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Labor’s federal public hospital takeover
Privatisation & GST grab
Anna Pha

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and Health and 
Aged Care Minister Nicola Roxon have pre-
sented their health plan as a simple federal 
takeover of the public health system from 
failing states and territories. Rudd says his 
government is committed “to lifting national 
standards through the establishment of the 
National Health and Hospitals Network, 
and improving access and timely care for 
all Australians in emergency departments 
and in public hospitals across Australia.” In 
reality, the plan’s aims are federal control 
of public hospital funding, cost cutting, 
privatisation and clawing back of GST 
money. The quality of health care comes a 
poor fi fth to these other goals.

According to Rudd:
“The Australian government will for the fi rst 

time become the majority funder of the public 
hospital system.

To deliver these changes, the Commonwealth 
will fund:
• 60 percent of the effi cient price of every 

public hospital service;
• 60 percent of public hospitals’ recurrent 

expenditure on research and training 
functions;

• 60 percent of the cost of maintaining and 
improving public hospitals infrastructure; 
and

• Up to 100 percent of the effi cient price of 
‘primary health care equivalent’ outpatient 
services provided to public hospital patients 
over time.”

John Deeble was one of the principal advis-
ers to the Whitlam Labor government when it 
introduced the original Medibank and to the 
Hawke government for Medicare. Commenting 
on the Rudd plan, he correctly noted: “There is 
nothing in the plan that would improve hospital 
care or access to it, or inject any extra money 
into public hospitals over the next 10 years.” Mr 
Deeble described it as “simply rebadging the part 
of the GST money the states and territories now 
spend on health as Commonwealth payments.”

Under the present federal-state arrange-
ments, the states pay 60 percent and the fed-
eral government 40 percent of public hospital 
funding, with the states having responsibility 
and control over how they do this. When the 
GST was introduced there were promises that 
the states would then have enough income to 
adequately fund public hospitals, public educa-
tion and a host of other services. This did not 
happen; the federal government did not uphold 
its contributions to these areas.

Under Rudd’s new plan, states give back 
30 percent of their GST income to the federal 
government who then pays it back to the states. 
In the process the 40:60 balance of contribu-
tions is reversed, making the Commonwealth 
the major contributor to public hospital funding. 
It takes control and it places conditions on how 
the states spend the money. You give me your 

money, and then I’ll have control over it when 
I give it back to you! A neat sleight of hand if 
ever there was one!

The Victorian Premier Brumby is correct in 
pointing to the dangers of the federal govern-
ment clawing back GST income. It should not 
be forgotten that the previous federal govern-
ment took over the industrial relations system 
and the Rudd-Gillard team are moving in that 
direction with education – the national cur-
riculum, national testing, funding according to 
performance, etc.

Funding not needs based
The government refers to covering 60 

percent of “the effi cient price of every public 
hospital service”. This is the casemix approach 
that is already in use to varying degrees in a 
number of states with adverse consequences 
such patients being sent home too early and 
having to be readmitted with avoidable prob-
lems. The federal government will allocate 
“activity-based” grants to local hospital net-
works. Networks that “overspend” will have to 
take measures to cut costs – hospitals will be 
forced to cut corners with procedures and send 
patients home too early.

It can also result in cherry picking – hospi-
tals giving preference to certain types of proce-
dures or patients who are more likely to come 
in at or under the set price. It can put smaller 
hospitals such as those in regional areas at a 
disadvantage if they do not have the economies 

of scale of a large hospital.
Public hospitals will not be funded accord-

ing to needs but on a totally inappropriate meas-
ure of output. It treats patients as commodities 
and hospitals as businesses, and cost-cutting as 
the measure of effi ciency. Patients do not come 
at a unit cost like an engine part in a car.

Main issues not addressed
The plan fails to address the public health 

system as a whole or provide additional funding 
in critical areas of need.

“…. the announcement of new direct fund-
ing of Emergency Departments indicates an 
understanding of the diffi culties our patients 
encounter when sick, but fails to recognise that 
the main problem with delays in Emergency 
Departments is ‘access block’, the lack of empty 
beds into which patients requiring admission 
can be sent. Emergency Department doctors 
and the research have been pointing this out 
for years,” said Dr Woodruff, president of the 
Doctors Reform Society.

Dr Woodruff pointed out that the reasons 
for “access block” are predominantly a lack 
of federal funding and federal reforms in aged 
care and Medicare/GP/primary care. “There 
are not enough aged care places for patients 
who are in hospital and inadequate primary 
care leads to too many patients presenting to 
Emergency Departments and requiring admis-
sion with problems which good primary care 
could have treated.

“Both primary care and aged care are 
predominantly a federal responsibility … but 
instead of addressing these issues Mr Rudd’s 
treatment of the problem in Emergency is to give 
some minor funding to states contingent upon 
them meeting targets which are unachievable 
because there are no empty beds.”

The government is promising money for 
capital spending on new aged care facilities – 
such has through loans to the private sector at 
zero real interest rates, but not an extra cent for 
staffi ng of those facilities. At present there is a 
critical shortage of nurses in aged care as well 
as in public hospitals.

The extra money being offered in real terms 
is peanuts. The government’s announcements 
cover up what additional amounts would have 
been spent under the Commonwealth-States 
agreement. Increases are inevitable to cover 
not just rising prices but the rapid growth in 
Australia’s population – close to one million 
during the four-year period of government 
commitments.

The government’s plan and fi xed price 
for procedures and services will not solve the 
problem of long waiting lists or understaffi ng 
and the highly stressful working conditions in 
public hospitals which are driving nurses and 
other health professionals out of the system. 
There are no provisions for extra nurses or aged 
care workers, only facilities.

Continued on page 2

Health and Aged Care Minister Nicola Roxon.
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PRESS FUND
Almost one third of the year has passed already. The autumn 
equinox has passed, and we’re heading towards the winter solstice. 
Speaking of the passing of time, Shakespeare wrote his famous 
sonnet “Since brass, nor stone nor earth”. Ogden Nash wrote: “Time 
is so old and love so brief”, while Milton mourned: “How soon 
hath time, the subtle thief of youth, stolen on his wing my three and 
twentieth year”. But enough of the poets – because now is the time 
for you to send in something for the Press Fund, which really needs 
your support! As we do every week, we offer our sincere thanks to 
those who contributed this time, as follows:
Fred Rouardy $30, SS Guardian tin $23, “Round Figure* $17.
(Apologies to Fred for the previous oversight).
This week’s total: $70 Progressive total $1510.

Continued from page 1

“The public hospitals’ major 
problems are not about effi ciency or 
management. They simply don’t have 
the facilities or the money,” Deeble 
noted. They have been starved of 
funds and the new plan will not see 
that situation rectifi ed. The talk of 
setting an “effi cient national price” 
for services is neo-liberal spin for 
reducing funding in real terms. It is 
not a question of a shortage of funds; 
it is about distribution of health funds.

Instead of giving public hospitals 
the money they need, the government 
will increasingly turn to and pay the 
private hospital system to treat public 
patients. The far more costly and less 
effi cient for-profi t, private hospital 
system is unsustainable without mas-
sive subsidies from the public purse.

Private system 
bleeding public 
hospitals dry

The plan does nothing to halt the 
blowout of multi-billion dollar gov-
ernment subsidies to private hospitals. 
Private health insurance premiums 
have just risen again by six percent.

“Nothing is to be done to address 

the taxpayer funded support of the 
growth of publicly funded private 
hospitals which attracts specialists 
away from public hospitals,” Dr 
Woodruff pointed out.

After 18 months of discussion 
on health reform the federal Labor 
government gave states and territories 
less than six weeks to agree to its 
federal takeover of public hospitals. 
Calling it “cooperative federalism” 
the states and territories were stood 
over, bullied, blackmailed and told 
to agree on the Monday (April 19) 
or face a referendum on the question. 
Extra dollars for specifi c services 
were dangled as carrots for those 
who signed on. These amounts were 
peanuts compared with needs.

The rush and referendum threat 
have a political component. During 
the last election campaign Rudd had 
promised a federal take over of the 
public hospital system if the states 
did not lift their game. At the time 
he knew full well that the states were 
never going to eliminate hospital wait-
ing lists, increase staffi ng or solve the 
problems of emergency departments.

The solution to these problems 
lies beyond the reach of the states on 
their own. The federal government 
holds the key to many of the problems 

such as the shortage of aged care 
and mental health facilities that sees 
patients taking beds because there is 
nowhere else for them to go.

The referendum is the means of 
saving face at the next election in the 
event that a federal takeover did not 
take place.

The Rudd plan is yet another 
assault on Medicare and the public 
health system. The states, with their 
new health and hospitals networks 
will “fail”. It would then only be a 
matter of time before the federal gov-
ernment contracts out the management 
of the National Health and Hospitals 
Network to private sector operators.

Lost in all the debate are the key 
questions facing the public health 
sector, such as the lack of funding, 
the appallingly low wages and stress-
ful working conditions of nurses 
and other health care workers. The 
$4 billion private health insurance 
rebate subsidy to private hospitals 
should be abolished and the money 
redirected to the public sector for the 
universal provision of the full range 
of services – preventative, primary, 
aged, mental health, hospital, special-
ist, dental and other services on the 
basis of need. 

Labor’s federal public hospital takeover
Privatisation & GST grab

Capitalism is not concerned with 
meeting people’s needs

The project is called Building the Education Revolution – BER 
for short. It was launched as part of the federal government’s $42 
billion stimulus package to deal with the impact in Australia of 
the economic downturn that has engulfed the world economy 
since late 2008. The plan was to get halls and other structures 
built as quickly as possible, stem growing unemployment and give 
schools another building whether that was their major need or 
not. BER will cost $16.2 billion and still has two years to run. 
Unfortunately for Rudd and Education Minister Julia Gillard, 
the funds have been raided by opportunistic operators who have 
given spectacularly bad value for the community’s money. BER 
joins a growing list of government schemes undermined by policy 
makers’ unwarranted faith in private enterprise to deliver cheaply 
and effi ciently to the public.

Gillard has fi nally given in to pressure for an inquiry. The 
outcry did not only come from the Opposition. It came from school 
communities outraged at the money paid for shade structures 
and “covered outdoor learning areas” (COLAs). Hastings Public 
School in Port Macquarie now has a COLA that looks for all the 
world like a humble demountable building. Price tag – $931,000. 
The deputy PM has appointed Brad Orgill – former chairman of 
UBS Investment Bank Australasia – to head up a taskforce and 
look into the running of BER. He will make an interim report in 
three months and every six months from then on. The government 
has pledged to make the detail public.

Until recently, Gillard had insisted that the commonwealth 
funded, state run project was being monitored and audited 
satisfactorily at various levels. Reports of rorting were taken 
lightly. “The number of complaints compared with the breadth 
and depth of the program is still a limited number of complaints,” 
she said. But the reports that did get out about unusually high costs 
to the taxpayer got worse and worse. Construction companies are 
charging fees up to 21 percent to manage projects compared to 
the usual fi ve percent. The situation appears to be worst in NSW 
where middlemen have been given freest rein. 

Political columnists are saying that by calling the inquiry 
the government is seeking to take the heat out of the issue by 
the time the federal election rolls around. Unfortunately for the 
government, these schemes just keep on delivering embarrassing 
detail. The home insulation and green loans scandals have not yet 
run their course. The demise of the $2.47 billion home insulation 
rebate scheme has sparked a war between the industry groups 
involved in the installation of the various types of insulation. 
Contractors have been sent to the wall by the axing of the scheme.

Greg Combet has replaced Peter Garrett as minister in 
charge of the debacle. He has to grapple with the fact that as 
many as 16 percent of the 1.1 million installations do not comply 
with standards. The installations have been associated with 120 
house fi res and the deaths of four installers. The government is 
considering the removal of foil insulation from all 50,000 homes 
it was put into or the offer of the installation electrical safety 
switches.

The government’s stimulus package has been very revealing 
about the Rudd government and its backers. As it got underway 
Australian Industry Group spokesperson Helen Ridout observed 
that schools became an obvious focus for spending because there 
had been signifi cant underinvestment in education for decades. 
Parents and teachers have been saying this for ages and have been 
ignored. Now that the economy is getting shaky, there are billions 
upon billions of dollars available for doubtful projects involving 
rorts and dodgy work practices. Capitalism is not concerned with 
meeting people’s needs.

Reports are starting to come in about the rorting of a scheme 
to provide broadband connections to businesses and households 
in remote communities. Everywhere you look there are private 
enterprise snouts in the public trough. It is time working people 
called a halt to all this nonsense and demanded the restoration and 
extension of public enterprise, public ownership, accountability 
and control.

Perth

UnionsWA May Day Festival + March 2010
12 noon Sunday May 2

Fremantle Esplanade Reserve

Join us for the labour movement’s biggest social event of the year. This year’s theme is ‘No WorkChoices in WA’. Come 

down with your family and friends to the labour movement’s biggest social event of the year. Family fun rules supreme on 

the day with FREE live entertainment and performances, rides & slides, food and activities for the children. Join us for a 

fun day in celebration of the labour movement’s past, present and future.

www.unionswa.com.au/mayday

Sydney

Celebrate May Day
5pm Sunday May 2

Greek Community Club 206 Lakemba St, Lakemba

Variety of Live Music – Mediterranean meal

A very affordable $20

Organised by Sydney District Committee CPA & fraternal parties

Brisbane

Melbourne

March May Day
Sunday May 2 

Assemble 1pm in Lygon Street

Outside Victorian Trades Hall

Carlton South
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On April 14, as former Police 
Commissioner Christine Nixon 
returned to the Bushfi res Royal 
Commission, Victorian fi refi ghters 
delivered their submission on how 
the state’s fi re fi ghting resources 
can be better coordinated and 
launch a campaign to stop cuts to 
Melbourne’s fi re protection.

The thrust of the United 
Firefi ghters’ Union (UFU) submission 
is not new, the union points out, but its 
time has come – a single fi re service 
for Victoria. 

Black Saturday exposed systemic 
failures in communication and 
coordination, as well as the territorial 
competition that exists between the 
Melbourne Fire Brigade (MFB), 
Country Fire Association (CFA) 
and Department of Sustainability 
and Environment (DSE). While 
Melbourne’s established inner suburbs 
have 24/7 MFB protection, residents 
in the outer suburbs and growth 
corridors rely on a patchwork of CFA 
professionals and volunteers.

On a smaller scale there are 
incidents like the Apollo Parkways 
primary school fi re in March 2008. 
When CFA volunteers at two fi re 
stations did not respond on time, and 
seven minutes after the original alert, 
the full-time professional CFA crew 
at nearby Eltham was called. Fifteen 
minutes after the original call, the 
nearest fi re station to the blaze – the 
MFB fi re station at Greensborough 
– was called. The MFB attended 
within four minutes. By then, a fi re 
that started in an Exit sign was a $1.5 
million blaze.

A single fi re service would have 
provided a faster response from the 
nearest fi refi ghters on duty – well 
within the 7.7 minute standard – 
and saved most of the $1.5 million 
damage bill.

The UFU submission details 
the public safety and economic 
benefi ts of a single fi re service for 
Victoria, and how professionals and 
volunteers would work together, as 
they do already in the CFA. In 2008, 
Ambulance Victoria was created from 
three ambulance services. ·It’s time to 
do the same for fi re services.

7.7 minutes
Of even more urgency is the 

MFB’s plan to cut Melbourne’s fi re 
protection cover by scrapping the 
minimum number of fi refi ghters on 
duty at any time. 

The MFB website proudly boasts: 
“The MFB consistently reports some 
of the fastest emergency response 
times and consequently achieves a 
high percentage of fi re containment 
to room of origin.”

This record is now under threat. 
United Firefi ghters Union secretary 
Peter Marshall said the MFB’s 
planned cut backs must inevitably 
degrade the ability of fi refi ghters to 
respond to emergencies within the 
international standard of 7.7 minutes.

“This is literally a matter of life 
and death,” Mr Marshall said.

“Fewer fi refi ghters on duty will 
mean fire station closures from 
time to time, or appliances will be 
unavailable due to crew shortages. 
The current standard – a response 
within 7.7 minutes – gives fi re crews 
the maximum chance of saving life, 
and, in 90 percent of structure fi res, 
preventing the fi re reaching fl ash over 
and spreading from the site of origin 
to adjoining rooms.

“This was supported by evidence 
at the 1994 inquiry into MFB: a fi re 
must be suppressed within 5 to 10 
minutes of ignition if it is to be limited 
to a single room. Economic studies 
show a direct link between response 
time and the cost of fi res.”

Offi cer Melissa “Mac” Hanson 
told the rally of her concerns as an 
operational fi refi ghter.

There was a fi re in three-storey 
units at Maribyrnong. When the fi rst 
fi re crew arrived, six minutes after the 
alarm, residents in the upper fl oors 
were trapped by smoke. Residents 
from a fi rst fl oor unit had smashed the 
window and were holding a baby out; 
another resident was trying to climb 
out the window. Firefi ghters quickly 
suppressed the fi re and successfully 
evacuated the residents.

“It is not just fi res,” said Mac 
Hanson. “For medical response 
calls it’s not just minutes that matter 
but every second. That’s why we 
respond with Ambulance Victoria to 
unconscious, not breathing patients. 
The sooner we can commence CPR 
the better the chances of survival 
for the patient. The same applies to 
car accidents, chemical spills and 
every other emergency we respond 
to. Response times are critical to a 
successful outcome. They are how 
we measure our effi ciency. They are 
not negotiable.” 

It is now 12 months since the 
Board of Reference ruled that 26 

CFA fi re stations needed mandatory 
upgrades. These include Ballarat, 
Dandenong, Eltham, Geelong West, 
Hastings, Hoppers Crossing, Lara, 
Lorne, Melton, Mildura, Mooroopna, 
Mornington, Narre Warren, Ocean 
Grove, Pakenham, Phillip Island, 
Portland, Rowville, Sale, South 
Morang, Springvale, Sunbury, 
Warragul and Warrandyte.

Many are in Melbourne or close 
to Melbourne. Others are on the 
Mornington and Bellarine Peninsulas, 
or further afi eld. In addition to the 
compulsory ruling of the Board of 
Reference in April 2009, the CFA has 
asked the state government for more 
professional fi refi ghters. 

CFA Fire Offi cer Stewart Marshall 
told the rally of the unique risks that 
professional CFA crews face.

“Every day I wonder if I will 
be returning to my home at the 
completion of my shift, due to the 
woefully inadequate manning levels 
that the CFA are imposing upon us,” 
he said.

“On my station, I have myself and 
two other fi re-fi ghters to respond to 
a call, and then have to ignore basic 
safety considerations to make an 
internal attack with the crew I have, 
whereas, in other parts of the country, 
the minimum number of fi refi ghters 
on the ground would be seven.” 

Melbourne Fire Brigade attending an inner city fire.

Firefighters call 
for one fire service

An historic nationwide gathering of 
Aboriginal peoples and supporters 
has been fi nalised for July 6-9, 2010 
at the Alice Springs showgrounds.

The Alice Springs convergence, 
supported by Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal peoples from across 
Australia, will call on the Rudd 
federal Labor government to imme-
diately end the Intervention and 
unconditionally re-instate the Racial 
Discrimination Act.

The continued suspension of 
the RDA with the full consent of 
the Rudd government allows for the 
contentious and racially discrimina-
tory aspects of the NT Intervention 
to continue unabated.

Alyawarr spokesman Richard 
Downs and his people walked-
off their community in protest in 
July 2009. They’re calling for all 
Australians to join together to rid 
Australia of racism and to ensure 
justice and equal recognition for 
Aboriginal peoples and the promo-
tion of human rights for all.

“This is a struggle for our very 
survival as Aboriginal people,” Mr 
Downs says.

“All control over our lives is 
being removed. The Communities 
Corporations and Associations 
built up over many years are being 
closed down, our infrastructure is 
being dismantled, our languages 

have been banned in schools and 
our law systems completely pushed 
aside. We’re back to where we were 
40 years ago.”

Mr Downs says policies of 
assimilation have led to homelands 
being starved of jobs and resources, 
with Aboriginal people forced into 
towns as virtual refugees where 
they’re vulnerable to drugs and 
alcohol.

“The measures are now target-
ing other states – lands are being 
taken away, long term leases are 
being enforced, and the basic card 
is destroying our independence. It’s 
time to start fi ghting back to defend 
our rights our county and our cul-
ture. We are fi ghting for our future 
and for our children’s future,” he 
said.

“We welcome everyone, all 
our brothers and sisters, to come 
and stand with us for four days in 
July. Let’s send a clear message to 
the Rudd Labor government and to 
all future government leaders that 
racism in all its forms will not be 
tolerated by Australian voters. We 
truly need to turn a new page in 
race relations in this country, end 
the Intervention, and show respect 
to each other as human beings.” 

National Aboriginal Customary 
Law and Culture Movement 

Historic gathering to 
end NT Intervention

Pete’s Corner

Sydney

Fund raiser for 
Ampilatwatja Walk Off Camp in Central Australia
Indigenous musicians & performers, plus the premiere of 
Ampilatwatja Walk Off Protest vs NT Intervention

Thursday April 29
Addison Rd Community Centre
142 Addison Rd Marrickville
6.30 pm Food & drinks start 7:00 pm Music starts
$20 waged $10 conc info: 02 9564 1277
Organised by Actively Radical TV
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The news that a Filipino seafarer 
has been in isolation in Wollongong 
hospital for two weeks with a 
suspected now confirmed case 
of leprosy should set alarm bells 
ringing about the danger to health 
and safety of poorly managed 
foreign ships – often labelled ships 
of shame.

The crew member left the Greek 
fl agged Agios Nikolas bulk carrier 
and entered the hospital on April 3 
and at 1 pm on the same day the ship 
reportedly sailed with a load of coal 
for the Japanese port of Fukuyama.

“There are obviously concerns for 
the health of the crew member here 
but it’s the lack of timely reporting 
of this case and possible contagion to 
the crew of the vessel and Australian 
and indeed Pacifi c and Japanese 
waterfront workers that is so alarming 
here”, said Warren Smith, assistant 
national secretary of the Maritime 
Union of Australia (MUA).

“If this had been an Australian 
ship there is no question that this 
incident would have been reported 
immediately to port and maritime 
authorities. It is yet more evidence 
for the government to act on a suite 
of reforms it is currently considering 
that will revitalise Australian ship-
ping,” said Smith.

Garry Keane, the MUA’s branch 
secretary, southern NSW, says he only 
found out through inquiries with the 
NSW Department of Health late last 
week that the seafarer has indeed 
been in hospital with suspected TB 

and leprosy since April 3. Clinicians 
have subsequently confi rmed leprosy.

“During this gap of nearly two 
weeks no one in the maritime industry 
regulatory or vessel/port management 
bodies or the Maritime Union had 
been notifi ed of a vessel with crew 
potentially carrying a contagious 
disease, which sailed for Japan the 
same day the seafarer went to hospital. 
The crew of the ship and Japanese 
authorities had, unbelievably, also not 
been informed,” said Keane.

He said the reporting procedure 
in this case has been nothing short of 
disgraceful and noted that since April 
3 the vessel would have had time to 
call into several other Australian or 
Pacifi c ports and has probably already 
hit port in Japan.

“We understand that it may take 
prolonged exposure for leprosy to be 
transmitted but in this case the crew 
and others the seafarer may have 
worked with will have been in close 
quarters with him for some time. 
There are also a range of people who 
could potentially come into contact 
with him who should have been 
informed of the possible contagion.”

They include Customs, Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) 
inspectors, maritime pilots or anyone 
else from the industry that attends the 
ship along the way, with the fl ow on 
effect to family and friends.

The MUA and the International 
Transport Worker’s Federation will 
send a summary of their concerns on 
the way this matter was – or at least 

was not reported – to industry bodies, 
requesting a meeting to be convened 
by the NSW Ports Minister. It would 
be attended by representatives of 
the newly formed Ports Committee, 
Port Kembla Ports Corporation 
management, AMSA, AQUIS, 
Customs, NSW Health Department 
representatives.

The MUA has also informed the 

CFMEU workers that man the coal 
loader.

“These are foreign workplaces 
within Australian waters that we have 
little or no control over,” said Warren 
Smith. “This ship was registered in 
Greece and was taking coal to Japan 
but many of these vessels, often Flag 
of Convenience ships of shame and 
registered in tax havens like Panama 
and Liberia, travel up and down our 
coasts. They often pay their crews 
below ITF minimum rates with a 
ship earlier this year paying crew 
$38 a day. 

“The package of reforms before 
government includes changes to mari-
time laws and regulations governing 

coastal shipping that would see that 
Australian ships and crews are used 
in the domestic trades wherever 
possible, with only limited permits 
allowing foreign ships to operate in 
the domestic trades in exceptional 
circumstances.”

Foreign ships now carry 99 
percent of international trade and 
30 percent of Australian domestic 
coastal trade.

“The shipping industry is desper-
ate for some critical decisions on the 
shipping policy package to commit 
to the necessary fi scal and regulatory 
changes needed to keep Australian 
shipping afl oat,” said Smith. 

Failure to notify leprosy case

Agios Nikolas set off, crew unaware that one of their number had leprosy.

Just one day after waterside work-
ers buried a workmate in Sydney, 
and a week after another was 
hospitalised in Melbourne with 
life threatening injuries, another 
three dock workers have narrowly 
escaped death in Port Kembla. 

A 28 tonne slab of steel, the 
lifting spreader, the block and hook 
of the crane and the crane’s hoisting 
wire crashed onto the wharf less 
than a metre away from where the 
three workers were standing.

“These men should rush out 
and buy themselves a lottery ticket. 
How they are still with us is a 
miracle and comes only a day after 
dockworkers said goodbye to their 
colleague Nick Fanos after he was 
crushed by containers at Patrick 
in Sydney”, said Paddy Crumlin, 
the Maritime Union of Australia’s 
(MUA) national secretary.

“It’s just another wake up call 
that we need a national safety code 
on our wharves, including full ship 
inspections before jobs start. This 
accident also points to the acute 
need for the government to intro-
duce measures it’s considering 
to vitalise Australian shipping to 
see that Australian ships and crew 
predominantly service our coastal 
trade. The alternative is these fl ag 
of convenience ships, often ships of 
shame, destroying our environment 
and threatening workers’ lives,” 
said Crumlin.

The three men were working 
onboard the Panamanian fl ag of 
convenience vessel Cos Knight 
at the Blue Scope Steel, Patrick 
Stevedores wharves at Port Kembla, 
loading slabs of steel for Korea, 
when the wire on the ship’s crane 
snapped.

“Our guys had just lowered 
a load in the hold of the ship and 
were moving the second slab when 
bang – the wire snapped and it fell 
from around two metres above 
where they’d been standing,” said 
MUA branch secretary Gary Keane. 

“They’d just taken a step back. 
As the steel load came down they 
dived out of the way. The steel wire 
itself could have sliced them in 
half. One bloke dived into a hole 
between two loads of steel, they 
others jumped onto another load,” 
Keane said.

Had the workers been oversee-
ing another lift from the wharf, the 
wire could have snapped with the 
load 25 metres up and there would 
have been little chance of anyone 
escaping alive.

Dock workers in ports across 
Australia resolved at stop work 
meetings last week – at the same 
time as Nick Fanos’ service – for 
the government to establish a 
Stevedoring Safety Task Force, 
to lead to the fi nalisation of a 
regulated National Stevedoring 
Safety Code of Practice. 

MUA steps up calls 
for safety code

Historically builders labour-
ers are of vital importance for 
European settlement in Australia. 
Not to long after the fi rst fl eet 
arrived in Sydney both convict 
and free labourers were put to 
work building the fi rst dwellings 
in the new colony. This included 
a new prefabricated home for 
Arthur Phillip governor of NSW. 
Throughout Australia’s early his-
tory these same people contributed 
immensely to the infrastructure 
and progress though received little 
if any acclaim at all.

The collective ideas of organ-
ised labour came to Australia from 
countries in Europe such as the 
British Isles and Ireland. With the 
population growing throughout the 
1800s a number of trade guilds and 
employee organisations formed 
and pushed for better working 
conditions.

The earliest historical records 
of a Builders Labourers Union 
in Queensland are in 1876. In 
the same year the Bricklayers 
Labourers of Queensland formed a 
distinct group in Brisbane’s eight-
hour day parade. By 1883 Builders 

Labourers in Queensland were part 
of unions formed under a number 
of different recorded names.

At the 1885 Inter-Colonial 
Trades and Labor Congress, the 
European Labourers’ International 
Protective Association/Society, was 
represented by the secretary TP 
Mullins. In 1886 John Ambleton 
was secretary of the same union 
which had 200 members on its 
books.

Federation
On the July 5, 1910 the New 

South Wales Builders Labourers 
Union voted to join forces with 
BLs in other states. A week later 
the Labourers Society in South 
Australia invited NSW to join a 
federation. By July 19, the NSW 
Branch had drafted a constitution 
and Brisbane signed on soon after. 
The builders labourers activists 
came to know each other quite 
well as they moved between cities. 
NSW secretary Jack Millard vis-
ited Victoria during the 1906-1907 
strike, and William Muller returned 
to Queensland from Sydney in 
January 1910. The Victorians held 

back until Queensland secretary Ted 
Jones travelled to Melbourne. Four 
state unions federated on September 
9, 1910 in Melbourne Trades Hall.

On November 29, 1910 a 
Hobart union formed itself into 
a branch of the Federation and 
Western Australia joined in 1966. 
The new body registered with the 
Commonwealth Court on January 
23, 1911.

Electing a Victorian as fed-
eral secretary made great sense 
as Melbourne was the seat of the 
federal government. The federal 
secretary could stay in touch with 
Labor Ministers, department offi c-
ers and the Commonwealth Court. 
The branches kept in touch with 
Melbourne by telegram.

The BLs put their Federation 
together under fi re. The new 
body had no structures before the 
Federated Council met in early 
February 1911. Five branches were 
on strike within the month.

The Builders Labourers 
Federation of Queensland will be 
leading the march at May Day this 
year in Brisbane on May 5. 

Builders Labourers Federation Qld
100 years 1910-2010

Perth

Workers’ Memorial Day
Mourn the dead, fight for the living
10.30 am Wednesday April 28
Solidarity Park, Harvest Terrace, West Perth
This is an important event to attend in order to commemorate those workers who have been killed or 
injured and to demonstrate that we need better safety laws in this state – to ensure more lives aren’t lost. 
Please gather at the Perth Bell Tower by 11.45 am for this solemn rememberance ceremony, including a 
minute’s silence.
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On Saturday April 3 a Chinese 
coal-carrying cargo ship, the Shen 
Neng 1 ran aground on the Douglas 
Shoal, a prohibited area within 
the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park, not long after having left the 
Queensland port of Gladstone. The 
incident posed a major hazard to 
the Reef because of the possible 
leakage of oil and/or the discharge 
of coal into the coral beneath the 
grounded vessel.

After a major salvage effort, the 
ship’s oil tanks were drained and it 
was refl oated and towed to a safe 
anchorage off Great Keppel Island. 
The captain has now been charged 
with shipping offences, and will 
stand trial later this month. It is true 
that captains are responsible for the 
safe passage of their ships at sea, but 
the shipping and coal companies, as 
well as the Queensland and Australian 
governments must take primary 
responsibility for the grounding of 
the Shen Neng 1.

The camel in 
the eye of a needle

The Douglas Shoal is approxi-
mately 12 kilometres outside of the 
permitted shipping zone, a narrow 
short cut that runs from Gladstone 
through the reef to the Capricorn 
Channel, the main north-to-south ship-
ping highway through the reef. The 
short cut offers a quicker route than 
the “best-practice” horseshoe-shaped 
deep-water channel that provides the 
safest route to the Capricorn Channel, 
but it is very narrow and treacherous. 
The short cut itself is not a prohibited 
zone for shipping, but navigating it 
has been likened to threading a needle.

Nevertheless, over many years 
ships have taken to using it frequently, 
doubtless on orders from shipping 
companies intent on cutting costs. 
The Australian government has 
forbidden the use of many narrow 
passages through the Reef, but not 
the short cut past the Douglas shoal. 
Ships are obliged to carry a pilot to 
steer out from Gladstone, but not as 
far as this short cut, despite its high 
use by shipping and the diffi culties 
of passage through it. Satellite photos 
have shown dozens of ships taking 
this route over the past two months.

In point of fact, pilots are required 
only in the northern half of the reef. 
This is astonishing, because the Great 
Barrier Reef is the largest coral reef in 
the world, and one of Planet Earth’s 
great natural wonders, but it’s also 
one of the world’s most dangerous 
shipping areas. Since 1990 on aver-
age there have been approximately 
50 shipping incidents in the Reef 

per annum, and the pace of ship-
ping crossing the Reef will increase 
because of the growing exports of 
natural gas from Queensland ports.

The grounding of the Shen Neng 1 
posed a major threat to the Reef, but it 
was just the latest in a long string of 
incidents which should have made the 
Queensland and federal governments 
jump into action to protect the Reef, 
particularly a mandatory requirement 
for pilots to accompany ships using 
short cuts through the reef. But they 
didn’t. The Prime Minister has merely 
indicated nonchalantly that he is now 
“open to the idea” of putting pilots 
on board all vessels operating in the 
Reef area.

As Greens leader Bob Brown 
commented: “Fishing vessels are 
required to have satellite tracking, 
yet massive coal takers like the 
Shen Neng 1 are only monitored 
on the northern half of the Great 
Barrier Reef (and even then only by 
volunteers, not the southern half). It is 
likely that many have been using this 
illegal shipping short cut for years, but 
without the capacity to track vessels 
in this area we cannot say for sure 
how many or how often tankers take 

this short cut.
“Queensland Premier Anna Bligh 

and Prime Minister Kevin Rudd can-
not place the blame for this incident 
at the feet of one captain or even a 
single company. For twenty years 
successive governments have ignored 
the call to compel shipping companies 
to have marine pilots aboard when 
operating in these regions. Canberra 
and Brisbane have bowed to the coal 
and shipping companies to avoid this 
commonsense requirement”.

Greed, fatigue 
and bitter irony

Another area of danger to the reef 
lies in the tremendously rapid turna-
round times for ships loading coal 
at Gladstone and other Queensland 
ports. The Shen Neng 1 docked in 
the evening on Friday April 2, loaded 
overnight and sailed the next morn-
ing after the crew had had only a few 
hours sleep.

That’s certainly not their fault, 
because they are compelled to fi t in 
with the rigid schedules set by the 
state shipping authorities. Nor is it 
the fi rst time that fatigue has contrib-
uted to a maritime crisis. In 2003 the 
Greek ship Doric Chariot grounded 
on Piper Reef and fatigue was found 
to have been a factor. In point of fact, 
fatigue is bound to be a continuing 
problem with regard to this area of 
shipping. Coal is being exported from 
Australian ports at a frantic pace, 
because of the insatiable greed of the 

coal companies (supported to the hilt 
by the present governments and both 
of Australia’s major political parties) 
that seek to maximise their profi ts by 
meeting the booming demands of the 
world’s industries. 

And therein lies a bitter irony. 
The magnifi cent Great Barrier Reef 
is currently facing a lethal threat 
because of the rise in ocean tem-
peratures, which results from climate 
change. Climate change, in turn, is 
driven by the emission of greenhouse 
gases. The most potent greenhouse 
gas is carbon dioxide, the greatest 
source of which is almost certainly 
the burning of coal in the world’s 
power stations and heavy industrial 
plants. And Australia is the world’s 
biggest exporter of coal.

The Queensland and federal 
governments, and both of the major 
Australian political parties, have 
sworn to protect the Great Barrier 
Reef. However, in reality they 
fully support a range of industrial 
activities that will ruin the Reef and 
threaten our entire natural ecosystem 
if unchecked.

That’s why it’s so crucial that the 
two major political parties should be 
replaced with left and progressive 
coalitions in future state and federal 
elections.
Next week: Coal, power 
privatisation and the future 

Australia

Coal, the 
Barrier Reef 
& the future
Part 1

The Bishop of North Sydney has urged Anglican priests to collect 
information from public school principals to stop secular ethics 
classes from spreading. Ethics classes are being trialled in just 
10 schools under the guidance of St James Ethics Centre. The 
course is for those children who do not take scripture classes. 
The ethics classes examine ethical issues without theology. In 
some schools 50 to 80 percent of children did not take scripture 
classes even before the trials. There is a huge interest among 
parents in ethics classes. Attempts by Anglican priests to interfere 
in a course designed to serve as an alternative to religious 
education is “highly inappropriate”, according to the NSW 
Teachers Federation. It might be a good time and high time to 
remind the religious zealots that Australia is a secular state and 
those who choose to keep their mythology running should do so 
in the privacy of their churches. It may be a good idea for them to 
critically examine the behaviour of some of their priests as well. 
Many of them could do with a course of ethics for beginners.

The northern Territory government is not very happy with 
the choice of its territory for a nuclear dump. The proposed 
siting of the dump is on a 1.5 square kilometre site at Muckaty 
Station. Muckaty was handed over to its traditional owners in 
1997. Senior elders from fi ve clans that own Muckaty have 
briefed lawyers to mount a legal challenge to the nomination 
of the site by one family group that has been offered $12 
million. The NT government argues that terrorist groups 
could target radioactive material being transported to the site; 
security agencies do not have either expertise or equipment 
to securely store or respond to accidents. The NT government 
is also concerned about the risk of contaminating high quality 
drinking water under Muckaty, which Aboriginal people drink 
at outstations. Federal Resources Minister Martin Ferguson 
confi rmed in February that Muckaty was the only site being 
considered for the dump. Maybe it won’t be the case after all.

The World Trade Organisation (WTO) will publish a fi nal ruling 
in mid-May concerning the import of New Zealand apples into 
Australia. A WTO disputes panel has reportedly concluded 
that severe quarantine restrictions on imports of New Zealand 
apples are in breach of world trade rules. The apple war 
between the two countries is the longest-running dispute in 
the world – Australia fi rst banned the import of New Zealand 
apples in 1921 because it feared that the imported apples would 
introduce the disease fi re blight into Australia. Australian apple 
growers are furious. Australia’s annual average production 
is about 150,000 tonnes and is estimated to be worth $300 
million to the economy. Fire blight can affect pears as well.

Congratulations to the winner of the 
Sydney Central Branch Easter guessing 
competition hamper, N Hazard, Sydney.

Many thanks to all who participated in 
what was a highly successful fundraiser.

“For twenty years successive 
governments have ignored the 

call to compel shipping companies to 
have marine pilots aboard when 

operating in these regions.”
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We will defend the truth with 
our ethics and our principles

The empire and its allies have 
launched a new crusade in an 
attempt to demonise Cuba. Its 
powerful political and media 
machinery has set in motion a 
colossal operation of deception 
with the object of discrediting the 
revolutionary process, destabilising 
the country and provoking the 
conditions for the destruction of 
our social system.

In this heated campaign they are 
using their mercenaries at their whim. 
In order to obtain shameful political 
dividends they are tossing them to 
their deaths without the most minimal 
concern for those human beings. Just 
as they have never cared about the 
death of more than 3,000 Cubans as 
a result of acts of terrorism organised 
and fi nanced from the United States, 
or the fate of the 2,000-plus compa-
triots mutilated by those abominable 
acts, or citizens who have perished in 
the Strait of Florida having launched 
themselves on ill-fated adventures 
after the siren calls of the murderous 
Cuban Adjustment Act.

They are cynically invoking the 
human rights that they themselves 
have disregarded and are still dis-
regarding with impunity today in 
diverse parts of the world. They are 
hypocritically accusing the Revolution 
of being responsible for the death 
of one person, a common prisoner 
who, thanks to the anti-Cuba cam-
paigns and the abundant resources 
and means dedicated to that end, 
they have dressed up as a political 
prisoner, to be serve as the launch 
pad for the denigration of the nation 
that has made the greatest effort in 
the world to save lives, by sending 
tens of thousands of its selfl ess health 
workers to cooperate in more than 
100 countries.

The Revolution that did not hesi-
tate for one second to offer its doctors 
to come to the aid of US citizens in 
New Orleans and other southern cities 
in the devastating wake of Hurricane 
Katrina; the Revolution that has given 
higher education to young people who 
were unable to graduate in their own 
nations, including a number from the 
United States; the Revolution that has 
placed at international disposition 
an innovative literacy method that 
has made it possible for millions of 
people in various countries of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, Europe, 
Africa and Oceania to have access to 
the sacred human right of education 
and knowledge.

The Cuban Revolution has con-
sistently acted on the basis of ethical, 
political and moral principles, follow-
ing the teachings of Fidel. Respect for 
human beings is the essence of our 
system and has been one of the keys 
of popular support for the process 
since the heroic days of the Sierra 
Maestra, when the lives of enemy 
prisoners were always respected.

Despite the empire’s unvary-
ing policy of hostility and constant 
aggression, ranging from armed 
invasion, terrorist acts of sabotage 
and attempts on the lives of Fidel 
and our leaders, to the promotion of 
subversion and a genocidal economic, 
commercial and fi nancial blockade 
that has been in place for 50 years, 
the Revolution has never murdered, 
tortured or disappeared even one of 
its enemies.

Can the governments of the 
United States and the European 
countries that are shouting their heads 
off criticising Cuba say the same 
thing? What can they say about the 
million dead in Iraq and the tens of 
thousands of victims in Afghanistan 
as a consequence of the illegal wars 
executed there?

How can they explain the secret 
prisons and the torture of alleged 
terrorists? What is the legal basis 
for the selective assassinations that 
the United States has perpetrated 
against its enemies in various parts 
of the world with a special force 
headed during this period by the 
very same general who is now com-
manding the troops in Afghanistan? 
How can they justify the deaths in 
the last fi ve years of more than 100 
immigrants who were in the custody 
of the US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement?

What human right sustains the 
brutal blows dealt to representatives 
of social movements protesting during 
the Climate Summit in Copenhagen 
or Californian students demanding a 
larger budget for and less money taken 
out of education? Who is supervising 
the humiliating treatment meted out 
to immigrants in hundreds of deten-
tion centres scattered throughout 
Europe? Have the US Congress or 
the European Parliament and the 
right-wing parties of Europe, currently 
so concerned about Cuba, responded 
with alarm to, denounced or con-
demned these scandalous violations 
of human rights?

What is really making them con-
cerned is the moral fortitude of the 
Revolution, its fi delity to principles, 
its growing prestige in our region, 
where it has become an important 
actor in promoting the integration 
process; its intelligent and calm 
response to confronting the harsh 
consequences of the international 
economic crisis and the blockade; 
and its clarity in terms of having to 
change what has to be changed in 
pursuit of attaining full justice for 
our people, as we have been asked 
by Fidel and Raúl.

It is for that reason that the empire 

and its European allies are drawing 
up plans, coordinating the work of 
their special services, sending their 
diplomats onto the streets to monitor 
the work of their paid agents on the 
island, and increasing funds for sub-
version in Cuba. The USAID alone 
has a budget of US$20 million this 
year to supply counterrevolutionary 
groups and fi nance the media attack 
on Cuba.

They are currently focusing their 
cynical campaign on another hunger 
striker – whose common crimes 
and counterrevolutionary acts were 
exposed in the Granma newspaper last 
March 8 – and who is being offered 
all the qualifi ed medical treatment 
he requires.

They are internationalising his 
show while maintaining a cynical 

silence concerning his cruelty and 
criminal record, his aggression and 
death threats to a doctor, the director 
of the hospital where he worked, and 
his attack on a defenceless elderly 
man who had to undergo emergency 
surgery as a result of the injuries he 
received.

They are likewise kicking up a 
fuss around the self-denominated 
Damas de Blanco (Women in White), 
who are lending themselves to the 

enemy’s game while supporting 
themselves with dollars stained 
with Cuban blood, supplied among 
others by the terrorist Santiago 
Alvarez Fernández Magriá, who 
attempted to blow up the Tropicana 
Cabaret and is the Miami benefactor 
of Luis Posada Carriles. Thus it is 
not surprising that the mastermind 
behind the sabotage of a Cubana de 
Aviación passenger plane and other 
acts should have come out a few days 
ago in Miami to show his support for 
these “damas,” whose only sanction 
to date has been the overwhelming 
and energetic repudiation of our 
people in the streets.

Receiving money from terror-
ist a organisation is a felony that is 
severely punishable in the United 
States. So is acting in the service of 

a foreign power. The crimes of the 
so-called “dissidents” have nothing 
to do with freedom of expression, 
but are related to paid collaboration 
with the enemy superpower in its 
conspiracies against our nation. It is 
proven that all of them were in direct 
or indirect receipt of funds from the 
US government and more than a few 
European foundations collaborating 
with a policy of war on Cuba.

What would happen to these 

“dissidents” if they acted in the 
country of their master in the same 
way they are in Cuba? The US Penal 
Code sets out a sentence of 20 years 
for those who advocate the defeat of 
the government or the established 
order; 10 years for persons who 
make false statements with the aim 
of threatening national interests in 
relation to another nation, and three 
years for those who maintain “corre-
spondence or relations with a foreign 
government” with the intention of 
infl uencing its conduct in relation 
to a confl ict or controversy with the 
United States.”

The enemy is using all its weap-
ons of pressure. It is using political 
coercion and ordering the media 
annihilation of those wishing to 
show their solidarity with Cuba. It 

is attempting to silence any voice 
that is at odds with its dictate. It has 
even forgotten the much-trumpeted 
“freedom of expression” by obliging 
Google to close the digital blog of a 
Cuban intellectual who has exposed 
with irrefutable arguments the real 
political propositions of the campaign 
against our homeland.

Nothing surprises us. They are 
the same perverse methods as those 
put into practice 50 years ago when 
President Eisenhower passed the 
Covert Action Plan against Cuba.

As compañero Raúl stated in 
the closing session of the 9th UJC 
Congress:

“More than half a century of 
permanent combat has taught our 
people that vacillation is synonymous 
with defeat.

“We will never yield to coer-
cion from any country or group of 
nations, no matter how powerful 
they might be, and regardless of the 
consequences. We have the right to 
defend ourselves. Let them know that 
if they try to corner us, we will take 
cover, fi rst and foremost with truth 
and principles. Once again we will be 
fi rm, calm, and patient. Our history 
is rich with such examples!”

We will make battle with our 
ideas, in our streets and in all inter-
national scenarios.

This May Day will receive an 
overwhelming and unequivocal 
response of support for the Revolution 
from our nation and its workers!

We will defend the truth with our 
ethics and our principles!
Granma 

They are cynically invoking the human rights that they 
themselves have disregarded and are still disregarding with 

impunity today in diverse parts of the world. 

The following appeared in the Granma newspaper 
stating Cuba's position in relation to the media campaign 
against Cuba driven by the US, EU and their allies.
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On the rewriting of history
Communist Party of Greece, Open letter of the Press Bureau to the 13 MEPs of the so-called 
“Group for the Reconciliation of European Histories”

Sirs, 
We condemn your action to proceed to the 
formation of a group for the Reconciliation 
of European Histories:
• because we regard your “initiative” as 

an effort to falsify European history and 
rewrite history by means of reversing it; 

• because we consider that your “initiative” 
is part of the general anti-communist attack 
launched by the European Parliament and 
the other mechanisms of the imperialist 
European Union; 

• because it is capitalism and its 
representatives who must apologise to the 
peoples for the tremendous crimes that 
all your governments have committed 
throughout the years and are still doing so;

• because you dare to insult the sacrifi ce 
and the memory of the 20,000,000 dead 
of the Soviet Union, which was the key 
factor for the defeat of Nazism, as well 
as the memory of hundreds of thousands 
of communists and fi ghters from other 
countries;

• because you spread obscurantism and 
penalise Marxist-Leninist theory, ideology 
and policy.

1. Fascism and Nazism are products of 
capitalism. They were supported by the 
bourgeois political spectre in order to 
come to the power. First of all they were 

supported by the big business groups of 
Germany, France, USA, Britain, Italy 
and other capitalist states whose interests 
are also nowadays served by the EU. As 
regards the role of the bourgeois forces 
we would like to mention the following:

• the open, military, economic and political 
support to Franco in Spain by Great 
Britain, France as well as the indirect 
support by the US;

• the Agreement of Munich (1938) where 
the prime ministers of Britain and France, 
Chamberlain and Daladier respectively, 
handed over the Sudetenland of 
Czechoslovakia to Hitler;

• the war against Germany that France 
and Britain “declared” – though without 
waging it – after the invasion by Germany 
of Poland in 1939, despite the relevant 
agreement that they signed with Poland;

• the open collaboration of the social 
democrat government of Sweden with 
Hitler until 1943;

• the collaboration of the Vatican with Hitler 
and Mussolini as well as the fact that 
the Pope helped thousands of Nazi war 
criminals to escape.

2.  Since you are so interested in European 
history let us remind you – even if you are 
bound to forget all about it – of a series 
of crimes against the European peoples 

that your states committed:
• World War I which was a result of the 

confl ict among the plunderers for the 
redistribution of markets.

• World War II that had the same cause and 
lead to the death of 50,000,000 people,35 
million more than World War I.

• The bombing of Dresden by British war 
planes that levelled the city in 1945 and 
was not dictated by any need connected to 
the war.

• The crime against humanity, namely the 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki with 
atomic bombs which was also not dictated 
by any need of the war.

• The invasion of your troops in Russia 
in order to suppress the great October 
Revolution.

• The slaughtering of the Paris Commune by 
the French government that did not hesitate 
to murder even unarmed women and small 
children.

• The slaughter of thousands of workers 
during the German revolution in 1918.

• The execution of thousands of communists 
and other members of the National 
Liberation Front in Greece by the 
collaborators of the Germans and those 
who were absent from the national 
liberation struggle during the German 
occupation and later on the executions 

of the men and women fi ghters of the 
Democratic Army of Greece.

• The employment of thousands of Nazi war 
criminals by NATO who were utilised in 
crucial positions.

• The slaughter of the people of Yugoslavia 
and its dissolution by Germany, France, 
Italy and the USA.

3.  It is the European Union and its bodies 
who have encouraged and applauded 
the demolition of statues and monu-
ments against fascism and the erection 
of monuments that honour fascism. It is 
you who persecute communists and their 
organisations.

Sirs,
Your anti-communist campaign and the 

rewriting of history are useful for the general 
attack that the EU and its governments have 
launched against the rights of the people in 
order to serve the profi t-making of the monopo-
lies. You want the people to be subdued and 
disoriented in order to protect your power 
from the coming popular reactions. You will 
not succeed.

History can have two versions, the one 
written by the peoples and the other which is 
written by their exploiters. You will not manage 
to reconcile them, no matter how hard you try.
Athens 15/4/2010
The Press Bureau of the CC of KKE 

Weston – My Home Town
This poem was written by 89-year old Basil Ralston who lived in the 
coal mining community of Weston from 1926 to 1936. As a child Basil 
went to school with the sons of miners in those turbulent days of the 
15-month long Northern District Lockout and the bitter years of the 
Great Depression. Basil’s neighbour these days is Bob Cheetham from 
Mining Union’s Mt Owen lodge in the Hunter Valley who kindly sent 
Basil’s tribute to his hometown:

Things were different in my hometown,
The workers everywhere only went down
To the bowels of the earth to mine for coal,
The dark and dust just blighted our soul.

With dangers of gas, of fi re and rock fall,
The risk of lungs dusted, TB and all.
The dread of their wives when pit whistles blow,
To tell the world of death down below.

The despair of the Lockout, with the padlocked gates,
By the greed of the owners, they fostered new hates.
The scabs at Rothbury, by police they were led,
The fi re at Bellbird, twenty-one men dead.

What did this do to all these men?
Their courage shone bright, again and again.
When disaster struck, they fought at the gates
To get down below, to rescue their mates.

The comradeship formed in the dark down below,
Their pride in their mateship, it really did show.
The Depression they shared, with courageous renown,
Their mark left on me, by the men of this town.

(Common Cause, Apr/May 2010)
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Nine major trade union federations 
of India demonstrated together 
last month on fi ve essential issues 
that affect a vast majority of 
Indian people. On March 5, the 
union federations, representing 
50 million members, marched 
and demanded price controls on 
essential commodities, and food 
grains, government steps against 
job loss and economic crisis, social 
security fund for unorganised 
workers, implementation of labour 
laws and an end to divestment of 
the public sector. The nine union 
federation leaders marched shoul-
der to shoulder in a rare show of 
trade union unity.

In India, like many countries of 
Asia and Europe, unions are affi liated 
to political parties. The largest union 
federation in India is the National 
Trade Union Congress, which is 
affi liated to the ruling Indian Congress 
Party. They claim a membership of 
15 million.

A surprise move was the BMS 
labour federation, associated with the 
extreme-right, Hindu party called the 
BJP, joined the protests. They claim 

a membership equal to the National 
Trade Union Congress.

The two Communist-affi liated 
federations, which were in the fore-
front of calling for the demonstration, 
have a total membership of 17 million. 
The Communist Party of India’s union 
federation, AITUC (All India Trade 
Union Centre) is the oldest labour 
federation in the country, has a mem-
bership of 11 million. The Communist 
Party of India-Marxist, which split 
from the CPI in the 1960s, is asso-
ciated with the 6-million-member 
Centre of Indian Trade Unions. In 
addition to these four, there were 
fi ve other union federations, called 
centres in India.

Numerous observers found the 
unity of the unions “heart warming” 
and a promise for the future. The 
workers showed a marvellous strength 
in struggle, observers said. The united 
national action was simultaneously 
reproduced in almost every state, 
district and county headquarters. For 
example, in the state of Tamil Nadu, 
an estimated 100,000 members from 
179 locales demonstrated and courted 
arrest.

This joint action in India is a 
new phenomenon, born out of life 

experiences of the Indian working 
class. The economic crisis affecting 
Indian workers and families is marked 
by massive privatisation, a one-way 
opening of Indian markets to global 
private capital investment and an 
unbearable price rise of basic food 
commodities.

The INTUC chief met the prime 
minister of India before the massive 
demonstration. But nothing was done 
to relieve the pressure on workers 
and their families. Therefore the 
INTUC chief said that the struggle 
will continue on March 5 and beyond. 
There were arrests on March 5, but 
the arrested were released soon after 
detentions.

The Indian corporate and govern-
ment world is watchful and tense after 
such cross-party unity among trade 
unions leaders and the rank and fi le. 
A massive restructuring is happen-
ing to the Indian economy. A large 
section of public sector employees 
are affected by a “contractor system” 
being introduced and practiced to aug-
ment profi ts and avoiding government 
responsibilities. Many employees are 
being declared part-time workers to 
avoid benefi t payments.

The government is also rushing 

efforts to increase GDP. They want to 
prove that the corporate sector can out 
do the competition, especially with 
next door neighbours like China. So 
the government offers concession 
after concession to corporations, and 
stimulus packages are doled out with 
hopes that some benefi ts might trickle 
down to people.

The unions are asking the 
government to link the corporate 
stimulus to retaining and increasing 
jobs. Otherwise they argue, they are 
only enabling the non-government 

employers to fatten themselves at the 
cost of public.

This struggle enables the nine 
trade union centres to do a review of 
their respective strengths and weak-
nesses in their fi elds. The reality is 
two-thirds of the workforce is yet 
to be enrolled in unions. If the nine 
centres decide in their next meeting 
to try to begin a recruitment drive of 
the unorganised work force, the move-
ment will be greatly strengthened.
People’s World 

Indian unions demonstrate

Workers demand 
EU action on rising 
electricity prices
European trade unions in the 
basic metals sectors called on 
the European Commission to 
act on increasing speculation on 
raw materials prices and rising 
electricity prices.

In a joint letter to Commission 
President José Manuel Barroso 
and Council President Herman 
van Rompuy, the European 
Metalworkers’ Federation (EMF) 
and the European Mining, Chemical 
and Energy Workers’ Federation 
(EMCEF) have called for imme-
diate action from the European 
Union.

“Rising electricity prices are 
damaging our already weakened 
industries, making windfall prof-
its for electricity companies,” 
said EMF general secretary Peter 
Scherrer. “Pressure on raw materi-
als prices is being heightened by 
fi nancial market speculators trying 
to make a quick buck on the back 
of our industries. We must unite 
to ensure workers come before 
profi ts.”

Over 250,000 workers are 
directly employed in Europe’s 
non-ferrous metals industries and 
370,000 in the European steel 
industry, in regions already reeling 
from the economic crisis.

On April 22, the two federa-
tions, supported by the European 
Trade Union Confederation, are 
holding a European Action Day 

to highlight their concerns at EU, 
national and local level.

The two federations are calling 
for the following EU action:

Renewed European efforts to 
achieve a binding, ambitious and 
comprehensive international agree-
ment on the reduction of green-
house gases (GHG) guaranteeing a 
level-playing fi eld and a just transi-
tion towards a low-carbon econ-
omy. This includes commitments 
from emerging economies. 

Also Commission acceptance of 
national electricity price compen-
sation for the two industries from 
today, and not only starting from 
2013, with European coordination 
to avoid negative spillovers.

The inclusion of waste gases 
recovered from blast furnaces - 
including where these are used to 
generate electricity - in free alloca-
tions of ETS quotas to integrated 
steel plants.

European action to avoid fur-
ther concentration in the interna-
tional raw material markets and to 
safeguard European raw material 
extraction. 

In addition initiatives to ensure 
fair price levels and long-term 
contracts for raw materials, and 
the development of European 
instruments guaranteeing reason-
able prices for our industries in the 
future. 

Paraguay’s president 
in tough spot
WT Whitney

Between a rock and a hard place: 
that describes the precarious 
situation of Paraguayan President 
Fernando Lugo. Taking offi ce on 
August 15, 2008, Lugo, the fi rst 
president in 60 years who did not 
come from the Colorado Party, 
was harbinger of a new era. “Red 
Bishop kindles hope in Paraguay” 
was how the UK Guardian a week 
earlier had titled an interview 
with Lugo. “I do believe we will 
resurrect this country, a country 
deeply drowned in misery, poverty, 
and discrimination,” Lugo stated, 
adding, “[W]here there is sweat, 
where people are shoeless, we 
will be there.” The former church 
leader had campaigned at the head 
of a centre-left coalition. 

On April 7 this year, Lugo was 
in Colombia at the Fifth World 
Economic Forum for Latin America, 
a conclave of heads of state and 500 
business leaders. The agenda covered 
“roads toward economic recovery”, 
“reduction of inequalities” and open-
ings to Asian economies.

Parliament and the media are 
working overtime to portray the 
Lugo government as weak on 
terrorism and incompetent. The 
media has skipped over important 
developments like the government’s 
renegotiation of a treaty with Brazil 
over use of the bi-national Itaipú 
hydroelectric project, rumblings of 
Parliamentary coup plotting, and 
the campaign to release hundreds 
of peasants from near-slavery 
conditions.

Interior Minister Rafael 
Filizzola, seen as a US resource, 
has used social democratic cre-
dentials to insinuate a “police 
presence” within the peasant move-
ment, a step feeding into its crimi-
nalisation by the media. Filizzola 
also pleased Lugo’s opponents by 
reaching out to Colombia for help 
with policing.

An already riled up opposi-
tion had a fi eld day over Defence 

Minister Luis Bareiro’s letter to US 
Ambassador Liliana Ayalde, taking 
her to task for meetings with civil-
ian and military opposition fi gures, 
among them prime Lugo rival Vice 
President Federico Franco. That 
rebuke coupled with Bareiro’s dim 
view of the government’s “anti-ter-
rorist” cooperation with Colombia 
came across as mildly anti-impe-
rialist. This created a pretext for a 
barrage of media and parliamentary 
negativity toward Bareiro. The gov-
ernment is portrayed as “subordi-
nated to Chávez and the Bolivarian 
bloc.”

Lugo is taking shots also from 
the left. Former electoral coalition 
partners show signs of division. 
Some are silent in the face of right-
ist attacks and others are tending 
toward political independence. 
And government diffi culties in 
moving toward promised agrarian 
reforms have alienated some peas-
ant groups.

Late in March thousands of 
peasants demonstrated in Asunción, 
demanding land redistribution and 
progress toward equitable health 
care, education and housing. 

National Campesino Federation 
leader Odilón Espínola told report-
ers, “We can’t speak of change 
if 80% of the fertile land in the 
country is in the hands of 1% of 
the population, while 85% of the 
campesinos have access to only 6% 
of all the land.” Speakers threat-
ened land takeovers and blockades 
of highways unless the government 
helps peasants.

Yet the movement inspired by 
Lugo still has a hold on long-term 
supporters, exemplifi ed by vet-
eran peasant leader Elvio Benítez. 
Recently interviewed by La Nación, 
Benítez opined that “the right wing 
underestimates the popular sectors.” 
He refused to dismiss the threat 
of a coup against the democracy, 
suggesting that it is real and, if 
realised, would represent a “back-
ward step.” He said, “The people 
are paying attention, are prepared 
and alert in circumstances where 
they may have to take a stand and 
defend against whatever attack 
is directed at turning back this 
process.”
People’s World 

Paraguayan President Fernando Lugo.
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Nora Barrows-Friedman

Israeli forces carried out several 
major home demolition operations 
on April 14, within three separate 
areas in the occupied West Bank. 
The demolitions left dozens of 
people homeless in Hares (near 
the northern town of Tulkarem); 
and the towns of Beit Sahour and 
al-Khader near Bethlehem. Several 
Palestinian-owned shops in Hares 
were also reduced to rubble and 
rebar as Israeli offi cers threatened 
residents with future demolitions 
in the area.

Jonathan Pollack of Anarchists 
Against the Wall and the Popular 
Struggle Coordination Committee 
wrote in a press release, “The massive 
Israeli bulldozer demolished the house 
of Ali Mousa [in al-Khader], which 
was home to nine people, including 
a one year-old baby, as soldiers 
prevented anyone from nearing 
the house – including the family’s 
lawyer, who showed soldiers a 2006 
court-issued injunction [against] the 
demolition.”

These attacks highlight the 
ongoing crisis of expanding Israeli 
confi scation of Palestinian land – 
but these policies are not limited to 
the boundaries of the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. The previous 
day, in the Negev desert, Israeli 
police invaded the Bedouin village 
of al-Araqib, destroying three houses. 
At the same time, Israeli forces once 
again razed to the ground all tents, 
huts and water collection containers 
in Twail Abu Jarwal, in a move that 
a spokesperson for the Regional 
Council on Unrecognised Villages 
in the Negev said was the “fortieth 
time ... in the last few years” that 
these homes and structures have been 
destroyed.

And on April 12, 13 house 
demolition orders were handed 
out by Israeli police to Palestinian 
homeowners in Dhammash village, 
an “unrecognised village” far away 
from the Negev – and the media’s 
attention.

Dhammash is located between 
two major so-called “mixed cities” 
in Israel, Lydd and Ramle. Ten 
minutes away from the Ben Gurion 
International Airport, this area is one 
of the oldest continuously-inhabited 
places in the Middle East. And for 
the last 62 years, Palestinians in 
Dhammash have fought to remain on 
their land as the Israeli government 
continues to take draconian measures 
to squeeze them out.

Along with the week’s 13 home 
demolition orders, Israeli police are 
also attempting to close the road to 
Dhammash village from the south, 
across adjacent train tracks and 
the city of Ramle. “This is another 
step towards forcing us to leave,” 
Dhammash community spokesman 
Arafat Ahmed Ismayil explained. 
“The [Israeli] government doesn’t 
care about us.”

Dhammash’s residents are Israeli 
citizens. They pay taxes. They vote 
in national elections. They speak 
Arabic and Hebrew. But, like all 
Palestinian citizens of Israel, they are 
systematically discriminated against 
and are forced to live, Ismayil said, 
“like tenth-class citizens.”

He explained, “We don’t 
have sewage systems or adequate 
electricity and water services. 
We’ve had to go to court several 
times to have the government 
provide our children with school 
buses. The school system itself for 
Palestinian youth is itself completely 
discriminatory – the quality of 
education is well below the standard 
for that of Jewish children.”

Community organisers told The 
Electronic Intifada, while walking 
through Dhammash village in March, 
that open agricultural land had been 
strategically destroyed and made 
barren by the Israeli authorities to 
implement a toxifying, open-air 
scrap metal processing centre in the 
middle of the village. “That, now, 
is the only place where people can 
fi nd a job in Dhammash,” one of the 
organisers said.

Ismayil said that there are 
approximately 600 Palestinians who 
live in 70 homes in Dhammash. 
Many of the homes have stood since 
before the 1948 Nakba, when nearly 
three-quarters of the Palestinians 
were expelled or fl ed from historic 
Palestine. All of the homes, he said, 
are on the chopping block and have 
been for many years. Six homes have 
been destroyed since 2005, and every 
few months residents have to petition 
the Israeli courts to fi le one injunction 
after another as bulldozers roll back 
into the village.

“They want to build a Jewish-only 
condominium complex in this area,” 
Ismayil explained. “That’s why they 
want us to leave as soon as possible.”

According to the latest statistics, 
there are more than 110,000 
Palestinians and Bedouins living in 
so-called “unrecognised villages” 
throughout the state of Israel, 80 
percent of whom live in the Negev 

region. These villages are not found 
on any map, and all face regular 
home demolitions and a lack of basic 
services.

On their Israeli identifi cation 
cards, Ismayil said that the 
government refuses to list Dhammash 
as their place of residence. “They 
either group us in with Lydd or 
Ramle,” he said. “According to them, 
we belong to nowhere. In the eyes of 
the state, we don’t exist here.”

Dhammash residents and 
community organisers went to two 
separate courts on April 14 – the 
high court in Jerusalem for the road 
closure issue, and the regional court in 
Petah Tikvah on the demolition orders 

issue. “They heard our cases, and said 
they would issue a ruling next week,” 
Ismayil explained later that evening. 
“They didn’t tell us when that date 
will be. It’s all very unclear. We’re 
not sure what will happen.”

Ismayil asserted that home 
demolition policies forced upon 
Palestinians inside Israel are exactly 
the same as those in the occupied 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem, 
and the Gaza Strip.

“There is no difference,” he said. 
“When they want to destroy a house, 
they impose a curfew, they close 
the area, and they bring hundreds 
of police and soldiers with dogs. 
Helicopters hover overhead. They 

bring busloads of Jewish extremist 
settlers with them to empty furniture 
from the houses, and arrest people 
who refuse to be evicted.

“We experience the same 
policies of apartheid here in ’48 
[Israel] as those that are in effect 
in the occupied territories,” Ismayil 
added. “People on the outside think 
that we’re enjoying Israel’s gift of 
democracy. But we’re in the exact 
same situation. There is no peace, 
no democracy here.”
Nora Barrows-Friedman is the 
co-host and senior producer of 
Flashpoints, a daily investigative 
newsmagazine on Pacifica Radio.
The Electronic Intifada 

“In the eyes of the state, 
we don’t exist here”

Amidst election setbacks, 
Italian left urges unity
Brian Steinberg

The votes in the Italian regional 
elections refl ected a strong sense 
of political frustration in Italy. The 
ultra right Berlusconi government 
had increased unemployment and 
social problems in Italy. It had 
undermined democracy and labour 
union rights. Plus, the government 
was characterised by continual 
political scandals and constant  
internal squabbles.

However, the Italian public 
remains frustrated over the internal 
divisions that plagued the 2008 cen-
tre-left Union government, and thus 
took its frustration out by abstain-
ing from voting. This enabled the 
Berlusconi government to survive 
and increase its share of regional 
governments.

That frustration with the Union 
government and the unusual deci-
sion of the centre left Democratic 
Party to not continue its alliance 
with the left, including Communist 
Parties, has led to a disintegration 
of the previous voting block that 
had led the Union government to 
victory.

The left itself began splitting 
and then reuniting in new reconfi g-
urations with the Federation of the 
Left (including Rifondazione and 
PdCI – the two Communist Parties) 
and The Left Ecology and Liberty 
alliance (former Rifondazione and 
Green Party elements). Together 
these two formations received 6.2 
percent of the regional vote.

Both the Democratic Party 
and the left reconfi gurations have 
suffered loses among the work-
ing class population. Amidst this 
confusion is the emergence of 
the extreme chauvinist and racist 
Northern League in working class 
communities. The Northern League 
was the only party that increased its 
vote, making it more important than 
ever in the ultra-right Berlusconi 
government.

In the region of Puglia all the 
parties of the left, with the exclu-
sion of the tiny Trotskyite Workers 
Communist Party that had opposed 
the Union government from the 
beginning, came together to give 
regional election victory to the 
incumbent administration led by 
Nichi Vendola, former Rifondazione 

leader and now leader of the Left 
Ecology and Liberty party. The 
incumbent Vendola not only united 
the left but also received support 
from the Democratic Party.

Paolo Ferrero, secretary of 
Rifondazione and spokesperson 
for the Federation of the Left, has 
singled out unity as the way to 
reconstruct the social block that 
supported the Union government 
and could block the ultra right. This 
unity, he argues, should start with 
an alliance between the Federation 
of the Left and Left Ecology and 
Liberty, but, he continues, should 
become more than an electoral 
alliance. It should build its organi-
sation at the grassroots on the prob-
lems facing the Italian public.

Despite strong differences 
on policies, the Federation of the 
Left urged votes for the DP in 
most regions to stop the ultra-right 
onslaught. The Left Ecology and 
Liberty actually formed electoral 
confi gurations with the DP in sev-
eral regions.
People’s World 

Ramle displacement of Palestinians in 1948 – the same policies continue today.

Perth

5th Latin American 

Film Festival in Australia
Presented by the Latin American Embassies

All films screened 7pm Friday evenings until August 6

Next film screening April 30: 

The King of Idiots (Chile)
FREE ENTRY

Perth Tango Club, 

Lesser Hall 82 Cambridge Street West Leederville Perth WA 6007

08 9271 0555 www.perthtangoclub.com



10 The Guardian
April 21 2010

Cowboys and 
Indians – and 
genocide
When I was a child, one of our 
favourite pass-times was to play 
some exciting game like Cowboys 
& Indians or Cops & Robbers. It 
could as easily have been Pirates 
or Robin Hood. We didn’t mind, so 
long as it included plenty of mock 
battles, pursuits and ambushes and 
of course lots of pretend killing.

These urban skirmishes took 
place in and around neighbouring 
backyards, side passages and (in my 
case) also the disused parts of the yard 
of the panel-beating establishment 
next door and the even more disused 
backyard of the Gartrell-White bakery 
opposite.

Our nominal enemies were gener-
ally selected from whatever foes had 
been featured in the fi lm we’d seen at 
the local picture theatre the preceding 
Saturday. And because Hollywood 
was in California where Western set-
tings abounded and Western scenery 
was readily available – and also 

because “Westerns” were relatively 
cheap to make – cowboy pictures 
were a large part of the popular cul-
ture we consumed. 

Westerns, however, were a very 
inadequate way to learn about the 
culture – still less about the history – 
of the USA. In most Westerns, native 
American characters were as rare as 
African American characters. And 
their roles were as circumscribed as 
those offered to black actors.

African Americans could portray 
faithful servants or “happy darkies”; 
Native Americans (or more commonly 
whites dressed up in feathers and 
buckskin) could portray “hostiles”, 
painted killers intent on massacring 
women and children. The US cavalry 
were not an army of conquest but 
keepers of the peace.

The environment in which these 
tales took place was also largely false. 
Like most American cultural institu-
tions, Hollywood never made much 
effort to accurately portray the extent 
and magnitude of Native American 
civilisation before its conquest and 
destruction by European colonialists. 

US corporate interests, of course, 
saw no point in portraying the coun-
try’s early development as brutal, 
treacherous and driven by greed, how-
ever true it might be.  They preferred 
people not to think about capitalism 
in that light at all.

 “Indians” in the movies were 
almost invariably savages, who lived 
in teepees and occasionally hunted 
buffalo. The Native Americans of 
the Eastern part of the country only 
appeared in fi lms that dealt with the 
18th century “French & Indian wars” 
that were fought largely on foot and 
with muskets.

The “wild west” of the 19th 
century had enemies on horseback 
and more modern weapons such as 
repeating rifl es. Much more exciting!

The true history of the peoples 
of North America is both tragic and 
heroic, a story of resistance against 
aggression, of peace agreements 
repeatedly broken by rapacious 
European (later American) govern-
ments, and of racist barbarism and 
genocide by the US military. No 
wonder US capitalism wants it buried.

But, by burying it, the US ruling 
class has deprived its own country’s 
culture of a rich legacy and an extraor-
dinary source of folklore, literature 
and tales of every type. Did you know, 
for example, that before the coming 
of the Whites, up to three million 
people already lived in the area that 
became known as “the West”? In fact, 
they had lived there for a thousand 
generations.

“There were those among them 
who lived in isolated shelters fash-
ioned from brush, and others who 
occupied large houses made from the 
tallest trees on Earth. Some knew only 
skin teepees that could be put up and 
pulled down in minutes; others dwelt 
in elaborate cliff-top cities that had 
stood for centuries. …

“Webs of ancient trading trails 
stretched in every direction and 
covered every corner of the West. 
Precious seashells from the Pacifi c 
Northwest were harvested by people 
who rode the seas in immense canoes 
and traded the shells for elk hides with 
a people who fl attened their babies’ 
heads as a sign of beauty and prestige.

“From tribe to tribe, the shells 
were passed inland exchanged for 
salmon with a merchant people who 

held a yearly trading fair on the 
Columbia River. The shells were also 
traded for powerful bows fashioned 
from the horns of mountain sheep 
by a tribe who called themselves the 
Namipu but who would one day by 
called the Nez Percé, who each year 
climbed through the Bitter-roots 
[mountains] to hunt.

“[The shells were also traded] 
for buffalo meat provided by people 
who followed the great herds across 
the Plains on foot and depended on 
dogs to haul their few belongings; for 
corn, grown along the Missouri River 
by the Mandan people, who lived in 
large towns of rounded earth lodges; 
and for wild rice and deerskins, 
brought from the woodlands east 
of the Mississippi by the Lakota, a 
people who would one day migrate 
west themselves and be renamed the 
Sioux by their enemies.

“And so, people who worshipped 
different gods, inhabited entirely dif-
ferent worlds, and were sometimes 
unaware of one another’s existence 

were linked together nonetheless: 
buffalo robes warmed people who 
had never seen a buffalo; corn-
meal was eaten by people who had 
never planted corn; and ocean shells 
decorated the clothing of people who 
lived a thousand miles from the sea.” 
(Geoffrey C Ward, The West: An 
Illustrated History).

And children in Australia, like 
their counterparts in the USA, grew 
up with almost no inkling of the scope 
and scale of the catastrophic tragedy 
that the quest for wealth and empire 
on the part of various European pow-
ers had infl icted on the native peoples 
of both countries.  

Despite the appearance of books 
like Ward’s and even TV documentary 
series like The West, the predominant 
view of the American West in popular 
culture remains that of “Cowboys 
and Indians”.

Capitalism’s efforts to minimise 
and muddy our awareness of its record 
of genocide and cultural destruction 
must never be allowed to succeed. 

Letters / Culture & Life

End immunity 
for Israel

Finally hear some mild criticism of 
Israel by the US government. For 
far too long Israel has been allowed 
to totally ignore international law 
and UN resolutions in regard to 
Palestinian human rights, illegal 
settlement building, the occupa-
tion of Palestinian territory, the 
return of Palestinian refugees, the 
use of banned weapons, the mass 
killings of civilians and other war 
crimes. Israel has only been able 
to fl out the UN and international 
law because the USA usually vetoes 
any action against Israel in the UN 
and other forums. 

The fact is though that the USA 
could easily curb Israel’s brutal 
occupation and halt the building of 
these illegal Israeli settlements by 
restricting the fl ow of free funds and 
weapons to the Israeli state. Israel 
could not occupy Arab land, build 
illegal settlements and oppress the 
Palestinian people without the consent 
and support of the counties like the 
USA and Australia.

The US in particular continues 
to provide the diplomatic, political, 
economic and massive military sup-
port to enable the Israeli war machine 
to operate. The US gives Israel over 
US$4 billion in direct aid (and unpaid 
loans) each year and without it Israel 
could not sustain the military occupa-
tion of the Palestinian territories, or 
continually build new Israeli settle-
ments on occupied Palestinian land.

It is long past time for the USA, 

Britain and Australia to end their 
policy of special immunity that 
exempts Israel of any responsibility 
for its immoral actions and bring the 
rogue state of Israel into line with 
the standard of international ethics 
and morals expected of the rest of 
the world community. Then we may 
at last see some real progress to end 
the glaring injustice that is the dis-
possession of the Palestinian people.

Steven Katsineris, 
Hurstbridge Vic

Exploitation, misery 
and capitalism
The position of the most exploited 
of West Australian working class 
families is set to deteriorate even 
further as interest rates rise and 
the state government announces 
an 18 percent increase in the price 
of utilities and services.

Huge price hikes are usually a 
precursor to a sell-off of public assets. 
These public assets are brought into a 
profi table position to become invest-
ment friendly and more attractive 
to private ownership. The Barnett 
government has plans for the already 
underfunded public service with more 
redundancies and the sale of vital 
community services such as libraries 
and aged care, to charities and private 
ownership where they pay very low 
wages or rely on volunteers. The 
cheapest bidder wins.

For those on fixed and low 
incomes though, the absolute dete-
rioration of the workers’ position, 
as taught by Marx, is becoming a 
reality in both physical and social 
poverty. Things are starting to look 
very Dickensian for both the prole-
tariat and lumpen proletariat.

Lenin points out “physical pov-
erty is undernourishment, poor hous-
ing conditions and extremely limited 
possibilities for satisfying vital wants. 
Social poverty implies the discrepancy 
between wages and the vital needs of 
the working class”.

This means that those families 

fi nding it hard to cope now are going 
to have to make sacrifi ces to make 
ends meet. The giving up of the fam-
ily car (in some cases it will mean 
giving up the rental house and living 
in the vehicle), home heating (can 
prove fatal for the elderly and sick 
during winter), going without proper 
medications, clothes dryers, school 
excursions, school lunches and even 
a lowering of food quality altogether, 
just to name a few. 

This tendency towards dete-
rioration of the working class is an 
objective law of capitalism. Marx 
wrote “With the growth of capitalism, 
grows the misery, oppression, slavery, 
degradation, exploitation; but with this 
grows the revolt of the working class, 
a class always increasing in num-
bers...” Fighting for an improvement 
of the workers’ economic position is a 
must to improve our living standard, 
but we must also recognise that this 
tendency can’t be abolished under 
capitalist relations of production. This 
will require a socialist revolution.

Andrew Hayward
Perth WA

On the NT Intervention

Dear Prime Minister,
I have an undergraduate Social 
Work Degree and a Research 
Masters  Degree (as a result of 
working with the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait  Islander community 
in South Brisbane). I have an Arts 
Honours degree in anthropology 
and a PhD which looked at the 
political obstacles to introducing 
a guaranteed minimum income 
in Australia.

Between 1965 and 1976 I 
worked with the Department of 
Social Security in Brisbane or the 
NT Administration Welfare Branch in 
Darwin. I was the Social Planner for 
the AAP in Darwin before lecturing in 
Social Policy and Community Work in 
what is now the University of the NT 
from 1977-1985. In 1987 I became the 
Director of the ACT Council of Social  

Services. I left Canberra to take up a 
senior lecturer’s position in Social 
Policy at QUT in 1993 until 2007.

I have written several papers 
opposing the NT Intervention during 
Howard’s tenure and subsequent to 
Labor coming to power.

My basic problem with the 
intervention and particularly income 
management is that it is racist 
and paternalistic and denigrates 
Indigenous people. All the social 
policies underpinning the Intervention 
were tried in the 1940s to the early 
’70s. They did not improve Aboriginal 
people’s situation then and they won’t 
improve the situation now.

I was a member of the ALP for 
20 years and a strong supporter for 
many years prior to that. I left the 
Party when Keating signed a secret 
pact with Indonesia. Since then I have 
voted Green fi rst but made sure that 
my preferences fl owed to Labor. I 
was excited when you won offi ce 
because I thought we would see the 
end of Howard’s mean spiritedness.

I was wrong. I cannot vote Labor 
whilst the Intervention exists nor 
can I vote for a party which intends 
to expand the Intervention to other 
parts of Australia just to enable it to 
reinstate the Racial Discrimination 
Act. The course you have mapped is 
equally as racist as the Intervention 
and also denigrates some poor whites. 
It is mean, tricky and unworthy of 
honourable politicians.

Ms Macklin is the worst Minister, 
who has had responsibility for social 
security policy, since 1908. At least 
since 1960, it has been possible for 
people to voluntarily agree to have 
their social security managed by a 
friend, relative or welfare agency 
when they are incapable of managing 
their own affairs or are being stood 
over for money by relatives. If Ms 
Macklin is too lazy or incompetent 
to implement a voluntary scheme 
to assist people in the NT who feel 
humbugged then she does not deserve 
to be minister.

Whilst your government perse-
veres with such plans I would rather 

vote informal than let my vote help 
get Labor back into offi ce. I am about 
to leave for six months in the Northern 
Territory. I will be encouraging every-
one I meet to vote Labor from offi ce. 
I maintain a large email network and 
will start a campaign to put Labor 
last until you stop being racist and 
attacking welfare recipients.

Yours sincerely
John Tomlinson.

Deagon Qld

Treat the elderly 
with respect
Language is magic but it can also 
be a sharp tool for hurting people. 
You don’t have to use rude words 
to upset or denigrate a person. I 
have a very big problem with the 
word “burden” applied to older 
people.

In many cultures an older person 
is regarded as a wise person to be 
treated with respect. It does not follow 
that every old person is a fountain of 
wisdom but it does not do to treat 
that person shabbily. In our society 
however it seems to be acceptable to 
treat people who are frail or sick as 
a burden on society and expect that 
person to be thankful for everything 
that is being done for him/her.

This is wrong and should be 
actively discouraged. Old people 
have been contributing to society in 
many different ways through their 
lives. They had children and jobs; 
paid taxes, they built houses and grew 
crops. Old age comes to all and it is 
so heartless to kick them when they 
need help.

The saddest thing to see is when 
they themselves think that their lives 
have no value anymore. They say that 
a society is judged by way it treats its 
women and children; I think a society 
is also judged by the way it treats its 
sick and elderly. We should be proud 
of our older generation which has 
done so much for the county.

Mati English
Sydney

Culture
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Rob Gowland

Nez Percé warrior on horseback.
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In the 1930s, the Warner 
Brothers studio began turn-

ing out rip-roaring cops and robbers 
sagas cashing in on – and inciden-
tally glorifying – the mayhem in the 
streets where police and gangsters 
frequently shot it out with Thompson 
sub-machine guns.

Such movies were not in 
themselves new; they had been around 
in the silent era. But now they became 
a staple, advertised as “stories ripped 
from today’s headlines!”

It was a lucrative genre for the 
studios, but Hollywood was never 
seriously interested in taking up 
organised crime as an issue. The 
studio moguls were much more likely 
to produce a fi lm on the theme of 
racial prejudice or lynching than one 
seriously focusing on organised crime.

Many unions, including some 
of those covering the fi lm industry, 
were dominated by criminal gangs 
backed by paid thugs. Movie moguls 
accommodated these labour racketeers 
in return for “industrial peace”.

Meanwhile, “black money” from 
vice, gambling and other crooked 
sources provided welcome investment 
capital for movies at better rates than 
the banks offered. In the same way, 
investing in fi lms was a convenient 

way for organised crime to launder 
money.

Movie moguls, fi lm and recording 
stars and gangsters regularly rubbed 
shoulders (and shared fi nancial inter-
ests). There were even sudden deaths. 
Yes, the movies were big business.

Fast-forward to today: cops and 
crime remain a mainstay of television. 
The emphasis today is on serial killers 
rather than gangsters, but otherwise 
the difference is largely cosmetic.

You are still unlikely to see a fi lm 
that seriously tackles the link between 
business and crime (even ones that 
aren’t serious are rare).

So the two-part mini-series Burn 
Up (ABC1 Sundays from April 25 
at 9.00 pm) at least has the virtue of 
being novel. Actually, it has quite a 
few virtues. It’s about oil company 
bosses using criminals and criminal 
methods to protect their massive 
profi ts and to destroy anyone (such 
as an environmental scientist) who 
might disturb their bottom line.

Along the way, there is cynical 
manipulation of political forces, 
sacrifi ce and murder. We are asked 
to suspend disbelief and accept that 
Rupert Penry-Jones (who seems to 
be everywhere at the moment) can 
become the CEO of a major oil 
company while remaining ignorant 
of just how ruthless capitalism really 
is. Yes, I know: it’s a bit of an ask.

But if you go along with it, the 
fi rst of the two episodes at least, 
is an exciting, intelligent thriller 
whose story really is “ripped from 
today’s headlines” – or perhaps more 
accurately, yesterday’s headlines: it 
appears to have been written during 
the Presidency of George Bush, and 
certainly before the disgrace of the 
Copenhagen conference on climate 
change.

Anzac Day this year falls on a 
Sunday, so Compass (ABC1 

Sunday April 25 at 10.05 pm) is 
showing a program about the help 

Australian soldiers fi ghting behind 
Japanese lines in Timor received from 
the Timorese people.

Remembering Timor also 
remembers how, when the 
Australian independent company (as 
commandoes were called then) was 
eventually pulled out, the Australian 
authorities would not allow the troops 
to bring the young Timorese who were 
their guides, aides and assistants to 
safety with them.

Some of the Timorese youths 
fl ed but many others were summarily 
dealt with by the Japanese military.  
So what is the reason for Compass’ 
interest?

Some Josephite nuns based in 
Sydney have a mission in East Timor, 
and they want to awaken Australian 
interest in and recognition of the help 

our boys received from the Timorese 
people.

Laudable though the sisters’ 
aims are, they fall far short of 
what is needed. They are seeking a 
symbolic gesture: trying to get Federal 
Parliament to award the people of 
East Timor as a whole an offi cial 
Australian honour.

What would serve the East 
Timorese better – and more honestly – 
would be a renunciation of Australian 
claims to Timor’s oil and gas.

The new six-part English series 
The Street (ABC2 Tuesdays 

from April 27 at 8.30 pm) comprises 
self-contained dramas about the peo-
ple living in different houses in the 
same street.

It’s written by Jimmy McGovern, 
writer of Cracker amongst others, but 
episode one in my opinion misfi res. 
Very much what used to be called 
a “kitchen sink drama”, it uses 
naturalistic settings to achieve at least 
the appearance of realism.

There is more to realism than a 
“real life” setting however, and this 
episode at least conveys decidedly 
mixed messages: it’s OK for a 
wife to commit adultery with a 
neighbour but not for the neighbour 
to commit it with her? If someone 
accidentally injures your child it’s OK 
to deliberately destroy his family’s 
happiness and break up his home?

The series is graced by a top-
notch cast, but I found the first 

episode rather miserable viewing. You 
are left with the uncomfortable feeling 
that all these people really needed was 
a spot of counselling.

Catalyst this week (ABC1 
Thursday April 29 at 

8.00 pm) is a Special Antarctic 
Edition. It’s in three parts, of which 
two are very important. 

The least important (but not 
necessarily the least interesting) 
deals with an Antarctic explorer 
almost unknown in Australia, Otto 
Nordenskjöld, who deserves to be as 
well known as Scott, Mawson and 
Amundsen.

The other two segments deal with 
evidence of climate change and its 
effects. While the so-called “climate 
change sceptics” pursue an agenda 
fi nanced by oil and coal (and other 
polluting) interests, the vast Antarctic 
ice sheet is thinning, the Antarctic 
glaciers are sliding faster into the sea, 
and the results could be catastrophic 
for humanity.

At the same time, as the third 
segment shows, the tiny, plankton-like 
marine life in the Southern Ocean, 
the carbon sponge that helps buffer 
the rest of the world from global 
warming, is declining and could all 
be gone by 2030.

The program is calm and matter 
of fact about all this, but one wishes 
for some fervour: this is IMPORTANT 
for all of us! 
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NO MEETING
Anzac Day long weekend
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Bob Creelman, Dr, geoscientist/engineer
Brian Gomez, Economist
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THE UNHEARD TRUTH: POVERTY & HUMAN RIGHTS
Stuart Rees, Director, Syd Peace Foundation
Claire Mallinson, Amnesty International

May 14
THE BURDEN OF DEBT: HOW SERIOUS & WHO WILL PAY?
Jim Stanford, Dr, Canadian Auto Workers Union, author 
Economics for Everyone
Steve Keen, Assoc Prof, author DeBunking Economics, 
University of Western Sydney
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What is the Working People’s Power?

What is the Party?
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Death of Sth African rightist 
highlights ongoing problems
Emile Schepers

The death of far-right South African white 
supremacist Eugene Terre’Blanche, beaten 
and slashed on his farm near the conserva-
tive farming town of Ventersdorp on April 3, 
highlights the problem that South Africa, the 
wealthiest, most industrialised and urbanised 
country in sub-Saharan Africa, still faces in 
dealing with rural labour relations and land 
issues, as well as the fruits of deep-seated 
racism against the Black majority.

News of the murder has set off a political 
storm. The white, right wing has accused the 
government of President Joseph Zuma, of the 
African National Congress, of failing to protect 
white farmers and of allowing the head of the 
ANC Youth League, Julius Malema, to engage 
in provocative anti-white rhetoric that encour-
ages violence. Zuma and his government moved 
quickly to defuse the situation by expressing 
condolences to Terre’Blanche’s family and 
promising full prosecution of the murderers, 
while also calling for an end to provocative 
rhetoric and actions on both sides.

The agrarian problem in South Africa has 
been long in the making. When Europeans fi rst 
settled at the Cape of Good Hope in the 17th 
century, under the auspices of the Netherlands 
East India Company, Dutch governors could 
not or would not control what turned into a 
rampaging land hunger on the part of Dutch, 
French Huguenot and other European settlers. 
The African population of the Cape area was 
quickly overrun or displaced from their lands. 
Those who survived ended up as virtual serfs 
on the large white-owned farms.

After the British Empire took over from 
the Netherlands in 1815, sections of the Dutch-
speaking settler population broke away from 
the original Cape Colony, partly because they 
were angered by the abolition of slavery. These 
“trekboers” fought a series of wars with African 
kingdoms, and set up two small white-ruled 
republics in the interior. Many African farmers 
and cattle raisers were pushed off their lands, 
which became large-scale white-run farms 
worked by heavily oppressed Black labour. 
Particularly galling was the settlers’ custom of 
kidnapping African children and bringing them 
onto the farms to work as “apprentices.”

But the hands of the British were far from 
clean. The most infl uential British adventurer, 
politician and business leader in South Africa, 
Cecil Rhodes, pushed through the 1894 Glen 
Grey Act which made it much easier for whites, 
whether Englishmen or Afrikaners (as the 
descendents of Dutch and French settlers came 
to be called), to shove even prosperous Black 
farmers off their land. The two “Boer” wars, in 
1880 and 1899-1902, brought little benefi t to 
Black South Africans. The displacement and the 
exploitation continued after South African whites 
got dominion status (similar to Canada and 
Australia) from the United Kingdom in 1910. In 
1913, the government passed the Native’s Land 
Act, setting the stage for further displacement.

When the Nationalist Party came to power in 
1948, laws controlling the work and movements 
of the Black majority were made more onerous 
still, under the apartheid system. But there were 
always people who wanted to go even further. 
One was Dr Albert Herzog, the politician and 
son of former hard-line Prime Minister Barry 
Herzog. Herzog junior thought that the apartheid 
regime of John Forster, a Nazi sympathiser 
during the Second World War, was making too 
many concessions to the Blacks. So he split 

from the ruling National Party and formed the 
Herstigte (reformed) National Party, hoping to 
get the support of the Afrikaans-speaking poor 
whites who had been displaced or oppressed by 
industrialisation and who bore a grudge against 
the English-speaking white business establish-
ment. Both the National Party and Herzog’s 
group played on racial prejudice and anti-British 
feelings left over from the Second Boer War.

Out of Herzog’s group there developed, 
starting in 1973, a splinter group yet more 
extreme, the Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging 
(Afrikaner Resistance Movement) or AWB, 
which promotes an ideology that is extreme 
even by white South African standards. Eugene 
Terre’Blanche, whose name means “white land” 
in French, became the AWB’s main leader, 
claiming that the apartheid regime was too 
liberal and that the Boers (Afrikaner farmers) 
should split off from South Africa and form their 
own state or states, essentially recreating the 
two little Afrikaner-ruled republics suppressed 
by the British in 1899-1902.

The idea of splitting off tiny, right-wing 
Christian and ethnically pure agrarian repub-
lics is hardly new in South Africa. But what 
Terre’Blanche added was the methodology and 
trappings of 20th century fascism. The AWB’s 
symbol is similar to the Nazi swastika, and 
the organisation trained and mobilised violent 
stormtrooper units which even attacked the 
apartheid government. Like the old Ku Klux 
Klan in the United States, the AWB terrorised 
Blacks who tried to defend their rights.

In 1994, after a long struggle carried on 
by the ANC, the South African Communist 
Party and others, apartheid fi nally came to an 
end with the fi rst non-racial democratic vote 
in South Africa’s history and the election of 
liberation hero Nelson Mandela as president. 
But the AWB and other white extremist groups 
vowed to block, by force if necessary, efforts by 
the new government to undertake the Herculean 
task of dismantling the political, administrative 
and cultural mechanisms of apartheid. The AWB 

regarded the white farming population as a key 
part of their national constituency.

Today, there are about 50,000 white farmers 
in South Africa. The post-apartheid government 
has opted not to abruptly chase them off the 
land and divide it among the Black rural poor, 
as some wanted. But it did restore land to some 
African communities who could prove that the 
land had been taken from them since the 1913 
law (which was repealed). It also redistributed 
some government land. A plan of helping Black 
farmers to buy land from whites on a “willing 
seller-willing buyer” basis moves with agonis-
ing slowness. Lately, the government has been 
planning the confi scation of land, with com-
pensation. It has also developed labour codes 
to improve the treatment of farm labour, but 
evidently there are serious enforcement lapses, 
with many documented abuses including beating 
and killing of farm labourers.

Eugene Terre’Blanche had faded from prom-
inence, after having done a stint in jail (three 
years) for administering a crippling beating to 
a former employee and assaulting a gas station 
attendant. But he was still the head of the AWB, 
and upon his death, the most right-wing elements 
mobilised against the government and the ANC. 
There have been many murders of white farmers 
in recent years (at least 1,500, maybe more). 
These attacks appear to result from a boiling up 
of anger of against local conditions perceived as 
oppressive, as well as common crimes, rather 
than a centrally orchestrated campaign, and 
government offi cials have pointed out that in 
fact there have been many assaults on Black 
farm workers by their white employers. Initial 
police reports indicate that Terre’Blanche was 
killed by two of his employees in a wage dis-
pute. However, the reinvigorated AWB, who 
were out in force at the funeral on April 10, and 
others on the right are using the incident as an 
organising tool, accusing the authorities of not 
protecting the farmers. They also accuse the 
ANC of promoting hatred against Afrikaners. 
In particular, they accuse the leader of the ANC 

Youth League, Julius Malema, of stirring up hate 
by his fl amboyant rhetoric and particularly his 
insistence on singing one of the songs or chants 
of the anti-apartheid resistance movement. The 
song, “The Cowards are Frightened,” includes 
lines such as “shoot, shoot” and “kill the Boers.”

The vast majority of the three million 
Afrikaans-speaking whites are not farmers, but 
blue and white collar workers, small business-
people, professionals etc. However, there is a 
strong cultural attachment to the memory of the 
farm, the legends of the “Groot Trek” and the 
suffering infl icted by the Boer Wars. The white 
ultra-right, plays on these feelings of nostalgia 
and victimhood, the latter of course stimulated 
by the farm attacks, as an organising tool. 
Understanding this, the government of President 
Zuma has taken a conciliatory approach follow-
ing the death of Terre’Blanche, ordering swift 
prosecution of the culprits. The ANC ordered 
Malema and other members to stop singing the 
“Cowards are Frightened” chant, to which he 
grumpily acceded.

But the root cause of the farm killings has to 
be dealt with. As the South African Communist 
Party (SACP), which along with the ANC and 
the COSATU trade union federation constitute 
the governing Tripartate Alliance, put it:

“If the allegation that Terreblanche’s [sic] 
murder arose out of a wage dispute is true, it 
calls upon all of us, especially government, to 
strengthen the effective regulation and the labour 
inspectorate on farms. Over a period of time 
the SACP has strongly campaigned for build-
ing the capacity of our Department of Labour 
to inspect and enforce legislation protecting 
the vulnerable. This ought to be attended to 
urgently given continuing reports of abuse of 
especially the most vulnerable workers, farm-
workers and domestic workers. The SACP calls 
for a speedy solution to the challenges facing 
our broader land and agrarian reform, including 
the convening of the long overdue summit of 
farm-workers and farm-dwellers.”
People’s World 

Eugene Terre’Blanche funeral.


