
NO JAIL FOR ARK TRIBE

Anna Pha

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd was visibly 
shaken by the strong opposition of the 
mining corporations to a resource super 
profi ts tax (RSPT). The mining companies 
are angry, as much or more so with the 
government for not gaining their agreement 
fi rst as they are with the tax. And the battle 
they are waging is not just an economic one 
about paying a bit more tax on their super 
profi ts. It is a political struggle, a power 
struggle over who runs the country.

Rio Tinto, BHP Billiton and Xstrata, three 
of the largest global mining monopolies have 
had an extremely cosy relationship with the 
Rudd government. Up to now they were in 
the driving seat. Resources Minister Martin 
Ferguson, in particular, was their little darling. It 
was Ferguson who, according to The Financial 
Review (19-20/6/2010), battled on their behalf 
and got the government to double its compensa-
tion to coal miners under its proposed emissions 
trading scheme.

Friend of the miners
Labor had opened the fl oodgates on ura-

nium mining, jettisoning its long-standing 

two-mine policy. Labor perpetuated the Howard 
government’s Intervention in the Northern 
Territory instead of providing communities with 
the infrastructure and job creation programs 
they require. One of the prime aims of the 
Intervention is to force people off their land 
to make way for the big mining corporations.

When Labor set about abolishing the 
former Howard government’s AWAs (individual 
contracts), the mining companies rushed in to 
sign workers up on new fi ve-year contracts. 
Employment Relations Minister Julia Gillard 
willingly agreed that the AWAs could run their 
full term to 2013.

The RSPT is part of a budget tax package 
which contains a 30 percent refund of mining 
exploration costs, 40 percent compensation if 
mining companies make a loss, as well as a cut 
in company profi t tax from 30 to 28 cents in 
the dollar. It also effectively abolishes mining 
royalties by refunding companies for the royal-
ties they pay the states. In addition, billions 
of dollars have been allocated to the provision 
of infrastructure for the mining companies.

When Labor introduced Fair Work 
Australia it invited the ACTU in for a chat but 
never seriously negotiated a position that met 
ACTU demands or restored trade union rights. 

Likewise, it made a few cosmetic changes 
to the Australian Building and Construction 
Commission (ABCC), it did not negotiate 
agreement with the building unions fi rst.

It consulted and negotiated with the 
Business Council of Australia, the Australian 
Industry Group, the Minerals Council, the 
Master Builders and other employer representa-
tives. The Rudd Labor government is as close 
and subservient to big business as Liberal and 
Labor governments before it ever were.

The mining companies are no friends of 
workers or the environment. Cost-cutting short 
cuts and scant regard for workers’ health and 
safety make mining one of the most dangerous 
occupations in the world. The industry has the 
highest rate of exploitation of any in Australia. 
Its attitude to the environment is scandalous.

It needs to be asked: Why does an elected 
government have to get agreement with the 
mining companies before it makes taxation 
changes?

Why are the mining companies and not the 
elected government determining the extrac-
tion and use of Australia’s non-renewable 
resources?

Why doesn’t the elected government 
consult with the people of Australia who, as 

it points out, own those resources? What is 
it doing to protect native title rights of the 
original Indigenous owners?

State monopoly capitalism
The government is a tool of monopoly capi-

tal. It is used to hold down wages and working 
conditions and suppress struggle – the ABCC 
and outlawing of strike action, etc. It conducts 
foreign policy in the interest of the largest corpo-
rations; acts in their interests with deregulation, 
privatisation, free trade agreements, provision 
of infrastructure, tax concessions, handouts; 
and comes to their rescue during times of crisis.

This relationship with monopoly capital 
goes much deeper than just legislation and 
state machinery. An examination of leading 
policy making bodies, government inquiries, 
ministerial advisers and the like reveals that 
corporate representatives play a critical role in 
the processes of government and policy making.

Take for example, the Reserve Bank of 
Australia, Australia’s central bank with respon-
sibility for monetary policy. The nine board 
members of this “independent” (of government) 
body include fi ve with positions in large private 
corporations and one academic. 
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PRESS FUND
In a wonderful example of doublespeak, the timber industry is 
promoting the burning of timber to fuel electrical power stations. 
Ignoring the fact that the world desperately needs to reduce the 
level of carbon dioxide from the air, they argue that because trees 
absorb carbon from the atmosphere as they grow, putting carbon 
dioxide back there by burning the timber for power generation 
makes the process “carbon neutral” – and is therefore OK! The 
Guardian prefers plain speech – speaking of which, we need your 
contributions to the Press Fund, which we rely on to meet the 
ever-rising costs of production. That includes the costs of new 
equipment, such as the new printer, for which we are launching a 
special appeal. So please, send in a Press Fund contribution for the 
next issue. Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
“Round Figure” $10, Mark Window $10
This week’s total: $20 Progressive total: $2,550

Doomadgee – 
claims of whitewash vindicated

Nearly six years after Palm Island man Mulrunji Doomadgee 
was left to die of massive injuries in a cell in the island’s police 
watchhouse, a report from Queensland’s Crime and Misconduct 
Commission (CMC) has lifted the lid on the offi cial cover-up and 
called for the perpetrators to be investigated. The bombshell was 
dropped last week by CMC Chairman Martin Moynihan. He was 
scathing in his criticism of police handling of the death in custody 
and has issued an ultimatum – take action against the offi cers 
involved in the original investigation and the subsequent review 
within 14 days or the CMC will.

The strong language and the insistence that Police 
Commiss ioner Bob Atkinson must “step up” and root out the 
“self-protecting culture” within Queensland’s 10,000-strong police 
force have tended to overshadow the shocking death of Mulrunji 
as the core issue in the media. So, too, has the public spat between 
Moynihan and Premier Bligh over the Commissioner’s re-appoint-
ment to his post in February. The CMC chair is adamant he did 
not support the decision and is now saying he will take Atkinson’s 
performance in the upcoming investigations into account when 
setting terms for the Commissioner’s employment contract.

The police officer at the centre of the tragic saga, Senior 
Sergeant Chris Hurley, is barely mentioned in the newly released 
187-page report. Hurley is still on operational duty at the Gold 
Coast station. He was promoted and had an estimated $1 million 
of legal costs incurred during various coronial, CMC and court 
hearings paid for by the Queensland Police Union. The union is 
expected to foot the bill when Mulrunji’s family brings a civil 
suit against him.

Commissioner Atkinson has ordered an investigation into 
newspaper claims that Hurley is guilty of “triple-dipping” the 
compensation available for property lost when the Palm Island 
watchhouse burned down during the unrest that followed 
Doomadgee’s death. Hurley was given an ex gratia payment by 
the government and part of the proceeds of a union-run appeal. 
He is reported to have received $102,955 despite the fact that his 
contents insurance put the value of his belongings at $34,419. He 
was never required to provide a list of the damaged goods.

A coroner determined last month that Hurley had infl icted 
the injuries that led to Doomadgee’s death in 2004. Deputy Chief 
Magistrate Brian Hine found that Hurley had probably lied in evi-
dence to previous proceedings. The senior sergeant was acquitted of 
Doomadgee’s manslaughter in 2007. Doomadgee’s partner, Tracey 
Twaddle, is too upset as yet to read the latest report and is said to 
have despaired of ever seeing justice done over Mulrunji’s death.

The CMC’s demand that action be taken against the six of-
fi cers involved in police internal investigations may also have hit a 
snag. Two of them are already under investigation by the CMC. A 
coroner found evidence that some offi cers had colluded to protect 
Doomadgee’s arresting offi cer.

Moynihan’s stance indicates that change has come to the CMC. 
A joke used to have it that it stood for “cleared, mate, cleared”. 
However, its actions will not be enough to bring about the desired 
necessary change within the Queensland police force. There cer-
tainly is a “culture” of self-protection in the force but it is more 
than that. It shares some of the same “culture” being discussed 
publicly in connection with the national rugby and Australian 
football leagues – a culture of racism. The events surrounding 
Mulrunji’s death and the subsequent whitewashing investigations 
are unimaginable in the case of the death of a white person.

Few are confi dent the Queensland police force will cure itself of 
its ills. Over two decades after the Fitzgerald Inquiry into corrup-
tion and the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, 
the scandals persist. Calls have gone out for a national body to 
be established to investigate state police forces. That would be 
a start but the dispossession and resultant racism built into the 
foundations of capitalist Australia calls for more thorough-going 
social change.

Special Printer Appeal – 
A voice for the working class
There are relatively few independent sources of news and analysis, let alone voices that unswervingly 
support the working class. The mass media is owned and controlled by big business interests and serves 
those interests. The Labor and Liberal Parties have huge resources at their disposal, millions of dollars in 
political donations from corrupt developers, mining, oil, tobacco and other big business interests.
The Communist Party of Australia and its newspaper The Guardian unashamedly take the side of the 
working people and their mass organisations, the trade unions, in the class struggle. It is vital that our 
voice is widely heard.
The CPA relies heavily on its printer in its day-to-day work, in producing party documents, leafl ets, 
booklets, the Australian Marxist Review and other materials. The Guardian also needs a reliable printer 
in its production for research, editing and proofi ng. We also assist outside organisations with printing. Our 
printer has served as a reliable workhorse for a considerable number of years but has now reached the 
stage where it cheaper to buy a new device than try to maintain the current one.

We are launching a special Appeal for $18,000 to purchase a printer that will enable the CPA and The 
Guardian to carry on with its important work. We do not have big business sponsors, we rely on ordinary 
working people, on pensioners, students, the unemployed and their organisations whose side we are on.
Any contributes of $1,000 or more will be offered a free 12-month subscription to The Guardian. All 
contributions will be acknowledged unless otherwise requested. We urge you to dig deep. This is your 
Party, your paper. Please give us your support. Send in contributions by Monday July 12.
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Their corporate connections 
include James Hardy, Coca-Cola 
Amatil, CSL, Origin Energy, Wal-
Mart Stores (US retail), Fairfax 
Media, Brambles and BlueScope 
Steel. The other three are the gover-
nor, deputy governor and secretary to 
Treasury. The academic has positions 
in two reactionary think tanks – the 
Brookings Institution in the USA and 
the Lowy Institute for International 
Policy.

Infrastructure Australia has 
responsibility for developing a stra-
tegic blueprint for Australia’s future 
infrastructure needs. Its head is lead-
ing business fi gure, Sir Rod Eddington 
who is chairman of JPMorgan 
Australia, one of the world’s largest 
investment banks. 

His other business connections 
include Rio Tinto, Allco Finance and 
News Corporation. Heather Ridout, 
CEO of the Australian Industry 
Group (representing manufacturing 
employers), is also a member. She 
was involved in the Henry Taxation 
Review (see analysis The Guardian 
May 12). The other board members 
have relationships with the IMF, 
Bankers Trust, Deutsche Bank, Minter 
Ellison lawyers and KPMG.

The Australian Securities and 
Investments Commission is respon-
sible for the regulation of corpora-
tions, markets and fi nancial services. 
Its chairman was the director of the 
Business Council of Australia, and 
chief executive partner at Mallesons 
Stephen Jaques – Australia’s largest 
law fi rm. The deputy chair was also 
a partner at Mallesons.

The Future Fund is responsible 
for the investment of more than $60 
billion of public moneys. Its chair is 
a former CEO of the Commonwealth 
Bank – having guided it through its 

privatisation. Its other board members 
come from the fi nance sector and 
industry – including Rio Tinto, JP 
Morgan, Rothschild Australia, Lend 
Lease Property Investment Services, 
Civil and Civic and Private Equity. 
Former Liberal Party Treasurer 
Peter Costello (appointed by Rudd) 
still holds an advisory position at 
the World Bank. The staff respon-
sible for investment policy have 
worked for a range of investment, 
accounting, financial and other 
business organisations, including 
ANZ, AMP, Towers Perrin, AXA, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, Deloitte, 
Allco Finance, Credit Suisse, JP 
Morgan, Bankers Trust, Pinnacle 
Property Group and the IMF.

In addition to big business reps 
running government bodies, there is 
a steady stream of ex-state and federal 
MPs into highly lucrative positions 
in the private sector – rewards for 
services rendered – who are invalu-
able in opening doors in government.

The chair of the National Health 
and Hospitals Reform Commission 
which provided the blue print for the 
Rudd government’s plans to privatise 
Medicare and public hospitals works 
for BUPA, one of the largest health 
insurers in the world. She also was a 
partner at KPMG.

Deloitte, KPMG, Ernst & Young 
and PricewaterhouseCoopers are 
known as the Big Four – the largest 
accounting and professional service 
fi rms in the world. In 2009 these 
monopolies had combined revenue of 
more than $100 billion. All are repre-
sented in some area of government. 
They are typical of the international 
monopolies that dominate industries.

The close relationship between 
government and big business is 
known as state monopoly capital-
ism. As can be seen from the above 

examples, the finance, mining, 
manufacturing, retail and property 
interests are tightly interconnected 
with government. As is US capital 
and the IMF and World Bank.

The mining companies are fi ght-
ing to hang onto every dollar of profi t 
they can. They are also determined to 
teach Rudd and the rest of the world 
that they are not to try an RSPT or 
dare challenge their authority like 
that again.

The struggle against the mining 
corporations is a struggle against 
monopoly capital. It is the class 
struggle. This struggle takes place 
in all sectors of the economy. What 
is unusual in the case of the mining 
corporations is that the government 
is not on their side over the RSPT, 
although it has held back fi nalising 
its legislation until it can gain their 
agreement.

These private interests hold key 
positions on government bodies, 
infl uence governments with huge 
political donations and the promise 
of six fi gure incomes when exiting 
parliament. Their tentacles can be 
found everywhere, exploiting their 
employees in the workplace, high 
interest rates; bank fees; monopoly 
pricing of petrol, pharmaceuticals, 
food, electricity, and all the other 
basics in life.

If there is to be real change in the 
interests of people, then that means 
taking on and defeating the monopo-
lies. It includes the nationalisation of 
major industries, including the mining 
sector. Only a government of a new 
type can do that, a government with 
the backing of a broad movement 
of forces including the working 
class, students, small farmers and 
small business people. It requires a 
government that puts people and the 
environment before profi ts. 
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Bob Briton

South Australian construction 
worker Ark Tribe was cheered 
as he entered the Adelaide 
Magistrate’s Court on Tuesday 
June 15. About 1,500 supporters 
had gathered in Victoria Square to 
pay tribute to the courage of the 
CFMEU rank and fi le member as 
he went to face charges brought 
by the Australian Building and 
Construction Commission (ABCC) 
that could see him jailed for six 
months and lumbered with hefty 
fi nes. In 2008 he failed to attend 
an ABCC interrogation about a 
workplace safety meeting held at 
a site at Flinders University. Last 
week he was carrying the hopes 
of Australian workers for a fi ght 
back against over a decade’s-worth 
of anti-union legislation.

Greetings had come from across 
Australia and across the globe. 
“It is obvious that capitalism’s 
governments, regardless of whether 
they are liberal, social democratic, 
centre-right or centre-left, have the 
same goal – they defend the interests 
of capital and big business,” read 
the message of support from the 
Federation of Construction Workers 
in Greece.

The Howard-era legislation 
that led to the establishment of the 
ABCC came out of the Cole Royal 
Commission into the Building and 
Construction Industry in 2001-2003. 
It claimed to be an inquiry into 
criminality in the industry but was, 
in fact, a witch-hunt against unions 
organised on building sites across 
the country. No prosecutions arose 
out of the inquiry. The activities of 
bosses were not thoroughly probed. 
Developers wanted unions sidelined to 
ensure maximum profi ts from a super-
heated property sector. Employers 
in general wanted the more militant 
sections of the union movement 
beaten down.

Unionists in the construction 
industry have been harassed by ABCC 
offi cials ever since.

“Part of our Tribe”
Standing in front of the Ark Tribe 

Embassy in Adelaide, Paddy Hill 
of the Birmingham Six and Gerry 
Conlon of the Guildford Four gave 

stirring speeches against the injustice 
being faced by Australian construction 
workers. Their passion came straight 
from the bitter experience of years 
in prison after wrongful convictions 
for the bombing of pubs in the UK 
in the 1970s.

“This law is designed to push 
and break the unions, that’s what it’s 
all about,” Gerry told the colourful 
gathering.

Ark thanked the visitors, the 
other speakers and the supporters 
gathered in Victoria Square for their 
solidarity. He thanked his family, 
who were present, and commented 
on how hard the ordeal had been 
on them. “I’m here today to defend 
myself against one of the many 
unjust laws that have managed to 
seep their way into our wonderful 
society; the same sort of laws that 
Australian heroes in the past and to 
this day put their lives on the line to 
fi ght against,” he said.

In Melbourne a vigil was held 
outside the offi ces of the ABCC. In 
Sydney around 2,000 people with 
hundreds of colourful union banners 
took part in a rally at the back of the 
old Trades Hall building and then 
marched on the ABCC offi ces in the 
city centre.

NSW secre ta ry  o f  the 
Construction Division of  the 
CFMEU, Andrew Ferguson, said 
that it was not just about Ark, a 
construction worker, who would not 
tell what other workers said. It is 
about the rights of workers, about civil 
liberties, and whether Ark goes to jail 
or not the campaign must continue. 
Ark was prepared go to jail to stand 
up against the unjust law.

“We are all Ark Tribes, we want 
to see better laws for all workers in 
the country,” said Mr Ferguson.

“Ark’s part of our Tribe,” one 
unionist interjected, to a roaring cheer.

Australian Workers Union 
assistant secretary Russ Colson said 
you have a right in any other industry 
to stop work if safety becomes an 
issue – with maybe a slap over the 
wrist – but not in the building and 
construction industry. He spoke about 
how Labor had reneged on its promise 
to abolish the ABCC.

Reverend Andrew Johnson from 
the Uniting Church made the point 
that the denial of rights is an issue 

for the whole community, not just 
the trade unions.

Case drags on
On day one of the trial, defence 

counsel Michael Abbott QC argued 
that the charge against Ark should 
be dropped; that the ABCC offi cial 
who made out the complaint was 
not authorised to do so. On Friday, 
Magistrate David Whittle fi nally 

determined that ABCC assistant 
commissioner, John Draffi n, was 
entitled to lay the complaint and 
that the trial would proceed. Late on 
Friday afternoon, Magistrate Whittle 
adjourned proceedings and set down 
July 21 and 22 for their resumption.

The union movement is standing 
by Ark and the CFMEU has pledged 
to back him all the way. “If Ark 
Tribe is jailed, the CFMEU will take 

action right around the country,” 
national secretary Dave Noonan said 
in Adelaide.

“Construction workers will 
not be intimidated by those sort of 
threats. We will not be held down by 
employers who want to hide behind 
these draconian powers. Ark is our 
friend, he’s our comrade, he’s one of 
us and we will be here for him as long 
as it takes and as hard as it gets.” 

In Adelaide (pictured here) and around Australia workers rallied together to support Ark Tribe.

Thousands rally for Ark 
as workers’ rights go on trial

The charges against the Bonhoeffer 
Peace Collective who infi ltrated 
the secret Australian military 
base on Swan Island in March 
and shut down the switchboard, 
a satellite and caused a lockdown 
on the base, effectively disrupt-
ing the Australian war effort in 
Afghanistan, have been dismissed.

The four Christian peace activ-
ists – Reverend Simon Moyle 
(Baptist Minister), Jacob Bolton 
(community worker), Jessica 
Morrison (university lecturer) 

and Simon Reeves (social work-
er) have called themselves the 
Bonhoeffer Peace Collective after 
Kevin Rudd’s favourite theologian 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was also 
an anti-war activist.

Swan Island is a highly secre-
tive military installation near 
Queenscliff, Victoria, which is used 
by the Army’s elite Special Air 
Service (SAS) and the Australian 
Secret Intelligence Service (ASIS). 
Swan Island is said to be more 
secretive than Pine Gap in central 
Australia.

To quote Simon Reeves from 
court: “Charges dismissed by mag-
istrate!! Magistrate agrees sanctity 
of life is more important than unjust 
laws.”

The activists infi ltrated the 
secret Australian military base after 
swimming to the island at 5.30 in 
the morning. They spent several 
hours on the base shutting things. 
They were charged with trespass.

“Both Swan Island and the war 
on Afghanistan are out of sight, out 
of mind. It’s time to end further 
suffering of the Afghan people and 

our soldiers by bringing our troops 
home,” the group said in a press 
release on the day.

“In the week before the fi rst 
Easter, Jesus blockaded the temple 
and turned the tables inside. Today 
we are imitating Jesus’ disruption,” 
the group said. “Sometimes you 
have to get in the way of injustice”.

“War can’t bring peace; it can 
only bring further terror, death and 
poverty.”

To quote Dietrich Bonhoeffer: 
“The followers of Christ have been 
called to peace. And they must not 
only have peace but also make it. 
His disciples keep the peace by 
choosing to endure suffering them-
selves rather than infl ict it on oth-
ers. In so doing they overcome evil 
with good, and establish the peace 
of God in the midst of a world of 
war and hate.”
There is more information and 
a video of the Bonhoeffer Peace 
Collective explaining their 
action at Jarrod McKenna's Blog 
(www.paceebene.org/
blog/jarrod-mckenna). 

Sanctity of life prevails
Great victory for anti-war activists

Pete’s Corner

Perth

5th Latin American Film Festival in Australia

All films screened 7pm Friday evenings until August 6

Next film screening June 25: La Matinée (Uruguay)

Perth Tango Club, 
Lesser Hall 82 Cambridge Street West Leederville Perth WA 6007

08 9271 0555 www.perthtangoclub.com FREE ENTRY
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The WA branch of the Australian 
Manufacturing Workers Union 
took the exciting step of adopting 
the following motion which calls 
for 100 percent renewable energy 
by 2020. The motion was proposed 
by John Sharp-Collett, secretary 
of the Retired Members Division. 
It was adopted on May 27 at the 
WA state conference of the AMWU.

Conference notes and supports 
the union policy on uranium mining. 
However to date very little has been 

done to implement this policy while 
the pro-uranium lobby continues to 
roll on and in fact is becoming more 
confi dent as they hitch their band 
wagon to climate change. 

The pro-uranium lobby argues 
that nuclear energy is necessary as 
part of the energy mix, which is not 
correct.

The delay in the uptake of 
renewable energy is historically due to 
the fact that the fossil fuel lobby has 
been able to dominate energy policy. 

Even today this is the case. A business 
as usual model will not address the 
urgency of climate change.

One hundred percent renewable 
energy by 2020 is achievable. It is also 
necessary to combat climate change 
in such a manner as to negate the 
pro-uranium lobby. The 100 percent 
renewable energy by 2020 is an 
international campaign that we need 
to not only support but be prepared 
to take action in support thereby 
attaining a nuclear free future. 

AMWU adopts motion for 100% 
renewable energy by 2020

The Queensland and Northern 
Territory Branch of the Electrical 
Trades Union (ETU) announced 
on May 31 that its state council 
had placed a ban on its members 
working in uranium mines, nuclear 
power plants or any part of the 
nuclear fuel cycle. The ban refl ects 
both the ETU’s concern regarding 
the threat to the health and safety 
to workers engaged in the industry 
and its view that nuclear power 
should not be a source of power 
generation.

In a statement issued on May 
21, ETU Queensland state secretary  
Peter Simpson said, “We are sending a 
clear message to the industry and the 
wider community that vested interests 
in the uranium and nuclear industries 
are trying to hoodwink us about this 

dangerous product and industry. 
Corporate interests, and their political 
supporters in the Labor and Coalition 
parties, are also trying to buy working 
families off with high wages, while 
denying the true short-term and long-
term health risks of such jobs”.

The ETU statement went on 
to note that the union’s decision 
to intensify its campaign against 
uranium mining comes at the same 
time as there is a push by both 
major parties, the media and mining 
companies to expand uranium 
mining in Australia and for nuclear 
power to be considered as an energy 
option. The union views its ban and 
expanded campaign as a change to 
this push. Under the ETU’s rules 
all members are bound to abide 
the unions policies; members that 

fail to do so face the potential of 
having disciplinary proceedings 
taken against them, which include 
expulsion from the union.

As part of its campaign the 
ETU has also launched a new DVD 
which it commissioned, When the 
Dust Settles, which features long 
time anti-nuclear campaigner Dr 
Helen Caldicott and is directed 
by progressive fi lm maker David 
Bradbury. The film outlines the 
dangers of uranium mining, the 
nuclear fuel cycle and the use 
of nuclear materials in weapons 
production. The fi lm has been sent 
to all 14,000 of the ETU Branch’s 
members.

An aim of the fi lm, according 
to Simpson, is to make members 
“fully aware of the dangers and 
health risks, if they decide to take 
a job in a uranium mine or other 
nuclear facility”. The campaign 
against the nuclear industry is an 
important renewal of support for the 
Australian anti-uranium movement 
by the Australian unions. 

During the 1970s and 1980s 
Australian unions were heavily 
involved actions against uranium 
mining including the refusal by 
Australian Railways Union (now 
the Rail, Tram and Bus Union), 
Transport Workers Union and the 
Waterside Workers Federation (now 

the Maritime Union of Australia) 
to place bans on the movement of 
uranium ore.

However this campaign was 
undermined by the decision by 
the Hawke Labor government to 
not implement the ALP’s policy to 
oppose uranium mining. Combined 
changes in the legislation have sharply 

increased the penalties for unions 
engaging in industrial activities 
around social issues.

In this context the ETU’s move 
to ban members working in the 
uranium industry is both a signifi cant 
strengthening of the movement and an 
innovative approach to taking action 
to support a social movement. 

ETU bans work in 
nuclear industry

Manufacturing workers could be 
big winners in the race for green 
jobs, according to a new report 
by the ACTU and the Australian 
Conservation Foundation.

The report titled “Creating Jobs 
– Cutting Pollution: The Road Map 
for a Cleaner, Stronger Economy”, 
found that Australia could create 
more than 770,000 extra jobs by 
2030 by taking strong action now to 
cut pollution.

Using extensive economic 
modelling from The National 
Institute of Economic and Industry 
Research, the report found that 
strong action on pollution would 
result in 140,684 new manufactur-
ing jobs.

According to the report, manu-
facturing workers would benefi t 
from rapid expansion of clean 
energy infrastructure, clean vehicle 
production and public transport 
infrastructure.

Australian Manufacturing 
Workers’ Union (AMWU) national 
secretary, Dave Oliver, said the 
report proves that moving to a low 
carbon economy relies on re-skill-
ing workers, not laying them off.

“We must have strong govern-
ment intervention to ensure that 
shifting to a low-carbon future 
does not mean workers are worse 
off. If Australia takes the lead, we 

can take advantage of new jobs in 
renewable industries,” he said.

“There are multi-billion dollar 
export opportunities in clean tech-
nology and we have to make sure 
Australia gets in early.”

Worldwide investment in clean 
energy totalled US$162 billion in 
2009, but only US$1 billion of this 
investment was in Australia.

China is ranked number one in 
clean energy investment out of the 
G20 countries, with $34.6 billion. 
Australia is ranked 14th, behind 
Turkey, Mexico, Canada and others.

The AMWU also has a paper 
which outlines the opportuni-
ties for Australian manufacturing, 
titled “Making Our Future: Just 
transitions for climate change 
mitigation”.

Dave Oliver said Australia 
needs to make a strong commitment 
to drive innovation and invest in 
renewable energy.

“The $652 million investment 
in the Renewable Energy Super 
Fund announced in the federal 
budget will help grow Australian 
renewable energy manufacturing.

“It’s a good start towards com-
bating climate change and ending 
our fossil-fuel dependence. It’s also 
recognition that green jobs are the 
future of Australia’s manufacturing 
industry.” 

Manufacturing 
workers in the race 
for Green Jobs

The Transport Workers Union 
(TWU) is calling for Safe Work 
Australia and appropriate state 
OH&S authorities, Cash in Transit 
(CiT) companies, employees and 
security and safety experts to come 
together to discuss measures for 
increased safety in the industry.

TWU national secretary, Tony 
Sheldon, said he would be request-
ing the deputy prime minister to 
convene the meeting through Fair 
Work Australia.

“A man went to work on 
Monday and did not come home, 
and our thoughts and prayers go 
out to Mr Allibon’s wife Monica, 
his family and his workmates at 
this diffi cult time,” Mr Sheldon 
said.

Gary Allibon, a Chubb security 
guard, was killed in the Sydney 
CBD during an armed robbery.

“Chubb and other security 
companies do give their workforce 
ongoing security incident train-
ing, and this is a leading training 
program world wide. The company 
has made counselling available to 
all employees and along with the 
union has set up a fund to help 
support Gary’s families.”

But he said without a well-
functioning and safe CiT industry, 
the retail sector and the banks 
would have trouble functioning 
and that there are things that can 
be done to make it safer including 
changing times for deliveries.

The union says there have also 
been questions raised over the 
safety and the consistency of regu-
lations in the CiT industry – espe-
cially the wearing of bullet-proof 
vests.

“Put simply, if the guards 

thought it was safer to be wearing 
a vest then they would be wearing 
them. There is an overwhelming 
view amongst armoured car driv-
ers that an assailant will decide to 
go for a shot to the head, and that 
it will encourage a more severe 
attack.

“Over the last decade this 
issue has been before Fair Work 
Australia and numerous courts 
including the NSW Industrial 
Relations Commission, but there 
has been no determination on the 
matter.

“It is time for all parties, 
including Safe Work Australia and 
all industry partners, to sit down, 
look at all the evidence and make 
an informed decision on what 
direction this industry should move 
in to make it safer,” Mr Sheldon 
said. 

TWU calls for 
security roundtable
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Education is a big ticket item 
for governments and successive 
governments in Australia over 
several decades have been trying 
to minimise education budget costs 
at the expense of quality educa-
tion and public education. The 
gradual but determined push to 
a two tiered education system by 
increasing private school subsidies 
and funding, relative to funding 
for the public education sector is 
one major strategy to reduce the 
education budget.

The other major strategy is to 
put community pressure on public 
schools and teachers to be responsible 
for improving literacy and numeracy 
without providing at the same time 
adequate funding to do this in a 
professionally informed way. In other 
words it’s easier to blame public 
schools and teachers for “failing” 
their students rather than coming up 
with the dollars needed to ensure a 
quality public education system meets 
children’s diverse needs and survives 
in the longer term.

Simply put the teachers become 
the bad guys and the students become 
the victims of a short-sighted approach 
to the long-term education needs of 
Australian children. Some parents, 
who have a choice, move their kids 
into the private system hoping that 
this will be an individual solution in 
the face of the deliberate anti-public 
education policy of successive Liberal 
and Labor governments. 

A larger number of parents have 
remained remain loyal to their public 
education values and have not been 
hoodwinked into believing Australian 
public schools are providing an 
inferior education for our kids. Many 
parents, and I would suggest most 
parents, have very little choice about 
their child’s school; it’s the local 
school or no school.

The biggest losers
The myth that parents can access 

My School website and vote with 
their feet if their local school is 
performing poorly relative to other 
schools, is just that, a myth for most. 
The already disadvantaged are being 
further disadvantaged by the present 
federal Labor policy. Children from 
low socio-economic, Indigenous and 
non-English speaking backgrounds 
are already at the bottom of the heap. 
League Tables just tell them again that 
they are “failures’. They can’t and 
don’t change schools to help address 
the education needs of our children.

What our most needy schools 
and communities are crying out 
for are real education dollars for 
sound professional programs that 
seriously address their needs. More 
of these dollars are needed in the 
public education system which does 
not discriminate on the basis of 
race, religion, disability, academic 
performance, wealth or on any other 
basis. Like our embattled public 
health system it takes all comers 
without prejudice.

In the present environment many 
needy public schools have been 
unwittingly co-opted into supporting a 
politically motivated funding agenda. 
They are entering into agreements 

with the Department of Education 
which offer “bonus payments” for 
achieving “growth” in students 
NAPLAN test results. This funding 
formula has very little to do with 
good education or quality teaching 
and learning. It has a lot more to do 
with making politicians look good 
and ensuring schools can access any 
extra funding dollars on offer. It has 
led to a narrowing of the curriculum 
and an increasingly “teaching to the 
test” mindset in vulnerable schools.

Dividing teachers
The fl ip-side of this agenda is 

the implications for teachers and 
their unions. Blaming teachers and 
schools for the problems in our 
education system and ranking schools 
will inevitably lead to a policy of 
dividing teachers and schools into 
“good’  and “bad’. The present debate 
being carried out on talk-back radio 
about performance pay for teachers is 
another example of how this agenda is 
being popularised in the public arena.

The purpose of this is to set 
the scene for the introduction of 
performance pay for teachers and in 
the process breakdown the collegiality 
which makes the profession strong.  
Like comparing schools it is 
impossible to simplistically compare 
and rate teacher performance because 
of the many variables involved in 
schools, classrooms and teacher roles.

This simplistic approach is aimed 
dividing the teaching profession 
professionally and industrially. A 
divided workforce is easier for the 
Department to deal with when it 
comes to issues of pay and conditions. 
Professionally a divided profession 
has more difficulty influencing 

education policy and defending public 
education.

The recent “ceasefi re” that was 
declared between the Australian 
Education Union and the federal 
government at the “fi nal hour’ i.e. 
just before the NAPLAN test dates 
in May, will allow the government 
time to consult with teachers and 
other members of the recently formed 
Working Party.  The goal of teachers 
and the union is to ensure NAPLAN 
data on the My School website cannot 
be used to create League Tables. The 
AEU has submitted a proposal for 
achieving this outcome with the use 
of graphed data.

 If this outcome is not achieved 
because of the government’s 
continued intransigence teachers 
will likely take further action to 

prevent the publication of League 
Tables. They will need your support. 
It is important to remember that the 
mass media has an interest in League 
Tables too. They sell more newspapers 
and make more profits through 
sensationalising the education debate.

Senate inquiry 
Submissions can be made to 

the Education, Employment and 
Workplace Relations References 
Committee for Inquiry into NAPLAN. 
Submissions must be made before 
June 26, 2010.
For Part 1 see last week's 
Guardian.
The Terms of Reference of the 
Inquiry are available from the 
NSW Teacher’s Federation, 
02 92172100. 

Australia

The Education Agenda
The bigger picture (Part 2)

Take action!
Iranian Trade Unionists held incommunicado
The Union of Workers of the 
Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company 
(Sherkat-e Vahed) was banned 
after the 1979 Islamic Revolution. 
Workers resumed the Union’s 
activities in 2004, although it is not 
legally recognised. On December 
22, 2005, police arrested 12 of the 
union’s leaders at their homes but 
quickly released four of them.

Other members were arrested 
on December 25, 2005 after they 
went on strike to call for the 
release of their colleagues. Saeed 
Torabian was among those arrested, 
and spent one month in custody. 
Hundreds more were arrested dur-
ing a further strike in January 2006.

Two other members of the 
union’s board, Mansour Ossanlu 
and Ebrahim Maddadi, the Head 
and Deputy Head of the union 
respectively, are currently serving 
prison sentences for their peace-
ful trade union activities. Mansour 
Ossanlu is serving a fi ve-year 
prison sentence and is currently 
held in poor conditions in Reja’i 
Shahr Prison, in Karaj near Tehran. 
Ebrahim Maddadi is held in Evin 
Prison, Tehran, serving a three-year 
prison term imposed in 2007. Both 
are prisoners of conscience.

Saeed Torabian and Reza 
Shahabi had been suspended from 
work, without pay for about four 

years following the strikes in 2005. 
They were eventually reinstated 
after the Court of Administrative 
Justice investigated their case. This 
Court is empowered to investigate 
complaints against government 
employees.

Other trade unionists have 
been arrested or harassed recently, 
including members of local 
Teachers’ Trade Associations, 
particularly in the run-up to 
International Labour Day on May 
1 and National Teachers’ Day on 
May 2, 2010. Some of them were 
summoned by security offi cials, 
and some were detained for several 
hours, while the houses of others 

were searched, and some union 
meetings were broken up by the 
authorities.

The Iranian authorities refused 
permission for demonstrations to be 
held on the anniversary of the 2009 
presidential election, and arrests 
of political activists, human rights 
defenders, students, trade unionists 
and others increased in the days 
and weeks before the anniversary 
on June 12. Some people defi ed a 
heavy security presence to dem-
onstrate on the streets of Tehran. 
At least 91 people were arrested in 
connection with demonstrations, 
according to the Tehran Police 
Commander.

Protests at the disputed outcome 
of the 2009 election were vio-
lently repressed, with scores killed. 
Thousands were arrested, many of 
whom were tortured or otherwise 
ill-treated, often to obtain forced 
“confessions”. Hundreds have been 
tried unfairly, including in mass 
“show trials”, many of whom are 
serving long-prison terms, often as 
prisoners of conscience. Some have 
been sentenced to death, and two 
executed.
Visit Amnesty's web site 
(www.amnesty.org) and click 
“How you can help” and then 
“Release Iranian Prisoners of 
Conscience”. 

The author is a south-west 
Sydney teacher who teaches 
in a large 98 percent Non-
English Speaking Background 
primary school.

Sydney

Honduras Honduras 

international international 

day of actionday of action
June 28 is the first anniversary of coup

Join trade union leaders, the Cuban 

Consul-General, the Venezuelan 

Ambassador, an exiled Honduran, 

community groups and artists. 

11 am Sunday June 27

Latin American Plaza

Chalmers St Sydney 
(near Central Railway Station)

Sydney
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Greece: the economic crisis and fi

To be fully understood the current situation 
in Greece must be seen as directly connected 
with a now unfolding drive by the world’s 
fi nance capital, aimed at savagely attacking 
the people’s living standards, taking back all 
workers’ gains won in the last 50 years and 
making the labour power as cheap as possible 
for employers all over the world. This is the 
underlying fundamental cause of the current 
crisis in Greece.

In the European Union (EU), the drive by 
monopoly circles against the peoples is mani-
fested at the same time as the US war against 
the Euro. Many people are so terrifi ed by the 
intensity of the crisis they are asking: What is 
going to happen? Is the Euro collapsing? Is the 
European Union collapsing? Neither of those 
things is going to happen, on this occasion.

Both the attack against the Euro and the 
attempt by European monopolies to increase 
their profi tability by undermining workers’ 
rights is being carried out against the smaller 
and weaker economies fi rst. It is not a crisis 
confi ned to one country. It concerns the whole 
European Union and not only the EU.

Greece first victim
Greece was picked by the fi nancial specula-

tors as the fi rst victim, because of the particular 
circumstances of its economy – namely, the 
high public debt, the recurring budget defi cits 
and its non-productive character. Production of 

commodities is not the strong point of the Greek 
economy, being mainly based on services and 
tourism. Greece could have one of the strongest 
economies in Europe. The country’s mineral 
resources are bigger than the resources of all the 
other EU countries combined. With a different 
social system Greece could present an entirely 
different picture today. What has failed there is 
capitalism itself.

The specifi c factors that have contributed 
to the exacerbation of the economic problems 
of Greece are:

• The subservience of the Greek ruling class 
to foreign monopoly powers and its depend-
ence on them. Greece never actually gained 
full independence. The ruling class has failed 
to invest its own capital and capital received 
from the European Union in productive projects, 
infrastructure and programs for developing the 
economy. Instead huge sums of money were 
squandered for private enrichment, for bribes 
and a luxurious, parasitic life style. Even in 
today’s crisis with the country’s foreign debt 
approaching 300 billion Euros, the deposits of 
Greek businessmen in Swiss banks are a stag-
gering 240 billion Euros. Instead of offi cially 
requesting Germany pay Greece the 200 billion 
Euros it owes in war reparations and the loan 
it extracted from the Greek people during the 
occupation period (1941-1944), it is appealing 
to Germany and the other European partners 
to assist Greece to borrow money from the EU 
and the IMF.

• The government’s overspending in the 
period 2002-2004 for the staging of the Olympic 
Games, catapulted the foreign debt to unprec-
edented levels. The conservative government 
that followed increased the debt by another 
100 billion Euros.

• The government handout to the banks to 
“assist then to overcome the fi nancial crisis” 
and to improve their liquidity. The previous 
conservative government handed the banks 28 
billion Euros, while the present “socialist” gov-
ernment of Mr Papandreou has made it known 
that out of the 110 billion Euros the country is 
going to receive in loans from the European 
Union countries and the IMF in the next three 
years, it will immediately hand 10 billion to 
the banks with the possibility of a further 20 
billion at a later stage. The banks which are 
primarily responsible for the fi nancial mess are 
being bailed out while the people are called to 
pay the bill.

Highway robbery
According to the European Union Charter, 

the banks of member states can borrow from 
the European Central Bank (ECB) at the interest 
rate of one percent. However the governments of 
the member states cannot borrow from the ECB. 
Consequently the Greek Banks borrowed huge 
sums of cheap money and lent this to the Greek 
government at a rate of six percent, thus making 
huge profi ts without having to lift a fi nger for 
them. The end result of this highway robbery 

was that the Greek banks recorded profi ts of 300 
billion Euros in the last three years!

Part of the plan of international fi nance was 
to put such pressure upon the Greek economy, 
through the big game speculators, so as to make 
it impossible for the country to borrow on the 
international market with affordable interest 
rates. The idea was to force Greece to default its 
payments and thus be dropped out of the Euro 
Zone (the group of 16 EU countries having Euro 
as their currency).

The expectation was that as soon as that 
happened the Euro could take a dive. Then 
they would turn the attention to other weak 
economies, such as Portugal, Spain, Ireland, 
and even Italy. The crisis is therefore a crisis 
for the whole European Union.

Finally the EU decided to involve the 110 
billion Euros IMF in the rescue package and 
lend Greece from both sources in the next three 
years (80 billion from the EU and 30 billion 
from the IMF), but on what conditions and at 
what price? Representatives of the IMF, the EU 
and the ECB visited Greece and laid down the 
rules. According to these rules the most savage 
austerity measures must be enforced upon the 
Greek people.

Savage austerity measures
These measures include wage cuts of all 

public servants by 20-30 percent, a reduction 
of all pensions of both the public and private 
sector; raising the pension age to 65 years for 
both men and women immediately and to 67 
years after 2015; lowering the minimum wage 
to 540 Euros a month; doing way with all col-
lective bargaining; institutionalising so-called 
“fl exible” forms of employment; and repealing 
the existing law which prohibits enterprises 
employing more than 100 people from dismiss-
ing more than two percent of their work force.

These measures amount to a complete 
dismantling of the industrial relations system 
and will have a disastrous effect upon the 
people’s living standards and trade union and 
democratic rights.

It must be noted that the Treaty of Rome 
which set up the EU stipulates that as far as the 
social security systems of the member states 
were involved, the EU has no right to intervene 
in the member states or put any demands on 
them for changes or conditions to social security 
matters. That’s why it was necessary for the IMF 
to come into the picture. Its involvement was 

One of the many public rallies staged throughout Greece this year in protest to the austerity measures announced by the Greek government.

The banks which are primarily 
responsible for the financial mess are 
being bailed out while the people are 
called to pay the bill.

On May 20, millions of strikers 
and tens of thousands of 
protestors, workers and 
young people, gave a strong 
response to the austerity 
measures recently announced 
by the PASOK (social democrat) 
government of Greece. It was 
the ninth successful strike of 
the All Workers’ Militant Front 
(PAME) in five months.

A few days before the 24-hour 
general strike there was an 
attempt to criminalise the 
activities of PAME. There were 
attacks on the Communist Party 
of Greece (KKE) which was 
behind the establishment of 
PAME and is playing a leading 
role in the struggle to defeat 
the government’s measures and 
bring about a change in the 
social system.

On Saturday Mary 15, the KKE 
in its own right held a highly 
successful rally in Pedion Areos 
Sqaure in Athens. At its meeting 
in May, the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of 
Australia heard a report from 
CC Member Stratos Mavrantonis 
on the situation in Greece. The 
following are extracts from that 
report*:
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the result of an agreement between the US, the 
EU and Greece. The deal was agreed with the 
collusion of the Greek government.

The social democrat government, as part 
of the capitalist establishment, planned the 
introduction of these measures all along and 
now uses the IMF and the EU in order to shift 
the blame and save face with the people.

The response of the workers, the organised 
working class, to these measures has been 
decisive and all indications are that the strike 
actions and the resistance to the measures 
will intensify. On May 5, the whole country 
was in the grip of the 24-hour general strike 
organised by the General Confederation of 
Labour and PAME.

A few days earlier there was a 48-hour 
strike by teachers and local government 
employees, a 24-hour strike by public servants 
and a 24-hour strike by seafarers. There are 
massive public meetings and protest marches 
on a daily basis in Athens and the other large 
cities. All indications are that the strike move-
ment and the resistance movement generally, 
involving large numbers of people, will develop 
further and will intensify as the effect of the 
measures are felt by the people.

The KKE is at the forefront of this resist-
ance movement. The Party’s General Secretary, 
comrade Aleka Papariga, has offi cially declared 
that these measures must be defeated and swept 
aside. She has called upon the people to effec-
tively resist the measures and to overthrow the 
capitalist government and install a people’s 
government.

One thing is certain, the class struggle will 
intensify in Greece and in some other European 
countries. The other certainty is that the Greek 
crisis is directly connected to similar proc-
esses in the whole of Europe and all over the 
world and as soon as the dust settles in Greece, 
other countries will be targeted by international 
speculators. This is part and parcel of the drive 
by monopoly capitalism to attack workers’ 
rights and the living standards of the peoples 
of the world.
*The full report will be published in the 
next Australian Marxist Review. If you 
are not already a subscriber, then phone 
Cecilia on 02 9699 8844 or visit 
www.cpa.org.au
You can watch videos 
from the KKE rally on YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSjwwf91rEg) 
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ghtback The global economic crisis
The Great Depression 
of the 21st century

Attack on the Euro

They say the economic crisis is over but it 
is far from it. Capitalism is putting more 
pressure on the working class and forcing 
poor people to pay more. Entire countries 
including Greece are at risk. In addition to 
the economic crisis there is the escalation of 
wars in the Middle East and Central Asia 
and the continued US threats to China, 
Russia, Iran, Venezuela, Cuba and other 
countries that strive for independence.

Public opinion, led by media disinforma-
tion, continues to be misled as to the causes and 
consequences of the economic crisis. Hidden 
from view are the deliberate policies that have 
wilfully infl uenced the course of economic 
events. Media disinformation largely serves the 
interests of a handful of global banks, which use 
their command over fi nancial and commodity 
markets to amass vast amounts of wealth.

The US Reserve Bank and hedge companies, 
with inside information and foreknowledge, use 
the instruments of speculative trade to fi ddle 
and rig market movements to their advantage, 
precipitate the collapse of a competitor and 
wreak havoc in the economies of countries. 
These tools of manipulation have become an 
integral part of the fi nancial architecture; they 
are embedded in the system.

The US military agenda upholds the power-
ful capitalist elite that relentlessly overshadows 
and undermines the functions of civilian govern-
ment in the developed and Third World.

Any idea of a free trade level playing fi eld 
in international economics has been premised 
on the assumption of a homogeneous, stable 
international monetary system. Multilateral 
steps eliminating trade barriers make no sense 
as a level playing fi eld if a leading state can 
then manipulate exchange rates at will and free 
itself from the payments disciplines applying to 
other states. And when that leading state is also 
the producer of the world’s main international 
currency, you have something like an imperial 
economic framework facing other capitalists.

Petrodollar warfare
The phrase “petrodollar warfare” describes 

the hidden, driving force of United States foreign 
policy over recent decades. The enemies of Petro 
dollar warfare are nationalistic governments, 
control of oil at their source and any alterna-
tive currency they could be traded in. The US 
dollar is the world’s dominant reserve currency 
and since the 1970s OPEC will only sell oil 
priced in US dollars. More than 70 percent of 
the world’s oil is denominated in US dollar; a 
virtual monopoly for the USA. 

This is the system the US hopes to preserve 
so it can maintain its unique status as the world’s 
“reserve currency” and keep expanding its debt 
into perpetuity. It explains why the Federal 
Reserve has been able to increase the money 

supply by a whopping 15 percent for the last six 
years! Trillions of US dollars are now circulating 
in the oil trade keeping the value of the dollar 
high by creating artifi cial demand.

Central banks are forced to maintain 
humongous stockpiles of US dollars to pay for 
the steadily rising price of oil. The price of oil 
is also kept high by control of its production. 
You can’t have nationalist governments retaining 
independent control of oil production. It must 
come through the Anglo-US control.  Without 
this control of the supply of oil most countries 
would have dumped the greenback years ago 
and converted to the strengthening Euro.

After dominating oil production it is also 
necessary to destabilise any other system of 
trade payment that could threaten the dollar. The 
only real threat in recent years to the dollar as 
the reserve currency was the Euro. And besides 
nationalist governments, the other target of US 
Imperialism is to dominate, control and destroy 
other fi nancial systems that might threaten the 
control of the US dollar.

The rise of US 
financial imperialism

World money is necessary to the measuring 
and allocating of value – prices, profi ts, wages, 
etc – within and between regions and nations. 
It is also essential as a store of value, as a 
stable asset in which wealth can be stored. For 
most of the history of capitalism, gold was the 
basis of world money. International payments 
were made in gold. Under British Imperialism 
the pound could be converted into gold by the 
world’s central banks. In 1971, US President 
Nixon broke the dollar’s tie to gold, and since 
then the US dollar has operated without gold 
as an inconvertible world money.

This was a conscious strategic decision, 
planned in advance, entailing a rejection of any 
new European led, international monetary order. 
All future attempts, including the Rambouillet 
Summit of 1975 which was to link the dollar 
exchange rate with the deutschmark and the 
yen, were also sabotaged by the US.

In practice, it is the world’s biggest extor-
tion racket, wherein, the “Godfather” – US 
imperialism – holds a gun to the heads of his 
subjects and forces them to use its fi at-paper to 
purchase the oil that lubricates their economies.

This led some pundits to argue that cur-
rent account defi cits (i.e. debts to the rest of 
the world) are irrelevant where the dominant 
imperial power is concerned. Even as the US 
economy started to run defi cits of US$500 
billion per year and more with the rest of the 
world – defi cits that are essentially paid for 
by printing and shipping off dollars – these 
commentators insisted that there would be no 
meaningful consequences for the economy of 
the United States. The problems are felt by the 
rest of the world.

Just look at the huge debts of the US and 
how it can spend US$800 billion for foreign 
wars! There’s no way the US can pay off that 
debt through the normal means of increasing 
exports. What the US plan does is force the 
foreign central banks to hold more dollar-based 
assets, thus, thrusting the US gigantic debt onto 
its trading partners such as Europe. The US is 
producing more debt than the rest of the world 
combined.

Of course, if the central banks grow tired of 
this pyramid scheme and dump the dollar the 
world can get on with the business of address-
ing global warming, poverty, AIDS, Peak Oil, 
nuclear proliferation etc. That won’t happen as 
long as the dollar reigns supreme and the US 
imperialists continue to dominate the interna-
tional system.

From time to time, as more and more of 
the currency fl oods into world markets to cover 
these defi cits, some countries which have been 
dominated by US dollars have been tempted to 
unload them in favour of other currencies such 
as the Euro. The dollar system can only continue 
to work if people continue to accept dollars.

Now it’s no good for the US to print more 
dollars if no one wants to take them. Countries 
such as China and Japan would begin to cut their 
exposure to US dollars. In the end, demand is 
more important than supply. The demand for 
the dollar would plummet unless the US could 
destabilise the Euro while at the same time keep-
ing control of oil production and “protecting” 
its distribution.

Every so often, a rebel nation has tried to 
break the shackle of tyranny of the dollar and 
operate outside the US-run system. For example, 
Saddam Hussein switched to Euros six months 
before he was carpet-bombed in Shock and Awe. 
His defi ance only hastened his ultimate downfall.

Russia has already made the conversion 
to Euros and Roubles and has considerably 
depleted their holdings of US dollars. Iran and 
Venezuela have converted to Euros and must 
be taking heavy losses for the sale of their oil 
given the crash of the Euro. It is not a surprise 
that they are both considered enemies of the US 
and are targeted for “regime change”. When it 
comes to Russia the US would rather restart 
the Cold War than abandon the supremacy of 
the greenback.

If the US dollar crashed, the US would 
have to begin to pay its debts. War is inextri-
cably linked to the impoverishment of people 
at home and around the world. Militarisation 
and the economic crisis are intimately related. 
The provision of essential goods and services 
to meet basic human needs has been replaced 
by a profi t-driven “killing machine” in support 
of America’s “Global War on Terror”.
Michel Chossudovsky and 
Andrew Gavin Marshall (Editors)
Montreal, Global Research Publishers. 
Centre for Research on Globalisation 
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Emile Schepers

Slovakia held parliamentary elec-
tions on Sunday, June 13, in which 
right-wing parties elected the 
majority of deputies. This comes 
on top of elections in the Czech 
Republic and Hungary where the 
right made advances.

In the Slovakian election, the 
Social Democratic Party (SMER) 
headed by Prime Minister Robert 
Fico got more votes than any other 
party and considerably more than it 
did in the last parliamentary election 
in 2006 (it went from 671,185 votes, 
or 29.14 percent, to 880,111, or 34.79 
percent). In 2006 the Communist 
Party of Slovakia ran separately and 
got 89,418 votes or 3.88 percent, 
but did not win a single seat in the 
legislature, or National Council. This 
time the CP supported SMER.

The 62 seats the Social Democrats 
won (up from 50 seats in 2006) are 
far fewer what they needed to control 
the 150 seat legislature. On the other 
hand, established right-wing parties 
such as the Slovak Democratic and 
Christian Union-Democratic Party lost 
votes and seats from 2006 to 2010. 
Their vote dropped from 422,815, 
or 18.35 percent of the vote and 31 
seats, to an estimated 390,042 votes, 
or 15.42 percent of the vote and 28 
seats. Other right-wing parties also 
lost votes and seats.

But the right still has more seats 
than the Social Democrats. After the 
2006 election, Prime Minister Fico 
cobbled together a Frankenstein 
monster of a left-right coalition with 
two other parties. The centre-right 

People’s Party-Movement for a 
Democratic Slovakia, of former Prime 
Minister Vladimir Meciar, and the 
Slovak National Party whose leader, 
Jan Slota, has been accused of bigotry 
against the country’s large Magyar 
(ethnic Hungarian) and Roma (Gypsy) 
minorities. After the 2006 election, 
the fi rst of these had 15 seats and the 
second had 20.

In the 2010 election, the Slovak 
National Party was left with only 
nine seats, and the People’s Party 
with none. So, although Slovakia’s 
President Ivan Gasparovic has asked 
Fico to try to form a new coalition, it 
can’t be based on the same two part-
ners. There is a Christian Democratic 
Party with 15 seats in the National 
Council, and also the Most-Hid party, 
purporting to represent the interests of 
the Hungarian minority, but these and 
other possible coalition partners are all 
right wing, and in the case of Most-
Hid, it is incompatible as a coalition 
party with the Slovak National Party 
with its anti-Magyar rhetoric.

Some historical 
background

For hundreds of years, most of 
what is now Slovakia was part of 
the Kingdom of Hungary, with the 
landowning nobility being mostly 
Magyar while most of the peasants 
they exploited were Slovaks. When 
Slovakia was separated from Hungary 
at the end of the First World War and 
incorporated in Czechoslovakia, many 
ethnic Hungarians remained within 
it. After the collapse of socialism in 
Czechoslovakia, Slovakia and the 

Czech Republic went their separate 
ways, but Slovakia and Hungary still 
suffer tensions because of the minority 
Magyar issue.

Czech and Hungary
In the parliamentary elections 

in the Czech Republic, the Social 
Democrats won the largest number 
of votes, 1,155,267, or 22.8 percent 
of the vote. But this was a signifi cant 
drop from the last election, and they 
lost 18 seats, leaving them with 56. 
The right-wing Civic Democracy 
Party came in second with 1,057,792 
votes or 20.22% of the total. This was 
sharply down from 2006. They lost 
28 seats, being left with 53.

Many of those votes may have 
gone to a brand new right-wing party, 
TOP 09, who got 873,833, or 16.70%, 
and 41 seats. The Communist Party 
of Bohemia and Moravia, which 
ran its own candidates, got 589,765 
votes, 11.27 percent, and held all 26 
parliamentary seats it had going into 
the election. But it lost popular votes 
compared to 2006.

In Hungary, the two big shocks 
from its elections this Spring were 
the crushing defeat of the ruling 
Hungarian Socialist Party (social 
democrats) of Prime Minister Ferenc 
Gyurscany, which voters evidently 
blamed for the current fi nancial crisis 
and for a major scandal. The main 
victor was the right wing FIDESZ 
Party of Victor Orban.

But many observers were per-
turbed by the sharp advance in the 
fi rst round of Jobbik, “Movement for a 
Better Hungary”, an extreme national-
ist party that increased its vote eight 

times over, since the last election. 
Jobbik is militantly anti-communist, 
and is credibly accused of promoting 
hatred of Jews and Roma. It is also 
“Carpathian-Irredentist,” which means 
it fi ghts militantly for separatist rights 
for Magyars living outside Hungary.

These election results are worri-
some, especially as they are matched 
by rightward movement in other parts 
of Europe. The Second International  
social democratic parties were blamed 
for drops in living standards on their 
watch, and for administering cuts 

in social welfare as demanded by 
international monopoly capital, the 
European Union and the IMF.

The communist parties are fi ght-
ing hard but they are suffering repres-
sion in several countries in Eastern 
Europe, including the Czech Republic 
where efforts have been underway 
to legally eliminate the Communist 
Party of Bohemia and Moravia, and 
in Poland where the ruling class is 
trying to make the use of communist 
symbols illegal.
People’s World 

Mixed verdict in 
Slovakia elections

The Social Democratic Party (SMER) headed by Prime Minister 
Robert Fico got more votes than any other party.

Kyrgyzstan: people hit by political, economic failure
Mati English

Kyrgyzstan, a tiny ex-Soviet repub-
lic with a population of fi ve million 
people, is in the news again. And 
the news is shocking – hundreds of 
people were brutally killed, thou-
sands wounded and an estimated 
400,000 thousand became refugees 
overnight.

Who is in power?
Kyrgyzstan’s interim govern-

ment led by Roza Otumbayeva 
took power on April 7 amid violent 
protests in the capital Bishkek.

Ex-president Kurmanbek 
Bakiyev fl ed the country and later 
resigned. His billionaire son Maxim 
was recently detained in Britain and 
is currently seeking political asylum 
there. 

Presidential elections are to 

be held in October 2011, and the 
new Kyrgyz leader will come into 
power the following January. Until 
then Roza Otumbayeva will have 
presidential powers.

Who is pulling the 
strings?

The shooting that started on 
June 11 turned into an ethnic 
battle between Uzbeks and Kyrgyz 
nationals in the southern city of 
Osh, birthplace and power base of 
the ex-president. It is believed that 
large sums of money were spent to 
start up the troubles. There seems 
to be evidence of “foreign” snipers 
who shot both Uzbeks and Kyrgyz 
civilians. Uzbeks make up nearly 
15 percent of the state’s population.

The relations between the two 
communities leave much to be 

desired sometimes. Twenty years 
ago when the Soviet Union under 
Gorbachev started to disintegrate 
there was a bloody ethnic confl ict 
between the two. At the time the 
Soviet army put a stop to it in about 
24 hours.

“The confl ict between Kyrgyz 
and Uzbek nationals started after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
Neither previous nor sitting 
leaders of the country have done 
anything to solve the problem. 
Someone from the outside could 
of course use the situation in their 
interests,” said Sergei Demidenko, 
an expert with the Institute 
of Strategic Estimations and 
Analysis (Russia).

“However, I repeat, the 
prerequisites for the current confl ict 
have been created inside the 
country,” The problem, according 

to Mr Demidenko, is an economic 
one. Young Kyrgyz men have few 
options for employment – it is 
either doing the most undesirable 
jobs as guest workers outside the 
country or being employed by 
criminal outfi ts mainly involved in 
drug traffi cking.

Political institutions have 
become so weakened by corruption 
that it is the criminal “authorities” 
that have been running the country. 
Neither economic nor ethnic 
problems facing the population 
were of any interest to the policy 
makers. It is not surprising that it 
has caused a political collapse.

Outside forces
Kyrgyzstan is strategically 

important for the USA, Russia and 
China. The US has a military base 
there which is the main supply 
route to Afghanistan. It is also a 
good place to spy on Central Asia 
and China. Russia is interested in 
friendly nations around its borders 
and desperately tries to stop drug 
traffi cking into the country. There 
were reports that Afghans, residents 
of North Caucasus and even 
citizens of the Baltic States took an 
active part in the bloody events in 
Kyrgyzstan.

Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO)

The SCO recently held its 
annual meeting in Tashkent, the 
capital of Uzbekistan, and discussed 

the situation in Afghanistan and 
Kyrgyzstan. The SCO incorporates 
Russia, China, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan. Four other countries – 
Iran, Pakistan, India and Mongolia 
– act as observers. Belarus and Sri 
Lanka were given dialogue status at 
the end of April.

The SCO issued a declaration 
pledging to build an effective and 
open multilateral organisation 
dedicated to regional peace, 
stability and prosperity.

SCO member states called for 
restoring stability in Kyrgyzstan 
through dialogue, saying they were 
willing to provide necessary support 
to the Central Asian country. The 
SCO member countries reiterated 
their stand of supporting each 
other’s sovereignty, independence 
and territorial integrity, and 
opposing interference in the internal 
affairs of sovereign countries and 
actions that might trigger regional 
tensions.

That is more than a hint to the 
US which had expressed a desire to 
send its troops there. That plan was 
dropped later.

Humanitarian aid is being 
fl own to the refugees in Uzbekistan 
and Kyrgyzstan but a solution to 
the problem will take years of 
dedicated efforts. Whether it is 
possible under the present political 
structure is another matter. As usual 
ordinary people bear the brunt of 
political and economic failures. 

Sydney

Communist Alliance Election Launch
Saturday July 10, 6.30pm
AMWU building, 133 Parramatta Rd, Granville
5 minutes from Granville Railway Station

$20 entry includes 
Mediterranean buffet and entertainment
RSVP Thursday July 8

Tony 0451 635 924
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Tim Wheeler

WASHINGTON: Texas Republican 
Representative Joe Barton has 
plunged the Republican Party into 
turmoil with his blurted apology to 
the CEO of BP for what he called 
President Obama’s “shakedown” 
of the oil giant, securing US$20 
billion to help victims of the oil 
catastrophe in the Gulf of Mexico.

With BP CEO Tony Hayward sit-
ting in the witness chair during a June 
17 hearing of the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee, Barton, rank-
ing Republican, said it is a “tragedy” 
that a “private corporation can be 
subjected to what I would characterise 
as a shakedown” by President Obama 
in setting up the escrow fund.

It was not a slip of the tongue. 
Barton was reading from his prepared 
opening statement. But the reaction 
by his fellow Republicans was instant 
panic. With one stupid statement, 
Barton tore aside the Republican’s 
hypocritical mask exposing their 
real loyalties, not to the stricken 
people of the Gulf Coast, not to the 
oil-soaked beaches and wetlands, 
the dying pelicans and turtles. No, 
their hearts bleed for their biggest 
campaign contributors, profi t-greedy 
oil companies.

After a break in the hearing, 
Barton attempted to take back his 
blunder, apologising for the apol-
ogy and pleading that his comments 
not be “misconstrued.” Refl ecting 
GOP(The Republican Party) panic 
over the fi restorm, Barton’s formal 
retraction, including an apology to 
President Obama, was hastily released 
and circulated by the offi ce of House 
Minority Leader, John Boehner.

But the damage was done. David 
Plouffe, who is currently the mid-term 

elections consultant for the president’s 
grassroots group, Organising for 
America, pointed out that Barton’s 
comments are consistent with other 
GOP statements on the disaster. 
Republican Senator John Cornyn of 
Texas said he “shares” Barton’s con-
cerns. Republican Michele Bachman, 
a darling of the tea party, said BP 
should not allow itself to be “fl eeced” 
to pay for damages infl icted to the 
Gulf Coast. Rush Limbaugh ranted 
the escrow account to compensate 
victims in the Gulf is a “bailout.” 
Rand Paul, the Republican Senate 
candidate in Kentucky called criticism 
of BP “un-American.”

Said Plouffe, “Let’s be clear. This 
fund is a major victory for the people 
of the Gulf. It’s a key step toward 
making them whole again. BP has a 
responsibility to those whose lives and 
livelihoods have been devastated by 
the disaster. And BP executives don’t 
deserve an apology – the people of 
the Gulf do.”

Big oil knows who its allies are, 
Plouffe continued, and if Republicans 
win majority control of the House 
in November’s mid-term elections, 
“Representaive Barton could be 
chairman of the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee – oversee-
ing the regulation of the oil and gas 
industry,” he warned.

Companies like Halliburton, 
responsible for faulty cementing of the 
Deepwater Horizon rig “are directing 
their political committees to deliver 
thousands of dollars to Republican 
candidates this cycle,” said Plouffe. 
Barton himself has received more 
than US$100,000 from the oil and gas 
industry this election cycle.

In fact, Barton has received 
more campaign contributions from 
oil and gas companies since 1990 

than any other member of the House, 
US$1,448,380. His single biggest 
donor is BP partner, Anadarko 
Petroleum, which owns a 25 percent 
share in the Macondo Prospect, the 
site where the Deepwater Horizon 
rig exploded and sank. Anadarko, so 
far, has given Barton US$56,500 in 
PAC contributions and US$90,000 
in individual contributions so far this 
year. Anadarko is so covered with 
slimy oil from the Gulf gusher that 
BP sent them a bill to pay for its share 
of the cleanup, reports Nate Silver on 
his web site, FiveThirtyEight-Politics 
Done Right.

Barton joined earlier this week 
in sponsoring a bill to lift the mora-
torium on deepwater drilling. In 
announcing the bill, Barton blasted 
President Obama for ordering a halt 
to offshore drilling claiming the 
president’s hidden agenda is to make 
the moratorium permanent. Barton is 
a notorious denier of global climate 
change and a fanatical opponent of 
pending legislation to reduce green-
house gas emissions.

The series of Republican gaffes 
in siding with BP in this disaster may 
well emerge as a “game-changer” in 
the mid-term elections in which the 
Republican Party was counting on 
major gains, perhaps even recapturing 
majority control of the House. Now 
even Republicans in safe districts, 
including Barton, fear an angry voter 
backlash.

Barton’s Democratic opponent 
in the heavily Republican district 
south of Dallas is David Cozad who 
had about US$10,000 in his cam-
paign coffers compared to Barton’s 
US$1.7 million. But Barton’s money 
reeks of oil and Texas voters now 
know it.
People’s Voice 

Oil lobby 
power 
revealed

Okinawa candidate 
against US base
A rally to unite to work for Iju 
Tadayuki’s victory in the House of 
Councillors election took place on 
June 7 in Naha City in Okinawa, 
calling for the unconditional closure 
of the US Futenma base. Japanese 
Communist Party (JCP)Chair Shii 
Kazuo took part in the rally.

Iju, supported by the 
Association for a Peaceful, Rich 
Okinawa without Military Bases, 
expressed his determination by say-
ing, “A candidate who clearly says 
‘No!’ to US bases must win in the 
election. My victory will be the 
best way to show both the Japanese 
and the US governments our strong 
resistance and opposition to their 
plan regarding the Futenma base 
relocation.”

Okinawa Social Mass Party 
Vice-Chair Itokazu Keiko (House 
of Councillors) said, “I will fi ght 
together with you for Iju’s victory.” 
Three city mayors, Inamine Susumu 
(Nago), Iha Yoichi (Ginowan), and 
Tomon Mitsuko (Okinawa) sent 
their messages of support in soli-
darity with Iju.

Speaking on behalf of the JCP, 
a member of the Association for a 
Peaceful, Rich Okinawa without 
Military Bases, Shii stated, “We 
can show how to solve the Futenma 
base issue by the political position 
Iju takes.”

Stating that Iju is standing by 
the position calling for the uncon-
ditional removal of the base and 
opposing the base relocation within 
Okinawa, Shii said, “In the fi rst 
place, the base in question was built 
on land forcibly taken away from 
Okinawans during the US occupa-
tion. It’s legally Okinawans’ land.

“Why should Japan look for 
locations to relocate the US base? 
Japan should ask the US govern-
ment to take its base home without 
any condition, decide where to 
locate the base in its own country, 
and use its own money to withdraw 
the base.”

Shii said that Iju does not side 
with any power or any party that 
takes a stand for the relocation of 
the base in Okinawa. “Standing 
fi rm in rejecting the plan to move 

the base within the prefecture, Iju 
is taking a leadership role in meet-
ing Okinawans’ demand,” Shii 
stressed.

Shii pointed out that Iju pursues 
a base-free peaceful Okinawa with-
out the Japan-US military alliance 
in the future and said, “Advocates 
of the base relocation inside 
Okinawa believe that the Japan-US 
Security Treaty is important and the 
US Marines should stay in Japan 
as a deterrence force. However, 
the US Marines in Okinawa are 
continuing to be dispatched to Iraq 
and Afghanistan. The Marines in 
the Futenma base go to the Middle 
East for six months each year. Is 
this really a deterrence that pro-
tects Japan? Isn’t it a force used to 
invade other countries?”

He called on the audience to 
give support to Iju by stating, “The 
course the Okinawans should take 
is to defeat the argument of deter-
rence and to look for a base-free 
Okinawa without the military 
alliance.”
Akahata 

The wars continue, 
but are not seen
Barack Obama’s smile is nicer than 
George W Bush’s, but is even more 
aggressive and warmongering. In 
the era of budgetary constraints 
and public relations, the White 
House has waived the televised 
live bombings preferring secret 
interventions. Through covert 
operations by Special Forces, the 
US is at war today in 75 countries.

In addition to the military 
operations taking place in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, the Pentagon 
is waging a secret war in which 
Iran is one of the main targets. 
That war is being waged 
under the coordination of the 
Special Operations Command 
(USSOCOM), which has about 
57,000 experts from all four 
branches of the US armed forces 
(Army, Navy, Air and Marines).

Their missions are offi cially 
obtaining information on the 
enemy; conducting direct action 
in the destruction of targets; the 
elimination and capture of enemies 
by external forces trained and 
organised by the USSOCOM; 
counterinsurgency aimed at helping 
allied governments suppress any 
rebellion and psychological warfare 
operations aimed at infl uencing 
foreign public opinion to support 
US military action. 

A research paper from the 
Washington Post said that US 
forces now in charge of special 
operations are no longer deployed 

in 60 countries, as last year, but 75. 
The growing importance of these 
forces is further demonstrated by 
the fact that “the commanders of 
the special forces are now more 
present in the White House than in 
the Bush era.”

The area where these operations 
are concentrated, which offi cially 
receives fi nancing of US$10 billion, 
covers the Middle East, Central 
Asia and East Africa. But there are 
“plans for preventive or retaliatory 
attacks in many parts of the world, 
for use when a plot is discovered or 
after an attack.”

The use of the forces in 
charge of special operations offers 
the “advantage” of not needing 
congressional approval and being 
kept secret. Such operations, 
administration offi cials said “could 
pave the way for military strikes 
against Iran if it sharpens the 
showdown over Tehran’s nuclear 
program.”

As part of “unconventional 
warfare”, USSOCOM relies on 
private military companies, such 
as Xe Services (formerly known 
as Blackwater, already known for 
its actions in Iraq), which is being 
used in several special operations, 
including search and intelligence 
on Iran. In this case, directly or 
indirectly USSOCOM supports 
rebel groups, particularly those in 
the Southeast, mostly Sunnis.
Pravda 

Australia Cuba Friendship Society
with Latin Fusion
Kulcha, South Tce Fremantle (above Dome Cafe)

8 pm ’til late, Saturday July 24
Tickets $22/$25
Bookings: www.kulcha.com.au
0419 812 872 acfsperth@gmail.com

Latin Foods, Music and DanceLatin Foods, Music and Dance

July Revolution PartyJuly Revolution Party
Perth
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Greater 
public 
benefit – 
oh yeah?
The development of capitalism, 
like everything, is a process, and 
it goes through different stages. In 
the beginning, every bright idea 
capitalists had to make money 
was followed by the establishment 
of a private company to exploit 
that idea.

As the system grew, however, it 
was discovered that private companies 
were simply not effi cient enough to 
provide capitalism with the infra-
structure it needed to successfully 
carry on its business. If you take all 
relevant factors into consideration, 
including the welfare of the mass of 
the population, the lowering of pol-
lution, the husbanding of resources, 
the conserving of energy, and so on, 
then public enterprises, which have 
public service as their guiding prin-
cipal, are inherently more effi cient 
than those operating under the private 
profi t system. 

I know that acknowledging the 
overall greater effi ciency of public 
enterprises would cause many com-
mentators in the daily capitalist media 
to have attacks of apoplexy, but it is a 
fact of history that big business had to 
turn to the State to take over and run 
– or even to provide in the fi rst place 
– the major infrastructure needs of the 
so-called “free enterprise” system.

Private and competing companies 
could manufacture goods, of course, 
but getting those goods to market 
proved more than their profi t-driven 
system could effi ciently handle. The 
overriding imperative of competition 
for profi t made them far more open 
to large-scale bribery and corruption 
than even lowly-paid state offi cials.

Although the fl aws in the profi t-
driven system were glaringly obvious, 
it did not stop – in fact it encouraged 
– the assiduous spreading by capital-
ism’s shouters that private enterprise 
was far more effi cient and less waste-
ful than public enterprise.

The public sector starved of 
funds and prevented by laws and 
government policy from competing 
effectively (or at all) with their private 
“competitors”, it is no wonder that big 
business was able to make political 
capital out of the spurious assertion 
that private ownership equated with 
effi cient operation.

However, with new sources of 
profi t drying up, capitalist entrepre-
neurs several decades ago turned their 
attention back to those infrastructure 
projects that they once were obliged 
to consign to the State. Now, they 
advanced afresh the old arguments 
that “free enterprise is less waste-
ful” and coerced governments into 
privatising vast numbers of public 
enterprises.

In Australia, everything from 
banks to rail freight, electronics, 
communications, to oil refining 
was fl ogged off to a grateful ruling 
class – by Labor as well as Liberal 
governments. 

Advertising agency boss John 
Singleton even formed the misnamed 
“Workers’ Party” in Australia in 1975 
on an anti-socialist platform calling 
for removal of all government control 
of or “interference” in the economy 
at all levels including police, and for 
the privatisation of all government 
activities. It was Reaganomics carried 
to its logical end and it sank without 
trace within fi ve years.

Even diehard Liberal politi-
cians like NSW Premier Bob Askin 
would have nothing to do openly 
with Singleton’s extremism, which 
smacked too much of Mussolini’s 
corporate state to be advanced with 

impunity. But Singleton’s aim of a 
state that gave businesses a totally 
free hand none the less remains the 
goal of every major corporation (and 
most of the little ones, too).

Bourgeois democracy, the system 
that gives the masses the illusion that 
they are actually able to infl uence the 
political system, is too valuable a tool 
for the ruling class to allow it to be put 
at risk by over-eager extremists, even 
right-wing extremists like Singleton.

Since then we have had all man-
ner of things privatised: NSW Forests 
now farms its forestry work out to 
the private sector, whose concern is 
not the husbanding of our forestry 
resources so that they are preserved 
for future generations to utilise. These 
private forestry outfi ts are concerned 
only to get in and get the maximum 
amount of allowable timber out in the 
shortest possible time, because that’s 
how you make a profi t.

The result is the despoiling of our 
forests. One of these private timber-
extraction operations on a ridge near 
where I live produced such devasta-
tion that the local people actually sup-
ported a move by wilderness groups 

to have the whole area (previously 
a State Forest) changed to a State 
Recreation Area under the Parks and 
Wildlife Service!

Usually, however, privatisation 
does not produce such happy out-
comes. Look at the toll roads and tun-
nels around Sydney, and the ominous 
murmurings about fi tting all cars with 
electronic “tags” so that tolls can be 
painlessly levied with out cars having 
to stop. This could then be extended 
to all cars on all roads, to pay for the 
upkeep of the roads. There would 
be no shortage of private companies 
prepared to administer such a mas-
sive system.

In Britain, meanwhile, the gov-
ernment appears to be preparing to 
privatise the country’s historic canal 
system. And why not? They privatised 
the railways, so why wouldn’t they 
try to do the same to the waterways?

Britain’s canal system comprises 
some 5,000 kilometres of waterways 
and locks, built to take heavy cargoes 
across the country including up and 
down hills. It has largely been super-
seded by trucks nowadays for haul-
ing freight, but capitalism objects to 

having to provide services it cannot 
make a profi t from.

Perhaps the many people who 
use the canals for their pleasure craft 
can be made to pay a fee for the 
privilege? Although the government 
claims that privatisation is not “cur-
rent government policy”, canal users 
are on the alert.

British Waterways operates the 
canal system, with funding from the 
Department of Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs (Defra). At the 
end of May a spokesperson for Defra 
admitted that “British Waterways 
has been asked to consider the case 
for greater commercial freedoms 
and less dependence on government 
grants to explore whether changes to 
the framework within which it oper-
ates could allow it to achieve greater 
public benefi t.”

Readers who watched the verbal 
ingenuities of Sir Humphrey in Yes 
Minister and its sequel Yes, Prime 
Minister will have no diffi culty in 
recognising Whitehall doublespeak.

Privatising would produce not 
“budget economies” but “greater 
public benefi t”. Sure it would. 

Letters / Culture & Life

The Gulf clean up 
and jobs

Even if it’s plugged tomorrow, 
which seems unlikely, millions 
of barrels of life-killing crude oil 
has to be cleaned up. Experts are 
saying that the job will take us well 
into next year. In three seasons the 
ecological balance can be restored 
along with the sea life on which 
many families depend to make a 
livelihood.

However, if the well isn’t plugged 
and the oil cleaned up soon, shore 
areas as far away as the East Coast 
are in line for ruin as well.

British Petroleum should pay a 
dear price for the mess they have 
made. The oil catastrophe in the Gulf 
demands more fundamental solutions 
to their reckless business practices. 
BP should be nationalised and put 
under people’s democratic control. 
Let the people who care about the 
environment have the fi nal say on 
regulation enforcement and penalties: 
the men and women who fi sh for a 
living, the tourist industries, unions 
and civic groups.

Why? Because this and other 
incidents show that the fi rst priority 
of the big oil companies is to stuff 
their pockets with billions of dollars 
in profi ts by any means necessary. 
Worker safety and the protection of 
the environment are secondary to 
their profi ts. 

What is happening in the Gulf is 
the worst we’ve seen but if these profi t 
hungry pirates are allowed to violate 
regulations and disregard human life 
and nature, what is happening today 
will happen again and again. And 
what is happening now must not 
happen again.

“Drill Baby Drill” turns out to be 
“spill baby spill”, and when it comes 
to the wildlife and oil workers its “kill 
baby kill” for profi ts.

In the meantime the national 
unemployment is still over 10 percent 
and may go higher. According to the 
Joint Economic Committee of the US 
Congress (JEC), the unemployment 
rate among young workers 16-21 
years old is almost 20 percent the 
“highest unemployment rate for this 
age group since the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics began tracking unemploy-
ment data in 1947”.

The rate for 16 and 17-year-olds 
in April 2010 was 29 percent nation-
ally. In some communities over 50 
percent of teenage youth have no 
jobs. This problem is especially acute 
when it comes to African American 
and Latino youth.

If something dramatic is not 
done to alleviate this problem, the 
long-term impact could be disastrous. 
Congresswoman Carolyn B Maloney 

chair of the JEC, warned, “In light 
of the scarring effect this recession 
will have on our young workers, we 
have to be especially diligent to do 
everything we can to create jobs, to 
bring down the record unemploy-
ment among young people, and to 
help these young workers build new 
skills.”

An immediate measure that will 
help ease this problem would be to 
train and send thousands of unem-
ployed youth to the Gulf Coast to do a 
historic public service and gain some 
skills. These young people should 
be paid decent wages and have the 
right to unionise and have affi rma-
tive action and full OSHA protection. 
Who’s going to foot the bill? Frankly 
I say let BP pay until the job is done.

Jarvis Tyner
USA

Peaceful nature 
of flotilla
The Israeli government claims they 
boarded the Gaza Aid Flotilla ship 
because of concerns that weapons 
bound for Hamas were onboard. 
However, weapons have never been 
found in any land or sea Gaza aid 
convoy and the activists themselves 
have a commitment to non-violence 
like the 1,400 members of the Gaza 
freedom March which I joined in 
Cairo in December 2009.

Despite severe provocation and 
beatings by Egyptian police and 
security there wasn’t a single instance 
of activist violence. Why should our 

fl otilla comrades, including Auschwitz 
survivor Hedy Epstein, have behaved 
differently against Israeli commandos 
trained in lethal force?

Why can’t Israel, a technologi-
cally advanced power, open the land 
borders to Gaza and check all con-
signments of aid for weapons? It is 
clear the real reason for the blockade 
is the collective punishment of the 
people of Gaza. Those who expose 
this lie can expect nothing less than 
Israel’s fury.

Gareth W R Smith
Byron Bay

NSW

Raise the Party’s 
proud history
Like no other organisation, the 
CPA has a terrifi c recent history 
(up to maybe 1980) of leadership 
in winning conditions for the work-
ing class like we had never seen 
before or since, but I am not sure 
why you are not proudly pointing 
this out in an attempt to grow as 
an organisation. An example is 
the current ABCC powers which 
are in place to attack construction 
workers.

These are basically the same 
penal powers that were used by the 
government to attack workers’ ability 
to organise in the late 1960s but with 
a dedicated leadership the communist 
movement organised the workers to 
hit the capitalist dictatorship where 
it hurts and that is by going out on a 
mass strike.

The communist movement knew 
that this is the only way to get change 
and they succeeded even though the 
capitalists had the Liberals in power.

Unfortunately the new generation 
of trade union offi cials who began 
to run the union movement after the 
1970s have little experience of just 
how brutal capitalism can be and so 
seem to take a passive role in believ-
ing that getting rid of penal powers 
is, simply putting in a Labor Party.

Very little change happens in 
parliament; it historically happens out-
side parliament where the organised 
workers and world events pressure 
the capitalists for wins inside and 
outside of parliament. Since the late 
’70s everything has gone backwards 
for workers with unemployment at 
least unoffi cially at 15 percent and 
youth unemployment in some parts 
of the outer suburbs of Melbourne 
and Sydney at 30 - 40 percent and 
home ownership for workers is at an 
all time low.

The CPA needs to attend all the 
current actions against the penal 
powers and hand out a free leafl et to 
all present pointing out the brilliant 
history of how the communist move-
ment achieved wins for workers so 
that we can educate this generation 
of rank and fi le members that if they 
want real change they need to join 
the CPA. It is only then that we can 
slowly start to rebuild an organisation 
that is the only one with a proven 
history of getting results.

Howard Patterson,
Lara, Vic
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Rob Gowland

Britain’s canal system has largely been superseded by trucks nowadays for hauling freight.
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Charles Dickens wrote Little 
Dorrit (ABC1 Sundays 

from June 27 at 8.35 pm) in 1857, 
just a couple of years before A Tale 
Of Two Cities. His early novels had 
exposed to savage ridicule some of the 
glaring fl aws in 19th century British 
capitalism (particularly in the law and 
education), provoking some measure 
of reform in these institutions.

However, although he satirised 
the philanthropists who grew agitated 
about the plight of children in some 
far off part of the world but never 
noticed the inhumanity of the poverty 
that was around them every day in 
London, he was acutely conscious 
that the system and its basic fl aws 
remained intact.

Dickens was incensed in the 
1850s by the fact that the patriotic 
brouhaha over the Crimean War 
was distracting attention from the 
“poverty, hunger and ignorant 
desperation” of the social scene in 
England.

Conscious of this sad state of 
affairs in British politics, Dickens 
wrote of his work on Little Dorrit 
at this time: “I have been blowing 
off a little of indignant steam which 
would otherwise blow me up… but 
I have no present political faith or 
hope – not a grain.”

The promise which bourgeois 
democracy had held out to political 
reformers like Dickens in the 
period of capitalism’s ascending to 
power, had now turned to ashes, as 
wealth and privilege continued to 
rule undisturbed, prompting him to 
remark: “representative government 
is become altogether a failure with us 
… the whole thing has broken down 
… and has no hope in it.”

As the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
puts it in discussing his work in the 
1850s: “The novels of these years, 
Bleak House (1852-53), Hard Times 
(1854) and Little Dorrit (1855-
57) were much ‘darker’ than their 
predecessors.

“The satire is harsher, the humour 
less genial and abundant, the ‘happy 
endings’ more subdued than in the 
early fi ction. Technically, the later 
novels are more coherent, plots being 
more fully related to themes, and 
themes being often expressed through 
a more insistent use of imagery and 
symbols (grim symbols, too, such as 
the fog in Bleak House or the prison 
in Little Dorrit).

“… Moreover, Dickens is 
presenting characters of greater 
complexity, who provoke more 
complex responses in the reader 
(William Dorrit, for instance).”

This four-part series,  a 
co-production between the BBC and 
US public broadcaster WGBH Boston, 
has been adapted by Andrew Davies, 
who has made such series his career 
ever since his success with the deeply 
fl awed Pride And Prejudice.

That he has certainly mastered 
the knack of turning out adaptations 
of 19th century costume dramas is 
shown by the host of Emmy Awards 
(a total of seven) won in 2009 by 
Little Dorrit.

The injustice at the heart of 
Dickens’ novel is imprisonment for 
debt. When Arthur Clennam (played 
by Matthew Macfadyen) returns to 

England after some years abroad, he 
fi nds his none-too charitable mother 
has inexplicably taken in a young 
seamstress, Amy Dorrit (Claire Foy).

Amy’s father, William Dorrit 
(Tom Courtenay) is subsequently 
revealed as the longest-serving inmate 
in Marshalsea Prison for Debt.

Others in the cast include Alun 
Armstrong, Ruth Jones, Bill Paterson, 
Andy Serkis, James Fleet and Freema 
Agyeman.

The latest British sitcom to lob 
on to the ABC’s screens is 

Lunch Monkeys (ABC2 Mondays 
from June 28 at 9.00 pm). The adjec-
tive that comes most speedily to mind 
when viewing the series is “silly”.

That’s not to say it doesn’t raise a 
giggle every so often, because it does. 
The program is set among the offi ce 
staff of a fi rm of solicitors, where staff 
morale is pretty low.

As the offi ce manager reminds 
the senior partner, who is about to fi re 
the new girl on her fi rst day (after she 
took a two-hour lunch): “You can’t 
sack her – she’s better than nothing, 
and at the wages you’re prepared to 
pay, nothing is all we’re going to get.”

She then reminds him of the 
old adage: “If you pay peanuts, you 

get monkeys” (hence the title of the 
show).

David Isaac “wrote and created” 
the show, which relies on gormlessness, 
mistaken identity and coincidence for 
its humour. Original it is not.

Nigel Havers stars as the senior 
partner, while another solicitor who 
has got one of the offi ce girls pregnant 
is played by Steve John Shepherd.

People who go in for danger-
ous sports must expect to 

encounter life threatening situations, 
but few would be as extraordinary as 
that which befell German paraglider 
Ewa Wisnierska in an international 
competition in Western NSW near 
the town of Manilla.

Trying to catch the leading 
group who had fl own between two 
developing clouds, Ewa and two 
other flyers encountered a third 
fast-forming cloud that linked the 
other two together into one powerful 
thunderstorm.

An experienced Chinese fl yer 
was struck by lightning and killed; an 
Austrian fl yer manages to pop out the 
side of the cloud and make his way 
back to the ground; Ewa, however, is 
sucked up into the cloud, which takes 
her up until she passes out.

Her GPS tracklog later reveals 
that, thinly dressed and without 
oxygen, she soared to a kilometre 
higher than Mount Everest, while 
her glider iced over and fi lled with 
hail-stones. Unconscious, and with 
her body going into hibernation 
mode, Ewa’s glider collapsed under 
the weight of ice and dropped like 
stone for 3,000 metres, before luckily 
catching the wind and reinfl ating 
itself.

She comes to and has enough 
strength of mind left to pilot the 
glider down to the ground and a safe 
landing. Her only injuries are a little 
frostbite on the ears. Within a week 
she is back paragliding.

Miracle In The Storm (ABC1 
Thursday July 1 at 8.30 pm) is part 
documentary, part re-enactment. 
Although it is a little disconcerting 
to have actors playing the main 
participants who look noticeably 
different from the real people they 
are playing (who also appear in the 
fi lm), it’s a conceit one soon overlooks 
simply because the innate drama of 
the situation is so great.

This is the fi rst of a three-part 
series, which promises to be genuinely 
gripping. 
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Ewa (Inge Saldnik) – 
Miracle In The Storm 
(ABC1 Thursday July 

1 at 8.30 pm).

Five great books to get started – only $5 each

If you are looking for some reading material that explains in everyday, 

easily accessible English fundamental questions relating to workers 

then these books might be just what you are looking for. They 

are part of the Progress Publishers’ “ABC of social and political 

knowledge” series. The books explain the theory and provide a 

useful glossary of Marxist terminology at the back of each edition.

Postage & handling for ABC series: for one or two books is $5, 

for three or more books $10.

Special offer – buy all five for $25 and we will not charge for p&h.

74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010 Ph 02 9699 8844
Payment by Cheque, Money Order (Make out to “CPA”)
Credit Card (include type, name, number and expiry date)

Some of the many books available at 

Shop@CPA

June 25
IS EQUALITY STILL A PRIORITY?
Julian Disney, Director Social Justice Project UNSW;
Frank Stilwell, Prof, Political Economy, Uni of Sydney

July 2
PALESTINE – AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT COWARDICE
Jake Lynch, Dr, Director Centre Peace & Confl ict Studies; 
Rihab Charida, television journalist

July 9
GILLARDS'S MYSCHOOL
Angelo Gavrielatos, Dep Pres Aust Education Union, Sen VP NSW Teachers 
Federation; 
Jane Caro, social commentator, co-author A Stupid Country – How We 
Dismantle Public Education

July 16
HENRY TAX REVIEW WHO BENEFITS, WHO LOSES
Peter Davidson, Senior Policy advisor, ACOSS; 
Michael Janda, ABC Online Business Reporter

July 23
WILL THE CURRENT FLOODS SOLVE 
THE PROBLEMS OF THE MURRAY-DARLING BASIN?
Richard Kingsford, Prof, UNSW; 
Bruce Thom, Prof, Wentworth Group

July 30
AFGHAN WOMEN SPEAK OUT
Gary Cagaroff, fi lmmaker Garden at the End of the World;
Rosemary Morrow and Mahobar, aid workers and teachers to Afghan women 
and children

August 6
POPULATION GROWTH – PROMISE OR THREAT?
Mark O'Connor, author Overland Australia;
James Arvanitakis, UWS

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney

Every Friday 6pm ’til 7.45
Gaelic Club

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Pat Toms 02 9358 4834
patandbrucetoms@gmail.com

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

From the 

ABC of social and political knowledge series:

What is Surplus Value?

Classes and the Class Struggle?

What are Trade Unions?

What is the Working People’s Power?

What is the Party?
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ITUC Annual Survey
Pressure on workers’ rights grows as crisis hits jobs
The ITUC’s (International Trade 
Union Congress) Annual Survey 
of Trade Union Rights has 
documented a dramatic increase 
in the number of trade unionists 
murdered in 2009, with 101 kill-
ings – an increase of 30 percent 
over the previous year. The Survey 
also reveals growing pressure 
on fundamental workers’ rights 
around the world as the impact 
of the global economic crisis on 
employment deepened.

Of 101 murdered, 48 were killed 
in Colombia, 16 in Guatemala, 12 
in Honduras, six in Mexico, six in 
Bangladesh, four in Brazil, three in 
the Dominican Republic, three in the 
Philippines, one in India, one in Iraq 
and one in Nigeria. Twenty-two of 
the Colombian trade unionists who 
were killed were senior trade union 
leaders and fi ve were women, as the 
onslaught of previous years continued. 
The rise in violence in Guatemala 
and Honduras also followed a trend 
developing in recent years.

“Colombia was yet again the 
country where standing up for fun-
damental rights of workers is more 
likely than anywhere else to mean a 
death sentence, despite the Colombian 
government’s public relations cam-
paign to the contrary. The worsening 
situation in Guatemala, Honduras and 
several other countries is also cause 
for extreme concern,” said ITUC 
general secretary Guy Ryder.

This year’s report again records 
an extensive list of violations suf-
fered by trade unionists struggling to 
defend workers’ interests, this time in 
140 countries. Many other violations 
remain unreported, as working women 
and men are deprived of the means 
to have their voices heard, or fear to 
speak out due to the consequences 
to their jobs or even to their physi-
cal safety.

Along with the appalling list 
of killings, the Survey provides 
detailed documentation of harass-
ment, intimidation and other forms 
of anti-union persecution. A further 
ten attempted murders and 35 serious 
death threats were recorded, again 
mostly in Colombia and Guatemala. 
Furthermore, many trade unionists 
remained in prison and were joined 
by around hundred newly imprisoned 
in 2009. Many others were arrested 
in Iran, Honduras, Pakistan, South 
Korea, Turkey and Zimbabwe in par-
ticular. The general trade union rights’ 

situation has continued to deteriorate 
in a number of other countries, includ-
ing Egypt, the Russian Federation, 
South Korea and Turkey.

Anti-democratic forces continued 
to target union activity, aware that 
unions are often in the front line in 
the defence of democracy. This was 
evident in Honduras during the post-
coup violence and in Guinea during 
a protest demonstration against the 
ruling junta which turned into a ter-
rible massacre on September 28, 2009.

Numerous cases of strike-break-
ing and repression of striking workers 
were documented in each region. 
Thousands of workers demonstrat-
ing to claim wages, denounce harsh 
working conditions or the harmful 
effects of the global fi nancial and eco-
nomical crisis faced beatings, arrest 
and detention, including in Algeria, 
Argentina, Belarus, Burma, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Egypt, Honduras, India, Iran, 
Kenya, Nepal, Pakistan and Turkey. 
Dismissals of workers due to their 
trade union activities were reported 
in many countries. In Bangladesh, six 
garment workers on strike for a pay 
increase and settlement of outstanding 
wages died after a police intervention.

Union busting and pressure con-
tinued to be widely used by employ-
ers. In several countries, companies 
threatened workers with closure or 
transfer of production sites if they 
organised or joined a trade union. 
Often employers simply refused to 
negotiate with legitimate workers’ 
representatives while the authorities 
did nothing. Some labour codes were 
amended to permit more “fl exibility” 
and to unravel social welfare systems, 
which often impacted the existing 
industrial relations systems and thus 
curtailed trade union rights.

The undermining of internation-
ally-recognised labour standards 
saw more and more workers fac-
ing insecurity and vulnerability in 

employment, with some 50 percent 
of the global workforce now in pre-
carious jobs. This affected workers in 
export processing zones, especially in 
South East Asia and Central America, 
domestic workers, particularly in the 
Middle East and South East Asia, and 
migrants and agricultural workers.

Many of the worst affected sectors 
have high concentrations of women 
workers. Furthermore, the growth of 
informal employment and the devel-
opment of new “atypical” forms of 
employment were seen across both 
regions and industrial sectors. The 
diffi culties faced by these workers 
to organise or exercise their trade 
union rights are directly related to 
their highly vulnerable position in 
the labour market.

The Survey also highlights many 
cases where, while trade union rights 
are offi cially protected in legislation, 
restrictions on legal coverage and 
weak or non-existent enforcement 
added to the vulnerability of work-
ers already struggling in the depths 
of the crisis. Severe restrictions or 
outright prohibition of strikes also 
exist in a large number of countries. 
Furthermore, complex procedural 
requirements, imposition of com-
pulsory arbitration and the use of 

excessively broad definitions of 
“essential services” provisions often 
make the exercise of trade union 
rights impossible in practice, depriv-
ing workers of their legitimate rights 
to union representation and participa-
tion in industrial action.

The ITUC report notes that 2009 
was the 60th Anniversary of the 
ILO Convention 98 on the Right to 
Organise and Collective Bargaining, 
which has still not been ratifi ed by 
countries such as Canada, China, 
India, Iran, the Republic of Korea, 
Mexico, Thailand, the United States 
and Vietnam. Thus, approximately 
half of the world’s economically 
active population is not covered by 
the Convention.

“This year’s ITUC survey shows 
that the majority of the world’s 
workers still lack effective protec-
tion of their rights to organise trade 
unions and bargain collectively. This 
is a major factor in the long-term 
increase in economic inequality within 
and between countries. Inadequate 
incomes for much of the world’s 
workforce helped cause the global 
economic crisis, and is making it 
much harder to put the economy on 
a path of sustainable growth,” said 
Ryder. 

Colombian unionist Luciano Enrique Romero was murderd in 2005. 
He was the leader of the food industry union SINALTRAINAL, which is 
known for its legal actions against Coca Cola.

Sydney – Leichhardt Friends of Hebron Proudly presents

AL KHALIL HEBRON: A city under siege
An exhibit of photos and information about the situation of Palestinian refugees focusing on communities in and around Hebron

Leichhardt Town Hall Opening: 7pm Friday 25 June and all day Saturday, 26 June

Can you imagine… being forced from your home, with little notice, and never allowed to return? Palestinian refugees represent the longest-

running refugee situation in modern history and the question of Palestine remains one of the core issues of the international arena.

In Refugee Week 2010, this exhibition is the background to a series of activities designed to bring awareness of the issues into the public arena 

and to raise funds to support a preschool for Palestinian children. This is a revival of the exhibition scheduled for May 2008 but cancelled the 

morning of its scheduled opening after counter-terror agents from the NSW police visited Leichhardt Library.

More information: Miriam 0414 589 643 or email hebronleichhardt@gmail.com

“Colombia was yet again 
the country where standing up for 
fundamental rights of workers is 
more likely than anywhere else 

to mean a death sentence".


