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EDITORIAL

Alternative policies 
for the people

When the Reserve Bank of Australia 
(RBA) announced interest rates would 
not rise again in August there was a 
large sigh of relief in the Labor Party 
camp and considerable disappointment 
in Coalition ranks. Neither side were 
concerned about the struggling families 
in the outer suburbs or small businesses 
and farmers whose homes and incomes 
could go up in smoke with another rate 
rise. It was pure opportunism.

But the RBA’s decision had little to do 
with the August 21 federal elections. It was 
expected by the powerful fi nancial markets and 
driven by serious and very justifi ed concerns 
about an economic storm that is brewing in 
the US and the European Union.

Brown shoots of recovery
The much heralded “green shoots of recov-

ery” are looking rather brown and could go 
up in fl ames as governments revert to the neo-
liberal (economic rationalist) scorched earth 
policies that brought on the global recession 
and the fi nancial crisis that preceded it. Instead 
of continuing to nurture the green shoots of 
recovery with stimulus packages and public 
sector programs, governments are of their own 
will or under coercion from the fi nance sector 
and the International Monetary Fund, applying 
“budget discipline” and “austerity measure” 
to their economies.

“Budget discipline” is neo-liberal speak 
for restoring budget surpluses, regardless of 
the social consequences. The term “austerity 

measures” is spin for sacking workers, reduc-
ing wages, slashing services, cutting pensions 
and other attacks on the working class.

The fi rst signs of recovery and all the talk 
about tighter regulation of the fi nance sector 
and greater involvement of government in 
economic and fi nancial matters has dried up. 
No more government intervention, no more 
low interest rates to stimulate demand. It is 
business as usual as far as the fi nance and 
banking sectors are concerned.

There is no doubt that government bailouts 
and stimulus packages saved millions of jobs 
and staved off a far deeper recession, creating 
a false sense of confi dence. Although there 
was some turnaround in the global economy 
over the past 12 months, it was very uneven 
and lacked sustainability.

No recovery 
without demand

The reality is that overall global demand 
remains extremely weak and until there is an 
ongoing boost to global demand there can be 
no serious talk of being in the recovery phase 
of the business cycle.

Austerity measures and budget cutting 
to restore surpluses and reduce government 
debt will only reduce demand and have a 
contractionary effect on national economies. 
It is exactly the opposite of what is required in 
purely economic terms. It is also exactly the 
opposite of what is required to meet the needs 
of millions of people around the world who 

lost their jobs and their homes or are battling 
to hang onto them.

As well as shifting the burden of the crisis 
onto the backs of ordinary working people, the 
economic crisis is being used by big business 
as an excuse to attack wages and working 
conditions and by governments to wind back 
social security and cut the public sector.

The austerity push was launched in 
Greece, where the working class led by 
the Communist Party and the All Workers 
Militant Front (PAME) are fi ghting a heroic 
battle against it. Governments – conservative 
and social democrat – in Britain, France, 
Portugal, Italy, Spain and elsewhere are 
following suit.

In the US President Obama’s attempts to 
continue providing assistance to states and 
stimulate the still deeply recessed economy 
are being obstructed in Congress. The fi nance 
sector has recovered and has no need of 
increased government spending or fi nancial 
assistance.

Role of public sector
RBA governor Glenn Stevens described 

the role of the public sector and government’s 
stimulus packages as providing a “temporary 
shock absorber as private sector balance sheets 
contracted.”

Addressing bankers at a fund raising 
function on July 20, Stevens noted, “In cir-
cumstances of incipient or actual panic, or 
potential complete market closure, measures 
along such lines had to be taken. The simple 

truth is that, given a big enough shock, the 
public backstop to the fi nancial system has 
to be used.”

Australia is not in the same position as 
Europe, due mainly to the demands of socialist 
China, India and other Asian importers for our 
mineral resources. The Labor government can 
also take some of the credit for its stimulus 
packages (still to be played out fully) which 
provided a temporary shock absorber. These 
packages could have been better directed to 
more permanent, ongoing expansion of the 
public sector. Nonetheless they did help sus-
tain demand for goods and services and keep 
more people in jobs at a time when workers 
were being sacked, working hours slashed and 
wages reduced or frozen.

The RBA and government are very opti-
mistic about the relatively high prices and 
favourable terms of trade the mining sector is 
currently profi ting from. China has a number 
of strengths over its capitalist competitors 
including greater control over its currency, a 
large and rapidly growing internal economy 
(not relying totally on exports) and the strong 
role of government in planning and directing 
investment.

This does not mean, as was seen in the 
most recent crisis, that China is immune to 
external shocks. Its demand for imports from 
Australia could turn around at any time if the 
European and US economies take a nosedive 
and slash imports from China and India.
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PRESS FUND
Last week the ABC’s Chasers program demonstrated how much 
racism exists in the community – and just how easy it is to stir it 
up! The Labor government’s policies regarding asylum seekers 
have contributed to this, and the Liberals’ openly racist policies are 
even worse. The Guardian will play a key role in explaining and 
promoting the CPA’s policies, which are directly opposed to racism, 
one of the most important issues in the coming federal election. 
However, production of The Guardian depends in large part on 
contributions to the Press Fund, which help us to cover our day-
to-day running costs - and right now contributions are running far 
behind where they should be. So please send us in something for the 
next issue, the last before election day. Our thanks go to this week’s 
contributors, as follows:
“Round Figure” $10, Max Whisson $10, Mark Window $10, 
BA Stewart $100
This week’s total: $130 Progressive total: $3,250

Alternative policies for the people 
Continued from page 1

Counter-cyclical pro-people policies
Despite the glowing infl ation, growth and other statistics that 

the government boasts, the economy remains extremely vulnerable. 
The fi nance and banking sectors have done extremely well out of 
the crisis and government guarantees. The mining sector is laughing 
even louder, having killed off most of the mining super profi ts tax. 
But most other sectors of the economy are still recessed, unemploy-
ment remains high and wages and working conditions have not 
been restored to former levels in many lower paid areas of work.

Five interest rate increases from October 2009 to May 2010 saw 
the offi cial rate rise from 3 percent to 4.5 percent. This hurt and 
is still hurting homebuyers and tenants (as rent increases always 
follow on). The retail sector is screaming about lack of demand and 
successive declines in sales revenue over the last three quarters. The 
media refer to “frugal consumers” as though it is their fault – but 
many just don’t have the money to spend and cannot keep adding 
to their credit cards.

The RBA is correct in not raising interest rates. In fact, it could 
and should have lowered them, to free up more income for consum-
ers to purchase the goods and services they need – a step that could 
generate more jobs.

But there is much more governments could and should be doing, 
not just to prevent a deep crisis now, but with long-term benefi ts 
for people in mind.

Alternatives for the people
These measures should be centred around:

• Expansion of the public sector and a halt to privatisation
• Reform of the taxation system so that corporations and the rich 

pay a larger share, according to their ability to pay
• Increase in pensions
• Job creation programs
• Establishment of a publicly owned and democratically run 

People’s Bank and public insurance company with strong social 
charters

• Government re-regulation of interest rates, currency, capital 
fl ows, foreign investment, along with centralised planning

• National superannuation fund with investments in social 
services and public infrastructure and guaranteed, defi ned 
income on retirement for its members

• Slashing of military spending by an immediate 10 percent, 
releasing $3 billion per annum to fund social welfare

• Slashing of the $4 billion private health insurance rebate and 
other subsidies to private hospitals freeing up funds for a 
nationalised public health system, including dental and mental 
health, and aged care.

• Trade union rights so that workers can fi ght for these demands 
and increase wages and improve working conditions

• Development of renewable energy sources with local community 
involvement, job creation and protection of workers.

The above policies would both stimulate demand and improve 
the living standards and health of working people and their families. 
We need a permanent “shock absorber”, one that prevents cyclical 
crises – something that is not possible under capitalism.

As a fi rst step towards such policies it is necessary to break 
the two-party stranglehold on politics in Australia. In NSW the 
Communist Alliance is offering a genuine political and economic 
alternative, with a strong social, economic and environmental pro-
gram. It is standing in the Senate and seat of Sydney.

Elsewhere, it is important to put the Australian Greens fi rst. 
Although both major parties are pursuing neo-liberalism, on eco-
nomic questions, there is no doubt that the Coalition is far worse 
than Labor. If the Liberals had been in offi ce, there would have 
been no stimulus package whatsoever, no increase for pensioners 
(as inadequate as it was) or other handouts to stimulate demand. 
Put the Liberals and National Party last along with other ultra 
right parties.

To CPA members and supporters
Vinnie Molina
National President, CPA

I write these lines to all members of the Communist 
Party of Australia and its supporters at a crucial point 
in time when the Australian people face yet another 
election on August 21.

Since 1999 this is the fi rst time the name Communist 
will appear on the ballot paper in NSW. This great 
opportunity means the Communist Alliance can share its 
alternative policies with the Australian people; policies for 
change, for a better future for working people.

The CPA forms an active part of the Communist 
Alliance, the electoral formation that proudly presents 
the electorate with policies that advocate universal access 
to health, public education, jobs, the environment and 
industrial relations that would deliver the rights at work 
that the Australian electorate voted for in 2007.

Both major parties are silent on industrial relations and 
the draconian legislation that threatens to put workers like 
Ark Tribe in prison for refusing to dob in his workmates. 
Both support the existence of the Australian Building and 
Construction Commission, Howard’s political police for 
the construction industry that has been maintained by the 
Rudd/Gillard government.

The major parties prefer instead to compete for the 
xenophobic vote, boasting they will “stop the boats” 
yet both remaining tight lipped on the reasons that push 
people to risk their lives in leaky boats that bring them 
to Australian shores. Both Gillard and Abbott are silent 
on their criminal bipartisan support for the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan; one of the real causes for people fl eeing 

for their lives, together with inequality and environmental 
degradation.

On climate change we are witnessing reports of dra-
matic weather patterns.

Sixty-fi ve years after Hiroshima we are in increasing 
danger of nuclear war: we must all take united action to 
stop imperialism through a strong peace movement.

This system has to be replaced by socialism as the 
only alternative for the survival of humankind.

Parliamentary struggle in itself will not achieve real 
change without a strong, grass roots people’s movement. 
The CPA correctly assesses that the current period is an 
opportunity for all party members to work together with 
other forces to break the two-party system stranglehold. 
In this the Communist Alliance, the Greens and other ultra 
left and progressive forces have a crucial role to play.

Outside NSW, where the CA is not standing any 
candidates, the Party calls on the electorate to preference 
the Greens fi rst followed by other left, progressive and 
independents. We advocate leaving the Liberal/National 
Coalition and other right-wing candidates last.

It is with the strongest belief in the CPA as the Party 
for the future that I call on all party members in NSW 
to rally behind Communist Alliance Senate candidates 
Brenda Kellaway and Geoff Lawler and CA candidate 
for the House of Representatives in the Seat of Sydney, 
Denis Doherty. 

Visit the Communist Alliance for more informa-
tion: www.communist-alliance.org.au and send your 
donations to Communist Alliance, c/o John Bailey, 74 
Buckingham Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers:
I am dictating these words via 
telephone, which is why I must 
be brief and I will not be able to 
say everything I would have liked. 
Yesterday afternoon I was removed 
from “the hole” (see last week’s 
Guardian) with the same speed in 
which I was thrown in. I had been 
taken there supposedly because 
I was under investigation. These 
investigations can take up to three 
months, sometimes more, but I was 
there 13 days.

I want to express to all of you 
my deep gratitude. You know that 
they were particularly diffi cult days 
due to the excessive heat and the 
lack of air, but you all were my 
oxygen. I can’t fi nd a better way 

to summarise the enormous impor-
tance of your solidarity efforts.

Many thanks to all the com-
pañeras and compañeros from Cuba 
and around the world who joined 
their voices to condemn my situ-
ation. Thanks to the institutions, 
organisations and individuals of 
goodwill that in one way or another 
worked to bring an end to this 
injustice.

To our President Raúl, that so 
honours us with his support. To 
the Cuban National Assembly and 
its President Ricardo Alarcón, a 
tireless fi ghter for the cause of the 
Five. To my four brothers, who 
sent me messages of encourage-
ment, and who have also suffered 
and lived under constant risk of 

suffering similar abuses. And of 
course, to our dear Commander in 
Chief: Thank you for so much hon-
our! (I don’t know if I should say 
it, but just the privilege of hearing 
my name in Fidel’s voice makes me 
feel like thanking those who put me 
in “the hole”...)

Thank you Comandante, for the 
joy of hearing you and seeing you 
as great as ever!

Thanks to everyone for having 
demonstrated again the power of 
solidarity which, without a doubt, 
will one day make us free.

The struggle continues!
A big embrace,
Gerardo Hernández Nordelo

US Penitentiary, Victorville, CA
August 3rd, 2010 

Message from Cuban Five member 
Gerardo Hernandez

Communist Alliance 
election activities

Eveleigh Markets. Rozelle.
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Bob Briton

There will be smiles all around the 
corporate boardrooms no matter 
who is prime minister after August 
21. Both Labor and the Coalition 
are committed to low company 
tax, scarcely any action on carbon 
pollution, a crippling regime for 
trade unions, privatisation in the 
health and education sectors, big 
“defence” industry budgets and 
so on.

However, there is a vanguard 
group who would like even more 
power and an even bigger helping 
of the national economic pie. They 
would prefer Tony Abbott to make 
life even easier for big business 
and to put the next stage of the neo-
liberal agenda on a faster track. And 
they are prepared to put their money 
where their mouth is with a rash 
of expensive, ostensibly non-party 
political advertising.

The Alliance of Australian 
Retailers is going in hard about 
federal government plans to force 
cigarette companies to use plain 
packaging for their products. “The 
proposed plain packaging for 
cigarettes is the fi nal straw for small 
businesses and we have a new peak 
body to advertise against it,” said 
spokesperson Sheryle Moon for the 
“alliance”.

The group is not the banding 
together of milk bar, newsagent, 
service station and convenience 
store owners to save their businesses 
and jobs in the face of overweening 
bureaucracy. It is an axis of 
transnational tobacco giants British 
American Tobacco, Philip Morris and 
Imperial Tobacco trying to scuttle a 
public health initiative.

Tony Abbott and his pollsters 

and advisers, Crosby Textor, have 
denied any involvement but News 
Limited newspapers reported last 
week that former Howard advisers 
and Liberal strategists were behind the 
$5 million attack on the image of the 
government. Alliance front person Ms 
Moon was appointed to six positions 
by the Howard government.

Labor insists the Libs have 
received $2.5 million in donations 
from the tobacco industry over the 
past ten years. Abbott will not talk 
about the money trail but has spoken 
against the move to enforce plain 
packaging for cigarettes in the past. 
He is now walking both sides of the 
street, saying an Abbott government 
would “certainly consider” plain 
packaging. The likely result of the 
“consideration” would be rejection.

The biggest noise in the election 
campaign outside of the major parties 
is being made by the Association of 
Mining and Exploration Companies. 

They are persisting with the scare 
campaign against the now toothless 
Resource Super Profit Tax with 
ads prophesying doom for the 
economy and massive job losses. 
Workers deride it as the “fair go for 
billionaires” campaign.

It is virtually the same campaign 
unleashed earlier in the year by 
the Minerals Council of Australia, 
which is dominated by the big three 
resources transnationals BHP Billiton, 
Rio Tinto and Xstrata.

They were well pleased with 
the revised tax scheme offered by 
Gillard and promptly pulled their ads. 
Fortescue Metals’ Andrew Forrest 
heads up the group still calling for 
all the mining super profi ts to fl ow 
unhindered into the pockets of 
the wealthy and away from social 
expenditure. Their dubious message 

is being assisted by separate ads 
from the Queensland Chamber of 
Commerce and the United Retail 
Federation, which is headed by 
Liberal Party supporter Scott Driscoll.

Heavyweights from the world of 
big business would say that they are 
just one sector among many having 
their say in the lead up to the election. 
They would point to union-funded 
ads and suggest that their input is no 
different. Not so. The ads bankrolled 
out of big business profits (i.e. 
creamed off the labour of workers) are 
in addition to the dominant infl uence 
they already have in the economy 
and society.

Unions do not get to sit around 
the table at the Prime Minister’s 
Lodge in Canberra to talk about 
legislative changes that might affect 
them in the same way Rudd did with 
mining magnates over the RSPT. 
In fact, unions are obliged more 
and more to engage in publicity 
campaigns because their more usual 
methods of organisation on the job – 
rights recognised under international 
conventions – have been made illegal.

The mining transnationals have 
already got a major concession from 
the Labor government over tax. 
The Australian Education Union, 
for example, has got no concession 
over school league tables or the 
Commonwealth funding model 
that is bleeding the public school 
system white (see page 6). Union 
demands for the scrapping of the 
Australian Building and Construction 
Commission are also ignored.

Spoiling the party for big 
business after the August 21 poll is 
the likelihood of a strong vote for the 
Greens and increased representation 
for them in the Senate. The need 
to break the cosy, pro-corporate 
two-party system has never been so 
plainly visible.

The Greens present clear 
alternatives to the major parties on 
virtually all the issues on which Labor 
and the Coalition are taking the side of 
big business. In NSW voters will have 
the chance to make their opposition 
the neo-liberal agenda perfectly clear 
by voting for Communist Alliance 
candidates Geoff Lawler and Brenda 
Kellaway in the Senate and Denis 
Doherty in the seat of Sydney. 

Where there’s smoke 
there’s corporate meddling

Pete’s Corner

Call to reject 
campaign against 
plain tobacco packs
Action on Smoking and Health 
(ASH) Australia has called on the 
Liberal Party to reject a tobacco 
industry-funded scare campaign 
against plain tobacco packaging, 
and to honour a government com-
mitment to mandate plain packs 
by July 2012.

ASH has written to all major 
party leaders seeking their endorse-
ment of key policies to reduce 
tobacco’s devastating toll of deaths, 
chronic diseases and costs to the 
Australian economy.

“The world’s biggest drug 
pushers are using the election cam-
paign to attack the government and 
reverse an important health policy,” 
Anne Jones, ASH chief executive 
said.

“We believe plain packaging 
will make smoking less appeal-
ing and reduce tobacco sales. The 
tobacco industry also believes this 
will happen – if they didn’t, they 
wouldn’t be spending $5 million to 
lobby against it.”

ASH welcomed the ALP’s 
assurance that if re-elected, they 
will not reverse the government’s 
commitment to mandating plain 
packs by July 2012.

“This is an important public 
health policy, recommended by 
the National Preventative Health 
Taskforce, supported by evidence. 

It will especially protect children 
from tobacco promotion. While 
Australia would be fi rst to imple-
ment plain packaging, other coun-
tries are getting ready to follow. 
Tobacco companies admit cigarette 
packets are their “silent salesman”. 
This “salesman” is pushing an 
addictive drug that kills over half 
its long-term users when used as 
directed.

“On the tobacco industry’s 
argument, you’d never make any 
health reform because you’d have 
to wait for the sort of evidence you 
couldn’t get until after you’d made 
the change.”

Ms Jones pointed out that the 
tobacco industry costs the economy 
over $31 billion a year, a fi gure 
even the industry’s massive PR spin 
cannot gloss over. “The net benefi t 
of less smoking will be a huge sav-
ing to our health system and our 
whole economy – not to mention 
the lives and health saved. Tobacco 
jobs and revenue will simply be 
transferred by consumers spending 
their money elsewhere.

“Tobacco companies seek to 
exert an unhealthy infl uence on 
health policies through front groups 
like the Alliance of Australian 
Retailers, and by making large 
donations to the Liberal and 
National parties.” 

The need to break the cosy, 
pro-corporate two-party system 
has never been so plainly visible.
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With another major shipping disas-
ter averted last month on the Great 
Barrier Reef the International 
Transport Workers Federation 
(ITF) says it’s not a matter of if, 
but when, a visiting Ship of Shame 
causes another major shipping 
catastrophe.

“As the federal election dominat-
ed the headlines we came very close 
to another major shipping disaster. 
It’s more reason for the government 
to introduce the package of reforms 
to revitalise Australian shipping as 
urgently as possible,” said ITF co-
ordinator in Australia, Dean Summers.

The 65,000 tonne Ocean Emperor, 
a Flag of Convenience (FOC) bulk 
carrier or so-called Ship of Shame, 
had been drifting off the Reef off 
Cairns with mechanical problems 
for eight days and came within a 
few kilometres of being grounded 
on the reef.

The vessel had left Hay Point in 
Queensland on June 27 carrying a 
load of coal for the BMC group (BHP 
Mitsui Coal) bound for Singapore 
and Japan. The ship had experienced 
mechanical problems for most of the 
journey since leaving Hay Point.

“Ships like the Ocean Emperor 
are a liability for our environment 
and truly are Ships of Shame. The 
vessel is fl agged in Liberia so it avoids 
paying tax and is owned by a Greek 
company which has an abysmal record 
for poor ship maintenance and offer-
ing substandard wages and conditions 
to crew,” said Summers.

“The ITF calls on the big mining 
exporters like Rio Tinto and BHP 
to take more responsibility for the 
vessels coming to their huge export 
terminals. Pressure from these com-
panies can infl uence the standard of 
international shipping and put a stop 

to the worst FOC operators and those 
with no regard for the Australian 
environment.

“We complain when Australian 
military and emergency resources 
are used to rescue a single distressed 
sailor but these rogue operators and 
their ships have the potential to be far, 
far more damaging to our environment 
and national interest. They don’t pay 
tax and pay a pittance to crew unless 
the ITF intervenes,” he said.

The vessel had engine failure 
60 nautical miles off Cairns and 
had to be assisted by the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) 
tugs, crewed by Australian unionised 
crews, in her passage through the 
Great Barrier Reef to a point outside 
the Australian Exclusive Economic 
Zone.

AMSA has accused its owners 
of not taking responsibility for the 
vessel. The authority was concerned 
the ship might drift onto the Reef, 
particularly given its continuing 
mechanical failure, so placed an 
intervention order on her.

The grounding of the foreign-
owned Sheng Neng 1 on the reef 
in May brought home the potential 
damage foreign shipping can do to 
the Australian environmental icon.

“It makes the introduction of 
the reforms the federal government 
is considering an absolute priority,” 
said Summers. “The reforms are 
expected to include fi scal measures 
like a tonnage tax and accelerated 
depreciation of ships, which will 
provide real incentive for investment 
in new Australian ships and make 
the men and women who crew them 
more competitive. It will help restore 
control over shipping up and down 
our coastlines.” 

Time for Australian 
shipping reforms

After a months long process, Fair 
Work Australia has fi nally refused 
to approve a Baker’s Delight enter-
prise agreement. The agreement 
would have covered the Diamond 
Creek, St Helena and Laurimar 
stores in Melbourne’s northern 
suburbs.

UNITE, the fi ghting union for 
fast food and retail workers, had 
challenged the agreement in Fair 
Work Australia claiming that it left 
the young workforce disadvan-
taged because it undermined many 
award conditions.

In her decision Senior Deputy 
President Drake said: “I am not 
satisfi ed that the agreement passes 
the Better Off Overall Test. I have 
residual concerns regarding allow-
ances, accident makeup pay and 
other award benefi ts, as well as the 
loaded rate of pay which compen-
sates for annual leave and personal 

leave. On balance I am not satis-
fi ed that employees would be bet-
ter off overall under the terms of 
this agreement.”

UNITE secretary Anthony 
Main said, “After failing to nego-
tiate in good faith, the employer 
dishonestly pushed through this 
agreement with the help of bully-
ing and lies. UNITE had no option 
but to challenge its validity.

“The employer wanted a 
casual workforce without having 
to pay the casual rates. He tried to 
remove penalty rates, annual leave 
and sick pay.”

Even though all of the work-
ers are employed on a permanent 
basis, they would have had no 
guaranteed hours under this agree-
ment. To top it all off there were 
no pay increases included.

“We welcome SPD Drake’s 
decision but a further problem 

remains,” said Main. “At the 
moment these workers are still 
covered by an old non-union 
agreement that includes the same 
disadvantages that were rejected 
by SDP Drake. Right now these 
young workers are legally being 
paid signifi cantly less than the 
Award.

“While there is a lot of 
talk about the possibility of 
Tony Abbott bringing back 
WorkChoices, for these workers 
WorkChoices is still very much in 
place. 

“UNITE has lodged an appli-
cation for the old agreement to be 
terminated and for the workers to 
be brought back onto the Award. 
We hope that Fair Work Australia 
recognises that it is in the public 
interest for these young workers to 
be afforded industry standard con-
ditions,” Mr Main said. 

A win for 
Baker’s Delight workers

Barangaroo:
Safety risk for 
building workers?
Every week a building worker is 
killed and often these workers are 
not properly covered by insurance. 
In a recent fatality, Tom Pardoe’s 
employer had not paid superan-
nuation for him or any of his 
workmates. This meant his widow 
was denied access to a $200,000 
superannuation death benefi t.

A large number of building work-
ers now come from a non-English 
speaking background and many are 
subject to extreme abuse and exploita-
tion. In the tiling sector, 90 percent 
of these workers are paid $7-$8 per 
hour and receive no award benefi ts 
or superannuation.

Underpayment and non-payment 
of wages is also widespread through-
out the industry. Many small, family 
owned subcontracting companies 
are ripped off and unpaid by greedy 
developers and shonky builders. In a 
recent collapse, 150 small sub-con-
tracting building companies employ-
ing 1,000 workers lost $26 million.

One of the largest investors in 
the building industry is the NSW 

government. The Construction 
Division of the CFMEU points out 
that the government has spent mil-
lions of dollars of taxpayers’ money 
in design competitions for the largest 
and most prestigious building site in 
Sydney – Barangaroo. The project 
will cost more than $3 billion when 
it is fi nished.

In a statement the union says, 
“The Sydney Olympics were built 
on time, within budget with decent 
labour standards and a good safety 
record. Barangaroo should be no 
different. Building workers and their 
families are calling on the NSW gov-
ernment and the Barangaroo Delivery 
Authority to agree to minimum labour 
standards and proper safety standards 
for the development.

“There needs to be an end to the 
abuse and exploitation of migrant 
workers, an end to non-payment and 
underpayment of workers and for all 
workers on this site to be properly 
covered by insurance. This site should 
also provide apprenticeship opportu-
nities for local young people.” 

In May Shen Neng 1, ran aground on a reef about 70km east of Great Keppel Island, off the coast of 
Queensland. Photo taken by Australian Maritime Safety Authority.

Tony Abbott’s plan to fund 2,800 
new public hospital beds will create 
a national nursing workforce crisis 
and fail to deliver improved health 
services for the Australian com-
munity, according to the Australian 
Nursing Federation (ANF).

ANF secretary Lee Thomas said 
nurses represent the largest section 
of the health workforce and want 
to see a health policy that delivers, 
not one focussed on political point 
scoring.

“The ANF gives Mr Abbott two 
out of ten for his health policies. He 

has failed to make a single reference 
to a workforce plan for nurses, doc-
tors and other health professionals 
for his promised 800 mental health 
beds, 2,800 public hospital beds 
and 2,000 aged care facility beds.”

Ms Thomas said Tony Abbott 
needed to understand the key to 
improving Australia’s health care 
system requires more nurses in the 
public hospital system, more nurses 
in the mental health sector and more 
aged care nurses, not just more beds.

“Today’s announcement will 
compound existing nursing 

workforce problems in our public 
hospitals and exposes Mr Abbott’s 
failure to understand the complexi-
ties of creating a robust nursing and 
midwifery workforce,” Ms Thomas 
said.

“More beds is defi nitely part of 
the solution, but more beds without 
a workforce plan will create more 
problems. Where are the Coalition’s 
initiatives and policies to maintain 
the existing workforce, bring nurses 
and midwives back into the work-
force and grow our nursing and 
midwifery graduates?” 

Abbott’s health plan fails
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A public education system which 
brings together students of all 
ethnic and social backgrounds 
can make a huge contribution to 
the establishment of a truly demo-
cratic, society in which everyone 
is equal.

We are totally against public 
funds being used to subsidise private 
choices and private profi ts. This has 
the potential to divide society along 
ethnic, religious and class lines.

The Communist Alliance bases 
its education policy on the following 
principles:
• Access to quality education is a 

basic human right.
• The education system must be 

focussed on both individual and 
social needs.

• Governments are responsible for 
ensuring that everyone in society 
has access to the resources and 
has the opportunity to achieve 
their goals.

• A fully funded public education 
system at all levels is the best 
way to deliver quality education 
for the benefi t of individuals and 
society as a whole.

• Individual education outcomes 
are affected by economic and 
social factors.

• An effective education system 

requires a highly skilled 
workforce and well resourced 
facilities.

We maintain that the role of 
government in education is to provide 
a, free, inclusive public education 
system available to all Australians at 
pre-school, school and post school 
levels.

What we would do is:
• Increase funding for schools 

which cater for students from 
disadvantaged socio-economic 
backgrounds.

• Fund TAFE colleges at a level 
that will allow them to meet the 
needs of all who wish to access 
quality vocational training.

• Abolish HECS fees for students 
at university. Restore compulsory 
unionism. Increase youth 
allowance to a living wage.

• Increase the number of places at 
University for training of teachers 
and other education professionals.

• Have teacher union representation 
on all regulatory bodies.

• Ensure that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people have 
accessible, culturally-appropriate 
and community controlled 
education services.

The Communist Alliance opposes 
school league tables. 

Australia

Communist Alliance

For a strong public 
education system

Letter to candidates:

Justice for West Papua & East Timor
The Australia-East Timor 
Friendship Association of SA 
(AETFA) and the Australia West 
Papua Association SA (AWPA) 
have longstanding concerns over 
injustices infl icted on the peoples 
of Timor Leste and West Papua.

We take the opportunity of the 
forthcoming election to seek the 
support of prospective members of 
the Australian Parliament to rectify 
a number of injustices which should 
be amenable to any Australian 

government committed to human 
rights.

AETFA and AWPA would be 
greatly encouraged if we could 
obtain a pledge from parliamen-
tary candidates to seek or support 
government action on these injus-
tices, should they succeed in being 
elected.

One concern is the inequitable 
distribution of oil revenue from 
the Greater Sunrise project in 
the Timor Sea. Under duress, the 

government of Timor Leste has 
agreed to a treaty with Australia 
which overrides the entitlement 
they would normally receive under 
international maritime law (the UN 
Convention of the Law of the Sea), 
and grants them only 50 percent of 
tax revenues from Greater Sunrise. 
Furthermore the Timor Leste gov-
ernment is bound by the treaty not 
to seek reconsideration of maritime 
boundaries for fi fty years.

We would be greatly encour-
aged if candidates for the Australian 
Parliament would give a commit-
ment to seek or support a revisiting 
of the Treaty on Certain Maritime 
Arrangements in the Timor Sea 
(CMATS Treaty).

We also seek the views of parlia-
mentary candidates on achieving jus-
tice for the fi ve Australian journalists 
murdered by the Indonesian military 
(TNI) in Balibo in 1975. After 
Australian governments had repeat-
edly supported the absurd proposi-
tion that all fi ve journalists were 
killed in crossfi re, the facts have 
been clearly set out in the fi ndings 
of the NSW coroner that Indonesian 
Special Forces deliberately killed the 
fi ve Australian journalists at Balibo 
in 1975.

The coroner recommended that 
federal authorities consider pros-
ecuting two individuals. Although 
technically the decision on whether 
to prosecute lies with the Australian 
Federal Police (AFP) and the Public 
Prosecutor, it is virtually certain 
that the AFP will base any such 
decision on political advice.

It is well documented that the 
TNI has been responsible for the 

deaths of at least 183,000 East 
Timorese between 1975-1999, hun-
dreds of thousands of West Papuans 
since 1962, along with huge num-
bers of Achehnese and citizens of 
Indonesia itself since 1965.

When the two major parties in 
this country are putting an emphasis 
on law and order in Australia, it 
seems logical that the same prin-
ciple should apply to the peoples 
in our region as well, and that 
Australia should not support gov-
ernments or organisations that com-
mit genocide and other gross crimes 
against humanity.

Furthermore, it is our belief that 
Australia should not stay quiet on 
the issue of seeking justice for the 
East Timorese and West Papuan 
peoples over the multiple war 
crimes and crimes against humanity 
committed by the TNI and its most 
abusive element, KOPASSUS.

No senior Indonesian military 
personnel have ever been prosecut-
ed in stark contrast to war-criminals 
in Bosnia, Rwanda or Cambodia. 
An International War Crimes 
Tribunal has yet to be set up to deal 
with the crimes by the TNI.

Accordingly we would be grate-
ful for your response to the follow-
ing questions:

1. If elected, would you be 
willing to seek or support a move 
by the Australian government to 
review the CMATS treaty to ensure 
that the people of Timor Leste are 
given a fair share of tax revenues 
from the oil and gas in the Timor 
Sea?

2. Would you support an 
Australian government initiative to 

obtain justice for the fi ve victims of 
Balibo and their families?

3. Are you prepared to support 
the cessation of all cooperation with 
the TNI and KOPASSUS until all 
offi cers accused of serious viola-
tions against human rights have 
been brought to justice?

4. Would you support the 
Australian government raising this 
issue in the UN, asking all nations 
to halt all military cooperation 
with KOPASSUS and the TNI 
until all the war criminals in their 
ranks have been brought to justice 
through an international tribunal?

5. Would you support the 
Australian government seeking 
a UN administered plebiscite in 
West Papua, with all TNI person-
nel removed from the territory to 
prevent the carnage and destruction 
that occurred in Timor Leste in 
1999?

The Committees seek replies to 
these questions before the elections 
because we will be sending infor-
mation to our members and other 
similar organisations that promote 
human rights and social justice, 
advising voters on the response of 
political parties to these questions.

We want to be confi dent that 
the next parliament will have a 
greater commitment to international 
social justice and human rights than 
has been the case with previous 
parliaments.

Yours faithfully
Andrew (Andy) Alcock

Information Offi cer
Australia East Timor Friendship 

Association (SA) Inc 

C

Newcastle
You are invited to the 

Communist Alliance 
Fundraiser & meet the Candidate dinner

6.30pm Saturday August 14
The Socrates Club 4 Compton st, Hamilton

Speakers:
Brenda Kellaway

Senate Candidate for the Communist Alliance
and

Steve Mavrantonis
from the Beloyiannis Branch CPA

Salads $7.00, Kebabs and drinks available

Contact: Brenda on 0401824386
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The shallow end of 
education policy
Bob Treasure

Thus far the “education debate” in this 
federal election betrays the utter shallowness 
of schools policy in Australia. Both major 
parties have tried to outdo each other by 
giving free kicks to those privileged families 
who remain the main target of political 
discourse in this country.

Gillard kicked off by extending the generous 
education tax rebate to uniforms! So, clearly, 
the major need of our education system is nice, 
neat, appearances. Abbott trumped this effort 
by extending the rebate to cover “school fees”. 
Wow. Welfare for the bourgeoisie! The private 
school lobby can now breathe easy because the 
future of our kids is in safe, sensible (“preserve 
the elite”) hands.

Spin announcements of this kind refl ect an 
appalling lack of real policy thinking on educa-
tion. Almost every “reform” of the past decade 
dwelt on appearances rather than any attempt 
to address real educational issues. The Howard 
government had a fi xation with fl agpoles and 
chaplains, both measures which dogwhistled 
public schools’ failure to teach proper (19th 
Century) “values”.

Gillard, as Education Minister, presided 
over laptop roll-outs for every Year 9 student 
in Australia – a costly measure, and one that 
looked very progressive and up-to-date, but 
which came about with basically no research 
of how this might impact upon the knowledge 
and understanding of students, nor on classroom 
dynamics (eg the role of the teacher when Web 
is king).

Then there was the national curriculum, 
a showy piece of nationalist ambition which 
actually made some sense, if it was introduced 
properly. This required consultation with all 
major players in Australian education to develop 
a challenging knowledge core and new teaching/
learning methods to engage the creative abili-
ties of our young generation. The federal Labor 
government squibbed the process, however, and 
went for the shallow option.

NAPLAN
Instead Minister Gillard swallowed the New 

York model of educational polly-spin hook, line 
and sinker: mass testing, punitive scapegoating 
and “choice”. Arguably she could have taken a 
trip to Finland, where the education system is 
far more exemplary than New York’s, but her 
mindset began with our own “failure” and how 
we might “fi x” it.

“Fixing” our system involved the use of 
ACER (‘Australian Council for Educational 
Research) to set up and mark a mass standard-
ised test for all Year 3, 5, 7, and 9 students across 
Australia. ACER is a supposedly “independ-
ent”, “non profi t” organisation that derives its 
existence almost exclusively from government 
contracts, and which has grown over recent years 
to sustain over 300 full time positions.

The test was called NAPLAN. It exists to 
assess the performance of schools across the 
nation and publish its results on the government 
website called My School. In so doing, accord-
ing to Gillard and other neo-liberal luminaries, 
parents can exercise “choice” and send their kids 
to the best performing schools. This overlooks 
the fact that it is the elite schools (selectives 
and wealthy privates) which actually do the 
choosing. It also overlooks the wishes of the 
children themselves, who generally want to 
go to school with their neighbourhood friends.

Gillard’s determination to use NAPLAN 
and the mass publication of its results meant 
that she ran into opposition from most of the 
educational community and the AEU (Australian 
Education Union), who argued that the negative 
impact of NAPLAN data on so called “failing” 
schools would serve no educational purpose at 
all. Indeed, all evidence points to the neo-liberal 
obsession with competition between schools and 
‘league tables’ as being counter-educational.

The AEU placed a moratorium on the 
implementation of NAPLAN in 2010, but at 
the eleventh hour called it off on Gillard’s 
promise of a working party looking into the 
“administration and reporting” of NAPLAN 

data. Effectively this postponed the issue till 
after the Federal election, but earned Gillard the 
reputation of a “hard nosed negotiator”. She is 
now Prime Minister.

PISA Results
If there is a test to be analysed it is PISA 

(Program for International Student Assessment). 
This test is carried out on behalf of 57 OECD 
countries and focuses on a wider scope of skills 
and knowledge than most others. It is also 
less likely to doctor its assessment for local or 
national political reasons.

The PISA tests reveal that 15 year old 
Australian students perform well at the top of 
the range: they fi nished sixth in reading/writ-
ing literacy, equal fourth in science and ninth 
in maths – generally ahead of their equivalents 
in England and the US, but consistently behind 
Finland (which usually fi nishes fi rst) South 
Korea and Singapore.

More signifi cant however, was the range of 
performance in Australia. 14 percent of our stu-
dents did not reach international benchmarks in 
reading, science and maths. Of these, 23 percent 
came from “low socio economic backgrounds” 
(were working class), while 5 percent came 
from the bourgeoisie. Furthermore, the PISA 
outcomes show that there has been at least no 
change in this situation over the past 10 years 
– if anything, the trend is getting worse.

If low socio-economic enrolments at uni-
versity are any indication, the proportion of 
working class students gaining entry has been 
in decline ever since the demise of the Whitlam 
government and the abolition of Commonwealth 
Scholarships. The growth in “up-front fee-
payers” from both, local and from Asian and 
the Sub-Continent has not helped.

The issue is equity
Clearly, the elephant-in-the-room around 

education policy is equity. This cannot be erased 
by duchessing middle class feepayers, nor by 
bland tokenistic promises of a million here or 
there to deal with “literacy” or “numeracy” 
or “teacher quality”. This is the shallow-end 
tinkering with the edges that continues to get 
exactly nowhere.

What is needed is a total change of empha-
sis, from the top (government) down. Funding 
must distinctly favour public schools because 
they are inclusive of all and secular and (should 
be) free. To return briefl y to Finland, consistent 
fi rst placegetter in PISA assessments – it has an 
overwhelmingly Public system of local, compre-
hensive school education (95 percent), with an 
emphasis on inclusion at all levels, a minimal 
interest in testing and with a deep respect for 
education practitioners from both politicians and 
the community. To engender this in Australia 
would be a true Education Revolution!

Even the language of assessment embraces 
the assumption of inequality: Gillard and 
the NAPLAN/My School brigade repeatedly 
espouse the doctrine of “like schools” and 
“different” schools, an implicit admission of 
failure. Surely all schools should offer the same 
opportunity, the same resource capacity, the 
same teaching/learning quality in order to give 
ALL kids a “fair go” with an equal education. 
Governments are actually celebrating the fact 
that this is not so!

Instead we suffer an entrenched commit-
ment to inequality under the funding formula 
set up by the Howard government. During the 
purview of Howard’s rule public schools were 
deliberately left to wallow in subsistence squalor 
while their private school counterparts were 
lavished with largesse.

In 2007 public schools received 33.9 percent 
of recurrent federal funding while privates got 
almost double that fi gure: 66.1 percent, despite 
catering for only one third of Australian students. 
Basically this means that elite private schools 
(‘elite’ because they charge $15,000 plus in fees) 
receive billions in taxpayer funds.

Thus, in 2008, Pymble Ladies College 
received $3.5 million, Kings $4.8 million, Malek 
Fahd $9.8 million and, feasibly one of the rich-
est schools in the world, Moriah College, $3 
million. This funding is recurrent and increases 
every year, so both Abbott and Gillard are now 
falling over each other to “ease the burden” of 
the poor long-suffering “hard working families” 
buying spiffi ng uniforms and paying the exor-
bitant fees for these places.

Of course this all continues to happen 
because it is deliberate class policy from the 
Coalition, and because the ALP has never had 
the backbone to confront the rich and powerful 
private school lobby…

“Waste”
The fi nal irony of the whole education 

debate is the issue of BER “waste”. You will 
notice in this context that the charge of “waste” 
is always aimed at public institutions, not private 
ones. This is probably because private waste 
usually disappears with its bankrupt perpetra-
tors, while the public ones are obliged to stick 
around and cop the fl ak.

The irony is that the Building Education 
Revolution expenditure (for once) broke out 
of the 2:1 spending ratio that always favoured 
private schools. Gillard wanted it to be a very 
visible piece of education policy. Therefore, 
largely because of the Global Financial Crisis, 
every school in Australia was to receive a build-
ing. Most private schools didn’t need it, because 
they had already been served very well by the 
Howard government’s capital works program 
thanks very much, but they took the money 
anyhow. This is what normally happens. Private 

schools are simply handed the money (as they 
were with the laptop roll-out) according to the 
formula to spend as they wish: the auditing of 
such expenditure happens at a very cursory 
level, if at all.

Recently AEU President Angelo Gavrielatos 
called for full accounting of private school assets 
on the My School website, if only to show the 
degree of resourcing they have received. The 
call was met by howls of protest about “Big 
Brother” and invasion of privacy from the 
private school lobby. Under current jellyfi sh 
Canberra politics, it will not happen. So much 
for “open accountability”.

Meanwhile, every public school got a new 
building and construction workers got employ-
ment across the length and breadth of Australia. 
New buildings were something public schools 
were trained not to expect for the previous 
decades, especially under Howard – “Survive 
on a shoestring – get some portables” was the 
expectation. “It’s the States’ responsibility” 
was the mantra.

Some 5-10 percent of principals com-
plained that they were forced to accept build-
ings they didn’t want, or that cost estimates 
on the buildings they did get were excessive. 
The Coalition bawl went up: “Waste! Waste!” 
and Abbott made it abundantly clear it will be 
“business as usual” if returned to power: the 
real “waste” of private school welfare and 
absurd duplication of resources will continue 
indefi nitely.

A true Education Revolution
A very tragic waste awaits the bulk of 

Australian school students, those being 
ignored by both major parties, those in 
ordinary, run-of-the-mill public schools, in 
local communities throughout the length and 
breadth of Australia. Whether it be special 
needs students who need to be temporarily 
withdrawn from noisy classrooms to receive 
intensive one-on-one catch-up instruction, or 
Aboriginal strugglers in remote communities 
who need the commitment of long term teach-
ers and support from their own communities 
to keep them there, we need a massive switch 
of will and resources from those who don’t 
need it to those who do.

Thus far the major political parties, to their 
eternal shame, have shown no stomach to pursue 
this fundamental change of direction. They are 
transfi xed by the power of the ruling class, the 
false doctrine of “choice”, the lure of shallow, 
showy, tokenistic gestures and their accompa-
nying spin. Like the climate change issue and 
the future of the planet, our educational future 
is going down the toilet.

We need a real, lasting and profound 
Education Revolution – not one from the shal-
low end of the pool. 
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Towards an economic union 
between Cuba and Venezuela
Closing speech by General of the Army, Raúl Castro Ruz, 
president of the Councils of State and Ministers, at the 1st Cuba-Venezuela Presidential Summit
Dear and esteemed Venezuelan and Cuban 
vice presidents and ministers;
Delegates:

We have attended the celebrations for the 
57th anniversary of the 26th of July [attack on 
Moncada Barracks]. There could have been no 
better setting for this meeting. 

We have concluded the fi rst Cuba-Venezuela 
Presidential Summit, which opens up a new 
stage in our relations, after following a long and 
intense path, during which the links between our 
peoples have continued to strengthen, guided 
by the principles of friendship, cooperation 
and solidarity.

We are fulfi lling the commitments reached 
by both parties last April, an occasion on which 
we agreed to periodically hold these meetings 
to provide them with an appropriate and sys-
tematic follow-up.

Both in the preparatory process – in which 
President Chávez directly participated – and 
in this meeting, we have rigorously examined 
the progress of our exchanges in the economic, 
commercial and fi nancial orders, areas in which 
we have increased cooperation and intensifi ed 
complementariness. What is required now is 
constant monitoring and evaluation so that 
everything that has been agreed is fulfi lled and 
so that we can guarantee, to the greatest degree 
possible, the development of our economies in 
a manner that satisfi es the material and spiritual 
needs of our peoples.

Many compañeros have worked intensively 
over the past few days in high-level preparatory 
technical meetings. The results of the working 
groups that preceded us demonstrate the oppor-
tunities that we have to continue advancing our 
economic integration. We have identifi ed 139 
projects with the potential to be established 
in the medium term, of which a signifi cant 
number can be implemented immediately. We 
have also reviewed a further 370, such as those 
mentioned by Vice President Ramírez, which 
may be evaluated in the future.

The hierarchy that we have achieved within 
these projects, and their concentration in stra-
tegic sectors such as energy, food production, 

healthcare, mining and light industry, makes it 
possible for us to give them due priority and to 
concentrate our efforts and resources in those 
areas that are strategic for the development of 
our nations and guarantee the sustainability and 
strength of our political and socioeconomic 
systems.

It is our duty to work together and make the 
maximum effort to implement these agreements 
within the agreed time frames, with the neces-
sary rigor and quality, optimising resources, 
achieving tangible results, and quickly counter-
acting factors that could endanger the fulfi lment 
of these goals.

This is the effort that our peoples are 
demanding of us; it is our contribution to 
strengthening the links of sisterhood that we 
have forged and which have their roots in a 
common history, in the spirit, thinking and work 
of Bolívar and under the constant inspiration of 
Fidel and Chávez.

We are moving toward an economic union 
between Cuba and Venezuela. It constitutes 
a new kind of relationship that will permit a 
greater level of organisation of joint projects 
and, at the same time, it is an important step 
toward the aim of achieving real economic 
complementariness, based on the optimum use 
of infrastructure, knowledge and the existing 
resources of both countries and, above all, the 
political will of our governments.

Once again, we have confi rmed our will to 
increasingly strengthen cooperation with other 
peoples on a basis of absolute respect for the 
path chosen by each country and conscious of 
the fact that we will only overcome if we are 
united. This is demonstrated in the advances 
that we have made together, Cubans and 
Venezuelans, those who have a duty to share 
what we have achieved with our brothers and 
sisters in ALBA and other nations. 

Dear compañeros:
It is particularly signifi cant and hopeful that 

our economic links are being consolidated and 
are growing, even in the midst of the global 
economic crisis. 

We are confronting a diffi cult international 

situation which, in addition to political and 
economic instability and the deterioration of 
the environment, is presenting the dangers of 
new military adventures in different parts of the 
world which, in one way or another, affect us all.

In our region, the deployment of US military 
bases in Colombia is placing regional stability 
and the sovereignty of neighbouring states at 
risk. We support Venezuela’s right to defend 
itself from threats and provocations. 

We are fi ghting for peace and harmony 
between sister peoples and our actions will 

always have this objective; but in case any 
problem arises, no one should have the slightest 
doubt about whose side Cuba will be on.

For 200 years, since the beginning of our 
wars of independence and since long before 
that, historical experience has taught us that 
“Our America” has only one alternative: to 
unite, fi ght and overcome.

“Gloria a Bolívar and Martí”
Viva to the friendship between the peoples 

of Cuba and Venezuela! 

Raúl Castro Ruz.

Puerto Rico independence leader dies at 90
Pepe Lozano

Lolita Lebron, a Puerto Rican freedom 
fi ghter widely known as the mother of the 
island’s independence movement, died on 
August 1, in San Juan at age 90.

Lebron is most remembered for leading 
an armed attack on the US Capitol in 1954. 
She and three other Puerto Rican nationalists 
opened fi re from an upstairs spectators’ gal-
lery onto the crowded fl oor of the US House 
of Representatives.

Lebron unfurled a Puerto Rican fl ag and 
shouted, “Viva Puerto Rico libre!”

No one was killed in the attack but fi ve 
US representatives were wounded.

Lebron was sentenced to more than 50 
years in prison. She was in jail for 25 years 
until President Jimmy Carter granted Lebron 
and her comrades clemency in 1979.

Lebron later said that she never intended 
to kill anyone and that all four nationalists 
expected to be killed in the attack.

Police found a note in her purse that said, 
“My life I give for the freedom of my coun-
try.” The note continued, “The United States 
of America is betraying the sacred principles 
of mankind in their continuous subjugation of 
my country.”

“I am a revolutionary,” she said at the 
time. “I hate bombs, but we might have to 
use them.”

After their release from jail, Lebron 
and the others were widely celebrated and 
received a warm welcome from independence 
activists in Puerto Rico. Lebron became a 
symbol of nationalist pride and continued to 
protest US involvement on the island.

Delores “Lolita” Lebron Sotomayor was 
born November 19, 1919, in Lares, Puerto 
Rico. Lares the village where, in 1868, local 
residents rose up against the Spanish colonis-
ers in a rebellion that became known as El 
Grito de Lares (The cry of Lares).

The US claimed Puerto Rico as a US ter-
ritory after the Spanish-American War and 
it was made an American commonwealth in 
1952. Lebron’s father was a coffee farmer 
and her mother was a homemaker. As a teen-
ager she won fi rst place in the annual “Queen 
of the Flowers of May” beauty contest. She 
also joined the Liberal Party as a youth.

In 1937 a group of activists from the 
Puerto Rican Nationalist Party were killed 
during a peaceful protest, which became 
known as the Ponce massacre. Lebron was 
only 18 at the time, but the incident impacted 
her life.

In 1941 Lebron migrated to New York 
City where she worked as a seamstress in 
several factories and found herself the object 
of racial discrimination. She was fi red on 
several occasions and her bosses considered 
her a “rebel” after she protested against the 

exploitation she witnessed against Puerto 
Rican workers.

Lebron grew increasingly frustrated 
with the way Puerto Ricans had to live in 
poverty and social decay. In 1946 she joined 
the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party, led by 
independence fi ghter Pedro Albizu Campos. 
Lebron quickly became a leader in the 
party becoming its secretary, vice-president 
and executive delegate of its New York 
delegation.

After Puerto Rico’s offi cial status 
was changed to a “commonwealth,” the 
Nationalist Party began a series of revolu-
tionary actions for independence including 
Lebron’s 1954 attack.

Lebron was an advocate for women and 
children’s rights and fought for a more equi-
table economic system. Her ideals were based 
on socialist and feminist principles.

In 2001, she was arrested at age 81 while 
protesting against the US military’s use of the 
Puerto Rican island of Vieques as a bombing 
range. She was sentenced to 60 days in jail 
for trespassing.

After wide protests the US fi nally closed 
the bombing site in 2003.

Today independence fi ghters say Puerto 
Rico is a US colony and the people should 
have the right to self-determination and 
decide their own national sovereignty.

In recent years Lebron said the fi ght for 

social justice could be won without violence. 
“I think times have changed, and there is 
no need now to kill for freedom,” she told 
El Mundo newspaper in 1998. “I would not 
take up arms nowadays, but I acknowledge 
that the people have a right to use any means 
available to free themselves.”

Lebron will be remembered as a heroic, 
leading fi gure in the Puerto Rican people’s 
struggle for justice, equality and freedom.
People’s World 
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John Pilger

Tony Blair must be prosecuted, 
not indulged like his mentor Peter 
Mandelson. Both have produced 
self-serving memoirs for which 
they have been paid fortunes. 
Blair’s will appear next month 
and earn him £4.6 million. Now 
consider Britain’s Proceeds of 
Crime Act. Blair conspired in and 
executed an unprovoked war of 
aggression against a defenceless 
country, which the Nuremberg 
judges in 1946 described as the 
“paramount war crime”. This 
has caused, according to scholarly 
studies, the deaths of more than 
a million people, a figure that 
exceeds the Fordham University 
estimate of deaths in the Rwandan 
genocide.

In addition, four million Iraqis 
have been forced to fl ee their homes 
and a majority of children have 
descended into malnutrition and 
trauma. Cancer rates near the cities 
of Fallujah, Najaf, and Basra (the 
latter “liberated” by the British) are 
now revealed as higher than those at 
Hiroshima. “UK forces used about 
1.9 metric tons of depleted uranium 
ammunition in the Iraq war in 2003,” 
the Defence Secretary Liam Fox told 
parliament on July 22. A range of 
toxic “anti-personnel” weapons, such 
as cluster bombs, was employed by 
British and American forces.

Such carnage was justified 
with lies that have been repeatedly 
exposed. On January 29, 2003, Blair 
told parliament, “We do know of 
links between al-Qaeda and Iraq 
… .” Last month, the former head 
of the intelligence service, MI5, Eliza 
Manningham-Buller, told the Chilcot 
inquiry, “There is no credible intel-
ligence to suggest that connection … 
[it was the invasion] that gave Osama 
bin Laden his Iraqi jihad.” Asked to 
what extent the invasion exacerbated 
the threat to Britain from terrorism, 
she replied, “Substantially”.

The bombings in London on July 
7, 2005 were a direct consequence 
of Blair’s actions.

Documents released by the High 
Court show that Blair allowed British 
citizens to be abducted and tortured. 
The then foreign secretary, Jack 
Straw, decided in January 2002 that 
Guantánamo was the “best way” to 
ensure UK nationals were “securely 
held”.

Instead of remorse, Blair has 
demonstrated a voracious and secre-
tive greed. Since stepping down as 
prime minister in 2007, he has accu-
mulated an estimated £20 million, 
much of it as a result of his ties with 
the Bush administration. The House 
of Commons Advisory Committee on 
Business Appointments, which vets 
jobs taken by former ministers, was 
pressured not to make public Blair’s 
“consultancy” deals with the Kuwaiti 
royal family and the South Korean oil 
giant UI Energy Corporation.

He gets £2 million a year “advis-
ing” the American investment bank 
JP Morgan and undisclosed sums 
from fi nancial services companies. 
He makes millions from speeches, 
including reportedly £200,000 for 
one speech in China.

In his unpaid but expenses-rich 
role as the West’s “peace envoy” in 
the Middle East, Blair is, in effect, a 
voice of Israel, which awarded him 
a $1 million “peace prize”. In other 
words, his wealth has grown rapidly 
since he launched, with George W 
Bush, the bloodbath in Iraq.

His collaborators are numerous. 
The Cabinet in March 2003 knew a 
great deal about the conspiracy to 
attack Iraq. Jack Straw, later appoint-
ed “justice secretary”, suppressed 
the relevant Cabinet minutes in defi -
ance of an order by the Information 
Commissioner to release them. Most 
of those now running for the Labor 
Party leadership supported Blair’s 
epic crime, rising as one to salute his 
fi nal appearance in the Commons. As 
foreign secretary, David Miliband, 

sought to cover Britain’s complicity 
in torture, and promoted Iran as the 
next “threat”.

Journalists who once fawned on 
Blair as “mystical” and amplifi ed his 
vainglorious bids now pretend they 
were his critics all along. As for the 
media’s gulling of the public, only 
the Observer’s David Rose, to his 
great credit, has apologised. The 
WikiLeaks’ exposés, released with a 
moral objective of truth with justice, 
have been bracing for a public force-
fed on complicit, lobby journalism. 
Verbose celebrity historians like Niall 
Ferguson, who rejoiced in Blair’s 
rejuvenation of “enlightened” impe-
rialism, remain silent on the “moral 
truancy”, as Pankaj Mishra wrote, “of 
[those] paid to intelligently interpret 
the contemporary world.”

Is it wishful thinking that Blair 
will be collared? Just as the Cameron 

government understands the “threat” 
of a law that makes Britain a risky 
stopover for Israeli war criminals, 
a similar risk awaits Blair in a 
number of countries and jurisdic-
tions, at least of being apprehended 
and questioned. He is now Britain’s 
Kissinger, who has long planned his 
travel outside the United States with 
the care of a fugitive.

Two recent events add weight to 
this. On June 15, the International 
Criminal Court made the landmark 
decision of adding aggression to its 
list of war crimes to be prosecuted. 
This is defi ned as a “crime commit-
ted by a political or military leader 
which by its character, gravity, and 
scale constituted a manifest violation 
of the [United Nations] Charter”. 
International lawyers described 
this as a “giant leap”. Britain is a 
signatory to the Rome statute that 

created the court and is bound by 
its decisions.

On July 21, Deputy Prime 
Minister Nick Clegg, standing at the 
Commons despatch box, declared 
the invasion of Iraq illegal. For all 
the later “clarifi cation” that he was 
speaking personally, he had made “a 
statement that the international court 
would be interested in”, said Philippe 
Sands, professor of international law 
at University College London.

Tony Blair came from Britain’s 
upper middle classes who, having 
rejoiced in his unctuous ascendancy, 
might now refl ect on the principles 
of right and wrong they require of 
their own children. The suffering 
of the children of Iraq will remain a 
spectre haunting Britain while Blair 
remains free to profi t.
Information Clearing House 

Tony Blair must be prosecuted

Tony Blair.

Oil spill company cited 
30 times on safety
Joel Wendland

The company that owns a ruptured 
pipeline that has spilled more 
than a million gallons of oil into 
Southwest Michigan’s Talmadge 
Creek and the Kalamazoo River 
was cited at least 30 times for 
safety violations by the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency 
since 2002.

In addition, the Pipeline 
and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration, a regulatory 
agency under the Department of 
Transportation, told the Associated 
Press that it has been pressing 
the company, Enbridge Energy 
Partners, to fi x major corrosion 
problems in its pipeline system 
since last January.

According to the agency, 
Enbridge failed to fi x more than 
200 corrosion-related problems on 
the pipeline discovered in 2009 
alone.

The massive Michigan spill 
occurred just months after fed-
eral regulators ordered pipeline 
companies, including Enbridge, to 
update their spill response plans, 
and after the company sought an 
extension from the government on 
dealing with its ongoing corrosion 
problems.

In a press conference on August 
2, Enbridge executives refused 
to discuss causes of the massive 
spill and evaded reporters’ ques-
tions about their plans to restart the 
pipeline.

The EPA ramped up its cleanup 

efforts with the provision of $13 
million for the work. More than 
100,000 metres of boom is on hand, 
and over 700 workers and volun-
teers have worked to capture more 
than 400,000 gallons of the spill, 
government offi cials said. Offi cials 
expressed concerns that potential 
fl ooding caused by expected rain-
storms may increase the spread of 
the spill.

They expressed optimism that 
toxicity in the air has been reduced 
and that cleanup of water, land, and 
wildlife is continuing quickly.

Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration 
offi cials said it is too early to say 
if the fracture in the pipeline that 
caused the spill corresponds with 
any of the more than 200 corro-
sion unresolved issues raised with 
Enbridge Energy Partners in the 
past year. They did say, however, 
that this is part of their ongoing 
investigation.

The spill, which began on land 
and spread to the Talmadge Creek, 
has so far affected about 20 kilo-
metres of the Kalamazoo River and 
some fear it may spill into Lake 
Michigan.
People’s World 

HIV-AIDS: unions 
call for rights-based 
approach
The international trade union 
movement is calling for govern-
ments to push ahead with a 
rights-based approach to tackling 
the HIV and AIDS pandemic, 
following the 18th International 
AIDS Conference in Vienna at the 
end of July.

“While there are some positive 
signs concerning HIV and AIDS 
prevalence in some countries, millions 
of HIV-positive people have no access 
to treatment, millions more are at high 
risk of infection and there are disturb-
ing signs of increasing incidence in 
several countries,” said ITUC General 
Secretary Sharan Burrow.

“We have to overcome the stigma 
and discrimination which are still 
common around the globe, and allo-
cate suffi cient resources to stop the 
spread of the virus and ensure that 
treatment is available to all those 
affected. We are especially concerned 
that the global economic crisis, and 
cuts to public expenditure on health 
in particular could undermine the 
progress which has been made.”

Stressing the importance of action 
at the workplace in fi ghting the pan-
demic, the trade union delegation at 

the Vienna Conference highlighted 
the adoption of a Recommendation 
on HIV-AIDS and the World of Work 
by the ILO at its June Conference 
this year.

The ILO Recommendation, the 
fi rst ever international human rights 
instrument to focus explicitly on HIV 
and AIDS and the world of work, 
was adopted by an overwhelming 
majority of ILO delegates. It clearly 
establishes the importance of action 
at the workplace, including voluntary 
testing and counselling protection 
against discrimination, and focuses on 
the need for engagement with those 
most vulnerable and at risk.

Trade union participants from 
the ITUC, Global Union Federations 
and national representatives from 
across the world, including Argentina, 
Cameroon, Canada, Cote d’Ivoire, 
Ghana, Guyana, Kenya, Nigeria, 
the Philippines, Tanzania, Uganda, 
the UK, Ukraine and Zimbabwe. 
They joined the ITUC’s Austrian 
affi liate, the OeGB, which hosted the 
trade union delegation to the Vienna 
Conference, which was attended by 
more than 20,000 participants in 
total. 
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Mike Marqusee

From small beginnings and with 
few resources, the international 
movement in solidarity with the 
Palestinians has grown into a force 
that Israel perceives as a major 
threat. The assault on the Gaza 
aid fl otilla was a lethal escalation 
in what has become an increas-
ingly bitter campaign against that 
movement, whose constituents now 
range from dockworkers in South 
Africa refusing to offl oad Israeli 
goods to students at Berkeley 
University demanding divestment.

The brutality of the fl otilla attack 
was a measure of the extent to which 
the Israeli polity has grown to fear 
and loathe this global grassroots 
movement. In a way, the violence 
was a perverse tribute to a band of 
voluntary campaigners who are mas-
sively outstripped by Israel in money, 
institutional resources and access to 
the media, but who nonetheless have 
put more pressure on Israel than the 
world’s most powerful governments.

Indeed, it is the long-term col-
lusion of those governments with 
Israel that has prompted the growth 
of citizen’s initiatives, such as the 
Freedom Flotilla, to redress the bal-
ance. People from very differing 
societies have come to the politics of 
international solidarity with Palestine 
via many routes. Nearly always, their 
commitment to the cause, the com-
mitment that led the passengers on 
the boats to take such risks and suffer 
such punishment, is an expression of 
a wider aspiration for social justice, 
and above all a belief that this justice 
must be global in nature if it is to 
mean anything.

One of the primary objects of the 
Israeli media barrage that followed the 
assault was to discredit and divide this 
movement. In particular, it sought to 
isolate and demonise an “Islamist” or 
“jihadi” element among the activists. 
(This was presaged by the especially 
vicious treatment meted out to those 
passengers identifi ed by Israeli armed 
forces as Muslims.)

The “Turkish boat” was said 
be the source of all the trouble. At 
one point it was claimed that an “al-
Qaeda” team had been on board. The 
Turkish charity Isani Yardim Vakfi  or 
IHH was traduced. People in the West 
with sympathies for the Palestinians 
were being warned: there was a type 

of person involved here with whom 
they would never want to make com-
mon cause.

Unfortunately, in France, a section 
of the left, driven by a misconceived 
interpretation of secularism, seemed 
to agree. They refused to join a protest 
against the assault on the fl otilla on 
the grounds that other participants 
would include Muslim clerics. 
Under the guise of a dedication to 
universal values, this refusal was actu-
ally a restriction of those values: the 
expression of human solidarity was 
subjected to ideological conditions.

Elsewhere the movement has 
prospered by its embrace of plural-
ism. This pluralism has been forged 
not by making a special case for the 
Palestinians but by universalising their 
struggle: founding it on a commitment 
to human rights and common stand-
ards of justice. Far from “singling out 
Israel,” as is routinely claimed, the 
movement has begun, at long last, to 
expose how Israel singles itself out, 
demanding (and receiving) exemp-
tions from those standards.

True to form, Israeli spokesper-
sons described the killings on board 
the Mavi Marmara as “self-defence” 
by Israeli soldiers threatened with 
“lynching.” The ensuing arguments 
about “violence” and who was 
responsible for it recapitulated a long 
history in which Israel has identifi ed 
every denial of Palestinian rights or 
annihilation of Palestinian life as 
“self-defence.”

Where debate arises within the 
mainstream media, it tends to revolve 
around the “proportionality” of Israeli 
action, thus evading the underlying 
questions of Palestinian rights and 
Israeli domination.

Unlike the solidarity movements 
which grew up in response to the 
struggles in Vietnam or South Africa, 
the Palestine movement faces an 
opponent with its own international 
network, preaching its own form of 
solidarity (with Israel), very much a 
movement in its own right, however 
reliant on state support. Its rhetoric 
and tactics may be cynical in the 
extreme, but there’s no denying its 
emotional fervour.

To those for whom the mainte-
nance of a Jewish supremacist state 
in Palestine is the sine qua non of 
Jewish survival, any assertion of 
Palestinian rights is an “existential” 
threat – a negation that must itself 

be negated. As a state for all Jews, 
Israel embraces a global mission 
and enjoys special prerogatives. In 
the contemporary world only the US 
claims a wider remit of self-defence, 
insisting that it can strike anywhere 
to protect its perceived interests. 
Israeli exceptionalism fi nds a mirror 
and enabler in US exceptionalism, 
which in turn has its roots in the long 
history of Western colonialism, whose 
stock-in-trade was, for centuries, acts 
of piracy on the high seas.

Through many years of grassroots 
education, agitation and organisation, 
not to mention a steadfast defi ance of 
intimidation, the solidarity movement 
has begun at last to have a real effect 
on the balance of power. But there is 
so much further to go. Governments 
around the world joined in the con-
demnation of the Israeli attack on 
the fl otilla, but many of these same 
governments continue to provide 
essential means for Israel to pursue its 
destruction of the Palestinian people.

In that context, those who con-
sider themselves, in Thomas Paine’s 
words, “citizens of the world” are 
called upon to redouble their efforts 
to secure boycott, divestment and 
sanctions. If Israel continues to act 
with impunity, if Palestine instead of 
Israel is subject to isolation, then the 
powerful everywhere will have their 
options strengthened.
The Electronic Intifada 

SOUTH AFRICA: The government’s offer of a 6.5 percent rather 
than 8.6 percent wage increase led unions representing 210,000 
public sector workers to announce on July 28 that a million pub-
lic employees would strike on August 10, beginning with pickets, 
demonstrations and marches. COSATU, the labour federation 
to which most of the involved unions belong, faces a dilemma, 
reports union spokesperson Fikile Majola. With an eye toward 
worker-friendly government policies, COSATU had pressured 
forces within the ruling African National Congress to back the 
candidacy of presidential aspirant Jacob Zuma. Now, two years 
later, former allies are likely to accuse COSATU of undermining 
Zuma’s government. But the government’s problem is not “hos-
tility, but indecisiveness,” explained union leader Thobile Ntola.

SAUDI ARABIA: Interviewed on July 23 near London, US 
Defence Security Cooperation Agency director Admiral Jeffrey 
Wieringa said Congress may soon receive notifi cation of a 
US$30 billion arms deal with Saudi Arabia, “a key country for us”. 
Included in the package, four years in the making, are 72 Black 
Hawk helicopters, 84 Boeing F-15 fi ghter jets, refurbishing of 70 
F-15 jets delivered in 1992, spare parts and training. Wieringa 
said Iraq may soon purchase 18 F-16 fi ghter jets. His Pentagon 
agency anticipates US$38 billion in arms sales this year and 
US$50 billion next year. Arms supply to Israel, India, South 
Korea, Australia, Taiwan, Georgia and now Saudi Arabia is direct-
ed against Iran, Russia and China, suggests Global Research.

CZECH REPUBLIC: Despite US abandonment last year 
of Bush-era plans for establishing a missile detecting sys-
tem in the Czech Republic as part of a European missile 
shield, Washington recently signalled renewed preparations 
for just such a system fuelled by $2.2 million to cover ini-
tial costs. As reported by euobserver.com, the system will 
be sited in two locations and operated by Czech techni-
cians. The US government had also scrapped earlier plans to 
locate missile interceptors in Poland, only to have Secretary 
of State Clinton once more commit the United States to base 
missiles in Poland, much to the dismay of the Russian gov-
ernment. An opinion survey three years ago indicated 65 
percent of Czechs opposed US radar facilities in their country.

BANGLADESH: Over three million Bangladeshi textile workers 
earning a minimum US$28 monthly wage, the world’s lowest, got 
bad news on July 26. A committee of government offi cials, fac-
tory owners and union leaders, formed in the wake of nationwide 
strikes in late June, offered a US$43 minimum monthly salary, 
US$30 less than that demanded by unions. Workers mobilised 
in the streets the next day, and union leader Mosherafa Mishu 
predicted a nationwide strike and “a militant movement”. With 
clothing exports accounting for 80 percent of the country’s export 
income, the government had pressed manufacturers for a settle-
ment. In June 4,500 clothing factories accounted for a record high 
US$1.72 billion in export income. Workers speaking to AFP com-
plained of 13-hour days, unpaid overtime and physical abuse.

Global Briefs

International solidarity 
under attack

A rally in Sydney earlier this year demanding an end to the Gaza blockade.
Photo: Anna Pha
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Freedom 
and the 
rights 
of the 
individual
A correspondent sent me a series 
of questions last week to do with 
Communists’ attitude to individual 
freedom: how do we feel about 
copyright law and “the antiquated 
speed limits on our roads” and 
what is our attitude towards 
random breath testing of motorists 
or compulsory wearing of helmets 
by cyclists? I was surprised the 
questions didn’t include one on 
our attitude to gun control.

Be that as it may, the questions 
raised some interesting topics. I have 
incorporated some of them into this 
Culture and Life.

Contrary to what the mass media 
usually say, Communists not only 
believe in freedom of the individual, 
we believe that only socialism pro-
vides the means for the individual 
to be truly free. However, we also 
recognise that individuals are part 
of society, and that society has 
responsibilities and rights just as 
individuals do.

An individual, for example, is 
free to act as he pleases, so long as 
his actions do not impact adversely on 

the rights of other members of society. 
Free speech for example, does not 
mean that you can say anything you 
like about other people; there is no 
such thing in our view as freedom to 
libel or freedom to slander. Similarly, 
we believe that promoting racial or 
religious hatred is unacceptable.

By extrapolation, if the opinion 
of most road safety experts is that 
wearing appropriate helmets saves 
cyclists’ lives, we see no reason why 
society should be burdened with the 
hospital and other medical costs con-
sequent on a road accident involving a 
cyclist who was not wearing a helmet 
if wearing a helmet could have mini-
mised his or her injuries. The cyclist 
has no “right” to do without a helmet 
and by so doing put other members 
of society in the position of having 
to clean up the physical and mental 
distress that such an action can entail.

Do advocates of such “freedom” 
also oppose the compulsory wearing 
of seatbelts in cars? I had a strenuous 
argument with two visiting American 
anarchists once who became very 
angry when I insisted that they wear 
their seatbelts. They saw this sensible 
safety precaution as a gross violation 
of their rights as individuals. They 
were not the least little bit concerned 
with what effect their death or injury 
in my car through not wearing their 
seatbelts might have on me – or on 
their families, for that matter. And yet, 
surely people have a responsibility 
for the care of other people they are 
involved with?

One question sought our views 
on the matter of copyright and intel-
lectual property laws. In response I 
would say that Communists do not 
believe that ideas and discoveries that 
help to advance the human condition 
should be treated as commodities. It 
is capitalism’s approach to everything 
to treat it as a commodity and see if 
you can sell it.

We believe that art and culture, 
for example, should be nurtured 
and encouraged through commu-
nity recognition and support, not by 
consigning them to the vagaries of 
fashion and the market. The inven-
tor of a new system of software, say, 
should be rewarded by society through 

grants and prizes commensurate with 
the importance and value of the new 
system to society, not by making the 
new system available only to those 
in a position to pay handsomely for 
its use.

If it is of benefi t to society, then 
society should be able to benefi t from 
it. At the same time, the person who 
devised the system or whatever it is, 
should be suitably rewarded.

My correspondent also sought to 
ascertain whether we favoured com-
pulsory or non-compulsory voting. 
This cry is raised by conservative 
interests on a regular basis, because 
experience in other countries clearly 
shows that it is a system that mark-
edly favours conservative parties and 
candidates.

In the conditions of bourgeois 
democracy that presently prevail in 
Australia, compulsory voting may 
cause some people to grumble and to 
vote meaninglessly, but it produces a 
far more accurate democratic outcome 

than the alternative. We would pre-
fer to see a system of participatory 
democracy with candidates nomi-
nated and openly discussed by the 
colleagues in their workplace, or the 
neighbours in their housing estate, or 
other community institutions. And we 
would like to see them have the right 
to recall their elected representatives if 
a majority feel that the candidate has 
forfeited their support (by ignoring 
his campaign promises, for example).

Some laws that seem to restrict 
rights and freedoms simply cannot 
be meaningfully bundled together. 
My correspondent put random breath 
tests in effectively the same pack-
age as the restrictive regulations the 
Iemma government introduced in 
NSW for World Youth Day. If RBTs 
are used successfully to cut down the 
number of drink-drivers on the road 
and reduce the road toll, we would 
support their use. If they are instead 
used merely to raise revenue for State 
governments then we would oppose 

that as a misuse of both technology 
and police manpower.

The World Youth Day regulations 
on the other hand were used to stifl e 
expressions of dissent and to stop 
people from effectively protesting at 
the abuse of all our democratic rights 
in the interests of currying favour with 
a particular lobby group. Those laws 
were inherently anti-democratic and 
abhorrent.

Capitalist society is made up of 
classes who look out for their own 
interests. We believe that the interests 
of the working class, which includes 
working farmers and the proprietors 
of small shops, have to be paramount, 
for these are the people who create the 
wealth in society and do not exploit 
the labour of others.

Laws and regulations that enhance 
the interests of ordinary working 
people will always have our support; 
those that do not do that will not have 
our support. 

Letters / Culture & Life

The plight of 
Palm Island

Our congratulations to Keith 
McEwan for his article ‘The 
bells are tolling on Palm Island’ 
(Guardian August 4, 2010). If only 
there were more people to raise 
awareness of the atrocities which 
the people of Palm Island have 
been, and are still subjected too.

Thank you and sincere regards.
Sharon Lawrence
Bwgcolman Tribe 

Palm Island
 and now resident of Sydney

and Carole Ann King

Questions to Chifley 
candidates
I tried to carry out a survey of 
candidates for the seat of Chifl ey in 
NSW in the upcoming elections, by 
posing the following four questions.

Should Australian troops be with-
drawn from Afghanistan?

Should the ABCC be abolished?
Should BHP and Conzinc Rio 

Tinto be nationalised?

Should all diplomatic and trade 
ties with Israel be cut?

The Greens candidate answered 
in the positive to all questions as I 
thought she would.

The Christian Democrats candi-
date was completely non-committal 
on all questions and didn’t know what 
ABCC stood for.

After six unanswered phone calls 
and an unanswered Email, I have been 
unable to contact the Labor candidate, 
so I didn’t feel inclined to give him 
second preference. After all ALP does 
stand for another Liberal Party.

From what I read in the local 
papers, it appears that a most mot-
ley crew is aspiring for the seat 
of Chifl ey. There are One Nation, 
Australia First, Christian Democrats 
and Australian Democrats. So I 
decided Labor is the lesser evil for 
second preference.

Chifl ey is a very safe Labor seat 
but I’m sure the Greens will give them 
a run for their money.

Ron Barrett
Sydney

Ward payment 
welcome, but 
prosecution needed
The issue of the compensation 
payment for the death of WA 
Aboriginal Elder Mr Ward may 
be over but it is not to be seen 
as a substitute for justice and 
the answers to the questions still 
hanging over this troubling case.

There is not much more that can 
be achieved by a re-opening of the 

coronial inquest which was far reach-
ing and thorough in its gathering of 
evidence.

What is lacking is the political 
will of the government and suffi cient 
legal acumen to launch a prosecution 
against its current prison transport 
contractor and one of its own agen-
cies, the Department of Corrective 
Services, who were responsible for 
the monitoring of the prison transport 
contract.

Then there is the need to tackle 
what the Deaths in Custody Watch 
Committee sees as the institution-
alised racism still prevalent in the 
criminal justice system in this state, 
which often sees Aboriginal people 
treated differently to white people in 
the same or similar circumstances.

Would we have subjected a 
respected white elder of our commu-
nity to the same treatment which was 
afforded to an Aboriginal Elder on a 
hot January day in a prison van with 
broken air conditioning after being 
placed into custody by a nudge and 
a wink between a country Justice of 
the Peace and a police offi cer?

Like the parable of Judas Iscariot 
from the Bible, 30 pieces of silver – 
the price of a slave in Biblical times 
– was not compensation enough for 
the life of a man who had been sent to 
a certain death which was avoidable. 
Mr Ward also had much still to give 
to his family and the community, both 
black and white and $3.2 million is 
no substitute for the lack of justice 
which has occurred in this sad and 
tragic case.

Richard Titelius
WA

Message from a 
Senate candidate
Plato wrote that if people do not 
engage with politics we risk being 
governed by the “dumb”. The 
Australian political landscape 
is very constricted and there is 
little democracy available for all 
voices to be legitimately heard. 
We all have a right to shape the 
political debates. However the 
media’s obsession has been with 
the Labor, Liberal and Greens 
parties. The minority parties and 
independent candidates have to 
work very heard, with grass roots 
door knocking and citizen media 
through emailing and working the 
internet.

This monopoly of politics by 
major coalitions of incumbent par-
liamentarians and cohorts of aspirant 
politicians has diminished not only 
democracy; it also damaged demo-
cratic parliamentary processes.

The Senate is our Upper House 
and the Commonwealth Constitution 
intends for the Senate as a House 
of review of the propositions from 
the House of Representatives, our 
Lower House. The Commonwealth 
Constitution intended there be a 
separation of the two Houses and 
has never intended that political 
parties or a coalition of parties gain 
control of the Senate. This defeats 
its purpose as a body that reviews 
and scrutinises the propositions of 
the Lower House.

Each state provides 12 Senators, 
and our Territories two Senators. 
Constitutionally our Senators 

should considerably demarcate their 
political affi liations and regard the 
propositions before the Senate on 
their merit, with unfettered discussion. 
The Constitution did not intend for 
any party to control the Senate and 
pass Bills without legitimate review. 
The Senate is a balance and check. 
The Greens should not be creating a 
coalition with Labor to pass Bills in 
the Senate, nor should they control 
the balance of power in the Senate, 
rather they should be independent 
scrutinisers and reviewers in fulfi lling 
their constitutional obligations.

We need more political parties 
to arise as signifi cant infl uences and 
enter the House of Representatives so 
as to ensure legitimate debate, erode 
monopoly politics and return deci-
sions to the House rather than they 
having been decided in party rooms 
and caucuses.

Voters need to assist the rebirth 
of our balance and check, the Senate, 
by voting in independent Senators, 
and not allow any party to control 
the Senate. The media could assist 
by ensuring that minority parties and 
independent candidates receive ample 
opportunity to put their case to the 
constituents.

I have knocked on 2,000 doors, 
spoken to thousands at shopping cen-
tres and in public places and written 
thousands of emails, however Western 
Australian voters number more than 
a million. 

Gerry Georgatos
Senate Candidate

WA
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Rob Gowland

The cyclist has no “right” to do without a helmet and by so doing put other members of society in the position 
of having to clean up the physical and mental distress that such an action can entail.
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Sun 15 Aug – 
Sat 21 Aug

I have a problem with watching 
Carmen And Geoffrey (ABC2 

Sunday August 15 at 7.30 pm). In 
the 1954 Paramount movie White 
Christmas starring Bing Crosby, 
Danny Kaye, Rosemary Clooney 
and Vera-Ellen, Danny Kaye per-
forms a spoof dance number called 
Choreography. The number deli-
ciously parodies what at the time was 
called “Modern Dance” – black tights, 
angular uncomfortable movements, 
and angst-ridden symbolism.

I never cared for so-called 
modern dance, preferring instead 
classical ballet or the intricate steps of 
Broadway and Hollywood “hoofers”. 
Husband and wife dancers Carmen 
de Lavallade and Geoffrey Holder 
were a vital part of the ’50s modern 
dance fashion. 

Given a choice, I’ll take Astaire 
and Rogers any day over Carmen and 
Geoffey. However, if modern dance is 
your thing, then Carmen and Geoffrey 
are signifi cant fi gures in the form.

Carmen, from New Orleans, 
won a scholarship at 16 to study 
with choreographer Lester Horton. 
As the ABC press sheet says: “She 
brought her high school class-
mate, Alvin Ailey, to his fi rst dance 
class. Choreographer Herbert Ross 
invited her and Ailey to dance in 

the Broadway production of Truman 
Capote’s House of Flowers.”

Geoffrey Holder came from 
Trinidad to make his debut in 
the same show, which he also 
co-choreographed. “His ballet Dougla
is a permanent part of the Dance 
Theatre of Harlem’s repertoire, as 
is his work Prodigal Prince for the 
Ailey Company.”

Geoffrey is also a world-class 
painter with a Guggenheim fellowship 
to his credit and he has also won 
prizes as an author and photographer. 
Carmen and Geoffrey are now in 
their 70s, but are still amazingly 
active, as this program, fi lmed over 
the past three years shows. It was 
fi lmed by Linda Atkinson, a student 
of Carmen’s, and Nick Doob.

I have mentioned before, the 
answer given by Maxim Gorki 

when asked “How do you write for 
children?”. Gorki said: “the same way 
you write for adults, only better!”

Someone should have told that 
anecdote to the writers of the CBBC 
production The Legend of Dick and 
Dom (ABC3 weekdays at 7.05 pm 
from Monday August 16). This 
half hour comedy series for children 
attempts a sub-Pythonesque humour 
(with narration by Terry Jones no less) 
whose silliness just looks patronising.

My reaction was to think: “Kids 
deserve better than this”, but what 
do I know? Richard McCourt (Dick) 
and Dominic Wood (Dom) have won 
two BAFTAs (the British equivalent 
of the Oscar).

I still found the series painful.

Also painful, but in a differ-
ent way, was the three-part 

art-history series Baroque (ABC1 
Tuesdays at 8.30 pm from August 
17). The series is hosted and narrated 
by UK art critic Waldemar Januszczak 
and seeks to explore the Baroque 
tradition in many of its key locations.

Januszczak, however, is not 
content to show us the great works 

of the baroque period – its paintings, 
sculpture, architecture – and to put 
them in their historical context so 
that we may better understand their 
signifi cance.

No, he insists on anthropo-
morphising the Baroque period, 
investing baroque works with human 
characteristics that would have done 
Disney proud. “The Baroque will hunt 
you down”, he intones at one point, 
when he is really trying to explain the 
appeal of the movement and its style.

The program is thus saddled 
with a major contradiction for the 
interested viewer: the works on 
display are truly magnifi cent and the 
series is almost worth watching for 
them alone.

But, and it is a big “but”, the 
viewer has to put up with Januszczak’s 
relentlessly anthropomorphic 

commentary. Frankly, it irritated the 
hell out of me.

The usual explanation of the 
accident that killed Princess 

Diana is that her driver was under 
the infl uence of drugs and/or alco-
hol. Conveniently forgotten, even 
as a contributing factor is the way 
she was being pursued by a swarm 
of paparazzi driving like maniacs 
to prevent her from “getting away”.

The fi rst people to clamber into 
the wreck to ask if she was OK were 
paparazzi, still madly snapping photos 
as they asked if anything was broken. 
Those photos were deemed to have 
gone beyond the bounds of decency 
and were judged not to be used, 
especially after she died.

The antics of the paparazzi 
epitomise the effect of capitalism 
on culture. The great potential of 
photography to enlighten and inform 
(as news) and to uplift the spirit (as 
art) has been discarded in favour 
of snapshots looking up female 
celebrities’ skirts, equally fuzzy or 
poorly composed shots of female 
celebrities with a possible “baby 
bulge”, and shots of celebrities of 
both sexes expressing anger at being 
allowed no privacy whatever.

If you think, as some people do, 

that celebrities seek the fame and 
therefore have no right to complain 
about the media coverage, you should 
take a look at Paparazzi: The Next 
Generation (ABC2 Wednesday at 
8.30 pm August 18).

The only thing that marks the 
new generation out from the previous 
generation of “paps” is that they seem 
to have even less moral scruples than 
their predecessors. As Elliott, one of 
the four paparazzi profi led in this 
program says: “It’s a business. I’ll 
take a photo of anyone or anything if 
I know it will make money.”

What strikes the viewer of almost 
any documentary about paparazzi is 
their hypocrisy and false friendliness 
towards the celebrities they are 
stalking and photographing: they call 
out the celeb’s fi rst name (as though 
he or she was their familiar pal), pay 
phony compliments (“that’s great 
[insert name depending on who they 
are snapping]” they beam – then turn 
away muttering “bitch” or “wanker” 
the moment the opportunity for the 
shot has passed).

And it’s all to service prurient 
curiosity, aroused and encouraged 
by the magazine industry, to which 
the “ethics of journalism” is just a 
sick joke. 
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Young pappa Ellliot Simmons – Paparazzi: The Next Generation (ABC2 Wednesday at 8.30 pm August 18).

Five great books to get started – only $5 each

If you are looking for some reading material that explains in everyday, 

easily accessible English fundamental questions relating to workers 

then these books might be just what you are looking for. They 

are part of the Progress Publishers’ “ABC of social and political 

knowledge” series. The books explain the theory and provide a 

useful glossary of Marxist terminology at the back of each edition.

Postage & handling for ABC series: for one or two books is $5, 

for three or more books $10.

Special offer – buy all five for $25 and we will not charge for p&h.

74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010 Ph 02 9699 8844
Payment by Cheque, Money Order (Make out to “CPA”)
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Some of the many books available at 

Shop@CPA

August 13
WHAT NEXT FOR LABOR-PROGRESSIVE IDEAS
Ben Eltham, writer New Matilda;
Miriam Lyons, Executive Director, Centre Policy Development

August 20
IS THE GREATER SYDNEY REGION SUSTAINABLE?
Geoff Evans, Mineral Policy Insitute, 
Arthur Rorris, General Secretary, South Coast Labor Council

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney
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Gaelic Club

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Pat Toms 02 9358 4834
patandbrucetoms@gmail.com

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

From the 

ABC of social and political knowledge series:

What is Surplus Value?

Classes and the Class Struggle?

What are Trade Unions?

What is the Working People’s Power?

What is the Party?
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Experienced activist
Brenda Kellaway – Senate Candidate

Brenda Kellaway is a school-teacher who 
has lived in the Hunter for the last 20 years. 
Brenda is the grand-daughter of Edgar Ross, 
who for many years edited Common Cause, 
the newspaper of the mining union.

Edgar Ross inspired Brenda to become inter-
ested very early in her life in the way corporate 
interests, especially the big corporations, ride 
rough-shod over the rights of ordinary people.

Brenda has consistently participated in the 
struggles of workers and other victims of cor-
porate or government ill-use and indifference 
ever since. In fact, she has fought for ordinary 
Australians, on both local and international 
issues, for over three decades.

In her early years, Brenda participated in the 
work of a variety of progressive organisations 
and groups, including Young People Against 
Racism and the Sydney May Day Committee.

Along the way she also completed her 
university degree whilst being a single mum.

A vigorous opponent of Australian 

involvement in the US-originated wars for the 
domination of the world’s energy resources, 
Brenda has worked in the peace movement for 
many years, organising large concerts in Sydney 
and Newcastle to raise funds for the victims of 
war, such as the more recent Our Home Iraq 
charity concert for the orphans of the Iraq war. 

She was the founder of the Central Coast 
LETS bartering scheme in 1997, then called 
The Odd Job Exchange. Since then she has 
continued to be active in the peace movement 
and on anti-privatisation campaigns, such as the 
campaign to save the rail link into Newcastle 
and to preserve the waterfront land beside the 
railway line as community open space rather 
than seeing it fl ogged it off to private developers.

“That prime waterfront land is irreplaceable 
and should be used for imaginative public ben-
efi t, not a high-rise wall of high-priced condos,” 
she said. “Likewise, we oppose those greedy 
business groups in the Muswellbrook area that 
want to close down the district’s showground 

to fl og this prime, highway frontage land to 
developers for industrial purposes.”

Brenda supports the extension of the uni-
versal health care system – Medicare to dental 
services. “Access to the best available health 
care is a right, not a privilege,” she said. “We 
need proper funding of public hospitals. I suggest 
we start by abolishing the private health care 
rebate and channelling the savings back into 
the extension of Medicare and into improving 
public hospitals.”

Brenda also supports and calls on the gov-
ernment to extend the public community health 
centres, which are built in local communities and 
offer a one-stop shop for a range of health serv-
ices, including child health and mental health, 
drug and alcohol services, community nursing.

Brenda is currently a member of the Hunter 
Valley and Community Progressive Forum in 
Newcastle. She joined the Communist Party 
in 1975. 

Committed to progress
Geoff Lawler – Senate Candidate

Geoff Lawler was born at Scone in the 
Hunter Valley NSW on June 19, 1950 
(the day the Korean War started). He had 
the normal public schooling and joined 
the workforce 1966 and joined his first 
trade union the same year: “It did not 
take me long to see the worth of union 
membership”.

Geoff worked on construction jobs up and 
down the Hunter Valley, the Peel Valley near 
Tamworth, and in Queensland and Victoria. 
He was employed on the construction of two 
major power stations in the Hunter, Liddel and 
Bayswater. “That’s where my political radicali-
sation began,” he said.

Geoff became involved in the protest move-
ment against the Vietnam War. “I took strike 
action and went on protest marches against 

what I saw as an unjust attack on the communist 
movement in Vietnam and on the Vietnamese 
people’s right to have the government they 
chose, not the government forced on them by 
the United States and Australia.”

Also around that time Geoff was elected as 
a Country Councillor for the Building Workers 
Industrial Union, a position he held until 1985. 
He took part in many campaigns on behalf of 
workers including gaining a 38-hour week for 
building workers.

In 1985, Geoff took up the position of 
Southern Regional Organiser with the Australian 
Miscellaneous Workers’ Union which became the 
Australian Liquor Hospitality and Miscellaneous 
Workers Union (popularly called the LHMU), 
a position he still holds. He recently success-
fully negotiated a signifi cant wage increase for 

cleaners employed on the several campuses of 
Charles Sturt University.

Geoff is currently the head boxing coach 
at Wagga Wagga Police and Community Youth 
Club (PCYC), where they have four boxers 
competing with varying degrees of success.

Geoff says: “I have felt for some time that 
the mainstream political parties in Australia have 
been moving steadily to the right of politics 
and taking their lead from the United States of 
America, a situation that fi lls me with unease. I 
cannot for the life of me understand the appeal 
of a big business-led America, where the dollar 
rules over all common decency, denying work-
ing people decent pay rates or decent working 
conditions and where nothing is allowed to 
stand in the way of making money, not even 
workers’ lives.” 

For peace and social justice
Denis Doherty – Candidate for the Seat of Sydney

Denis Doherty’s roots reach back into 
the working class history of Sydney and 
Australia. His father was a labourer for 
Vacuum Oil (predecessor of Mobil). He was 
a cook by profession but did not pursue that 
career. He came from Victoria with his wife 
who he met when they worked in a café as 
cook and waitress. Both his parents came 
from poor Catholic working class stock.

Denis’ father dropped dead on the way to 
work when Denis was eight, his brothers were 
11 and 12 and his sister was 14 months old. 
Most of Denis’ youth was spent in a household 
of fi ve living on a widow’s pension. Later his 
mother became factory fodder, earning more 
than the pension in a local factory.

Denis has had to work hard. With family and 
some other support he qualifi ed as a teacher for 
both primary and secondary schools, mainly in 
the Catholic system. His university degree was 
achieved through correspondence while working 
as a full-time teacher.

He was radicalised by experiences in 
Innisfail (Queensland) where Aborigines were 
harshly treated and sugar workers often treated 
with contempt. Many of the parents annoyed by 
his growing critical attitudes pointed to his red 
hair and said “you ought to be a communist!”.

A few years later, involvement in “Right to 
March” campaigns against Joh Bjelke Petersen 
in Brisbane and then a time with the Alice Spring 
Peace Group marked a real turning point in his 
life that led him to the Communist Party of 
Australia. He joined the CPA in 1989.

Denis has lived in the inner west suburb of 
Glebe for over 20 years. He is well known as 
the former chair of the Glebe Youth Centre and 
former chair of the Glebe Neighbourhood Centre 
and for his work in campaigns including prison 
reform and against overdevelopment.

Max Solling’s Grandeur and Grit: A History 
of Glebe calls Denis “a creative campaigner for 
peace and social justice”.

Denis is best known for his long 

commitment to peace and to ridding the world 
of nuclear weapons. He was a founding member 
of the Australian Anti-Bases Campaign Coalition 
(AABCC) and has been the national coordina-
tor of the campaign for over 20 years. He was 
selected to receive a community peace prize by 
the Sydney Peace Foundation at the University 
of Sydney.

“As the Communist Alliance candidate I 
will be drawing attention to the public hospitals, 
public schools and public housing we need in 
inner Sydney. We don’t get them because the 
federal government wastes $30 billion a year on 
military spending,” Denis Doherty said.

“We want to get rid of the tired old Liberal-
Labor games and replace them with a govern-
ment that really listens and really responds to 
what the community wants and needs.

“The Communist Alliance is different and 
we hope you will give us your vote on August 
21,” Denis concluded. 

Meet the CA candidates C


