
Peter Mac

Hard on the heels of the Queensland govern-
ment’s contract for the sale of vast amounts 
of coal comes further controversy over BHP 
Billiton’s plans to carry out long-wall coal 
mining operations beneath the Dharawal 
State Conservation Area near Appin, south-
west of Sydney.

This very important natural conservation 
area includes the largest number of upland 
swamps in mainland Australia. Despite their 
bad historical image, swamps have a very 
important role to play in cleaning water and 
nurturing native fl ora and fauna. The Dharawal 
wetlands, for example, fi lter water that enters the 
nearby Georges River, especially during drought 
periods. They support a wide range of fl ora and 
fauna such as native grasses and Banksia trees, 
as well as the endangered ground parrot and the 
giant burrowing frog.

Longwall coalmining involves removal 
of huge horizontal panels of coal hundreds of 
metres below ground level, after which the mine 
void is allowed to collapse. The practice is noto-
rious for causing fracturing of subsoil bedrock, 
the loss of surface water and irreparable damage 
to the natural environment. This has already 
happened in similar situations where coal min-
ing was carried out. Coal mining is currently 
threatening one of the largest and most fertile 
agricultural areas in NSW, the Liverpool Plains.

Rampant, blind, insatiable 
greed 

Eight of the Dharwal swamps are likely to 
be drained if the mining project continues, and 
some 47 others are also at risk. The company has 
admitted that draining of the swamps is likely, 
but maintains that the problem can be fi xed by 
using resin to fi ll in the cracks in the bedrock 
– presumably after all the water has been lost!

After angry public objections, and the 
adverse report of a government inquiry into 
mining effects, BHP Billiton announced that it 
would in future refrain from seeking approval 
for longwall mining beneath major rivers and 
creeks. However, the company appears to 
believe that this magnanimous gesture should 
entitle them to the right to mine beneath minor 
waterways and swamps – even in areas identi-
fi ed by government as worthy of conservation 
because of their natural signifi cance.

Despite all evidence to the contrary, the 
company has denied the hydrological relation-
ship between the swamps and nearby rivers, 
but at the same time has tacitly admitted that 

the project will cause damage to the swamps. 
As a spokesperson recently declared haughtily: 
“There is no evidence to support claims that 
mining impacts … to streams, tributaries or 
swamps will result in the drying of rivers or 
loss of water to the catchment.”

The company has also stated that the project 
would not be fi nancially viable if the govern-
ment prohibited mining beneath the swamps. 
This amounts to an argument that the com-
munity should be prepared to lose a priceless 
natural area in order to guarantee the company 
the estimated $2 billion worth of coal that lies 
beneath the Dharwal Conservation area.

A government responsibility
The planet now faces a major threat from 

climate change caused by the emission of 
greenhouse gases, of which carbon dioxide 
is the biggest contributor. Australia has the 
world’s worst per capita carbon dioxide emis-
sion level; half of our emissions come from 
coal-fi red power stations, and we are now the 

world’s biggest exporter of coal. According 
to UN authorities, global emissions should 
be reduced by 40 percent within ten years. 
Logically, within that period 40 percent of our 
coal mining industry should be phased out, and 
should cease altogether within 25 years. Yet 
BHP Billiton proposes to operate the Dharawal 
mine at full blast for the next 30 years, and to 
continue its coal mining operations indefi nitely.

The NSW ALP government is now 
considering the Dharawal mining proposal. 
Unfortunately, in every case where the inter-
ests of the environment have confl icted with 
the interests of the coal mining industry, ALP 
governments have buckled.

This applies to all levels of government. 
The Rudd government, for example, introduced 
an emissions trading scheme that gave the coal 
industry and other major polluters exemptions 
and compensation, instead of penalising them. 
The potential of emissions trading schemes for 
reducing pollution depends on the government, 
not the polluting industries involved. The 

government has again bent to the will of the 
polluters; nevertheless, the critical responsibil-
ity to set and periodically reduce the pollution 
limits, (so that they are not simply a “licence 
to pollute”), and to enforce the scheme without 
fear or favour, still lies with the government, 
not the market forces. In this respect the Rudd 
government has clearly, and most miserably, 
failed.

It remains to be seen whether the Keneally 
government in NSW will meet its environmen-
tal responsibilities in the case of the proposed 
Dharawal mine. However, given its track 
record so far, this is at best an outside chance. 
(As Muhammed Ali once said about one of his 
opponents, “This guy has two chances: slender 
and nil!”)

The people of NSW and the nation would be 
better advised to look to a new kind of govern-
ment, a left and progressive coalition, in order 
to defeat BHP Billiton’s outrageous proposal to 
mine beneath the Dharawal Conservation Area. 
That’s the best hope for the future. 
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Disability crisis response – 
commerce dressed up as concern
The suffering of Australians with disabilities and the 

inadequacy of current services for them is in the news. So is the 
almost unbearable sacrifi ce of many carers. Some very unfl attering 
comparisons are being made between services here and overseas, 
the UK under its National Health Service, for example. There is a 
lot of talk about how to treat the present crisis. Former Australian 
Workers Union national secretary Bill Shorten is now Rudd’s 
Parliamentary Secretary for Disability and Children’s Services 
and he is part of a chorus claiming that the electorate is the political 
problem at the core of the issue and that the families of those with 
disabilities need to get organised.

“This to me is a case of classic old-fashioned organising,” he 
told The Australian Financial Review last week. “You’ve got people 
who are numerically strong but in an asymmetrical bargaining 
position. You teach people the power of their mailing lists. They’ve 
all got lists and they’ve got to learn to use them.”

Bill Moss is former chief executive of Macquarie Bank. He 
has been looking at the proposal for a national insurance scheme 
to provide services to those with disabilities. He wonders about 
“... how we can bring people who suffer from disabilities up to 
standards that are met internationally. When we start talking 
about all of this to people who don’t have a disability, their eyes 
glaze over.”

The suggestion is that there is not much sympathy for the plight 
of those with disabilities or their families out there in the community; 
that greedy baby-boomers and members of generations X and Y 
are too self-absorbed to allow the sort of spending required to meet 
this urgent social need. This is the dubious setup for an equally 
dubious “plan B”, assuming (as the Rudd government and big 
business circles do) that Australia is not going to rearrange its 
priorities signifi cantly and take a leaf from the UK’s NHS book.

The Harmer pension review last year claimed that new 
approaches to funding disability services need to be pursued. The 
Henry tax review is also rumoured to have looked into the question 
and recommended a 0.4 percent “disability levy” along the lines of 
the Medicare levy. Former Treasury economist and current head of 
ANZ Bank’s funds management Bruce Bonyhody and Helen Sykes 
made a submission to the 2020 summit which is now getting a lot of 
attention – a national disability insurance scheme for those under 
65 years.

It is estimated the scheme would have needed $12.5 billion in 
gross funding if it had begun in 2009. This would have been offset 
by the $5.6 billion reportedly spent on various schemes at present. 
Proponents argue that other “indirect offsets” would reduce the 
true net cost to $2 billion a year. Other savings are touted such as 
reduced income support payments and a reduction in the aged care 
bill. The Productivity Commission is examining the proposal and 
will report on it next year.

The assumption in all of these “fi xes” is that the public will 
foot the additional bill. It will not come from a reordering of 
government priorities away from spiralling military spending or 
by raising corporate taxes, for instance. The “national disability 
insurance scheme” has sparked the government’s interest because 
it fi ts in with its whole neo-liberal “self-provisioning” agenda. The 
scheme would involve private insurance interests and become 
another stomping ground for fi nance capital. It is noteworthy that 
the authors of the scheme were keen to erect a barrier between the 
provision of services and the incomes of carers in the system. It is 
recognised that this long-suffering group often has less disposable 
income than aged pensioners but the idea of an additional 
“disability allowance” on top of the pension was ruled out by the 
Disability Investment Group that Mr Bonyhady belongs to.

The current situation of young people languishing in 
inappropriate aged care facilities and older parents at the end 
of their tether with the demands of care for adult children with 
profound disabilities certainly warrants urgent debate and, above 
all, action. Another big issue should be the disappearance of the 
massive productivity gains of recent decades; how the proceeds of 
this increased productivity of labour should have been available to 
meet the needs of an ageing population and the 3 to 4 percent of the 
population affected by disabilities. It is certainly not a good idea 
to let those responsible for that theft into the business of insuring 
against disabilities.

PRESS FUND
One of the medical procedures that was critical after the Haiti 
earthquake was blood transfusion. Like air and water, blood is 
crucial to life, so it should be freely available for medical purposes. 
In Australia blood is collected by voluntary donation, and we tend to 
take this for granted. However, in the US it’s obtained by sale, and 
thus, alas, becomes a commodity. For The Guardian our lifeblood 
is the Press Fund, which helps us to meet the day-to-day costs of 
production. So this week we really need you (and more of you) to put 
something aside for the Fund, and to make this a regular practice.
Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
H North $50, “Round Figure” $10, Max Whisson $10, 
Mark Window $10
This week’s total: $80 Progressive total: $300

Posters for Communist 
Party candidate for the 

South Australian seat of 
Lee, Bob Briton, went up 
on Adelaide’s distinctive 

“stobie” poles on Saturday 
as the election campaign 

officially kicked off. Premier 
Mike Rann got Governor 

Scarce’s signature on 
the writs for the election 
mid-morning but some 

groups, most notably the 
ALP, didn’t wait for this 

legal requirement before 
attaching their advertising. 

Some posters had been put 
up the night before with the 

clear intention of grabbing 
the best spots for their 

candidates. Teams for the 
CPA head out from the Party 

office in Royal Park at the 
proper time and achieved 

good coverage on the 
area. The Party’s candidate 

is getting considerable 
exposure in the local media 

and great support for the 
campaign. 

Posters up for 
CPA campaign for Lee

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2010

Look for the CPA/Communist Alliance stalls and banners!

NSW: SYDNEY
International Women’s Day march and rally

Saturday 6 March. Meet at Town Hall at 11am for rally, march starts at 12 noon. 

Theme ‘Fair Go for Women, in Australia, around the World’.

International Women’s Day Dinner & Cultural Evening

Saturday 6 March

Greek Orthodox Club, Lakemba St, Lakemba

Arrive from 6pm. Food, refreshments, talk & entertainment

To register contact: jabdor@hotmail.com

QLD: BRISBANE
International Women’s Day Rally & March

6 March. Meet  King George Square, 10:30am.

Following rally march through city to 

Numberlie Tjadjin (All the Sisters) festival at 

Musgrave Park Cultural Centre. 

Theme “Women Demand Freedom”

Kathy 0400 720 757 iwdbrisbane@gmail.com

SA: ADELAIDE
International Women’s Day Rally & March

IWD Collective, 0419 825 845

WA:FREMANTLE
SAWA-Australia Women poets of and about Afghanistan

To register: perth@sawa-australia.org 

VIC: MELBOURNE
Geelong Trades Hall IWD Breakfast

Friday 5 March, 7-9am, VTHC. Geelong Trades Hall

Guest speaker: Bronwen Halfpenny 

More info, tel: 5221 1712, or www.geelongtradeshall.blogspot.com 

One Just World – How Women Can Change the World

Wed 10 March, 6 - 8pm Federation Square

Info/register: 03 9650 5574, jshaw@iwda.org.au, or www.onejustworld.com.au

Free
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Kirstie Parker

Criticism is mounting over federal 
government plans to reinstate the 
Racial Discrimination Act in 
Aboriginal communities under the 
Northern Territory intervention, 
by extending compulsory income 
quarantining to all Australian 
welfare recipients.

The government introduced 
its Social Security and Other 
Legislation Amendment (Welfare 
Reform and Reinstatement of Racial 
Discrimination Act) Bill 2009 and 
Families, Housing, Community 
Services and Indigenous Affairs 
and Other Legislation Amendment 
(2009 Measures) Bill 2009 in late 
November.

The Bills were referred to the 
Senate Standing Committee on 
Community Affairs, which is due 
to report on March 9 on their likely 
impact and effectiveness.

The government says the pro-
posed changes make income quaran-
tining non-discriminatory, and reform 
the NT Emergency Response (NTER) 
around community input into alcohol 
management and policing, limit-
ing the circumstances for fi ve-year 
compulsory leases over townships, 
and strengthening community store 
licensing.

Because the government does not 
have the numbers in the Senate, it 
needs the federal Opposition or, alter-
natively, the Australian Greens and 
Independents to support the changes.

Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny 
Macklin said she was concerned the 
Greens would try to delay the changes 

and appealed to the Opposition to 
support them, enabling their imple-
mentation from 1 July.

The Opposition introduced 
compulsory income management 
under the NTER in 2007, with Labor 
backing.

A spokesperson for Opposition 
human services spokesman Kevin 
Andrews declined to say which way 
Mr Andrews was leaning, but said 
he believed that income management 
had delivered substantial benefi ts for 
Indigenous people and “would be 
concerned if the proposed legislation 
watered down any of those benefi ts”.

The Greens fi rmly believe com-
pulsory income quarantining for 
welfare recipients demonises peo-
ple, whether they are Indigenous or 
non-Indigenous.

WA Greens Senator Rachel 
Siewert told The Koori Mail news-
paper she was angry the government 
was trying to limit debate on the 
proposed changes.

“They’re trying to limit the debate 
on what would be the most funda-
mental changes to the way we deliver 
welfare in this country,” she said.

“We don’t provide welfare 
because we have a right to control 
people’s lives. In Australia, we have 
always had this inalienable provi-
sion of social security so now we are 
redefi ning that in Australia without a 
debate and that’s outrageous.”

Senator Siewert said the govern-
ment had been “dragged, kicking and 
screaming” towards reinstating the 
RDA in Indigenous communities but 
was now trying to be too clever by 
half with a “triple whammy”.

“The government has seen this as 
a golden opportunity to supposedly 
keep their promise about the RDA, 
keep the intervention, but also roll 
out these discriminatory measures 
(compulsory income quarantining) to 
the rest of the community,” she said.

The Senate Standing Committee 
on Community Affairs, of which 
Senator Siewert is deputy chair, 
had its fi rst hearing on the Bills in 
Canberra two weeks ago after receiv-
ing 35 written submissions – most of 
them strongly opposed to expansion 
of income quarantining.

Amongst them was one from 
Amnesty International Australia 
(AIA), which last week labelled the 
government’s claim that the proposed 
new laws would reinstate the RDA 
in the NT as “misleading” and evi-
dence required to assess the success 
of the intervention to be “woefully 
inadequate”.

“While Amnesty International 
welcomes the government’s proposed 
repealing of clauses in the NTER 
legislation that remove anti-discrim-
ination protections for Indigenous 
residents of prescribed communities, 
the organisation believes that these 
moves do not suffi ciently reinstate 
protections against discrimination,” 
the human rights lobby group said 
in a statement.

“Amnesty International is con-
cerned that these Bills do not propose 
an immediate halt to race-based 
welfare quarantining, will not reverse 
racially-discriminatory actions already 
initiated under the NTER and offer 
no redress for discrimination already 
suffered.”

Amnesty Indigenous Rights 
Campaigner Rodney Dillon said it was 
time Australia rejected racially dis-
criminatory laws affecting Indigenous 
peoples.

Aboriginal rights campaigner 
and UN advocate Les Malezer said 
any risk that the legislation would 
be voted down was also because of 
the problems that existed within it – 
totally unrelated to the reinstatement 
of the RDA.

“You know, and I know, that the 
RDA can be immediately reinstated 
without the other ‘baggage’ regarding 
control and management of people 
and communities,” Mr Malezer 
wrote in an email to Minister Jenny 
Macklin’s offi ce.

“The fact that the ALP sup-
ported the suspension of the RDA 
in June 2007 cannot be put aside...
The ALP has delayed until now to 
attempt legislation, almost as if racial 
discrimination is okay for a time and 
doesn’t really affect black people’s 
sensitivities – ALP-speak for ‘I’m 
all right, Jack’.”
The Koori Mail 

Mounting criticism over 
welfare plans

Peter Mac

Internet corporation Google 
recently announced that it is 
considering pulling out of China, 
because of internet attacks on 
the email accounts of some of its 
individual and corporate customers 
from within China.

Google and the western media 
have suggested that the attacks took 
place at the wish of the Chinese 
government. However, there is no 
evidence to substantiate this claim. 
As William Lyn, the US Deputy 
Secretary of Defence, recently 
stated “It is very diffi cult to say 
with any kind of fi nality who 
originated an attack.” It is possible 
that the attacks were launched by 

individual hackers, or even by a 
hostile government.

China, which has the world’s 
fastest growing internet mar-
ket, is extremely vulnerable to 
internet attacks, particularly by 
being swamped with protest mes-
sages over issues such as Tibetan 
independence.

In accordance with Chinese 
government policy, Google has 
built into its network a “spider” 
which intercepts wording associ-
ated with this and other issues, and 
which can intercept and remove 
entire websites or specifi c web 
addresses. It has now announced 
that it will cease to use this facility.

The Chinese government does 
not tolerate use of the internet for 

anti-government propaganda. It 
therefore uses an internet fi rewall, 
not only to protect itself from attack 
but also to block news or current 
events coverage which it considers 
hostile to its interests. The use of 
anti-government propaganda was 
a key element in the downfall of 
the former Soviet government, and 
the US State Department is now 
investing heavily in the develop-
ment of technology to overcome the 
Chinese fi rewall.

The internet cold war
The antagonism over China’s 

use of the internet is part of the 
cold war between China and the 
west. In the US the FBI has claimed 
that there were 90,000 attacks on 
the US Defence Department system 
last year, and according to the Rudd 
government the Australian Defence 
Department is being targeted with 
some 200 attacks per month.

In some quarters these attacks 
were said to have originated in 
China. However, once again there 
is little if any proof. William Lyn 
commented: “One of the character-
istics of the cyber threat is the wide 
diversity of actors that can pose a 
threat anywhere, from foreign states 
to foreign intelligence services to 
perhaps criminal enterprises and 
individual hackers.” Defence sites 
have long been favoured for attack 
by amateur internet hackers, and 
a few years ago a teenage hacker 
cracked a complex new encryption 
system within a single day.

In any case, the interception of 
defence information is frequent and 

is an integral part of international 
intelligence gathering operations. 
Western governments are just as 
involved in this as their political 
opponents. According to the inter-
net security fi rm Macafee, China, 
France, the US, Britain, Russia and 
Israel have all developed “advanced 
offensive cyber capabilities”, to be 
used during major confl icts.

Google’s 
“human” face

According to Pravda corre-
spondent Eric Sommer, Google is 
a key participant in the violation 
of human rights by the US govern-
ment, for example in its operations 
in Iraq, Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Google supplies the “Intellipedia” 
core search technology, a highly-
secured online system used by 
some 37,000 US spies and related 
personnel who share information 
and coordinate their activities.

The company has supplied 
search technology for servers used 
by the National Security Agency, 
which processes information gath-
ered by US spies operating all 
over the world. The Google Earth 
software technology was developed 
by Keyhole Inc. That company was 
funded by In-Q-Tel, another fi rm 
funded and operated by the CIA for 
US spying and military operations. 
Google has now acquired Keyhole, 
and In-Q-Tel’s former Director 
of Technology Assessment, Rob 
Painter, has taken a key position as 
Google’s Senior Federal Manager.

Google’s close ally In-Q-Telis 

is now investing in Visible 
Technologies, a fi rm that special-
ises in “monitoring social media”, 
which can automatically examine 
more than a million discussions 
and posts on blogs, online forums, 
Flickr, Youtube, Twitter, Amazon 
and other systems every day. The 
technology scores intercepted 
items with a graded status, allow-
ing the most signifi cant to be read 
by human operators searching for 
information about events outside 
and possibly within the US, of 
interest to the CIA.

Sommer concludes:  “…The US 
and its intelligence agencies have 
a long history of rogue operations 
intended to discredit governments or 
social movements with whom they 
happen to disagree. To see how far 
this can go, one need only recall the 
sordid history of disinformation, lies 
and deceit propagated by the US 
government and media to frighten 
people into supporting the Iraq war.

“Whether the attacks on Google 
email originated from the Chinese 
government, or from elsewhere, 
one thing is clear: a company that 
supplies the CIA with key intelli-
gence technology, supplies mapping 
software that can be used for barba-
rous wars of aggression and drone 
attacks which kill huge numbers 
of innocent civilians, and which 
in general is deeply intertwined 
with the CIA and the US military 
machines, which spy on millions, 
that company cannot be motivated 
by real concern for the human 
rights and lives of the people in 
China.” 

China and Google

Pete’s Corner
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When the Howard government 
introduced its Section 457 visa 
scheme in 2003, employers 
were supposed to fi ll gaps in the 
labour market when they could 
not fi nd local labour. Workers 
from overseas were sponsored 
by employers to fi ll nominated 
positions in Australia. The scheme 
was rife with abuses by employers 
and when Labor came to offi ce it 
initiated a review and made some 
modifi cations to address some of 
its worst features. Labor has now 
extended the scope of the 457 visa 
scheme, dropping the requirement 
that employers must fi rst test the 
local labour market before offering 
jobs to overseas workers.

Labour market and migration 
specialist Bob Kinnaird, in a report 
commissioned by the Construction, 
Forestry, Mining and Energy Union 
(CFMEU), said that the Rudd gov-
ernment “goes further than even the 
Howard government’s position’’.

The Howard government saw the 
scheme as a means of undermining 
wages and conditions and de-union-
ising workplaces. From its inception, 
trade unions warned of the scheme’s 
potential for abuse by employers and 
their worst fears were confi rmed.

Workers were held hostage by 
employers, working for pittance 
wages in unsafe working conditions 
and in some cases holed up in sub-
standard accommodation. Many were 
promised high wages but when they 
got to Australia were faced with a very 
different reality with some employers 
forcing them to sign new, inferior 
contracts on arrival or be sacked.

They were in a very precarious 
situation. If they resisted they were 
sacked. This left them with 28 days 
to arrange a new sponsor employer 
which was not easy considering all the 

bureaucratic processes involved. They 
were not eligible for unemployment 
benefi ts under Centrelink.

The workers were not eligible for 
Medicare, where employers were sup-
posed to insure them but in practice 
the coverage was not up to scratch 
and workers were left with large bills.

Conditions in some workplaces 
were appalling; there were deaths and 
injuries as well as gross underpay-
ment. When Labor came to offi ce 
the program was reviewed and some 
of its worst features addressed. But 
now, the Rudd Labor government 
is allowing employers to bring in 
overseas labour without fi rst testing 
the local market.

The trade unions fought hard 
to uncover the extreme exploitation 
of 457 visa employees and to assist 
them. They thought they had made 
some progress under Labor until the 
government opened up the scheme, 
leaving employers free to hire without 
fi rst checking for locals.

CFMEU general secretary John 
Sutton, warned “employers seeking 
cheap, contingent labour from over-
seas will jump all over the changes…. 
Without that genuine labour market 
testing, they can just assert that they 
want foreign workers without having 
to prove the need.’’

In 2008-09 more than 101,000 
skilled workers and their dependents 
were granted 457 visas.

The union raised its concerns 
with the government and Immigration 
Minister, Chris Evans. Evans tried 
to defend the government’s actions 
claiming its hands were tied by its 
international obligations under the 
World Trade Organisation. Senator 
Evans said: “We cannot create legal 
obstacles for overseas workers or 
introduce preferential treatment 
for Australian workers without 

compromising our international trad-
ing position and legal obligations.’’

The government’s position 
amounts to saying the labour of an 
overseas worker is a commodity, 
which can be freely traded on inter-
national markets: that under the WTO 
it cannot refuse the entry of foreign 
human capital. According to Bob 
Kinnaird the government is under no 
such obligation.

The government gives employers 
the right to import foreign labour for 
employers to exploit to the hilt but 
denies refugees the right of entry to 
Australia.

Mr Sutton said the situation for 
Australian workers was becoming 

“perilous’’. In a survey of 50 com-
panies by KPMG last August two-
thirds of respondents said they were 
continuing to recruit 457 visa holders 
while they were reducing staff num-
bers overall. Mr Sutton said that the 
minimum 457 visa wage rate was as 
low as $45,000 in jobs where a local 
worker might expect to earn more 
like $100,000.

The union is preparing for a 
national campaign against the govern-
ment’s position.

Workers coming to Australia 
should be employed on the same basis 
as other workers and encouraged to 
join the appropriate trade union. This 
would remove the motive for employ-
ers to import overseas labour unless 
it there were genuine skills shortages. 
The Australian government should be 
addressing skills shortages through 
training and education, not draining 
developing countries of their skilled 
workforce. 

457 visas: 
Free trade in human capital

The time is up: 
time to go on the offensive
Vinnie Molina

It has been proven that despite 
the Howard government and the 
WorkChoices legislation defeat, the 
election of the ALP Rudd govern-
ment has not delivered industrial 
relation policies in the interest of 
the working class.

The government’s Fair Work 
Australia has created an environ-
ment for workers and unions with 
some space for collective bargain-
ing but retains the most draconian 
parts of the WorkChoices legisla-
tion that criminalises industrial 
action, prevents union offi cials 
from effective contact with their 
membership and potential members 
and kept the legal framework for 
the subsistence of the Australian 
Building Construction Commission 
(ABCC). Safety in the workplace 
has not improved despite the har-
monisation of the health and safety 
legislation and workers still face 
fi nes or imprisonment if they take 
industrial action over safety.

Recently members of the MUA, 
CFMEU, AMWU, CEPU and AWU 
have waged industrial campaigns 
for better wages and retention 
of existing conditions. For more 
than 14 years mining companies 

employing in the Pilbara, such as 
Rio Tinto and BHP, have effec-
tively prevented the unionisation of 
the workplace by making individual 
non-union agreements a condi-
tion of employment but the recent 
industrial activities which has been 
worker driven has also been suc-
cessful in seeing workers joining 
unions of their choice.

The MUA negotiated collec-
tive agreements across the shipping 
industry while some 2,000 Pilbara 
workers demonstrated their frustra-
tion against the proposed changes 
to accommodation arrangements 
being introduced by Woodside to a 
“motelling” arrangement. 

Motelling is an arrangement 
where a worker must check in and 
out of their accommodation for 
every work cycle. Many of these 
workers spend up to nine months a 
year under conditions of work cycles 
varying from four to six week work-
ing stints with one week off.

This issue is widely felt among 
that workforce as their “donga” is 
like a “home” in a harsh physical 
environment that sees them iso-
lated from their families. This fi ght 
is not about more money and the 
condition cannot be compensated 
for by dollars. In other parts of the 

country others like Telstra workers 
also rally and picket workplaces 
for the retention of union collective 
agreements.

It is time that workers and 
their unions go on the offensive to 
demand the draconian legislation 
recycled from the previous govern-
ment be repealed. The ABCC and 
the revision of the awards that saw 
the wages for lower wage earners 
decrease must be overturned by 
workers in their own interest.

It is time to campaign to take 
industrial action including the right 
to strike for safety and the social 
wage. It is time that trade unions 
consider standing their own trade 
union, community and progressive 
candidates at the next federal elec-
tion. IR will again play a central 
role in the upcoming elections and 
the ALP cannot be relied upon to 
represent workers’ interests and 
deliver fair conditions.

It is time for workers to join 
their unions and for unions to 
organise the political struggle in the 
workplace. It is time to dismantle 
the wage system. All members of 
the Communist Party of Australia 
must become active partici-
pants in the organisation of their 
workplaces. 

Respect at Work 
campaign needs 
to make up 
lost ground
The Victorian Trades Hall Council 
(VTHC) has welcomed prosecution 
for bullying and said the establish-
ment of WorkSafe’s “Respect at 
Work” campaign needs to hit the 
ground running.

“For many years in many 
WorkSafe forums unions have 
been raising concerns about the 
inadequacy of WorkSafe’s response 
to workplace bullying said VTHC 
secretary Brian Boyd. “We are 
pleased that this campaign is up 
and running but workers in Victoria 
deserve a stronger response from 
WorkSafe on this issue.”

He said that for some workers 
bullying is a life and death issue, 
for others bullying is an all too 
common occurrence.

“The prosecution of the bullies, 
and the employer who allowed it to 
happen, is welcome. We extend our 
heartfelt condolences to families 
affected. Sadly, there are many 
more workers who continue to 
suffer bullying in the workplace 
and their stories also need to be 
told.”

Mr Boyd also says that federal 
moves to uniform health and safety 
laws around Australia if allowed 

to happen will result in reduced 
Victorian OHS standard.

“Currently, this proposed 
national regime will not deliver a 
strong prevention of bullying law. 
The Victorian government knows 
Victorian workers need a stronger 
law, and need the present guidance 
regime strengthened.

“It needs to live up to its 
commitment that no worker will be 
worse off because of these uniform 
health and safety laws being 
proposed.”

Mr Boyd said the Victorian 
government needs to improve 
standards – not allow the so called 
national harmonisation process to 
water them down.

Unions fi rst raised bullying as a 
health and safety issue in a national 
campaign back in 2000.

Victoria introduced a 
Prevention of Bullying Guidance 
Note in 2003. Model laws and 
regulations are expected to come 
into effect December 1, 2012. 
“Workplace Bullying however is 
not currently on this agenda and 
we must insist this situation be 
corrected,” said Mr Boyd. 

CFMEU general secretary 
John Sutton, warned 

“employers seeking cheap, 
contingent labour from 

overseas will jump all over 
the changes…. Without that 

genuine labour market testing, 
they can just assert that they 

want foreign workers without 
having to prove the need.’’
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America’s relationship with its 
African American people has 
always been a deeply confl icted 
one, long after racial segregation 
ceased and the civil rights move-
ment lead by Martin Luther King 
Jnr and his successors had pushed 
the boundaries of tolerance and 
freedom.

Cultural icons such as the Roots 
television series of the 1970’s, 
Malcolm X (the man himself and the 
movie), Mississippi Burning and The 
Colour Purple have further challenged 
perceptions of racial equality – how 
far Americans have come and how 
far they have to go.

The latter is especially of note as 
it starred a younger Oprah Winfrey, 
in a role about being abused and the 
daughter of a slave.

In Precious, based on the novel 
Push by Sapphire, Oprah Winfrey, 
executive director, reprises these 
themes through the backdrop of 
1980’s Harlem in New York City, 
where an endemic welfare culture 
continues to pervade many sectors 
of society but especially the African 
American sector – where like the 
Aboriginal people of Australia they 
are the racial “other”. Many who 
inhabit these spaces lack education, 
access to quality health services 
and employment as the window to 
opportunity and a decent life.

Into this world comes Claireece 
Precious Jones (Gabourey Sidibe), 
an obese, semi-literate 16-year-
old mother of a child with Downs 
Syndrome (whom she affectionately 
calls Mongo – short for mongoloid) 
and another baby on the way – both 
by her father who has raped her since 
childhood.

In the Harlem slum tenement 
she shares with her abusive and 
controlling mother Mary (Mo’ Nique), 
Precious attempts to make something 
of her life through school whilst also 
caring for her daughter and tending 
to her mother’s caprices. Precious’ 
determination does not go unnoticed 
at the school where the white 
principal, who when she discovers 
that Precious is pregnant again 
suspends her from the public school 

she is attending and recommends her 
to an alternative school.

There she meets other girls who 
are facing similar difficulties in 
completing their education and who 
through necessity are thrust together; 
Consuela the Latina, the Jamaican, 
another more fl amboyant African 
American and a few others – all from 
cultures that exist on the margins of 
US society rather than its white centre.

The camaraderie which these 
women build as they try to go forward 
is further encouraged by their teacher 
who looks for the good in each of 
them. It is from these interactions in 
the classroom that the basis is laid for 
the movie’s rich feminist premise – 
that when sisters overcome their often 
petty racial and material differences 
they can rise up individually and 
collectively.

Full marks to the direction given 
to the movie by Lee Daniels (also 
an African American) who has the 
camera up close to his subjects but 
does not linger – who takes in the 
scenery of Harlem and the background 
of the school, neighbourhood, hospital 
and crumbling tenements inhabited 
by the characters in this stirring tale.

It is a movie with horror, warmth, 
tenderness, humour and realism.

In the US one in four women 
are raped, a woman is beaten by 
her partner every 15 seconds, three 
women are killed by lovers and 
husbands, and almost 220 children are 
sexually abused every day – most of 
them by a relative or family friend.

Yet as one comes to the end of 
the movie and after almost every 
conceivable horror has befallen our 
young heroine, I found myself asking 
what is going to stop this poverty 
and sexist and racially driven cycle 
of abuse.

It is not going to be by well 
intentioned social workers like the 
one played by a stunningly dressed 
down Mariah Carey, who puts in the 
acting performance of her life, or 
the well intentioned school principal 
or the passionate and altruistic 
alternative school teacher – these are 
all individuals who must bang up hard 
against the system to make it respond 

to the damage it is wreaking on its 
subjects. This is the system of capital 
which reproduces American society 
economically, socially, culturally and 
politically.

This is the edifi ce which one of 
the worlds’ richest women, Oprah 
Winfrey – who herself suffered 
abuse in her childhood – as the 
executive director, does not and 
cannot challenge. Her philanthropy 
may allow her to undertake many of 
these well intentioned projects for 
young women in the US and abroad 
in countries such as South Africa, but 
how will they fl ower when the logic 
of the system remains unchallenged 
and unchanged.

One would imagine that the 
movie would have a far more sceptical 
audience 90 miles to the east of 
Florida in socialist Cuba, where 
patriarchy and racism are well and 
truly in check and women and Afro-
Cuban people are well represented 
at all levels of society, including 
the professions, parliament and 
government.

Maybe the rave reviews for 
the movie from the capitalist 
establishment around the world can 
be accounted for precisely because 
the movie creates the impression 
that good work is under foot, while 
business and profi ts can continue 
as usual. Individuals can make 
something of their lives which can 
then help them be a part of the 
system and therefore perpetuate the 
system. It would also account for the 
Golden Globe and Academy Award 
nominations.

Arguably my favourite scene 
in the movie is where the abusive 
mother, when Precious brings home 
her new baby for the fi rst time, begins 
a confrontation with Precious which 
sees Precious leave, followed by her 
mother wishing to throw the TV set on 
top of her. She misses and when she 
returns to the lounge to pick up the 
remote fi nds that no TV game show 
will continue to offer consolation and 
that she must now confront reality.

This is as close as the movie gets 
to the revolutionary transformation 
that not only African-American 
society needs but all shades and 
levels of US society. As noted by 
the Communist Party of USA in 
a recent article on racism, “They 
need revolution and they need 
revolutionary role models, women 
no less than men, where men like 
everyone else must fi nd their worth 
in contributing to the betterment of 
humanity through the revolutionary 
transformation of all society rather 
than by getting in on even a little 
of the oppression of this nightmare 
world. Any other approach to this 
will only strengthen the chains that 
keep us all bound.”

Now that would have made good 
the dedication to the Preciouses 
everywhere in the movie’s closing 
credits. 

Australia

Precious

It is nice to know that Pauline Hanson would not be regarded 
as an “immigrant sponger” in Britain. Ms Hanson has decided 
to move to Britain and the British far-right British National Party 
(BNP) extended a warm welcome. It is not surprising considering 
the common beliefs they share. The BNP leader did warn 
Hanson about all other unwelcome immigrants (spongers in his 
words) that clog up London and advised her to go and live in a 
small town somewhere. Don’t you feel sorry for those decent 
people who might have the screeching Hanson in their midst?

The Federal Court has ruled that there is no copyright in the 
Yellow Pages and White Pages telephone directories. The 
decision has wide-ranging implications for other companies 
that sell data compilations. It means that databases 
which are a compilation of facts are not protected under 
copyright law and can be used to create new products.

The Medically Supervised Injecting Centre in Kings Cross, 
Sydney has been in operation for 10 years. The status of the 
facility is still not permanent and there are moves to shift it from 
a trial mode to permanency. While opponents of the centre argue 
that it does not provide a pathway to rehabilitation, the centre 
surely buys time for addicts to live long enough to get rid of the 
addiction. Despite the fears expressed at the beginning of the 
trial about increased crime and loss of business because of the 
operation of the clinic this has not happened. Local community 
and businesses show growing support for the centre, according 
to independent surveys. Dr Hester Wilson, acting medical 
director of the injecting room, said that evidence from medical 
experts proved that the centre saved lives. “The fact that the 
number of ambulances called to drug overdoses in Kings 
Cross has reduced by a staggering 80 percent since the centre 
opened shows how effective it is”, Dr Wilson said. The centre 
is not the solution of the problem and rehabilitation facilities are 
urgently needed but it does play an important role in saving lives.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is the Canada Bay 
Private Hospital in the Sydney suburb of Concord. Nurses 
got a text message telling them the hospital was shut the 
day before they were to come back to work after Christmas. 
They also discovered that all the contents of the hospital, 
including bedpans, were on sale on the internet. The site 
still exists only the sale is over. The nurses were not told 
about the closure of the hospital offi cially. Some nurses are 
owed money and many have not received superannuation 
entitlements. Hospital suppliers are also owed thousands 
of dollars and some have already called debt collectors.

Bob Briton for Lee
The Communist Party in South Australia has endorsed Bob Briton as candidate 

to contest the seat of Lee. Running a campaign is expensive so please help Bob 

with a donation. You can be sure it will be put to good use in presenting the 

working class alternative to the voters in Lee.

Check out his campaign web site: vote1communist.org.au

Film review by Richard Titelius

Gabourey Sidibe as Precious
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Leonard Peltier and 
the notorious perversity of USA-st
Elsa Claro

Two hundred years ago, the US Supreme 
Court’s chief justice, John Marshall, ruled 
that the legal relationship of the land’s 
original inhabitants with the United States 
was not one of equals, but of “wardship,” 
given that it dealt with people “completely 
lacking in civil abilities.”

When one Native American said “Our work 
consists of procuring that those who come 
afterwards, the generations that have not yet 
been born, do not fi nd a world worse than ours, 
but instead a better one…” he was focusing 
on what today is a serious problem stemming 
from foolish ambitions and the absence of an 
attitude of consternation regarding the planet. 
The idea is adjusted to other precepts, includ-
ing the resentments unleashed among nations 
and destructive wars to dominate or steal the 
territory and resources of others.

“Why do they take away by force what 
they can obtain with love? We are disarmed and 
ready to give them what they ask if they come 
as friends…” The idea seems so logical, basic 
and noble that not to proceed in that manner 
reveals a lack of moral authority, but the leaders 
of the United States during its fi rst expansion 
did not ponder on such advanced possibilities, 
and acted the way in which they still do today: 
dispossessing those who were already there 
when they arrived, and subjecting them to the 
use of force or imbuing them with pessimism 
and impotence.

The usurpation of the northern part of this 
continent could have been less degrading, even 
though it would always remain an unjust act, in 
violation of every law. It is diffi cult to believe, 
but in the 19th century, the US Supreme Court 
decided that Indians were, by birth, “alien and 
dependent.” That is one of the reasons that it 
was included in the Constitution that Indigenous 
peoples could not be represented in Congress.

The nascent empire wanted to expand its 
geographical horizons and possess those places 
where there were resources to explore. That is 
also the source of the barbaric statement by 
Philip Sheridan: “The only good Indian is a 
dead Indian.”

Whoever assumes that these are questions 
of the past is ignoring or giving short shrift to 
the racial discrimination that African Americans 
continue to suffer after so many projects with 
little progress, after years of struggle and the 
deaths of so many civil rights fi ghters. It is the 
same case, with its own particularities, of the 
Native Americans who live on reservations – 
like the Bantustans of South Africa – often on 
highly toxic land, and are insulted, ignored or 
questioned when they want to maintain their 
customs. 

“We do not have control over the resources 
on our reservation; we do not have economic 
power. That is why a major controversy persists 
in the state of South Dakota about the problems 
and double standards of justice (one for ‘whites’ 
and another for Indians) that we protested in the 
1960s and ‘70s.” 
(Excerpt from an interview with Leonard 
Peltier by German political scientist 
Heinz Dietrich.)

Peltier is one of the longest-held prisoners 
in the United States, treated like one of the 
many “bad Indians” typically stereotyped in 
those Western fl icks with which they made us 
believe and “demonstrated” the superiority of the 
criminals and the absence of virtue among the 
abused, who today continue to be the system’s 
evident victims. 

The Peltier case
The FBI still has some 100,000 pages of 

secret information on Peltier. Independent inves-
tigations and those by international agencies, 
however, place the story of this Anishinabe/
Lakota man in the 1970s – dubbed the “prodi-
gious decade” by some because it gave the world 
signifi cant changes in music and considerably 
broad social movements, including the anti-
Vietnam War movement.

Peltier was part of the American Indian 

Movement (AIM), a group committed to the 
progress of Indigenous communities, based on 
the preservation of cultural pride. They were 
joined by the so-called traditionalists, tribes 
determined to maintain their customs, moral 
sovereignty and closeness to nature.

Those expressions of emancipation were 
never smiled upon by the US authorities. Several 
members of these communities were killed, 
and after suffering various abuses, they held a 
protest in 1973 in the town of Wounded Knee, 
on the Pine Ridge reservation. They were sav-
agely repressed, and although the government 
promised to investigate complaints fi led by the 
victims, the reservation’s conditions became 
worse, to the extent that the two protesting 
groups were unable to enact their ancestral 
ceremonies together. 

In the three years that followed, AIM 
members experienced many attacks, including 
their houses being burned down, and were the 
targets of shots fi red from moving vehicles. 
They were injured or murdered. A campaign 
against them was organised depicting them as 
violent, lawless individuals in order to justify 
the attacks perpetrated by paramilitary forces 
with the consent of the FBI. According to diverse 
sources, at the time, it was the FBI that headed 
the fabrication of a fraudulent scheme to justify 
any action against these indigenous individuals.

The growth of such a heavy, artifi cial 
environment led the traditionalists to call on 
the AIM activists to return to their reservations 
and protect them from constant, often deadly 
attacks. Those who responded to that plea for 
help included Leonard Peltier, who together 
with 12 others, camped out on the Jumping 
Bull Ranch, where a number of families were 
living. That’s where he was on June 26, 1975, 
when two FBI agents burst onto the scene in 
unmarked vehicles. They claimed they were 
following an Indian who had participated in an 
assault and robbery.

Residents and police were soon involved in 
a shoot-out. The police asked for backup from 
special troops of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
They surrounded the farm, but Peltier was able 
to get a group of adolescents out to a safe place 
under the crossfi re, which ended up wounding 
the two FBI agents. Peltier was accused of 
having fi nished them off as they lay injured.

Immediately, three AIM leaders were 
blamed for this outcome: Dino Butler, Bob 
Robideau, and Leonard Peltier, along with 
Jimmy Eagle. Butler and Robideau were found 
innocent by the jury for having acted in self-
defence, admitting that the atmosphere of alarm 
and unease prevailing on Pine Ridge explained 
why they would have shot back at police fi re.

The FBI’s reaction to this verdict was rage, 
and it withdrew charges against Jimmy Eagle 
(the man originally pursued by the FBI agents) 
so that the “full prosecutive weight of the 
federal government could be directed against 
Leonard Peltier,” according to memoranda that 
were accidentally leaked. This means they were 
capable of releasing from all guilt the individual 
who may have been, consciously or not, the 
trigger of these events, in order to transfer their 
complete revenge to the man who was a very 
prestigious and popular activist for his people. 
In order to guarantee the outcome they fi nally 
obtained, they ensured that Peltier was tried by 
a different judge than his comrades, one who 
stood out for the rigidity of his considerations.

Peltier was extremely dubious about the 
quality of the trial to which he was to be sub-
jected, based on the highly prejudiced approach 
and zeal for vendetta that was in the air in the 
region. He travelled to Canada, where he was 
arrested some months later. In order to extradite 
him to the United States, testimony against him 
was presented from a woman who despite not 
knowing him, claimed that she was his girlfriend 
and that she saw him shoot at the agents. She 
was not even present at the site during those 
events, and later retracted her statement, saying 
that her false testimony was given under threat 
and pressure from the FBI.

In any case, Peltier was extradited, and a 
rigged trial took place (Fargo, North Dakota, 

1977), after which Peltier was sentenced to a 
double life term in prison, despite expert testi-
mony that the bullets that killed the two agents 
were not fi red from his gun.

According to Amnesty International, “after 
studying the case in depth for many years… 
different aspects continue to be of concern 
regarding the impartiality of the proceedings 
that led to his conviction, such as the evidence 
linking him to the point-blank shooting and the 
coercion of an alleged eyewitness.”

Along with about 50 US congress mem-
bers and several members of the Canadian 
Parliament, Amnesty International joined with 
other groups demanding a new trial for Peltier, 
this time an impartial one, given that it is clear 
that the defendant suffered manipulation in the 
case brought against him for his extradition in 
1976, for which the prosecution has retained 
“potentially key” ballistic evidence that “could 
have helped defend Leonard Peltier.” 

A scapegoat
Some hold that Peltier served as an element 

of contention against a movement that was tak-
ing shape and becoming strong at a time when 
the government thought it had squelched all 
indigenous attempts at demanding their rights. 
The government was particularly desirous of 
putting a stop to Indigenous resistance because 

of the development of mega-energy projects 
on lands allocated to tribes via signed treaties.

A large number of the treaties reached with 
tribal chiefs – when a fatally dissolute level of 
decorum still existed – were broken at different 
times and in their overwhelming majority. By 
the time the abovementioned events occurred, 
the idea was to repeat these violations of prom-
ises made, but it encountered the opposition 
of new generations united with their elders, 
convinced that living in harmony with nature 
was better than destroying it, and considering 
that there was no reason to cede on rights that 
had already been considerably diminished, and 
that it was preferable to defend them no matter 
what the cost. 

Over time, it has been learned that the Pine 
Ridge Reservation in South Dakota was in real-
ity selected for a “peacekeeping” paramilitary 
operation by the FBI, which would have taken 
all of the counterinsurgency war methods it has 
implemented in various countries, to apply them 
against nonconformist Indians at a time when 
various protest movements of oppressed minori-
ties were converging in the country, standing 
up for their rights.

By the mid-1970s, some 60 members of the 
AIM or its followers had been killed. Given that 
the previous “warnings” carried out did not have 
the desired results, they went on to escalate the 

Leonard Peltier
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attacks and injustice. The context of violence 
was of such magnitude that the leaders and 
elders of the Oglala tribe created the Jumping 
Bull encampment – where the fatal events 
later occurred – to protect their families from 
the deadly police and paramilitary operations.

The fact that the people were capable of 
organising and resisting was intolerable to the 
“white authorities,” who sought a pretext and a 
scapegoat to put a stop to Indigenous attempts 
at resistance. They had Peltier in their sights 
because of his popularity. Later, he became 
the right man to be used in their plan of con-
tainment. Asked why he had not been given 
another trial, he said, “They know that if I get 
a new trial, they have a snowball’s chance in 
hell of winning.”

Before his case was sent to the Federal 
Parole Commission, he was beaten in jail, as a 
way of trying to dampen his activism in prison 
for noble causes. It was also meant to lay the 
basis for putting him in solitary confi nement, 
alleging that he was centrally responsible for the 
disorder, and depicting him as an inveterate rebel 
after three decades of attempting to wear him 
down. That was how he was to appear before 
the board that was to evaluate him, in a position 
that was not at all advantageous.

In July 2009 he was assessed for parole, 
always denied. His lawyer spoke in favour of 
parole, citing his good conduct and the promise 
of the Turtle Mountain tribe to take him into 
their fold.

The parole denial was based on the idea that 
releasing him would “disregard the seriousness 
of his offences and would promote disrespect 
for the law.” The commission ignored the fact 
that one of the former defendants had admitted 
shortly before that he had fi red the shots that 
killed the agents. 

This means that not even the conclusive 
evidence of that spontaneous confession was 
enough for those who used and maintain the 
opinion that they are making an “example” 
out of him, so that others do not dare to be 
defi ant again.

It is shameful to know that Peltier’s next 
parole hearing is in 14 (!) years. The commis-
sioners know that Peltier is suffering from 
several serious conditions, and is receiving 
poor medical attention, meaning they could 
become worse or even cause his death while 
incarcerated.

Prominent individuals from the arts, the 
law and politics, as well as ordinary citizens 
from many countries, are demanding clemency 
for such a glaringly twisted case, taken to an 
extreme of notorious perversity.

At this time, a letter to Barack Obama is 
circulating with the request that Peltier’s case 
be reviewed, or freedom should be given to a 
man who never should have been subject to such 
a prolonged and illegal sentence. There are no 
great hopes that this president, among all the 
others who were similarly petitioned, will be 
the one to absolve him. 

Magazine

tyle justice
Sth Africa 
honours 20th 
anniversary of 
Nelson Mandela’s 
freedom

Pepe Lozano

Thousands of South Africans and political 
leaders paid tribute to freedom-fi ghter and 
world peace crusader Nelson Mandela last 
week in commemorating the 20th anniver-
sary of his release from prison.

In an emotional re-enactment thousands 
of prominent members of the African National 
Congress and supporters marched out of the 
gates of Victor Verster near Cape Town, the last 
prison where Mandela was held.

Mandela, 91, known as Madiba, his clan 
name, made a special appearance during the 
country’s opening parliament of the National 
Assembly in Cape Town later that same day 
where he was honoured.

“President Mandela united this country 
behind the goal of a non-sexist, non-racial 
democratic and prosperous South Africa,” said 
President Jacob Zuma.

“We should refl ect on how far we have 
travelled as a country,” he said.

Mandela’s life work should inspire us not to 
rest until we achieve the ideals of a society free 
of poverty and deprivation,” said Zuma. “In the 
two decades since the Mandela’s release “our 
country has changed fundamentally,” he said.

Mandela was set free on February 10, 1990 
by then-President FW de Klerk after spending 
27 years in prison. Mandela went on to lead 
South Africa in the last remaining years of the 
nation’s peaceful revolution from apartheid to 
democracy.

He became a living symbol of the struggle 
against the racist system, which was enacted 
when he was 30 years old. Apartheid was a 
brutal system of enforced segregation where 
four million whites oppressed 25 million blacks, 
Asians and non-whites.

Born in 1918 in the Eastern Cape village 
of Transkei, Mandela was expected to become 
a traditional advisor to the chief of the 2.6 
million-strong Thembu nation.

He was sent to English schools and given 
the name “Nelson.”

Becoming an activist with the African 
National Congress Mandela led a general strike 
in 1950. He was later charged with treason in 
the longest trial in South African history.

After police killed 60 black protestors in the 
Sharpeville massacre, the ANC radicalised and 
Mandela formed the military wing becoming its 
fi rst commander in 1961. Soon after, the ANC 
was banned along with other organisations.

By 1962, Mandela was imprisoned for 

inciting a strike and sentenced in 1964 to life 
in prison.

Mandela credits imprisonment with strength-
ening his character, giving him focus, and 
personal reconciliation with his white captors, 
which became a theme in his life.

Before he was jailed Mandela is remem-
bered as saying, “I have fought against white 
domination, and I have fought against black 
domination. I have cherished the ideal of a 
democratic and free society in which all persons 
will live together in harmony, and with equal 
opportunities. It is an ideal, which I hope to live 
for, and to see realised. But if need be, it is an 
ideal for which I am prepared to die.”

Nearly three decades later Mandela was 
fi nally set free at the age of 71. Four years later 
South Africa held its fi rst democratic elections in 
1994 ending white racist rule. Mandela became 
the country’s fi rst black president by a landslide.

He was instrumental in helping lead the 
country’s peaceful racial reconciliation process 
after the apartheid regime.

His promotion of South Africa’s rugby team 
during the 1995 World Cup endeared him to 
many whites and symbolised his role in building 
bridges and to move beyond the country’s dark 
past, as documented in the recently released 
fi lm Invictus.

Mandela also helped in bringing soccer’s 
World Cup to South Africa, which is scheduled 
later this year.

He served one term and retired from politi-
cal life in 1999, establishing the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation to fi ght poverty, AIDS and illiteracy 
in Africa.

Since 1994 and Mandela’s presidency, the 
ANC party has reduced the number of South 
Africans living in poverty, built houses and 
schools and continues to deliver basic resources 
to blacks who suffered under apartheid.
Despite 17 years of economic growth South 
Africa has endured major setbacks due to the 
global economic downturn that erupted last year. 
Critics note unemployment remains above 20 
percent and millions of blacks continue to live 
in shanty towns with little access to running 
water, electricity or health care.

The nation’s HIV-AIDS infection rate 
continues to be among the highest in the world.
Given the country’s current economic and social 
challenges 20 years after Mandela’s release, 
many South Africans agree the former apartheid 
nation has come a long way.
People’s World 
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Ewa Jasiewicz

The Polish army’s announcement 
that it will buy seven Aerostar 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) 
from Israel’s Aeronautics earlier 
this month was heralded as a step 
forward for Poland’s “stabilisa-
tion” mission in Afghanistan. The 
UAV, or drone, has long been a 
key tool in the military arsenals of 
both the United States and Israel. 
The US leads the export market, 
followed by Israel, which as of last 
year was the planet’s third-biggest 
arms exporter, arming regimes 
around the world to the tune of 
US$6.75 billion in 2009.

The drone is more than simply a 
fl ying camera; it is killing machine 
in itself. American-made “Predator” 
and “Reaper” drones are currently 
used above Afghanistan and Pakistan 
and carry a payload of 200 kilograms 
– the weight of three adult men. In 
January 2010 alone, Predators killed 
123 innocent civilians in Pakistan. 
During this period only two mis-
siles hit their intended targets, in 
the extrajudicial killings of three 
al-Qaeda leaders.

Israel’s “Hermes 450” drone 
was used extensively during the 
invasion of Gaza last winter, dubbed 
“Operation Cast Lead” by the 
Israeli military. Like its American 
counterparts, the Hermes can also 
fi re missiles, including the “Spike” 
missile which weighs up to 150 
kilograms. Despite being defi ned as a 
“battle fi eld reconnaissance” weapon, 
drone-launched missiles were the 
biggest single cause of death during 
the 23-day invasion. According to 
Palestinian human rights organisation 
Al Mezan, 519 persons – more than 
a third of the total casualties – were 
killed by UAVs. The next closest 
were 473 Palestinians killed by Israeli 
warplanes, including American-made 
F-16s.

The majority of Palestinians 
killed during the invasion were civil-
ians. Palestinian medics reported a 
preponderance of civilian deaths by 
drones – families like the Berbakhs in 
Rafah who lost fi ve members or the 
Abed Rabbo family’s six members 
who were killed by UAV-launched 
missiles. During the fi ghting it was 
common to fi nd the mangled bodies 

of unarmed men cut down in the 
streets at night – victims of Israel’s 
UAV-enforced “aerial curfew.”

Poland’s military has embarked 
on a “Polonization of Israeli technol-
ogy” drive, coupling Israeli weapons-
manufacturing technology with Polish 
manpower and raw materials. Poland’s 
Bumar Group has a 10-year offset deal 
worth US$400 million with Israel’s 
Rafael Advanced Defence Systems to 
produce Spike missiles for drones and 
helicopter gunships. Under the deal, 
Rafael must accept Polish components 
in its own weapons.

The Spike missiles are currently 
produced at the ZM Mesko factory in 
southern Poland. During the Second 
World War Mesko was occupied by 
German forces and both Jewish Polish 
and Polish slave-workers manufac-
tured ammunition for the Third Reich. 
According to the Israeli Embassy’s 
Defence Attaché here, the venture at 
Mesko represents the most successful 
example of the Polonization of Israeli 
technology. He told this writer, “Now, 
60 years after the Holocaust, this com-
pany is providing Israeli technologies 
with Polish manpower for the benefi t 
of the whole world.” The residents 
of Afghanistan, Palestine and West 
Papua wouldn’t agree.

The current round of UAVs being 
sold to Poland are unarmed but will 
be used to guide F-16 bombing mis-
sions in Afghanistan. Poland, with 
2,600 troops occupying the country 
is one of the US’s top ten biggest 
recipients of foreign military fund-
ing. Following the completion of a 
US$3.8 billion contract for delivery 
of 42 F-16s in 2003, the US Air Force 
has been training Polish pilots on how 
to use the new planes. According to 
Colonel Timothy Burke, Chief of 
the Offi ce of Defence Cooperation 
at the US Embassy in Warsaw, “The 
pilots should be qualifi ed in the next 
few years. Once training has been 
completed, they will be using the 
F-16s for aerial missions” armed 
with laser-guided, GPS-enabled 
“smart-weapons.”

The fi rst Polish S-70i Blackhawk 
helicopter is also ready to roll this 
year. It is the product of a trilateral 
geopolitical military alliance com-
prised of Israel’s Elbit Systems, the 
US’s United Technology Corporation 
and Poland’s PZL Mielec. This 

alliance is expected to deepen in the 
coming years.

Israel has also given regular 
strategic and technical advice to the 
Polish military command. According 
to the Polish Ministry of Defence, 
between 1995 and 2009 there were 
more than 200 activities including 
mutual trainings of military units, 
exchange of expertise, courses, semi-
nars and symposiums organised by the 
Polish-Israeli Working Group. The 
working group is comprised of offi -
cials from the Ministries of Defence 
and Foreign Affairs of both countries.

Last autumn, Poland’s Chief 
of Staff General Franciszek Gagor 
participated in a training session 
with Israeli defence specialists on 
lessons learned from “Cast Lead” 
and “how to deal with the headlines.” 
According to the Israeli government, 
“Information warfare is one of the 
most developed issues of the past two 
decades. We have built a structure 
in the Israeli Defence Forces which 
includes information warfare. Coping 
with media challenges is one of our 
biggest issues.”

The Polish Ministry of Defence’s 
Vision of the Armed Forces 2030 
Plan has a similar structure including 
“Information Forces” to police enemy 
media. According to the plan, “The 
enemy shall use a broad range of mass 
media in order to support its actions. 
By diffusing images displaying inhu-
mane aspects of military operations, 
suffering of the civilian population, 
including children and persons 
advanced in years, the enemy shall try 
to preserve perception of the interven-
tion forces as occupying troops which 
do not respect human rights. Based 
on the ideology or religion, it will 
instil fear, feed hatred and strive for 
mobilisation of the local and interna-
tional public opinion against military 
forces and states fulfi lling mandate of 
international organisations.”

By equating the broadcasting 
of the horrifi c realities of war and 
particularly its effects on a civilian 
population with “propaganda” and 
de facto enemy activity, this policy 
risks censoring and criminalising 
investigative journalism and respect 
for human rights and international 

law. We journalists and human rights 
activists could be the enemy. And if 
we step out of line, the “Information 
Forces” could whip us into shape 
as “The units shall be intended for 
offensive and defensive actions car-
ried out in order to get information 
predominance over the enemy and to 
achieve expected military [political] 
results of the conducted operation.”

As modern warfare takes on 
an ever more aerial, alienated and 
indiscriminate approach to “the 
enemy,” governments are forcing us 
to keep our distance. Whether it is 
soldiers in bunkers guiding UAVs 
with joysticks or keeping the men, 
women and children being bombed 
by our militaries out of our sight 
through media gagging orders, it is 
ever more urgent that this distance be 
closed and those in charge of military 
policy be held accountable for their 
devastating results.
Ewa Jasiewicz is a co-editor of 
Le Monde Diplomatique Polish 
edition where a version of this 
article was originally published.
The Electronic Intifada 

Poland tightens 
military alliance with Israel 

Aerostar Unmanned Aerial Vehicle

Ukrainian elections: it’s the economy
Victor Yanukovich will be inau-
gurated as president of the 
Ukraine on February 25. His 
win in the second round against 
Yulia Timoshenko was offi cially 
recognised despite the fact that 
Timoshenko turned out to be a bad 
loser and is still toying with the 
idea of challenging the results. But 
the mood in the electorate is pretty 
much against playing politics – eve-
rybody wants something done with 
the economy and other problems 
that people face in real life.

Victor Yanukovich has declared 
that he wants an “audit” of the 
Ukrainian economy. Even without 
one it is clear that the problems are 
many and serious.

Former President Yuschenko 
put out a “10 steps towards people” 
program before he was dumped by 
the electorate. The Party of Regions 

had a look at the 10 points and 
pointed out that:

Step 1 – creating one million 
work places has failed. According 
to the International Labour 
Organisation every tenth Ukrainian 
is jobless and the numbers are 
growing.

Step 2 – providing priority 
fi nancing of social programs. 23.3 
percent of Ukrainians lived below 
poverty line before the crisis. 
In 2009 the fi gure rose to 37-40 
percent below the poverty line.

Step 3 – reducing taxes. 
There are more than 100 taxes. 
45.4 percent of the economy is a 
so-called “shadow economy”.

Step 4 – fi ghting corruption. 
According to Transparency 
International the Ukraine is the 
146th in the list of 180 countries 
which are most corrupt. It went 
down 12 points in 2009 alone.

Step 5 – strengthening the rule 
of law, making sure “everybody is 
equal before the law”. There was 
certain progress in this regard – 
some high ranking people of the 
Yuschenko administration were 
outed as criminals, paedophiles, 
corrupt individuals with false 
diplomas, etc. Very little 
punishment if any followed the 
revelations.

Step 6 – protection of family 
values and rights of children. 
When Yuschenko came to power 
the population of the Ukraine 
was 47,622,500 people; after his 
term the population is 46,143,700 
people. The number of orphans 
increased by 50 percent.

Step 7 – strengthening 
democratic, moral and spiritual 
values. The shameful neglect of 
WW2 veterans and glorifi cation of 
Hitler’s supporters in the Ukraine 

responsible for thousands of deaths 
caused Russia, Israel and many 
other countries to express fury and 
disgust at the blatant re-writing of 
history.

Step 8 – assisting countryside 
development.  Almost 5,000 
villages do not have schools though 
90 percent of them have 40-60 
school age children. There are no 
hospitals in 2,400 villages with the 
population over 500. About 2,300 
villages with the population of over 
800 have to bring in water.

Step 9 – creation of 
professional army. Since 2005 
funding has been cut and according 
to military experts the Ukrainian 
army could lose its military 
capability within 2-3 years.

Step 10 – foreign policy 
aimed at protecting Ukraine’s 
interests. The biggest failure of 
the Yuschenko administration. 

Trying to win Western friends 
not only undermined economic 
cooperation with Russia but 
caused political upheavals as 
well. In 2005 for instance Victor 
Yuschenko denounced Cuba for 
its “undemocratic regime” because 
George W Bush had asked him to. 
That is despite the fact that Cuba is 
the only country in the world which 
still treats Ukrainian children who 
were affected by the Chernobyl 
disaster free of charge. It is also 
supplying Georgia with arms, trying 
to join NATO against the expressed 
wish of the population and fanning 
ethnic tensions.

Huge tasks facing the Ukraine 
will take time and a very concerted 
effort to resolve. If anything, the 
close election results showed that 
the country is almost split into 
two. 
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Victor Grossman

The Berlin anti-fascists waiting 
near the Spree River at 4:30 am 
for the buses to Dresden were 
sleepy, cold and nervous. Not 
without reason. Some had faced 
the Nazis a year earlier. Every 
year these latter-day Nazi storm 
troopers try to misuse the emotions 
of Dresdeners mourning the loss 
of 25,000 to 35,000 people in the 
bombing inferno which incinerated 
the city on February 13, 1945 by 
downplaying the Holocaust and 
Nazi crimes in general.

The anti-fascists always oppose 
them. But last year it was again 
they who were treated coolly by the 
authorities. The police took their time 
at the city limits frisking them for 
weapons and then concentrated on 
protecting the Nazis. While driving 
home, a bus load of union members 
was severely attacked by Nazis 
from Sweden; one man’s skull was 
fractured. The attackers have never 
been apprehended; the police said 
they were “overburdened.” And this 
year the Nazis threatened to break all 
records with 10,000 adherents from 
near and far. Just in case, the anti-
fascists were given maps, telephone 
numbers as well as tape for the bus 
windows in case stones were thrown.

They felt somewhat safer when 
they got moving, with 1,300 people 
from Berlin. When buses from the 
state of Brandenburg joined up they 
formed a convoy of 30 buses for the 
2-3 hour trip. The police check up at 
the Dresden city limits was quicker 
and far less unfriendly this time. They 
had barely arrived when they heard 
calls to “Hurry up, our blockade is 
forming!”

Twenty-nine buses rolled in from 
all parts of Thuringia, others were 
arriving after a long night’s trip from 
the Rhineland, a group from Vienna 
had arrived a day earlier. Legislators 
from The Left held four “open air 
caucus meetings” and attracted local 
inhabitants; a famous left-wing singer 
attracted more. Before long four 
main groups had formed, with 2,000 
to 5,000 people each, waiting in the 
icy cold, sitting on mats, stamping 
their feet or sipping hot tea or soup, 
and effectively blocking off, from all 
sides, the big railroad station where 
the Nazis planned to start their march. 
Two organisations had joined and pre-
pared this demonstration for a whole 
year, the main one called “Dresden 
-Nazi frei” (“free of Nazis”), the other 
using as its name the Spanish Civil 
War slogan, “non pasaran.”

Two very different events were 
planned across the Elbe River which 
bisects Dresden. One was the habitual 

ceremony at the cemetery, in front of 
the memorial monument to all those 
who died during the inferno which 
engulfed Dresden 65 years ago. The 
mayor of Dresden, the minister presi-
dent of Saxony, of which Dresden is 
the capital, a leading rabbi and Jewish 
representative and other celebrities 
were present, but also a menacing 
contingent of black-clad Neo-Nazis, 
including some from their small but 
loud-mouthed caucus in the state 
legislature.

But this year the Dresden authori-
ties had altered their previous attitude 
of routine, half-hearted opposition to 
the Nazis. Looking in their direction, 
Mayor Helma Orosz, a Christian 
Democrat, spoke more clearly than 
many other politicians in recent years:

“By working together and protest-
ing jointly, opponents of the rightist 
extremists, whether they are radical 
leftists or Christian Democrats, anti-
fascists or church groups, can prevent 
them from spreading their inhumane 
National Socialist ideology, their 
racism, anti-Semitism, their lies and 
their distortions of history...

“Before Dresden burned, 
Semper’s synagogue burned, Warsaw, 
Rotterdam and Coventry burned. 
These truths must be used in confront-
ing these latter-day warriors. Dresden 
does not want them.”

Last year’s images of marching 
Nazis, sent out throughout the world, 
had evidently alarmed both Dresden’s 
conservative leaders as well as a 
large number of its citizens. In the 
early afternoon, it had been decided, 
a human chain would link the rebuilt 
synagogue with City Hall to demon-
strate their opposition to the Nazis. 
There were doubts as to whether the 
required 5,000 people would take part. 
But they did.

By 2 pm there were so many that 
the single chain became a double line. 
Then it was extended around the Old 
Market Square, where thousands of 
corpses had been collected and burned 
in 1945, then on to the newly-rebuilt 
Frauenkirche (Church of Our Lady) 
and the grandly rebuilt Opera House. 
An estimated 15,000 took part, often 
for the fi rst time in such a demonstra-
tion. After the chain was dissolved 
some tried to cross the river to join 
the blockades, not easy because both 
a railroad bridge and some pedestrian 
bridges had also been blockaded.

Meanwhile tension was mounting 
at the railroad station, the same one 
from which a last group of Dresden 
Jews had been sent off to the death 
camps just before the bombing raid. 
Police forces, three deep, protected 
the Nazis when they marched from 
their buses to the station, though 
some smaller gangs vandalised 

through the area, attacking one 
left-wing youth centre and injuring 
several of its defenders, one of them 
severely. There were a few minor 
skirmishes with less disciplined anti-
fascists, the violence-prone types 
who join in most demonstrations. 
But most Nazis were fi nally cordoned 
off by the police in front of the sta-
tion, impatient, angry, occasionally 
violent – but cornered.

Although the courts had given 
offi cial permission for the Nazi march, 
against the protest of the city of 
Dresden, a police spokesman said that 
the force of almost 5,700 in uniform, 
plus 1,700 as reinforcements from 
other states, was unable to break up 
the blockades of the anti-fascists, now 
at least 10,000 in number, and includ-
ing both elderly people and women 
with children. All they could do was 
maintain the safety of the estimated 
6,400 fascists in front of the station 
until 5 pm, when the time allotted 
them for their demonstration ran out, 
and then get them away safely.

So the crowd, overwhelmingly 
young, with many from The Left 
and from several Communist par-
ties, also from union groups as well 
as some Greens and left-wing Social 
Democrats, waited patiently in the 
cold, kept their ears to their cell 
phones and pocket radios and waited 
for new developments. They cheered 
at 5 pm when the police announced 
that the Nazi march had been can-
celled but stayed on to make sure 
and then cheer even louder at about 
7 pm when the police refused the Nazi 
demand to march back to their buses 
and loaded them instead on trains 
which kept them off the streets. And 
then, in a twitter message, the top 
Nazis made it offi cial: “The mourning 
march did not take place.”

After a fi nal victory meeting the 
demonstrators ended the ten-hour 
blockades and headed home. It was 
good that the mayor and the big shots 
had also opposed the Nazis and that so 
many people in Dresden had given up 
their apathy and joined them. It was 
a surprise that this time the police 
had been fairer than ever before in 
recent years. But the real victory lay 
in stopping the Nazis, and just pos-
sibly making them give up Dresden 
marches in the future. That, the tired 
anti-fascists were convinced, as they 
headed for home, had been achieved 
by their powerful blockades.

Many of them won’t be waiting a 
year to demonstrate again. Only one 
week later, last Saturday, a demonstra-
tion took place in Berlin to pressure 
the Bundestag and German govern-
ment leaders to pull the troops out of 
Afghanistan.
People’s World 

EGYPT: Egyptian police last week arrested over 30 members of 
the Muslim Brotherhood including deputy head Mahmoud Ezzat 
and two other leaders. The reason given was participation in 
banned political activities. Speculation is rampant, according to Al 
Jazeera, that the arrests represent Mubarak government precau-
tions in anticipation of elections later this year, a common scenario 
in recent years. Although banned since 1954, Brotherhood candi-
dates, running as independents, won 20 percent of parliamentary 
seats in 2005. The movement chose Mohammed Badi as its new 
leader in January. The Muslim Brotherhood has pioneered in 
combining political activity and charity work, observes the BBC. 
Brotherhood leader Gamal Nassar told Al Jazeera: “The arrests 
will defi nitely affect Egypt’s image, both internally and externally.”

ROMANIA: President Traian Basescu last week announced his 
government’s approval, pending parliamentary assent, of US mis-
sile interceptors deployed in Romania. He emphasised that the 
Middle East, Iran especially, represents the potential threat, not 
Russia. Moscow’s vociferous objection last year was central to 
Washington’s scrapping of plans to place interceptors in Poland 
and a radar detection system in the Czech Republic. Romania 
presently hosts US military training facilities and a base on the 
Black Sea. Its government also facilitated CIA prisoner transport 
and detention programs (“extraordinary rendition”), according 
to euobserver.com. A State Department spokesperson linked 
anti-missile facilities in Romania, not operational until 2015, to 
ship-based interceptor systems in the Black Sea. The placing of 
other missile interceptors in Poland is still under study, he said.

BRAZIL: The government last week licensed construction of 
the world’s third largest dam and hydroelectric project on con-
dition that investors contribute US$800 million toward mitigation 
of adverse social and environmental effects. Justifi cation of the 
facility located in the Xingu river basin at Belo Monte, along 
with 70 other dams on Amazonian waterways, rests on energy 
needs envisioned for expanding industrialisation. Hydroelectricity 
is touted as a means for reducing atmospheric carbon emis-
sions. Opposition to the project, set for completion in 2014, 
has reportedly been intense. Indigenous groups and ecolo-
gists say 80 percent of the river water will be diverted, fi sh will 
be poisoned, and fl ooding will ensue. Protestors claim popula-
tion displacement threatens the cultural integrity and survival 
of 24 Indigenous communities. The dam is seen as emblemat-
ic of a wave of privatisation spreading throughout the region.

Global Briefs

Dresden beats the Nazis

Last year’s images of marching Nazis, 
sent out throughout the world, had 
evidently alarmed both Dresden’s 
conservative leaders as well as 
a large number of its citizens. 
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Astounding 
beliefs
A chap I was talking to once 
informed me that “in Soviet 
Russia, you have to get permission 
to buy a pair of shoes”. There is 
no rational response to so daft a 
statement, is there?

You are left wondering how on 
Earth does he think such a society 
would – or could – operate, let alone 
last three quarters of a century in the 
face of war, sabotage, blockade and 
subversion?

That many people simply do not 
think rationally about current affairs, 
or indeed think deeply about anything 
at all, is all too evident. Just listen to 
commercial radio, especially in the 
mornings.

Capitalism encourages this state 
of affairs. The task of paying work-
ers less than the value of what they 
produce would be a lot harder if 
workers were given opportunities 
and encouragement to think seriously 
about the matter.

Distracting the minds of the 
masses with bread and circuses has 
been a signifi cant ruling class tool 
since the days when the bosses of 
Rome threw Christians and other 
troublemakers to the lions for the 
amusement of the crowds. Today they 
have football and television.

But just because capitalism takes 
advantage of unscientifi c thinking, and 
actively encourages it, don’t for one 
moment think that it is exclusively a 
capitalist phenomenon. Even long-
time Party members, who should 

certainly know better, can be seduced 
into accepting glib anti-scientifi c 
answers. Especially if they are emo-
tionally involved in an issue.

An old friend of mine, a veteran 
comrade, surprised me once by com-
ing into my offi ce and announcing 
that he was on his way to see an 
ABC Commissioner whom he knew, 
to protest about the operation of a 
“witches’ coven” at the ABC’s Gore 
Hill studio.

It seemed his son now worked at 
the Gore Hill studios, and had told his 
dad about the strange goings on there. 
According to my friend, the lad had 
reported that telephones would ring, 
but no one would answer them; when 
he asked “isn’t anyone going to get 
that phone?” they all smiled and went 
on with their work.

Then one of the staff offered 
him a lift into the city, but halfway 
across the harbour bridge the car 
“jumped from the south-bound to the 
north-bound lane and headed in the 
opposite direction with no disruption 
to the traffi c”.

I suggested that the son had been 
imbibing substances of an hallucina-
tory nature and was having the cus-
tomary fl ashes. His father preferred 
the witchcraft theory.

So then I had to talk to him, 
although he was considerably older 
than I was, like a Dutch uncle. I 
reminded him that he was a Marxist-
Leninist, committed to a belief in a 
scientifi c universe. Witchcraft and 
magic are not scientifi c.

“Cars cannot jump around on 
the Harbour Bridge unnoticed and 
untouched by other traffi c. Therefore 
something else is happening.”

When he took the time to think 
about it, he realised that a belief in 
witchcraft was incompatible with this 
materialist philosophy. He went home 
and fronted his son, who admitted 
he’d been using drugs for some time.

What might have been a spec-
tacular confrontation with the ABC 
Commissioners instead became a 
medical problem.

I felt quite smug at the outcome, 
but withal I found it disturbing too. 
That a Comrade of many years 
experience in the Party could have 
so little grasp of our materialist phi-
losophy that he could whole-heartedly 

embrace the notion of witchcraft was 
a real worry.

If Communists were to start 
believing in magic, what else would 
they believe in? Virgin births? The 
resurrection of the dead? World peace 
as a genuine goal of US imperialism?

A coroner in Wales was similarly 
perturbed late last year when inves-
tigating the death of a 32-year old 
baker who suicided after a row with 
his girl-friend. Psychics told police 
(why do they listen to these nutters?) 
that the dead man had been strangled 
by gangsters and had been forced to 

drink petrol and bleach. They also said 
that “a lion, a horse and a man called 
Tony Fox were signifi cant”.

Instead of demanding that the so-
called psychics provide some tangible 
evidence to back up their claims, the 
Dyfed-Powys police reportedly spent 
£20,000 on a murder hunt, visiting 
every pub called Red Lion or Black 
Horse in the region. Despite the sup-
posed powers of the psychics, police 
forensic investigators found no evi-
dence of foul play and a post-mortem 
found no trace of bleach or petrol in 
the deceased.

The coroner, when he fi nally 
got to sit on the case, expressed his 
astonishment at the police actions, as 
well he might.

Finally, somewhat tangentially but 
still on the subject of curious beliefs, 
remember what the famous economist 
John Maynard Keynes once said: 
“Capitalism is the astounding belief 
that the most wickedest men will do 
the most wickedest of things for the 
greatest good of everyone.”

I think we can all agree that that 
is an astounding belief! 

Letters / Culture & Life

In support of 
Alan Miller

I totally agree with the sentiments 
expressed by Alan Miller (Guardian 
February 10). I agree that 
Comrade Vic Williams’ Australian 
Marxist Review article was excel-
lent and should be compulsory 
reading for all Party Members and 
supporters.

I have often thought that 
the beginning of the collapse of 
Socialism was the speech made by 
Nikita Khrushchev to the 20th CPSU 
Congress in 1956.

Here I would like to relate a per-
sonal experience. A lasting memory I 
have of my visit to the Soviet Union 
in 1979 was the air of embarrassment 
that seemed to come over people 
when Stalin’s name was mentioned. 
I can only put this down to the fact 
that the people I spoke to were in 
their formative years in the fi fties and 
therefore were overly infl uenced by 
the 20th Congress.

There has never been any doubt 
in my mind that Stalin was the great-
est revolutionary after Marx, Engels 
and Lenin. A friend of mine who is 
infl uenced by Socialist Alliance keeps 
telling me that Stalin is dead. Yes 
that is true, but history is still very 
much alive. It is indisputable fact 
that Socialism was built in the Soviet 
Union under Stalin’s leadership.

Perhaps there was a lot of 
bureaucracy. This was to a large extent 
unavoidable. But the fact remains 
that bureaucratic or not, Socialism 
abolished unemployment, poverty 
and wont, established the world’s best 
health service and the world’s best 
education service, as well as being a 
bastion of world peace. Above every-
thing else it must never be forgotten 
that Socialism did not fail. It was the 
people that failed.

The development of Socialism 
that we are seeing now, particularly 
in Latin America, and the example 
that it is setting to the world is a 
direct legacy of the struggle that was 
waged in Eastern Europe to establish 
Socialist Societies.

Ron Barrett
Mt Druit, NSW

Shine rubs off 
Mr Plastic Fantastic

There has been a tendency for a 
long time for self-promotion in 
politics. It is especially noticeable 
with local members – they may 
be not do very much, but open a 

local paper or receive a newsletter 
from their offi ces and you’ll have a 
smiling face attached to a politician 
next to a stray dog, a mingling in 
a supermarket, congratulating 
somebody who actually did some-
thing for the community, etc. Do 
not get me wrong – I am happy for 
recognition to be given to people 
who actually deserve it but who are 
modest enough to be recognised by 
others for their efforts.

I thought that I was alone in 
thinking how cheap it all looks but 
the latest news about Mr Rudd’s 
decline in popularity just proves 
the point. Before the elections Mr 
Rudd used media very much to his 
advantage. And let’s face it, at the 
time anybody half-decent but who 
wasn’t Johnny Howard was a much 
preferred candidate.

Now it appears that Kevin Rudd 
is being perceived as plastic, his 
language contrived and listeners 
get irritated by his convoluted and 
evasive answers. Mr Rudd is busily 
digging a gap between himself 
and the people he is supposed to 
represent. Photo opportunities and 
travel are all very well but there is a 
growing disconnection between what 
worried us every day and Mr Plastic 
Fantastic. It is hard to work for the 
benefi t of the people but it is always 
appreciated when it is genuine and 
not a PR exercise.

T Southern
Brisbame
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Rob Gowland

CPA HAITI APPEALCPA HAITI APPEAL
The CPA Central Committee Executive at its meeting held on February 6-7 launched 

an appeal to support the Cuban medical brigade currently working in Haiti. The 

Communist Party of Australia calls on all its members and supporters to contribute 

to this Appeal. Donations will be used to fund medicines and medical supplies to the 

Cuban doctors in Haiti.

The CPA believes this is the best possible way to deliver aid effectively to the victims 

of the recent earthquakes in Haiti. Cuban doctors already have 11 solid years of 

helping Haiti with the training and provision of doctors and health professionals and 

were already in attendance when the disaster struck. They immediately set up a 

field hospital next to the collapsed national hospital. It cannot be understated the 

importance of this decision to set up in the area where people would naturally seek 

help. Within days, eight separate field hospitals were established and more medical 

teams arrived from Cuba. Cuba is considered to be the exemplar of the provision of 

catastrophe–related medical assistance. Cuban Medical teams under the banner of 

“The Henry Reeve Brigade” are working constructively and positively with medical 

brigades from around the world. Often as well the Cuban doctors are working alone 

effectively deploying assistance in inhospitable places where no other medical 

brigades were prepared to go.

The illegal US blockade of Cuba impacts greatly on the cost of medical supplies 

for the Cuban doctors and despite this Cuba continues to supply free medical aid 

on a scale unmatched even by the World Health Organisation and Médecins Sans 

Frontières.

The CPA Haiti Appeal will collect monies from now until February 23. Monies 

collected will be sent to Cuba by the end of the month. The monies will go directly to 

supporting the Cuban medical teams in Haiti. Doctors and not soldiers is what the 

people in Haiti need!

Please make cheques or money orders payable to the CPA and indicate the monies 

are for the Haiti Appeal

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills NSW 2010. 

Payments can also be made by phoning 02 9699 8844 or 

emailing cpa@cpa.org.au with credit card details.
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Who discovered penicillin? 
Alexander Fleming, of 

course. But who discovered how 
to turn it into a usable, revolution-
ary drug in human medicine? Not 
Fleming, but the Australian profes-
sor Howard Florey and his team at 
Oxford University’s Dunn School of 
Pathology.

WW2 was raging and their 
research was plagued by restrictions 
and shortages and scandalous lack 
of funding (they had to improvise 
almost all their equipment). In an 
era when any scratch could result in 
septicaemia, the war would prove the 
vital signifi cance of their research.

Breaking The Mould: The 
Story Of Penicillin (ABC1 Sunday 
February 28 at 8.30 pm) is a skilfully 
dramatised account of this enthralling 
race to develop this “wonder drug”. 
It also makes clear the weakness of 
Fleming, who all was too willing to 
accept credit for a drug he did not in 
fact create.

Dominic West plays Florey as a 
dedicated, stiff and proud man who 
refused to patent the drug they had 
developed because they had not done 
it for money.

Fans of Torchwood should 
enjoy Sanctuary (ABC2 

Mondays from March 1 at 9.30 pm), 

a Canadian science fantasy series that 
began life on the Internet. It has just 
been renewed for a third series (of 
twenty episodes) on Canadian and US 
TV. Set in North America, it centres 
on an English woman doctor – played 
by Amanda Tapping – who is over 150 
years old (she unsuccessfully treated 
Jack The Ripper) and who tracks 
down, captures and protects mutants 
(known as “abnormals”).

The fi rst two episodes are based 
on the fi rst four episodes of the origi-
nal Internet series, and tell how the 
doctor recruits a forensic psychiatrist 
(played by Robin Dunne). They also 
introduce one of her former col-
leagues, who can teleport through 
time and space, but who is not a 
welcome visitor at the Sanctuary.

In later episodes, we meet more 
former colleagues and learn about the 
effects of injecting vampire blood.

As such sci-fi  fantasy adventures 
go it holds some promise, although 
a little humour would help (compare 
the mood with that of True Blood).

Comedian Griff Rhys Jones’ 
previous series (in which he 

climbed various mountains in Britain) 
proved to be surprisingly watch-
able. In his latest venture into travel 
documentary, the fi ve-part series 
Rivers With Griff Rhys Jones (ABC1 
Tuesdays from March 2 at 8.30pm), 
he explores how rivers have shaped 
the landscape and history of Britain.

Along the way, he canoes, walks, 
sails and even swims through some 
beautiful scenery, accompanied by 
his chocolate coloured Labrador dog. 
The series is laid back, leisurely and 
oddly interesting, thanks to the people 
he meets along the way, who are not 
the usual folk found in travel shows.

And Rhys Jones makes a likeable 
if sometimes unconventional host.

On the other hand, Take A 
Seat (ABC2 Wednesday 

March 3 at 8.30 pm), recounting 
British cyclist Dominic Gill’s travels 

in North and South America, is not 
worth bothering with.

Gill’s clever scheme was to ride 
a tandem bike. As he rode from the 
top of Alaska down to Chile, he would 
pick up people along the way to ride 
at the back (incidentally doing most of 
the work, such is the way of tandems) 
while he would fi lm them and thus 
make a TV movie.

Unfortunately, his snippets of 
fi lmed encounters are too short to give 
viewers much acquaintance with the 
people he picks up and curiously even 
less acquaintance with the scenery.

The program palled very quickly.

Sex: The Revolution (ABC2 
Wednesdays from March 3 

at 9.30 pm) is a four-part series about 
the so-called sexual revolution in the 
USA, beginning in the “stultifi ed, 
sexually repressed” 1950s and going 
through to the end of the century.

It is always interesting, as vari-
ous people challenge the authorities 
over issues as diverse as freedom of 
speech, “make love not war”, the 
conservatism of the churches, and 
women’s right to control their own 
bodies.

But it seemed to me that, as a 
program it was unsatisfying because 
it was so relentlessly middle-class, so 
white bread and well-fed. Poverty is 
not an issue for the folk in this vision 
of the USA.

Even its depiction of the repressed 
1950s, the Eisenhower years, is 
entirely devoted to well-heeled and 
well-housed people. Were the folk 
who lived in trailer parks so uptight 
about sex? I wonder.

Or did they have more urgent 
problems to think about than whether 
they were getting an adequate 
orgasm? That was a question that 
perturbed middle-class professional 
women who were not living hand to 
mouth. But working class women had 
other concerns, like how could they 
afford health care if they lost their 

job, if their factory closed and went 
to the unorganised South.

Entrepreneurs like Hugh Heffner 
made a fortune out of promoting the 
“sexual revolution”, pandering to 
a male fantasy of pneumatic “bun-
nies” ready and willing to please 
“swingers”.

It is not that the program is 
wrong, but the absence of a class per-
spective seriously distorts its content. 
Which is a pity: it could have been 
really valuable.

It must be me: I find Peep 
Show (ABC2 Thursdays 

from January 28 at 10.00 pm) to be 
singularly poor. It is not very funny; 
in fact it is so laboured it is actually 
hard to watch.

The two leads (David Mitchell 
who plays Mark and Robert Webb 
who plays Jeremy) are clearly com-
petent performers, but script and 
direction seem to subscribe to the 
view that subtlety is no substitute for 
a blunt instrument.

I fi nd that being bashed over the 
head with a gag tends to take the wit 
out of it. 
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Fans of Torchwood should enjoy Sanctuary (ABC2 Mondays from 
March 1 at 9.30 pm) – left to right, John Druitt (Christopher Heyerdahl), 
Dr Helen Magnus (Amanda Tapping), Ashleigh (Emilie Ullerup) and 
Will Zimmerman (Robin Dunne)

Slipped Through the Net
The story of Melrose Desmond Donley

by Elly Inta

Taken from his mother at the age of six months, Des Donley 

became a ward of state, in and out of foster homes and then on 

to a Salvation Army Orphanage. At 15 he was farmed out to a 

family as virtual slave labour, working from 3.30 in the morning 

until 9 at night, sleeping in a shed with a prickly straw pillow. 

Only at the age of 18, he ended his isolation, entered the paid 

workforce, found girls, dancing, music and had a few drinks. He 

became a union delegate, joined the Communist Party and spent 

a life fighting for others. The fair skinned Des was in his 60s 

when he learnt of his Aboriginality. He is still fighting, at the age 

of 94, for his stolen wages.

$25 including p&h within Australia
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February 26
ONE STATE: RESOLVING ISRAEL-PALESTINE CONFLICT?
Anthony Loewenstein, freelance journalist & author My Israel Question
Ian Bickerton, History Research Fellow UNSW, author The Arab-Israel 
Confl ict – A History

March 5
PRISONS AS A LAST RESORT: 
THE POTENTIAL FOR REFORM
Eilleen Bawldry, Prof, UNSW
Greg Smith, MP, NSW Shadow Attorney General, Shadow Minister of Justice

March 12
AFGHANISTAN: SHOULD AUSTRALIA WITHDRAW?
Phil Glendenning, Director, Edmund Rice Centre
Bob Howard, University of Sydney

March 19
HOSPITALS CAN KILL: 
EVALUATING PRIVATE & PUBLIC HOSPITAL CARE
Paul Dugdale, Assoc Prof, Public Health ANU
David Hirsch, Barrister, Specialist Medical Negligence Litigation

March 26
THE NEW NUCLEAR DEBATE
Scott Ludlam, Senator, Greens WA
Bob Howard, Dept. Govt.& International Relations, Sydney Uni

April 2
NO MEETING – Easter long weekend

April 9
POLITICS OF DISABILITY: WHAT SHOULD RUDD DELIVER?
Bill Shorten, Federal MP, Parliamentary Sec. Disability & Children's Services
Rhonda Galbally, OA, Chair, National Disability Advisory Council, 
author of Just Passions

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney

Every Friday 6pm ’til 7.45
Gaelic Club

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Pat Toms 02 9358 4834
patandbrucetoms@gmail.com

www.politicsinthepub.org.au
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The Chelmsford disgrace – 
no justice for Barry Hart
Tom Pearson 

Chelmsford deep sleep victim Barry Hart’s 
34-year fi ght for justice came to an end in 
the NSW Supreme Court on February 9. He 
collapsed on hearing the verdict of Justice 
Handley which dismissed with costs his 
application to appeal his negligence case 
against his former lawyers Cashman and 
Partners. He was taken by ambulance to 
St Vincent’s Hospital and admitted to its 
psychiatric emergency care ward. Hart 
suffers from severe, chronic Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder and brain damage, legacies 
of his treatment without consent at the 
Chelmsford Hospital in 1973. Doctors at St 
Vincent’s are very worried about his ability 
to cope with the injustice he has suffered at 
the hands of the legal system.

Barry Hart, gymnasium proprietor, model 
and actor was subjected without consent to 
Chelmsford Private Hospital’s discredited 
narcosis or so called “deep sleep therapy” 
combined with repeated electrical shocks to the 
brain for 10 days during February and March 
1973. According to the evidence of eminent 
medical practitioners the repeated chemical and 
electrical abuse continued even though Hart 
was seriously ill with pneumonia, had gone 
into shock and became cyanosed. He suffered 
as a result, life threatening double pneumonia, 
deep vein thrombosis, a pulmonary embolus and 
because of a depletion of oxygen in his blood 
anoxic brain damage.

Hart then 36, who had appeared in over a 
130 television commercials was referred to Dr 
John Herron by a general practitioner for anxi-
ety and distress symptoms caused by botched 
plastic eyelid surgery. Despite the fact that he 
had reports from three eminent plastic surgeons 
verifying his botched surgery, and unknown to 
Hart at the time, these were diagnosed by Dr 
Herron as symptoms of delusions, paranoia and 
psychosis. Feeling confused and anxious over 
contradictory medical opinions as to whether his 
eyelid deformity could be fi xed he telephoned Dr 
Herron in late February 1973 and was referred 
on the telephone to the Chelmsford Private 
Hospital. After waiting an hour to see Dr Herron, 
and becoming anxious because of patients he 
saw who looked to be in a state of sedation, he 
decided to leave. He was then given a tablet by a 
nurse on the pretence it was to settle his anxiety 
which rendered him unconscious.

After much diffi culty in obtaining lawyers 
willing to take on his case he received a jury 
verdict in the NSW Supreme Court in July 1980 
for false imprisonment against Chelmsford 
Private Hospital and for false imprisonment, 
assault and battery and negligence against Dr 
John Herron. Hart and other victims could not 
get a doctor here or overseas to go to court in 
their defence. 

Damages were made empty by judge 
Fisher’s summing up, the jury believing they 
were only compensating Hart for the transient 
damage of pneumonia and an “unpleasant” stay 
in hospital and that he was fully employable. 
Just $6,000 was awarded for false imprisonment, 
$18,000 for the assault and battery and $36,000 
for general compensatory damage.

Hart’s out of pocket legal expenses, which 
he never recovered, were more than $6,000 
and $18,000 was taken by legal aid as a part 
contribution towards costs, leaving him with 
$36,000 in compensation and because of his 
injuries unemployable. The overall costs of the 
four month trial were $750,000.

The judge blamed Hart’s barrister Edward St 
John QC for the length of the trial and awarded 
half the costs against Hart. Legal Aid claimed 
Hart owed it $151,000.

Appeals by the Defendants wanting a new 
trial and cross appeals by the plaintiff followed 
the verdict, Hart claiming that damages were 
inadequate. In late 1981 he was informed that 
Legal Aid would not fund his appeal. The 
defendant’s appeal was fi nanced by their indem-
nity insurance, the Medical Defence Union.

Prolonged narcosis had been discredited 
and had fallen out of use in the rest of the world 
in the 1950’s as being a dangerous treatment 
with little or no therapeutic value. It was also 
expensive requiring one-on-one 24 hour nursing 
care by experienced nurses trained in the care 
of unconscious patients. 

Its use by Dr Bailey and his DST colleagues 
Drs Herron, Gardiner and Gill in the 1960s and 
’70s at Chelmsford was not even conducted 
under those limited conditions.

A Royal Commission in 1988-1990 found 
that there were at least 24 known deaths caused 
directly by the treatment. False death certifi cates 
were signed by the Chelmsford narcosis doctors 
to cover up the true cause of death. The consent 
forms were often forged. A further 25 patients 
committed suicide within 12 months following 
the DST treatment at Chelmsford – one, a Mr 
A, committed suicide on the day after receiving 
the deep sleep. There were well over a hundred 
injuries caused by negligence. Patients were 
placed in a coma at Chelmsford with toxic 
and potentially fatal dosages of barbiturates 
combined with other drugs and electrical shock 
treatment for up to two weeks, and fed through 
a stomach tube. Its proponent Harry Bailey 
committed suicide in 1985 on the eve of a civil 
case against him and was facing disciplinary 
proceedings by the Medical Board over the 
grossly negligent death of his narcosis patient, 
26-year-old clerk Miriam Podio.

Although the treatment was highly danger-
ous and a threat to health and life there were 
no doctors at the hospital in case of emergen-
cies and the unconscious patients in the seda-
tion ward were mostly nursed by unqualifi ed 
nurse’s aides. Chelmsford was not registered 

to take psychiatric patients until 1975 and 
although the hospital was regularly inspected 
by the Health Department and had received 
numerous complaints nothing was done. The 
Royal Commission also found that there was 
a conspiracy to pervert the course of justice in 
the 1980 trial by the fraudulent removal by the 
defendants of Hart’s unsigned consent form 
in order to “cover up” the fact that treatment 
had been given without consent. No criminal 
prosecutions followed the Commissioners’ 
recommendation that the evidence be sent to 
the DPP. None of the surviving narcosis doctors 
were brought to justice for the deaths which 
have been called “murder” in various books 
and publications.

Symptoms from which Hart suffered that 
the judge called “bizarre” which could not be 
diagnosed in 1980 were medically diagnosed 
in 1993 as severe, chronic post traumatic 
stress disorder. They include heightened star-
tle response to noise, fl ash backs and clonic 
convulsions which mimic the convulsions of 
electrical shock, nightmares and hyper psycho-
logical arousal. PTSD as it is known was not a 
recognized illness in 1980. Despite his repeated 
written instructions to include the fresh medi-
cal evidence into his appeal on inadequate 
compensatory damages, his lawyers failed to 
do so. Hart lost the appeal with costs against 
him. A consequent case against his lawyers for 
failing to introduce the PTSD evidence into 
the appeal in which Hart had the support of an 
expert legal witness, Barry Toomey QC, who 
was highly critical of Hart’s lawyer’s failure 
to properly prepare his case, was also lost. The 
judge in the trial, Justice Hall, acting as a bar-
rister during the Chelmsford Royal Commission 
defended the Attorney General’s Department 
and cross examined Hart on its behalf. There 
were almost 50 errors of fact in his judgment 
which Hart called a “work of fi ction” and in 
which the judge excused the defendant solici-
tor swearing under oath a false affi davit. An 
attempt to appeal the decision was stopped 
by the registrar Scheller of the appeals court 
on the grounds that the application was out of 
time and the appeal allegedly had little merit. 
It took him 12 months to make his decision.

On the September 7, 2009 Justice Handley 
heard an application by Mr Hart that his 
appeal had merit and he an arguable case. Five 
months later Justice Handley brought down 
his judgment.

Hart lost with costs, the judge claiming 
the appeal had little chance of success. Justice 
Handley said that the defendant had already 
incurred substantial costs without any pros-
pects of recovery because the complainant was 
“impecunious” (had no money).

Barry Hart told The Guardian “I have 
expert medical evidence that I suffered anoxic 
brain damage and severe chronic post traumatic 
stress disorder as a consequence of the abuse in 
Chelmsford – the symptoms which I have had 
since Chelmsford which have been observed 
by friends, relatives and others affect me daily 
and which the medical experts claim I will have 
for the rest of my life. I often wake up in the 
morning screaming with unbearable anxiety. I 
haven’t been compensated for these injuries. I 
am unemployable and have lost over a million 
dollars in wages.

“For many years I lived on a disability 
pension, I had never been unemployed in my 
life before the abuse in Chelmsford and had 
an exemplary employment history The legal 
system has according to medical experts exac-
erbated my illness and it is now incurable. It has 
become an accessory to the torture I suffered in 
Chelmsford. This is a human rights case. Why 
can’t I get justice?” 

Good question. 
Hart owes more than $400,000 in legal 

costs. He receives a pension. He spent $70,000 
on his case against his former lawyers – money 
he received from his late mother’s will.

Jurist, Brett Dawson, author, former lec-
turer in law and police prosecutor agreed with 
the 1983 comment of Justice Michel Kirby 
that the Hart case “brings no great credit on 
the legal profession of this country”. Dawson, 
expressing concern about the 34 years that Hart 
has been caught up in an adversary legal quag-
mire fi ghting for justice and quoting Charles 
Dickens said, “The law is not about justice, 
the business of the law is to make business 
for itself”. 

“The law 
is not about justice,

 the business of the law 
is to make business

 for itself”
Charles Dickens


