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Bob Briton

Across the country last week, thousands
of workers rallied again in support of Ark
Tribe — the South Australian construction
worker charged by the Australian Building
and Construction Commission (ABCC) with
failing to attend an interrogation in 2008.
The worksite secret police were trying to
get names and other details of a workplace
safety meeting at which a list of issues were
drawn up for action at a site at Flinders
University. The need for workers to organise
to defend themselves against lethal risks
was in the news yet again as Ark entered
the court on Tuesday. The Friday before the
rally, a 35-year-old worker was Killed at the
site of Adelaide’s desalination plant when a
steel beam fell from a soft sling.

The tragedy occurred at the site the day
after it had been cleared by a federal safety
commission. A joint audit by unions and project
managers found 300 issues to be addressed at the
desal site. Maritime workers were also mourning
the loss of Steve Piper on Melbourne’s Appleton
Dock on July 14 (see page 4). He was the third
wharfie to be Killed at work this year.

Also in the news was the judgement of the
South Australian Industrial Court that BHP
Billiton must pay a $75,000 fine over the death
of 34-year-old Scott Rigg, who was struck by a
piece of heavy equipment while working inside
a humidifier at the company’s Olympic Dam
operations. The transnational was also ordered
to pay $20,000 in compensation to Rigg’s
family. Twenty thousand dollars — the price of
a worker’s life in 2010.

Against this backdrop, the sight of a rank
and file construction worker entering court to be
defended against charges arising from a meeting
devoted to workplace safety was truly shocking.

The outrage has mobilised many. About
2,000 gathered outside the Magistrates Court
in Adelaide before marching and chanting their
way to the offices of the ABCC. About 3,000
marched in Sydney, 4,000 in Melbourne, 3,500

Great Barrier Reef
under threat

Services for warfies

in Perth, 800 in Warrnambool. There was also
a rally in Wonthaggi in regional Victoria, and
outside Australia House in London.

The case against Ark was adjourned again
— this time until September 13. The anxious
wait for Ark and his family continues. They
live with the threat of a six month jail term for
the construction worker should he be convicted.

The court heard from ABCC inspector
Seamus Flynn that the industry Star Chamber
had made no other efforts to gather the
information they sought concerning the
workplace meeting they wanted to pry into. They
reached straight for the biggest weapon in their
armoury — the section 52 order that compels
workers to attend an interrogation at which
they have no right to legal representation and
no right to remain silent. Terror suspects have
more rights before the law than construction
workers in Australia today.

The judge will now take written submissions
on Ark’s matter before moving to judgement
and sentencing. Meanwhile, a federal election
is being contested with two major contenders
facing off again — the Liberals, who are proud
of their founding of the ABCC and Labor, who
have consistently promised to keep a “tough cop
on the beat” of the building industry.

That “cop” has victimised unions and
made it harder for them to organise in defence
of their members, including over workplace
health and safety issues. It doesn’t go after
shonky operators whose lax practices have left
a trail of death, illness and injury. Neither party
is interested in legislating against industrial
manslaughter.

Julia Gillard is claiming credit for the
process of “harmonisation” of occupational
health and safety legislation across the country.
She doesn’t spell it out but in that process the
bar is often being lowered in the commercial
interest of the employers.

At her address to the National Press Club
just prior to the announcement of the August 21
poll she said, “My record includes big changes
such as the introduction of uniform Occupational
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Protest outside Australia House in London.

Health and Safety laws across the nation, a
change that policy makers have been pursuing
for a generation and which will create billions of
dollars in benefit for Australian firms ...”. She
also referred to the post-WorkChoices era as the
“Fair Work regime”. The word “regime” is not
used to describe an institution of a democratic
society.

If workers are to be able to organise in the
workplace to prevent the sorts of tragedies that
they have witnessed and been so deeply shaken
by lately, the ABCC has to go. The industrial

relations system must be reformed to respect
workers’ rights.

Health and safety standards must be raised,
not lowered. There must be a suitable penalty
for industrial manslaughter. There are no other
options. By standing up for very basic freedoms,
Ark Tribe has thrown down a moral challenge
to the Lib/Lab industrial relations “regime”. He
has the support of his union, the CFMEU, as
well as other trade unions, and a broad section
of the community who understand the life and
death issues at stake with his case. &

Tea Party

g | =

Struggle for
Brisbane’s urban
transport Pt5




The Guardian
July 28 2010

The Guardian

Issue 1465 July 28, 2010

Access denied

There is no doubt BHP Billiton is sensitive about media inter-
est in its operations. It prefers to keep a tight lid on information
that might detract from the desired PR image. The ABC Four
Corners investigation by Andrew Fowler broadcast in April,
entitled A Dirty Business, would not have been well received
by the mining transnational. It appears the company has taken
steps that will slow the progress of any follow-up to the exposé
by fencing off access to the peak of Mount Arthur from where
an impression of the dramatic impact of open cut coal mining
on the Upper Hunter Valley can be gained.

Residents, the mayor and local councillors are incensed at
the attitude displayed by the “Big Australian” with the erection
of a security fence on the access track to Mount Arthur and the
installation of CCTV cameras at the summit. The public used
to be able to make the trek to the lookout. The area is also a
historic site of the massacre of the local Wonnarua people in
the 19th century. It was still being used as a place of retreat and
healing by Aboriginal people. That will no longer be possible.

In addition, the NSW Planning Minister Tony Kelly has
released a report claiming that air, water and noise pollution
in the Camberwell area is not of concern and that $1 billion
worth of Hunter Valley mining projects can now be assessed
more quickly for the go-ahead. Projects around Singleton were
put on hold last month when planning officials requested more
air monitoring data. It is expected those projects and the Mount
Arthur mine expansion near Muswellbrook will get the all clear,
as well.

A Dirty Business conveyed the wishes of local people for an
independent study of the health impacts of the dust and other
pollution thrown off from the sprawling belt of mines. Dangerous
small particulate material, arsenic, sulphur dioxide and metals
such as chromium, cadmium and lead are part of the cocktail
of contaminants drifting over communities obliged to co-exist
with the growing number of mines.

In the absence of an officially sponsored study, local GP Dr
Tuan Au conducted his own among the school students and
residents of the Upper Hunter. His results mirrored those of
overseas studies that found increased incidence of respiratory
and heart conditions and cancer among those living in coal
mining districts. The government is content to work with the
mining monopolies to monitor air quality with plans to install 14
more dust monitoring devices. Only three of those stations will
be able to detect the particularly dangerous fine dust particles
that lodge deep in the lung and can enter the bloodstream.

In the program, farmer and agricultural scientist Dr John
Drinon expressed the view of many that there are roughly
1,500,000,000 reasons the NSW government will not take the
necessary steps to protect the health of residents and the future
of the rich agriculture of the region. The reference is to the
$1.5 billion it takes in royalties, electricity generation and rail
transport from the coal industry. So the future looks bright in
terms of profit with mining corporations expecting Australian
coal exports to reach 450 million tonnes by 2015.

PRESS FUND

What a refreshing change! Countering official spin about a rapid
withdrawal of the Australian military forces from Afghanistan,
Major Cantwell of the Australian Army commented frankly that
“... it will take years”. In short, the plan is for a war without end.
Meanwhile, the former head of MI5, Baroness Manningham-
Fuller, stated bluntly that there was no evidence of a link between
the former Iraqgi government and the September 11 attack, that
the war in lIrag had made Britain more vulnerable to attack,

and that Britain’s involvement “gave Osama Bin Laden his
Jihad”. Mind you, those statements have made no difference
whatsoever to the British and Australian governments. The
Guardian intends to continue speaking out loudly against our
involvement in those obscene wars. However, we need your help
by way of contributions to the Press Fund, so please, please send
in something for the next issue. Many thanks to this week’s
contributors, as follows:

Peter Bannister, on behalf of S Bond $12, Jessie and Laurie Kiek
$200, B and A Miller $27.20, C Murray $20, “Round Figure*
$10.80, Mark Window $20.

This week’s total: $290 Progressive total: $3,110

In memory of

Luis Corvalan Lepe

Communigue — Communist Party of Chile

With deep sadness the Communist
Party of Chile informs the people
of Chile and fraternal countries
our former Secretary General
and Member of Parliament, Luis
Corvalan Lepe, has passed away.
The outstanding political leader
was born in the southern city of
Tomé on September 16, 1916.
He was a primary school teacher,
entered the military in 1932 and
was a member of the Central
Committee of our Party from 1950
and General Secretary from 1958
until 1989. He was a Senator of
the Republic (1961-1969) for the
Nuble grouping and re-elected
for a term from 1969, which was
interrupted by the coup in 1973,
representing Aconcagua and
Valparaiso.

He was persecuted, isolated,
made a political prisoner and
exiled by the government of
Gabriel Gonzalez Vileda and by the
dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet.
The latter detained him on Dawson
Island, at Ritoque and Tres Alamos
until he was released in response to
great international pressure.

He received a series of
international distinctions, among
them the Lenin Peace Prize. He
wrote Ricardo Fonseca, exemplary
fighter (1971), Santiago — Moscow
— Santiago, on the lived and
disputed (1997), The government of
Salvador Allende (2003) and was
working to complete his memoirs.

Comrade Corvalan participated
in the activities of our party until
a few weeks ago, in the plenary

August 6 1945
Time to abolish Nuclear Weapons!

sessions of our Central Committee
and at the anniversary celebrated on
June 6 at the Normandie Theatre.
On that occasion he received the
Luis Emilio Recabaren medal, the
highest distinction conferred by the
Communist Party. In his final weeks
he was admitted to the clinic of the
Catholic University from where
he was discharged to reside at his
home in the care of his loved ones.
The Communist Party of Chile
lowers it flags and extends its
solidarity to his wife and daughters
with whom we share a deep
sadness. In accordance with the
wishes of the family we will inform
the public of the vigil and the
funeral of our beloved comrade at a
later date. @

Australian troops out of Afghanistan!

Hiroshima Never. Again
Candlellght procession andrRally

—

6pm Friday August 6 Belmore Park near Central Rallwah

week’s contributors are:

Special Printer Appeal

Our warmest thanks go to all those who have contributed to the special appeal
for The Guardian and Communist Party of Australia to buy a new printer/
photocopier. We appreciate your generosity and support for our work. This

David Bastin $50, Denis & Hannah $50, R Girvan $20.
This week’s total $120. Cummulative total $2,285.00.
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The Great Barrier Reef

under threat

Peter Mac

A reef such as is here spoke of
is scarcely known in Europe. It is a
wall of Coral Rock rising all most
perpendicular out of the unfathom-
able Ocean, always overflown at
high-water generally 7 or 8 feet and
dry in places at low-water; the larg-
est waves of the vast Ocean meeting
with so sudden a resistance make it a
most terrible surf breaking mountains
high especially in our case when the
general trade wind blowes directly
upon it.
Captain James Cook,
From the Endeavour logbook

While the leaders of Australia’s two
major political parties dither and
procrastinate, the Great Barrier
Reef is coming under increasing
threat from climate change.

After the last ice age ended about
12,000 years ago, the sea began to
rise and reached its present level
about 6,000 years ago, when the Reef
began to form. The “Reef” is actually
composed of about 2,900 individual
coral reefs, covering an area of 21,000
square kilometres located within
the 350,000 square kilometre Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park.

The Reef provides an enormously
complex and stunningly beautiful
marine habitat for thousands of
fish, coral and other marine life. It
is internationally famous and draws
thousands of visitors, generating
economic activity of about $6.9 bil-
lion annually.

A hazardous reef

The danger posed by the Reef has
been highlighted within the last few
years by the grounding of a number of
ships, particularly cargo vessels taking
short cuts through passages between
the reefs. The federal government

appears to exercise little control over
shipping movements through the reef.

The Reef can certainly dam-
age and sink ships, but it is also
endangered by shipping, and now
climate change is threatening its very
existence.

Coral will not grow below a cer-
tain sea level depth, and its growth
only occurs within a defined tem-
perature range. The speed at which
sea levels are rising as a result of
climate change greatly exceeds that
which occurred after the last ice age,
and may also exceed the rate at which
coral can grow, so that it may end up
below the level needed to maintain
the life of the coral polyps.

Moreover, the coral is now threat-
ened by warmer ocean currents and
ocean acidification. The emission
of greenhouse gases by both human
industry and natural phenomena,
combined with the reduction of for-
ests and plants during land clearing,
has resulted in an excess of carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere. Part of this
gas is being absorbed by the ocean
in a chemical reaction that produces
carbonic acid, which has the ability to
corrode coral and fish shells.

And finally, the Reef is threatened
by artificial fertilisers and pesticides
from mainland farms. This was
certainly not the case after the last
ice age. Until very recently the only
human impact on the reef resulted
from occasional fishing expeditions
to the reef by mainland Aboriginal
people.

It’s up to us

The Great Barrier Reef is argu-
ably Australia’s most famous natural
wonder. In 1982 it was placed on the
World Heritage Register, because of
its great natural significance. Australia
is a signatory member of the UN’s
International Council on Monuments

and Sites (ICOMOS), which obliges
members to preserve items which are
on the Register, and which lie within
their own borders.

ICOMOS membership involves
a recognition that places on the
Register belong to the world, and that
host nations carry the responsibility
for preservation of these places for
the world as a whole, not just for
themselves.

Preservation of the Great Barrier
Reef now depends on the Australian
government taking steps to combat
climate change. And this certainly
isn’t happening.

Both the Australian government
and the conservative opposition hold
the view that we should not impose
significant limits on the emission of
greenhouse gases unless most other
nations do so first. Both have prom-
ised to introduce some worthwhile
new initiatives, but neither of their cli-
mate change programs will seriously
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Prime Minister Julia Gillard
has postponed introducing the

government’s very weak emissions
trading scheme until 2012. Evidence
is now emerging that she had angry
disagreements with her predecessor
Kevin Rudd, whom she overthrew
recently, over the introduction of this
scheme, which was bitterly opposed
by the mining industry.

The government is most unlikely
to block construction of 15 new coal-
fired power stations that currently
are in the design stage. Her recent
statement that the government would
“never again have a dirty power sta-
tion built” sounds laudable. However,
it depends on the injection of billions
of dollars of taxpayer funds (your
money) for research into the totally
unproven “clean coal” technology,
which would involve injecting mas-
sive amounts of liquefied power
station emissions into subterranean
cavities.

Development of this technology
would probably take 20 years, even
though the world is already teetering
on the edge of catastrophic climate
“tipping points”. Its application

would probably make the coal indus-
try uncompetitive with renewable
energy technology, so the whole
exercise would end up as a white
elephant.

Gillard also stated her intention
to establish a “citizen’s assembly” to
discuss climate change, with a view to
reaching a consensus on dealing with
it. However, consensus would never
be reached because of irreconcilable
conflicts of interest among the stake-
holders. Its proposed introduction is
simply a delaying tactic.

For his part, opposition leader
Tony Abbott continues to question
whether climate change is a reality,
whether human activity is really
responsible, or whether anything
significant should be done about it.

In short, if we really want to deal
with climate change and save the
Barrier Reef, we will have to ensure
that Australia is governed by a party
or coalition of political forces with
a determination to do so, and not by
either of the two major Australian
parties. It’s really up to us. &

On August 21 Vote Communist

For the first time since 1999 the
word Communist will appear on
ballot papers in NSW. This is
because the Communist Alliance is
standing candidates for the Senate
in NSW in the Federal Election on
August 21.

The presence of Communist
candidates means that voters in
NSW will have the opportunity to
vote on the real issues facing us
today. Namely, in whose interests
they think the country should be
run.

It is obvious that both major
parties, Labour and Liberal, are
competing on the basis of who is
better equipped to run the country
in the interest of big business.

The winner will be like a chauf-
feur, allowed to drive the car but
with big business in the back seat
telling them where to go and how
to get there.

That both major parties are sub-
servient to the wishes of business
interests can be clearly seen in a
number of policy areas.

On Industrial Relations they
are both intent on maintain-
ing the Australian Building and
Construction Commission (ABCC)
with its draconian, undemocratic
powers.

There is little difference
between “Fair Work Australia” and
“WorkChoices”. What little differ-
ence there is can be easily removed
by “tinkering” as one Liberal is
quoted as saying.

Neither major party wants to
tackle the environmental problems

Pete’s Corner

associated with climate change, let
alone the devastation caused by the
plundering of the earth’s resources
by corporations such as BP.

Whichever party wins the
election we will still wake up the
next morning living in a country
whose leaders are subservient to
the needs of US Imperialism. Our
young soldiers will still be risk-
ing their lives in Afghanistan and
other places protecting US global
interests.

However, this election is any-
thing but a two-horse race.

The Communist Alliance will
be standing on a platform which,
unlike the major parties, promotes
the interests of working people.

Workers, through their labour
are responsible for the creation of
wealth, yet their standard of living
is increasingly eroded as govern-
ments sacrifice their interests in
order to appease big business.

As a result of privatisation
workers have seen the quality of
basic services deteriorate while the
costs increase.

In contrast the Communist
Alliance will stand on policies
which are designed to benefit work-
ing people.

A vote for the Communist
Alliance is a vote for putting people
first.

State funds should be used only
to provide inclusive public services
available to everyone. They should
not be used to subsidise private
choices.

Public Housing, Transport,
and Education should be fully
funded. Representatives of workers
involved in providing the services
should have a role to play in man-
agement. This is the best way to
meet the needs of everyone in the
community.

It is also the most cost-effective
way of providing these services.

We need a nationalised health
system under local control and a
government run national superan-
nuation scheme so that working
people can have a secure source of
income in retirement.

Basic services such as water
and electricity should also remain
in public hands and not be sold off.

Our policies on the environ-
ment take into account the needs of
future generations as well as those
living now.

We are for peace and for the
humane treatment of refugees.

You can find these and our other policies in more detail by logging on
to our website at www:communist-alliance.org.au

If you would like to help in our campaign we can be contacted by
email at: info@communist-alliance.org.au &
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Memorial services for

wharfies killed at work

Waterside workers attended
memorial services across the coun-
try last week to coincide with the
funeral of wharfie Stephen Piper
who was killed in a work accident
on Appleton Dock in Melbourne
on July 14.

The services will remember Piper,
41, husband and father of two young
children, and also the lives of seven
other waterside workers killed on the
job in the last seven years.

Piper’s death has devastated the
waterfront community numbed by the
loss of so many workmates in the last
five months after a period of steadily
rising mortality rates.

The Maritime Union of Australia’s
national secretary Paddy Crumlin said
that wharfies and seafarers were in
shock and the ceremonies would give
them a chance to express their sorrow
and support for the family.

“The members of our union are
naturally upset and many are frus-
trated and angry and want to see their
mate off decently and with respect.
As one of our members wrote this
week: ‘No family should sit and wait
at the end of the working day for a

loved one who never returns’,
Crumlin.

“Today is a day for mourning
rather than chest beating but the
deaths and other serious injuries in
2010 represent a crisis in waterfront
safety. Grieving workers and their
families can take consolation in the
determination we have to see that
that there is urgent attention given at
the highest level of government and
employers to see that our wharves are
safe workplaces.

“With three deaths in five months
there is fear and doubt in our work-
force and their families. It is a small
and productive national workforce
with very strong bonds between
them, and their work is essential to
the national interest.

“We have communicated to
federal and state governments and
stevedoring companies the need
for consistent safety guidelines and
regulations right across the country.

"There is a national crisis due to
clear safety failings and deficiencies
over a long time and any further delay
could mean the loss of another life.
That is unconscionable.” &

said

Stephen Piper.

Wharfie’s plea -
Nno more work deaths

“No family should sit and wait
at the end of the working day for
a loved one who never returns”
— Fremantle Wharfie Ash Huish
tells the Howard Sattler show, 6PR
NewsTalk, on learning of the death
of a workmate on July 14.

Below are some thoughts of
mine in regards to the issue | would
like to share with you.

Yesterday | woke and quietly
showered, then dressed with caution
as not to wake my wife.

I also displayed this same cau-
tion whilst making my coffee and
packing my lunch as I didn’t want
to wake my two children and force
the rigors of the day upon my wife
any earlier than required.

I drove to work as | have done
a million times before and met my
work mates with coffee in hand and
went about the work day.

The shift finished 12 hours later
and I headed home knowing the
kids would be in bed and | wouldn’t
have seen them today.

On my arrival home | walked
into both their rooms and kissed
them on the cheek telling them
I loved them both. | then sat on
the couch ate my dinner cold as |
couldn’t be bothered heating it up.

I ask my wife how her day was and
watched TV with her. | then went to
sleep alongside her....

This is ‘just another day in life
of an Australian worker.

It’s not my yesterday that is the
problem. It’s someone else’s today
that really concerns and upsets me.

Today an Australian worker
like myself in the industry, which |
work, expected to have “just anoth-
er day in the life of and Australian
worker”. However today he doesn’t
get the yesterday that | took for
granted. Sadly today was his last
today and he doesn’t get a tomor-
row. But his family, close friends
and people like me who never knew
him do get a tomorrow.

Whilst mine will be very much
like my yesterday and now | will

be grateful for that, I can’t even
contemplate his family’s tomor-
row without tears welling up in my
eyes.

No family should sit and wait
at the end of the working day for a
loved one who never returns. Be it
a Sundance CEO or a Melbourne
waterside worker, no death in the
work place is acceptable.

I could use this opportunity to
push for a national code of safety
on the wharves, which we need. |
could even lay blame. I could even
cry that I may be sued for the ille-
gal 24 hour stoppage | am currently
on but | am not going to.

I just ask everyone tonight
when your loved one returns from
their place of work grab them hug
them and tell them you love them
because you never know when your
today doesn’t match your yesterday.

Regards

Ash Huish
Fremantle wharf worker &

Ticket inspectors strike

Perth’s train network was with-
out ticket inspectors during last
Friday’s busy night travel period
after they voted to strike for 12
hours.

The 120-odd MSS Security
employees — the company has a
contract with Perth’s Public Transport
Authority (PTA) to provide “revenue
protection” services — had initially
proposed to impose a ban on issu-
ing fines.

But after the PTA informed them
they would not receive any pay while
the ban was in place, the workers at
a stop work meeting voted instead
to strike.

The Liquor, Hospitality and
Miscellaneous Workers’ Union
(LHMU) members are seeking 12
percent a year pay increases over
a two-year agreement, 18 months
back-pay, improvements to penalty
rates and training in dealing with
aggressive passengers.

They have rejected as inadequate
MSS’s offer of a 1.4% increase in
the first year, plus the $26-a-week
minimum pay increase, and then 3%
increases in second and third year.

The employer in opposing the
union’s application for a protected
action ballot argued it could not
afford the employees’ claim because

of the tight constraints imposed by its
contract with the PTA.

Commissioner Danny Cloghan
rejected the employer’s argument and
granted the ballot, which the employ-
ees ultimately voted up last week.
LHMU WA branch assistant secretary
Carolyn Smith said the workers were
reluctant to strike because of the
safety implications for passengers
travelling that night.

“This is a massive over-reaction
by MSS and PTA and it will hurt
not only the workers but the general
public of WA,” she said. The PTA was
unavailable for comment. &

Abbott determined
to privatise

education

Opposition Leader Tony Abbott’s
decision to make school fees tax
deductible and to slash spending
on public schools showed he is
determined to privatise education,
said the Australian Education
Union (AEU).

AEU federal president Angelo
Gavrielatos said that it was a
regressive move to take money
away from the public provision of
education for all students and return
some of it to parents who could
afford to pay private school fees.

“Instead of ensuring that we
have a public school system that
meets the needs of all children, and
benefits the nation as a whole, Mr
Abbott is determined to take us on
a path towards the privatisation of
education.

“All Australians have the right
to access a high quality public
school in their local community.
But a Coalition Government would
undermine that fundamental right.”

He said the $3.1 billion
in education cuts already
announced by the Coalition will
disproportionately impact on public
schools.

“The Coalition has also
promised to keep a funding model
that will deliver more than two
thirds of federal funding to private
schools.

“Under Tony Abbott the public
school share of funding will get
smaller and smaller. Australians
want to see both sides of politics
commit to spending more, not less
on public education.” &

Book Launch
im Sharp [Leftside

Brisbane

Program includegs
Lilla Watson:
Welcome

Humphrey McQueen:
Australian historian and social critic

Craig Buckley:
Ray Hearne:
Jumping Fences:

Unique blend of politics and music
Ross Clark:

A book of poetry

by an authentic

australian working class voice
Saturday 31st July 3:00pm - 5:00pm
Qld Council of Unions Building

16 Peel St., South Brishane
Refreshments available (gold coin donation)

Rep from the meatworkers union, the AMIEU

UK Folk and Labour Historian (Video presentation)

Well known Brishane poet and performer

Read more about the book:
www.surplusvalue.org.au/Leftside.html

For more details, contact:
Ross Gwyther: 07 3366 5318
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Importance of
primary health care

Dr Con Costa*

Over the last 20 years the biparti-
san policy of the major parties has
seen the creeping privatisation of
health services — including the 30
percent public subsidy for private
health insurance which is accel-
erating the transfer of specialists
and administration to the private
hospital system. The private health
system is growing while the public
sector is shrinking. Increasingly
the system is based around doctors
charging for episodic care on a
fee-for-service basis and less and
less salaried doctors working in
team-based care.

Our frontline health services are
failing in prevention and in treating
those most in need.

This can be seen in the way thou-
sands of men now have a simple blood
test as the sole means of screening
for prostate cancer — called Prostatic
Specific Antigen (PSA). The test is
unreliable. A raised PSA could sim-
ply be on the basis of ageing and an
enlarging prostate. Monitoring PSA is
thus best reserved for advanced pros-
tate cancer. Public authorities advise
GPs against relying on a PSA blood
test as a screening test; that “it’s more
trouble than its worth”. Nevertheless,
it is now routinely used by time-poor
Aussie GPs as a screening test for
men’s health.

By not doing the standard test for
prostate disease, a rectal examination,
the doctor has also missed the oppor-
tunity to screen for bowel cancer — (up
to 90 percent of bowel cancers are
in the lower end of the bowel which
can be reached by the doctors finger).

The problem here is not the PSA
test. It is that the current payment
system acts as a disincentive to doc-
tors spending time with their patients.
It encourages quick, perfunctory care.
The result is a less efficient health
system and, as in this case, screening
gone wrong or the patient being sent
off for expensive and unnecessary
tests including such tests as a CT
scan which is equivalent to radiation
exposure of 300 X-Rays.

Doctors know the PSA blood test
is unreliable — they order it because
it is the practical thing to do in the
circumstances of a packed waiting
room and where they are probably
working alone. Simply put, under the
walk-in, walk-out payment system,
undressing and examining a patient
takes time and costs the doctor money.

To take another example, frail
elderly patients in residential aged
care need regular careful watching
and monitoring of health needs.
They are usually on multiple, strong
medications, have chronic underlying
health problems or they can fall and
hurt themselves. Many are depressed
—who wouldn’t be? They need close
regular monitoring of their diabetes
or blood pressure and medications.

However, many GPs are no
longer prepared to make the trip to
the nursing home. A minority attend
but usually only for a quick visit to
write up medications on a monthly
basis. At the same time the private
residential aged care owners find it
much cheaper to employ non-nursing
trained staff.

When things go wrong, which
is often on a daily basis, the easy
recourse is for the staff to ring an
ambulance and dump the frail, elderly
patient on the overrun hospital emer-
gency department (ED) staff. This is
a very expensive way to run a health
system — as the elderly patient may
often end up admitted to hospital.
Hospital day costs are $1,500 per day
compared with $60 for a GP visit.

It is the way we pay our GPs
which is the problem — encouraging
isolation and fast throughput rather
than the GP working in comprehen-
sive team-based management with
nurses and allied health workers.
Under the current fee-for-service
system, the more patients seen, the
higher the doctor’s income.

Put it another way, under the
walk-in, walk-out payment system,
doctors lose money if they spend
time with the patient — or if they
have to leave their office to visit the
frail elderly.

Thus Australia’s GPs have
become fairly good at providing a
form of limited care or episodic care
— often dominated by the “worried
well”. And this is to the exclusion of
chronic and complex care, home care
and nursing home care. The system
is badly skewed towards those in
relatively good health and away from
those who most need it.

Primary care has become a system
with perverse incentives often lead-
ing to poor decision making, and an
avoidance of those with complex
care needs or those with multiple
complaints or who would be time
consuming for the doctor — known
in the trade as “heart sink patients”.

Thus our hospitals increasingly
becoming the default in the health
system — acting as safety net but also
for acute care and elective surgery.
The paradox is that long waiting lists
are seen to be an indicator of hospital
system dysfunction — rather than the
other way around, ie failure of front
line services. Thus, Labor’s hospital-
centric solution to change the way
we finance our public hospitals — is,
in Rudd speak, “grabbing the wrong
end of the pineapple”.

The real solution lies in changing
the way we pay the doctor. Only in
this way will there be a re-organi-
sation of frontline care services, so
that doctors and nurses spend more
time with their patients — especially
those with chronic and complex care
needs, the frail elderly as well as time
for proper screening services and
preventive care.
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Block funding of all complex
conditions and care of the elderly
would enable comprehensive care in
the community and help keep people
out of hospital. And isn’t that what
a health system should be about? A
team-based approach of doctors and
nurses and allied health/community
care delivering comprehensive care at
much lower cost in the community —
where it is more appropriate. Just as
we have team-based care in hospitals.

Comprehensive care

Progressive reforms to strengthen
and extend Medicare with the
provision of reformed comprehensive
primary care, aged care, mental health
services in the community, dental
care and much expanded home care
services are the way of the future. It
is the only way to meet the needs of
an ageing population and to contain
health costs. The government’s
hospital-centric approach to health
reform is the way of the past. It is
a dead end that will take us down a
path to expensive user pays American
system of health care.

The solution is a strong and
invigorated Primary Care System —
building and extending on the access
and equity provided by Medicare
but ensuring that the “access” is to
comprehensive team based care in
the community — not GPs forced to
work alone in solo practice. Thus the
focus of primary care would no longer
be on episodic care for the worried
and a perfunctory and fast turnstile
approach to care for the very sick, the
frail elderly and the dying.

Fixing Primary Care and front
line services is the only way to fix
the hospitals in a sustainable fashion
i.e. without eventually leading
to rationing and privatisation in
the future. Treating people in the
community means that our hospitals
are left to deal with more appropriate
cases such as major trauma, severe
illness or elective surgery.

*Dr Con Costa is the national
vice-president of the Doctors’
Reform Society. The above is
based on extracts taken from a
far longer article on the health
system and policy published

in the latest Australian Marxist
Review. &

Darebin Council in Victoria has passed a resolution calling
for a former industrial site seven kilometres from the centre of
Melbourne to be turned into a processing centre for refugees.
“Council notes that this beautiful site on the banks of the
Yarra is well placed to act as a local metropolitan alternative
to offshore processing of asylum seekers and could also
be a replacement for the inhumane detention of refugees in
remote locations,” the resolution states. Darebin mayor Vince
Fontana expects the local community to support the idea. “We
have got a very diverse community and quite a few people
have come from displaced cultures and so on, and | think they
will have a full understanding,” he said. The site covers 16.5
hectares, is up for sale and expects to fetch more than $150
million. It used to be the old Amcor paper mill site and needs an
environmental clean-up after almost a century of industrial use.

Kim Beazley, Australian ambassador to the USA, offered
advice to whoever wins the election on August 21 — come early
and come often to do the round of introductions once again.
Mr Beazley pointed out that Australian prime ministers were
well regarded in the US. It is quite illuminating to find out the
reasons why, according to Mr Beazley. “In the case of Kevin
Rudd it was partly his proximity to the Obama agenda; in the
case of John Howard it was his support for a war for which
there was not a great deal of international approval. In the case
of Paul Keating, it was his support in terms of his willingness to
argue for particular regional organisations, including APEC.”
Bob Hawk was a staunch ally in the Cold War. Roll on the
day when Australian prime ministers are mainly interested in
looking after Australia’s interests and those of their citizens.

Police are investigating an incident in which a device containing
fireworks was placed on a mining manager’s ute. Security guards
disturbed two men who had allegedly lit the device. Nobody
was hurt and there was no damage to the ute. Xstrata Coal
chose to use this regrettable incident to put the blame on trade
unionists and the union they belong to, the CFMEU. There is an
ongoing dispute between the union and Xtrata Coal over a new
enterprise agreement. The CFMEU mining and energy division
strongly condemned the alleged threat to the safety of the person
in question and pointed out that Xtrata Coal should not have
exploited the incident as an industrial issue. After all, the CFMEU
did not accuse Xtrata Coal of firebombing its office in Lidcombe
in western Sydney. The police are still investigating that attack.
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Organic Cuba without fossil

Dr Mae-Wan Ho

Cuba is where agriculture without fossil
fuels has been put to its greatest test, and
it has passed with flying colours. The year
1989 ushered in the “Special Period”, a
scenario that will hit some countries in the
not too distant future unless they prepare
for it right now.

Before 1989, Cuba was a model Green
Revolution farm economy, based on huge
production units of state-owned farms, and
dependent on vast quantities of imported oil,
chemicals and machinery to produce export
crops. Under agreements with the former Soviet
Union, Cuba had been an oil-driven country,
and 98 percent of all its petroleum had come
from the Soviet bloc.

In 1988, 12-13 million tons of Soviet oil
were imported and of this, Cubans re-exported
two million tons. In 1989, Cuba was forced to
cut the re-export in half and in 1990, oil exports
were cut entirely as only 10 of 13 million
tons promised by the Soviet Union had been
received. At the end of 1991, only six of the
promised 13 million tons were received, and
the shortfall in oil began to severely affect the
nation’s economy.

While oil was critical, other losses were
also important, as 85 percent of all Cuba’s
trade was with the Soviets. Cuba exported 66
percent of all sugar and 98 percent of its citrus
fruit to the Soviet bloc, and imported from
them 66 percent of its food, 86 percent of all
raw materials, and 80 percent of machinery and
spare parts. Consequently, when support from
the Soviet bloc was withdrawn, factories closed,
food scarcity was widespread and an already
inadequate technology base began eroding.

The collapse of the Soviet bloc and the
tightened US trade embargo exposed the vul-
nerability of Cuba’s Green Revolution model,
and it was plunged into the worst food crisis
in its history.

In early 1990, a survival economy was put
in place as 100,000 tons of wheat normally
obtained through barter arrangements failed to
arrive and the government had to use scarce
hard currency to import grain from Canada.
The price of food went up and bread had to
be rationed. Overall, food consumption was
said to decrease by 20 percent in calories and
27 percent in protein between 1989 and 1992.

To make matters worse, Cuba’s efforts to
reverse the trend of rural-urban migration over
the past decades failed to stem the increasing
tides of rural migrants to the cities, especially
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to Havana. In 1994, 16,541 migrated to Havana
from all over Cuba, more than any year since
1963. By 1996, the figure had reached 28,193,
taking it to pre-revolution level. Shortages of
food and medicine and gasoline were driving
people to the capital.

Policies to stop the inflow were put in place
in 1997, but not before the population density
in the capital reached 3,000 inhabitants per
square kilometre.

Cuba was faced with a dual challenge of
doubling food production with half the previous
inputs, with some 74 percent of its population
living in cities. Yet by 1997, Cubans were eating
almost as well as they did before 1989, with
little food and agrochemicals imported.

Instead, Cuba concentrated on creating a
more self-reliant agriculture: a combination
of higher crop prices paid to farmers, agr-
oecological technology, smaller production
units, and most importantly, urban agriculture.
Urbanisation is a growing trend worldwide.
More people now live in cities than in the coun-
tryside. By 2015 about 26 cities in the world
are expected to have populations of 10 million
or more. To feed cities of this size requires at
least 6,000 tons of food a day.

The Cuban response

The way Cuba responded was an inspira-
tion to the rest of the world. It began with a
nation-wide call to increase food production by
restructuring agriculture. It involved convert-
ing from conventional large-scale, high input
monoculture systems to smaller scale, organic
and semi-organic farming systems. The focus
was on using low cost and environmentally
safe inputs, and relocating production closer to
consumption in order to cut down on transporta-
tion costs, and urban agriculture was a key part
of this effort.

A spontaneous, decentralised movement
had arisen in the cities. People responded
enthusiastically to the government initiative.
By 1994, more than 8,000 city farms were cre-
ated in Havana alone. Front lawns of municipal
buildings were dug up to grow vegetables.
Offices and schools cultivated their own food.
Many of the gardeners were retired men aged
in their 50s and 60s, and urban women played
a much larger role in agriculture than their
rural counterparts.

By 1998, an estimated 541,000 tons of food
were produced in Havana for local consumption.
Food quality has also improved as people had
access to a greater variety of fresh fruits and
vegetables. Urban gardens continued to grow

and some neighbourhoods were producing as
much as 30 percent of their own food.

The growth of urban agriculture was largely
due to the State’s commitment to make unused
urban and suburban land and resources available
to aspiring urban farmers. The issue of land
grants in the city converted hundreds of vacant
lots into food producing plots, and new plan-
ning laws placed the highest land use priority
on food production.

Another key to success was opening farm-
ers” markets and legalising direct sales from
farmers to consumers. Deregulation of prices
combined with high demand for fresh produce
in the cities allowed urban farmers to make two
to three times as much as the rural professionals.

The government also encouraged gardeners
through an extensive support system including
extension agents and horticultural groups that
offered assistance and advice. Seed houses
throughout the city sold seeds, gardening tools,
compost and distributed biofertilizers and other
biological control agents at low costs.

New biological products and organic garden-
ing techniques were developed and produced by
Cuba’s agricultural research sector, which had
already begun exploring organic alternatives to
chemical controls, enabling Cuba’s urban farms
to become completely organic. In fact, a new
law prohibited the use of any pesticides for agri-
cultural purposes anywhere within city limits.

The introduction of a diversified market-
based system for food distribution has spurred
increased agricultural productivity. The United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation
estimated that between 1994 and 1998, Cuba
tripled the production of tubers and plantains,
and doubled the production of vegetables, which
doubled again in 1999. Potatoes increased from
188,000 tons in 1994 to 330 000 ton in 1998,
while beans increased by 60 percent and citrus
by 110 percent from 1994 to 1999.

Anecdotal information suggests that thou-
sands of families have left cities and large
towns to make their livelihood from the land.
Other information suggests that thousands of
unemployed — including rural migrants — have
found employment in urban agriculture.

Rural agroecology and
land restructuring

Agroecological methods were introduced
into Cuba’s rural communities largely out of the
necessity of coping without artificial fertilisers
and pesticides; but this was also amply sup-
ported with substantial government resources,

A new law prohibited the use of any pesticides for agricultural purposes anywhere within city limits.

More than 8,000 city farms were created in Havana a

state-funded research, and fundamental policy
shifts at the highest levels of government.
Agroecological farming in the countryside
and organic urban agriculture were the key to
stabilising both urban and rural populations.

The agroecological methods introduced
include locally produced biopesticides and
biofertilisers substituting for the artificial chemi-
cal inputs, complex agrosystems designed to
take advantage of ecological interactions and
synergisms between biotic and abiotic factors
that enhance soil fertility, biological pest con-
trol, and achieving higher productivity through
internal processes.

Other practices involve increased recycling
of nutrients and biomass within the system,
addition of organic matter to improve soil
quality and activate soil biology, soil and water
conservation, diversification of agrosystems
in time and space, integration of crops and
livestock, and integration of farm components
to increase biological efficiencies and preserve
productive capacity.

In 1993, the Cuban government unveiled a
major reorganisation of agriculture, restructuring
state farms as private cooperatives. The new
farms, (which now make up the largest sector in
Cuba agriculture) were called UBPCs or Basic
Units of Cooperative Production, based on a
growing perception that smaller farms would be
more easily managed and better able to take on
the sustainable agriculture practices.

The state retains ownership of the land, leas-
ing it on a long-term basis, but rent-free. The
cooperative, not the state, owns the production,
and the members’ earnings are based on their
share of the cooperative’s income. The UBPC
also owns buildings and farm equipment, pur-
chased from the government at discount prices
with long-term, low interest loans (4 percent).
Most UBPCs produce sugar at given quotas,
limiting any other crops that they might produce,
so they have little to sell in agricultural markets,
which restricts their options and income.

In addition to the UBPCs, the break up of
large state farms has freed large plots of land for
other use, and land has been turned over to both
private farmers and agricultural cooperatives.

Small farmers working on privately owned
farms and in cooperatives have made major
contributions to the successful implementation
of agroecology in the countryside.
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lone.

Agricultural Production Cooperatives
(CPAs) were first created 20 to 30 years ago
by farmers who chose to pool their land and
resources to attain greater production and
marketing and economic efficiency. Although
the CPAs were of minimal importance then,
they began to rebound in the early 1990s. The
UBPCs were modelled after them, except that
farmers in the CPAs owned their land.

The Credit and Service Cooperative (CCS)
is an association of small landowners joining up
with other small farmers to receive credit and
services from state agencies. They may also
share machinery and equipment, and thus are
able to take advantage of economies of scale.
CCS members purchase inputs and sell products
at fixed prices through state agencies, based on
production plans and contracts established with
the state distribution system.

Any production above and beyond the
contracted quantity may be sold in farmers’
markets at free market prices. These small
farmers have been the most productive sector
in Cuban agriculture, outperforming both the
CPAs and UBPCs. CCS farmers have higher
incomes than members of other cooperatives.

While all farmers continue to sell a
percentage of their produce to the state
marketing board, farmers are now motivated to
produce in excess of their agreed quota, which
they can sell to agricultural markets, often at
twice the contracted government price. They
can triple or quadruple their income.

The urban
agricultural miracle

Today, Vivero Alamar (Alamar Gardens) is
an oasis amid the monotonous array of perfectly
rectangular apartment blocks of Soviet-style
housing in the Alamar district of eastern Havana.
Itis a 27-acre organic farm set in the middle of
a city of two million people.

Founded in 1994 on a small 9-acre parcel
of land, it has become a 140-person business
producing a steady harvest of a wide range of
fruits and vegetables: lettuces, carrots, tomatoes,
avocadoes, culinary and medicinal herbs, chard
and cucumbers.

After harvest the crops are sold directly to
neighbours at a colourful farm stand. Vivero
Alamar also sells a range of organic composts

and mulches and a selection of patio plants. In
2005, this neighbourhood-managed worker-
owned cooperative earned approximately
US$180,000. After capital improvements
and operating expenses, it pays each worker
about US$500 a year; compared to the Cuban
minimum wage of US$10 a month.

Vivero Alamar is just one example of the
revolution in food production that swept Cuba
in the early 1990s and continues today. From
Santiago de Cuba in the east to Pinar del Rio
in the west, thousands of urban gardens are
blossoming. Some 300,000 Cubans are busy
growing their own fruits and vegetables and
selling the surplus to their neighbours.

Although urban agriculture is totally
organic, the country as a whole is not. But the
amount of chemical inputs has been drastically
reduced. Before the crisis hit in 1989, Cuba
used more than one million tons of synthetic
fertilisers a year. Today, it uses about 90,000
tons. During the Soviet period, Cuba applied
up to 35,000 tons of herbicides and pesticides
a year, today, it is about 1,000 tons.

Like many small poor countries, Cuba
remains reliant on export agriculture to earn
hard currency. It is a robust exporter of tobacco,
sugar, coffee, and citrus fruits, and is selling a
significant amount of the last three as certified
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organic. Foreign investment in such ventures is
on the rise. But when it comes to sustainable
agriculture, Cuba’s most impressive innovation
is its network of urban farms and gardens.

According to Cuba’s Ministry of
Agriculture, some 150,000 acres of land is being
cultivated in urban and suburban settings, in
thousands of community farms, ranging from
modest courtyards to production sites that fill
entire city blocks.

Organoponicos, as they are called, show
how a combination of grassroots effort and
official support can result in sweeping change,
and how neighbours can come together and
feed themselves. When the food crisis hit, the
organoponicos were an ad hoc response by
local communities to increase the amount of
available food. But as the power of the com-
munity farming movement became obvious,
the Cuban government stepped in to provide
key infrastructure support and to assist with
information dissemination and skills sharing.

Most organoponicos are built on land
unsuitable for cultivation; they rely on raised
planter beds. Once the organoponicos are laid
out, the work remains labour-intensive. All
planting and weeding is done by hand, as is
harvesting. Soil fertility is maintained by worm
composting. Farms feed their excess biomass,

along with manure from nearby rural farms to
worms that produce a nutrient-rich fertiliser.
Crews spread about two pound of compost per
square yard on the bed tops before each new
planting.

Gardeners come from all walks of life:
artists, doctors, teachers. Fernando Morel,
president of the Cuban Association of
Agronomists said: “It’s amazing. When we had
more resources in the ’80s, oil and everything,
the system was less efficient than it is today.”

The hybrid public-private partnership
appears to work well. In return for providing the
land, the government receives a portion of the
produce, usually about one-fifth of the harvest,
to use at state-run day care centres, schools and
hospitals. The workers get to keep the rest to
sell at produce stands located right at the farm.
It is more than fair trade.

The City of Havana now produces enough
food for each resident to receive a daily serving
of 280 grams of fruits and vegetables a day.
The UN food program recommends 305 grams.

Joe Kovach, an entomologist from Ohio
State University who visited Cuba on a 2006
research delegation sums up the situation: “ In
25 years of working with farmers, these are the
happiest, most optimistic, and best-paid farmers
| have ever met.”

Long queues of shoppers form at the farm
stalls, people are shopping for quality and
freshness, the produce is harvested as they buy,
reducing waste to a minimum.

Urban agriculture nationwide reduces the
dependence of urban populations on rural
produce. Apart from organoponicos, there are
over 104,000 small plots, patios and popular
gardens, very small parcels of land covering
an area of over 3,600 acres, producing more
than the organoponicos and intensive gardens
combined.

There are also self-provisioning farms
around factories, offices and business, more
than 300 in Havana alone. Large quantities
of vegetables, root crops, grains, and fruits
are produced, as well as milk, meat, fish
eggs and herbs. In addition, suburban farms
are intensively cultivated with emphasis on
efficient water use and maximum reduction of
agrotoxins; these are very important in Havana,
Santa Clara, Sancti Spiritus, Camaguey, and
Santiago de Cuba.

Shaded cultivation and apartment-style
production allow year-round cultivation when
the sun is at its most intense. Cultivation is also
done with diverse soil substrate and nutrient
solutions, mini-planting beds, small containers,
balconies, roofs, etc with minimal use of soil.
Production levels of vegetables have doubled or
tipled every year since 1994, and urban gardens
now produce about 60 percent of all vegetables
consumed in Cuba, but only 50 percent of all
vegetables consumed in Havana.

The success of urban agriculture is put down
to the average Cuban citizen’s commitment to
the ideal of local food production. There is so
much for the world to learn from the Cuban
experience, not least of which, agriculture
without fossil fuels is not only possible but
also highly productive and health promoting in
more ways than one.

Source: Australia-Cuba Friendship Society
Newsletter, March 2010 &

The focus was on using low cost and
environmentally safe inputs, and relocating
production closer to consumption in order to
cut down on transportation costs, and urban
agriculture was a key part of this effort.
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The dangerous rise of
the Tea Party

Ted Rall

Is the Tea Party racist? Democrats
who play liberals on TV say it
isn’t. Vice President Joe Biden
says the Tea Party “is not a racist
organisation” per se, but allows
that “at least elements that were
involved in some of the Tea Party
folks expressed racist views.”

Right-wing Congresswoman
Michele Bachmann has received
permission to form an official Tea
Party Caucus in the US House of
Representatives. It’s official. The Tea
Party matters.

So: is it racist? Certainly a size-
able minority of Tea Partiers’ “take
America back” rhetoric is motivated
by thinly disguised resentment that
a black guy is president. As for the
remainder, their tacit tolerance of
the intolerant speaks for itself. “Take
America back” from whom? You
know whom. It ain’t white CEOs.

Yes. The Tea Party is racist.
Obviously.

But racism is only one facet of a
far more sinister political strain. It is
more accurate to categorise the Tea
Party as something the United States
has never seen before, certainly not in
such large numbers or as widespread.

The Tea Party is a protofascist
movement.

Robert O Paxton defined fascism
as “a form of political behaviour
marked by obsessive preoccupation
with community decline, humiliation
or victimhood and by compensatory
cults of unity, energy and purity, in
which a mass-based party of com-
mitted nationalist militants, working
in uneasy but effective collaboration
with traditional elites, abandons
democratic liberties and pursues with
redemptive violence and without ethi-
cal or legal restraints goals of internal
cleansing and external expansion.”

Typical Tea Party rants fit the
classic fascist mould in several
respects. America, Tea Partiers com-
plain, is falling behind. They blame
leftists and liberals for a “stab in the
back,” treason on the homefront. The
trappings of hypernationalism — flags,
bunting, etc — are notably pervasive
at Tea Party rallies, even by US
standards. We see “collaboration with

traditional elites” — Rush Limbaugh,
Congressmen, Republican Party big-
wigs (including the most recent vice
presidential nominee) — to an extent
that is unprecedented in recent history.

Tea Partiers haven’t called for
extralegal solutions to the problems
they cite. Then again, they’re not in
power yet. Wait.

One major component is missing:
aggressive militarism. Certainly most
Tea Partiers support the US’s wars
and the troops who fight them. But
Tea Partiers focus on domestic issues.

Because it has no central lead-
ership and because it is easier to
attract new members if you never
say anything specific enough to turn
anyone off, ideological vagueness is
a defining characteristic of the Tea
Party movement. Indeed, ideological
imprecision tends to increase as you
move from left to right on the politi-
cal spectrum.

Moving right, bourgeois organi-
sations such as the two major US
political parties have platform planks
and principles, but tend to be mushy
and flexible. As we move to the far
right ideas become grand, sweep-
ing, meaningless slogans (take the
nation back! death to the traitors!).
What should be done is nominally
whatever needs doing (i.e., whatever
the Leader orders).

Umberto Eco’s 1995 essay
“Eternal Fascism” describes the cult
of action for its own sake under fascist
regimes and movements: “Action
being beautiful in itself, it must be
taken before, or without, reflection.
Thinking is a form of emasculation.”

Note Republican Senator John
Cornyn’s choice of words when he
defended Tea Partiers against charges
of racism: “I think it’s slanderous to
suggest the vast movement of citizens
who have gotten off the couch and
showed up at town hall meetings and
Tea Party events, somehow to smear
them with this label, there’s just no
basis for it.”

Tea Partiers deserve praise
for having gotten “off the couch”.
They’ve shown up. That’s what
matters! Never mind that many -
those who get quoted in the media,
anyway — are painfully ignorant and
uneducated.

A Tea Party rally.

As an added bonus, Senator
Cornyn’s statement both demon-
strates “effective collaboration with
traditional elites” and another entry
from Eco’s checklist: “Disagreement
is treason.” Or slander. Eco also
discusses fascism’s “appeal to a
frustrated middle class, a class suf-
fering from an economic crisis or
feelings of political humiliation, and
frightened by the pressure of lower
social groups.” Guard the borders!
Deport the immigrants! Mexicans are
stealing our jobs!

So much anger. It’s too bad that
the (justifiable) rage of the white male
middle-class is directed against their
fellow victims. It’s worse that they’re
playing into the blood-soaked hands
of their own oppressors.
Information Clearing House &

COSATU backs
Dis-Chem strike

The Congress of South African
Trade Unions has reaffirmed its
full support for the strike by 2,000
SACCAWU members at more
than 40 Dis-Chem Pharmacies
nationwide, who have been on a
protected strike since May 27.

COSATU agrees with
SACCAWU that whilst workers
are willing to be flexible and con-
sider reasonable proposals from the
employer, Dis-Chem has stubbornly
refused to even consider the work-
ers’ demands. This demonstrates
the intransigence and arrogance of
this company which purports to be
a caring employer.

As a prerequisite to substan-
tive bargaining the union says the
following negotiation needs to take
place:

« Scope of the bargaining unit
and verification of union
membership;

 Balance between the across-the-
board and performance-related
pay increases;

¢ Timing of the implementation of
any future bargaining outcome
that represents an increase in
the current costs of terms and
conditions of employment.

The Company’s arrogant
attitude should be located in the
context of “Walmartisation” and
the growing anti-union attitude
amongst South African retailers.
At the centre of the Walmart phil-
osophy is an attempt to ensure that
retail companies remain union-free
zones.

For some time now, Dis-
Chem has consistently discour-
aged its employees from joining
SACCAWU and actively participat-
ing in union activities. Earlier last
year SACCAWU had to declare
a dispute to compel the company

to recognise it. Since then the
company refused to bargain over
wage increases and other terms and
conditions of employment for its
employees.

The strike has now been drag-
ging on for eight weeks with no
sign of the company demonstrat-
ing any willingness to come to the
table for negotiation.

Meanwhile workers have been
harassed by some store manag-
ers, mall managers and Metro and
SAPS Police. Some workers were
even assaulted on the picket-line
by a store manager in Pretoria.
This harassment of striking work-
ers on the picket-line is a further
attempt to provoke workers and
turn the public opinion against the
strike instead of negotiating with
SACCAWU on issues placed on the
table by the workers. &

Gov’'t must listen
to Okinawa’s

demand

Okinawa’s Ginowan City Mayor
Iha Yoichi announced his plan to
file a lawsuit against the central
government to determine the
legality of the presence of the US
Marine Corps Futenma Air Station
in his city.

His move is based on recom-
mendations published by lawyers
and legal experts, which claim that
the base violates the city’s autonomy
and forces it to shoulder unbearably
dangerous conditions.

The Futenma base, described
as “the most dangerous base in the
world” even by the US Secretary of
Defense, is located in the central part
of Ginowan City. Military aircraft
fly over residential areas form early
morning to the middle of the night,
causing a huge amount of continu-
ous noise.

In 2004, a CH-53 helicopter sta-
tioned at the Futenma base crashed
on the main building of the Okinawa
International University in a densely
populated area of Ginowan City.
While there were no casualties, it
could have been a terrible disaster
with many casualties.

As Mayor lha has pointed out,
the presence of the Futenma base
increases the city’s financial burdens
and tramples on its autonomy. For
instance, the municipality had to
set up three fire stations at locations
around the base since it occupies a
large area in the heart of the city.
Without the base, one centrally locat-
ed fire station would have sufficed.

The municipal government cannot
adopt ordinances to regulate noise
caused by the US military facility or
conduct research on cultural proper-
ties buried under the base borders
because the Japan-US Status of Forces
Agreement gives the US forces the
right to control all movement on
their bases.

What the central government must
do is to sincerely listen to the local
demands and ease the unbearable
conditions for the people in Okinawa,
and not load further base burdens on
them by implementing the Japan-US
agreement to build a new US military
facility within the prefecture.
Akahata @
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Thousands of hotel workers
protest at Hyatt

Marco Elizando &
Marilyn Bechtel

CHICAGO: Thousands of Unite
Here! members and their labour
and community supporters took
to the streets in 15 cities across
the US and Canada on July 22 in a
coordinated protest at Hyatt hotels.

Peaceful civil disobedience
marked protests in several cities.

The demonstrators were express-
ing their outrage at the Hyatt’s layoffs,
slashing of workers’ hours and takea-
way demands in contract talks, at the
same time the giant hotel chain has
reported having over US$1.3 billion in
available cash and its wealthy owners,
the Pritzker family, took in over $900
million from the hotel’s first public
offering in November 2009.

Here in Chicago — Pritzker family
headquarters — hundreds of workers
sat down in the street in front of the
Hyatt Regency’s glass tower that rises
high above the Chicago River. They
were cheered on by 1,000 supporters
lining both sides of the drive in front
of the hotel.

Twenty five sit-in participants
were arrested after demonstrators
blocked traffic for nearly an hour.

As onlookers cheered, the work-
ers, with signs reading “Enough
is Enough!” pinned to their backs,
entered the street in single file and sat
down in rows. “We are human beings,
enough is enough!” they chanted as
they sat, arms linked, filling the street
from one end to the other.

One demonstrator — a Hyatt
Regency room attendant — said the last
two years have been really difficult.

“Hyatt laid me off for eight
months, and | have a newborn baby to
support.” When she finally returned,
she said she found several co-workers
had injured their backs because of
new heavy mattresses and a heavier
workload.

“What was already a hard job just

got harder, and | am standing up to
Hyatt, because their profits are coming
back but we’re still in pain.”

Sit-in participant Christian Saez,
a hotel cook, said of current contract
negotiations, “We’re not stupid. We
may not have the formal education but
we know what’s going on.”

In an attempt to drown out the
workers’ voices, hotel management
sent two plain clothes security person-
nel to operate a sand blaster near the
main entrance.

When reporters tried to ask the
sandblasters why they were operat-
ing the machinery without actually
sand-blasting anything, they were
prevented from doing so by Mike
Patia, who said he was responsible
for hotel security.

“l have no comment about what
they are doing,” he said.

Standing in front of a hastily
rigged banner reading, “Hyatt appreci-
ates its associates,” he said, “You’ll
have to remove yourself from here
because this is private property.”

In San Francisco, some 1,400
Unite Here! Local 2 members and
their labour and community support-
ers packed the streets surrounding
upscale Union Square as they marched
to the Grand Hyatt hotel.

Along with the San Francisco
Labour Council and dozens of unions,
many community and faith organisa-
tions were also represented, including
the Progressive Jewish Alliance. “We
think it’s very important to support
workers’ rights,” said PJA member
Kate Smallenburg. “We see a lot of
problems with the big hotels, includ-
ing not allowing workers to organise.”

Once at their destination, over 150
demonstrators sat down in the middle
of the street, proudly displaying their
frowny-faced “Shame on Hyatt” plac-
ards and refusing to move as ordered
by police. They were cited and later
released by police.

Over 9,000 San Francisco hotel
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workers are among the 45,000 across
North America who are in contract
talks with major hotel chains. The
union says the Hyatt is demanding
“hundreds of dollars in monthly fam-
ily health care premiums, reduced
pensions and wages.”

Protests were also held in
Vancouver, Los Angeles, Long Beach,
Monterey, Honolulu, Boston, Toronto,
Miami, Pittsburgh, Indianapolis, San
Antonio, Santa Clara and San Diego.

Unite Here! says that while the
hotel industry nationwide is rebound-
ing strongly from the recession and
is expected to gain further in 2011
and 2012, hotels continue to squeeze
workers and cut staff. Nationally,
over 115,000 hotel industry jobs
have been cut since 2008, including
46,000 in the first quarter of 2010. In a
particularly notorious example, Hyatt
last year fired the entire housekeep-
ing staff at three Boston-area hotels,
replacing them with minimum-wage
contract workers.

People’s World &

Kosovo decision

serious legal precedent
Statement Communist Party of Greece

The international Court of The
Hague decided that the so called
“declaration of Kosovo independ-
ence” did not violate international
law. Although this decision is
not legally binding it is obvious
that it will make a serious legal
precedent.

The decision proves once again
what KKE has long ago warned of,
namely that the international law
formed after the Second World War,
as a result of the correlation of forc-
es between imperialism on the one
hand, and the Soviet Union and the
people’s republics on the other, no
longer exists. It has gone to pieces.

facebook

Become a friend of
the CPA on Facebook
www.cpa.org.au/facebook

On the one hand, the interna-
tional organisation covers for the
USA, NATO and other imperialist
forces and promotes their interests.
On the other hand, it has been
turned into a field of confronta-
tion and provisional compromises
between the big imperialist pow-
ers. For that reason, the decision
of the International Court “legiti-
mates” the war machine of NATO,
the imperialist war in The Balkans
and of course its outcomes, that is
the protectorate of Kosovo.

This decision constitutes a
warning for the Greek people as
well. The Greek governments of

Cwikker

Follow the CPA tweets
on twitter
@Communist_au

PASOK and ND rely on NATO,
the EU and the International
Court in relation to the problems
between Greece and Turkey. At
the same time the Court’s deci-
sion is particularly dangerous

as it adds fuel to the fire of the
existing minority differences.
These are fostered and exploited
by the imperialist powers for
their interventions. The Balkan
region is in danger of entering a
new cycle of imperialist interven-
tions and bloody conflicts under
the pretext of the “protection” of
minorities.

The peoples should not have
any illusions about the so called
“international institutions” and
the alleged “global democratic
governance “of capitalism. The
only hope for the peoples is the
firm and mass anti-imperialist
struggle, their common front
against imperialism and its
unions, a struggle which is inex-
tricably linked with the strug-
gle for and the construction of
socialism. &
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—@ Global Briefs

CANADA: In late July the UN General Assembly will consider a
Bolivian-sponsored resolution designating access to water and
sanitation as a human right. In a letter to UN diplomats, Maude
Barlow, founder of the Canadian-based Blue Planet Project,
asserted that “lack of access to clean water is the greatest human
rights violation in the world.” (See www.blueplanetproject.net)
“Nearly two billion people live in water-stressed areas and three
billion have no running water within a kilometre of their homes,”
she added. Barlow elsewhere condemned northern industri-
alised countries, Canada in particular, for opposing the resolution
dear to developing nations. But, according to the Stockholm
International Water Institute, sanitation problems pose more
danger to the world’s poor than reduced water access.

ROMANIA: Greenpeace activists in early July blocked entry to
the headquarters of the Rosia Montana Gold Corporation. They
were protesting against preparations for gold and silver mining
operations in north-western Romania that depend upon cya-
nide technology. Canada-based Gabriel Resources holds 80
percent ownership in the corporation with remaining shares con-
trolled by the Romanian government, which anticipates at least
US$2 billion in income. Opinion surveys show that 80 percent
of Romanians reject what would be Europe’s largest gold mine.

MOZAMBIQUE: At a summit meeting in Brasilia on July 14,
European Union and Brazilian leaders agreed to expand bio-
fuel production in Mozambique. Anabela Lemos of Friends of
the Earth Mozambique responded: “The expansion of biofuels
in our country is transforming natural forest and vegetation into
fuel crops, taking away fertile farmland from communities grow-
ing food.” (See www.foeeurope.org) Rural poverty there exceeds
64 percent, malnutrition approaches 40 percent, and foreign
corporations have targeted 12 million acres of land for biofu-
el production. In a recent comprehensive report, Friends of the
Earth warned that conversion of land to industrialised jatropha
production threatens food sovereignty and livelihoods. Jatropha
plant oil used for diesel fuel satisfies anticipated EU requirements
that vehicle fuels be made from 20 percent renewable sources.

INDIA: The Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative
has devised a new way of looking at poverty to be incorporat-
ed into the next UN Human Development Report, one that looks
at broader measures of deprivation than income data alone.
An OPHDI study released July 20 utilizing its “Multidimensional
Poverty Index” showed that while 26 of the poorest African
nations claim 410 million poor people, eight of the poorer Indian
states are home to 421 million of the poor. Three years ago,
46 percent of Indians were malnourished. Commenting on the
report, the Hindu newspaper highlighted “another India,” one out
of step with the newly refurbished Delhi airport, the launching

recently of five satellites, and this year’'s 8.5 percent GDP rise.
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On the need to break
the two party system

Paul Howe’s column in The Sunday
Telegraph (July 18) was the most
classic piece of “Reds under the
Bed” I’ve seen in the capitalist
media in years. Under the huge
headline “Beware the Greens” he
launched into a most vicious attack
on Greens Senate candidate Lee
Rhiannon.

He claims that the Greens have
been infiltrated by people who are
more concerned with turning them
into a left wing socialist style party.
He calls this group “Watermelon
Greens”, green on the outside, red on

the inside, and that they are growing
in strength.

It is well known that opinion in
The Greens covers the entire politi-
cal spectrum. It is also to be hoped
that more and more Greens arrive
at the conclusion that radical social
change is the only way to preserve the
environment. But that is for them to
decide, no one can decide for them.

Howe’s article was as much an
attack on the Communist Party as The
Greens. This is seen in his reference to
when Lee Rhiannon was, as he says,
an “active member of the Stalinist
Socialist Party”.

All this points up again why the
two party system must be broken
and why we need Communists in
Parliament.

Ron Barrett
Sydney

Let’s deal with the

iImportant issues

The decision to shift the time of the
two main political parties’ leaders’
debate because of the clash with
a popular TV series Masterchef
speaks volumes for the level of

the popular engagement with the
political process.

Is it not surprising, though, given
the campaigns of both major parties
are generally about personalities and
their slanging off their opponents.
Nobody seems to be prepared to dis-
cuss policies that have any meaning
for the people both parties are so eager
to represent (or so they say).

The Australian published an
article on July 22 outlining the plight
of homeless people who are turned
away from crisis accommodation.
Two in every three people cannot
access crisis accommodation because
it is just not there. The Australian
Institute of Health and Welfare has
reported that 62 percent of homeless
people were not able to find a bed on
any given day during 2008-09. That
figure includes 80 percent of couples
with children.

The Institute’s figures of 82,300
Australians seeking emergency
accommodation every night is
shameful in itself. There are 13,300
women out of this number who are
escaping domestic violence. There are
24,600 children caught in this dreadful
situation as well.

How is this situation helped

HAVE YOUR SAY
Uhite a lettern to the Editor

by Tony Abbott’s clowning on the
“Hey, Hey It’s Saturday” program or
the discussion about Julia Gillard’s
wardrobe? Or is it that those who
actually run this country just let the
clowns go out to entertain the public
ever so often? It is sad to watch
the apathy of a large section of the
population.

The progressive protest vote is
still not large enough to threaten
the monopoly on power. It is a
responsibility and a duty of us all
to actively participate in political
life. Otherwise we’ll all finish up
entertaining the silly chook on TV
while the rich continue to rob the
poor.

Mati English
Sydney

The horrific death of
Mr Ward

Racism cuts to the bone. The
violence of the silence that sys-
temically supports racism and
bleeds compassion out of human-
ity demoralises our brothers and
sisters, those disenfranchised and
those downtrodden. When will our
national identity stop denying its
racist layers?

A man found death, melted to
the hot metal floor of the inside of
the back of a prisoner transport van.
Warburton Elder Mr Ward died in
temperatures reaching past 50 degrees
of heat. Two and half years later there
has been little remedy and the cries

for justice worn out by the ears that
had been listening.

Some in society and many groups
have uttered their undeniable outrage
at the never before seen horrific nature
of this particular death. Finally many
more people have argued for the flick-
er of hope to stare us back from the
horizon and for us to meet and create
a more just society. Why has it taken
such a graphic depiction of injustice,
wrong-doing and vile disregard for a
human being for us to ask questions
of how we treat one another?

There are many deaths in cus-
tody, most of them our Aboriginal
brothers and sisters. Somewhere in
Australia an Aboriginal person has
died in custody each month of the
last 18 months.

If the revered Elder Mr Ward had
been the offspring of elderly residents
of Peppermint Grove | assure, believe
you me, justice would have been
served. G4S, Corrective Services and
the criminal justice system would
have been brought to account, to an
education, and to hefty payouts.

The fact that it has taken such
a horrific death for many West
Awstralians to finally take some notice
of how we treat one another is some-
thing we should really think about.
We are all brothers and sisters. For
those of us who have felt the wrath
of racism every inaction in remedying
wrongs is salt to our deepest wounds.

Gerry Georgatos
Kurdungurlu of the First
Nations Political Party,
Senate candidate
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Competition
makes the
world go
round?

The pundits of capitalism are fond
of presenting the idea of “com-
petition” as fundamental to the
system. Competition, they say, is
what keeps prices down, improves
service, and somehow keeps the
system from becoming inhumane.

Drivel of this sort has poured out
of the rumour mills of capitalism, and
especially out of the movie studios
and television networks of capitalism,
for a couple of centuries.

However, no amount of
propaganda can make such an obvious
falsehood true. Far from being a
system that thrives on competition,
capitalism is a system predicated
on capturing the lion’s share of
the market, on eliminating any
competition. If driving the competitor
out of business fails, then takeovers or
mergers are tried, on the old adage “if
you can’t beat “em, join "em”.

Far from promoting competition
among themselves, capitalist
corporations realised early in their
history that co-operation and collusion
would boost their bottom line much
more readily. Cartels and price fixing,
international trusts and transnational
corporations are an inevitable part of
the system — endemic and inherent
to it.

Don’t for one moment think that
this inter-capitalist co-operation is in

any way intended to be for the good
of the human race. Dear me, no. It
is solely for the purpose of boosting
profits. The co-operation will cease
the moment one or other of the
co-operating corporations decides that
they have the opportunity to make
more money by aggression — either
commercial or military.

Capitalist corporations with strong
ties to each other nevertheless backed
opposite sides in WW?2, expecting,
with considerable justification, to
profit whichever side won. Only in
those dreadful post-war socialist
countries were their hopes dashed —
there those awful Communists insisted
that, since the corporations had been
largely responsible for backing the
war, they should not be allowed to
profit from it!

Their factories and businesses
were taken from them and either
given to their employees or taken over
by the government. (Outrageous!)
Now that they are once again
predominantly in private hands, wages

and conditions have been made more
“realistic”, in spite of the grumbling
of the employees.

And the factories, shipyards,
mills or whatever have in many of the
former socialist countries been closed
down or taken over by competitors
from France or Germany.

As capitalism develops, it reaches
a stage where it can no longer
profitably invest its surplus capital
within the confines of its own country
and it looks abroad for new sources
of profit. This stage, when capital is
being exported for investment abroad,
is called imperialism.

To make those foreign
investments possible, and to protect
them once they are made, capitalist
governments at the imperialist stage
build up powerful military forces
(itself a highly profitable exercise for
capitalist corporations) and then they
do to less powerful countries what
they have been used to doing to their
hapless commercial “competitors”.

Although imperialist powers

can co-operate against a perceived
threat — like that posed by the
Soviet Union or (memorably) their
imperialist rival Nazi Germany — it
is their rivalry that stands out as the
dominant characteristic. Unlike the
fanciful notions of professor Fell and
his committee, this rivalry does not
result in lower prices or improved
service.

What it does result in is the
consumption of ever-greater quantities
of resources by the military and a
greatly increased frequency of wars.
The number of wars or acts of war
since the end of WW2 is mind-
bogglingly large, as imperialists large
and small battled and continue to
battle to halt (or rebuff) the spread of
socialism and to eliminate their rivals.

It is ironic, is it not, that as
capitalist corporations in endless
pursuit of greater profits form
themselves into seemingly unified
transnational corporations with
global reach, their rivalry escalates
proportionately?

As Lenin showed, this inter-
imperialist rivalry is a crucial factor
in world affairs. But it is not a factor
that benefits the people, any more than
the competition between businesses at
the national (or regional or even local
level) actually benefits the people
(despite occasional “specials”).

Inter-imperialist rivalry has
brought us war on a global scale
more than once, a world-wide arms
race that has consumed precious
resources even as entire countries
faced famine, and the development
of weapons of mass destruction with
the ludicrous potential to wipe out all
life on Earth. As Nikita Krushchev
said of the prospect of a nuclear
war: “The survivors would envy
the dead”.

The alternative to capitalist
competition is socialist co-operation.
The difference is that one is based on
securing profits, the other is based on
meeting people’s needs. | won’t tell
you which is which — I am sure you
can work that out for yourselves! &
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n the early days of cinema —in

the "teens of the 20th century, in
fact — there was a short-lived fad for
filming famous stage actors in equally
famous plays, performed and filmed
as though they were on stage.

Film and stage are, however,
different media. Stage gestures that
appear subtle to someone seated at
the back of a theatre are glaringly
over-emphatic to an audience brought
up close by the camera. At the same
time, the sense of reality imparted by
photography jarred with the unreality
of stage scenery.

There are good reasons why plays
to be filmed are normally “adapted”,
rethought in terms of cinema or
television. Filming a play on stage,
in front of a live audience, can give
you an idea of what that particular
performance was like, a useful aide
in any history of the theatre perhaps.
But on film the performance looks
“stagey” and at the same time lacks
the immediacy and intimacy of live
theatre.

In short, it does a disservice to
the play and to the performers, who
would play it differently if they were
shooting it as a film.

To celebrate the 20th anniversary
of the founding of the Bell
Shakespeare company, we have

their production of King Lear (ABC2
Sunday August 1 at 7.30 pm) filmed
live at the Melbourne Arts Centre.

Grigori Kozintsev’s brilliant
Soviet film version of King Lear
won new audiences for Shakespeare’s
play. Superbly filmed, it brought
out the meaning of the play without
sacrificing its period or its setting.
This recording of Bell’s semi-surreal
stage production is unlikely to do
the same.

For a complete change of

pace, try Return To Cranford
(ABC1 Sundays August 1 and 8 at
8.30 pm), the bonnets and petticoats
saga of the life of the titular village,
as portrayed by Victorian novelist Mrs
Elizabeth Gaskell.

Judy Dench stars as Miss Matty,
in this 2-part sequel to the previous
popular series. Set in 1844, this story
of bucolic, very small town life on the
cusp of major changes (the railway
may come through the village if some
of the locals have their way) confirms
that Mrs Gaskell was no Jane Austen,
although her subject matter was very
similar.

Nevertheless, it’s a quality
production that should satisfy most
viewers.

he HBO western series

Deadwood (ABC2 Tuesdays
at 9.30pm from August 3), is set in
South Dakota — supposedly “Indian
Territory” according to the treaty
signed by the US government with the
Sioux and other tribes — in 1876, after
the discovery of gold has brought a
land-rush of white prospectors, settlers
and ne’er-do-wells to the Black Hills.

The series ran for three seasons
in the US and won several Emmies
and even a Golden Globe. That it
had pretensions to quality is evident
from the opening scenes: moody, even
muddy lighting, “authentic” western
clothing and a jarringly huge excess
of foul language from all characters,
male and female alike.

Jack, Brian, Sandra and Gerry in New Tricks begins this week (ABC1 Saturdays at 7.30 pm from August 7).

The US critics described it as
“character-driven”, presumably to
explain the lack of excitement or
any sense of “outdoor adventure”,
historically the main appeal of
the western genre. | just found
it surprisingly dull. Perhaps the
characters are meant to grow on you
over time, but that is not an enticing
prospect.

Watching women or men
endlessly swearing is no substitute
for clever writing, adroit pacing and
good photography, the hallmarks of
a good western.

he Gruen Transfer made
its way onto the ABC, sup-
posedly a commercial free zone,
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apparently for the express purpose of
persuading the Commission’s viewers
that advertising is an honourable pro-
fession, rather than a mainstay of an
exploitative and anti-people system.

Now we have a one hour
“special” devoted to how Evian made
their latest commercial! Roll” in’
Babies (ABC2 Wednesday August
4 at 9.30pm) is basically nothing
more than a plug for the company’s
“Roller Babies” ad, given the kind
of treatment usually reserved for a
major work of art or ground-breaking
scientific discovery.

No matter how clever the
technical effects are, what is this
rubbish doing on the ABC?

pisode three of The Making

Of Modern Australia, the
history of post-war Australia told
through images and reminiscences, is
entitled The Australian Heart (ABC1
Thursday August 5 at 8.30pm) and
deals with changing attitudes to love,
sex, marriage and romance.

All aspects of the subject
are covered: traditional long-
lived monogamous relationships,
traditional short-lived abusive or other
unsatisfactory relationships, women’s
lib, the sexual revolution, gay lib, the
declining rate of marriages, etc, even
cross dressing.

Like other episodes in this series,
this one is consistently interesting
and informative. One quibble | have

is that, while the commentary talks
consistently of women marching,
demonstrating and protesting, the
accompanying images show plenty
of men marching and demonstrating
side-by-side with them.

Portraying the struggle for
women’s rights as exclusively the
concern of women is a leftist position,
at once inaccurate and objectively
damaging to the overall movement
for democratic rights.

he differences between British

and US television series is
never more apparent than when you
compare the BBC’s New Tricks and
the American Cold Case. The former
has credible, well-rounded characters
and writing of some depth and per-
spicacity. The latter has cardboard
characters produced by a script
conference.

The latest series (the fifth) of
New Tricks begins this week (ABC1
Saturdays at 7.30 pm from August
7) with the team having to cope with
the collapse at the hands of a smarmy
lawyer of the trial of Ricky Hanson
(David Troughton, who makes a
wonderfully nasty and believable
thug) for the attempted murder of
their colleague Jack Halford (James
Bolam).

Meanwhile the team uncovers an
organ donor racket involving a posh
doctor, a prostitute and a three million
pound inheritance. &
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The struggle for Brisbane’s urban transport (part 5)
Resistance against privatisation

David Matters*

In 1997, the Queensland state
government fell into the hands
of the Borbidge Nationals who
proceeded to introduce Howard’s
anti-union legislation at the state
level, but without the Democrats’
amendments. The Labor Party-led
Brisbane Council announced that it
would cut spending by 10 percent
in all departments and services
that transport would have to meet
this or face privatisation.

At the same time the Council set
out its ideas to corporatise Brisbane’s
buses and to downgrade workers’
conditions. An attack was launched
to increase the hours per day before
overtime was paid, to reduce the pay-
ment for the broken shift spread, to
increase the unpaid meal break and to
end the 38-hour week by introducing a
160-hour monthly cycle with built-in
overtime. On top of this was the claim
to introduce casual employment on an
unlimited basis.

The first campaign that we had
to defeat was the proposal to corpo-
ratise the Brisbane buses. This had
already been done with Queensland
Rail. Under the new state legislation
this would have allowed the re-
employment of the whole workforce
under new conditions. This was the
same time as the new industrial leg-
islation was allowing the creation of
shelf companies to employ labour and
steal conditions.

In the end the union resisted
using all means possible, including
industrial and legal. We even went
as far as presenting an explana-
tion on Community Television on
the impact of corporatisation. This
resulted in the powers that be taking
over Community Television and shut-
ting down what was a very effective
campaign tool.

Attack on award

Soon after we won this campaign
the second attack was launched on
the union and its members by lodg-
ing an application in the Queensland
Avrbitration Commission to strip the
award. This involved demands to
increase the working week, lower pen-
alties and introduce casual employ-
ment. This new attack was serious as
the new Industrial Act allowed for the

commission to strip the award, with
the so-called “no disadvantage” and
the no extra claims clauses being of
little value in the extremely biased
Commission.

The union was still meeting with
the Management and the Lord Mayor
Jim Soorley over the savings agenda.
These were savage meetings and the
Lord Mayor was particularly vicious
telling the workers that they just had
to “eat a shit sandwich”. He told the
union that he had a fighting fund of
$5 million to take us on.

“More work, less pay”

The word around the industry was
that the Rail, Tram and Bus Union
would be shut down in the bus indus-
try. Their campaign even had slogans
and papers that they distributed to all
members of the union. The slogan was
“more work, less pay” and the argu-
ment was they were sick of paying us
to sit around and do nothing.

The context of this struggle was
in the growing attack on the maritime
and mining unions by the Howard
government which had been elected
in 1996.

It was during this struggle that the
Lord Mayor took to writing to union
members at their home address. The
union went as far as having a meeting
of members and their spouses. The
audacity was that the Lord Mayor
wanted to address it.

The ACTU held a conference in
Brisbane in the City Hall. This was
the conference where the Australian
Workers Union were locked out as
unfinancial and the maritime dispute
was in full swing in 1998. Cheryl
Kernot had just defected to Labor
from the Democrats and was invited
to address the conference. She spoke
about being welcomed into the Labor
family.

I had been given the call to speak
after Kernot and perhaps my words
were a little coloured by the way we
felt over the Labor Party attack on
our union. | remarked that we unfor-
tunately had an uncle in the family
who was molesting his children and
went on to detail the attack on our
union. | was told that it was all they
could do to restrain the Lord Mayor
who was demanding a right of reply.
I was disappointed that he was not
given this as it would have helped our
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cause for the whole union movement
to see this petty tyrant at his worst.

The union had been conducting a
campaign for over 12 months, hold-
ing up the proposed award changes,
when the council finally had a bright
idea and separated the casual applica-
tion from the rest of the claim. They
were of course successful in this
and despite our attempts to reach a
negotiated outcome they went ahead
and casuals were introduced in the
industry in May 1998.

Strike action

The rest of the claim was reintro-
duced as a separate application to
the Commission. At that point it
was decided to resist and take strike
action. There was a vote for a 24-hour
strike. Many things were correctly
prepared such as pickets on the depots
to take care of non-unionists and
exemptions of those sectors that cost
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the council money. The organisation
was poor and workers were allowed to
drift away to their homes and the pubs
and talks were organised with the
Transport Minister on the same day.

The most telling features were the
lack of support from the amalgamated
transport union [Rail, Tram and Bus
unions had amalgamated in 1993]
and its secretary Les Crofton who
had during the struggle undermined
the position of the union by meeting
with what was the then Left Caucus
of the Labor Party Council to assure
them of the union’s support.

This strengthened the position
of the Labor Party at a time when
through our public campaign we were
close to success. Even more unforgiv-
able was the instruction to the state
office of the union to tell workers
to return during the 24-hour strike.
This meant that the Council had a
full service that was up and running

by 6.30pm that night. It was all that
we could do to prevent the members
from splitting into arguments over
who had returned and who hadn’t.
The sympathy of union leaders
and others for the Labor Party was
what led to negotiations, along with
the fear of having our award per-
manently stripped, or the industry
privatised. The negotiations led to
an agreement that was imposed in a
temporary setback which lasted for
five years and cost the union dearly.
It was a lesson that was expensive
and painful. The agreement brought
an end to the contracting out of serv-
ices and formed part of the beginning
of a struggle back.
*David has been secretary of the
Bus Division of the Rail, Tram and
Bus Union and before that Bus
Union in Brisbane for over 20
years. &
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