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Wanted:

a real super-

Bob Briton

Workers support the concept of the resource
sector paying more out of its stupendous
profits to support the needs of the society
whose natural wealth is being exploited.
After all, it is the non-renewable resources
of the country that are being loaded aboard
huge ships and sent overseas along with the
bulk of the profits from the mining industry.
But the Rudd government’s “resource
rent tax” is not primarily about getting
transnationals to pay a more just portion
of the profits of this irreplaceable wealth
into the public coffers.

Much of the claim and counter-claim in the
duel of ad campaigns is not over whether or
not to “reform” the sector’s tax regime along
the proposed lines but part of the predicted
haggling as the mining corporations battle to get
the sweetest deal possible at the community’s
expense.

Projects are not on hold, jobs are not at risk
and super funds are not taking a hit as a result
of the proposed super profits. This is becoming
clearer as the days go by and the economic
bullyboys are forced to come clean. Gold Coast
mining magnate Clive Palmer admitted on
the ABC’s Four Corners program that he had
“exaggerated” when he claimed he had put on
hold a project set to employ 3,000 people and
generate about $2 billion in export earnings.

Anglo-Swiss mining corporation Xstrata
signed a contract with another company to
manage copper tailings at the Ernest Henry
mine the same day it said it was “suspending”
operations at the Queensland project. The
“resource super-profits tax” (RSPT) was given
as the reason. The company is still buying up
farmland in the area of its Wandoan mining
lease.

Calling their bluff

The Australian Securities and Investments
Commission (ASIC) has called the bluff of a
number of the corporations making the threats.
Commissioner Belinda Gibson pointed out that
they have not informed ASIC or shareholders
that projects have been suspended or cancelled
as required by law. It is investigating this matter.
Some may be in breach of the legislation.
Others will be exposed as having been a bit
too vigorous in joining in the debate around
the super-profits tax.

Some seemingly independent bodies, even
government agencies, have weighed into the
battle with their verdict. Infrastructure Australia
has warned that the super-profits tax (or at least
in its current form) will harm the country’s
economic prospects. It should be noted that
Infrastructure Australia’s chairman is Rod
Eddington who holds down many corporate
positions including as a director of mining
group, Rio Tinto.
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Sydney’s
Moore Park
development threat

The education

Other industry bodies are telling a
different story. The mining industry’s media
campaign claims workers’ retirement savings
will be stripped as superannuation funds
suffer reduced returns on investment. The
Association of Superannuation Funds of
Australia, which represents about 80 percent
of funds in the country, said last week that
the super profits tax might cause a dip of less
than one percent to members’ returns. “The
sky is not about to fall in,” chief executive
Pauline Vamos noted.

The Rudd government’s super profits
tax is part of a package, which includes the
much-discussed 40 percent impost and which
is generous to the mining industry. It did not
come “out of left field”; it is not a break with the
overall neo-liberal policy direction of the Rudd
government. It is part of the Henry Tax Review
which is a thoroughly researched piece of work,
a blueprint for future neo-liberal governments
(whether Labor or Coalition) to reduce company
taxes and personal income tax overall and shift
the emphasis to non-progressive indirect taxes.
Big business, including the mining industry, was
not only “consulted” in its formulation; it was
its source and inspiration.

A vital debate

While it is not designed to take big chunks
out of mining corporation profits, the RSPT
has opened up a very useful public debate in
Australia. Who owns the mineral resources of
the country? Who owns the land? How should
the exploitation of the resources be taxed? If the
current mining licence holders will not work
these resources, what should be done? The
mining industry has had its say. The government
agrees with them in principle but is arguing
the detail. It is time the workers of the country
had their say.

If we are concerned, as we should be,
that a brake has to be available to control the
extraction of non-renewable resources of the
country then royalties must play a greater
role, not a reduced one. They are levied on the
volume of the resources removed, not just on
whether this corporation or that one shows a
profit on their carefully crafted books. Rudd’s
RSPT is the first major step in removing
royalties altogether.

If corporations are not prepared to pay
taxes and royalties levied by governments
acting in the people’s interests, including a
genuine super-profits tax, then those companies
should make way for players that will. The
best option by far, the only way to ensure
the full value of our resource wealth will
flow to the community, would be to ignore
the smokescreen thrown up by the mining
corporations and nationalise the resource
sector. Sooner or later, that must become the
demand of the labour movement in Australia.
Let’s make it sooner. &
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Non-renewable resources are sent overseas along with the bulk of the profits from the
mining industry.

Sweeteners for the “super profits” tax —
yet mining corporations want more!

» The tax becomes a grant if projects aren’t profitable

$300,000 cash back for every dollar $1m spent on
exploration

 Infrastructure from a $22 billion federal fund

 Commonwealth pays state resource royalties for the
corporations

» Fast-tracked depreciation and other incentives stay

» Tax rate on company profits reduced from 30% to
28% over two years and a medium term target of
25%

Early life of
Wilfred Burchett
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Afghanistan — painful reminders
of a bad commitment

Last week two young Australian soldiers were killed in Afghanistan.
It was the first time since the Vietnam War that there had been multiple
Australian fatalities on the same day; a painful reminder if any were
needed that the US-led wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have not been
bloodless encounters fought out by technological means. They are
not remote or irrelevant and, for the families of the servicemen and
women involved, they are certainly not forgotten.

Australians never supported our military’s involvement in either
Irag or Afghanistan. In the later years of the war, public opinion was
not behind involvement in Vietnam but there we were, boots and all.
The decisions were made above the heads of the very people who were
expected to go and fight these battles for economic and geo-political
advantage for the United States. In the Vietnam years, conscripts were
sent to fight and die at the same time they were denied the vote.

Today the commitment of troops is smaller and they are career
soldiers. The number of Australian casualties is smaller. Perhaps that
explains why Iraq faded as a prominent issue in Australia and why
Afghanistan, the fate of its people and even the welfare of our military
personnel do not receive much media attention or give rise to much
protest. But there might be other reasons.

Last week it was announced that a US army intelligence analyst
who allegedly leaked video of a drone attack on Iraqi civilians had
been arrested. The images of the aircraft’s controllers gunning down
unarmed civilians from the US and the excited “game playing”
audio were uploaded to the whistle blowing Wikileaks website. The
clip appalled the many viewers who accessed it. It was extremely
embarrassing to the US military who are pushing the line that they
are relying more and more on Iraqgi authorities to ensure stability in
the country before exiting the scene.

If you go to the Wikileaks — www.wikileaks.org — you will find
a leaked CIA document about shoring up support for the war in
Afghanistan (Operation Enduring Freedom) entitled Afghanistan:
Sustaining West European Support for the NATO-led Mission — Why
Counting on Apathy Might Not Be Enough. The frankly titled report
notes that apathy about the issue enables leaders to ignore voters but
that there is growing opposition to NATO involvement in the war in
Afghanistan. What to do about it? How can apathy be transformed
into actual support?

That is not a simple question but the military industrial complex
and the US administration are also very adept in the battle of ideas.
Their response is not a “one size fits all” proposition. The authors of
the CIA report note that the loss of gains in rights for girls and women
in Afghanistan should the Taliban regain power is the most powerful
trigger in France. In Germany they note the prospect of increased
terrorist activity, the waste of life and money withdrawal would
signify, and concern about increased refugee numbers.

The report does not go into the specifics of how an information
and misinformation campaign would be mounted - that is the work
of other departments — but the international community has had vast
experience of how this is done. “Experts” make statements taken up by
the media. Documentaries are produced. Books, news and magazine
articles bloom in hardcopy and digital form.

Australians should be aware of efforts to manipulate their
opinions on issues of life and death like the US’s war in Afghanistan.
At the time of writing coalition forces have suffered 1,725 deaths in
Afghanistan including 10 Australians. There is no end in site to the US’
or Australia’s commitment. The security situation is apparently not
improving and the government of President Hamid Karzai appears to
be getting intermittent support for his role from the governments of
the occupying countries. It is likely the Taliban — which has its origins
in US meddling of a different era — will reassert itself in the country
but it is clear that foreign occupation is making that outcome even
more inevitable.

Australians should be concerned that peace is restored to war-
ravaged Afghanistan, that the precarious and minimal rights of
women are safeguarded and that the shattered country is rebuilt.
None of these objectives will be achieved through participation in
the US-led war. Peaceful means must be found to the ends desired
by the community. The current apathy over the plight of Afghanistan
is unacceptable. Voices must be raised. Australian troops must be
withdrawn from Afghanistan.
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ALP rank-and-file members are becoming dismissive of the federal
government. Regarding PM Kevin Rudd, under whose leadership
the government has lurched ever further to the right, the current
catchcries are: “The gloss is off the boss™, and “You don’t need
Mogadon with this guy”. The government is currently negotiating
with mining corporations and will probably weaken the proposed
super-profit tax even further, or abandon it altogether. They should
be counting the electoral cost of reversing potentially good policies
— but they don’t seem interested. Speaking of counting the costs, the
Press Fund is creaking slowly towards the year’s halfway mark, and
needs a really good boost by way of your contribution for the next
edition, please. Our sincere thanks go to this week’s contributors, as
follows:

James Kiek $30, S Hale $100, “Round Figure” $10,
Mark Window $20

This week’s total: $160 Progressive total: $2,530

Successful visit to Perth by
Cuban Foreign Affairs Minister

On his first visit to Western
Australia on Monday June
7, the Cuban Foreign Affairs
Minister Bruno Rodriguez-Parrilla
addressed almost 100 people at
a public meeting organised by
the Australia-Cuba Friendship
Society, ACFS Perth Branch. The
meeting was held at the University
of Western Australia Social
Sciences Lecture Theatre. The
Foreign Minister was accompanied
by the Cuban Ambassador to
Australia, His Excellency Abelardo
Curbelo-Padron.

The evening was opened with
a moving Welcome to Country by
Aboriginal leader Kim Collard.
Krishna Sen, Dean of the Faculty
of Arts and Social Sciences, then
welcomed the Minister on behalf
of the University before handing

over to the MC, ACFS Perth
Branch Secretary Elizabeth Hulm
who talked about the history of
the society in Perth and its cur-
rent work and campaigns. She
took the opportunity on behalf

of the Society in Perth to express
to the Cuban Minister and the
Ambassador to Australia the sup-
port and solidarity of the Society
with the heroic Cuban people
and their commitment to promote
awareness of the Cuban Revolution
and to strengthen the friendship
between the peoples of Australia
and Cuba.

His Excellency Bruno
Rodriguez Parrilla greeted the
Society and spoke of the strength-
ening relationship between Cuba
and Australia and of the disap-
pointing lack of change in relations

with the US under the Obama
administration.

Branch President Vinnie Molina
presented the Minister with a
painting by local Aboriginal art-
ist, Robin Kickett that depicts the
ancient Campsites and waterways
of the area. He also spoke about
the campaigns undertaken by the
society to demand the lifting of
the US blockade on Cuba and for
the freedom of the Cuban Five. A
short documentary of the Society at
work produced by society member
Helmut Dobelstein as a gift to the
Minister was previewed.

The Minister then took the
opportunity to mingle with mem-
bers of the Society and supporters
at the function in an informal way
before joining the members for a
group photo. &
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A voice for the working class

There are relatively few independent sources of news and analysis, let alone voices that unswervingly
support the working class. The mass media is owned and controlled by big business interests and serves
those interests. The Labor and Liberal Parties have huge resources at their disposal, millions of dollars in
political donations from corrupt developers, mining, oil, tobacco and other big business interests.

The Communist Party of Australia and its newspaper The Guardian unashamedly take the side of the
working people and their mass organisations, the trade unions, in the class struggle. It is vital that our

The CPA relies heavily on its printer in its day-to-day work, in producing party documents, leaflets,
booklets, the Australian Marxist Review and other materials. The Guardian also needs a reliable printer
in its production for research, editing and proofing. We also assist outside organisations with printing. Our
printer has served as a reliable workhorse for a considerable number of years but has now reached the
stage where it cheaper to buy a new device than try to maintain the current one.

We are launching a special Appeal for $18,000 to purchase a printer that will enable the CPA and The
Guardian to carry on with its important work. We do not have big business sponsors, we rely on ordinary
working people, on pensioners, students, the unemployed and their organisations whose side we are on.

Any contributes of $1,000 or more will be offered a free 12-month subscription to The Guardian. All
contributions will be acknowledged unless otherwise requested. We urge you to dig deep. This is your
Party, your paper. Please give us your support.
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Government eyes Sydney’s
Moore Park for development

Peter Mac

They just can’t resist. Having
recently announced their inten-
tion to permit development in the
State’s National Parks, the NSW
government now wants to slice off
a huge chunk of Sydney’s Moore
Park for the same purpose.

Moore Park lies about two kilo-
metres south-east of Sydney’s central
business district, and is about five
square kilometres (500 hectares)
in area. It was part of Governor
Macquarie’s second Sydney Common,
and was once the home of the city’s
z00. Only a third of the original
Common area still survives as public
open land. It’s now a green oasis with
mature trees, a most welcome relief
from the city’s hectic pace, noise and
pollution.

To the west of the park is Surry
Hills and South Dowling Street,
a major artery. The park is criss-
crossed by a number of very busy
thoroughfares. Two high schools and
public tennis courts are located in the
centre of the Park, and a golf course
in the southern section. The south-
east corner of Moore Park touches
the western fringe of its neighbour,
the grand Centennial Park.

However, on the eastern side of
Moore Park is a very large grassy
area that serves as a casual carparking
space for the Fox studios complex
(formerly the RAS Showground),
the Sydney Cricket Ground and the
Sydney Football Stadium, all of
which lie across Driver Avenue, east
of the Park.

And there’s the rub. The legisla-
tion that established the Parks Trust
(the Moore Park and Centennial Park
Trust), protects both of the parks, and
a special act of Parliament would be
required to use either of them for any
purpose other than as a public park.

However, the State government
has now confirmed that it wants to
transfer part of Moore Park to the
Sydney Cricket Ground Trust, which
controls both the Sydney Cricket
Ground (SCG) and the Sydney
Football Stadium (SFS). This would
remove the transferred area from the
control of the Parks Trust, and from
the protection it enjoys by virtue of
the current legislation. The transferred
area would, in effect, be open for
development.

Public parks under
attack

According to a recent letter of
protest to the state Premier, the trans-
ferred land would comprise almost
one third of the Park’s total area,
and its intended use is for permanent
carparking to serve the cricket and
football grounds.

The letter, signed by former State
Premier Neville Wran, his wife Jill
Wran, former ABC chairman David
Hill, former chairman of the Parks
Trust, John Niland, and many former
senior ALP figures, rejects assurances
from the current Premier Kristine
Keneally that there would be no loss
of open space. It states:

“It would appear that at least 30
percent of the current park is involved.
... (The plan) is consistent with the
long-held desire of the SCG (Sydney
Cricket Ground Trust) to manage part
of the parklands to advance its own
interests. (It would be used primarily
for) SCG/SFS members.

“The Chairman of the SCG is
reported as saying that they want the
parklands to increase the available car
parking for sporting and other events,
which suggests that an immediate
consequence could be the building
of permanent car parking spaces over
what is currently green open space.”

In fact, the SCG authorities may
not limit their ambitions to building a
car park. If the 30 percent of the Park
(one and a half square kilometres)
transferred to them was open space,
they could possibly build a massive
car park, plus a brand new football
venue equivalent in size to the exist-
ing stadium.

Twilight of the Gods,
ALP style

The NSW Labor government
has established a tradition of mak-
ing its more odious business deals in
secret, then releasing as little accurate
information as possible, combined
with a maximum of spin. A former
Labor government tried unsuccess-
fully to transfer land from Moore
Park in 1998. This time the public
knew little about the government’s
intentions until publication of the
letter of protest.

The Parks Trust has lodged a
Freedom of Information request

to find out how much of the Park
the government wants to transfer.
According to one report it includes
the very profitable golf course and
tennis courts, which currently fund
the activities of the Parks Trust.
John Walker, the Trust’s chairman,
recently declared: “It is a scandal
that a vested interest group appears
privy to the contents of a proposal
to Cabinet to assign public lands to
itself, when neither the custodians of
the land nor the public have access to
the proposal”.

The government’s chances of
retaining power after the next State
elections are virtually nil. Premier

Keneally has squandered any chance
for a revival of the government’s for-
tunes with a sequence of outrageous
initiatives, the latest of which is the
Moore Park proposal. It appears that
the government is now throwing cau-
tion to the wind and is trying to get
as much of its program as possible
through parliament as a pre-election
fait accompli.

Cricket and football are really
big business, as demonstrated by
the current over-the-top commercial
hard sell of the soccer world cup
match in South Africa, and the state
government is manifestly keen to
serve the interests of the sporting

industry. However, it is now bla-
tantly obvious that the Moore Park
proposal is against the public inter-
est, and that it would set a precedent
for similar government initiatives
in Centennial Park — or any other
parks in NSW.

But there is some hope of fore-
stalling the proposal. Even the recal-
citrant NSW Labor government may
feel obliged to defer to the ALP’s
own senior leading lights, whose
signatures on the letter of protest
demonstrate their revulsion at the
stench of corruption wafting from the
government’s offices in Macquarie
Street. @&

Solidarity call

Condemn the brutal murder
of Edward Panganiban!

Justice to all victims of trade union repression and extra-judicial killings in the Philippines!

At around 5:20pm on June 2, 2010
in Barangay Caingin, Santa Rosa,
Laguna, Edward Panganiban
was travelling on the way to
work aboard his motorcycle on a
narrow road in their village. Two
unidentified motorcycle-riding men
in helmets tailed him and suddenly
fired shots at him point-blank.

Pete’s Corner

Panganiban died instantly, sustain-
ing 12 gunshot wounds.

The family breadwinner,
Panganiban, 27 years old, has been
employed as a maintenance worker
since 2004 in the Japanese-owned
Takata Philippines Corporation in
Laguna Technopark Incoporated,
Bifian, Laguna. Family and com-
munity members described Edward
as a home body who spent most of
his time at work and at home. They
also attested that Panganiban had
no known enemies.

Panganiban’s death is clearly
another case of extra-judicial
killing.

This brings the number of
victims from the labour move-
ment in Southern Tagalog region
to nine, and it is the 96th for the
whole country (according to the
documents of the Centre for Trade
Union and Human Rights.

The Arroyo government

declared militant unions, such as
Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU), as
targets for neutralisation in its
counter-insurgency campaign.
Nevertheless, being an officer of an
independent union and a low profile
leader, Panganiban’s death is an
outright statement that state forces
do not spare independent unions
from being targets of extra-judicial
killings.
We seek your solidarity in this
moment of injustice.
SUGGESTED ACTIONS

 Send appeal letters to Philippine
authorities. Please also send cc
copies to ncpwr.st@gmail.com
and granahe.st@gmail.com
Send solidarity messages to the
union SALAMAT-Independent
thru ncpwr.st@gmail.com
« In your capacity, hold protest

and condemnation pickets in

front of Philippine and Japanese

embassies. &

Perth

Perth Tango Club,

5th Latin American Film Festival in Australia
All films screened 7pm Friday evenings until August 6
Next film screening June 25: La Matinée (Uruguay)

Lesser Hall 82 Cambridge Street West Leederville Perth WA 6007
08 9271 0555  www.perthtangoclub.com
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Anna Pha

Around Australia thousands
of women and men rallied and
marched in regional centres and
capital cities last Thursday (June
10) in support of the Australian
Services Union’s (ASU) pay equity
test case for community sector
workers. The ASU is leading a
test case with Fair Work Australia
under the new equal remuneration
provisions of the Fair Work Act.
The theme of the day was: “No
more lip service to equal pay.”

On average Australian women
working full-time are still paid 18
percent less than men, and community
workers are even more disadvantaged
when their wages are compared with
those of men doing work of compa-
rable skill and responsibility.

“The pay gap could be as high as
35 percent in the community sector,”
Sally McManus, NSW secretary of
the ASU told the 2,000 or so people
inside Sydney’s Town Hall. Eighty
percent of workers in the community
sector are female and their wages are
low by community standards, reflect-
ing a history of undervaluing and
underpaying what has traditionally
been seen as “women’s work”. This is
totally unacceptable; they carry huge
responsibilities, often undertake years
of training and study, and undertake
important and highly skilled work.

Ms McManus gave a number
of examples of the pay inequities.
Workers caring for the elderly in their
homes or supporting families in crisis
are paid less than those packing super-
market shelves or collecting garbage.
“It is unacceptable that the pay gap is
getting bigger and not smaller.”

Ms McManus said the union, with
the support of other unions, was fight-
ing for pay rises of about 25 percent
for community sector workers. This
would mean an average $100 a week
pay increase for the 200,000 people

who work in women’s refuges and
help migrants, the homeless and those
with drug and alcohol addictions.

Government support
crucial

Government support is crucial as
the community sector is largely reli-
ant on its funding to pay employees’
wages and provide essential services
to the community.

As the ASU points out, “Winning
the case will prove that these work-
ers are undervalued — but, the case
outcome alone will not correct the
injustice. Workers need the govern-
ment to fund the outcome of the case
to make equal pay a reality.

“We need the state and federal
government to commit to funding.
We do not want lip service anymore,”
Ms McManus said. If the government
does not fund the outcome of the case,
equal pay will not be a reality. There
is a real danger that jobs and services
will be cut to fund wage rises.

Long struggle for
equal pay

The Sydney rally was chaired
by ASU president Narelle Clay and
the Welcome to Country given by
Bronwyn Penrith, chairperson from
Mudgin-Gal (an Aboriginal women’s
organisation) and Darlington Public
School Choir.

Following a parade of union
banners of more than 20 trade unions
present, a short history of the struggle
for equal pay and pay equity was pre-
sented using large stage screens. The
history featured landmark decisions in
the determination of women’s pay and
the struggles for equal pay — at first
for women doing the same work as
men and then for work of equal value,
commonly referred to as pay equity.

The history commenced with the
Harvester Case, when the Arbitration

Fight against
privatisation of
health system

Mark Hayward

On June 9 a public meeting was
held in Perth’s southern suburbs
to raise with the public the issue of
privatisation of essential services
at the currently under construction
Fiona Stanley Hospital. This new
hospital is set to replace several
metro hospitals and become the
major tertiary hospital in the state.

The state government has decided
to privatise thousands of public sector
jobs in the public healthcare system.
These include orderlies, cleaners,
gardeners, sterilisation technicians,
occupational therapists, physios and
their assistants, ward clerks, patient
care assistants enrolled nurses, nursing
assistants, store workers; effectively
everyone except registered nurses
and doctors.

About 120 people attended the
meeting, many hospital workers
amongst them, to raise concern about
the loss of accountability, low morale
and the alienation of these close knit
workers from their work place and
patients when profit becomes the main
aim of the private contractors that
wish to make money from people’s
illness. The meeting was called by the
Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous
Workers” Union and the Health
Services Union, the leading unions

that represent the above mentioned
workers.

Several ALP politicians spoke and
gave not very convincing promises
of support but as a party that sup-
ports capitalism it is easy to imagine
compromises and the slow destruc-
tion of all things public will be set to
continue. This makes these types of
meetings vital if the people are to hold
politicians to account. A Your Rights
At Work style campaign is essential
S0 as to involve the community.

Several” ‘Save Our Hospitals™
committees are to be set up and the
privatisation issue is set to escalate
and be put firmly on the public agen-
da. Privatisation has always had a bad
name in WA and no government has
come to power on an overt platform
of privatisation. Many of us hospital
workers remember the last round of
privatisation and the poor standards
in the areas that it happened (catering,
off ward cleaning, some security).

The meeting ended with a unani-
mous agreement that privatisation is
bad for public hospital workers and
its users. It is a further step down the
road to a US style system of treating
healthcare as a commodity. Whilst
potential contractors have not been
named we suspect that it will be the
likes of such multi nationals as Chubb,
Sodexho, Tempo and Spotless. &

Equal Pay - Dy of Actlo

No moreli

to equal pay

Protestors march on Employers First office.

Commission awarded women 54 per-
cent of the wage of men. Men were
seen as bread winners with stay-at-
home wives and children. By 1985
the average wage rate for women
was 85 percent of that of men; it has
since slipped backwards closer to 80
percent.

Some of the women who had
played a role in the struggle for
equal pay came to the stage as their
particular roles in the struggle were
outlined. The “Pay Up Stars”, as they
were called, were warmly welcomed
as heroes and role models for todays
struggle. Merle Highet in the 1930s,
Margaret Jones from the 1940s,
Nancy Essex, Audrey McDonald and
the work of the Union of Australian
Women, through to more contempo-
rary activists Meredith Burgmann,
Cathie Bloch, Jennie George, Fran
Teirney and a much younger genera-
tion of Equal Pay Ambassadors Anita,
Tara, Karen, Nadia and Maree.

The large charities and other
employers from the big end of town
are strongly opposing the pay case.
Employers First is leading the attack
on community workers and equal pay.
The name, Employers First (implying
worker’s last), became too much of
an embarrassment so in 2008 they
changed it to the Australian Federation
of Employers and Industries (AFEI).
Employers First has a war chest of
$1.5 million dedicated to opposing
pay equity for community workers.
The rally concluded with a march on
the Employers First office.

“This is our time. Equal Pay is
our fight. Let’s fight like our sisters
and brothers before us to win equal
pay,” Ms McManus concluded. Kiss
and send a campaign postcard to the
Workplace Relations Minister Julia
Gillard.

To join the campaign and
Send a Kiss to Julia Gillard,
visit the Pay Up website
(www.payup.org.au) &

Photos by Anna Pha

Skilled community workers are pald Iess than those packing supermarket

shelves.

“Pay Up Stars” Sydney Town Hall.

court hearing next week.

As The Guardian goes to press thousands of people are

taking part in demonstrations around Australia in support of
construction worker Ark Tribe who faces up to six months in jail
if found guilty of charges brought by the Australian Building and
Construction Commission in the Adelaide Magistrates Court.
See last week’s Guardian for details of the charges (refusing to
attend an interrogation session and dob in his work mates) and
the dirty work of the ABCC. Full coverage of the actions and

Horsham workers lose patience

Workers at CMI Industries in
Horsham last week took part
in a four-hour stoppage after
failed negotiations towards a
new Enterprise Agreement, and
lingering questions over payment
of superannuation.

The stoppage came after a Fair
Work Australia ballot for protected
industrial action was declared.

Australian Workers” Union
(AWU) Victorian secretary Cesar
Melhem said workers at CMI had
taken action after years of tolerating
poor outcomes and treatment by the
company.

“These are workers who have
put up with a lot over a long time.
They have given the company the
benefit of the doubt on every occa-
sion and as a result missed out on
the increases they deserved,” Mr
Melhem said.

“It is time to get a fair outcome
at CMI and for the issues to be
addressed in the same way as they
would be for workers in other parts
of the state. It is difficult not to
reach the conclusion that they have
been taken advantage of because of
their good nature,” he said.

AWU organiser Ronnie Hayden

said the workers had exercised
extreme patience in their quest for
a new EBA, after their last one
expired about two years ago.

“This is a group of people who
are simply looking for answers to
questions that should have been
resolved a long time ago,” Mr
Hayden said.

Industrial action was planned
for January this year, but was can-
celled as a sign of good faith.

“CMI should recognise that
good faith and settle these matters
as soon as possible,” Mr Hayden
said. &
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The Education Agenda
Why our teacher’s are prepared to keep fighting (Part 1

The author is a south-west Sydney teacher who teaches
in a large 98 percent Non-English Speaking Background

primary school.

Everyone seems to agree that
League Tables are abhorrent.
Julia Gillard, federal Minister for
Education has said that she oppos-
es them. Michael Coutts-Trotter,
Director General of Education in
NSW has said he opposes them.
Yet no-one has acted to stop them
except the teachers and their
trade unions, spearheaded by the
Australian Education Union. Why
did such a seemingly unanimously
held viewpoint bring the federal
government and teachers’ unions to
the brink of a very nasty conflict?

The compromise reached in May
allowing NAPLAN™ tests to go ahead
is only a temporary stand-off. The
issue can only be fully resolved by
changes to the My School website to
prevent the misuse of NAPLAN data.

Many parents and grandparents
were justifiably concerned about the
recent dispute between the federal
government and Australia’s teachers.
The issues were not always clear
because they were often deliberately
misrepresented by the government
and the media, both of whom had an
economic interest in “naming and
shaming” schools.

The action teachers took was
designed to protect their students
and their school communities from
the League Tables based on their
professional understanding of the
dangers these presented. Many felt
strongly enough to risk their jobs and
careers over the issue. Teachers and
their unions were well aware of the
dangers of the USA and UK model
Ms Gillard was trying to emulate in
Australia.

The British and American
experiences have already proven that
over-emphasising the significance
of snapshot, diagnostic tests led to
the narrowing of curriculum and the
sacrificing of quality teaching time in
order to coach children for a one-off
test. The use of SATS data (SATS
is similar to our NAPLAN tests), to
compare schools and create League
Tables has devastated schools and
communities in the UK.

These schools and communities
were already socially and
economically disadvantaged and
predictably performed relatively
poorly when simplistically compared
and ranked with other schools. In
Australia children from low socio-
economic, Indigenous and non-
English speaking backgrounds are
already at the bottom of the heap.
League Tables just tell them again
that they are “failures’. They can’t and
don’t change schools to help address
the education needs of our children.

The big picture

The big picture, in which the
League Tables issue is a significant
part, is the direction the Rudd
government is taking the Australian
education system. They are part and
parcel of the government’s agenda
for the Australian education system.
This agenda involves dividing and
conquering schools and teachers as a
means of reducing spending on public
education even further. The second
part of this agenda can be seen in
the increasing subsidies to the private
education sector at the expense of
public education.

The failing UK
and USA models

In the UK and the USA schools
have been, over time, pressured to
“teach to the test” i.e. coach children
in how to improve their results in a
NAPLAN, or similar, diagnostic test.
This type of teaching is not driven
by educational goals but by the need
to superficially impress the wider
community or as a means of accessing
extra government funding (i.e. extra
funding is given only if schools show
“growth” in snapshot tests). Slowly
but surely UK teachers have been
forced to neglect creative arts, sport
and personal development and other
areas of the curriculum in order to
focus on getting children to “perform’
on a one off snapshot test.

The SATS tests in the UK and
NAPLAN tests in Australia were
introduced for professional diagnostic
purposes. Diagnostic tests are meant
to provide schools and their teachers
with a diagnostic tool which helps
individual schools analyse their
strengths and weaknesses and
program to address these in the next
period. They were never designed
for assessing and comparing the
performance of schools.

What has this achieved for
education in the UK and USA?
Simply put, nothing. Britain and
the USA are amongst the lowest
performers in the OECD countries in
education outcomes for their children.
They perform particularly badly when
compared to countries like Finland
who have not chosen to narrow their
curriculum and measure educational
growth by one off diagnostic testing.

Are schools
really alike?

Simplistic comparisons of schools
only reflect social and economic
inequity in our society, they cannot

provide any useful information about
the quality of teaching and learning
that is going on in our schools. Ms
Gillard claims the My School website
makes allowances for socio-economic
and other differences by using ICSEA
to identify “like” schools. ICSEA is
a crude way of comparing schools
according to their socioeconomic and
other demographical features.

In fact no school is like another
and the ‘like” school comparison is
a misleading one for a number of
reasons. Some schools, for example,
have Opportunity Classes for bright
kids while others have Special
Education Units for children who
struggle with learning. So-called “like”
schools can be large, rich and urban
while in the same ICSEA category are
small, rural public schools. Even in the
same socio-economic/demographic
area some schools attract children from
a particular sub-group while others
attract another sub-group. Parents
cannot know these differences by
looking at League Tables.

Since the launch of the My
School website Ms Gillard has openly
encouraged parents to confront their
child’s teachers and make them
answerable for poor results!

This teacher bashing approach to
teaching and learning reflects a level
of ignorance associated with the worst
of the tabloid press. Parents need to
know what resources and funding
schools are receiving to compare
schools and this data has still not been
put on the My School website despite
Ms Gillard’s promises that she would
make it available on the website.

The Australian Education Union
has made a concrete proposal for
how NAPLAN data can be put on
the website so that simplistic League
Tables are discouraged. This proposal
is before the newly formed Working
Committee. The Working Committee
was hastily formed by Ms Gillard
in May to involve teachers for the
first time in consultations about My
School.

If the Working Committee does
not resolve the League Table issue
teachers may be forced to take
further action and will need parent
and community support to protect
our children, our schools and our
communities from being unfairly
labelled.

*NAPLAN replaced the Basic
Skills Tests several years ago

as a diagnostic test to equip
teachers and schools with
detailed information about their
students’ learning in Years 3,5,7
and 9. NAPLAN data is used

to inform planning by schools
and teachers. The results of
NAPLAN tests are also provided
to parents. Next week:

The bigger picture. &
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7pm Saturday June 26
Royal Park Doghouse Club, 66 Wattle Ave, Royal Park

Guest speaker - Dr Con Costa, National Vice President
Doctors Reform Society

Who should we trust with the health sytem?
What's driving Rudd’s health reform agenda?

And why is it a secret?

Q‘E Organised by the Communist Party of Australia SA
- tickets & further info 0418 894 366

Tickets - $20

Sydney

Honduras
international
day of action

June 28 is the first anniversary of coup

Join trade union leaders, the Cuban
Consul-General, the Venezuelan
Ambassador, an exiled Honduran,
community groups and artists.

11am Sunday June 27
Latin American Plaza

Chalmers St Sydney
(near Central Railway Station)

For five years the historic Moree sporting oval, a public
recreation space, the subjecy of a bitter dispute among the
10,000 residents of the town. Taylor Oval, established in 1892,
saw a number of sporting stars including Donald Bradman. The
place is also important from the point of view of Indigenous
history. Back in 1903 two bodies wrapped in possum skins and
bark were found buried there and according to Lyall Munro,
a Gomeroi elder, another 39 Aborigines might be buried there.
The NSW Lands Minister, Tony Kelly, recently rejected the
NSW Aboriginal Land Council claim over the land on the
basis that it was used by the town for recreation. A week later
the same minister said he would approve the sale of part of
the oval to Woolworths for $2.25 million so that it could build
a Big W discount store there. As they say — no comment.

Nauru certainly has a friend in Tony Abbott and the Coalition.
It warmly welcomed their revived plan to re-introduce the
Pacific Solution. You can understand it from their point of
view — while not saying how much the Howard government
had paid them for keeping asylum seekers there, it must
have been lucrative enough to want to get some more of
the same. The tiny nation has 90 percent unemployment.
Known in the past for its phosphate industry, it is now broke.
The Howard Pacific Solution saw 1,637 people, including
450 children left to rot on Nauru and Manus Island for years.
The majority of people detained there were recognised as
refugees and resettled in Australia. It was not a very clever
political solution then and it certainly should not be repeated.

The Friends of the ABC and the distributors of the film Hope
in a Slingshot are not amused (see story page 7). The film,
sympathetic to the Palestinian cause, was refused screening
on ABC until a program which takes an opposing view is
screened. The film makes a strong pro-peace statement
by interviewing human rights activists, both Israeli and
Palestinian. A Friends of the ABC spokesperson said the
decision not to screen the film took the commitment to bias
avoidance to an absurd extreme. “If the ABC’s bowing to that
sort of pressure that's not a good thing for an independent
broadcaster”. One would have thought that watching the
news lately would have provided all the necessary ‘balance’.

Go Greens! According to the latest Newspoll survey
conducted for The Australian, both the Coalition and the
ALP are losing support. With dissatisfied voters turning to
the Greens and “others” — independents and small parties —
one in four voters has turned away from the major parties.
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The Making of a Rebel Journalist
The Early Life of Wilfred

Bob Treasure

“... [He is] the greatest journalist Australia
has ever produced, and one of the best
foreign correspondents the world has ever
seen.” So writes Nick Shimmin in the preface
to Wilfred Burchett’s autobiography, Rebel
Journalist. A big call, and one that inspires
widespread controversy. Burchett has been
accused of everything from Stalinist stooge,
traitor and KGB agent to being, as Bertrand
Russell put it “a contemporary historian ...
a meticulous journalist.”

Whatever the epithet, Wilfred Burchett’s
contribution to our understanding of the 20th
century is undeniable.

He was the first westerner to see and nar-
rate the devastation of Hiroshima; he wrote
the untold story of the division of Germany;
he exposed the use of chemical weapons in
Korea; he became an Australian actually living
in communist Eastern Europe; he lived the life
of the guerrilla with the Viet Cong, like a fish in
a peasant sea, and, repeatedly, he was spurned
by his native land, Australia.

So why do so few people know of Wilfred
Burchett? Why are his invaluable sources so
rarely available in our schools? Why no glorious
paeans as there are for CEW Bean, who is said
to have helped frame the “Australian character”
through his creation of the ANZAC legend?

The answer is that Burchett was a rebel
journalist, a “communist”, in fact, who lived the
role and risked his neck to provide an alterna-
tive view: one that promoted the struggle of
underdogs, one that had no great sympathy for
war nor for the conventions of journalism. He
never worked in a newspaper office, and went by
the premise that you never really know what’s
going on till you see it in person.

Yet Wilfred Burchett’s early life experience
was what one might call “typically Australian”,
maybe even iconically “pioneering”, and it is
instructive to understand the events and experi-
ences that led him to the life of émigré interna-
tionalist and establishment outcast.

Family Background

There was nothing in Burchett’s ancestry
to suggest radical politics, just a powerful
Methodist sense of justice and a profound
work ethic. In 1876 Burchett’s immigrant
English grandfather, Caleb, selected 320 acres
of thick bushland in South East Gippsland, near
Pooyong, of which he chose to clear 80.

Caleb endured all the struggle of a typical
pioneer: each acre of land contained 25-30
giant blue gums, which had to be ring-barked,
burned, grubbed, cleared, heaped, burned again,
potashed and ploughed as some form of prepara-
tion for crops and livestock. All by hand, with
axe and fire.

At first the plants and animals flourished
from the rich soil and lush grassland created,
but the very success of the white settlers proved
their undoing. Native wallabies devoured
the sweet English grass, imported grubs and
caterpillars retarded seed growth, a plague of
Scotch Thistle covered the landscape. When
Caleb bought sheep, dingoes ate every one on
the first night, and then turned their attention to
the young calves, pigs and poultry.

Even this did not drive the determined
“Free Selectors” from their mud-floored log
and bark cabins. But the onset of rabbits and
ever more abundant bracken-fern did. Settlers
were obliged to buy fine-mesh fencing to stop
the rabbits and barbed wire to keep the walla-
bies and dingoes out, all on high interest bank
loans. When the price of their produce slumped
in Melbourne, as it frequently did, many could

not repay their debts and walked off the land,
leaving it to the banks.

At last Caleb leased out his property and
returned to Brunswick in Melbourne to resume
his life as a stonemason, taking Wilfred’s father
George, just a boy at the time, with him. A half
a century later George was back, with his own
family, to strike a blow at another 30 acres
near Pooyong. The same struggle with nature
ensued and the same pattern emerged. After
initial clearance success and the purchase of
a dairy herd, a great fire consumed the district
and cooked the cows.

Gradually the cattle were replaced, but not
Wilfred’s Uncle Clement, also working in the
area, who died of pneumonia for the simple
lack of medical help nearby.

Another slump in the Melbourne markets
meant that a whole potato crop was made worth-
less, but the final straw for Wilfred’s father
was the affliction of his herd with “Black-leg
fever”. In Wilfred’s words, “...of a thriving herd
of pedigree jerseys, we saved only the skins.”

Ballarat

A subsequent move to the regional centre
of Ballarat provided an impetus to Wilfred’s
education. He could read freely and his school-
ing proceeded undisturbed, but there was more.

Father George learned carpentry and studied
architecture at night. By the mid 1920s he was
soon able to build his own, and other peoples’
dwellings in Ballarat and accumulate the funds
to create a special project: a reinforced concrete
home built (with full family involvement) via
wooden moulds, according to Wilfred, the first
of its kind in Australia.

Shortly after the Burchetts moved in to their
remarkable residence, Wilfred’s older sister Amy
was stricken with a rare form of bone cancer
called sarcoma and had to be hospitalised. Her
fretting parents did everything to help Amy,
engaging the best specialists, hospitals and
treatments in Melbourne, including the newly
developed Radium Therapy — all of which, in an
age of non-socialised medicine, was incredibly
expensive. Nevertheless, Amy died at the age of
18 and the family was deeply shaken by the loss.

Meanwhile, in the late 1920s, a slump had
occurred in the building industry and George
could find no work to pay off his considerable
debts: he was obliged to declare bankruptcy
and the family watched as bank assessors came
and took every item of value from their home.
The home they had built with their own hands
now passed over to indifferent bean-counters
who had done nothing to create it. The young
boy Wilfred witnessed the total humiliation of
his family.

With the onset of the Depression, the
Burchetts had no other option but to find what-
ever livelihood was available: Wilfred, by now
a strapping teenager, found seasonal work by
“Jumping the Rattler”, picking fruit and farm
labouring, living the life of a Swaggie and get-
ting by on his wits. George and his relatives
moved back to Pooyong to revive the farm,
grow peas and potatoes and trap rabbits, now
no longer a pest but a boon for survival.

Reassessment

Wilfred also returned to Pooyong and his
family, to help out. In classic Marxist sense
he had been confronted by harsh “objective
reality” and now came the challenge to match
that reality with some kind of explanation. His
schooling and reading progressed apace. At night
he learned a variety of languages and began to
take an interest in politics.

His father, who had always been a
Nationalist (conservative), and had even stood

as a candidate for the party in Ballarat, now
began to reassess his position. Together they
helped establish the Pooyong Discussion Club
which invited intellectuals and progressives
from Melbourne to speak on “topical and con-
troversial subjects”. It became a popular focus
for local enlightenment, but to the right-wing
patriots of Pooyong it was downright subver-
sive. Under pressure from the district RSL,
Wilfred was consequently forced out of the
local cricket team!

Anxious to avoid being a burden to his
family during the greatest economic depression
in human history, and seeking some relief in
adventure, Wilfred decided to leave Pooyong
and travel north.

Cane-cutting

There followed one of the more notorious
train journeys on record, when on a frozen frosty
night just outside Maitland Wilfred jumped
the rattler and clung to the icicle-covered tar-
paulin of a goods wagon all the way to Coffs
Harbour. From there, he made his way north to
the Clarence River to find employment with a
well-off dairy-sugar farmer.

Wilfred’s ambition was to cut cane because
he’d heard the pay was good, but this was not
his brutish employer’s whim. Instead he was to
wake before dawn to milk the cows, separate
the milk and cream in time to start “general
duties” around the farm. His “quarters” were a
bran bag bed in the barn, along with the other
servant boy.

In fact, his employer was a bully who
brought exploitation and misery to all he met
and dealt with: he scrounged for every penny.
When cleaning a cane-field in preparation for the
cutters, Burchett noticed the presence of rats and
their excrement. When the cutters discovered
the field was infested with rats they demanded
it be burned on health grounds, but the farmer
refused because it would reduce the cane value
by 10 percent.

Wilfred was impressed with the upright
dignity of the cane-cutters and the power of
their union solidarity. In the end, the farmer-boss
was decked by one of the cutters, and when he
fulminated about revenge they simply threat-
ened to black-ban his farm for good. The field
was burned, the cane cut, and Burchett quit the
realm of cane-cutting with some singular lessons
about “...what could be done with organisation
and solidarity.”

The Egon Kisch Affair

Egon Kisch’s sensational 1934 visit to
Auwustralia at the behest of the Movement Against
War and Fascism should be studied more widely
in this country’s history because of the impact
it had, not just on people like Wilfred Burchett,
but for the tens of thousands of others whose
political perspective took a somersault thereafter.

Burchett begins his account witness-
ing the arrival of Czech writer Kisch at the
Sydney Domain amid 20,000 others. Already
Kisch’s passport and luggage had been seized
in Fremantle, Interior Minister Menzies had
vowed that this anti-Fascist was undesirable
and would definitely “not set his foot on the
soil of the Australian Commonwealth”. He had
then jumped ship in Melbourne, broke his leg
in two places, and, in agony, had been forcibly
put back on the ship. Upon arrival in Sydney
he was: smuggled ashore, his leg placed in
plaster, found by Justice Evatt to be illegally
stopped from entering the country, re-arrested,
subjected to the Dictation Test in Gaelic which
he failed, held in detention subject to appeal and
then released on bail, which finally gave him
the chance to speak at the Domain.

Burchett

Wilfred Burchett during interview with the UN reportel

The minister who introduced Kisch, the
Reverend Albert Rivett, suddenly collapsed
and died of a heart attack, whereupon Kisch
himself was hoisted onto the lorry and said:
“My English is broken, my leg is broken,
but my heart is not broken, for the task | was
given by the anti-fascists of Europe, is fulfilled
when | speak to you, the anti-fascist people of
Australia...”

When he had finished and the lorry moved
off, Wilfred joined the crowd that formed a
defensive wall around it as it moved down
Macquarie Street, with clenched fists raised and
singing the International. Ultimately Kisch was
found guilty of “illegal residence” and sentenced
to six months’ jail, but by then he had become
a “cause celebre” and Menzies wanted nothing
more than that Kisch be gone. The government
returned his passport and his ticket, and paid
fifteen hundred pounds costs for the various
legal proceedings.

Burchett recalled: “Kisch became my instant
hero. I was impressed by the quality of the man
himself, his physical and moral courage, the way
in which he used his pen to uncover injustice and
to fight for life’s good causes. Subconsciously
I accepted him as the model of a progressive
journalist...”

Wilfred Burchett was the first westerner to see and narrate the devastation of Hiroshima;

he wrote the untold story of the division of Germany; he exposed the use of chemical weapons in
he became an Australian actually living in communist Eastern Europe; he lived the life of the guel
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s, Korea, April 1953.

Wilfred Burchett -
International Journalist

There is no question that Egon Kisch
profoundly influenced Burchett’s future life.
Shortly afterwards he sailed to Europe, where
he made London his first base and mixed with
Jewish refugees from Germany — he ventured
into the heart of Nazism, and from his reports
of experiences there gained work as a foreign
journalist. When war broke out, he was sent to
India and Burma where his analysis of British
obtuseness towards the Japanese presaged the
tragic fall of Singapore.

He was to become an unstoppable force in
international journalism: his timeliness, politi-
cal astuteness, relevant observation and clear,
simple style, meant that his news was always in
demand. Activists on the left always suspected
what was happening in various overseas crises:
Wilfred Burchett repeatedly supplied the truth,
because he was there, a “rebel journalist”, on
the spot.

Read his story.

Memoirs of a Rebel Journalist —

The Autobiography of Wilfred Burchett
edited by G Burchett and N Shimmin,
published by University of NSW Press. &

Korea;
rilla with the Viet Cong.

“Drilling Disasters
Can’t Happen Here”

INn run-up to BP
spill, media touted
offshore safety

As the United States examines the origins of the environmental
catastrophe in the Gulf of Mexico, one factor that should not be
overlooked is media coverage that served to cover up dangers rather
than expose them. When President Barack Obama declared a new
push for offshore drilling (31/03/2010), asserting that “oil rigs today
generally don’t cause spills” (02/04/2010), corporate news outlets
echoed such Pollyanna sentiments:

You know, there are a lot of serious people looking at, “Are there
ways that we can do drilling and we can do nuclear that are nowhere
near as risky as what they were 10 or 15 or 20 years ago?” Offshore
drilling today is a lot more safer, in many ways, environmentally,
today than it was 20 years ago.

David Gergen, CNN’s Situation Room (31/03/2010)

Some Americans have an opinion of offshore drilling that was first
formed decades ago with those pictures of oil on the beaches in Santa
Barbara, California. Others see it differently. They say time and tech-
nology have changed things. They say in order to lessen our depend-
ence on foreign oil and keep gas prices low, we’ve got to bring more
of it out of the ground and from under the sea.

Brian Williams, NBC Nightly News (31/03/2010)

The technology of oil drilling has made huge advances ... The
time has come for my fellow environmentalists to reassess their stand
on offshore oil. It is not clear that the risks of offshore oil drilling
still outweigh the benefits. The risk of oil spills in the United States is
quite low.

Eric Smith, Washington Post op-ed (02/04/2010)

Some of the most ironic objections come from those who say
offshore exploration will destroy beaches and coastlines, citing the
devastating 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska as an example. The
last serious spill from a drilling accident in U.S. waters was in 1969,
off Santa Barbara, California.

USA Today editorial (02/04/2010)

Since the big spill off the coast of California about three decades
ago, the big oil companies have really put a lot of time, money and
resources into making sure that their drilling is a lot more safe and
environmentally sound.

Monica Crowley,
Fox Business Happy Hour (31/03/2010)

Drilling could be conducted in an environmentally sensitive man-
ner. We already drill in an environmentally sensitive manner.
Sean Hannity, Fox News’ Hannity (01/04/2010)

And even in terms of the environment, we’re going to consume
oil one way or the other. It’s safer for the planet if it’s done under our
strict controls and high technology in America as opposed to Nigeria

... We’ve got a ton of drilling happening every day today in the Gulf
of Mexico in a hurricane area and it’s successful.
Charles Krauthammer,
WJLA’s Inside Washington (04/04/2010)

We had a hurricane on the Gulf Coast and there was no oil spill. If
Katrina didn’t cause an oil spill with all those oil wells in the Gulf....
Dick Morris, Fox News’ O’Reilly Factor (31/03/2010)

The two main reasons oil and other fossil fuels became environ-
mentally incorrect in the 1970s — air pollution and risk of oil spills —
are largely obsolete. Improvements in drilling technology have greatly
reduced the risk of the kind of offshore spill that occurred off Santa
Barbara in 1969.... To fear oil spills from offshore rigs today is analo-
gous to fearing air travel now because of prop plane crashes.

Steven F Hayward, Weekly Standard (26/04/2010)

And these messages didn’t entirely disappear after the Gulf of
Mexico disaster unfolded. In its May 10 issue, Time magazine had a
small box headlined, “Offshore-Drilling Disasters: Rare But Deadly,”
which listed a mere four incidents — the most recent in 1988. But it
doesn’t take too much research to turn up a slew of other incidents
that raise concerns: the Unocal-owned Seacrest drillship that capsised
in 1989, killing 91 people; Phillips Petroleum’s Alexander Kielland
rig that collapsed in 1980, killing 123, and more. The list managed to
overlook at least three well disasters in the Gulf of Mexico that result-
ed in oil spills — two incidents off the Louisiana coast in 1999, and the
Usumacinta spill in Mexican waters in 2007.

A previous Time.com story (24/04/2010) had noted that the
Minerals Management Service, which oversees offshore drilling,
reported 39 fires or explosions in the first five months of 2009 alone;
though the magazine said the “good news” is that “most of these” did
not result in death. The website Oil Rig Disasters tallies 184 incidents,
dozens of which involved fatalities — and 73 of which occurred after
1988.

Clearly there are different ways to measure such things, but it’s
hard not to feel that Time’s point was to suggest that drilling disasters
are really too rare to worry about.

Since the BP/Deepwater disaster, many news outlets have run
investigative pieces detailing the long history of negligent oversight of
the offshore drilling industry. But when the New York Times tells read-
ers (25/05/2010) about the “enduring laxity of federal regulation of
offshore operations,” one can’t help but wonder why this apparently
well-known problem got so little attention before the environmental
catastrophe.

FAIR — Fairness &
Accuracy In Reporting. @&
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Portugal: economic struggle
goes to the streets

Emile Schepers

On Wednesday June 2, the
Portuguese parliament voted by a
thin margin to accept the austerity
package presented by Socialist
(PS) Party Prime Minister Jose
Socrates. The “victory” for Mr
Socrates, who heads a minor-
ity government, was made pos-
sible by the support of the Social
Democratic Party (PSD), which in
spite of its name, is neither social-
ist nor democratic, but rather is
a right-wing party dedicated to
scaling back the rights of working
people.

The move by the government and
legislature parallels measures that are
being undertaken in those European
Union member countries that have
been most heavily impacted by the
financial and economic crisis that
started in the United States in 2008
but has become greatly intensified in
Europe since the start of the massive
debt crisis in Greece.

Portugal and Greece are two of
the insultingly designated “PIGS”, EU
countries whose finances are consid-
ered most shaky. The others are Italy,
Ireland and Spain. All these countries
are under intense pressure by inter-
national monopoly capital, wealthier
EU countries such as Germany, and
the International Monetary Fund, to
balance their budgets by dismantling
social welfare programs. In fact, they
are finding out what it is like for the
poor countries of Asia, Africa and
America.

The vote in parliament approves
the general outlines of a series of
regressive tax increases (value added
and on income) and cuts in public

services, especially in health care,
education and unemployment benefits.
The legislature now has to get into
the detail of each of these items, and
the left, headed by the Communist
Party-Greens alliance, is going to
make a fight over every one of them.

The Portuguese left fears that
the deal worked out by the centrist
government and the right-wing PSD
may have constitutional implications,
as the latter party, with other sectors
of the Portuguese right, opposes the
existing guarantees of economic
and social rights entrenched in the
Constitution as a result of the events
that followed the overthrow of the
Caetano dictatorship in the 1970s.

And in Portugal, the left is able
to mobilise large numbers of both
public and private sector workers,
as well as small farmers and others
who will be negatively impacted by
the austerity measures. On Saturday,
May 29, an estimated 300,000
marched in Lisbon to denounce the
Socrates government’s austerity plan.
The entire population of Portugal is
only 10.6 million. The impressive
mobilisation was spearheaded by
the CGPT-IN trade union federation,
closely linked to the Portuguese
Communist Party.

On Monday, May 31, Jeronimo
de Sousa, Secretary-General of the
Portuguese Communist Party, speak-
ing at a Party meeting in Setubal, laid
out in stark terms what is at stake:

The PS and PSD speak in the
name of the national interest, but the
national interest is not to be defended
against the interests of the majority
of the people, nor is it compatible
with a policy of capitulation before
the big economic interests, the big

Saocialist (PS) Party Prime Minister Jose Socrates - victory for international monopoly capital.

powers and the neo-liberal objectives
and orientations of the Central Bank
of Europe, of Brussels, of German
Chancellor Angela] Merkel, or the
International Monetary Fund.
Rather, de Sousa called for “a
policy of defence and promotion
of national production, valuing our
national resources, investing in the
industrialisation of our country, in
our agriculture and fisheries, oriented
toward creating jobs and fighting
against unemployment, and helping
our small and medium sized enter-
prises” as well as defending the rights
of workers and the people. The entire
statement can be read in Portuguese

Official admits oil gusher
exceeds all prior estimates

John Wojcik

A second “containment” vessel will
increase the amount of oil being
captured to as much as 28,000
barrels of oil per day, Coast Guard
Administrator Thad Allen said in
what amounted to the first official
admission that the quantity of oil
gushing into the Gulf of Mexico
exceeds all previous estimates.

If the containment capacity
does reach 28,000 barrels of oil
simple math shows it will have
exceeded the highest estimates of
spill flow rate made thus far by
either BP or the government. The
highest of those estimates have
been between 12,000 and 19,000
barrels of oil per day.

Allen said that government
scientists have been asked to “re-
evaluate” their earlier spill flow
estimates.

Labor and community lead-
ers have questioned BP and gov-
ernment figures since the early
days of the crisis. Robert “Tiger”
Hammond, president of the
Greater New Orleans AFL-CIO
union body, said back in mid-May,
“First it was 1,000 gallons, then
5,000, then 20,000 and now who
knows how much. There’s no way
that you can rely on BP to tell the
truth about the amount of oil leak-
ing into the Gulf.”

As oil from the spill contami-
nated increasing swaths of the
Louisiana coastline businesses
throughout the area have either
shut down or are on their last
legs.

With his business ground to a
halt, Brad Robin, an oyster fisher-
man in Ycloskey, Louisiana has
had to lay off 50 workers who
would now be using his equip-
ment to bring in the seafood.

Jeff Pohlmann, owner of
Today’s Ketch, a small seafood
restaurant in Chalmette, Louisiana
can’t get “the good quality stuff
my friends and neighbours have
always caught in these waters.”
His fear is that his business and
his neighbours’ way of life could
be ruined forever.

While some business owners
like them have received small
cheques to cover lost wages,
for example, most continue to
wait for BP to process the larger
claims for business losses.

Local claimants say they get
friendly voices when they call BP
but they don’t get any money.

Curt Eysink, director of the
state Workforce Commission, said
that of some 6,000 claims paid in
Louisiana, only three were larger
than $5,000 and none exceeded
$10,000. “It is completely unrea-
sonable to assume that these

payments are sufficient to sustain
affected businesses,” he said.

The White House announced,
meanwhile, that President Obama
will offer his condolences tonight
at the White House to families of
the 11 workers killed when the
Deepwater Horizon exploded two
months ago.

“They were the very first vic-
tims of what is a very long and sad
tragedy,” White House spokesman
Robert Gibbs said. “It has changed
the lives of many. It has changed
the lives of those 11 families. It
will do untold economic and envi-
ronmental damage. It’s the largest
disaster this country has ever seen.
They are not — they’re certainly
not forgotten.”

On another front, the oil
spill’s effect on wildlife is also
increasing.

In just five days, the rescue
centre at Fort Jackson has received
more than five times as many oiled
birds as it received in the previous
six weeks since the oil spill began.

The US Fish and Wildlife
Services said that the Louisiana
centre has reported 415 birds since
the BP well exploded in April.
Since the start of the spill crews
have found 633 dead birds, many
of them visibly oiled. 32 sea tur-
tles have been rescued.
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on the Portuguese Communist Party
web site (www.pcp.pt).

The call of the Portuguese left and
labour movement for the defence of
the interests of workers and ordinary
people against the demands for more
and more sacrifices, demands coming

from those who created the crisis and
who are themselves willing to sacri-
fice nothing, closely parallel those
heard around the world, including in
the United States.

People’s World &

Protest against
anti-communist
law In Poland

On June 8 — on the day new anti-
communist law, that bans the
communist symbols (art. 256 of
penal code) came into effect, an
international protest campaign
took place in Poland. In Warsaw
there were a conference and
demonstration with participation
of delegations of communist par-
ties — Communist Party of Greece,
Portuguese Communist Party,
Communist Party of Ireland and
youth organisations — the World
Federation of Democratic Youth
and Communist Youth Union of
Czech Republic.

During press conference com-
rades Georgios Toussas, MEP,
Communist Party of Greece,

Jodo Ferreira, MEP, Portuguese
Communist Party, Yogendra Shahi,
vice president of World Federation
of Democratic Youth, condemned
the new law and expressed their
support for the Communist Party of
Poland. After the conference in the
centre of Warsaw a demonstration
took place.

Polish internet portals and news
channel informing about this event
underline the absurdity of the new
repressive article of penal code.

Also in several other coun-
tries demonstrations took place in
front of the Embassies of Poland
and letters of protest were deliv-
ered to the Polish Ambassadors.
We were informed that such pro-
tests were organised in Athens,
Budapest, Dublin, Lisbon, London,
Mexico, Moscow and Nicosia. The
Communist Party of Poland has
also received letters of support from
many communist parties.

We would like to thank all par-
ticipants of this campaign and ask
for its continuation. We must make
our fight stronger, as far as the
problem of discrimination against
communist symbols and other
kind of reprisals are taking place
in Poland and some other Eastern
European countries. The new anti-
communist law was also adopted in
Hungary.

Communist Party of Poland &

Sydney

Invites you to

7pm Sunday June 20

The Beloyianis Branch of the CPA

A Taverna Night Fundraiser

Greek Community Club (Small function room)
206-210 Lakemba Street, Lakemba

Entry including food $30 ~ Live music and Greek delicacies
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The real threat aboard
the Freedom Flotilla

Noam Chomsky

Israel’s violent attack on the
Freedom Flotilla carrying humani-
tarian aid to Gaza shocked
the world. Hijacking boats in
international waters and killing
passengers is, of course, a serious
crime. But the crime is nothing
new. For decades, Israel has been
hijacking boats between Cyprus
and Lebanon and killing or kid-
napping passengers, sometimes
holding them hostage in Israeli
prisons.

Israel assumes that it can commit
such crimes with impunity because
the United States tolerates them and
Europe generally follows the US’s
lead.

As the editors of the UK
Guardian rightly observed on June 1,
“If an armed group of Somali pirates
had yesterday boarded six vessels
on the high seas, killing at least 10
passengers and injuring many more,
a NATO task force would today be
heading for the Somali coast.” In
this case, the NATO treaty obligates
its members to come to the aid of a
fellow NATO country — Turkey —
attacked on the high seas.

Israel’s pretext for the attack was
that the Freedom Flotilla was bring-
ing materials that Hamas could use
for bunkers to fire rockets into Israel.

The pretext isn’t credible. Israel
can easily end the threat of rockets
by peaceful means.

The background is important.
Hamas was designated a major terror-
ist threat when it won a free election
in January 2006. The US and Israel
sharply escalated their punishment
of Palestinians, now for the crime of
voting the wrong way.

The siege of Gaza, including a
naval blockade, was a result. The
siege intensified sharply in June 2007
after a civil war left Hamas in control
of the territory. What is commonly

described as a Hamas military coup
was in fact incited by the US and
Israel, in a crude attempt to overturn
the elections that had brought Hamas
to power.

That has been public knowledge
at least since April 2008, when David
Rose reported in Vanity Fair that
George W Bush, National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice and her
deputy, Elliott Abrams, “backed an
armed force under Fatah strongman
Muhammad Dahlan, touching off a
bloody civil war in Gaza and leaving
Hamas stronger than ever.”

Hamas terror included launching
rockets into nearby Israeli towns —
criminal, without a doubt, though only
a minute fraction of routine US-Israeli
crimes in Gaza.

In June 2008, Israel and Hamas
reached a cease-fire agreement.
The Israeli government formally
acknowledges that until Israel broke
the agreement on November 4 of that
year, invading Gaza and killing half
a dozen Hamas activists, Hamas did
not fire a single rocket.

Hamas offered to renew the cease-
fire. The Israeli cabinet considered
the offer and rejected it, preferring
to launch its murderous invasion of
Gaza on December 27.

Like other states, Israel has
the right of self-defence. But did
Israel have the right to use force in
Gaza in the name of self-defence?
International law, including the UN
Charter, is unambiguous: A nation has
such a right only if it has exhausted
peaceful means. In this case such
means were not even tried, although
— or perhaps because — there was
every reason to suppose that they
would succeed.

Thus the invasion was sheer
criminal aggression, and the same
is true of Israel’s resorting to force
against the flotilla.

The siege is savage, designed to
keep the caged people barely alive so
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A protest at Sydney’s Townhall earlier this month, calling for an end to Israel's siege
on Gaza and to condemn their attack on the Freedom Flatilla.

as to fend off international protest, but
hardly more than that. It is the latest
stage of long standing Israeli plans,
backed by the US, to separate Gaza
from the West Bank.

The Israeli journalist Amira Hass,
a leading specialist on Gaza, outlines
the history of the process of separa-
tion: “The restrictions on Palestinian
movement that Israel introduced in
January 1991 reversed a process that
had been initiated in June 1967.

“Back then, and for the first time
since 1948, a large portion of the
Palestinian people again lived in the
open territory of a single country —to
be sure, one that was occupied, but
was nevertheless whole. ...”

Hass concludes: “The total
separation of the Gaza Strip from
the West Bank is one of the greatest
achievements of Israeli politics, whose

Australia tries to bully
East Timor over gas project

East Timor stories are not front-
page news anymore but it does not
mean that nothing of importance
is taking place. Presently there is
a serious diplomatic tug of war
taking place between Australia
and East Timor.

“...many developing countries
fall victim to the corporate resource
giants exploiting and plundering
their sovereign resources.

“Timor-Leste (East Timor) will
be the country that goes down in
history as the nation to put a stop to
it,” declared Prime Minister Xanana
Gusmao.

Mr Gusmao was referring to the
ongoing dispute between Timore-
Leste authorities and Australia-
based Woodside Petroleum.
Woodside is planning to build
a floating liquefied natural gas
platform to develop the Sunrise
natural gas fields in the Timor
Sea. Timor-Leste insists on its
building the LNG plant in their
country, arguing that it will bring
more benefits for the nation and
provide desperately needed training

and work opportunities for East
Timorese.

The Sunrise field straddles
the maritime border between
Australia and the Joint Petroleum
Development Area, a region 90
percent held by Timor-Leste and 10
percent by Australia. The project
requires the approval of both
governments.

It is not the first time Australia
has tried to use bullying tactics
against East Timor.

Former Prime Minister Mari
Alkatiri was a tough negotiator
when it came to Timor-Leste’s
rights to oil and gas reserves with
Australia which resulted in “regime
change”. Mr Alkatiri hoped that a
state-owned oil company assisted
by China, Brazil, Malaysia and
Portugal (former colonial power)
would help Timor-Leste to diversify
its economic ties.

It is ironic that both the
President Jose Ramos-Horta and
Prime Minister Gusmao seem to be
extremely unhappy with Australia
at the moment.

East Timor needs and is entitled
to the revenue from its oil and gas
for its development.

There was another development
that Australia is trying to put a gloss
on but is not very happy about.

Last week two 43-metre
Chinese-made navy patrol boats
were launched in Timor-Leste.
They are not exactly the latest in
defence but they are suitable for
patrolling fishing grounds and,
generally speaking, protect the East
Timorese economic zone.

Timor-Leste is still a very
poor nation. While fighting for
its independence the country’s
representatives stated over and
over again that the nation would
not be a financial burden as it had
all the natural resources necessary
to pay its way. And it does. It is
important that Australia starts to
treat its neighbour in a respectful
way — trying to take advantage of
it may work in the short term but it
is a poor foundation for mutually
beneficial relations. &

overarching objective is to prevent a
solution based on international deci-
sions and understandings and instead
dictate an arrangement based on
Israel’s military superiority.”

The Freedom Flotilla defied that
policy and so it must be crushed.

A framework for settling the
Arab-lsraeli conflict has existed
since 1976, when the regional Arab
States introduced a Security Council
resolution calling for a two-state set-
tlement on the international border,
including all the security guarantees
of UN Resolution 242, adopted after
the June War in 1967.

The essential principles are
supported by virtually the entire
world, including the Arab League,
the Organisation of Islamic States
(including Iran) and relevant non-state
actors, including Hamas.

But the US and Israel have led the
rejection of such a settlement for three
decades, with one crucial and highly
informative exception. In President
Bill Clinton’s last month in office,
January 2001, he initiated Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations in Taba,
Egypt, that almost reached an agree-
ment, participants announced, before
Israel terminated the negotiations.

Today, the cruel legacy of a failed
peace lives on.

International law cannot be
enforced against powerful states,
except by their own citizens. That is
always a difficult task, particularly
when articulate opinion declares crime
to be legitimate, either explicitly or by
tacit adoption of a criminal framework
—which is more insidious, because it
renders the crimes invisible.

In These Times &
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Tickets $22/$25
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On the class nature
of sport

It is fascinating to watch how
bourgeois society works at creating
the world it wants. For instance
over the last 20 years it has been
in the process of changing the
culture of the traditional sporting
codes which have been followed in
Australia to instead push soccer as
eventually to become the number
one game. This push from above
is driven by three of the wealthi-
est men in Australia — Murdock,
Lowie, Clive Palmer as well as
others who recognise that soccer
is a multi-billion dollar industry
where huge profits can be made
whereas AFL for instance is only
a hundred-million dollar industry
limited to only Australia and the
clubs are not privately owned.

They call soccer the “World
Game” and the attempt is to create a
unified consumer world where every-
one on the planet eventually follows
soccer and speaks English. The dollars
to be made and the political power
from creating this world market for
Murdock and his bourgeois mates
are unlimited.

So to create this one boring world
culture at the expense of human
diversity the bourgeoisie in Australia
for instance recruit both Liberal and
Labor governments to spend hundreds
of millions in bidding for the World
Cup, broadcasting soccer through
public media (SBS) and funding grass
roots soccer. Even the ABC news
now gives British soccer results even
though most Australians do not even
know the teams.

As, well as the unlimited profits

to be made in buying clubs or sell-
ing papers to a world audience, the
bourgeoisie also gains because the
“World Game” breeds the most vulgar
sporting nationalism of any game and
patriotic nationalism suits the ruling
class because it needs it to rally its
population behind its authority and
imperialistic goals.

One soccer supporter was
reported on the radio as admitting
that the game is boring to watch but
the hatred and hostility to the other
team’s supporters is exciting. This
patriotic nationalism is also used by
the bourgeoisie on the working-class
to deny them a wage increase based
on the need to protect the “national
economy”.

The World Game also helps
capitalist propaganda in the idea that
it is normal that the world is made
up of winners and losers. So if you
are a talented African black soccer
player you will be rewarded by being
allowed to live a life of luxury in
Britain. However if you are a black
escaping the poverty of capitalism in
Africa, well bad luck, you are a loser
and so you will not be allowed in.

Soccer as a spectator sport has the
appearance of comedy because the
players run around the field pretend-
ing they do not have arms or hands
and the reason for this is because the
game was invented by the British
aristocrats who considered themselves
to be above getting their hands dirty
touching a ball such as in other sport-
ing codes but they were very good
at kicking, especially their workers.

| follow the Australian Aboriginal
game “Mamgrook”.

Howard Patterson
Lara, Vic

Re “The sinking of the
Cheonan: Another Gulf
of Tonkin Incident”

When the sinking of the Cheonan
off the North Korean island of
Baengnyeong on March 26, was
first reported, I remember thinking
that somehow the Western media
was going to blame North Korea
for this incident. The South Korean

and US governments, as reported
in the Guardian story of June 2,
have now tried to blame the sink-
ing of the armed patrol ship on the
firing of a torpedo from a North
Korean submarine.

For a while it was a matter of
speculation by the South Korean
government and its allies as to the
cause of the sinking.

That was until the boat was
raised to the surface in May, when
only one conclusion was able to be
drawn by the Korean government —
notwithstanding the absence of direct
evidence linking the North Korean
government to the sinking or a motive
for doing so.

Meanwhile in late May, provoca-
tions of another kind were unfold-
ing in international waters in the
Mediterranean Sea as an attack by
an Israeli Defence Forces contingent
was launched on the Freedom Flotilla
as it attempted to make its way to the
Palestinian territory of Gaza with
much needed humanitarian aid.

The attack resulted in the loss
of nine lives of participants in the
aid mission and a backlash against
Israel from most of the world — but
especially from the Arab world and
European leaders.

In the US, the government which
gives overt economic, political and
military aid to both Israel and South
Korea, has had to come to terms with
how to respond to the attacks and
inform its masses about how it views
the circumstances which precipitated
the events in both instances. It has not
been a pretty sight.

In letters to the editors to the New
York Times and the Wall Street Journal
(and CNN News), there has been
some unease about what the writers
see as, “their government’s measured
response in the Cheonan incident”, as
compared to the, “unrestrained rush
to judgment of Israel’s actions” in the
Freedom Flotilla incident.

How quickly indeed have some
people in the US forgotten the Gulf of
Tonkin incident, which was used as a
trigger for US to step up its participa-
tion in the Vietnamese war.

Maybe the US government is
being a little more circumspect than
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the media in this latest instance as it
has learnt something from their former
Secretary of State, Robert McNamara
who in the documentary, “The Fog
of War”, noted what happened as a
consequence of the Gulf of Tonkin
incident in 1964.

The slap in the face felt by the
conservative government of South
Korean President Lee Myung Bak
must have been quite audible as the
results of the June 2, 2010, provincial
elections delivered 10 out of 16 posts
for provincial governors and city
mayors to opposition and independ-
ent candidates as a response to his

government’s demonising of North
Korea over the Cheonan incident.

It seems the people of Korea are
prepared to see events much clearer
than the governments and mass media
in the capitalist West, who will now
try to put a brave face on the Korean
election results for their own people
and perhaps also to those at the helm
of their country’s industrial military
complex who would have stood to
gain much from increased tension
between the two Koreas.

Richard Titelius
WA
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Oil - greed
and profit
in the Gulf

On that curious panel show The
View on Channel Nine the other
day the panel were venting their
collective spleen on the CEO of
BP, who had been appearing in TV
commercials reassuring Americans
that BP would fix the oil spill that
was threatening to ruin the Gulf
of Mexico and the people who
lived there.

Whoopi Goldberg and her fellow
panellists clearly did not trust BP’s
boss one inch. “Slimy” was the word
they used to describe him.

BP obviously hopes its efforts
to plug the oil leak and clean up the
environmental damage, less than
half-measures though they are, will
be enough to prevent any significant
action against it by US authorities.
Meanwhile it goes on making money

from its other US and US-linked
enterprises.

Despite BP executives’ oft-
repeated assertions before the media
and Congressional committees that
“we will pay all legitimate claims”
(there’s an important caveat if |
ever saw one), the fact is that BP’s
liability for economic damages —
loss of income by tourist businesses,
damage to the fishing industry, etc — is
presently capped at a trifling US$75
million.

For the record: BP posted a first-
quarter profit of US$6 billion just one
week after the Deepwater Horizon rig
exploded. Horizon and BP between
them have a long history of oil spills
and other disasters. BP appears to
operate on the well-known capitalist
principle that it is cheaper to pay any
fines than to spend money on safe
working methods.

According to the US group Public
Citizen, BP has paid US$550 million
in fines, including the two largest fines
in the history of the US Occupational
Safety and Health Administration. As
Prensa Latina notes, “BP seems to
particularly enjoy violating the Clean
Air and Clean Water Acts.”

And why not? As Prensa Latina
also notes, MMS, the US Minerals
Management Service, “the agency
within the Interior Department that
oversees offshore drilling, routinely
accepted gifts from oil companies
and even considered itself a part of
the oil industry, rather than part of
a governmental regulatory agency”.

With MMS inspectors being flown
around in oil company executive jets,
it is hardly surprising that Deepwater

Horizon was given a regulatory
exclusion by MMS, is it? Or that,
of 27 new drilling sites, MMS has
granted regulatory exemptions to
26? (Boy that 27th must have been
a shocker to get knocked back — or
perhaps they skimped on the bribe
they were prepared to pay.)

Meanwhile, BP is going around
to survivors and others eligible for
compensation and getting them to sign
away their right to sue, presumably on
promises of uncontested compensation
from BP (and of course an oil
company would never renege on a
promise, now would it).

BP initially played down the
scope of the disaster, claiming only
a “few thousand” barrels of oil were
spilling into the Gulf every day. In
fact it was closer to sixty thousand
barrels a day (that’s more than 2.5
million gallons a day).

It has been obvious for years
that off-shore oil wells have
tremendous potential for causing
severe environmental damage. Hence
the sense of shock on the part of some
US legislators when they discovered
that BP had no real clean-up plan.

One of the things that so peeved
the panellists on The View was
the fact that BP’s most noticeable
response to the ramifications of the
Deepwater Horizon disaster was to
run a series of new TV commercials.
For the oil company, the explosion
and consequent oil leak was clearly
a PR problem for which the answer
was a TV commercial.

But for most of the US Congress,
much of the US media and also much
of the US public, this is far more than

More than 2.5
million gallons
were spilling
into the Gulf
every day.

a mere PR problem. Cuban journalist
Elsy Fors Garzon reports that even
after BP eventually caps the damaged
oil well, “experts say the best cleanup
scenario is to recover twenty percent
of the spilled oil.

“Millions of gallons of oil will
remain in the ocean, ravaging the
underwater ecosystem, and 100 miles
of Louisiana coastline will never
be the same.” Not to mention the
adverse environmental effects of the
chemical “dispersants” that have been
indiscriminately sprayed all over the
oil-affected waters.

“The explosion has released
tremendous amounts of methane from
deep in the ocean, and research shows
that methane, when mixed with air, is
the most powerful greenhouse gas —
26 times worse than carbon dioxide,”
writes Elsy Fors Garzon.

“Here’s the reality of the matter
— for as long as off-shore drilling is
legal, oil spills will happen. Coastlines

will be decimated, oceans destroyed,
economies ruined, lives lost.

“Oil companies have little to no
incentive to prevent such disasters
from happening, and they use their
money to buy government regulators’
integrity.”

And it’s no use appealing to
the commonsense or humanity
of oil company bosses. Like the
corporate heads of all giant capitalist
enterprises, if they had any humanity
they would never rise to the top of
such ruthless corporate entities in
the first place.

For your capitalist, the lure of
profit is very strong. Oil companies,
however, make huge profits, and they
are an irresistible lure. As the rate of
profit climbs, the capitalist is more
and more willing to ignore or sacrifice
moral principles, family, even the
safety of the planet itself.

And that is a fact that we should
never forget. &
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he commercial side of the

art world is made up of
knowledgeable but avaricious deal-
ers for whom the value of an object
has nothing to do with the amount of
labour power expended to create it, or
even with the degree of skill needed
to produce it, but merely with what it
can be sold for at the present moment,
which depends on fashion, caprice,
chance and many other factors.

Such a world is wide open to
abuse, whether from thieves or from
forgers, and we have programs about
both aspects this week.

First up is art forgery, in The
Artful Codgers (ABC2 Sunday
June 20 at 7.30pm, repeated ABC1
Sunday June 27 at 3.30pm).

For 17 years George Greenhaigh
unearthed a stream of amazing anti-
quarian artworks (sculptures, paint-
ings, bronzes, etc) that had apparently
been in his family’s possession for
decades. Most of them were items
described in documents a couple of
hundred years ago but not seen since.

George diffidently offered them
for sale to museums or antique deal-
ers, who seemed to feel that this dod-
dery old man would be very happy
if they offered him several thousand
pounds for objects they knew they

could sell on for ten times that much.
And he was.

That was because the rediscov-
ered art works had been created by
George’s son Shaun in the family’s
tiny garden shed.

If, like Shaun, you are planning
to forge an art work, the program
shows the importance of providing a
“history” of the object in your fam-
ily (in art dealing terms, the object’s
“provenance”).

Amazingly, the forgeries were not
tested scientifically because the vari-
ous museums and galleries involved
relied on the “provenance”. Luck also
played a part: early in their career,
the police got on to them but were
too busy to actually execute an arrest
warrant, and it slipped from view.

Another way to make money

out of art without being
artistic is to steal major works of
art and them to hold them to ran-
som. That, according to Rebecca
Dreyfus’ curious documentary Stolen
(ABC2 Sunday June 20 at 8.20 pm,
repeated ABC1 Sunday June 27
at 4.20pm) is what has happened
to a clutch of remarkable paintings
stolen from Boston’s Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum in 1990.

The stolen works included some
of humanity’s greatest treasures, such
as Vermeer’s The Concert. But the
film puts forward the view that they
are not now held in some wealthy col-
lector’s bank vault, but that they were
stolen by the IRA, which had stolen
other Vermeers on other occasions to
raise money.

At the end of the film we still
don’t know if the IRA has them or
not, but the experts (in art and detec-
tion) are confident that they will turn
up in time.

The anger and helpless despair of
some of the art experts and museum
staff that people could steal such
works from the public comes through
strongly, but the film spends too much

The Saffron Roosevelt club -
Mr Sin: The Abe Saffron
Story

(ABC1 Thursday June 24

at 9.25pm).

time following a colourful but not
very effective detective, who seldom
seems to do any actual detective work.

10 Items Or Less (ABC2

Mondays from June 21 at
8.00pm) is a half-hour sitcom from the
USA about a nerdy young man who
runs a small-town supermarket. He is
under pressure to sell out to a large
competing chain, but doesn’t want to.

On the basis of the first episode,
the main word for the series is “mild”:
it is mildly amusing and at the same
time mildly embarrassing. There are
only five episodes so | expect it won’t
have time to grow on us.

he second episode of the

documentary series e?trans-
port (ABC2 Wednesdays at 8.00pm)
is not nearly as interesting as the
first was. This one deals with a very
restricted aspect of transport: publicly
available bicycles, using the scheme
in central Paris as the example.

The scheme is highly successful
and has actually encouraged people
to use their private bicycles more, but
it is noticeable that the city is largely
flat. Even so, people have to have
inducements to take their bicycles up
to the tops of hills.

It’s an interesting sidelight on the
transport issue rather than a major
concern.

nyone who has any dealings

with the NSW government in
any form should have a look at Mr
Sin: The Abe Saffron Story (ABC1
Thursday June 24 at 9.25pm).

Using interviews with former
police, investigative journalists like
Tony Reeves, Saffron’s son, and
plenty of others, the program (writ-
ten and directed by Hugh Piper) is
upfront and explicit about Saffron’s
role in introducing US-style organised
crime to Sydney.

Saffron had connections to the
US Mafia and operated in the same
manner as his US mentors. He had
the support of a crooked Premier in
Bob Askin, and was able to build up a
vice empire in which prostitutes were
driven to their jobs in police cars!

It’s amazing what can be achieved
with regular pay-offs.

It is noticeable that the program’s
explicitness does not extend to today.
The activities of NSW politicians
today are not examined, although
the program does say that the same
practices continue to the present day.

It’s an important program, but
it does not go far enough. For that,
however, we need a political change
in Macquarie St.

he documentary Churchill’s

Darkest Decision (ABC1
Thursday June 24 at 8.30 pm) deals
with the British action in 1940 to pre-
vent the French Fleet (second largest
in Europe after the Royal Navy) from
falling into German hands.

In most locations, the French
ships were seized with few if any
casualties. But at Mers-el-Kebir in
North Africa, the French refused to
surrender and the British fleet opened
fire on their former allies, killing over
1,250 French sailors.

The program treats Churchill’s
decision to use force to neutralise
the French fleet as some great moral
quandary, but the danger to the Allies
that the French fleet would pose in the
hands of the Nazis seems self evident.
The alternative to the decisive British
action — to rely on Admiral Darlan’s
word that the fleet would not be
passed over to the Germans — would
have been to take a clearly unaccept-
ablerisk. &
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End Israel’s

brutal crimes In Palestine

Speech by his Excellency
Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla,
Minster of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Cuba,
at the Ministerial Meeting
of the Non-Aligned
Movement Committee on
Palestine

Your Excellencies:

We thank you for your presence
at this important Ministerial Meeting
of the Non- Aligned Movement
Committee on Palestine and of the
NAM Caucus in the UN Security
Council, and for your active participa-
tion in our work.

It is an immense honour for
Cuba to preside over the work of
this Committee and to promote the
actions of the non-aligned countries
on a matter of first priority for our
Movement. Suffice it to point out that
in just the last three years, the NAM
Coordinating Bureau has adopted
14 Declarations about the situation
in occupied Palestinian territory,
including East Jerusalem, as well
as on other matters relating to the
Palestinian question.

From the time this Committee
was established at the 7th Movement
Summit held in New Delhi, India, in
1983, we have held numerous senior
level encounters and we have always
worked adhering to the fulfilment of
our mandate: to support the legitimate
demands of the Palestinian people and
the enjoyment of their inalienable
rights, as an indispensable require-
ment for the achievement of fair and
definitive peace in the Middle East.

Our responsibility continues to
be a great one. Israel, the occupy-
ing force, continues subjecting the
Palestinian people to serious viola-
tions of their most basic rights. An
entire people is being subjected to
permanent threat, the systematic use
of different methods of collective
punishment and of the most sophis-
ticated instruments of war, and it is
being denied the most sacred of rights,
that of self-determination.

For the Non-Aligned Movement,
the quest for a peaceful, just and last-
ing solution for the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict has been a historical priority
as is the defence of the right of the
people of Palestine to exercise their
sovereignty in an independent state,

based on the 1967 borders, with
East Jerusalem as their capital. The
Non-Aligned Movement’s solidar-
ity and support for the cause of the
Palestinian people are unconditional
and are based on solid principles of
international law, the UN Charter and
the principles of the Movement itself.

We reaffirm our rejection of the
illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine
and other Arab territories, and we
condemn the violations being perpe-
trated by Israel on human rights and
on International Humanitarian Law.

Ignoring successive resolutions
by the UN General Assembly and
the Security Council that demand the
withdrawal of Israel from Palestine
and from the other occupied Arab
territories, the occupying force
would like to perpetuate the status
quo, in flagrant disdain for the will
of the majority in the international
community. The conduct of Israel is
assured impunity by the support of
the government of the United States
in the UN Security Council and in
other international forums.

The superpower has prevented
the Security Council from carrying
out its responsibility as guarantor of
international peace and security. Its
dozens of vetoes and the threats of
resorting to that measure in defence
of the criminal actions carried out by
Israel constitute unacceptable acts
of complicity. Just recently we had
a clear example when the Security
Council, after having adopted its
Resolution No.1860 asking for a
cease-fire in Gaza, was prevented
from acting due to the deliberate
inaction of the US government and of
the governments of some of it closest
allies. Esteemed Ministers:

The serious deterioration of the
situation generated by the Israeli
occupiers of Palestine constitutes a
great concern for the Non-Aligned
Movement, following the aggres-
sion initiated on December 27, 2008
against the Palestinian civilian popu-
lation in the Gaza Strip; the result
was the death of 1,400 Palestinians,
among whom there were hundreds
of women and children, more than
5,500 Palestinians wounded and mas-
sive displacement of the inhabitants.
Thousands of Palestinian families
were left homeless. The human
damages caused by the aggressor are
irreparable.

The strong and steadfast solidar-
ity of the Non-Aligned Movement
was felt in the UN Security Council.
We demand an end to the brutal
Israeli crimes, to the suffering of the
Palestinian people and the destruction
of their heritage.

Once again we demand the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people, including the establishment
of guarantees for fair and lasting
peace. At New York, Geneva and
UNESCO headquarters, NAM issued
declarations firmly condemning Israeli
aggression against the Gaza Strip. The
work of the Movement along with
organisations such as the League of
Arab States and the Organisation of
the Islamic Conference enabled the
calling of a Special Session of the
Human Rights Council in Geneva
which on January 12, 2009 adopted
a resolution condemning the serious
violations committed by Israel and
demanded that justice be brought to
bear for the Palestinian people.

Our action was also decisive in
the resumption of the 10th Special
Session of the UN General Assembly
on the 15th and 16th of that same
month.

The Movement has reaffirmed
the necessity for the international
community to intensify and coor-
dinate its efforts to support and
promote the peace process, as well as
to guarantee respect for International
Law, including International
Humanitarian Law and International
Human Rights Law.

Your Excellencies: Some 4.6
million Palestinian refugees live
scattered throughout the Middle East.
As a result of the Israeli occupation
of Palestinian territory, of its illegal
policies of Jewish settlements on
occupied territories and of its suc-
cessive military aggressions, tens of
thousands of Palestinian families have
lost their homes, their lands and their
mean of livelihood.

The occupier acts against busi-
nesses and the civilian infrastructure
including the systems of water distri-
bution, sanitary services and electrical
systems. Hospitals and ambulances,
mosques, public institutions including
schools have been severely damaged.
Farms and crops are submitted to
permanent destruction. Even United
Nations facilities, among them sev-
eral schools in their charge where

Leichhardt Town Hall

Sydney - Leichhardt Friends of Hebron Proudly presents

AL KHALIL HEBRON: A city under siege

An exhibit of photos and information about the situation of Palestinian refugees focusing on communities in and around Hebron

Opening: 7pm Friday 25 June and all day Saturday, 26 June

Can you imagine... being forced from your home, with little notice, and never allowed to return? Palestinian refugees represent the longest-
running refugee situation in modern history and the question of Palestine remains one of the core issues of the international arena.

In Refugee Week 2010, this exhibition is the background to a series of activities designed to bring awareness of the issues into the public arena
and to raise funds to support a preschool for Palestinian children. This is a revival of the exhibition scheduled for May 2008 but cancelled the
morning of its scheduled opening after counter-terror agents from the NSW police visited Leichhardt Library.

More information: Miriam 0414 589 643 or email hebronleichhardt@gmail.com

Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, here addressing the sixty-fourth session of the
UN General Assembly, September 2009, New York.

terrorised Palestinian families have
sought refuge, have not escaped from
the criminal Israeli brutality.

NAM reiterates its demand for the
cessation of the inhuman and illegal
blockade and the closing of access to
the Gaza Strip by Israel which denies
the freedom of movement to the civil-
ian Palestinian population, including
cases of people who are ill, students
and humanitarian personnel, impedes
access to humanitarian aid and to
prime necessity products such as
food, medicines, fuel, electricity and
construction materials and prohibits
all economic and trade relations or
exchanges of the inhabitants of Gaza
with the exterior, and the Palestine
population on the West Bank.

NAM reaffirms its repudiation
of the intensification of the Israeli
policy of Jewish settlements in the
occupied territories, including the
confiscation of new lands from the
Palestinian people; of the construction
and expansion of illegal settlements;
of the construction of The Wall of
Shame; of the demolition of homes,
the excavations and the imposition
of arbitrary and racist restrictions on
residence and movement by means
of a regime of permits and hundreds
of check-points throughout all of
occupied Palestinian territory, espe-
cially in and around occupied East
Jerusalem. Such Israeli policies and
measures constitute serious violation
of International Law and flagrant
challenges to the resolutions of the
United Nations and the Consultative
Opinion of the International Court of
Justice on July 8-9, 2004.

The Movement condemns the new
policy of massive displacements in
East Jerusalem, by means of which the
Israeli occupier attempts to artificially
modify the demographic composition
of that city in order to create condi-
tions to prevent it from becoming
the capital of a new and sovereign
Palestinian state.

The international community
cannot remain passive and silent in

the face of the abuses and violations
being committed by Israel with impu-
nity against the Palestinian people.
The Non-Aligned Movement has
demanded from the Security Council
the fulfilment of its responsibility of
ensuring that in-depth investigation
of all the crimes and violations com-
mitted by Israel in the Gaza Strip be
carried out and that serious follow-
up efforts are carried out so that the
authors of such crimes are made to
answer for them.

Now, we are faced with the no
less difficult task of guaranteeing
that the reports of the different mis-
sions which have investigated and are
investigating the Israeli atrocities in
Gaza are made public and that the
community of nations is made aware
of them. Only in such a way can we
continue struggling against the impu-
nity and demanding that appropriate
measures are taken in the face of such
barbarism.

Cuba and the Non-Aligned
Movement reaffirm our unwavering
solidarity with the Arab just causes
and, in particular, our steadfast sup-
port for the heroic struggle of the
Palestinian people to achieve their
inalienable right to self-determination
and the establishment of their sover-
eign and independent state, with East
Jerusalem as its capital. Likewise
the rights of the Arab peoples for
the unconditional return of all the
territories occupied by Israel since
June 1967, as inescapable requisites
for the attainment of fair and lasting
peace in the Middle East. These are
and will continue to be permanent
demands and priorities in the agenda
of our Movement until the proposed
objectives are attained.

I invite you to renew our firm
commitment with the just cause of
the Palestinian people and of our Arab
brothers and sisters in general and
to continue moving forward actions
that will invigorate and make more
effective our solidarity with Palestine.

Thank you very much. &
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