constitutional rights of all US 
citizens must be protected. The US 
government cannot act as judge, 
jury, and executioner.”

The ACLU said in a statement, 
“”Outside the context of armed 
confl ict, the intentional use of 
lethal force without prior judicial 
process is an abridgement of this 

right except in the narrowest and 
most extraordinary circumstances.”

At issue are both the limits of 
presidential power and the extreme 
borders of government’s ability to 
wage the war against terrorism.

American ABC News writes 
that the suit directly challenges 
President Obama’s interpretation of 
executive power: “The point of the 
ACLU suit is that presidents don’t 
have that power.”

The suit says, “The government 
maintains lists of suspects – ‘kill 
lists’ – against whom lethal force 
can be used without charge, trial 
or conviction ... Executive offi cials 
are thus invested with sweeping 
authority to impose extrajudicial 
death sentences in violation of the 
Constitution and international law.”

According to news reports 
Anwar al Awlaki is on two such 
lists: one maintained by the 
CIA and the other by the Joint 
Operations Special Command.

The suit maintains further 
that “due process requires, at a 
minimum, that citizens be put on 
notice of what may cause them to 
be put to death by the state.”

Fourth and Fifth Amendment 
rights are being abridged, according 
to the ACLU: the right to be free 
from unreasonable seizure and the 
right to due process before being 
deprived of life.

“The right to life is the most 
fundamental of all rights,” the 
lawsuit says.

The US government maintains 
it is acting within the law and 
authority granted by Congress after 
September 11.
People’s World 

Okinawa Prefectural Assembly 
protests US sex crime
The Okinawa Prefectural Assembly 
on September 1 unanimously 
adopted a resolution protesting the 
case of obscene conduct by a US 
Marine against a Japanese woman 
last month in Naha City.

Assembly representatives said 
that they will directly hand the 
resolution to the Okinawa Defence 
Bureau, the US Forces Okinawa Area 
coordinator, and the US Consulate 
General in Okinawa. The resolution 
will also be sent to the US ambas-
sador to Japan, the Japanese prime 
minister, and all other ministers 
concerned.

Expressing anger at repeated 

crimes committed by US military 
personnel, the resolution demands 
that an apology and compensation be 
given to the victim, that the Japan-US 
Status of Forces Agreement be drasti-
cally reviewed, and for US military 
bases in Okinawa to be scaled down 
and their numbers reduced.

O k i n a w a  P r e f e c t u r a l 
Asssemblyman Maeda Masaaki of 
the Japanese Communist Party said, 
“The indecent act occurred in the 
middle of downtown Naha City. US 
servicemen go out into our streets 
and threaten our safety.”

As of the end of last year, the 
number of crimes involving US 

military personnel has reached 
5,634 since the 1972 restoration of 
Okinawa to Japan, and they continue 
to occur one after another.

The Naha City Assembly also 
adopted a resolution on August 9 to 
protest the sexual assault. However, 
the US side refused to make an apol-
ogy to the woman on the grounds 
that the Marine in question was not 
indicted at that time. The US Marine 
Corps, for a similar reason, turned 
down a protest submitted by the Naha 
City mayor on the following day. The 
Marine on August 25 was prosecuted 
for indecent assault.
Akahata 
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“The key to success for any 
political negotiations is the will 
on the Israeli side to put an end 
to the occupation and to remove 
the settlements in order to 
enable the creation of a Palestinian 
state with its capital in East 
Jerusalem, besides Israel, whose 
capital is West Jerusalem,” insists 
the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Israel (CPI) 
in its 12th session, which took place 
in Haifa on September 3, 2010.

The opening ceremony for direct 
negotiations between the Netanyahu 
government and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
apparently served US President 
Obama as a diplomatic and political 
achievement in the run-up to the 
Congressional elections in November. 
Nevertheless, it does not seem that 
the planned negotiations between 
PM Netanyahu and PLO Chairman 
Mahmoud ‘Abbas will bring about a 
peace agreement.

The CPI continues to support 
the attainment of a just, stable peace 
through negotiations based on the 
relevant UN resolutions, on the ending 
of the Israeli occupation and on the 
recognition of the Palestinian people’s 
right to sovereignty and independence 
in the territories occupied in 1967.

The experience of the 17 
years since the signing of the Oslo 
Accords has taught us that without 
prior agreement on a timetable for 
the negotiations and their goal – the 
creation of a Palestinian state with 
its capital in East Jerusalem and the 
resolution of all fi nal status issues, 
including the refugee issue – the 
negotiations have no chance of 
bringing about an end to the confl ict.

The right-wing government led 
by Netanyahu is interested in direct 
negotiations as a means of escaping 
the trough which it has found itself 
stuck in vis-à-vis international public 
opinion since the Gaza war (2008/9) 
and the criminal killing of the 
passengers aboard the Gaza solidarity 
fl otilla. Netanyahu also considers that 
ostensible progress will assist the 
US in pressuring the Arab states to 
join the conspiratorial offensive on 
Iran, which is an American-Israeli 
strategic target. What Netanyahu’s 
government does not have, as is 
clear from statements by foreign 
minister Avigdor Lieberman and other 
ministers, is the will to dismantle the 
settlements and end the occupation.

Netanyahu and his government 
do not only reject the principles of 
retreat from all territories occupied 
in 1967, the dismantling of the 
settlements and the solution of the 
refugee question in accordance with 
UN resolutions – they are preparing to 
renew construction in the settlements 
at the end of the current freeze period.

And, if that is not enough, they 
demand that as a precondition for 
any progress towards an accord, the 
Palestinian leadership recognise the 
annexation of territories to Israel 
and the “Jewish character” of the 
Israeli state, by which is meant its 
exemption from the demand for equal 
national and civil rights for the Arab 
population in Israel.

We Israeli Communists, Jews 
and Arabs, warn that Netanyahu’s 
positions and demands, backed up by 
the Obama administration, will not 

lead to a peace accord but to another 
war. The Israeli army’s provocations 
on the northern border and in the Gaza 
Strip, the accelerated arms race and 
the various manoeuvres all indicate 
preparations for a military offensive 
against targets near (Lebanon, Syria) 
and far (Iran).

Many Palestinian voices have 
been raised in criticism of President 
Abu-Mazen, who has vacillated in the 
face of the Obama administration’s 
threats to block all economic aid 
and decided to join the talks. The 
Palestinian left has published 
an important and unequivocal 
proclamation calling to abstain, 
under current circumstances, from 
participation in US-sponsored talks, 
and warning that these will weaken 
the Palestinian Authority.

The CPI stands in solidarity with 
the left forces within the Palestinian 
people, who are struggling against 
all setbacks in the fi ght to end the 
occupation and the attainment of a just 
and stable peace, and who demand 
that the Palestinian Authority take a 
fi rm stand on Israel’s complete retreat 
from the territories occupied in 1967.

The CPI calls upon the lovers of 
peace in Israel, Jews and Arabs, to 
struggle together against Netanyahu’s 
right-wing government and its 
disastrous policy and for an Israeli-
Palestinian peace without occupation 
or annexation.

The CPI salutes the courage of 
the many theatre workers, authors 
and scholars who have declared their 
refusal to perform in the settlement of 
Ariel, as in any other settlement, and 
who have called upon their theatres’ 
managements to work within Israel 
only. This resistance contributes to 
the effort to end the occupation and 
dismantle the settlements, which are 
an obstacle to a life of peace and good 
neighbourly relations.

The hysterical attempts of 
government ministers, right-wing 
MKs (members of the Knesset – 
the Israeli parliament) and proto-
fascist organisations to terrorise 
theatre professionals and artists 
and to threaten critical academics 
with dismissal and withdrawal of 
funding, all point to the strong link 
between the defence of democracy 
and freedom of thought and putting 
an end to the occupation of the 
Palestinian people.

The Central Committee of the 
CPI denounces the bullying campaign 
against theatre professionals, artists 
and academics, as well as the ongoing 
arrests of those resisting dispossession 
and settlement in Sheikh Jarrah and 
Silwan in East Jerusalem.

Escalation in the policy 
of dispossession

The repeated demolitions of the 
unrecognised village of al-’Araqib 
in the Negev, entailing the abuse 
and exposure of its residents, are an 
expression of the escalating policy 
of racist dispossession, disrespect 
for basic human rights and ethnic 
cleansing.

Arab and Jewish egalitarians 
have mounted militant opposition to 
the demolitions, aiding in rebuilding 
the village. The CPI is proud of their 
action and commends them.

The CPI denounces the 
demolitions, the police brutality, 
and the arrest and court proceedings 
against fighters for peace and 
equality – among them Ayman ‘Odeh, 
Secretary of Hadash (The Democratic 
Front for Peace and Equality).

The CPI reiterates its support for 
the right to shelter and the right of the 
Bedouin Arabs to live on their land. 
The CPI’s Political Bureau calls upon 
the Party’s organs to continue their 
actions of solidarity with the residents 
of Al-’Araqib, to gather donations for 
them and to do all they can to support 
the village’s reconstruction.

The 10th anniversary 
of October 2000 
events

A decade has passed since police 
and border guard personnel shot 13 
Palestinian citizens of Israel dead 
after they protested the oppression 
of the Palestinian people. Ten years 
have gone by, but the shooters and 
those responsible for the killings 
have not been put on trial and the 
important fi ndings of the investigative 
commission headed by Judge Theodor 
Orr have not been implemented.

The Central Committee supports 
the declaration of a general strike 
by the Arab public to commemorate 
the 10th anniversary of the October 
events and to highlight the struggle 
against dispossession and all forms of 
discrimination, including budgetary 
discrimination against Arab local 
councils.

The Central Committee calls upon 
the Party’s organs and the Communist 
Youth to mobilise their forces for the 
success of the Jewish-Arab event to 
be held in Nazareth on October 2, 
marking a decade since the October 
events and calling for joint struggle 
against the danger of fascism and 
for a future of equality. The Central 
Committee also calls for similar 
events to be organised in additional 
cities. 

SPAIN: Senate committee approval on August 25 of the Socialist 
Party’s labour reform package, modifi ed to fi t demands of the 
rightist Popular Party and certain to be passed by Congress, met 
union hostility as labour federations prepared for a September 
29 general strike. A spokesperson cited by www.rebelion.org pre-
dicted the “anti-social and anti-union” measures would lead to 
“indiscriminate fi rings” of workers, reduced unemployment sub-
sidies, and shortened temporary labour contracts. Workers’ 
rights “have never been so systematically eliminated in a sin-
gle legislative act.” Quoted on La Nueva España (www.lne.es), 
Economics Minister Elena Salgado indicated that to comply 
with EU mandates, the public debt will be reduced six percent, 
taxes will be raised, government expenses cut by 16 percent 
next year, pensions reduced, and the retirement age delayed.

VENEZUELA: In a recent public discussion of UNESCO’s 2010 
update of its Education for All program, Minister of University 
Education Edgardo Ramírez predicted Venezuela will surpass 
the UN’s Millennium Development Goals on education long 
before the 2015 deadline. Data over 10 years indicate the 
country is about to reach all six Education for All objectives. 
Specifi cally, 1.5 million children attend pre-school; 4 million 
are in primary schools, and adult literacy is 95 percent. That 
almost half of the 28 million Venezuelans attend schools 
manifests commitment to lifelong learning. The two remaining 
objectives, equality between the sexes and high quality 
schooling, are close to realisation. “Socialism signifi es inclusion 
and quality education with social relevance,” Ramirez said. 

INDIA: In rejecting Vedanta Corporation plans to extract bauxite 
from the Niyamgiri Hills in Orissa state, an environmental 
ministry spokesperson on August 24 cited ecosystem threats and 
disregard for tribal rights. For the Dongria Kondh people, 8,000 in 
all, the proposed mine site is sacred. Church and human rights 
groups worldwide, plus the Norwegian and British governments, 
had opposed the project of Vedanta owner Anil Agarwal, 
allegedly worth US$6 billion. According to Survival International 
director Stephen Corry, “Companies simply cannot be trusted 
to voluntarily abide by human rights standards.” The Financial 
Times suggested that approval for a Vedanta offshore oil project 
is now uncertain, and that the government took the action to blunt 
the appeal to tribal groups of Maoist guerrillas who are trying to 
make inroads into areas burdened by large industrial projects.

KENYA: President Mwai Kibaki described Kenya’s new 
constitution, which he signed on August 27, as the greatest 
day since independence in 1963. Festivities were marred, 
however, by the presence of Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan Ahmed Bashir, charged by the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) with crimes against humanity. Some observers, 
represented by Prime Minister Raila Odinga, suggested Kenya 
should have arrested Bashir, or not have invited him. Others 
like Foreign Ministry offi cial Richard Onyonka maintained that 
to avoid perceptions of partiality the government invited both 
Bashir and his adversary, Southern Sudan President Salva 
Kiir. Former UN Secretary General Kofi  Annan, who mediated 
Kenya’s 2008 post-election confl ict, urged the government 
to “clarify its position” and reaffi rm commitment to the ICC.

Global Briefs

Peace is possible, but not 
the Obama-Netanyahu way
Statement Communist Party of Israel

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
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A burning 
issue
Casting around for subjects to write about, 
from among the multitude of interesting 
goings on in the world of capitalism, I came 
across an item about the company that owns 
and manages the natural gas pipeline that 
blew up on September 9 in a massive fi reball 
that made TV news around the world.

The explosion and consequent inferno cut 
a swathe through the residential community 
of San Bruno in California. Coming so close 
to the anniversary of the 9/11 events, many 
people at fi rst thought it was another terror-
ist attack.

It was not a terrorist attack, but an indus-
trial catastrophe that destroyed 50-60 homes 
and left several people dead. If it had occurred 
only a few hours later, when more people 
would have been home in bed, the death toll 
would have been much higher.

So far, the company – energy giant PG&E 
(Pacifi c Gas & Electric) – is refusing to accept 
responsibility (until it is faced with irrefutable 
proof it can’t wriggle out of, presumably).

Not that the company would be very 
worried, however, for as Evan Mackinder has 
shown on the Open Secrets Blog, PG&E has 
in recent years been building up a formidable 
array of lobbyists and friendly politicians 
to protect its interests, spending millions 
annually on lobbying and making campaign 
donations.

Mackinder reports an analysis by the 
Center for Responsive Politics that showed 
that since 2000, PG&E’s parent company, 

PG&E Corp, “has spent more than US$112 
million on federally reportable lobbying 
efforts”. Its roster of lobbyists includes 
what Mackinder calls “an elite force of ex-
government offi cials”.

And, of course, their dedication to the 
“free enterprise” system is total. None of those 
pinko socialist state enterprises are going to 
get a foothold in the lucrative Californian 
public utilities market if PG&E can help it!

During the fi rst six months of this year, 
“PG&E put unprecedented capital into lobbying 
efforts, reporting to the federal government that 
it’s so far spent nearly $44 million. Such a fi gure 
represents a more than 600 percent increase from 
the total it spent during all of 2009, and marks 
an industry-wide record for electric and utilities 
companies,” reports Mackinder.

What, I hear you ask, is behind this mas-
sive increase in lobbying by the California-
based private utility company? Well, it seems 
that there was a proposal in the state’s budget 
for this year that would have made it a lot 
more diffi cult for local government entities 
(like county administrations) to start their 
own electricity utilities. (Even in California, 
apparently, the evil ideas of socialism – gov-
ernment enterprises and other abominations 
– continue to rear their heads.)

Not surprisingly, much of PG&E’s lobby-
ing money this year has been spent trying to 
push this proposal through, to spare PG&E 
any “unfair” competition from a publicly 
owned electricity utility. The company has 
more than 15 million customers in central 
and northern California, an income source 
worth fi ghting for.

And the company fought for it, not only 
openly backing the measure but according to 
numerous media reports fi nancing state-wide 
efforts to pass it.

California went to the polls in June, and 
the measure PG&E had spent so much money 
to promote, was lost. The fi ery destruction 
in San Bruno was just a coincidence and not 
a wrathful dummy spit by the company, but 
I bet the bosses of PG&E would like to be 
able to rain down fi re and brimstone when 
the people’s democratic voice thwarts their 
greedy plans.

The explosion and fi re in San Bruno 
occurred when a natural gas line ruptured. 
Natural gas (also called shale gas) is a popular 
fuel for supplying domestic and industrial 
energy, because it has lower carbon emis-
sions than coal.

Natural gas is suspended in shale and 
rock from which it has to be extracted. The 
UK Guardian reported recently that shale gas 
production in the US rose 71 percent over 
the last decade. However, The Guardian also 
reported that “environmental organisations 
are sounding the alarm about a controversial 
method used to get the natural gas out of 
the rock.”

The method in question is hydraulic 
fracturing (or “fracking” for short), in which 
a mixture of water, sand and substances such 
as diesel fuel are pumped under pressure into 
locations deep underground to break up rock 
formations and free the trapped deposits of 
oil and gas.

The UK Guardian reports that “industrial 
and federal studies have shown the [fracking] 
process leaves between 20-40 percent of the 
components of the diesel fuel in the ground.

“Towns around America have documented 
contaminated drinking water from fracking as 
well as cattle deaths and fi sh kills in nearby 
streams.” Despite that, until now, fracking 

– incredibly – has been exempt from federal 
regulation.

Readers of our Guardian will not be 
surprised to learn that the fracking method 
was developed by the notorious Halliburton 
oil services company that made so much 
money “liberating” Iraq and taking over its 
oil industry.

There are almost half a million natural 
gas wells in the US and 90 percent of them 
rely on hydraulic fracturing. That’s a lot 
of wells to be putting 20-40 percent of the 
components of the diesel fuel they use into 
the ground. It amounts to a deliberate policy 
of concerted pollution.

Belatedly, under pressure from Congress, 
the US Environmental Protection Agency is 
taking a look at fracturing. The fi re in San 
Bruno might give that investigation some 
urgency, but with that many wells in the USA 
alone, even without any fi res, the potential for 
an environmental disaster is huge.

Another triumph for the free enterprise 
system! 

Letters / Culture & Life

The curious 
election outcome

The political circus continues. It 
is a vicious circle. Politics is an 
industry and not something easily 
managed by the voters. We only 
have the chance to vote in or out 
those they allow us to. Somehow 
with this particular federal election 
we have managed to have several 
independents and three or four 
parties. However, they are trying 
to bring us back to the two party 
system.

Oakeshott and Katter are imma-
ture in their hoodwinking grab for 
power. Joyce, Truss and Schultz 
are imperviously disgusting in their 

hoodlum like assertions to the so-
called “National” independents.

Bandt and Wilkie seem thus far 
to have carried themselves with some 
dignity in being clearer about their 
positions and not seemingly bent on 
compromising in pursuit of excessive 
interests and the desire for power. 
Unlike his Greens Party Bandt has 
made it relatively clear his values 
allow him only at best to support 
Labor and not the Liberals.

However Brown, for whom 
historically I had signifi cant respect, 
is drunk with power, making com-
ments that compromise his party’s 
prescribed values as he is advocating 
the setting up of ministries alongside 
either Labor or Liberal. Brown is 
portraying himself as a grandstanding 
prostitute ready to jump into bed with 
whomever as long as it means more 
power and more deals.

The independents should remain 
such, Bandt should remain Greens, 
and the Greens should hold their own 
ground and forego the ugly will to 
power and coalitions.

The party with the most seats in 
the House of Representatives should 
form government, even if they are 
a few seats shy of a majority, and 
propositions in the HOR be argued on 

their merit as they should be, and once 
again further argued on their merit in 
the House of Review, the Senate. If 
they do this we have the erosion of 
the two party system and therefore 
the Greens, and Brown, should stop 
trying to bring us back to the two 
party system.

In every country where Greens 
have teamed up with minority gov-
ernments they have consequently lost 
their value and voters.

Gerry Georgatos
WA

Beyond the two party 
system, building an 
alternative
It has been in my mind that the 
building of an alternative to really 
infl ict a blow to the two party 
system requires an active grass 
roots movement.

One of the key issues we face is 
to develop a fair and strategic alliance 
of progressive and democratic forces.

Working with people we always 
agree with is not a challenge. Working 
with people that we are not aligned 
with on many issues but can with 
effort and resolve find common 
ground on some important issues 
is a challenge but it is an effort we 
must make. I ask, are we ready for 
this challenge?

Unity in action on the left will 
help the progressive forces working 
at the parliamentary level but it is 
only a strong grass roots movement 
that will deliver real change.

Vinnie Molina
Perth, WA

Free Sakineh 
Mohammadi Ashtiani
I write to express my disgust at 
the appalling treatment of Sakineh 
Mohammadi Ashtiani, by the 
Iranian government. 

I am a longtime friend and sup-
porter of the Iranian people and their 
struggle. In the time of the Shah I 
wrote letters and articles, spoke at 
meetings and joined many protests 
against his repressive regime and sup-
ported the resistance. Later, I defend-
ed the Iranian revolution against the 
attacks of the USA, Britain, Israel and 
other Western powers.

During the Iraqi aggression 
against Iran, I spoke out and supported 
Iran. I have also admired and praised 
the principled support that Iran has 
given to the Palestinian, Lebanese and 
Syrian resistance in their just struggle 
against Israel.

But I am very distressed about the 
human rights situation in Iran and the 
treatment of political and other prison-
ers, including the case of Ashtiani. I 
write to express my utter disgust at the 
appalling treatment of her. Ashtiani 
has spent fi ve years in prison and 
received 99 lashes for alleged adul-
tery, after the death of her husband. 
This is a very severe sentence for such 
an offence, without Sakineh Ashtiani 
as well being condemned to death for 
this transgression.

I think that this woman has suf-
fered more than enough and that her 
continued imprisonment is grossly 
excessive and totally unjust and that 
the threat of execution should be 
ended. It is vital that the law in Iran 
and elsewhere be compassionate and 
that civil and human rights be upheld.

I ask people to write or ring the 
Iranian Embassy and urge them to 
respect the human rights of Sakineh 
Ashtiani and to please do the just and 
wise thing and release her. Friendly 
nations may offer asylum and help 
to swiftly conclude this matter in a 
constructive way.

Steven Katsineris,
Hurstbridge, Vic

Communist needed 
in parliament

While working on a booth in the 
recent election, one of our com-
rades was asked how could she be a 
communist because she was “old”.

This particular comrade isn’t all 
that old. In any case what is old?

I am 72 and still only a boy.
However we must dispel this 

myth that Communists are simply 
starry eyed young radicals going 
through a phase that they will grow 
out of.

I well recall as a young man 
being told, “You’ll grow out of all 
that Communism stuff”. I never did 
though, I only ever grew into it.

We must prove that communists 
are mature minded people with 
something very important to say. 
Radical social change is becoming 
more important by the day, if we are 
to save the world before capitalism 
disintegrates completely.

This is why we need real com-
munists in parliament, not young 
trendies.

Ron Barrett
Sydney
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Hydraulic fracturing (or “fracking” for short).
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Writers of science-fi ction owe 
a considerable debt to the 

naturalists who studied plants. One 
story in a collection from the 1950s 
or ’60s in my library involves a space 
ship that lands on an alien planet by 
a brightly coloured lake only to be 
snared by the tendrils of a giant plant 
and rolled into the lake, there to be 
consumed by the chemicals that give 
it its colour.

The plant is catching sources of 
food just like the carnivorous plants 
on Earth. Plants, however, generally 
move at a pace that is just too slow for 
simple human observation. The Venus 
fl y trap is fast enough when it springs 
its trap and imprisons a luckless 
insect, but it does not open again for 
weeks, by which time it has leeched 
out all the nutrients from the captive 
bug, leaving it a dried out husk.

Epitomising the slow pace of 
plant life is North America’s bristle-
cone pine. Many of these trees are 
5,000 years old. That’s a long time 
to just stand in one place enduring 
the wind and the rain.

Early naturalists had to rely 
on painstaking observation with 
microscope and the naked eye, but 
today we have time-lapse photography 
and can actually watch plants 

searching for footholds on the bark of 
a tree, germinating and pushing their 
way towards the light, or air-rooted 
plants fi fty feet up on the limb of a 
tree soaking up dew or rain drops like 
blotting paper.

As with other episodes of the 
BBC nature series Life (ABC1 
Sunday September 19 at 7.30 pm), 
this week’s episode, Plants, features 
remarkable photography that is now 
so common in these series that we 
tend to forget just how remarkable 
it really is.

The sequence showing the 
dispersal of seeds from trees 
exemplifi es this: some seed pods 
burst to produce seeds that whirl to 
earth like miniature helicopters; others 
produce paper-thin seeds that sail 
through the forest like aerodynamic 
gliders, to land well away from their 
parent tree.

The program confi rms once again 
how amazing and awe-inspiring is 
evolution.

Beyond Productions’ thirteen-
part documentary series Stop. 

Rewind (ABC2 Wednesdays from 
September 22 at 6.00 pm) is relent-
lessly superfi cial. Yes, it’s made for 
children and young people, but that 
just makes its ruling class propaganda 
all the more reprehensible.

The fi rst episode deals with the 
development of robots over the last 
25 years. For the program’s makers 
however, robots (even industrial 
robots) were developed as labour-
saving devices, not profi t-boosting 
devices. There is no mention of laying 
off workers and replacing them with 
robot production lines.

Instead the program is more 
concerned with the diffi culties of 
making robots that can climb stairs.

The rich wildlife and other 
natural resources of Indonesia 

are being systematically destroyed to 
make room for the palm-oil industry 
and the timber industry. The country’s 

military are deeply involved with local 
and foreign capitalists in this rape of 
one of the last great rainforest areas 
of the world.

In a sane world, one not driven 
by the quest for profi ts, the rest of 
the world would assist Indonesia to 
raise the living standards of its people 
while preserving (and partly through) 
its plants and animals.

The wildlife of Indonesia is part 
of the legacy of all of us, but simply 
passing laws forbidding the killing of 
rare animals while leaving the local 
inhabitants to survive in poverty 
almost guarantees their willing help 
to any poacher or wildlife trader with 
ready cash.

In the meantime, the uneven 
struggle to save this great natural 
legacy is left to determined individuals 
like Chanee Brule, a young French 
zoo-keeper living in Indonesia. 
Chanee runs a sanctuary containing 
400 gibbons, and endeavours to rescue 
any other animals he can fi nd.

To raise awareness among the 
locals, he also runs Kalimantan’s 
most popular radio station, mixing 
modern music with regular 
conservation plugs.

Good Morning Kalimantan 
(ABC2 Wednesdays from 
September 15 at 8.00pm) is a six-
part series following Chanee and his 
family and employees as they seek 
out animals in need of rescue, look 
after their large collection of rescued 
animals and return those they can to 
the wild.

Made for the BBC, it should be 
an enthralling study of conservation 
in action, but it lacks fire. The 
situation demands passion, even 
anger. The program provides 
sweetness and mildness. I cannot 
imagine sitting through six episodes 
of it.

Some US made-for-cable pro-
grams are so sensationalist 

that the discerning viewer can only 
shake his or her head in despair. 
That is what I expected The da Vinci 
Shroud to be (ABC1 Thursday 
September 23 at 9.30 pm).

After all, it not only puts forward 
the notion that the Shroud of Turin, 
the famous medieval fake, was made 
by Leonardo da Vinci, but it proposes 

that he got the image of a man’s body 
on to the cloth by using a primitive 
camera. Yep, a 15th century camera.

Well, now that I’ve seen it, I must 
say it is a very plausible hypothesis. 
Da Vinci’s possible involvement is 
really only conjecture, with a few 
tenuous links to give the theory a 
bare modicum of plausibility. But 
the use of the camera obscura to 
create the image on the cloth holds 
up very well.

And I must say, for a US program 
about a religious relic, its blunt 
acceptance of the scientifi c proof 
that the Shroud of Turin is a fake 
was refreshing. Not that it could 
have supported any other view in 
the circumstances.

The famous shroud, supposedly 
the shroud in which Jesus’ body was 
wrapped after it was taken down 
from the cross and hence the most 
sacred relic in Christendom, has been 
carbon dated very precisely to the 
period from 1260 to 1390. It was a 
fake (like so many religious relics), 
in this case a fake made 1,000 years 
after Jesus’ death.

To sum up: not entirely 
convincing, by any means, but 
interesting nevertheless. 
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Richard Titelius

“ Welcome my son, 
welcome to the machine. 
Where have you been? 
Its alright we know 
where you’ve been. 
You’ve been in the pipeline, 
fi lling in time, 
provided with toys”, 
(Pink Floyd, Welcome to the Machine).

On August 29, 2010, Ben Cousins played his last 
game of Australian Rules Football for the Richmond 
Football Club, and fi ttingly as with his last game with 
his previous club, the West Coast Eagles he lost to 
Port Adelaide.

A carnival or almost circus atmosphere pervaded 
the match, with banners highlighting the tattoo on Ben 
Cousins’ stomach, “Such is Life”, and loud cheering 
when Ben Cousins fi nally came onto the ground after 
the match had commenced.

Earlier in the month, ahead of Channel Seven’s 
two-part fi lm documentary of the life of Ben Cousins, 
and in particular all the drug taking revelations, Ben 
Cousins fi nally decided to withdraw from the mass 
spectacle that is AFL football.

However, Cousins had started using drugs when he 
was 16-17 years old when he was an upcoming football 
star. Soon after he was signed on to become part of the 
West Coast Eagles football juggernaut, it would seem 
that he provided himself with recreational drugs. 

Australian Rules Football is big business and if there 
could be money made from the talented youngster, then 
arguably they were prepared to overlook that side of his 
life-so long as the gravy train continued.

However, while Ben Cousins was the most high 
profi le Eagle taking drugs he was not the only one and 
other members of the playing staff were taking drugs 
and associated with Perth drug dealers selling various 
illicit mind-altering substances.

The administration and coaching staff of the Eagles 
also knew and had been warned by police that Ben 
Cousins and other players were dabbling in drugs.

However, the period between 2000 and 2007 cul-
minating in the Club’s third premiership in 2006, was 
also one of their most successful and profi table.

But the ructions started to appear before that, back 
in 2003 when the dark side of all this drug taking 
behaviour started to spill out into the open. It started 
with his punching of fellow Eagle Daniel Kerr at Club 
Bayview, followed in 2005 when Eagle Daniel Chicks’ 
wife took out a violence restraining order on her then 
Eagle husband, followed in October 2007, by the infa-
mous arrest of the shirtless Cousins sporting his new 
“Such is Life” tattoo in Northbridge and charged with 
possession of drugs and refusing a police drugs assess-
ment. The charges were later dropped but the damage 
from the incident had been done.

There was also a car following Cousins’ light blue 
Toyota Kluger that day, which contained some more 
salubrious characters, including Nathan Greaves and 
Fabian Quaid, a boyhood friend of Cousins, who was 
later arrested, charged and convicted of possessing 60 
kilograms of ecstasy which was valued at $24 million.

Yet, while many in the football world say that it is 
disingenuous of the Eagles Football Club to say that 
they didn’t know or weren’t prepared to clamp done on 
this behaviour, they could have but were unwilling to, 
as there were too many of their top players involved in 
this behaviour and if they were suddenly to pull them 
from their playing list, this might start unravelling the 
club’s popularity and its fi nancial success.

At the close of 2010, the Eagles had fi nished at the 
bottom of the ladder after the regular home and away 
season. Cross town rivals, the Fremantle Dockers who 
have yet to succumb to the whirlpool of recreational 
drugs, have also for the fi rst time overtaken the Eagles 
on the number of supporters attending matches. There 
are arguably many factors for this but with the increase 

in the drug use revelations and the emptying out of their 
player lists of the drug tainted Eagles, the timing of this 
poor state of affairs for the Club is somewhat ironic.

While the revelations about Ben Cousins were not 
the fi rst in the sport they would also not be the last. 
Details of yet another AFL player using illicit drugs 
have come to light – this time a Hawthorn player, 
22-year-old Travis Tuck, who was found unconscious 
after suspected use of GBH, gamma hydroxybutyrate 
– a liquid amphetamine.

Yet beyond the machinations of individual players, 
AFL clubs and the whole AFL industry lies a public 
that hasn’t until recently stopped to question whether 
they themselves have fed this whole quagmire. Do we 
need AFL football?

In 1964, Frankfurt School political theorist Herbert 
Marcuse, posed the following proposition: “To take an 
(unfortunately fantastic) example: the mere absence of 
all advertising and of all indoctrination media of infor-
mation and entertainment would plunge the individual 
into a traumatic void where he would have the chance 
to wonder and to think, to know himself (or rather the 
negation of himself) and his society.

“Deprived of his false fathers, leaders, friends and 
representatives, he would have to learn his ABCs again. 
But the words and sentences which he would form might 
come out very differently, and so might his aspirations 
and fears.”(One Dimensional Man)

Marcuse goes on to explain that this indoctrination 
and entertainment is part of the inherent contradictions 
required to keep the wheels of capitalism turning.

Twenty years earlier, fellow Frankfurt School 
theorists Max Horkheimer and Theodor Adorno gave a 
name to this type of social control, The Culture Industry, 
whereby a few centralised production (and reproduction) 
centres satisfy identical cultural needs in innumerable 
places with identical goods.

“It is the coercive nature of society alienated from 
itself. Automobiles, bombs, and movies keep the whole 
thing (capitalism) together,” Adorno and Horkheimer 
wrote in their book The Dialectic of Enlightenment.

Now to this list have been added, video gambling 
and gaming, internet dating, internet pornography, the 
ubiquitous urban shopping mall, iPods, iPhones and a 
range of other products and services that take us away 
from our humanity, our natural, social, collectively 
minded selves.

“No mention is made of the fact that the basis on 
which technology acquires power over society is the 
power of those whose economic hold over society (us) 
is the greatest,” Adorno and Horkheimer said.

This isolation and fear which results is what stunts 
and suppresses human beings according to Erich Fromm, 
a psychologist also from the Frankfurt School who in the 
midst of World War II (1942), in his book, The Fear of 
Freedom postulated that, “man is neither good nor bad; 
that life has an inherent tendency to grow, to expand, 
to express potentialities; that if life is thwarted, if the 
individual is isolated and overcome by doubt or a feel-
ing of aloneness and powerlessness, then he is driven to 
destructiveness and craving for power or submission.”

In the case of Ben Cousins, he was alienated from 
his true self by the nature of sport as a money making 
industry and chewed it up and spat it out in the faces 
of his masters.

In the end however, few people felt sorry for Ben 
Cousins and many more people started to look at the 
Aussie Rules football machine itself and wondered how 
it had let him loose on society and even for a while 
made him a role model.

Beyond the tragic life of Ben Cousins and the rise 
and fall of yet another sporting icon and the hold which 
these spectacles need to have on us in order for capi-
talism to grind onwards, lies the outcome of the 2010 
federal election. A growing number of Australians have 
said that the two-party system does not sit well with them 
and have embraced politicians that are willing to move 
towards a society which is sustainable, liveable and the 
growth and happiness of individuals is important. 

Ben Cousins and 
the spectre of freedom

Australian Rules Football is big 
business and if there could be 

money made from the talented 
youngster, then arguably they 

were prepared to overlook that 
side of his life-so long as the 

gravy train continued.


