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Trade union rights on trial

NO JAIL FOR ARK
JOIN THE PROTESTS

Anna Pha

Workers’ rights will be on trial in Adelaide
on June 15 as the magistrate’s court begins
hearing charges against construction worker
Ark Tribe. “This fight isn’t about me or
you, it’s about us and the kids who come
behind us. I never thought 1’d see the day
when hard working Australians would face
jail for sticking up for their rights,” said
Ark. The construction worker, a member
of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and
Energy Union (CFMEU) has been charged
with refusing to attend an interview with
the Australian Building and Construction
Commission (ABCC).

If found guilty Ark faces up to six months
in jail. The crime? Refusing to attend an inter-
rogation session and tell the ABCC what his
workmates said at a safety meeting.

“On the June 15 he’ll begin fighting to clear
his name — while at the same time taking a stand
against an unjust set of laws that target all of
us,” said a statement by the CFMEU.

“If Ark is sent to jail we will begin imme-
diate industrial action across this country —
because as long as these unjust laws are used to
threaten and intimidate construction workers like
Ark, this union will stand beside them and fight.”

In Queensland, a well-attended meeting of
the Building Trades Group of unions pledged
to fight the unjust industrial laws and resolved
to take immediate industrial action across
Queensland if Ark is jailed. The motion had
the support of all building unions, from the
political right and left, including the Builders
Labourers Federation, the Australian Workers
Union, the Australian Manufacturing Workers
Union, Electrical Trade Union, and the Plumbers
(CEPU) union.

As the hearing begins there will be rallies
in Adelaide, Sydney, Tasmania, and Melbourne.
In addition, construction workers from WA,
Queensland and the ACT will be travelling to
Adelaide to support Ark.

Safety breaches

The ABCC began pursuing Ark 18 months
ago, following a dispute over safety breaches at
the Flinders University site where he worked.
The union called in Safework SA which issued
prohibition notices and the company was then
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Poor families
face lights out

forced to address these issues. Ark had signed
a petition and voiced his concern over growing
safety issues on site.

After the dispute was over, when conditions
were safer, only then did the ABCC make its
appearance. Instead of tackling the employer
over breaches of the law, it set about an inquisi-
tion of union members on the site. This is classic
ABCC behaviour.

Under the federal government’s industrial
relations laws, construction workers like Ark
can be fined up to $22,000 each for stopping
work as well as be jailed for up to six months
for failing to comply with the ABCC’s demands.

Industry police force

The ABCC was set up by the Howard gov-
ernment under the dishonestly named Building
Construction Industry Improvement Act 2005
(BCII Act). It is a highly political, industry spe-
cific police force directed against trade unions
and militant workers in the industry. The Act
seeks to keep trade unions off building sites and
criminalise industrial action by building workers.

Its officers can be seen snooping around
major construction sites, summonsing innocent
workers to secret interrogation sessions and
then laying charges if they fail to comply. If
an employer calls the ABCC to remove a trade
union official from a workplace, it responds
with incredible speed. ABCC officers have
been seen running around building sites pulling
down Eureka flags and removing union stick-
ers and posters — all in the name of countering
“lawlessness” in the industry.

At the same time they turn a blind eye to
the criminal acts of employers that cost lives
and see thousands of workers injured every year.
Employers are able to act with impunity, know-
ing that if the union steps in when occupational
health and safety laws are breached or workers
are underpaid or cheated of their entitlements,
they will have the protection of the ABCC.

“With its coercive powers and ideological
targeting of construction workers, the ABCC
plays a political game rather than a useful
or meaningful role in the industry,” CFMEU
Construction & General Division national sec-
retary Dave Noonan said. The union is calling
for the abolition of the ABCC.

“The fact that an ordinary building worker
is currently being dragged through the courts

Rally to end
siege of Gaza
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Ark Tribe with his son marching in Sydney on May Day this year.

like a common criminal shows clearly why the
ABCC must go. Ark Tribe is accused of noth-
ing more than attending a meeting about safety
issues on site. By standing tall and not dobbing
on his mates, he now faces the real prospect of
imprisonment,” Dave Noonan said.

Dirty work for bosses

The ABCC cannot be accused of being idle.
More than 150 people have been dragged in for
interviews. To date the courts have imposed
$2,094,900 in penalties ($706,800 suspended
depending on behaviour), in successful ABCC
cases.

It spends millions of dollars taking action to
keep elected union officials off work sites, away
from their members, and court actions aimed at
bankrupting building and construction unions.

budget

Israel’s security cannot
come at any price

The ABCC seems to have a bottomless
pocket as it pursues trade unions and workers
in the courts — at an average of around $1 mil-
lion for each case. The 2010-11 federal budget
allocates the ABCC $34 billion to continue its
dirty work for building companies.

The ABCC has failed to prosecute even one
employer for ripping off construction workers’
wages and entitlements, despite having the
responsibility to do so.

Employers have gone on the offensive mak-
ing the most of the ABCC and accompanying
legislation to shut trade unions out of work-
places, rob workers of their legal entitlements
and take short cuts on health and safety. As a
consequence building sites have become more
dangerous under its watch.

Continued on page 2

No more lip service
to equal pay
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World condemnation grows — lift the
blockade, justice for the Palestinians!

The sense of outrage felt internationally at the actions of Israeli
commandos aboard the ships of the Freedom Flotilla carrying aid
for Gaza last week is not dissipating. The government of Benjamin
Netanyahu is hitting out at growing condemnation with a campaign
involving the release of tightly edited and misinterpreted records
of the attack, misinformation and straight out lies. Sections of the
media, including Murdoch’s News Limited, have rallied to its side.
Unfortunately for Netanyahu, the situation created by the deaths
and injuries aboard the Mavi Marmara will not be glossed over with
aconcerted PR campaign. The focus is now squarely on the brutality
of the Israeli government’s blockade of Gaza and its thwarting of
the right of the Palestinian people to an independent homeland.

Massive protests have taken place all over the world. The attack
is also reinforcing recognition within Israel that the reckless actions
of the government are worsening the security of the country. On
the weekend, a march of 15,000 peace activists, including members
of the Communist Party of Israel, was held in Tel Aviv under the
slogan “The government is drowning us all”’. A spokesman for the
rally pointed out that “people are opposed to this government that
is driving us toward international isolation and war.”

The concerns are very real. The political right in Israel likes
to talk tough, to show no mercy and no regard for international
public opinion or even resolutions of the United Nations. “The
whole world is against us, we must defend ourselves” is its message
to the people of Israel and, for a long time, it has carried the day in
government. Now comes the realisation that actions flowing from
this mantra are threatening the very thing people sought to achieve
with the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 — a place where
the Jewish people could at last feel safe.

The death and suffering inflicted by the commandos has led
Turkey —a US ally and one of Israel’s few friends in the region — to
condemn the attack and to consider sending a military escort for
future aid convoys. It has caused closer bonds to be forged between
Turkey and Iran, who the Israeli government views as a declared
enemy. Egypt has opened its border with Gaza indefinitely, thereby
ending its involvement in the Gaza blockade. US Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton now describes the blockade as “untenable”.
US tolerance of the Israeli government’s frustration of the peace
process and real progress towards the establishment of a Palestinian
state is also becoming untenable.

The motives for the Israeli government’s stance on Gaza are now
in the spotlight. The blockade is claimed to be a means to prevent
the smuggling into the territory of rockets and other weapons that
could later be used to strike at Israel. With the interception of ships
carrying humanitarian aid, people can see it has been imposed
to make life impossibly hard in Gaza, to force its inhabitants to
overthrow the Hamas-led government. That is not happening. Last
week’s tragic events have also caused serious questions to be asked
about the judgement of the Israeli government and its fitness to
control a suspected nuclear arsenal.

Demands for Israel’s withdrawal to its pre-1967 borders
are getting louder. So, too, is the call for a halt to the building of
settlements on Palestinian land. The UN has called on the Israeli
government to allow a full, open, international commission of
inquiry into the attack on the Freedom Flotilla. Netanyahu is under
growing pressure to comply. The blockade of Gaza must be lifted
immediately.

The solidarity movement in Australia should support all of
these demands. It should also call on the Australian government
to take a strong diplomatic response including the expulsion of the
ambassador for Israel. The agreement allowing Israeli Defence
Force representation at Australian military colleges concluded in
March should be withdrawn. There must be no Australian Defence
Force participation in shared intelligence and training activities with
the Israeli military. The government should provide humanitarian
assistance and compensation to Australian participants in the
flotilla.

The track record of successive Australian governments on the
life and death issues faced by the Palestinian people is poor. The
current government will not act in a consistent and principled way
unless the current pressure for action can be increased.

June 9, 2010

PRESS FUND
The Prime Minister has decided to contribute a million dollars to the
Press Fund. What, you don’t believe me? Why not? After all, many
mass media publications offer equally dubious stories, virtually
every day. And look at our politicians! Mind you, Tony Abbott spoke
several true words recently — but then, that was only because he was
calling his own word into question. However, in order to untangle
the web of lies and half-truths we get smothered with, we rely on
contributions to the Press Fund from you, our wonderful supporters.
So please, if you possibly can, send us in something for the next
issue, because we really need your help. Many thanks to this week’s
supporters, as follows:

Rosemary Dunlop, in memory of Jack Child, $110
Brian Hawke $25, “Round Figure” $15, Mark Window $10
This week’s total $160 Progressive total: $2,370

Trade union rights on trial
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Workplace deaths on
rise

When the ABCC began its attack
on unions the number of building site
fatalities rose from 19 per annum in
2004-05 to 37 in 2006-07. On aver-
age 50 construction workers are
now Killed each year from work
related incidents and illnesses.

Howard lives on

The BCII Act 2005 was one of
the most pernicious pieces of Howard
legislation. Its provisions and Labor’s
subsequent amendments have been
condemned seven times by the
International Labour Organisation.

Howard’s Workplace Relations
Minister Kevin Andrews, in support-
ing the bill in 2005, said it “seeks
to implement a framework where
unlawful industrial action is not
tolerated and those taking such
action are brought to account for
their lawlessness.”

In addition to fines of $22,000
for workers and $110,00 for unions,
“parties who take unlawful action
may be ordered by a court to pay
substantial uncapped compensa-
tion to any person affected by the
unlawful industrial action,” Andrews
proudly announced.

“Unlawful action” is defined
as industrial action, right of entry,
activities related to membership
recruitment and the exercise of other
basic, internationally recognised trade
union rights.

In 2005, the Labor Party strongly
opposed the bill. Senator Penny
Wong, now a minister in the Rudd
government, said in opposition to the
bill that it “places further restrictions
upon employees and their unions from
exercising their right to strike, which
brings Australia into further breach
of the relevant International Labour
Organisation convention.”

“... we do not support the
denial of civil liberties to innocent
Australians simply because they work
in the building industry and simply

because this government wants to
target these workers,” Wong said.
“Criminal matters ought to be inves-
tigated by the police.”

Greg Combet, now a member
of the Rudd government, strongly
opposed the legislation when address-
ing the 2006 ACTU Congress as its
president: “We are fighting for the
future of our democracy, we are fight-
ing for the future of our kids, we are
fighting for a fair and just Australian
society...

“We will not be intimidated by
the Howard government, or their
friends in the business community.
And we will fight until we win. We
will see these laws repealed.”

“We are clear about our values,
and what we stand for. Our values
define who we are and what we are
fighting for,” Combet declared.

The Howard government was
thrown out with high expectations
in the trade union movement that the
new Labor government would honour
its promises to abolish the ABCC.

When moving legislation in
20009 to retain the ABCC by another
name within the framework of Fair
Work Australia, Labor’s Workplace
Relations Minister Julia Gillard
echoed Andrews’ attack on building
unions. She spoke about a “culture
of unlawful behaviour”, “the need
to drive cultural change”, “industrial
unlawfulness”, and accused some
unionists of engaging in “intimidation
and violence”.

... it meets our election promise
to keep a strong cop on the beat for
the benefit of the industry and the
economy,” Gillard said.

Labor’s amendments to the ABCC
tinker at the edges. They retain most
of its repressive, anti-worker, anti-
union features, including:

« the targeting of workers and
unions in a specific industry

« the outlawing of industrial action
with heavy fines and the threat
to individual workers and trade
unions and their officials of
multi-million dollar uncapped
damage claims by employers

« the right of entry restricted,

inhibiting unions from carrying
out their functions
the coercive interrogation
process — compulsory attendance
at interrogation sessions, now
quaintly called “examinations”
with the threat of six months’ jail
for non-compliance
denial of the basic right to remain
silent during interrogation.

(For more details of Rudd/Gillard
amendments see Guardian June 24,
2009.)

Abolish the ABCC

It is important that as many
people as possible take part in the
actions on June 15 to pressure the
government and build support for
Ark Tribe and the abolition of the
ABCC. Readers can lobby their MPs,
publicise the action and Ark Tribe’s
case through various media outlets
and social networks.

Building workers and their unions
are still clear about their values, and
what they stand for. They deserve
our full support. As Combet said:
“Qur values define who we are and
what we are fighting for.” This is a
fight for trade union rights, a fight for
democratic rights.

In the upcoming federal elections,
readers are urged to support parties
and independent candidates who will
fight for trade union rights and the
repeal of the ABCC legislation such
as the Communist Alliance and the
Australian Greens.

Actions

Adelaide: Rally supporting Ark
going to court. Starting at the
“Ark Tribe Embassy”, Victoria
Square, Adelaide at 8:15am.

Sydney: March of Solidarity
12pm, corner of Goulburn St
and Dixon Lane.

Tasmania: Parliament House
12pm.

Victoria: Tent Embassy, ABCC
Headquarters, 533 St. Kilda Rd,
Melbourne. &

Proudly presents

Leichhardt Town Hall
Opening: 7pm Friday 25 June
And all day Saturday, 26 June

police visited Leichhardt Library.

ALL WELCOME

More information: Miriam 0414 589 643
Email: hebronleichhardt@gmail.com

Leichhardt Friends of Hebron

AL KHALIL HEBRON:
A city under siege

An exhibition of photographs and information about the situation of
Palestinian refugees focusing on communities in and around Hebron

Can you imagine... being forced from your home, with little notice, and

never allowed to return? Palestinian refugees represent the longest-running
refugee situation in modern history and the question of Palestine remains
one of the core issues of the international arena.

In Refugee Week 2010, this exhibition is the background to a series of
activities designed to bring awareness of the issues into the public arena and
to raise funds to support a preschool for Palestinian children.

This is a revival of the exhibition scheduled for May 2008 but cancelled the
morning of its scheduled opening after counter-terror agents from the NSW

Strange Birds in Paradise —
A West Papuan Story,

has been accepted into
competition at the Sydney
Film Festival. This will be the
Australian Premiere screening!

6 pm Thursday June 10

Event Cinema 9
505-525 George Street,
Sydney

For bookings: tix.sff.org.au

For more info on the film:
www.strangebirds.com.au
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Poor families face lights out

Peter Mac

Australian state governments are
about to introduce a new national
energy law that will allow them
to disconnect the rapidly rising
number of consumers who are too
poor to pay their power bills.

In the last financial year there
has been a sharp increase in the
number of complaints to state
ombudsmen concerning corporations
that have overcharged consumers, or
disconnected them rather than offering
alternative repayment plans. In NSW
the number of complaints rose by
47 percent, in South Australia by 63
percent, and in Queensland they rose
almost fourfold.

In Victoria the State Ombudsman
Fiona McLeod commented: “There is
a growing hardship issue. More and
more Australians are going to the
energy ombudsman because they are
unable to sort out credit and arrears
issues with their utility companies,
and need help”.

Electricity consumers in general
are about to be hit by a second energy
“whammy”. Despite assertions to
the contrary from state and federal
governments, financial hardship from
rising interest rates, unemployment
and under-employment increased
during the global financial crisis.
Moreover, families will now face
a series of rate increases by energy
corporations and authorities.

In Queensland and NSW

electricity rates will rise by 13
percent from July 1. Other price hikes
will follow in NSW, to a total of 42
percent over three years. Power bills
will rise by five percent next financial
year in South Australia and by 16-25
percent in Western Australia over the
next three years.

Ineffective protection

The proposed national consumer
energy law will be tabled for
discussion at the national Ministerial
Council on Energy this week. The
legislation says that energy suppliers
cannot disconnect consumers who
are unable to pay heir energy bills
(it describes them as “hardship
customers”) unless they have been
offered two alternative payment
plans and the customer has rejected
the plans or has still failed to pay up.

However, Ms McLeod wants
the Victorian government to
prohibit power corporations from
disconnecting supplies until they have
resolved any complaints lodged by
the consumer.

Moreover, consumer and welfare
organisations say that energy is an
essential human requirement, and that
the legislation is inadequate to protect
consumers. The Australian Council on
Social Service (ACOSS) has stated:
“Anyone can end up in hardship, even
temporarily — you lose your job, you
get sick, your partner dies. Rather
than be disconnected, you should have
some assistance to help you pay it off.

No consumer should be disconnected
solely due to an incapacity to pay”.

Regarding the proposed
legislation, ACOSS commented: “The
current wording does not guarantee
that the most vulnerable people in
our community are protected from
disconnection”.

And that’s not all. The Consumer
Action Law Centre says that penalties
imposed on energy corporations under
the new energy consumer legislation
are so low that they will actually make
it more profitable for the corporations
to break the law than obey it.

The Centre’s Director of Policy
and Campaigns, Nicole Rich, noted;”
Awustralia’s energy providers turn over
billions of dollars in profit every year.
To think that a maximum possible
penalty of $100,000 — which could
only be imposed if a government
agency wins a lengthy court battle — is
going to deter them from breaching
consumer protection laws is about as
logical as thinking that a rubber duck
could stop a freight train.”

The energy rate rises are typical of
the profit-obsessed grasping behaviour
of private corporations intent on
ramping up power rates to the point
of profit maximisation. Victoria’s
energy sector has been privatised,
One might have expected better of
the NSW power authorities, but the
NSW government is proceeding
with the sale of the energy retail
businesses, which will leave only the
power generation facilities in public

hands. The overall trend is for state
governments to either privatise their
power organisations or to treat them
as though they already have been, so
that they will be a tempting prospect
for a potential purchaser.

The state governments should be
retaining or taking over the various
state energy authorities; implementing
a fast program of conversion to
renewable energy production;
implementing new regulations that
offer real protection to consumers;

initiating a program of energy
conservation for both household and
industrial energy consumers; and
establishing multiple small electricity
grids. That would certainly obviate the
need for massive rate rises.

But that’s not the way that either
of the major parties want to go. It
looks as though we will have to
convert our governments to a totally
different form, in order to convert our
energy facilities to low cost, clean
and highly efficient production. &

Unanswered questions on Barangaroo

The following is an abridged
version of a statement by the
Barangaroo Action Group (BAG),
which opposes replacement of
the award-winning scheme for
reuse of Barangaroo, the old
Patrick stevedoring site in Sydney,
with a scheme proposed by Lend
Lease.

Barangaroo is approximately the
same size as the area between
Sydney’s Martin Place, George
Street, Pitt Street and Circular
Quay, with almost a kilometre
of foreshores. In 2003 the NSW
government launched a world-wide
design contest for redeveloping it
with parkland, commercial and
residential uses.

An Australian group led by
architects Hill Tallis won the com-
petition. However, in 2009 the
government announced that in con-
junction with Lend Lease it would

proceed with a design that differed
radically from the award-winning
design and the planning framework.
The building volumes were almost
doubled, with footprints larger and
much closer to the water. Building
heights exceeded planning height
controls and a 60-storey hotel at the
end of a 150-metre pier halved the
Darling Harbour entry. The major
buildings were to be built first, with
the risk of “creeping development”
and diminution of the park and
headland, which were to be built
later.

The Hill Thalis group was then
excluded from further involvement,
and four years after the award the
winning design was dumped in
favour of a Lend Lease proposal.

Lack of openness and account-
ability have raised fears that
the development will be pushed
through with inadequate public dis-
closure and involvement. Website

information on the Lend Lease
proposal has been scant and dif-
ficult to access. All the tickets for
the proposal’s public launch were
distributed before the launch was
announced. The proposal was only
on exhibition for 44 hours.

The Barangaroo Delivery
Authority is in charge of the site’s
development. Its functions are to
promote and organise the area’s
use and economic development,
including infrastructure provision
and management; to promote and
organise cultural, educational,
residential, commercial, transport,
tourist and recreational facilities
and pubic use and enjoyment of the
Headland park and public domain
and encourage their public use and
enjoyment; and to promote sustain-
able and innovative development
to best environmental and planning
standards.

Former PM Paul Keating, who

Pete’s Corner
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chairs the design excellence review
panel, champions the Lend Lease
plan.

The NSW government is now
facing serious damages claims
from its last three disastrous public/
private projects, the Cross City
Tunnel, the Lane Cove Tunnel and
the Sydney Metro. Its finances
are in serious disarray, but it is
gambling on a huge new high-risk
development, involving invasion
of harbour waters by an immense
hotel and the wanton demolition
of the seawall and Millers Point
headland for questionable aesthetic
benefits and unspecified, unwar-
ranted costs

The competition-winning
scheme proposed an inalienable,
continuous shoreline, with clear
street connections opening to the
waterfront park. The Lend Lease
scheme appropriates the shoreline,
turns it into development sites and
retail opportunities, reduces the
streets to mean and contorted drive-
ways feeding into private court-
yards, and offers the homogeneity
of a shopping mall or business park.

Instead of an inclusive area
open to all, the proposal promotes
privilege and exclusion for use of
the offices and hotel.

The new Metro train sys-
tem that was supposed to serve
Barangaroo has been cancelled. The
new light rail solution will not be
able to transport a fraction of the
expected passengers to Barangaroo

each day. Nor will the wharves. The
entry to Darling Harbour is already
at capacity at peak times and the
hotel pier will halve the harbour
entry width.

Barangaroo’s current ocean
liner berth, which provides easy
access to the city, was preserved
in the award-winning entry but has
been moved to nearby White Bay
under the Lend Lease plan.

The proposed pier may constrict
tidal flow and lead to stagnation.
The proposal to cut into the sea
walls to create narrow inlets will
result in the capture of debris and
may increase the current level of
chemical pollution from the former
Darling Harbour industrial sites.

Finally, buildings on the
Western side of Darling Harbour
are currently in shadow early in
winter mornings. The proposed
Lend Lease buildings will worsen
the problem, and winter overshad-
owing may continue until 10am.

N B: In rejecting the Lend
Lease scheme the competition jury
referred to “implementation of a
number of mega projects” and “a
privatised foreshore domain”.

Former Builders Labourers
Federation secretary and long time
environmental activist Jack Mundey
commented bluntly: “ I was one
of the contest judges and feel the
current plan bears no resemblance
to the concept we unanimously
approved”. ©

Perth

Perth Tango Club,

5th Latin American Film Festival in Australia

All films screened 7pm Friday evenings until August 6
Next film screening June 11: The 2 Sons of Francisco (Brazil)

Lesser Hall 82 Cambridge Street West Leederville Perth WA 6007
08 9271 0555  www.perthtangoclub.com

FREE ENTRY
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Opposition to return of
work for rations

Peter Inverway, a Gurindji worker
from Kalkaringi says Gurindji peo-
ple are being forced to work up to
30 hours per week for Centrelink
entitlements. Half of the entitle-
ments are quarantined on the
Basics Card as part of the govern-
ment’s Community Development
Employment Program (CDEP).
This is a new measure of the
Northern Territory Intervention.
Inverway has been doing construc-
tions work for the past 11 weeks
on the CDEP scheme, converting
an old power station into an Art
Centre, Inverway told the ABC.

“l was working on [a] construc-
tion site. Working hard for up to
30 hours per week and maybe just
getting $4 an hour on Basics Card.
But just like working for rations like
our people have done in the past. If
we don’t work then they’ll cut our
Centrelink.”

Kalkaringi has a special sig-
nificance because it is the same site
of the famous workers Wave Hill
Walk-off, which won equal wages
and Land Rights for Gurindji people

which are now being lost through
the Intervention. Lucy Honan from
Melbourne’s Anti-Intervention
Collective, the group organising
Peter’s speaking tour in Melbourne
states:

“As part of the Northern Territory
Intervention, Aboriginal people have
had their welfare quarantined, their
land ‘compulsorily acquired’ and
government business managers placed
in control of their communities.
Community-run programs have been
cut, and along with them thousands
of jobs for Aboriginal people. Work
for rations is the next attempt to make
life in remote communities impossible
and to assimilate Aboriginal people.”

Mr Inverway is in Melbourne in
the lead up to the third anniversary
of the NT Intervention to meet with
unionists, expose the resentment of
Aboriginal workers who have been
forced back on to the ration card
system, and speak on life under the
Northern Territory Intervention which
has been expanded under Minister
Jennie Macklin.

Macklin originally denied

knowledge of the exploitation of
CDEP workers. When questioned
on Mr Inverway’s situation at the
Long Walk in Melbourne on May
22 she stated that “no-one on CDEP
has their income quarantined”. This
demonstrates that Macklin is compla-
cent about the real effects of the NT
Intervention she has been overseeing
since taking over from the Liberal
government.

Peter Inverway will be speaking
at a public meeting in Melbourne
onJune 11 at 6:30pm, Trades
Hall, Carlton.

Melbourne Anti-Intervention
Collective are holding a picket

of the FaHCSIA (Indigenous
Affairs) office at Casselden Place,
corner Lonsdale and Spring
Streets, Melbourne, at 12 midday
on Friday June 18, to mark

the third anniversary of the NT
Intervention.

More information:

Lucy Honan 0404728104 &

Equal wages and Land Rights for Gurindji people are now being lost
through the Intervention.

Tragic death followed
by threats and
Intimidation

The Australian Manufacturing
Workers’ Union (AMWU) is
mourning the tragic loss of a
young worker’s life, after he was
involved in a single vehicle accident
and passed away whilst driving to
work at Worsley Alumina in Collie,
Western Australia.

AMWU members, many of
whom had driven past the accident
scene, were dismayed to learn of
the death of their co-worker.

Supervisors on the site said
the workers could take sick leave
that day if they deemed themselves
incapable to work.

After this offer of authorised
absence was made, workers leav-
ing the site were threatened and
told their leave would be viewed
as unprotected industrial action
and they would be pursued by the
company. This threat was reiterated
by the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.

AMWU WA secretary Steve
McCartney said the action of the
company was disgraceful.

“Grieving co-workers were
relieved when they were told that
they would be allowed to take
sick leave, but they were horri-
fied to discover as they left the site
minutes later that they would be

prosecuted for taking unprotected
industrial action,” he said.

The AMWU immediately
demanded that contractors and
the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry cease their threats and
allow the workers to grieve and
take authorised sick leave, as origi-
nally promised.

“BHP offered employees the
chance to sit in the smoko sheds
all day and match the workers
donations to the deceased work-
ers family. This was an attempt
to bribe workers to sit idle all day
instead of letting them take leave to
go home and properly grieve,” Mr
McCartney said.

Workers were forced to walk
along the side of the road on route
to Collie because the contractor
refused to provide the workers with
transport back to town.

“This is an industrial rela-
tions system gone mad. Workers
who have taken legitimate sick
leave should not be threatened
and bullied by employers or their
representatives.”

AMWU members at Worsley
Alumina will donate their Project
Incentive Payment from their
wages to the family of their
co-worker. &

Sydney

Worker faces six months in jalil
Solidarity with Ark Tribe

Assemble behind Sydney Trades Hall
Cnr of Bathurst and Dixon St, Sydney
12 Noon Tuesday June 15
March to the ABCC
www.rightsonsite.org.au

Australian unions condemn
ald convoy deaths

Australian unions have condemned
the killing of nine people and
wounding of an Australian citizen
aboard an aid convoy bound for
Gaza. ACTU President Sharan
Burrow said the incident was an
outrage and the blockade of Gaza
should be lifted.

“A full, open and independent
inquiry is needed to establish the
precise details of what took place
when armed Israeli soldiers boarded
vessels in the convoy, which was
organised to bring supplies to Gaza,”
Ms Burrow said.

“Those responsible for violations

of international law must be brought
to justice.”

Ms Burrow said Australian unions
expressed their deepest condolences
to the families of those who lost their
lives, and hoped that the wounded,
including an Australian shot in the
leg, would have a full recovery.

She said it was also unaccept-
able that an Australian journalist
and photographer along with other
Awustralian citizens had been detained
and threatened with deportation.

She welcomed the strong condem-
nation of the attack by the Australian
government.

“This appalling development
underlines once again that violence
and confrontation will not bring
peace and justice to Palestinians and
Israelis,” Ms Burrow said. “The only
acceptable way forward is through
negotiation based on a commitment
on all sides to renounce violence.

“Meeting a humanitarian convoy
with military force is unacceptable.”

Ms Burrow said the ACTU sup-
ported a call by the international union
movement for an end to the blockade
of Gaza to bring an end to the ongoing
humanitarian crisis there. &

Let nurses fix aged care

The Australian Nursing Federation
(ANF) assistant secretary Lee
Thomas said newly emerged
claims of nursing home neglect
highlighted the importance of
continued government reform in
the aged care sector.

“Reform has begun, but these
disturbing allegations are a harsh
reminder that it is imperative
Awustralia acts quickly to protect
its most vulnerable citizens,” Ms
Thomas said.

“We need enough staff with the
right skills to look after residents,
many of who have complex needs.
We also need to pay aged care nurs-
es competitive wages in order to

encourage them to remain or enter
the aged care sector.”

Ms Thomas said while there
were some calls for more doctors in
aged care, this was not the complete
answer.

“It’s nurses who look after frail
elderly residents. Nurse practition-
ers and registered nurses can offer
a range of health management and
procedural services to patients in
a fast and effective manner that
is greatly beneficial. Let’s attract
and retain this highly valuable
workforce.”

The ANF has been pursuing
the Because We Care campaign to
improve wages and conditions in

Take Action

FQUAL PAY DAY

aged care including improvement
in staffing numbers and licensing of
all workers in the sector.

“Many nursing homes have
only one nurse for every 30
residents. In some cases it’s worse
with one nurse for every 60 or 90
residents. And this situation is only
going to worsen,” she said.

The ANF says the current
reforms are very welcome but that
there is still a long way to go to
complete the reform.

“We need the right number of
staff with the right skills so that
there are enough nurses and person-
al care assistants to look after each
and every resident.” &

Thursday
11am June 10

SYDNEY Town Hall,
George Street

More info:
www.payup.org.au
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Rally to end S|ege of Gaza

In Sydney, around 5,000 people took part in the rally in Town Hall
Square and march through the city streets on Saturday June 5. Arab
(including Palestinian and Lebanese), Turkish, Muslim, Jewish,
Christian, trade union, communist and other political and community
organisations participated along with many individuals, all united in
their demand for the blockade of Gaza to cease.

Speakers called on the Australian government to break diplomatic and
trade ties with Israel until it abides by international law. Emotions were high
and the rally loud as speakers led chants against Israel’s brutal treatment
of Palestinians and disregard for international law.

Speakers came from a range of organisations reflecting the breadth of
participation and organisations sponsoring the protest. NSW secretary of the
Construction Division of the CFMEU pledged the support of his union for
the Palestinian people. He made the point that their freedom would not be
won by rockets, but by political actions. This requires ongoing hard work.

“We have to realise that Israel has money and weapons but we have
the people.”

Greens NSW MP Silvia Haile reported that a resolution from the
Greens in the NSW Upper House condemning the blockade, the murders
and detention of participants in the flotilla was defeated. Both Liberal and
Labor opposed it.

Other speakers included Palestinian activist Bashir Sawalha, Sheikh
Taj EI-Din Hamid Hilaly from the Lakemba Mosque and representatives
of the Turkish and Arab organisations. &
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Around 400 people marched through the streets of Perth and rallied outside the US consulate
on Saint Georges Tce, Perth to condemn the Israeli attacks on the Freedom Flotilla on Sunday.

Protesters defied police warnings to move as the rally spilled across the road from the
steps of the US consulate. The speakers included senators Louise Pratt from the ALP and
Scott Ludlam from the Greens.

The rally called on the Australian government to cut all ties with Israel until it complies
with international law to stop the siege on Gaza. Gaza has been completely blockaded by Israel
for more than three years imprisoning 1.5 million people in their own land without access to
essentials like clean drinking water, building materials, health essentials or adequate food.

The blockade makes the living conditions more unbearable for the Palestinian people in
the wake of the 23-day long bombardment that cost 1,400 lives back on December 27, 2008
as it prevents them from being able to access the resources needed to rebuild their homes
and put food on the table.

Peace activists aboard the Freedom Flotilla were trying to break this inhumane blockade
imposed by Israel in violation of international law.

On Monday May 31 Israeli commandos assaulted the Freedom Flotilla in international
waters in an act of criminal piracy and on June 5 even after widespread International con-
demnation, made a repeat raid on the Rachel Corrie carrying 1,000 tonnes of aid to the
Palestinian people.

As a result nine people, eight Turkish nationals and one American were assassinated on
May 31 and dozens were injured. Israel then kidnapped and incarcerated between 600 and
700 hundred pacifists who were then deported to neighbouring countries. However, reports
from released prisoners talk about many more missing so the number of killed may actually
increase.

The international community has condemned the state terrorism practised by Israel but
in reality Israel is backed up by the US and the EU governments who have either abstained
or voted against a resolution on Israel at the UN Human Rights Commission.

So the peoples of the world must continue to press on against Israel until the people of
Palestine are free. &

There was a protest in the NSW coastal town of Byron Bay
on Sunday, part of the global protest happening. Twenty three
signatures were collected on a letter to Prime Minister Rudd.

Photo: Chen Wang
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| don’t write poems but, in any case, poems are not poems

Long ago, | was made to understand that Palestine was not Palestine;

| was also informed that Palestinians were not Palestinians;

They also explained to me that ethnic cleansing was not ethnic cleansing.
And when naive old me saw freedom fighters

they patiently showed me that they were not freedom fighters, and that resistance was not resistance.

And when, stupidly, | noticed arrogance, oppression and humiliation

they benevolently enlightened me so | can see that arrogance was not arrogance,

oppression was not oppression, and humiliation was not humiliation.
| saw misery, racism, inhumanity and a concentration camp.

But they told me that they were experts

in misery, racism, inhumanity and concentrations camps

and | have to take their word for it:

this was not misery, racism, inhumanity and a concentration camp.
Over the years they've taught me so many things:

invasion was nhot invasion, occupation was not occupation,
colonialism was not colonialism and apartheid was not apartheid...
They opened my simple mind to even more complex truths

that my poor brain could not on its own compute like:
“having nuclear weapons” was not :*having nuclear weapons”,

“not having weapons of mass destruction” was “having weapons of mass destruction”.

And, democracy (in the Gaza strip) was not democracy.
Having second class citizens (in Israel) was democracy.

So you'll excuse me if I am not surprised to learn today that there were more things that | thought were

evident that are not:
peace activists are not peace activists, piracy is not piracy,
the massacre of unarmed people is not the massacre of unarmed people.
I have such a limited brain and my ignorance is unlimited.
And they're so fucking intelligent. Really.

Ghassan Hage

APARTHEID: Wrong in South Africa
Wrong in Palestine

Free Palestine

Boycott Israel

“we know too well that our freedom is incomplete
without the freedom of the Palestinians.”

- Nelson Mandela
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A Budget for the people

The main focus of recent federal budgets
was on economic recovery for the corporate
sector. This year’s budget focuses on wiping
out the budget deficit that was created by
the government’s stimulus packages and
returning the budget to a surplus. Treasurer
Wayne Swan proudly announced that he was
leaving it to the “markets” (financial and
corporate sector) for ongoing recovery and
economic growth. The government’s stimu-
lus packages were temporary measures;
they did not interrupt or interfere with its
on going neo-liberal agenda of privatisation
and deregulation.

The media debate and commentary focused
on the budget’s details, not the main thrust or
underlying principles of the budget as though
there was no real alternative. There is an alter-
native — a budget where private profits are not
the priority — a people’s budget which puts the
interests of the people and the planet first.

The most important priority in a people’s
budget is the security of working people, their
families, the unemployed and pensioners.
Security is not achieved by spending billions
on weapons, military might, slashing corporate
taxes or privatising everything that can turn a
profit. It is ensuring that people enjoy basic
human rights — jobs, housing, food, health
services, education, basic utilities, transport and
work and live in a safe, healthy and sustainable
environment.

People’s needs must replace private profit
as the main motive and driving force of the
economy and society.

When the Hawke/Keating Labor govern-
ment embarked on its neo-liberal agenda in the
mid-1980s, company taxation was 46 cents in
the dollar, there was no GST and government
enterprises made a significant contribution to
budget income. Universities and TAFE were
free and publicly owned and run, private schools
received less federal funding than state schools..
Privatisation was a dirty word and the introduc-
tion of Medicare provided access to quality
health care through bulkbilling.

Labor set about a gradual, long-term, neo-
liberal transformation in the role of government,
revenue raising and service provision, which
continued under the Howard Coalition govern-
ment and is now being advanced by the Rudd
Labor government. What was known as the wel-
fare state is being wound back and replaced by
so-called “self-provision” and “market forces”.
Education and health are being privatised and
turned into commodities to be bought and sold
in highly competitive market places.

What needs to be done

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA)
is calling for a halt to all privatisation and
deregulation and for the government to step in
to take control of the financial sector, includ-
ing re-regulation of interest rates, currency and
capital flows.

The development of the economy should
be planned; this includes infrastructure, use
of non-renewable resources, development of
renewable energy sources and other measures
to counter climate change.

There are many pressing infrastructural
needs which are being contracted out to the
private sector or totally neglected. The govern-
ment should as a priority expand the rail freight
system, improve urban and rural water supply
systems as well as developing alternative sus-
tainable energy.

Public first

The state has a responsibility for the provi-
sion of universally accessible, quality public
services, including social welfare, health care
and education.

The federal government now gives private
schools twice the funding that it gives state
schools, yet state schools have twice as many
students. This funding to private schools should
be wound back and the income transferred to
the public system. A good education should be
a right, not a privilege and every child should
have access to free, secular education in a state
school.

Education should be free from pre-school
right through to TAFE and university, fully
funded and provided by the public sector.
Childcare should be provided by govern-
ment and community organisations and made
affordable and accessible through government
subsidies and the provision of more centres
where they are needed. There is a conflict of
interest between providing quality childcare
and childcare for profit which has a negative
impact on children and staff.

The present process of privatisation and
focus on hospitals as the centre of health care
needs to be turned around. The public health sys-
tem is in need of restructuring so that emphasis
is given to primary and preventative health care.

Dental and mental health should be an
integral part of Medicare. The private health
insurance rebate and other public subsidies of
the private hospital system should be phased
out and redirected to the public health system
and aged care. Wages and working conditions
of nurses and other staff in public hospitals,
nursing homes and community care should be
raised, recognising their level of professional
skills and thus attracting more to return and
enter this important area of work.

People’s Bank

The government is missing out on tens of
billions of dollars in profits because of its priva-
tisation of the Commonwealth Bank, Telstra, and
other services and agencies. The CPA is calling
for an expansion of the public sector which has
the means to offer permanent employment, a
long history of providing apprenticeships and is
far less costly and more efficient because of the
elimination of layers of profit. The development
of infrastructure projects by the public sector
means more jobs for the same investment and
better quality outcomes.

In particular it is calling for the establish-
ment of a state owned insurance company and a
People’s Bank, based on strong and democratic
social charters. Competition from state institu-
tions would force the private sector to slash
fees and offer fairer interest rates and better
insurance products.

National superannuation
scheme

All workers have a right to security in retire-
ment. The CPA also calls for the establishment
of a national public superannuation fund that
provides defined retirement income (regular
fortnightly payments based on contributions)
over and above the age pension, guaranteed by
government. Workers and retirees would be able
to rollover their existing funds into this fund
on a voluntary basis. The fund’s investments
would be directed towards social needs such

as public housing, public transport and public
infrastructure or government bonds.

Social welfare

The single unemployment benefit of $231 a
week — only 40 percent of the minimum wage
and two thirds of the age pension — is an absolute
disgrace. No one can live on such a pittance with
any dignity. All benefits and pensions should be
raised, and the unemployed should receive the
same rate as those on sickness and age pensions.
The present lower rate for the unemployed is
punitive; it blames the victim of the system for
being unemployed.

Funding

The government has had no trouble find-
ing billions of dollars for corporate tax cuts or
increases in the military budget. There is no
shortage of money to carry out far-reaching
reforms. It is a question of ideological and
political priorities how income is raised and
distributed. At present the focus is on safe-
guarding and boosting private profits, not on
people’s needs and the public sector. Budget
deficits and government debt are not crimes
as the neo-liberals would have us believe. The
key issue is that the debt is manageable and the
money borrowed is put to sound use.

The most important source of government
income is through income taxes. Over the past
25 years there has been a flattening of marginal
rates with the biggest tax cuts given to those
on the highest incomes. This has made the
system more regressive. The CPA advocates a
progressive tax system based on ability to pay
with an increase in marginal rates for those on
high incomes.

The GST is an extremely regressive tax,
with the most wealthy and the poorest paying the
same rate in the dollar — 10 percent — on goods
and services. It should be abolished.

Corporate taxes should be raised from their
present 30 percent, not further lowered. Negative
gearing and dividend imputation should be
phased out and serious steps taken to close the
many tax loopholes and corporate welfare that
see large corporations paying an effective tax
rate of less than 20 cents in the dollar. In par-
ticular, the concept of a super profits tax should
be extended to cover all industries.

As the government points out, the non-
renewable resources belong to the people who
should share the benefits from them. The best
way to do that is to focus on royalties, not by
abolishing royalties. Royalties are based on
volume of production not the declared profits
of cooked corporate books.

Indigenous Australians, the original own-
ers of this wealth, are entitled to a significant
share of it, which they should be able to use
and control to improve their living conditions.

The introduction of a higher rate of tax
or special tax on super profits should be
applied to businesses over a certain size in
all industries.

There are other potential sources of income
— as already mentioned the abolition of the
private health insurance rebate and abolition
of state aid to private schools could be used to
solve problems in the public health and educa-
tion systems.

There is huge potential for income from a
national state-owned People’s Bank and insur-
ance company. A national superannuation fund
could provide billion of additional dollars for
public infrastructure spending. Private and

LT “ - 4:"

SN CliRrer

i

A
A -

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) campaigns fol
jobs, housing, food, health services, education, basic L
and sustainable environment.
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industry funds should also be obliged to deposit
a certain percentage of their funds in government
bonds and public infrastructure. This would be
of benefit to society and provide sound, stable
investments for workers’ savings.

Cut military spending

The CPA calls for a total revamp of military
spending away from its present offensive nature
as an arm of the US military to that of genuine
defence. An immediate reduction of 10 percent
would free up $3 billion per annum. Refocusing
on peace and security could result in savings to
the tune of $10-15 billion or more per annum.
This money could be put back into the economy,
instead of on US weaponry and overseas wars,

People’s needs must replace private profit
motive and driving force of the economy al
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~a world where people enjoy basic human rights —
itilities, transport and work and live in a safe, healthy

would create demand for goods and services
and create many thousands more jobs than the
building of a few submarines. They would be
permanent jobs.

A People’s Budget based on the above
proposals would provide the basis for economic
recovery for the people and improve overall liv-
ing standards. Of course, it cannot bring a halt
to the boom-crisis-recession-recovery phases of
the production cycle. This cycle is a systemic
feature of capitalism, and has only ever been
and can only ever be eliminated by socialism.
The forthcoming federal elections provide an
opportunity to begin building a political alter-
native in parliament, including the election of
communist candidates. &
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ABC self-censors

Jake Lynch

When the ABC decides it can’t even show a
documentary about the Middle East that is
pro-peace, it’s clearly failing to do its job.
Here is an interesting sentence from the
ABC’s Editorial Policy:

“By pushing the boundaries, the ABC
stimulates and develops creative new con-
tent... which [may] challenge some commu-
nity sensibilities but also contributes to the
diversity of content in the media”.

That’s in the latest version of the ABC’s
policy, from 2009. A previous version was
pithier: the corporation “seeks to be a pace-
setter in community discussion... impartiality
should not mean endorsing the status quo”.

They are indeed fine words: but there is
a yawning gap between words and actions.
After years of political interference and
intimidation — intensified under Howard as
public broadcasting was seen as an enemy
in the culture wars — a survival instinct has
been inculcated in ABC executives, one that
exploits such provisions as a labyrinth of
hidey-holes, a refuge from inconvenient calls
to live up to their principles.

The latest dash for cover was prompted
by a documentary, Hope in a Slingshot, by a
young Australian film-maker, Inka Stafrace.
It showcases grassroots peace initiatives, and
the perspectives of human rights campaign-
ers, in the Israel-Palestine conflict — including
Palestinians, Israelis and internationals. There
are some memorable sequences, especially
when the camera follows activists as they
defend Palestinian farmers against armed
Jewish settlers from one of Israel’s illegal
colonies in the occupied West Bank.

I know this because | have watched the
film, on a DVD supplied by Inka herself. It
has also been shown to small audiences in
a few public screenings, but | believe it is
worthy of wider attention. Others agree: the
rights were acquired by a production com-
pany, Ronin Films, and offered to the ABC,
who obviously liked it because they made a
formal offer to buy it and screen it. But that
offer was then abruptly withdrawn, follow-
ing a personal intervention by the Head of
Television, Kim Dalton.

According to Dalton, writing in a letter
to Ronin’s managing director, Andrew Pike,
Hope in a Slingshot is “an opinion program”
about a “contentious” subject. For the ABC
to air it would incur an obligation, as required
by Clause 6.6.3 of its Editorial Policies, to
broadcast another program to “balance” it.
Because producers had “not been able to
access content which would put an alterna-
tive view”, Dalton continued, the plan to run
Inka’s film would have to be scrapped.

As Greens Senator Scott Ludlam pointed
out, that logic seems to require that the ABC
broadcast a pro-war program to balance one
in favour of peace.

Dalton’s attitude is tediously familiar
to those of us who have tried to invoke the
ABC’s public service obligations to get
fairer coverage of other issues. Clause 5.2.2
(e) states: “Balance will be sought [and]
achieved as soon as reasonably practicable
and in an appropriate manner ... As far as
possible, present principal relevant views on
matters of importance”.

That should also mean regularly airing
the widespread view among Australians,
revealed by several opinion polls over
recent years, that we should stop fighting
the war in Afghanistan and pull our troops
out — not uncritically, of course, but aired
and tested. And it should mean the majority
of Australians who — according to a poll last
year by the Australian National University —
now oppose further rises in “defence” spend-
ing, also get a chance to put their case.

Apparently not. A complaint made by me
— using the corporation’s formal procedures
— that these views were conspicuous by their
absence from the ABC’s output, was rejected.
ABC executives are able to do this because
they have, on the quiet, come up with a

L over Israel

A journey through the
underbelly of the
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Hope in a Slingshot
showcases grassroots
peace initiatives, and the
perspectives of human
rights campaigners, in the
Israel-Palestine conflict.

Palestine by Israel.
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a film by INKA STAFRACE

sneaky little device to exempt themselves
from having to abide by these obligations.
It’s done using a statement of seven so-called
“news values”, drawn up by a management
committee in 2008. One of those news values
is “prominence”, which guides the ABC’s
decisions on how and what to cover accord-
ing to the “[s]tatus, power of the information
source, or of the individuals or institutions
involved in the event”.

For example, the Leader of the
Opposition is of equal news value to the
Prime Minister, so when they disagree, the
differing views must be reported. When they
agree, as on the issues mentioned here, then
no such obligation exists — unless an expo-
nent for the countervailing opinion can be
found, of comparable fame, status and power.
As a result, the cosy bipartisan consensus of
front-bench politics over the “security” agen-
da is safely insulated from having to justify
itself against other views.

So it has been with Australia’s generally
one-sided approach, under governments of
both parties, to the Israel-Palestine conflict.
Hope in a Slingshot shows the consequences,
for Palestinians, of living under Israel’s
illegal military occupation of their terri-
tory. This last phrase is very simple, and it’s
one in which every word is in keeping with
international law, but you are very unlikely
to hear it in Australian broadcast news. Over
at SBS, an internal memo last year tried to
forbid reporters from even using the words,
“Palestinian land”.

This, in fact, is precisely why broadcast-
ers need something like Inka’s film, because
it explores aspects of the conflict that are
vital to understanding day-to-day develop-
ments, but usually ignored in official political
exchanges. The occasional back-bencher who
raises them tends to get shouted down and
hounded out, as Julia Irwin, retiring MP for
Fowler, could tell you.

The ABC censorship is just one of sev-
eral sinister recent developments. Another
is the emergence of a group of academics,
led by the Monash Social Work lecturer,
Philip Mendes, who criticise what they call a
“fanatical form of pro-Palestinian orthodoxy”
on the university Left in Australia. The not-
so-hidden agenda is to demonise advocates
of human rights who argue that the conflict
should be seen through the prism of interna-
tional law, and to attempt to discredit such

advocates as racists because they are unwill-
ing to go along with Israeli (and, behind that,
US) exceptionalism.

Significant iterations of this campaign
include a tendentious scholarly article smear-
ing the journalism of John Pilger, and a
recent contribution to the Australian web-
site of the B’nai B’rith “Anti-Defamation
Commission”, in which Mendes accuses
advocates of a cultural and academic boycott
of Israel of “essentialising” all Israeli Jews as
being “racist oppressors of the Palestinians”.

In fact, the originators of the boycott call
go out of their way to distinguish between
individual Israelis and the institutional
links that are the campaign’s real target:
but Mendes is less interested in considering
evidence than in assigning labels. The group
seems to have ready access to the Australian
newspaper, in whose opinion columns
Mendes has accused boycott advocates of
belonging to the “loony Left”.

This strategy of implying that a heterodox
opinion is a sign of insanity is a well-worn
ploy of authoritarian regimes. Such tactics are
a menace to community discussion because
they narrow the borders of what the media
researcher, Daniel Hallin, called “legitimate
controversy”. The phrase arises from his
study of US media coverage of the Vietnam
war, a conflict that was at the time routinely
presented as vital to America’s interests, but
is now seen in retrospect as a massive waste
of life and resources, and a violation of inter-
national and humanitarian law.

Happily, such sober re-evaluations
against prevailing media slants may now
proceed more quickly, thanks to the profu-
sion of independent outlets like New Matilda
(www.newmatilda.com). By gaining access to
perspectives and versions of events routinely
excluded from the “mainstream”, we can see
round the sides of self-serving agendas of power,
despite the surrender by bureaucrats like Dalton
at the ABC in the face of thought police like
Mendes and the Israel Lobby. The bad news of
New Matilda’s passing must be matched with
a renewal of the same energy somewhere else.

One good first step would be to watch
Hope in a Slingshot for yourself — on
Saturday July 10 at the conference of the
International Peace Research Association,
which we are hosting at the University of
Sydney. &
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Israel’s security
cannot come at any price

Ben Saul

Israel’s response to the Gaza flo-
tilla is another unfortunate exam-
ple of Israel clothing its conduct
in the language of international
law while flouting it in practice.
If you believe Israeli government
spokesmen, Israel is metabolically
incapable of violating international
law, placing it alongside Saddam
Hussein’s Information Minister in
self-awareness.

Israel claims that paragraph 67(a)
of the San Remo Manual on Armed
Conflicts at Sea justified the Israeli
operation against the flotilla. (The
San Remo Manual is an authorita-
tive statement of international law
applicable to armed conflicts at sea.)

Paragraph 67(a) only permits
attacks on the merchant vessels of
neutral countries where they “are
believed on reasonable grounds to
be carrying contraband or breaching
a blockade, and after prior warning
they intentionally and clearly refuse
to stop, or intentionally and clearly
resist visit, search or capture”.

Israel argues that it gave due
warnings, which were not heeded.

What Israel conveniently omits
to mention is that the San Remo
Manual also contains rules governing
the lawfulness of the blockade itself,
and there can be no authority under
international law to enforce a block-
ade which is unlawful. Paragraph 102
of the Manual prohibits a blockade if
“the damage to the civilian population
is, or may be expected to be, excessive
in relation to the concrete and direct
military advantage anticipated from
the blockade”.

The background to that “propor-
tionality” rule is the experience of past
world wars where naval blockades
had devastating effects on civilian
populations.

There is little question that Israel’s
blockade of Gaza is disproportionate
in legal terms. The proportionality
rule requires an assessment of the
military advantage against the harmful
effects on civilians. Israel claims that
the blockade is necessary to prevent
Hamas from mounting indiscriminate
rocket attacks on Israeli civilians.

Such attacks were well document-
ed by the UN’s Goldstone Report and
are a serious security threat to Israel.
Israel has every right to protect its
civilians from indiscriminate terrorist
attacks by Hamas.

The proportionality principle
requires, however, that Israel’s
security cannot come at any price.
A balancing of interests is necessary
to ensure that civilians should not
pay too dearly for the security needs
of others.

Safeguarding the precious lives of
innocents and respecting their dignity
as fellow humans is the necessary
burden that international law imposes
on war. That is why Israel reveals its
contempt for international law when,
for example in the past, its leaders
have pledged to “destroy 100 homes
for every rocket fired”

The harmful effects of the block-
ade on Gazan civilians have included
the denial of the basics of life, such
as food, fuel and medicine, as well
widespread economic collapse.

The UN agency on the ground,
the UN Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA),
has described a “severe humanitarian
crisis” in Gaza in relation to human
development, health, education,
“the psychological stress” on the
population, high unemployment (at
45 percent) and poverty (with 300,000
people living beneath the poverty
line), and the collapse of commerce,
industry and agriculture.

Such effects are manifestly
excessive in relation to Israel’s
security objectives and cannot pos-
sibly satisfy the conditions of a
lawful blockade. Disrupting wildly
inaccurate rockets from being fired
at relatively under-populated areas
of southern Israel cannot possibly
justify the acute disruption of the
daily lives and livelihoods of more
than one million Gazans. Nor is it
lawful to seek to pressure Hamas
by instrumentally impoverishing its
civilian supporters.

It seems that Israel is the only
entity incapable of recognising the
effects of its blockade. The United
States, European Union and numer-
ous independent sources have deeply
criticised the disproportionate harm to
Gazan civilians.

The UN Secretary General has
condemned the “unacceptable suf-
fering” caused by the blockade. The
UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights has criticised it for violat-
ing the law of armed conflict. The
UN Human Rights Council, UN
Humanitarian Affairs Coordinator,
Oxfam and Amnesty International
have all strongly condemned it.

The UN’s Goldstone Report found
that the blockade may even amount
to international crimes: “Israeli acts
that deprive Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip of their means of subsistence,
employment, housing and water, that
deny their freedom of movement and
their right to leave and enter their own
country... could lead a competent
court to find that the crime of perse-
cution, a crime against humanity, has
been committed.”

Israel has further argued that
it offered the Gaza flotilla an
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The flotilla would have provided much needed food and medical supplies as well as basic materials to rebuild
infrastructure and homes.

opportunity to deliver aid through the
proper Israeli channels.

It is very difficult to regard that
offer as sincere given lIsrael’s track
record. Israel’s practices concerning
the transit of goods through Israeli
entry points has been arbitrary at best
and deliberately obstructive at worst.

The UN notes that everything
from crayons to soccer balls to musi-
cal instruments has been denied entry
into Gaza — hardly rocket components.
Goods sit idle for months or are never
delivered at all. In such circumstances,
no-one could have any confidence that
the goods would ever reach Gaza.

As yet, it is still unknown exactly
what happened on board the flotilla
vessels boarded by Israeli forces.
Even at this early stage, however,
some international law matters are
fairly clear.

First, absent any intention by the
flotilla to attack Israel, or any suspi-
cion of piracy, it was unlawful for
Israel to forcibly board foreign mer-
chant vessels in international waters.

Secondly, such action amounted
to an unlawful interference in the
enforcement jurisdiction of the “flag-
States” (countries of registration) of
those vessels, such as Turkey.

Thirdly, it violated the fundamen-
tal principle of freedom of navigation
on the high seas, codified in the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea
of 1982.

Fourthly, under international
human rights law, the apprehension
and detention of those on board the
vessels likely amounts to arbitrary,
unlawful detention, contrary to article
9 of the International Covenant on

Civil and Political Rights, since there
is lawful basis for detention.

Fifthly, if Israeli forces killed peo-
ple, they may not only have infringed
the human right to life, but they may
also have committed serious interna-
tional crimes. Under article 3 of the
Rome Convention for the Suppression
of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of
Maritime Navigation of 1988, it is an
international crime for any person to
seize or exercise control over a ship
by force, and also a crime to injure or
kill any person in the process.

Ironically, that treaty was adopted
after Palestinian terrorists hijacked the
Italian cruise ship, the Achille Lauro,
in 1985, in which a Jewish American
was killed.

In such cases, any claim of self-
defence by Israeli forces is irrelevant.
The treaty necessarily adopts a strict
approach. One cannot attack a ship
and then claim self-defence if the
people on board resist the unlawful
use of violence.

Legally speaking, government
military forces rappelling onto a ship
to illegally capture it are treated no
differently than other criminals. The
right of self-defence in such situations
rests with the passengers on board:
a person is legally entitled to resist
one’s own unlawful capture, abduction
and detention.

Whether doing so is wise, in the
face of heavily armed commandos,
is a different question. Whether run-
ning the gauntlet of an Israeli military
blockade is sensible or foolhardy is
another.

This latest sad and shocking
episode is a reminder of Israel’s
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recklessness towards the lives of
others, its utter disregard for inter-
national opinion, and its incivility
as an outlaw of the international
community.

Israel has become its own worst
enemy. It prioritises its own interests
with a callous lack of empathy for
others. It is simply unable to imagine
the suffering it inflicts upon others,
and treats harm to Israelis as the
only game in town. Its absolutism
of mind and politics has crushing
consequences for Palestinians.

Far from ensuring its own secu-
rity, Israel is unravelling it: no-one
should be surprised if Israel has just
succeeded in recruiting the next gen-
eration of martyrs keen to attack it.

Absolutism, violence, and the
evaporation of peace in the region will
continue as long as the international
community continues to handle Israel
with kid gloves.

Dr Ben Saul is Director of the
Sydney Centre for International
Law at Sydney Law School and

a barrister (including in the
International Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia). His
book, Defining Terrorism in
International Law (Oxford), is the
leading work on the subject and
his research has been cited in
international criminal tribunals,
United Nations bodies and the
Australian High Court.

Ben has taught law at Oxford,
Sydney, UNSW, Calcutta, Hong
Kong, and in Cambodia and
Nepal. He is a member of the
International Law Association’s
International Committee for the
Compensation of Victims of War,
President of Refugee Advice and
Casework Service, Vice-President
of Sydney PEN (and writers’
organisation), a Member of the
NSW Legal Aid Commission’s
Human Rights Committee.

He has been involved in human
rights litigation in Israel,

South Africa, Peru, Sri Lanka
and Guantanamo Bay, and is
currently involved in human
rights training for the Iraqi
Ministry of Human Rights and of
Nepalese police and prosecutors.
He has a doctorate in law from
Oxford University and double
honours degrees in Arts and Law
from Sydney University. &
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Worries mount on
oll spill health effects

John Wojcik

Oil washed ashore on Florida
beaches last week as the toll across
the Gulf Coast continued to mount:
tens of thousands already out of
work, countless sea birds and
brown pelicans mired in oil, fisher-
ies shut down, cleanup workers
falling ill and scientists warning
about dangers to the health of the
general population.

Lifelong shrimp farmer David
Dixon sits idle at his bait shop in St
Bernard Parish, Louisiana, as federal
authorities have closed nearly a third
of US Gulf of Mexico waters to fish-
ing. His shrimp boat, docked in back
of the shop, has been turned, like
hundreds of other shrimp boats, into
an oily boom boat.

“It’s the only work available,” he
said. “It’s not what we want to do but
when they call us we’ll do it because
there’s nothing else.” He was referring
to BP’s enlistment of area fishermen
and their boats in laying protective
booms against the advancing oil.

Dixon said he worries about the
long-term health effects of working
amidst the oil and dispersants.

Scores of cleanup workers are
falling ill and at least nine have been
treated at Louisiana’s West Jefferson
Medical Centre. Dr Robert Chudgen,
a physician there, said, “They are

suffering from irritated skin, nausea,
difficulty breathing and dehydration.”
BP at first tried to dismiss reports of
iliness among cleanup workers, sug-
gesting food poisoning was the cause.

Many medical experts say there
are long-term dangers for the entire
population in the area, including
possible blood, lung and genetic
disorders.

Oil came ashore on Pensacola
Beach in Florida, part of the Gulf
Islands National Seashore, which
advertises “the world’s whitest
beaches.”

Keith Wilkins from Florida’s
Escambia County emergency man-
agement said tar patties were thick
along the Pensacola Beach, often not
more than a foot apart. No cleanup
crews were anywhere in sight along
the beach.

In Gulf Shores, Alabama, the surf
brought oil, and a strong petroleum
smell tinged the air.

Meanwhile BP said a cap has been
placed atop its blown-out Deepwater
Horizon well and has been collecting
some oil. Robots a mile beneath the
Gulf put the inverted funnel-like lid
in place.

A top BP official said that the
dome should capture “the vast major-
ity” of leaking oil, though some
seepage will continue in a best-case
scenario.

Countless
sea birds
and brown
pelicans
mired in oil.

Live video footage, however,
is showing what appears to be an
unimpeded flow of oil into the Gulf.

Some of the most right-wing poli-
ticians in the Gulf seem to be recon-
sidering their open support of BP.

Mississippi’s Republican

Honduras coup
reverberations continue

Emile Schepers

The 2009 coup in the Central
American nation of Honduras
continues to reverberate four
months after a new president,
Porfirio “Pepe” Lobo of the right-
wing National Party, took power.
Killings and conflict continue
within the country and interna-
tional pressure still keeps Lobo
from achieving full legitimacy in
the eyes of Latin America.

The coup on June 28, 2009,
ousted the legally elected presi-
dent, Manuel “Mel” Zelaya,
and replaced him with a junta
headed by millionaire business-
men Roberto Micheletti. The
coup was followed by resistance
by labour, social, women’s, gay
and indigenous organisations and
activists. At least a hundred Zelaya
supporters were killed in the after-
math of the coup. The purpose of
the coup was to halt and reverse
progressive policies carried out by
Zelaya’s government, including the
expansion of the rights of workers,
peasants, women and others, and
especially to stop the increasingly
cordial ties between Honduras and
left-wing governments such as
those of Venezuela and Cuba.

The coup was strongly support-
ed, both materially and economi-
cally, by the right wing in the US.
The Obama administration at first
denounced the coup, but is accused
by Zelaya and others of waffling
and lack of firmness in backing up
those denunciations.

On September 22, 2009,
Zelaya managed to return sur-
reptitiously to the Honduran
capital, Tegucigalpa, where he

ended up besieged in the embassy
of Brazil, one of the majority of
Latin American countries which
continued to recognise him as the
legitimate president. In spite of
international and internal objec-
tions and a partial boycott by
Zelaya supporters, the Micheletti
regime carried out the scheduled
national elections on November
29, with Lobo and his National
Party the victors.

Since then, Lobo, supported by
the United States, has been work-
ing to get his regime recognised by
the international community. But
the pro-Zelaya forces, grouped into
the National Front of the Honduran
Resistance, with support from coun-
tries such as Venezuela and Ecuador
who strongly opposed the coup,
have tried to use Lobo’s need for
this legitimisation as leverage to get
concessions from the government.

As Zelaya’s normal term in
office ended on January 29, the
return of Zelaya to power is no
longer a demand. But the former
president, although invited to
return by Lobo, has been threat-
ened with arrest and jail if he does
return. Besides allowing Zelaya to
return safely as a citizen with full
rights, the resistance is calling for a
Constituent Assembly to rewrite the
constitution to allow a larger role
for the mass of the people in gov-
ernment, and for an end to repres-
sion that continues to be directed
against all who opposed the coup
and stand for progressive change.

And death squad type repres-
sion continues. On May 27, labour
activist Douglas Gomez, of the
Union of Beverage and Allied
Workers, which has been key in

resistance to the coup, was attacked
and beaten in the union’s office in
the northern city of San Pedro Sula.
Neither Gomez nor the office was
robbed of anything, which suggests
that government claims that such
incidents result from Honduras’
high crime rate is false.

On May 18, Olayo Hernandez
Sorto, a member of the anti-
coup Civil Council of Popular
and Indigenous Organisations of
Honduras (COPINH in Spanish)
in the town of Pueblo Viejo, in
Intibuca province, was murdered
by parties unknown. He was shot
three times and slashed on the head,
probably by a machete blow. Olayo
is one of several anti-coup activ-
ists slain since Lobo took power.
At least seven journalists have also
been killed under suspicious cir-
cumstances. There have also been
threatening moves by landowners
to oust peasant farmers who have
occupied their former properties.

The resistance is continuing
to come up with new actions. One
is a hunger strike by judges who
were fired for opposing the coup.
Now there is a similar strike by
educational administrators who
claim that the Lobo government
has replaced them with people
affiliated with Lobo’s National
Party. Marches and demonstrations
also continue.

At the international level, a
large number of Latin American
countries said they would boy-
cott a scheduled summit of Latin
American and European countries
if Lobo was allowed to attend,;
Lobo himself withdrew from the
get-together.

People’s World &

Governor Haley Barbour, who just
last week encouraged residents and
tourists to frolic in the oil-tainted
waters off his state’s coastline,
has been quiet. The governor, who
received US$1.8 million in campaign
contributions from BP, had defended
the company in the first weeks of
the crisis.

Bloomberg News said in an edi-
torial that “Republicans’ embrace of
offshore drilling and their scepticism
of ‘big’ government may hamper the
party’s efforts to gain politically from

r.
"W

President Barack Obama’s handling
of the disaster in the Gulf of Mexico.”

Federal regulators rescinded two
new offshore drilling permits — less
than 24 hours after authorising them
— as part of the temporary halt to oil
and gas exploration in shallow Gulf
of Mexico waters. Oil and natural
gas producers drilling in 500 feet or
less of water will be able to resume
operations once they resubmit plans
and comply with new safety standards
the government will soon be issuing.
People’s World &

Alarcon criticizes
media silence on
Cuban Five

HAVANA, Cuba, May 28 (acn)
Cuban Parliament President
Ricardo Alarcon affirmed on
Friday that if the US people knew
the truth about the case of the five
Cuban antiterrorists, they would
force President Barack Obama to
release them from prison.

Injustice against Antonio
Guerrero, Fernando Gonzalez,
Gerardo Hernandez, Ramon Labafiino
and Rene Gonzalez will continue as
long as the US population is prevented
from knowing the real facts, warned
Alarcon, who is also a member of the
Politburo of the Cuban Communist
Party.

If they knew the truth, they would
demand Obama to do what he has to
do: withdraw the charges and set them
free, added the Cuban leader during
his address to participants in the
final session of the 5th International
meeting on Justice and Law, held at
Havana’s Convention Center.

However, “the so-called media
outlets impose silence, since they
don’t have much to do with informa-
tion and are actually instruments of
ideological control at the service of
the empire”, pointed out Alarcon in
the presence of relatives of the Cuban
Five and of professionals from 14
nations attending the event.

He recalled that the only thing our
fellow countrymen did was trying to

discover and prevent criminal actions,
which, against Cuba and its people,
have been carried out from the United
States with scandalous impunity for
years, he pointed out.

Meanwhile, well-known crimi-
nals are freely wandering around the
streets of the United States, among
them Luis Posada Carriles, a fugi-
tive from Venezuelan justice and
the author of the sabotage against a
Cubana airliner in 1976, killing all 76
people on board.

Alarcon described as clumsy and
cynical the media campaign launched
by the United States and Europe
against the island, and reiterated the
solidarity of the Cuban Parliament
with the student strike in Puerto Rico,
where repression caused the death of
21-year-old Natalia Sanchez, buried
on Friday.

Judges, district attorneys, defense
counsels, lawyers, university profes-
sors and other professionals from this
sector participated in the meeting,
an initiative by the Popular Supreme
Court, the first edition of which took
place in October, 2002.

Jose Ramon Machado Ventura,
First Vice-president of the councils
of State and Ministers, attended the
inaugural ceremony of the event, in
which experts from Latin America,
Africa, and Europe, participated.
Granma @
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UN should take lead

I do not know anybody who is
not appalled by the attack on the
peace convoy. | hope that at long
last some meaningful policies are
worked out at the international
level and followed through. Enough
is enough! I hear that some more
boats are planning to break the
Gaza blockade. | think that the
United Nations should take a lead
and make it its business to protect
those boats.
Mati English
Sydney

Israel’s latest atrocity

After yet another terrible massacre
by Israel, this time against mostly
foreign nationals in international
waters, it must be said that several
western countries bear a lot of the
responsibility for this and previ-
ous Israeli crimes. These nations,
principally, the USA, Britain and
Australia have constantly toler-
ated Israel carrying out atrocities
without any condemnation or
repercussions.

And in fact these countries usu-
ally make pathetic excuses for Israel’s
actions and blunt and stop criticism
of Israel in the UN and other forums,

thus granting Israel impunity and giv-
ing it a free hand to do what ever it
likes in the region. This lack of any
restrictions of its aberrant behaviour
has allowed Israel to kill hundreds of
thousands of Arab and other people,
seize Palestinian land, disinherit and
exile the Palestinian people, build
illegal settlements, break numerous
international laws, disregard copious
UN resolutions and brutally repress
any opposition to its rule in the
Palestinian occupied territory.

Furthermore, Israel is the largest
recipient of aid from the USA, (over
$4 billion a year) and without its
immense assistance Israel could not
continue to fund its huge army, (the
fourth largest in the world), occupy
Palestinian, Lebanese and Syrian
territory, build its illegal settlements,
oppress the Palestinian people, main-
tain the economic blockade of Gaza,
carry out military onslaughts and
invade other countries.

So how much longer will the
West’s major powers put up with
Israel’s rogue behaviour and sit idly
by and do nothing, but mouth empty
words of regret? When will we see
respect for the rights and aspirations
of the Palestinian people and an end
to this ongoing suffering? Well, unfor-
tunately, the double standards will
continue, whereby lIsrael is an excep-
tion to any rules of decency and law.
This is because Israel has faithfully
served the national interests of the
USA and its allies in controlling the
peoples and resources of the region.

But | believe the vast majority
of people and countries of the world
have had enough of the hypocrisy
in regards to Israel’s actions. And
the time has come for the rest of the
world community to take concrete
action against Israel.

The nations and peoples of the

world must rally to protest, boycott
and isolate Israel (and expose its
allies) to express their disgust and
distain for Israel’s abhorrent actions
in the same way the world did against
the former racist regime South Africa.
Together we can all make a real dif-
ference in stopping the carnage and
must turn our anguish and anger into
action to change this distressing and
unjust situation.
Steven Katsineris,
Hurstbridge, Vic

Israel a “pariah”

What else has Israel to do to
merit the status of pariah state?
Operation Cast Lead was a blitz-
krieg against a trapped, densely
packed Gazan population (shooting
fish in a barrel!) of which at least
50 percent are children. The attack
targeted schools, homes, sewerage
and water treatment.

For three hours the UN Work and
Relief Agency warehouse (with about
170,000 litres of petrol and 700 refu-
gees who had been told by the Israelis
to shelter there) was attacked with
white phosphorous and three mis-
siles despite the IDF having its GPS
coordinates and repeated phone calls.
The IDF hit the university, police sta-
tions and other civil agencies. Twenty
thousand homes were destroyed.

When are we going to hear
Mark Regev “explain” how UN
observers in South Lebanon were
bombed over several hours in 2004
despite having given the IDF their
GPS coordinates? And now we have
murder and piracy to add to the South
African N-weapons revelations and
the passports fiasco. Someone tell
Israel they have arrived, they need do
nothing more: they are a pariah state

and Australia must review its “friend
of Israel” status.

Gareth WR Smith

& Maxine Caron

Byron Bay

Re: Israel’s deadly
raid on Gaza protest
boats

The incident in the Mediterranean
involving the attack by Israeli
security forces on an aid convoy
attempting to break Israel’s siege
of the Palestinian territory in
the Gaza Strip demonstrates the
lengths to which Israel will go to
break the will of the Palestinian
people.

This convoy would not have
been necessary if Israel did not have
a siege of the Gaza Strip and normal
trading conditions applied. The
Arab world sought to help out their
Palestinian brothers and sisters who
are suffering enormous deprivations
in the Palestinian territories, and this
flotilla was seen by them as one of the
last avenues open to them.

The assertion by the Israeli
government that the flotilla could have
been carrying arms to Palestinians in
Gaza to use against the Jewish people
is somewhat disingenuous considering
that Israel openly acquires arms from
the United States of America which it
uses in its repression of the Palestinian
people.

The world has not heard the
last of this incident and while there
may be all manner of noises from
the United Nations and its Security
Council, the European Union and any
other international security bodies
they will all fall short because of the
intractable relationship which the
USA has with Israel.

The world should call on the US
to condemn Israel’s actions over the
use of deadly state military force on a
civilian convoy in international waters
and urge the US to cease supplying
armaments to Israel till it apologises
for the incident, lifts the siege of the
Gaza Strip and freezes settlements in
the West Bank (which is not Israeli
territory in any event).

Richard Titelius
WA

Birth pains of a nation

| stayed up late the other night to
watch Birth of a Nation on ABC 2.
It was the first time | had seen it
in full and the racism in it was
absolutely sickening.

So too was the treatment of the
American Civil War which it appeared
to blame Abraham Lincoln for.

It was the Confederates that
started the war, what Marx called
the revolt of the slave owners. It is
also celebrated in countless films
where someone says something like
“we farred on the Yankees at Fort
Sumpter Momm”’.

Of course progressives should
not romanticise the Civil War either.
Negro emancipation was very much
a side issue. This is instanced by the
fact that Negro soldiers in the Union
Army were paid less than white
soldiers.

The main reason behind the war
was that slavery was a fetter on the
free development of capitalism in the
United States so it had to be abol-
ished, leaving Negros another hundred
years of struggle to achieve anything
like real emancipation.

Ron Barrett
Sydney
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Mega sport
and mega pain

Our bourgeois media are doing a
sterling job promoting the FIFA
World Cup in South Africa. There
can be few people in this country at
least who haven’t grasped the fact
that it is the latest BIG THING, to
be celebrated with awe and joy.

Did you see the TV coverage of
the preliminary match (not part of the
World Cup) that was held in the new
main stadium expressly so that the
locals could have a look at the inside
of it? One of the news reporters let
slip the comment that it was the only
chance most of the crowd would have
to see it in operation until after the
World Cup was over — because, he
observed, “most South Africans can-
not afford tickets to the World Cup”.

Yep! They can build the stadia
and related infrastructure, but as
for actually watching the matches?
No, they are not for poor people to
see live. Watch it on TV, that’s good
enough for you.

Wealth discrimination in tickets
is not the only blemish on the image
of the FIFA World Cup. When it was
held in Seoul in 2002, a staggering
48,000 buildings were torn down to
make way for it. And they were not
the homes of the rich or corporate
headquarters that were bulldozed.

As reported on the PRAVDA.
Ru website earlier this year, the UN
Special Rapporteur on adequate
housing, Raquel Rolnik, made some

serious comments in a report to the
UN on the adverse social conse-
quences of these high-profile mega
sporting events.

Costing many millions they can
bring in millions more in tourist dol-
lars and raise a country’s investment
potential in the eyes of financiers
and other capitalists. But at what
cost to ordinary people, to the poor
especially?

Polishing up a city’s image,
removing signs of poverty, physically
expelling the homeless from the city’s
green spaces (as in Atlanta in 1996
for the Olympics) are not things that
impress Ms Rolnik.

Amongst the practices associ-
ated with mega-events that cause
her concern are “forced evictions,
criminalisation of homeless persons
... and the dismantling of informal
settlements”.

The removal of shantytowns
(“informal settlements™) is usually
designated as “slum clearance” and
represented as a very good thing,
and of course it can be — if people
are kept together as a community
while being moved into good qual-
ity affordable housing. But too often
these clearances merely mean forced
migration to new locations, with no
improvement in job prospects or even
housing availability.

In the days of the Tsars in Russia,
Cossacks rode ahead of a travelling
Tsar and Tsarina to whip beggars and
other undesirable poor people off the
streets of towns and villages so that
the Royal sensibilities would not be
offended. Some of the modern day
window-dressing of towns holding
mega sporting events serves the same
purpose.

In the somewhat stiff prose of
Ms Rolnik’s report: “The importance
given to the creation of a new inter-
national image for the cities, as an
integral part of the preparation for the
Games, often implies the removal of
signs of poverty and underdevelop-
ment through re-urbanisation projects

Holding the World Cup in South Africa this year could jeopardise plans to build thousands of low-cost homes.

that prioritise city beautification over
the needs of local residents.”

The resulting displacement is not
minor. For the aforementioned FIFA
World Cup in Seoul, fifteen percent
of the population of the city were
forcibly removed from their homes.
And in preparing Atlanta for the 1996
Olympics, the local authorities did
not hesitate to destroy 1,200 social
housing units intended for the poor.
(No doubt it was considered OK
because, being poor, they couldn’t
afford tickets anyway.)

Ms Rolnik’s report in March
warned that holding the World Cup
in South Africa this year could jeop-
ardise plans to build thousands of
low-cost homes there. South African
authorities on the other hand are
hoping that the World Cup will boost
the country’s economy and help to

finance housing and other needed
social projects.

A correspondent on PRAVDA.
Ru raises the interesting proposition,
“Why not attach these [mega sport-
ing] events to global socio-economic
themes which give people more to
think about than whether a penalty
should have been awarded or whether
a goal was offside?

“Or is that the whole idea in the
first place, getting people to swarmin
a sea of banality to give them an easy
adrenalin fix to stop them worrying
over important issues?”

Gee, | don’t know. But one thing
we can say with certainty: capitalism
takes sporting events, like it takes
everything else, as commodities to be
exploited. If it can make a profit from
them directly, it will; if it can use
them to enhance the profit-making

potential of something else, it will
do that too.

And if they can be used to distract
people from giving serious attention
to the possible causes of the world’s
ills, well, they will use them for that
too. Players are “bought” for clubs
(often privately owned) with great
gobs of money, used as adjuncts of the
advertising business to endorse prod-
ucts and encouraged to misbehave
on and off the field to add “colour”
to the game, thereby enhancing “the
product”.

But it is not sport that is at
fault here: it is the system that mis-
uses sport for its own dirty ends.
Capitalism’s grubby fingers besmirch
everything they touch, including such
an apparently “non—political” thing
as sport, and mega-sporting events in
particular. &
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I n the middle of the year 2000,
a San Francisco artist who goes
by the name “Someguy”, got himself
1,000 blank hardcover books about
the size of the average novel and then
distributed them anonymously around
the city. He left copies on buses, on
park benches, in phone booths, and
S0 on.

Inside each was a message: “This
is an experiment, and you are part of
it. Add anything you like, then pass
it on.” Many of the journals have no
doubt ended up in the trash bin, but
(surprisingly perhaps) quite a few
have not.

Thanks to a combination of
word-of mouth and the Internet,
the “Thousand Journals Project” as
it has become known has become
a cult phenomenon, with journals
fanning out from San Francisco to
Croatia, Australia, Singapore and
other countries.

It is the subject of 1000 Journals
(ABC2 Sunday June 13 at 7.30 pm,
repeated on ABC1 Sunday June 20
at 3.30pm).

People have filled journals
with clippings from magazines,
poetry, graffiti, artwork of every
type. Someguy’s hope that the blank
anonymous journals would stimulate

people’s artistic urges certainly seems
to have succeeded, at least with some
of the recipients.

In fact, what some of the random
recipients of his blank journals have
done with them is extraordinary.

isfits (ABC2 Mondays at

9.30pm), about a bunch of
adolescent misfits, young offenders
and social dropouts who received
superpowers during a freak storm,
is into its third episode and they are
still trying to come to terms with their
strange new powers.

In comics and most TV shows,
they would use their powers for good,
but so far all they have been able to do
with them is kill their social worker
who had gone mad (as they do) and
was trying to kill them. Since no one
would believe that, they’ve buried his
body under an overpass.

In this week’s episode, one of the
girls goes suddenly bald and the local
council starts building work on the
exact spot where the body is buried.
Of necessity, our gang of misfits must
still stick together.

This is not a great series by any
means, but it is somewhat original and
at the moment is worth watching just
to see where it is going!

G riff Rhys Jones, having fin-

ished skylarking around on
the rivers of Britain, has transferred
his attention to the urban environment
exclusively in Greatest Cities Of The
World (ABC1 Tuesdays from June
15 at 8.30pm).

The choice of cities will provoke
some argument: there are only six, and
three of those are in Europe. They are
London, Rome and Paris, plus New
York, Hong Kong and Sydney.

The first program, on New York,
uses the “24 Hours in the life of
a City” approach, with an always
personable and humble Griff making
friends with (and working with, albeit
briefly) a varied cross section of New
Yorkers, from garbage men at street

level to window washers atop the
city’s sky-scrapers.

It is unquestionably superficial:
poverty amidst such corporate wealth,
racism in such a polyglot environ-
ment, gun violence, the extremely
high price of housing, etc, get no
look in.

Most superficial of all is the cov-
erage of the New York City prison.
Talk about upbeat! The boss of this
place is so caring he could be a char-
acter from M*A*S*H, but without
the comedy.

Despite these glaring deficien-
cies, the program succeeds in finding
interesting aspects of the city for us
to see, so although it is hardly defini-
tive, it does succeed in showing you
a genuine slice of New York.

As cities grow bigger with ever

greater numbers of people in
them, urban planners and engineers
are seeking ways to move more of
those people further and faster than
ever before.

e? transport (ABC2 Wednesday
June 16 at 8.00 pm) should be run-
ning in prime time on ABCL. It is an
important and very interesting pro-
gram about innovative approaches to
improving public transport in London.

The British solutions, like
Sydney’s for the Olympic Games
crowds, rely on public transport,
but go much further. As well as new
underground lines, they have created
much more open space and no-car
zones, opened up streets for pedes-
trians and cyclists,

They are renewing and even
expanding London’s green belt (in
danger of being buried beneath the
city, before). Sydney, of course, did
away with its years ago under pres-
sure from property developers. Now
they’re trying to do the same thing
with Newcastle’s river fore-shore.

The examples and lessons from
London are applicable almost every-
where, and the program is worthy of

6 Going On 60 (ABC2 Wednesday June 16 at 9.30pm) is a charming
study of two US children with a condition that makes them age up to ten
times faster than normal.

serious study. It was made when Ken
Livingston was still Mayor of London.
By now, the new Tory dominated
government has probably plumped
for a privately run transport system
funded by tolls and higher fares. But
this program will show what could
be done with a clear political vision
and will.

ying children are by their

nature a moving subject
for such an intimate medium as
television. And children with the
genetic condition progeria (so rare
there are only 13 known cases in
the whole USA, perhaps some hun-
dreds in the whole world) are truly
heart-wrenching.

These unfortunate children —and
their families — have to live with a
condition that makes the children age
up to ten times faster than normal.
The kids do not grow, they have very
little body fat, they look like their
own grandmothers, they suffer from
osteoporosis, and they usually die
before they are into their twenties.

The US documentary 6 Going On
60 (ABC2 Wednesday June 16 at
9.30pm) is a charming study of two
of the US children, and their families’
efforts to give them a “normal life”
for as long as possible.

It’s a program full of hope and
love, and you feel for these children,
and for their families and their com-
munities, all of whom to greater and
lesser degrees are pulling for them.

Being Human, the hit British

show about a vampire, a
werewolf and a ghost sharing a house,
is back for a second series starting this
week (ABC2 Fridays from June 18
at 8.30pm).

The most noticeable thing about
the second series is how much darker
the series has become. In fact, watch-
ing what happens to this group of
characters now threatens to turn into
a miserable experience.

Let us hope not, but I don’t like
the signs. &
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Pay up!

No more lip ser

to equal pay!

Tony Oldfield

This Thursday, June 10 at 11am, commu-
nity workers and their supporters will be
taking actions across Australia as part of a
national campaign in support of Equal Pay
for Equal Work.

This is an opportunity for the labour move-
ment, and left and progressive organisations
to mobilise and place class firmly back on the
agenda of the women’s movement.

The Rudd government and their predeces-
sors have paid lip service to the concept of
equal pay. While they give a nod of approval
to a series of enquiries and decisions acknowl-
edging the inequities in pay and conditions in
female dominated industries, they do nothing
to change this situation.

Long history of struggle
for equal pay

In 1857 women workers in New York,
employed in the clothing and textile Industries
took to the streets to demand better wages and
conditions. Fifty-one years later, 15,000 women
marched in New York to demand better wages
and an end to child labour, this was the inspira-
tion for International Women’s Day.

In Australia, the Equal Pay for Equal Work
case was won in 1969 and the process of phas-
ing in equal pay for men and women doing the
same work began. This was followed by the
Equal Pay for Equal Work of Equal Value case
in 1972 which meant that different jobs of the
same worth should be paid at the same rate.
Both these decisions were won after decades
of struggle by the labour and women’s move-
ments. Even these landmark decisions did not

fully deliver equal pay for equal work to the
majority of women workers.

International Women’s Year in 1975 and a
new wave of the women’s movement saw some
progress made in changing sexist attitudes and
the outlawing of discrimination on the basis of
sex. Schools adopted non-sexist curricula and
girls were encouraged to study maths and sci-
ence and consider taking up traditionally male
apprenticeships and professions. The ACTU in
1977 adopted the Working Women’s Charter and
trade unions gave more attention to childcare
and migrant women, in particular, outworkers.
Some progress was made in changing attitudes
towards women and narrowing the wage gap
during the 1970s and “80s.

Setbacks

Successive governments over the past 25
years have curbed trade union rights, in par-
ticular the right to organise and reduced the
ability of workers to negotiate collectively with
their employer.

Under the Accord between the ACTU and
Hawke Labor government in the 1980s Labor
promised to increase the social wage — health,
social welfare, housing, transport, and improved
skills in return for wage restraint by the unions.
It set back women workers in terms of their
wages and conditions. The only social benefit
was Medicare which had already been promised
regardless of any Accord.

The Keating Labor government began the
process of winding back the centralised award
system which gave the wages and working
conditions of low paid workers in particular a
certain level of protection. It introduced enter-
prise bargaining agreements (EBAs) with the
trading off of award conditions for a few dollars
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that were quickly eroded by inflation. It resulted
in the disenfranchisement of women workers.
Female dominated Industries often lacked the
ability to negotiate EBAs and were left with
declining award protection.

The election of the Howard government and
the implementation of WorkChoices brought
a new low for women workers, with most
minimum protections stripped away and full
exposure to the exploitation of “market forces”,
many women became the victims of AWAs.
It further deregulated the labour market and
strengthened the hand of employers. Women’s
average weekly earnings as a percentage of
men’s fell from 66 percent to 64.5 percent dur-
ing the Howard years.

The election of the Rudd government raised
many expectations amongst workers, with the
promise to repeal Work Choices. While the
phasing out of individual contracts (AWAS) is
a positive and welcome step, the introduction
of Fair Work Australia has still seen many low
paid women find themselves worse off with
the transition from state awards to a stripped
back minimum conditions. Migrant, Aboriginal
and young women remain the lowest paid in
the community, many not even paid the bare
minimum award rates.

Women’s average ordinary time earnings are
now 60 percent of those of men. In 2010, the
wage rate of an average full-time female worker
is 17 percent less than that of a full-time male
worker in a male dominated industry.

Caring work underpaid

Women are still predominantly found in
lower paid but not necessarily less skilled work
than men in what remains a relatively highly
segregated workforce.
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Wages in industries and occupations domi-
nated by women still tend to be much lower than
those in male-dominated fields with equivalent
skills and qualifications. Women are also found
in the lowest paid jobs, such as cleaners, hotel
workers, shop assistants and in call centres.

Women still tend to be predominant in
the caring professions (what used to be called
“women’s work’) — health, education, aged care,
community sector and childcare. This reflects the
low value our society places on human care and
nurturing in comparison to more profit-driven,
male-dominated occupations.

Weaker bargaining power

The industries where women are the major-
ity of the workforce often lack the bargaining
power needed for workers to negotiate collective
improvements in their wages and conditions.
They are less likely to be unionised, tend to
change jobs more often and have difficulties
meeting family responsibilities and unpredict-
able hours of work.

The employer maybe a local commu-
nity, a contractor for government or business.
Outworkers, in particular, are amongst the
most highly exploited and underpaid of all.
There is often no system of over award wages
and benefits and workers are reliant on the
award — if they are lucky enough to be paid
that minimum rate. A larger number of workers
in these industries are employed as casual and
part-timers which adds up to workers accruing
less benefits.

A larger percentage of these workplaces are
non-union or have a higher percentage of non
union workers, the difference in pay between
unionists and non-union can be 27%.

Feminisation of poverty

Sex Discrimination Commissioner, Elisabeth
Broderick describes poverty in Australia as
having a feminine face. She said, “poverty
should not be the reward of a lifetime of caring
for others”.

Older woman are worse off and more
likely to be locked into poverty as a result of
a fragmented working life, unpaid work and a
lifetime of work as carers.

The majority of part-time and casual
workers are women, and on average a female
worker will contribute less than half her male
counterpart in superannuation payments during
her working life and can expect in the future
to retire with $150,000 compared to $300,000
for a male worker.

A high percentage of sole parents are
women, who battle for survival in precarious
low paid employment or struggle on punitively
low social welfare payments.

A way forward

The Equal Pay case in QLD provides the
unions, the community, women’s organisations,
and progressive political groups an ideal focus
to build alliances and to build a broad campaign
that can pressure the Rudd Government to sup-
port extra funding to improve the community
sector award.

Equal work for Equal Pay can become a
reality for all workers when our movement is
able to win back our rights to organise. &
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