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Say

NO

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA

to another
Tampa

election!

Bob Briton

The Rudd government tried to take
the heat out of the boat arrivals
issue with a ban on the processing
of asylum claims from Sri Lankans
and Afghanis but the refugee politi-
cal football is still very much in
play. The media is happy to oblige
the forces favouring a “fortress
Australia” approach and with a
federal election looming, the battle
is set to intensify. Australians are
rallying to ensure that the tragic
plight of asylum seekers is met
with a humane response and that
we don’t have another disgraceful
“Tampa election”.

“We will decide who comes to
this country and the circumstances
in which they come.” That was
Prime Minister John Howard’s now
infamous message that rallied anti-
refugee opinion just prior to the 2001
federal election. In August of that
year the Norwegian freighter MV
Tampa had picked up 438 distressed
boat people in international waters
and was attempting to set them
down on Christmas Island. The ship
was boarded by Australian Special
Forces and eventually the asylum

seekers were taken aboard the HMAS
Manoora to the island nation of
Nauru. The “Pacific Solution” was
born and a massive campaign to
help the traumatised men, women
and children held behind razor wire
was begun.

The Rudd government was
elected on a range of undertakings
to break with the inhumane policies
of the past including those affecting
asylum seekers. The Coalition has
seized upon the latest increase in
boat arrivals to Australia’s north and
woven it into their overarching “Rudd
is weak” campaign. Unfortunately for
the desperate people fleeing violence
and persecution, Rudd struck back
with the above-mentioned ban on
the processing of asylum applications
and the re-opening of the notorious
Curtin immigration detention centre
in WA. Human rights lawyer Chris
Sidoti visited the facility before it
was shut down in 2002. “People had
nothing to do. It was a lethal recipe
for depression and unrest,” he told
The Age at the time.

Little has changed in the general
treatment of asylum seekers or the
issues surrounding the boat arrivals.
The Australian government’s

involvement in the “push factors”
driving people to risk their lives —
like its military forces’ involvement
in US-led wars — is not examined.
The fact that over 90 percent of
applications are found to be valid is
also buried deep in the text of alarmist
stories.

“Pampering” refugees

Lately a trend has been
established in the media, a growing
suggestion that refugees are being
pampered and taking their custodians
for a ride. The detention centre on
Christmas Island is full and the
limits of other accommodation on the
island, especially for children, have
been reached. As well as re-opening
mothballed facilities on the mainland,
the government has been placing
families temporarily in motels and
serviced apartments. In all 213 people
have been housed in this way.

The monopoly press could not
resist a beat up. Writing in The
Australian, Paul Maley and Lex
Hall described conditions 61 asylum
seekers were supposedly enjoying at
the three star Asti Motel in Darwin.
A long list of facilities including a
bar, dry cleaning service, broadband

Australians are rallying to the cause

of the asylum seekers. They are concerned
about the inhumanity creeping back

into federal government policy.

3

Health:
prescription
for privatisation

Prtection

stripped from
national parks

he miin

profit tax

e LU L

SRR

oAn

AR

Villawood Detention Centre.

internet, telephone with data port and
room service was reproduced. So was
the menu with mains of “Twin fillet
mignon” for $26.50 featured at the
top. The suggestion is that the families
had access to all these facilities and
were living the high life. The location
of the motel is painted as “just a short
walk from the CBD and Darwin’s
nightclub strip.”

The immigration department’s
description of the residents as
“vulnerable people” — families
with women and children - is put
in doubting quotation marks and
not validated in any way. There is
a concession late in the article that
“security at the hotel is ever-present”
but that is not the thrust of the piece.

The sensationalising of the
accommodation policy has had
its effect. The department is now
ringing church groups asking
whether they had monasteries or
boarding houses where at least 100
children and families might be put
up. Opposition spokesman Scott
Morrison gave a qualified thumbs up
to the downgrading approach. “I have
no doubt that Christian churches will
respond generously, which is their
nature,” he said. “But we have always
had the view that offshore processing
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should be universal and that is our
preference.”

Australians rally
Australians are rallying to
the cause of the asylum seekers.
They are concerned about the
inhumanity creeping back into
federal government policy and the
psychological damage being done to
detainees, especially to traumatised
women and children. Thousands of
people took part in events earlier
this month in Sydney, Melbourne,
Brisbane and Adelaide calling for
a change of attitude from policy
makers. Amnesty International
GetUp!, the Refugee Council and
the ACTU supported the protests.
On June 20, events are set
down to coincide with World
Refugee Day (for further
information — sites.google.com/
site/worldrefugeedaymelbourne/).
The movement for the humane
treatment of refugees and for the
government to meet its international
treaty obligations is growing. People
are disgusted that the issue has
become a political football. They are
determined we won’t be dragged back
to the Howard era and the “fortress
Australia” mentality. &
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Tax, lies and the Liberals

It is the gaff that will probably stay with him forever. Under
pressure during an interview on ABC TV’s 7.30 Report, federal op-
position leader Tony Abbott admitted he could not always be trusted
to tell the truth. The public can only be assured he is telling the
whole truth about the Coalition’s intentions if he is making an “ab-
solutely calm, considered, prepared, scripted remark.” Even under
those circumstances we only have his word about his honesty. He
admits we can discount what is said in “the heat of discussion.”

The interview with veteran journalist Kerry O’Brien was deal-
ing with tax policy when the awkward exchange started. Mr Abbott
finally conceded that there did appear to be an inconsistency be-
tween his “no new taxes” promise under a Coalition government
and the proposal for a levy on bigger businesses to pay for its paren-
tal leave scheme. That subject was raised by O’Brien because of the
ferocity of attacks by leading Liberals on the Rudd government’s
proposed super profits tax on the resource sector. Abbott sought to
downplay the inconsistency in his approach to Rudd’s “big new tax”
and his own big tax but failed spectacularly.

Australian voters have grown used to the spin and evasiveness
of representatives of the major parties. Abbott’s admission is not re-
freshing, just damning confirmation of what everyone already knew.
The Liberals latest scare campaign over the resource rent tax is not
motivated out of concern that the government will kill the goose that
laid the golden egg, it is doing what it always does — it goes into bat
to get the best possible deal for the transnational corporations.

The detail of the resource rent tax announced in the budget is
currently being negotiated by the federal government and the big
mining companies. Corporate heavyweights have hit out at the pro-
posal and the Minerals Council of Australia has launched a publicity
campaign painting the resource sector as a modern day Simpson
with this donkey — helping Australians to avoid the dangers of the
global economic downturn. The big miners know that the overall
tax regime being introduced by Rudd will benefit them. They are
going in hard to get every last benefit they can squeeze from the
Australian taxpayer.

The government has fought back with the shameful admission
that the effective tax rate on the mining industry is currently be-
tween 13 and 17 percent. They insist the Liberals are in the pocket of
the mining industry because of the “grubby donations” they receive.

Labor’s own links to big business take the sting out of attacks
of that sort. The fact remains that neither Labor nor the Liberals
have any intention of standing up to the big transnational mining
companies with a genuine super-profits tax regime. The job of get-
ting a decent return to the community from this and other highly
profitable sectors of the economy - like the finance sector — remains
to be done. It must be struggled for.

We can dismiss Abbott’s concern about the tax being a “dagger
pointed at the heart” of the prosperity of the national, state and
even local economies. If ever he were to become Prime Minister we
could safely ignore undertakings not to reintroduce WorkCover (or
whatever gimmicky name it might be given). We could brush off
promises to maintain Medicare and not to increase the GST.

No family should be factoring in Abbott’s parental leave pay-
ments when planning their future. The seemingly generous scheme
was hatched to fix Abbott’s appalling image on issues impacting on
women. His attitudes to women’s reproductive rights are notorious.
No doubt a newly elected Abbott government would reconsider the
step, postpone it or strip it of its value. The economy would be in a
worse condition than when the commitment was made. The debt
left by Labor would be worse than anticipated. We have heard it
all before. We have been taught by masters like John (“the GST is
dead”) Howard.

Given the Liberals poor record with the truth it is notable that
polls show Prime Minister Rudd to be less “believable” than Abbott.
Cynicism about politicians and the major parties has a long his-
tory but it is getting worse. In this atmosphere of mistrust, apathy
thrives; people switch off about issues that affect them directly.

The major Australian parties will not rebuild trust in the po-
litical process. New progressive political forces must be built and
enter the fray because it is big business interests that benefit from
cynicism in government. Green shoots are visible in the community
already but they must be strengthened as a matter of urgency.

May 26, 2010

Time to get active!

National Rally for Abortion Rights
Organised by the Women’s Abortion Action Committee

It’s been more than 10 years since we have had a
rally for abortion rights in NSW, but now it is time
as abortion rights are under attack both in Australia
and overseas.

Why now?

Drop the QLD charges

As many of you will know a young Queensland
couple has been charged under archaic abortion laws
and has been committed to stand trial in relation to the
use of RU486, an abortion drug, which they obtained
from relatives overseas. RU486 is considered a safe,
legal treatment in Australia; however distribution
remains tightly controlled by the Therapeutic Goods
Administration.

The Queensland government has indicated that the
case relates to the importation of the drug and safety
concerns about the use of RU486 at home. Why then
have the couple been charged under the abortion laws?

Abortion remains a crime in NSW and Queensland,
however common law rulings have established “lawful”
grounds for abortion when a woman’s physical or mental
health is at risk. We are calling for all abortion laws to be
repealed from the NSW Crimes Act. This is very relevant
for people in NSW as the Queensland Criminal Code
1899 Sections 224-226 (which relate to abortion) and
the NSW Crimes Act 1900, Sections 82-84 (also relating
to abortion), are in almost identical terms.

Why now?
Right to Life Conference

The rally has also been called in response to an
International Federation of Right to Life Associations
conference which is scheduled for that weekend. Recent
polls show that there is majority support for a women’s
right to choose and it is important to remind the public
and the media of this at a time when anti-abortionists will
be active and vocal.

Why now?
US Anti-abortion legislation

Recently US states such as Nebraska and Oklahoma
have passed anti-abortion bills. Oklahoma has passed
legislation which prohibits a woman from getting an
abortion unless she first has an ultrasound, is shown the
ultrasound image and listens to a detailed description of
the foetus. Other amendments also prevent women from
suing doctors who knowingly withhold information about
the foetus, including whether there is a foetal abnormality.

Nebraska has signed a law that bans most abortions
20 weeks after conception or later on the theory that a
foetus, by that stage in the pregnancy, has the capacity to
feel pain. These legislative changes are clear attacks on
the rights of women to be in control of their bodies and
their reproductive choices.

For details of rally see ad below &

West Papua

PRESS FUND
Press Fund contributions come from a variety of sources, but a
major component comes from people who are not party members.
It’s great to know that The Guardian is appreciated by a wide range
of readers, because winning allies and supporters is crucial if the
CPA is to influence events in Australian politics. The Press Fund
is important if we are to keep the price of The Guardian’s down.
However, the Fund is now lagging way behind where it should be for
this time of year, in terms of reaching our annual target, so we need
your support, by way of contributions to the Fund, starting with the
next edition and preferably following it up throughout the year —
please! In the meantime, many thanks to this week’s contributors, as
follows:

Angelo Attard $25, DP Cartwight $20, F and R Ellis $20,
“Round Figure” $15, N S $20, Mark Window $20.

This week’s total: $120 Progressive total: $2,060

Military operation in Puncak Jaya

A military operation is taking place
in the Puncak Jaya region of West
Papua. Indonesian security forces
are conducting a sweep (operation)
in the area to pursue members of
the Free Papua Movement (OPM).
During the operation a member
of the Free Papua Movement was
killed in the Kampung District
Goburuk Yamo last week.

According to a police public
relations officer the OPM member
was shot because he refused to sur-
render. The security forces claim
they have also seized a number of
weapons and ammunition during
the operation and they are continu-
ing their pursuit of the OPM.

Joe Collins of Australian West

Papua Association said, “AWPA
is greatly concerned for the civil-
ian population in the area. Many
reports have pointed out the secu-
rity forces have great difficulty
distinguishing between what they
term separatists and the general
public. We are also concerned that
the security forces are preparing
for a larger operation in the area.
“It would appear that the
local government in the Puncak
Jaya region has called on the
TPN/OPM operating in the
Tingginambut district to surren-
der, otherwise the TNI and police
will undertake operations to pur-
sue, capture and crush them.
“The Jakarta Post reported

that the Justice and Human Rights
Minister Patrialis Akbar, planned
to release a number of Papuan
political activists jailed for cam-
paigning for separation from
Indonesia. This is welcome but
he should also be calling on the
security forces operating in West
Papua to halt all military opera-
tions in the area to avoid further
bloodshed.”

Joe Collins said, “The
problems in West Papua won’t
be solved by deploying more
troops to the region or conduct-
ing more military operations.
What is needed is dialogue
between Jakarta and West Papuan
representatives.” &
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Strange Birds in Paradise —
A West Papuan Story,

has been accepted into
competition at the Sydney
Film Festival. This will be the
Australian Premiere screening!

6 pm Thursday June 10

Event Cinema 9
505-525 George Street,
Sydney

For bookings: tix.sff.org.au

For more info on the film:
www.strangebirds.com.au
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Budget 2010-11
Health reform: prescription for
further privatisation

Anna Pha

The neo-liberal model being
imposed on education is being
replicated in the Rudd Labor
government’s health reform
agenda with the establishment
of new agencies to set standards,
measure hospital performance,
and publish results. As with the
Naplan testing in schools, the
performance of hospitals will be
assessed by narrow, easily meas-
urable criteria that fail to reflect
the human element of health care
and complexities involved. Public
and private hospitals will compete
in markets, health care will be a
commodity, and patients expected
to shop around. In both areas, the
government is starving the public
sector of much needed funds and
increasing its subsidies to the
private sector.

Health and Hospital
Reform

The government’s Health and
Hospital Reform program was flagged
in the lead-up to the budget, which is
now before Parliament for enactment,
so there were no big surprises.

The health budget contains a
number of desirable, albeit very
modest, increases in funding such
as for additional aged care and rural
nurses; employment of more nurses
in GP clinics; coordinated treatment
of diabetes; greater access to after
hours care; and extension of Medicare
to cover medicine in three new areas
of sports and exercise, sexual health
and addiction.

There are also nasty little nips
at existing items, making relatively
small savings. For example, funding
to support the return of nurses back
into workforce is reduced as is the
Medicare rebate for new mental health
patients accessing social workers and
occupational therapists. Funding is
redirected from high-level residential
aged care to high-level community
aged care instead of providing addi-
tional money for the new community
care places.

As previously reported in The
Guardian (See Guardian May 5 for
detailed analysis), the Rudd govern-
ment’s changes to the public health
system are piecemeal, failing to put
in place an overall, integrated strategy

covering preventative, primary, spe-
cialist, allied services, Indigenous,
aged care, dental, mental and other
health areas of health care.

Indigenous, dental, primary,
preventative and mental health are
neglected. Without addressing these
areas, hospital beds will continue to
be clogged with patients whose hos-
pitalisation could have been avoided
or shortened.

The limited Howard government
reform giving people with chronic
conditions access to dental treatment
under Medicare is to be wound back,
and replaced by a totally inadequate
dental scheme. The Rudd government
refuses to extend Medicare to cover
oral health. It would make no more
sense to exclude the eyes or heart
from Medicare coverage than it does
to ignore the teeth and gums.

Itis a false economy. More impor-
tantly it denies many people access
to an important area of basic care.
According to the Australian Council
of Social Service (ACOSS) around 2.3
million Australians go without dental
care because they cannot afford it.
Every year thousands of people end
up in hospital or with other medical
complications arising from lack of
dental treatment.

Additional nurses will be trained
and the number of beds increased in
certain areas of need, but the govern-
ment still neglects the reasons why
nurses continue to leave their profes-
sion in droves.

Until nurses’ salaries are increased
to reflect the pressures they work
under and the role they play as highly
skilled professionals, there is not
much point in providing more beds
or giving them more responsibilities.
Staffing shortages in hospitals are
not addressed, underfunding is set to
continue and nurses will continue to
burn out and turn to higher paid, less
skilled work.

One of the main obstacles to GPs
spending more time on preventative
health care is the fee for service
basis of Medicare. The low Medicare
rebates do not reflect the time needed
to carry out thorough examinations
and discussion with patients. They
discourage bulkbilling, and put pres-
sure on doctors to churn patients out
as quickly as possible, often with a
quick fix prescription, blood tests
or xrays.

The situation is exacerbated by a
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chronic shortage of GPs, particularly
in the poorer working class suburbs
and regional and rural Australia. The
few measures in the budget to train
more GPs fall far short of what is
required by a system which relies
heavily on a brain drain from poorer
nations.

Casemix —
recipe for disaster

The centrepiece of hospital fund-
ing is the one-size-fits-all “efficiency
price” that hospitals will be paid for
each procedure — known as casemix.
Safety and treatment will be compro-
mised to meet cost-cutting targets.
Patient need is not paramount when
hospitals are assessed on speed of
turnover, as if they were part of an
assembly line.

Casemix does not make allow-
ances for patients with more complex
conditions that might need additional
procedures or a longer time in hos-
pital, such as the aged, Indigenous
Australians, diabetics and others with
chronic conditions. The experience
in Victoria and overseas where it has
been introduced shows it leads to a
much higher rate of patients having
to return to hospital following early
discharge.

Performance
assessment

The budget provides for the estab-
lishment of a number of new agencies:
* the so-called Independent
Hospital Pricing Authority to
set a national “efficient price”
for hospitals to be paid for
each procedure, regardless of
differences in patients;
the Australian Commission on
Safety and Quality in Health
Care to set national clinical safety
standards; and
« the National Performance

Authority to report on hospital
performance as measured against

these standards, and its reports

to be made publicly available — a
MyHospital version of MySchool.
(Age care providers will also be
benchmarked with the public able
to compare business efficiency
performances.)

The longer term aim is to create
a market place in which public and
private hospitals compete for patients
and government funding. Hospitals
which fail to meet specified targets,
including waiting times in emergency
departments and waiting times for
elective surgery, will be punished
under a system that rewards high
performers with additional funds.

“The introduction of a National
Access Guarantee for elective surgery
from July 1, 2012 will mean that free
treatment in public or private hospitals
will be rapidly provided if patients
wait longer than the clinically recom-
mended time for elective surgery,” the
budget papers state.

It is worth noting that the budget
provides for the formal merger of
Medicare Australia and Centrelink in
2011, bringing together the collection
of employment and health records of

individuals under one department (see
ID article next week).

As Dr Tim Woodruff, president
of the Doctors Reform Society notes:
“neither e-health nor increased nurses
in GP clinics will necessarily do any-
thing to address the barriers to access
suffered by our patients in areas of GP
shortage in areas where GPs require
co-payments which patients cannot
afford.”

This can only be achieved through
cutting the massive multi-billion
subsidies paid to the private hospital
system through such means as the
private health insurance rebate and
diverting the funds to the public sys-
tem. The government has embarked
on a program to gradually privatise
the public hospital system and tak-
ing Australia down the extremely
expensive and disastrous path of US
managed health care.

The only way forward is through
developing and fully funding an inte-
grated public health system, based on
a universal access and quality services
which are centrally funded through
a progressive taxation system. &

Biobank, another
environmental swindle

Peter Mac

Frank Sartor, former infamous
Minister for Planning in NSW, cur-
rent Minister for the Environment
and now prime mover in the bid to
allow commercial operations in the
State’s National Parks (see page 5),
has recently launched the Biobank
scheme that will allow development
in privately-owned pristine areas
of natural bushland.

Under the scheme, developers
who own such land or act for its
owners may gain permission for
development there, providing that
they pay to protect an equivalent
area of bushland elsewhere.

The government is claiming
that the scheme will save sensitive
sites and that development will
mainly take place on already
degraded sites (presumably
because of the cost penalties of

“protecting” other sites in pristine
condition). However, there are
two fundamental objections to the
scheme.

Firstly, even if it works
according to the government’s spin
(and it is not clear how “protection”
will occur), the scheme will
inevitably result in a reduction in
natural areas in pristine condition.
Under the scheme, profits to be
made from development of one area
may far outweigh the costs involved
in protecting another. In such cases,
developers who keep an existing
pristine area in its natural condition
may sacrifice an equivalent one in
the course of development, with the
result that the overall area of land
in prime natural condition is halved.

Secondly, the scheme fails
to recognise that the natural
character of bushland is unique
to its location. The idea that a

simple dollar value can be placed
on the natural flora and fauna of

a place, and that one natural area
can just be equated with another,
as the scheme’s proponents have
assumed, is an outrageous and
simplistic commercial fiction. The
consequences for the environment,
and for the people of NSW, are
potentially disastrous.

The current NSW Labor
government and the opposition
conservative coalition are proving
that they will short-change the
environment and the people of
the state, in their support for big
business. Using the Biobank
scheme as a precedent, the state’s
citizens should sacrifice both of
them politically, and replace them
with a parliament dominated by
left and progressive MPs. Now that
would be an improvement! &
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World push for piracy action

An unprecedented coalition of
organisations — from trade unions
to shipowners’ associations and
insurers — have joined forces to
back a global e-petition demanding
concrete action to end the piracy
that is putting lives at risk and
threatening world trade.

The online petition
(www.endpiracypetition.org) which
was launched last week is the cen-
trepiece of a new campaign to per-
suade all governments to commit the
resources necessary to end the increas-
ing problem of Somalia-based piracy.
Itis intended to deliver at least half a
million signatures to governments by
International Maritime Organisation
World Maritime Day, September 23.
It calls on nations to:

« Dedicate significant resources and
work to find real solutions to the
growing piracy problem.

e Take immediate steps to secure
the release and safe return of
kidnapped seafarers to their
families.

e Work within the international
community to secure a stable and
peaceful future for Somalia and
its people.

The campaign is being backed
by BIMCO, ICS, IFSMA, IMEC,

IPTA, Intercargo, InterManager,
International Group of P&I Clubs,
INTERTANKO, ISF, ITF, IUMI and
SIGTTO, as well as national shipown-
ers’ associations and trade unions
worldwide.

International Transport Workers
Federation (ITF) general secretary
David Cockroft commented: “With
one click everyone can now make
their feelings about piracy known,
and then pass the link on to all their
colleagues around the world who
feel the same. In this way we can
signal our belief that it is past time
for all governments to do what has
to be done to protect seafarers, ships
and the goods that they carry and on
which we all rely.”

Speaking on behalf of all the
signatory associations, International
Shipping Federation (ISF) President
Spyros M Polemis explained:
“Together we must encourage all
governments to do everything neces-
sary to protect the lives of seafarers
who are subject to increasingly violent
attacks, with over 1,800 kidnapped
in the last two years alone. Ninety
percent of world trade is carried by
sea and governments have a duty to
extend the naval protection being pro-
vided — which is currently inadequate

— and regain control of the Indian
Ocean from a handful of criminals.”
The text of the petition is:

Enough is enough!
Governments must act
now to fight piracy

Almost every day seafarers are
being kidnapped and exposed to
an increasing risk of injury or even
death. Every day seafarers transport
the world’s goods through areas
where the risk of pirate attack is
increasing.

Every day seafarers’ families
are suffering worry and uncertainty.

Every day the chances of
attracting people to jobs at sea — on
which all our economies rely — are
shrinking.

Every day shipping companies
and their insurers have to pay for
increasing anti-piracy measures,
extra fuel and ransoms — costs that
are eventually passed on to the
consumer.

Every day the risk of a major
ecological disaster due to an oil
spill caused by piracy increases.
Every day the chances of a recov-
ery in the world economy are being

French forces with Somali-based pirates captured in the Gulf of Aden.

jeopardised by this threat to world
trade.

We, the undersigned, urgently
call on governments to do every-
thing possible to protect the thou-
sands of seafarers and the hundreds
of ships at risk of attack by pirates
by:

« dedicating significant resources
and concerted efforts to find real

solutions to the growing piracy
problem;

« taking immediate steps to secure
the release and safe return of
kidnapped seafarers to their
families;

 working within the international
community to secure a stable and
peaceful future for Somalia and
its people. &

“Build Them Here”
campaign launched

The NSW branch of the
Australian Manufacturing
Workers’ Union (AMWU) is
launching its “Build Them Here”
campaign to call on the NSW
government to award transport
contracts locally, rather than
sending them overseas.

The AMWU wants the NSW
government to award train, bus and
ferry contracts to manufacturers in
the Hunter region in order to pro-
tect local manufacturing jobs and
the manufacturing industry.

An independent report commis-
sioned by the AMWU has found if
these contracts were secured locally
at least 1,200 direct jobs would be
created.

Local content requirements for
public transport procurement have
dropped significantly in recent
years.

Train carriages and buses are
now commonly brought in from
overseas in flat pack or shell form,
to be fitted out and given their fin-
ishing touches here.

The union says this trend is

undermining local transport manu-
facturing industries.

Due to some ongoing contracts,
NSW has managed to maintain the
skills and technologies needed to
build buses, trains and ferries.

But if the NSW government
— the biggest player in transport
procurement — continues to send
the work to low-cost offshore com-
petitors, it won’t be long before the
state loses its skills base and manu-
facturing capacity.

In the tendering process for the
next round of trains, buses and fer-
ries, the union is asking the state
government to:

* insist tenderers submit a local
industry participation plan

» commit where possible to build
locally to maximise content

* specify a three to one apprentice
to tradesperson ratio.

A strong transport manufactur-
ing capacity in NSW can build jobs,
offer an efficient solution to public
transport procurement into the
future and drive our economy, said
the union. &

Sydney

Assemble behind
Sydney Trades Hall
Cnr of Bathurst and

Worker faces six months in jail

Solidarity with Ark Tribe

Unions and community groups
condemn car bomb attack

Unions NSW has called for a
special police taskforce to be
established to investigate the car
bombing of the NSW construction
union headquarters overnight last
Thursday (May 13).

At a press conference Unions
NSW secretary Mark Lennon called
on the NSW government to ensure
a police taskforce was established
with the necessary resources to
catch the criminals.

“In my 20 years in the union
movement | have never seen any-
thing like this. We cannot in this
state allow things like this to rest.”

The call was backed by

the peak employer body, the

Master Builders Association, the
Construction, Forestry, Mining and
Energy Union (CFMEU), and mem-
bers of the Jewish, Arab, Maori,
migrant and Christian communities
that use the CFMEU building at
Lidcombe, in Sydney’s west, for
community events.

About 10.30pm on May 13 a
stolen car, packed with drums of
petrol, was ramraided through the
front door of the CFMEU offices
and the foyer area was soaked in
petrol before being set alight.

CFMEU state secretary Andrew
Ferguson said it was a miracle no

Senate ingquiry Into
use of NAPLAN results

The Australian Education Union
(AEU) has welcomed the establish-
ment of a Senate inquiry into the
use of student performance data.

AEU federal president Angelo
Gavrielatos said it is an important
inquiry which will look at the public
reporting of NAPLAN data and what
safeguards can be put in place to stop
the information being misused in
ways that are damaging to schools
and school communities.

“We have seen student data
repeatedly used to create damaging

league tables inappropriately ranking
schools. We will be encouraging
parents, teachers and the wider
community to participate in this
inquiry.”

The inquiry will be carried out
by the Education, Employment and
Workplace Relations References
Committee. The public will be able
to make submissions until June 25.

Public hearings are expected to be
then held in July with the committee
required to report to the Senate on
August 13. &

one was killed in the attack as two
community groups, that included
children, had left the building less
than an hour before.

Emergency services staff, una-
ware of the petrol drums in the car,
had fought the fire and could have
been blown up at any moment, he
said.

“We are greatly disturbed by
this cowardly unAustralian act,” he
said.

Although the damage to the
offices was extensive, the union
was already “back in business” and
“would not be intimidated”, he said.

“The real damage is to our
society’s democratic values,” Mr
Ferguson said.

Master Builders Association
director Peter Glover said it was
critical that all industry participants
had confidence in the rule of law.

“It is important the NSW Police
Force is able to bring the perpetra-
tors to swift justice,” Mr Glover
said.

Robin Margo, of the NSW
Jewish Board of Deputies, and
Randa Kattan, of the Arab Council
Australia, said their organisations
were shocked by the attack.

“This is an attack on the rule
of law and our democratic society,”
Mr Margo said.

“The government must devote
all the necessary resources to
ensure the criminals are caught. The
line must be drawn immediately
to show attacks of this kind are
unacceptable.” &

Dixon Sreets, Sydney 11am June 10

SYDNEY Town Hall,
George Street

12 Noon
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NSW govt to strip protection
from national parks

Peter Mac

The NSW government intends to
enact legislation to open up the
state’s national parks to commer-
cial exploitation, even where this
endangers their conservation. The
legislation is vigorously opposed
by community organisations such
as the National Parks Association.

In advice offered to the Colong
Foundation for Wilderness, senior
barrister Tim Robertson made the
following points:

1 Over many years NSW courts
have ruled that the current lease and
licencing provisions of the National
Parks and Wildlife (NPW) Act forbid
use of national parks for purposes
that would endanger their ecology
or landscape.

2 However, the proposed
new National Parks and Wildlife
Amendment (Sustainable Tourism)
Bill would eliminate this protection,
by removing the principle that the
parks can only be used for a purpose
that promotes their use as a park. It
provides legal authority for privatisa-
tion of the parks by enabling exclusive
possession rights to be given to private
interests for commercial purposes, to
promote “sustainable tourism” (See
points 7 & 8 below). If passed, the
parks may be used for a huge range of
commercial activities at the discretion
of the Minister, even where these uses
endanger conservation of the parks.

3 In a former court decision it
was found that under the NPW Act
the government “could not consent
to potentially damaging visitation
activities in National Parks for non-
Park purposes because it was bound
by ... the Act to conserve rather than
exploit the resources of the Parks”.

The current Act specifies the
principles for managing the parks
appropriately, but does not specify
approved activities that conform to
those principles, leaving it to the
courts to decide whether activities
proposed by governments do so.
However, the new bill specifies
approved activities, including some
that may be detrimental to the park’s
wildlife and ecology.

The government also proposes to
add “sustainable tourism” (see points
7 & 8 below) to “sustainable visitor

use and enjoyment” and “appropri-
ate public recreation”, the currently
stated purposes of reservation and
management.

The current Act permits the
Minister to grant leases and licences
to erect accommodation, hotels or
houses and facilities and amenities
for tourists and visitors, and for fire
fighting, first aid, surf life saving or
similar purposes. However, the Act
requires all such grants to be consist-
ent with conservation of the parks,
and the Minister’s decision may be
challenged in court.

The legislation is now to be
changed so that the only forbidden
uses are those that are specifically
stated as such in management plans
for the park, or those which the
Minister deems to be inconsistent with
the management principles.

Robertson notes: “The Court will
no longer determine ... whether the
proposed use is in accordance with
the Act: on the contrary, it is now to
be subject to the Minister’s opinion,
which cannot be reviewed by the
courts except for legal error. The
Minister, not the courts, will decide
whether a use accords with the Park’s
purpose. ... (The) purposes for which
land and buildings ... may be used ...
include supermarkets, fast food outlets
such as McDonalds and Kentucky
Fried Chicken, reception lounges
for weddings and other celebrations,
conference venues, sporting facilities
such as rifle ranges, car racing circuits
and horse racing tracks, fun parks and
... tourist resorts. Indeed, there is very
little that is done at Darling Harbour
and Disneyland that will not be able
to be done in a National Park”.

4 Activities permitted under the
new legislation increase the risk of
removal of vegetation, the alteration
of landscapes, pollution of waters,
ignition of fires, and the spread of
weeds and litter.

5 The amendment removes the
Land and Environment Court as the
independent arbiter who may deter-
mine whether the purposes for which
leases or licences are granted are in
accordance with the NPW Act.

6 Under the lease conditions the
Minister may select a purpose for
which a lease or licence is granted,
and which is consistent with the

natural and cultural values of the
land, while ignoring others which are
intended but which are inconsistent.
Moreover, the leases do not prevent
a subsequent change of use, offering
the lessee “open slather once the lease
is granted”. And finally: “Conferral of
exclusive tourism leases will enable
the tourist operator to exclude the
public from the Park”.

7 The new legislation’s “sustain-
able tourism” bears no relationship to
ecological sustainability. Robertson
notes that the popular (dictionary)
meaning of the term is “a particular
economic activity ... capable of
being carried on over time, without
diminishing the quality or quantity of
that tourism”.

8 Robertson concludes: “In the
absence of a settled technical mean-
ing, the Courts will give sustainable
tourism its dictionary meaning”.

9 If the Bill is passed, the
Minister could grant a lease to clear a
national park to build a tourist resort,
even if this compromises conservation
objectives, because the action could
be seen as promoting “sustainable
tourism”. This applies even if the
owner of rural land adjacent to the
park is prohibited from clearing land
for the same purpose.

The Royal National Park
near Sydney was the world’s sec-
ond national park, the first being
Yellowstone National Park in the US.
However, the state’s great tradition
with regard to national parks will
crash if the government’s proposed
legislation is passed.

The government demonstrated
its commercial imperatives with
the shameful leasing of the historic
North Head Quarantine Station, but
it was recently frustrated by a court
decision that prevented use of the
Blue Mountains for a blockbuster
film shoot. It is now abundantly
clear that the government intends to
transform the state’s national parks,
a vast natural asset for public interest
and enjoyment, into a commercial
commodity offering huge profits to
private interests.

That’s why the new Bill must be
defeated, and it’s one more reason
why the people of NSW must dump
the current government in ten months
time. &
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The government demonstrated its commercial imperatives with the
shameful leasing of the historic North Head Quarantine Station.

The Queensland insulation company which had employed one of
the four workers killed while working on the government’s $2.45
billion home insulation program is facing criminal charges. All
insulation installers received a letter from the government warning
them that if they are prosecuted for serious fraud, authorities
would try to recover money paid to them. They could also
seize their property under the Proceeds of Crime Act. Cleaning
up homes fitted with foil insulation will now cost $90 million —
almost double previous estimates. Manufacturers, distributors
and installers left with warehouses full of ceiling batts will be
getting some compensation out of a $15 million compensation
package. Foil insulation businesses will not be compensated.

John Large, a leading nuclear-risk expert who advises
governments, companies and non-government agencies (he is
based in Britain) has warned that terrorists could target nuclear
waste being transported across Australia to a proposed waste
dump in the Northern Territory. Mr Large pointed out that land
transport of waste was prone to accident, required extra handling
for packaging and transportation, and was open to malicious acts.

“Praise the Lord and pass the ammunition” — that old saying
is very much alive as far as the Sydney Anglican diocese is
concerned. Archbishop Peter Jensen is still fuming over the
introduction of a trial ethics course in just 10 schools in NSW and
has called on his supporters to pray and write a letter to local
MPs objecting to the ethics classes. A fund-raising website was
created by Youthworks, a department in the diocese to “protect
SRE” (special religious education). It does not seem to occur to
Mr Jensen that parents and their children could have ideas and
views different from his. Ethics, by the way, teaches tolerance.

The PNG government declared a national emergency a fortnight
ago as the country is trying to deal with an outbreak of cholera. If
not addressed promptly it could spread throughout the country. Six
people died and there have been more than 250 cases of cholera
in Port Moreshy since May 3. Port Moresby has a relatively large
population and, as a major port, it sees a large movement of
people from across Papua New Guinea every day. That alarms
health authorities as the spread of the disease is made much
easier. Cholera spreads quickly through water sources and poor
hygiene practices. As many urban settlements have very poor
water and sanitation facilities, aggravated by overcrowding,
it is almost inevitable that diseases like cholera flare up.
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Federal Labor’s tax
on super mining profits

Donald Wilson

We should defend and extend support for
Rudd’s proposed revenue tax on the super
profits made by mining companies. The tax
is a small payment for the billions of dollars
of commodities ripped from Australia. It is
interesting to see Labor state governments
supporting the mining multinationals. Anna
Bligh, who can’t sell off Queensland’s assets
quick enough, supports the multinational
mining companies.

Premier Anna Bligh says the Queensland
government will challenge the federal govern-
ment’s new mining tax plan if it poses a threat
to the state’s mining industry.

The Labor Party must be seen not as a
monolithic whole. We must see the great division
between the leaders and the rank and file and the
division among the leaders themselves. Within
the Labor Party there has been constant conflict.
On a national and state level their conflict has
occurred between left and right.

Because of its service to capitalism, but
historical profound influence in the working
class, the Labor Party has a built-in tendency to
vacillate on important questions. Vacillation and
capitalist measures alienate a section of work-
ers while the left alienates the capitalist class.
The capitalist class fears the left and fears the
forces that the left within the Labor Party may
unleash. Even though it makes use of the Labor
Party, it nonetheless is uneasy about it. This also
explains the preference of the capitalists for the
more open and “reliable” parties of capitalism,
namely the Liberal-National Parties.

There have been times that have seen strong
unity between the Labor Party, or decisive
sections of it, and the Communist Party. In the
latter part of the US aggression in Vietnam there
was unity between the Labor Party or decisive
sections of it and Communists. Given the cor-
rect common issue and correct approach, the
working class and wide sections of the people,
can be united.

We must not get lost by right opportunism
either. We must remember that the Labor party’s
leaders have frequently acted to split the working
class movement. The ALP right wing is opposed
to Communists who are banned from the party.
The essential nature of the Labor Party is a party
of capitalism. But its mass adherence is in the
working class.

This is inherently productive of crisis and
in conflict within it. In periods of crisis for
capitalism, the Labor Party has historically
come to office in Australia to use its working
class support often in very anti-working class
actions and laws. Most of the anti-working
class laws were brought in by ALP govern-
ments and then developed by the Liberal-
National Parties.

What the working class needs to do is to
test the Labor Party in practice. When the Labor
Party is in government, its right wing tends to
expose itself as pro-capitalist and incurs the
anger of the workers. The conduct of the right
wing causes an accession of strength and influ-
ence of the left wing among the working class.

This issue over the mining companies’ super
tax show where the Right pro-imperialist lead-
ers separate themselves from the working class
members of the ALP. For whatever reason Rudd
pulled this cork out of the bottle we must take
it up and develop it further. The states would
not give the federal government the reduction in
GST to fund hospital services around Australia.

Mt Tom Price iron ore open cut mine.

The federal government has retaliated by
threatening to impose these super taxes and
even challenging the rights to mining royalties.
If it was just a threat to force the states to back
Rudd’s claims on the GST for health care or
if it is a determined struggle we need to back
it and point out the pro-imperialist lobby of
politicians in the Liberal National Parties and
the ALP,- leaders such as Anna Bligh.

The mining companies and the state govern-
ments know that royalties paid to the states are
illegal as these items are excise items and under
the constitution belong to the national govern-
ment. The states and mining companies have
used this in the past for mutual advantage. This
has been a nice untroubled way to get access
to great handouts in cash for states and their
ministers. The mining company can keep their
logbooks and accounts hidden and deprive the
federal government of taxes.

The ATO states

Excise duty is a tax on certain types of
goods produced or manufactured in Australia.
These excisable goods include alcohol, tobacco
and petroleum and alternative fuels. Mining
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products are classified by the Australian gov-
ernment as manufacturing. Even someone who
works as a cleaner for a mining company is
classified as a manufacturing worker.

Inevitably, the boundaries between manufac-
turing and other sectors are sometimes blurred.
For example: a mining plant may transform raw
ore by crushing or sorting it,

The High Court has interpreted “excise”
to mean any tax imposed up to and including
the point of sale.

Section 53, in part, prevents the Senate
from introducing or amending taxation bills
(section 53 also applies to revenue and appro-
priation bills).

In regards to state laws, section 109 of the
Constitution of Australia provides that the laws
of the Commonwealth shall prevail over those
of a state to the extent of any inconsistency.

The state law, though enacted with full
validity, merely ceases to operate. Hence, in
order for s109 to come into operation at all,
there must be a valid state law and a valid
Commonwealth law. (Carter v Egg and Egg
Pulp Marketing Board (Vic)).

When s109 takes effect, the state law

yields to the Commonwealth law, but remains
a valid law of the parliament which enacted it.
The practical significance of this will become
apparent if, at some later date, the overriding
Commonwealth law ceases to operate.

In the absence of s109, this function might
have been fulfilled by covering clause 5 of the
constitution, which makes Commonwealth laws
“binding on the courts, judges and people ... of
every part of the Commonwealth”.

From our study of Marxism Leninism we
know that the Labor Party will not adversely
affect the fundamentals of capitalism in
Australia. It has historically served capitalism
and the strengthening of capitalism. Insofar
as the Labor Party has introduced reforms,
built up government enterprises, resisted
foreign encroachments, developed Australia
as a nation, created a more liberal demo-
cratic atmosphere, it has served Australia’s
development.

Its weaknesses and vacillation flow from its
capitalist nature, the weakness of the national
bourgeoisie whom it also strives to serve and
its instability because of capitalist and working
class conflicting interests within it. &

The capitalist class fears the left and fears the forces that the left within the Labor Party
may unleash. Even though it makes use of the Labor Party, it nonetheless is uneasy
about it. This also explains the preference of the capitalists for the more open and
“reliable” parties of capitalism, namely the Liberal-National Parties.
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Seven Jewish Children

performed In Perth

on third attempt

Richard Titelius

After two previous attempts
to stage the play Seven Jewish
Children by English playwright
Caryl Churchill, the performance
went off to a full house of 200
people-both of Arab and Australian
descent at the North Perth Town
Hall, without incident.

The event’s organisers, Friends
of Palestine of Western Australia
(FOPWA), had to pay $800 to hire
three security guards for the night
and the Mayor of the Town of Vincent
who owned the hall had to endure
persistent attempts to prevent the play
from being performed including the
presentation of a 600 person petition
to the council.

On the night the several members
of Perth’s misnamed Jewish
Community Council — it does not
speak for all Perth Jews, only the
Zionist ones, turned up to protest and
hand out leaflets criticising the play
which were disingenuous and fatuous
to the point of absurdity with claims
the play is propaganda, racist and an
attempt to stir up hatred against the
Jewish community.

As the supporters of the Zionists
were handing out the literature they
proclaimed, “We are not against
freedom of speech, just plays like this
which are provocative.”

Inside, FOPWA made available
literature which showed maps of the
ever shrinking area of Palestine in
contrast to the ever expanding state
of Israeli with its apartheid walls and
exclusive Israeli roads connecting
settlements.

The Convenor of the FOPWA
addressed the audience and spoke of
the two previous attempts to stage
the play, one at Kulture in Fremantle
and the other by a group of Year 11
students at the private boys Hale
School, both aborted when the Jewish
Community Council contacted these
organisations.

WA's only daily newspaper, The
West Australian, ran three articles on
the “epic struggle” by Alex Whisson
and the play’s director Vivienne
Glance to perform the 10-minute
piece, which was wholly supportive
and critical of those who would
stymie robust criticism and debate of
certain aspects of Israeli government
policy.

No children appear in the play
and all the parts on this evening were
played by volunteer performers. The
play is structured into seven different
scenes, each scene representing a
significant stage in the evolution
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
from 1930’s Germany, post-World
War Il Palestine, el Nakbah (“the
catastrophe™) in 1948, the 1950s in
Israel, the 1967 war, the 1970s (the
second war of 1973) and finally 2008
with the invasion of Gaza through
operation Cast Lead by Israel.

Each child has different questions
representing each of these periods,
and each set of parents of the child
has doubts and conflicting notions of
what the truth is and what to tell the
child. Should they tell the truth and
frighten the child or worse maybe
make themselves look bad, “Don’t tell
her what they did. Tell her something.
Tell her more when she’s older.”

The cast and director of the Perth production.

The myths of possession and the
right to live on the land also surface in
the play, “Don’t tell her who they are.
Tell her something. Tell her they’re
Bedouin, they travel about ... tell her
this wasn’t their home.” The last two
sections are the most confronting as
this is where the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict is before the world at this
moment.

“Don’t tell her anything about
bulldozers. Don’t tell about the queues
at the checkpoints”.

“Tell her she can’s watch
the news. Tell her she can watch
cartoons”, which is reminiscent of
what the coup leaders did in April
2002 in Venezuela when the coup
was failing and Hugo Chavez was
returning to Caracas to resume
the Presidency in the name of the
people. In Australia we are fed a diet
of Biggest Loser, Greys Anatomy,
Survivor and Australia’s Got Talent
to keep our minds off the political
game. “Tell her I laughed when I saw
the dead policeman, tell her they’re
animals living in rubble now.”

The audience responded warmly
and enthusiastically to the play,
which was followed by a screening
of the post-play panel discussion
in Melbourne in May 2009, which
featured eminent academics and
lawyers representing a divergence
of opinions on the Palestinian—Israeli
conflict, including Randa Abdel-
Fatteh, Paul Haywood-Smith QC,
Robert Richter QC and Professor
Dennis Altman.

Following the DVD of the panel
discussion in Melbourne, the audience
engaged in their own discussion of
the play and criticisms of the panel
discussion.

One Iragi member of the audience
in response to the claim by Professor
Dennis Altman (who is also an
agnostic Jew), that, “The reality is
that a genuine peace will only occur
when people on both sides recognise
that they will have to give up things
that they believe are intrinsic to their
identity ... what it is to be Israeli and
Palestinian ...”, said that Palestinians
should always have the right to be
able to go back to their land which
is becoming more problematic by the
week with the increasing number of
settlements sprouting up there.

A member of the audience said
that the play should be shown in
the US, as it was only the continued
industrial and military support by

directed by VIV
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the US that enabled Israel to pursue
its expansionist claims, to which
the director Ms Glance replied that
indeed the play had been performed in
Washington DC in May 2009, under
the subtitle of, “A Play for Gaza”
The Washington Post described the
play variously as, “inflammatory”,
“agitprop” and “so reductive that it
can be consigned to the category of
beautifully crafted cheap shot...”.

It is hoped that increased
performances of the play will
stimulate further discussions in what
19th century Cuban revolutionary
hero, Jose Marti described as the
entrails of the beast — the United
States of America which is largely
responsible for sustaining Israel’s
repression of the Palestinian people.

The final questioner from the
audience asked, “Where is the fine
line between the artistic vision of the
play and the political vision?”

Ms Glance responded by saying,
“The role of art is to be relevant and
when art speaks on an emotional
level it achieves this relevance. Good
theatre should also ask questions.”
The performance and the post show
“talkback” achieved that in a very
measured way.

Alex Whisson concluded the
proceedings by announcing that
talks had begun with the Jewish
Community Council to have a public
panel discussion on the issues in the
play. &

Each child has different questions representing
each of these periods, and each set of parents
of the child has doubts and conflicting notions of
what the truth Is and what to tell the child.
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A humanitarian exchange of
political prisoners in Colombia:
one step towards peace

Vinnie Molina

In Colombia there is a war with
prisoners taken from both sides;
a solution is needed. There is an
urgency to support the call for a
humanitarian exchange of prison-
ers in Colombia as a first step for a
political solution to the deep social
and armed conflict in the country.

Colombia, a South American
country with 44 million people, is
often on the news for the greatness
of the people, its national resources,
and its music but above all for the
enormity of inequality and the assas-
sination of trade unionists, the more
than 7,500 political prisoners and
the close to four million internally
displaced.

The mass media rarely informs us
in a balanced way about the decades
of the internal armed conflict. Nor do
they report the 24 million people in
Colombia that live in extreme poverty
on under one dollar a day who have
no access to the means to improve
their conditions without a radical
transformation of the economic
structure.

On my recent visit to Colombia
I was confronted immediately by
the graffiti on the streets that call for
a humanitarian exchange of prison-
ers. | had the opportunity to talk to
people — taxi drivers, students, and
other members of the public, some
of the political prisoners including
Liliany Obando held at the Buen
Pastor Women’s Prison, as well as
some protestors with banners flying
for humanitarian exchange that | hap-
pened upon as | was walking around
central Bogota.

In many of the conversations |
heard about the high social costs of
Uribe’s peace, his “democratic secu-
rity” program that aims at a military
solution, the defeat of the guerrilla
insurgency and the silencing of dis-
sent or political opposition. The punch
line was always a desire for peace, an
end to conflict but not without social
justice in Colombia.

Currently there are more than
7,500 political prisoners in Colombian
jails, most of them never involved in

the armed conflict. Many have been
sentenced to long jail terms and others
like Revolutionary Army Forces of
Colombia (FARC) members Simon
Trinidad, Sonia and Ivan Vargas have
been extradited to the United States.

For these political and war pris-
oners there is little chance of seeing
justice and being freed without a
humanitarian exchange of prisoners.
The demand for this exchange is seen
by the people in Colombia and the
international community as a first
step towards a political solution to the
armed conflict in the country.

Colombia has been in armed
struggle for almost six decades since
the late 1940s in which liberal guer-
rilla groups were formed to fight
for democratic participation. Those
attempts did not last long but it set
the conditions for armed organisa-
tions such as FARC and the National
Liberation Army, ELN, to form. Their
formation is rooted in the inequality,
poverty and the lack of political spac-
es to participate freely in a democratic
process that exists for the majority of
the people. FARC celebrates its 46th
anniversary on the May 27.

It was after the events of
September 11, 2001 in the United
States that the status of FARC was
altered from being a legitimate bel-
ligerent organisation for oppressed
peoples of Colombia to being
listed as a terrorist organisation by
Washington with the European Union
and Colombian government follow-
ing suit.

FARC was already engaged in
the process of holding peace negotia-
tions, had agreed to a cease fire and
many of its members had participated
in the formation of a political force
called the Patriotic Union (UP) and
inroads into positions in government
had been made. The peace process fell
into disarray when the government
broke off the cease fire by a military
attack forcing the FARC forces back
into the jungle.

The US administration had not
been in support of a peace proc-
ess in Colombia and proposed an
adventurous military solution to the

Plan to destroy

Wikileaks

A secret leaked document reveals
plans by US intelligence to destroy
the Wikileaks group. The docu-
ment is a classified (Secret/Noforn)
32-page US counter-intelligence
investigation into WikiLeaks.

“The possibility that cur-
rent employees or moles within
Department of Defence or elsewhere
in the US government are providing
sensitive or classified information to
Wikileaks.org cannot be ruled out,”
it says.

It concocts a plan to fatally
marginalise the organisation. Since
WikiLeaks uses “trust as a centre of
gravity by protecting the anonymity
and identity of the insiders, leakers
or whisteblowers”, the report recom-
mends “The identification, exposure,

termination of employment, criminal
prosecution, legal action against cur-
rent or former insiders, leakers, or
whistlblowers could potentially dam-
age or destroy this centre of gravity
and deter others considering similar
actions from using the Wikileaks.org
website”.

As two years have passed since
the date of the report, with no
WikiLeaks’ source exposed, it appears
that this plan was ineffective.

As an odd justification for the
plan, the report claims that “Several
foreign countries including China,
Israel, North Korea, Russia, Vietnam,
and Zimbabwe have denounced or
blocked access to the Wikileaks.org
website”.

Wikileaks &

Colombian conflict, leveraging their
proposal with a multi-billion dollar
aid package called “Plan Colombia”.
Colombia is the recipient of the sec-
ond largest US economic aid package
after Israel.

The US has not been interested in
finding a political solution to the con-
flict and has on the contrary armed,
trained and encouraged a military
solution. The Colombian government,
using this US assisted state terrorism,
assassinated up to 5,000 members
of the Patriotic Union. Many of the
survivors fled to the jungle and joined
the armed struggle as the only means
left to advance the political struggle
for social change.

Since then the conflict has devel-
oped to the point where most people,
particularly those living in rural areas,
have been touched. As a consequence
of the conflict, almost for million peo-
ple are internally displaced, consid-
ered to be only second to Sudan in its
severity. Indiscriminate assassinations
of community leaders, trade unionists,
human rights campaigners, and church
leaders at the hands of military and
paramilitary forces continue. Many
more are being falsely imprisoned,
accused of the catch-all charge of
rebellion.

Repression in Colombia has
been privatised with the use of pri-
vate armies under the umbrella of
the Colombian army coming to the
service of multinational interests. The
democratic security plan is considered
by some intellectuals in Colombia to
be a failure which is being justified by
the government through the use of the
so-called false-positives, a process in
which poor young people have been
taken away, assassinated, dressed as
guerrilla fighters and presented to the
media as evidence of the success of
the war on insurgency. @
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Israel: the boycott of
settlement products

In recent weeks, the subject of
the boycott on the products of
settlements has again become
prominent on the lIsraeli public
agenda. The Gush Shalom move-
ment has been calling for such a
boycott for a decade and more.
We call upon the public not to
purchase these products, and we
maintain a detailed list of them,
which we publish on our website
and distribute at public gatherings
and the doors of supermarkets.

Tens of thousands of Israelis
already participate in our boycott
campaign, and we welcome all
people and groups who join in — as
recently did public figures of the
Arab sector in Israel.

We are opposed to the estab-
lishment of settlements and to
their continued existence. The
raison d’étre of the settlements is
to prevent the end of the occupa-
tion and the establishment of an
independent Palestinian state. This
makes them the main obstacle
to achieving peace and the main

cause for continued conflict, hatred
and bloodshed. Establishment of
settlements is a clear violation of
international law, which specifically
prohibits an occupying power from
transferring its civilian population
to the occupied territory.

Establishment of settlements
is also an act of theft: settlements
built on private land constitute
theft from private landowners, the
establishment of settlements on
state land is theft from the entire
Palestinian people, as all state
land in the occupied territories is
the property of the future state of
Palestine. There is a large section of
the Israeli public which opposes the
settlements, and there is no reason
why they should support the settle-
ment project from their own pocket
even by a single penny.

Most of the industrialists
who moved their plants over to
the settlements did not do so for
ideological reasons, but because
of generous government subsidies.
When they find out that location

in a settlement causes them to be
exposed to boycott and causes dam-
age to their business, they will go
away from there — there are actually
more and more such cases. Anyone
who boycotts the products of the
settlements takes a completely
legitimate and democratic action,
which undermines the occupation
and promotes peace.

The Netanyahu govern-
ment’s protest against the boycott
proclaimed by the Palestinian
Authority against settlements prod-
ucts is the epitome of chutzpah
which deserves to be registered
in the Guinness Book of Records.
The settlements are located on land
stolen from the Palestinians by
force, for the express purpose of
the denying to the Palestinians the
achievement of their basic national
aspirations.

What can be more natural,
as well as justified, than that the
Palestinians would boycott these
settlements and their products?
Gush Shalom &
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BP and friends:
the face of the enemy

Emile Schepers

When we attack corporate abuses
we sometimes forget that a cor-
poration is not a person, it is an
inanimate thing, a mere instrument
used by certain flesh and blood
individual persons to advance their
economic and political interests.
The enemy of the working people
of the world may seem at times to
be “the corporations” but behind
the corporations are the ruling
class and its individual members,
who are human beings, sort of.

This is revealed in the ease with
which certain ruling class individuals
are sometimes willing to loot “their
own” corporations and leave them
as heaps of rubble underneath which
their employees and small scale
investors lie buried. We saw that with
Enron and with a whole bunch of cor-
porations in the last couple of years.

So when we denounce British
Petroleum, Halliburton and other
corporations for the catastrophe they
have created in the Gulf of Mexico,
we must not let the actual individu-
als who made the decisions off the
hook. The corporate structures must
not be allowed to mask the face of
the enemy, which is a human face,
though a nasty one.

Let us look at the board of
directors of British Petroleum. It is
composed of extremely high powered
individuals. They cannot wash their
hands of responsibility for the disaster

Oil-dispersing
chemicals used to
clean up the vast BP
spill in the Gulf of
Mexico carry their own
environmental risks,
making a toxic soup
that could endanger
marine creatures even
as it keeps the slick
from reaching the
vulnerable coast.

and pass the blame to some underling,
saying “I did not know”. They are
experienced achievers, movers and
shakers, not fools or puppets of their
own underlings. They as individuals,
and not just the corporation, have to
be held personally accountable.

On the board of directors there
are no fewer than four people listed
as being on the committee charged
with “environmental responsibil-
ity’. With so many people at the
top looking out for “environmental
responsibility” you would think that
some environmental responsibility

World Peace Council
urges US to close
Guantanamo base

The President of the World Peace
Council Maria do Socorro Gomes
has slammed the US government
for maintaining in Cuba the
Guantanamo naval base against
the will of the Cuban people.

In a Seminar on Peace for the
Abolition of Foreign Military Bases
underway in Guantdnamo, Socorro
Gomes (Brazil) said the Gitmo base
is an insult to the Cuban people and
it should be closed.

Socorro Gomes demanded the
unconditional return of the territory
that was seized by the US through
the Platt Amendment in 1903. “The
naval base in Guantanamo, turned
into jail and centre of tortures for
eight years, reaffirms the hypocritical
nature and the double standard of US

policy, which has no moral to talk of
democracy and human rights,” she
said in the seminar attended by some
80 delegates.

According to Gomes the estab-
lishment of new bases in Honduras,
Panama and Colombia proves the
objective of those centres is to over-
throw revolutionary movements and
governments, and not the struggle
against terrorism and drug traffick-
ing, as Washington has put forward.

The Brazilian delegate demanded
Washington lift the economic, finan-
cial and commercial blockade against
Cuba and expressed her support for
the release from jail of five Cuban
anti-terrorist fighters unfairly impris-
oned in that country. &
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would have materialised. Maybe that
was not really their role.

The chairman of the board of
British Petroleum is a Swede, Carl-
Henric Svanberg, who has plenty of
establishment connections, which got
him a medal from King Carl-Gustav
for “his contribution to Swedish
industry”. There are a number of
Englishmen, Scots, Americans and
others, some of whom began as
humble chemists or engineers but all
of them are now as wired as can be
with transnational capital.

Particularly interesting is
board member Cynthia Carroll, an
American, who is one of several peo-
ple on the BP board with membership
in the corporation’s “safety, ethics and
environmental responsibility commit-
tees”, according to the website.

What caught my eye about Ms
Carroll was the fact that she is the
current executive director of Anglo
American PLC, as well as sitting of
the board of DeBeers and BP.

For those who don’t follow min-
ing matters, Anglo-American and

DeBeers are the two ugly twins of
South African mining. Both compa-
nies are heavily implicated in oppres-
sive labour conditions in South Africa
and its neighbours. Historically,
Anglo-American ran the gold mines
of the Transvaal, while DeBeers is of
course world famous for its diamonds.

Ms Carroll became executive
director of Anglo-American in
March 2007, and has been sharply
criticised in South Africa because of
her company’s labour practices. She
was also formerly associated with
the aluminium mining giant, Alcan,
and other corporate behemoths. Her
salary at BP is said to be about US$2
million per year.

Anglo American is now world-
wide. It is in the process of devel-
oping a very large scale gold and
molybdenum mine, the Pebble Mine
in interior Alaska, near villages of the
Tanana and other Native American
communities. In fact, the project
is very controversial locally and
beyond, because it may block salmon
migrations, vital to the local fishing

industry, by damming the rivers the
fish need for spawning, and because
of fears that cyanide and other materi-
als used in such mining will create an
environmental catastrophe that will
harm the livelihood and health of the
local communities.

Both Anglo American and BP
are huge transnationals, the leaders
in the respective fields of oil extrac-
tion and mining. Their fingers are in
many, many pies, and the greed and
irresponsibility that have bubbled to
the surface in the Gulf of Mexico dis-
aster amount to a systematic rape of
the whole planet. Nor are they alone:
Other major mining companies such
as Rio Tinto and Pacific Rim have
their own scandals. But in each case,
the corporations do not make the bad
decisions that harm people and the
environment, the ruling class people
who run those corporations do.

Let us work to for an accounting
of the flesh-and-blood ruling class,
not just their bloodless corporate
instruments.

People’s World &

Strike on May 20:
another successful battle of PAME

Millions of strikers and tens of
thousands of protestors, workers
and young people, gave one more
strong response to the anti-people
offensive, condemning the severe
anti-people measures with their
participation in the ninth success-
ful strike of All workers’ Militant
Front (PAME) in five months.
Early in the dawn, a few hun-
dred strikers of PAME occupied the
building of the Ministry of Labour
denouncing the new round of anti-
people measures by the govern-
ment, the EU and the IMF. They
hung a banner on the building’s
facade bearing the slogan “Reject
the measures”. The river of strikers
headed for the Ministry of Labour
which has been the heart of the
struggle of the class-oriented forces.
Public buildings were also occupied
in other cities across the country.
Once again, despite the fact that
the media tried to bury the strike
demonstrations of PAME, the work-
ing people turned their backs on the
compromised yellow leaderships of
GSEE-ADEDY (trade union federa-
tions in private and public sectors)

and transformed the demonstrations
of the class-oriented forces to mas-
sive rallies that attracted the major-
ity of the strikers.

In their speeches the representa-
tives of the class-oriented forces
pointed out the recent announce-
ments of the social democrat gov-
ernment about the social security
system.

The new measures bring a dim
future for the working people as
they force them to work more than
40 years, increase the retirement
ages, reduce pensions and transform
them to a starvation allowance of
360 euros (a month) while at the
same time abolishing the list of
hazardous occupations.

At the same time communists
combined the strike with a signifi-
cant ideological and political strug-
gle against the propaganda of the
bourgeoisie’s claims that the strikes
allegedly damage tourism and their
vile anti-communism and propa-
ganda against PAME. The class
oriented forces revealed that when
capital talks about tourist develop-
ment, it means the development

that benefits the monopoly groups;
it means the “Greek tourist para-
dise” where Greek workers work
like slaves, their holidays are short-
ened and fewer of them can afford
holidays.

The demonstration in
Athens was held at the square
of Omonoia, in the centre of the
city. Representatives of PAME,

All Greek Anti-monopoly Rally of
the self-employed and the small
tradesman (PASEVE), All Peasants’
Militant Rally (PASY), Students’
Militant Front (MAS) saluted

the rally. Thereafter, in a militant
atmosphere, the blocks of PAME
headed for the Ministry of Labour.

We should also note the wave
of solidarity of communist and
workers’ parties, trade unions, mass
organisations, workers and young
people continues to grow.

The working people, the
self-employed, the young people
declared that the struggle will
continue even more dynamically
paving the way for the people’s alli-
ance, for the alliance of the working
class and its allies. &
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Nile whips up racism

Trust Fred Nile (the NSW
Christian Democrat’s “moral cru-
sader”) to try and gain relevance.
Nile is notorious for his hate
speeches, his campaigns against
gays, and his support for anti-
abortion campaigners; in other
words a far-right wing religious
zealot who always tries to whip
up intolerance. He is at it again.
This time Nile has made an
attempt to bring on a debate with his
Bill in the NSW Upper House to ban
the wearing of the burga. The only

The funniest thing Fred Nile said
was that he was actually fighting for
women’s rights and wanted to set
them free from male dominance.

Mind you there was nothing rac-
ist about his proposal according to
him. Seeing that his plan was only
directed at a particular section of the
community (and not very numerous,
either) it should be seen for what it
is — an attempt to whip up an attack
on that particular community.

There are enough racist attitudes
as is without adding another one. 1 did
not notice his objections to other dress
codes — apart from objecting to topless
bathing at one stage. Fred Nile did not
say a word when the former prime
minister John Howard paraded in front
of cameras in his “sporty” outfits — an
aesthetically disgusting combination
of second-hand physique and daggy
clothes. Or the present leader of the
opposition in his budgie smugglers.

Ask women about what rights
they should enjoy and they will tell
you. They don’t need the likes of Fred
to figure that out.

Comrade Dalai Lama

I opened the paper and choked
on my toast: the Dalai Lama has
announced that he is a Marxist
who condemns capitalism as a
system for its main goal “to make
profit”.

He also praised Marxism for the
only economic system that expresses
concern for an equal distribution of
wealth. The Dalai Lama revealed his
views in a news conference at the start
of his short visit to the US with his
teaching sessions.

It is difficult to say why he’s
done that but usually an economic
crisis sharpens the minds on all
things economic and political. My
plans to send an application form
were somewhat nipped in the bud
— further on in his press conference
he got stuck into China for being
authoritarian, oppressive, with no
human rights etc — the usual things
one hears from him. Oh, well — back
to my breakfast.

T Southern

Newcastle
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Diggers fighting
for God, King
and the Bank of
England

Last week, | wrote about an article in
the Newcastle Herald in which a WA aca-
demic futilely attempted to rubbish Lenin.
Apparently pursuing a theme, on the next
page of that issue Mike Scanlon, a columnist
for the paper, had another full-page article
devoted to Australians who fought in Russia
on behalf of Britain against the Bolshevik
Revolution.

Unlike Professor Mark Edele’s diatribe
against Lenin, Scanlon’s piece, although biased,
tended to stick to historical facts. But, of course,
it only told part of the story.

The revolution of 1917 that began in
Petrograd and quickly spread to other parts
of the country shocked the leaders of all the
imperialist powers. They were engaged in
a war for markets at the time, a little stoush
called WWZ1, in which they had invested a lot
of time and effort (not to mention extensive
propaganda).

However, the Revolution in Russia quickly
replaced the War as their main concern, despite
what bourgeois history books try to tell you.
Imperialism’s first reaction was to try to use
their intelligence agents and Tsarist generals
to “nip the Revolution in the bud”.

When that proved a lot harder than they had
expected, they set about arming and financing
various counter-revolutionary would-be
dictators. When that did not go so well either,
the chancelleries of Britain, France, Germany
(with whom the other two were supposedly still
at war), the USA, Japan and more than a dozen

other countries sent troops and naval forces to
“intervene” in Russia.

There were many thousands of Allied troops
in Europe at the time who were quickly invited
to volunteer for special duties in Russia. About
150 Australians signed up for a special unit of
the British Army with the innocuous name, the
North Russia Relief Force.

To induce the Australians to join up, they
were allowed to wear their AIF uniforms, and
as an added sweetener, were paid 14 shillings
a day instead of the six shillings a day they had
been paid for fighting in the Great War.

As Scanlon points out, the reasons given for
the intervention (to prevent Allied war material
from falling into German hands) were largely
bogus. “The real reason” he notes, “had the aim
of kicking the Communists out, if Britain’s First
Lord of the Admiralty, Winston Churchill, a
rabid anti-Bolshevik, had had his way.”

The forces of wealth and privilege — whether
old-fashioned aristocrats or new look capitalists
— welcomed the interventionists; the mass of
the people did not. Despite killing thousands
of people and destroying huge amounts of
resources the Russian workers and peasants
desperately needed, the intervention ultimately
failed, the remnants of the counter-revolutionary
armies of Kolchak, Denikin, and the other
dictators-in-waiting having to ignominiously
flee abroad in ships provided by their imperialist
backers.

One of the Australians who served in Russia
with the counter-revolutionary intervention
forces was Sergeant John Kelly of Glen Innes.
Melbourne author Michael Challinger, in his
book Aussies In Arkhangel, quotes Kelly say-
ing of his time in Russia: “We were all of the
opinion that the revolution was a civil thing....

“None of us had any heart for [the Russian
campaign]. ... We had no right to be there. Had
I known what the aim and nature of the mission
was, |, for one, would never have volunteered
for the job.”

This sentiment was shared by General
Graves, commander of the American
Expeditionary Force in Siberia. Graves’ orders
from the US War Department were to protect
the Trans-Siberian Railway and to refrain from
interfering in domestic Russian affairs.

Graves’ determination to do as his orders
said was not to the taste of the other intervention
leaders. British commander General Knox
visited him and candidly told Graves: “You’re
getting a reputation of being a friend of the poor.
Don’t you know they’re only swine?”

Scanlon refers to the thousands of
“bewildered” US troops who had joined
up to fight Germans in France and found
themselves “mostly fighting against the Red

Unidentified soldier — from the Australian War Memorial's collection. Photo probably taken
in Australia, pre-embarkation sometime between 1915-1918.

Army”. The US troops were repelled by the
barbarity and brutality of the White forces of
Admiral Kolchak, former Tsarist officer and
self-proclaimed “Supreme Ruler of Russia”.

Kolchak’s men indiscriminately butchered
men, women and children and — if challenged
about this — claimed the victims had been
Bolsheviks. “This explanation”, commented
an appalled Graves, “apparently satisfied the
world.”

One wonders what Graves’ reaction would
have been to US policy today in Afghanistan,
where civilian casualties are airily written off
as “insurgents”, another explanation that is
apparently intended to satisfy the world.

Graves’ open displeasure with the Whites
actions in Siberia led to agents of Kolchak
launching a propaganda campaign against him,
saying he had “gone Bolshevik” and that his
headquarters was infested with Jews!

By far the largest Intervention force was the
70,000 Japanese who had hopes of annexing
the whole of Siberia to add to their imperial
possessions Korea and Taiwan (Formosa).

Japanese troops were not finally evicted
from Soviet soil until November 1919, long
after the other interventionists, including the
Australians, had been sent packing. &
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Sun 30 May -
Sat 5 June

he line between fiction and

fact in film and TV has
never been so blurred as it is today.
Programs labelled “documentary” are
largely acted with scripted dialogue.
This reflects the view, popular with
academics close to the ruling class,
that all history is just someone’s
interpretation, and hence someone’s
fiction.

The popularisation of historical
drama as historical fact is a boon
to the propagandists of capitalism,
allowing them to rewrite history
with confidence. Even if someone
does point out factual error, it can be
excused as “artistic licence”. Super!

Consequently, | approached the
HBO and BBC co-production The
Gathering Storm (ABC1 Sunday
May 30 at 8.35pm) with decidedly
low expectations. Based on Winston
Churchill’s own book about his time
in the “wilderness”, the 1930s, when
he was rejected by the Tories and
derided for his constant warnings
about the peril posed by German re-
armament, the program — for all its
faults, and they are many — turns out
to be riveting viewing.

The program is helped enormous-
ly by having a remarkable cast: Albert
Finney plays Churchill, Vanessa
Redgrave his wife Clemmie, Derek

Jacobi is Prime Minister Stanley
Baldwin, Ronnie Barker is Churchill’s
butler/valet and there are lots of other
familiar faces.

Although several historical fig-
ures are amalgamated for dramatic
effect, the main flaws in the program
are sins of omission. Baldwin’s
policy of appeasement (continued and
intensified by his successor Neville
Chamberlain) is here the consequence
of Baldwin’s acute pacifism and hor-
ror of war; it apparently has nothing
to do with any desire to persuade the
Nazis to march eastward and knock
off the socialist monster the USSR.

Similarly, economics enters the
equation only in Baldwin’s desire
that Anglo-German trade should not
be affected by Churchill’s criticism
of Berlin’s policies. There is no men-
tion of the Depression, of German
penetration of British markets, or —
even more significantly — of the com-
mercial, financial and industrial links
between major British and German
companies, nor of the influence of
these companies on government
policy.

In fact, from this program you
could be excused for believing that
big business had no say in government
policy whatsoever! British govern-
ment policy was apparently made
altruistically according to personal
whim and in reaction to objective
geopolitical actions. Sure it was!

Churchill’s opposition to
Germany was based on the threat
Hitler, on behalf of German imperi-
alism, posed to British imperialism.
Churchill was and remained an arch
conservative, but he was wise enough
to recognise necessity, as when he
championed the concept of an alli-
ance (purely of convenience, as far
as he was concerned) with the Soviet
Union, which he had spent 20 years
trying to destroy.

A complex imperialist, then, and
in his way far more interesting than

$-

this program indicates. If you bear
that in mind, however, it is damn
good television.

he ABC calls Misfits (ABC2

Mondays from May 31 at
9.30pm) a comedy, which is certainly
not borne out by the first episode. A
teenage adventure with its tongue only
very slightly in its cheek — perhaps —
would be more accurate.

In fact, as a teen adventure the
first instalment is rather good. The
five under-achieving teens at its cen-
tre are all doing community service
and are a decidedly mixed bunch.
One of them has an accent (Scouse,
perhaps?) so thick that even the others
(let alone the viewers) have trouble
understanding her.

During a freak storm they are
apparently struck by lightning and
afterwards begin to realise they now
have superpowers, that are not always
welcome.

It is very well done, resisting
the urge to talk down to its young
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Misfits (ABC2 Mondays from May 31 at 9.30pm) — (left to right) Curtis

audience. | enjoyed it and look for-
ward to seeing more of the adven-
tures of this mixed bag of reluctant
superheroes.

Acouple of years ago, a British

program called Blood, Sweat
And T-shirts took a group of teenage
English fashionistas to India to see
the actual conditions under which
the workers who made their beloved
clothes lived and worked. That series
was shown on ABC2 along with two
follow-up series.

One of the girls who went on that
first tour was so shocked by what she
saw that when she got back to Britain
she threw herself into raising money
for the child workers she had seen
in Mumbai.

Yes, | know: the charity route
treats the symptoms and not the
cause (poverty and exploitation — or,
the capitalist system) but at least her
heart was in the right place.

Her name is Stacey Dooley
and she is still campaigning on
behalf of child workers around the
world. Now we have a new two-part
series, Stacey Dooley Investigates
(ABC2 Wednesdays from June 2
at 9.30pm), in which 20-year-old
Stacey goes to Nepal and the Ivory
Coast, to expose the enslavement and
entrapment of child workers.

She is conscious of the inad-
equacy of her response, but says
“Changing one person’s life is better

(Nathan Stewart-Jarrett),
Alisha (Antonia Thomas), Nathan (Robert Sheehan), Kelly (Lauren Socha) and Simon (lwan Rheon).

than nothing, isn’t it? It’s not great,
but why wouldn’t you do it?”

The problem with the series is
that it’s been made for an audience
as superficial and ignorant as Tracey
herself was, and one would hope that
Guardian readers would already be
aware of issues like the prevalence of
child labour in today’s world.

Tracey appears to be a lovely
girl — bright, outgoing, pretty and
sincere — and it’s easy to see why
they decided to make more programs
with her. Her fashionista persona is so
ingrained, however, that even when
she is genuinely moved to tears by the
plight of the children she sees, when
she dabs at her eyes she automati-
cally does so in a way that ensures
her mascara is not smeared.

It may sound false, but actually
her sincerity is so transparent, it’s
endearing.

like the paranormal adventure

and romance genre, although
werewolves are not my favourite char-
acters. However, the murder mystery
Werewolves: The Dark Survivors
(ABC2 Friday June 2 at 8.30pm)
is so determined to make werewolves
appear scientifically plausible that it
ultimately (and surprisingly quickly)
becomes boring.

It is also, rather implausibly,
narrated by a dead person who does
not even have the excuse of being a
vampire! &
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THE NEW COMMONWEALTH/STATES HEALTH DEAL -

GOOD DEAL, BAD DEAL? FOR WHOM?
lan Hickie, Prof, Brain Mind Insitute, Uni. of Sydney;
Gawaine Powell Davies, A/Prof, CEO, UNSW Research Centre Primary

PROSPECTS FOR NON-NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION &

Rory Medcalf, Convenor Nuclear Policy, Lowy Institute;

IS EQUALITY STILL A PRIORITY?
Julian Disney, Director Social Justice Project UNSW;
Frank Stilwell, Prof, Political Economy, Uni of Sydney

Every Friday 6pm i 7.45

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Pat Toms 02 9358 4834
patandbrucetoms@gmail.com

www.politicsinthepub.org.au
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Call to halt risky

cloud-whitening project

Amidst revelations in the London Times
newspaper that a team of scientists and
engineers funded by billionaire Bill Gates
are planning to carry out “a 10,000 square
kilometre field trial” of controversial
“cloud-whitening” technology, over 100
civil society groups are urging governments
meeting on biological diversity in Nairobi
to stop risky geoengineering experiments
now. Geoengineering refers to large-scale
technological schemes to intentionally
alter the planet’s systems as a quick fix for
climate change.

The San Francisco based “Silver Lining
Project” directed by entrepreneur Kelly Wanser
has so far received US$300,000 from Bill Gates
to develop technologies that will increase the
whiteness of marine clouds. Theoretically,
executed on a massive scale, whiter clouds
could increase the earth’s albedo, reflecting more
sunlight back to space and thereby reduce global
warming (without changing the composition of
greenhouse gases which cause warming).

The Silver Lining Project has decided to
press ahead with plans to alter cloud-cover
over an undisclosed 10,000 square kilometre
patch of ocean (as large as the BP oil slick
was a few days ago). If not stopped, the Gates
“cloud-bleaching” experiment would be the
largest known geoengineering field trial to date.
Its effects could include changes in rainfall and
other altered weather patterns. Among the sites
frequently spoken of by scientists engaged in
this research are the Pacific coasts of North and
South America (specifically California, Ecuador,
Peru and Chile).

Most worrisome, the Times revealed: “The
British and American scientists involved do not
intend to wait for international rules on technol-
ogy that deliberately alters the climate.” It was
possible that such rules could be set in motion
this month as scientists and diplomats from
193 nations are meeting under the auspices of
the UN Convention on Biological Diversity’s
scientific body.

The meeting in Nairobi of SBSTTA 14
(Subsidiary Body of Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice) is the first time a UN
Body has addressed geoengineering as a whole
since the signing of the ENMOD Treaty in
Geneva in 1976 that banned environmental
modification for “hostile uses”.

A new global coalition will be urging
governments in Nairobi to adopt a moratorium
on all geoengineering experiments, just as
the UN Convention on Biological Diversity
adopted a moratorium on ocean fertilisation
in 2008. Over one hundred organisations and
individuals, including leading names in the
environmental and global justice movement
have joined the HOME campaign: Hands off
Mother Earth — Our Home is not a Laboratory
(www.handsoffmotherearth.org).

“Our Home Planet Earth should not be
treated as a laboratory for risky geoengineer-
ing experiments,” said Silvia Ribeiro of ETC
Group in Mexico speaking from the Nairobi

SBSTTA meeting. “Human-caused climate
change already threatens our lands, seas, food
supply and rights. We do not want to embark on
another dangerous experiment with our planet.
If they think that the people and governments
of Ecuador, Peru or Chile — or anywhere else
they might try — will stand idly by as they mess
with our oceans, clouds and weather, they are
in for a surprise. Delegates here are shocked
by these plans.”

“We knew Microsoft was developing cloud
applications for computers but we didn’t expect
this,” explained Jim Thomas of ETC Group,
one of the founding organisations of the HOME
campaign. “Bill Gates and his cloud-wrenching
cronies have no right to unilaterally change our
seas and skies in this way. A global moratorium
on geoengineering experiments just became
a whole lot more urgent and the meeting in
Nairobi is a fine place to ensure that it gets put
into place rapidly.”

Additional background:

What: Geoengineering refers to large-scale
technological proposals to fix climate change
by deliberately altering the climate, weather,
atmosphere and oceans. Examples of geoen-
gineering schemes include dumping nutrients
into the sea to grow algal blooms (called Ocean
Fertilisation), turning extensive monoculture

plantations into charcoal to bury in the soil
(called biochar) and deliberately polluting the
upper atmosphere with sulphur or aluminium
particles to reflect sunlight (called stratospheric
aerosols) as well as cloud-whitening.

All of these experiments have large potential
impacts on environment, biodiversity and the
livelihoods of people especially in the Global
South. Geoengineering advocates argue that
there is no time for a global political agreement
to address the real causes of climate change, so
brave new scientists and wealthy entrepreneurs
should save the world for all of us instead, with
their own technofixes.

There are now several geoengineering
experiments getting underway without any
global oversight framework in place and larger
experiments are planned. Geoengineers, includ-
ing those behind the Gates cloud-wrenching test
have recently proposed “voluntary guidelines”
rather than full independent multilateral over-
sight of the field.

The proposal currently before SBSTTA 14
is for governments to look into the biodiversity
implications of geoengineering (as well as to
examine the ongoing work on ocean fertilisation
which began in 2008). Civil society groups are
insisting experiments be stopped while govern-
ments examine the implications of such research.

Who: A new global campaign and

coalition to stop geoengineering experiments
was launched last month at an international
climate change meeting in Cochabamba,
Bolivia. This Hands Off Mother Earth (HOME)
Campaign is calling on governments through
the UN to put a halt to unilateral open-air geo-
engineering experiments, arguing they are too
risky and unjust.

Supporters of the HOME campaign against
geoengineering include high profile environmen-
talists such as Bill McKibben, David Suzuki,
Vandana Shiva and Naomi Klein. Organisations
supporting the HOME campaign include ETC
Group, Friends of the Earth International, Third
World Network, Indigenous Environmental
Network, la Via Campenina, Asian Indigenous
Peoples Pact, Biofuelwatch and many others.

Show of Hands: Additionally members
of the public have been uploading their pic-
tures with their hands held up with messages
against geoengineering to a growing photo
petition at Hands Off Mother Earth’s website
(www.handsoffmotherearth.org). A giant poster
displaying the protest is on display at SBSTTA
14 in Nairobi and ETC Group has three people
at the meeting, working with campaign partners
to inform delegates of the protest and the rea-
sons behind it.

Acknowledgements: ETC Group,
(www.etcgroup.org) @&

If not stopped, the Gates “cloud-bleaching” experiment would be the
largest known geoengineering field trial to date. Its effects could include

changes In rainfall and other altered weather patterns.
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