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VOTE FOR REAL CHANGE

Ten good reasons to
break the two-party system

The Communist Party of Australia is calling for
an end to the two-party system, where Liberal
and Labor have a tight grip on parliamentary
politics. The following basic human rights and
demands would set a new direction for policy
development in Australia, one which neither
Liberal nor Labor will deliver:

1. Workers’ rights

A new industrial relations system based on
protecting the rights of workers and their trade
unions. In particular, the right to strike, the right
to be in a union, the right of entry for trade union
officials, strong occupational health and safety
measures, and the protection of workers’ jobs and
entitlements. This includes the abolition of the anti-
worker building industry police force (the ABCC).

2. Migrant and refugee rights

A humanitarian policy with fast processing
of asylum seekers forced to flee their country and
support for genuine refugees to build a new life
here as part of our community. Implementation
of refugee rights set out in the UN Declaration on
Human Rights. A migration policy that gives priority
to humanitarian and family reunion considerations,
rather than financial considerations. End off-shore
processing and mandatory detention of asylum
seekers.

3. Indigenous rights

An immediate end to the racist, criminal
intervention in the Northern Territory and
quarantining of welfare payments. Proper funding
and provision of basic services, including housing,
education, health and water along with job creation
in Indigenous communities. Genuine recognition
of land rights.

4. Women’s rights

Equal pay for work of equal value and an end to
discrimination against women, in particular migrant
and Indigenous women, in employment and other
areas of society. Recognition of the right of women
to control their own bodies, including legalisation
of abortion.

5. Health

A nationalised public health system with
high quality, free and accessible medical, dental
and mental health treatment for all Australians.
Team-based primary care services with salaried
GPs and specialists (as in hospitals). Expansion
of the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme with free
prescriptions for age pensioners, the unemployed and

In NSW
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other welfare recipients and substantial reductions in
the price presently charged for prescriptions.

6. Education

A fully funded, free, secular public education
system available to all Australians from pre-school
through to TAFE and university. Abolition of use of
diagnostic and other testing to rank schools. Abolition
of the huge subsidies to private schools, with funds
diverted to state schools. Restore compulsory student
unionism to universities and student services.

7. Secure income

An immediate increase in welfare benefits
for pensioners, carers, unemployed, sick, people
with disabilities, and other welfare recipients.
National, public superannuation scheme which
guarantees workers a specified income throughout
their retirement years. Workers should be rewarded
properly for their labour; they are the ones who create
the wealth in society.

8. Sustainable future

A national energy plan, with legislated
timetables and mandatory targets, for transition
to an ecologically sustainable energy system. The
transfer of subsidies and government support from
fossil and nuclear fuel sectors to energy efficiency
and renewable energy, including research and
development and conversion programs which protect
the rights of affected workers and communities. The
expansion of public transport.

9. Democratic rights

The right to express political views in public and
the right to dissent, set out in the United Nations
Convention on Civil and Political Rights, must be
protected.

10. Peace and security

Immediate withdrawal of Australian troops
from Afghanistan. Abolition of all nuclear weapons
through a Nuclear Weapons Convention. An
immediate cut of 10 percent in military spending,
freeing up $3 billion per annum for health, education,
social welfare and public infrastructure. Restrictions
on the right to protest must be removed.
To bring about such progressive changes, it will
be necessary to break the two-party stranglehold
and begin building a government of a new type
which is truly representative of the people. A
vote for the Communist Alliance in NSW and
the Greens elsewhere is a step in that direction,
a vote for fundamental change in the interests
of people. &
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Vote for real change

Last week Prime Minister Julia Gillard announced the next
steps in Labor’s education revolution — the annual measurement
of teacher performance and rewarding of top teachers with bonus
payments. The scheme will start in 2014, based on 2013 teaching
performance.

The sinister detail in Gillard’s “Reward Payments for Great
Teachers” scheme — for which Labor will claim a mandate if
elected — is a recipe for the privatisation of state schools based on a
philosophy harking back to the early 20™ century. Her announcement
is a logical follow-on to the My School league tables that rank schools
on the basis of a crude NAPLAN testing.

Gillard’s “Creating opportunity, Requiring responsibility”
program for welfare recipients is just as frightening, but again
little exposure or debate on its content. Abbott has nothing better to
offer. Likewise on industrial relations. Gillard is still wedded to her
anti-union “tough cop on the block” stance. Very little, if anything
of what Tony Abbott says can be believed. There is no doubt that
WorkChoices will be brought back, that the anti-worker, anti-union
building industry cop (ABCC) will continue its dirty work, and
could be turned against all workers.

Gillard tries to give the impression of getting things done,
Abbott’s rhetoric tends to be more negative, attacking Labor and
Gillard: “End the waste”, “Stop the boats”, “Stop the new tax”,
“Pay back the debt”. Abbott fails to mention all the services and
welfare benefits that will be cut as he not only pays back the debt
but also cuts corporate taxes faster than Labor. The two parties’
policies on asylum seekers are based on Howard’s Pacific Solution;
their approach to climate change is market based; both will continue
to privatise public education and hospitals; both are neo-liberal
(economic rationalist) to the core.

Two-party system

For more than a century the Labor Party and the Liberal Party
(and its predecessors) have contested elections and the ruling class
felt safe. When one party wears out its welcome with the electorate
there is the other party which appears to offer an alternative. This
has served well to maintain the semblance of democracy and avoid
people questioning the system of capitalism itself as the cause of
their problems. Labor has historically had a closer relationship and
granted more concessions to the trade unions and working people.
Those concessions, only won through militant, organised struggles,
will continue to be wound back under Abbott or Gillard. Gillard
has proven to be no friend of the unions.

The ruling class’s reliance on the two-party system is facing a
new challenge, there is an alternative force, challenging its rule and
offering a progressive political alternative — the left and progressive
parties including the Australian Greens and the Communist Alliance.
These elections provide an opportunity to elect Green candidates to
the House of Representatives for the first time as well as add to their
numbers in the Senate. Their policies offer a genuine alternative,
one that puts the interests of the people and the planet before
corporate profits, are progressive, supportive of trade union and
democratic rights, peace, social justice, sustainable development
and tackling climate change. Many younger people and disaffected
Labor and even some Liberal voters are turning to them, despite
the very negative and relatively little coverage from the mass media.
The various social networks have played a big role in getting their
message out.

The Communist Alliance is standing in the seat of Sydney and
Senate in NSW. It offers real change in the interests of working
people, small business and small farmers. The Communist Party of
Awustralia is calling on its members, supporters and other progressive
and democratic forces to vote 1 for the Communist Alliance in NSW
and for the Australian Greens elsewhere. The Communist Alliance’s
preferences flow directly to the Greens, other progressive candidates,
then to Labor, with the Liberal and National Parties and other ultra
right candidates last. The election of Greens, Communist and other
left and progressive candidates in this election could be the first
step in breaking the two-party system and electing a government
of a new type — a people’s government.

PRESS FUND
Last week TV news footage showed a riot that occurred in one
US city after thousands of desperate people attended a one-day
market of cheap home loans. Some months ago the news showed
the demolition of hundreds of homes that had been vacated
by bankrupt US mortgagees. We intend to bring you more
stories about the workings of capitalism in all its tragedy, waste,
contradictions and irony — but also the hope for the future that the
ordinary working people of the world represent. However, to do
so we need your assistance, by way of contributions to the Press
Fund to fund the Guardian’s operating expenses — so please send
us in a contribution for the next issue. Our sincere thanks go to the
following for their contributions this week:

Anton Hill $10, “Round Figure” $10, Bob Treasure $120
This week’s total: $140
Progressive total: $3,390

Google-Verizon deal:
the end of the Internet
as we know It

Josh Silver

For years, Internet advocates
have warned of the doomsday sce-
nario that will play out this month:
Google and Verizon announced
a deal that the New York Times
warned “could allow Verizon
to speed some online content to
Internet users more quickly if the
content’s creators are willing to
pay for the privilege.”

The deal marks the beginning of
the end of the Internet as you know
it. Since its beginnings, the Net was
a level playing field that allowed all
content to move at the same speed,
whether it’s ABC News or your
uncle’s video blog. That’s all about
to change, and the result couldn’t
be more bleak for the future of the
Internet, for television, radio and
independent voices.

How did this happen? The US
has a Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) that has been
denied authority by the courts to
police the activities of Internet service
providers like Verizon and Comcast.
All because of a bad decision by the
Bush-era FCC. There is a pro-industry
FCC Chairman who is terrified of
making a decision, conducting back

room deal-making, and willing to
sit on his hands rather than reassert
his agency’s authority. There is a
President who promised to “take a
back seat to no one on Net Neutrality”
yet remains silent. There is a congress
that is nearly completely captured
by industry. Yes, more than half of
the US congress will do pretty much
whatever the phone and cable com-
panies ask them to. Add the clout of
Google, and you have near-complete
control of Capitol Hill.

A non-neutral Internet means
that companies like AT&T, Comcast,
Verizon and Google can turn the Net
into cable TV and pick winners and
losers online. A problem just for
Internet geeks? You wish. All video,
radio, phone and other services will
soon be delivered through an Internet
connection. Ending Net Neutrality
would end the revolutionary potential
that any website can act as a television
or radio network. It would spell the
end of the opportunity to wrest access
and distribution of media content
away from the handful of massive
media corporations that currently
control the television and radio dial.

So the Google-Verizon deal can
be summed up as this: “FCC, you
have no authority over us and you’re

not going to do anything about it.
Congress, we own you, and we’ll get
whatever legislation we want. And the
people, you can’t stop us.”

This Google-Verizon deal, the
industry-captured FCC, and the
way this is playing out is akin to the
largest banks and the largest hedge
funds writing the regulatory policy
on derivative trading without any
oversight or input from the public,
and having it rubber stamped by the
SEC. It’s like BP and Halliburton
ironing out the rules for offshore oil
drilling with no public input, and
having MMS sign off.

Author’s note: Notice how a
company can change their tune in the
name of profit-making. From Google
in 2006: “Today the Internet is an
information highway where anybody
- no matter how large or small, how
traditional or unconventional - has
equal access. But the phone and cable
monopolies, who control almost all
Internet access, want the power to
choose who gets access to high-speed
lanes and whose content gets seen
first and fastest. They want to build
a two-tiered system and block the
on-ramps for those who can’t pay.”
Huffington Post &

the worker’s weekly.

Special Printer Appeal

We are now well on our way to meeting the cost of
a new printer/photocopier for the Communist Party
and The Guardian. It means we can continue to
print our own publications such as the Australian
Marxist Review, other booklets and leaflets. The
bankruptcy and dishonesty of the major parties as
seen in the present election campaign is a stark
reminder of the importance of building a genuine
political alternative and the need for The Guardian,

Our warmest thanks to this week’s contributors
and to everyone who as supported our appeal. We
greatly appreciate your support.

This week’s contributor’s: Dusty $1,000,
Theo Markou $50, Chris & Helen $140,
K Manski $100, D McLaren $50.

Cumulative total: $9,445.

A meeting of Retired Union
members and their guests

“The Trans Pacific
Partnership
Agreement & Its
Implications for
Australians”

Speakers:

Patricia Ranald
Convenor AFTINET (Australian
Fair Trade & Investment Network).

Ms.Ruth Townsend
Lecturer to Health & Law ANU.

Harvey Purse
AFTINET Trade Justice
Campaigner.

Tom Mann Theatre
136 Chalmers St, Surry Hills

10:30am
Thursday August 26

All welcome!

Auth. NSW Alliance of Retired Trade
Unionists in cooperation with CRUMA.

Communist Alliance

JOIN THE CAMPAIGN

O Send me more information on the Communist Alliance
O 1enclose a donation of §.........
O Ican help in the election campaign

Please return to John Bailey, c/o 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills. NSW 2010
Go to Www.communist-alliance.org for details of our policies

Authorised by John Bailey, 74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills. NSW 2010
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Public interest trails
IN broadband race

Bob Briton

Broadband internet access has
emerged as a hot issue in the lead-
up to Saturday’s federal election.
The ALP’s $43 billion National
Broadband Network (NBN) will be
scuttled and replaced with a $6.3
billion patch-up of mostly existing
infrastructure if the Coalition wins
the poll. Rival corporate interests
will be backing different horses
on the weekend but whichever
neo-liberal steed comes home first,
the public interest will finish a long
way down the field.

Labor announced the creation
of the National Broadband Network
Company in April last year. It is
another 51/49 percent public private
partnership but with a twist. Usually
private interests are allowed to
get fat on government guaranteed
projects for a while before handing
over their stake to the public at a
specified time. Public hospitals and
other major items of infrastructure
have sometimes been financed in
this way in recent years. With the
NBN, it is the government that will
step out of the picture and leave it
all to communications transnationals
once the scheme is up and running
and suitably profitable.

Public money will be used and
risked to build this vital piece of
infrastructure but in five years time,
the financial benefit will be flowing
straight into private pockets. It is
robbery on a grand scale but in these
neo-liberal times there are not enough
witnesses prepared to cry “thiefl”, let
alone try to stop the crime.

The fibre-optic network will
enable 93 percent of the population
to access internet speeds of 100
Megabits per second (Mbps).
NBN chief executive Michael
Quigley stirred the debate with an
announcement last week that speeds
of up to 1 Gigabit per second will be
available —i.e. up to ten times faster
than previously announced.

The Liberals have questioned Mr
Quigley’s impartiality. The 1Gbps
claim was made the day after Tony
Abbott’s ludicrous broadband policy

launch. The Libs would prefer to give
grants to private operators to deliver
access of between 12 Mbps and 100
Mbps via a mix of optical fibre, hybrid
fibre coax, wireless and satellite to
around 97 percent of the population.

The Liberal plan has not been
well received by industry critics. It
is shortsighted and unlikely to deliver
very high speeds to many customers
overall due to its reliance on the
copper cable network. The Greens
have also criticised the scheme. In
fact, its only friends would appear
to be in Telstra, which still owns the
nation’s copper network and charges
others for access to it. If the Coalition
is elected, the threat to compulsorily
split Telstra’s wholesale and retail
arms will be withdrawn.

Telstra appears to be hedging its
bets on the outcome of the election.
It has signed onto an agreement with
the NBN that would allow the fibre
optic network to use its pits, ducts
and other infrastructure. It will get
$11 billion for splitting its operations
and cooperating with the NBN. This
would be Telstra’s less preferred
option but is also very generous to
the giant telco.

There is no doubt Australia
needs a major upgrade to its internet
infrastructure. The country is stuck
towards the bottom of the OECD
table for broadband speeds and
will slip further unless something
of the significance of the NBN is
established. Fast internet speeds
would benefit householders,
businesses and community services
through teleconferencing and other
possibilities for interaction opened
up by these new technologies.

The retrograde element in the
NBN plan is for the government
to invest so heavily in the network
simply to turn it over to transnationals
for profit-making at the expense of the
community. Wherever privatisation
has been foisted on the Australian
people they have lived to regret it as
a result of high prices, downgraded
service, neglected infrastructure and
loss of public income. We need a first
rate communications network and for
it to stay in public hands. &
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South Korea.......................
Latvia.......cccccovvveeveirerinnnn.
Republic of Moldova ..........
Lithuania................c.ccevee.
Netherlands .......................
Romania............ccoeveuee.
Sweden.........cccoevvvieninn,

Bulgaria.............c.c.coovvvune.
Switzerland.......................
Portugal ..........ccccoovvvuen.
Germany.......c.ccocucvvvrnvenn.
Kyrgyzstan...........ccc.coo....
Iceland..........cccccovvvvvvnnne.
Denmark.........c.ccocovvvvvnne.
ANdorra.........cccoccceecvinnnn,
Belgium.........c.cccovvvvvinnenn.
Hungary ........cocoovcevvinnnnnn.
AUSHHIA. .....coviriiririraiiian,

Top Countries Ranked by Download Speed

Source www.SpeedTest.net

32.59 Mb/s 21 France .....ccceveeeceivennnnn 11.38 Mb/s
24.68 Mb/s 22 Luxembourg........c.ccccovrivannn. 11.27 Mb/s
23.48 Mb/s 23 UKraine ........ccccccevvvvveverennn. 11.17 Mb/s
22.02 Mb/s 24 Finland............c.ccccoevvvvvvirnnnnes 11.16 Mb/s
20.81 Mb/s 25 RUSSIA.....ccovvvieiiiieiirarnnn, 10.82 Mb/s
20.24 Mb/s 26 Slovakia............cccoovevivannne. 10.48 Mb/s
18.04 Mb/s 27 Czech Republic.................... 10.30 Mb/s
...17.45 Mb/s 28 NOIWAY ......ccovovvvereiriirirarann, 10.08 Mb/s
...17.06 Mb/s 29 United States ....................... 10.05 Mb/s
16.36 Mb/s 30 EStONia.......ccoceeriveviiirrrna, 9.51 Mb/s
15.60 Mb/s 31 Canada.........ccoovvvvvrerennns 8.73 Mb/s
14.67 Mb/s 32 Slovenia........ccccccevvvvvervennan. 8.07 Mb/s
14.65 Mb/s 33 TaWan .....c.ccccoevvveeeeiinnan, 8.02 Mb/s
14.64 Mb/s 34 United Kingdom..................... 7.88 Mb/s
13.96 Mb/s 35 Australia............ccccvvvvrvennn. 7.85 Mb/s
13.42 Mb/s 36 Liechtenstein............ccccco....... 7.60 Mb/s
13.24 Mb/s 37 Saint Pierre and Miquelon...... 7.39 Mb/s
12.54 Mb/s 38 Trinidad and Tobago.............. 7.35 Mb/s
...11.63 Mb/s 39 MONAcCo........cccoereeveiirnan, 7.23 Mb/s
...11.47 Mb/s 40 Mongolia.........c.ccccovvvrinnrnnnnn. 714 Mb/s

Walk Against Warming

Richard Titelius

With the federal election less
than a week away, over 500 West
Australian’s gathered at the
Fremantle Esplanade on August 15
on a sunny and mild winter’s day
to demonstrate their commitment
and enthusiasm for addressing the
causes of climate change.

The MC for the annual Walk
Against Warming organised by
the Conservation Council of

Pete’s Corner

Australia, Wilderness Society of
Australia and City of Fremantle
was Josh Byrne from Gardening
Australia, a strong supporter for
the environment and GM free
farming. He opened proceedings
by asking what has happened to
action on global warming since
the international Climate Change
Conference in Copenhagen in
December 2009.

The answer is very little as
extreme global weather events
are becoming more frequent and
more severe-the worst floods in
Pakistan which have affected
more than 20 million people,
floods and landslides in China, hot
dry weather in Russia which has
precipitated fierce burning bush
fires, ongoing drought in Africa
and in Western Australia itself — a
record dry summer and winter.

The first speaker was the acting
Mayor of the City of Fremantle,
Andrew Sullivan. It is one of the
first municipalities which have
adopted carbon neutral position
on the use of energy. The local
government elections of 2009,
delivered a “green” council with
many openly Green councillors
and they have wasted no time
according to Sullivan *adopting
energy efficient policies such as,
reducing the size of their car fleet,
installing pool blankets in their
pools for heating and installing
solar powered street lightning.”

Sullivan also warned, “The
state government was planning to
accommodate an extra 100,000
people south of Fremantle and
that those people who would be

planning to commute to Fremantle
would require better transport and
that now was the time to put light
rail on the agenda.”

Piers Verstegen, director of
the Conservation Council of WA,
said that there were two critical
messages that people needed to
take away from the rally: the
first was that there was a federal
election next weekend and we
should be careful about who
we vote for and the second was
that the state government had
plans to significantly increase the
carbon debt — by as much as 75
percent according to figures from
the Environmental Protection
Authority, through the construction
of 12 new carbon based power
stations including a proposal for a
coal mine and coal powered station
15 kilometres from Margaret River
in the state’s tourist based south-
west and oil drilling of the nearby
coast.

Verstegen concluded by saying
that the world needed to reduce
carbon in the atmosphere 40
percent by 2020 and 90 percent by
2050 if we wanted to halt runaway
climate change.

The rally concluded with
the planting of windmills on the
Esplanade in the shape of a map
of WA in which people wrote
their names and suggestions for
change and action, which would
then be delivered to the Premier
Colin Barnett urging him to act on
stopping climate change.

Walk Against Warming rallies
were held in major cities across
Australia. @
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“Release the
Murray Darling Report now”

The Murray-Darling is in crisis and
the delayed Guide to the Basin Plan
should be released now so all Parties
can respond during the election,
according to grass-roots advocacy
movement ComeOnAustralia.com.

ComeOnAustralia.com today says
there is widespread concern about the
arteries of the continent, the Murray
Darling river system, yet the govern-
ment and the Murray Darling Authority
are dithering.

“The Prime Minister said she
wanted a sustainable Australia, but her
government is sitting on the biggest
sustainability issue the nation currently
faces,” a spokesperson said. “Is she
serious or is it more talk and no action?

“The Murray Darling needs fixing
— no question, no delay. Three years
ago the federal government allocated
$6 billion to spend on the problem.
This money is to be spent subject to a
revised Murray Darling Basin Plan. A
draft basin plan was due out by now
but was delayed and a guide to the plan
was to be released which included new
sustainable diversion limits. The guide
was also going to allow irrigators to
provide feedback on those limits.

“Now the guide is on hold until at
least September, putting the release of
the draft plan back to the end of the
year at the earliest.

“The Minister for Water, Penny
Wong, says that she can’t direct the
Murray Darling Basin Authority
to release the report because it is
independent.

“This is a furphy”

The Minister has powers to direct
and approve certain actions of the
Authority if she wants. On the other

hand, if the Authority was independent,
caretaker provisions wouldn’t apply
and it would get on and do its job and
release the report. The timetable for the
release of this document was already
decided and political considerations
should not be part of the Authority’s
considerations.

“All parties are on record agree-
ing to release the report. So, even if
caretaker conventions applied, those
same conventions allow all for the use
of the Minister’s powers — if all sides
of politics consent. If the government
can call a mining campaign a national
emergency to set aside its advertising
rules, this national sustainability crisis
certainly warrants everybody consent-
ing to the release of the report.

“Voters in South Australia, Victoria,
New South Wales and Queensland
should not be in the dark on what the
Basin Plan will mean for them.”

ComeOnAustralia.com has created
a public petition demanding the report
be released. The Petition is online at
www.ComeOnAustralia.com

“Let’s send a strong message to all
Parties. Release the report and fix the
Murray-Darling,” ComeOn said.

About
ComeOnAustralia.com

ComeOnAustralia.com is a new,
grass roots, not-for-profit advocacy
organisation for mainstream Australia.
It is independent of big companies,
government and political parties.
Participants pick and choose the issues
that matter for them.

Go to their site and sign the
“Release the Murray Darling Report
Now ePetition”. &

A thank you from Colombia’s Pressure still on
political prisoners

Political prisoners inside Bogota’s Buen
Pastor women’s prison have sent a gift to
the International Network in Solidarity
with Colombia’s Political Prisoners (INSPP)
to thank it for its efforts in support of their
freedom. The wall hanging was made by
women who make up part of the country’s
political prisoner population of around
7,300. The network launched its website
last week (www.inspp.org).

The site carries a YouTube greeting
from trade unionist and human rights activist
Liliany Obando who has been imprisoned
for over two years without conviction. The
charges of assisting the country’s left-wing
guerrillas and the catch-all one of “rebellion”
arise out of evidence supposedly obtained
when the Colombian army attacked a
guerrilla camp inside Ecuador in March 2008.

Last week Colombian Police Captain
Ronald Hayden Coy Ortiz (the first authority
to officially access the laptops supposedly
captured in Ecuador) admitted that during the
time he had the computers, he saw no emails
on them, only Word files, which are known
to be easily manipulated. Charges against
Obando have been brought on the basis of
alleged emails contained on the computer.

Supporters of a political solution to the
armed and social conflict in Colombia are
calling on newly elected president Santos
to reverse his confrontational policy. As a
first step towards peace they are calling for
a humanitarian exchange of prisoners. It is
time to open the doors to peace, not close
them. &

finance workers

The Finance Sector Union (FSU)
has welcomed Labor’s proposed
reforms to credit products and
services as a step in the right
direction that will benefit con-
sumers; however the reforms will
not relieve the enormous pressure
on finance workers, to sell credit
products.

“Customers know that every time
they walk into a bank they are bom-
barded with offers of more products,
predominantly credit products. Not
because the customer needs more
credit. But because the bank penalises
the bank worker if they don’t meet
their sales targets,” said FSU national
secretary Leon Carter.

“The penalty can be enduring a
rigorous performance management
process, missing out on the next pay
increase, or in extreme circumstances
it could mean losing your job.”

The unions said that Labor’s
policy is on the right track, in that it
seeks to protect consumers from avari-
cious fees and charges, but it misses
the mark by not addressing the heart
of the matter — the high availability of
credit, and the continuous suggestion
that you need more of it.

With the levels of debt stress
in the community at record highs
the FSU says there is a need to see
the government focused on greater
regulation that values professional
services over sales volumes in the
finance sector.

The FSU’s Better Banking
Charter calls for:
e Commitment from government
and banks to stop offshoring jobs
and invest in developing skills
in the Australian financial sector
(90% of public support and 93%
workers support it).
Government regulation to
prohibit or significantly limit
the extent to which performance
can be measured by sales targets
linked to selling debt products in
the finance sector (79% of public
support and 90% of workers
support it).
Regulatory requirement for banks
to demonstrate a direct link
between their fees and charges
and customer service provision
(82% of public support and 82%
of workers support it).

“The community, our financial
sector and our economy would be
much better off with the implementa-
tion of these reforms to create better
banking for everyone,” said Mr Carter.

“This election finance workers,
like the rest of the community, have a
choice. As their union we are fighting
for their rights at work and are also
working with them to gain commit-
ments from all candidates for a better
banking agenda. Better banking is
about a better deal for all Australian
consumers and commitments to allow
bank workers to work in an industry
that values their skills.” &
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Control of Weapons Amendment Bill 2010
How far will it go?

The Victorian Equal Opportunity
and Human Rights Commissioner,
Dr Helen Szoke, has expressed
concerns about the Control of
Weapons Amendment Bill 2010,
now before parliament.

Dr Szoke said at the time of
the introduction of the Summary of
Offences and Control of Weapons
Acts Amendment Bill 2009, the gov-
ernment acknowledged that this was
the first time a law was incompatible
with the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities.

“When the powers were intro-
duced, the government justified this
incompatibility with the Charter
on the grounds of the community’s
expectations for public safety and
perceptions of an increase in knife-
related crime,” Dr Szoke said.

“The Victorian Equal Opportunity
and Human Rights Commission
raised its concerns about the lack of
community consultation around these
new laws.

“Only six months on and the
Victorian government is already
considering extending these ‘anti-
weapons laws’, which are already
some of the toughest in Australia
- without any evidence to support
the need for these extended powers
or the incremental increase in police
powers.”

The Commission said that to
date, there has been no information
provided by the government to dem-
onstrate the effectiveness of these
new laws.

Dr Szoke questioned why the
government would want to exacerbate
the incompatibility of the laws with
the Charter, if as it claims they are
already effective.

“The government’s justifica-
tion for the expanded powers is the
operational burden placed on police
in administering their search powers,”
Dr Szoke said.

“The Commission believes that
this is not a reasonable excuse to
remove basic protections in place to
support members of the community
in their interactions with police.

“The introduction of the Control
of Weapons Amendment Bill 2010,
would give police even greater unre-
strained search and directive powers,
including random searches, as well as
stricter penalty and arrest powers,”
she said.

If passed, the law will:

« lower the threshold for deciding
designated public areas for search
« allow for “unplanned
designations” of search areas to
happen where there is a small
likelihood of unlawful possession
of a weapon
provide police with random
search powers (including strip
searches) in designated areas
give police the power to search a
child under the age of 18 years,
without parental or independent
supervision
permit the search of a person with
an intellectual impairment to be
carried out without the presence
of an independent person
enable police to issue an on-the-
spot fine of up to $1,000 for first-
time offences for those aged 16
years and over, caught carrying a
weapon or $2,000 for those aged
over 18 years caught carrying
a weapon in or near a licensed
premise
reduce public accountability by
no longer requiring a written
record of weapon searches in a
designated area, except in relation
to strip searches.

Dr Szoke said the amendments
would effectively remove the already
limited safeguards around these laws,
which allowed for public scrutiny and
for government accountability.

“Police may claim that ‘unplanned
designations’ are more effective but
they completely reduce the scrutiny
of the implementation of the laws by
relaxing the data requirements,” Dr
Szoke said.

For example, the Commission
recently observed the search powers
between 2 pm and 4 pm on a week
day, at peak time, which meant that
there was a greater chance for children

to be searched as part of the planned
search.

The government’s plan to reduce
the requirements for searching a child
removes any obligation on the police
to ensure an independent person, other
than another police officer, is with the
child during the search.

This reduction of government
accountability equates to the incre-
mental reduction of human rights.

“The penalty regime including
the $1,000 fine for those under the
age of 18 is excessive and not in line
with the government’s approach to
dealing with young people and the
law. A young person who is unable to
pay the fine will have to attend court,
which could result in a conviction
record, further punishing those who
cannot afford the excessive fines,”
Dr Szoke said.

Dr Szoke said research has
shown that knife carrying is most
commonly done by very young
people who feel the need to protect
themselves and that harsher laws and
tougher penalties will not eliminate
knife carrying.

“The government needs to fund
early intervention initiatives and
information and education campaigns,
which address problems including
drug dependence, victimisation,
homelessness and mental health
issues.

“The Victorian Equal Opportunity
and Human Rights Commission
is supportive of services that are
concerned about the need for a com-
prehensive program that deals with
the causes of crime as well as the
outcomes of crime.

“There is a range of community
and youth support organisations like
the Salvation Army and Jesuit Social
Services that have expressed concern
about the new police powers laws. A
number of community legal agen-
cies have also raised their concerns,
including the Homeless Persons’
Legal Clinic, Youth Law and the
Federation of Community Legal
Centres,” she said. &
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The Communist Alliance election campaign organised a sausage sizzle on the Belvoir Street housing estate in

the inner Sydney suburb of Surry Hills for 40 local residents, on Sunday, August 15.
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Road crashes are the number one killer of young Australians.
“Young people below the age of 25 represent a third of all road
deaths nationwide. That's an average of 600 young people,
tragically dead, every year. “Our vision will extend road safety
ratings from federally funded highways to narrow, winding country
roads; it will place safer vehicles on our roads, and will move
the increasing burden of road freight onto the rail network,” said
Christine Milne, Australian Greens Deputy leader. The Greens
launched “Towards Zero” national road safety strategy aiming to
radically reduce road deaths through joint, cooperative actions
between all government tiers, advocacy groups and road users.

The extraordinary growth in house prices in Australia’s capital
cities over the past 12 months has resulted in the value of an
average home in Melbourne rising by nearly $98,000 since June
last year. In Sydney it was even higher at above $104,000. It
is estimated that 200,000 new homes are needed to house the
growing population. House prices are affecting other sectors
of the economy such as retail sales as households are forced
to pay off large mortgages and scrimping and saving to do it.

Long-term unemployed in the USA are facing a grim future. About
1.4 million were out of work for 99 weeks or more, according to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics. This means that they had exhausted
the welfare benefits that they could claim and so are not getting
any assistance. The US government came to the rescue of
big banks when they were in trouble but helping the long-
term jobless does not seem to be high on the political agenda.

As the federal election campaign goes into its last days, the
all-time favourite topic is being dragged out to instil fear in the
electorate — crime. Each candidate is trying to outdo the other
on being “tough on crime”. It is always useful to deal with facts.
And the facts are that violent crime in Australia is not rife. Violent
offences, according to recent Australian Bureau of Statistics
figures, mainly occur in residential premises. Nearly half of all
homicides occur between Friday and Sunday and more than two-
thirds between 6pm and 6am. Of the 300 odd homicides each
year, 129, or almost half, are what is termed “family homicides”,
meaning the victim and the perpetrator are related. It is wrong and
misleading to equate violence by gangs with homicide. Tightening
laws on gangs will not help fight domestic homicide. Society in
general needs more accurate information about crime and crime
prevention. As for political leaders — they should not exploit fear of
crime to gain popularity — it is disrespectful to the victims of crime
and unethical for a person who aspires to be a political leader.
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lraq In pleces

Hadani Ditmars returns to find a broken Baghdad, still reeling fre

sectarian divisions and facing an uncertain future

I am back in Baghdad after seven years
away.

Since 2003, a million people have died
in Iraq in the wake of post-invasion violence.
Sectarian wars have torn the country apart,
foreign troops have established huge military
bases, and politicians who have sworn to crack
down on militias have their own private armies.
This once secular nation has been scarred by
extremism, with terrible consequences for
women, gay people and religious minorities. As
government ministries remain feeding troughs
for cronyism and sectarian patronage, national
reconciliation remains elusive.

With US$53 billion in “aid” seemingly
evaporated into bloated projects that only served
to line the pockets of foreign contractors and
local officials, 70 percent of Iragis lack pota-
ble water, and unemployment hovers near 50
percent, officially, and much more, unofficially.

Today Iraq is ranked the fifth most cor-
rupt country in the world by Transparency
International. And while security has improved
somewhat in the last few years, it has come at a
huge cost. Sectarian cleansing has changed the
character of individual neighbourhoods — divided
by the now ubiquitous concrete barriers known
as “t-walls” — and the face of the nation.

Over two million Iraqis are refugees, and
almost three million internally displaced —
roughly a fifth of the population. Many are sim-
ply too frightened to return, or too heartbroken
by what they have survived to believe the posters
that now, from every corner, promise security,
electricity, jobs and even national unity.

I am here on the eve of elections [in May].
By the time you read this, there will have been
horse-trading between the minority government
and other leading parties. Alliances will have
been formed. Deals brokered between those
professing secular, US-backed ‘unity” and those
with powerful Shi’a militias on their side (for
those keeping score in the sectarian wars, the
majority Shi’a have ‘won’ and many Sunnis
have fled).

Killers will negotiate with killers and almost
certainly the violence will continue, whether in
the form of mortar rounds fired from Baghdad
suburb Sadr City into the heart of the “green
zone” (the walled-off international area, home to
a US embassy the size of Vatican City), bombs
in markets, or the pervasive sense of fear that
descends in many neighbourhoods when night
falls. Fear of the police knocking on your door
or of local militias or young thugs. The line
between officialdom and criminality remains
blurry and faith in the army has trumped faith
in the nation.

But how life will change for Irag’s belea-
guered citizens remains to be seen. Will the
corruption that has plagued the country be sty-
mied? Will divisions be healed and a cohesive
sense of national identity regained? Will security
and basic infrastructure be restored? And will
heads of households, among them Irag’s one
million widows, be able to feed their families?
Or will the promise of democracy remain a
hollow one, as the gap between rich and poor
widens, and basic services and social welfare
programs remain nostalgic memories of a now
rose-coloured ancien regime?

These are difficult questions to answer.
When | asked Ali Allawi, former minister in
two post-invasion governments and the author
of The Occupation of Irag, what might save the
country he said this: “The Sunnis must abandon
the illusion that the old Iraq was not a sectar-
ian state. The Shi’as must abandon fetishising
their victimhood. And the Kurds must decide
whether they are Iragis or not. You can really
only blame the Americans for the current situ-
ation up until about 2006. After that, the fault
lies with the Iragis.”

Later I will ask women in a Baghdad beauty
parlour — among them Kurds, Arabs, Christians
and Muslims — how Iraq can be saved, and they
will say: “Khelas, we are sick of this lack of
security. Before, we could walk in the streets
alone and now we are imprisoned in our homes.”

Multiplying divisions

These are questions to contemplate as | fly
into Baghdad from Amman in neighbouring
Jordan. Ones to perhaps pose to my seatmates.
To my left is a handsome Iraqi man with a
humble yet vaguely patrician air. To my right
is a tall, blond, tattooed American, in civilian
clothes but sporting combat boots. | make the
usual assumptions about them, until I strike up
a conversation.

“When | was here before,” | say to the
American, “I never asked people whether they
were Sunni or Shi’a.” Indeed, it was considered
somewhat bizarre and rather impolite in those
days before the US empowered Shi’a death
squads (dispatched by the Ministry of Interior)
— most notoriously the Wolf Brigade — to pick
off opponents, and also supported extremist
Sunni militias. Often referred to euphemistically
as a means of “counterbalance”, such policies
paved the way for civil war, to say nothing of
the post-invasion rewriting of the old secular
constitution along sectarian lines.

Iraq survived the fallout of the Cold War
and the games played by Russia and the US
only to fall into dangerous divide-and-conquer
politics played out this time between the US
and Iran. Extremist religious leaders, gaining
strength from the chaos that followed the
invasion and the power vacuum left by a top-
pled police state, found easy foot soldiers in a
generation of disenfranchised young men who
had come of age knowing only war, sanctions
and Saddam.

It turns out that my American seatmate has
embraced Islam, after a few years spent as an
occupying soldier in Irag. Now he works as a
security liaison for the State Department. But
he is anti-occupation.

“It’s still a puppet regime here. Our presence
is not helpful,” he tells me, “but if we leave,
things could get worse. We have a responsibil-
ity to rebuild this place... this place that we
have helped destroy.” I will hear many similar
opinions from Iragis over the next few weeks.
Everyone is anxious about what will happen
in the aftermath of elections. In 2005, when
most Sunnis boycotted the elections, civil war
broke out. Now with the withdrawal of half
of the remaining 100,000 US troops slated for
August, the stakes are even higher.

I turn to the Iragi on my left, who has been
observing my conversation with the American.
He turns out to be the director general of the
Date Palm Sector at the Iragi Ministry of

Streets of Baghdad.

it will be a thirsty one) that has plagued this
once-fertile land.

The director general explains all this with
some enthusiasm. The American is listening in
now and it’s smiles all round as we drift into
secret fantasies about the salvation of Irag. But
sadly, later in the week | must cancel a much-
anticipated trip to one of the Ministry’s new
date palm nurseries because it is simply too
dangerous to travel there. Only a short distance
from the farm, an entire family will be shot and
beheaded by a gang of masked gunmen.

What has happened to this country?

Dog days of the embargo

I remember my first trip here in 1997. It was
during the dog days of the UN embargo imposed
to punish Saddam’s invasion of Kuwait. | had
a commission to write a story on the lamenta-
ble state of healthcare. A nation whose public
health system had once been the envy of the
Arab world had seen its infant mortality levels

Often referred to euphemistically as a means

of “counterbalance”,

such policies paved

the way for civil war, to say nothing of the
post-invasion rewriting of the old secular
constitution along sectarian lines.

Agriculture. Before the eight-year Iran-Iraq
war destroyed not only an entire generation
of young men on both sides, but hundreds of
farms as well, there were 30 million date palms
in Irag. It is practically a national symbol and
Iragi dates are among the most sought after in
the world. But years of war, over a decade of
sanctions that crippled the economy and stopped
the importation of agricultural chemicals — not to
mention an ongoing drought — have decimated
the date palm population.

Now the Ministry has a plan to attract for-
eign investment by offering sweetheart deals
to would-be date palm farmers. Planting new
farms would in turn help stop the encroaching
desertification (if peace ever comes to Iraq,

rise to sub-Saharan standards after the first few
years of sanctions.

Since the no-fly zone was still in place, my
entry point was not the Saddam International
airport, frozen in time like some aviatory
Sleeping Beauty, kept alive by dedicated Iraqi
Airways staff who practised their English and
taught eager young flight attendants via in-flight
simulation. It was the land border, an eerie, lunar
desertscape, made creepier by the “I’m watching
you” larger-than-life portraits of Saddam. On the
Jordanian side, huge images of King Hussein
smiled down, as if you were being handed over
from a kindly uncle to a slightly scary one.

After being interrogated by border police
and accused of being a Kurdish separatist (all

settled for a $10 baksheesh (bribe)), | drove
in a shared taxi through what became known
as the “Sunni triangle” — then just a series of
hard-scrabble dirt-poor towns on the edge of
Baghdad.

Indeed, the Americanised post-invasion
“map” of Iraq that seemed to want to separate
the multicultural nation into three neat sections
— the Kurdish north, the Sunni middle bit, and
the Shi’a south — would seem as foreign to me
as it did to most Iragis. Besides the fact that
members of Saddam’s inner circle and high-
ranking officials of his notorious Baath Party
were Kurds, Sunnis, Shi’as and Christians and
intermarriage was commonplace, the struggle to
survive the twin terrors of sanctions and Saddam
united most Iragis in a kind of siege mentality
that belied any nascent sectarianism.

Once in Baghdad, | spent several days in
the company of a charming doctor in his 60s
who had studied in California in his youth. At
the private Catholic hospital where he worked
—run by a tough nun who bartered with black
marketeers for basic medicines — | sat in his
office for hours, as patients from all over the
country came in and out.

Young and old, rich and poor, Kurds and
Arabs, even Afifa Iskander — the former star
of Baghdad’s old cabaret scene and mistress
of Abdul Karim Qassim (the Iraqi leader who
flirted with Russian Communists and was
overthrown in the 1963 CIA-backed Baathist
coup) — came in for a visit. She was in her
80s then and being treated for dysentery, in a
neighbourhood that, less than a decade earlier,
had been middle class.

But while the embargo destroyed what
economy and middle class there remained after
the eight-year war with Iran, it only served to
entrench Saddam Hussein’s power. With the
private sector in ruins, and a siege mentality
at play, the state-issued ration card seriously
dampened any remaining appetite for dissent.
After all, it’s hard to bite the hand that feeds you.

Return, after the invasion
After returning to Saddam-era Iraq sev-
eral times, | made my first post-invasion trip
in August 2003. Arriving at the old Saddam
International that had resurfaced complete
with makeshift gulag and Burger King, | had
my passport stamped by a young Marine, not
with the old Iraqgi eagle, but with a nondescript
Coalition Provisional Authority emblem.
Researching my book Dancing in the No-Fly



The Guardian
August 18 2010

Magazine 7

Zone, | arrived just before the security situation
would have prevented me from reporting the way
I like to — from markets, churches, mosques and
theatres, from people’s homes and neighbour-
hoods. Despite some close calls, | was able
to enjoy a certain freedom of movement and
mobility and managed to catch up with many
of my old friends and contacts.

My friend Ahlam, a widowed mother of two,
had managed to open her own beauty salon, but
had very few customers. She had pulled her
13-year-old daughter from school because the
walk there and back was just too dangerous. Less
than a year later, fundamentalist militias would
begin firebombing beauty parlours and churches.

My old friend Karim Wasfi, a talented
young cellist, had taken a job at a US-backed
NGO called the Iraqgi Institute for Democracy.
And the Jordanian woman 1’d met on that first
journey in a shared taxi would re-emerge at my
strange new hotel as the mother of the internet
café manager.

Her son Marwan was a plump mama’s boy
who after the shock of seeing his university labs
looted in the wake of the invasion, had become
a newly reborn Muslim. He politely objected
to my swimming in the hotel pool, while his
mother told me that after recent abductions of
women in her neighbourhood by armed gangs,
she had learned how to use a gun.

When | left the country, | still followed
its failing fortunes from afar, documenting its
continuing brain drain, as professors, artists
and doctors were killed by death squads, and
as extremist militias offered fresh new terror.
“Before, we had one Saddam,” a playwright
friend had told me, “and we knew who to be
afraid of. Now we have dozens.”

But I never thought 1’d come back here. In
fact, | nearly didn’t, concerned by the bombings
over the past six months, and stymied by Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s clamping down on
journalists’ visas. It was easier to get one in the
bad old days of Baathist apparatchiks. But at the
11th hour, an Iragi NGO called the Journalistic
Freedom Observatory saved the day, and miracu-
lously arranged for my visa.

Now, after landing, | wait with a group
of Tamil workers and a couple of French oil
executives to get my passport stamped, this
time by Iragis. Within minutes, | step out into
the sunlight of a brave new Iraq, where dozens
of potential Saddams stare down at me from
election posters.

New Internationalist &

Let anti-nuclear and
human rights campaigner
Vanunu go free

Steven Katsineris

“The only way to peace is peace; the only
way is non-violence. The only answer to
Israeli nuclear weapons, their aggression,
occupation and oppression and the wall
and the refugee camps is to answer truth
and a peaceful voice. When | became a spy
for the world, I did it all for the people of
the world. If governments do not report
the truth and if the media does not report
the truth, then all we can do is follow our
consciences. Daniel Ellsberg did, the woman
at Enron did and I did.”

Vanunu, interview with Eileen Fleming

In 1986, Mordechai Vanunu took a cou-
rageous moral stand against nuclear weap-
ons. Vanunu exposed Israel’s secret nuclear
weapons arsenal to the world after becoming
disillusioned with his work as a technician at
Dimona Nuclear Research Centre in Israel.
The information revealed Israel had hundreds
of advanced nuclear warheads (the sixth larg-
est stockpile in the world). Under a policy
of nuclear ambiguity, Israel still denies it has
nuclear weapons.

His brave actions led to him being kid-
napped by Israeli Mossad agents in Italy
and transported back to Israel where he was
charged with espionage and treason and con-
victed in a secret trial. Vanunu’s abduction
was a violation of Italian and International
Law.

For this “crime” he spent 18 years in jail,
with over 11 years of it in solitary confine-
ment in a six-metre square cell under constant
camera observation. Conditions that Amnesty
International described as, “cruel, inhuman
and degrading.”

Vanunu was released from prison in
2004, but Israeli authorities imposed a strict
military supervision order on him, which is
renewed every six months. Under this order
Vanunu is banned from meeting journalists,
supporters and foreigners, can’t use phones
or the Internet, go near foreign embassies,
ports or airports or move address without
informing the police. Vanunu is also subject
to continuous police surveillance, his internal
movements are confined to Jerusalem and he
is forbidden to leave Israel.

These Israeli restrictions deny Vanunu’s
rights to freedom of expression, movement
and association. Amnesty International said
that as Vanunu has served his full sentence,
these limitations are a breach of international
law. He has been rearrested and jailed sev-
eral times since 2004 for breaching these
regulations.

In early August, Vanunu was released
from prison after being held in solitary con-
finement for a further three months in central
Israel. He has been sentenced to serve more
time in prison for unauthorised meetings with
foreign nationals, including his Norwegian
girlfriend and journalists and for travel-
ling from Jerusalem to Bethlehem to attend
Christmas Eve mass. He was held under
harsh and inhumane conditions, in the worst
section of Ayalon prison where he was only
allowed out for one hour each day to walk in
the prison courtyard.

“While he was in prison, Amnesty

“Mordechai Vanunu is a prisoner of conscience,”
said Malcolm Smart, Amnesty International.

International campaigned for Vanunu’s
unconditional release. Malcolm Smart, Al
Middle East director stated, “Mordechai
Vanunu should not be in prison, let alone
be held in solitary confinement ... to return
him to such conditions now is harsh and
unjustified.”

Scientists say that Israeli claims that
Vanunu has more secret details to reveal
are ridiculous, after 24 years this is merely
a pretext for continuing to punish him. In
December 2009, Uzi Eilam, the former head
of Israel’s Atomic Energy Commission told
PRESSTYV that Vanunu “should be let go. |
don’t think he has significant knowledge to
reveal (about Dimona) now.” While Vanunu
has no more information to reveal about
secret work at the Dimona reactor, he remains
committed to disarmament and anti-nuclear
campaigns.

“The Israelis have 200 atomic weapons
and they accuse the Palestinians and Muslims
of terrorism... The Dimona has never been
inspected and Israel has never signed the
Nuclear Proliferation Treaty, but all the Arab
states have... The world needs to wake up and
see the real terrorism is the occupation and
the Palestinians have lived under that terror
regime for 40 years,” Vanunu said.

Vanunu followed his conscience and has
since been imprisoned and persecuted by
Israel. After being released from prison, his
civil, political and human rights have been
grossly abused. He has served his prison time

and under international law he is entitled to
his liberty.

Many respected people, including Bishop
Desmond Tutu, linguist and writer Noam
Chomsky, peace activist Mairead Maguire,
Yoko Ono and the late playwright Harold
Pinter have supported his just struggle for
real freedom.

Just like Nelson Mandela and Aung San
Suu Kyi, Vanunu is a political prisoner living
in captivity and under constant risk of further
detention in prison. He is entitled to a life
free of Israel’s repressive rules.

I urge everyone reading this and con-
cerned about Vanunu’s plight to do whatever
you can do to support Vanunu. Protest by
calling for the Israeli authorities to treat him
humanely and lift the unjust regulations
imposed on him.

Please write letters to the newspapers
to publicise his case, pass motions at union,
church, student and other organisations meet-
ings, sign petitions and raise the issue of his
case at public forums. Demand that Israel
respect his basic human rights and give
Vanunu genuine freedom, including the free-
dom to travel and to leave Israel.

“Israel is not a democracy unless you
are a Jew. The administration tells me | am
not allowed to speak to foreigners, the media
and the world. But | do because that is how
I prove my true humanity to the world,”
Mordechai Vanunu said. &

The Information revealed Israel had hundreds of
advanced nuclear warheads (the sixth largest stockpile
in the world). Under a policy of nuclear ambiguity,
Israel still denies It has nuclear weapons.
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BP admits guilt in
Texas City violations

Mark Gruenberg

After years of foot-dragging and
contesting federal findings, British
Petroleum agreed on August 12 to
not contest job safety and health
violations in the years after the
fatal 2005 blast at its Texas City,
Texas, refinery. BP will pay a $50.6
million fine, negotiate another $30
million in penalties imposed by the
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA), and
undertake $500 million worth of
repairs and upgrades at the plant.

The United Steelworkers, who
represent union workers at Texas
City — where more than a dozen
workers were killed and more than
100 people were injured — welcomed
the announcement, said vice president
Gary Beevers, who leads the USW’s
oil workers.

But in a telephone interview from
his Beaumont, Texas, office, Beevers
told Press Associates Union News
Service that’s not enough.

He said BP “gets it” and has
worked on safety and made some
strides, but the oil industry “has a
concrete wall around it” on safety
issues, at refineries and at offshore
platforms — such as the Deepwater
Horizon which exploded, caught fire,
and sank in the Gulf of Mexico on
April 20. That killed 11 workers and
spewed out millions of gallons of oil.

Labor Secretary Hilda Solis and
deputy OSHA Administrator Jordan
Barab, a former union safety and
health official, announced the settle-
ment with BP in a telephone press
conference. The fine is the largest in
OSHA’s history, they said. And it’s
for BP’s repeated “failure to abate”
violations, by not fixing up the plant
after the 2005 disaster.

The fatal explosion there was
due not just to flaws on individual
machines but also to BP’s failure to
oversee safety in its entire oil produc-
tion and refining process.

“The size of the penalty reflects
BP’s disregard for worker safety and

also sends a message to all employers:
No one should have to sacrifice their
life for their job,” Solis said.

Under the agreement, BP will pay
the $50.6 million fine and work out
with OSHA how much of an addi-
tional $30 million in fines it should
pay for other violations the agency
has found on subsequent inspections
at Texas City. BP will also spend
$500 million to fix “process safety”
problems it ignored on 28 separate
plant processes.

Texas City had never had a top-
to-bottom OSHA “process safety”
inspection before the blast, looking
not just at the safety of individual
machines but at overall safety of
entire production lines and manufac-
turing processes.

Now, under the agreement, the
Texas City plant supervisor meets the
OSHA area supervisor every month to
review progress on repairs, and OSHA
gets to inspect any place in the plant
at any time. There’s a set schedule
for improvements, with the threat of
more OSHA fines, or court action, if
BP flunks again, Barab said.

“At Texas City, BP is accepting
an unprecedented level of OSHA
oversight,” Barab said. “OSHA will
have full access to management
systems and to verify audits” on

An aerial view of the 2005 disaster at BP’s Texas City oil refinery.

25 injured in April and May — even
before the Deepwater Horizon disas-
ter — Beevers said the whole industry
is a mess.

But the American Petroleum
Institute, the oil industry’s lobby,
won’t admit there’s a safety problem.
It counts numbers of violation reports

discuss process safety at plants and
platforms.

“They certainly showed they’re
chronic violators of safety,” Beevers
said.

The Steelworkers have asked
Barab, Solis and OSHA administra-
tor Dr David Michaels to put the

The fatal explosion there was due not just to flaws on
individual machines but also to BP’s failure to oversee
safety In its entire oil production and refining process.

safety progress, among other things,
he added. So will the Steelworkers,
he said.

Beevers praised that, but said
the problem isn’t just at BP and it
isn’t just at refineries. Pointing to 13
oil plant fires, 19 dead workers, and

and argues increased reporting — even
for small events — shows it pays
attention to safety. And Shell, which
negotiated the industry’s last “pattern”
contract with the USW, last month
turned the union down flat when the
USW asked to reopen the pact to

oil industry as a whole on OSHA’s
“worst of the worst” list, along with
other high-hazard industries, Beevers
added.

“And we need to see OSHA’s
national compliance program” for
bad violators “carried out at every

refinery, not just those that don’t join
OSHA's \oluntary Protection Program
(VPP),” he added.

The VPP, instituted by Republican
President Bush’s OSHA, told firms
that if they accepted OSHA safety
advice, they could escape its inspec-
tions. “It doesn’t make sense if you
have six plants overall and all but
two are exempt, because the others
are in VPP. You have a problem,”
Beevers said.

Another problem Beevers noted
is OSHA’s fines, which OSHA, the
Steelworkers, the peak union body
AFL-CIO and other unions are lob-
bying Congress to increase. The
penalty against BP is huge because
there were so many initial violations
and subsequent “failure to abate”
violations when BP did not fix the
Texas City plant. But the maximum
OSHA fine for a single process safety
violation is still only $7,000, Beevers
said. That’s also OSHA’s maximum
for most other violations, Michaels
has told lawmakers.

People’s World &

Impact of

“One of our key tasks ahead
focuses on fighting the effects of
the economic crisis on women
across the globe,” Alison McGarry,
International Transport Federation
(ITF) women’s coordinator told
delegates at the Women Transport
Workers’ Conference in India.

She highlighted the importance
of protecting women’s jobs, many
of which were precarious; their
positions were likely to be among
the first to go as cutbacks were
implemented. During the session,
McGarry outlined the approach
presented in the ITF document
“Making a Difference” which pri-
oritises a number of areas, includ-
ing the fight against the impact of
the crisis on women.

She said that the ITF would
continue to ensure that it chal-
lenged the negative effects of
the global crisis on women by
working with global unions and
the International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC) to promote
alternative economic and political
strategies.

McGarry added: “We have to
make sure that how women are

financial crisis on women

affected by the crisis is fed back
to their unions and that women
are properly represented at bodies
such as the International Labour
Organisation and the ITUC.”

Research would also be carried
out to show exactly how public
sector cuts were disproportionately
affecting women. The implementa-
tion of equality programs in trans-
port unions and organising young
and informal women workers and
women in “new workplaces”,
such as call centres, were also key
themes in the document.

The ITF had already made
inroads into organising in call cen-
tres, for example in Africa, where
a project to reach out to young
women workers had been estab-
lished, the conference heard.

Violence against
women condemned

Women at the women’s con-
ference spoke out passionately
against increasing levels of vio-
lence against them. Rosa Maria
Herndndez L6pez, of the Mexican
bus, tram and light railway

workers’ union ATM, said that
violence and the murder of women
was a prominent issue in Mexico,
and the state was not protecting
them. “So much injustice and cor-
ruption has led to the killing of
women; women are condemned to
be outcasts.”

Alison McGarry also empha-
sised the importance of tackling
violence against women and
said that the ITF would pri-
oritise engaging unions in the
UN International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against
Women on November 25.
According to the United Nations,
one in three women experience
some form of physical violence
during their lifetime.

Delegates adopted a motion
rejecting all forms of violence
against women in Mexico
specifically.

In addition, they supported an
emergency motion denouncing the
death of a South African cadet at
sea in suspicious circumstances.

It is understood that she died after
she alleged that she had been raped
by a senior officer.

Delegates heard how the ITF
was trialling a new mentoring ini-
tiative with the maritime sections.
This would link newly elected
women leaders with established
and experienced leaders. The ini-
tiative is designed to be a two-way
process, providing both the expe-
rienced leader and the novice with
useful insights.

Stereotyping
women’s jobs

There have been key improve-
ments for women in the workplace,
with more workplaces running
equality programs, but there was
still more to be done, according to
an ITF survey carried out in 2009.
Despite significant improvements,
the survey also showed that there
was a “maintenance of sexism in
the workplace”.

The ITF’s women’s depart-
ment was challenging this, said
McGarry. It had introduced a
gender sensitisation chapter in the
“Making Unions Stronger” pack,
ensuring that the impact of wom-
en’s campaigns were monitored in

every section and region and that
there were section-specific materi-
als. Sections had also begun to
develop women’s networks.

Winning for women
in India

“| feel proud to say that in
each and every part of this country,
you can find active women par-
ticipants,” said Deepti Ben Shukla
from the National Federation of
Indian Railwaymen.

Shukla explained to delegates
at the women’s conference that
there were, however, still concerns
about the position of women in
the workforce; that is why the
union put women’s demands to the
government’s pay commission. As
a result, childcare leave and flex-
ible working hours were won for
women railway workers.

Shukla also outlined the
union’s education programmes:
“We are educating women to know
the rules and regulations so that
they can protect themselves against
violence and sexual harassment in
the workplace.” &
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Iran, one year after the election

Jane Green

In June this year Amnesty
International published From
Protest to Prison — Iran One Year
After the Election, which reviewed
a year of arrest and detention of
those who have spoken out against
the government and its abuses.

As Claudio Cordone, Amnesty
International’s interim secretary
general, stated:

“The Iranian government is deter-
mined to silence all dissenting voices,
while at the same time trying to avoid
all scrutiny by the international com-
munity into the violations connected
to the post-election unrest.”

The report focuses upon some
key examples of arbitrary arrest and
detention including:

Banned student Sayed Ziaoddin
Nabavi serving a 10-year prison
sentence in Evin Prison. A member
of the Council to Defend the Right
to Education, his sentence appears
to be linked to the fact that he has
relatives in the People’s Mojahedin
Organization of Iran, a banned
group, which the authorities claim
was responsible for organising
demonstrations.

Around 50 members of the Baha’i
faith have been arrested across Iran
since the elections, continuing to be
unjustly cast as scapegoats for the
unrest.

Iran’s ethnic minority communi-
ties have faced arrest and detention,
during and following the election.
Four Kurds were among five political
prisoners executed in May without
the notifications required by law, in
what was a clear message to anyone
considering marking the June election
anniversary with protest.

As Claudio Cordone has stated,
the position of Amnesty International
is very clear:

“What we are calling for is very
simple: the immediate and uncon-
ditional release of all prisoners of
conscience and for others to be tried
promptly on recognisably criminal
offences, without recourse to the
death penalty, in proceedings which
fully meet international standards for
a fair trial.”

Iran has one of the highest rates
of executions in the world. To date
in 2010, Amnesty International has
already recorded over 115 executions.

The report reinforces facts which
have been highlighted by Committee
for the Defence of the Iranian People’s
Rights (CODIR), Amnesty and other
human rights organisations over the
past year and presents a damning
indictment of the Islamic Republic’s

failure to address basic human rights
issues and the demands of civil
society.

The intransigence of the regime
was further highlighted in July with
the international outcry which fol-
lowed the sentencing to stoning
of Sakineh Mohammedi Ashtiani,
who had been accused of adultery.
Commuting the sentence to death
by hanging has not stemmed the tide
of protest.

In a further development the law-
yer defending Ashtiani, Mohammed
Mostafaei, has been missing following
his release from judicial questioning.
The authorities have further responded
by detaining the lawyer’s wife and
brother in law, prompting fears that
they have been arrested to put pres-
sure upon Mostafaei.

Malcolm Smart, Amnesty
International’s Middle East and North
Africa director, has been quite clear
about the intentions of the regime,
stating:

“Mohammad Mostafaei is a thorn
in the side of the Iranian authorities
and we fear that he is being persecuted
in an attempt to stop him carrying
out his professional activities as a
defence lawyer and in support of
human rights.”

As Amnesty International has
pointed out, there is a longstanding
pattern of harassment and impris-
onment of human rights lawyers in
Iran. In 2002, Nasser Zarafshan was
sentenced to five years’ imprison-
ment, partly on trumped-up charges
of possessing a firearm and alcohol
offences.

Abdolfattah Soltani was sen-
tenced to five years’ imprisonment
in 2005 for disclosing public docu-
ments and “propaganda against the
system.” The sentence was over-
turned on appeal on 2007 but he was
arrested again in 2009 and held for
two months before being released on
bail. Mohammad Olyaeifard is serving
a one-year prison sentence imposed
for comments he made criticising
the judiciary after the execution of
one of his clients, juvenile offender
Behnoud Shojaee.

Other Iranian human rights
lawyers such as Nobel Prize winner
Shirin Ebadi and Shadi Sadr, recipient
of various international human rights
awards, now work outside of Iran,
fearing to return.

In addition to this pattern of
persecution against the legal profes-
sion the regime’s campaign against
journalists continues with the ongoing
internment of Abdolrezo Tajik who, at
the end of July, had been held for 50
days without charge. The International

Ayotollah Ali Khamenei, referred back to the Prophet Mohammed, stating: “An injury to the obedience to the
faqgih and the supreme leader is an injury to the Islamic regime itself, and | would not tolerate it from any

person or group”.

Federation of Journalists has issued a
call for Tajik’s release and IFJ General
Secretary Aidan White has stated:

“The failure to produce evidence
that he has broken the law and the
fears that he is being abused in jail
should be enough to indicate that there
is a terrible injustice here. If there is
no case to answer he should be freed
immediately and all the allegations of
ill treatment must be investigated.”

This ongoing pattern of sup-
pression reflects a regime which
continues to resort to force to cover
up its contradictions. Intolerance of
open debate and free discussion are
symptomatic of the tyranny which is
Iran today.

The latest pronouncements from
the leadership of the theocratic regime
reinforce this picture. In late July
the office of the Supreme Leader,
Ayotollah Ali Khamenei, issued a
statement which in effect states that
everyone must obey Mr Khamenei.
For his authority to make such a state-
ment Khamenei referred back to the
Prophet Mohammed, stating:

“An injury to the obedience to
the fagih and the supreme leader is an
injury to the Islamic regime itself, and
I would not tolerate it from any per-
son or group. Fortunately today, with
God’s blessing, all individuals and
groups following the line of the Imam
are committed to their obedience of
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the fagih and the supreme leader. We
hope that conditions for their disobe-
dience never emerge.”

This movement towards personal
dictatorship reflects the lack of confi-
dence the regime has in its structures
for government. It also demonstrates
the extent to which the regime has
been affected by the events following
June 12, 2009. The clerical establish-
ment has been shaken and society
in Iran is increasingly forming into
two clear camps; those in favour of
the medieval clericalism represented
by Khamenei and those broadly in
favour of the principles of the Green

Movement, seeking modernisation,
peace and democracy.

This contradiction will not be
resolved overnight and it is clear that
the Iranian people, in spite of their
suffering under the theocratic regime,
may yet be in for a long haul before
they achieve their goal. It is equally
clear however that international soli-
darity in support of the Iranian people
is more vital than ever and external
pressure combined with the resolve
of the Iranian people themselves
will eventually move Iran into the
21st century.
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Youth unemployment
a ““social time-bomb”

The International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC) has
described the high and rising levels
of youth unemployment globally as
a “social time-bomb”, which risks
damaging the social, economic
and political fabric of countries
around the world. New figures
released by the International
Labour Organisation on the United
Nations Youth Day, underline the
dramatic increase in the number of
young jobless as the employment
impacts of the global economic
crisis continue to worsen.

“More than 80 million young
people are now out of work and
many millions more are trapped
in short-term, low-paid jobs or in
the informal economy,” said ITUC
General Secretary Sharan Burrow.
“An entire generation of young
people is being left behind, and the
consequences of this for society
will be severe. Governments have
to act urgently to get job-creation
moving, by maintaining economic
stimulus where it is needed rather
than by cutting public expenditure.”

While youth unemployment
has been steadily increasing for
more than a decade, the ILO report
shows that the economic crisis
caused an explosive increase in
the jobless rate, with an additional
eight million young people out
of work between 2007 and 2009,
bringing the overall percentage to
13 percent. The report analyses

the situation in industrialised and
emerging economies, which have
the highest overall levels ever
recorded, as well as the develop-
ing world, where increasing youth
unemployment is compounded by
some 152 million young “working
poor” caught in extreme poverty.

Even if the global employment
situation does begin to improve,
youth unemployment is expected to
reduce more slowly than for older
workers, and the pattern of short-
term, part-time and precarious work
for those young people able to find
work will persist unless govern-
ments act effectively. The long-term
economic and social impacts of
high youth unemployment are well
documented, and the damage to
social cohesion from the current
crisis is likely to be long-lasting
and deep.

“Trade unions across the world
are pressing governments to adopt
macro-economic policies which put
employment at the centre, as well
as specific measures to improve the
access of young people to decent
jobs and quality education and
training. We as trade unions also
need to do more to reach out to
young people, to keep their con-
cerns at the top of our own agenda
both in terms of government policy
as well as protection in the labour
market and the workplace,” said
Burrow. &
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Time to
take back the planet

The recommendations of the
Royal Commission into the 2009
Victorian bushfires have just
been released to the public. The
most valuable part to note was
that the majority of serious fires
were started by the private power
companies, which as one expects
have cut back on maintenance
since they took over ownership
from the Victorian government.

However the real role of the
Royal Commission played was to
sidetrack the most important issue in
what happened eighteen months ago
and which caused the death of 173
people in the bushfires and the death
of 372 people away from the bushfires
due to heat exhaustion.

Clearly climate change is the
issue but none of the bourgeois estab-
lishment including its media were
interested in allowing this discussion
to happen because they know the
answers to climate change is a direct
threat to their capitalist dictatorship.

What makes it almost comical if it
wasn’t so sad is just at the same time
the Royal Commission releases its

side-track answers to what happened
in Victoria, Pakistan has been hit with
exactly the same scenario as Victoria.
The change in climate is breaking all
climatic records. In this case it is a
flood that has killed over 1,200 and
has displaced up to 14 million people.
But the irony of the Victorian
Royal Commission side tracking
does not stop there; in Russia they
are fighting unprecedented bushfires
and a State of Emergency has been
declared because crops are failing.
This is only this week in regards
to climate change; last week it was
Germany’s heat wave but it does not
matter which part of the jigsaw of
nations that make up the planet, they
are all being affected at some stage.
The real question here is just how
much longer will capitalism be able to
manipulate and keep apart the world’s
population in regards to the obvious,
i.e. people taking back the planet
from the exploiters because scientists
point out that the climate is going to
get worse even if capitalism stopped
polluting today. (The reason is that
the planet being a huge mass means
that yesterday’s heating of this mass
will take a period before it becomes
obvious to humans’ little understand-
ing of the dynamics of the planet).
So it is possible that within ten
years we could have a very radical-
ised world population as they put
the jigsaw together and what makes
this unifying for the world’s working
class is that climate change knows no
human boundaries so the bourgeois
cannot appeal to nationalism as a
reason to stand by them such as it did
in the First World War.
H Patterson
Vic

Cut-backs cause
economic, ecological
chaos

Russia is experiencing the hottest
recorded summer — forest fires and
peat fires are still burning after
many weeks of hot, dry weather.
There are losses of houses and
loss of life as well. The Russian
economy has suffered huge losses
and the damage may total one
percent of the GDP in 2010, equal
to an estimated US$15 billion.
The grains harvest is affected of
course and will be as low as 60-65
million tons as a result of the drought.
Russia’s temporary ban on the
export of wheat and other crops will
mean a further loss of $3 billion and
food price increases up to 9.5 percent.
Russian ecologists have been wor-
ried about forest protection for years.
They insist that the system of forest
protection should be re-established.
The state forest protection system
was abolished during “the reforms”
of 2005-06. About 70,000 foresters
and nearly 130,000 other employ-
ees used to guarantee fire safety in
Russian forests prior to the reforms.
The personnel have been cut to 12,000
people which is plainly inadequate for
all the work that needed to be done
to protect forests on a regular basis.
Russia’s restriction on grain
exports may have dire consequences
for consumers everywhere. First,
there will be inevitable price hikes
on the world market. Secondly, the
dominant position of US grain exports
may turn the world into consumers
of genetically modified grains. The
US, Canada, Brazil and Argentina

DO YOU HAVE
SOMETHING
TO SAY?

White a letter
to the Editor

are the world leaders on the volumes
of GM crops. Flooding the market
with GM crops may be another tragic
consequence of fires, droughts and
people’s unwillingness to really fight
for a better world for all.
Mati English
Sydney

The facts about deaths
in custody and
Mr Ward

During the last decade there
have been more deaths in cus-
tody in Australia than there
were deaths in custody during
the peak of Apartheid in South
Africa. Non-Aboriginal deaths in
custody in Australia outnumber
Aboriginal deaths however —
Aboriginal deaths in custody are
disproportionately higher. Many
good citizens are ignorant of the
facts. Many believe that deaths

in custody are incidental rather
than endemic. Many have limited
deaths in custody to the deaths of
Mr Ward (Warburton) and Mr
Doomadgee (Palm Island). There
have been more than 250 deaths in
custody during the last ten years.
Many citizens believe that the
G4S prisoner transport van had no air
conditioning in the prisoner compart-
ment. Some see television images of
the back of the G4S prisoner transport
van [in which Mr Ward died] and
assume it was a single compartment
van. However the van had TWO
prisoner compartments. One without
working air conditioning and one
WITH working air conditioning. Mr
Ward, on a 43 degree day, and with a
journey of 400 kilometres, was inex-
plicably located into the compartment
with NO air conditioning. No charges
laid. Another death in custody, adding
up to the 250 plus this last decade.
Gerry Georgatos
WA

Cult

by Rob Go

€

Mark’s tussle
with the
establishment

Mark Latham has been taking an
interest in the present election on
behalf of Channel Nine, and getting
alternately savaged and sneered at
by the rest of the bourgeois media,
particularly for giving the PM a
hard time. (The latter is purely
illusory, of course. Julia Gillard
is an old hand and can eat that
kind of “tough encounter” for
breakfast.)

There are a number of reasons
for the unfriendly attitude of the
non-channel-nine part of the capital-
ist media to Mr Latham but one you
might not have thought of could be
his penchant for saying unkind things
about capitalism when he was an MP.

In a speech to the House of
Representatives on 26 August 2002
about what he called the “New
Political Correctness”, our Mark iden-
tified “the conservative establishment
in this country” as comprising “money
interests, the conservative think tanks,
the Tory MPs and their fellow travel-
lers in the commercial media”.

Even at that time Mark was being
got at for being “uncivil”, a cry that
resurfaced after his recent footpath
encounter with Ms Gillard. In 2002,
he labelled such complaints from
the conservative establishment as
“hypocritical”.

“They have spent the last 20
years hopping into the unemployed,
Aboriginal communities, newly

arrived migrants and anyone else at
the bottom of the social ladder,” he
said, “and now they want civility. ...

“For the establishment, civility is
a way of preserving the social pecking
order. It helps the ruling class to avoid
public scrutiny and accountability. It
tells working people to accept their
lot in life, without challenging the
power and privilege of the Tory elite.”

That’s right — he talked about the
ruling class and working people. No
wonder certain Labor Party quarters
wish he would go away.

Talking of the Labor Party brings
us to the imminent election and the
spectacle of PM Julia Gilard and
NSW Premier Kristina Kenneally
fawning over each other in a rather
desperate attempt to round up “the
women’s vote”. As a ploy, it will
presumably work to some extent.

Most people are deliberately
kept ignorant of the forces that actu-
ally drive politics in this country,
so achieving change by voting for a
woman seems as viable to them as
any other approach.

But there is a large and grow-
ing movement in NSW against the
despoiling of the State by the insatia-
ble greed of coal companies. A letter
in the Central Coast Express Advocate
not so long ago, from a woman named
Anne Marshall in Holgate, expressed
the view of many people in the region.

“Looking at the map of the Hunter
Valley would shock most people.
Enormous areas between Singleton
and Scone show open-cut and under-
ground coal mines, mostly the former.

“This was an area of rich farm-
lands, grazing, viticulture, horse
breeding and tourism.

“Vast areas of some of the best
food producing lands in NSW have
been taken over by coal mines and
more giant mines are in the pipeline.
You can’t eat coal.”

Scone still proudly calls itself
“the horse capital of Australia”, but
with the plans by BHP Billiton and
other coal companies to build “super-
mines” hanging over the region, it
seems only a matter of time before
that too becomes but a sad memory.

“For the establishment, civility is a way of preserving the social
pecking order. It helps the ruling class to avoid public scrutiny and
accountability. It tells working people to accept their lot in life,

without challenging the power and privilege of the Tory elite.”
Mark Latham.

BHP and the other coal companies
have made and are still making prodi-
gious profits from coal. That money
has bought them powerful friends in
Macquarie St.

The whole world (with the excep-
tion of Tony Abbott) recognises the
extreme danger to life on Earth posed
by the burning of fossil fuels, but
capitalists are generally unable to see
beyond their balance sheets. So long
as their business is making money
all’s right with the world.

But all is not right, and more
and more people are voicing their
concern. Taking the necessary steps
to obviate global warming and pre-
vent catastrophic climate change will
necessitate governments dictating to
corporations on behalf of the people,

a move big business will fiercely
oppose.

But people are refusing to be
hoodwinked by corporate snow-jobs
in the face of this global threat. Ms
Marshall ends her letter by quoting
“epidemiologist Associate Professor
Nick Higginbotham, from Newcastle
University, [who] when talking of
increasing serious health problems
near coal mines, said that the people
were being sacrificed for commercial
interests”.

That concept is hardly news to
readers of The Guardian, of course.
Bosses have been sacrificing the
health — and the lives — of working
people for commercial interests ever
since capitalism arose.

What has shocked so many

ordinary people into action over the
coal and climate change issue is the
blatant contempt being shown by big
business for this extremely serious
matter. The whole world is at stake,
and they want to go on mining and
polluting because “it makes money”.

The veneer of civilization has
dropped away to reveal the mindless
greed underneath, greed that refuses
to accept any other alternative than
“business as usual”.

To dig up “rich farmlands” so
that a mining company can boost its
bottom line, while elsewhere people
go hungry and our water and air
are poisoned, is a criminal act, that
should be dealt with by responsible
governments as any other criminal
act is dealt with. &
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he BBC Natural History

Unit’s spectacular series
about (wild) life on Earth, called
simply and explicitly Life (ABC1
Sundays at 7.30pm), tells us very
little viewers of wildlife programs did
not already know. It is, in fact, essen-
tially a survey, intent on revealing the
range and diversity of life on Earth.

And it does that with some of the
finest wildlife photography you have
ever seen, utilising new techniques
and very talented cameramen. The
series is immeasurably aided by David
Attenborough’s intelligent, informed
commentary.

This week’s episode, on August
22, is devoted to birds, from chin-
strap penguins struggling up the
slopes of an Antarctic volcano with
food for their young in a communal
nursery, to tropic birds skimming over
the waves with crops full of krill for
their chicks, running a gauntlet of
frigate birds intent on robbing them
of their catch.

The most amazing footage for me,
however, was that showing the display
of the spatule-tailed hummingbirds
whose over-sized tail-feathers make
flying so difficult that the male hum-
mingbird can only sustain his display
for a few seconds.

here are many ways these

days that people who live
unfulfilling lives can escape from
their stultifying reality and take on a
more exciting, more heroic persona.
With the aid of miniatures (often used
in war-gaming) or computers (used
in both war-gaming and other forms
of gaming), people to whom nothing
very exciting ever happens are able
to immerse themselves in their very
own action movie.

Although there are some com-
puter games that do not depend
on causing death and destruction,
they are not so popular. Games that
encourage the player to kill quickly
and without emotion, without even
thinking about it, are the norm. It is
little wonder that they are now com-
monly used in police and military
training establishments.

In rating computer games, the
more “realistic” looking the game is
on screen, the more “true to life” the
experience is, the better the game is
rated. So very large numbers of kids
and young adults are being encourage
to wander through urban landscapes
with their finger on the trigger, ready
to blow away villains, aliens, ter-
rorists or Cubans — whoever your
enemy of the month is — with no
sense of remorse or loss or sadness
or even shock at the sudden loss of
a human life.

The ABC'’s contribution to pro-
moting this stuff is Good Game,
which is now in its sixth season. This
week there is a special, Good Game
In Space (ABC2 Monday August 23
at 8.30 pm) which “explores the best
and worst SPACE games ever made”.

For the special, the hosts Steven
O’Donnell and Stephanie Bendixsen,
dress up in Star Wars costumes, but
they are still a pair of very wet fish.
Just what you would expect people
addicted to video games to be. You
find yourself wanting to yell at them,
“Get a life!”

Western Grebes dancing, Oregon, USA — Birds — Life (ABC1 Sundays August 22 at 7.30 pm).

0 you remember the Mini-
Moke, the Australian-
designed little run-about that was
cheap on petrol but had virtually
no protection from the elements?
Well in Daredevils: The Flying
Car (ABC2 Wednesday August 25
at 8.30 pm), Gilo Cardozo, a young
London engineer, claims to have
invented the first practical flying car
by hooking up a thing that looks very
much like a rugged Mini-Moke with
a fan at the back.
The fan, when it is used, provides
lift for what appears to be the lifting
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part of a paraglider. The result looks
less like a flying car and more like
a kite with a car dangling beneath it
by cables.

A less practical vehicle it would
be hard to imagine. To promote their
“invention”, which believe it or
not they hope to sell commercially,
Cardozo and his business partner
Neil Laughton, an ex-marine and an
“adventurer”, set out to fly/drive the
car from London to Timbuktu.

Where would television be with-
out time-wasting programs like this?
People would actually have to write
and produce dramas, comedies, social
satires. Gracious!

ars have many casualties.

The Canadian documen-
tary, Axe Attack Survivor (ABC2
Wednesday August 25 at 9.30 pm)
is about a Canadian reserve officer
serving in Afghanistan who was
taking part in a meeting with village
elders when he was attacked by an
axe-wielding villager who clove his
brain almost in two.

Assessed by doctors as unlikely
to come out of his coma and if he did
to be no more than a vegetable, the
Canadian captain, with his fiancée’s
dedicated help, has made a remarkable
recovery (albeit not full).

It is quite moving in its way,
but two things come to mind

DIV

Without revolutionary theory, there can be no revolutionary practice.

\

Designed to provide an introduction to
Marxist Leninist theory.

WwWw.communistuniversity.org

when watching it. He was flown
to Germany for initial treatment
and then long term state of the art
rehabilitation in a Canadian hospital.
How do Afghans with similar wounds
from shells, bombs, etc, survive, let
alone recover?

Captain Trevor Greene himself
provides the second question when
he tells the interviewer that he does
not blame the man who attacked him
(and who was immediately shot dead
by other Canadian soldiers). Greene
says in effect that the Canadian “peace
keepers” could only be perceived as
invaders: “l was in his village armed
with a rifle”.

he British crime series

Waking The Dead (ABC1
Fridays at 8.30pm) is as far from its
US equivalent, Cold Case, as a series
could get. The leader of the team,
DSI Boyd (Trevor Eve), is abrasive,
troubled and willing to use torture.

The plots are often disturbing or
distasteful or both. This week’s epi-
sode, Skin (August 27), has almost
everything: neo-Nazi skinheads, a
racist politician, a homophobic priest,
plenty of betrayal, a gay Jewish
avenger and death by tattooing.

It’s all dealt with seriously, as
in fact befits the theme, but it is
not a show that one watches with
enjoyment. &

\
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Climate sceptics run for office

Peter Mac

The Climate Change Sceptics Party, which
is contesting the federal elections, maintains
that climate change won’t really threaten the
world; that human activity is not responsible
for it; that only a few scientists believe it is;
and that increased levels of atmospheric car-
bon dioxide will actually benefit humankind
by increasing crop yields.

These claims are untrue and highly
dangerous.

They argue, for example, that carbon dioxide
emissions from human activities don’t cause
climate change because they constitute only
3.4 percent of total annual carbon emissions.
The vast majority of carbon emissions certainly
arise from natural sources, but the comparison
between human and natural emissions is highly
misleading.

Before the beginning of the industrial
revolution (i.e. during the Holocene period) the
climate was relatively stable. Carbon emissions
from natural sources such as bushfires, volcanoes
etc. were absorbed by the growth of trees and
other vegetation, which converts atmospheric
carbon into new carbohydrate tissue. Other
factors that influence climate, such as minor
variations in the planet’s orbit, have not been
evident for thousands of years.

However, since about 1850 the natural
balance has been disrupted by the extra
emissions from human combustion of fossil
fuels, and also by land clearing, which has
reduced the planet’s vegetation and hence its
ability to absorb atmospheric carbon.

The real problem does not lie in the
small percentage of annual carbon emissions
from human sources, but rather in its non-
absorption and build-up in the atmosphere
over the last 200 years. The very small
percentage of human-sourced annual carbon
emissions does not indicate that we have
little to worry about, it indicates just the
opposite, because even if we were able to cut
those emissions to zero tomorrow, it would
still take decades to return the balance by
removing the excess carbon dioxide and all
the other human-made greenhouse gases from
the atmosphere.

Rising global temperatures are threatening
to melt permafrost soil over vast areas of
northern Russia and the Scandinavian countries.
This would result in the release of enormous

Russia would be one country that would benefit
from global warming. Instead, huge areas of
subterranean peat have now ignited, limiting
crop growth and shrouding the Russian cities in
toxic haze. Global food shortages and famines
are likely to increase.

Science vs
climate change denial

Climate change is occurring much more
rapidly than previously thought. One aspect
of this change is the rise in global sea levels,
resulting from ocean warming plus the melting
of glaciers and the vast Greenland and Antarctica
ice deposits.

The melting of the Arctic ice will not
significantly raise sea levels, because most
of the ice lies over the sea, not land. Yet its
rate of melting gives a stark indication of the

previous 156 years and the fact that the rise has
now resumed. The IPCC has stated that the sea
is likely to rise one metre by 2010. However,
a recent report has claimed that a rise of two
metres is possible by then.

The Sceptics claim that only five
“independent” scientists (i.e. not government
employees or consultants) supported the
last chapter of the 2007 IPCC report, which
concluded that greenhouse gas “forcing” (i.e.
from human activities) has, with 90 percent
certainty, caused most of the observed global
warming over the last 50 years. In reality, of
309 scientists who reviewed the report, only
one appeared to disagree with the conclusion.

The Sceptics also refer to a petition
opposing the conclusion that they claim was
signed by 31,000 scientists from around the
world. However, the claims have not been
verified. Only 39 of the signatories claim to

The real problem does not lie in the small
percentage of annual carbon emissions from

human sources, but rather in its non-absorption and
build-up in the atmosphere over the last 200 years.

guantities of methane, a greenhouse gas 23
times as powerful as carbon dioxide.

The Sceptics Party also claims that because
plants absorb atmospheric carbon to create new
growth, high carbon levels will result in higher
crop Yields, and a reduction in food shortages
and famines.

This is simplistic nonsense. Crop yields
don’t rely on atmospheric carbon alone, but on
a range of factors, particularly water. Climate
change has resulted in widespread droughts in
the major food-producing nations, including
Australia. At one stage it was thought that

general tendency for polar ice to melt. The
latest indications are that the Arctic is likely to
be entirely free of ice in mid-summer within
five years, 80 years earlier than predicted in the
2007 report prepared by the UN’s International
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Greenland’s
ice has been melting for years, and Antarctica’s
great western ice shelf is likely to soon break
free of the landmass.

Sea levels began rising about 1850. This
levelled off between 2006 and 2008, which the
Climate Sceptics cite as evidence that the rise
has ceased. They ignore the evidence of the

have climatology degrees and only 112 to
have atmospheric science qualifications. The
signatories included 9,834 engineers. The
number who actually work in their fields of
claimed qualification is unknown.

In comparison, in another survey of 3,146
earth scientists, 82 percent confirmed the IPCC
conclusion. The signatories included a number
of climatologists who publish climate change
research, 97.5 percent of whom confirmed
the conclusion. Some scientific reports are
now indicating that we will have to reduce
emissions by 45 to 50 percent by 2020, and by

100 percent by 2050, in order to achieve a safe
climate by 2100.

An extra threat

The Climate Sceptics Party has reinforced
the dangers posed by climate change. Their
arguments coincide with those of the huge global
conglomerate of corporations that have a vested
interest in “business as usual”, in particular in
the continued use of fossil fuels. The founding
president of the Climate Sceptics, Leon Ashby,
is a dairy farmer who was formerly the convenor
of “Landholders for the Environment” and was
the director of the “Australian Environment
Foundation”, a pro-industry organisation
established by the right-wing Institute for
Public Affairs.

The current situation requires widespread
public consciousness, vigorous action and
irresistible pressure on governments to take
the necessary drastic measures to curb climate
change. In contrast, the Climate Sceptics’
campaign will encourage public apathy,
inactivity, ignorance and defeatism.

Tony Abbott has followed John Howard’s
lead in expressing scepticism about climate
change. The ALP government has at least
acknowledged that climate change is real, and
that it is induced by human activity. However, it
has failed to take significant action. Its emissions
trading scheme, now withdrawn, was based on
the pathetic ambition of a five percent reduction
in emissions by 2020. It granted the worst
polluters 95 percent of their permits free for
the first five years after the scheme’s proposed
introduction, and it treated permits as “personal
property”, so that polluters would have to be
compensated for any further reductions in the
future.

To play our part in curbing climate change
we must support the political forces that are
willing to take the necessary action. In NSW
cast your vote for the Communist Alliance in the
Senate, and those in the seat of Sydney can also
vote Communist Alliance in the Lower House.
Elsewhere vote for the Greens.

For more information check out
“Sceptics’corner” in the Southerland
Climate Action Network web site
(sites.google.com/site/sutherlandcan) &
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