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Editorial

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA

Demonstrate,
don’t celebrate
Obama’s visit

US President Barack Obama will
visit Australia in late March, officially
to celebrate the 70th anniversary of
Australia-US relations and to boost the
US-Australia war alliance. Australia’s
military alliance with the United Sates is
nothing to celebrate. It is a subservient
relationship which has cost Australian
workers lives, jobs, independence and
security over the past 70 years.

Both sides have made their intentions
for the visit clear. The Prime Minister said
he and Mr Obama will discuss defence,
security and intelligence matters as well
as the global economic recovery.

“Australia’s relationship with the
United States of America is our most im-
portant international partnership,” the
PM’s statement said. “Our formal mili-
tary alliance, the ANZUS Treaty, has been
in force for nearly 60 years.”

The alliance has led Australia, as the
junior partner, into Korea, Vietnam, Iraq
and Afghanistan. March 2010 marks the
seventh anniversary of the invasion and
occupation of Irag and nine years of the
occupation of Afghanistan by the US and
its complicit allies. Unlike other coun-
tries which are withdrawing, the Rudd
government has given an open-ended
commitment to the US war in Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

Instead of responding to Australia’s
defence and security needs, Australia has
developed a policy of projecting power
in our region, buying hugely expensive
long-range weapons delivery systems
that threaten neighbouring countries
rather than focussing on defending our
continent. The Rudd government slav-
ishly backs US foreign policy, regardless
of whether this damages Australia’s
interests, and provides bases and other
facilities for the US to expand its grip on
the Asia-Pacific region.

Obama’s visit is intended to reinforce
thisunequal alliance. But Australia cannot
afford such a relationship, economically,
politically, militarily and socially.

The imberley
under threat

No real change

The Obama administration has not
fundamentally changed US foreign and
military policy, flouting the wishes of
the massive movement for change which
voted him into office.

Itis equally clear that the Rudd Labor
government has also not changed the
basic foreign and defence policies of the
previous right-wing Howard government.

Australia remains allied to the United
States and acts as its agent, its deputy
sheriff, in this region.

Australia is building up as the major

$72 billion in new military spending
will pay for new submarines, air warfare
destroyers (three more Aegis class vessels
with missile killing capacity), frigates,
100 strike planes, land-attack cruise
missiles with a range of up to 2,500 kilo-
metres, almost certainly of the Tomahawk
ground-launched cruise missile variety,
and more.

Much of this involves the purchase of
hugely expensive, unsuitable US equip-
ment which aids interoperability and the
profits of the US arms manufacturers but
does little if anything for the security of

/0 percent of the Australian
people do not want more
spending on the military.

military strike force in its neighbourhood
and far beyond and at the same time be-
ing integrated ever more tightly with the
Pentagon. It has no other reason to amass
an array of offensive, advanced weapons
for use on land and sea and in the air, able
to strike at targets thousands of kilome-
tres from Australia’s shores.

The cost of the alliance

A year ago (March 2009) the federal
government released its Defence White
Paper which announced the largest mili-
tary build-up in Australia since World
War I1. Annual military spending will rise
from $62 to $71 million every day.

Privatisation
of nature
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Australians.

All this is taking place when 70 per-
cent of the Australian people do not want
more spending on the military.

This exorbitant military spending
mirrors the Obama administration plans
to spend an astronomical US$5 trillion on
defence between 2010 and 2017. This is
five percent more in real terms than the
Bush administration budgeted from 2002
to 2009.

The new Obama military budget is a
record US$708 billion, up 3.4 percent, to
cover October 1 to September 30, 2011.
Adjusted for inflation, the defence budget
is the largest since World War 1.

The Obama administration has also
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asked Congress to approve a US$33 bil-
lion emergency supplemental to pay for
the troop surge in Afghanistan. This is not
included in the Pentagon’s base budget
which brings the actual military spending
proposal to US$741 billion.

There is also considerable indirect
spending, including nearly all the budget
of the Department of Energy. Despite the
hope of nuclear weapon cuts, the Obama
administration has budgeted an addition-
al US$5 billion to modernise its nuclear
weapons stockpile and develop new facili-
ties at Los Alamos and Oak Ridge.

Australian subservience to the United
States has other costs.

Australia, in addition to hosting US
military bases and deploying forces for
the wars in Irag and Afghanistan, has
entered on yet more dangerous ground by
joining the American worldwide intercep-
tor missile system.

In May 2007 Australia said it had
joined the US and Japanese missile
defence plans and would consider the
deployment of a missile shield on its soil.
Both Russia and China have expressed
deep concerns about these plans.

The 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty (START) has expired, but no
agreement has been reached on a new
pact.

When Russian Prime  Minister
Vladimir Putin was asked about the de-
lay, he responded: “What is the problem?
The problem is that our American part-
ners are building an anti-missile shield.”

Drones

Aside from the size of the US military
budget, another controversial aspect of it
is what it will fund. More than $2 billion
will be used to purchase unmanned aerial
vehicles or drones, which the Obama ad-
ministration has used increasingly over
the past year to target suspected terror-
ists in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Continued on page 2

4th strike
In a month
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The US government runs two drone programs — a military
and a covert CIA version.

The number of drone strikes has risen dramatically since
Obama became President. During his first nine and a half
months in office, he authorised as many CIA attacks in Pakistan
as president Bush did in his final three years in office.

The Air Force’s fleet of Predators and the more heavily armed
Reapers has grown from some 50 in 2001 to nearly 200. The CIA
will not reveal how many drones it operates. The government
plans to commission hundreds more, including new generations
of tiny “nano” drones, which can fly after their prey like a killer
bee through an open window.

While Pine Gap and other US facilities on Australian soil may
not (or in some cases perhaps may) be used directly to control the
US drones, the information they provide through eavesdropping
(Echelon), photographic, terrain mapping and other satellites is
sufficient to provide targets for the drones.

Australia is buying more drones itself. It remains to be seen
if they will be used in the Middle East or for domestic purposes
as in Britain.

A group of government agencies led by Kent Police has com-
missioned arms manufacturer BAE systems to adapt military
unmanned drones for civilian use.

Five other police forces have signed up to the scheme, which
could pave the way for countrywide adoption of the technology
for surveillance, monitoring and evidence gathering.

Jobs

Australia’s high military spending, dictated by its subservi-
ence to US interests, takes money away from employment, public
health, education, housing, clean water, environmental protec-
tion, infrastructure projects, etc. Money invested here would
provide far more jobs, stimulate the economy and bring many
other benefits now and into the future.

South Australia calls itself the “defence state” and claims
military production can revive the state economically, can
have “a genuine stimulus on the economy”.

Any economic activity on that scale can revive an economy,
but there are far healthier and safer ways of stimulating econo-
mies and socially beneficial industries and sectors that would
create many more jobs with the same taxpayer dollars.

Here Obama will bring no relief for Australian unemployed
workers for the demands of the US alliance mean Australia un-
der Liberal and Labor governments will continue to spend on the
military money needed for community development.

They will be following the same path as the US. The amount
Obama proposes to spend on “job creation” in the 2011 budget
is only US$100 billion, a drop in the bucket. However, none of
the $100 billion is for hiring workers. It consists largely of tax
cuts for businesses that hire workers or raise their pay, extended
unemployment benefits, and aid to state and local governments.

Opposition voices

Obama’s visit is intended to strengthen the US political and
military alliance with Australia, formalised through the ANZUS
treaty. But militarising Australia and delivering support for US
aggression and threats to use force against other countries can-
not ensure security and sustainable development for Australians.

Australians are sick to death of following the United States
into war, thereby providing some token “legitimacy” for the
“empire’s” predatory aggression against other countries. The US
alliance costs Australians dearly.

We cannot effectively deal with climate change and at the
same time put weapons into space. We cannot solve the problems
of health care, education, job creation and infrastructure repair
without abandoning the US alliance and making substantial cuts
in military spending.

The Obama visit is nothing to celebrate, but it is an opportu-
nity to raise these issues with the Australian people and for the
voices of those opposed to US imperialism’s crimes to be heard.

The peoples of South America are moving leftward, asserting
their national independence, throwing off the chains of imperial-
ism and building a better life. Isn’t it about time the Australian
people joined this river of change?

PRESS FUND

It now appears that the federal Environment Minister Peter Garret
may have warned Prime Minister Kevin Rudd about the risks of the
government’s insulation program, prior to the deaths of four young
workers last year. Could this be true? Was Garret a scapegoat? Is
the Prime Minister’s character not really whiter than white? Do
whitewashed walls show the dirt more readily than others? The
Guardian seeks to answer these and other important questions, but
to do so we need your help, by way of contributions to the Press
Fund. So please, if you possibly can, send in something for the next

issue! Many thanks to the following for their contributions this week:

In Memory of Joan Williams, $100, from Peter Limb

H Chandler $10, C Murphy $10, Peer and Laurie Reed $100,
“Round Figure” $12.75, Guardian Tin $27.25.

This week’s total: $260 Progressive total: $430

More being locked up

The number of Indigenous young
people being locked up in Australia
has steadily increased over the past
decade, a federal parliamentary
committee has been told.

In a submission from the
Awustralian Institute of Criminology,
members of the House of
Representatives Standing Committee
on Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Affairs were told Indigenous
juveniles made up 58 percent of all
detained juveniles in Australia.

The AIC said males were 28 times
more likely to be locked up than their
non-Indigenous counterparts, while
Indigenous females were 24 times
more likely to end up in detention.

AIC director Dr Adam Tomlinson
and research analyst Dr Kelly
Richards appeared before the inquiry
‘into the high level of involvement
of Indigenous juveniles and young
adults in the criminal justice system’
in Canberra on February 11.

Dr Tomlinson and Dr Richards
told the committee there was a great
deal of evidence to demonstrate that
Indigenous young people were sig-
nificantly over-represented at every
stage of the criminal justice system.

They said the AIC had monitored
juveniles in detention in Australia for
nearly three decades, since 1981.

“The juveniles in detention moni-
toring program obtains data from each
jurisdiction on a quarterly basis on the
number of juveniles in detention, and
the characteristics of these juveniles,”
they said.

The inquiry also heard the AIC
was now monitoring the contact
Indigenous juveniles had with police
and courts.

A report last year found
Indigenous juveniles came into
contact with police disproportionally
compared with other juveniles.

Dr Tomlinson and Dr Richards
outlined various successful programs.

Meanwhile, a study quoted in the
AIC’s submission showed that diver-
sionary measures resulted in positive
outcomes for juveniles.

“Importantly, the study found that
continued contact with the criminal
justice system is less common among
those juveniles who participate in
diversionary alternatives to court,”
the submission said.

Committee chair, MP Bob Debus,
said diversionary measures such as
conferencing and intensive court
supervision for Indigenous juveniles
“should be available everywhere if we
are truly committed to closing the gap
on Indigenous juveniles and young
adults’ involvement in the criminal
justice system.”

Further public hearings will be
held around the country until May.
The Koori Mail &

Report on approval to go to war:
another missed opportunity

The findings of a Senate report
which rejects reasonable calls for
parliamentary approval before
governments send Australian
troops to war is a “wasted
opportunity”, says the Australian
Greens.

The so-called “War Powers”
Bill was a decades-old piece of
unfinished business, first introduced
by the Australian Democrats in the
1980s and carried forward by the
Greens.

“This is a wasted opportunity to
strengthen our democracy by insist-
ing that governments consult the
people through their elected repre-
sentatives before taking our soldiers

into war zones,” said Greens
Senator Scott Ludlam.

“The report’s claims that par-
liamentary approval would slow
the process under emergency situ-
ations were refuted by a number
of experts who presented submis-
sions and took part in an unofficial
hearing staged by the Greens in
Parliament House.

“We took the unusual step of
organising a forum because the
committee refused to hold hearings
on this crucial bill - after all there’s
no greater decision that government
can make than to go to war.”

He said the debacle of Irag has
prompted debates and inquires in

many countries, including the UK,
leading to a new convention where-
by the executive commits to trigger
a debate leading to a resolution of
the parliament before a deployment
is undertaken.

“It seems extraordinary that
Australia cannot have a similar
mature debate on the issue and
instead continues to entrust the
executive arm of government alone
with these powers.

“We see this as a step along
the way to a more mature debate in
Australia, and we will be pursuing
it in this spirit, in the Parliament
and the broader community.” &

Peak disability body slams
Abbott’s proposal

The Australian Federation of
Disability Organisations (AFDO)
has slammed Tony Abbott’s idea to
pressure people on the Disability
Support Pension to work, calling
it outdated and offensive.
“Targeting people with musco-
skeletal and psychosocial disabilities
would send us back to the Dark Ages
where people with a disability were
seen as slackers with bad backs and
just a little bit of stress who should
get off government payments and
work,” said Lesley Hall, AFDO CEO.
“It completely ignores the fact that
many people with a disability want a

job but are not supported to find and
keep one. Because of their disability,
many others are unlikely to ever be
in the paid workforce.”

AFDO argued that there are
complex reasons for people with a
disability remaining unemployed.
Employers are simply not hiring
people with a disability; even within
the Australian public service the rate
of employment of people with dis-
ability sits at three percent of the total
workforce, falling from 3.8 percent
in 2005. Many workplaces are still
physically inaccessible, and people
with changing mental or physical

health find it difficult to get flexibility
from their bosses.

“To say that if you tell people
with a disability they should look for
work you will solve this problem is
incredibly naive,” said Ms Hall. “To
get 24,000 people with a disability
into work the costs wouldn’t just be
about their decision to go out and
look for a job. Getting people with
a disability into work means getting
employers on board and offering
appropriate support to the person as
they look for work and then when
they have a job.” &

1:00-2:00pm

Please RSVP to thalia.anthony@uts.edu.au

Sydney screening of

Bush Law

THURSDAY 18 MARCH 2010
UTS BUILDING 2 (CB02.04.11)

This screening of the groundbreaking documentary Bush Law
explores the relationship between existing systems of traditional
Aboriginal law and the Australian criminal justice system, with the
goal of reducing violent crime in remote Aboriginal communities.

The screening of the film will be followed by a discussion including
film maker and lawyer Danielle Loy, Lajamanu (NT) Elder Martin
Johnson, former NT Deputy Chief Magistrate Michael Ward, and
Bi-Cultural Consultant Ken Lechleitner.
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Last year the appalling leakage
of gas and oil from the West Atlas
drilling rig off the shore of the
Kimberley coast in north-west
Australia horrified the nation.
However, the whole of the vast,
magnificent Kimberley region is
now under the threat of massive
mining and industrial development.

The Kimberley, which is of
enormous cultural significance
for Aboriginal people who have
lived there for tens of thousands
of years, is one of the nation’s last
largely unspoilt natural places. The
Wilderness Society has described it
as follows:

“Its vast savannah landscapes,
wild rivers, extensive wetlands,
spectacular coast and rich marine
environments provide a multitude of
habitats that are home to an extraordi-
nary diversity of species. The amazing
wildlife of the region includes the
recently discovered snubfin dolphin,
humpback whales (which give birth
on the Kimberley coast), gouldian
finches, northern quoll and the golden
bandicoot.

“Incredibly, the far north-west
Kimberly sub-region is the only part
of Western Australia, and one of the
very few in Australia, that appears
to have retained its complete native
fauna species diversity without extinc-
tion since European settlement.”

This is not to say that the
Kimberley has suffered no adverse
changes within that period, particu-
larly from cattle grazing. However,
that damage pales into insignificance
compared with what it would suffer if
the proposed developments take place.

The proposed Kimberley indus-
trial developments would involve the
extraction of natural gas, as well as

the mining of gas, bauxite, coal, and
other minerals, and the refining and
smelting of aluminium, lead and zinc,
on an enormous scale. The pristine
coastline would become littered with
massive industrial facilities. Coastal
areas would be cleared, and huge
bauxite strip mines would be opened
up on the Mitchell Plateau.

The proposed Browse Basin
gas field alone would increase the
state’s greenhouse gas emissions by
an estimated 14 percent. The marine
and coastal wildlife would constantly
face major threats of pollution, and
the area’s booming tourism industry,
which employs 500 Indigenous people
in 24 Indigenous-owned businesses,
would be crippled.

The metal industries have been
severely criticised in recent years
for their high use of energy, most of
which comes from the combustion of
coal, either in blast furnaces or coal-
fired power stations. This process has
resulted in extremely high levels of
carbon dioxide emissions, a major
component in Australia’s overall emis-
sions which contribute to the global
problem of climate change.

The extraction of natural gas is
a key component in the proposed
industrial developments, whose opera-
tions would require huge amounts
of energy. The proponents of the
Kimberley scheme have claimed that
use of natural gas as an energy source
would reduce the level of emissions
from the developments, compared
with the use of coal. Corporations
involved in the extraction and utilisa-
tion of natural gas claim that its use
results in an emission reduction of
between 50 and 70 percent.

However, this assumes that the
gas is used direct and without inter-
mediate processes. The Kimberley
developments, on the other hand,

The Kimberley under th

The recently discovered snubfin dolphin — one of the many species to be found along the Kimberley coast.

would involve the production and
use of liquefied natural gas (LNG).
According to a study commissioned
by the International Energy Agency,
the liquefaction, shipping and re-
gasification of natural gas results
in a reduction of only 34 percent in
the emission rate of LNG compared
with coal.

Moreover, because the market-
ing of natural gas is potentially a
vast source of corporate profit, the
Kimberley proponent corporations
have totally ignored the use of renew-
able energy, which would result in
absolutely minimal emissions.

Calling a halt

The Wilderness Society has
demanded that the Kimberley be
protected by:
« Science-based regional

conservation planning and
management, using whole-of-
landscape principles;

 Strong involvement of the
traditional owners and Indigenous
communities in land management
and sustainable economy
programs;

 Ruling out large scale industrial
activity.

The Society and other organisa-
tions have pointed out that the natural
significance of the Kimberley is just
as great as that of the Great Barrier
Reef, and should therefore be subject
to the same environmental controls
that prevent oil and gas mining on
the Reef.

However, neither the state nor

proposals. Despite its extraordinary
natural significance, no marine parks
have yet been created within the
Kimberley coastal area, nor is this
likely to happen.

It is now obvious that no coali-
tion or ALP government will take
the necessary action to protect the
environment in the Kimberley - or
elsewhere, as demonstrated recently
by the NSW government’s recent
approval for construction of two new
coal-fired power stations in that state.

Protection for the Kimberley
region will only be provided by a
government of a far more progressive
persuasion, and by fierce, united and
determined opposition from members
of the public, local Aboriginal com-

munities, the union movement and
other progressive forces. &

the federal government has been
swayed by this argument, and they
have welcomed the development

ABC chairman Maurice Newman must explain

Describing himself as a “climate
change agnostic”, last week the
chairman of the national broad-
caster, Maurice Newman told 250
ABC managers, program makers
and journalists that climate change
was an example of “group think
where contrary views have not
been tolerated”. He warned the
gathering he would not accept
anyone “suppressing information”.
He has previously told journalists
he doesn’t believe in the science of
man-made climate change.

“ABC Chairman Maurice

Newman'’s criticism of the media’s
coverage of global warming is
extraordinary and inappropriate,”
said Glenys Stradijot, a spokes-
person for Friends of the ABC
(Victoria).

“Mr Newman is entitled to
his personal views on controver-
sial matters. But his expression
of them while he remains head of
the ABC damages public confi-
dence in the national broadcaster’s
independence.

“Just as worrying, Mr
Newman’s comments look to be an

attempt to influence ABC program-
ming to be more favourable to glo-
bal warming scepticism.”

Should problems arise with the
ABC'’s reporting on any matter, it is
the managing director who should
raise them with staff. The MD is
the editor-in-chief and responsible
for the ABC’s journalistic stand-
ards, not the chairman.

“Mr Newman needs to explain
why he took the step of criticis-
ing the media’s coverage of global
warming and why he addressed that
criticism to ABC staff.

Pete’s Corner
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Entertainment and Arts Alliance
Christopher Warren sent the fol-
lowing letter to ABC managing
director Mark Scott and Maurice
Newman. In doing so he said the
Alliance “condemns the ABC
chairman’s ‘group-think’ speech.
Alliance members present at the
now infamous speech delivered by
ABC chair, Maurice Newman, were
appalled by what appeared to be

a blatant breach of editorial inde-
pendence as well as a thinly veiled
attack on the professionalism and
integrity of ABC journalists.”

“It is difficult not to consider Mr
Newman’s comments in the light of
him being a former director of the
right-wing Centre for Independent
Studies. Together, they most cer-
tainly highlight the importance
of legislation presently before the
Parliament for a new transparent and
merit-based process for appointing
the chair and members of the ABC
Board,” said Glenys Stradijot.

MEAA letter

Following Newman’s address
federal secretary of the Media,

Dear Mr Newman,

| was surprised to read, yesterday, the text of remarks you delivered
to a group of journalists, program makers and management in which you
appeared to be giving direction and setting guidelines under which the
public broadcaster’s news team should be working.

During the course of the day | was contacted by a number of Media
Alliance members who work at the ABC and are concerned that this was a
clear breach of the doctrine of editorial independence under which editorial
direction is set by the managing director acting independently of the board
of directors.

For the chairman of the ABC to attempt to direct, encourage or cajole
ABC staff to cover any issue in a certain manner is a clear breach of the
editorial independence of the ABC.

For it to be done in this public way over such a politically charged
issue makes it all the more improper.

The result has been to place the ABC’s integrity in question and,
indeed, to put the corporation at the centre of the debate — as a subject,
not a participant. It has offered comfort to critics of the ABC on both
sides and disillusioned those who support the ABC precisely because of
its independence. It has done more damage to the ABC than any of the
reporting errors that are claimed to have occurred.

The internal processes of the ABC are established precisely to protect
the ABC from these sorts of sweeping, unsubstantiated claims of bias — and
to ensure that allegations are properly investigated and processes adapted,
if necessary.

The fact that the criticisms from you are unfair and wrong-headed
only compounds the unnecessary attack on the integrity of the ABC and its
staff. &
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Community rallies next
by NSW nurses

Nurses across the Western Sydney
Area Health Service (WSAHS)
will hold midday rallies at seven
hospitals tomorrow, March 18,
at 12 noon, to highlight the fact
that nurse numbers at WSAHS
hospitals and community health
services have dropped to unsafe
levels.

The actions will be at Lithgow,
Katoomba, Penrith, Mount Druitt,
Blacktown and Westmead.

Concerned members of the
community are invited to join the
rally in their area. Off duty nurses
from Portland, Springwood and
Cumberland hospitals and all Western
Sydney community health services
will join the rallies in their area.

NSW Nurses Association
(NSWNA) general secretary, Brett
Holmes, said Western Sydney AHS
nurses have had it and their frustra-
tion with the lack of nurse recruitment
and cuts to beds and services has
boiled over.

“For example, at Lithgow the
emergency department (ED) is short
staffed and up to half of the hospital’s
ward beds are closed due to a failure
to recruit nurses to fill vacancies. The
WSAMHS is also failing to recruit nurse
vacancies at Katoomba Hospital.

“Nepean Hospital at Penrith is

almost on life support itself. There
are 20 full-time-equivalent (FTE)
positions unfilled in the maternity
section alone. Across maternity the
next roster has over 230 shifts vacant
and | am advised the following roster
in April will be worse. This includes
vacancies in the clinic, delivery suite,
ante-natal and post-natal sections.”

Mr Holmes said that there are
also 14.5 vacancies in the Emergency
Department and despite this shortage
the Emergency Department nurses
were being called on to cover short-
ages on other wards. Most other units
also have significant vacancies, yet no
recruitment advertising is being done
outside the WSAHS.

The emergency departments at
Mount Druitt-Blacktown are down
13 FTE nurses, including their vital
clinical-leadership positions of
Clinical Nurse Consultant and Clinical
Nurse Educator.

“The story is the same at all
other hospitals including Westmead
and Auburn.

“l am also advised that 10 mental
health beds have been closed across
the WSAHS. This is ridiculous as
every one knows there is a national
shortage of mental health beds.

“We need to open more beds, not
close them. As a result, community

NSW Nurses Association members protesting outside Sydney parliament, Hiroshima Day 2003.

mental health services across the
AHS are stretched to breaking point;
a situation made worse by the fact
some staffing levels are down by as
much as 50 percent in some com-
munity mental health teams. This is
also putting additional pressure on
emergency departments as mental
health patients are forced to rely on
these facilities.”

Community nursing positions are
also disappearing across the WSAHS
and caseloads are almost impossible
to manage. Most case workers now
have between 40 and 60 patients on
their books, but can only devote about
eight days a month to them because
of the extra time they must spend on
crisis work.

“To make things even worse a

significant shortage of cleaners is
emerging across the WSAHS, which
means hospital cleaning is being pri-
oritised and a lot of areas, including
staff toilets, are not getting done or
done on time.

“The WSAHS really needs an
urgent cash injection and it needs to
start advertising for nurses immedi-
ately,” Mr Holmes said. &

WA public servants rally to save public service

Richard Titelius

On a hot, dry autumn day 2,000
public servants and their support-
ers from around Perth gathered at
the Parliament House to protest
against the government of Liberal
Premier Colin Barnett’s proposals
to privatise various functions of the
state public service and “reform”
the legislation which governs the
conduct of public servants.

The government had sought to
impose this as a “three card trick”
of the Economic Audit Committee
report, Public Sector Reform
Bill and a revised version of
WorkChoices into the state industri-
al relations system in at attempt to
increase the efficiency of the public

service, lower costs and introduce
horizontal flexibility for workers
across the sector.

Community and Public Sector
Union branch secretary Toni
Walkington addressed the rally to
reinforce to members and the com-
munity why they were out there in
front of the state legislature.

He said public servants care
about society and the commu-
nity they live in and reject any
stereotypical public servant bash-
ing which the state Treasurer
Troy Buswell indulges in when he
announced cuts to agency budgets
and the bureaucracy.

“The bureaucracy is about
protecting consumers, ensuring
occupational health safety and

Workers exposed to
asbestos at Pluto project

The Australian Manufacturing
Workers” Union (AMWU) says
workers at Woodside’s Pluto LNG
Project near Karratha have been
exposed to dangerous levels of
asbestos.

AMWU state secretary, Steve
McCartney, said that workers grind-
ing gaskets imported from overseas
last week became suspicious and
demanded that the materials be sent
off for testing.

Tests carried out by the contractor
have confirmed dangerous levels of
brown and white asbestos in fabri-
cation work that has been imported
from overseas.

Eight Monadelphous contractors
have been directly exposed while
grinding gaskets. An unknown
number of employees have been indi-
rectly exposed to levels of ashestos
exceeding Australian safety standards.

“It ‘s outrageous that in the year
2010 Australian workers continue to
have their life expectancy put at risk
due to dangerous levels of asbestos,”
Mr McCartney said.

“This fabrication work should
be carried out in Australia where
our stringent policies would ensure
that workers are not put at risk. The
exportation of this work puts short
term profits ahead of the long term
health and safety of Australians.

“It’s a disgrace that Woodside do
not have checks and balances in place
for imported third world products.”

The AMWU has written to
the company asking for details on
what procedures will be in place to
ensure that no further workers will
be exposed and on what actions will
be taken to ensure the health of the
exposed workers. &

welfare in our workplaces, protect-
ing resources and the environment
and ensuring access to services for
all,” he said.

He said Western Australia
has the highest rate of population
growth in the country and also one
of the most buoyant economies
and that there was no reason to cut
services.

The government recently
announced it was seeking to cut at
least 300 jobs by June 30 this year.

Yet as the Economic Audit
Committee Final Report had
revealed in October 2009, privatisa-
tion was definitely on the agenda to
reduce the cost of providing public
services.

Already various areas of the
public sector are being prepared for
privatisation including Correctional
Services, Vehicle Licensing,
Disability Services Commission,
Main Roads and Forestry. The latter
has already begun with 90 mostly

regional jobs being axed at the
Forest Products Commission.

The CPSU/CSA is currently
considering further industrial action

to progress their demands for
accountability on the governments’
proposals for change to the public
sector. &

Brisbane to rally against
privatisation

A public rally and march was
held in Brisbane last week against the
government’s plans to privatise public
assets. The rally is part of the ongoing
“Queensland Not For Sale” campaign
and is the culmination of a week
of regional rallies held in Innisfail,
Townsville, Mackay, Rockhampton
and Gladstone.

Queensland Council of Unions
general secretary Ron Monaghan
said the rallies were held following
continued community anger about
the asset sales.

“Our recent polling revealed that
9 out of 10 Queenslanders don’t sup-
port privatisation and that 84 percent
think the government does not need

to proceed with its plan.

“The Premier and Treasurer
keep saying there’s no alternative
to privatisation being put forward
but we have said all along that the
government does not need to sell-off
these profit-making assets — that’s the
alternative.”

He said there is more evidence
appearing every day to suggest that
the economic recovery is well on the
rise and that Queensland continues to
exceed expectations in this regard.

“In its recently-released report, the
Commonwealth Grants Commission
has advised the federal government
that Queensland should receive an
increase in its GST distribution of

$545 million extra in just one year
(from 2009-10 to 2010-11). And tak-
ing into consideration the economic
recovery, this could mean GST rev-
enues in subsequent years could be
even higher.”

This contrasts with Treasurer
Fraser’s 2009-10 budget papers report
which assumes a decrease in GST
revenue of a further $3.6 billion over
the period 2010-11 to 2012-13.

“Why does Treasurer Fraser
continue to under-estimate income
such as the GST receipts? The
Commonwealth Grants Commission
report really brings into question the
government’s reasoning all along for
the sell-off.” &
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Privatisation of nature

Anna Pha

The Australian government played

a disgraceful role as a lackey to

US negotiators and corporate

interests in Copenhagen in try-

ing to kill the Kyoto Protocol
on climate change. It is also
dragging its feet in negotiations
for a new UN Protocol or agree-
ment on Biopiracy under the UN

Convention on Biological Diversity

(UNCBD). Later this month, there

will be a critical meeting of Parties

to the Convention, but the silence
from the Australian government
and media is deafening.

The UNCBD is an important
Convention, with significant relevance
to climate change. It has three main
objectives:

e The conservation of biological
diversity — the varieties of plant
and animal life;

 The sustainable use of the
components of biological
diversity;

» The fair and equitable sharing
of the benefits arising out of the
utililisation of genetic resources.

When the UNCBD came into
force in 1993, the Keating Labor gov-
ernment ratified it. The Convention
has one Protocol, the Cartagena
Protocol on Biosafety, which was
adopted in January 2000 and came
into force in September 2003.

One hundred and fifty-seven
countries have ratified the Protocol.
The Howard government refused to
ratify it, and the Rudd Labor govern-
ment has still to sign it. Australia
stands alongside the USA and Canada
as one of three major developed coun-
tries refusing to ratify the Protocol.

“The world’s largest seed and
agrochemical corporations are stock-
piling hundreds of monopoly patents
on genes in plants that the companies
will market as crops genetically engi-
neered to withstand environmental
stresses such as drought, heat, cold,
floods, saline soils, and more. BASF,

Monsanto, Bayer, Syngenta, Dupont

and biotech partners have filed 532

patent documents (a total of 55 patent

families) on so-called ‘climate ready’
genes at patent offices around the

world,” the ETC Group warned in a

communiqué issued in May 2008*.

“In the face of climate chaos
and a deepening world food crisis,
the Gene Giants are gearing up for a
PR offensive to re-brand themselves
as climate saviours. The focus on
so-called climate-ready genes is a
golden opportunity to push genetically
engineered crops as a silver bullet
solution to climate change,” the ETC
Group said.

Most of the genes being referred
to by the ETC Group were acquired
by theft, more commonly referred to
as Biopiracy. Biopiracy involves the
monopolisation by private corporations
of genetic resources and traditional
knowledge or culture taken from indig-
enous peoples and local communities.
Monopoly ownership of these genes
— forms of life — is through patenting
and other forms of privately owned
“intellectual property”.

These corporate giants not only
steal the genes, but also the local
traditional knowledge of the proper-
ties of the various plants and animal
products, the result of breeding and
knowledge acquired over many

generations. These genes are from
plants and animals that have particular
properties that have been identified by
their traditional owners — medicinal;
pest resistant, capable of surviving in
extreme conditions such as drought,
flood, extreme heat or cold; able to
withstand saline soils; etc. The genes
that the corporations are acquiring and
patenting are not scientific inventions,
but forms of life.

The big pharmaceutical and seed
companies are commodifying and
privatising nature. These proprietary
technologies will ultimately con-
centrate corporate power, drive up
costs, inhibit independent research,
and further undermine the rights of
farmers to save and exchange seeds,”
the ETC Group stated.

As the ETC Group points out, the
big seed, pharma and industrial-agri-
cultural corporations plan to exploit
and profit from climate change, by
selling back at high, unaffordable
prices their patented products to
the very people who they stole the
basis of their patents from. It would
not come as a surprise if much of
the climate change assistance from
developed countries is used to fund
the purchase of these products and
ensure the profits of the biopirates.

These same corporations make
huge political donations to govern-
ments and sit at the negotiating
table on climate change, obstructing
progress. They see climate change
as a source of new monopoly, profit-
gouging opportunities for seeds and
other products that are capable of
withstanding the impacts of climate
change. There aim is to have a com-
plete monopoly on plants that can
survive the new conditions.

They are also making millions out
of highly-priced products in the cos-
metic and pharmaceutical industries
based on products acquired through
biopiracy, which the victims of this
theft can also not afford.

The questions of biodiversity and
biopiracy are tightly related to climate
change — both in mitigation of climate
change and adaptation to climate
change. The patented techno-fix seeds
will not provide the adaptation strate-
gies that small farmers need to cope
with climate change. Their extensive
use Kills off diversity.

“Crop diversity also provides
a natural insurance against major
eco-system changes, be it in the wild
or in agriculture, and plays a major
part in ensuring food security. It is
now predicted that genetic diversity
will be most crucial in highly vari-
able environments and those under
human-induced climate change. The
larger the number of different species
or varieties present in ... an ecosys-
tem, the greater the probability that
at least some of them can cope with
changing conditions,” notes Chee Yok
Heong**, a researcher with the Third
World Network.

Negotiations under the
Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) for a new treaty to address
biopiracy began in 2005, following
ten years of persistent demands by
developing countries. The focus on
negotiations is the third objective of
the Biodiversity Convention — “fair
and equitable sharing of the benefits
arising out of the utililisation of
genetic resources”.

These negotiations are significant
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Corporate giants steal the genes from plants and animals that have been identified by their traditional
owners to have particular properties, such as medicinal.

in that representatives of indigenous
and other non-government organisa-
tions have unprecedented rights to
participate in negotiations with the
same rights of access to documents
as governments. Indigenous peoples
have achieved a high level of organi-
sation and representation through
the International Indigenous Forum
on Biodiversity. They are playing
a critical role in the development
of the text for what they hope will
be a new Protocol on Access and
Benefit Sharing to the Biodiversity
Convention — commonly referred to
as a Protocol on Biopiracy.

Australia and a number of other
developed countries have resisted
the adoption of a single agreement
or legally binding treaty on biopiracy,
instead pushing for a political dec-
laration or voluntary guidelines and
other instruments. The outcome of
these negotiations will have a direct
bearing on the ability of developing
countries, in particular, to take action
in response to climate change.

Developing countries and indig-
enous negotiators hope that a draft
text can be finalised at the meeting in
Cartagena, Colombia, later this month.
This would enable its formal adoption
at the high level Conference of Parties
in Nagoya, Japan, in October this year.

The upcoming Cartagena con-
ference is an opportunity for the
Australian government to announce
the government’s ratification of the
Protocol on Biosafety. It should
follow this declaration by doing its
utmost to achieve agreement on the
text for a Protocol on Access and
Benefit Sharing to the Biodiversity
Convention.

Australia should also support
the calls of developing countries
and indigenous peoples to suspend
the granting of all patents on climate
change-related genes and traits.

By taking these small steps, it
would not only be helping to save
millions of lives, but also win the
widespread respect that it needs if it is
to fulfil its aim of a seat on the United
Nations Security Council.

* “Patenting the ‘Climate Genes’
... And Capturing the Climate
Agenda”, May/June 2008,
www.etcgroup.org

**Third World Resurgence, Issue
No 231-232, Nov/Dec 2009,
available from Third World
Network, www.twnside.org.sg
Further reading: Who Owns
Nature?, ETC Group, November
2008, www.etcgroup.org &

New regulations allowing security guards to carry high-cal-
ibre handguns and shotguns is a severe weakening of gun
control. The amendment to NSW state firearms legislation intro-
duced before Christmas gives the NSW Police Commissioner
the power to authorise security guards to carry prohibited fire-
arms. The Greens have failed to overturn the regulation in
Parliament as their motion was voted down by Labor, the Liberals
and Nationals, the Christian Democrats and the Shooters’
Party. Greens MP Lee Rhiannon accused the government of
compromising public safety to win support of the Shooters’
Party. It is no secret that security guards are often attacked
for their weapons which can be sold on the black market.

The welfare-to-work reform implemented by the Howard gov-
ernment failed to achieve its stated objectives. Disability
pensioners, the long-term unemployed and mature-age
unemployed are no better off than they were before. Clare
Martin, the chief executive of the Australian Council of Social
Services said, "Although the figures show there was a small
rise in people with disabilities moving into work, the poli-
cy actually left thousands of people worse off because they
were diverted onto lower levels of payments. It was simply
problem-shifting”. The number of sole parents receiving ben-
efits fell but in many cases they are not better off than before.

Sex abuse of children is a crime and the victims, sometimes
very young children need assistance and counselling. The fig-
ures from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare for
2008-09 indicate that in Victoria about 450 cases of child abuse
involved sexual abuse. The traumatised young children some-
times have to wait up to five months for counselling because
of a funding shortage for these specialised services. Only a
handful of organisations provide state government-funded
counselling for sexually abused children under 12. The longer
children wait for services, the harder it is to deal with the trauma.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is the Chairman of the
ABC, Maurice Newman. Last week he accused the ABC of
“group-think” on the issue of climate change. Newman, a for-
mer stockbroker, investment banker and member of the
Business Council described himself as an “agnostic” on cli-
mate change. Addressing about 250 leading journalists,
program-makers and managers at the ABC Newman urged
them to have “balance” in dealing with climate change dis-
cussions with equal time given to climate-change sceptics.
Newman has a right to his personal opinion on the subject
but it's the ABC’s duty as a public broadcaster to discuss sci-
ence and look at climate change from a scientific point of view.




6 Magazine

The Guardian
March 17 2010

Memory, justice
and the Cuban Five

WT Whitney

Question: with legal remedies exhausted,
will the Cuban Five be forgotten?
Answer: Never, as long as Gerardo,
Ramoén, Antonio, Fernando and René
are not free.

Cuban National Assembly President
Ricardo Alarcon used the title “Please, Read
the Transcripts” for his most recent condem-
nation of the injustice done the Cuban Five.
Those were the words of a jurist advocating
for Sacco and Vanzetti.

Alarcon says the Cuban Five, innocent of
the major charges against them, were arrested
and prosecuted because they knew about
Miami terrorists’ plots and deeds against
Cuba. These groups also were “accustomed
to kill and to threaten people also in Miami.”
Alarcon sees as the root cause of the injus-
tice collusion between the US government
and the terrorists. Washington, intent upon
protecting the status quo, had an interest in
railroading the Cuban Five.

Alarcon knows this by perusal of court
documents. One shows the US District
Attorney offering a pre-trial motion that
requests the court to exclude certain defence
evidence, specifically: “The fight against
terrorism is the motivation of the accused
and motivation should not be aired in front
of the jury.”

Later during the trial, prosecutors made
another motion before Judge Joan Lenard:
“The court is strongly advised that witnesses
exercise their right to base [testimony] on
the Fifth Amendment so that terrorist activi-
ties against Cuba are not made public.” And
Judge Lenard agreed, according to the
record; “The terrorist acts by others cannot
excuse the wrongful and illegal conduct of
this defendant or any other.”

One court document cited by Alarcon
explicitly confirmed a federal judge’s con-
cern that local terrorists not be meddled
with. Sentencing one of the Five, Lenard
ordered that on release from prison “the
defendant is prohibited from associating with
or visiting specific places where individuals
or groups such as terrorists are known to be
or frequent.”

Ongoing media frenzy at the time of the
trial over the Elian Gonzalez case contrib-
uted to injustice by burying facts relating

to terrorism and a skewed judicial process.
Media silence, of course, continues, as
Alarcon has repeatedly pointed out.

So the injustice lives on, and the Cuban
Five are remembered. And the worldwide
solidarity movement on their behalf remains
strong. This month, for example, a multifac-
eted cultural exhibit unfolded in Las Palmas,
Canary Islands, at a gathering of European
and North American lawyers and jurists to
discuss the Five. Displayed at a large hotel
were signed reproductions of paintings by
Cuban supporters of the Five and posters,
cartoons, and caricatures about the prison-
ers. Cuban films were shown, and Cuban
singer Marta Campos gave a concert. The
art came “from the length and breadth of the
planet, from Madrid to Kiev and Stockholm,
from the United States itself to Mexico and
Argentina,” according to rebelion.org.

The assembled lawyers heard from
colleague Inés Miranda, who represents
Aminettou Haidar, emblematic advocate
for Western Saharan independence from
Morocco. Speaking of the trial of the Five,
Miranda declared, “There was no just and
impartial jury, nor was there due process in
this case, in which principles, norms, and
international agreements essential for the
administration of justice were violated.”

In January, from the top of Mt
Aconcagua in Argentina, the “roof of
America”, three mountaineers unfurled a
banner saying: “Obama, Liberate the five
Cuban heroes now!” Multi-national Latin
American gatherings, notably the recent
founding congress of the Community of
Latin American and Caribbean States, have
echoed that call.

However, Cuban Five Prisoner Rene
Gonzalez, interviewed recently by the
BBC, set one big condition for undoing the
injustice visited upon him and the others.
“My generation grew up witnessing years
of aggression coming from the US,” he
explained. “We’re talking about terrorism,
bombings, shootings - so my generation
understands very well that we have the right
to defend Cuba.” He believes, “Nobody in
Cuba would agree to any re-establishing
of normal relations with a country that has
five of their sons in jail for defending the
country.”
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Forbes: crisis hits only

low Income earners

vlad Grinkevich

The current global financial
and economic crisis once again
confirms the fact that during
economic upheavals the rich get
richer and the poor become even
more destitute. Last week Forbes
Magazine carried an updated list
of the world’s wealthiest people.

As of late 2009, the number
of billionaires soared from 793
to 1,011 and their total fortunes
from $2.4 trillion to $3.6 trillion
(all amounts in US dollars). The
number of Russian billionaires
almost doubled, from 32 to 62.

The list’s authors believe
that an increase in the number of
wealthy people highlights the end
of the recession, but it may also sig-
nal the appearance of new bubbles
in the economy.

Mexican telecommunica-
tions king Carlos Slim Helu opens

the list with $53.5 hillion. He is
followed by last year’s leader,
Microsoft founder Bill Gates with
$53 billion and American investor,
businessman, and philanthropist
Warren Buffet with $47 billion.

However, this does not mean
that Gates and Buffet now have less
money than before. On the contrary,
they have both increased their for-
tunes by $13 billion and $10 bil-
lion, respectively.

There have also been some tac-
tical changes in the list of Russian
billionaires. For instance, ONEXIM
Group CEO Mikhail Prokhorov,
who has expanded his fortune
from $9.5 billion to $13.4 billion
in one year, has ceded first place
to Vladimir Lisin with $15.8 bil-
lion. Lisin, who is Chairman of the
Board of Directors at Novolipetsk
Steel (NLMK), came fifth in the
rating only 12 months ago.

Despite the crisis, the list of

billionaires has grown by 200 peo-
ple and their aggregate capital has
expanded by 50 percent. This may
seem paradoxical but only at first
glance. This result was predictable,
if we recall how governments all
over the world have dealt with the
economic crisis.

Anti-crisis measures essentially
implied massive infusion of money
into the economy. The United
States alone spent over $10 trillion.
Against the backdrop of a global
recession, the funding could only
be put to good use on stock and raw
materials markets, leading to the
creation of new financial bubbles.

Consequently, oil prices which
had hit an all-time low of $47 per
barrel in December 2008, now
stand at about $80. Global financial
indices are also climbing steadily.
The Russian stock market grew by
over 100 percent over the course of
20009.

The lists of billionaires and
their countries of residence have
changed. China, which posted a
8.7 percent GDP growth last year
despite the crisis, is now home to
64, rather than 62, billionaires,
ousting Russia from second to third
place. Although Russia has suffered
a harsher blow from the crisis than
most industrial and even devel-
oping countries, it now has 100
percent more billionaires than last
year, regardless of the fact that the
national GDP has plunged by 7.9
percent by late 2009.

The number of Russian billion-
aires correlates with raw materials
prices, primarily oil and metals
prices, Forbes Magazine editor-in-
chief Steve Forbes told RIA Novosti.
The 2009 price slump reduced the
number of Russian billionaires by
50. And now they are back because
of rising raw commodity prices.

Although oil price hikes played

an important role, other factors
should also be considered. Igor
Nikolayev, head of strategic analy-
sis at FBK, one of the first private
auditing firms in Russia, said the
country used the same methods to
fight the crisis as the others, but that
it has achieved better results.

The volume of federal allo-
cations injected by the Russian
government into the economy was
much higher than in Europe and the
US. Forbes tactfully referred to this
as the government’s cooperation
with big business, primarily raw
commaodity companies.

However, even high-ranking
Russian officials have repeatedly
complained that anti-crisis alloca-
tions were either used for stock
market speculation driving share
prices higher using tax payers
money and or deposited in foreign
bank accounts.

RIA Novosti &
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World’s most endangered

primates revealed

Humankind’s closest living relatives — the world’s apes, monkeys,
lemurs and other primates — are on the brink of extinction and in
need of urgent conservation measures according to Primates in Peril:
The World’s 25 Most Endangered Primates, 2008-2010.

The report, compiled by 85 experts from across the world, reveals that
nearly half of all primate species are now in danger of becoming extinct
from destruction of tropical forests, illegal wildlife trade and commercial
bushmeat hunting. The list includes five primate species from Madagascar,
six from Africa, 11 from Asia, and three from Central and South America,
all of which are the most in need of urgent conservation action.

Conservationists want to highlight the plight of species such as the
golden headed langur (Trachypithecus p. poliocephalus), which is found
only on the island of Cat Ba in the Gulf of Tonkin, north-eastern Vietnam,
where just 60 to 70 individuals remain. Similarly, there are thought to be
less than 100 individual northern sportive lemurs (Lepilemur septentri-
onalis) left in Madagascar, and around 110 eastern black crested gibbons
(Nomascus nasutus) in northeastern Vietnam.

The list has been drawn up by primatologists working in the field
who have first-hand knowledge of the causes of threats to primates.

“This report makes for very alarming reading and it underlines the
extent of the danger facing many of the world’s primates,” says report
editor Dr Christoph Schwitzer, advisor to the IUCN/SSC Primate
Specialist Group and Head of Research at the Bristol Conservation
and Science Foundation. “We hope it will be effective in drawing
attention to the plight of each of the 25 species included. Support and
action to help save these species is vital if we are to avoid losing these
wonderful animals forever.”

Almost half (48 percent) of the world’s 634 primate species are clas-
sified as threatened with extinction on the IUCN Red List of Threatened
Species™. The main threats are habitat destruction, particularly from
the burning and clearing of tropical forests (which results in the release
of around 16 percent of the global greenhouse gases causing climate
change), the hunting of primates for food, and the illegal wildlife trade.

“The results from the most recent IUCN assessment of the world’s
mammals indicate that primates are among the most endangered ver-
tebrate groups,” says Dr Russell Mittermeier, Chair of the ITUCN/
SSC (Species Survival Commission) Primate Specialist Group and
President of Conservation International. “The purpose of our Top 25
list is to highlight those that are most at risk, to attract the attention of
the public, to stimulate national governments to do more, and especially
to find the resources to implement desperately-needed conservation
measures. \We want governments to commit to these measures when they
gather in Japan in October. We have the resources to address this crisis,
but so far, we have failed to act.”

Despite the gloomy assessment, conservationists point to the success
in helping targeted species recover. In Brazil, the black lion tamarin
(Leontopithecus chrysopygus) was down listed to Endangered from
Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List, as was the golden lion
tamarin (Leontopithecus rosalia) in 2003, as a result of three decades
of conservation efforts involving numerous institutions, many of which
were zoos. Populations of both animals are now well-protected but remain
very small, indicating an urgent need for reforestation to provide new
habitat for their long-term survival.

Primates in Peril: The World’s 25 Most Endangered Primates,
2008-2010 has been compiled by the Primate Specialist Group of IUCN’s
SSC and the International Primatological Society (IPS), in collaboration
with Conservation International (Cl).

The World’s 25 Most Endangered Primates: 2008-2010, by region:

Madagascar
Greater Bamboo Lemur (Prolemur simus)
Gray-headed Lemur (Eulemur cinereiceps)
clater’s Black Lemur/Blue-Eyed Black Lemur (Eulemur flavifrons)
Northern sportive lemur (Lepilemur septentrionalis)

« Silky Sifaka (Propithecus candidus)
Africa

« Rondo Dwarf Galago (Galagoides rondoensis)

« Roloway Guenon (Cercopithecus diana roloway)

¢ Tana River Red Colobus (Procolobus rufomitratus)

¢ Niger Delta Red Colobus Monkey (Procolobus epieni)

Kipunji Rungwecebus Kipunji

Cross River Gorilla (Gorilla gorilla diehli)
Asia

« Siau Island Tarsier (Tarsius tumpara)

Javan Slow Loris (Nycticebus javanicus)
Simakobu or Pig-Tailed Snub-Nose Langur (Simias concolor)
Delacour’s Langur (Trachypithecus delacouri)
Golden-headed Langur or Cat Ba Langur (Trachypithecus p.
poliocephalus)
Western Purple-faced Langur Trachypithecus (Semnopithecus
vetulus nestor)
Grey-shanked Douc Monkey (Pygathrix cinerea)
Tonkin Snub-nosed Monkey (Rhinopithecus avunculus)
Eastern Black Crested Gibbon (Nomascus nasutus)
Western Hoolock Gibbon (Hoolock hoolock)
Sumatran Orangutan (Pongo abelii)

Central and South America

 Cotton-top Tamarin (Saguinus oedipus)

¢ Variegated or Brown Spider Monkey (Ateles hybridus)

¢ Peruvian Yellow-tailed Woolly Monkey (Oreonax flavicauda)
Species Survival Commission for the Conservation of Nature &

From Madagascar the Greater Bamboo Lemur.

From Colombia the Cotton-top Tamarin.

MORT D' WHALE
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Greece: 4th strike 1In a mont

On March 11 the streets in 68 cities
and towns were rivers swollen with
anger as employees, youth, women
and pensioners demonstrated with
PAME (AIll Workers Militant
Front).

It had been the 4th strike in a
period of a month which, part of the
people’s mass participation against
the government’s austerity meas-
ures. Tens of thousands of people
protested against the severe cuts and
tax measures which were initiated by
big capital and voted for by the social
democrat government of PASOK
along with the nationalist LAOS while
they are also supported by the liberals
of New Democracy and the Hellenic
Federation of Enterprises.

The class oriented forces fought
one more hard battle against intimida-
tion launched by the employers and
their parties that enriched the militant
experience of the working people.
Many people managed to overcome
their hesitations and went on strike
for the first time.

Once again, the strike demonstra-
tion of PAME has been much bigger
than that organised by the leaderships
of the yellow trade unions confedera-
tions of GSEE and ADEDY. Once
again the strikers turned their back
on the yellow trade unionists.

Both with the preparation of the
strike as well as the planning for the
next period consolidated the need
for the organisation of the working
class. In addition, they made clear to
broad segments of the popular strata
that the repulsion of the attack will
not be accomplished through one
demonstration or in one day. Besides,
this is the fear of plutocracy: the fact
that the thousands of employees,
battle-hardened through the multiform
mobilisations of PAME, constitute
an important basis not only for the
resistance of the working class but
also for its counterattack.

And the reason is that they join a
struggle that does not turn against a
government or a mere law but against
the very capitalist development that
serves the multinational companies,
namely against the heart of the prob-
lem and not merely against some
aspects of the problem.

Once again, PAME fought for the
picketing of the strike in big factories
and plants whose production they
paralysed beginning at dawn. In addi-
tion, ports, airports, and metro stations
froze while in Athens the city railway
operated for a few hours so as workers
could take part in the demonstration.

Vasilis Petropoulos, member of
the Executive Secretariat of PAME
who was the main speaker of the
strike and rally, said: “There is no
national risk; no national duty calls
the workers to sacrifice their rights;
there is only the greed of the capital-
ists for profit”

Aleka Papariga, General Secretary
of the CC of KKE (Communist Party)
said in the mass media: “Do not trust
the declarations of the government.
Do not trust the employer-led forces.
They lie; they intimidate workers,
they expect them to stop struggling
S0 as to promote worse measures. The
worst is to come. Thus it is necessary
to continue and escalate the struggle.”

The demonstrations were very
powerful. When the mass blocks
passed in front of the offices of the
Hellenic Federation of Enterprises
workers threw red paint which sym-
bolised that their profits are dripping
with workers’ blood. Earlier in the
week the chairman of the Federation
had made provocative statements that
in Greece “industrialists are the only
ones who have made sacrifices”.

The mobilisation of striking
workers met with the block of the
redundant employees of the privatised
airline Olympic Air who have not
received any compensation for their

dismissal and have been blocking
Panepistimiou Street, the most central
road in Athens, for the last eight days
demanding the right to work.

PAME has been by their side
supporting them since the very first
moment. The government and capital
demanded that they end the sit in and
even mobilised procurators.

The various forms of mobilisa-
tions of workers will continue over
the next period highlighting that the
workers will make no sacrifices for
the profits of the plutocracy; that was
the clear message sent by the March
11 strike. &

Cop pleads guilty to
murder cover-up during Katrina

Tim Wheeler

Fighters for justice welcomed
the guilty plea by a New Orleans
police lieutenant on February 24
that he spearheaded a massive
cover-up of the police shooting of
six unarmed Black civilians as they
walked across the Danziger Bridge
on September 4, 2005, in the wake
of Hurricane Katrina.

“I’m happy the case has finally
come to this stage,” said Sakura
Kone, a grassroots activist in the
battle to rebuild New Orleans. “I’'m
glad it’s out in the public light.
Here in New Orleans we’ve known
this was a police cover-up since it
happened.”

Kone credited the courageous
stand taken by the families of those
slain and wounded that “kept the
case alive.” They debunked the rac-
ist lies that the seven police offic-
ers, all white, had been fired upon
and returned fire in self defence that
day.

At the time, the shooting
shocked the nation since it coincid-
ed with KKK-style vigilante actions
aimed at blocking an exodus of
mostly African American evacuees
fleeing the flooded city.

Killed in the police fusillade
was Ronald Madison, 40, a devel-
opmentally disabled man who was
on his way to his brother’s dentist
office. Police shot him four times in

the head. Police also shot to death
James Brissette, 19, who was walk-
ing with his family at the base of
the bridge in search of a grocery
store.

Four others were seri-
ously wounded including Susan
Bartholomew, who lost her arm due
to police gunshot wounds. Police
shot her husband in the head. Jose
Holmes, 23, sustained gunshot
wounds to his stomach and wore a
colostomy bag for years.

The families of the victims
crowded the courtroom on February
24 as the officer, Lieutenant
Michael Lohman, admitted that he
had been assigned to orchestrate
the cover-up including drafting a
bogus 17 page report and coaching
the other officers so their alibis had
a single narrative. He admitted that
another police officer “planted a
handgun” beside one of the victims
to buttress the lie that the police
had come under fire. Lohman
admitted he made sure the firearm
was “clean” and could not be traced
back to the police.

Asked by the prosecutor if he
“knew that the civilians on the
bridge had not actually possessed
guns,” Lohman nodded and told the
court, “Yes, sir.”

After the hearing, Dr Romel
Madison said his brother was
shot by police just yards from his
dentist office. At the scene, police

handcuffed another brother, Lance
Madison, and charged him with
attempted murder. Those charges
were later thrown out by a judge.

Dr Madison told reporters, “We
have some kind of closure. The
people of New Orleans should be
relieved that there is still justice.”

Kone cautioned that Lohman,
will not be sentenced until May 26
and indictment of the other officers
involved in the shooting has not
been announced.

Kone linked the police brutal-
ity to the continuing crisis of New
Orleans as the fifth anniversary of
Katrina approaches. “More than
200,000 evacuees have not returned
home,” Kone said. “The essentials
for people to provide for them-
selves are denied. Living wage
jobs, affordable housing, health care
and education are all non-existent.”

A group of billionaires,
descended from slave owners,
members of the so-called “Boston
Club” have a master plan for New
Orleans, Kone said: “A smaller
footprint, reduced population, less
working class, less Black.”

De-populating New Orleans’
overwhelmingly African American
Lower 9th Ward is also key to
their scheme to turn Louisiana
from “Blue to Red” (Democrat to
Republican) he charged.

People’s World &

Pinera declares
state of disaster
IN central Chile

Chilean President Sebastian Pifiera
declared a state of disaster last
week in the O’Higgins (central)
region, after a 7.2-magnitude
aftershock jolted the nation and
provoked alarm in the midst of his
inauguration.

Seven presidents and other
international guests were waiting for
Pifiera at Parliament, where in the
early morning Chile’s new legisla-
tors were sworn in. Shortly before
the ceremony began, those attending
the ceremony felt the first and most
powerful of 12 tremors that have
shaken central Chile.

In a swift decision motivated by
the tsunami alert decreed by Naval
authorities and civil defence, the
newly sworn-in Chilean president
decided to suspend the inaugural
lunch, abruptly ending the official
activities.

Pifiera decided to extend the
disaster area to the sixth region of
Rancagua (central-south), the epicen-
tre of the latest tremor, and went there
to personally observe the damage.

After the morning aftershock,
further seismic movements were
detected, of 4.9, 5.0 and 5.4-magni-
tude on the Richter scale, southwest
of Santiago de Chile, at depths of
35-43 kilometres.

Since the 8.8-magnitude earth-
quake that rocked the South American
nation, 268 aftershocks have been
recorded.

Rancagua, Maule, and Bio Bio are
the three regions where the Chilean
armed forces have joined with civil-
ian authorities to ensure public order
and assistance to earthquake victims.
Granma @

A DANCE FOR CHILE

A fundraising event for the people of Chile

Saturday 10th April £

Sydney Town Hall

George Street, Sydney

6:30 pm until late

A vibrant showpiece of latino music & dance in support of the
victims of the earthquake and reconstruction in Chile featuring
the best musicians & dancers of the Australian Latin World.

Spectacular dance floor shows by:

| Latin Dance Australia | Latin Motion | Brazilian Fantasy
| Modus Vivendi | Salsa Suave | Buena Vista Dance
| Tangueros | Tango Conca | Tango Spirit | Dance Tango

Dance to the hot tunes of the 14 piece band

“Sydney Salsa All Stars”

Entry fee: $20

All monies raised will be sent to Chile through
the International Humanitarian Aid Agency - APHEDA
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Truth Iin labelling: EU court
challenges *

Phon van den Biesen
& Adri Nieuwhof

On February 25, the European
Court of Justice ruled that imports
manufactured in Israeli settle-
ments in the occupied West Bank
shouldn’t benefit from a trade
agreement between lIsrael and
the European Union. The ruling
follows protests of Israel’s export
of products from the illegal settle-
ments in the Occupied Palestinian
Territories (OPT) to the EU and
Switzerland labelled as “Made
in Israel.” Products labelled as
such benefit from favourable
import taxes under the EU-Israel
Association Agreement of 2000.
European parliamentarians,
nongovernmental organisations and
consumers in France, the UK, the
Netherlands and Switzerland have
continuously protested the labelling
of products from Israeli settlements
ranging from agricultural produce to
Ahava cosmetics as “Made in Israel.”
Israel’s settlements in the OPT
and the occupied Golan Heights
violate the Fourth Geneva Convention,
which prohibits the occupying power
from deporting or transferring parts
of its civilian population into the
territory it occupies. In its 2004
Advisory Opinion on Israel’s wall
in the occupied West Bank, the
International Court of Justice (ICJ)
confirmed that “the Israeli settlements
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
(including East Jerusalem) have been

established in breach of international
law.”

In January 2005, the Official
Journal of the European Union
informed importers that the
preferential treatment provided by
the EU-Israel Association Agreement
will be refused to goods whose origin
is in the OPT. A precedent was set
in 2004 when German customs
authorities excluded products from
the Israeli company Soda-Club Ltd,
which manufactures in the Mishor
Adumin settlement in the occupied
West Bank.

However, Brita, the German
importer of Soda-Club supplies,
contested the decision. The EU’s
Court of Justice was asked by the
German court dealing with this issue
if the goods manufactured in the
OPT are covered by the EU-Israel
Agreement as the Israeli customs
authority claims.

In response the EU Court of
Justice declared last month “that
products originating in the West Bank
do not fall within the territorial scope
of that agreement and do not therefore
qualify for preferential treatment
under that agreement.” In other words,
the court confirmed the obvious and
ruled that the occupied territories
cannot legally be considered to be
part of the State of Israel.

According to the court, goods
certified by the Israeli authorities
as originating in Israel can receive
preferential treatment only if
they have been manufactured in

Made In Israel”

Ahava cosmetics — one of the offending products made in illegal settlements in Occupied Palestinian
Territories labeled as “Made in Israel”.

Israel proper. Under the EU-Israel
Agreement, the court added, Israeli
authorities are obliged to provide
sufficient information to enable the
member states to determine the real
origin of its exported products.

The Court of Justice’s decision
vindicates the call of the UK
Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs for more
transparent labelling of produce
grown in the OPT. The UK authority
stated on December 10, 2009 that

Big voter turnout Iin

Susan Webb

Iraqi voters turned out heavily in
the national elections, despite an
upsurge of violence leading up to
the balloting. Iraqg’s Independent
High Electoral Commission said
that on the election day turnout
reached 62 percent. That does
not include several days of
early voting. Results are still to be
announced.

The Aswat al-Iraq (Voices of
Irag) news agency reported that the
March 7 parliamentary elections
were the largest ever held in Iraq,
with 19 million eligible voters in all
of Irag’s 18 provinces.

They were electing 325 mem-
bers of Parliament who will govern
Iraq for the next four years, as the
country emerges from US military
occupation. Attacks in Baghdad
and elsewhere on the morning of
the elections left over 30 people
killed and 32 others wounded.

This followed weeks of stepped up
violence.

Iragi politicians from left to
right had warned that the attacks
were aiming to intimidate voters
and “render the country’s political
process altogether a failure,” as
one media commentator told Aswat
al-Iraq.

Judging by the turnout, how-
ever, the majority refused to be
intimidated.

Conservative Sunni leaders,
some linked to Baathists, who had
organised a boycott of the parlia-
mentary elections four years ago,
this time ran on various slates and
assailed the violence, as did con-
servative Shiite Islamists.

Although the voting appeared to
have gone relatively smoothly, the
results will be marred by the prob-
lematic election law adopted after
months of wrangling. The law’s
provisions favour the currently
dominant political groupings and
make it more difficult than previ-
ously for smaller slates to win seats
in Parliament. In fact, the votes
for those smaller slates that do not
meet the threshold are redistributed
to the dominant parties.

Irag’s Communist Party and
other groups had fought for a more
even-handed election process, and
assailed the law as undemocratic.
Nevertheless, the Communists said
building democracy in Irag would
require continuing struggle, and
the party waged an active election
campaign, leading a left People’s
Unity slate with several other small
parties. A rally by the Communist-
led slate at an outdoor stadium in
Baghdad drew some 15,000 cheer-
ing, banner-waving participants.

A few prominent slates, draw-
ing on big financial resources, are
expected to wind up with the most
seats in Parliament. They include:
 Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s

State of Law slate, which
includes his Shiite Islamic Dawa
party and others;

« the Shiite Islamic Iragi National
Alliance, which includes the
Supreme Islamic Iragi Council,
Moqtada al-Sadr’s group and
others;

« the Iragi National Movement/
Iragiya slate headed by former
Prime Minister lyad Allawi,
which includes a number of
Sunni figures and groups;

lraq

» the Kurdish Alliance, which
includes the two long-standing
ruling Kurdish parties.

Some combination of these,
aligned with other slates, will deter-
mine who the next prime minister
will be.

Every one of them has pre-
sented itself as a national, rather
than a religious or sectarian-based,
coalition. They have focused on
their technocratic, secular and
even academic qualifications, put
forward similar slogans and prom-
ises, and made no mention of their
religious or sectarian agendas. This
reflects the Iraqi public’s increas-
ing rejection of religious candidates
and programs and sectarian-based
politics. This trend was demon-
strated strongly in last year’s pro-
vincial elections. The driving force
has been mass anger over militia
violence, corruption, and failure to
improve daily living conditions and
economic life.

In Najaf, in heavily Shiite
southern Irag, candidate Samad
Saheb, from the Popular Unity
slate, noted this shift in public
sentiment.

“The past failures have kept
them away from the religious par-
ties, and stimulated them to look
for confidence in secular and left-
ist parties,” he told a reporter for
Nigash. “The change will not be
total, because of the re-emergence
of sectarian tendencies immediately
before the start of the electoral
campaign but it will certainly be
clear.”

People’s World &

EU law requires such labelling and
recommended that products labelled
as “Produce from the West Bank”
should indicate whether it is “Israeli
settlement produce” or “Palestinian
produce.”

The UK agency and the EU
court decisions are indicative of the
fast-growing international boycott,
divestment and sanctions movement
-- more consumers are choosing
not to buy products from the Israeli
settlements. Consumers want to be
informed of the true origin of goods
and this right is enshrined in EU
law. Directive 2005/29/EC on unfair
business-to-consumer practices
in the internal European market
clearly states that such practices are
prohibited, including misleading
consumers about a product’s origin.

The EU court’s ruling is a
welcome contribution to holding
Israel accountable to international

law. However, EU member states
must enforce this ruling and similar
stipulations in their national laws --
such as the Netherlands’ provisions
for the labelling of food products
(article 5 g and article 20 of the
Warenwet Commodities Act) and
provisions in Dutch Civil Code.
Consumers in the EU and Switzerland
have sufficient laws and protections
to enable them to hold companies
accountable for importing products
from the illegal Israeli settlements
in the OPT and the occupied Golan
Heights under the false label “Made
in Israel.”

Phon van den Biesen is Attorney
at Law in Amsterdam, the
Netherlands.

Adri Nieuwhof is an independent
consultant and human rights
advocate based in Switzerland.
The Electronic Intifada &

“Britain’s supermarkets
should hang their head

INn shame”

“Britain’s supermarkets should
hang their heads in shame,” the
Unite union’s deputy general
secretary, Jack Dromey said last
week, welcoming the damning
indictment by the Equalities and
Human Rights Commission, in a
forensic report into exploitation,
undercutting and discrimina-
tion in the 88,000-strong meat
industry, supplying red and white
meat products to the nation’s
supermarkets.

Mr Dromey continued:
“Supermarkets have driven down
costs along their supply chain with
tens of thousands of workers paying
the price, suffering discrimination and
unfair treatment. A two-tier labour
market has been created exploiting
migrant agency workers on poorer
conditions of employment and under-
cutting directly-employed workers on
better conditions of employment.”

He said that that divides work-
forces and damages social cohesion in
local communities. “Unite has fought
for equal treatment of all workers and
we welcome the call from the EHRC

for workers doing the same job to be
paid the same.”

Turning to the wider evidence of
shocking abuse, Jack Dromey said
“The EHRC report exposes labour
practices in the supermarket supply
chain that are an affront to human
decency — physical and verbal abuse,
a lack of health and safety protec-
tion, shameful treatment of pregnant
women and a culture of fear. The
report says, and rightly so, that there
are reputable employers but they are
undercut by the rogues.

“The customers of Britain’s
supermarkets demand high standards
and fair trade. All workers should be
treated with respect. And there should
be no second class citizen in 21st
Century Britain.

“The EHRC is right to chal-
lenge all those with responsibil-
ity to act,” Mr Dromey concluded.
“Supermarkets, suppliers, employ-
ment agencies, government, enforce-
ment agencies and trade unions, we
must all work together. We will be at
the table rising to the challenge posed
by this landmark Inquiry.” &
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“Free market”
insulation mess

I do feel sorry for the people who
got caught up in the roof insulation
scheme. Sounded like a good idea:
was a good idea. What happened
afterwards is generally referred
to as “let the free market decide”.

And the free market did. Ripping
off the state, ripping off the custom-
ers, ripping off the suppliers, leaving
a trail of disasters that the state (and
we the taxpayers) have to fix!

No matter what, it all comes down
to private profits at the expense of the
public purse. It is called capitalism
and the sooner the majority of people
realise that it’s a corrupt system in
itself, the better off they’Il be.

T Southern
Brisbane

Incitement to violence

The Urban Assault Skirmish outfit
that came into prominence after a
story on TV about a Queensland
school renting out its premises for
this military children’s game has
caused a lot of publicity, especially

after the violent attack on a teen-
ager in a Queensland school yard.

I did not see the story on TV and
decided to Google it. The company
sells its violent games as “fun games”
which will help children fight obesity
and have a really good time (“killing”
each other with real-looking weapons,
wearing fatigues and war paint, etc).
The company itself is out there to
make money. They charge $25-$30
a person and may think they are
providing a service to community.

That, however, is their opinion.
What is very upsetting is the attitude
of parents and school principals who
allow the use of school grounds for
these war games. | know that schools
are under-funded but it does not
mean that school grounds should be
associated with such violence.

It is already enough of a problem
as it is. Parents should think very
carefully when they allow their
children to be engaged in something
like urban assault skirmishes. The
argument that children now play more
violent games on their computers
doesn’t hold water — as adults and
parents it is our responsibility to see
what they are up to.

Lack of exercise and obese
children — get them (and yourself) off
the couch and do some bushwalking,
swimming, rowing, etc. Bond with
your children, as they say nowadays.
In other words, spend some time with
your own kids instead of palming
them off to some money grubbing
guys with guns.

Mati English
Sydney

PALM SUNDAY
Rally for Peace

2  .:_ 0
Parramattajl2.30 pm

Seak out for Peace
in a time of threat

Dialogue for peace in Afghanistan!
Urgent action on global warming!

i
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Democracy - not war - for Iran! > .%
Amphitheatre at Parramatta Town Hall el o

Cult

by
Frank Cha

Poverty
and the

responsibility

of government

Over a decade ago the CPUSA’s Victor Perlo
wrote, in his definitive work on Economics
of Racism, that: “Poverty is a fully logical
feature of capitalism, more completely
than in earlier exploitative societies...”
Why “more completely”? Because under
capitalism the labour power of the worker
is subject to the vicissitudes of the market
like any other commodity. By and large
workers have no right to be employed at
a liveable wage that would allow them to
subsist above the poverty level.

With the era of deregulation, ushered in by
President Reagan and the ultra right, there was
also deindustrialisation that created rust bowls
throughout the industrial heartland of the US.
Massive movements of capital further aggra-
vated uneven, regional economic development
patterns that led to the creation of new pockets
of poverty and unprecedented urban deteriora-
tion in formerly industrial areas.

The plant closings of basic industries
brought about a dramatic decrease of the tax
base for city governments thus leading to the
closing of public schools, hospitals and cut
backs in municipal services. Whole working
class neighbourhoods, in areas like Detroit,
were turned into ghost towns of dilapidated

buildings. In every major city one encountered
untold numbers of abandoned buildings in virtu-
ally every block.

Looking at these regions today (after
nearly 40 years of trade liberalisation, corporate
welfare in the form of tax cuts and globalisa-
tion) over 25 percent of the nation’s counties
per-capita income is half the national average.
Today the number of counties falling below the
national average in terms of per-capita income is
increasing; and of course so is unemployment,
depressed wages and growing dependency on
government transfer payments. Particularly hit
by this economic distress are areas located in the
major industrial centres, in timber, agricultural,
mineral and energy resources and regions of
the Deep South, the eastern coal belt and along
our borders.

The US Census Bureau released in
November, 2009 a report on poverty, health-
care insurance and unemployment. This report
covers the period 2007-2008 and makes the
following points:

That there are 39,108,422 people living in
poverty in the US. States with the largest cit-
ies are of course the hardest hit. eg California
has 4,781,201, New York 2,595,816, Florida
2,375,225, Ohio 1,489,314, Pennsylvania

1,454,240, Michigan 1,402,738 and Georgia
1,388,959 people living in dire poverty.

13,240,870 people who live in poverty are
under 18. Also living in poverty are 8,549,526
who are five to 17 years old and 4,369,698 who
are under the age of five.

Many of those who live in poverty are
without health insurance, and this is particularly
true of the unemployed. From 2007-2008 health
insurance increased to 10.8 percent and 21.3 mil-
lion persons for non-Hispanic Whites from 10.4
percent and 20.5 million persons in 2007. There
were 7.3 million uninsured African Americans
in 2008 which was a decrease from 8.1 million
in 2007. From 2007-2008 the number of Whites
uninsured remained at about 14.6 million. This
gives a total of 43.2 million uninsured men,
women and children. It is estimated that about
46,000 will die this year because they can’t
afford to buy health insurance.

Unemployment just dropped below 10 per-
cent but for African Americans over 20 years
of age its up by 17.6 percent. Representative
Chellie Pingree, Maine’s First District Democrat
made this comment: “...Instead of bailing out
the big banks and Wall Street firms that got us
into this mess, we need to focus on the small
businesses that actually create jobs in this

country. | was pleased that the President last
week proposed redirecting money from the
TARP program toward community banks to
make it easier for them to lend to businesses.
But there is much more that needs to be done
to create jobs...across the country.”

These conditions cry out for a people’s full
employment program. Otherwise poverty will
increase and working class families will sink
deeper and deeper into the mire of social misery.
We are not a nation of small shop keepers so
while getting the banks to release loans to small
businesses will create some jobs it will fall far
short of the kind of massive government funded
jobs creation programs needed. Dean Baker,
director of the Centre for Economic Policy
correctly noted that we have an unemployment
crisis “...because billionaire investors are able
to buy their way into and control the public
debate...”

In the last eight years we have seen one of
the most massive transfers of wealth from the
working masses to the wealthy few in the history
of our country, consequently economic reforms
must be focused on jobs and job creation as well
as instituting anti-trust measures and bringing
an end to the rule of the Wall Street barons.
Political Affairs &
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Rob Gowland
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ABC & SBS
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Sun 21 March -
Sat 27 March

asily the most popular painter

whose works are on display in
Britain’s National Gallery is William
Turner. “Twas not always so. Indeed,
there was a time in the middle of the
19" century when Turner’s work was
derided by critics and public alike.

The nineteenth century was the
time of Britain’s imperial supremacy.
The ruling class was comfortable in
its position, despite all the new inven-
tions and discoveries of the period.

As the industrial revolution
advanced, so did education — and
slums and poverty. Social reformers
were active, and they had a lot to be
active about. Turner, from a poor
background, was much influenced by
social reformers.

He could have made a comfort-
able living painting pretty, patriotic
scenes for the great houses of the
ruling class and those of the middle
class who aped them. These people,
like the conservatives of the art
establishment, including the Royal
Academy, thought art should “look
like things”. Turner did not.

He painted with vigour, applying
paint not just with his brush but with
his finger nails, if need be. He com-
memorated Wellington’s victory over
Napoleon at Waterloo with a painting
of the piled up British dead.

He painted The Slave Ship, the
work that is the centre piece of this
week’s episode of Simon Schama’s
Power Of Art (ABC2 Sunday
March 21 at 7.30pm, repeated
ABCL1 on Sunday March 28 at
3.30pm), as a contribution to the
anti-slavery campaign of the time.
It was possibly the work’s overt
ideological content that helped make
the establishment take such a dislike
to it. They hated it, and they used
every means to attack it and Turner.

Today, it is a renowned mas-
terpiece, and Turner — certainly in
Schama’s view — is the greatest
British painter of the 19th century.

Serial Killers are fast becoming

a commodity in oversupply
on television, but the three-part serial
Whitechapel (ABC1 Friday March
26 at 8.30 pm) resurrects the story
of the notorious “Jack the Ripper”
for an ingenious modern take on the
historical story.

A “Ripperologist” who conducts
tours of Whitechapel for tourists
interested in the Ripper’s real locale,
points out to the police that a recent
murder is identical in every detail
to the Ripper’s first. He is met with
scorn, but Detective Inspector Joseph
Chandler, a new “fast-tracked” DI,
is intrigued. After all, they have no
other clues.

When another murder occurs,
also copying one of the Ripper’s
killings, the police must take the
idea of a copy-cat Ripper seriously.

The mixing of the historical
facts with the modern-day police
mystery, cutting neatly between the
two, is very well handled by director
SJ Clarkson.

According to the credits, the
serial was “written and created” by
Ben Court and Caroline Ip. Wouldn’t
“written by” on its own have served
as well? If there are lots of episodes
in a series, the writers of individual
episodes are very often not the person

Stephen Walker’s

A Boy Called Alex
(ABC2 Wednesday
March 24 at 8.30pm)
a documentary study
of 17-year-old
schoolboy

Alex Stobbs.

who created the series. But there are
only three episodes here.

Chandler, the new and inexperi-
enced DI with friends in high places,
is played by Rupert Penry-Jones, cast
to type as an upper-class toff thrown
in amongst experienced working class
coppers. The team resent Chandler
being parachuted in on top of them,
especially DS Ray Miles (played by
the reliable although often frenzied-
looking Phil Davis).

The first episode is excellent
which promises well for the rest of
the series.

he fatally ill artist — whether

painter or musician — used to
be a Hollywood cliché, but in Stephen
Walker’s A Boy Called Alex (ABC2
Wednesday March 24 at 8.30 pm)
documentary study of 17-year-old
schoolboy Alex Stobbs, the cliché
becomes grimly real. Alex, a student
at Eton on a scholarship, has cystic
fibrosis.

The struggle to keep him alive
involves more than fifty tablets a day,
a daily cocktail of drugs pumped into

him through a tube in his abdomen,
a nurse, paid for by the school, who
comes every day to attend him, con-
stant physio, and more.

A musical prodigy who has been
playing the piano since he was three,
Alex wants to conduct Bach’s great
choral work The Magnificat before
an audience of 500 in Eton’s school
chapel.

He’s a likable lad, who clearly
has tremendous musical talent but as
Walker’s film follows Alex through
rehearsals (he knows what he wants),
accompanies him on hospital visits,
and interviews his family, school
friends, teachers and doctors, you
wonder how he manages to keep his
spirits up.

But keep them up he does, and
the film deserves its accolade of
“inspiring”.

usic is also the subject of
the American documen-
tary They Came To Play (ABC2
Sunday March 21 at 8.30pm,
repeated ABC1 Sunday March 28
at 4.30pm), an entertaining account

of the International Piano Competition
for Outstanding Amateurs.

This event is held every four
years under the auspices of the Van
Cliburn Foundation in Fort Worth,
Texas. Van Cliburn himself opens
the competition and at the end pays
tribute to the competitors, acclaiming
them as “soldiers of beauty”.

It was the American pianist Van
Cliburn, of course, who electrified
us all when he won the Moscow
Tchaikovsky Competition, way back
when. One of the competitors here, an
émigré from the USSR, says of Van
Kliburn’s fame: “In the old Soviet
Union, even in Russia today, you
could put someone in the centre of
Moscow and if they asked anyone
‘who is Van Kliburn’, that person
could tell them. I doubt you could
do that in the middle of New York!”

The contestants are many and
varied, but the film is consistently
charming, warm, uplifting and enjoy-
able. Seldom has the communion of
music been made so visible. &
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Garib fire survivors call for
justice and a safe Industry

- 110

Following a horrific factory fire that
killed 21 employees of a garment factory
in Bangladesh, the factory workers are
demanding swift reforms, a criminal
investigation and compensation for the
victims. Support these workers’ demands
by writing to the government of Bangladesh
and international fashion brands sourcing
from this factory.

On February 25, 2010, 21 workers died
when the Garib & Garib Sweater Factory in
Gazipur, Bangladesh, caught fire for the second
time in six months.

The death toll in the Bangladeshi garment
industry since 2000 now stands at 230. Given
widespread knowledge of the safety hazards in
the garment factories in Dhaka, failure to act
amounts to criminal negligence.

What happened?

A government-authorised probe into the
cause of the fire said the fire was started by an
electric short-circuit on the second floor of the
factory. It quickly spread to the other floors filled
with inflammable materials such as wool threads
and other goods. Lasting nearly two hours, the
fire created a thick black smoke and consumed
the oxygen in the air, suffocating the workers.

The smoke could not escape because of poor
ventilation and the presence of unauthorised
sheet metal structures that were being used
for storage of highly inflammable materials
on the roof of the building. Workers could not
escape because exits were locked and materials
blocked the stairways. The factory’s fire-fighting
equipment was “virtually useless”, according
to the Dhaka Fire Service and Civil Defence,
and reportedly none of the security guards on
duty knew how to operate fire extinguishers
and hydrants.

On March 7, families of the deceased work-
ers received 200,000 Taka (approximately 2,085
Euro) in compensation. The injured workers
have been admitted to several hospitals in the
Dhaka area. There is no news yet about whether
these first steps will be followed by further
compensation measures, as 200,000 Taka is
not sufficient.

Further compensation is needed in the longer
term for both the seriously injured workers and
the families of the deceased workers. The factory

these companies to respond to the needs of the
workers and their families, and urge all buyers to
ensure a longer term approach is taken regarding
financial compensation which involves unions
and workers’ organisations.

The fact that H&M denies that structural
safety problems existed at Garib & Garib is
worrisome, however. They say that their October
2009 audit found there were clearly marked
escape routes and emergency exits, as well as
fire extinguishers.

The inadequacy of the audit system could
not be more clearly demonstrated. It has been
the criticism from the labour movement for the
last decade that the audit system fails to detect
lack of compliance on a day-to-day basis. Just
ticking off the existence of escape routes does
not help if stairways are blocked with materials.
Likewise the availability of fire extinguishers

was predictable, and therefore in no way can
we call it an accident. Since 2000 the Clean
Clothes Campaign and its Bangladeshi partner
organisations have been calling for a review
of all Bangladeshi garment factories following
similar fatal accidents, all sharing the same
hallmarks — including blocking of stairways with
goods and materials, locking of factory gates,
bad ventilation, missing or inappropriate fire
extinguishing equipment and lack of personnel
trained in emergency operations.

However, to date neither the government,
the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA) or the inter-
national buyers have taken sufficient steps to
address the structural and systemic problems in
the garment industry.

We therefore fully support the demands
from Bangladeshi unions and workers’

Since 2000 the Clean Clothes Campaign and its Bangladeshi partner
organisations have been calling for a review of all Bangladeshi
garment factories following similar fatal accidents.

will remain closed for the month of March. As
of March 10, the Garib workers have received
full payment of wages for the month of February
(including the days after the fire broke out),
but are awaiting further payment of wages for
the remaining period the factory stays closed.

Failing audits

The Clean Clothes Campaign has contacted
European and US garment companies that
reportedly sourced from Garib & Garib Sweater
Ltd. The Swedish H&M responded to the CCC
that they are working together with another
current buyer, the Italian company Teddy who
owns the brand Terranova, on compensation
of the injured workers and the families of the
deceased. We welcome the first steps taken by

is not enough when nobody is trained to use
them. Involving workers in monitoring health
and safety conditions therefore remains a fun-
damental prerequisite to ensure that incidents
like this are prevented in the future.

In addition, given the repeated lethal inci-
dents in the garment industry in Bangladesh,
it is no longer defensible that audit reports
detecting shortcomings in safety standards are
kept private. The industry should become more
transparent and accountable to the workers con-
cerned, and disclose audit reports to workers’
unions, the government and other stakeholders
involved.

Responsibility
Sadly, this fire was not only preventable, it

organisations to the Garib & Garib owner, the

government, the BGMEA and the international

buyers to:

« ensure the immediate payment of at
minimum 500,000 Taka for the families of
the deceased workers;

« ensure that proper medical treatment and
necessary compensation for the injured
workers is provided (in accordance with
independent medical advice);

* take effective measures for compensation
of the victims in the longer term, involving
government, the owner, buyers, the
BGMEA, trade union representatives and
civil society representatives at the decision-
making level;.

* publicly disclose all relevant investigation

Q‘:’/

reports, including audit reports by
international buyers and their agents, about
the working conditions at Garib & Garib
Sweater Ltd.;

« ensure a credible investigation is
conducted, involving workers’ and human
rights organisations, into the circumstances
which allowed this tragedy to take place,
and fully disclose the findings;

e implement all existing health and safety
and emergency regulations, and ensure
sufficient resources are made available
for labour inspection and handling
of (anonymous) workers’ and union
complaints. Workers should have access
to all information about where to file
complaints and be informed about their
follow-up; and

« recognise the right of workers to organise
in unions of their choice, and the right
of unions to have access to workers and
to perform all activities needed to truly
represent their members.

In addition we call upon the government
in particular to:

« ensure a credible criminal investigation is
conducted into the Garib & Garib fire and
the apparent neglect of health and safety
and emergency regulations, and ensure a
swift arrest and judicial process for anyone
whose actions or negligence contributed for
this disaster; and

« review the existing health and safety
and emergency regulations, based on an
impartial and transparent investigation into
health and safety accidents of the last years.

In addition we call upon the fashion com-
panies ordering at Garib & Garib to:

« publicly support these demands to
the government, and ensure their
implementation;

« directly engage with the unions to ensure
that follow up actions and compensation
measures are effective.
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