
Darren Coyne

Toomelah is an Aboriginal community fac-
ing meltdown. Residents fear the closure of 
their Community Development Employment 
Projects (CDEP) program may be the fi nal 
nail in the community’s coffi n.

Since the CDEP shut nine months ago, the 
community on the NSW/Queensland border has 
begun to unravel.

There has been a deterioration of facilities 
and services, an increase in crime and suicide 
attempts, and widespread disintegration in living 
conditions in the 600-strong centre.

Fed up, the Toomelah Community Council 
recently held a community meeting in an 
attempt to stop the rot, and has called for urgent 
help from local federal MP Mark Coulton and 
Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin.

Toomelah Co-operative manager Rene 
Adams said more than 80 people on CDEP had 
lost their jobs, and were now aimless.

“It was the CDEP workers that built the 
homes, provided the services, and fi xed the 
roads and the park. Everyone had a role, but 
now there’s nothing,” Ms Adams said.

“We’ve lobbied every state and federal 
minister since 2008 and only now they’re seeing 
what the fallout from scrapping CDEP is. There 
were 85 people on CDEP and 80 of those are 
now back on Centrelink payments.”

Ms Adams said the Toomelah CDEP was 
the fi rst established in NSW as a result of the 
Human Rights Report led by Justice Marcus 
Einfeld in 1988.

Einfeld reportedly wept as he walked the 
streets of Toomelah, taking in the poverty and 
deprivation. His report exposed third world 
living conditions, 

high unemployment rates, and racism from 
the nearby regional centre of Goondiwindi.

With the help of CDEP the community 
rebuilt itself, so when news fi ltered though that 
the government was going to shut the program, 
the community led by Toomelah Co-operative 
fought hard to save it.

They were unsuccessful.
“The federal government’s response to our 

submissions was that Toomelah was situated 
in a 100 kilometre radius of a growth centre, 
being Goondiwindi,” Ms Adams told The Koori 
Mail newspaper.

However, in the 21 years of the Toomelah 
CDEP being operational, not one Aboriginal 
person on CDEP had been employed in 
Goondiwindi from either Toomelah or nearby 
Boggabilla, she said.

“That’s why they don’t think they’ll have 
much luck now ... in fact many have already 
given up hope.”

Ms Adams said that since the closure of 
the CDEP program, there had been 14 suicide 
attempts by former participants, an increase in 
mental health issues, and a rise in the number 
of people being jailed.

“They (the federal government) have killed 
off the community’s spirit. They’ve spent mil-
lions over the years and now they’ve taken it 
all away,” she said.

“All they (Toomelah residents) want is 
employment in their own community. We know 
there’s a lot of Toomelahs around, but we are 
fi ghting for us.”

Federal MP Mark Coulton (National Party) 
has also taken up the fi ght.

After visiting the community in recent 

months, Mr Coulton has written to Ms Macklin 
asking that Toomelah be considered a special 
case, worthy of its own employment program.

“The thrust of my letter is that since CDEP 
was scrapped the morale of the community has 
gone and the level of lawlessness has increased,” 
he said. “Toomelah is a special case that needs 
help. They’re crying out for understanding and 
having been out there I agree with them.”

Govt response
A spokesperson for Ms Macklin said the 

government was aware of concerns by the 
Toomelah community regarding the withdrawal 
of CDEP, and senior offi cials had attended the 
public meeting.

“Additional support has been provided to 
assist Toomelah in managing the transition out 
of CDEP through the Indigenous Employment 
Program,” she said.

“The government has also provided fund-
ing to the Toomelah Cooperative to deliver 
a Community Support Service in Toomelah, 
Boggabilla and Goondiwindi over three years 

to help link Indigenous people with support 
services.”

She said offi cers from the Department of 
Families, Housing, Community Services and 
Indigenous Affairs would conduct a review with 
the Department of Education, Employment and 
Workplace Relations to identify any service gaps 
that needed to be addressed.

“This will include a further meeting with 
community representatives to discuss their 
concerns,” she said.

“Additional support has been provided to 
assist Toomelah in managing the transition out 
of CDEP through the Indigenous Employment 
Program.”

She said the government had also provided 
funding to the Toomelah Cooperative to deliver 
a Community Support Service in Toomelah, 
Boggabilla and Goondiwindi over three years 
to help link Indigenous people with support 
services.
The Koori Mail 
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A dangerous, fast buck program
The Rudd government denies responsibility and Abbott’s 

Opposition has turned the tragic deaths of four young workers into a 
political football. The workers were installing home insulation under 
the government’s stimulus package when they lost their lives. The 
intent of the two-year insulation program was to generate jobs and 
conserve energy. As worthy as its aims might be, the program’s imple-
mentation was nothing short of criminal on the part of unscrupulous 
employers and governments alike. In addition to the deaths, at least 
one resident has suffered an electric shock and is lucky to be alive and 
there have been a number of house fi res reported.

The home insulation scheme became a multi-billion dollar rort 
for the private sector. Fly-by-night operators sprung up everywhere, 
recruiting workers with little or no training or experience. Just stick 
the insulation in the ceiling and move on to the next home, they were 
told. There are reports of workers being paid cash-in-hand, no su-
perannuation, no workers’ compensation or other entitlements. A fast 
buck program if ever there was one. It was not hard to get on the 
government’s approved list for the $1,200 rebate. The government did 
not prepare for or police the exponential growth in the industry, let 
alone inspect their work.

The government now admits that it received the fi rst of many 
warnings from industry experts and trade unions about safety issues 
12 months ago. It did nothing. It took the fourth death before it was 
forced to put the program on hold and talk about inspecting work 
that had been done. It was told that foil insulation is inherently un-
safe, that metal staples were dangerous. The Queensland government 
eventually, to its credit, banned them, but that did not stop their use. 
Live electric wires touching foil insulation creates live ceilings and 
risk of fi re. Coating around wires can perish or be chewed by rats. 
There are dangers associated with other insulation products such as 
fi bres, high temperatures in hot weather, etc.

“It’s people actually breaching the guidelines as installers, not 
properly following the rules and regulations that we’ve put in place, 
and exposing their employees, in some cases, to a terrible risk and 
death,” said Environment Minister Peter Garrett shrugging off any 
responsibility.

Yes, it was employers who exposed their employees to dangerous 
conditions. Garrett, Workplace Relations Minister Julia Gillard and 
other government members have a responsibility to ensure employers 
do not expose their employees to such terrible risks. It is no secret 
that employers left to their own devices chasing maximum profi ts 
put workers’ health and safety risk. That goes without saying under 
capitalism. That is why we need, not just rules and regulations, or 
legislation, but government action to enforce them and strong penal-
ties for breaches.

The enforcement measures are just not there at the federal or state 
level. Whenever there is an attempt to legislate for heavy penalties 
for employers who cause death and injury, the likes of Tony Abbott 
are the fi rst to oppose them. The only inspectorate that regularly 
checks out workplaces is the Australian Building and Construction 
Commission (ABCC), now operating under the Fair Work Australia 
umbrella. But its role is not to make workplaces safe or fi ne employers 
for breaches of rules and regulations. Its $32 million annual budget is 
directed to shutting trade unions out of workplaces and fi ning unions 
and workers who take action to protect workplace health and safety. 
The only force genuinely attempting to inspect and enforce health and 
safety in the workplace is the trade union movement.

Opposition leader Tony Abbott shamelessly and hypocritically 
fi res shots at Peter Garrett and the stimulus package, ignoring the 
contribution of employers and the former Howard Coalition govern-
ment in which he was a Minister. The Coalition brought in the ABCC, 
which has overseen an increase in workplace deaths and injuries. It 
abolished the National Occupational Health and Safety Commission 
in 2005, replacing it with a toothless committee, now called Safe Work 
Australia. The Coalition’s WorkChoices subjected trade unions and 
workers to huge fi nes for industrial action over safety issues. Labor, 
despite its election promises, has not changed this. 

Australian workers are paying a high price, some the highest price 
of all, for labour market deregulation. State and federal governments 
have a responsibility to provide trained and qualifi ed inspectors in 
suffi cient numbers to not only properly police the insulation program, 
but all workplaces. They also have a responsibility to put in place and 
enforce tough laws that treat employer breaches as criminal offences, 
including the offence of industrial manslaughter, carrying jail sen-
tences. Only then will employers take occupational health and safety 
seriously.

Press Fund
So how are the Press Fund contributions these days? “…And thick 
and fast they came at last”, as Lewis Carrol once said? Well, perhaps 
not quite. Things are a certainly a little better this week, but that’s 
not saying much, because for the first three issues we scored pretty 
badly. This week the number of contributors has increased, and they 
include one Party branch, which is a very welcome development 
(other branches please take note!). However, we still need to increase 
our weekly total in order to reach our annual target of $14,000. To 
do this, we will need an average of $280 per week, and we would 
like the number of contributors to reach the three-figure mark. The 
Press Fund helps us to meet the ever-increasing costs of production, 
so please send us in something for the next issue if you possibly can. 
This week we acknowledge with gratitude the contributions of the 
following supporters:
Denis $20.55, “Round Figure” $13.80, W A Branch $55.65, 
Mark Window $10, P F $20, H North $50.
This week’s total: $170 Progressive total: $220.

Thousands of TAFE 
teachers vote
A packed meeting of over 3,000 
striking TAFE teachers at Sydney 
Town Hall last week unanimously 
declared their willingness to con-
tinue industrial action in support 
of their campaign against the state 
government’s attempt to introduce 
WorkChoices style changes to their 
working conditions.

Representatives of many other 
unions also attended the rally. Mark 
Lennon, secretary of Unions NSW. 
addressed the rally, providing support 
from the wider union movement. He 
said NSW workers, no matter who 
they are “are sick and tired of being 
told that in order to get pay increases, 
they have to fi nd savings.”

NSW Teachers Federation 
President, Bob Lipscombe said: 
“The NSW Labor government has 
attacked the delivery of quality TAFE 
education and sought to undermine 
the working conditions of TAFE 
teachers by seeking to implement 
WorkChoices style changes to their 
working conditions.”

These attempted changes include 
• A 20 percent increase in 

workload in return for an average 
1.5 percent salary increase;

• Being paid less for an hour’s 
work today than they were last 
year;

• Additional teaching and 
attendance hours;

• Not being paid for overtime 
worked for six months or more.

“The Premier made a commitment 
on December 18 last year to continue 
discussions. We call on the Premier to 
honour this promise – to meet with the 

Teachers’ Federation to resolve this 
dispute,” said Mr Lipscombe.

“TAFE teachers have vowed 
to continue the political campaign, 
and are prepared to take further 
industrial action in support of the 
campaign.” 

Jock Ferguson
The Communist Party of Australia 
expresses its deepest condolences 
on the passing of Labor MLC 
and former State Secretary of the 
Australia Manufacturing Workers 
Union, Jock Ferguson on the 13th 
February aged 64.

Born in Glasgow Scotland he 
moved to Australia at age 17 and 
rapidly joined the union movement 

while working as an apprentice 
fi tter.

His commitment to the labour 
movement and workers rights 
saw him promoted to the State 
Secretary of his union in the year 
2000.

Jock was elected to State 
Parliament in the 2008 elections. 
He is survived by his partner 

Tina, eight children and three 
grandchildren.

Jock represented not only the 
members of his union but through 
his involvement in International 
solidarity he supported the 
struggle of workers around the 
world. A sad loss for the labour 
movement. 

Teachers entering Town Hall for the big meeting.
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John Heywood

In Adelaide around 100 members 
and supporters of the Communist 
Party of Australia (SA) were at 
the Exeter Hotel on Semaphore 
Road last Saturday afternoon 
to celebrate the launch of Bob 
Briton’s state election campaign 
for the seat of Lee.

It is the fi rst time the Party has 
fi elded a candidate in South Australia 
for a number of years, the most recent 
being Michael Perth, who ran in the 
seat of Port Adelaide at the 2000 
federal election.

Referring to the Party’s election 
campaign slogan “Another SA is 
Possible”, CPA State Secretary and 
poll contender Bob Briton outlined 
the Party’s policy platform for 2010. 
He told the enthusiastic crowd, many 
of whom were sporting the slogan 
on bright red t-shirts, that people 
don’t want a state government that 
is wedded to big business and the 
development of military industries.

“We want to bring utilities back 
into public ownership and control, but 
more than that, we want new public 
enterprises to build the sustainable 
energy and transport infrastructure 
that we need. If there are social needs 
here we should do the building here. 
We don’t need to import trams from 
overseas, for example, when we have 
the manufacturing skills to do it here 
in South Australia,” he said.

In a speech that was highly 
critical of the Rann government’s 
treatment of injured workers, Mr 
Briton took aim at current Member 
for Lee, Michael Wright.

“There was a report released just 
yesterday that says the government 
is going to revisit WorkCover and 
continue its attacks on it. Michael 
Wright was the Minister in charge 
of industrial relations when changes 
were made which had the effect of 
sending sick and injured workers 
back to work quicker and sicker,” 
said Mr Briton.

“We were told that we (South 

Australians) needed to rein in the cost 
of WorkCover in order to maintain 
our AAA credit rating. We now 
know that the agencies that distribute 
those ratings were complicit in the 
debacle now referred to as the Global 
Financial Crisis,” he said.

“In order to keep the main players 
in casino capitalism happy, workers’ 
compensation in South Australia was 
downgraded. This is a betrayal,” he 
added.

In referring to the incredible 
quantities of water used by mining 
companies, the CPA’s candidate for 
Lee said, “We say no to a future South 
Australia which is like a hole in the 
ground left by accident-prone uranium 
mining companies.”

Stressing that a strong campaign 
must soon be organised against the 
militarisation of South Australia, 
Mr Briton said the Party is against 
the production of aggressive and 
destructive weapons which, contrary 
to government spin, are not being 
purchased for “defence” purposes.

“Spending on submarines, 
warships and the acquisition of Aegis 
missiles and joint strike fi ghters is not 
in our interests, it is part of a global 
military strategy with the United 
States, which ultimately doesn’t 
serve the interests of the American 
people either.”

Mr Briton was also critical of 
the state government’s acceptance 
of sponsorship money from weapons 
manufacturers.

“I think there’s something a little 
bit dysfunctional when a weapons 
manufacturer is investing money in 

science and maths programs in our 
local high schools,” he said, referring 
to a deal that saw US weapons 
manufacturer Raytheon supply laptop 
computers to Aberfoyle Park high 
school in Adelaide’s southern suburbs.

Mr Briton said he was confi dent 
the election campaign would continue 
to grow and that it would go some 
way to eliminating that often heard 
refrain “I didn’t know you people 
(communists) were around anymore.” 

In closing, Mr Briton encouraged 
potential members to join its ever-
increasing ranks with a call to action.

“We want to be energetic, 
campaigning and organising all the 
time. I think we’ve made a good 
start,” he said.
To find out more or to donate to 
Bob’s campaign, go to the state 
election website: 
www.vote1communist.org.au 

Bob Briton candidate for Lee, SA.

CPA election 
campaign 
launched 
in Lee

In December federal Transport 
Minister Anthony Albanese 
announced an easing of restric-
tions on items that can be carried 
into planes, such as nail clippers 
and knitting needles. It seemed 
that common sense was returning 
to handling security at airports. 
But then the so called underpants 
bomber was detained in the USA 
and the “emerging terrorist threat” 
is again with us.

As a result, full body scanners 
have become the latest methods, 
which are to be introduced in 
major Australian airports. Prime 
Minister Kevin Rudd announced 
the government would spend $200 
million over four years to boost 
security at Australian airports.

It will be hard to fi nd anybody 
who would question proper and 
adequate security measures. But, 

aside from the invasion of privacy, 
it is also clear that very often 
security measures and real or 
imaginary threats are being used 
to limit the civil rights of citizens. 
Governments are using security 
threats as a political instrument. 
It is similar to the law-and-order 
beat up in the lead up to this year’s 
federal election.

The full body scanner 
technology is to be introduced 
by 2011. There are a number 
of questions about the actual 
effi ciency of the scanners and the 
health risks that may follow from 
their use.

There are two types of 
scanners – passive millimetre 
scanners and X-ray scanners. 

With the fi rst type emitted 
millimetre waves are refl ected back 
from the body. The refl ected waves 

create a 3D image. The scanner 
detects high-density objects 
like knives, guns, etc and dense 
plastics such as C4 explosive. The 
waves pass through low-density 
objects such as clothing or organic 
material. Thus the scanner creates 
a “naked” image.

X-ray scanners generate a D 
image which is sharper than the 
3D images generated by passive 
millimetre scanners.

Health concerns
X-ray scanners cannot be used 

on pregnant women. In addition 
you are supposed to give consent if 
accumulated radiation levels are an 
issue, and for x-ray scanners this is 
defi nitely the case.

Passive millimetre scanners 
are thought to be safer but some 
specialists raise the possibility 
of long-term damage caused at a 
cell level. Nobody knows for sure 
yet – but we all remember how 
wonderful and useful asbestos was.

Both types of scanners are 
classifi ed as security units – in 
effect they are medical instruments 
which can cause a lot of damage 
if not used properly. Security 
personnel at airports are not 
trained medical people. They are 
private contractors who are not 
responsible for anything if the 
worst comes to the worst.

The people who stand to 
gain commercially are the 
manufacturers and airport security 
fi rms.

Scanners are very expensive 
and the money would be better 
spent on intelligence and publicly 
accountable, government-
employed security personnel. 

Dangers of full body scanners

Around 100 people gathered at 
the Wesley Church corner in 
Perth last Saturday as part of a 
national day of action against the 
Northern Territory Intervention. 
The issues highlighted by the 
guest speakers include: end black 
deaths in custody, demand land 
rights and self-determination, as 
well as denouncing the government 
quarantine on social welfare.

Speakers include Aboriginal Elder 
Ted Wilkes, former ALP parliamen-
tarian Dr Carmen Lawrence, Green 
Senator Scott Ludlam and Aboriginal 
activist Marianne Mackay.

All speakers called for the 

end of the intervention in the 
Northern Territory and for Aboriginal 
self-determination.

A powerful speech was delivered 
by Aboriginal activist Marianne 
Mackay who condemned the govern-
ment social welfare quarantine and 
demanded the return of their land 
not leases.

Supporters marched through the 
Perth Mall chanting for “justice not 
racism”.

The CPA WA branch was present 
selling and distributing The Guardian 
and talking to people about CPA 
Indigenous policies. 

Give us the land 
back, no leases! 
Justice not Racism!

Pete’s Corner
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The CFMEU has negotiated a 
36-hour week for workers engaged 
in building three of the Navy’s new 
air warfare destroyers in Adelaide. 
Transfi eld – one of the contractors 
to the project – signed off on the 
deal which the union believes will 
help restore a reasonable work-
life balance for its members. The 
agreement was approved by Fair 
Work Australia last August but 
not everybody is happy about it. 
The Australian Financial Review 
has quoted a “defence source” 
who says it “... will go straight to 
the bottom line and could mean 
up to a year’s delay over the life 
of the project.”

The mystery source sounds just 
like a short-sighted, profi t-hungry 
boss who tries to stretch the working 
day, speed up production, reduce 
wages (or allow them to be eroded) 
and strip conditions in order to boost 
the boss’s take of what the workers 
produce. Experience has shown that 
productivity often increases when 
hours are reduced because workers 
are fresher and more focussed. 

For employers, the question 
of increasing the working week is 
quite often about reducing costs and 
increasing the exploitation of workers.

The latest deal mirrors one 
already in place for a 36-hour working 
week for Transfi eld workers carrying 
out submarine maintenance for the 
Australian Submarine Corporation 
(ASC). The Air Warfare Destroyer 

Alliance, which includes the ASC, US 
weapons corporation Raytheon and 
the Defence Materiel Organisation 
is building three of the 6,250 tonne 
warships for the Navy at its Osborne 
facility. 

The ASC shipyard workforce 
generally has a 37-hour working week 
with provision for overtime. Defence 
Minister John Faulkner is reported to 
be happy that the project is running 
to schedule and on budget.

Again, the “defence source” 
thinks differently. “The last thing the 
air warfare destroyer project needs 
is to see the work practices affl icting 
ASC’s submarine maintenance 
transferred to the warship project,” 
the supposed defence expert said. 

The statement appears to blame 
workers for the long list of technical 
woes besetting the Navy’s Collins 
class submarines. The Navy is having 
diffi culty keeping the fl eet of six subs 
in service and cannot fi nd enough 
crews to go down in the unloved 
vessels. To seek to push the blame 
for design issues onto workers for 
negotiating a 36-hour week is a bit 
rich.

As CFMEU South Australian 
branch secretary Martin O’Malley 
points out about the 36-hour deal, 
“... a lot longer hours were worked 
than that. I’d like to see a few of 
those politicians in Canberra put 
in the hours our members do when 
it’s 42 degrees in the shade in 
Adelaide.” 

Shorter week on 
air warfare destroyer

Call to end Aust Post’s abuse 
through company doctors
The country’s peak postal and 
communications union, the 
Communications, Electrical and 
Plumbing Union (CEPU), has 
called on a Senate inquiry to call 
an end to Australia Post’s mistreat-
ment of injured workers through 
its abusive insistence on the use of 
company paid doctors.

“Australia Post workers are 
forced to visit a company doctor 
when they’re injured on the job – 
and more than nine times out of 
ten these workers are forced back 
to work,” said CEPU national 
president Ed Husic.

“What’s even more galling is 
that Australia Post gives managers 
pay bonuses on the basis of getting 
injured workers back to work 
quickly.

“This is a sick system – and the 
legal loophole that lets Australia 

Post get away with this must be 
closed.”

Mr Husic and other union 
representatives were giving 
evidence in Melbourne to 
the Senate Environment, 
Communications and the Arts 
References Committee Inquiry 
into the treatment of injured and ill 
workers at Australia Post.

“Today and over the last year 
we have impressed on government 
our real concerns about the lengths 
Australia Post will go to push 
injured employees back to work 
– all in the name of cutting their 
compensation costs.

“Even if you’ve been with a 
trusted doctor for 30 years you are 
forced to use the company doctor, 
who is instructed to get employees 
eligible for workers’ compensation 
straight back to work.”

Because the worker is sent 
back to their job early, Australia 
Post gets to record lower Lost Time 
Injury stats. This saves Australia 
Post money in compensation costs, 
remembering that Post is a long 
time self-insurer

These lower stats (and therefore 
lower costs) get used to justify pay 
bonuses for Post management.

Specifi cally what the union is 
asking the Senate Committee to 
put forward is that section 89 of 
the Australia Post Corporation Act
to set up a workers’ compensation 
system be amended to ensure 
that if Australia Post accesses 
this legislative power it does so 
in a way that is consistent with 
workplace law – and that its 
employees will be better off as a 
overall as a result of the corporation 
utilizing section 89. 

Tongan crew paid 
$38 a day 
a disgrace: ITF
The Tongan-owned vessel Hakula
berthed in Adelaide is under 
increasing pressure from the 
International Transport Workers’ 
Federation (ITF) to pay its Tongan 
crew – on just $38 a day – adequate 
wages.

“You’d think that a Tongan-
owned vessel would look after its 
own but not in this case. Of the ship’s 
crew of 16, seven are Tongan and 
eight Ukrainian and the Ukrainians 
are being paid a wage in accord with 
an ITF agreement which guarantees a 
minimum wage,” said Matt Purcell, 
ITF assistant coordinator in Australia.

“We say that if it’s good enough 
for the Ukrainian crew then it should 
be good enough for the Tongans. It’s 
a disgraceful abuse of these workers.”

Able bodied Tongan seamen on 
the Hakula are being paid just $38 day 
or $1,140 a month which is almost 
half the minimum wage agreed to in 
ITF agreements.

“ITF offi cials have been on the 
ship and made their case clear to the 
captain but he has dismissed demands. 

We are considering further action, 
mindful that the vessel, which has 
been loading soda ash, is due to sail 
for Newcastle,” Purcell said.

“This ship does not have an ITF 
agreement for the Tongan crew and is 
operating in Australian coastal waters 
under a Single Voyage permit from 
the government.

“It’s effectively a Flag of 
Convenience (FOC) vessel which 
have a practice of treating their work-
ers abysmally and treating them in 
ways Australian operators would fi nd 
entirely unacceptable.”

The ITF says it provides strong 
argument for changes being consid-
ered by the government to reform 
licensing and permit arrangements 
of overseas vessels trading on the 
Australian coast and that it also under-
lines the importance of revitalising 
the Australian fl eet so that we don’t 
have to rely on substandard shipping. 

“The action at the Hakula follows 
a fortnight of action by the ITF as part 
of an offensive against FOC vessels”, 
said Purcell. 

SA teachers granted pay rise

Bob Briton for Lee
The Communist Party in South Australia has endorsed Bob Briton as 

candidate to contest the seat of Lee. Running a campaign is expensive 

so please help Bob with a donation. You can be sure it will be put to 

good use in presenting the working class alternative to the voters in Lee.

Check out his campaign web site: vote1communist.org.au

After 23 months without an enter-
prise agreement, South Australian 
teachers were fi nally handed a pay 
rise by the SA Industrial Relations 
Commission (IRC) last Wednesday. 
Tough and united campaigning 
by members led to the result 
which lifts teachers’ pay rates off 
the bottom of the national scale. 
Questions of workload and school 
funding are still to be resolved but 
the Australian Education Union 
(AEU) has welcomed the deadlock 
breaking decision.

“Despite government claims 
that the offer falls well short of the 
AEU’s claim, experienced classroom 
teachers will receive increases of 21.3 
percent by the time the agreement 
expires. This is a very signifi cant 
improvement on the 13.6 percent 
which featured in the government’s 
fi nal offer,” AEU SA vice president 
Anne Crawford said.

“The AEU argued strongly 

for a 21 percent increase for all 
membership categories and it is 
disappointing that the Commission 
decided otherwise. This is especially 
the case in relation to our leaders 
who are grappling with excessive 
workloads. It is also disappointing 
that the Commission has decided in 
favour of a separate award for TAFE 
employees,” Ms Crawford added. 
“And although TAFE workers will be 
disappointed that their sector will be 
placed under a separate award, they 
are pleased to receive a classifi cation 
structure and salary rise better than the 
government was offering.”

The Rann government took 
a very confrontational attitude to 
teachers during the EB campaign 
and steadfastly refused to consider 
changes to its school funding 
arrangements during its on-again, 
off-again negotiations. The AEU has 
calculated that one in three schools 
would have funds stripped from them 

under the proposed scheme. Opening 
submissions to the IRC began last 
August 3, following a campaign that 
involved rolling stoppages and a 
highly visible “Apple for Teacher” 
public awareness campaign around 
the funding issue.

“But as we’ve said from the very 
beginning, this has always been about 
more than just wages. Of critical 
concern are those factors which go 
to the heart of quality schooling for 
children, including more manageable 
class sizes to ensure students get the 
individual attention they deserve, 
and more manageable workloads for 
teachers,” the AEU vice-president 
said.

The union is also currently 
engaged in a campaign to stop the 
naming and shaming league tables 
facilitated by the publication of 
NAPLAN test data on its My School 
website. 

HMAS Collins was first of the Collins Class submarines.
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In June last year it was revealed 
that the Rudd government’s former 
defence minister Joel Fitzgibbon 
had failed to acknowledge that in 
2002 and 2005 he had accepted 
a gift of two fi rst class tickets to 
China from Australian business-
woman Helen Liu, whom he met 
in 1993. Fitzgibbon was forced to 
resign as Defence minister after a 
further revelation that his brother, 
Mark Fitzgibbon, the chief of 
private health insurer NIB Health 
Funds, had used the Minister’s 
offi ce to lobby for defence health 
contracts.

Fitzgibbon still denies that he had 
had any sort of fi nancial or business 
arrangement with Ms Liu, other than 
campaign donations of $40,000 – an 
admission which in itself carries more 
than a whiff of suspicion nowadays.

However, copies of docu-
ments recently obtained by the 
Melbourne Age newspaper indicate 
that Fitzgibbon may have received 
some $150,000 from Ms Liu. She 
described this sum as “money paid 
including expenses and gifts”. Prior 
to the election of the Rudd govern-
ment, she had stated to the Bank of 
China (which was pursuing her over 
unpaid debts) that he would become 
a cabinet minister. She noted laconi-
cally: “The money we pay him is 
worthwhile”. Fitzgibbon has denied 
receiving cash payments, and is said 
to be taking legal action.

It’s a family affair
The documents, which cover a 

13-year period, also appear to reveal 
the establishment of a joint business 
venture between Ms Liu and the 
Fitzgibbon family. They mention 
“Eric (Joel’s father, the former ALP 
parliamentarian) as agent. Regular 
visits to china; $3 million for start 
up.” In one note, Ms Liu mentions a 
coming meeting with Joel Fitzgibbon 
to discuss “Family expenses support 
20k”.

Eric Fitzgibbon, who had previ-
ously denied having any fi nancial 
relationship with Ms Liu, has now 
admitted that he had helped her sell 
apartments in her Quingdao property 
development in the Chinese province 
of Shandong. He was also paid the 
very handsome sum of $3,000 for 
looking after her dogs while she was 
overseas!

Fitzgibbon snr was one of 22 
persons about whom Ms Liu had 
recorded “money paid” in connection 
with her property interests in Quindao 
and Sydney, although he maintains he 
received payment in accommodation, 

travel and other paid for expenses, 
rather than as a cash payment.

Although Joel Fitzgibbon has so 
far carried the can in this extraordi-
nary affair, it now appears that others 
are implicated at the government 
level. Ms Liu’s documents have 
revealed that by 1998 payments had 
been made to a number of executives 
of the Bank of China, and high level 
offi cials of the Communist Party and 
the Chinese Government (many of 
whom have since been jailed for 
corruption).

Closer to home, according to the 
Sydney Morning Herald, the offi ce 
of the Deputy Prime Minister, Julia 
Gillard, was advised last April by 
the Sydney legal fi rm Slater and 
Gordon (for whom Ms Gillard used 
to work) that Joel Fitzgibbon’s busi-
ness arrangements with Ms Liu might 
have been more extensive than he had 
admitted, and that a former business 
partner of Ms Liu had information 
about Fitzgibbon’s 16-year associa-
tion with her. However, Ms Gillard 
now denies having any of the latest 
information about his alleged pay-
ments by Ms Liu.

It also appears that a trip to China 
by Rudd, Treasurer Wayne Swan and 
Foreign Minister Stephen Smith was 
paid for by a company run by an asso-
ciate of Chinese gambler Stanley Ho. 
Australian businessmen with private 
interests in China have contributed to 

both the Labor and Liberal parties at 
federal level.

Ms Liu also seems to have been 
acquainted with former NSW Premier 
Bob Carr. The same note that refers 
to the Fitzgibbon’s “family expenses” 
as “20k” also refers to her intention 
to “visit Premier Bob C’s home”. 
At the time one NSW government 
department was a tenant in a building 
owned by Ms Liu.

Who pays the piper?
When Joel Fitzgibbon resigned 

his ministerial portfolio last year, 
he claimed that he had been sub-
jected to a vicious smear campaign 
by individuals from the Defence 
Signals Directorate within his own 
Department. Certain members of that 
department did indeed conduct a clan-
destine investigation of Fitzgibbon’s 

relationship with Ms Liu. However, 
if they had not done so, that rela-
tionship, and the involvement of his 
family and others, may never have 
been revealed. The investigation was 
launched because of Fitzgibbon’s 
close contact with Ms Liu, who had 
close associations with many top-
ranking Chinese offi cials.

Despite the perceptions of the 
personnel from Fitzgibbon’s former 

department, the Fitzgibbon affair has 
not, apparently, involved a breach 
of national security. However, it has 
revealed the insidious and wide-
ranging infl uence of the extremely 
powerful development corporations, 
which are now indelibly associated 
with corruption of government.

When the ALP was elected to 
offi ce in 2007, Prime Minister Rudd 
adopted a “holier than thou” approach 
as an electoral tactic. That approach 
will now be increasingly diffi cult to 
justify. Joel Fitzgibbon has denied 
the latest allegations of payments for 
services by Ms Liu, but the admis-
sions by him, and by his father and 
others have brought the unmistakable 
stench of corruption, in particular with 
regard to development corporations, 
to the Rudd government’s offi ces in 
the federal Parliament House. 

Australia

The truth oozes out:
Behind the Fitzgibbon sacking

Joel Fitzgibbon.

The federal Treasurer, Wayne Swan spoke to the cen-
tral bankers gathered to commemorate the Reserve Bank’s 
50th birthday. Past and present prime ministers and treasur-
ers were there mixing with top money men and women. Mr 
Swan credited the Howard government with helping to cre-
ate a “most remarkable run” in economic success. He said that 
Peter Costello and his prime minister, John Howard, had car-
ried on the economic reforms of Labor’s Paul Keating and Bob 
Hawke – reforms which had begun when Mr Howard was trea-
surer in Malcolm Fraser’s government. Spot the difference.

ExxonMobil, the world’s largest oil company, has been active-
ly involved in funding researchers and institutions which cast 
doubt on global climate change despite promising not to do it. 
The National Centre for Policy Analysis (NCPA) in Dallas, Texas, 
received funds from ExxonMobil. Is it any surprise that “NCPA 
scholars believe that while the causes and consequences of the 
earth’s current warming trend is still unknown, the cost of actions 
to substantially reduce CO2 emissions would be quite high and 
result in economic decline, accelerated environmental destruc-
tion, and do little or nothing to prevent global warming regardless 
of its cause.” Sounds very familiar, doesn’t it? One wonders 
how many millions companies like ExxonMobil invested into 
schemes to prevent environmentally-friendly public transport and 
other projects which rely less on oil and more on alternatives.

The NSW government has done a lot already to undermine 
the planning approval system and heritage protection laws. 
Under laws passed last year the state government may bypass 
local and state planning controls to speed up projects fund-
ed under the federal government’s Nation Building and Jobs 
Plan such as schools and public housing. Premier Kristina 
Keneally said the government would appoint an indepen-
dent auditor to review the system and give recommendations 
on how it could extend to the private sector. It is feared that 
extending the fast track system to private sector will result 
in bypassing the approval process for unpopular projects.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is Victorian Police Commiss-
ioner Simon Overland. An Indian student spokesman slammed 
as ridiculous Overland’s advice that Indian students should 
not work as taxi drivers. He also advised them to “look as 
poor as you can” to avoid being assaulted. Another piece 
of fatherly advice was not to live in poorer suburbs where 
crime rates are higher. Students have to work because they 
need money to live on. Where they live is also determined 
by their income. The police had better provide better ser-
vice to the communities no matter what their fi nancial status is.

Although Joel Fitzgibbon has so far 
carried the can in this extraordinary 

affair, it now appears that others are 
implicated at the government level.
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Reflections of Fidel

The Bolivarian Revolution and 
the Caribbean
I liked history, as most boys do. Wars as 
well; a culture that society sowed in male 
children. All the toys offered us were weap-
ons. In my childhood they sent me to a city 
where I was never taken to a movie theatre. 
Television did not exist then, and there was 
no radio in the house in which I lived. I had 
to use my imagination.

In the fi rst boarding school, I read with 
amazement about the Universal Flood and 
Noah’s Ark. Later on I came to the conclu-
sion that maybe it was a vestige that humanity 
retained of the last climate change in the history 
of our species. It was possibly the end of the 
Ice Age, which is thought to have taken place 
thousands of years ago.

As one might imagine, later I avidly read 
the histories of Alexander the Great, Caesar, 
Hannibal, Bonaparte and, of course, any book 
that came into my hands on Maceo, Gómez, 
Agramonte and other great soldiers who fought 
for our independence. I did not possess suffi cient 
culture to understand what lay behind history.

Later on, I centred my interest in Martí. In 
reality I owe my patriotic sentiments to him 
and the profound concept that “Homeland is 
humanity.” The audacity, the beauty, the value 
and the ethics of his thinking helped to convert 
me into what I believe I am: a revolutionary. 
Without being a follower of Martí one can-
not be a follower of Bolívar; without being 
a follower of Martí and Bolívar, one cannot 
be a Marxist and, without being a follower 
of Martí, Bolívar and a Marxist, one cannot 
be anti-imperialist; without being those three 
things a Revolution in Cuba in our epoch could 
not have been conceived.

Almost two centuries ago, Bolívar wanted 
to send an expedition under the command of 
Sucre to liberate Cuba, which really needed 
it, in the 1820s, as a Spanish sugar and coffee 
colony, with 300,000 slaves working for their 
white owners.

With its independence frustrated and 
converted into a neo-colony, the full dig-
nity of human beings could never be attained 
without a revolution that would end the 
exploitation of people by other people.
“…I want the fi rst law of our republic to be 
the veneration of Cubans for the full dignity 
of human beings.”

With his thinking, Martí inspired the val-
our and conviction that led our [26th of July] 
Movement to the assault on the Moncada 
Garrison, which would have never entered our 
heads without the ideas of other great thinkers 
like Marx and Lenin, who made us see and 
understand the very distinct realities of the new 
era that we were experiencing.

Throughout centuries, the odious latifundia 
ownership and its slave workforce, preceded 
by the extermination of the former inhabitants 
of these islands, was justifi ed in the name of 
progress and development.

Martí said something marvellous and 
worthy of Bolívar and his glorious life: “…
what he did not leave done, remains undone to 
this day: because Bolívar has still much to do 
in America.”

“Let Venezuela show me how to serve her: 
she has a son in me.”

In Venezuela, as others did in the Caribbean, 
the colonial power planted sugar cane, coffee, 
and cacao, and likewise took men and women 
from Africa as slaves. The heroic resistance of 
its indigenous peoples, using nature and the vast 
Venezuelan soil, prevented the annihilation of 
the original inhabitants. With the exception of 
one part of the northern hemisphere, the vast 
territory of Our America remained in the hands 
of two kings of the Iberian Peninsula.

Without fear it can be affi rmed that, for 
centuries, our countries and the fruits of the 
labour of our peoples have been plundered and 
continue being plundered by the large transna-
tional corporations and the oligarchies that are 
in their service.

Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries; 

in other words, for almost 200 years after the 
formal independence of Ibero-America, nothing 
changed in essence. The United States, start-
ing with the 13 English colonies that rebelled, 
expanded west and south. It purchased Louisiana 
and Florida, snatched more than half of its 
territory from Mexico, intervened in Central 
America and took possession of the area of 
the future Panama Canal, which would link 
the great oceans east and west of the continent 
via the point where Bolívar wished to create 
the capital of the largest of the republics that 
would be born from the independence of the 
nations of America.

In that epoch, oil and ethanol were not 
traded in the world, nor did the WTO exist. 
Sugar cane, cotton and corn were cultivated 
by slaves. Machines were still to be invented. 
Industrialisation based on coal was strongly 
advancing.

Wars gave impulse to civilisation, and civi-
lisation gave impulse to wars. These changed in 
nature, and became more terrible. They fi nally 
became world confl icts.

Finally, we were a civilised world. We even 
believed in it as a question of principles.

But we do not know what to do with 
the civilisation attained. Human beings have 
equipped themselves with nuclear weapons of 
unbelievable accuracy and annihilation potency 
while, from the moral and political point of view, 
they have ignominiously retrogressed. Politically 
and socially, we are more underdeveloped than 
ever. Automatons are replacing soldiers; the 
mass media, educators, and governments are 
beginning to be overtaken by events without 
knowing what to do. In the desperation of many 
international political leaders one can appreciate 
an impotency in the face of the problems that 
are accumulating in their offi ces and steadily 
more frequent international meetings.

In those circumstances, an unprecedented 
disaster is taking place in Haiti, while on the 
other side of the planet, three wars and an arms 
race are continuing their development, in the 
midst of the economic crisis and growing con-
fl icts, which is consuming more than 2.5 percent 
of the global GDP, a fi gure with which all the 
Third World countries could be developed in a 
short period of time and possibly evade climate 
change by devoting the economic and scientifi c 
resources that are essential to that objective.

The credibility of the world community has 
just received a harsh blow in Copenhagen, and 
our species is not demonstrating its capacity 
for surviving.

The tragedy of Haiti allows me to expound 
on this point of view based on what Venezuela 
has done with the countries of the Caribbean. 
While the large fi nancial institutions vacillate 
over what to do in Haiti, Venezuela did not 
hesitate for one second to cancel that country’s 
economic debt of US$167 million.

Throughout close to one century the 
major transnationals extracted and exported 
Venezuelan oil at infi nitesimal prices. Over the 
decades, Venezuela became the largest world 
exporter of oil.

It is known that when the United States 
spent hundreds of billions on its genocidal war 
on Vietnam, killing and mutilating millions of 
the sons and daughters of that heroic people, 
it also unilaterally broke the Bretton Woods 
Agreement by suspending the conversion of 
gold into dollars, as the agreement stipulated, 
and launching the cost of that dirty war on the 
world. The US currency was devalued and the 
hard currency income of the Caribbean countries 
was not suffi cient to pay for oil. Their econo-
mies are based on tourism and exports of sugar, 
coffee, cacao and other agricultural products. A 
stunning blow threatened the economies of the 
Caribbean states, with the exception of two of 
them that are exporters of energy.

Other developed countries eliminated prefer-
ential tariffs for Caribbean agricultural exports, 
like bananas; Venezuela made an unprecedented 
gesture: it guaranteed the majority of those 

countries secure supplies of oil and special 
payment facilities.

On the other hand, nobody was concerned 
about the destiny of those peoples. If it were 
not for the Bolivarian Republic a terrible crisis 
would have hit the independent states of the 
Caribbean, with the exception of Trinidad and 
Tobago and Barbados. In the case of Cuba, after 
the USSR collapsed, the Bolivarian government 
promoted an extraordinary growth in trade 
between the two nations, which included the 
exchange of goods and services, which permit-
ted us to confront one of the harshest periods 
of our glorious revolutionary history.

The fi nest ally of the United States and, at 
the same time the basest and vilest enemy of the 
people, was the fraudster and simulator Rómulo 
Betancourt, president-elect of Venezuela when 
the Revolution triumphed in Cuba in 1959.

He was the principal accomplice of the 
pirate attacks, acts of terrorism, aggressions 
against and the blockade of our homeland.

When Our America most needed it, the 
Bolivarian Revolution fi nally broke out.

Invited to Caracas by Hugo Chávez, the 
members of the ALBA committed themselves 
to lend maximum support to the Haitian people 
at the saddest moment in the history of that 
legendary people, who carried out the fi rst vic-
torious social Revolution in world history, when 
hundreds of thousands of Africans, in rising up 
and creating in Haiti a republic thousands of 
miles away from their native lands, undertook 
one of the most glorious revolutionary actions 
of this hemisphere. In Haiti there is African, 
Indian and white blood; the Republic was born 
from the concepts of equality, justice and liberty 
for all human beings.

Ten years ago, at a point when the Caribbean 
and Central America lost tens of thousands of 
lives during the tragedy of Hurricane Mitch, the 
Latin American School of Medicine (ELAM) 
was created in Cuba to train Latin American and 
Caribbean doctors who, one day, would save 
millions of lives, but especially and above all, 
would serve as an example in the noble exercise 
of the medical profession. Together with the 
Cubans, dozens of young Venezuelans and other 
Latin American graduates of ELAM will be in 
Haiti. News has arrived from all corners of the 
continent of many compañeros who studied at 
ELAM and now want to collaborate with them 
in the noble task of saving the lives of children, 
women and men, young and old.

There will be dozens of fi eld hospitals, 
rehabilitation centres and hospitals, in which 
more than 1,000 doctors and students in the fi nal 
years of medical school from Haiti, Venezuela, 
the Dominican Republic, Bolivia, Nicaragua, 
Ecuador, Brazil, Chile and other sister coun-
tries will be providing services. We have the 
honour of already being able to count on a 
number of American doctors who also studied 
in ELAM. We are prepared to cooperate with 
those countries and institutions which wish to 
participate in these efforts to provide medical 
services in Haiti.

Venezuela has already contributed tents, 
medical equipment, medicine and foodstuffs. 
The Haitian government has given full coopera-
tion and support to this effort to bring health 
services free of charge to the largest possible 
number of Haitians. It will be a consolation for 
everybody in the midst of the greatest tragedy 
that has taken place in our hemisphere.
Fidel Castro Ruz 

“With his thinking, Martí inspired the valour and conviction that led our [26th of July] 
Movement to the assault on the Moncada Garrison.”
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On the need for 
health care for the nation
Editorial People’s Democracy, newspaper 
Communist Party of India (Marxist), 
January 31

People’s Democracy greets its readers on 
the occasion of India’s 61st Republic Day. 
We join the rest of India in celebrating the 
completion of sixty years of the founding 
of our Republic.

All ancient civilisations consider the 
completion of 60 years – Sashtipoorti –very 
auspicious. This signifi es the resolve for continu-
ing to live healthily. The quality of life, thus, 
assumes greater importance than longevity. It 
is, therefore, an appropriate occasion to assess 
the health of our nation measured by the quality 
of life of our people.

In the customary address to the nation on the 
eve of the Republic Day, the president of India 
has called for a “second Green Revolution” to 
ensure food availability to the people, to ensure 
food security. This is also required to avoid 
the spiralling of the food prices. The president 
called for positive action and some “out of the 
box thinking” by the government on this score. 
On the same day, inaugurating the Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations of the Election Commission 
of India, the president called upon the country 
to make democracy “cleaner, healthier and 
stronger”. Amongst all required reforms to make 
our democratic system stronger, the health of the 
nation assumes an important bearing determining 
the quality of democracy in our country. It is, 
therefore, only appropriate that we evaluate the 
health of our nation as refl ected in the quality 
of life of our people.

Tragically, this has to begin on an ominous 
note. A Planning Commission study completed 
in May 2009 on the basis of surveys conducted 
in several villages showed that health care 
expenses were responsible for more than half of 
all people declining into poverty. On the basis 
of the National Sample Survey Organisation’s 
(NSSO) data for 2004-05 (unfortunately, the 
latest year for which such data is available), 
it is estimated that an additional 39 million 
people were pushed into poverty due to health 
care expenses in that year alone.

During these years of neo-liberal economic 
reforms, along with all other public services, 
health care in our country has been increasingly 
privatised. While public spending on health 
care has been around a measly 1 percent of the 
GDP, private spending has grown alarmingly to 
4.2 percent of GDP. It is estimated that more 
than 70 percent of entire health expenditure in 
India is borne by the people from their own 
resources. With galloping privatisation of health 
care during the last fi ve years, such expenditures 
have been rising especially for the poor and the 
marginalised sections of our people. Further, 
the NSSO data shows that over 80 percent 

of health care expenditures is on purchase of 
drugs. It is common knowledge that the drug 
prices have been rising exponentially in recent 
years. Meaning, larger numbers must be sliding 
into poverty.

Based on data for 2007, the UN Human 
Development Report has shown, amongst others, 
a decline in India’s per capita income over the 
previous year. It has also shown a decline in life 
expectancy at birth and in the gross enrolment 
ratio in schools. Forty-seven percent of our 
children are underweight due to malnutrition and 
nearly 17 percent have a probability at birth of 
not reaching the age of 40. It is estimated that 
nearly 75.6 percent of our people live on less 
than $2 a day. 

The liberalisation pundits often scoff at such 
data and argue that faster the economy grows 
the faster would be the reduction in poverty. The 
prime minister himself, recently, has been very 
defensive about this logic and was on his back 
foot expressing grave concern at the insignifi cant 
reduction of poverty levels.

The myth of a stronger economy and a 
faster growth rate leading automatically to better 
health for its people has been exploded, once 
again. The current pre-occupation of President 

Obama for his new health care policy was based 
on the fact that nearly 16 percent of the US 
population has no health care coverage. One half 
of all personal bankruptcies in the USA have 
been due to medical expenses. Though the US 
Congress and the Senate have fi nally approved 
two separate legislations (facing tough resistance 
by lobbies of vested interests), they now need to 
be combined and approved as a single proposal 
before the president can sign it into law. 

Despite spending nearly a fi fth of its huge 
national income on health care (huge profi t 
avenues for private capital and insurance com-
panies), the USA’s overall health indicators 
are worse than neighbouring socialist Cuba 
which has a one-twentieth per capita income. 
Between 1955 and 2008, Cuba increased its life 
expectancy from 53 to 79 years while in the US 
it went up from 69 to 78 years. Both in terms 
of child mortality and infant mortality, Cuba 
fared better than the USA. In fact, Cuba’s per 
capita daily calorie intake is marginally higher 
than in the US!

This can only be understood by capital-
ism’s inexorable drive, more pronounced under 
globalisation, to reduce all public utilities into 
commodities in the pursuit of its raison d’etre 

– profi t maximisation. Capitalism has little need 
for commodities like health, education, sanita-
tion etc which have an irreplaceable “use value” 
determining the quality of life of human beings. 
Capitalism needs to convert these “use values” 
into commodities with “exchange values” that 
generate profi t.

Thus, growth per se does not guarantee 
better health for its people. Reliance on private 
capital to provide health care can never improve 
the situation for the vast majority as such invest-
ments pursue profi t maximisation, not social 
benefi t. What is required is a political will and 
a social commitment to vastly enhance public 
expenditures in health care. If this UPA gov-
ernment is serious about heeding the advise of 
president of India to undertake “outside the box 
thinking”, then this is the course that it should 
adopt. This is the only way in which we can 
vastly improve the health of our people thereby 
the health of our nation and its democracy.

Public pressure through popular mobilisa-
tions must be brought about to force the govern-
ment to adopt such a course in the interests of 
our country and people. This is the only way that 
India, for the sake of its people, must celebrate 
its Sashtipoorti. 

The myth of a stronger economy and a faster growth rate leading automatically 
to better health for its people has been exploded, once again.

CPA HAITI APPEALCPA HAITI APPEAL
The CPA Central Committee Executive at its meeting held on February 6-7 launched an appeal to 

support the Cuban medical brigade currently working in Haiti. The Communist Party of Australia 

calls on all its members and supporters to contribute to this Appeal. Donations will be used to fund 

medicines and medical supplies to the Cuban doctors in Haiti.

The CPA believes this is the best possible way to deliver aid effectively to the victims of the recent 

earthquakes in Haiti. Cuban doctors already have 11 solid years of helping Haiti with the training 

and provision of doctors and health professionals and were already in attendance when the 

disaster struck. They immediately set up a field hospital next to the collapsed national hospital. It 

cannot be understated the importance of this decision to set up in the area where people would 

naturally seek help. Within days, eight separate field hospitals were established and more medical 

teams arrived from Cuba. Cuba is considered to be the exemplar of the provision of catastrophe–

related medical assistance. Cuban Medical teams under the banner of “The Henry Reeve Brigade” 

are working constructively and positively with medical brigades from around the world. Often as 

well the Cuban doctors are working alone effectively deploying assistance in inhospitable places 

where no other medical brigades were prepared to go.

The illegal US blockade of Cuba impacts greatly on the cost of medical supplies for the Cuban 

doctors and despite this Cuba continues to supply free medical aid on a scale unmatched even by 

the World Health Organisation and Médecins Sans Frontières.

The CPA Haiti Appeal will collect monies from now until February 23. Monies collected will be 

sent to Cuba by the end of the month. The monies will go directly to supporting the Cuban medical 

teams in Haiti. Doctors and not soldiers is what the people in Haiti need!

Please make cheques or money orders payable to the CPA and indicate the monies are for the Haiti Appeal

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills NSW 2010. Payments can also be made by phoning 

02 9699 8844 or email to cpa@cpa.org.au with credit card details.
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In 1921, socialist writer Scott 
Nearing wrote that the United 
States “has guaranteed to her by 
all the leading capitalist powers 
practically an exclusive privilege 
for the exploitation of the Western 
Hemisphere” as part of the post 
World War I settling of interna-
tional affairs.

With military cooperation trea-
ties dating back to 1952, Colombia 
now serves as a prime tool for US 
regional control. Analyst Narciso 
Isa Conde notes that with new US 
bases, Colombia becomes “a factor of 
regional aggression,” part of a “fatal 
triangulation involving Colombia, 
Honduras, and now Haiti.”

Colombia’s assigned role is to 
provoke Venezuela, claims a recent 
Bolivarian News Agency report. 
“The centre of gravity of the strat-
egy is the Bolivarian revolution and 
the leftist ALBA alliance,” it says. 
Colombia has been “converted into 
a gigantic air, naval and land forces 
base to attack Latin America.” Its 
own military “is being converted 
into a rapid reaction force.”

Bases along Columbia’s border 
with Venezuela are being strength-
ened. Colombian paramilitaries 
carry out destabilisation forays in 
Venezuela. Colombia is accused 
of inserting CIA and Israeli trained 
assassins into Venezuela to tar-
get some of those attending last 
December’s congress in Caracas 
of the anti-imperialist Continental 
Bolivarian Movement. Panama hosts 

four US bases, and Curacao and 
Aruba off Venezuela host one each. 
Fourth Fleet naval power is on call.

For empires power is of the 
essence. But what of the Colombian 
people?

Last December horror over-
whelmed visiting British unionists 
and parliamentarians. They learned 
that leaders of the FENSUAGRO 
agricultural union confederation 
are being attacked, jailed, and 
killed. Families in Soacha told of 
young men killed by the Army. 
Dressed as guerrilla combatants, 
their bodies were displayed as 
tokens of anti-guerrilla victories. 
Congresspersons’ telephone calls 
are monitored. Women political 
prisoners at the Buen Pastor prison 
live under “appalling” conditions. 
The British delegation came under 
police surveillance.

Community leaders in La 
Macarena showed them “hundreds 
of unidentifi ed bodies” in a com-
mon grave. The unearthing of 2,000 
corpses with British visitors looking 
on made the news headlines. Azalea 
Robles’ report is titled: “Largest 
common grave of the continent is 
uncovered – Colombia in a paroxysm 
of horror cries out for solidarity.”

Paramilitary chieftains had 
revealed gravesite locations to author-
ities, who took little action. Victims’ 
families began digging on their own. 
Under Colombia’s 2002 Law of 
Justice and Peace, paramilitary capos 
confessing crimes and demobilising 
their commands received short jail 
terms and could keep their properties.

According to jurist Jairo Ramírez, 
the buried victims represented “social 
leaders, peasants, and community 
defenders, not as the Army head told 
us, guerrillas killed in combat.” 
Azalea Robles says terror is used 
“to dissuade [people] from social 
commitment and to empty extensive 
territories.” The Army and paramili-
taries are engaged in a “dirty war.” 
Paramilitaries are a “tool of the state,” 
engineered in part by the CIA. “They 
subsist on plunder and payments 
from landowners and multinational 
corporations.” Sponsoring corpora-
tions as determined by the 2008 
Permanent Tribunal of the Peoples 
include Coca Cola, Nestlé, Chiquita 
Brands, Monsanto, Dyncorp, BP and 
Occidental Petroleum among others.

Paramilitary leaders testifi ed to 
wholesale killings. To inculcate ter-
ror, underlings dismembered bodies 

or threw the dead and dying into 
crocodile pens and rivers. The Army 
wanted bodies to vanish so as to 
exempt the state from legal obliga-
tions regarding murder.

Over 25 to 30 years, 50,000 peo-
ple “disappeared,” the Patriotic Union 
political party died, and 38 indigenous 
communities approached extinction. 
A “scorched earth” policy left four 
million people displaced. During 
President Alvaro Uribe’s time, 2.4 
million Colombians have lost lands 
and homes, 286,389 during 2009. 
Multinationals, large landowners, 
paramilitary bosses and drug traf-
fi ckers have appropriated 15 million 
acres. Some 2,700 labour activists 
have been murdered since 1986, 40 
of them last year.

Azalea Robles explains: “Class 
struggle in Colombia is at its most 
absolute paroxysm. To preserve 

the privileges of the oligarchy and 
above all the plunder of resources 
perpetrated by multinationals, the 
Colombian state has implanted total 
war against the population.”

The Colombian government’s 
symbiotic relation with the US gov-
ernment exacts a ghastly toll. For 
Washington, Colombia’s dedication 
to landowners, urban elites, and 
multinational corporations bespeaks 
reliability. Faith in military power 
pervades both capitals, even though 
in Colombia it leads to murder, fear, 
and land stripped of inhabitants.

To enable Colombia to service 
its imperial ambitions, the US gov-
ernment provides military training, 
supplies and funding. Part of the 
bargain is a blind eye toward terrible 
suffering.
People’s Weekly World 

People, profits and 
the uses of Colombia

Behind the Colombian and US flags, an Army attache officer greets Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff US 
Marine Corps Gen. Peter Pace, at the American embassy in Bogota, Colombia.

The background behind 
Toyota recall
The massive recall of Toyota Motor 
Corporation vehicles has shocked 
the world. Sasaki Shozo, a labour 
movement researcher, contributed 
an article to Akahata, Communist 
Party of Japan newspaper:

Toyota is recalling more than 
10 million units of 21 models, 
including the Prius, across the 
world, including the United States, 
Europe, Canada, and China.

The cause of defects is said to 
be design fl aws and quality prob-
lems. Toyota’s US-based parts sup-
plier is responsible to some extent. 
However, it is Toyota itself that 
must bear the blame for failing to 
ensure the safety of its products 
and continuing to produce defec-
tive vehicles. When a defect was 
found in the fi rst place, it should 
have made appropriate responses 
to it and strengthened safety 
management.

The underlying cause, in fact, is 
the contradiction between “procur-
ing parts of high quality” and stress 
on “low cost” in pursuit of the posi-
tion as the world’s number-one car 
maker.

With more than 13 trillion yen 

in its internal reserves, it has not 
allowed the wages of its workers to 
increase and has replaced full-time 
regular workers with casual labour 
under the pretext of international 
competition. It has exported low-
cost vehicles abroad as a result of 
its all-out cost-cutting efforts in 
order to increase profi ts. In contrast, 
it has ignored the need to contribute 
to stimulating domestic demand and 
individual consumption.

Even at overseas factories, a 
top priority was the pursuit of cost-
cutting measures. The reason for 
Toyota’s problems is that Toyota 
disregards the need to ensure prod-
uct quality and guaranteeing cus-
tomers’ safety.

Toyota states that based on 
its “customer fi rst” philosophy, it 
develops and provides safe and out-
standing high quality products and 
services. And as for corporate social 
responsibility, Toyota states that 
it highly prioritises product safety 
which is a matter of life and death.

However, under its high-profi t-
fi rst policy, Toyota ignores its own 
corporate philosophy and claimed 
corporate social responsibility. This 

attitude has led to the present recall 
of more than a million cars.

Toyota should strive to regain 
domestic and foreign Toyota owner 
trust in its product safety.

To this end, it needs to drasti-
cally change its business strategy of 
cost reduction to make high profi ts. 
It should raise workers’ wages and 
improve their working conditions, 
secure non-regular workers’ jobs 
and treat them equally with regu-
lar workers, and guarantee stable 
unit prices for affi liated fi rms and 
subcontractors. In other words, 
Toyota should fulfi l its social 
responsibilities.

This is the way for Toyota to 
produce safe and high-quality cars 
and achieve national and interna-
tional trust. This will help expand 
and stabilise domestic demand and 
recover local and national econo-
mies. In order to pursue this course, 
Toyota needs to return to society 
a part of its profi ts and internal 
reserves.

What the government must do 
is to exercise leadership to require 
major corporations to fulfi l their 
social responsibilities. 

cpasa.blogspot.comcpasa.blogspot.com
Official blog of the CPA South Australia

Cuba-Russia –
“A truly strategic 
association”
Cuba and Russia ratifi ed last week 
their historic ties of friendship 
and cooperation during a meeting 
between Foreign Minister Bruno 
Rodríguez Parilla and his Russian 
Federation counterpart Sergey 
Lavrov at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Havana.

”I believe that all this work 
has enriched and strengthened our 
relations, converting them into a 
truly strategic association,” Lavrov 
affi rmed after signing three documents 
with his host.

A political consultation plan 
between the two Foreign Ministries 
covering the 2010-2011 period estab-
lishes the proposal to fortify the excel-
lent existing political links between 
the two governments via periodic 
interchanges on general, regional and 
multilateral issues.

The Joint Statement on the com-
memoration of the 65th anniversary 
of the victory over fascism underlines 
its signifi cance and contains the par-
ties’ intention to contribute to the 
consolidation of the ideals of peace, 
greater understanding and friendship 
among the peoples.

The third document is the Joint 

Statement on the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of the re-establishing 
of diplomatic relations between the 
USSR and Cuba, confi rming a will to 
celebrate that important date.

The two foreign ministers dis-
cussed aspects of the current state 
of links between their countries, 
economic relations, education, culture 
and tourism, among others.

Lavrov confi rmed Russia’s total 
condemnation of the US blockade 
of the island and stated that “Russia 
and Cuba share many things, such 
as our adherence to common ideals, 
international law and legality, to the 
UN and to joint efforts to resolve all 
kinds of problems.

“We share a very strong human 
warmth between the Russian and 
Cuban peoples and this warmth gives 
our relations a solid foundation,” he 
emphasised.

For his part, speaking in the 
context of the 50 years of bilateral 
relations and the 65th anniversary 
of the victory over fascism, Bruno 
Rodríguez affi rmed that “Cuba will 
never forget nor allow the history of 
those epic events to be subsumed.”
Granma 
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Tens of thousands of workers and 
employees both in the private 
and public sector responded to 
the strike call of All Workers’ 
Militant Front (PAME), a front 
of class trade unions in Greece. 
PAME staged mass rallies in 66 
cities throughout the country while 
300 primary and secondary trade 
unions (Trade Unions, Trade Union 
Centres, Industrial Federations) 
in the public and private sector 
decided to participate in the strike.

The success of the strike was 
another response to the anti-people 
measures announced by the social-
democrat government of PASOK 
such as wage and pension reduction 
and an increase of retirement age. 
The workers turned their backs on the 
call of the government to consent “in 
order to save the country” from the 
crisis. They have shown that Greece 
is not in danger of bankruptcy and 
that big capital is responsible for the 
defi cits and the debts. It is big capital 
that before and during the crisis has 
made fabulous profi ts blackmailing 
the working and popular strata and 
placing the burden of the crisis on 
their shoulders. 

On February 24 there will be 
another big strike and mobilisation.

Since dawn on February 10 thou-
sand of workers and students joined 
the picket lines outside the gates 
of factories and other workplaces: 
big industrial units, multinational 
companies, construction sites and 
the biggest port of Greece in Piraeus 
froze. The hard battle of preparing 
the strike, the picketing, the exposure 
of the forces of employer-led and 
yellow trade unionism that control 
the Confederations of workers in the 

private (GSEE) and public sector 
(ADEDY) strengthened the working 
class in Greece.

It should also be noted that GSEE 
continued its strike-braking tactics 
and did not stage a strike, thus sup-
porting the government. On the other 
hand, ADEDY called for a strike on 
February 10 and staged a rally in the 
centre of Athens though with scant 
participation.

On the other hand, tens of 
thousands participated in the mass 
rally of PAME in Athens which was 
held outside the Greek Parliament. 
The working people condemned the 
government’s anti-labour, anti-people 
policy and the attack of the black 
block, namely the government along 
with the employers, the EU and the 
parties of the plutocracy that urge the 
working class to make the “sacrifi ces” 
that the EU and the government 
demand.

Vasilis Stamoulis, president 
of the trade union federation of 
the workers in the textile industry 
delivered a speech at the mass 
rally. Representatives of the peasants’ 
movement from All Peasants’ Militant 
Rally [PASY] and the Pan-Hellenic 
Coordination Committee of the self-
employed also extended a greeting. 
A delegation of the CC of KKE 
[Communist Party] headed by the 
General Secretary of the Party Aleka 
Papariga participated in the rally. 

The mass rally followed a protest 
march in the central streets of Athens 
to the Ministry of Labour. The pro-
testers made clear that they will not 
make any sacrifi ce for plutocracy and 
demanded:
• Stable employment for all;
• 7-hour working day, 5-day week;

• 1,400 euro minimum salary;
• Retirement at the age of 55 for 

women and 60 for men, at 50 and 
55 for the hazardous occupations;

• Measures for substantial 
protection of the unemployed 
and their families and not charity 
supermarket vouchers;

• 1,120 euro unemployment 
benefi t for the whole period 
of unemployment without any 
conditions and prerequisites;

• Full health and pharmaceutical 
care;

• Drastic increase in taxation of 
the big enterprises by 45 percent. 
Abolition of all tax relief and 
privileges.

“Do not pay any attention to 
what they are saying,” said General 
Secretary Aleka Papariga. “The 
rescue of bankers, industrialists, and 
merchant wholesalers is the only thing 
they care about.

“They will bring in even worse 
measures unless the working peo-
ple stop this wave of measures, 
unless they defy the dictates of the 
government.

So these measures must be 
stopped and the struggle continued. 
New attacks to social security are 
coming. They must be stopped.
Acknomledgements: Communist 
Party of Greece. 

BOLIVIA: President Evo Morales’ adversary Branko Marinkovic is 
in the United States. The wealthy landowner headed an opposi-
tion movement in Eastern Bolivia notable for separatism, racism, 
and violence. It declined following the 2008 police massacre of 
Morales supporters in Pando and the foiling of an assassination 
plot against Morales last April, allegedly funded by Marinkovic. 
His exodus came to light recently when Morales critiqued securi-
ty forces for softness on “criminals who endangered the country.” 
He joins former Bolivian presidents and other offi cials accused 
of murder and more, enjoying US sanctuary. They include recent 
presidential candidate Manfred Reyes Villa. TeleSUR contrasts 
the US welcome for Marinkovic with “intense inspections” applied 
to travellers from 14 countries accused of harbouring terrorists.

SWITZERLAND: The Swiss Federal Court last week announced 
that US$4.6 million claimed by former Haitian dictator Jean 
Claude Duvalier would not be returned to the Haitian govern-
ment. It cited the 2001 expiration of a statute of limitations. 
The money has been frozen since 1986, when Duvalier 
escaped to France. The Swiss government responded to 
the court’s decision by continuing a hold on the funds pend-
ing legislation authorising their confi scation and return to 
Haiti. The Federal Court decision reversed a lower court rul-
ing rejecting Duvalier’s request for transferring the money to a 
foundation in Liechtenstein controlled by his family. The Duvalier 
dictators, father and son, are accused of removing US$100 mil-
lion from Haiti under the cover of support for foreign charities.

NIGERIA: President Umaru Yar’Adua’s three-month stay in a 
Saudi Arabian hospital has divided the cabinet and threatened 
Niger Delta peace. Cabinet members and street protesters 
are demanding transfer of power to Vice-President Goodluck 
Jonathan. That is despite a high court ruling that the vice presi-
dent may act on Yar’Adua’s behalf but not assume presidential 
power. A schism between Nigeria’s Muslim dominated north 
represented by Yar’Adua and the Christian south loyal to the vice-
president complicates the impasse. At a meeting in Yenagoa last 
week, guerrillas of the Niger Delta Network of Freedom Fighters 
threatened hostilities and advised “the international community” 
to suspend dealings with Nigeria pending a new president. The 
Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta threatened 
to end a ceasefi re introduced last year, reports Vanguard News.

TURKEY: Privatisation in 2008 of Tekel, the government tobac-
co and alcohol monopoly, led to the loss of 12,000 jobs as 
of January 31. Police violence against workers has marred 
nationwide protests beginning in mid-December. Last week, 
8,000 workers demonstrated outside the national headquar-
ters of the Confederation of Turkish Labour Unions, 12 of them 
carrying out a hunger strike. The dispute centres on a law pro-
viding the dismissed workers with new government jobs as 
“public employees,” with lowered wages and benefi ts. Their 
union is demanding preservation of the status and income they 
enjoyed as “public workers.” Hürriyet Daily News reported on 
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s accusation that workers 
were campaigning against his political party. Six unions organ-
ised a one-day general strike, illegal in Turkey, for February 4.

Global Briefs

Greece:

The dynamic 
strike of 
February 10

“Stop the torture! 
Free the 43 now!”
The torture and interrogation of 
the 43 detained doctors and health 
workers by the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines (AFP) continues 
even after the visit of Commission 
on Human Rights chair, Leila de 
Lima.

According to reports gath-
ered by the Health Alliance for 
Democracy (HEAD), the daily 
physical and mental torture had 
intensifi ed, especially on male 
detainees.

“Aside from sleep deprivation, 
there is daily tactical interrogation 
in the early hours of the morn-
ing, which can be heard by the 
other detainees,” said Dr Geneve E 
Rivera, secretary-general of HEAD.

One male community health 
worker could barely walk and had 
bruises and a swollen right arm 
when his relative saw him last 
week. Another male detainee had a 
swollen right ear and could barely 
hear his visiting mother.

The female detainees were not 

much better. One community health 
worker was about to show her 
mother the bruises on her chest but 
was immediately removed by the 
custodian, abruptly ending the visit.

“This is unacceptable! These 
abuses must stop immediately!” 
declared Dr Rivera. “This is even 
more reason to demand for their 
immediate release and hospitalisa-
tion, if necessary.

“There is no basis for the con-
tinued detention of these people. 
The layers and layers of lies being 
peddled by the AFP against them 
are now unravelling!” 

HEAD notes that after being 
caught fl agrantly violating basic 
rules of due process and human 
rights, the AFP leadership is now 
making inconsistent excuses 
and pronouncements, including 
claiming it was a case of national 
security.

“The military cannot explain 
why they had to lie regarding the 
conduct of their raid in the fi rst 

place, why their so-called ‘A1 intel-
ligence information’ and ‘star wit-
ness’ came as an afterthought, and 
why they continue to deny the full 
rights of those they are detaining 
illegally.”

HEAD is concerned that the 
military may eventually come up 
with trumped-up charges, more 
fabricated evidences, and forced 
confessions in order to justify their 
continued illegal detention of these 
health workers.

“This is the kind of democracy 
under Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, 
where the perversion of the crimi-
nal justice system is part and parcel 
of political exigency. This is Oplan 
Bantay Laya, where state security 
forces like the AFP are given a 
blanket authority to be the judge, 
jury, and executioner of the Filipino 
people,” said Dr Rivera. “This 
must stop now. We must begin by 
protecting the innocents. Free the 
43!” 
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China – 
leading 
the way with 
renewables
If you believed the media hype 
coming out of the Copenhagen 
climate conference, China and 
India were the villains, refusing 
to curb their apparently insatiable 
demands for economic growth 
despite the rational arguments of 
the developed nations of Western 
Europe and North America. After 
all, why should the major capitalist 
corporations curb their emissions 
if the Third World countries aren’t 
going to cut theirs? It just wouldn’t 
be fair, would it?

In fact it would be about as unfair 
as the capitalist world making itself 
rich through unimpeded exploitation 
of colonial countries, often at the point 
of a gun, for a couple of centuries or 
more, using their colonies’ resources 
to build up capitalism’s industrial 
might and wealth while polluting the 
atmosphere of the whole globe. Now 
they say those former colonial states 
aren’t allowed to catch up because it 
will harm the environment (as if big 
corporations care a toss about the 
environment).

No wonder the Third World is 
unimpressed, with either the capital-
ists’ arguments or their sincerity.

It is true that China, the chief 
target of capitalism’s propaganda 
barrage, is now the world’s leading 
producer of greenhouse gasses. But 
that is not the whole story.

China only became the world’s 
largest producer of such emissions 

in 2006. Prior to then the USA, with 
a fraction of China’s population, was 
far and away the biggest producer of 
greenhouse gases, and is still number 
two.

On a per capita basis, the USA 
is still the leader in this unsavoury 
fi eld. In fact, on a per capita basis, 
China only ranks 99th.  And, unlike 
the USA, China is also the world’s 
leading renewable energy producer.

The Chinese government and 
the Communist Party of China are 
both acutely conscious that, with no 
oil production of its own, China’s 
dependence for its energy needs on 
foreign oil supplies places the country 
at a strategic as well as an economic 
disadvantage. They have accordingly 
looked to the application of renewable 
energy to help the country complete 
its economic transformation. 

At the UN climate summit on 
September 22, 2009 in New York 
(remember that? No one talks about 
it anymore), the Chinese President 
pledged that China would adopt plans 
to derive 15 percent of its energy from 
renewable sources within a decade.

As long ago as 2006, about 16 
percent of China’s electricity was 
already coming from renewable 
sources. As Wikipedia puts it, “tech-
nology development and increased 
amounts of investment in renewable 
energy technologies and installations 
has increased markedly throughout 
the 2000s in China”. The online 
reference publication also notes 
that “investment in renewables” 
was a key part of China’s economic 
stimulus strategy to combat the 
fi nancial crisis (they didn’t just hand 
over money to the private banks like 
Australia did).

Hydroelectricity
China leads the world in the 

number of hydroelectric generators. 
By the end of this year, the total 
installations of hydropower in China 
should reach 190,000 MW. 

Wind power
China has the largest wind 

resources (banks of windmills) in 
the world. Three-quarters of them are 
offshore. China has identifi ed wind 
power as a key growth component 
of the country’s economy.

At the end of 2008, wind power 

in China accounted for 12.2 GW 
of electricity generating capacity. 
Chinese companies were commer-
cially producing wind turbines of 1.5 
MW and 2 MW capacity.

The initial future target set by the 
Chinese government for 2010 was 10 
GW, but it now appears that by the 
end of this year the total installed 
capacity for wind power generation in 
China will reach 20 GW. China aims 
to have 100 gigawatts of wind power 
capacity by 2020.

Researchers from Harvard 
University and Tsinghua University 
have found that China will be able 
to meet all of its electricity demands 
from wind power alone by 2030.

Solar power
China has become a world leader 

in the manufacture of solar photo-
voltaic (PV) technology, producing 
30 percent of the world’s solar 
photovoltaics. Around 820 MW of 
solar PV were produced in China in 
2007, second only to Japan. Suntech 
Power Holdings Co-based in Jiangsu, 

is the world’s third-biggest supplier 
of solar cells.

Last year the Chinese government 
announced the “Golden Sun” incen-
tive scheme for development of the 
solar industry and solar technology in 
China, such as the new thin fi lm solar 
plant developed by Chinese techni-
cians in Henan province using China’s 
own proprietary solar technology.

About 50 MW of installed solar 
capacity was added in 2008, more 
than double the 20 MW in 2007, 
but still a relatively small amount. 
According to some studies, the 
demand in China for new solar mod-
ules could be as high as 232 MW each 
year from now on until 2012.

To quote Wikipedia again: “The 
government has announced plans to 
expand the installed capacity to 20GW 
by 2020. If Chinese companies man-
age to develop low cost, reliable solar 
modules, then the sky is the limit for 
a country that is desperate to reduce 
its dependence on coal and oil imports 
as well as the pressure on its environ-
ment by using renewable energy.”

Biomass and biofuel

China emerged as the world’s 
third largest producer of ethanol bio-
fuels (after the US and Brazil) as of 
the end of the 10th Five Year Plan 
Period in 2005 and at present ethanol 
accounts for 20 percent of total auto-
motive fuel consumption in China. In 
the present 11th Five Year Plan period 
(2006 through 2010) China aims to 
develop 6 million tpy of fuel ethanol 
capacity, which is expected to grow to 
15 million tpy by 2020. Despite this 
level of production, experts say that 
there will be no threat to food security.

The 250 million yuan Kaiyou 
Green Energy Biomass (Rice Husks) 
Power Generating project in Jiangsu 
Province will generate 144 million 
kwh/year and use 200,000 tpy of crop 
waste as inputs.

For a country which is still, for 
much of its area, not only under-
developed rural but impoverished, 
China seems to have embraced green 
technologies with some enthusiasm. 
Australians should take note. 

Letters / Culture & Life

Capitalism: no light at 
the end of the tunnel

There seems to be a view that the 
reason that the CPA has declined 
over the last fi fty years is because 
of past mistakes but this position 
is not really true. There is no 
doubt that some terrible mistakes 
were made, especially by Aarons, 
but these mistakes where made 
in a pathetic attempt to try and 
stop a declining membership and 
although those mistakes must 
never be repeated there is a need 
to not live in the past but see the 
bigger picture of the time.

The bigger picture of the last 
sixty years is that underdeveloped 
countries which became communist 
have had to compete materialistically 
with basically an English speaking 
Empire of three hundred years plus 
its lieutenants, Western capitalism. 
They as imperialists have bought into 
its heartland the wealth of the world, 

denying development to different 
degrees to everywhere else.

Its theft of oil around the world is 
a classic example of this. Of course 
it used its stick, its military industrial 
complex (which also happens to be 
the number one greatest industrial pol-
luter on the planet) to partly achieve 
these materialistic gains but its carrot 
approach is also how it has temporar-
ily beaten communism; that is, its 
sell to the world, especially over the 
last sixty years, that if you copy the 
“American way of life” you can also 
enjoy the luxury of the Western life 
style where even the working-class 
can own a car.

Of course imperialism by its 
nature means that this will not happen 
but capitalism’s propaganda has suc-
cessfully sold to the people including 
the Soviet block of old that you can 
enjoy the freedom to participate in 
materialistic unlimited abundance by 
joining us has meant that capitalism 
has dominated and communism has 
superfi cially appeared inadequate in 
the last half of the twentieth century.

But the important point here is 
that this dominance of a sixty-year era 
of capitalist propaganda which sold 
the idea that capitalism means you 
will live like Kings is now beginning 
to alarm everyone on the planet as 
ineffi cient Western capitalism com-
petition is heating-up the planet with 
nothing in its path to stop it continuing 
on its lunatic path.

In other words we are now 
approaching a new era where 

capitalism will not be seen as a light 
at the end of the tunnel but the reason 
why their will not be seen as any light 
at all. These are not the thoughts of 
socialists but of economist Nicholas 
Stern who in desperately trying to 
appeal to his bourgeois brothers and 
sisters has stated that if we do noth-
ing about capitalism heating up the 
planet we could face the same social 
disruption that developed in the fi rst 
half of the twentieth century.

In other words what Stern is 
frightened of is that the word “com-
munism” will once again be heard 
coming off the lips of the working 
class. Already in Victoria 173 peo-
ple died in what is now offi cially 
referred to as a new phenomenon, 
a “catastrophic” bushfi re period and 
which we are going to have from now 
on. Plus 372 people died prematurely 
through heat exhaustion, all of whom 
were victims to the insanity of capital-
ism changing the temperature.

As more and more people are 
affected by climate change, they will 
also start to agitate for change and we 
need to be there.

We are now entering a new era 
and instead of belting ourselves 
around the head with past mistakes 
we need to look to the bigger picture 
and realise that the decline in com-
munism by the end of the twentieth 
century was not due to communism 
but capitalism taking one last grasp 
of air before it dies.

Howard Patterson
Lara 

Vale Jeannie O’Connor

I have some sad news to readers 
of The Guardian. Jeannie (Jean) 
O’Connor has passed away on 
Friday February 5. She was 89 
years young. A stalwart of the 
trade union, socialist and peace 
movements, Jean played a leading 
role in The Seamen’s Union of 
Australia Women’s Committee.

She was well loved and respected 
by the Left in Queensland and had 
been active in struggle as a member 
of the Communist Party and later the 
Socialist Party. Jean was active in 
Union of Australian Women amongst 
other activities.

She remained an active supporter 
of progressive causes throughout her 
years. We will miss her company and 
her strength of commitment.

David Matters
Branch Secretary 
Brisbane Branch

Communist party of Australia

On the flag & anthem

Over the last few weeks the capital-
ist media have once again brought 
to the fore the argument for a 
new fl ag and anthem. Well as for 
the fl ag – both sides of my family 
came here in the late 1840s – one 
side Scott the other Irish. In fact 
my great grandmother was born 
in Cork Harbour, so I will only 
show allegiance to the Southern 

Cross as my fl ag.
But for our anthem, why not a 

song telling of the struggle of the 
working class, of a unionist, a man 
murdered for being in the wrong place 
at the wrong time? We only have the 
word of a rich pastoralist and some 
part-time troopers who were hired in 
bars and pubs. Sworn in in Brisbane 
by a Tory State Government, given 
Judas wages, a pistol and carbine and 
a free rail pass.

It was never proved he had stolen 
anything, let alone a sheep.

Then Banjo heard the story “fi rst 
hand” whilst sitting in the comfort of 
the pastoralist’s home on his honey-
moon in the middle of the monsoon 
season. He never did get to ask the 
shearers at the strike camp just outside 
the main gate of the station, where 
the strikers were in rotten, mildewed 
tents. It was also being covered for 
the Bulletin by one of his colleagues, 
the great Henry Lawson.

If Waltzing Matilda was to 
become our national anthem then 
the true history of our workers and 
unions would have to be put into our 
schools and the teaching of our his-
tory mandatory,

And we could all go Waltzing 
Matilda and the truth be told forever 
more.

A Hamilton
Riverina

Culture
&Lifeby
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Rob Gowland
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Sun 21 Feb –
Sat 27 Feb

The eight episodes of Simon 
Schama’s Power Of Art each 

focus on one of the world’s great 
painters, and to a lesser extent on one 
signifi cant example of that artist’s 
works. The life of the artist is recount-
ed partly by Schama’s on-camera 
narration and partly by vigorous and 
generally skilful re-enactment.

The first artist dealt with 
(ABC2 on Sunday February 21 at 
7.30pm, repeated ABC1 on Sunday 
February 28 at 3.30pm) is the early 
17th century painter, roisterer and 
hot-tempered bar-room brawler, 
Michaelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio.

Caravaggio rejected the prevailing 
line of the Church that biblical scenes 
must be prettifi ed for the glory of 
God. He said Jesus and his disciples 
were made of fl esh and blood and 
painted accordingly, using models 
off the street for his religious scenes.

Schama calls him “a homicide 
waiting to happen”. His troubles were 
many, and his end was wretched, but 
the program successfully conveys 
both the boldness and the virtuosity 
as well as the historical signifi cance 
of his art.

Demetri Martin is a young US 
stand-up comedian and com-

edy writer. His seven-episode series 
Important Things With Demetri 
Martin (ABC2 on Mondays at 

8.00pm from February 22) origi-
nally ran on US cable outlet Comedy 
Central.

Martin’s show is a mix of stand-
up, music, sketches, animation, you 
name it. His low key approach makes 
his show easy to take, but it raises 
smiles rather than belly laughs. It is 
watchable, but I doubt that anyone 
would hurry home in order not to 
miss it.

Kevin McCloud is best known 
for his series featuring inno-

vative, usually expensive homes at the 
cutting edge of domestic architecture. 
One place he went was different, and 
in the fi rst episode of series two of 
Grand Designs Revisited (ABC1 on 
Thursday February 25 at 6.05pm) 
we return to that one: a housing co-
operative in Birmingham.

With the help of the local council, 
eleven public housing tenants joined 
together to build their own (and one 
another’s) homes, working a set 
number of hours each week on the 
project until all the houses were built.

McCloud is bemused by a 
collective effort he doesn’t really 
understand, but he recognises the 
undeniable fact that it certainly works.

The two-part series The 
Neanderthal Code (ABC1 

on Thursdays from February 25 at 
8.30pm) is really just a look at some 
current theories and research on the 
Neanderthals, in particular whether 
their genetics are nixed in with ours.

Neanderthals were humans, like 
us, but a strain that had evolved over 
many thousands of years to survive 
on the great ice sheets that covered so 
much of Europe in the Ice Ages. They 
were short, barrel-chested, strong, 
with broad nasal cavities to allow 
the cold air to be warmed before they 
took it into their lungs. They hunted 
dangerous big game – like red deer, 
woolly rhinoceros, musk ox – with 
stabbing spears, working in groups 
to bring them down.

I always understood that they 
were so well adapted to ice age liv-
ing that when the Ice Age abruptly 
ended and the world began to warm 
up again, they were at a disadvan-
tage and unable to compete with the 
Cromagnon (“modern”) humans, the 
more recent migrants out of Africa.

This program does not seem to 
think that global warming played any 
part and is more interested in theories 
of genocide by the Cromagnons – or 
(more credibly) assimilation.

The BBC sitcom Gavin And 
Stacey (ABC2 on Thursdays 

at 9.30pm from February 25) has 
recently fi nished in Britain (at the end 
of season three). I have seen only the 
fi rst two episodes, but it promises to 
be an entertaining romantic comedy.

The title characters are played by 
Matthew Horne and Joanna Page (she 
was the charming female half of the 
naked couple in Love Actually). Here 
they are a couple of offi ce workers, he 
in England, she in Wales, who meet 
on the offi ce phone and maintain a 

long-distance relationship for months 
until they decide they have to meet 
face to face.

Gavin’s best mate, Smithy, is 
played by James Corden and Stacey’s 
mate Nessa by Ruth Jones. Corden 
and Jones wrote the series, which 
may account for the way their two 
unattractive jumbo-sized characters 
hit it off together so well.

One thing I like about the series is 
that nothing in it appears to be copied 
from or even infl uenced by American 
TV shows. And that’s refreshing, at 
least.

The capitalist media has made 
“Conspiracy theory” a pejora-

tive term, to be greeted with smirks. 
But capitalism is rife with genuine 
conspiracies, some commercial, some 
political, some criminal. Bribery and 
corruption are as basic to the sys-
tem as profi t itself, and that breeds 
conspiracies.

Take the battle to save Lake 
Pedder in Tasmania. The state politi-
cians and their business mates saw 
hydro-electricity leading them to a 
glittering vision of Tasmania as “the 
Ruhr of the Pacifi c”. Dams would be 
followed by industrialisation and then 
by great, almost unimaginable wealth.

It was ridiculous, but they were 
blinded by dollar signs. People who 

did not share their vision, such as 
articulate pillar of the establishment 
and pioneer environmental activist 
Brenda Hean, were seen as “hippies”, 
“greenies”, “tree-huggers” and “loo-
nies”. Especially by the police, who 
(like their NSW counterparts) had a 
culture of accommodating the wishes 
and interests of the government of 
the day.

Brenda Hean disappeared (togeth-
er with her plane and her pilot) fl ying 
to Canberra to confront federal politi-
cians about the impending fl ooding of 
Lake Pedder. Whatever Happened To 
Brenda Hean? (ABC1 Thursday 
February 25 at 9.25pm), Scott 
Millwood’s disturbing fi lm about 
their disappearance and the curiously 
ineffi cient police response, raises all 
sorts of issues and questions.

It is a pity, however, that he 
wastes precious screen time on the 
theories of clairvoyants, when the 
rest of the fi lm makes a compelling 
argument that something in the case 
defi nitely smells.

I found particularly convincing 
the matter-of-fact statement by the 
retired copper that, when a senior 
offi cer told you to look the other way 
and not see anything, “you didn’t see 
anything”. It summed up the system 
and the culture. 
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Public Television

Joanna Page as Stacey and Ruth Jones as Nessa – Gavin And Stacey 
(ABC2 on Thursdays at 9.30pm from February 25).

Slipped Through the Net
The story of Melrose Desmond Donley

by Elly Inta

Taken from his mother at the age of six months, Des Donley 

became a ward of state, in and out of foster homes and then on 

to a Salvation Army Orphanage. At 15 he was farmed out to a 

family as virtual slave labour, working from 3.30 in the morning 

until 9 at night, sleeping in a shed with a prickly straw pillow. 

Only at the age of 18, he ended his isolation, entered the paid 

workforce, found girls, dancing, music and had a few drinks. He 

became a union delegate, joined the Communist Party and spent 

a life fighting for others. The fair skinned Des was in his 60s 

when he learnt of his Aboriginality. He is still fighting, at the age 

of 94, for his stolen wages.
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Anthony Loewenstein, freelance journalist & author My Israel Question
Ian Bickerton, History Research Fellow UNSW, author The Arab-Israel 
Confl ict – A History

March 5
PRISONS AS A LAST RESORT: 
THE POTENTIAL FOR REFORM
Eilleen Bawldry, Prof, UNSW
Greg Smith, MP, NSW Shadow Attorney General, Shadow Minister of Justice

March 12
AFGHANISTAN: SHOULD AUSTRALIA WITHDRAW?
Phil Glendenning, Director, Edmund Rice Centre
Bob Howard, University of Sydney

March 19
HOSPITALS CAN KILL: 
EVALUATING PRIVATE & PUBLIC HOSPITAL CARE
Paul Dugdale, Assoc Prof, Public Health ANU
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The privatisation struggle and 
Brisbane’s urban transport
Part 1 
David Matters

I have been Secretary of the Bus Union 
in Brisbane for over 20 years. In 1988 as 
a young man of 31, I was elected to fi ll 
the position of secretary of the Australian 
Tramway and Omnibus Employees 
Association (ATMOEA), an organisation 
covering bus workers in Brisbane City 
Council employment.

This organisation had its birth in Brisbane’s 
tramway system in the early part of the 20th 
century and the fi ghts against the notorious 
owner of the tram system, an American named 
Badger. Badger was viciously anti-union and the 
conditions for workers were particularly bad. 
The working day was long and at the discretion 
of the employer. The tram workers worked from 
before the sun came up until after the sun went 
down; there were no lockers, lunch facilities or 
workers’ rights.

The workers had been organising a union 
with moderate success and were emboldened 
enough to seek a federal award with their south-
ern cousins in Sydney. To push the campaign and 
show the union presence in the workplace the 
workers decided to don their union badges at an 
appointed hour. The badge was the then ATEA 
(Australian Tramway Employees Association), 
a new federal union.

As is the risk in our industry when workers 
take action the unionists were all summarily 
dismissed from employment. This prompted 
the beginning of what was a fi ve-week general 
strike in Brisbane in 1912, which gave union 
organisation a massive push and was the impe-
tus behind the election of the TJ Ryan Labor 
government in 1917.

The battle itself was bitter and involved the 
now famous episodes of Black Tuesday in which 
the authorities swore in hundreds of special 
constables who attacked the striking workers 
at Market Street (close to where King George 
Square is today and a scene also of the battle 
with unions in 1948 when Fred Paterson and 
other unionists were also attacked and beaten 
by the police).

It was in this battle that Emma Miller 
earned fame as the woman who hat-pinned the 
Commissioner’s horse and unseated him, an 
event now celebrated by the Queensland Council 
of Unions support for the Emma Miller Hat Pin 
award to women unionists who make outstand-
ing contributions to the workers’ movement.

The struggle itself ended with the strikers 
returning to work victorious and having a federal 
award only to be sacked a week later. The strike 
had run out of energy. The federal Arbitration 
Court ordered reinstatement, only to be bereft 
of the constitutional power to do so.

From this position the newly emerging 
trade union movement campaigned and even-
tually won the creation of a Tramway Trust to 
administer a publicly owned and operated tram 
system in 1924. The tramway now was also 
the source of electrical power to the City of 
Brisbane which came into being in 1926 from 
the amalgamation of the small councils that 
existed at the time. Ironically the state-registered 
Tramway Employees Union lent the city some 
of its money to get going and the city took over 
the Tramway Trust in the hands of a Council 
Transport Department, which also made a profi t 
for the tramway system and the city selling 
electric power. The electric system was stolen 

by the National Party state government in the 
1960s and the tramway was then deprived of a 
source of funding.

In the 1960s an American economist and 
transport expert Wilbur Smith visited Brisbane 
and pushed for the introduction of freeway 
systems and for the abolition of the tramway 
service as this was in his view impeding the 
development of the city. The campaign found 
a receptive ear in the state government and 
in the then Lord Mayor Clem Jones who had 
a lot of undeveloped land on the outskirts of 
Brisbane. It was decided that buses would be 
cheaper to expand the city and that the trams 
got in the way of the car. A decision was made 
to build a northern freeway and a south eastern 
freeway. The people of northern Brisbane had 
other ideas and defeated the northern freeway. 
In the south-east they managed only to delay its 
construction. In the mean time schemes were 
set aside to get rid of the trams.

The decision having been made the tram-
way union launched what was to be another 
long strike. The union’s resources were used up 
feeding its members and keeping them together 
during the strike. At the end of the dispute they 
secured the continuation of the tram line services 
through buses running over the old routes and 
still in Brisbane City Council hands. This was 
despite the despicable role played by later-to-be 
Sir Jack Edgerton, the president of the Trades and 
Labor Council appointed by Labor Party forces 
when the Communist president Gerry Dawson 
stepped down as part of a united front ticket.

A long battle then developed where the 
Tramways’ and Omnibus Union successfully 
moved more private companies into council 
ownership, red and white buses and Cribb 
Island, to name but a few. This was going on in 
centres all over Australia as they consolidated 
publicly owned systems in all capital cities. 
Canberra and Darwin, not ever having had a 
tram system, instead started with public buses 
with the Transport Workers’ Union as the new 
arrival in the bus industry being the organising 
force. In Brisbane they had threatened tramway 
jobs in opposing the extension of the tramway 

union to trolley buses with the Brisbane City 
Council entering to contain the more socialistic 
Bus and Tram Union to Brisbane.

Threats of privatisation of council buses 
were made during the 1970s but these were 
not at a serious level and were defl ected by the 
union. But in the late 1980s under the infl uence 
of the Hawke Labor government the agenda 
was changing. In 1985 the SEQEB electricity 
workers were sacked and emergency legislation 
was enacted to restrict strikes. The reactionary 
Joh Bjelke Petersen government began its push 
for individual contracts. Suncorp Metway and 
Powers Brewery were used to set up non-union 
agreements with inferior wages and conditions. 
The industrial Accord of the federal Labor gov-
ernment was beginning and a series of special 
ACTU congresses were devastating in breaking 
the left in the trade union movement under Bill 
Kelty’s leadership. The union movement was 
co-operating with the “economic rationalist 
model of Labor for social wages in return”.

It was in this period that our struggle against 
privatisation and for expansion of public trans-
port was set. World Expo was just ending and 
the council employers had decided to cutback 
the workforce and impose a restructuring on 
workers. Kelty and the ACTU were calling for 
award restructuring and this was reshaping the 
working conditions of millions of Australian 
workers.

On top of this, in 1987, the then Liberal 
council launched an idea to slash jobs in the 
Brisbane City Council and many jobs went in 
traditional blue collar areas or were outsourced, 
the issue at the centre of the SEQEB dispute.

After Expo the Liberal council decided to 
assist the private employer Hornibrook out of 
fi nancial diffi culty and hand the operation of the 
service at Sandgate, an outer northern suburb of 
Brisbane, to the private bus company managed 
by a relation of the then Liberal leader. Some 
negotiations were held between the union and 
transport management, but they were going no 
where so the drivers held a 24-hour stoppage. 
This was extremely risky as all the anti-union 
laws were still in place and threats were made 

by the then Ahern National Party government 
to fi ne the union.

After a prolonged period of struggle the 
union reached an agreement guaranteeing jobs 
and expansion into a new growth area and the 
continuation of some services that would have 
been lost under the council. The Sandgate 
service went to the private operator along with 
$200,000 in cash, as we later found out when the 
deal became public under a new administration. 
As it turned out the new growth area was bet-
ter value, but this contract has continued to be 
preserved and at times expanded by the councils 
of both Labor and Liberal. Within the union 
this dispute became known as the Hornibrook 
dispute; one tactic was to raise the economic 
demands of the union in conjunction with the 
political demands.

During the Hornibrook dispute the new 
union leadership learnt the value of putting 
the social demands ahead of the economic. 
Great support grew for our union during this 
campaign as we were fi ghting for the services 
of the working people in this area. This was a 
lesson learnt and refi ned in future campaigns. 
We successfully held the full-time jobs of our 
members and defeated two conservative regimes.

 Our union played its role in ending the 
National Party government of Ahern and 
Electing the Goss Labor government. Goss 
sent a young man, Mike Kaiser, to ask us if 
we would forward a letter of commitment from 
him to our members guaranteeing 100 percent 
subsidy from the state government to the council 
buses. These were hugely under-funded and our 
members were grossly underpaid.

The base wage in 1988 under the state wages 
system was $100 a week behind the Sydney bus 
drivers. We were a little sceptical but wrongly 
thought he couldn’t walk away from a commit-
ment given so publicly and solemnly to all our 
members in such a way. So all our members 
received the letter and later we all received an 
education in the deceptions practised by right-
wing labour politicians.
Part two of this article will appear in a 
future issue of The Guardian. 

Trams in Adelaide Street, Brisbane, 1954.


