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- potential for change

Bob Briton

As The Guardian goes to press, after
two weeks of intense behind-close-doors
bargaining, it appears Australia will have
a minority Labor government reliant on
support from the Greens and independents.
On the night of the election it was obvious
that the Greens would have the balance of
power in the Senate. The situation is bursting
with potential for positive change but also
for destabilisation by forces unhappy at the
dent put in the old two-party arrangements.
The people of Australia will have to wait and
see just how binding the various agreements
entered into by Gillard, the Greens and
independent members of parliament will be.
Most importantly, working people will have
to organise and press for the long-promised
shift away from the neo-liberal economic,
social and political agenda.

Australians voted for fundamental changes
in 2007 but were dudded by the Rudd/Gillard
government. Neither Labor nor the Coalition
showed any preparedness to deliver on demands
for greater rights for workers in the workplace,
action on climate change, more humane
treatment for asylum seekers, more resources
for public health and education, and so on. The
result of the August 21 poll was a vote of no
confidence in the preparedness of both of them
to introduce these long overdue changes.

The “wish-lists” submitted to the leaders of
the major parties are notable for the items that
pick up on the public’s exasperation at capitalist
globalisation and neo-liberalism. Bob Katter
requested reintroduction of industry protection
for banana and sugar cane growers thrown to the
wolves with the dropping of import barriers and
the signing of so-called “free” trade agreements.
Rob Oakeshott has asked for an emissions
trading scheme.

Because of the rapid growth of the vote
and influence of the Greens, the most important
document to come out of the recent period of
limbo is probably the agreement between them
and Labor. It isn’t a grab-bag of detailed policy
demands. In fact, the only policies potentially
carrying significant funding price tags are a
dental care scheme to be announced in the 2011
Budget, a study for High Speed Rail links, a
price on carbon and a reduction in emissions by
2020. There is agreement for a full parliamentary
debate on Australia’s involvement on the war
in Afghanistan, which was never endorsed by
the Australian people and which is becoming
less popular by the day.

The Greens’ list could be seen as
unambitious but the possibilities for more
thoroughgoing changes in future are contained
in the document’s sections on “Goals”
and “Improved processes and integrity of
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The voting system for the House of Representatives returns results skewed in favour of the bigger players and effectively shuts out large

sections of public opinion.

parliament”. Labor and the Coalition are
still the two biggest groups in both houses of
parliament but the 2010 election may well have
spelled the end of their almost exclusive sway
on Australian parliamentary politics. People
want more transparency, less influence from
cash splashing corporate interests and reform
to the way the federal parliament operates. The

Greens are pressing for some important changes

in line with these wishes.

Prime Minister Julia Gillard, deputy Wayne
Swan, Greens leader Bob Brown, Greens Adam
Bandt MP and Senator Christine Milne have
signed off on the agreement to “work towards™:
» Lowering the threshold for declaration of

political donations from $11,500 to $1,000;
ban foreign donations and anonymous
donations over $50; increase the frequency
of disclosure and create an offence for
violating “truth in advertising” in the
Commonwealth Electoral Act.

* Further reform of funding of political
parties — the Greens favour full public
funding of elections.

* Reform of the “above the line” voting for
the Senate to make it less likely that voters
will walk away after simply putting a “1”
in the box.

 Referenda during the 43rd parliament on

Indigenous constitutional recognition and
recognition of local government.

* Parliaments to serve their full term.

Australians are tired of frontbenchers turn-
ing parliament into a circus, taking time away
from the consideration of issues weighing on
the community. Among other parliamentary
reforms, the Greens/Labor agreement sets down
for immediate introduction:

* Fixed time limits for questions and
answers.

* A fixed and fair allocation of questions for
independent and minor party members.

At least 2.5 hours to be dedicated to
debating and voting on private members’
bills and time dedicated to vote on such
bills in every full sitting week.

 Enforcing of the Parliamentary Code
of Conduct and maintenance of the
government’s lobbyists register.

There are various two-way undertakings to
give notice of intentions to introduce legislation,
consultation and briefings from the Treasurer and
the Minister for Finance with their departmental
secretaries, and so on. The document is about
small incremental changes. They will not
change the voting system for the House of
Representatives that still returns results skewed
in favour of the bigger players and effectively

political impasse
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shuts out large sections of public opinion. The
Greens have only just managed to put a tiny
chink in that armour with the election of Adam
Bandt for the seat of Melbourne. A start has been
made but fundamental parliamentary reform is
still to be put on the agenda (see page 3).

The coming together of Labor, the Greens,
Tasmanian independent Andrew Wilkie and two
of the “three (independent) amigos” would hold
out some hope for action on the long-ignored
wishes of the Australian people. But hope is
not enough. If the Greens are going to be able
to make the most of the opening that has been
given them by voters, action in support of
progressive demands will have to be organised
in the labour movement and the rest of the
community. We can’t “leave it to the Greens”.

It is not time to stop pushing for the
abolition of the Australian Building and
Construction Commission, for example. It is
not time to stop demanding action on climate
change or an end to the privatisation going on
by stealth, particularly in the fields of health
and education. Neither is it time to downplay
or shelve the socialist alternative to the whole
capitalist system of exploitation. In fact, the time
to step up the efforts to build the party carrying
those hopes, the Communist Party, has well and
truly arrived. &
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Monopoly power and mega profits

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics mining sector
profits rose to $25 billion for the three months to June 30 — a whop-
ping increase of 63 percent! The mining corporates are not alone in
the mega profit stakes. The four big banks (ANZ, NAB, Westpac,
Commonwealth) have also been churning out record profits. In 2009,
the underlying profits of the Big Four hit a massive pre-tax return
of almost 30 percent (David Richardson, On Line Opinion). They
may operate in very different types of business, but the banks and
mining corporations have a great deal in common with their huge
concentrations of wealth and the monopoly power they exercise over
governments and pricing.

Competition policy, deregulation and privatisation have facilitated
rapid monopolisation of these and other major industries on a na-
tional and global basis. Without real competition and little government
regulation they charge what they can get.

In Australia, the way was paved for monopolisation of the bank-
ing sector and effective elimination of competition in pricing with
the privatisation of the Commonwealth and state-owned banks. The
power and profit-churning capacity of the banks were also increased
through financial deregulation and government guarantees during
the recent financial and economic crisis. The Big Four emerged from
the financial crisis stronger than ever, monopolising over 90 percent
of mortgage loans and banking in Australia. The banks, a law unto
themselves, thanked the people and businesses of Australia with a
destructive credit squeeze.

Richardson says it is estimated that around $20 billion of the Big
Four’s $35 billion in underlying profit is additional profit resulting
from their market power. The monopolisation process continues, with
recent take overs of St George by Westpac and BankWest by the
Commonwealth Bank. It is only a matter of time before a federal gov-
ernment capitulates and takes the next step in deregulation — allowing
foreign banks to takeover the Big Four. Richardson points out that
their profits in 2009 were just under three percent of national income
as measured by Gross Domestic Product (GDP). That means that for
every dollar spent by Australians, three cents ends up as underlying
profit for the Big four parasites!

In the mining sector there is a similar process of monopolisation,
mega profits and concentration of power in the hands of a few mining
corporations. These mining corporations played a major role in the
replacement of Malcolm Turnbull by climate change denier Tony
Abbott as leader of the Coalition, in the coup that saw Kevin Rudd
replaced by Julia Gillard as Prime Minister, and in the replacement
of the super profits tax on the mining industry by a watered down
mineral resources tax. The confidence and arrogance of the big min-
ing corporates was expressed by BHP Billion CEO Marius Kloppers
when he said: “All oppositions become governments. All governments
become oppositions. But whatever happens it doesn’t change how we
operate the business going forward.” (Financial Review 26-08-10).
They feel very comfortable with Liberal and Labor, but will show
their teeth if the Greens gain influence.

Monopoly power and pricing pay big dividends. In just three
months to the end of June, the mining sector raked in a whopping
$25 billion in profits — an increase of 63 percent! This follows an
increase of 9.2 percent in the first quarter of 2010 to $15 billion.
BHP’s profit of $12.46 billion was its second highest ever. (Australian
Bureau of Statistics)

The mega profits are derived from monopoly pricing and the high
demand from Asia, China in particular. At the same time these big
mining companies fight tooth and nail to avoid sharing their spoils with
the workers they exploit and the people of Australia whose resources
they are ripping out.

BHP is on the move to extend its monopoly power. Last month it
made a $42.5 billion (hostile) bid to take over the Canadian Potash
Corporation. Potash Corp is the world’s largest fertiliser company,
producing three key nutrients used in the production of fertiliser —
potash, phosphate and nitrogen. It claims to hold about 20 percent of
global capacity. BHP has its eyes on future demand from agricultural
sectors in China and other developing countries. A monopoly over
fertiliser would be like gold.

Neo-liberal policies of deregulation and privatisation have acceler-
ated the natural tendency of competition under capitalism to produce
monopoly capitalism. This process can only be halted by fundamental
policy change involving public ownership and control of mining and
banking, and strict regulation of these industries (and others too) so
that they operate in the interests of people and the planet.

Hoax e-mails about
Centrelink benefits

Recently, a new hoax e-mail, which claims that
“illegal” immigrants and refugees receive higher rates of
payment under a number of Centrelink programs, has been
circulated. Anyone receiving these hoax emails should
delete them and inform the person who forwarded the
email that the information it contains is false.

Why the e-mails are inaccurate:

Myth: Refugees can receive social security pay-
ments simply because they are refugees.

Fact: A refugee who has permanent residency in
Australia receives exactly the same social security benefit
as any Australian-born person in the same circumstances.
Refugees apply for social security through Centrelink like
everyone else and are assessed for the different payment
options in the same way as everyone else. There are no
separate Centrelink allowances that one can receive sim-
ply by virtue of being a refugee, nor do refugees receive
cash payments under either the Integrated Humanitarian
Settlement Strategy (IHSS) or the Settlement Grants
Program (SGP).

Myth: A single refugee receives $1,458 more per
month than an age pensioner.

Fact: A single person applying for Special Benefit
or the Newstart Allowance (whether or not he or she
is a refugee) will receive $456 per fortnight, whereas a
single person on an Age Pension payment will receive a
fortnightly payment of $671.90. A single age pensioner
therefore receives over $200 more per fortnight more than
a single refugee (or a single Australian-born person) who
qualifies for Special Benefit or Newstart — not $1,458 per
month less, as claimed in the first hoax email. Australian
citizens and permanent residents with dependent children
on lower to middle incomes (including refugees) may also
be eligible to receive Family Tax Benefits or Parenting
Payments; however none of these allowances are paid at
a higher rate than the single age pension.

Myth: Refugees receive higher rates of payment
under Centrelink programs than age pensioners or
other Australians.

Fact: Centrelink payments are calculated at exactly

the same rate for both refugees and non-refugees (for
instance, a single Australian-born person and a single
refugee on the Newstart allowance would both receive
exactly the same fortnightly payment of $456). The hoax
e-mail which claims that illegal immigrants and refugees
receive higher rates of payment than age pensioners under
a number of Centrelink programs, including the Partner
Allowance and the Hardship Allowance, quotes figures
which are grossly inaccurate. For instance, a single per-
son on an Age Pension payment receives a fortnightly
payment of $671.90, not $253 as claimed in the email,
and the maximum payment for the Partner Allowance is
$411.50, not $472.50.

Myth: Asylum seekers can receive Centrelink
payments.

Fact: Asylum seckers are not entitled to the same
forms of financial support as citizens or permanent
residents. The Asylum Seeker Assistance (ASA) Scheme
provides assistance to eligible asylum seekers who are in
the process of having their refugee status determined. The
ASA Scheme offers income support to cover basic living
expenses, paid at 89 percent of the Centrelink Special
Benefit. This would equal approximately $405.84 per
fortnight for a single asylum seeker — over $260 less than
the single age pension.

Myth: Illegal immigrants can receive Centrelink
payments.

Fact: In general, only Australian citizens and perma-
nent residents can receive social security payments from
Centrelink and illegal immigrants would certainly not
be entitled to such support. It is also factually incorrect
to refer to either refugees or asylum seekers as “illegal
immigrants”. Recognised refugees in Australia by defini-
tion hold either a Refugee Visa or a Protection Visa, both
of which entitle the holder to permanent residency. Asylum
seekers — regardless of how they arrive in Australia — are
permitted under Australian and international law to enter
Australia for the purpose of seeking asylum. Therefore
asylum seekers have not broken any law and should not
be referred to as illegal immigrants. &

Thank you.

Appeal from CP of Pakistan

Pakistan has been a victim of a disaster greater than Tsunami magnitude. So far
about 20 million people have been affected.

Here are the details to remit donations directly into the flood relief fund of CPP:
Muslim commercial bank, Risala Road, Branch, Hyderabad, Pakistan

# 0076-02-01-008749-9, 0076 country code, -02 currency code,

-01 branch code, -008749-9 is the principal account number.

Sydney

10:30am Thursday, September 23

A meeting of Retired Union members and their guests

The scourge of asbestos in Australia

Speakers: Barry Robson, Pres Asbestos Diseases Foundation
Maree Stokes, V/President Asbestos Diseases Foundation
Stephen Hayter, V/President NSW ARTU

Tom Mann Thearte 136 Calmers Street, Surry Hills
Authorised by: NSW Alliance of Retired Trade Unionists in cooperation with CRUMA.

PRESS FUND

Last week Tony Abbott announced that prior to the elections the
Greens and the ALP had entered into a pre-election agreement

to enable the ALP to form a government. How silly! The theory
assumes they knew in advance that the election would result in

a tied vote for the ALP and the conservatives, plus a dramatic
breakthrough for the Greens and independents. Many people
expected that the “two party system” would eventually unravel,
but later rather than sooner, so when it did happen it surprised
everyone. We intend to cover the extraordinary saga of the ongoing
struggle over the government of Australia, but The Guardian needs
your help by way of contributions to the Press Fund. Our sincere
thanks go to this week’s contributors, as follows:

B and J Brown $200, Lorenzo Cincotta $20, Alan McColin $25,
PDS $50, “Round Figure” $15, Mark Window $10, R Girvan $10.

This week’s total: $330 Progressive total: $4,010

Are you interested in:
- agricultural sustainability? - food security? - global social justice?
- universal health care? - education? - gsocializm in practice?

Be more than a tourist:
jein the Australia-New Zealand Brigade to Cuhnlﬂ
The brigade runs 27 December 2010 - 20 January 2011 andcﬂhﬂﬂﬁﬂ".'h' :
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True representation
Time for parliamentary reform

In a changing society, opportunity
must be given for new or devel-
oping political trends to have a
legitimate place in the political life
of the country in order to reflect
people’s desires for change. That
desire for change was reflected in
the increased vote of the Greens
and swing away from Labor and
support for independents. It was
not reflected in the allocation of
Lower House seats.

The present electoral system
does not adequately provide for the
representation of significant streams
of political thinking in Australia, par-
ticularly in the most important lower
houses of our parliaments. This was
very evident in last month’s federal
elections. The Greens, with more
than 1.4 million votes, got only one
seat (out of 150) in the Lower House.
Expressing it in percentage terms,
11.7 percent of the vote delivered less
than one percent of seats. Under an
electoral system where seat numbers
accurately reflect the political trends
of the electorate the Greens deserved
17 seats.

In the Senate, the outcome was
far more democratic. The Greens with
more than 1.5 million votes (12.9 per-
cent) won six out of the 40 seats being
contested (15 percent). The reason for
these quite different outcomes in the
two Houses is the nature of the voting
system for each House.

The Lower House is based on
single seat electorates (electoral
divisions) and a preferential system
where voters rank candidates in
order of preference. To win a seat
a candidate must gain a majority of
votes — either outright or with the
allocation of preferences of candidates
receiving the lowest votes. If Liberal
and Labor both outpoll the Greens or
another party or candidate, that third
party cannot be elected. At best pref-
erences of the party that comes third
determines the winner of that seat. A
party could in theory come third by
a narrow margin in every electorate
and still not win one seat.

In the Senate elections, six seats
in each state and two in each of the
territories are determined by a pref-
erential-proportional system. Where
candidates or parties do not have
enough votes to win a seat outright,

preferences are then distributed. This
form of representation for the “House
of Review” dates back to the time of
federation. It was formed to look after
the interests of the states, giving each
state equal representation, regardless
of population.

Two-party system

Australia’s partially democratic
voting system limits the representation
of smaller parties and independents.
Since federation, it has allowed
state and federal governments to
be dominated by alternate ALP or
Liberal-National Party Coalition
governments under what is referred
to as the two-party system.

The two-party system has domi-
nated Australia’s political life for more
than 100 years. The main political
parties have repeatedly disappointed
the Australian people, acting mainly
for the dominant vested corporate
interests. More and more people are
looking for alternative representatives.

This situation holds back political
development and acts as a conserva-
tive brake on the whole of society. It
obscures and protects the dictatorship
of capital over our economic and
political life.

Parliament and parliamentary
campaigns have an important place
in the whole process of the struggle
to advance the interests of the people
— provided that parliamentary activity
is combined with vigorous struggle
by the people outside parliament.
Reforms are now needed which can
bring a more democratic electoral
system.

The 2010 elections saw a break
through in challenging the two-party
system as a given. It saw many voters
overcome their fear and the mythol-
ogy that voting for the Greens or some
other party or independent ultimately
helped the Liberal Party.

The election of the Greens mem-
ber Adam Bandt to the Lower House
is an important breakthrough. In the
2007 federal elections the Greens
won over one million votes but did
not win a single seat in the House of
Representatives. They did win three
seats in the Senate. The Greens with
its large, and substantially increased
vote, constitute a major, progressive
political force that challenges the

two-party system. The need to form
a minority government is another
indication that the two-party system
is no longer a given.

Principles for reform
The Communist Party of Australia
puts forward the following ideas for
reform of our voting system:
Immediate reforms should be
based on the following principles:

* The election of representatives in

accordance with the proportion

of votes received, that is,

proportional representation.

Preferential voting, which

provides for voters to have their

priority ranking of candidates
recognised and counted, should
the voters’ first choice not be
elected.

» Compulsory voting at each level
of government. Non-compulsory
voting can result in the victims
of economic and political system
not exercising their right to vote
as disillusionment and cynicism
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overtake them. Non-compulsory
voting helps conservatives win
elections.

Taking these three principles
together would implement a com-
pulsory, proportional, preferential
voting system.

Other necessary reforms include:
e Parliament to run for fixed,

four-year terms so governments
cannot manipulate the electorate
and waste taxpayers’ money

by calling elections to suit the
particular interests of the party in
government.

* Repeal of electoral Acts which
discriminate against and allow
for interference in the internal
affairs of small parties, such
as the requirement to produce
membership lists for a party to be
registered.

« All candidates in each electorate
to be given equal free time on
public radio and TV to present an
election statement.

» Reduction in the size of deposits
to be paid by candidates to $250.
Large deposits currently act
as obstacles to smaller parties
and individuals participating in
elections.

* The permissible voting age to be
lowered from 18 to 16 years.

+ Elimination of all public funding
for election expenses. All political
parties should be dependent on
their own resources and popular
support and not subsidised by
taxpayers’ money.

+ Donations by organisations,
companies and individuals who
are not members of the Party
to be limited to not more than
$1,000.

Methods of election

The CPA proposes the Hare-Clark
system of election. This has been used
to elect the Lower House in Tasmania
since 1909 and has been adopted in
the ACT.

The system provides for multi-
member electorates. Electorates
are larger than for single member
constituencies and are to be
represented by a number of members
of parliament. Tasmania, for example,
currently has five seven-member

electorates, making a total of 35
State MPs.

The Hare-Clark method is a
variation of preferential-proportional
representation voting which gives
the people a wider choice of
candidates and a choice of local
members to whom they can take
their concerns.

For each electorate, preferential
voting is used to elect the candidates
who will be members for that
electorate. Each candidate must obtain
a certain quota of votes in order to
be elected.

Electoral boundaries for Lower
House elections should be drawn up
on a population basis. Voting should
be compulsory and preferential with
the seats in a constituency being
apportioned according to a quota
of the votes cast as in the Senate at
present.

The current compulsory,
proportional-preferential system
should be retained for elections for
all Upper House seats and should
be held at the same time as Lower
House elections.

When Australia’s electoral system
is based on a form of proportional
representation, votes for left and
progressive candidates will more
easily be translated into seats in
parliament or local councils.

It is time to repeal the Electoral
Act and to introduce a more
democratic method of election.

Allegations that the election of
more candidates from small parties
and independents will “destabilise”
our political system are nonsense and
are not borne out by the presence in
other parliaments of independents and
representatives of smaller parties. As
an MP once commented, “if its just
stability that you re after, a military
dictatorship will give it to you every
time”.

The CPA calls for a compulsory,
proportional-preferential voting
system which gives the people a
wider choice of candidates through
multi-member electorates and a
choice of local members to whom
they can take their concerns. We
invite readers’ and other parties’
comments and suggestions on these
proposals. &
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Megabolt workers fight to get
off minimum wage

Workers at Megabolt in
the Melbourne suburb of
Campbellfield have been forced
to take protected action after
negotiations to establish their
first union collective agreement
broke down. Until they joined
the Australian manufacturing
Workers’ Union (AMWU) to fight
for a better deal, some workers
had been on only $15 per hour,
for up to ten years.

More than 25 AMWU members
stopped work last week, fed up with
the company’s reluctance to finalise
the negotiations.

The members have lowered
their wage claim by 10 percent since
negotiations began in December last
year, but Megabolt is still offering
an increase two percent lower than
workers will accept.

Union members are seeking
a wage rise of 20 percent over
three years, which would see many
Megabolt workers earning above
the minimum wage for the first time.
The members are asking for the new
agreement rates to be backpaid from
April 1, 2010, and for income protec-
tion, monthly RDOs and improved
health and safety measures including
a heat policy.

AMWU delegate, Zelko Cimboro,
says the workers have had enough.

“Negotiations have been going on

Proud to be Union

for about nine months now — back and
forward, back and forward — we just
couldn’t get an agreement.

“The company’s bargaining team
just kept saying they couldn’t make
a decision, that the company direc-
tor had to make the decision, but he
never came to any of the meetings,
so nothing ever got resolved.

“So we took a vote, and we voted
to take protected action, because in the
end we just want this sorted out but
the company kept dragging their feet.

“Now they want to meet again
and we’ve said we want to meet
with the company director so we can
actually get this sorted out,” he said.

Although the plant has remained

open, with non-union workers and
contractors remaining on site, morale
has been kept up and the majority of
Megabolt workers have joined the
action.

“It’s been a good action and it’s
going to be a good agreement,” said
AMWU organiser Ali Mulipola.

“We’ve had workers sign up to

Photo: Anna Pha

the union on the day so they can join
the picket line. They really want to
see the company do the right thing.

“Already we’re seeing a result in
that the company director has finally
agreed to attend a bargaining meet-
ing for the first time next Monday,”
he said. &

Unions send
message to UPS

The Australian Transport Union
Federation (TUF) last week
held a protest outside the UPS
depot in the southern Sydney
suburb of Botany to support and
International Transport Federation
(ITF) international day of action
against the company after it
intimidated and sacked workers
in Turkey.

Newly elected ITF president
and national secretary of the
Maritime Union of Australia, Paddy
Crumlin, said that 157 workers
had been sacked since April in
an attempt to de-unionise the
workforce.

“Here we have a multi-national
corporation making millions of
dollars a year while workers are
forced to work up to 80 hour weeks
for a paltry wage,” Mr Crumlin
said.

“There are reports coming
back to the ITF telling us that
management has used firearms
on a picket line in Izmir. This is
disgraceful conduct and unions
around the world are sending a
message today that this behaviour
will not be tolerated,” Mr Crumlin
said.

The Australian protest kicked
off a day of action across the globe
with transport unions in the USA,

Netherlands, Hong Kong, South
Africa and Argentina confirming
their protest actions.

ITF Vice Chair Asia Pacific
Regional Conference and TWU
national secretary, Tony Sheldon,
said that the intimidation and
bullying by the company was not
acceptable.

“We are seeing drivers in
Turkey finish their days work and
get directed on an overnight trip to
other major cities throughout the
country,” Mr Sheldon said.

“There are drivers getting their
pay docked if they stop for a toilet
break — these pressures can only
lead to unsafe working practices
and deaths on the roads, and that is
a major concern.

“The management and
employees of UPS in Australia
needs to be aware of what is
happening in other parts of the
world. The sacked workers need
to be reinstated immediately and
we will be sending the message up
the management structure that the
actions can’t be condoned and need
to be stopped,” Mr Sheldon said.
TUF’s membership includes the
Rail Tram and Bus Union, the
Maritime Union of Australia and
the Transport Workers Union of
Australia. &

Without revolutionary theory, there can be no revolutionary practice.
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WA: Union offers support for
traditional land owners

The Australian Manufacturing
Workers’ Union (AMWU) is
warning the James Price Point
Gas Hub in WA must be built
with the agreement and good
will of Kimberley Aboriginal
communities and the Kimberley
Land Council (KLC).

AMWU WA secretary,

Steve McCartney, said the West
Australian government will fail the
WA public and Indigenous commu-
nities if the process of compulsory
land acquisition at James Price
Point continues.

“Until such a time that an
agreement exists, the Barnett gov-
ernment will not achieve union
support for the project,” he said.

“The Barnett government is set

to repeat the failings of the Court
government, which resulted in long
protracted battles with traditional
owners in the courts, delaying

the benefits of these projects for
years,” said Steve McCartney.

He said the KLC has
approached the negotiations with
the State government in a profes-
sional and structured manner and
that it was a pity that the Barnett
government has destroyed any
good faith between the parties by
consistently threatening the use of
compulsory acquisition.

“The Premier will cause dam-
age to Indigenous communities
for years to come if he continues
down this path; this is why the
AMWU will not support the gas

hub project while the compulsory
acquisition process is underway.”

The union will convene a
meeting of fellow construction
unions and the KLC in the coming
weeks to consider how the union
movement will support the tradi-
tional owners in the Kimberley.

“We will not stand idly by
while the State government steals
this land from its rightful owners,”
Steve McCartney said.

“The AMWU will stand shoul-
der-to-shoulder with Kimberley
Indigenous people to ensure the
gas hub delivers good, secure and
safe jobs and greater employment
and training opportunities for all
people.” &

Massive surge in
coal and iron ore earnings

Earnings from Australia’s resourc-
es sector will continue to boom
and reap windfall record profits
for mining companies, accord-
ing to the latest report from the
Australian Bureau of Agricultural
Research and Resource Economics
(ABARE).

While earnings from all major
commodities are surging, coal and
iron ore are the big winners, return-
ing to their pre-global financial crisis
mega profit levels.

According to the ABARE report,
total coal export earnings will rise
from $35.7 billion to $50.3 billion in
the next year.

Metallurgical coal goes from
$23.5 billion to $34.5 billion.

Thermal coal goes from $12.2
billion to $15.8 billion.

Iron ore goes from $31.7 bil-
lion in 2009-10 to $47.7 billion in
2010-11.

The sheer dimension of this surge
in coal earnings can be judged by
comparing these huge figures with
those of the 1990s and earlier this
decade when export earnings were
closer to $10 billion a year.

The surge in coal profits was
also underlined in an analysis by
global energy consultant Wood
Mackenzie that says coal companies

operating in Australia will earn
$97.1 billion in profits between July
2012 and 2016.

The analysis is based on 140
foreign and Australian-owned mines.

The Wood Mackenzie report
also showed that global coal prices
have jumped by up to 55 percent
this year.

Figures recently released by the
Australian Treasury show that in the
space of just 12 months resources
profits soared from a massive $40
billion to $91billion in 2009.
Common Cause, journal of
Mining and Energy Division of
the CFMEU (Aug/Sep 2010) &
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Australian native species face
extinction crisis

Peter Mac

Professor Iain Gordon, a biodi-
versity scientist working for the
Commonwealth Scientific and
Industrial Research Organisation
(CSIRO), has warned that many
Australian mammals are facing
extinction in a looming biodiversity
crisis.

Since the arrival of European
settlers in Australia 22 species have
become extinct. Another 100 are
now on the federal government’s list
of threatened or endangered species.
The threatened species include many
varieties of possums and quolls, and
there has even been discussion of
including the koala in the list.

The introduction of feral animals,
increased grazing pressure, altered
fire regimes, and the clearing of
habitat for development have
resulted in an alarming reduction
in the population size and range of
native species. Many of them face
a combination of these phenomena,
and all of them now face the added
threat of climate change,

Professor Gordon has commented:
“This is undoubtedly one of the major
biodiversity conservation issues
affecting Australia. It’s crucial we
focus on the management solutions
required to stop these species falling
into extinction”.

Saving threatened species
depends on the nature of the threats
themselves. Dealing with feral
animals, for example, requires very
careful control of domesticated cats
and dogs, and the implementation
and maintenance of feral eradication
programs. On the other hand, the
main dangers facing native species
arise from commercial industries and
government policies.

Runaway development
kills species

Many native species now face
extinction because the size of their
habitats is shrinking as a result of
expanding urban development. New
housing developments in outlying
areas are almost entirely based on low
density planning. The predominant
housing type is the super-big

“Macmansion”, the presumed market
favourite. The average new Australian
house is now the biggest in the world.

The prevailing assumption
among big property developers and
conservative governments seems to
be that Australia is a huge country
with a relatively small population,
so it does not matter if our towns
and cities sprawl an awful lot.
They don’t recognise that the area
of our landmass suitable for urban
development comprises a very small
proportion of the total. Medium and
high density development is largely
restricted to the major cities, in
areas close to the city centres, which
are already built to relatively high
densities (often with building stock
whose retention is important for
historical or other cultural reasons).

The dominant motivation for
urban development in Australia
is profit maximisation, The need
to conserve areas of cultural or
natural significance are deemed
an impediment, to be overcome
if necessary by special legislation
such as the NSW law which allows
big developers to bypass local
government objections and go straight
to the state minister for approval.

Nature dying of thirst

Inappropriate agriculture, for
example schemes requiring heavy
irrigation, will also threaten natural
ecosystems by reducing watercourse
flows. However, agriculture is a
crucial human activity, which, as
evidence here and elsewhere indicates,
can successfully coincide with the
conservation of biodiversity.

This depends on very careful
control of the allocation and use of
our diminishing water resources,
particularly because of climate
change. The CSIRO predicts that
by 2030 available surface water
will fall by eight percent in the
Macquarie, Barwon-Darling and
Gwydir catchments, nine percent in
the Murrumbidgee and 11 percent in
the Lachlan.

However, the commercial trade
in water rights, which has forced the
federal government to buy back water
rights from farmers and irrigation
corporations (often at top prices
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A critically endangered marsupial — the northern quoll.

because of market conditions), is the
biggest stumbling block to wise and
efficient use of the nation’s water.

Moreover, the government has
exercised little control over the sale
of rights to water, our most crucial
natural asset, to overseas interests.
Two years ago the government’s
purchase of 240,000 megalitres
of water rights from the Twynam
Agricultural Group, controlled by a
Brazilian multi millionaire, cost the
nation $303 million.

There is now tremendous
interest among overseas investors in
purchasing water rights, particularly
in Australia, which provides golden
opportunities for overseas investment,
with little government control and
virtually no oversight from the
Foreign Investment Review Board.
Investors in water rights see the
impact of climate change not as a
threat to life on the planet, but as a
chance to make huge profits from the
sale of a commodity which is crucial
for human life, and for which there is
an inexhaustible demand.

And at the moment Australia is
their favourite place, according to
Guy Kingwill, chief executive of

US and UK-controlled agricultural
corporation Tandou. “We know
that water is a scarce resource in
a resource-starved world. We are
long-term investors in secure water
entitlements, and Australia is one of
the few countries in the world where
you can own these,” he commented
enthusiastically.

Mining kills species

One of the biggest threats to
both nature and agriculture, not
to mention human health, is coal
mining. The NSW Hunter Valley is
now pock-marked with huge open
cut mines which hideously disfigure
the landscape, eliminate native flora
and fauna as well as agriculture, and
threaten human and animal health
with coal dust emissions.

The mining industry wants to
construct longwall mines under the
vast and wonderfully fertile Liverpool
Plains in NSW, with the virtual
certainty of ruining the surface and
subterranean watercourses, as well
as losing at least part of the area’s
beautiful topsoil. The industry’s plans
to build long-wall mines beneath the
Dharwal natural conservation area

south-west of Sydney are a major
threat to its ecology.

And, of course, the use of coal
for power generation results in
the emission of carbon dioxide,
a greenhouse gas and major
contributor to climate change, which
is threatening the entire planet. Coal-
fired power stations contribute almost
half of Australia’s carbon emissions,
and on a per capita basis Australia
is now the world’s worst emitter of
greenhouse gases.

The way ahead

The conservative coalition and
ALP governments have failed to
conserve native species because of
their subservience to the demands
of major commercial interests,
particularly the mining industries.

A new federal government with
the far more progressive influence of
the Greens and the independents will
have a far better chance of dealing
with the threats to native species. It
is one of their biggest challenges,
because it is now clear that the
conservation of native species is
synonymous with the conservation
of human life. &

Greens force small crack in wall of secrecy

The Upper House of the NSW
Parliament has supported Greens
MP Sylvia Hale’s motion requiring
the government to produce docu-
ments relating to contamination at
Barangaroo and how the govern-
ment and Lend Lease propose to
deal with it.

“Barangaroo was the site of
a gasworks between 1842 and
1921. As a result, the site is heav-
ily polluted with heavy metals and
complex cyanides,” said Ms Hale,
Greens spokesperson for Planning.

“Even now highly carcinogenic
water continues to leach into build-
ings in the area. Seepage into the
basement of the Bond Building,
constructed by Lend Lease in 2003
opposite Barangaroo, has to be
pumped out regularly for treatment
before it can be safely disposed of.”

The proposal by Lend Lease to
carry out very deep excavation on
Barangaroo for a car park runs the
very real risk of permitting the con-
tamination to spread, warned Ms

Hale. She asked what will happen
when the concrete apron covering
the Barangaroo site is disturbed?
The removal of the existing sea
wall to create coves and canals
heightens the risk that the pollution
will leach into Darling Harbour
with disastrous impacts on every-
one who uses the Harbour as well
as its aquatic ecosystems.
“Submissions on the Lend
Lease proposal close on September
10. The release of the documents,
especially the ‘Human Health
and Ecological Risk Assessment’,
the reports on contamination at
Barangaroo prepared by Sinclair,
Knight Merz and on actual and
proposed remedial action plans, are
essential if the public is to be fully
informed as to the likely impact of
the proposed car park excavation.”
She pointed out that the release
of these documents is the first real
crack in the wall of secrecy sur-
rounding so much of Barangaroo.
“Just last week the Barangaroo

Delivery Authority (BDA) made
public its agreement with Lend
Lease to develop the site. But in no
fewer than 85 clauses and some 300
sub-clauses vital financial informa-
tion was withheld that would enable
the public to know just what is
going on.

“The BDA also refused to
reveal what obligations, if any,
have been placed on Lend Lease
if it does not meet waste removal
or other environmental targets at
Barangaroo.

“Surely the latest scandal about
cosy and potentially corrupt deals
at The Rocks should make it amply
clear just how dangerous secrecy
is and how it promotes improper
agreements.

“The success of today’s motion
will at least shed a little light on the
cosy but secret arrangements the
government has entered into with
Lend Lease,” said Ms Hale. &

Barangaroo, Sydney Harbour.
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Iraq: The political impasse six
months after the elections

Interview with Comrade Salam Ali, member of
the Central Committee of the Iraqi Communist Party

Question. Almost six months have passed
since the parliamentary elections in Iraq but a
new government with a popular mandate has
not taken office yet. It seems that the election
has exposed the complexities of the political
situation in Iraq. How do you evaluate the
situation?

Salam Ali. The failure to form a new
government has created a deep crisis with
grave consequences for the Iraqi people,
compounding crises that had already existed,
on political, economic and security levels. The
political impasse caused by the results of the
elections on March 7, 2010, with none of the
main four electoral blocs winning outright
majority, has led to mounting popular anger
and resentment.

The political vacuum has contributed to
a worsening security situation, while basic
services continue to deteriorate. The shortages
of electricity supply (with people getting only
few hours of intermittent supply in summer
temperatures soaring to 53C) have sparked
protests in several provinces. Violent clashes
between demonstrators and police in Basra led
to the resignation of the Minister of Electricity.

The popular anger has been directed against
the dominant political forces that have been
waging a fierce battle over power and wealth,
driven by their narrow political and partisan
interests and trying to preserve their enormous
privileges and positions in government.

In addition, they are all committed to main-
taining the infamous sectarian-ethnic power
sharing system, despite promises given during
their election campaigns that they will get rid of
it. The political manoeuvres of each of the three
blocs (State of Law, led by Maliki, Al-Iraqiya led
by Iyad Allawi and the National Coalition led by
Al-Hakim) have been centred on grabbing the
prime ministerial post and marginalising rivals.

The fierce struggle over political power
has also exposed and deepened the divisions
between major political groups, even within
the supposedly united coalitions themselves.

As the political deadlock continues, the pos-
sibility of forming a national unity government
that would be able to address the urgent needs
of the people is becoming more unlikely. Our
party has recently put forward, as an alternative

Political divisions and conflicts among Iraqi ruling elites must not be transferred to the ranks of the military institution.

Iraq since Saddam’s invasion of Kuwait) can
only be invoked by the UN Security Council if
there is “a threat to world peace”.

Q. In a recent article, Comrade Raed Fahmi,
a member of the Political Bureau of the Iraqi
Communist Party, referred to growing foreign
interference in the process of the formation of
the next Iraqi government. Where does such
interference come from?

SA. The political crisis has opened the door
for increased external interference, by the US
and regional powers, to influence the formation
of the government. This interference had already
been a big factor in the elections, influencing
its outcome.

Some political groups received enormous
financial support from outside. Hundreds of
millions of dollars were given by regional
powers, such as Saudi Arabia and Iran. It is

thriving in rampant corruption. These include
extremist Islamist groups such as al-Qaida and
remnants of Saddam’s Baath party. Their aim is
to destabilise the situation, create chaos, ignite
sectarian conflict and restore militias. These
terrorist activities also serve the agenda of
some political groups that use the deterioration
in security as a pretext to call for maintaining
American military presence.

Q. The last active combat units of the US
military left Iraq two weeks ahead of the August
31 deadline scheduled by US President Barack
Obama. In the face of the continuing stalemate in
the formation of a viable government, increased
terrorist activities and interference from neigh-
bouring states, what are the implications of this
withdrawal for security and political stability
in Iraq?

SA. As mentioned above, some Iraqi

External forces have a vested interest in
maintaining the status quo in Iraq, keeping it
weak and fragmented, to serve their own political
agenda and strategic inferests.

to this impasse, the idea of dissolving the parlia-
ment and calling for new elections on the basis
of Article 64 of the Constitution. This option
would spare the people and country the grave
consequences of a continued political vacuum.

Q. Do you think that it is feasible, if the cur-
rent impasse continues that the United Nations
becomes involved in the process of forming the
next government? In that case, what will be the
implications for Iraqi sovereignty?

SA. The role of the UN has been of an
advisory nature, so far. Some Iraqi political
leaders, as part of their manoeuvres, have called
for direct intervention by the UN in the process
of government formation, invoking Chapter 7
of the UN Charter. But such a role for the UN
is not feasible. Chapter 7 (which still applies to

an open secret that there is close coordination
between the intelligence bodies of neighbouring
countries with regard to the situation in Iraq.
External forces have a vested interest in main-
taining the status quo in Iraq, keeping it weak
and fragmented, to serve their own political
agenda and strategic interests.

Q. The severity of a number of terrorist
bombings in recent months serves to demon-
strate that the security situation is far from desir-
able. Who are behind these bombings? What
would be the consequences of the continuation
of such terrorist activities?

SA. The political crisis and delay in form-
ing the government has provided a favourable
climate for increased activity by anti-people
terrorist groups and also organised crime

political forces had pinned hopes on continued
American military presence to maintain their
positions and gains. They claim that the Iraqi
forces have not yet reached the desired level of
readiness to be able to confront security chal-
lenges. They also use the recent deterioration in
the security situation as a pretext to argue that
an early withdrawal of American forces will
play into the hands of terrorist groups as well
as regional powers such as Iran.

Our party has condemned and rejected such
calls, stressing that there should be no compro-
mise over the big national issue: of ending the
occupation and eliminating its legacy, regaining
our country’s full sovereignty and independ-
ence, for our people to control their resources
and wealth, and decide their own destiny with

their own free will. All efforts must be made
to provide the necessary political and material
prerequisites to end the occupation and ensure
the total withdrawal of all American forces by
the end of 2011 in accordance with the Iraq-US
security agreement.

The task of building Iraqi security forces on
the basis of patriotism, professionalism, compe-
tence, integrity and allegiance to the constitution
and homeland, continues to be an urgent task,
especially after the start of actual withdrawal
of American combat troops. Political divisions
and conflicts among Iraqi ruling elites must
not be transferred to the ranks of the military
institution.

As for dealing with the security situation,
our party has re-emphasised its position that
there should an integrated approach using a
host of political, economic, military and secu-
rity measures to defeat terrorism and acts of
sabotage.

Q. Finally could you please briefly touch
upon the key issues that the Iraqi working class
and the fraternal Iraqi Communist Party are
campaigning for right now?

SA. There are two major tasks facing the
party and the democratic forces. The first is to
intensify efforts to provide effective organisation
and leadership to a mass movement defending
the fundamental democratic rights and freedoms
of the people and striving to achieve Iraq’s full
national sovereignty and independence.

The second task is to strengthen the role
and influence of the democratic current in Iraqi
society and political life. Our party has stressed
the societal dimension of this current, and the
need to mobilise social movements alongside
political democratic forces. A number of meet-
ings have taken place recently to discuss these
issues and develop effective co-ordination
among various groups.

The recent anniversary of the July 14, 1958
Revolution was an occasion for joint activities
by democratic forces throughout Iraq. The
mass demonstration and rally that took place on
this anniversary in central Baghdad, attracting
thousands of people, had a big political impact
with calls for a speedy end to the political
impasse and for urgent action to tackle the severe
electricity shortages and deteriorating services.
These efforts will be culminated by holding a
national conference for the democratic current
in the near future. @&
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Book Review by Joel Wendland

Containing (un)American Bodies:

Race, Sexuality, and Post-9/11 Constructions of Citizenship
by Mary K Bloodsworth-Lugo and Carmen Lugo-Lugo (New York, Rodopi 2010)

Words matter. Especially when a US presi-
dent utters them, the corporate media echoes
them, and other ideological institutions put
them into practice as “official discursive
tools”, as Mary K Bloodsworth-Lugo and
Carmen Lugo-Lugo argue succinctly in their
new book Containing (un)American Bodies:
Race, Sexuality, and Post-9/11 Constructions
of Citizenship.

After 9/11 Bush used his immense social,
cultural, and political power to promote a dan-
gerous dichotomy between “true Americans”
and those whom he decided posed a threat
to America — not just to its physical security
but also to what he and much of the political
far right saw as its cultural norms and values.
This book will help contemporary readers and
future students of this era make sense of the US
political and cultural landscape since September
11, 2001.

As is well known, Bush gave voice to and
legitimised anti-Muslim, anti-Arab sentiments
which led easily and deliberately to an atmos-
phere of hate toward and fear of all “brown”
bodies (to use the book’s term) suspected of
being un-American and/or anti-American. As
Bloodsworth and Lugo explain, this official
arousal of fear was aimed at expanding the
notion of anti-American not just to those who
supported terrorism but those who opposed the
war in Iraq and questioned blind patriotism, to
immigrants, LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender) people and their allies, and even
to the incoming President.

While the reader may initially view this
subject matter as far too diverse to draw such
connections, Bloodsworth and Lugo succinctly
and convincingly make their case. Bush success-
fully used the September 11 terrorist attacks to
amplify an existing dichotomy of good and evil
as American and un-American that included a
notion of “heterosexuality (articulated as ‘fam-
ily values’) — associated with what is patriotic
and American, and homosexuality (articulated
as ‘anti-family values”) — associated with what
is threatening and un-American.”

This rhetoric translated into official govern-
ment action, reflected unquestioningly by the
mass media, as well as well-funded, highly-
motivated right-wing political action. It is no
accident that subsequent to Bush’s promotion
of this rhetoric, right-wing backed groups in
numerous states succeeded in banning same-sex
marriage (despite existing federal laws on the
matter). Bloodsworth and Lugo successfully
demonstrate how this rush to contain sexual
difference flowed almost naturally from the
same rhetoric that promoted fear and the need
to contain anti-American threats at home and
abroad.

While it is evident that Bush and the
Republicans hyped fear and anger about
same-sex marriage and terrorism as a means
to energise their political base and attack their
opponents as “un-American” in the 2004 elec-
tion, Bloodsworth and Lugo do not reduce this
political strategy simply to the use of “wedge
issues.” The political right’s main aim was to
transform legal structures to further entrench
inequalities as part of an anti-LGBT agenda.

Even as public support for the Iraq war
collapsed in 2004, Bush and the Republicans
casily shifted their anti-terrorism rhetoric to
anti-gay rhetoric, and some analysts attributed
Bush’s slim victory in 2004 to his reclamation
of “moral issues” (meaning anti-LGBT policies
and rhetoric).

The chapter on immigration is a crucial
historical study that is also particularly relevant
for today’s political landscape. As right-wing
moralisers identified LGBT activists with ter-
rorist threats, anti-immigrant activists worked
to construct immigrants as a similar threat. In
addition to the typical (though false) charge

that immigrants “steal” jobs, xenophobic voices
characterised them as criminal and illegal.

Groups like the Minutemen, with extremist
ties to skinhead and neo-Nazi groups, sprang up
and threatened violence against immigrants —
especially along the border with Mexico. FOX
News commentators waged a ceaseless rhetori-
cal war on immigrant communities, especially
those from Arabic-speaking and predominantly
Muslim countries and Latin America.

Republicans viciously attacked the candida-
cy of Barack Obama in 2008 by mobilising this
same rhetoric and fear-mongering. Republican
Party operatives, as well as the mainstream
media, located Obama within the same field of
understanding about what constitutes a “real”
American that was operative under Bush post
9/11.

As Bloodsworth and Lugo state, his attack-
ers sought “to render the body of Barack Obama
as threatening and in need of containment”
in the same manner as LGBT people, terror-
ists, and immigrants. In fact, it is no accident
that right-wing pundits continued to identify
President Obama with each of these catego-
ries, eg, the “birther conspiracy” and repeated
claims that Obama is a Muslim who supports
terrorists and seeks to undermine America as a
“Christian nation.”

President Obama’s election marked an
important turning point away from the manu-
factured climate of fear and hate that Bush
and the Republicans utilised to advance their
pro-corporate, pro-war, and anti-democratic
agenda. For its cataloguing of hundreds of state-
ments from right-wing sources that created this
atmosphere and mobilised this agenda, as well
as the careful analysis that links the confluence
of these incendiary “wedge” issues in the post
9/11 period, Containing (un)American Bodies
deserves wide readership and discussion.

The immediacy of the historical lessons
in this book provides are starkly apparent. In
today’s wave of anti-immigrant threats and
rhetoric surrounding Arizona’s anti-immigrant
law, Republicans are seeking to revitalise
stereotypes of immigrants as dangerous and
potentially terroristic. However, more and more
Americans are strongly resisting this new tide
of hate. People in all walks of life, from the
labour and civil rights movements, religious
organisations, artists, activists, and sports fig-
ures have stood up against reactionary laws like
Arizona’s SB 1070.

Notably, even prominent police officials
in Arizona and elsewhere have resisted these
moves, pointing to the fact that communities
with large immigrant populations have not
seen rising crime rates, and charactering anti-
immigrant laws like SB 1070 as potentially
dangerous for communities, where cooperation
between the immigrant residents and the police
has succeeded in preventing crime.

In addition, the need to end the military
occupation of Iraq quickly and to pursue
non-military alternatives to the current war in
Afghanistan are today majority points of view,
on which few pro-Republican pundits now waste
time characterising as “un-American”.

Increasing social movement pressure on the
government to reverse or alter key government
policies that impact LGBT people, such as the
military’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” rule, laws that
allow job discrimination against LGBT workers,
and unjust and irresponsible limits on marriage,
civil unions, and domestic partnership rights,
may see positive results soon — with favourable
election results for the Democrats. While none
of these changes alone will bring about a fully
just and equal society, the vocal and active
movement for this change signals that a new
political terrain, far different from that of the
Bush years, is steadily taking shape.
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a dangerous dichotomy between “true
Americans” and those whom he decided
posed a threat to America — not just

to its physical security but also to its
cultural norms and valves.
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Flying the flag, faking the news

John Pilger

Edward Bernays the American
nephew of Sigmund Freud, is
said to have invented modern
propaganda. During the First
World War, he was one of a group
of influential liberals who mounted
a secret government campaign to
persuade reluctant Americans to
send an army to the bloodbath in
Europe. In his book Propaganda,
published in 1928, Bernays wrote
that the “intelligent manipulation
of the organised habits and opin-
ions of the masses is an important
element in democratic society”, and
that the manipulators “constitute
an invisible government which
is the true ruling power in our
country”. Instead of propaganda,
he coined the euphemism “public
relations”.

The American tobacco industry
hired Bernays to convince women
that they should smoke in public. By
associating smoking with women’s
liberation, he made cigarettes “torch-
es of freedom”. In 1954, he conjured
a communist menace in Guatemala
as an excuse for overthrowing the
democratically elected government,
whose social reforms were threat-
ening the United Fruit Company’s
monopoly of the banana trade. He
called it a “liberation”.

Bernays was no rabid right-
winger. He was an elitist liberal who
believed that “engineering public
consent” was for the greater good.
This could be achieved by the crea-
tion of “false realities” which then
became “news events”. Here are
examples of how it is done these
days.

False reality: The last US
combat troops have left Iraq “as
promised, on schedule”, according
to President Barack Obama. The TV
news has been filled with cinematic
images of the “last US soldiers”,
silhouetted against the dawn light,
crossing the border into Kuwait.

Fact: They have not left. At
least 50,000 troops will continue to
operate from 94 bases. American air
assaults are unchanged, as are special

Bernays was no rabid right-winger. He was an elitist liberal who believed that “engineering public consent” was for the greater good.

forces’ assassinations. The number of
“military contractors” is 100,000 and
rising. Most Iraqi oil is now under
direct foreign control.

False reality: BBC presenters
have described the departing US
troops as a “sort of victorious army”’
that has achieved “a remarkable
change in [Iraq’s] fortunes”. Their
commander, General David Petraeus,
is a “celebrity”, “charming”, “savvy”
and “remarkable”.

Fact: There is no victory of
any sort. There is a catastrophic
disaster, and attempts to present
it as otherwise are a model of
Bernays’s campaign to “rebrand”
the slaughter of the First World
War as “necessary” and “noble”. In
1980, Ronald Reagan, running for
president, rebranded the invasion of
Vietnam, in which up to three million
people died, as a “noble cause”, a

theme taken up enthusiastically by
Hollywood. Today’s Iraq war movies
have a similar purging theme: the
invader as both idealist and victim.

False reality: It is not known
how many Iraqis have died. They
are “countless”, or maybe “in the
tens of thousands”.

Fact: As a direct consequence of
the Anglo-American-led invasion, a
million Iraqis have died. This figure,
from Opinion Research Business,
follows peer-reviewed research
by Johns Hopkins University in
Washington, DC, whose methods
were secretly affirmed as “best
practice” and “robust” by the Blair
government’s chief scientific adviser.
This is rarely reported or presented
to “charming” American generals.
Neither is the dispossession of four
million Iraqis, the malnourishment
of most Iraqi children, the epidemic

Iraq/Afghanistan vets give
support to Islamic centre

Joel Wendland

In a letter of support for the First
Amendment, veterans of the Iraq
and Afghanistan wars have sent
an open letter to the organisers
of ParkS51 Community Centre in
lower Manhattan describing the
effort as being “about as pro-
America as one can get”.

Park51 is the new name of the
community centre, which would,
in addition to athletic and cultural
facilities, house a prayer room
for Muslim users of the centre.
It recently came under fire from
Republican Party leaders and pun-
dits like Sarah Palin, Pat Buchanan
and Newt Gingrich. In a chorus
they argued that Muslims shouldn’t
be allowed to build a centre in
lower Manhattan, the site of the
September 11, 2001 attacks.

Despite the opposition from the
Republican Party, and because of
the long community ties the Park51
group has in New York, both the
city’s political establishment and
most of its residents have supported
the move.

The veterans’ letter comes after
strong statements on behalf of the
religious freedoms of all Americans
from New York Mayor Bloomberg
and President Obama.

Authored by VoteVets.org, an
organisation that advocates for vet-
erans’ issues and supports veterans
for elected office, the letter urged
the Park51 organisers not to aban-
don the project.

In addition the letter asked
the group to circulate the letter
to any interested party, “so they
know that veterans like us see
this as an important issue of our
very Constitution and our national
security.”

The veterans cited their sworn
oath as members of the military “to
uphold the Constitution” as a basic
reason for their support for the
project.

The letter noted the hypocrisy
of the opponents of the project:

“For all the talk these days from
some quarters about the importance
of protecting the Constitution and
allowing the free market to work
unfettered, those same people are

fighting against your community’s
right to buy property and wor-

ship freely. Our duty to protect the
Constitution didn’t end when our
service did. It’s up to us to stand up
for the right for all Americans to
enjoy the Constitutional freedoms
that so many around the world
don’t have. So, we are standing up
for you.”

Protection of the rights of all
Americans to practice their faith in
the manner of their choosing would
also “deal a blow to the propaganda
of al Qaeda and Islamist extremists,
who recruit on the talking point that
the United States is in a war against
Islam.”

Finally, the letter noted that
taking a stand on behalf of the
Constitution promotes the safety of
US military forces abroad.

“As veterans of Iraq and
Afghanistan,” it concluded, “we
believe the construction of your
community centre isn’t ‘anti-Amer-
ica’ at all. In fact, building your
community centre is about as pro-
America as one can get.”

People’s World &

of mental illness, or the poisoning
of the environment.

False reality: The British econ-
omy has a deficit of billions which
must be reduced with cuts in public
services and regressive taxation, in a
spirit of “we’re all in this together”.

Fact: We are not in this together.
What is remarkable about this PR tri-
umph is that only 18 months ago, the
diametric opposite filled TV screens
and front pages. Then, in a state of
shock, truth became unavoidable, if
briefly. The Wall Street and City of
London trough was on full view for
the first time, along with the venality
of once-celebrated snouts. Billions
in public money went to inept
and crooked organisations known
as banks, which were spared debt
liability by their Labour government
sponsors.

Within a year, record profits and
personal bonuses were posted and
the “black hole” was no longer the
responsibility of the banks, whose
debt is to be paid by those not in
any way responsible: the public.
The received media wisdom of this
“necessity” is now a chorus, from
the BBC to the Sun. A masterstroke,
Bernays would surely say.

False reality: Ed Miliband offers
a “genuine alternative” as leader of
the Labour Party.

Fact: Miliband, like his brother

and almost all those standing for
the British Labour leadership, is
immersed in the effluent of New
Labour. As a New Labour MP and
minister, he did not refuse to serve
under Blair or to speak out against
Labour’s persistent warmongering.
He now calls the invasion of Iraq
a “profound mistake”. Calling it a
mistake insults the memory and the
dead. It was a crime, of which the
evidence is voluminous.

He has nothing new to say about
the other colonial wars, none of them
mistakes. Neither has he demanded
basic social justice — that those who
caused the recession clear up the
mess and that Britain’s fabulously
rich corporate minority be taxed seri-
ously, starting with Rupert Murdoch.

The good news is that false
realities often fail when the public
trusts its own critical intelligence.
Two classified documents recently
released by WikiLeaks express the
CIA’s concern that the populations
of European countries, which oppose
their governments’ war policies, are
not succumbing to the usual propa-
ganda spun through the media.

For the rulers of the world, this
is a conundrum, because their unac-
countable power rests on the false
reality that no popular resistance
works. And it does.

Information Clearing House @&

South Africa’s
government urged to
talk to unions

South Africa’s communists have
called on the ANC (African
National Congress) government
and the country’s unions to “sit
down and engage frankly” in order
to resolve a three-week-long public
sector strike.

The central committee of the
South African Communist Party
(SACP) warned allies in the Tripartite
Alliance (ANC, SACP, Congress of
South African Trade Unions) that
“the longer it is prolonged the more
everyone suffers and the danger of
unbridgeable positions becoming
entrenched.”

Its leadership also said the

demands of the strikers were
legitimate.

Noting that the “wage gap in the
public sector between the highest paid
echelons and the lowest is 91 to 17, it
urged ANC ministers to ensure that
there is a “collective moratorium on
salary increases” at the top.

The SACP CC also condemned
“acts of gross indiscipline” on the
part of some strikers, such as neglect
of intensive care unit patients and
physical threats against scabs, warning
that this served to “detract from the
legitimacy of the struggle.”
Morning Star &
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Crisis in Honduras:
labour takes hold

WT Whitney

The labour movement, responding
to murders of peasant activists and
to precarious living conditions, is
leading popular mobilisation in
Honduras. Now a teachers’ strike
is targeting the government of
President Porfirio Lobo, legacy
of last year’s US-assisted, right-
wing coup that removed President
Manuel Zelaya.

Late this month, three members
of the Unified Campesino Movement
of Aguan (MUCA) were ambushed
and murdered, allegedly by assail-
ants hired by agri-business tycoon
Miguel Facussé. The body of peasant
leader Maria Teresa Flores, mother of
14 children, was found in the same
region, a week after she had been
tortured and murdered. The shooting
death on August 25 of Israel Zelaya
Diaz brought the total of journalists
killed this year to nine.

In a radio interview, Berta Oliva,
president of the COFADEH human
rights group, revealed the existence of
a common grave containing the bodies
of 100 recently assassinated victims.

Prensa Latina reported that
50,000 Honduran have lost jobs
this year and that 180,000 went job-
less in 2009. Drought in southern
Honduras has necessitated UN food
aid. Teachers, up against a proposed

General Education Law that would
privatise education, are at the centre
of mounting turmoil.

They went on strike early in
August, demanding the government
pay back $242 million plundered
from the teachers’ pension fund
after the coup, pay into the pension
fund more than $200 million unpaid
since 2007, and reverse the firings of
workers at the National Autonomous
University. On August 20, police
attacked 25,000 teachers marching
in Tegucigalpa, wounding several.
Some 30,000 demonstrated on August
23. “We don’t want public education
to die,” Edgardo Casana, president
of the COPRUMH teachers’ union,
told reporters.

Meeting simultaneously in
Honduras, unionists from 12 coun-
tries belonging to FELATRAC, the
Coca Cola workers’ federation, sent
a letter to Latin American presidents.
They backed the striking teachers’
demands and urged the presidents
to continue non-recognition of the
Porfirio Lobo government and fight to
keep Honduras out of the Organisation
of American States. In the letter, they
blamed biofuel-producing landown-
ers, Facussé chief among them, for
10 peasant murders this year.

Edgardo Casana, expressing
gratitude for FELATRAC’s support,
noted, “In the end, the world acquires

goods, capital, and wealth through the
muscle power of workers.”

In a dramatic display of worker
solidarity, “hundreds of thousands” of
Hondurans mobilised by the National
Front of Popular Resistance (FNRP)
and the CUTH Labour Federation
marched on August 18 in support of
the teachers. They demanded also a
minimum wage increase; rejection of
a proposed “public-private investment
law”, seen as a vehicle for privatisa-
tion; and action against a pending
“law on temporary employment” that
assails social security.

Union leader and FNRP head
Juan Barahona told reporters, “We
are not going to rest until Honduras
is re-founded.” He anticipated an
announcement soon as to whether
or not FNRP had reached its target
of securing one million signatures
in favour of a Constituent Assembly.
The FNRP web site on August 27
published “communication number
one” of the “Regional Committee
for the General Strike,” now in the
planning stages. At a press conference
CUTH secretary general Israel Salinas
declared, “We are living in a situation
of ungovernability.”

Setting the tone for worker
mobilisation is ex- President Manuel
Zelaya. In an August 22 letter from
exile in the Dominican Republic, the
former lumber and cattle businessman

President Porfirio Lobo.

denounced the “insatiable appetite of
a few” who are privatising basic serv-
ices. Addressed to “Worker Comrades
of Honduras”, the letter called upon
unions and peasants to join Indigenous
and African-descended peoples in
struggle for rights “delayed for cen-
turies”. Writing as the “Coordinator
General of the FNRP”, Zelaya
accused the current regime of “turning
back all the laws, decrees, regulations
we took [as President] to benefit the
people.”

“We are all workers, all of us
who work for salaries and other
compensations,” Zelaya explained.
And “the working class, employed,

unemployed, and underemployed,
in rural areas and in cities, must
feel itself unified and must identify
with this struggle.” He concluded:
“Workers of my land, unity with the
teachers or death!”

Honduran academician and
veteran human rights activist Juan
Almendares, quoted in a recent
NACLA report, commented, “Today,
the struggle is precisely about the
neoliberal economic model, impe-
rial globalisation, and this whole
campaign by financial capital to gain
power over our lands, to take our
resources.”

People’s World &

JCP and CPI(M) developing
exchange and solidarity

The delegations of the Japanese
Communist Party and the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) on August 28 ended their
three-day talks at the JCP head
office. The two parties agreed to
develop cooperation on the task
of eliminating nuclear weapons
as well as exchange and solidarity
between them.

JCP Chair Shii Kazuo and
CPI(M) General Secretary Prakash
Karat shared their joy of success
in the deepening of understanding
about each other’s theoretical ori-
entation and activities in the talks,
which were held for the first time in
eight years.

In the talks on August 27, JCP
Chair Shii explained the new JCP
Program that was adopted in 2004.

He said that the Program focuses
on the path toward a democratic
revolution in Japan and contains
advanced theories depicting the
projected course of the 21st cen-
tury world based on the structural
changes that took place in the
world in the 20th century.

Shii gave a detailed explana-
tion on the present situation in
Japan, the new world outlook
after structural changes take hold,
development of a current definition
of imperialism, the trend towards
regional cooperation for peace
replacing military alliances, and the
JCP’s view on the collapse of the
Soviet Union.

CPI(M) General Secretary
Karat thanked Shii for his explana-
tion, expressing appreciation for the

JCP’s struggle against US global
domination and the tyrannical rule
of business circles and large corpo-
rations, and the efforts to create a
world without nuclear weapons.
He also explained that the
CPI(M) has made developments
in its program as to foreign capital
inflows, a multi-party system, and
creating a combination of a market
economy and a planned economy.
On August 28, Shii explained
the JCP view on the develop-
ment of the situation related to
nuclear weapons after the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty Review
Conference in May, and stressed
the importance of the activity to
urge the international community to
demand a start to negotiations for
a treaty banning nuclear weapons.

Karata said that he fully supports
the JCP’s position.

The JCP chair also said that the
Party carefully examined the theo-
ries on a future society since Lenin
and advanced a revised theory in its
new Program.

The CPI(M) General Secretary
said the CPI(M) promotes exchang-
es with not only left parties but
other ruling and opposition parties
of neighbouring countries in order
to establish peace and security in
South Asia.

At the end of the talks, Karat
said that he felt the seriousness of
the JCP for developing relations
between the two parties. He stated:
the CPI(M) and the JCP are com-
munist parties that have overcome
various difficulties in the last

quarter-century. This proves that it
is possible to form a political force
by independently applying scien-
tific socialism or Marxism in each
country.

Shii praised the CPI(M) for
maintaining the firm position to
defend people’s interests despite
the loss of many members by
unlawful terrorism and persecution.
He wished the relations with the
CPI(M) develop further, by saying,
“I am deeply moved by the fact that
the CPI(M) keeps up its independ-
ent spirit, displays sincerity in mak-
ing clear its own weaknesses, and
thus continues forward. The talks
this time were very meaningful
ones for us.”

Akahata &

““The Israeli theatre is not a puppet theater”

Hundreds gathered on August 30
at the Habima National Theatre in
Tel Aviv to demonstrate support
for its actors who are boycotting
performances in the Occupied West
Bank settlement of Ariel.

A leading Communist Party
of Israel member, MK Dov Henin
(Hadash) said in the rally that, “the
Israeli theatre is not and will not be
a puppet theatre. It is a theatre of
people with independent thoughts
and consciences.”

Peace Now general-secretary
Yariv Oppenheimer also said the
rally “wasn’t only sending a message
about the occupation, but also about
democracy. These actors have the

right to exercise their own free will
and not perform somewhere they
don’t want to.”

When asked to respond to critics
who have said that art and culture
shouldn’t be mixed with politics,
Oppenheimer said, “Of course they
mix, and culture and art have a role
to play in speaking about issues of
values and morals.”

Following media reports that sev-
eral major theatre houses are sched-
uled to perform at the Ariel Centre,
dozens of very known professional
theatre actors and workers issued a
public letter in which they vowed
not to perform there because it is in
the Palestinian occupied territories.

Authors Amos Oz, David
Grossman, AB Yehoshua and Sami
Michael, as well as Israel Prize
laureate, sculptor and architect Dani
Caravan signed a petition supporting
the boycott, as did additional actors
and directors.

The letter was criticised by mem-
bers of the extreme-right government,
including Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu, who at the beginning
of a cabinet meeting said, “Israel is
under an attack of delegitimisation
by elements in the international com-
munity. This attack includes attempts
to enact economic, academic and
cultural boycotts. The last thing we
need at this time is to be under such

an attack — I mean this attempt at a
boycott — from within.”

The actors’ boycott of the new
Ariel Cultural Centre received a boost
with over 250 academics and several
dozen authors and artists signing letters
in their support. In the academics’ let-
ter faculty members from universities
across the country vowed not to lecture
or participate in any discussions in
settlements, and voiced support for
the theatre artists who have said they
would refuse to perform in the West
Bank city.

“We will not take part in any kind
of cultural activity beyond the Green
Line, take part in discussions and
seminars, or lecture in any kind of

academic setting in these settlements,”
the academics wrote.

“We support the theatre artists
refusing to play in Ariel, express our
appreciation of their public courage and
thank them for bringing the debate on
settlements back into the headlines,” the
petition said. “We’d like to remind the
Israeli public that like all settlements,
Ariel is also in occupied territory”.
Signatories of the academic petition
included Zeev Sternhell, Yael Sternhell,
Nissim Calderon, Anat Biletzki, Ziva
Ben-Porat, Yaron Ezrachi, Aeyal Gross,
Shlomo Sand, Dan Rabinowitz, Neve
Gordon, Efraim Davidi, Ofer Casif,
Kalman Altmann, Oded Goldreich and
Oren Yiftachel. &
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WorkChoices
the main question

The editorial in The Guardian
August 25 while agreeing with
the main proposition I question
the last part where it says, “The
Howard Coalition government was
kicked out by an electorate wanting
action on climate change in 2007”. I
believe the main reason he lost the
election was because of the most
successful WorkChoices campaign.
Tom Curphey

Branch Secretary

MUA Veterans

Keating’s human
rights record

I was rather intrigued to see Paul
Keating’s sensitivity (or was it
hypersensitivity?) to the claim by
Don Watson, his former speech
writer, that he wrote the iconic
Redfern speech (“All mine, my
dear Watson”, The Age 26/08/2010).

Whoever wrote it has a reason to
be proud as this was one of the most
important speeches made by any
Australian politician about the human
rights of our Aboriginal people.

The sad fact, however, is that
Paul Keating’s track record on human
rights was generally abysmal. I won-
der if he wants to claim ownership of
his statement to Indonesia’s dictator,
Mohammed Suharto, that he was his
spiritual godfather or will he blame
a speech writer for that.

Why anybody would want a
man responsible for genocide in
East Timor, West Papua, Acheh and
Indonesia as a spiritual godfather, one
can only guess.

Then there was his suggestion in a
number of speeches that his “spiritual
godfather” should buy Australia’s
uranium to establish a nuclear industry
in Indonesia.

What a great idea! Selling ura-
nium to one of the most brutal and
corrupt dictatorships in history when it
rules over a geographical area known
for its earthquakes, volcanoes and
tsunamis.

Maybe, he will want to blame
these silly suggestions on his speech
writers.

Andrew Alcock
Australia - East Timor
Friendship Association

For a participatory
democracy

Ken Wyatt is the first Aboriginal
person into our federal House of
Representatives. He is the only
Aboriginal parliamentarian at
the federal level: 150 make up
the House of Representatives
(HOR) and 76 the Senate. One
Aboriginal person out of 226.
However Aboriginal Australians
are thereabouts three percent
of the Australian population.
Proportionately we should therefore
have at least six Aboriginal federal
parliamentarians.

As the only Aboriginal voice in
federal parliament, and with his long
background as a director of Aboriginal
health, and in education, Ken should
be considered by the Liberals for
either a ministry or junior ministry,
whether in government or in oppo-
sition, engaging with remedies for
Aboriginal rights and the elimination
of the current disparities. The oppor-
tunity should not be wasted.

It is high time that the Australian
political landscape is reviewed so as

DO YOU HAVE
SOMETHING TO SAY?

White a letter
to the Editor

Sydney

RALLY FOR WORKERS’ SAFETY

to eliminate the under representation
of peoples, as was achieved with
women in politics. Every year 300,000
migrants rightly enter Australia, there-
fore every two years 600,000 migrants
outnumber the 550,000 Australians
who identify as Aboriginal.

We cannot continue to let people
be subsumed into under-represen-
tation. With the current system of
first past the post preferential voting
in the HOR and the quota voting
system in the Senate our Aboriginal
Australians, and other contextually
minority groups, will rarely get into
parliament.

Affirmative actions by all politi-
cal parties in ensuring Aboriginal
candidates are in winnable Seats
assists, however, the introduction of
half a dozen fixed seats for Aboriginal
Candidates, four in the HOR and
two in the Senate will secure just
representation.

The introduction of tiered levels
of proportional voting in the HOR will
ensure all genuine significant minority
voices enter parliament. By doing this
we will erode the conservative-prone
two party system and evolve a more
apt participatory democracy.

Gerry Georgatos
WA

Lessons for the future

I and many others must thank the
NSW comrades for their efforts
in the Federal election. Denis
Doherty’s voter support was pleas-
ing and demonstrates the essential
role of having a strong party
organisation in the area.

The Senate campaign showed
imagination, enthusiasm and thought-
fulness and has lessons for the future.
While it is certainly good that new
members were attracted this is an
expensive way to recruit. Translating
electoral support from the “mystery”
of statistics, the 0.017 percent gained
by the Communist Alliance means
that 17 out of every 10,000 chose
to support it. This can be used as
ammunition by the enemies of the
Communist Party in labelling it a
“lunatic fringe.”

Despite an excellent campaign in
South Australia in the State elections
in March this year (gaining 3.9 per-
cent of the vote while informal was
3.7 percent) in the Seat of Lee we
decided not to contest the Senate. Lee
is a unique seat because it includes
Port Adelaide, a stronghold of the
CPA because of the dedicated work of

RALLY FOR ARK TRIBE

12 NOON - MONDAY SEPTEMBER 13

PROTEST OUTSIDE THE ABCC OFFICE - 255 ELIZABETH ST, SYDNEY

CFMEU MEMBER ARK TRIBE GOES BACK TO COURT

The building and construction industry continues to be a dangerous workplace. Since the introduction of the Australian

Building & Construction Commission (ABCC) there has been a 95% increase in fatalities on building sites.
On 13 September 2010, Ark Tribe, a South Australian rigger and CFMEU member, is again going to appear in the
Adelaide Federal Court of Australia — and he is still facing a six months jail term.

WHAT WAS ARK’S CRIME?

Ark Tribe was charged by the ABCC for failing to attend a compulsory interrogation about his involvement in a safety

meeting called to improve safety on the Flinders University site.

A worker should never be intimidated by anyone for discussing his workplace’s safety. Such intimidation causes fear of

reporting when there are safety hazards, which could easily lead to yet another workplace death.

JUSTICE FOR SAFETY VIGILANCE!
JUSTICE FOR ARK TRIBE NOW!

generations of communists (including
a younger Peter Symon, our Party’s
late General Secretary). Our State
Committee accepted a rank-and-file
motion that we direct the efforts of our
community branches to intensified,
more concerted and better organised
local work.

Fred Paterson, so far our only
elected candidate (Queensland State
Parliament, in the 1940s) owed his
success, according to his campaign
manager, to the fact that he concen-
trated on local issues that were of
direct concern to the people.

The electoral support for the
Greens also shows that voters respect
candidates with principles. The CPA
cannot afford mass media coverage
but we can reach working people “on
the ground”.

We need to find a way of breaking
through “fringe” status. Our policies
are the best for Australia’s working
people. We need to make our voice
heard!

Tony Kushelew
SA

Pakistan and US
imperialism

Pakistan is having problems with
international support in regards to
the floods caused by climate change.
There is reluctance by international
governments, relief organisations
and individual donators to help
fund aid for the displaced 20 million
people because corruption is rife
in Pakistan.

However corruption has not
come from nowhere, it was fostered
and legitimised especially by US
imperialism and in this case, its war
on Communism. Poor Pakistan chil-
dren were educated with the in-direct
assistance of the US and Pakistan
secret intelligence organisations to
be fanatical religious zealots who
then went to war against the secular
Afghanistan Communist government
in the late seventies and are still creat-
ing problems today for Russian and
Chinese officials and throughout the
rest of the world.

To make Pakistan do its dirty
work, US imperialism needed a cor-
rupt regime in place, be it military dic-
tatorship or bourgeois democracy as
opposed to a government that would
instead work for modernising Pakistan
for the benefit of the population. This
role of being a lackey of US imperi-
alism is the reason why Pakistan is
today an extremely backward country.

That America does not fund all
Pakistan’s needs in this time of crises
indicates how brutal US imperialism
is, like a head of a gangster outfit.
Once it used Pakistan up it no longer
has a need for its lowly assistance and
so walks away while it is desperately
begging on its knees for its help. The
construct of replacing colonisation
with neo-colonisation requires (for
the colonisers) the need for corrupt
regimes working against their popu-
lations all over the world if Western
capitalism is to continue dominating
the planet.

H Patterson
Lara, Victoria

Power of imagination

What can happen when the people
use their power of imagination
and through it change the whole
environment they live in? That was
what happened when the people of
Salisbury, South Australia, made
their dream for a place for sports
and passive recreation, perpetually
accessible to the people, come true.

These dreamers looked at the
113.8 acres of flood prone, salt scarred
paddocks wasteland in Para Hills.
Government wanted to build fence
to fence housing. In 1972 Bob Giles
(former Secretary of the: Plumbers’
Union) became the “Dreamer in
Chief”, Convenor of the Save The
Paddocks Campaign. In involving
the people to collect signatures on
petitions, to hold “house meetings”
where “the dream” was presented.
Once the people were involved the
dream became possible.

The 1973 Paddocks Report, by
Doug Claesson opened the way for
the Dunstan government to make
the land available for the sports and
community facilities but also enabled
the Salisbury Council to use the land
to harvest the stormwater.

A nmumber of Councils are join-
ing this project and already there is
enough water with the present big
rains we have had that water from
the desalination plant will prove to
be surplus to requirements.

It was great to pay tribute to the
Paddocks Pioneers at a luncheon at
the Para Hills Community Club at
the end of August. Their hair was
silver but their dreams were golden
and show once again what can hap-
pen when people take charge of their
dreams and fight for their fulfilment.

Beryl Miller
SA
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A

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sun 12 Sept —
Sat 18 Sept

In many ways, Americans are
amongst the most unsophisti-
cated people in the world. Only in the
USA, for example, would a VHS tape
of out-takes from a commercial for
Winnebago deluxe caravans become a
hit on the internet simply because the
salesman being filmed swears a lot.

The salesman in question, Jack
Rebney, subsequently became the
caretaker of a quiet mountain resort,
unaware that the crew had edited the
out-takes together and put it on the
Internet where, as the jargon has it,
it “went viral”.

Apparently Americans find the
sight (and sound) of a caravan sales-
man getting tired, frustrated and
angry and saying “fuck” hilariously
funny. Presumably they lead very
sheltered lives.

Filmmaker Ben Steinbauer, a man
with little of significance to say to the
world, became fascinated by Rebney
and pursued the poor man. Rebney,
when run to earth, turned out to be
content in his outdoor caretaker job,
and unimpressed by the viral video.

Nevertheless Steinbauer made a
film of his own about his quest to find
Rebney and Rebney’s reaction to his
viral video fame. The film is called

Winnebago Man (ABC2 Wednesday
September 15 at 8.30 pm).

At one point Steinbauer ponders
whether he is making too big a thing
out of Rebney’s video, at which point
the viewer wants to shout: “of course
you are you clown!”

Only in America.

he ABC’s science show

Catalyst (ABC1 Thursdays
8.00 pm) is ten years old this week,
and celebrates with the first of a
two-part special showing some of
the exciting elements of research and
discovery that Catalyst has brought to
our attention during the first decade
of this millennium.

It’s an impressive survey of cos-
mology (dark matter and dark energy),
palaecontology (the resolution of the
debate over whether humans came
out of Africa or arose in different
places and merged, and the ancient
calamity when greenhouse gasses
almost wiped out life on earth) and
modern climate change (the program
has done more than forty stories on
the subject — and still there are people
who deny it even exists!)

On September 11, 2001, a

group of people trapped in
one of the Twin Towers above the
fire, but unable to make their way
down the fire stairs because of debris,
instead went up hoping to reach the
roof. They found the fire door at the
top locked against them, and had to
come down again.

They took refuge in a deserted
boardroom, and passed their one
mobile phone around the group so
that each could call a loved one. They
believed they were going to die, and
they were right.

In other parts of the two buildings
for over an hour after the hijacked
planes had crashed into them, trapped
employees phoned their nearest and
dearest with desperate messages of
love, knowing that they were probably
saying goodbye.

These poignant messages are a
unique record of the event, made pos-
sible by the development of mobile
phone technology. They are added
to by the equally poignant recorded
messages from firemen who had gone
up to the floor where the fire was
raging in an extremely dangerous
attempt to rescue the people trapped
by the fire.

The initial messages in 9/11:
Phone Calls From The Towers
(ABC1 Thursday September 16 at
8.30 pm) are calls to the emergency
services, reporting “an explosion” or
lots of smoke from a fire and “please
hurry — it’s difficult to breathe”.

But later, when they have dis-
covered they can’t get out, the calls
become at once calmer and more
harrowing.

Recorded on people’s home
phones, mobiles and office answer-
ing machines, these recorded last
messages offer a unique view of a
dreadful event. Yes, the USA has
killed many thousands of people
over the years, people who were just
as innocent as the folk trapped in the
twin towers, people who never had
the chance to ring their loved ones
with a goodbye message.

But that cannot make the killing
of 3,000 civilians right or honourable.
It was a crime and it must remain a
crime.

What gives this program its last-
ing poignancy is the knowledge we
have all the time we are watching
that at any moment the towers are
going to start to collapse, and all
the trapped people, the firemen, the
survivors making their way down
the emergency stairs — are all going
to be obliterated in the collapse. One
of the recordings actually captured
the moment when the tower they are
calling from comes down.

These recording would be merely
macabre or gruesome, if it were
not for the reaction of the people
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The global financial crisis and
subsequent economic crisis saw
more people than ever questioning
the capitalist system, the power of
monopoly capital, and their influence
over government. Social democrat
governments in Australia and around
the world have failed to protect the
interests of the ordinary working
people and the planet. Why2 Should
we be surprised? Whose interests

do they really serve? What is social
democracy? How does it differ

from socialism? What is meant by
democratic change? What is the
alternative to capitalism? For answers
to these and many other questions
about social change, these four
paperbacks give readers a great start.

74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010 Ph 02 9699 8844
Please make all payments by Cheque or Money Order out to “CPA”
Credit Card — minimum purchase $20 (include card type, name, number & expiry date)

shop@cpa.org.au

NAME:

Special offer subscription to The Guar dian

(110 issues: $10 112 MONTHS: $88 ($80 conc.) 6 months: $45 ($40)

ADDRESS:

POSTCODE:

Pay by [dCheque dMoney order (Payable to “Guardian Publications”)
Phone in details on 02 9699 8844
Or send to: Guardian Subscriptions
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010, Australia
or by credit card: Mastercard Visa

Card#

Date:

Amount: Expiry Date: /

Signature:

The Guardian

Editorial Office
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010
Ph: 02 9699 8844 Fax: 02 9699 9833
Email:guardian@cpa.org.au

Editor: Tom Pearson

Published by
Guardian Publications
Australia Ltd
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010

Printed by Spotpress
24-26 Lilian Fowler Place
Marrickville 2204

Responsibility for electoral comment
is taken by T Pearson,
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010

(ABC1 Saturdays from September 18

who were called; they treasure the
recordings.

As the scriptwriter of the movie

Love, Actually says in that film,
“When the planes hit the Twin
Towers, the phone calls were not
messages of hate — they were mes-

sages of love.”
here is a lot of second rate
comedy on our screens these

days, so a really funny stand-up

show is something worth taking

note of. Such a show is Michael
Mclntyre’s Comedy Roadshow
(ABC1 Saturdays from September

18 at 9.20 pm).
It’s a six-part series filmed on
stage at various British comedy

@
¥
L
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L

Michael Mcintyre’s Comedy Roadshow

at 9.20pm).

festivals, and is emceed by Michael
Mclntyre who is apparently “hailed
as the best new stand-up to appear
in a decade”.

Whether he is or not, he is quite
funny — if overly ebullient and clearly
full of himself.

But he is only the anchor man,
the cement between the acts. And
he has done two excellent things:
he has gathered together some very
funny comics (always a good start)
and has chosen to give each of them
a reasonable length of time on stage.

The result is a splendid comedy
series showcasing some very funny
people. &
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Facts on all Australian
deaths in custody

Gerry Georgatos

I am a Committee member of
the Human Rights Alliance and a
Trustee of the Deaths In Custody
Watch Committee WA, and
through both during the last couple
of years I have been stunned by the
fact that Australia has one of the
world’s worst deaths in custody
records. More people die in custody
in Australia than all deaths in
custody in South Africa during the
peak of Apartheid.

There are more non-Aboriginal
deaths in custody in Australia than
Aboriginal deaths however there are
more Aboriginal deaths in custody in
Australia than there were all deaths in
custody during the peak of Apartheid
in South Africa!

I am so appalled with Australia’s
record that I will do a PhD in
Australian deaths in custody. We need
to definitively document the reality so
we can exact genuine remedies and
the saving of lives.

I have been educating human
rights groups and even my own
Deaths in Custody Watch Committee,
who had not realised the extent of
deaths in custody in Australia. My
God, it is 701 deaths in custody in
Australia from 2000 to 2007 alone
and the same rates continue. These
701 deaths in custody over eight
years compares badly with the horrific
tally between 1980 and 2000 where
Australia recorded 1,442 deaths in
custody. It is increasing!

The 99 Aboriginal deaths in cus-
tody from 1980 to May 1989 which
led to the 1991 Royal Commission
Reports into Deaths in Custody do
not describe the total numbers of
Australian deaths in custody. They
do not describe the obviously bottom

of the barrel sub-standard custodial
services, whether police or prisons.

Aboriginal deaths in custody
inhumanely continue at the same
rate, twenty years after the Royal
Commission Reports. There were 339
recommendations from those Reports,
however in terms of police and prison
custodial handling and services the
majority of recommendations have
not been implemented or substantively
budgeted for. Non-Aboriginal deaths
in custody have blown out to despica-
bly unacceptable and inhumane terms.

We have a scandal-in-waiting. A
Royal Commission into Australian
Deaths in Custody is urgently
required. Our Australian Senators,
76 of them, are derelict in their
Constitutional duties in having failed
to call for and implement such a
Commission and derelict in having
failed to educate the Senate and the
House of Representatives of the hor-
rific statistics in terms of Australian
deaths in custody.

I have given the details to a
number of Senators and politicians.
It seems many politicians are inspired
to act only when the community at
large is aware of a horrific wrong.
Our politicians need to oblige their
moral duties and not be guided by the
polls. With the Human Rights Alliance
and the Deaths in Custody Watch
Committee we are beginning public
talks so as to educate community in
order to “inspire” our parliamentarians
into action.

Of the 1,442 deaths in all forms
of custody between 1980 to 2000,
1,367 were males, with 75 being
females, 248 were Aboriginal deaths
in custody: 18 percent of all deaths
in custody. Of the 75 female deaths,
the Aboriginal female deaths were
32 percent.
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These correlate closely to incar-
ceration rates. There are higher incar-
ceration rates of Aboriginal persons
in terms of proportion of Aboriginal
people to total population. This indi-
cates that systemic racism toward
Aboriginal people does not directly
underwrite their deaths in custody
but rather that deaths in custody are
the direct result of the poor and sub-
standard treatment towards prisoners.

This is in addition to the probable
accompaniment of prejudices towards
the incarcerated that the criminal jus-
tice system and Australians in general
may have. Therefore discrimination
can be argued as en masse against
all prisoners rather than targeted to
only Aboriginal prisoners. Systemic
racism can obviously be argued as
underwriting the disproportionately
high Aboriginal incarceration rates.

Deaths in custody appear propor-
tionate to incarceration rates in terms
of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
incarceration rates. An Aboriginal
person is eleven to twelve times
more likely to be incarcerated than a
non-Aboriginal Australian. It varies
from state to state, however in WA

68 percent of incarcerated juveniles
are Aboriginal.

In 1991, in the year of the Royal
Commission Reports, there were 70
deaths in custody, with 13 Aboriginal
deaths in custody. Ten years later
there were 87 deaths in custody, with
19 Aboriginal deaths in custody. For
both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
Australians nothing improved, and
the statistics worsened. In 1997 there
were a record 105 deaths in custody.
During 2007 there were 74 deaths in
custody with 9 Aboriginal deaths in
custody. Every year has been therea-
bouts similar.

There has been an Aboriginal
death in custody somewhere in
Australia every month of the last 18
months. For each Aboriginal death
in custody there are around eight to
ten non-Aboriginal deaths in custody.
How can Australia have more deaths
in custody than peak Apartheid South
Africa, and one of the world’s worst
records?

The time has come for us to have
a good look at ourselves and find out
what is going on, and on this occasion
empower any Royal Commission

to ensure the recommendations are
implemented, and that they monitor
prescribed remedies and report annu-
ally to the Australian Senate.

We cannot turn a blind eye. Our
prisons are filled with the poorest
amongst us, and with people from
the working classes. The middle
and upper classes are not the major-
ity of prisoners and generally serve
less time for similar offences and
for their predominantly white collar
crimes. We may be turning a blind
eye because the majority have been
taught to be harsh on the poor, and
on our Aboriginal brothers and sisters
who suffered under Australia’s own
Apartheid practices.

We need to invest in services
that assist those souls incarcerated
from amongst our poorest classes to
rise above their lot and we need to
treat them fairly when judging and
sentencing them. However foremost
we need to improve the police and
prison services, their protocols, manu-
als, procedures and their supervision,
handling and treatment of all prison-
ers. We need to ensure that Australia
is a just and civil society. &
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