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65 years later:
Hiroshima’s shadow darkens
Sixty-fi ve years ago, at 8:15 on the morn-
ing of August 6, 1945, a US Air Force B-29 
bomber named the Enola Gay dropped 
an atomic bomb on the Japanese city of 
Hiroshima. An estimated 70,000-80,000 
people died immediately. Three days 
later, another atomic bomb was dropped on 
Nagasaki and another 40,000-75,000 people 
were killed.

The world has lived anxiously in the shadow 
of nuclear weapons ever since. The end of the 
Cold War and the agreement by the US and 
Russia to reduce their huge stockpiles should 
be a cause for the international community 
to breathe easier – but that is not happening. 
Despite the new START Treaty signed in Prague 
last April, a number of the confl icts taking place 
across the planet could threaten, at some point, 
to lead to the use of nuclear weapons or other 
horrifying weapons of mass destruction. The 
international community is tired of living with 
this fear and the call is getting stronger for a 
UN-sponsored Nuclear Weapons Convention 
to rid the planet of nuclear weapons once and 
for all.

Spoiling for war
Right now, the US and its junior allies 

are pinned down in Afghanistan. The US is 
unable to exit Iraq and entrust its geopolitical 
gains to the post-Saddam government without 
risking all. It is building a network of military 
bases in Colombia and deploying the reformed 
Fourth Fleet in preparation for a showdown 
with Venezuela – the Latin American “bad 
apple” spoiling the barrel for US interests in the 
region. And, of course, there are efforts to beat 
Iran and the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (North Korea) into submission, ostensi-
bly over nuclear issues. The ailing superpower 
is overstretched and on edge about its loss of 
control in world affairs.

Iran’s nuclear program is being presented 

as a drive to acquire nuclear weapons with 
which to threaten the state of Israel. Punishing 
sanctions have been imposed and ultimatums 
have been thrown down regarding inspections 
and reports. The pattern is familiar. Massive US 
intervention is on a hair trigger.

The US has backed South Korea’s claims 
that its navy’s fl agship, the Cheonan, was sunk 
by a North Korean torpedo in March this year. 
Despite widespread doubt about the evidence 
presented to back the claim, the US and South 
Korea pressed ahead last week with the larg-
est joint military exercises in 34 years off the 
Korean coast. They were clearly designed to 
intimidate North Korea.

The US likes to promote the idea that North 
Korea has an unknown number of nuclear 
warheads and the means to deliver them to 
their targets. It also fuels misinformation about 
the government of DPR Korea and the country 
generally, that it is unreasoning, reckless and 
desperate. The truth is that it is the US that is 
threatening destruction on an unimaginable scale 
for non-compliance to its will.

That is the consistent thread in these global 
“fl ashpoints” where the future of millions of 
people is being put at risk. The US accuses 
others of seeking to acquire WMDs while hold-
ing onto enormous stockpiles of its own. The 
administration’s undertakings to reduce them 
will not remove their own awesome capability 
or change their basic purpose.
The election – 
bringing it home

Australia is approaching a federal election in 
which both the major contestants are committed 
to maintain the US alliance and support for their 
global military strategy that includes the nuclear 
threat. Australian governments have shown their 
commitment to this course over many decades 
in Korea, Vietnam, Iraq and now Afghanistan. 
The full horror of those last-mentioned wars is 
being revealed to some extent courtesy of the 
sources supplying documents to Wikileaks. 
These revelations will reinforce the attitudes 
of the Australian people, who were already 
opposed to those troop commitments.

The majority of Australians also support 
nuclear disarmament but that desire is not 
respected by the major parties. There will be 
lip service to the notion in international forums 
but there will be no pressure applied to their 
US ally to take the necessary steps back from 
the precipice.

The Communist Alliance is standing can-
didates in NSW at the August 21 poll. A vote 
for their candidates in the Senate and the seat 
of Sydney would send a clear message about 
this burning, but largely ignored issue. The 
Australian Greens also take a progressive stance 
on nuclear disarmament and deserve support.

The Hiroshima Day Committee in 
Sydney has composed a letter to the Prime 
Minister calling for government support for 
nuclear disarmament and a Nuclear Weapons 
Convention. There will be many other initia-
tives and protests expressing the wish of the 
people of Australia and the world to fi nally 
move out from the shadow of Hiroshima’s 
mushroom cloud. They deserve our support 
and commitment. 

One of the most important issues facing 
working people in the federal elections 
is the rights of workers and their trade 
unions. The Communist Alliance is stand-
ing three candidates in NSW – Geoff 
Lawler and Brenda Kellaway in the Senate 
and Denis Doherty in the seat of Sydney. 
They all have a strong commitment to and 
record of standing up for the interests of 
workers.

Geoff Lawler is a prominent offi cial of 
the trade union movement in and around 
the Wagga Wagga district and much of 
Southern NSW. He was for many years the 
secretary of Unions Riverina, relinquishing 
this post in 2009. This year is Geoff’s 25th 
year as the Riverina regional organiser for 
the LHMU which covers a wide range of 
service and other industries.

Brenda Kellaway has fought for ordinary 

Australians for over three decades and 
also completed her degree whilst being a 
sole parent. She is a teacher and is based 
in the Hunter where she has lived for the 
past 20 years. She has been active in the 
peace movement, on anti-privatisation 
campaigns and is currently a member 
of the Hunter Valley and Community 
Progressive Forum in Newcastle.

Denis Doherty is a former school teacher 
with extensive experience in many schools 
across Australia. He has been an activ-
ist member of his teachers’ union and is 
also a prominent member of the peace 
movement in Sydney. He is currently 
employed as the National Organiser of 
the Communist Party of Australia.

It is the fi rst time since 1999 that the 
word “Communist” will appear on the 
ballot paper in federal elections in NSW, 

although there have been other communist 
candidates since then. The Communist 
Alliance was registered in 2009. In March 
this year, Bob Briton stood in the South 
Australian state elections for the seat of 
Lee and after a great campaign and with 
the name “Communist” on the ballot paper, 
won almost three percent of the vote.

The presence of Communist candidates 
means that voters in NSW will have the 
opportunity to vote for candidates who 
stand fi rmly for workers’ rights, for the 
interests of working people. Candidates 
who are uncompromisingly prepared to 
stand up to the big mining companies 
and other sections of big business, and 
put the interests of people and the planet 
fi rst, before private profi t.

As far as working people and the future 
of the planet are concerned, there can 

hardly be any argument that a fundamental 
change in policy direction is needed. In 
2007, the people of Australia threw out 
the Howard government in a vote seeking 
real change. Labor has failed dismally to 
live up to their expectations or wishes. The 
same desire for change remains today in 
an electorate that is growing increasingly 
disenchanted with the major parties that 
serve the interests of the big end of town.

Vote for real change, for workers’ rights, 
vote Communist Alliance in NSW. In other 
states and other Lower House seats in 
NSW the Communist Party of Australia 
recommends voting fi rst for the Greens, 
then other left and progressive organisa-
tions and individuals, followed by Labor 
with the Coalition and other ultra right 
parties last.
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PRESS FUND
Wasn’t the “great election debate” a dead duck? It was so polite 
it set one’s teeth on edge. There were no visionary ideas, and the 
two candidates sidled around the same basic right-wing program. 
There was plenty of fear-mongering about boats of asylum-seekers 
(an “armada” screamed one rabid Sydney newspaper). There 
was some discussion about funding for health and education, but 
no explanation about how much was going to public services as 
opposed to the private sector, and there was no indication of how 
long Australian troops would remain in Afghanistan - etc., etc. On 
the other hand, if you really want a good coverage of news and 
current events, try reading The Guardian! Those of you who enjoy 
doing so should make a contribution to the Press Fund, which 
is running very low at the moment. Many thanks to this week’s 
contributors; as follows: 
“Round Figure”: $10 
This week’s total: $10 Progressive total: $3,120
Correction: The $200 in last week’s Press Fund was meant to be in 
memory of Laurie Kiek, from his wife Jessie. Our apologies.

Election 2010
Anything but the real issues

The tabloid media’s election coverage reached new lows last week 
with discussion of Prime Minister Julia Gillard’s earlobes and ques-
tioning of her future intentions. Would she get married or live in the 
Lodge in a de facto relationship (read “in sin”) if re-elected PM? The 
bankruptcy of the major parties and their lack of alternative policies 
is being overlooked by the mass media with phoney debates on side 
issues. Genuine, alternative policies in the interests of working people 
are not getting a hearing. The mass media ignores the Communist 
Alliance and gives very little space to the Australian Greens except 
to attack them.

It is diffi cult to recall a campaign so bereft of real debate or policy 
announcements, so lacking in substance. Aggressive questioning on 
detail covers up the fact that there is very little difference in policy 
direction between the major parties. The major parties are fi rmly 
committed to the US alliance, to neo-liberalism (economic rationalism) 
in the economic and social spheres and neither is prepared to take 
serious action over climate change.

In the 2007 federal elections, the electorate threw out the Howard 
government with expectations that there would be progressive changes 
to policy in relation to industrial relations, the environment, asylum 
seekers, Indigenous Australians, health, education and a range of other 
issues. They were sadly disappointed.

There were a few token gestures such as signing the Kyoto Protocol 
and saying “Sorry” to Indigenous Australians, but the actions that 
followed contradicted those sentiments. The government set about 
trying to kill the Kyoto Protocol at Copenhagen and continued the 
racist Intervention in the Northern Territory which only serves the 
interests of the big mining corporations.

Labor only tinkered with WorkChoices, repackaging it as Fair 
Work Australia and leaving the notorious building industry cop (the 
Australian Building Construction Commission) in place. Labor made 
life a little easier for some trade union activity and began the process 
of phasing out individual contracts (Australian Workplace Agreements) 
but it failed dismally to rip up WorkChoices as promised or guarantee 
basic trade union rights such as the right to strike.

Both leaders support Howard’s “Pacifi c Solution” for processing 
asylum seekers. The media obliges by containing the debate within 
the parameters of Abbott’s opting for Nauru and Gillard’s preference 
for East Timor. Offshore processing is not questioned. The alternative 
of welcoming refugees into the community and processing them in 
Australia in humane conditions is not raised. Yet this is the approach 
supported by the majority of Australians.

On the question of taxation, it has come down to which party 
is doing the most for big business. Labor with its reduction of the 
corporate tax rate to 29 cents has been gazumped by the Liberals’ 
28.5 cents per dollar. Either way, the neo-liberal policy of reducing 
corporate taxes continues. The media does not raise the alternative – a 
progressive tax system based on ability to pay that makes the highly 
profi table corporate sector give back more not less to the community.

Likewise on education and health – Gillard and Abbott support 
the ongoing under-funding of the public sector and its privatisation. 
Both leaders announce new spending – something for mental health, 
something for GPs, and so on. The phoney debate is centred on the vote-
buying crumbs that are thrown to different sections of the electorate. 
The alternative – a national public health system with high quality, 
free and accessible medical and dental treatment for all Australians 
– is not raised.

Disillusionment with the major parties is widespread. The real 
policy alternatives are not being aired in the media or raised by the 
major parties. The right-wing have a fi rm grip on the parliamentary 
Labor Party, and are openly pursuing the interests of big business. 
The most backward and reactionary elements, as represented by Tony 
Abbott are at the helm of the Liberal Party.

As far as working people and the future of the planet are concerned, 
there can hardly be any argument that a fundamental change in policy 
direction is needed. This is not going to occur until the two-party 
stranglehold is broken. The priority on August 21 is to begin the process 
of breaking that stranglehold. This can be done by voting for the 
Communist Alliance in NSW for the Senate and seat of Sydney and 
putting the Australian Greens fi rst in other NSW seats and states.

Special Printer Appeal
“I have read The Guardian over 
the years with great interest and 
relish the news and expert opinion 
it brings of which I can’t find in the 
mainstream media,” writes Alice 
Johnson in a letter accompanying 
a very generous and welcome 
contribution towards the appeal 
for a new printer/photocopier. 
The contribution is made as a 
legacy from her parents Phyllis 
and Johnno Johnson – two life-
long comrades whose untiring 
work for the Communist Party and 
the working class is well known 
to many readers. We appreciate 
your kind support for the work of 
the CPA and The Guardian. Our 
warmest thanks to this week’s 
contributors:
Legacy from Phyllis and Johnno 
Johnson $5,000, HM $520, G $300.
Cumulative total: $8,105.

HIROSHIMA 
NEVER AGAIN
The Hiroshima Day Committee 
is organising a candle-lit proces-
sion and rally on Hiroshima 
Day (Friday, August 6, 6pm), at 
Belmore Park (opposite Central 
Railway Station).

Speakers include:
• Kate Dewes, Vice-President, 

International Peace Bureau
• Professor Richard Broinowski, 

Sydney University
• Dennis Doherty, Australian Anti-

Bases Campaign Coalition
Chair: Radhika Raju, CFMEU.
In spite of having gone off the 

public agenda in the last decade, 
nuclear weapons continue to present 
a threat to civilisation, the human 
species, and 95 percent of land-based 
living things.

The US and Russia, with approxi-
mately 23,000 nuclear warheads 
between them, have 95 percent of all 
the nuclear warheads there are and 
retain the ability to make the planet 

uninhabitable in about 40-90 minutes 
and to do so by accident.

They maintain approximately 
5,000 warheads between them on 
high-alert, capable of being launched 
in less than two minutes.

Computer simulations of the 
effects of large-scale use of nuclear 
weapons done with the same atmos-
pheric models used to model global 
warming, conclude that the use of 
2,000 - 4,000 warheads by the US and 
Russia, most likely as a result of com-
puter error, would still end civilisation 
and possibly the human species as well 
as most living things on land.

A “regional” nuclear war between 
India and Pakistan using as little as 
0.3% of global nuclear warheads and 
0.03% of megatonnage, would still 
cause up to a billion deaths from the 
ensuing global famine.

The only way to ensure that 
there is no further spread of nuclear 
weapons and that terrorists never 

obtain any is to eliminate them com-
pletely by means of a global Nuclear 
Weapons Convention.

Most of the world’s governments 
support the idea of a nuclear weapons 
convention.

The Labor Party pledged to “drive 
the agenda” on a nuclear weapons 
convention before it came to power, 
but we have heard almost nothing of 
that idea from it since then.

Other governments have 
expressed massive support for the 
idea. Australia has been left in the 
rearguard by the nations of the world.

Australia should get behind the 
idea of a global nuclear weapons 
convention, and a fast track to zero 
nuclear weapons.

Show your support for a nuclear 
weapons-free world by coming to 
Belmore Park on August 6 at 6pm.
For further info:
www.hiroshimacommittee.org
info@hiroshimacommittee.org 

Apology
I unreservedly withdraw the remarks in relation to Les 
Crofton in the series part 5 of the The struggle for 
Brisbane’s urban transport (Guardian July 28, 2010). 

In it I stated that the most telling feature was the lack of 
support from the amalgamated union and the meeting 
with the left caucus of the Labor Party. I also wrote of 
the different instructions in the state offi ce and the Bus 
Division offi ce over a 24-hour stoppage. Any different 
advice from the state offi ce may not have been the 
responsibility of Les Crofton and it is unfair to attribute 
it to him, nor was it the decisive factor in the return to 
work.

The presentation of this material is strongly contested 
by Mr Crofton who states that the comments are untrue.

My comments are poorly framed and unnecessary for 
the validity of the article.

I apologise unreservedly for the inclusion of this 
material in my article.

The Isolation of the Bus division at the time was 
widespread and not the responsibility of Mr Les Crofton.

David Matters

On Saturday July 24 the city of Fremantle in Western 
Australia wore the colours of the Cuban Revolution. The 
Australia-Cuba Friendship Society (ACFS) threw a big 
Revolution party, a unique event for Perth.

The party kicked off with a warm welcome from Cuban 
ambassador to Australia, Mr Abelardo Curbelo, who kindly 
accepted the invitation to visit Western Australia for the 
celebrations. He highlighted the signifi cance of the historical 
event, the spark of the Cuban revolution, in the city of Santiago 
de Cuba which sees the town shut down its activities for a week 
to dance the days and nights away to rhythms of Cuban music.

Almost 200 people attended the big revolution party which 
featured local band Latin Fusion. ACFS secretary Elizabeth 
Hulm talked to people about the aims of the friendship society 
in Perth that for 16 years has been strengthening the friendship 
between the peoples of Australia and Cuba.

She told the attendees that it is only their solidarity that 
would enable the ACFS to raise the dollars needed to fund 
this year’s project in the province of Las Tunas, Cuba. ACFS 
Perth is currently sponsoring the rebuilding of the local school 
for children with special needs whose dream is to attend the 
Paralympics sometime in the future.

Branch president Vinnie Molina invited those present to 
visit Cuba in the upcoming Southern Cross brigade to Cuba 
due to depart on Boxing Day. He also talked on the plight of 
the Cuban Five men unjustly incarcerated in US prisons for 
no crime and are unable to get visits by their wives. The night 
ended at midnight with a chant of Viva Cuba! 

Perth commemorated 
the 57th anniversary of 
the assault on the Moncada Barracks
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Peter Mac

The tiny NSW coastal village of 
Catherine Hill Bay is back in the 
news again. Last year the NSW 
Land and Environment Court 
ruled that the government’s 
rezoning and prior approval of 
a development application for 
massive new housing complexes 
near the existing historic mining 
cottages was illegal.

The development that the govern-
ment favoured would have resulted 
in the construction of 600 new 
houses alongside 60 of the town’s 
nineteenth-century cottages, as well 
as 187 houses at nearby Gwandalan. 
However, the Court found that the 
transfer of 300 hectares of land by 
one of the developers for inclusion in 
the state’s National Parks constituted 
a “land bribe”, and that the former 
Planning Minister, Frank Sartor, had 
“committed himself to bringing a 
partial mind to the applications”.

The Court’s decision had 

far-reaching implications for other 
proposed developments that involved 
the transfer of land as part of the 
approval process, and was a huge 
embarrassment for the government. 
The new Minister for Planning, Tony 
Kelly, is now to consider a revised 
development application that has been 
submitted by the developers, and is 
simultaneously proposing to enter 126 
of the village’s 19th century houses on 
the State’s heritage list. If the proposal 
is successful, they will achieve a fairly 
reliable degree of protection.

Irrepressible greed
The application for heritage sta-

tus is certainly welcome. However, 
it will not, apparently, prevent the 
inclusion of new unsympathetic 
housing developments within the 
heritage-listed area. As Kelly himself 
commented last week: “If the listing is 
approved, major developments within 
the precinct will need to respect the 
area’s signifi cant heritage values” 
(emphasis added).

Moreover, development around 
the town is still an issue. As The 
Guardian noted at the time of the 
Court case, “…it is entirely possible 
that the developers will make a new 
application, which the government 
will support. … For her part [Kristina 
Keneally], the current Minister for 
Planning… has also stated that she 
will not revoke the land rezoning, 
which had been carried out as part of 
the development process. This leaves 
the way open for (the developers) the 
Rose Group and Coal and Allied to 
lodge new development applications, 
as they are still entitled to do.”

And that’s exactly what’s hap-
pened. The original development 
applications included proposals for 
construction of housing up to nine 
storeys high on land to the west and 
south of the village, and on land north 
of Gwandalan. These proposals were 
opposed by local residents, including 
the Gwandaland Summerland Point 
Group, (which took the matter to 
Court), as well as the Catherine Hill 

Progress Association and the National 
Trust. However, the developers are 
still proposing to carry out this part 
of the original proposal.

Local residents are not opposed to 
some new development, but opposi-
tion to a massive new housing propos-
al is as fi erce as ever, and is coming 
from many quarters. Last week Lake 
Macquarie Council declared that the 
government had “still not addressed 
the underlying issues” and that 

“studies have not been prepared 
that prove that development of this 
land can be accommodated without 
signifi cant social and environmental 
impacts on the area”.

One local resident commented: 
“Now that there will be a new 
(application) we really hope that we 
have a chance to bring those dwell-
ing numbers down. It’s still 820 
houses on top of 100. We argue this 
is overwhelming”. 

Historic photo of mine workers at Catherine Hill Bay.

Catherine Hill Bay
They just can’t keep their hands off it!

Harp
Community worker and researcher from 
Rosebery
I’m sick and tired of the major parties playing political football with 
refugees and supporting big corporations while the average Australians 
lack basic needs.

Australia should be an equal place where people have a fair go. It’s not 
at the moment. The two party system doesn’t give Australians a fair go.

I support Denis and the Communist Alliance which is helping towards 
making Australia a fairer place.

Max
Glebe Resident

Basically the two major parties are right wing parties that don’t offer 
much for a voter like me.  They are all tweelddum and tweedledee.

It’s much healthier for democracy if we have parties like the 
Communist Alliance that really has something to offer.

To me the greatest disappointment has been the Labor Party and the 
fact that they fund so heavily the private schools. How can it call itself 
the party of labour or claim to be for the workers?  What sort of a party is 
that?

The dead hand of major foreign corporations is all over the two major 
parties. They care for them not for us.

Bill
Retired teacher from Annandale

I really cannot see our desperately important problems being solved 
in the capitalist system.  I mean the problems of climate change and 
disarmament.

The two major parties aren’t willing to take global warming seriously 
and are continuing to stall and pretend.

How many nuclear weapons do we still have? It is time for them to go.
How long can we keep going at this rate? Another 50 or 100 years! We 

have to take a radical turn away from a system based on greed.
That’s why I’m voting for a progressive party like the Communist 

Alliance on August 21.

Amanda
Business Analyst from Rozelle

The policies of the Communist Alliance are sound and based on 
humanitarian values.

The Communist Alliance stands for pro-worker policies and actively 
supports action on climate change.

Communists have had a long history of supporting Indigenous rights 
which stretches backs for decades and now the Communist Alliance is 
working against the Northern Territory Intervention and continuing the 
great work started by others.

I believe that the Communist Alliance has a solid background of work-
ing for all Australians and the community. 

Why I’m voting for the 
Communist Alliance

Pete’s Corner

Communist Alliance campaign
The Communist Alliance federal election campaign 
has got off to a good start following a vibrant launch 
a few weeks ago. So far at least six street stalls have 
been organised and more than 10,000 leafl ets have 
been distributed. The fi nal total will be 50,000 with a 
number of extra leafl ets on specifi c local issues. So far 
these include health services, unemployment, workers' 
rights and the planned Barangaroo development on 
Sydney's foreshore.

Media releases on local and state-wide issues are 
being sent out almost daily and a video of Brenda 
Kellaway, Communist Alliance Senate candidate, can 
be seen via our website and will be aired shortly on 
SBS and local TV in the Hunter area.

Election workers report that there is some interest 
in the Communist Alliance. There is also unfortunately 
a great deal of apathy, which workers for the Greens 
and the ALP also confi rm.

Go to www.communist-alliance.org.au to see the 
Communist Alliance policies and to register to help 
with the campaign. If you live outside NSW you can 
still assist with a fi nancial contribution, which would be 
greatly appreciated.We still need more people in NSW 
to work on stalls, letterbox leafl ets and work on booths 
on polling day August 21. 
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Questions need to be asked of Tony 
Abbott and Julia Gillard about 
what sort of country do we want 
live in after it was reaffi rmed that 
1,500 fl y-in, fl y-out construction 
workers in Western Australia will 
continue to face prosecution in 
the Federal Court, after going on 
strike in December and January 
to protest against the loss of 
individual private accommodation. 
The workers are now facing fi nes 
of up to $28,000 each. If the fi nes 
are not paid, the workers, members 
of the Construction Division of the 
CFMEU, will be held in contempt 
of court and will face jail.

Woodside is taking action 
against each worker as is the 
Australian Building and Construction 
Commission (ABCC), the government 
body that polices building workers 
and their unions.

The workers were placed in a 
position where they felt they had no 
option but to take unilateral action 
after they believed the initial terms 
of their employment contract were 
violated. Woodside, without any nego-
tiation, had changed their permanent 
accommodation arrangements by 
introducing “motelling”.

Workers who worked away from 
home up to nine and ten months of 
the year liked the surety and feeling 
of permanency that came with them 
living in the same donger. Woodside 
showed no sympathy for the social 
disconnection suffered by workers 
and instituted a system whereby 

workers would have to constantly 
change from shift to shift where they 
lived on-site.

This draconian action if pursued 
by Woodside and the ABCC has the 
potential to see:
• Workers and their families lose 

their homes
• Marriage breakdowns and 

increased stress on relationships
• Increase in suicide rates due to 

stress and worry with having to 
pay a large debt to the courts.

In the midst of a national skills 
shortage this action will not encourage 
workers to place themselves within 
such an oppressive environment, only 
adding to a shortage of labour supply 
and putting future investment projects 
in the North West and elsewhere at 
risk, the CFMEU said.

Tony Abbott was the chief archi-
tect of the laws – he instituted the 
ABCC as a result of the Cole Royal 
Commission before the commissioner 
had even handed down his fi ndings!

Julia Gillard has done nothing to 
repeal the laws, only attempting to 
make minor amendments.

The union says that as future 
leaders of the country, Gillard and 
Abbott need to be asked how they feel 
about laws which have the potential 
to fi nancially ruin and jail working 
class Australians “who work their guts 
out everyday to build and provide all 
Australians with their energy needs 
and much needed revenue for the 
national coffers. Will they change 
these draconian laws?” 

Do Gillard and Abbott 
support 1,500 workers 
being fined $46 million?

Mark Hayward

July 26 saw the fi rst of a number 
of planned stop-work meetings of 
Patient Support Service workers 
at Western Australia’s major 
hospitals. The meetings were 
called in response to the lack of 
good faith bargaining by the WA 
government’s team and their bel-
ligerence. The Liquor, Hospitality 
and Miscellaneous Workers’ Union 
(LHMU) negotiating team has 
had four meetings with the health 
department offi cials to date and 
the mood of the government is 
becoming increasingly hostile.

A number of trade-offs have 
been put on the table by the govern-
ment and this was the primary rea-
son for the stop-works being called. 
In the current hospital support work-
ers’ agreement there are clauses that 
specifi cally ban contracting out (pri-
vatisation) of hospital services and 
these clauses are top of the list for 
removal by the government side.

News so far is that 180 workers 
from Royal Perth Hospital and 40 
from SPC (Shenton Park Campus) 
as well as 60 from Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital overwhelmingly 
said “no trade offs’’ and decided 
to conduct a ballot of members to 
send a message to the Barnett gov-
ernment to come to the table to talk, 
not dictate.

It is very clear that the trade-
offs announced by the government 
side are aimed at the removal of 
any obstacles to the privatisation 
of essential hospital services such 
as patient care assistants, cleaners, 
orderlies, physios, occupational 
therapists, in fact all services under 
nursing and doctors.

The effects of such privatisation 
will, as we have witnessed before in 
the 1990s, be dirty hospitals, a loss 
of public accountability, reduced 
standards of care, an introduction 
of the profi t motive into a public 
service and huge job losses. In gen-
eral, a health care system pushed 

down to a price and not built up to 
a standard.

It was stated at the last meeting 
by a senior health department offi -
cial that their intent is to open up 
these services to “market forces’’. 
Is this what the people of WA want? 
Not according to polls that show 73 
percent of those contacted disagree 
with privatisation of hospital serv-
ices. The defence of the public sec-
tor is vital to the public of Western 
Australia.

Governments are custodians 
of our public enterprises and not 
its owners. They have no right 
to fl og off what isn’t theirs. Join 
the fi ght to defend the public 
health care system by reading 
the Communist Party web site at 
www.cpa.org.au and the LHMU 
site www.inpublichands.com .

Write to your local newspa-
per or contact your local MLA to 
express your solidarity with the 
public hospitals and their dedicated 
staff that could well be called upon 
to care for your loved ones at any 
time, irrespective of income level or 
social status.

It should be noted that the plans 
to privatise essential services at the 
Albany regional hospital have been 
thwarted by a successful campaign 
by union members and the public 
that clearly did not want their hos-
pital’s services privatised. 

Fight against privatisation 
of WA health

Telstra cuts customer 
service again
Telstra is continuing with its 
plans to “lay-off” as redundant, 
the 900 operational employees, 
as announced several weeks ago. 
These redundancies are separate 
from the recently announced inten-
tion to make over 300 senior and 
middle level managers redundant.

The laying off of the 900 direct 
customer-facing and other customer-
serving employees is a further attack 
on the customer service standards in 
Telstra, contrary to the undertakings 
of the CEO David Thodey.

For example, many “blue chip” 
companies will experience longer 
delays in service restoration and 
other aspects of their communications 
systems service as a result of making 
critical, highly skilled technical staff 
redundant in Telstra’s data centres in 
Sydney and Melbourne.

As a further example, after mak-
ing the highly skilled technical staff 
in Telstra’s Clayton Victoria, Global 
Operations Centre (GOC) redundant, 
Telstra deliberately downgraded some 
of the “alert systems” at the GOC so 
that customer service failures and 
diffi culties would only be addressed 
“in hours” and therefore customer 
service failures would not be cor-
rected until the next day or until after 
the weekend.

More Telstra personnel in regional 
areas are being made redundant, 
reducing Telstra’s capacity to respond 
to service failures and provision of 
new services and further reducing 
spending/buying power in the coun-
try areas.

Figures from the Tele com-
munications Industry Ombudsman 
(TIO) for 2009 showed an overall 
130% increase in complaint-han-
dling issues and a 72% increase in 
complaints about customer service 
in telecommunications companies 
including Telstra. And while the TIO 
subsequently reported a small drop 
in the complaints numbers for the 
fi rst three months of 2010, the total 
number of complaints still exceeded 
50,000 in the quarter.

Telstra has made an “in princi-
ple” agreement with NBN Co and 
the federal government, to rollout a 
national fi bre-to-the-home project, 
the biggest project since the Snowy 
River Scheme. The ink is not dry on 
the agreement and Telstra is shedding 
the very skilled labour that will be 
vital to the project and many of these 
skilled, trained workers will be lost 
to the industry.

“This is a management that 
is devoid of any ideas of how to 
solve the company’s current and 
future problems, other than rely-
ing on the ‘blunt weapon’ of mass 
redundancies every year,” said Len 
Cooper, Victorian branch secretary 
of the Communication, Electrical and 
Plumbing Union. “The outcomes of 
these redundancies will further erode 
customer service in a company with 
an appalling record, and this is com-
pletely contrary to the CEO’s commit-
ments to the public, the shareholders 
and the regulators,” he said.

“The redundancies of critical 
customer serving staff must stop.” 

cpasa.blogspot.comcpasa.blogspot.com
Official blog of the CPA South Australia
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The Australian government’s 
efforts to prevent a meeting of 
Pacific island states backfired 
last month, as 12 small island 
states attended the gathering 
in Nadadola, Fiji on July 23. 
Fijian Prime Minister Frank 
Bainimarama called on the 
other Pacifi c nations “to break the 
shackles of the past”. It was time 
to move beyond “the traditional 
spheres of infl uence dictated to 
by our colonial past by certain 
metropolitan powers,” he said.

The Solomon Islands, Kiribati 
and Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Tonga, the 
Federated States of Micronesia, the 
Marshall Islands, Nauru, East Timor, 
Papua New Guinea, Niue, NZ territory 
Tokelau and French colony Wallis 
and Futuna took part in the meeting 
despite Australia’s efforts to prevent 
it. The meeting was organised fol-
lowing the cancellation of a summit 
in Fiji of the Melanesian Spearhead 
Group (MSG) by its chair Vanuatu, 
under pressure from Australia. 
Australia’s subsequent attempts to 
halt the alternative meeting organised 
by Fiji, under the title “Engaging the 
Pacifi c”, failed dismally.

Commodore Bainimarama took 
power in the 2006 military coup, 
and set about building an economi-
cally independent Fiji, and preparing 
the way for elections in 2014 on the 
basis of a new constitution. Since 
the coup, Australia has successfully 
pushed for Fiji’s suspension from the 
Commonwealth and Pacifi c Islands 
Forum. In addition, Australia, the 
US, the European Union and New 
Zealand have all imposed sanctions 
on Fiji for refusing to hold democratic 
elections now.

Australia hypocritically talks 
about democratic rights, when its 
main concern is the loss of an ally in 
the former prime minister who was 
Australia’s man, and the direction 
of the new government’s foreign 
affairs and trade policies. Fiji recently 
decided to join the non-aligned 
movement of more than 100 third 
world countries and is considering 
an invitation from the Arab League 

to collaborate in political issues and 
in the areas of investment and trade 
partnerships.

China is making investments in 
the region and strengthening relations 
with the islands including Fiji. It all 
comes down to the politics of the 
new government – and in the case 
of Fiji they are very disturbing to 
the Australian government with its 
ambitions to rule the Pacifi c.

Australia’s interference was the 
height of arrogance, lacking respect 
for the sovereignty and independence 
of these small states. The states whose 
representatives met in Nadadola 
have been the victims of decades of 
colonialism and standover tactics by 
Australia, the US, the British, French 
and other European powers. Their 
poverty and lack of development 
under successive imperial powers left 
them extremely poor and dependent. 
Clearly, they have had enough.

Australia made itself very 
unpopular at Copenhagen with its 
attempts to kill the Kyoto Protocol 
and buy off desperate small states. 
They have not forgotten Australia’s 
interventions in Papua New Guinea 
and the Solomon Islands with police, 
military forces and administrators. 
Nauru has also been plundered by 
Australian corporations.

Australia has a shocking record 
in relation to East Timor: supporting 
the Indonesian occupation, carving 
up its oil resources with Indonesia; 
and ignoring requests for Woodside, 
an Australian company, to build its 
gas processing plant in East Timor.

The Nadadola meeting issued a 
Communiqué setting out an independ-
ent path for the Pacifi c Small Island 
States (PSIS) based on cooperation 
and partnerships on a range of issues. 
They reaffi rmed their special cultural 
bonds and ties and indicated support 
for the processes being undergone in 
Fiji and for Fiji’s “full participation 
in regional development”.

They recommended the strength-
ening of economic ties with Asia. 
The communiqué made a number of 
points about conserving the ocean’s 
resources and called for the disburse-
ment of funds committed on climate 
change mitigation and adaptation 

initiatives. Australia has so far failed 
dismally to carry out its international 
responsibilities to developing nations 
and provide the necessary fi nancial 
and technological assistance.

The meeting supported the setting 
up of a Regional Police Academy. 
Papua New Guinea PM Sir Michael 
Somare said, “I think this is a very 
good idea and it will mean engaging 
more of our own people than relying 
on Australia and New Zealand.”

Murdoch’s Australian newspaper 
asks: “How do we coax Fiji, the com-
munications, administrative and cul-
tural hub of the Pacifi c, back towards 
the values that the rest of us hold 
dear?” (23-07-2010) In other words, 
how can Australia re-establish its 
neo-colonial domination and run the 
Pacifi c in the interests of Woodside 
and the other big corporations they 
represent?

The answer from Fiji and the 
Pacifi c is that they will be pursuing 
Pacifi c values, asserting their inde-
pendence and sovereignty, engaging 
the Pacifi c and looking beyond their 
former colonial powers. 

Australia

Ruling the Pacific or 
engaging the Pacific?

Fijian Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama.

Workers at the Austar coalmine near Cessnock say their employ-
er has been spying on them after a tiny surveillance camera was 
allegedly found hidden inside a coal washery offi ce. The camera 
was found taped to the inside of a cardboard “arch fi le” folder, 
with antennae apparently transmitting signals to a computer. 
A Cessnock mineworker, Kenneth Harris, alleges Austar Coal 
Mine Pty Ltd has breached the Workplace Surveillance Act. The 
Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union (CFMEU) is 
backing Mr Harris. Peter Jordan, a CFMEU district president, said 
the camera was found by workers on March 1 and stayed in place 
until March 15, when the company found the union knew about it.

Nauru’s Foreign Minister told reporters that asylum seekers 
there were “treated very well” and were able to swim, cycle, 
study and participate in community activities. His remarks came 
after the Opposition here in Australia started talking about reac-
tivating the refugee centre in Nauru. The rosy picture painted 
by the cash-strapped island state which is happy to get mon-
ey for anything, is in stark contrast to the opinion of mental 
health professionals. The director of the Victorian Foundation 
for Survivors of Trauma and Torture, Paris Aristotle, stated that 
the team sent to assess the last 27 people in detention in Nauru 
concluded that “virtually all were at a point of serious psychologi-
cal distress and extremely high numbers were regularly talking 
about suicide”. Mr Aristotle further noted that a regional pro-
cessing centre on its own was not a solution to boat arrivals.

In the current election campaign major parties seem to use every 
issue as a populist attack to marginalise and set one group of 
people against another. Law and order, refugees… Everybody is 
usually aware of the tricks but there are enough people falling 
for these crude methods. The population debate had not real-
ly progressed very far when Tony Abbott had announced that a 
Coalition government would cut the annual immigration intake 
to 170,000 places, compared to a peak of 300,000 two years 
ago. He refused to be specifi c about the 130,000 places to be 
slashed but it seems that foreign students are under the gun. 
As it stands at the moment the number of international students 
have already declined dramatically due to the fi nancial crisis.

Unions will seek to use a test case before Fair Work Australia to 
impose limits on the deliberate offshoring of Australian jobs. The 
Australian and International Pilots Association claims Qantas is 
undermining the spirit and intent of the Fair Work Act by allow-
ing NZ pilots to be paid an estimated 40 percent less than the 
Australian standard rate. The association says pilots work-
ing for the airline’s NZ-based subsidiary are doing the bulk of 
trans-Tasman fl ying. Last year the work was done by the better-
paid Qantas pilots. The ACTU’s intervention in the matter was 
welcomed by the Pilots Association as this case has wider impli-
cations for Australian workers – far beyond the aviation industry.

Perth

5th Latin American Film Festival in Australia 5th Latin American Film Festival in Australia – – Black Butterfly (Peru)
7pm Friday August 6 (final sreening of festival) Perth Tango Club, Lesser Hall 82 Cambridge St West Leederville

08 9271 0555 www.perthtangoclub.com FREE ENTRY

65th anniversary of the bombing of65th anniversary of the bombing of

HIROSHIMAHIROSHIMA
August 6 1945August 6 1945

Time to abolish Nuclear Weapons!Time to abolish Nuclear Weapons!
Australian troops out of Afghanistan!Australian troops out of Afghanistan!

Hiroshima Never AgainHiroshima Never Again
Candlelight procession and RallyCandlelight procession and Rally

6 pm Friday August 6 Belmore Park near Central Railway6 pm Friday August 6 Belmore Park near Central Railway

SYDNEY
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The bells are tolling on Palm Islan
Keith McEwan

It was shortly after we adopted an orphan-
age-bound, Aboriginal baby in 1961 that I 
fi rst learnt about the plight of those living 
on Palm Island, a location far removed from 
suburban Melbourne where our family lived. 
This came about when I read a booklet 
(which I still have in my possession) “The 
Struggle For Dignity” published by the 
Council for Aboriginal Rights (Vic.) 1962.

In explaining the harsh and arbitrary 
treatment infl icted on those sent to this penal 
settlement off the coast of Queensland, near 
Townsville, a woman confi ned there in 1956, 
stated: “Mail had to be smuggled out of the 
settlement otherwise if we post letters through 
the offi ce on Palm Island they are opened up 
and destroyed and we are called up before the 
Superintendent and severely punished. We are 
put in jail and only given two blankets and fed 
with bread and water for a week.”

Women were enclosed by wire-netting in a 
dormitory and when they went out to work, or 
to collect their pay, they were escorted by the 
Native police. Life was very tough for women, 
both the young and old. They were locked up 
at six pm and allowed no entertainment. Girls 
who escaped were given six weeks in jail, their 
hair was shaved and they were given a bag 
dress to wear.

Expectant mothers visiting Townsville 
Hospital for medical attention were placed in 
the Townsville jail while awaiting admission 
to the hospital.

Over the years since then, along with too 
few others, I have been hearing the bells on Palm 
Island tolling – often faintly and intermittently, 
but on one occasion, more loudly, when it was 
widely reported that this naturally beautiful 
island, the home to Indigenous Australians 
drawn, over generations, from 50 Queensland 
tribes, was the most lawless place on earth.

Then the bells tolled once again when 
Mulrunji Doomadgee was killed in a police cell 
on November 19, 2004 on Palm Island and riots 
took place there after the autopsy on the cause 
of his death was read out to a public meeting. 
At this time all Australia knew that Palm Island 
was in crisis.

While living far way in Central Victoria, 
due mainly to articles in The Australian by Tony 
Koch I have been able to gain an insight into 
the failings and bias of the law-enforcement 
agencies in Queensland. It was only after public 
outrage that Senior Sergeant Chris Hurley was 
charged with killing his Aboriginal prisoner 
(this being the fi rst prosecution in the long his-
tory of Aboriginal deaths in custody – Sergeant 

Hurley was acquitted, but coronial inquests and 
inquiries have continued until mid-2010, and 
look certain to keep going).

Recent books, such as The Tall Man by 
Chloe Hooper and Palm Island Through a Long 
Lens by Joanne Watson, provide an insight into 
the tragic death of Mulrunji Doomadgee and an 
understanding of the hellish life experienced 
by the Indigenous people forcibly sent to this 
island from the reserves and missions, since its 
formation in 1918 as a detention centre and a 
punishment reserve.

Sent there for committing trivial and fabri-
cated offences or speaking up for basic human 
rights, they were labelled “incorrigible”, “dan-
gerous”, “destitute” and even “communist”. 
Many would remain separated from their fami-
lies and communities for the rest of their lives.

When, in April 2010, I mentioned to peo-
ple in Townsville that I intended to visit Palm 
Island, their faces went blank and words failed 
them. The young girls at the ferry booking offi ce 
looked surprised at my request for such infor-
mation and had diffi culty fi nding it. From their 
reaction it seems that most of the people they 
were dealing with were travelling to Magnetic 
Island, a popular close-by holiday destination.

The ferry car-parking attendant I talked 
to indicated that perhaps he should visit Palm 
Island to see for himself as he had heard that 
the scenery was very beautiful but added that 
when the young men from there came over to 
Townsville they caused trouble.

When I questioned why this might be he 
muttered it was “political” and left it at that.

I was then surprised to learn that the ferry 
to Palm Island went only on certain days and 
after completing the only journey of two hours 
on a given day, it returned that same day, 10 
minutes after arriving, leaving no time for visi-
tors to look around unless they were prepared 
to stay overnight.

Moreover, I was told by the ferry booking 
staff that the only hotel on the island did not 
offer overnight accommodation. Air travel to 
Palm offered a better service but the cost for 
the 70-kilometre fl ight was prohibitive.

As there were so few shops and services on 
the Island, most residents would need to travel 
to Townsville for many of the commodities and 
requirements they sought. I could not ascertain 
what affordable overnight accommodation was 
available to them in Townsville and wondered if 
they stayed with friends or relatives while there.

Realising that a journey to Palm Island was 
out of the question due to budget restraints, I 
set out in my very short stay to speak to likely 
informed people in Townsville about present-day 
life for the people living on this troubled Island.

Calling on a senior welfare offi cer in 
Townsville, who visits Palm Island regularly, I 
was told that over 90 percent of the adult popula-
tion there were unemployed. He explained that 
while considerable funds went to this Island 
in welfare payments for the 4,000 residents, 
there was an absence of retail and commercial 
outlets for goods and services to be purchased, 
apart from a general store and one or two shops.

In his opinion, this restriction resulted in 
many dispirited people spending money on 
grog, resulting in alarming levels of domestic 
violence, assaults and theft.

When I raised the issue of racism, my 
informant then stated that he had worked for 
UN agencies in third-world countries emerging 
from colonialism and found Australia a very 
racist country with racist ill-feeling for the 
Indigenous people deep-seated in Townsville.

His comments did not surprise me as I 
was aware the trial of Lex Wotton and other 
Palm Island Aborigines accused of rioting was 
moved from Townsville to Brisbane after a 
survey, commissioned by Mr Wotton’s legal 
team, found that less than 5 percent of the city’s 
residents had a positive attitude towards Palm 
Island’s Aboriginal residents. (The conditions 
of Lex Wotton’s parole are that he not speak to 
the media, not attend public meetings on Palm 
Island without prior approval, must attend the 
Men’s Elders Group and is prohibited from 
gambling or attend any premises where gam-
bling is conducted: Edit)

Having no other contacts in Townsville, I 
was fortunate to meet an Aboriginal maintenance 
worker on the Strand foreshore – with its most 
attractive clusters of palm trees spread over 
three kilometres along the sea-front.

When I mentioned to this man that I 
intended to visit Palm Island, if I could, he told 
me that his mother was taken there from her 
home in Northern Queensland when she was a 
child 50-odd years ago. She was never to see 
her family again. (As Joanne Watson explains 
in her book, this was a common experience).

When I enquired about racism in Townsville, 
the young man told me that he was being racially 
abused by a co-worker and had notifi ed his 
supervisor of this harassment.

Later that day, while walking in the city 
centre, I passed by many Indigenous people at 
the bus terminal and was struck by the manner 
in which they stood silently or walked around, 
mostly alone, with expressionless faces. They 
showed little animation and were not conversing 
with each other.

As I walked slowly past them I recalled 
some lines from Henry Lawson’s poem, Faces 
in the Street: “Drifting past, drifting past, To 

the beat of weary feet…While I sorrow for the 
owners of those faces in the street.”

It seems that little has changed since CD 
Rowley’s meritorious study of Aboriginal 
Australia, published in three books by Penguin 
in 1972, compared the ongoing development 
of Townsville with the stagnation of Palm 
Island. Rowley saw the latter as an island jail, 
belonging to the frontier’s past. And it seems 
to me that as long as populist governments 
continue to be elected, the future for Indigenous 
Australians living on this island does indeed 
look bleak.

I regret to say that this 84-year-old pen-
sioner, with his walking stick, never made it 
to Palm Island.

However I left Townsville determined to 
discover how the courageous Indigenous people 
of Palm Island with their unquenchable spirit, 
can set about overcoming decades of trauma 
and transform a purpose-built penal settlement 
into a stable community of socially engaged 
people, gainfully employed and with health, 

The ferry to Palm Island went only on certain days and
it returned that same day, 10 minutes after arriving.

1.  Images of Mr Doomadgee, who was 
ruthlessly murdered by police whilst in 
custody on Palm Island on November 19, 
2004.

2.  The sisters of Mulrunji Doomadgee, 
Valmae Aplin (centre) and Jane 
Doomadgee (right), are comforted by 
friend Sharyn Brown outside court.

3.  Lex Wotton was sentenced to seven years 
in jail for his part in the riots that erupted 
on November 24, 2004 after the autopsy 
results were released.

4.  Mulrunji Doomadgee's family has 
continually fought for justice.

5.  Mourners lead a funeral procession for 
Cameron “Mulrunji” Doomadgee on 
Palm Island.
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education and other facilities available to all, 
as it is on the mainland.

For this to happen, as Joanne Watson has 
stated in the conclusion of her book, “Generosity, 
compassion and assistance are required…Palm 
Island was once our Alcatraz; today it is a litmus 
test of our ‘progress’ ”.

– Keith McEwan, May 2010
Footnote: Due to our caring daughter, 
Dawn, taking leave from her work in 
Canberra for a week in mid-April, I was 
offered respite from my daily visits to my 
wife, June, who is residing in a residential 
care facility. I chose to try to investigate 
Palm Island for myself.
(Keith is a member of Civil Liberties 
Australia)
Palm Island Through a Long Lens, Joanne 
Watson, Aboriginal Studies Press, March 
2010, paperback, $34.95;  
The Tall Man, Chloe Hooper, Penguin 
Australia, Sept 2009, paperback, 
$24.95 
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Laying the groundwork 
for another disaster
Mike Whitney

Credit conditions are improving for specula-
tors and bubble-makers, but they continue 
to worsen for households, consumers and 
small businesses. An article in the Wall Street 
Journal confi rms that the Fed’s efforts to 
revive the so-called shadow banking system 
is showing signs of progress. Financial 
intermediaries have been taking advantage 
of low rates and easy terms to fund corpo-
rate bonds, stocks and mortgage-backed 
securities.

Thus, the refl ating of high-risk fi nancial 
assets has resumed, thanks to the Fed’s crisis-
engendering monetary policy and extraordinary 
rescue operations. Here’s an excerpt from the 
Wall Street Journal:

 “A new quarterly survey of lending by the 
Federal Reserve found that hedge funds and 
private-equity funds are getting better terms 
from lenders and that big banks have loosened 
lending standards generally in recent months. 
The survey, called the Senior Credit Offi cer 
Opinion Survey, focuses on wholesale credit 
markets, which the Fed said functioned better 
over the past quarter.” (“Survey shows credit 
fl ows more freely”, Sudeep Reddy, Wall Street 
Journal)

In contrast, bank lending and consumer 
loans continue to shrink at a rate of nearly 
5 percent per year. According to economist 
John Makin, there was a “sharp drop in credit 
growth, to a negative 9.7 percent annual rate 
over the three months ending in May.” Bottom 
line; the real economy is being strangled while 
unregulated shadow banks are re-leveraging 
their portfolios and skimming profi ts. Here’s 
more from the WSJ:

“Two-thirds of dealers said hedge funds 
in particular pushed harder for better rates and 
looser non-price terms, and they said some of the 
funds got better deals as a result....(while) The 
funding market for key consumer loans remained 
under stress, with a quarter of dealers reporting 
that liquidity and functioning in the market had 
deteriorated in recent months.” (“Survey shows 
credit fl ows more freely”, Sudeep Reddy, Wall 
Street Journal)

As the policy-making arm of the nation’s 
biggest banks, the Fed’s job is to enhance the 
profi t-generating activities of its constituents. 
That’s why Fed chair Ben Bernanke has worked 
tirelessly to restore the crisis-prone shadow 
banking system. As inequality grows and the 
depression deepens for working people, secu-
ritisation and derivatives offer a viable way 
to increase earnings and drive up shares for 
fi nancial institutions. The banks continue to 
post record profi ts even while the underlying 
economy is gripped by stagnation.

Central bank monetary policy is largely 
responsible for the worst fi nancial crisis since 
the Great Depression. Low interest rates and an 
unwillingness to reign in over-leveraged banks 
and non-banks triggered a run on the shadow 
system that left many depository institutions 
insolvent.

Eventually, the Fed was able to stop the 
bleeding by providing trillions of dollars in 
emergency relief and by issuing blanket gov-
ernment guarantees on complex bonds and 
securities that are currently worth roughly 
half of their original value. The Fed is now 
reconstructing this same system without any 
meaningful changes. The upward transfer of 
wealth continues as before.

The Federal Reserve Bank of New York’s 
own report confi rms that securitisation and 
massive leveraging contributes to systemic 
instability. Here’s an excerpt from the FRBNY’s 
“The Shadow Banking System: Implications for 
Financial Regulation”:

“The current fi nancial crisis has highlighted 
the growing importance of the ‘shadow banking 
system’, which grew out of the securitisation 
of assets and the integration of banking with 
capital market developments. This trend has 
been most pronounced in the United States, but 
it has had a profound infl uence on the global 
fi nancial system ... . Securitisation was intended 
as a way to transfer credit risk to those better 

able to absorb losses, but instead it increased the 
fragility of the entire fi nancial system by allow-
ing banks and other intermediaries to ‘leverage 
up’ by buying one another’s securities.” (“The 
Shadow Banking System: Implications for 
Financial Regulation”, Tobias Adrian and Hyun 
Song Shin, Federal Reserve Bank of New York)

The former President of FRBNY, William 
Dudley, made similar comments in a recent 
speech. He said, “This crisis was caused by 
the rapid growth of the so-called shadow bank-
ing system over the past few decades and its 
remarkable collapse over the past two years.”

The system can be fi xed by imposing capital 
and liquidity requirements on shadow banks and 
by maintaining strict underwriting standards on 
loans. Regulators need additional powers to 
check-up on institutions which presently oper-
ate outside their purview. Any institution that 
poses a risk to the rest of the system must be 
regulated by the state. Unfortunately, the Fed 
opposes such changes because they threaten the 
profi t-margins of its constituents. The Fed is 
paving the way for another catastrophe.

Securitisation creates strong incentives 
for fraud. Prior to the Lehman Bros default, 
structured securities, like bundled loans, were 
in great demand because investors were looking 
for Triple-A bonds with higher yields than US 
Treasuries and CDs. Bogus ratings convinced 
investors that mortgage-backed securities, 
asset-backed securities, and collateralised debt 
obligations were “risk free” when, in fact, many 
of the loans were made to applicants who had 
no ability to repay their debts. As foreclosures 
soared, fi nancial intermediaries demanded 
more collateral for the short-term loans which 
provided funding for the banks. That pushed 
asset prices down and slowed liquidity to a 
trickle. When the wholesale credit markets 
crashed, panicky investors ran for the exits. The 
meltdown in subprime was the spark that set the 
shadow system ablaze.

Even so, Bernanke has fought all attempts 
to strengthen regulations, raise capital require-
ments, or tighten lending standards. Thus, 
the pieces of the shadow system have been 

reassembled with no fundamental change. Now 
it appears that the Fed’s bubble-making efforts 
are starting to pay off. Here’s a clip from an 
article in the Wall Street Journal which clari-
fi es the point:

“Even as lenders struggle to pull themselves 
out of the credit crisis, signs of a new and poten-
tially dangerous infatuation with risky borrowers 
are emerging. From credit cards to auto loans to 
mortgages, the hunger for new business as the 
crisis ebbs is causing some fi nancial institutions 
to weaken lending standards and woo borrowers 
who mightn’t be able to pay...

“Credit-card issuers mailed 84.8 million 
offers of plastic to US subprime borrowers in 
the fi rst six months of this year. Fannie Mae, 
seized by the US government in 2008 to avert 
the mortgage company’s failure, launched an 
initiative in January that allows some fi rst-time 
home buyers to get a loan with a down payment 
of as little as $1,000....The thawing securitisation 
market for auto loans is helping AmeriCredit 
increase its loan staff and dealer network...
Kathleen Day, a spokeswoman for the Centre for 
Responsible Lending, said the consumer group 
is seeing banks re-enter the subprime market at 
a steady clip and make loans to borrowers who 
don’t have the ability to repay.

“There is no doubt that the credit supply still 
is tight....But some lenders are starting to take 
more chances on consumer loans. Many fi nancial 
institutions that survived the credit crisis and 
resulting recession are desperate for earnings 
growth.” (“Signs of Risky Lending Emerge” 
Ruth Simon, Wall Street Journal)

Financial system instability is no accident. 
It’s Central Bank policy. As fi nancial institutions 
discover they can no longer count on organic 
growth in the real economy to increase profi ts, 
(because consumers are too strapped to spend 
freely) they will rely more heavily on dodgy 
accounting, bogus ratings, opaque debt-instru-
ments, high-frequency trading and lax lending 
standards. This is the shadowy regime that 
Bernanke is trying so hard to rebuild. The Fed 
is laying the groundwork for another disaster.
Information Clearing House 

As the policy-making arm of the nation’s biggest banks, the Fed’s job is to enhance the 
profit-generating activities of its constituents. That’s why Fed chair Ben Bernanke has 
worked tirelessly to restore the crisis-prone shadow banking system. 
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Cuban Parliament President Ricardo 
Alarcon denounced the confi nement in 
a punishment cell (the hole) of Gerardo 
Hernandez, one of the five Cuban 
anti-terrorists unfairly imprisoned in 
the US.

Hernandez was thrown again into the 
hole on July 21, and Cuba’s procedures to 
contact prison authorities and the US State 
Department in order to clarify the situation 
have been unsuccessful, Alarcon told the 
press gathered at Havana’s Convention 
Centre.

He described the situation as very 
serious, since Gerardo is in a very small 
cell, of two metres long by one metre wide, 
which he shares with another prisoner and 
where ventilation is limited; they breathe 
through a small hole located at the top 
of a wall.

The US government knows that 
Gerardo suffers from some ailments, for 
which he had been asking for a medical 
examination since April. He was fi nally 
seen by a physician on July 20 and diag-
nosed with problems requiring treatment.

Apparently, the ailment is caused by 
a bacterium that, according to the physi-
cian, is circulating among inmates, some 
of whom have become seriously ill. He 
added that he also has problems with his 
blood pressure, something understandable 
because, in spite of being only 45 years 
old, he has been imprisoned under harsh 
conditions for almost 12 years now.

The other four are Antonio Guerrero, 
Fernando Gonzalez, Ramon Labañino and 
Rene Gonzalez, arrested on September, 
1998, and given excessive sentences 
for monitoring the activities of counter-
revolutionary groups planning criminal 
actions against the Cuban Revolution and 
its leaders.

The Cuban government says there is 
concern about his poor health – and above 

all the lack of specialised treatment – all 
the worse for being in the hole, because 
temperature in the prison is over 35 degrees 
Celsius.

“We denounce this very serious situ-
ation. We’re following the events,” said 
Alarcon. “We’re doing all we can and 
we have contacted his lawyers, but if 
there’s no clarifi cation on this problem, 
the National Assembly will have to issue 
a statement”, he stressed.

“Since we heard about this situation 
unoffi cially, we have been demanding 
the US authorities for a statement and we 
haven’t had an answer on what happened 
or why he has been punished,” he said.

Recently, his sister Isabel saw him 
and corroborated his situation, because 
he showed up on a visit bound in chains 
hand and foot and they spoke by telephone 
through a glass wall.

“We have no explanation whatsoever 
and it’s obvious to us that Gerardo was 
summoned by various offi cers from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations, who went 
to the prison and took part in his being 
thrown into the hole. Evidently is not an 
action carried out purely by the prison.

“The fact that this is the third time 
Gerardo is taken to the hole in moments 
of appealing procedures is curious, in this 
process of unfair imprisonment of our 
Five Heroes.

“He should be working with his 
lawyers on the arguments for his habeas 
corpus, and the US government knows 
that, clarifi ed the President of the Cuban 
Parliament.”

Alarcon said that at present, Gerardo 
is unable to have any contact with his law-
yers, receive mail or speak by telephone. 
He’s completely isolated and, consider-
ing his health, his integrity is put at risk, 
something the US government is entirely 
responsible for, he underlined. 

Alarcon denounces 
unexplained punishment of 
Gerardo Hernandez

Gerardo Hernandez.

United Kingdom:

Fat cats sink their claws 
into NHS
Controversial plans to put GPs 
in charge of the National Health 
Service (NHS) purse strings have 
raised fears that privatisation will 
be sneaked in through the back 
door. The radical shake-up of the 
NHS outlined by Health Secretary 
Andrew Lansley in a white paper, 
with further details to be pub-
lished, will move responsibility for 
health spending away from local 
primary care trusts and into the 
hands of GPs.

Mr Lansley said doctors were 
best placed to understand patients’ 
needs and how to spend money, 
which they will pay directly to the 
hospitals for each service that is 
carried out.

But concerns were raised over 
how they will be held accountable 
and whether they will have time 
to take on the extra work without 
commissioning private companies 
to do the donkey work for them.

Currently about 80 percent 
of the £100 billion NHS yearly 
budget is allocated to local health 
managers working for 152 pri-
mary care trusts who pay for 

patients in their area to be treated 
in hospital.

The new plans will mean GPs 
will work together in consortiums 
and decide how billions of pounds 
will be spent for hospital, mental 
health and community referrals.

Campaign group Health 
Emergency information direc-
tor John Lister said: “It’s hard to 
defend the existing model but this 
one is going to make things much 
worse.

“This model is absolutely 
entrenched in the market. The result 
allegedly boots bureaucracy out 
of one door but the consequence 
is that private companies will be 
recruited through the other door, 
wheeled in to do the work that the 
GP does not have time to do.”

He added it will also bring back 
a postcode lottery because local 
groups of GPs will follow their own 
area’s needs and not neighbouring 
ones.

The Unison union head of 
health Karen Jennings said that 
handing over 80 percent of the NHS 
budget from PCTs to GPs “must 

be carefully considered” and also 
warned of creeping privatisation.

She said: “At a time when NHS 
fi nances are increasingly tight, GPs 
with little commissioning experi-
ence may be required to use a new 
tier of private management consult-
ants, resulting in a worse deal for 
NHS patients and staff.”

NHS Confederation acting chief 
executive Nigel Edwards warned 
that the new system poses “quite 
signifi cant risks.”

He said the reform would move 
the NHS from a market in which a 
number of large organisations place 
big contracts to one more like the 
gas or telecoms market in which 
demand is shaped by many indi-
vidual purchasing decisions.

BMA GP committee deputy 
chairman Dr Richard Vautrey 
stressed that patients should be at 
the heart of any new proposals.

A spokesman for the 
Department of Health added: “The 
details of how this vision will take 
effect will be set out soon.”
Morning Star, 
Britain’s socialist daily. 

Vague pledge on 
Agent Orange
Visiting US Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton has lectured her 
Vietnamese hosts on human rights 
and issued vaguely worded pledges 
to help the developing country to 
tackle the horrifi c legacy of Agent 
Orange.

During the Vietnam war US 
warplanes sprayed 12,000,000 gal-
lons of the toxic chemical cocktail 
on the country to destroy forests in 
order to deprive resistance forces of 
cover and food.

After meeting her Vietnamese 
counterpart Pham Gia Khiem in Hanoi 
Ms Clinton expressed concern over 
the alleged “arrest and conviction of 

people for peaceful dissent, attacks on 
religious groups and curbs on internet 
freedom.”

She then pledged to increase 
US co-operation with Vietnam “and 
make even greater progress” on the 
consequences of Agent Orange.

About three million people have 
suffered from cancers, birth defects 
and other ailments due to the effects 
of the herbicide.

After her talks with Mr Pham, Ms 
Clinton attended a luncheon hosted 
by the local American Chamber of 
Commerce.
Morning Star 

Act Now
It is very important for every supporter 
of the Cuban Five and all justice loving 
to call, fax, mail or e-mail to the 
numbers and addresses on the right to 
demand that Gerardo be:
•  Returned immediately to the general 

population
• Receive urgent medical attention
•  Allowed visits by his wife Adriana 

Perez
•  Given space and respect as he 

prepares for his appeals

US State Department Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton
2201 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520
Phone Number: + 1-202-647-4000
Fax Number: + 1-202-647-2283

Federal Bureau of Prisons
Director Harley G Lappin
320 First St, NW,
Washington, DC 20534
Phone Number: + 1 202-307-3198
E-mail: info@bop.gov

President Barack Obama
White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20500
Phone Number: + 1 202-456-1111
Fax Number: + 1 202-456-2461
Web Site Form: www.whitehouse.gov/contact

US Justice Department
Attorney General Eric Holder
US Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530-0001
Phone Number: 202-514-2000 
Comment Line: 202-353-1555 
E-mail: AskDOJ@usdoj.gov

International Committee for the 
Freedom of the Cuban 5

For the latest developments on the 
case stay tuned to: www.thecuban5.org
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Gareth Porter

Reuel Marc Gerecht’s justifying 
an Israeli bombing attack on 
Iran coincides with the opening 
of the new Israel lobby campaign 
marked by the introduction of 
House Resolution 1553 expressing 
full support for such an Israeli 
attack.

What is important to understand 
about this campaign is that the aim of 
Gerecht – from the right wing think 
tank Institute for Policy Studies – 
and of the right-wing government of 
Benjamin Netanyahu is to support 
an attack by Israel so that the United 
States can be drawn into direct, full-
scale war with Iran.

That has long been the Israeli 
strategy for Iran, because Israel cannot 
fi ght a war with Iran without full US 
involvement. Israel needs to know 
that the US will fi nish the war that 
Israel wants to start.

Gerecht openly expresses the 
hope that any Iranian response to 
the Israeli attack would trigger 
full-scale US war against Iran. “If 
Khamenei has a death-wish, he’ll 
let the Revolutionary Guards mine 
the strait, the entrance to the Persian 
Gulf,” writes Gerecht. “It might be the 
only thing that would push President 
Obama to strike Iran militarily....” 
Gerecht suggests that the same logic 
would apply to any Iranian “terrorism 
against the United States after an 
Israeli strike,” by which he really 
means any attack on a US target in 
the Middle East. Gerecht writes that 
Obama might be “obliged” to threaten 
major retaliation “immediately after 
an Israeli surprise attack.”

That’s the key sentence in this 
very long Gerecht argument. Obama 
is not going to be “obliged” to join 
Israeli aggression against Iran unless 
he feels that domestic political 
pressures to do so are too strong 
to resist. That’s why the Israelis 
are determined to line up a strong 
majority in Congress and public 
opinion for war to foreclose Obama’s 
options.

In the absence of confi dence that 
Obama would be ready to come into 
the war fully behind Israel, there 
cannot be an Israeli strike.

Gerecht’s argument for war relies 
on a fanciful nightmare scenario 
of Iran doling out nuclear weapons 
to Islamic extremists all over the 
Middle East. But the real concern 
of the Israelis and their lobbyists, as 
Gerecht’s past writing has explicitly 
stated, is to destroy Iran’s Islamic 
regime in a paroxysm of US military 
violence. 

Gerecht fi rst revealed this Israeli-
neocon fantasy as early as 2000, 
before the Iranian nuclear program 
was even taken seriously, in an essay 
written for a book published by the 
Project for a New American Century. 

Gerecht argued that, if Iran could be 
caught in a “terrorist act,” the US 
Navy should “retaliate with fury”. The 
purpose of such a military response, 
he wrote, should be to “strike with 
truly devastating effect against the 
ruling mullahs and the repressive 
institutions that maintain them.”

And lest anyone fail to understand 
what he meant by that, Gerecht was 
more explicit: “That is, no cruise 
missiles at midnight to minimise 
the body count. The clerics will 
almost certainly strike back unless 
Washington uses overwhelming, 
paralysing force.”

In 2006-07, the Israeli war party 
had reason to believe that it could 
hijack US policy long enough to get 
the war it wanted, because it had 
placed one of its most militant agents, 
David Wurmser, in a strategic position 
to infl uence that policy.

We now know that Wurmser, 
formerly a close adviser to Benjamin 
Netanyahu and during that period 
Vice President Dick Cheney’s main 
adviser on the Middle East, urged a 
policy of overwhelming US military 
force against Iran. After leaving the 
administration in 2007, Wurmser 
revealed that he had advocated a 
US war on Iran, not to set back the 
nuclear program but to achieve regime 
change.

“Only if what we do is placed 
in the framework of a fundamental 
assault on the survival of the 
regime will it have a pick-up among 
ordinary Iranians,” Wurmser told The 
Telegraph. The US attack was not to 
be limited to nuclear targets but was 
to be quite thorough and massively 
destructive. “If we start shooting, 
we must be prepared to fi re the last 
shot. Don’t shoot a bear if you’re not 
going to kill it.”

Of course, that kind of war could 
not be launched out of the blue. It 
would have required a casus belli 
to justify a limited initial attack that 
would then allow a rapid escalation 
of US military force. In 2007, Cheney 
acted on Wurmser’s advice and tried 
to get Bush to provoke a war with 
Iran over Iraq, but it was foiled by 
the Pentagon.

As Wurmser was beginning to 
whisper that advice in Cheney’s ear in 
2006, Gerecht was making the same 
argument in The Weekly Standard:

“Bombing the nuclear facilities 
once would mean we were declaring 
war on the clerical regime. We 
shouldn’t have any illusions about 
that. We could not stand idly by and 
watch the mullahs build other sites.

“If the ruling mullahs were to go 
forward with rebuilding what they’d 
lost – and it would be surprising to 
discover the clerical regime knuckling 
after an initial bombing run – we’d 
have to strike until they stopped. 
And if we had any doubt about 
where their new facilities were (and 

it’s a good bet the clerical regime 
would try to bury new sites deep 
under heavily populated areas), and 
we were reasonably suspicious they 
were building again, we’d have 
to consider, at a minimum, using 
special-operations forces to penetrate 
suspected sites.”

The idea of waging a US war of 
destruction against Iran is obvious 
lunacy, which is why US military 
leaders have strongly resisted it 
both during the Bush and Obama 
administrations. But Gerecht makes 
it clear that Israel believes it can 
use its control of Congress to pound 
Obama into submission. Democrats 
in Congress, he boasts, “are mentally 
in a different galaxy than they were 
under President Bush.” Even though 
Israel has increasingly been regarded 
around the world as a rogue state after 
its Gaza atrocities and the commando 
killings of unarmed civilians on board 
the Mavi Marmara, its grip on the US 
Congress appears as strong as ever.

Moreover, polling data for 2010 
show that a majority of Americans 
have already been manipulated into 
supporting war against Iran – in 
large part because more than two-
thirds of those polled have gotten 
the impression that Iran already has 
nuclear weapons.

The Israelis are apparently hoping 
to exploit that advantage. “If the 
Israelis bomb now, American public 
opinion will probably be with them,” 
writes Gerecht. “Perhaps decisively 
so.” Netanyahu must be feeling good 
about the prospects for pressuring 
Barack Obama to join an Israeli war 
of aggression against Iran. It was 
Netanyahu, after all, who declared 
in 2001, “I know what America is. 
America is a thing you can move very 
easily, move it in the right direction. 
They won’t get in the way.”
Gareth Porter is an investigative 
historian and journalist on US 
national security policy. 
Information Clearing House 

UN: In late July the UN General Assembly will consider a Bolivian-
sponsored resolution designating access to water and sanitation 
as a human right. In a letter to UN diplomats, Maude Barlow, 
founder of the Canadian-based Blue Planet Project, asserted that 
“lack of access to clean water is the greatest human rights viola-
tion in the world.” (See www.blueplanetproject.net.) “Nearly 2 billion 
people live in water-stressed areas and 3 billion have no running 
water within a kilometre of their homes,” she added. Barlow else-
where condemned northern industrialised countries, Canada in 
particular, for opposing the resolution dear to developing nations.

ROMANIA: Greenpeace activists in early July blocked entry to 
the headquarters of the Rosia Montana Gold Corporation. They 
were protesting against preparations for gold and silver mining 
operations in north-western Romania that depend upon cya-
nide technology. Canada-based Gabriel Resources holds 80 
percent ownership in the corporation with remaining shares con-
trolled by the Romanian government, which anticipates at least 
$2 billion in income. Opinion surveys show that 80 percent of 
Romanians reject what would be Europe’s largest gold mine.

MOZAMBIQUE: At a summit meeting in Brasilia on July 14, 
European Union and Brazilian leaders agreed to expand biofu-
el production in Mozambique. Anabela Lemos of Friends of the 
Earth Mozambique responded: “The expansion of biofuels in our 
country is transforming natural forest and vegetation into fuel 
crops, taking away fertile farmland from communities growing 
food.” (See www.foeeurope.org.) Rural poverty there exceeds 64 
percent, malnutrition approaches 40 percent, and foreign corpora-
tions have targeted 12 million acres of land for biofuel production.

UN: The Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative 
has devised a new way of looking at poverty to be incorpo-
rated into the next UN Human Development Report, one 
that looks at broader measures of deprivation than income 
data alone. An OPHDI study released on July 20 utilising its 
“Multidimensional Poverty Index” showed that while 26 of the 
poorest African nations claim 410 million poor people, eight 
of the poorer Indian states are home to 421 million of the poor. 
Three years ago, 46 percent of Indians were malnourished.

AUSTRIA: With one million HIV-infected people beginning 
treatment last year, the worldwide total of those receiving anti-
HIV medications rose to a record high 5.2 million patients. The 
World Health Organisation released the data last month at the 
18th International Aids Conference in Vienna. Encouragement 
was tempered, however, by the UNAIDS program reporting 
that donor nations’ fi nancial support for HIV treatment and pre-
vention had fallen off after eight years of increasing monetary 
contributions. Waning support jeopardises prevention and ear-
ly treatment regimens essential to victims’ survival, according 
to the UN News Centre. UNAIDS Executive Director Michel 
Sidibé indicated 10 million infected people lack treatment 
and that the campaigns to reach the anti-poverty Millennium 
Development Goals and to combat HIV infection are linked.

Global Briefs

The real aim of 
Israel’s bomb Iran campaign

What is important to 
understand about this 

campaign is that the 
aim of Gerecht is to 

support an attack by 
Israel so that the United 
States can be drawn into 

direct, full-scale war 
with Iran.

Who Rules Australia?
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Not a 
Communist
Last week, the former commander 
of a torture and execution centre 
under Pol Pot’s Cambodian 
regime was given a 30-year prison 
sentence. He had been responsible 
for the cruel deaths, with dread-
ful torment and suffering, of 
hundreds – probably thousands 
– of people during the reign of 
terror unleashed by Pol Pot on the 
Cambodian people.

The TV news report of the sen-
tencing that I saw referred to the 
huge extermination of Cambodian 
people that took place during “the 
Communist regime’s rule”. Virtually 
a quarter of the population was wiped 
out by Pol Pot’s young fanatics. Most 
of the dead were killed by a blow with 
a mattock or a hoe to the back of the 
head as they knelt on the ground.

It’s true, Pol Pot presented him-
self as a Communist. But then Hitler 
called himself a national socialist 
don’t forget.

When Pol Pot returned to 
Cambodia from Paris during the early 
stages of the Vietnam War, he was 
fi lled with revolutionary zeal, but he 
was never a Marxist-Leninist. He was, 
and remained, a petty-bourgeois revo-
lutionist. He was strongly infl uenced 
by the ideas espoused by Mao in 
China, especially Mao’s dictum “the 
village shall surround the city”, and 

Mao’s antipathy towards the idea of 
the leading role of the working class. 

Mao advanced the idea of the 
peasantry as the main revolutionary 
class rather than the workers and this 
was also adopted by Pol Pot. Those 
Cambodian Communists who fol-
lowed Marxism-Leninism were sent to 
fi ght against the US in the War, while 
Pol Pot’s inner circle consolidated 
their position as the “theorists” of the 
Cambodian revolution.

When the US was fi nally defeated 
by Vietnam and forced to withdraw 
from Indo-China, Pol Pot was fi rmly 
entrenched in Pnom Pen. He used his 
position to eliminate all opposition. 
Using a tactic that Mao used during 
the Cultural Revolution, when he 
instructed the young people who made 
up the Red Guards to “bombard the 
Party headquarters”, Pol Pot made 
up a revolutionary cadre of young 
people and instructed them to treat as 
the class enemy not only people from 
the old ruling class but anyone who 
owned any kind of property (includ-
ing personal property), intellectuals, 
government employees, even peasant 
leaders and party members.

Then, in his masterstroke, he 
emptied the city, sending all the inhab-
itants to “learn from the peasants” by 
working in the fi elds with hand tools 
only. His aim was clearly to destroy 
any possibility of an opposition to 
his rule forming among the people.

However, although he claimed to 
have emptied the city, in fact a section 
of it was still fully functioning: the 
interrogation centre in the former high 
school was very busy. Every person 
sent there was photographed when 
they arrived, the more important pris-
oners were also photographed after 
they had died. The others just died.

The other busy area was nearby: 
it was the compound occupied by 
the Chinese representatives. To their 
eternal shame, Mao’s regime was 
fully aware of everything that was 
done in the capital and elsewhere in 
the country at this time, and they did 
nothing to stop it. 

When escaping Cambodian 

Communists were able to reach the 
Vietnamese and tell of what was 
being done to the Cambodian people 
and Party, and sought assistance for 
the rebel army they had set up in the 
jungle to fi ght against Pol Pot, the 
Vietnamese armed forces invaded 
their former Ally and overthrew Pol 
Pot’s genocidal regime.

China promptly invaded Vietnam 
in support of the Maoist clique in 
Pnom Pen, but received a very bloody 
nose in response and had to retreat.

The spectacle of countries with 
socialist governments going to war 
was the apotheosis of Maoism and 
signifi ed the end of that particular 
petty-bourgeois trend.

The Vietnamese and Cambodian 
Communists, acting together, rescued 
Cambodia from Pol Pot, but incredible 
damage had been done to the cause 
of socialism by his group, not just 
in Cambodia but around the world. 
Capitalism, of course, pounced on 
the Pol Pot experience to demonstrate 
how bloodthirsty, brutal and just plain 
dangerous Marxism supposedly was.

When we were collecting sig-
natures for the registration of the 

Communist Alliance in NSW for 
Federal elections, I approached a 
former colleague, a long-time left-
winger. She would not sign to support 
Communist candidates standing, “not 
after Pol Pot”.

But Pol Pot was not a Communist, 
and his regime was not a Communist 
regime. Sure, he emblazoned the ham-
mer and sickle on his banner, but he 
never supported what it stood for: the 
unity of the workers (the hammer) and 
the peasants (the sickle). He ousted 
the hammer from the combination in 
practice, and replaced it with his own 
warped version of Maoism. 

His regime was marked by con-
stant attacks against the people, in 
an atmosphere of suspicion, killing, 
denunciations, torture and ultimately 
genocide. Its anti-popular character 
made it the very antithesis of a genu-
ine Communist regime. 

The actions of Pol Pot and his 
associates, just like the actions of 
Ceaucescu in Romania, smeared and 
besmirched the name of Communism, 
a fact capitalism is constantly keen 
to exploit. We must remember that it 
was the Communists who ousted Pol 

Pot, just as it was the real Communists 
who ousted Ceaucescu. But not before 
both of them did great harm to the 
cause of socialism.

However much Pol Pot purported 
to be a Communist, his actions and 
his policies belied that: he was never 
a Communist. Instead of helping 
the people of Cambodia to improve 
their lives, he tried to wipe them out. 
Instead of rescuing and saving the 
culture of the Cambodian people, he 
tried to destroy it. He reduced the bulk 
of the population to extreme poverty 
and misery.

Until the day when the last 
traces of bourgeois ideology have 
been eradicated, there will always 
be those who will try to hide their 
own petty, selfi sh aims under a cloak 
of Marxism-Leninism, with its lofty 
aims and its inspiring confi dence in 
humanity.

We must be prepared and able 
to expose such deviations from 
Marxism-Leninism for what they are 
and root them out before the class 
enemy can utilise them to destabilise, 
smear or hold back the great cause of 
socialism and human liberation. 

Letters / Culture & Life

There are dissidents 
and dissidents

Many years ago Australia was 
pressured into taking in some 
anti-Castro Cuban refugees. They 
were called “gusanos” which as far 
as I remember means “a worm”. 
The majority went to the USA 
and joined in with the anti-Cuban 
elements that were there. The 
ones who came here started off by 
trying thuggery. Their activities 
were nipped in the bud by the 
authorities and nothing much was 
heard of them since.

The recent arrival of some anti-
Castro “dissidents” to Spain seems 
to create a familiar pattern. Evidently 
the new arrivals are not happy. A front 
page headline in the Spanish daily El 
Mundo said: “Cuban dissidents allege 
that in Spain they are not free”. Julio 
César Galvez when asked how he felt 
in Madrid said: “Here in Spain I am 
not a free man because my future does 
not depend on me, but the offi cials 
who impose their decisions on me”.

Another one, Normando 
Hernandez was not impressed with 
Spanish hospitality – “We are in a 
hostel with other immigrants. We do 
not have private bathrooms in this 
hotel. In this place there is no privacy 

and they tell me that they will take 
us to a village to live in Valencia in 
facilities where I have to live with 
about 40 people”. Tough luck, mate. 
His intentions became clear when he 
said that “I think if the government 
of Zapatero has pledged to welcome 
us, you must also give us what we 
deserve as refugees”, adding that he 
was next in line in Miami where he 
wanted to live.

Spaniards in general were not 
impressed with such statements. 
Letters to the newspapers express 
their disappointment and outrage 
against the people who seem to be 
complaining about everything under 
the sun and expect special treatment 
at their expense. The Cuban mafi a in 
the US is a force the administration 
has to reckon with. But it does not 
mean that we should be falling into a 
propaganda game that is being played. 
Let’s face it – some dissidents have 
more political and propaganda value 
than others and in this case they are 
being used as a tool to put pressure 
on Cuba.

T Southern
Brisbane

No blame game

$3.2 million will fi nancially assist 
the family of the late Warburton 
Elder Mr Ward. It will not bring 
him back. There was a shuffl ing of 
blame and abrogation of responsi-
bilities by WA Labor and Liberals 
over the death of Warburton Elder 
Mr Ward.

WA Attorney-General Christian 
Porter is correct that the death 
occurred during the Labor Party’s 
watch. However the shadow 

government which tends to make up 
close to half the parliament was on 
that watch. For two and half years 
the “State” let down the Ward family.

I am appalled at the political point 
scoring by shadow Attorney-General 
John Quigley arguing that the pay-
ment was about $600,000 less than 
the “minimum”. What price is there 
on a human life?

Some fi nancial compensation has 
been meted out to the family, and 
about time, thanks to the Aboriginal 
Legal Services and the Deaths In 
Custody Watch Committee. However 
the transport company G4S are liable 
for compensation and their overdue 
unabridged apology.

I respect Christian Porter’s apol-
ogy and acknowledgments and his 
matter of fact statement that when 
the prisoner transport tender is up for 
review that G4S’s disgraceful record 
will be brought up. I would have pre-
ferred the G4S contract was ripped up 
at the time of the Coroner’s fi ndings.

Most Australians do not realise 
the number of deaths in custody and 
presume they are several per year. 
There have been hundreds of deaths 
in custody during this last decade. 
In some years they are as high as 69 
deaths. Most are actually white deaths 
in custody with Aboriginal deaths in 
custody at disproportionately much 
higher rates.

Porter and Quigley and all our 
parliamentarians could lead the way 
by addressing the issues that culmi-
nate in these high levels of deaths in 
custody, and that is by eliminating 
systemic racism, discrimination, mal-
treatment, and by improving existing 
checks, policies and laws.

Proportionately more Aboriginal 
deaths in custody occur in Australia 

than did all deaths in custody during 
the peak of South African Apartheid! 
Let us stop all deaths in custody and 
in the process educate us all to a more 
civil and just society.

Gerry Georgatos
WA

From a Guardian 
reader

I have read The Guardian over 
the years with great interest and 
relish the news and expert opinion 
it brings of which I can’t fi nd in 
the mainstream media.

I can remember too The Tribune 
when growing up with Phyllis and 
Johnno. I remember its importance 
of promoting information, solidarity 
with others and a sense of community. 
I can remember local excursions 
delivering The Tribune and others 
delivering The Tribune to our house. 
It was such an inclusive thing; I 

remember many cups of tea with 
Bill Drysdale who came to our house 
every week with the paper. It seemed 
a really “important” thing then to a 
young child.

Of course Johnno took many 
photographs for the paper and was a 
major contributor. Phyllis would be 
giving the paper out to all at every 
opportunity. Phyllis read the paper 
avidly every week. She really did love 
getting The Guardian in the post every 
Thursday, especially towards the end 
of her life when she was less mobile.

We cannot conceive of the paper 
not continuing and am sorry to hear 
your printer is on its way out.

Please accept this money as a 
legacy from Phyllis and Johnno to 
keep the paper going. It is given 
with great pleasure, in solidarity and 
without obligation.

I will be forever, a loyal supporter.
Kind regards

Alice Johnson
NSW

Culture
&Lifeby

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Rob Gowland Pol Pot was strongly influenced by 
the ideas espoused by Mao in China, 
especially Mao’s dictum “the village 

shall surround the city”, and Mao’s 
antipathy towards the idea of the 
leading role of the working class.

DO YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING 

TO SAY?

Write a letter 

to the Editor
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Sat 14 Aug

The ballet Ondine (ABC2 
Sunday August 8 at 7.30 pm) 

was choreographed for Britain’s Royal 
Ballet by Frederick Ashton in 1958. 
The ballet was based on the German 
fairy tale romance Undine by De la 
Motte Fouqué, about a water sprite’s 
tragic love for a mortal.

The ballet’s score was specially 
commissioned from composer Hans 
Werner Henze, and the ballet itself 
was written for Margot Fonteyn, who 
played the lead from 1958 until 1966. 
Ashton described the choreography 
as being “fl uid, like the rhythm of 
the sea” and this 50th anniversary 
revival by The Royal Ballet preserves 
that quality in the dancing and the 
costumes, as well as in the rippling 
music.

The ballet is fi lmed on the stage 
of The Royal Ballet, but it is very well 
fi lmed. The imaginative stage effects 
are just that, but they are completely 
acceptable in this context. In this 
anniversary production, the nymph 
Ondine is performed by Miyako 
Yoshida, partnered by Edward Watson 
as Palemon the mortal who captures 
her heart.

They make a very attractive and 
sympathetic pair of lovers.

The splendid BBC wildlife pro-
gram with the all-embracing 

title, Life (ABC1 Sundays at 
7.30 pm) continues this week with 
an episode devoted to mammals. 
As David Attenborough points out, 
the fact that mammals suckle their 
young, raising them on milk pro-
duced in the mother’s breast, creates 
profound family bonds that lie at the 
heart of the mammalian success story, 
enabling mammals to conquer every 
environment on Earth and to occupy 
every niche.

David shows us mammals of 
every size, from tiny sengis who were 
once called elephant shrews because 
of their fl exible noses, to humpbacked 
whales vying to impress a huge but 
amorous female. And he shows us 
mammals in all types of environ-
ments, from the high Arctic, where a 
crowd of polar bear families gather 
to feast on the washed up carcass of 
a bow-head whale, to the jungle of 
the Congo basin, where an amazing 
ten million giant fruit bats converge 
to stuff themselves on mangos.

The producers are rightly proud 
of their advances in wildlife photog-
raphy, and the cinematography on 
show here is often truly amazing. 
Strategically-placed cameras capture 
the smallest details, while informed 
and often courageous camera opera-
tors get in close to seals swimming 
under the ice or between the legs of 
migrating elephants negotiating their 
way across a bog.

The ferocity of the natural world, 
which dominated the fi rst episode, 
is toned down here and the series is 
the better for it. There is still plenty 
of natural rough house, as a hyena 
discovers when it wanders too close 
to a pride of feeding lions and is lucky 
not to have ended up on the menu.

Next week is Fish, which prom-
ises to be less warm and cuddly, but 
just as interesting.

My mother never learnt to 
swim. A country girl, she 

was never taught. Once, when I was 

about 12, and we were camping on 
holiday at Lake Macquarie, we got 
mum to enter the lakeside pool at 
Speer’s Point. She was clearly scared, 
but more puzzled than anything else: 
she found it disconcerting that her 
natural buoyancy prevented her from 
putting here feet fl at on the fl oor of 
the baths. “I keep rising up on to my 
toes!” she complained.

I was reminded of my mum’s 
experience while watching Lorraine 
Charker-Phillips’ observational 
documentary for the BBC, Virgin 
Swimmers (ABC2 Wednesday 
August 11 at 9.30 pm). This follows 
nine adult non-swimmers in a British 
pool as they valiantly try to conquer 
their fears and inhibitions.

Linda, their instructor, believes 
in plenty of encouragement and in the 
early stages tells them all that they 
are doing “brilliantly!” irrespective 
of how poorly they really did. Later 
she starts to probe deeper to fi nd 
out why 54-year-old Sandy cannot 
put her face in the water or why 
Mandy has never put on a swimming 
costume. And is kitchen salesman 
Wyn, with his tattoos and shaven 
head, really as tough and confi dent 
as he makes out?

These adults endure the humilia-
tion of doing something that’s usually 
reserved for children (complete with 
fl otation devices), but they are good 
natured about it, and determined 
– at least when they are not in the 
water – to do well. At one point they 
even enjoy the wild fantasy of, in 
the future, taking up synchronised 
swimming!

The fourth and fi nal episode 
of the present series of The 

Making Of Modern Australia (ABC1 
Thursday August 12 at 8.30 pm) 
looks at the changes that have 
taken place with regard to religion in 
Australia since WW2. From a country 
where most people went to church 
on Sunday, Australia has become a 
country where most people don’t. 
And the church has expanded from 
predominantly Church of England 
and Catholic, to a mix of old and 
new faiths.

I found this episode interesting 
but perhaps the least rewarding of 
the four. The biggest change is in the 
attitude of ordinary people, who are 
no longer afraid to say they do not 
believe in God or to admit that, even 
if they do believe, they don’t attend 

any organised Church. Too few of 
the “vox pops” in the episode are 
ordinary people.

Instead we hear from missionar-
ies, nuns, an Anglican minister, a 
lapsed Catholic priest, a religious 
Aboriginal woman, and a hippie 
turned Buddhist. One person we do 
not hear from is an atheist, and yet the 
spread of militant atheism is another 
feature of post-war life.

That many people are searching 
for some sort of meaning in their 
lives is obvious. And yet the program 
assumes that the only form that mean-
ing can take is a religion. We still have 
a long way to go.

Anatomy Of A Massacre 
(ABC1 Thursday August 

12 at 9.30 pm) follows Australian and 
Argentine forensic anthropologists as 
they try to locate the remains of some 
200 independence demonstrators in 
East Timor who were massacred by 
the Indonesian military on November 
12, 1991.

Indonesian authorities were dis-
mayed to learn that the massacre had 
been fi lmed and the footage smuggled 
out to the world. They disposed of 
the dead and wounded in unmarked 
mass graves.

This fi lm, by Andrew Sully, is 
a moving depiction of the search 
for closure by the relatives of the 
disappeared (they consult seers and 
medicine men when the scientists 
cannot confi rm the identities of the 
few remains that are found), and 
an outspoken condemnation of the 
Indonesian military and government. 
The photographer in particular has no 
doubts about who could tell where 
the remaining bodies are buried. 
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Life (ABC1 Sundays at 7.30 pm) continues this week with an episode devoted to mammals – seal surfaces in 
waters along the western Antarctic Peninsula, Antarctica. (Photo: Steven Kazlowski)

Five great books to get started – only $5 each

If you are looking for some reading material that explains in everyday, 

easily accessible English fundamental questions relating to workers 

then these books might be just what you are looking for. They 

are part of the Progress Publishers’ “ABC of social and political 

knowledge” series. The books explain the theory and provide a 

useful glossary of Marxist terminology at the back of each edition.

Postage & handling for ABC series: for one or two books is $5, 

for three or more books $10.

Special offer – buy all five for $25 and we will not charge for p&h.

74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010 Ph 02 9699 8844
Payment by Cheque, Money Order (Make out to “CPA”)
Credit Card (include type, name, number and expiry date)

Some of the many books available at 

Shop@CPA

August 6
POPULATION GROWTH – PROMISE OR THREAT?
Mark O'Connor, author Overland Australia;
James Arvanitakis, UWS

August 13
WHAT NEXT FOR LABOR-PROGRESSIVE IDEAS
Ben Eltham, writer New Matilda;
Miriam Lyons, Executive Director, Centre Policy Development

August 20
IS THE GREATER SYDNEY REGION SUSTAINABLE?
Geoff Evans, Mineral Policy Insitute, 
Arthur Rorris, General Secretary, South Coast Labor Council

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney

Every Friday 6pm ’til 7.45
Gaelic Club

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Pat Toms 02 9358 4834
patandbrucetoms@gmail.com

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

From the 

ABC of social and political knowledge series:

What is Surplus Value?

Classes and the Class Struggle?

What are Trade Unions?

What is the Working People’s Power?

What is the Party?
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The Communist Alliance 
stands for democratic rights
Two building unions and three of their 
offi cials in Victoria face penalties totalling 
$1,325 million plus costs as a result of 
attempting to exercise their rights to recruit 
members and take industrial action. One 
thousand fi ve hundred fl y-in, fl y-out con-
struction workers in Western Australia face 
fi nes of up to $28,000 each. If the fi nes are 
not paid, they will be in contempt and will 
face jail – for exercising basic trade union 
rights and protecting their entitlements. 
(See page 4.)

These are just the latest in a long list 
of actions by the Australian Building and 
Construction Commission (ABCC), the secretive 
building industry police force that was set up 
by the former Howard Coalition. Labor Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard and Coalition leader Tony 
Abbott have no intention of disbanding it. Nor 
have they any intention of restoring other trade 
union rights and entitlements ripped up under 
WorkChoices and perpetuated under Fair Work 
Australia.

Basic democratic rights, including trade 
union rights that were won over more than a 
century of struggle, are being stolen from us.

The so-called war on terror was used by 
the Howard government to launch a massive 
offensive on basic democratic rights. The Labor 
government has not repealed these laws, instead 
making them stronger and further denying the 
rights of ordinary working people to protest and 
take action in defence of their interests against 
the big end of town.

The Communist Alliance, in sharp contrast 
to the major parties, is calling for the repeal of 
all anti-democratic laws and replacement by new 
legislation giving workers basic trade union and 
other democratic rights.

Workers’ Rights
The Communist Alliance supports workers 

and their unions in Australia and internationally 
in their struggles against the rapacious greed of 
the employers.

“We reject any political approach that places 
the blame on workers for the many crises that 
affect our society. These include crises in the 
economy, the environment, and crises of food 
and water shortages,” the Communist Alliance 
notes.

“We oppose employer calls for cuts in 
wages and hours and we oppose attacks on the 
rights and conditions of workers. We believe 
that workers should be rewarded properly for 
their labour. The labour of workers creates the 
wealth within our society.

“We note with dismay that the great wealth 
created by working class people is so rarely 
enjoyed by them but instead ends up in the 
hands of a small percent, the capitalists who 
benefi t from the work of the many,” it says on 
its web page.

The Communist Alliance believes in a 
better society where wealth is distributed to 
those who perform the work, not those who 
have the money.

“We fi ght for industrial relations laws that 
give workers a decent chance of challenging the 
employers in their drive for greater profi ts which 
they refuse to share and have no obligation to 
share under this capitalist system of production.

“We stand for a new industrial relations 
system. We pledge to fi ght in Parliament for 
the complete reversal of all anti-union anti-
worker laws regardless of the party putting 
them forward.

“We believe workers should have the right 
to strike, the right to be in a union, and the right 
to political expression.

“We are for a new type of politics, one 
where workers and the people are put fi rst and 
are not regarded as just commodities to be used 
up in the pursuit of profi t for the few.

“Your vote will give support to candidates 
who advocate these views and will fi ght for 
them without fear.”

In particular, the Communist Alliance is 
fi ghting for:

1. Trade Union Rights
• Abolition of the building industry police 

force, the Australian Building and 
Construction Commission.

• Abolition of the weak Fair Work Australia 
legislation and its replacement by laws to 
guarantee the right of workers to strike 
and to act in solidarity with others, both 
nationally and internationally.

• Protection of the right of union offi cials to 
enter work sites.

2. Freedom of Expression
• The channels of communication of the 

views of all must be expanded. The 
people’s voice must be heard.

• All publicly owned media must be 
strengthened to help overcome the 
anti-democratic private ownership of 
newspapers, radio and TV by just a few 
profi t-driven individuals and groups.

• Increased Australian content must be a 
requirement when allocating or renewing 
commercial broadcast licences.

3. Voting Rights
• The electoral system is constructed in a 

manner which aims to keep government 
within the limits of the two-party system.

• Electoral laws must be changed to 
introduce proportional representation and 
to lower the requirements to register a 
political party.

4. Repeal of the Terror Laws
The anti-terrorism laws must be repealed 

and long held rights must be restored. These 
include:
• the right to remain silent
• the presumption of innocence
• the onus of accusers to prove guilt
• the right to a legal representative of one’s 

own choosing
• the right of the person detained and his/her 

legal representative to see evidence being 
used and to be present in court

• freedom of speech after and during 
detention.

These rights must be restored to the people!

5. Right to Protest
• Removal of restrictions on the right to 

protest.
• The right to express political views in 

public and the right to dissent, set out in the 
United Nations Convention on Civil and 
Political Rights, must be protected.

Migrants’ Rights
Australia is a country of immigrants and has 

one of the most diverse multicultural, multilin-
gual, multi-faith populations in the world. In 
Australia, three million residents (16 percent) 
speak a language other than English at home. Of 
the almost 20 million Australians, 29 percent or 
almost six million were born overseas.

Migrants and refugees have made and 
continue to make huge economic, political and 
cultural contributions to Australia.

The Communist Alliance supports 

multiculturalism – the integration of the best 
and most progressive of immigrant cultures into 
a new multicultural Australian culture while 
rejecting all that is backward and reactionary.

We support efforts to help ethnic communi-
ties both retain their culture and heritage and 
also fully participate in the economic, political 
and social life of Australia.

Immigrants, refugees and guest foreign 
workers continue to be a source of cheap labour. 
Employers benefi t from such labour due to the 
low wages paid which in turn hold down wages 
for the non-migrant sections of the workforce.

The Communist Alliance welcomes skilled 
migrants and fi ghts for their qualifi cations to 
be recognised. However, we also recognise the 
problems created by the drain of skilled workers 
from developing countries.

Capitalism benefi ts when migrants continue 
to occupy a low social status in Australia. 
Racism is generally directed against the less 
well-off rather than the wealthier immigrants 
and is used to divide the workforce.

The Communist Alliance supports the fol-
lowing policies:
• Provision of special language training for 

migrants, including free English classes and 
paid classes on the job, with opportunities 
for migrants to learn their rights in 
Australia through publications in their 
fi rst language. Interpreter services must be 
extended.

• Australian accreditation within 12 months 
for qualifi ed immigrants, especially 
doctors, nurses and other skilled people 
whose expertise is needed.

• Ratifi cation of the UN Convention on the 
Rights of Migrant Workers.

• Abolition of the two-year waiting period 
for migrants to obtain social security and 
other benefi ts.

• Increased support for multiculturalism and 
active migrant participation in local and 
national economic and political activities.

• A public inquiry into abuses of the 457 
Visa system.

Refugees’ Rights

Liberal and Labor Party policies on refugees 
show no compassion and no justice.

Both political parties treat refugees as if 
we are all racists. In fact, most Australians 
are immigrants or descended from immigrants 
themselves. We understand what drove families 
to come to Australia to build a new life. Most 
people have sympathy for refugees.

The numbers of asylum seekers coming 
to Australia by boat is very low, less than two 
per cent of total immigration. Refugees are 
legal. Under international law, everyone has the 
legal right to seek sanctuary from war, torture, 
starvation and other life threatening situations 
and to fi nd a better life for themselves and 
their children.

Asylum seekers who are forced to fl ee from 
their countries should be processed quickly 
and then the genuine refugees should be given 
support to build a new life here and start con-
tributing to our community.

The Communist Alliance calls for:
• Processing (routine health and criminal 

checks) to be done on the Australian 
mainland in civilised conditions, not 
detention camps

• The abolition of mandatory detention and 
immigration detention concentration camps.

• An increase in naval patrols in order to 
save the lives of refugees.

• A refugee policy that gives priority 
to humanitarian and family reunion 
considerations. It rejects migration based 
on fi nancial considerations alone.

• The implementation of refugee rights 
set out in the UN Declaration on Human 
Rights.

For more information on the 
Communist Alliance and how you 
can help in the elections visit: 
www.communist-alliance.org.au 
or write to: 
info@communist-alliance.org.au 
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