***

The Guardian

The Workers’ Weekly

May 5
2010

$1.50

# 1453

* *

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA

Spy agency

power grab

continues

Bob Briton

Media reports revealed last week that the
federal government is planning to allow
ASIO officers to carry weapons. Agents of
ASIS - Australia’s overseas spy agency —
would also be able to carry weapons and
launch paramilitary actions in other coun-
tries. The Defence Signals Directorate (DSD)
would be permitted to carry out domestic
wiretaps on request from ASIO or ASIS
with a simple warrant from a judge. In the
same week, experts and refugee groups went
public with grave concerns about proposed
legislation that could jail volunteers assisting
asylum seekers. Everywhere you look, the
federal government is attacking the civil
liberties of Australians and tightening the
cordon around “fortress Australia”.

The news comes hard on the heels of
announcements that the applications for
refugee status for Afghans and Sri Lankans
have been suspended for six months and three
months respectively. The notorious Curtin
immigration detention centre in WA has been
recommissioned. Australia is breaching its
obligations under international law to receive
asylum seekers and to process their requests for
refuge. (See page 3.)

The reports follow on the federal
government’s refusal to consider key
recommendations of the Brennan committee
that investigated human rights in Australia and
reported to the Federal Attorney General last
September. The committee found widespread
support in the community for a Human Rights
Act but the federal government was having
none of that. Its plans were clearly headed in
the opposite direction.

The Sydney Morning Herald went public
last week with reports from intelligence sources
that ASIO officers would soon be able to carry
weapons for “self-defence”. There was no
evidence given that intelligence officers need
protection from the public. On the contrary,
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there is mounting evidence that the public needs
protection from ASIO.

The Law Council of Australia recently
wrote to the Attorney General asking that
the spy agency be reined in with regard to
its investigations. The Council claims ASIO
misleads the individuals it interviews into
believing they have fewer rights to legal
representation and to refrain from answering
questions than they actually have under current
legislation. In the case of “terror suspect” Izhar
ul-Huque in 2003, Justice Adams noted that the
agency had been deceptive, intimidating and
engaged in a “gross breach of powers”.

ASIS lost its gun licence in 1983 when
officers terrorised guests at the Sheraton Hotel
in Melbourne during a mock surveillance and
hostage rescue exercise. Officers were allowed
to carry weapons again in 2004 as a result of
the Howard era spy agency power grab that
followed 9/11 and the Bali bombings. The
latest move would give the local MI6 and CIA
equivalent the power to carry out paramilitary
actions in other countries. The PM’s National
Security Adviser, Duncan Lewis, is a former
special forces commander. The move would
worsen Australia’s reputation in the region
for interference in the internal affairs of its
neighbours and heighten tensions.

DSD is said to be getting a powers boost
on top of its new $14 million Cyber Security
Operations Centre in Canberra. The military
agency will be able to perform domestic wiretaps
upon request from ASIO or ASIS. All that would
be required would be a warrant from an obliging
judge. The powers are to be granted in response
to a claimed increase in terror threats and cyber
attacks. Much is being made of allegations that
Australian mining companies’ computers have
been subjected to cyber attacks launched from
China. In the meantime, the only proven spying
charges affecting the mining industry have been
those against Australian businessman Stern Hu
who was convicted in March of receiving bribes
and stealing commercial secrets from China.

Comm
breakthrough in
Chilean elections

Proposed new criminal charges directed
against people smuggling have been described
as “mind-blowing” by Mary Crock, professor
of public law at Sydney University. “These laws
capture innocent people who may be operating
under perfectly good and humanitarian reasons,”
she told the Herald. The law would turn anyone
sending money overseas that might eventually be
used to pay a people smuggler into a criminal.
Auwustralians who assist asylum seekers escape
danger and who unwittingly might be helping
to engage people smugglers could be jailed
for up to 10 years. A pilot who knowingly flies
foreigners carrying false documents to Australia
would also become a criminal. So would a
ship’s captain who rescues asylum seekers on
the high seas and brings them to Australia. Arne
Rinnan, the captain of the Tampa, would have
been caught in this legislative net.

People are fighting back against the
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persistent attacks on their democratic rights
by the federal and state governments. Adelaide
construction worker Ark Tribe is willing to go to
jail and incur a hefty fine rather than submit to
an interrogation by the construction industry’s
secret police, the ABCC.

His matter comes before the Magistrates
Court in Adelaide on June 15. Opponents of the
anti-democratic push are having some victories.
Key elements of South Australia’s “anti-bikie”
legislation that eroded freedom of association
were struck down by the SA Supreme Court last
September. The Rann government is appealing
that ruling in the High Court. Defenders of civil
liberties are now pressing for a state-based
human rights act in the absence of a national
one. The fight to defend democratic rights must
be stepped up in response to the Australian
governments’ incessant power grab. &

ASTHMA

CIGARETTES
_—

f

Health revolution
— designed to fail




The Guardian
May 5 2010

The Guardian

Issue 1453 May 5, 2010

Inspiring victory over fascism

The greatest military victory in all history will be celebrated in
Russia and a number of other European countries on May 8. Any
coverage by the mass media recalling the event will be used to rewrite
history. It is as though the political establishment wants to bury what
happened just 65 years ago.

The event was the defeat of German fascism and its drive for
world domination in WW2.

The Western world wants to forget and cover up what actually
happened because it was the armed forces of the socialist Soviet Union
that made by far the greatest contribution to this victory. Britain,
France, the United States and other Western countries played a much
smaller role.

The largest armies ever assembled fought along the thousands of
kilometres of the Eastern front from the Caucasus Mountains in the
south to the Arctic Circle in the north. Millions of Soviet and German
soldiers and millions of Soviet citizens lost their lives in the conflict.

The Soviet victory was achieved by a country that was building
a socialist society. At the time of the German invasion of the Soviet
Union in 1941, Robert Menzies, who was then Prime Minister of
Australia, declared that the German armies would “go through
Russia like a knife through butter”. How wrong he was.

The victory showed that socialism made a country politically, eco-
nomically and militarily strong.

There are many other consequences of the war that the Western
capitalist leaders want to forget and cover up so that present genera-
tions know nothing of how the Nazi armies were defeated or that the
Soviet Union was our ally in the struggle against fascism.

The example of the socialist Soviet Union inspired the working
people around the world. Their victory and example led to a great
upsurge in the national liberation struggles in all of the colonial coun-
tries. The whole colonial system began to crumble and a number of
countries began to take the socialist path of development.

This in turn opened the way to the victory of the Chinese revolu-
tion and the establishment of the Chinese People’s Republic in 1949.
The Korean people also liberated their country only to have half of it
overrun by US troops in the early 1950s. The Vietnamese people threw
out the French armies and then defeated the US (and Australian)
invaders who also attempted to trample on the sovereignty and inde-
pendence of their newly liberated country. The Indonesians threw out
the Dutch colonialists and the African people forced the Portuguese,
French, Belgian and British colonialists to get out and go home.

The long struggle of the former colonial countries to preserve their
sovereignty and independence continues to this day. In Latin America
the struggles of working class, peasant and Indigenous movements
have seen the election of a number of socialist and socialist-oriented
popular governments.

The leaders of the Western world never wanted the complete de-
feat of the Nazi armies. They hoped that both the Soviet Union and
Germany would exhaust each other in the war and that the Western
powers would then dictate the peace terms.

The Soviet victory, which took place under the leadership of
Joseph Stalin, upset their plans and is a main reason why Stalin
has been continually reviled ever since his death in 1953. He proved
to be more than a match for Winston Churchill and US Presidents
Roosevelt and Truman.

For many years after the war ended, the Soviet Union was an
impassable barrier to all the aggressive plans of the imperialist
countries. But the Soviet Union is no more. It was brought down by
international conspiracies and internal treachery and weaknesses.

The break-up of the Soviet Union gave the imperialist powers
new hopes that they could re-impose their worldwide domination as
it was in the days of colonialism and before the victory of the Russian
Revolution in 1917. For a while it appeared to strengthen their hand,
the US dominating as the single “super power”. That portrayal of
global power and economic relations is fast being replaced with the
emergence of a multi-polar world, in particular, the ascendancy of
China and its co-operation with Russia, India and Brazil. The global
economic crisis inflicted further wounds on US hegemony.

But a new barrier to imperialism has arisen. It is the superpower
of people’s power. Imperialism cannot turn the clock back. Even as
they try to ignore and bury the truth of the victory over fascism in
WW?2 they cannot escape its world-shaking consequences.

PRESS FUND
After the 2007 elections, the Rudd Government made a promising
start with regard to Aboriginal people, including the apology for
the racist policies of previous governments that resulted in the
Stolen Generations. But oh, words are cheap! Although the Rudd
Government’s term in office is nearly finished, elements of the
Howard government’s Northern Territory intervention policies are
still in place, and Indigenous Australians still suffer discrimination at
an official level. Speaking of words, The Guardian has written many
words on this subject, and will continue to do so. However, we really
need your support, by way of contributions to the Press Fund, so
please join the following supporters who have contributed this week,
and to whom we offer our sincere thanks:

C GJand PJJ$10, K Manski $12, “Round Figure” $18,
Mark Window $20

This week’s total: $60 Progressive total: $1,670

Crackdown on big
tobacco welcome

The Alcohol Education and
Rehabilitation Foundation (AER),
Australia’s leading alcohol harm
minimisation body, welcomed
federal government initiatives to
curb smoking rates but renewed
its call for a volumetric alcohol
taxation system as a means of
reducing the impact of alcohol
related harms.

In advance of the upcoming
release of the Henry Tax Review find-
ings this weekend, and following last
week’s health reforms, government
leaders announced a 25 percent tax
increase on cigarettes and the intro-
duction of plain, non-brand labels on
cigarette boxes from 2012.

AER director David Crosbie
said the tobacco excise and labelling
changes set the scene for alcohol taxa-
tion reform, however, alcohol-related
harm is yet to be addressed by the
government, despite this being identi-
fied as one of the three preventative
health priorities.

“We are all well aware of the
risks associated with smoking and
the federal government has rightly
proposed significant measures to
reduce the harm caused by tobacco,”
said Mr Crosbie.

“However, alcohol abuse contin-
ues to cost our economy more than
$15 billion each year and is one of
Awustralia’s leading health challenges,

second only to smoking in the number
of deaths from substance misuse.

“We need greater government
emphasis on alcohol reforms, as rec-
ommended by the Preventative Health
Taskforce report. With the release of
the Henry tax review AER is calling
for a volumetric taxation on alcohol.
We do not want a massive increase in
alcohol tax. We need an alcohol tax
system that taxes the alcohol content,
not the product. It is about taxing all
‘alcohol as alcohol.” The tobacco taxa-
tion model currently takes a similar
approach by taxing cigarettes on a
per stick basis”.

The Commonwealth government
should be congratulated for increasing
the price of tobacco by 25 percent —
something long over due that puts
Australia more inline with other
OECD countries, said a statement
by the Australian Health Promotion
Association. The decision to introduce
plain packaging for tobacco products
is a welcome, complementary measure
that will help deter young people
taking up smoking.

“Tobacco use is one of the
leading causes of death and disease
in this country and the decision to
increase the tobacco tax will help
reduce consumption and therefore
the damage it causes to thousands of
Australians” said Suzanne Gleeson,
the association’s national president.

Approximately 18 percent of
Australians aged 14 years and over
still smoke — amounting to some three
million people. Smoking caused over
15,000 deaths in 2003 and in 2004/05
cost over $31 billion.

The government appointed
Preventative Health Taskforce set the
goal of reducing smoking prevalence
to nine percent of the population by
2020 and the move to increase the tax
on tobacco products will help meet
this ambitious goal. This would save
approximately $15 billion each year.

Only two percent of the health
budget is spent on prevention and
the lack of attention given to this
vital area of public policy is one of
the reasons Australia is struggling to
meet its spiralling health care costs.

Fast facts:

* Tobacco use costs the Australian
community $31bn annually

* Excessive alcohol consumption

costs Australia $15bn annually

Obesity costs Australia $52bn in

2008

Traffic congestion cost Australia

$9bn in 2008, rising to $20bn by

2020

Vehicle emissions have risen 25%

between 1990 and 2005.

The Fringe Benefit Tax for motor

vehicles currently costs approx.

$1-2bn annually in lost revenue

alone. &

Five thousand people off
disability support is not fair

The Australian Federation of
Disability Organisations (AFDO)
has raised concerns that an esti-
mated 5,000 fewer people would be
on the Disability Support Pension
(DSP) because of changes to the
system announced by the govern-
ment last week.

“We’d like to be sure that the
government is not going to leave
people with disability in the lurch,”
said Lesley Hall, AFDO CEO.

“People with disability on the
DSP can be entrenched in poverty.
Often they have to pay for equip-
ment or medication that they need
because of their disability. Putting
people who are “borderline’ for

DSP on a lower rate of payment
isn’t fair.”

The announcement also dis-
cussed the upcoming review of the
22 Disability Impairment Tables
used to assess applications for DSP.
AFDO says it is pleased to have
been invited onto the advisory
committee to represent people with
disability, and will be keen to make
sure the new tables look at not
just medical impairment but social
barriers faced by a person with
disability.

“A medical-only model of
assessing people suggests that dis-
ability is only a medical experi-
ence,” said Ms Hall. “For example,

it doesn’t take into account that
you might have a physical dis-
ability and be living in a rural area
with no accessible public transport.
That’s going to have a far greater
effect on your ability to work and
be involved in the community
than whether or not you can walk
unassisted.”

AFDOQO’s ultimate goal is to
see the impairment tables provide
a dignified assessment for people
with disability which does not rely
on people with disability present-
ing a worst-case scenario version of
themselves to get what they right-
fully need. &

Perth

5th Latin American Film Festival in Australia

Presented by the Latin American Embassies
All films screened 7pm Friday evenings until August 6

Next film screening May 14: E| Benny (Ch||e)

Perth Tango Club, Lesser Hall 82 Cambridge Street West Leederville Perth WA 6007
08 9271 0555 www.perthtangoclub.com
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Sydney

Remember the Nakbah - 62nd Anniversary

3pm May 15 Town Hall Sydney

Solidarity With The Palestinian People — For The Right To Return — End The Occupation

For more information call Raul 0403037376 or Aisha 0416474782
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Rudd government to reopen
INfamous detention centres

Peter Mac

The Howard government’s poli-
cies towards asylum seekers were
reviled by opposition ALP parlia-
mentarians, but since taking office
the Rudd government has retained
many of those policies, and is now
introducing initiatives which are
equally vindictive.

The government recently decided
to delay the processing of applica-
tions for asylum from people from
Afghanistan and Sri Lanka. The
government says this will discourage
people smuggling, but the discrimi-
natory policy will effectively punish
the applicants with a sentence of
imprisonment — six months for the
Afghanis, and three months for the
Sri Lankans.

Another new initiative is the
proposal to introduce legislation to
punish people who harbour asylum
seekers. Once again, the government
has attempted to justify the scheme
with references to deterring “people
smugglers”. However, community
groups who care for asylum seekers
have pointed out that under the new
law they could be arrested for carry-
ing out humanitarian work to assist
distressed asylum seekers.

But the government’s latest idea,
and one of the worst, is to begin
reopening the Howard government’s
infamous mainland detention centres.

Imprisoned
in the desert

The first is the Curtin detention
centre in Western Australia, a former
RAAF base and one of the Howard
government’s two most infamous
detention facilities (the other being
the Baxter centre in South Australia).

Zal Shasbazi, a former inmate at
Curtin, commented: “Curtin was the
worst. Woomera was famous because
the media could get access to it, but
in Curtin no one could go in there ...
No one can hear you.”

Curtin is 2,000 kilometres from
Perth. Its maximum summer tem-
perature averages 42 degrees, and
its demountable buildings are poorly
insulated. Its extreme isolation results
in an almost total lack of contact with
visitors and a lack of monitoring of
activities within the facility. Under
the Howard regime access to a phone
was rare, and there was no internet.
Former immigration Minister Phillip
Ruddock admitted it was “the most

remote and the most primitive (centre)
in terms of accommodation”.

According to Professor Richard
Harding, a former WA inspector of
custodial services, the health services
were appalling and children detained
there did not get proper education.
The isolation, numbing boredom
and lack of activity led to a sense of
hopelessness, extreme anger and frus-
tration, outbreaks of violence and self
harm, and a deterioration of mental
health among the inmates. In 2001 the
federal Human Rights Commissioner
said that in some respects Curtin
resembled a concentration camp.

The Rudd government claims that
services at Curtin will be improved,
but Professor Harding has com-
mented: “It’s difficult to imagine
how the drawbacks of the location
can be overcome in such a way as to
provide a decent regime consistent
with Australia’s international human
rights obligations.”

Paul Power, CEO of the Refugee
Council of Australia, declared: “The
use of Curtin defence facility to house
asylum seekers is completely inap-
propriate. It is one of the most remote
places in Australia and facilities would
have to be built. This population of
asylum seekers will include torture
and trauma survivors, and services
for them will be nigh on impossible
to deliver. It is hard to think of any
good policy reason to pick this remote
location instead of locations closer to
available services.”

Zal Shasbazi has suffered from
mental health problems since his
detention in Curtin. He claims he was
bashed by guards during a disturbance
there, after which he was charged with
damage to Commonwealth property.
He was later found not guilty, but only
after he had served seven months in
Broome prison. From the time of his
arrival, he served a total of four years
in detention before he could begin a
normal life in Australia.

Anger and resentment

Curtin and other mainland facili-
ties are being reopened because of
cynical electoral opportunism. The
Rudd government, humiliated by
recent appalling policy failures, has
decided to court the redneck vote
by adopting a hard-line immigration
position.

As a result, history is again
repeating itself. During the Howard
era a number of conservative coali-
tion MPs took a principled position

The Baxter detention centre in South Australia.

in opposing the government’s asy-
lum seeker policy, but now eight
backbench ALP parliamentarians are
voicing their opposition to Rudd’s
policies, and say they will confront
Rudd at Labor’s next parliamentary
caucus.

Mellisa Parke, ALP member for
Fremantle and chairwoman of the
joint parliamentary committee on
the Australian Commission for Law
Enforcement Integrity, has stated her
intention of raising the issue directly
with the Minister for Immigration.

Meanwhile, protests continue to
flow in from many concerned organi-
sations about the government’s other
asylum seeker policies, including
offshore detention, nicknamed the
“Indonesia solution”. John Gibson
from the Refugee Council of Australia
commented: “Australians are entitled
to expect more of their political rep-
resentatives than ignorant and arro-
gant statements that pose simplistic
answers to complex problems.”

Kon Parapanagiotidis, CEO of
the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre
remarked bitterly: “The government
... should be more concerned with
the message its sending refugees and
the international community, namely
that your human rights don’t matter
and that we will breach international
human rights obligations just so we
can win an upcoming election”. &
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New coal loader
divides Newcastle

The Maritime Union of Australia
(MUA) has labelled Newcastle
Coal Infrastructure Group’s
(NCIG) wage rate — 17 percent less
than workers at the existing Port
Waratah Coal Services (PWCS)
terminal — as cynical, divisive and
ultimately unsustainable.

“The non-union work condi-
tions which the NCIG secured
with just five workers when
WorkChoices was on its last legs
— standing beside those negoti-
ated under the Fair Work Act — are
laughable, destructive and unsus-
tainable,” said Paddy Crumlin,
MUA national secretary.

“This move to undercut wages
of workers in existing agreements
by 17 percent is cynical in the
extreme. This new coal loader at
Kooragang is largely automated
and will employ some 21 workers
in producing more than $6.5 billion
extra export revenue by 2015. You
can only see this as an ideological
move by the NCIG with no regard
to the rights of workers.

“You would think that it would
make more than a little bit of sense
to motivate workers to work to
maximise this new infrastructure.
Instead the NCIG management
have embarked on a course that will
effectively divide a crucial work-
force in this city”, said Crumlin.

“The PWCS and four unions
have negotiated agreements ami-
cably five times and the new mob
arrive with a don’t argue, archaic
rule book. It’s inequitable and it
won’t work”, said Crumlin.

NCIG’s conditions compared to
Port Waratah include:

« Base rates of pay are around
17 percent lower than existing

agreements ($49,621 — against
the PWCS $58,031).

* Leave loadings of 17.5% —
against 45% at PWCS.

¢ No ability to have disputes
arbitrated by Fair Work Australia
(current agreements provide for
conciliation and arbitration).

 Superannuation contribution by
employer 9 percent — against 16.9
percent

 Training to be attended in
worker’s own time and payment
included in salary — against
double time at Port Waratah.

¢ Redundancy payments at the bare
minimum — considerably below
the PWCS levels.

¢ Overtime Monday to Saturday
— less than double time against
double time.

Newcastle Trades Hall has writ-
ten to MPs asking them not to turn
out for the official event and photo
opportunity for the launch of the
NCIG Terminal at Kooragang on
May 3, in a vote of support for the
union concerns.

“There will be a major turn-
out of workers, resident and
community groups, friends and
families from the MUA, Transport
Workers Union, AMWU, CEPU
and Rail Train and Bus Union, and
other unions on the morning of the
NCIG’s official launch to tell the
politicians and business leaders that
all NCIG workers deserve more
choice than Work Choices”, said
Crumlin.

“The PWCS and four unions
have negotiated agreements ami-
cably five times and the new mob
arrive with a don’t argue, archaic
rule book. It won’t work”, said
Crumlin. &
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Strong stand on NAPLAN tests

Decision of the special meeting of the AEU federal executive

The Australian Education Union
(AEU) is disappointed that the
Deputy Prime Minister failed to
genuinely explore a resolution to
the concerns of the profession at
the special meeting of the AEU
federal executive on April 28 2010.
The profession remains deeply
concerned about the misuse of
student data and the damage
caused to students, schools and
school communities by league
tables and other inappropriate,
invalid, inaccurate and misleading
school rankings.

The federal executive of the AEU
reiterates that it is not opposed to the
NAPLAN tests which can proceed on
condition that the serious concerns

of the profession are adequately
addressed.

Furthermore the federal executive
of the AEU restates the profession’s
support for the provision of
meaningful and accurate information
on student achievement and school
effectiveness to parents.

The federal executive of the
AEU is disappointed that the Deputy
Prime Minister rejected a proposal
aimed at addressing the profession’s
educational concerns through
genuine discussions between the
AEU and ACARA within a specified
timeframe.

An agreed position on the use
of student data would allow the
NAPLAN tests to proceed this term

and would form the basis of a long
term agreement between the AEU
and the government to continue to
build strong school accountability
and improvement measures in the
interest of students, schools and
school communities.

The AEU remains ready and
willing to engage in genuine
good faith discussions to achieve
a resolution to these serious
educational concerns so that the
NAPLAN tests can proceed.

Carried unanimously.

Union solidarity

The Public Service Association
(PSA) of NSW has directed its
members not to perform any duties

associated with the NAPLAN Tests
that would usually be undertaken
by teachers.

The federal union representing
school support staff is also directing
its members not to undertake the
work of teachers.

David Carey, federal secre-
tary of the Community and public
Sector Union (CPSU-SPSF) said,
“Our Union, the CPSU-SPSF and
its state organisations, have not
been consulted nor contacted by
the either the state governments as
the employer of these staff, nor the
federal government as the author of
the NAPLAN testing plan, about the
use of the Schools based Support
Staff and Education Departmental

employees to take over the teachers
duties, despite the media announce-
ment that these staff will be utilised.

“If the AEU and other state
teachers unions impose bans, the
SPSF Group, representing state
school support and education staff,
will direct its membership not to
undertake the work of the teaching
unions’ membership, in the event of
industrial bans being imposed by the
teachers unions.”

On 16 April, the Executive of
the NSW Teachers Federation voted
unanimously to join with teachers in
every state and territory to impose a
moratorium on the NAPLAN 2010
tests. &

MAY DAY

Sydney

In Sydney there was a good turnout for
May Day, including a good contingent of CPA
members and supporters that included three ban-
ners and numerous placards. The Firebrigade
Employees Union of NSW led the march,
in recognition and celebration of their 100th
anniversary.

Ark Tribe came over from Adelaide, he will
be appearing in court this week and faces six
months in jail if convicted under the charges
brought by the ABCC for allegedly failing to
attend an interrogation session under the coercive
provisions of Howard’s Australian Building and
Construction Industry Improvement Act.

Slogans from Sydney march
Safety Before Profit
Your Rights Worth Fighting For
One Law for All — Scrap the ABCC
Women’s Rights — 12 months’ paid maternity
leave
Stop the theft of public assets — NO
Privatisation
PSA anti-privatisation campaign
Keep Prisons Public — Stop the Cell-Off
People First — Health Care Not for Profit
International solidarity in support of the
Palestinians, Cuba, Honduras, Guatemala,
“Support Greek Workers Fighting Global
Capital”, FMLN of El Salvador, “IMF Hands
off Greece”, “End the Israeli Occupation”
“Greece = Capitalist Crisis — Make Bosses
Pay”

Queensland

Ipswich had about 1,500 march through
the Ipswich streets with chants of the “Workers
united will never be defeated” and “Queensland
not for sale”. The CPA distributed several dozen
“Show Bags” promoting the Party.

Thousands marched in Brisbane on
Monday. The march was led by the Builders
Labourer’s Federation who are 100 years old
and as part of this Ark Tribe lead off the March
as the Building Group of Unions Rights on Site
campaign. Several officials from the building
unions are also approaching a position of
facing jail as part of the legislation retained by
Gillard and Rudd.

Under the new Fair Work legislation
investigations are occurring into officials and
members of the Rail Tram and Bus Union Bus
Division at the Toowong Depot for “alleged
unprotected industrial action”. This is over
a dispute that occurred when a campaign of
harassment by the Channel Nine News turned to
an attack on an individual driver and all drivers

after a child was caught in the rear doors of a bus.

The rear doors automatic release did not release
the toddler’s foot and the frantic parents were
distracted and harassed by the Nine news crew as
this dangerous situation unfolded. The fair work
ombudsman has pursued the drivers over this
safety issue.

The fair work act provides for three possible
penalties: a caution, a condition to be placed on
the individuals and the organisation or a fine of
up to $6,600 for an individual or $33,000 for an
organisation.

Adelaide

Crowds were up at this year’s May Day
march in Adelaide. The theme this year was “The
Workers’ Struggle Continues” and there was
no shortage of issues taken up on the marchers’
banners or in the contributions from the speakers.
The tragic impact of the Northern Territory
Intervention was the subject of a large portion of
the protest.

Former ACTU President Sharran Burrow
warned participants that an Abbott Coalition
government would reintroduce a full-blown
WorkChoices industrial relations regime. The
ACTU has launched a campaign with the slogan
“WorkChoices — whatever the name, never
again” in response to this prospect. She bade
a sad farewell to May Day marchers as she
prepares to take up her post of general secretary
of the International Trade Union Confederation
in Brussels. Marchers made their noisy and
colourful way from Victoria Square to the Torrens
Parade Ground where a family fun day was held.

The speaker at the May Day dinner was
renowned human rights lawyer Julian Burnside
QC. His reminiscing of the Patrick dispute
and the tense battles for the rights of asylum
seekers were part of an entertaining account of
his personal transformation from a conservative
barrister to a defender of the people’s cause — the
object of hate mail and other forms of vilification.
The “Spanner Award” for services to May Day
this year went to MUA veteran Rex Munn.

Lifelong labour movement activist Eulalie
Tapp had her name added to the Workers’
Memorial in Port Adelaide this year. Her sons
gave accounts of their mother’s impressive
dedication. Part of her sons’ formation came with
an early gift of a copy of Marx’s Communist
Manifesto.

May Day in Perth: Workers
fight privatisation

Around 5,000 people gathered at the
Esplanade in Fremantle WA to commemorate the
124" anniversary of May Day remembering the
massacre of the McCormick workers on the May
1, 1886.

Workers and the community marched on the
platform to end privatisation that is being used by
Liberal and Labor governments alike to strip the
people of their assets.

The construction unions also demanded
the abolition of the ABCC, condemning
Julia Gillard’s industrial relations legislation
which benefits the interests of multinational
corporations, mining companies and big business.

At the end of the rally and march speaker
Jodie Parnell, a LHMEU delegate, reported on a
campaign teachers assistants have run against the
2.5 percent pay rise being offered being offered
by the state government.

Their actions forced the government to
reconsider their offer increasing it by another 1
percent but not without conditions. In return for
the 1 percent increase the government required
workers to give up their permanency and agree
to limit union access to their workplaces, an offer
the union rejected on behalf of its members. &
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Book reviewed by Denis Doherty

Australia 5

What’s Wrong with Anzac?

The Militarisation

of Australian History

Marilyn Lake and Henry Reynolds,
with Mark McKenna and Joy Damousi

This timely book, released at the
time of Anzac Day on April 25 aims
to “expose the turning of Anzac
into a sacred myth”. The authors
argue that there has been a resur-
gence of Anzac Day spurred on by
government money and influence.
The 2010 event was marked by
Prime Minister Rudd promising
huge celebrations in 2015 for the
100th anniversary of the Gallipoli
landing. This glorification process
has distorted the reality of the
Gallipoli landing and has misrep-
resented much of what is good in
Australian history.

The authors state: “We suggest
that Australians might look to alterna-
tive national traditions that gave pride
of place to equality of opportunity
and the pursuit of social justice: the
idea of a living wage and sexual and
racial equality.”

The book points out the histori-
cal circumstances in which the real
— not the mythologised — Dardanelles
campaign took place.

The military campaign itself is
unworthy of the deifying it receives
on April 25 each year. It was an
invasion of Turkey as part of an
imperialist war that rocked the world
and split Australia.

The war was unpopular and divi-
sive at home and when it was over
Awustralia was populated by thousands
of severely physically and mentally
damaged men.

The authors blame Edwardian
militarist ideas that decreed a nation
is formed by war for the glossy myth
built around these disturbing features
of what happened just less than 100
years ago.

These Edwardian notions were
reintroduced by Hawke and especially
Howard who have invested millions
to promote the “Anzac spirit”.

The book details the history of
Anzac Day, showing that it was not
always the big event it is today.

When WW1 was still a painful
memory in the 1920s there was a
muted commemoration. In the 1930s,
with the fascist threat from Germany,
criticism of Anzac Day was quite
strong and the horrors of war spurred
the creation of many anti-war groups.
In the 1960s and *70s the day became
a focus of anti-Vietnam war protests
and was in steep decline.

The RSL led the charge to pro-
mote Anzac Day, conservative values
and warmongering. The group’s
influence lasted from the end of
WW1 right up to the early 1980s
when their campaign was taken up by
government agencies in the Hawke
and Howard administrations.

Former Prime Minister Howard
revolutionised Anzac Day. With
masses of government money he was
able to popularise the celebrations
and to “cast the spirit of Anzac in the
image of conservative nationalism,
elevating April 25 to such an exalted
position that it became a completely
new type of national day”.

Howard used his time and
influence to persuade Australians to
glorify our so-called military tradi-
tions. His speech on Australia Day
2007 quoted in the book indicates his
unreflective patriotism and general
arrogance.

In general this massive overem-
phasis on our military has led to the
militarisation of Australia’s history
— the central thesis of this interesting
(and controversial, judging by the
attacks from the right-wing) book.

Communists get honourable
mentions in the book, from Katherine
Susannah Pritchard’s work for peace
to the Party’s contribution in the
anti-fascist league in the 1930s,

and communist peace efforts in the
1950s, *60s and 70s. This great tra-
dition of communists as one of the
principal forces working for peace
continues today.

The distortions of history and
the promotion of Anzac Day are
principally aimed at winning support
for present wars and suppressing
criticism of wasting on wars and
preparations for war, resources
required for public health, public
education and many more com-
munity needs.

What’s Wrong with Anzac? is
a valuable antidote and a resource
for progressives who want to take
on the overwhelming glorification
of war(s) and the excuses for gross
over-spending on present wars and
war preparations.

The prospect of an huge celebra-
tion in five years of the Anzac spirit
should be resisted.

Rudd has to be told that we will
not tolerate a repeat of the Howard
excesses!

An alternative could be a time of
mourning for all who have died in
war — the soldiers and the civilians
of all the countries where Australians
have fought and died.

Australians die in war but they
also kill. They are killing people in
Afghanistan now.

Note from the authors:

Although the Australian and
New Zealand Corps may be
abbreviated as ANZAC we follow
the common usage in writing
“Anzac” in lower case, as in CEW
Bean’s The Anzac Book and
designation of 25 April as Anzac
Day. (pvii What’s Wrong with
Anzac?).

Published by New South Books,
around $25 &

Dangerous asbestos inaction

Geelong Trades Hall is last week
conducted a protest outside Lisa
Neville’s office. Neville is the
Victorian government representa-
tive whose electorate contains the
largest illegal dumping of asbestos
in Geelong, on Point Henry Road,
Moolap.

As part of the demonstration
sealed bags of material marked
“asbestos” were delivered to her
office. The material was delivered
by licensed ashestos workers
wearing safety suits.

The action was a protest against
government departments who
have done nothing to improve the
control of asbestos exposure in the
demolition and housing renovation
industry.

This includes:
e The Environment Protection
Agency (EPA) who has failed for

14 months to force polluters from
the former Geelong demolition

to clean up 75 tonnes of illegally
dumped asbestos waste;

» Worksafe, for not replacing
inspectors in the Geelong Region.
Now only one inspector remains
in the area and often Geelong has
no construction inspectors at all
to monitor ashestos removal.

Geelong City Council has no
asbestos strategy planned for all
current and future developments
and expansion.

The Victorian Building
Commission does not audit builders
and building surveyors to ensure
they are complying with their
obligations under the regulations.

And finally the Department of
Health has no contact in relation
to the public being exposed to
asbestos dust and is unable to

respond to issues raised.

Tim Gooden, secretary of
Geelong Trades Hall, said, “l am
sick and tired of being given the run
around on this deadly issue while at
the same time | continue attending
funerals of workers who have died
of asbestos related diseases.

“It is unacceptable that in the
21st century that contractors can
continue to operate and expose
Geelong residents to asbestos dust.
The EPA has declared the asbestos
at Moolap to be of low risk and
have sat on their hands for too long.
If that is the case then workers who
care have little choice but to wrap it
up, make it safe and return it to the
government.

“We will do this every Friday
until the asbestos is removed
or the government meets its
responsibility.” &
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THE MILITARISATION OF
AUSTRALIAN HISTORY

Marilyn Lake and Henry Reynolds
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Tony Abbott is desperately trying to keep himself visible in the
political landscape. Unfortunately the ideas he throws up as
indications of his intentions as a possible prime minister are not
as bright as he might think they are. Take for instance his recent
foray into foreign policy. According to Mr Abbott more troops and
more equipment should be sent to Afghanistan. Mr Abbott also
thinks that Australia should take control of Oruzgan province after
the Dutch leave in August. Why Australia should be getting into an
even deeper hole there he did not explain. Spy planes is another
idea which Mr Abbott would love to see implemented. They are
to be bought to keep watch on North-West Shelf oil and gas
assets and asylum seekers in boats. He also pledged to abandon
Australia’s bid for a seat on the United Nations Security Council,
abolish the Prime Minister’s International Commission on Nuclear
Non-Proliferation and Disarmament and to sell uranium to India.

A Sydney synagogue has won council support to build a
three-metre-high “blast wall” to prevent terrorists attacks. It
is the first time in Australia that a religious building will have a
protective wall. So far the only people engaged in this sort of
protection walls are bikie groups. Temple Emanuel in the inner
Sydney suburb of Woollahra is seeking permission to build the
fortified security wall as part of a $10.5 million redevelopment.
The local council was locked five-all until the mayor, Andrew
Petrie, used his casting vote to support the wall. It is a very bad
precedent for a multi-cultural country in general and Sydney in
particular. It certainly does not enhance the reputation of the city.

An electrician in Victoria was stunned to get a letter from
the building industry watchdog, the Australian Building and
Construction Commission (ABCC) warning him that he could
be fined $22,000 for attending a couple of short trade union
meetings to discuss workplace entitlements. The letter also
wanted the worker to provide evidence of what had been said
at the meetings. A trade union official said the letters were
aggressive and pointed out that the union had tried to arrange an
authorised meeting but that had been rejected by the employer.

Smokers are getting plain packaging for cigarettes in Australia
— which is a good idea if it helps to cut down on smoking.
Tobacco giants however do not take kindly to their profits being
undermined and use every trick in the book to keep on promoting
their product. The latest is the use of Facebook to subvert bans
and internationaly conventions against cigarette advertising.
Tobacco companies employees are using social networking sites
to promote tobacco brands and tobacco-related merchandise.
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Communist breakthrough in
Chilean elections

Although the Pinochet dictatorship ended 20
years ago and there has been some democ-
ratisation of the political system, Chile still
carries a large legacy from that period with
a great deal remaining to be done. Electoral
reform was at the top of the agenda that
saw the Communist Party win three seats in
the recent parliamentary elections. Carlos
Arrué is a lawyer and a member of the
International Department of the Communist
Party of Chile. He spoke to Anna Pha about
the change in strategy by the Party that saw
this important political breakthrough.

In the presidential elections late last year, as
expected, no party gained an absolute majority
— the right-wing parties had about 48 percent
and the rest had 52 percent. In the second round
run-off between the top two candidates, the
vote for the right-wing parties’ Pifiera grew
considerably — by about half a million votes
more — giving them the presidency.

In the ballot for senators and deputies, there
was not a great deal of change in the vote, but
the right-wing parties did obtain a majority for
the first time since Pinochet in both houses.
They were one seat short before, and now they
are one seat ahead in both houses.

“The main difference in the elections from
an electoral point of view is the entrance of the
three Communist Party deputies because that
is totally new. There has never been one since
Pinochet,” Carlos said.

Electoral system a barrier

“The electoral system is known as binomial.
It is not a proportional electoral system. The
binominal system works in the way that only
the principal forces which are able to agree on a
list can be elected. In each electoral district for
deputies or senators, you can only vote for one
list and only two can be elected. To win both
seats in a district, you have to have double the
vote of your opponent.

So, the two right-wing parties made one
list. Concertacién (Concertacion de Partidos
por la Democracia — Concert of Parties for
Democracy) is another list. This list includes
the Socialist Party (PS), Christian Democrat
Party (PDC), Party of Democracy (PD), Social
Democrat Radical Party (PRSD) and moderate
Left Party (PPD).

“If the right-wing were to have made two
lists against the one list that the Concertacion
had they would probably have had very many
less deputies and senators than they have.

“The system has been created specifically
in order to make great big coalitions. What they
did in practical terms for the last 20 years was
to exclude left-wing parties from those lists.

“All of these parties in Concertacion could
have included the Communist Party 20 years ago

from the coalition that was to finally to defeat
Pinochet in the 1989 elections. And they beat
them systematically over 20 years.

Alliance

“What the Communist Party did in these
elections was to force an understanding with
the Concertacion.”

The Communist Party decided from 2005
onwards to change its strategy on how to
confront the political situation and to bring
about changes in the electoral system. The
Concertacion also think it is necessary to pro-
duce a change in the electoral system in Chile
and that was the basis of the political agree-
ment that the Communist Party reached with
them last year.

“The alliance was on that basis, on that basis
only. It does not mean that the Communist Party
wants to govern with the Concertacion. It does
not mean that we have adopted neo-liberalism as
our strategic policy for the coming years. It just
means that we are trying to unite the democratic
political forces on those points, on the agenda
on which it is objectively possible to unite.

“We won’t try to divide the democratic
forces in any way which the right-wing parties
might think is an appropriate occasion for them
to take advantage of. We will always try dur-
ing the next few months, the next few years to
reach agreements, including agreements with
the Centre or the Right if necessary, to advance
on the democratisation of Chile.”

Carlos emphasised that the strategy “does
not mean a political understanding with the
Concertaciéon from an ideological point of
view but from a practical point of view. And
that practical point of view was that we don’t
agree with the neo-liberalism policies that they
have been implementing during these 20 years,
but we do think that it is possible to have an
understanding with the Concertacion on an
electoral basis...”

“It is important because the CP has not had
senators or deputies in 20 years. This political
exclusion needs to be ended and in a way that
advances democratic reforms that haven’t been
implemented in these 20 years.” Prior to the
Pinochet dicatorship, the electoral system was
based on proportional representation.

“[In these elections] communists stood
in around 12 electorates to give it a national
symbolism. We competed seriously in four
districts, and of those four we won in three. And
in each one of those we had the first majority.
We displaced the Concertacion parties.

“The idea was to win both seats in a district,
you have to double the vote of your opponent.
For example, if I am on a list I have to have
66 percent and you have to have 32 percent for
me to gain the two seats. We wanted to double

“The main difference in the elections from
an electoral point of view Is the entrance of
the three Communist Party deputies because
that Is totally new. There has never been one
since Pinochet,” Carlos said.

but they decided not to because the Concertacion
had agreed with the Chilean dictatorship of
Pinochet to continue to manage the neo-liberal
economic system that the Chilean dictatorship
had implanted from its state terrorism practices.

“The Communist Party was part of the oppo-
sition to the Chilean dictatorship as were the
Democrats, the Socialists, etc, but they wanted
to continue managing the economic system that
Pinochet had created. They decided, basically
from the pressure of the State Department of the
United States to exclude the Communist Party

in those four districts but there was not any
doubling. However, in spite of the fact that we
weren’t able to double, the electorate voted for
the Communist candidates and not for the other
candidates who were also on the list.

“In the city of Copiapo which is in the north
of Chile, the Communist Party candidate was
on the same ticket as the Christian Democrat
candidate and she lost. We could have presumed
before that the combination of a Christian
Democrat with a Communist would probably
be totally successful because there is left with

centre. But it wasn’t so, and in that city we won
the election through the Christian Democrats
and we also had more votes than the right-wing
parties in that city.

“That was the case in the three districts in
which we won.”

Economic policy

Electoral reform was not the only issue
around which the Party campaigned.

“In Chile it is called a subsidiary state,
which is not the same as a welfare state. The
subsidiary state only intervenes in public life
when private ownership can’t afford to develop
some kind of activities or doesn’t want to
develop certain kinds of activities.

“That means basically the role of the
Chilean state is a secondary role, it only inter-
venes when the private sector does not want to.
The roots of the major problems of Chile are
located in how to solve the state problem and
the role that the state has to have in economics.
That leads us to one of the main questions that
the electoral campaign was about for us.

“This has to do with the ownership of the
natural resources — basically we are talking about
copper and water. This is a basic issue. We think
that it is an incorrect policy to keep selling water
and copper, being a Chilean national asset. The
Concertacion decided during these 20 years to
systematically sell them. They are now talking
about privatising completely the state owned
company Codelco.”

Privatisation
of education

Education was another important issue in
the campaign and an ongoing problem over the
past 20 years.

“Education today in Chile is a business. It
is not a right, it is not an opportunity. It is just
a business for the owners of the schools and the
owners of the universities.”

About 40-45 percent of the universities
today are public as are 48-49 percent of high
schools.

“In neither case is the public system able
to cover more than half of the demand on
education. However, the public and the private
schools in Chile receive government funds and
financial help. When it started out it was on a
differential basis, but today it is the same basis.

“That means that private ownership is
able to finance the education system through
government funds and public schools do the
same thing. The difference is that the public
schools can’t pay the same wages, they can’t
make the same investments and so the quality
of the public school system has tended to come
down.”

The quality of the private school system
has also deteriorated. They may offer better
education because their teachers are better paid,
because they have better conditions for teaching,
“but the truth is that, the private system will
always compare itself statistically to the public
school system.

“So if the public school system tends to go
down the private will always try to be better
than the public system but that doesn’t mean
that they will offer an education that is required
for the country or in line with the needs of the
country. They are only trying to be a little better
than the public schools because that’s the way
they can retain the students and that means more
money. That doesn’t mean that the quality of
education goes up.

“So, today, the main question that we have
to resolve is why the education system in Chile
is so bad. Everybody agrees that it is bad but
there is no agreement on how to make it better
and that is because the private owners of the
education system are not interested in really
doing the structural reforms that the education
system needs.”

Neo-liberalism has taken its toll on
education. “When the system began, public
schools did not charge anything but with the
advance of neo-liberalism it has become very
common for public schools to charge something.

Augusto Pinochet.

They won’t charge you a monthly fee like
private schools but they will charge you for
wanting to sign your child in for education
there.”

So the cost of education for a family has
been going up and the gap between the cost of
public and private narrowing. “So you think,
if | put about $100 more, my son might get
a better education in a private school. That
means that a lot of children change to private
schools but it also means that those who are
in public schools — we are talking about 80-85
percent of public schools, are excluded from
any opportunity whatever.

“There are only a small number of public
schools that are good. Those public schools
that are good are the best schools in the whole
system.”

A business is
a business

Carlos points to the lack of regulation. “For
example, you sell bread and pies, you save a
lot of money and you think that you are able
to open a school, and you decide to open a
school. It doesn’t matter if you are a teacher,
it doesn’t matter if you are experienced. The
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The photography of
Milton Rogovin

Mark Rogovin

This past December, Milton Rogovin turned 100 years old. For his
birthday party, the invitation referred to him as: photographer,
optometrist, veteran, father and activist.

Born in New York City in 1909, Rogovin started out intending to
become an optometrist, studying at Columbia University. But he was
radicalised by what he witnessed during the Great Depression. In 1957
he was summoned to appear before the House Un-American Activities
Committee. While at that time he felt that his voice as an organiser was
silenced, he believed that through photography he could continue to
make his political voice heard.

He set out to photograph those who were not the rich or glamorous
in society — but instead those he called the “Forgotten Ones”. His series
include Storefront Churches, Working People, Family of Miners, Chile,
a community over three decades, and the Yemeni and Native American
communities.

Although Rogovin had no training as a photographer, his artistic
influences came from his study of the art that he loved — that of Kathe
Kollwitz, Van Gogh, Francisco Goya and the muralists and printmakers
of Mexico.

Over 1,000 of his photographs are on view at his website,
(www.miltonrogovin.com). Rogovin would like to have his photos
used as curriculum in school and other settings. Photographs on the
website are organised by series and themes in downloadable folios and
are accompanied by a Teacher’s Guide to help educators use the folios
in their classroom. The site also has updated information on Rogovin’s
exhibits, awards and resources including books, posters and films.

Other resources on Rogovin are available at the Library of
Congress/Washington, the Centre for Creative Studies/Tucson, the J
Paul Getty Museum/Los Angeles and the Burchfield Penney Art Centre/
Buffalo.

Rogovin, who lives in Buffalo, NY has not let age slow him down.
Those who would like to meet him can find him every Saturday at
noon at the Women in Black anti-war vigil at Bidwell and EImwood in
Buffalo. &

only thing that matters is whether you have or
don’t have the money to open a school. That is
all that matters.

“You think that in a school you teach
anything, you put a blackboard, you start to
write, that’s it, there’s no more investment
because you are owner of a place where you
sold bread and pies.

“You open it, and once opened you give
the school an English name. For example,
St Patrick’s school. All the families work
enormously to try to support their children at a
school with an English name because they think
that it will give a better education.

“They really don’t understand much because
there is no debate on these things. They really
don’t understand that that money that they are
giving to their school, that the investment that
they make, doesn’t really prepare their child
for university because he has to compete with
children who have grown up in other kind of
conditions, in better economic conditions with
better teachers. Where he lives, the truth is
that there aren’t really any investments made
to improve education.

“Generally they have been very lucrative,
profit-making businesses. Education is a very
profitable business.” &
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Nationalise BP!

James Thompson

Those of us who live along the
Gulf Coast have been shocked by
the callous disregard for safety,
worker’s lives and destruction
of our environment exhibited by
BP in Texas and Louisiana. In
March, 2005, 15 workers lost their
lives in an unnecessary explosion
at the BP refinery in Texas City.
Just recently, 11 workers were
thrown off a BP oil rig in the Gulf
of Mexico and are presumed dead.
The oil rig continues to leak oil
into the Gulf and threatens to destroy
the coastal environment of Louisiana
just as the area is beginning to recover
from the disaster caused by Hurricane
Katrina. Some say the disaster may
eclipse the Exxon Valdez oil spill.
Investigations into the 2005
explosion indicated that BP decided it
was cheaper to pay the possible fines

than to follow occupational health and
safety guidelines As a result, 15 work-
ers died and many more had preceded
them in previous years.

It is clear that the damages
inflicted on the Gulf Coast by these
two incidents are inestimable and
the people of the area will suffer for
many years to come. Some say the
economic impact of the disaster on
Louisiana will be catastrophic.

It is this writer’s opinion that our
government should seize all the assets
of BP in this country and put this
capital to work to rebuild and restore
the communities damaged by this
gigantic multinational corporation.

If the refineries and oil rigs were
owned by our government, adequate
safety standards could be maintained
so that workers’ lives could be saved.
Instead of the profits being neatly
stowed away in some large banks,
they could be used to clean up the

mess, compensate workers and
their families and provide funds for
research into green energy sources.
The money could also be used to
build state of the art levees such as
they have in Europe to protect New
Orleans from the next major hur-
ricane. Texas City is unbelievably
polluted and money could be spent to
clean up the environment there and
make the area more liveable for the
many residents.

The US military is assisting this
foreign company in cleaning up the
mess they have made in our backyard.
The question facing our nation is,
“Who is going to pay the bill?” Will it
be the working people of this country?
Will it be the villains responsible for
this catastrophe? People of the Gulf
Coast need answers to these ques-
tions now.

People’s World &

The BP Deepwater Horizon rig off the coast of Louisiana.

We bring imperialism,
neoliberal policies to
account on May Day!
Statement, Communist Party of Turkey

(For the first time in 33 years
workers were allowed to gather
in Istanbul’s main square. Around
100,000 workers gathered there.)
The economic crisis is getting
deeper in Europe. While it is
deepening, the offensive of imperi-
alism against the labouring classes
is getting more intensified. The
imperialists say Greece, which they
used to call “the EU miracle” until
recently, has gone bankrupt, and
without any shame, they say “the
Greeks shall sell their islands to
pay for their debt”.

The response of the Greek
workers to imperialism and the rule
of capital echoes all around the
continent on May Day: raise the
class struggle, bring imperialism to
account! The international capitalist
system is going through one of the
deepest crises in its history.

The epicentre of the crisis,
which has been caused by decades
of neoliberal policies, has moved
towards Europe. The developments
we see in Greece in the last months
reveal that now “the failure of
countries” is being spoken out loud.
Greece is to be followed by other
EU countries, by Spain, Ireland,
Italy and Portugal.

As if those responsible for this
situation are the toiling masses of
these countries, they are making the
workers, poor peasants, the people
pay for it. As if the destruction
created by, the inequalities
deepened by the EU have no role
in it...

Peoples of the Eastern Europe,
who are condemned to migration

Great T-Towel

Part of the historic gathering in Istanbul’s main square.

and unemployment by the EU
policies, are told that “communism
and fascism are the same”. And
meanwhile, US imperialism drags
these countries inside NATO and
installs bases and nuclear weapons
on their territories. The EU supports
this aggression with its militaristic
policies and anti-communist bans.

Education, health,
transportation, housing... All the
fundamental rights are being taken
away, are being commodified.

Imperialism brings
unemployment, poverty and
reaction to all those territories that
it lays hands on.
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Turkey is under the
administration of a “gang” that,
while distributing fearlessly the
values created by the people
to the moneybags, increases
unemployment and poverty to
unprecedented levels.

Throughout Europe, and above
all in Greece, the working classes
are responding to the aggression of
imperialism and the rule of capital
with strikes. We are approaching
May Day this year with signs of a
counterweight which demonstrates
that the working class will not
submit to the theft of its gains,
to unemployment and poverty, to
privatizations, to neoliberal policies
and to imperialism.

The working class will react
to the destruction caused by
imperialism all around the world.
On May Day, the workers of
Europe will bring the rule of capital
and imperialism to account. The
fighting working class will be the
triumphant!

Let us not forget the call of
Karl Marx from his tombstone in
Highgate:

“Workers of the world, unite!”

Long Live the May Day! &

We need

Immediate action

We call on Parliamentarians,
Social figures, Political Parties, Civil
Organisations, Trade Unions and
others to urgently intervene with
their governments to stop Israel from
joining the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development-OECD
(see article, The Guardian, March
31, 2010).

On May 27, 2010, the OECD is
going to decide the accession of Israel
into the organisation. For Israel, mem-
bership in the OECD would mean a
victory of legitimacy, and rewarding
violations of international law.

All the member countries of
OECD will be accomplices of the ille-
gal Israeli occupation, since according
to the European law, European coun-
tries are forbidden to recognize the
Israeli occupation to the Palestinian
territories.

Yet by granting Israel member-
ship in the OECD, they will be doing
exactly that. Israel has refused to
comply with the OECD demand to
provide statistical data, which applies,
only to the internationally recognised
parts of Israel, excluding the illegal
settlements in the occupied Syrian
Golan Heights and the Occupied
Palestinian Territories. OECD mem-
bers will knowingly accept Israel to
the organisation based on deceptive
statistics provided by the latter.

Statistics conceal the occupation
while simultaneously treating it as
a permanent fact. It only takes one
OECD country to oppose the integra-
tion of Israel into the organisation in
order to block the process.

Global BDS Movement (Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions for
Palestine) &

Please, send a letter of protest to the member states of the OECD,
demanding to vote NO to Israel’s inclusion in this economic

organisation.

It only takes you a few minutes to act on this. Write to them:
Permanent Delegation of Australia to the OECD
4 Rue Jean Rey, Paris 75724 Cedex 15, France

or email: info.paris@dfat.gov.au

South Africa to host
World Youth Festival

Juana Carrasco Martin

CARACAS: Solidarity, Anti-
imperialism, Peace and Friendship
are the themes of the 17th World
Festival of Youths and Students,
slated to take place in South Africa
this year. Last week, Venezuela
handed over to South Africa the
flag of the event during a mass
rally at Caracas’ Municipal
Theatre.

Determined and combative
Bolivarian youths — who were the
hosts of the previous festival — con-
demned the US empire, mercenaries,
traitors and military bases before some
100 delegates from 22 countries gath-
ered in Caracas in the first preparatory
meeting of the Festival, that will take
place next December in South Africa.

At the rally, the president of the
Federation of Democratic Youths
Tiago Vieira said that the upcom-
ing 17th Festival will stress self-
determination; denounce the crimes
committed by the United States and
the European Union and highlight

solidarity, particularly with the Cuban
people who are currently being the
target of an unprecedented media
campaign. The Festival will also stress
free and public education, access to
health care, jobs and the rights of the
youth, said Vieira.

The Youth made a strong call for
the freedom of the five Cuban anti-
terrorists held in US jails and of all
Palestinian prisoners.

The second secretary of Cuba’s
Young Communist League Ernesto
Corvo said that his country, a consist-
ent defender and organiser of these
festivals and which kept the tradition
of these world forums, will be repre-
sented in South Africa to represent
anti-imperialist principles. The leader
of the South African youths Julius
Madame, who received the Festival
flag, recognised the Cuban anti-
imperialist and revolutionary position.

The meeting was presided over by
Venezuelan Vice President Elias Jaua.
Next meetings prior to the festival
will take place in South Korea and
Cyprus. &
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Francis Shor

It should no longer be a matter of
dispute that US Special Forces in
Afghanistan are responsible for
an increasing number of murders,
whether part of targeted extra-
judicial Killings or the result of
bad intelligence. From the attack
on a bridal shower in Gardez
on February 12, 2010 that killed
numerous civilians, including two
pregnant women, to the growing
list of executions of insurgents in
the Kandahar area, Special Forces
have become the US military ver-
sion of death squads.

As noted in an April 25 article in
The New York Times, the offensive
against supposed Taliban forces in
Kandahar has already commenced,
with the “opening salvos of the
offensive...being carried out in
the shadows by Special Operations
forces.”

It is as if Dick Cheney, who
asserted that the US would have to
operate in the shadows in prosecut-
ing its global war on terror, is still
the guiding political force behind
such military operations, notwith-
standing the fact that the Obama
Administration has dispensed with
references to the war on terror.
Nonetheless, it is terror, promoted by
Washington policymakers and perpe-
trated by Pentagon planners, that is
spreading throughout Afghanistan.

On a certain level, it should
not be at all surprising that military
campaigns under the command of

indigenous insurgents, they may then
be consigned to the JPEL.

While the residents of Kandahar
are almost unanimous in their resist-
ance to any US/NATO direct assault
on the city, the US military is trying
to erode insurgent strength by stealth
attacks on the outskirts. As reported
in the aforementioned article in The
New York Times, McChrystal will
rely on Afghan military and police
forces to undertake much of the
actual operation in the city itself.
Given the track record of the Afghan
government forces, especially in the
recent Marja campaign, this may
only lead to desperate US military
intervention which, in turn, will lead
to more civilian deaths.

Creating more enemies in the
indigenous population of Afghanistan
and Pakistan will obviously com-
plicate the long-term US impe-
rial interests in the region, whether
geopolitical or economic, the latter
based on guaranteeing pipeline pri-
orities for the US and its allies in the
region. China, in many respects, has
been outmanoeuvring the US in clos-
ing economic deals, even with the
Afghan government. Thus, beyond
the disaster capitalism that benefits
vulture corporations like Halliburton
and KBR, the US seems to be admin-
istering self-inflicted wounds with its
addiction to war.

Too few voices in Congress
are prepared to kick that addiction,
especially given their role in what
William Grieder has called an “iron
triangle” of interests, nurtured by

Death squads and ethnic
cleansing were part and parcel
of the “surge” strategy that
McChrystal oversaw in Iraq.

General Stanley McChrystal engage
in such terrorist tactics. Death squads
and ethnic cleansing were part and
parcel of the “surge” strategy that
McChrystal oversaw in Irag.

Now, in Afghanistan, the
promulgation of what is called the
Joint Prioritised Engagement List
(JPEL) gives licence to execute
extra-judicially anyone whose name
shows up on the list. If bribing or
coercing Afghan tribal leaders fails
to convince them that they need
to align with the occupiers against

the lobbyists of defence industries.
With some exceptions, Congress
refuses even to acknowledge the
detrimental effects of the on-going
military operations. We need to
demand hearings on the rules of
engagement and votes on immediate
military disengagement.

Let’s face it: at some level we are
all now part of that war addiction.
Desensitised by aggressive and racist
video games and facing a precari-
ous future, young men and women
join the military in the belief that

US Special Forces in the remote Shok Valley of Afghanistan.

their service will be rewarded, only
to be confronted with what social
psychologist Tracy Xavier Karner
calls a “militarisation of feeling.”
Acting out of that feeling and with a
hair-trigger mentality, many of these
soldiers can rationalise killing even
women and children. Although a few
refuse to be instruments of imperial
murder and others return to civilian
life ready to denounce what they
were forced to do, too many become
victims themselves, either physically
or psychologically.

Whether regular soldiers or
Special Forces, many veterans of
US military operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan have succumbed to
near-epidemic rates of suicide. Being
ordered to slaughter civilians, even
inadvertently, must weigh heavily on
one’s mental make-up. Furthermore,
as occupiers in foreign lands and as
enforcers for imperial depredations, it
must be nearly impossible to escape
the ghosts of past military operations.

Meanwhile, US citizens are bom-
barded with both heavy-handed and
subtle messages that reinforce the
false belief these soldiers are “our”
troops and not the imperial instru-
ments designed by the Pentagon.
Whether at sporting events or ads
in movie theatres and on television,
the solemn link between the military
and the citizenry is hammered home.
Perhaps, one reason that the Pentagon
tries to do everything in its power
to deny and then suppress pictures
and stories, like those exposed on
Wikileaks, is because they make that
link more tenuous.

On the other hand, as long as the
citizenry does nothing to translate
its outrage into real-world action,

Cuba denounces illegal
broadcasts by the US

Cuba has once again condemned
the radio and television aggres-
sions it suffers from the United
States as a violation of interna-
tional radio-electronic regulations.
According to a report from Prensa
Latina, Pedro Nufiez Mosquera,
the island’s permanent representa-
tive at the United Nations, made
the condemnation during a debate
in the Information Committee of
the UN General Assembly.
The diplomat noted that

these illegal radio and television
broadcasts falsify and distort
information. He recalled that one

month ago, the Radio Regulations
Board of the International
Telecommunications Union
reiterated that those transmissions
provoke interference that is
damaging to Cuban stations.

“Last February alone, stations
located in the United States
broadcast 2,185 hours of illegal
transmissions every week,” he
stated.

Cuba’s UN representative said
that a number of these stations are
owned by or lend their services
to organisations linked to terrorist
elements living and acting against

Cuba in the US with the consent of
federal authorities.

“The US Congress annually
approves a budget of US$30
million-plus of federal funds for
these kinds of actions,” he said.

“The decision on what kind
of information is desired by
the Cuban people corresponds
in a sovereign manner to our
country and not to those who,
within the US administration,
misspend taxpayers’ dollars and
conspire with terrorist elements
in their plots against the Cuban
Revolution.” &

the daily outrages perpetrated in our
name in Irag, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
and other sites of US military inter-
vention will continue. With Congress
soon to vote on a supplemental bill
for US$33 billion more for the war
in Afghanistan, we must mount an
organised campaign at every level to

Death Squads in Afghanistan

the war. We must find a way to act
both individually and collectively
to stop being the enablers of US
death squads.

Francis Shor is the author of
Dying Empire: US Imperialism
and Global Resistance.
Counterpunch &

raise the political cost to prosecute

Global Briefs

TURKEY: Citizens gathered on April 24 in Istanbul to com-
memorate the beginning 95 years ago of a massacre by
Turkey directed against the Armenian people. In Taksim
Square, hundreds staged a sit-in while police monitored coun-
ter-demonstrators. Others gathered at the Haydarpasa train
station, departure point for deported Armenians who would nev-
er return. Their petition called upon “those who feel the great
pain” to grieve, although the term “Great Catastrophe” was
used, not genocide. “The genie is out of the bottle,” said aca-
demic Cengiz Aktar, quoted by Province.com. “These broken
taboos concern not just Armenia, but also other hidden subjects
such as the rights of minority Kurds.” In Yerevan, tens of thou-
sands of Armenians also marked the anniversary amidst signs
that Turkish-Armenian reconciliation attempts are floundering.

CUBA: Elections on April 25 to 169 municipal assemblies
resulted in 15,093 delegates being chosen from 34,766 candi-
dates. Election participation exceeded 93 percent of the voting
age population. A run-off vote takes place on May 2 between
the two most popular candidates in districts where no candi-
date gained at least 50 percent of the vote or where candidates
were tied. Municipal assembly delegates have the chance later
on to become members of the provincial legislatures or National
Assembly. The Juventud Rebelde (“Young Rebel”) newspa-
per cited the National Electoral Commission to the effect that
“a vote for the merits, capacities and competence of candidates
will be an unequivocal message of Cubans’ confidence in their
political system and of their will to maintain and improve it.”

INDIA: A one-day “hartal,” or national strike, on April 27 closed
down transportation, education and trade activities in West Bengal
and Kerala, two states with left governments. Ramifications of
the action called by the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and
three left allies extended to other northeastern states. Joined by
nine regional or caste-based parties, the strike was aimed at gov-
ernment-mandated price rises impeding access to food, gasoline,
diesel and fertilisers. According to the Times of India, protestors
focused particularly on Congress Party control of the national
government. While wholesale prices have risen at a 10 percent
annual rate recently, retail prices are up by 17 percent. The
strike unfolded midst a recent flourishing of large labour actions.
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Rudd’s regressive
health plan

Helen Owens “A patient’s perspec-
tive” on the SMH’s front page on
April 30 puts the current health
reform debate in its true perspec-
tive. Helen has breast cancer and
“keeping me alive costs $100,000
per year” she estimates — much
of these costs attributable to
expensive hospital care because of
a lack of services or support in the
primary care setting (ie the current
primary care system has difficulty
providing pain management or
coordinated care much less a GP
without the time or back up to
manage her condition).

Without major restructuring of
primary care (and aged and com-
munity care), the current Rudd
“hospital reform plan” is simply a
regressive agenda to corporatise the
public hospital system — with transfer
of hospital costs from government
(taxation) to private health insurance
and the individual. Thus user pays
via private health insurance or he/
she is left with a much more basic
and reduced service.

If the Rudd government’s “health
reform” remains limited to regres-
sive hospital funding reform, future
Australians including those in Ms
Owen’s position will find they have
to pay a significant proportion of their

health costs either via private health
insurance or from their own pocket
or go without.

And without significant reforms to
primary care, aged care, mental health
services, etc, building on Medicare
through a stronger primary care and
community care system, ie without
changes that allow us to manage
care better in the community, Ms
Owens’ bill of $100,000 per year will,
in retrospect, seem very cheap — as
health costs will continue to escalate
dramatically.

Corporatisation of our public hos-
pital system is not reform. It is only
the Rudd government implementing
the neo-liberal agenda to make all
Awstralians “responsible for their own
individual health needs” — through
private health insurance or out-of-
pocket costs. And for people in Ms
Owens’ position this would prove
Very expensive.

The Rudd “takeover of hospi-
tal funding” includes promises of
“efficiency gains” and some one-
off extra funding for the states and
for aged care, but these measures
involve minor amounts of money
and no structural reform and are only
a smokescreen for the real agenda:
corporatisation of public hospitals
and making Australians pay the cost
of the global financial crisis.

Dr C Costa
National Vice President
Doctors Reform Society

The only thing nuclear
weapons deter is
disarmament

The Women’s International League
for Peace and Freedom (WILPF)
regards the upcoming nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review
Conference, held 3-28 May 2010

in New York, as an opportunity
for states to make concrete and
substantive progress on nuclear
disarmament.

In order to reach progress, tra-
ditional concepts of security need
to shift. During recent years, it has
extensively been recognised that
gendered attitudes and ideologies
continue to influence disarmament
strategies and outcomes. In their
report (2006), the Weapons of Mass
Destruction Commission concludes
that “armament policies and the
use of armed force have often been
influenced by misguided ideas about
masculinity and strength. An under-
standing of and emancipation from
this traditional perspective might
help to remove some of the hurdles
on the road to disarmament and
non-proliferation.”

WILPF encourages all states
to move away from this traditional
approach, and to stress disarmament,
cooperation, and non-violent conflict
resolution in the interests of human
security.

Nuclear weapons do not increase
our security. While political and mili-
tary elites continue to emphasise the
importance of maintaining an “effec-
tive nuclear deterrent” in order to
protect “national security”, we believe
that nuclear deterrence is irrelevant to
the perceived threats facing the world
today such as climate change, food,
water, and energy shortages, terror-
ism and increasing global economic
disparity.

Nuclear weapons cannot respond
and tackle these converging crises,
as their development, deployment,
and proliferation increases global
tensions, disparities, polarisations,
and environmental degradation and
squanders the economic, political,
and human resources that could oth-
erwise be used to confront and solve

these crises. In fact, the only thing
that nuclear weapons seem to deter
is disarmament.

WILPF also recognises that
military expenditure continues to
divert financial resources from
investments in peace; in 2008, glo-
bal military expenditure reached
US$1,464,000,000,000. Meanwhile,
one year’s military spending would
finance 24 years of the additional
foreign aid required to reach the
Millennium Development Goals by
2015. According to the 1995 Beijing
Platform for Action, it is vital to
“explore new ways of generating new
public and private financial resources,
inter alia, through the appropri-
ate reduction of excessive military
expenditures, including global mili-
tary expenditures, trade in arms and
investment for arms production and
acquisition.”

This should take into considera-
tion “national security requirements,
S0 as to permit the possible allocation
of additional funds for social and
economic development, in particular
for the advancement of women.”
Hence, financial resources need to
be invested in human security, not in
nuclear weapons or any other category
of weapons.

WILPF calls on all states possess-
ing nuclear arsenals to halt nuclear
weapon research, development, test-
ing, and component production. Arms
control and disarmament measures
undertaken by nuclear-armed states
must not include conditions that are
paradoxical to disarmament.

In order to save our planet from
the direct and indirect consequences
of nuclear weapons, WILPF encour-
ages all governments at the NPT
Review Conference to work towards
negotiations on a Nuclear Weapons
Convention, which would prohibit
the development, testing, production,

stockpiling, transfer, use and threat of
use of nuclear weapons. WILPF also
calls for the elimination of nuclear
weapons to be grounded in a broader
movement toward political, economic,
and social justice and gender equity
in which the majority of the world’s
people are empowered to live a
healthy, dignified, and productive life.
Kerstin Greback

& Annelise Ebbe,

Co-Presidents, WILPF

Another ANZAC day

So we have just seen another Anzac
Day. Remembering a war fought to
see whether British or German bil-
lionaires would control the world,
Australians were told that they
would defend the British Empire
to the last man and the last shilling.

It has even been suggested that
Awustralia became a nation at Gallipoli,
what arrant nonsense.

Australia became a nation 50
years before Gallipoli at the Eureka
Stockade. Fifty years before that peo-
ple fought for freedom in this country
at the Battle of Vinegar Hill. Even in
those far off days Vinegar Hill played
a bigger part in forming the Australian
Nation than any number of Gallipolis
ever could.

So to the debate around the flag.
There is one flag for Australia, that
is the Eureka Flag. It is interesting
to note that of all the workers who
fought at Eureka only two were cur-
rency (Australian born). They were
led by an Irishman and an Italian.
So the Eureka Flag commemorates
Internationalism as well as Australian
working class patriotism.

Ron Barrett
Mt Druitt, NSW
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“Hands off
Russial”

Recently, in the lead-up to Anzac
Day, a television ad caught my
attention: it was promoting the
“unknown story of our heroes
who took part in the Russian Civil
War”.

“Unknown” my foot. The ruling
class does not like to remind the
workers of its failures. It prefers to
keep quiet about the times when the
people rebuffed it.

The First World War was sold
to the public in Britain and France,
and their various allies, as a war to
defend the peace of the world from
barbarous German and Turkish
invaders. It was far from the truth,
of course.

The Great War was in fact a
war between two groups of empires
(British, French and Russian on one
side, German, Austro-Hungarian and
Turkish on the other) for nothing
more noble than trade and colonies.

In November 1917, the Red
revolution in Russia overthrew the
pro-war government of Kerensky
and took Russia out of the War.
Lenin and the Bolsheviks called for
all the combatants in the Great War
to stop the war. It was a popular call.

Revolution broke out in
Germany and Hungary; there
were mutinies among French and

British troops at the front. While
British, French and US imperialism
schemed to eliminate the Bolshevik
menace before it could grow any
stronger, they soon realised that
continuing the War was not feasible.

By late 1918, with empires
collapsing around them, they had
to bring the War to an abrupt
close. “The fact that England
was still at war with Germany
was a mistake. There must be an
immediate cessation of hostilities
on the Western Front and a coalition
against Bolshevism.

“Cried [British secret agent]
Captain Sidney George Reilly:
‘Peace, peace on any terms — and
then a united front against the true
enemies of mankind!”” (Sayers and
Kahn: The Great Conspiracy.)

The anti-Soviet character of the
Armistice between the Allies and
the Central Powers in November
1918 is revealed in a little-known
clause that stipulated that German
troops should remain for as long as
the Allies considered it expedient
in whatever Russian territory they
then occupied.

However, months before the
Armistice, British, French, US and
Japanese troops had been landed in
Russia, to deal with the Bolshevik
problem. The Japanese High
Command provided the thousands
of Japanese troops in Siberia with
little Russian dictionaries in which
the word “Bolshevik” was defined
as “wild beast” and followed by
the notation: “To be exterminated”.

By mid-1919, the territory of
Russia had been invaded by the
armed forces of 14 states, namely
Britain, France, Germany, Japan,
Italy, USA, Czechoslovakia, Serbia,
China, Finland, Greece, Poland,
Romania, and Turkey. None of
them declared war on Russia. After
four years of the World War, going
to war with revolutionary Russia

would not have been a popular
move. So they pretended they were
not at war with Russia.

Winston Churchill supervised
the allied campaign against the
Bolshevik menace, but wrote
ironically of the Intervention in
his book The World Crisis: the
Aftermath: “Were they [the Allies] at
war with Russia? Certainly not; but
they shot Soviet Russians at sight.

“They stood as invaders on
Russian soil. They armed the
enemies of the Soviet government.
They blockaded the ports and sank
its battleships. They earnestly
desired and schemed its downfall.

“But war — shocking!
Interference — shame! It was, they
repeated, a matter of in difference
to them how Russians settled their
own affairs. They were impartial
— bang!”

Australian Communist leader
Edgar Ross wrote in his excel-
lent 1972 publication The Russian
Revolution — Its Impact on Australia:
“Australians learned [in late 1918
and early 1919] with a sense of great
shame and rising anger that their own
government was actively taking part
in these measures.

“News penetrated through the
[war] censorship that not only were
Australian officers attached to the
forces fighting the Bolsheviks but
the Australian warship Swan had
been sent with a French vessel to the
Sea of Azov.” The Swan was there
to support the counter-revolutionary
forces armed and supplied by France
and Britain.

All over the world, people
were demanding to know why their
menfolk were fighting in Russia
when the War was supposed to
be over? The US Expeditionary
Force, in Siberia, was seething with
discontent, appalled by the barbarity
of the White Guard armies they
were supposed to support.
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As discontent and mutinous
behaviour spread among the
Intervention troops, British and US
military leaders resorted to anti-
Semitism to explain their actions
in Russia.

“A proclamation from British
General Headquarters in Northern
Russia, which was read to British
and American troops, [explained]:
‘We are up against Bolshevism,
which means anarchy pure and
simple’.

“Look at Russia at the present
moment. The power is in the hands
of a few men, mostly Jews ...”

The Russian Revolution
represented the hope of workers
everywhere. In Britain and Australia
and many other countries, the union

movement rallied around the slogan
“Hands Off Russial”

Manifestoes and Resolutions
from Labor Councils and even the
ALP Federal Conference demanded
an end to intervention and the
cessation of hostilities, proclaiming
the right of the Russian people to
work out their own destiny.

Our heroes were not the
misled youngsters sent to fight in
a war against Russian workers and
peasants; our heroes were the men
and women who demonstrated and
defied the police to demand the
withdrawal of all Intervention troops
from Russia, who campaigned to
stop an unjust war and defend the
world’s first successful socialist
revolution. &



The Guardian
May 5 2010

Worth Watching 11

A

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sun 9 May —
Sat 15 May

he history of Aboriginal

resistance to European set-
tlement in Australia has never been
given much prominence by state or
Commonwealth Education depart-
ments. No doubt the authorities were
understandably reluctant to raise
potentially embarrassing questions
in the minds of students: questions
as to how the European colonists
could simply declare themselves
the owners of all the land, or how
it was that the indigenous people of
this country were deemed to have no
rights whatever.

Just as the mainstream media are
wont to brag about the size of the
holdings of big landowners without
ever wondering whether those hold-
ings were cleared of troublesome
natives by the use of poisoned flour,
guns and starvation, so the myth is
consistently fostered that Australia
was settled peacefully and without
distress to anyone.

The ruling class is not silly
enough to state such a lie baldly;
they imply it, largely by ignoring the
evidence that contradicts that scenario.
And, just like today, they label those
who tried to fight back as criminals,
bandits or terrorists.

Few Australians would know the
names of any of the famous leaders

of Aboriginal resistance. Nemarluk,
in the north of the country, was the
subject of a book and is probably the
only Aboriginal resistance fighter
that even most well-informed whites
could name.

This will be slightly remedied
by this week’s episode of Message
Stick (it’s the first of two) (ABC1
Sunday May 9, second episode
May 16, at 1.30pm). The title is
Pemulwuy: A War Of Two Laws and
it is the story of the Bidgigal warrior
Pemulwuy who led a 12-year guerrilla
war against the British settlement at
Sydney Cove until he was killed in
1802.

Had the electric telegraph existed
at the time, Pemulwuy might be as
well known today as Ned Kelly,
whose notoriety was greatly enhanced
through the use of the telegraph by the
newspapers of his time. However, |
have little doubt that the ruling class
would have acted to ensure that such
a dangerous rebel never became a
cult figure.

hether an obscurantist

religious institution found
a particular fact of science to be her-
esy or not is, in the scheme of things,
significant only as a measure of the
prevailing ignorance of the period in
question.

In 1633, Galileo was tried by the
Inquisition for writing that the Earth
revolved around the sun. The Church
at this time believed the Earth was the
centre of the universe, and everything
else revolved around it. He was con-
victed of heresy.

Compass (ABC1 Sunday May
9 at 10.10pm) this week films the
retrial of Galileo staged at the UNSW
under the guidance of Dr Peter
Slezak from the School of History
and Philosophy of Science and Dr
Maurice Finocchiaro, Distinguished
Professor of Philosophy Emeritus at
the University of Nevada.

It is not a re-enactment but a
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Message Stick — Pemulwuy: A War Of Two Laws (ABC1 Sunday May 9, second episode May 16, at 1.30pm).

role-playing exercise with a cast of
prominent lawyers, church figures,
scientists and others (former Premier
Bob Carr is in there along with televi-
sion personality Julie McCrossin).
However, apart from some displays
of wit and eloquence, can such an
anachronistic event have any validity?
After all, whatever verdict they
arrive at (was he guilty of heresy or
not?) is surely irrelevant. The impor-
tant question is whether he was right
and we all know the answer to that.
here’s no doubt that comput-
ers are valuable tools for
filmmaking. The most innocuous
movies these days have scenery or
events created or enhanced through
generous use of computer generated
imagery (CGlI).
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Just as sci-fi movies would be
unthinkable without CGl, so scientific
films have also benefited. No longer
limited to clunky models or graph-
ics, the makers of scientific films
can recreate the very latest concepts
in interplanetary travel or spaceship
design, with startling authenticity.

The Australian-made series Voyage
To The Planets (ABC1 Thursdays
from May 13 at 8.30 pm) comprises
six remarkable one-hour episodes
examining all aspects of and actually
recreating (within the scope of present
knowledge) voyages to each of the
planets in our solar system.

The series is a little twee in its
telling, insisting on telling us what
to pack and other unnecessary embel-
lishments added presumably in the
interests of verisimilitude. Apart
from that and a rather slow pace, the
series is saved by the fascination of
its subject matter.

The concept is not new: Carl
Sagan did it 30 years ago with this
landmark series Cosmos. This new
series will not achieve the status of
that amazing work, but its science
has the advantage of more up-to-
date information. (Even so, | prefer
Cosmos).

ecrets of the Parthenon
(ABC1 Thursday May 13
at 9.35pm) is from the Science unit

of US Public broadcaster WGBH
Boston, made for cable channel Nova.

Unlike some other US cable
channels, Nova does not assume that
viewers have the attention span of a
gnat, so it does not repeat everything
every seven minutes. In fact, the
program assumes that viewers have
brains and can use them, which makes
for a pleasant change.

Unfortunately, it also assumes that
we would not be interested in such a
dry subject as the restoration of the
Parthenon, which has stood for 25
centuries but which has been sadly
affected by the atmospheric pollution
around Athens today, not to mention
the occasional earthquake. Unless,
restoration work is carried out the
landmark ruin could simply collapse.

The restoration is a mammoth
task that has been underway for 32
years but is now seriously being
pursued with vigour. The Nova
program concentrates on the design
problems faced by the restorers when
they discovered that the building’s
columns and other features are not
simple rectangles but are curved, each
column in fact being unique.

The restoration is costing a
fortune, but the result should be real
a tribute to Greek culture and also to
the many artisans and craftspeople
engaged on the project. &
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Rudd’s health revolution
Designed to fall

Anna Pha

Kevin Rudd got what he wanted and paid
less in bribes than expected. The Labor state
and territory ministers returned to their
electorates claiming they had bargained hard
and got a good deal for public health. West
Australian Premier Colin Barnett held out,
refusing to hand back up to 33 percent of his
state’s GST to give the Commonwealth con-
trol of WA hospitals. The public were dealt
a very raw deal indeed. Rudd’s national
health plan fails to address the most press-
ing issues and short-comings in the public
health system. It is a neo-liberal cost-cutting
exercise that will further the privatisation of
health care and begin the federal claw back
of GST monies from the states.

Rudd and his health minister Nicola Roxon
won the political battle in Canberra. With the
exception of WA, the states and territories
have handed over around a third of their GST
income to be ultimately controlled by the federal
government.

It cost Rudd $5 billion in promises over
the next four years to buy off the Labor states
— money that should have been forthcoming
anyway to meet the growth in population let
alone improvements to the public health sector.
The $5 billion will be funded by cuts in other
areas — over 260 new childcare centres have
been cancelled, cuts in access to the disability
pension and other areas still to be announced. At
the same time Rudd expects to make *“savings”
of up to $1.5 billion annually through changes
to public hospital funding!

Layers

There will be a new structure:

National Health and Hospital Network
(NHHN) Fund - pays states GST monies
and commonwealth contributions for public
hospitals, primary health care, research, capital
investment, etc

National Funding Authority — a so-called
independent body allocates from the NHHN
(60% of costs, states contribute other 40%) to
states and territories

State and territory Funds — “system man-
agers” allocate funds to local networks

Local Hospital Networks — around 100
boards manage public hospital services

Independent Hospital Pricing Authority
— sets national “efficient price” for every
procedure

Australian Commission on Safety and
Quality in Health Care sets national clinical
safety standards

National Performance Authority reports
on hospital performance measured against these
standards

State based supervisory boards — three
members: state, commonwealth and “independ-
ent” representatives.

These various bodies have “independent”
boards with commonwealth, state, financial and
other “experts” still to be appointed. No prize
for guessing how many come from the private
health industry!

The hospital networks will be able to
contract out public patients to private hospitals
— a means of subsidising the private sector
instead of adequately funding and resourcing
public hospitals.

The commonwealth will fully fund and
take responsibility for aged care and primary
health care, including GP services (Medicare
etc), much of which it already does. It will
continue to pay out around $4 billion a year in

subsidies to the private hospital system through
its 30 or 40 percent (aged-based) private health
insurance rebate.

Casemix

The centrepiece of hospital funding is the
one-size-fits-all “efficiency price” that hospitals
will be paid for each procedure — known as
casemix. It will replace block funding of
hospitals. Rudd describes it in classic, neo-
liberal spin as an “appropriate balance between
reasonable access, clinical safety, efficiency
and fiscal considerations.” Translated into
plain English: safety and speedy access will
be compromised to meet cost-cutting targets.
Patient need is not paramount.

Casemix does not make allowances for
patients with more complex conditions that
might need additional procedures or a longer
time in hospital, such as the aged, Indigenous
Australians, diabetics and others with chronic
conditions. A hip replacement is a hip
replacement, regardless of what is involved
and the hospital is paid the set price for it. If a
hospital goes over budget it will go into debt. If
it can come in under it gets to keep the profits.

When the Kennett Liberal government
introduced a form of casemix in the 1990s
costs were cut 28 percent — thousands of nurses
and other workers were sacked as hospitals
tightened their belts. An impressive performance
by Rudd’s standards. Patient churning saw
reductions in the length of Victoria’s average
hospital stay, the postponement and rationing
of unprofitable procedures and the rate of
unplanned readmissions rise. In Victoria it is
now 6.2 per 100 discharges compared with
a national average of 3.7 percent. This figure
alone points to the dangers of a system driven
by profit not patient need.

No overall strategy

“We don’t have a fair health system,” said
Dr Woodruff, president of the Doctors Reform
Society. “The least needy get the most care
and the most needy get the least care and the
Prime Minister, the Premiers, and the various
oppositions are ignoring that fact in favour of
playing politics with power and money. Nothing
substantial has been suggested to address access
problems to non-hospital care in a systematic
way. Nothing substantial has been suggested to
address the problems of public hospitals being
too full. Aged care funding suggestions remain
woefully inadequate.”

Dental health, primary and preventative
health care, mental health and the many
community services that are essential to
reducing the number of people in hospital are not
addressed. For example, 30,000 people end up
in hospital every year with infections as a result
of oral health issues (Hans Zoellner, chair of the
Association for the Promotion of Oral Health).

“Whatever happened to our patients and
their constant battles with just finding a doctor
to see, or being able to afford the care they
need, be it ordinary GP services, mental health,
dental care, disability services, allied health
services. Whatever happened to concern about
their journey through multiple uncoordinated
parts of the health system to get the care they
require and the huge delays in accessing the
same health care their richer fellow citizens can
easily access.” Dr Woodruff asked rhetorically.

Beds without nurses?

Rudd’s $5 billion over four years, includes
commitments to fund 1,300 new hospital beds,
2,000 mental health places, more than 6,000
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new doctor training places and 2,500 aged
care beds. These are welcome and desperately
needed, but they fall far short of what is
required. Public hospitals are underfunded,
understaffed and lack basic resources. It is not
just about beds.

Rudd has not offered additional funding
to increase the number of nurses — just extra
beds — let alone increase their wages. Many
nurses have been forced out because of the toll
that the stressful working conditions takes on
their health and because they cannot live on
the low wages they are paid. The states will be
left to pick up the costs if staff are to be found
— at present they claim they cannot afford to
adequately staff existing beds.

Likewise there are additional aged care
beds but not the funding for staffing — another
area of chronic shortage which like nursing in
public hospitals relies heavily on the import of
staff from third world countries who can least
afford to train and lose their health workers.

MySchool - MyHospital

There are strong parallels with the privatisa-
tion process underway in education.

The federal government has introduced
national testing (performance standards), league
tables to compare schools and identify failed
schools. The measurement of performance
through the NAPLAN tests is not an accurate
indication of the quality of education being
received in a school. It lays the basis for an
education market, where parents shop around. It
is only a matter of time before “failed schools”
are shut or handed over to the private, for-profit
sector to manage. The government is moving
towards a voucher system, where a school —
private or public — is allocated a set amount for
each student according to their year of study.

In the health sector hospitals the “efficiency
price” (voucher) is moving in the same direc-
tion, treating hospital procedures (no mention of
care or nursing) as set price services. Hospitals
attempting to provide quality care on the basis
of need are set to fail, their performance will
be measured by the National Performance
Authority (the equivalent of NAPLAN national
testing). When a hospital or network fails to

meet performance assessments or mounts huge
debts, this will give governments the excuse to
hand the hospital networks over to private, for
profit corporations to manage.

Federalism

Apart from setting the scene for the further
privatisation of public hospitals, the Rudd
government has taken the first step towards
clawing back GST from states and territories.
The education component could be next.

Across the board, commonwealth
government is working to wind back the role
of states in economic and social and political
affairs. The Howard Coalition government,
working through the Council of Australian
Governments (COAG) took a number of
steps in this direction with taxation and
key infrastructure (ports, electricity, water,
transportation), licencing of professionals,
various health and safety regulations, industrial
relations.

Costello made it clear that he was prepared
to use commonwealth powers to move in when
the states fail to meet their responsibilities. He
had his eyes on the GST, looking for income
to fund wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and an
ever-burgeoning military budget. Rudd warned
before he was elected that if the states “failed”
to fix the public hospital system, then he would
move in take it over. That is what he has done.

The Australian government is committed
to the further deregulation and opening up of
Australia to foreign investors, in particular in
the financial, education, health, construction,
transport and food areas. It has made these
commitments at the World Trade Organisation
and in a number of free trade agreements with
other countries, including the US.

The Education Revolution and now the
Health Revolution are steps in the process
of removing what foreign and locally based
transnational corporations see as “state barriers”
that stand in their way of taking over Australian
health, education and other “markets”.
Capitalism must continually expand or perish,
and these essential public services offer them
great opportunities for additional sources of
profit-gouging. &
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