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EDITORIAL

Enter anti-wor

Earlier this month around Australia workers marched in support of Ark Tribe and against the anti-union ABCC - a body Gillard kept in place while Workplace Relations Minister.

The toppling of Kevin Rudd and the
rise of Julia Gillard certainly represent
historic firsts. The removal of a first-
term prime minister and the swearing
in of the country’s first woman PM have
been well and truly noted in the media.
Gillard has been groomed for this mo-
ment for some time. It was clear right
from the start in 2007 that an ascen-
dancy would be put in train: it was only
a matter of timing and opportunity.

Part of the Gillard agenda is to
increasingly foist the burden of the
financial crisis onto the backs of working
people: this in large part will be used to
deliver the government’s stated objective
of a budget surplus in 2013. This will
mean a growing offensive against
workers and their unions.

Most of the anti-union laws
established under WorkChoices have
been retained under the renamed Fair
Work Australia. The purpose-built
anti-union Australian Building and
Construction Commission (ABCC) is still

in place. The widening of its powers to
include the policing of unions in other
industries other than construction, and
the beefing up of existing anti-union laws
are options on the government’s table.

The Australian Workers’ Union
will be excluded from this offensive, its
right-wing puppeteers having delivered
Gillard her prize.

Elected on a wave of hope

The Labor government was elected on
a wave of hope for a change of direction
from the Howard years and Rudd
worked hard to give that impression.
The substance, however, remained the
same. There was the apology to the Stolen
Generations of Aboriginal people but the
Northern Territory intervention stayed
and has been made even more punitive
(see page 5). Offshore processing of
refugees stayed. Individual Australian
Workplace Agreements were officially
scrapped but will not be completely
phased out until 2013.

The language changed but the
ideological preference for private health
and education still drives policy. Rudd
kept Australian forces in Iraq for a time
and they are still in Afghanistan where
they are taking increased casualties.
Australia signed off on the Kyoto
Protocol and the Rudd government
pressed for an Emissions Trading
Scheme (ETS) as part of what was
sold as Australia’s contribution to the
easing of global warming. But at the
Copenhagen climate summit Rudd was
among the leaders of a small group
of developed western countries that
set about undermining the summit’s
objectives and destroying the Kyoto
Protocol.

Rudd described climate change
as the “great moral challenge of our
time”. The fact that he was able to drop
his government’s supposed fix for the
problem and shelve it for some indefinite
future date in the midst of a declared
emergency raised a lot of questions. The

media’s consensus that federal stimulus
spending had helped soften the impact
of the global economic crisis in Australia
was overshadowed by the treatment of
the insulation batt fatalities and the
inflated cost of numerous Building and
Education Revolution school building
projects.

Not even the recent passage of the
paid parental scheme stemmed the flow
of stories depicting Rudd as ineffectual.
The skids were clearly being greased
for Kevin Rudd. In the meantime, the
government had released the Henry Tax
Review and declared its support for the
Resource Super Profits Tax (RSPT). The
Minerals Council of Australia announced
it was amassing a $100 million war chest
for a campaign to defeat the legislation
or at least in the form it took in the
budget. ATV, radio and newsprint blitz
was launched.
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It had happened before in the case of the ETS. That scheme gave
massive taxpayer funded handouts to the worst carbon emitters to
allow them to keep on polluting as usual. It was a gift but it was not
deemed to be enough by the mining companies, coal-fired electricity
generators and mega-consumers like the aluminium industry. A “way
forward” could not be found and the scheme was dutifully dropped.

The RSPT was not designed to maul the stupendous profits
of the resource sector. There were more than enough sweeteners
given by way of compensation and more were doubtless offered
in the secret negotiations that followed the initial announcement.
However, the mining corporations are insatiable. They did not like
the idea of a model being put in place that could sometime down
the track be used by a government genuinely committed to making
the transnational mining giants pay taxes commensurate to their
level of profit.

There are now moves by the Gillard government to back away
from the proposal.

Gillard’s background was in the “left” of the party, having
completed a common political apprenticeship in student politics
and the law.

However, she has demonstrated in her role as Workplace
Relations Minister that she can put aside her “left” credentials
and push the neo-liberal agenda with the best of them. Before the
2007 election she was clear about keeping a “tough cop on the beat”
of the building and construction industry.

She was also intransigent in dealing with public school teachers
in their campaign against the publication of NAPLAN testing results
on the My School website, the league tables that followed and the
overall privatising agenda of the government. It is early days and at
the time of writing the new PM had not announced her new cabinet.

There is speculation she will revisit the discriminatory policy
taken to asylum applications from Sri Lanka and Afghanistan but
has also said she does not favour a “big Australia”. This might
indicate an even tougher position on the country’s refugee intake
and a more restrictive immigration policy.

Assumptions should not be made that Gillard will be more “left”
than Rudd. Her election said it all. Rudd belonged to the Queensland
Right of the ALP but was in the end supported and consoled by
the “left”. “Leftwinger” Gillard was elevated to the top job by the
dominant right faction. The terms have lost virtually all meaning.
“Right” used to mean supporting capitalism and opposing any move
to socialism. That much is still true but “left” used to mean its
opposite, i.e. overcoming capitalism and moving towards socialism.
That has not been true of the “left” of the ALP for some time.
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Is there any alternative?

There will not be a break with the neo-liberal agenda.
Governments in capitalist countries, including developed ones
like Australia, do not have a free hand in setting the overarching
policy direction for the country. These concepts are nutted out by
supranational bodies working in the interests of the most wealthy
corporations and individuals worldwide — the international capitalist
class.

A former New Zealand Prime Minister, the late David Lange,
once commented while lamenting decisions of the new multi-
member electorate parliament that fortunately (from his point of
view) political power is not located in governments, they simply
administer some of the detail.

Australia has just had another lesson in what that cynicism
means. The alternative to this rule by corporations is a government
consciously acting to rein in the power of monopolies, introducing
policies in the interests of working and other exploited people and,
ultimately, moving towards a socialist society. The alliance of left
and progressive forces that will carry out that program has not
been built yet. Neither is the groundswell of activity in opposition
to the dominance of the transnationals that will give rise to such an
alliance sufficiently strong. There are no shortcuts or easy paths.
But these jobs are screaming out to be done.

The life of Noel Miley:
some reminiscences

I have just learnt of the sudden
death of Noel Miley of Hobart,
well-known photographer and
committed socialist. Noel had been
ill for some years and in and out
of hospital many times. He became
less active, but still remained
politically aware, outspoken and
dedicated to social change.

Hobart is a little place with a
small politically active community
who know each other and despite
differences act together on common
concerns. I met Noel many times
over the years working on various
issues, including the anti-war and
anti-Apartheid struggles, but I mostly
worked with him on the East Timor,
West Papua and the Asian and Pacific
struggles.

We were both very involved in
the local East Timor support group,
and another group, which focused
on solidarity with the peoples of the
Pacific struggling for independence
and freedom.

By the late1980s, the East Timor
group in Hobart was still functioning,
but had reduced in numbers and
activity. But there was still a
mainstay of people that kept things

going and one of them was Noel.
Noel was a very good photographer
and he and a partner ran a small
business in Hobart.

By the 1990s I had opened a
small picture framing business and
through the joint dealings of these two
businesses we socialised more and got
to know each other much better. When
we visited each other on business, we
would also talk a lot and discuss world
politics, East Timor, West Papua and
other situations. We also often used
the opportunity of our get-togethers
to arrange meetings to plan political
activities or to talk about issues with
other people.

It was a cordial and efficient way
to do things and it worked well.

After my family left Tasmania we
moved around a fair bit, travelling
overseas and then living in NSW,
before later settling in Melbourne.
Noel and I had little contact during
that period. But after he read about
the death of my youngest daughter,
Noel rang me and then came to visit.
I will always remember his sensitivity
and empathy at that difficult time of
our lives.

I really liked Noel. T will miss

him, his wit, his understanding and
his friendly and forthright manner.
He was a gentle, kind, compassionate
person who cared deeply about the
world and strived to make it a better
place.

His devotion and activism did
make a positive contribution to
changing things. Much remains to be
done. As old age and failing health
catches up with Noel’s friends and
comrades, our hope is that the new
generation continues his and our
efforts.

My deepest sympathy goes out to
Noel’s partner and his family.

“Our dearest possession is life.
It is given to us but once. And we
must live it so as to feel no torturing
regrets for wasted years, never know
the burning shame of a mean and petty
past; so live, that dying we might
say: all my life, all my strength were
given to the finest cause in all the
world — the fight for the liberation of
Humankind.”

Nikolai Ostrovsky,

How The Steel Was Tempered
Steven Katsineris.
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Has anyone noticed that the ousting of both Kevin Rudd and
Malcolm Turnbull from their party leadership positions was
accompanied by disputes over proposed government initiatives
bitterly opposed by the minerals industry? The emissions trading
scheme and mining super profits tax were seriously compromised
by government concessions, but the industry wasn’t willing to
accept even the smallest reduction on their massive profit levels.

So let’s watch closely to see what the new Prime Minister does

with both those schemes! But first, take a look at the Press Fund
performance, which is also, alas, falling well below its potential. For
this time of year we should be reaching $7,000, but we’re two thirds
short of the mark — so please, send us a contribution for the next
issue. Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:

Tony Adcock $10, Richard O’Farrell $10, “Round Figure” $10,
Mark Window $10

This week’s total: $40 Progressive total: $2,590

Special Printer Appeal

The Communist Party of Australia and The Guardian need to raise $18,000 for a new printer for
publication of booklets, leaflets and other material in their day to day work. It may sound a great
deal of money, but thousands of dollars are saved in the long term by doing this work in-house.

We urge all Guardian readers to send in their contributions as soon as possible. All donations
are appreciated no matter how small or how large. We do not have any corporate sponsors. We
rely on you, our readers, our supporters and our members.

A warm thank you to the contributors who have got our special appeal off to a start, albeit a
rather slow start.

B Corbett $20, Noel Hazard $50, Anonymous $50, Vincent Coleman $100,
H & E Ewer $100, R Girvan $20.

This week’s total: $340.
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Contribution: $ |
Cheque/Money Order: make out to “Communist Party of Australia”.
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Card Number:

[ lagree / [ | disagree to having my name published in The Guardian.
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Our asylum seeker
shame continues

Peter Mac

The controversy continues over
the Gillard government’s asylum
seeker policies. Two weeks ago alle-
gations surfaced that Indonesian
authorities used Taser guns to
subdue detainees imprisoned on
Tanjung Pinang at Australia’s
request, and that the govern-
ment is considering reopening
the notorious Baxter Detention
Centre in South Australia. In the
meantime ordinary Australians
and concerned organisations have
shamed the government by offers
to accommodate new arrivals who
can no longer be detained on the
Christmas Island centre.

Last week a number of detainees
at the Tanjung Pinang centre, which
was funded by, and constructed on
behalf of the Australian government,
claimed that they had been subjected
to electric shock treatment by the
Centre’s guards, using Taser-type
weapons. The use of these weapons by
Victorian police which led to the death
of a mentally-disabled man caused a
public outrage last year.

The Tanjung Pinang Centre’s
management has confirmed that the
guns are available, but denies that they
are ever used. However, the detainees
have stated that they are consistently
carried by the staff, and have given
detailed information on their frequent
use over several months. One detainee
asserted that: “...once I witnessed
someone waiting to go to the clinic,
they didn’t let them go. One of the
asylum seekers protested and they
used the weapons”. Another said he
himself had been subjected to the
use of the guns. “More than 15 times
they gave me an electric shock ...It
was like a gun, a small gun with an
electric shock™, he said.

Pamela Curr, a spokesperson
for the Asylum Seeker Resource
Centre, has claimed that the use of the
weapons is quite deliberate as part of a
strategy to force detainees to agree to
returning to their countries of origin.
“It seems the conditions that are being
imposed on people are to force them
to go back voluntarily, because under
an agreement IOM will not remove
them by force”, she said.

The former Howard government’s

infamous immigration policies
resulted in the use of the Curtin
and Baxter detention centres. The
mind-deadening remoteness of
these institutions, combined with
the prospect of indefinite detention
enforced by a callous detention
regime, caused riots and attempted
suicides. They were finally closed
down in the final days of the
Howard regime after domestic and
international protests.

However, the Rudd and now
Gillard government is now locating
those it cannot accommodate on
Christmas Island as far as practicable
from the main centres of population.
The government has located a group
of 21 families in a miners camp in
the remote outback mining town of
Leonora in Western Australia. Some
300 people hit by the government’s
ban on processing applications
from refugees from Sri Lanka and
Afghanistan are to be housed in the
reopened Curtin Centre.

The government has confirmed
that it is examining several potential
new sites on the mainland for
accommodation of asylum seekers.

The Greens have claimed that
the government is considering
reopening the Baxter Centre. Greens
spokesperson Senator Sarah Hanson-
Young commented: “I have no firm
confidence that the government
won’t consider re-opening places
like Baxter”.

World Refugee Week

June 20 to 26 has been declared
World Refugee Week by the
United Nations. The response
of the Australian people to the
plight of asylum seekers has
been remarkably generous. Many
individuals, charities and other
organisations have volunteered to
provide accommodation for those who
can no longer be accommodated on
Christmas Island.

On the other hand, the government
itself has failed to provide a really
humane alternative to the Howard
government’s policies. Human rights
lawyer Rachel Ball has declared that
the policies of both major parties
“constitute significant intrusions on
human rights ...”

She pointed out that only 4,500

asylum seekers arrived in Australia
last year, (about 1.6 percent of the
entire asylum applications made in
44 industrialised nations), compared
with 200,000 new permanent residents
and 50,000 visa over-stayers from
New Zealand, the UK and the US.
Most asylum seekers who arrive by
plane live in the community while
their applications are processed, while
most of those arriving by boat are
incarcerated.

The reopening of the Curtin
Centre and the probable reopening
of Baxter demonstrate how the
government’s policies are edging
closer to those of the Howard regime.
Mind you, they still have some way to
go. Under Tony Abbott’s leadership.
the Coalition has resurrected
Howard’s policies on appalling
discredited temporary protection visas
and the “Pacific solution”.

What a choice for the Australian
people! No wonder that increasing
numbers of them are turning to
left wing or progressive parties or
independents as their parliamentary
representatives. &

No one boards a leaky boat
and leaves home without a reaso

Vinnie Molina

Around 200 people gathered in
Perth on June 20 to rally and
march through the city for World
Refugee Day. They demanded the
closing of detention centres and
freedom for the refugees currently
in detention. The protestors con-
demned the Rudd government’s
freezing of visa applications for
Sri Lankan and Afghani people.
Phil Chilton, a long term
activist from the Refugee Rights
Action Network WA reminded
the gathering that Australia is a
signatory to UN convention 31
and has responsibilities under
international law to protect
and safeguard asylum seekers.
Australia is clearly failing in
its responsibilities under this
convention. He attacked the way

the issue is used by the media to
fuel racism and called on all those
present to counter the myths and
racism whenever confronted by
them, to ring talkback radio, write
letters, join the rallies and let the
politicians know that violation

of their responsibilities won’t be
tolerated by the people.

Alison Xamon, Greens MLC,
noted both Labor and Liberal
governments have failed the people
of Australia and it was a race to the
bottom to show who is tougher on
arrivals.

The Refugee Rights Action
Network WA condemned the
reopening of the Curtin detention
centre and the new centre in
Leonora and pledged to take the
protest there.

CPA members joined the rally
to call for asylum as a right. &

Dignity
NOT

Detention
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Pete’s Corner

Greens back

parliamentary
approval to go to war

The Australian Greens say they
fully endorse a call made by former
army chief Peter Leahy for the
Australian parliament to decide
when to send our troops to war
zones, not just the Prime Minister
and executive.

“We have repeatedly said that
taking our country to war is one of
the biggest decisions any govern-
ment can make and should there-
fore be subject to parliamentary
approval,” said Greens Senator
Scott Ludlam.

He said that perhaps if this
had been the case Australia might
not have found itself mired in the
Iraq debacle nor the endless war in
Afghanistan.

“The usual defence given for
keeping these powers with the
executive is that parliament would
slow decision making in emergency
situations. But this could be over-
come by the immediate recall of
parliament under real emergencies.”

All other comparable developed
democracies require parliamentary
approval. “It’s time Labor and the
Coalition grew up and saw sense on
this issue.

“We will be urging them to
back a Greens motion in parliament
for the Commonwealth government
to follow the US lead and develop
an exit plan for Australia’s combat
troops from Afghanistan,” said
Senator Ludlam. &
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Paid p
strugg

Bob Briton

Australia now has a legislated
paid parental leave scheme. The
passage of the relevant bill through
the senate means that Australia
leaves the tiny club of six countries
worldwide without such a scheme,
but only just. It is not generous —
the minimum wage of $543 a week
for 18 weeks. Some companies are
getting advice on how to wrap the
payments into their own existing
arrangements while unions are
pressing for employers to top
up the payments and extend the
period.

The payments will begin on
January 1 next year and parents
will have to have worked 10 of the
previous 13 months and clocked up at
least 330 hours to be eligible. There
will be some flexibility in the case
of premature births. It will be means

arental leave — union
le for top up begins

tested at $150,000 per annum for
the primary carer. Working parents
will lose the baby bonus of $5,185
but stay at home mums will keep it.
The scheme will cost $250 million
per annum and an estimated 148,000
people will qualify every year.

The Shop Distributive and Allied
Employees Association (SDA),
representing 230,000 members in the
retail sector, is one of several unions
campaigning to have employers
top up the niggardly payment. It is
asking Coles, which currently has
no employer scheme, to adopt one
in line with other companies in the
Wesfarmers group like Kmart. They
then want a top up to bring payments
up to ordinary (usually low-wage)
levels and to extend the leave by
eight weeks.

The Australian Manufacturing
Workers” Union wants top ups and
an extension of 14 weeks. The MUA

is calling on employers to adopt a
policy of affirmative action and not to
use the availability of parental leave
as an excuse to exclude women from
the male dominated shipping and
stevedoring industries. The Australian
Chamber of Commerce is sounding
the usual bosses’ alarm that a “pattern
bargaining” push is underway and that
employers should be able to come to
flexible arrangements with individual
employees at the enterprise level.

Qantas is going on the offensive.
The Australian Services Union is
worried that the airline is planning
to incorporate government payments
into its current 12-week parental leave
scheme. Qantas has asked the union
to provide a list of what payments
other airlines are making to their
staff. The airline will not disclose
how the government payment will
affect entitlements under the current
arrangement.

Families Minister Jenny Macklin
anticipated companies might try to
wrap up the social security payments
and pass them on as part of their
own scheme. The 18-weeks worth of
payments were stipulated as being in
addition to any other obligation from
the employer. Unfortunately for some
workers, this can be enforced where
parental leave is incorporated into an
employment contract but not if it is
simply company policy.

Some are hoping that companies
would not want to take a public
relations hit by taking back their
parental leave payments. The faith
appears to be misplaced. Lawyers
have reported to The Australian
Financial Review that they have had
a rush of queries from companies
seeking advice on how to absorb
the government payments into
their own. Taxpayers might end up
subsidising companies to appear

more “family friendly” than they
actually are.

The government scheme is
a step in the right direction but
clearly inadequate for workers in
the current environment of spiralling
rents, mortgage repayments, service,
transport and food costs. And eighteen
weeks in not long enough for a baby
to bond properly with the mother.

While the government spends up
big on other items like Joint Strike
fighter jets, it will cry poor when it
comes to a parental leave scheme.
Nobody believes an Abbott-led
coalition government would follow
through on a PR promise and get big
business to pay for carers to have 26
weeks leave on full pay. While unions
campaign for employers to make good
the shortfall to what is required, they
should join with other forces pressing
for a scheme that meets international
standards. &

CEPU welcomes
report into AP Injury
management

The Communication, Electrical
and Plumbing Union (CEPU) has
welcomed the findings of a special
Senate inquiry into Australia Post’s
medical practices. The Inquiry
was undertaken by the Senate
Environment, Communications
and the Arts References Committee
and its report was tabled in the
Senate last night by Committee
Chair Senator Mary Jo Fisher
(SA).

“This Senate Inquiry has made
recommendations that provide for
the better overall management of
Australia Post injured workers,”
said NSW CEPU branch secretary
Jim Metcher.

“The union has been campaign-
ing for years to end Australia Post’s
poor treatment of sick and injured
workers via company paid doc-
tors. We also thought it was terrible
form to pay managers bonuses for
avoiding to record lost time injuries
occurring in the workplace, with the
help of these company paid doctors.

As aresult of the Senate inquiry
looking into the issues Australia
Post has signalled it will make
major changes to the way it man-
ages workplace injuries.

“For starters, Post has agreed to
drop the linking of manager bonus-
es with lost time injuries,” said Mr
Metcher.

“And through the course of the
inquiry and our negotiations for a

new wage agreement, Post man-
agement and unions were able to
design a new injury management
process that allows workers and
their family doctors a greater say in
return-to-work programs. This is a
big win.”

Australia Post has agreed that it
will not force workers to company
doctors in the way it once did. For
the union and injured workers, and
the union said this is a critical step
forward.

Additionally, Post will re-nego-
tiate workplace occupational health
and safety agreements to help boost
the involvement of employees and
their unions in workplace safety —
suggesting Australia Post is begin-
ning to realise that the commitment
to safety is a shared one.

The CEPU also paid special
attention to two findings of the
Senate report:

* The committee’s strong
recommendation that Australia
Post cease the practice of using
medical assessments obtained
under the Injury Management
(Early Intervention) Policy for
workers’ compensation purposes.
The need to respect patient
privacy, by preventing the
attendance of managers during
medical consultations (unless
specifically requested by the
employee). @&
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Local action mark
anniversary of Honduran coup
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Sydney rally in Sunday June 27, one of a number of such rallies across Australia and internationally to
commemorate the first anniversary of the military coup d'état.

Lynn Hulm

June 28, 2009 saw the demo-
cratically elected President
of Honduras, Manuel Zelaya,
illegally removed from office in
a military coup. The Honduran
and international media claimed
that proposals by the president to
hold a non-binding opinion poll
on the question of a new National
Constituent Assembly had created
a constitutional flashpoint that led
to the coup. The poll would have
been voted on during the 2009
general elections for the existing
Assembly, and a referendum would
still have been needed to make any
changes.

Unreported by the mass media
were the reforms proposed by
President Zelaya that threatened the
interests of powerful private sectors
both within and outside Honduras.

The Honduran oligarchy made up
of a handful of families control the
country’s banks, industries, power
generation and all the principal media
outlets. Leading up to the coup the
national media enacted a united attack
against President Zelaya and many
independent journalists came under
threat and some were “disappeared”.

In May 2009 Zelaya presented a
bill to Congress for new mining laws

that included tax reforms to recoup
revenue for the state, environmental
protections against the use of toxic
substances like cyanide and mercury,
a ban on open pit mining and impor-
tant social reforms such as consent
from affected communities for new
mine approvals. The Bill was defeated
by the coup in June, less than two
months before the scheduled vote in
Congress on August 16, 2009.

Zelaya had also begun to make
important gains towards a legal and
peaceful resolution of land title con-
flicts between peasant groups and the
three wealthy businessmen who had
evicted thousands from their lands.

Also in the pipeline were policy
reforms aimed to help the nearly
three-quarters of Hondurans who
live in poverty through a 60 percent
rise in the minimum wage from $6
to $9.60 a day.

On November 29 Porfirio
“Pepe” Lobo come to power in a
fraudulent election replacing the de
facto Micheletti government that
had ousted Zelaya from Honduras.
The anti-coup resistance refused to
legitimise the election and placed a
boycott on the process by not running
candidates.

On January 27, 2010, more than
one million marched in different
cities around Honduras in support

of former President Manuel Zelaya
and against the inauguration of Lobo.
They marched also against the ongo-
ing repression and persecution, the
militarization of Honduran society,
and the killing of anti-coup activists
and dissenting media.

Thousands of people have been
jailed, tortured with at least 150
extrajudicial executions since the
coup attributed to the repressive
organizations and the paramilitaries
hired by the regime.

The important gains made by
the Zelaya government particularly
in rural areas have been rolled back.
Landowners have hired as many as
40 Colombian ex-paramilitaries to
allegedly “protect their property” and
use them to carry out a campaign of
fear and intimidation against peasants
and the Aguan United Campesino
Movement (MUCA) that represents
them. Recently in another act of
intimidation the Lobo administration
deployed 3,000 military and police to
the zone in the lead up to proposed
negotiations.

The the National Popular Resis-
tance Front which unifies organisa-
tions of students, women, peasants,
activists in villages, towns and urban
neighbourhoods shows no sign of
retreat. &
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Gene patents:

Human life at issue

Peter Mac

Early in the Second World War a
group of researchers at Cambridge
University developed the means
to produce penicillin, an essential
element in combating potentially
fatal infections. Their work made
a huge contribution to winning the
war, and to the saving of countless
numbers of lives in the post-war
period.

However, the research team’s
leader, Australian Dr Fleming,
believed that the discovery was too
important to the human race for it
to be treated as a commodity, and
refused to take out patent rights.
Shortly afterwards, a US firm that had
taken no part in the research claimed
the rights and made astronomical
profits.

That bitter lesson has been
reinforced by the relatively recent
application of patent rights to human
genetic material.

Before 1980 natural life forms
were not considered to be patentable.
However, a US court case then found
that genetically modified bacteria
did not occur naturally, and were
therefore patentable. US, Europe and
Japan patent authorities subsequently
decided that isolation of a gene from
its DNA sequence was sufficient to
differentiate it from its natural form,
and to therefore make it an invention.
Australia accepted this convention,
which has profound implications for
the development of, and access to,
medical treatment.

Invention or
discovery?

Ten years ago, after years of
research and at the cost of billions
of dollars, the first draft of the human
genome, which contains a biological
signature of some three billion letters,
was released. Genes are influential
in the incidence of major diseases,
including cancer, diabetes, heart
disease and dementia.

An international team of scientists
are now involved in global research
into the genomes of the most common
cancers, and that research is now
revealing crucial information about
the growth of tumour cells. However,
access to medical treatment is now
being inhibited by the cost of gaining
access to crucial genetic information,
the rights to which are held by
commercial patents.

More than 15,000 patents have
been granted globally to date,
covering diseases as varied as breast
cancer, epilepsy, Hepatitis C, cystic
fibrosis and hemochromatosis.
Thousands more are pending.

Australia’s acceptance of the
20-year Amgen patent is said to
have cost taxpayers $250 million for
anaemia treatment. A patent on a gene
that causes epilepsy has prevented the
testing of children for the disease,
even though the public paid for the
research. Several years ago the firm
Genetic Technologies tried to stop all
other labs doing cancer gene tests,
but was forced to back down after
widespread public protests.

The situation has now changed
dramatically with the decision of a US
Federal Court in New York that genes
associated with breast or ovarian
cancer are natural, not innovations.
In short, genetic information is a
discovery, not an invention.

Gene companies have commenced
appeal proceedings, but until a
contrary court verdict has been made,
no more patents on genes will be
issued in the US. An inquiry into the
matter by the Australian Senate has
been delayed by lobbying from patent
holding companies, and will also be
influenced by the appeal hearing in
the US.

However, the legal firm Maurice
Blackburn has launched a court
challenge over patents to the cancer-
causing genetic mutations BRCA and
BRCAL, on behalf of the organisation
Cancer Voices and cancer patient
Yvonne D’Arcy. The respondents are
Genetic Technologies, (Australian
licensee for the patent rights) and the
joint “owners” of the patent rights, US
biotech firm Myriad Genetics, Centre
de Recherche du Chul (Canada) and
The Cancer Institute (Japan).

A fundamental issue

The court cases over genetic
patent rights in the US, Australia
and in other nations raise the most
profound issues concerning human
life.

Corporations that own the rights
to genes have claimed that halting
gene patenting would cripple future
research and medical development.

One company spokesperson has
claimed that the public sector simply
doesn’t have sufficient finances to
carry out this work.

This argument is patent rubbish,
so to speak. Research into the human
genome itself was carried out in
government laboratories, and much
of the current research into the
links between genes and disease is
being carried out by governments,
or by private firms on behalf of
governments, around the world.

The main argument being
discussed in the Australian case is not
only whether human gene information
is a discovery or an invention, but also
whether the effective privatisation
of the human body through gene
patenting is ethically defensible.

Medical ethicist Dr Leslie
Cannold and genetic researcher Dr
Luigi Plombi recently declared:

“Genes are part of our bodies. The
understanding derived from them —
knowledge critical to understanding
and curing disease — is the birthright
of all humanity, not the private
property of a corporation. If we want
knowledge about human nature and
human health to flourish, we must
ensure it is available to and for us all.”

The National Coalition of Public
Pathologists states: “... The basic
DNA sequence of humans and other
organisms should be placed in the
public domain as soon as practical,
without fees, patents, licences or
limitations on use, giving free and
equal access to all”.

But it’s surely Yvonne D’Arcy
who deserves the last word on the
subject. She recently concluded
succinctly that “It is morally and
ethically corrupt to own the rights to
agene”.

Action against Northern Territory Intervention

On June 18 Indigenous lead-
ers, Aboriginal rights activ-
ists, human rights advocates
and trade unionists united in
protest against the Northern
Territory Intervention. The
action targeted the Department of
Families, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs, the federal gov-
ernment department that adminis-
ters the Intervention, and marked
the upcoming third anniversary of
the Intervention. The protestors
labelled the Intervention as racist
and argued that it has a negative
impact on the lives of Indigenous
people in the Northern Territory.
Speakers: Steve Patrick
Jampinjimpa (teacher from
Lajamanu School in the NT),
Alastair Nicholson (former
Chief Jusctice of Family Court),

Nova Peris (Olympic and
Commonwealth gold medallist),
Adam Bandt (Greens candidate),
Ringo Terrick (Wurundjeri Elder),
and Liam O’Hearn (CFMEU
organiser).

“I am participating in this
protest because in my opinion the
[then] Rudd government is perpet-
uating Howard government poli-
cies of paternalism and racism,”
said Alastair Nicholson, former
Chief Justice of the Family Court.

Recently Indigenous Affairs
Minister Jenny Macklin has been
under attack over the scrapping of
CDEP (Community Development
Employment Projects) and welfare
quarantining. In response she has
argued that “there is an opportu-
nity to get employment ... to hold
down a good job”. However, out of

every five CDEP jobs cut only one
“’real” job has been created, and
many of these are far from “good”.

For example, Peter Inverway,
an Aboriginal construction worker
from Kalkaringi who this month
finished a speaking tour of Sydney
and Melbourne gathering trade
union support, is being paid only
$4.70 an hour for a 30 hour week,
almost half of which is quarantined
on the Basics Card.

“Far from broadening
job opportunities under the
Intervention, Macklin and Rudd
have cut real council, public sec-
tor and education jobs. They have
cut the CDEP jobs, cut and quar-
antined the income paid through
CDEP and are preparing to cut
another 500 CDEP jobs, including

Inverway’s,” said Jasmine Ali from

the Melbourne Anti-Intervention
Collective.

“The proposed expansion
of welfare quarantining across
the Northern Territory and
then Australia means that more
Indigenous people will be further
humiliated and disempowered.
It is still racist, as it will almost
exclusively affect Indigenous peo-
ple, and is reminiscent of efforts
in the 1950s to make assimila-
tion more politically acceptable.
Even with the new legislation the
majority of Intervention legisla-
tion will remain exempt from
the Racial Discrimination Act,”
added Joe Lorback also from
the Melbourne Anti-Intervention
Collective.

All aspects of the Intervention
have come under increasing

criticism following condemna-
tion last year from groups such

as Amnesty International and the
UN Special Rapporteur on Human
Rights.

Steve Patrick Jampinjimpa, a
teacher from Lajamanu School in
the NT, spoke at the picket about
the impact of the Intervention on
schools, changes to bi-lingual edu-
cation and welfare quarantining.
“This is no mucking around. The
school is stealing all our kids ...
it’s assimilation policies. But in a
‘nice’ quiet way. Make our chil-
dren all coconuts, that’s what the
school is doing. Yapa with a white
man inside....The school is like a
detention camp. We have to wake
up Yapa — we have to win them
back to our own country,” said
Steve. @

IT°S OUR ABC.

The ABC protest is part of the fringe program of the
IPRA (The International Peace Research Association)

Sydney

Palestine lo the Pacific,
Women speak oul for freedom

Speakers:
Dr Lisa Natividad
Lecturer at the University of Guam
and indigenous Chamoru activist
Diana Buttu

Palestinian-Canadian lawyer, professor and
former member of the PLO Negotiations Support Unit

Chair:
Professor Larissa Behrendt

Professor of Law and Indigenous Studies
at the University of Technology, Sydney.

biennial global conference taking place
in Sydney from July 6-10.

TAKE IT BACK!

Sydﬂe\/ ' ﬁ

Protest Rally

You are invited to join us on

Conference Theme:
Communicating Peace

Interstate and overseas IPRA delegates are
asked to contact a marshal for help n
returning to the Conference, fust a short
bus ride away

Friday, 9 July
7.30 - 8.30am

outside the

700 Harris Street, Ultimo

Whistles and tins to
make a noise will be available.

Bring banners, placards,
drums, trumpets, etc.

Australian Broadcasting Corporation

Weapons of
Mass Deception

Eaxperiences of living under
military occupation
and the struggle for liberatlion

Monday, July 5th, 6-8pm

Trades Hall Auditorium
377 Sussex Street

.
“All peoples have the right to
self-determination;
by virtue of that right they freely
determine their political status and freely
pursue their economic, social and
cultural development”.

Resolution 1514 of the United Nations
General Assembly, passed 50 years ago this year.
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Greece: KKE’s solution to the crisi

The Communist Party of Greece (KKE) and the All Workers’ Militant
Front (PAME) trade union centre, an initiative of the KKE, are leading
the opposition to the PASOK (social democrat) government’s proposed
austerity measures. Tens of thousands of striking workers participated
in the demonstrations organised by PAME on June 23 in Athens and in
60 other centres across the country, declaring that they will not remain
passive spectators of the slaughter of their rights.

This action is the latest in a series of strikes and protest actions as the
government led by George Papandreou attempts to slash private and
public pensions, cut public servant wages by 20-30 percent, increase
the pension age, remove trade union rights and wipe out collective
bargaining. The government’s measures are part of an all out offensive
by big business and the finance sector to take back decades of gains by

the working people of Greece.

They are being sold to the public as necessary because of the economic
crisis and government debt. (See last week’s Guardian for background
to the present crisis in Greece.) The following statement* by the General
Secretary of the KKE, Aleka Papariga outlines the party’s alternative
economic strategy and the political struggle required to achieve social

change in Greece.

The KKE has always exposed, especially
after 1991, the deception concerning the
ceaseless development of capitalism,
competitiveness and productivity with the
supposed common benefit for workers and
capitalists alike. It spoke of the inevitable
economic crisis in all the capitalist econo-
mies. It predicted the crisis, the inevitability
of a deep and sudden sharpening of all social
contradictions and intra-imperialist ones.

The apologists of the capitalist system,
among them the self-proclaimed supporters of
the old PASOK or the revisionists, by reducing
the cause of the economic crisis to an issue of
management, negate or cover up the very base
on which it arises, capitalism itself.

Today’s conditions demand the rate at which
social-political consciousness develops to be
accelerated and chiefly, be expressed through
organisation and planned struggle that has future
prospects. It is the living standard of the people,
of the working class and low-income families
that concerns us, not the profits of the capitalists.

The time has come for a social-popular front
for political and mass action to take shape, to
take on distinct form, developed from the exist-
ing militant forces that must be multiplied; that
is the militant forces of the workers-employees
in the private and public sectors, of the poor
self-employed small businesses, the poor farm-
ers, with a strengthening of the participation of
the youth, children of working class and low-
income families, especially those that study
and work, are in training programs, women and
immigrants, fighters in the fields of science, art
and culture.

For this reason joining forces with the KKE
is necessary, regardless of whether working
people agree with the KKE on everything, or
if they have questions or different viewpoints
on socialism.

The beginnings of such a front exist today
as shown by the All Workers’ Militant front
(PAME), All Greek Antimonopoly Rally of
the self-employed and the small tradesman
(PASEVE), All Peasants’ Militant Rally (PASY),
Students’ Militant Front (MAS) and other forma-
tions of the movement. Other formations will
arise along the way including such formations
in the mass movements against imperialist war,
for individual and collective, democratic, trade
union rights, and related formations that act in
the area of local governance.

The heart of the struggles are workplaces,
streets with small shops, the countryside,
schools, universities, immigrant neighbourhoods,
every working class, popular neighbourhood.

Blockage of the new anti-worker measures
including the abolition of collective labour
agreements contracts and promotion of indi-
vidual ones, work time reduction, flexible work
relations, etc, must be forcefully carried out in
every workplace.

The working people must alter the balance
of forces starting from below and this must be
expressed as the struggle develops at the political
level as well. The people must no longer put up
with paying continually, submitting to indescrib-
able sacrifices for the profits of industrialists,
ship-owners, large merchants, the monopolies
in general.

Popular front

This social popular front must have two
inter-related aims.

The first is the struggle which includes
resistance, attrition, and undermining of the
barbaric measures that the government and
its allies are trying to push through; struggle
against the machinery whose one part is the
bourgeois political system of the country and
the plutocracy.

A struggle of attrition is not enough; some
small or bigger victories must also be won.

However, the most important task of the
front must be creative, to liberate a popular
militant standpoint, militant optimism and
dignity, class patriotism and internationalism,
popular action and initiative that can transform
the front into a widespread current of change
and overturning of the balance of forces.

This front has one choice, creative and
realistic. To strengthen the alternative proposal
for people’s power and a people’s economy,
the socialisation of the monopolies, the for-
mation of popular cooperatives in sectors
where socialisation is not possible, nationwide
planning with workers’ people’s control from
the bottom up. To prove and demonstrate the
actual development possibilities of the coun-
try which still exist. However, precious time
must not be lost in their further undermining
and destruction.

The KKE is escalating its efforts to propa-
gate its political proposal while at the same
time it increases its presence in daily struggles.

The Anti-imperialist, Anti-

monopoly, Democratic Front
The Greek people have to choose between

two paths of development for Greek society, the

path which is being followed and that which
must be fought for by the people.
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Marching on June 23 in Athens.

We maintain with facts and with proof that
Greece, despite the serious and destructive dam-
age that it has experienced in certain sectors due
to the dominance of capital and of monopoly
competition, has the prerequisites to create and
develop a self-reliant people’s economy.

The negative developments of the last 20
years in certain branches of industrial produc-
tion, in the agricultural economy, can be dealt
with under different political-economic and
social conditions. It’s not too late.

Greece has a satisfactory level of the
concentration of production, the means of
production, a trade network, and a specific
level of development in modern technology. It
has a large, experienced labour force, with an
improved educational level and specialisation
in comparison to the past, a large labour force
in science.

It has valuable natural wealth-producing
resources, important reserves of mineral wealth,
which are an advantage in industrial production
and the production of consumer goods.

It has the great advantage that it can ensure
sufficient food supplies for people’s needs as
well as for external trade. It has capabilities in
the production of modern products, machinery,
tools and appliances.

In order for a people’s economy to exist for
all, we must find a solution to the problem of
ownership for the satisfaction of people’s needs
and not the needs of profit.

The choice is one: a change in the histori-
cally outdated social relations of ownership that
determine the political system as well as the
basic and concentrated means of production in
the following areas: energy, telecommunications,
mineral wealth, mining, industry, water supply,
transportation.

Socialisation and
central planning

Socialisation of the banking system, the
system of extraction, conveyance and man-
agement of natural resources; external trade, a
centralised network of internal trade; housing
for the people, research and the democratic
provision of information to the people.

An exclusively public, universal and free
system of education, healthcare, welfare and
social security.

We estimate that there may be areas that will
not be included in complete, nationwide, univer-
sal socialisation. Complementing the socialised
sector, a sector for productive cooperatives in
small-level agriculture may be formed, of small
businesses in branches where concentration is
low. Their participation in cooperatives will be
understood as a beneficial choice.

The socialised as well as the cooperative
sectors, production and distribution as a whole
must be included in a centralised, national
economic mechanism of planning and admin-
istration so that all of the means of production
and the labour force can be mobilised, so that
every possible form of international economic
cooperation can be utilised based on mutual
benefit. Domestic production will be protected
and the interests of the workers will be protected
from any possible consequences that arise from
the needs of external trade.

Central planning is necessary in order to
formulate strategic goals and choices, in order
to prioritise branches and sectors, to determine
where greater forces and means will be con-
centrated. The materialisation of programming
demands distribution by branch and area, and
first of all, workers’ control of administration

The Greek people have to choose between two paths of
development for Greek society, the path which Is being
followed and that which must be fought for by the people.
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in every production unit and service, in every
administrative organ.

People’s power

The government as an organ of people’s
power will be obliged to ensure the partici-
pation of the people in this completely new,
totally unknown task, to support the people’s
movement, to support and to be monitored by
that within new institutions of workers’ and
social control.

The centrally planned development of soci-
ety is a need that stems from today’s demands,
first of all the demands of humankind which is
the primary productive force. The need to satisfy
the wide-ranging modern needs of the working
people, the need for the means of production to
develop, for science and technology to develop
for the benefit of the people, make central plan-
ning a vital necessity.

People’s power promotes intrastate com-
mercial agreements and exchanges, agreements
for the utilisation of techno-knowledge based
on mutual interest.

The public debt will be re-examined under
people’s power with the main criteria being the
interests of the people.

At the very beginning, people’s power
will have to confront an organised internal and
international reaction. The EU and NATO, the
agreements with the USA, do not leave much
room for manoeuvring by EU member countries.

The solution to this problem by withdrawal
from the EU is inevitable with the aim a self-
reliant, popular development and cooperation
that is in the interest of the people.

It is necessary to step up our activity on
the basis of the struggle against the problems.

We struggle ceaselessly for immediate gains
for the working people and we will continue so
that measures can be imposed by the power of
the movement reducing the acute problems, and
relieving the people.

We have developed positions and demands
for every single problem and issue that has
come up. However, that is not enough today;
an alternative proposal for progress is needed
so that the struggle has an aim, a goal, a
meaning, and ultimately can apply pressure
in every phase.

*The statement has been abridged for
reasons of space. For full text visit
www.inter.kke.gr in their news section
under the date 2010-05-12 &

INn defence of
The Birth of a Nation

David Anthony

Ron Barrett is spot-on with his assessment
of DW Griffith’s The Birth of a Nation
(The Guardian, 09-06-2010) and I concur
especially with the last sentence of his letter
where he says the abolition of slavery was
more to do with advancing capitalism than
human rights.

Griffith’s 1915 film is an awesome
achievement, notwithstanding its slander-
ous and inaccurate depiction of African-
Americans and apparent promotion of the Ku
Klux Klan as heroic.

Griffith was at the height of his artistic and
technical powers in the new medium of film
and in The Birth of a Nation he created and
refined all the elements of storytelling on film.

The film is spellbinding throughout its
three-hour running time and its provocative
racism encourages interaction and emotional-
ism from audiences today as it did when it
was first released.

The solid script, the craftsmanship of its
editing and the introduction of new cinematic
techniques, such as close-ups, served the
story and brought raw human emotion to the
screen in a way audiences hadn’t seen before.

Politically, of course, the film is a
conundrum. While Griffith sympathises with
the masses, his biased view precludes the
African-Americans from the masses.

His portrayal of the black-dominated state
legislatures during Reconstruction are hysteri-
cally inaccurate (and I trust readers will pick
up Howard Fast’s novel Freedom Road for a
fairer depiction of the era).

According to Marxist screenwriter, histo-
rian and film teacher John Howard Lawson in
Film: The Creative Process, Griffith sought to
“examine the origins of the system of power
which seemed to him to threaten the nation’s
welfare”.

Lawson suggests Griffith was influenced
by progressive historians of the early 20th
century who saw the Civil War as the means
by which Northern capitalism seized control
of the agrarian South.

“Ignoring the democratic achievements
of Reconstruction,” Lawson writes of these
historians, “they accepted the prevalent view
that it was a time of chaos and disorder in
which the Negro people were used as pawns
by aggressive Northern leaders determined to
secure national domination.”

Recognising Griffith’s contradictions,

Lawson says the filmmaker saw “people
fighting and dying in a war they did not want.
He was moved by the tragic useless nature of
war, especially as it related to people of his
own middle class.”

He goes on: “Ignoring the basic question
of slavery, he regarded the great conflict as
the end of a period of pioneer virtue and the
beginning of an era of discontent and intensi-
fied exploitation.”

Blind to his own prejudices, Griffith was
stung by the strong criticism of his apparent
racism and, in response, turned his emotional
and artistic resources to another monumental
epic, Intolerance, another great cinematic
achievement.

Historically, in my view, one of the great
human tragedies of the western world, was
the failure of the American political and mili-
tary classes of the United States to respond
with similar humanity after the Civil War.

Instead, the United States of the North
and South turned their back on the plight of
African-Americans and embarked on what
became known as the Indian Wars, the lynch-
pin to opening up the West for the spread of
American capitalism. &

Why are we in Afghan war?

Vic Williams

The Kkilling of two Australian soldiers in
one day, now three more, in Afghanistan to
a total of 16, raises two questions. Why is
there a nine year war in Afghanistan? Why
are Australian soldiers there?

The first reason given by USA was to catch
Osama bin Laden, blamed for causing the
destruction of World Trade Centre on September
11, 2001. It was obvious that there had been
much planning and military mobilisation before
September 11 and the bombing and invasion
soon afterwards. Bin Laden and the hunt are
forgotten.

Some years before that a major US oil
company had put forward plans for an oil pipe
line from the rich oil fields of the Caspian area,
much of which was held by US oil companies,
through Afghanistan to export through Pakistan.
This would have overcome the economic and
political problems of the pipeline through
Ukraine and then Yugoslavia. The Yugoslavia
problem was solved with the 1999 bombing of
Serbia and the dismantling, with Kosovo under
US control. The USA gave no open support to
the oil pipeline through Afghanistan, but an oil
pipeline through a quiescent Afghanistan would
be welcomed by a US hungry oil.

In his public declaration in 1986 William
Casey, head of CIA under President Bush Snr
(who had earlier been head of CIA), defended

the actions of the CIA in promoting the drug
trade from South America, and the use of the
money raised in putting down the national
liberation struggles, including the assassination
of Latin American Communists. He named Bill
Clinton, later to be President who as governor of
Arkansas assisted in the trade. The CIA ran the
drug trade in South East Asia through Vietnam.

Much earlier, when the Taliban took over
control of much of Afghanistan, they forbade
the growing of poppies for opium, but later,
wanting money for arms, they encouraged
farmers to grow them. Afghanistan became
the biggest world grower of opium poppies
and built up to 90 percent of world production.
With the US invasion of 2001 and the sealing
of the borders, much of the opium trade then
came into CIA hands.

Ahmed Wali Karzai, half brother of
Afghanistan President Karzai, is known to
be deeply involved in Afghan opium trade.
He operates almost as presidential viceroy in
the south of the country. The drug is exported
through US bases and then by army planes
to the big US base in Kosovo. The Kosovo
Liberation Army is the main distributor in
European market.

The narcotic industry is the biggest in the
world and it is estimated that of the world’s
floating money a fifth is narcomoney.

Is this a war we should be in where we are
losing soldiers, being sent as shock troops into

a most dangerous country? The US allies in
Afghanistan are faltering. The Canadians, who
have lost nearly 150 killed, have said they will
pull out in 2011. The Dutch will pull out their
2,000 troops before the end of the year. Germany
and France have refused to send their troops to
the south, the area of conflict. Obama says the
US will reduce its troops in 2011. They have
admitted that the recruited Afghanistan forces
are ineffective, and some of these look on the
Taliban as Islamic brothers.

We are bound by the US-Australia alliance
and have sent troops to American made wars
in Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan, from which
we gained nothing. The alliance is cemented by
trade agreements made in US favour, by deep
penetration of US capital into banks, companies
and monopolies functioning in the Australian
economy. Our army, navy and air force are
built to dovetail into the US war machine, not
for our defence, the doing of both Liberal and
Labor governments.

The Australian people broke free from that
part of the alliance with Vietnam Moratorium
marches and the actions of seamen and wharfies,
and forced the withdrawal of our troops from
Vietnam. Rudd withdrew our troops from Iraq,
but only to send them to Afghanistan.

The most immediate action for peace,
for national independence, is to demand the
withdrawal of our troops from Afghanistan, as
we forced the withdrawal from Vietnam. &
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Bloody Sunday massacre:

Unjustified and unjustifiable

Paddy McGuffin

British Prime Minister David
Cameron has apologised unreserv-
edly to the families of those killed
on Bloody Sunday saying the action
of troops was “unjustified and
unjustifiable.”

The Saville Report into the 1972
massacre in Derry (Northern Ireland)
found that the British army had fired
first and that none of those killed or
wounded were armed or had done
anything which could have justified
their deaths or injuries. Lord Saville
also stated that several soldiers had
knowingly given false evidence in a
bid to justify their actions.

Commenting on the publication
Cameron said the law lord’s findings
were “unequivocal.” He said: “I am
deeply patriotic and I never want
to believe anything bad about this
country. But the conclusions of the
report are absolutely clear. There is
no doubt, no ambiguity.”

Cameron told the Commons that
the inquiry had established that none
of the casualties posed any threat to
British troops. He said the inquiry
found that the first shots had been
fired by British troops, no warnings
had been given and that some of the
soldiers had lost control.

Lord Saville also found that
the order issued by Colonel Derek
Wilford that sent British soldiers

into the Bogside “should not have
been given.”

The Prime Minister said the report
found that none of those killed by
British soldiers had been armed with
firearms and that no warning had been
given by the soldiers.

The casualties were down to the
soldiers “losing their self-control,”
said Cameron, adding that he was
“deeply, deeply sorry.” Lord Saville
also noted that a number of soldiers
had “knowingly put forward false
accounts.”

Shortly before 4pm on Sunday
January 30, 1972, British troops
opened fire in Derry’s Bogside,

signalling the beginning of one of the
most notorious massacres in British
and Irish history.

At 4:07pm soldiers from 1 Para,
led by Major Ted Loden, had entered
William Street in a snatch operation.
But they had been told not to engage
in a running battle down Rossville
Street. At 4:10pm the soldiers had
opened fire in the area of the Rossville
flats.

In the ensuing slaughter Jackie
Duddy, Pat Doherty, Barney
McGuigan, Hugh Gilmour, Kevin
McElhinney, Michael Kelly, John
Young, William Nash and Michael
McDaid, James Wray, Gerald

Donaghey, Gerald McKinney and
William McKinney were killed.

Twenty-one soldiers had fired in
the massacre, expending 108 rounds
in total. The army claimed it had come
under fire in the Rossville flats area,
allegedly by the Provisional IRA.
That lie was firmly rejected by the
Saville Inquiry.

There were jubilant scenes in
Guildhall Square in Derry as fami-
lies who have fought for 38 years
for justice addressed a huge crowd
of supporters. Mickey McKinney,
whose brother Willie was murdered
that day, said: “Willie McKinney was
murdered by British paratroopers on

Bloody Sunday. This is an historic
day for Derry.”

Liam Wray, whose brother Jim
had been shot twice by soldiers, once
while lying mortally wounded on the
ground, said Lord Saville had found
there was no justification for either
of the two shots.

Tony Doherty, whose father
Patrick was shot and killed, told
the crowd: “The victims of Bloody
Sunday have been vindicated. The
parachute regiment has been dis-
graced. The truth has been brought
home at last.”

Morning Star @

COSATU shocked
by jobs stats

The Congress of South African
Trade Unions is shocked at a report
by Statistics South Africa that the
country lost 79,000 jobs in the first
quarter of 2010.

From January to March, employ-
ment in the formal, non-agricultural
economy fell by 1% to 8.08 mil-
lion. This comes on top of the loss
of 870,000 jobs last year. Then the
country was in the midst of a major
recession which pushed the unem-
ployment rate up to 25.2% — 32.5%
if those who have given up seeking
work are included.

In the first quarter of 2010 how-
ever, the economy expanded by an
annualised rate of 4.6%, yet still the
jobs are disappearing says COSATU.
The construction industry alone lost
7,000 jobs in the first quarter from

the previous three months compared
with the same period last year, mainly
from the completion of the World
Cup stadiums.

“These grim figures confirm
COSATU?’s view that South Africa is
in the midst of a profound economic
crisis,” said a statement by the peak
union body. “They will make the
federation more determined than ever
to campaign in the short term for a
substantial cut in interest rates by
the Reserve Bank on July 22, 2010,
to give a boost to investment, and in
the longer term for a new economic
growth path to enable the country
to move away from the colonial/
apartheid economy which was over-
dependent on the export of raw mate-
rials to one based on manufacturing
industry.” &
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Japan’s new prime minister vows
strong economy - but for whom?

TOKYO: Prime Minister Kan
Naoto in his first policy speech
on June 13 stated that his new
Cabinet will “bring about a strong
economy, robust public finances”
and a “strong social security
system in an integrated manner.”

We now see both Japan’s econ-
omy and national finances in a weak
condition, and the general public has
the earnest desire to have the govern-
ment strengthen them.

In the economy, public finances
and social security, the LDP (Liberal
Democratic Party)-Komei govern-
ments kept giving out wrong “pre-
scriptions”, which made conditions
increasingly worse. What the new
government should do now is, there-
fore, to provide new prescriptions
and get rid of the cause of the disease
that seriously damaged our country
in these areas.

In the policy speech, Kan empha-
sised he will pursue a “third way” that
he said is different from the political
direction of previous governments.
However, when he talks about a
“strong economy”, “robust public
finances” and a “strong social secu-
rity,” it is only a higher consumption
tax rate and lower corporate taxes
that the Prime Minister is attempting
to achieve. This clearly indicates that
the new DPJ (Democratic Party of
Japan)-led government will keep the
same course as the previous DPJ-led
government and the former LDP-
Komei governments took.

In fact, while describing their
“growth strategy” at a press confer-
ence on June 9, Naoshima Masayuki,
minister of Economy, Trade and
Industry, said, “The corporate tax rate
needs to be lowered about 15 percent.

To begin with, we will reduce it by
five percent in the next fiscal year.”

Hosono Goshi, acting secretary
general of the DPJ, on June 11 also
announced the party will include
“cutting corporate taxes” as one of
its campaign promises for the upcom-
ing House of Councillors election.
In addition, Finance Minister Noda
Yoshihiko on June 8 explained that
the Prime Minister’s pledge for a
“drastic reform of the country’s tax
system” will “obviously be applied
to the consumption tax.”

According to the policy speech,
the government will pursue a growth
strategy by curbing wasteful expen-
ditures and stabilising social services
through sound national finance result-
ing from tax system reform with the
result of promising relief to those
in need.

This scenario, however, seems to
be a “pie in the sky.” On the Futenma
base issue for the US forces, the gov-
ernment will increase the enormous
military budget to construct a large
military base at Henoko in Nago
City at the request of the US instead
of reducing the military budget. Far
from correcting excessive tax breaks
for large corporations and the very
rich, the government is planning a
further tax cut for large corporations.
The government is going to increase
wasteful spending, and no sound
finance and elimination of waste are
possible unless the military budget
and tax cuts for large corporations
and the rich are redressed.

The substance of the DPJ “growth
strategy” looks just like that of the
Liberal Democratic-Komei govern-
ment: increasing the gap between the
extremely rich and the rest of society.

The pension system that the
DPJ is proposing as part of social
services reform is a thinly disguised
mechanism to shift the cost of pension
premiums borne by large corporations
to the general public by increas-
ing the consumption tax rate. The
government is going to maintain the
discriminatory medical service system
for elderly people aged 75 and over
for another three years, thus breaking
the DPJ public promise to abolish the
discriminatory system. What is worse,
the government is going to lower
the age of applicability to 65, thus
expanding the scope of the system. It
is the quickest way to increase social
unrest, not relief.

On June 8, soon after the new
DPIJ leadership was established,
Secretary General Edano Yukio and
acting Secretary General Hosono
Goshi paid a courtesy visit to the
Japan Business Federation (Nippon
Keidanren). Hosono stated that the
DPJ is preparing a growth strategy
in accordance with the demands of
Nippon Keidanren.

If “strong economy, national
finance, and social services” mean a
strong and reliable government repre-
senting the interests of business circles
and large corporations, nothing good
can be expected for the general public.

The DPJ government, just as
the LDP-Komei government, gives
priority to the interests of business
circles and large corporations over the
concerns of people’s living conditions.

The key to defend people’s live-
lihoods and gain a sound economic
recovery is installing a government
that can stand up to the interests of
the US and Japan’s business circles.
Akahata &
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G8/G20:
Fight for a real alternative to
the new capitalist “consensus”™

On the eve of the G8/G20 meetings
[in Toronto], mass labour and
democratic mobilisations are build-
ing in Southern Ontario and across
Canada to protest this wasteful,
security-obsessed extravaganza.
The Communist Party of Canada
salutes this resistance and takes
its rightful place alongside work-
ers, students, women, Aboriginal
peoples and social activists in
denouncing these summits which
aim to hammer out a strategic line
among the ruling imperialist states
and international finance capital on
how best to advance their shared
interests, and then present their
agenda as a fait accompli to the
world’s peoples.

This set of G-summits is par-
ticularly important because global
capitalism continues to be mired in
a profound economic and structural
crisis, notwithstanding the sooth-
ing media reports that the “worst is
behind us” and that recovery is well
under way. Saving capitalism and
restoring profit margins are the main
concerns of these “leaders”, rather
than solving the burning problems
afflicting the world today. That is
why issues like climate change, the
world food crisis, ending wars of
occupation and rampaging military
spending, and the worsening problem
of under-development, especially
in Africa, have all be swept off the
agenda of the G8/G20 meetings.

Bank of Canada governor Mark
Carney admitted as much this month
when he declared that the Summits
must focus attention on the continu-
ing crisis, especially in Europe, which
has had a serious “impact on financial
conditions ... [and] it’s not over.” He
then parroted the World Bank which
earlier raised the possibility of a

“second recession affecting most of
the industrialised world if govern-
ments don’t deal successfully with
the unfolding European debt crisis.”

In fact, the leading imperialist
countries, including Canada, want
to use the Summits to showcase their
determination to impose further social
and economic austerity on all states
and peoples, as the only viable solu-
tion to overcome the crisis. But this
is a false “international consensus” —
one that serves the interests of finance
capital, but which consigns the vast
majority of the world’s working class
and oppressed peoples to even more
hardship and suffering.

In Europe, the Austerity agenda
pushed by the European Union brass
and the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) is already having a devastat-
ing effect, especially on public sec-
tor workers, youth and pensioners.
Minimum wages are being slashed,
social programs cut, and the retire-
ment age extended for workers.

But this savage attack is being
met by heroic resistance across the
European continent, especially in
Greece and Portugal where the left,
Communist-led unions and popular
movements are mounting escalating
general strikes and other forms of
mass resistance to fight back against
this anti-social onslaught of Big
Capital and its governments.

In Canada, we need to replicate
the kind of militancy building in
Europe, Latin America and elsewhere
around the world. The right-wing
Harper government and their
pro-corporate provincial counterparts
(both Conservative and Liberal) are
also moving to deepen the assault on
workers’ conditions, social programs,
and democratic and equity rights. And
they will succeed in pushing through

these reactionary “reforms”, unless
the labour and people’s forces move
quickly to mount a militant, coordi-
nated, Canada-wide counter-attack.
There is such a progressive
alternative to this reactionary,
pro-capitalist “solution”, but it must
go beyond, palliative demands to
soften the impact. It must include
sweeping measures which challenge
the dominance of monopoly capital,
such as the nationalisation of the
banks, the big energy monopolies,
and other key sectors of our economy.
These steps need to be combined
with social measures like expand-
ing access to healthcare, public and
post-secondary education, raising
the minimum wage to C$16/hour,
reducing the workweek with no loss
in take-home pay, and improving
public pensions. And with sweeping
tax reform which would shift the
burden from working people onto
the corporations and the wealthy, and
with an immediate withdrawal from
the disastrous war of occupation in
Afghanistan, along with a 50 percent
cut in military spending which would
save another C$10 billion every year.
As we state in our May Day 2010
statement, “the big monopolies and
banks want to make working peo-
ple pay for the economic recovery
through lower wages, higher unem-
ployment, and huge cuts in social
spending. We say: those who reap
billions in profits must pay! Unite and
fight for a fundamentally new direc-
tion, placing the needs of working
people and our environment before
corporate greed, and for policies based
on peace and disarmament!”
Issued by the Central Executive
Committee
Communist Party of Canada
June 2010 &

US labour challenges
hospital corporations

Len Waster

On June 10, 12,000 Minnesota
nurses went on strike, the biggest
strike action ever, by nurses in
the United States. Only a state
court order restraining 11,000
members of the California Nurses’
Association (CNA) stopped an even
larger strike.

The June 10 action is the likely
start of a long, gruelling campaign
by registered nurses to force the
operators of Minnesota’s private
hospital system to negotiate a work-
place contract.

The struggle of Minnesota nurs-
es to protect wages and conditions
and preserve staff-to-patient ratios,
is one nurses and other health
industry workers face throughout
the US.

Hospital operators in Minnesota
are playing hardball, asserting that
“not one word, comma, letter or
sentence” the Minnesota Nurses’
Association (MNA) proposes for
their contract is acceptable. These
employers collectively made
US$750 million profit in 2009,

increased their CEO pay packages
by 20 percent and are spending up
big on costly new construction.

The hospitals’ proposals are all
about money and profits, claims the
MNA. Not one is about improving
patient care or advancing nursing.

Both the MNA and CNA
have joined the National Nurses
United (NNU), a union of 150,000
members formed in 2009 to organ-
ise non-unionised nurses throughout
the United States and to directly
take on corporations operating in
healthcare delivery.

The NNU aims to coun-
ter hospital industry attacks on
nurses’ rights, economic and work-
place standards and patient care
conditions.

“When workers have a greater
voice to lift up their standards, all
of America prospers,” NNU board
member Jean Ross recently stated.

“We know that at the heart of
the current crisis is stagnation of
wages, erosion of living stand-
ards and loss of buying power for
American workers; that has coin-
cided with three decades of attacks

on the rights to form unions and
bargain collectively.”

The growing militancy and
unionisation of nurses is starting to
be matched by other health work-
ers, organising through the Services
Employees’ International Union. On
June 24 more than 800 healthcare
workers, with wide media cover-
age, rallied in Baltimore to call for
the right to vote for unions in their
workplaces and to protest against
poverty level wages.

Minnesota Nurses also took part
in the Twin Cities Pride march on
June 27, gaining high visibility and
community support for their large
contingent, and getting their mes-
sage about safe staffing to hundreds
of thousands of people.

The struggle facing Minnesota’s
nurses, and health industry workers
throughout the United States, shows
the sorts of struggles in store for
health workers wherever hospitals
and health insurance systems are
privatised and run for profit, and
where the focus is on cost-cutting to
the detriment of patient care stand-
ards and workers conditions. &

Global Briefs

CAMBODIA: Despite Labor Minister Vong Soth's plea
two weeks earlier to delay strike action pending comple-
tion of negotiations, the Free Trade Union of Workers,
representing 86,000 garment workers, on June 15 announced
a three-day strike for mid-July. The union is demanding a
monthly minimum wage increase from US$50 to US$70,
according to phnompenhpost.com. Union head Chea Mony
asserted, “All the workers should raise their voices in order to
achieve a reasonable salary and better conditions for work.”

UZBEKISTAN: The June 11 summit meeting in Tashkent of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) was the occasion
for solidifying relations between Russia and China. In their third
encounter this year, Presidents Hu Jintao and Dmitri Medvedev
reaffirmed plans for humanitarian and cultural exchanges, wid-
ened commercial ties, and discussed Medvedev’s upcoming
visit to China. SCO member nations China, Russia, Kyrgyzstan,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan agreed to new inter-
nal administrative measures and to procedures for admitting
new member states. The summit reaffirmed collective efforts
aimed at dealing with the world economic crisis and promoting
regional stability and economic development. Representatives
of Mongolia, India, Pakistan and Iran attended as observ-
ers. Afghan President Hamid Karzai was an invited guest.

ANGOLA: A recent nationwide survey, undertaken by the
government and UNICEF, showed progress toward five of
eight Millennium Development Goals: malnutrition; educa-
tion; gender balance; child survival and malaria; and HIV/
AIDS. Since 2002, malnutrition is down 12 points to 23 per-
cent, and 76 percent of age-appropriate children attend school,
although primary school completion rates lag. Maternal mortal-
ity remains high, and only 42 percent of people have access
to safe drinking water, a backward step. Angola, ranking 143rd
out of 158 nations in the UN 2009 Human Development Report
is criticised for corruption in oil income distribution. Some
30 percent of governmental spending, derived overwhelm-
ingly from oil exports, is now dedicated to social programs.

HONDURAS: Outside Tegucigalpa on June 14, gunmen killed
television reporter Luis Arturo Mondragon, the ninth journalist
killed this year. Attempts on her life forced television journalist
Karol Cabrera to escape to Canada a week earlier. Amidst agita-
tion by public sector workers for wage increases and a national
minimum wage, two men gunned down Oscar Molina, a bev-
erage union leader’s brother-in-law, on June 10. In mid-June,
gunfire spared labour leaders Carolina Pineda and José Luis
Baquedano, the latter active with the National Resistance Front.

ICELAND: Following collapse of the Icelandic Banks Kaupthing,
Landsbanki and Glitnir in 2008, proprietors and directors have
lived abroad. Parliament last month blamed them for extract-
ing “inappropriate loans from the banks.” Alleging theft of US$2
billion, Glitner Bank liquidation overseers are suing former
bank officers for fraud in a New York court. They are also tar-
geting auditing firm PricewaterhouseCoopers for obscuring
fraudulent transactions. The worldwide assets of former bank
director Jon Asgeir Johannesson have been frozen, among them
two top-end New York City condominiums worth US$25 million.
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End the Gaza siege

We all can rest easy now. The
rogue, terrorist state of Israel has
announced it will investigate the
flotilla massacre and “ease” the
blockade of Gaza. The former is
the ultimate in the fox investigating
the chicken coop, while the latter
is a joke.

All we hear from Zionist propa-
ganda is Israel’s right to self-defence.
Yet clearly, the Palestinian people
have no right to the same. Hamas
was democratically elected to power
in January 2006. Yet, according to
Israel Hamas has no right to defend
the people of Gaza with even primi-
tive weapons, let alone with a modern,
professional army. What shameless
arrogance!

Yet, this attitude of total contempt
for the Palestinian people is wholly
consistent with Zionist ideology.
Zionism is a racist, supremacist ideol-
ogy. It strenuously promotes, in many
guises that the Arab and Palestinian
people are naturally inferior and
sub-human. This is how Zionism can
justify its undisguised genocide of the
Palestinians. They are not real people.
They are ‘terrorists’, ‘fanatics’, ‘anti-
Semites’, etc.

This is why Zionism must be
defeated. Until then, there will be
no peace for Israelis, and only more
genocidal oppression for the heroic
Palestinian people. To defeat Zionism,
it must be led by the working class
Jews of Israel, and internationally.

Yet, Zionism has been incred-
ibly successful in another of its main
objectives, separating the Jewish peo-
ple from the global struggle against
reaction and imperialism. An example
of this, every time Israel commits
another of its endless list of atroci-
ties, right here in Australia the Jewish
community rallies to the defence of
terrorist Israel, hoodwinked by Zionist
propaganda that to be anti-Israel, anti-
Zionist is to be anti-Semitic.

But Zionism and anti-Semitism
both derive from the exploiting class
and are virulently anti-working class.
Zionism aims to isolate the Jewish
proletarian from fighting capitalism
while anti-Semitism incites hatred of
Jews to divert anger of the proletariat
from its real enemy, capitalism.

End the Gaza Siege!

Free Palestine!

Mark Window
SA

Blood Boils

My blood is boiling over the mining
companies’ lying campaign against
the Resources Super Profits Tax,
as well as the Labor government’s
jelly-spined response to it. This
Labor government doesn’t know
how to represent the interests of
the Australian people, and they
definitely don’t know how to
negotiate!

HAVE YOUR SAY ‘Phite a letter to the Edctor

After giving too much away in
the first place, they then pandered to
“further negotiations”. Then various
idiots on the government benches
began to clamour for a “quick set-
tlement”, putting all the pressure
on their own side to cave in! Then
a Tasmanian MP got caught having
no understanding of what the Super
Profits Tax was all about. Cripes, this
is basic political stuff, folks! You find
out, and you work as a team!

The mining moguls need to be
told to pull their greedy heads in. If
they pull a “strike of capital”, their
mines should be nationalised. The
Left needs to raise this demand, loud
and clear. At the very least, Australian
workers’ superannuation funds should
be prevailed upon to form their own
companies and fill the void — there’s
wealth to be made out there, for the
benefit of all!

At present, mining is by far the
richest capitalist pursuit world wide,
outstripping the profits of all other
global industries. If the ALP had any
internationalist blood still flowing in
their flabby “fraidy-cat” veins, they
would “negotiate” with other major
mineral bearing nations to do the
same: raise their taxes on the mineral
giants everywhere, in the interests of
the global economy.

No retreat!

Bob Treasure
Warrimoo

On Leonora Refugee
Detention Centre, WA

Last week | was working out
of Leonora, a small town in the
Western Australian Goldfields,
600 kilometres from Perth. The
week before, the federal govern-
ment sent refugees to be housed
in a disused mining camp on the

Perth

Perth Tango Club,

5th Latin American Film Festival in Australia
All films screened 7pm Friday evenings until August 6
Next screening July 9: The Snail’s Strategy (Colombia)

Lesser Hall 82 Cambridge Street West Leederville Perth WA 6007
08 9271 0555  www.perthtangoclub.com

FREE ENTRY

edge of the town. The government
claims that this is a more humane
centre than previous ones, which
were in remote areas surrounded
by barbed wire. The detention
centre is locked and guarded, but
it is true that there is no barbed
wire, and plans are underway to
include the 40 plus children at the
centre at the local school within a
few weeks.

The Aboriginal people I work
with in the area were very vocal about
the new arrivals. They are supportive
of them, and want them to become
part of the community. They fear they
have become unfairly discriminated
against, and made the point repeatedly
that “people forget that these refugees
are families with children”.

They think it is bizarre that the
descendents of the first lot of boat
people 200 years ago are the ones
complaining about the new boat
people, but add, they know it’s only
a minority. They also made the point
that “the media must really search for
the loudmouth ones” who don’t like
refugees, because most people are
okay about them being here.

The fact is that the Labor federal
government has made attempts to
have less cruel detention centres
(good), but they have made no real

attempt in over-turning the protracted
and inhuman procedures that keep
these victims locked in remote centres
for months on end. Their procedures
(and a plethora of absurd media
reports) continue to instil in the public
a xenophobic reaction to refugees, as
if they were “potential” terrorists, or
at the very least “queue jumpers”.

It is ridiculous, of course, and
does not justify the victims of perse-
cution to be treated as hostile aliens.
The Aboriginal community in and
about Leonora have been quick to see
that the refugees are doubly victims.
They have made multiple approaches
to the authorities to incorporate
the new-comers into their town,
volunteering cross-cultural induc-
tions, meeting them at the airport to
welcome them, applied as cooks and
cleaners at the centre, and hoping to
get permission from the authorities
to have community functions with
the new families outside the locked
centre.

It’s encouraging that in Leonora,
while the government tinkers with
an inhuman system to make it more
acceptable, the community at large
have not failed to extend a friendly
hand to those who need it most.

Robin Spencer
Perth
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What income
disparity?

There’s a joke going around
Europe at the moment: “The USA has
invented a car that uses water as fuel.”

“Wow! That’s terrific — what’s
the catch?”

“You have to use water from the
Gulf of Mexico.”

Since becoming President, Nobel
Peace Prize-winner Barack Obama
has authorised the use of US Special
Forces in 75 countries. Even George
Bush only authorised their use in 60
countries!

Which is the kind of thing that
prompted this joke that is also doing
the rounds at present: When God
wants to punish America, he sends
hurricanes, tornadoes and floods.

When he wants to punish other
countries, he sends Americans.

Did you see those reports that
production of drugs in Afghanistan
has increased by a whacking 40
percent since the US invaded the
country? Clearly a case of American
know-how at work!

According to the Australian
Financial Review Magazine, the USA
has almost four million “millionaire

households”, compared to Australia
which apparently only has about
50,000 such households.

I don’t know about your
household, but mine certainly doesn’t
fall into the “millionaire” category,
but if house prices keep on climbing,
almost everyone who owns a house
will be a millionaire — and much good
it will do them!

Booming house prices benefit
only property developers (who surely
rank with arms dealers and purveyors
of pornography among society’s
less desirable elements). Increased
housing costs certainly do not benefit
the poor sods who struggle to pay of
a whacking great mortgage in order
to achieve the holy grail of “owning
their own home”.

It has been proposed at
various times by a range of social
commentators — none of whom were
property developers or real estate
agents — that private ownership of
houses should be done away with.

That smacks too much of
socialism to be taken up by any
capitalist government, even when
they recognise that tying up a huge
proportion of the country’s wealth in

non-productive real estate is simply
daft.

Nevertheless, I am sure it gives
a warm glow to all those millions of
Americans living in the innumerable
trailer homes that sprawl like litter
alongside the main roads into and out
of every small to middle-sized town
in the USA, or living in the cramped,
rat-infested tenement buildings
that provide the equivalent “cheap
housing” in US cities.

Homelessness has been a huge
problem in the US for decades, and
yet block after block of tenement
buildings stand empty, some fire
blackened, some just boarded up,
because the US business world
cannot find a profitable way to use
this housing resource, so it just leaves
it to stand and decay, while whole
families sleep over subway gratings
to keep warm.

Millionaire households indeed.

In all capitalist countries, the
top one percent of the wealthiest
people account for a disproportionate
amount of the national income, or
to put it another way, they pocket
wildly more money than they ought
to. It reminds one of the rather bitter

English observation that “people
who work sitting down are paid
more money than people who work
standing up”.

The Australian Financial Review
Magazine says that in the US, “the
top one percent wealthiest account
for 16 percent of national income”.
And T am sure we all believe they
earned every penny of it by their own
sweat, don’t we?

Thanks to the indulgent attitude
towards the super rich of successive
US presidents from Reagan onwards,
top tax rates in the US are lower than
here, with the result that in Australia,
“the richest one percent [only] account
for about ten percent”. Oh dear! That
is so sad — perhaps we should send
round the hat for them?

Well, no. Consider this:
Australia’s top marginal tax rates
have fallen steadily from 69 percent
in 1970 to 60 percent in 1980 and
down to 47 percent in 1990. Two
academics — Tony Atkinson of
Nuffield College, Oxford, and Andrew
Leigh of the ANU — have looked into
this matter in a research paper entitled
The Distribution of Top Incomes In
Australia.

They have found that, relatively,
as the old saying goes, the rich are
getting richer and the poor poorer.
Or, as they told AFR Magazine:
“The middle [in Australia] has been
getting richer, the rich much richer,
the very rich very much richer and
the super-duper rich have done super-
duper well.”

The gap between rich and poor
is widening, and in Australia is now
greater than it has been for 50 years.

But, of course, this is all
irrelevant: now that we have an anti-
worker woman as PM instead of an
anti-worker man, everything will
presumably be all right from now on.

Won’t it? Or am I being a tad
naive, perhaps?

As long as workers can
be suckered into gazing at the
extravagances of the rich with envy
and admiration instead of anger, as
long as they allow themselves to
forget that it is the wealth the working
people created that the rich spend
with such reckless abandon, just
so long will the “income disparity”
outlined above continue to plague the
Australian people. @&



The Guardian
June 30 2010

Worth Watching 11

A

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sun 4 July -
Sat 10 July

raditional Australian

Indigenous art is in an alien
idiom to most of us, an apparently
abstract idiom that actually — like
traditional Sinhalese or Indian dancing
—is a highly coded form of describing
landscape and telling a tale. A series
of concentric circles, for example,
may look like an abstract design, but
is really a picture of a hill.

Such coded artworks are inevi-
tably going to be interpreted as mere
deigns by most non-Aboriginal peo-
ple. Striking, vivid, but abstracted
from the land that was an integral
part of their creation.

At the beginning of 2008, Nargot
Neale, of the National Museum of
Australia, curated a solo exhibition
in Japan of works collectively worth
$150 million by the late Aboriginal
artist Emily Kame Kngwarreye.

The process of selecting the
works, liaising with Emily’s com-
munity in the misnamed Central
Australian township of Utopia, liais-
ing with the Japanese galleries, even
the practical nuts and bolts matters
such as measuring the size of the lifts
that will have to carry the works up
to the exhibition floor, was all filmed
by Andrew Pike of Canberra-based
Ronin Films, in Emily In Japan
(ABC2 Sunday July 4 at 7.30pm).

In Japan, Emily Kngwarreye
is likened to Jackson Pollock. It is
meant as a compliment but indicates
that the paintings were seen as purely
abstract art.

fter watching the first epi-

sode of Bolts & Blip (ABC3
weekdays at 6.30am from Monday
July 5) my wife and I wore the same
expression: we were aghast.

A series of 26 animated episodes
telling the adventures of two small
robots accidentally drafted into
violent arena sports competitions as
Battle Bots.

Of course, we were not the target
audience. The series, which unasham-
edly views war as sport and sport
as a form of warfare, was made for
showing to small children.

It embodies all the worst aspects
of US culture and none of the good.
Not to put too fine a point on it,
the series is meretricious rubbish.
Whoever buys the programs for ABC3
needs to lift their standards.

his week’s episode of e?

transport is called Seoul: The
Stream Of Consciousness (ABC2
Wednesday July 7 at 8.00 pm) and
tells how the city officials of the South
Korean capital renewed the centre of
the city by demolishing the massive
multi-storied freeway that ran through
the area.

The demolition allowed the
degraded river the freeway had cov-
ered up to be rediscovered, its waters
to be refreshed and replenished. Now
it is a tourist attraction and an asset
for the city’s inhabitants.

More importantly, the Seoul trans-
port authorities say that, by providing
better public transport, they suffered
no traffic jams by removing the free-
way, confirming another known fact
that is often forgotten: increased road
infrastructure leads to more vehicles
on the roads, and hence more crowd-
ing not less.

On the negative side, however,

the freeway demolition also meant
that many homeless as well as poor
people were also forced to relocate.
The new improved city centre was
not meant for them.

atching young people cope

with life-threatening dis-
eases is a subject peculiarly suited
to the intimacy and immediacy of
television. Producers of such pro-
grams usually go out of their way to
make the programs up-beat, positive
and reassuring.

Teenage Cancer Ward (ABC2
Wednesday July 7 at 9.30pm) is a
little more honest, and hence a little
less sunny. It follows three teenage
patients in the Young Person’s Unit in
the cancer ward at England’s Queen
Elizabeth Hospital.

As ward sister Nicky Pettitt tells
us, fifty percent of their patients
survive, fifty percent die. Once, of
course, 100 percent died.

It is a well-made program and
the young people’s plight certainly
engages your sympathies and hopes.
The sudden death of one of them
comes as a real jolt.

he second episode of the

three-part series Miracles is
called Miracle In The Desert (ABC1
Thursday July 8 at 8.30pm). It is
something of a disappointment after
last week’s enthralling Miracle In
The Storm.

Miracle In The Desert deals with
the search for an American tourist
who attempted to ride a bicycle across
WA’s Great Sandy Desert, only to run
out of rideable road, food and water.

In July 1999, Robert Bogucki, set
off on his bicycle “on a track never
crossed ’cept by folk that are lost” (as
Banjo Patterson would have put it).
Bogucki, a fireman from Alaska, was
apparently trying to “find himself”
(or perhaps discover “the meaning of
life”), and the prospect of journeying
alone across the desert seemed per-
fectly rational to him.

7.30pm).

He had decided that, like Jesus,
he would fast in the wilderness, test
his faith and get some questions
answered. Religion has really screwed
Americans up, hasn’t it?

He didn’t count on his ordeal
lasting 43 days, or going six weeks
without food or 12 days without
water.

When Australian searchers (who
had discovered his abandoned bicycle)
couldn’t find him, his parents called
in a bizarre team of arrogant US
“cadaver recoverers”, complete with
their own dogs (who somehow got
permission to enter Australia with-
out undergoing the strict quarantine
that every other dog coming into

Emily Kame Kngwarreye — Emily In Japan (ABC2 Sunday July 4 at

Ca

o o

this country is made to go through.
Influence, perhaps?)

The US team started where the
Australians had called off their search,
but were mightily pissed off when
an accompanying media team found
Bogucki before they did.

His family gratefully donated
thousands of dollars to help cover the
cost of the search, but everyone must
have been aware, as the Aboriginal
trackers were, that it was all his own
stupid fault.

The fact that Bogucki’s ordeal
was so clearly self-inflicted over-
shadows the “miracle” of his survival,
and makes the program a lot less
interesting. &
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World Cup:
Soccer unites South Africa

Pepe Lozano

If there was one sport that helped
South Africans overcome a racially
segregated society that kept
Blacks down under the country’s
apartheid system — it was soccer.
And as South Africans host the
2010 World Cup, once again it is
soccer that continues to unite the
entire nation.

Soccer in South Africa dates back
at least to the 1860s, when white
soldiers and civil servants played
matches in Cape Town and Port
Elizabeth. And by 1880, Black and
Indian clubs were active.

The whites-only South African
Football Association was formed in
1892 and Black leagues were taking
root by the 1920s. In 1935, the first
official interracial tournament was
launched.

Those early interracial matches
had historic significance. The African
National Congress — which became
the main force challenging the apart-
heid system (1948-94) — got involved
in soccer as a match sponsor and as a
way to fight for civil rights.

Many ANC leaders, including
Nelson Mandela, played soccer in
their dusty prison yard on Robben
Island as a way to keep up their spirits
and camaraderie.

After an intense international
campaign, Mandela won his free-
dom in 1990, and later was elected
the country’s first black president in
1994, in the nation’s first democratic
elections in its history.

Mandela is credited in bringing
the country together during his sup-
port for the nearly all-white national
rugby team when it won the World
Cup in 1995. His support for the team
was a remarkable gesture on national
unity given the sport was most

cherished by the white Afrikaners
who had created and maintained the
apartheid system.

The governing body of interna-
tional soccer, FIFA, admitted South
Africa as a member in 1952, but
suspended it in 1961 because of its
segregation policies. The team was
expelled in 1976 after several hundred
black youth were killed by apartheid
police in nationwide protests against
apartheid, known as the Soweto
uprisings.

The South African national team
was eventually reinstated in 1992, as
apartheid was crumbling.

Excitement and hope swept across
the country as the national team
known as Bafana Bafana, “the Boys”
in Zulu, prepared to open the World
Cup in a match against Mexico.

For the first time the World Cup
is being hosted on African soil giving
South Africa an unparalleled opportu-
nity to showcase its rich culture, pride
and progress since the oppressive days
of apartheid.

Although many agree the time
has come for South Africa to shine,
the country continues to struggle with
extreme challenges such as rampant
poverty and disease.

Unemployment hovers around
27 percent and the average monthly
income is less than $400. Most of
the country’s avid soccer fans earn
far less. HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis,
malnutrition, crime and homelessness
are a daily reality for millions.

To top it off soccer experts pre-
dicted that Bafana Bafana, ranked
83rd in the world, would most likely
not make it out of the first round.

But despite predictions, good or
bad, South Africa has overcome so
many obstacles in its path, and many
believe at the end of the day the coun-
try and its people are already winners.

So much so that the coun-
try’s largest union federation, the
Confederation of South African Trade
Unions urged employees to let their
staff off early on opening day to cel-
ebrate and soak in the glory.

Gaza poem

A partial list of prohibited, banned,
barred and forbidden things

Sage, cardamom, cumin, coriander, ginger, jam, fruit preserves, halva, vinegar, nutmeg, chocolate, seeds and nuts, biscuits,
sweets, potato chips, dried fruit, fresh meat, glucose, flavour enhancers, industrial salt and margarine.

Toys, musical instruments, A4 paper, notebooks, writing implements, newspapers, sewing machines, clothing fabric, heaters

and razors.

Horses, donkeys, goats, cattle and chicks.

Fishing rods, fishing nets, buoys and fishing ropes.

Nylon nets for greenhouses, ropes to tie greenhouses, heaters for chicken farms, hatcheries and spare parts for hatcheries,
dairies for cowsheds, spare parts for tractors, irrigation pipe systems and planters for saplings.

Plaster, tar, wood, cement, iron, tarpaulin sheets and plastic/glass/metal containers.

In Israel this is really seditious stuff and definitely not a collective punishment to throttle Gaza'’s existence.

Steven Katsineris

|

“This is a once in a lifetime
opportunity and workers should be
allowed to be with their families
to watch the opening game,” the
union’s Cape Town branch said in
a statement.

Others note that neither soccer nor
the World Cup will eradicate poverty
or cure terrible diseases, but the sport
can have a significant impact in how
such challenges can be tackled.

South African President Jacob
Zuma speaking at a state banquet
welcoming the FIFA family recently
said the opening week of the World
Cup marks a historic moment in the

ABORIGINAL LANGUAGE GROUPS LISTED

INDIGENOUS &
NON INDIGENOUS
GATHERING

OF ALL PEOPLE IN CENTRAL ARRERNTE COUNTRY

Justice for Aboriginal and Indigenous Australians
Stand against racism and discrimination
People to stand for human rights

6-9 JULY 2010 — ALICE SPRINGS

10am — Welcome to Country, Lhere Artepe, Yirara College

life of the nation and the African
continent as a whole.

“The journey that we travelled to
achieve our freedom and democracy is
marked by the struggles and sacrifices
of many South Africans,” he said.
“We now proudly say that we are one
nation united in its diversity, with a
Constitution which declares that South
Africa belongs to all who live in it.”

Zuma summed up the spirit of the
country, “The nation is celebrating
like never before. South Africa has
come alive, and will never be the
same again after this World Cup.”
People’s World &

WE WELCOME OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS TO THE GATHERING AS ONE PEOPLE

10-11 July Inter | Leaders , all

= Our language our culture

deaths in custody
* Stop apartheid

* Full Aboriginal control
of own affairs
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Traditional custodians speaking out for

IMMEDIATE ABOLISHMENT OF THE INTERVENTION
STOP ALL RACIST LAWS

e JUSTICE FOR
ALL PEOPLES

We are now calling on all
people from all cultural back-
grounds and origins, trade unions,
human rights organisations, church
groups and students to unite
together as one against all racist
and discrimination policies
imposed by the federal and
state governments across
our country.

Please donate generously towards assisting our peoples struggie to come
togather in this very special gathering. To cover the cost of venue and assist some of our
elders to got to the gathering. please donate at <defendingindigenousrights. wordpress.com>

SUPPORT US BY JOINING HANDS AND PROMOTING
JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL

Promoting A Healthy and Dry Gathering
CONTACT: Spokesperson Richard Downs 0428 611 169 email: Richard.downs12@gmail.com

contact Marlsol Salinas on 0413 597 315

* Qur land our country

= Stop the extinction of our
languages, our animals,
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