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LEAGUE TABLES

Public educatio
wreckers at work

Bob Briton

The federal government’s long term plans
for public education took a giant leap
forward last week with the release of school
test data on the “My School” website. It
crashed shortly afterwards following what
the government insists was a rush of visits
from interested parents. Education Minister
Julia Gillard was at pains to point out in the
weeks and months leading up to the launch
that it would not rank schools in a league
table of achievement in the Commonwealth’s
NAPLAN testing. Schools would be grouped
with “like schools” so that parents can make
informed choices and there would be nothing
judgemental or damaging to the reputation
of struggling schools carried on the site.

It turns out that schools with low
achievements have the results shown in red.
Good results are displayed in a green box. The
schools have been brought together in largely
meaningless groups that could not possibly
assist in selecting a school. Boys’ schools are
sometimes compared to girls’ schools.

“One of the wealthiest schools in Australia,
The Kings School, is compared with Concord
West Public School in Sydney and a public
school in the small village of Gundaroo near
Canberra,” Australian Education Union (AEU)
federal president Angelo Gavrielatos noted
last week.

“Geelong Grammar is compared with tiny
public schools like Kangaroo Ground and
Arthurs Creeks in Victoria. Holroyd High in
Sydney’s west is compared with a school on
the Cocos Islands. The elite Trinity Grammar
school in Sydney is compared with Bulli High
near Wollongong. The Dargo Public School in
Victoria, which had one student last year, is
compared with Brighton Grammar, Melbourne
Girls Grammar and Camberwell Grammar,”
he added.

And, as could be predicted, the media
quickly extracted data contained on the site to
produce what Gillard and Rudd said they did
not support — league tables listing the country’s
schools according to the NAPLAN data. Not
long ago, the education minister said league
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tables “create a misleading picture and make
the job of principals and teachers that much
harder.” She was right. The testing was never
intended to rank schools, or at least so successive
education ministers have claimed. It does not
recognise different levels of resourcing, size
and enrolment policies. Test results can be
manipulated by schools giving dispensation for
students to avoid the tests. This already happens.

”Many private schools make excessive use
of special dispensations for Year 12 exams.
Last year, one Sydney private school received
special exam dispensations for 42 percent of its
Year 12 students compared to an average of 5
percent in government schools. Dispensations
for students in NSW independent private schools
were double the rate in government schools,”
Awstralian Council of State School Organisations
President Peter Garrigan said last week.

We can expect schools to tailor their
students’ studies to achieve a higher league
ranking and to resurrect dated rote learning
methods to meet the narrow demands of the
testing.

Are the education minister and the PM
concerned that newspapers in Canberra,
Melbourne and Sydney have published league
tables? Will they act to prevent such crude
and destructive information confusing and
misleading parents, demoralising teachers and
students in lowly ranked schools? Are they
concerned about the negative impact league
tables have had overseas? Not at all! Confronted
recently by journalists brandishing the tables
carried in the press, Rudd was unperturbed.
“And isn’t transparency a wonderful thing,”
he said.

The fact that others would compile school
league tables was foreseen and factored into
the Rudd government’s longer term plans. It
would have been considered unseemly for the
government to create tables and be seen to be
putting the boot into disadvantaged communities
and schools but Rudd and Gillard are clearly
happy with this latest development in the
creation of an education market. In this market
“failing” schools whither for lack of enrolments
and close up, their facilities taken over by a
private operator or their management handed
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more about Australian schools, and for Australian schools to learn

The My School website has been developed by the Australian
Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), an
independent authority that is responsible, among other things, for
publishing nationally comparable data on all Australian schools.
ACARA has worked closely with education sectors and partners
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to more hard-nosed private contractors. The
distinction between private and public disappears
and the question of which institutions uphold
the responsibility to provide free, universally
accessible, secular public education becomes
irrelevant.

This is the vision behind the Rudd
government’s enthusiasm for developments in
the US, its warm welcome to controversial New
York City’s Schools Chancellor, Joel Klein,
in 2008. Unless they are stopped, a voucher
system will be imposed on parents — cash from
the government to spend at the school of their
“choice”. Polling shows parents are opposed
to this neo-liberal proposition. The ALP’s
own polling showed they were opposed to the
creation of league tables, too. Parents’ wishes
have been ignored. If the government prevails,
the market will dictate the future.

The Australia Education Union is
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Debt hits
Argentina

determined to stop the naming and shaming
league tables. Its members will boycott the
supervision of the NAPLAN tests this year.
“Teachers will not sit by and let students and
school communities be damaged by league
tables,” the AEU’s Angelo Gavrielatos said.
“If the minister won’t act to protect students,
teachers will.”

Gillard and Rudd are seeking to crush the
teachers’ determination and press on with their
unpopular plans. The education minister will
not rule out using strike breakers to get the tests
done. She is promising that if the government is
re-elected the “My School” site will be expanded
to rate teachers.

For the future of public education in
Australia, the support of parents and the
community for the stand taken by the teachers
isvital. &
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Abbott —

a dangerous “man of action”

Opposition leader Tony Abbott has been working hard to
re-establish some point of noticeable difference between the
Libs and the Rudd government. For Abbott, an uncomfortable
consensus had set in under former leader Malcolm Turnbull
about major issues including industrial relations and measures
to tackle climate change. No doubt Abbott and his fellow plotters
saw this as the reason for the declining support for the Liberal
Party and the Coalition despite the switch of leadership from
previous leader Brendan Nelson to Turnbull. Abbott clearly
sees himself as the man for the job of reclaiming reactionary
sentiment in the electorate and would be happy at the effect his
interventions are having on public debate so far.

In recent weeks, Abbott has been laying down his alternative
to Rudd’s Emissions Trading Scheme. The Liberal leader is
portraying the ETS as a huge tax grab on ordinary Australians.
He is careful to avoid the observation that his party’s major
benefactors, the big pollutersinindustry like coal-fired electricity
generation, would be granted taxpayer funded permits under
the ETS to carry on emitting as always. In its place, Abbott is
proposing a “standing green army” to plant masses of trees,
better soil management to create “carbon sinks” and changed
building codes to ensure better energy efficiency. There would
be no new tax to pay for this. Who could possibly object to tree
planting and more energy efficient buildings? Even the most
sceptical of climate change doubters would not be put out.

It is being sold as a hands-on, practical alternative to Rudd’s
long-promised, bureaucratic ETS. Unfortunately for his spin
doctors, departmental estimates are that 30 million hectares
of trees would need to be planted to reach the unambitious
greenhouse gas emission target reduction of 5 percent by 2020.
The Nationals are reported to be concerned it might lock arable
land away from food production and threaten Australia’s food
security. The Nationals can rest easy; Abbott’s green “army”
and tree planting would be low priorities and would be part of
the quickly forgotten policy window dressing like Rudd’s Green
Jobs Corps and Howard’s Green Corps before it. It is a promise
to big business to do even less than Rudd on climate change.

Despite the intentional do-nothing stance on climate change,
Abbott is keen to embarrass Rudd on a number of stalled
programs. He is reviving Howard’s demand that control of the
Murray-Darling Basin be ceded to the Commonwealth. If that
doesn’t happen by 2012, he will make it an election issue at the
2013 federal election. He is demanding Rudd act on his promise
of a federal takeover of public hospitals if states do not fall in
behind his reform agenda. Abbott says he will seek a mandate
for a federal takeover of funding to be directed by local hospital
boards. Abbott the man of action - that is the mantra.

None of the action would take the community in a more
progressive direction. Some of the interventions have harked
back to another age. There was Abbott’s notorious advice in
an interview with The Australian Women’s Weekly for women to
keep their virginity until their wedding day. And there was the
taunt made to Rudd to show his “steel” and tow boats carrying
asylum seekers back out of Australian waters.

This reckless and inhumane call typifies the Libs’ latest
swing back to the far right. It is the sort of rightwing populism
Howard rode for over a decade. The fact is that big business is
currently well pleased with Rudd & Co. Big polluters are not
feeling any heat to reform. Employers still have the essentials
from the old WorkChoices kit with which to attack the
unions. Education and health are being lined up for wholesale
privatisation. Mandatory detention still awaits desperate
asylum seekers. Abbott’s policies are having the appalling effect
of making Rudd’s program seem relatively progressive to some
in the community. They provide that extra bit of ambit for the
claims of the monopolies and drag the field for debate over
burning issues to the right.

There is an urgent need for the opponents of the current
direction in Australian politics to unite and present the real
alternatives to the current agenda. The Australian people do
not support these neo-liberal policies and were led to believe
they were voting for significant change in 2007. A new political
force committed to delivering on those expectations must be
built.

PRESS FUND

Alas, contributors to the Press Fund are in short supply this week.
Everyone must be on holidays! Whatever the reason, we badly need
your contributions, which help us to meet the hefty day-to-day costs
of producing the paper. So please, if you possibly can, send us in
something for the next issue — or better still, make arrangements
with us for small regular payments. Our sincere thanks go to this
week’s sole contributor, the ubiquitous “Round Figure”.

This week’s total: $10 Progressive total: $30

Homage to
Jyoti Basu

Resolution of the Polit Bureau

The Polit Bureau of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) (CPI-M)
expresses its profound grief at the
passing away of Comrade Jyoti
Basu, senior most leader of the
Party and one of the outstand-
ing leaders of the Communist
movement in India who was the
Chief Minister of the Left Front
government of West Bengal from
1977 to 2000. He was 95 years old.

Jyoti Basu became a Communist
while studying law in Britain. He
came in contact with the British
Communist party. He joined the
Communist Party of India on his
return in 1940. He began working in
the railway trade union movement
and became an important functionary
of the BA Railroad Workers Union
and the All India Railwaymen’s
Federation. In 1946, he was elected
to the Bengal legislative assembly
from a railway constituency.

He was the Secretary of the pro-
vincial committee of the CPI from
1953 to 1961. He became a member
of the Central Committee of the CPI
in 1951. When the CPI (M) was
formed he became one of the founding
Polit Bureau and Central Committee
members, positions he continued in
until his death. He played a signifi-
cant role in developing the CPI (M)
in West Bengal along with Promode
Dasgupta.

Jyoti Basu made his mark as the
leader of the opposition in the assem-
bly between 1957 and 1967. He was
twice Deputy Chief Minister in the
United Front governments between
1967 and 1970. His role in the gov-
ernment in supporting the struggle
for implementation of land reforms
and in not allowing the police to be
used against workers and peasants’
struggles was notable.

Jyoti Basu belonged to the lead-
ership of the CPI M) which steered
the Party through the difficult days
of semi-fascist terror in West Bengal
in the early ’70s. After the sweeping
victory of the Left Front in 1977, Jyoti
Basu became the Chief Minister of
the Left Front government, a posi-
tion he held continuously for more
than 23 years, a record in the coun-
try. Under his leadership, the Left
Front government embarked on land
reforms on a scale unprecedented in
the country; it instituted a panchayati
raj system which was radical for its
times, which gave the poor peasants
and small farmers a say in running
the panchayati institutions. West
Bengal became an oasis of communal
harmony and secular values under
his leadership. One has to recall how
as Chief Minister he dealt with the

situation after the assassination of
Indira Gandhi in 1984 when violence
against Sikhs broke out in various
parts of the country, but nothing was
allowed to happen in West Bengal.
Similarly he dealt firmly with efforts
to instigate trouble after the demoli-
tion of the Babri Masjid in 1992.

Jyoti Basu became a symbol
for the Left, democratic and secular
forces in the country. In West Bengal,
the people adored him and respected
him for his championing of their
cause. He became the role model for
all Communists and progressives on
how to work in parliamentary insti-
tutions and serve the people. During
this seven decades of work in the
Communist Party, he spent three and
a half years in prison and two years
underground.

Jyoti Basu as Chief Minister and
as a Left leader played an important
role in pushing for restructuring
Centre-State relations and rallying
other Chief Ministers and political
leaders for the cause.

He played a prominent role in
bringing together Left and secular
parties against the Congress govern-
ment in the 1980s and later against
the BJP in the "90s.

Jyoti Basu was a Marxist who
never wavered in his convictions.
After the fall of the Soviet Union and

such commemoration.

IN MEMORIUM

On many occasions subscribers and supporters of The Guardian have
marked the decease of family members, comrades or friends by a note in the
Press Fund column such as “In memory of ...” together with a donation to the
Press Fund. Sometimes an obituary has also been published.

The Guardian will now extend this service by printing a photograph and a
maximum of 100 words about a deceased person whether recent or in the
past who readers wish to remember and commemorate.

To facilitate this service please supply a clear photograph of the person and
accompanying text. We kindly request a donation to the Press Fund for each

the setbacks to socialism, he provided
the leadership along with his col-
leagues in the Polit Bureau to make
a reappraisal of the experience of
building socialism and to pinpoint the
errors and to correct wrong notions
and understandings while remaining
true to Marxism-Leninism. He was
a Marxist who was not dogmatic
and continued to learn from his vast
experience in charting out the course
for the Party.

He emerged as the pre-eminent
and most popular leader of the Party,
but he always worked as a disciplined
member of the Party, setting an
example for all. In his long career
in the Party, he undertook various
responsibilities including being the
first editor of People’s Democracy.
He had a lifelong association with
the trade union movement and was
the Vice-President of the Centre of
Indian Trade Unions since its incep-
tion in 1970.

He stepped down from the Chief
Ministership in 2000 due to ill health
and advanced age. But he continued
to work and discharge responsibilities
until the end of his life. He became
the source of inspiration and a fount
of advice for the Party and the Left
movement in the country. Irrespective
of political affiliation, across the polit-
ical spectrum, he was respected by
all and accepted as a national leader.

The Left movement in the coun-
try was fortunate in having such an
accomplished and dedicated leader
at the helm of affairs in West Bengal
and in the leadership of the CP1 (M)
for such a long time. His precious
legacy is there for all of us to cherish
and nurture.

The Polit Bureau salutes the
memory of our beloved departed
comrade. We pledge to carry forward
his cause and work. We convey our
heartfelt condolences to his son,
Chandan Basu, granddaughters and
other family members.

For CPI(M) Central Committee
office &
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Exploding asylum seeker boat
Government policy under the spotlight

Peter Mac

Witnesses at a recent inquiry into
the explosion and sinking of the
asylum seeker vessel known as
SIEVX 36 have indicated that
Australian government policies,
and perceptions of those policies,
may have contributed to the deaths
of five asylum seekers.

The boat was intercepted by the
Australian Navy off Ashmore Island
last April 15. The inquiry was told
that navy personnel boarded the
boat, and proceeded to tow it in a
north-westerly direction. Government
policy had been changed the day
beforehand, so that all intercepted
boats were supposed to be escorted
to Christmas Island. However, the
asylum seekers were not told where
they were going, and instead were
shown a photocopied notice which
suggested that they should consider
returning to Indonesia.

Many of the boat’s occupants
then became extremely distressed
and began to cry “No Indonesia, no
Indonesia!”. One occupant is said to
have made a gesture of cutting his
throat. (In the commercial mass media
this has been widely interpreted as a
direct threat to the Navy personnel.
No one seems to have considered that
the person making the gesture might
have been saying he would commit
suicide rather than accept being
dumped back in Indonesia.)

At this point a strong smell of
petrol became evident, and some of
the Navy crew had to forcibly prevent
an occupant from lighting a cigarette
in the bow, where the smell of petrol
was strongest.

However, shortly afterwards the
boat’s engine exploded. A number
of occupants, including some Navy
personnel, were thrown into the water.
Many were injured, and in the ensuing
struggle five asylum seekers drowned.
At least one of the boat’s occupants
was literally kicked off a rescue craft,
in order to give preference to a naval
officer who was in the water.

It is almost certain that all the
navy personnel could swim, but it is
unlikely that the asylum seekers, most
of whom came from Afghanistan,
could do so. The rescue was com-
peted in 12 minutes, but this was too
long for some. One leading seaman
said he tried to help the struggling
asylum seekers, but was prevented
from diving into the water because of
the Navy’s policy of helping its own
personnel before anyone else.

Steven Walsh QC, counsel assist-
ing the Northern Territory coroner
Greg Cavanagh, noted that the board-
ing officers did not search the boat
for flammable materials, nor did they
distribute life jackets to the passengers
or show them how to use them. He
also stated that a “less rigid policy of
recovery” might have averted the loss
of life on this occasion.

The Rudd government delayed
altering the policy regarding boat
interception for 19 months. Although
the policy of forcing boats to return to
international waters had been dropped
one day before the SIEVX incident, it
is possible that the crew of the inter-
cepting vessels were unaware of this
change, or that they were undecided
as to what approach to take.

However, it is also possible that
the notification which suggested the
boat should return to Indonesia was
shown to the boat’s occupants quite
deliberately. Despite the change in
official policy, that action may well
have reflected the government’s view
that they were still not welcome in
Australia.

It is certainly possible that one
of the boat’s passengers, or one of
its crew members, set fire to the boat
rather than being forced to return to
Indonesia, Mr Walsh commented:

“Itis ... anticipated that the evi-
dence will disclose that a motive for
disabling SIEVX36 clearly existed.
The passengers clearly wanted to
remain in Australia. The crew may
have been directed to scuttle the ves-
sel rather than allow it and the pas-
sengers to be returned ... accordingly,
if the passengers and crew mistakenly
believed that they were to be forced
back to Indonesia, unidentified per-
sons on the vessel may have decided
to sabotage the engine and set fire to
the vessel to prevent their return.”

Vessel (SIEV) 36 at sea North of Ashmore Island 11 minutes prior to
incident. HMAS Childers' boarding party embarked.

Nevertheless, it has not been
established with reasonable certainty
that the explosion was deliberate. The
Northern Territory Police Assistant
Commissioner, Mark McArdie,
believed it was likely that this was
the case, but conceded that the fire
could have been ignited accidentally
by someone lighting a cigarette.

However, what is clear beyond
a doubt is that the occupants of the
SIEVX36 were all desperate to reach
a safe haven. The boat explosion is
one more dark passage in the traumat-
ic saga of those who are commonly
referred to as “the boat people”, who
are seeking our assistance, often after
terrible persecution and ordeals in
their countries of origin.

Our national government’s
response to their experiences is indi-
cated in part by the acronym SIEV,
which stands for “suspected illegal
entry vessel”. In fact, it is not illegal
to enter Australian territory by boat or
other means unless you are actually
intent on carrying out a serious crime.
That was certainly not the case with
the occupants of the SIEVX36, who
were simply seeking refuge.

As a nation we should adopt a
more enlightened acronym. How
about PROA, standing for “people
requiring our assistance”, and short
for “proactive™? That would certainly
indicate a more humane national
approach to those who appeal for our
help. &

Comrade Joan Williams remembered

Last Sunday the Perth Branch of the
CPA paid homage to Joan Williams
who passed away 18 months ago.
The branch organised a public
meeting to pay tribute to her life.
A poet, journalist, feminist and a
lifelong communist Joan was an
oustanding woman who shared
68 years alongside local CPA
member and poet Vic Williams.
People listened to long-term
member Sheila Suttner who met
Joan over 25 years ago. Sheila
recounted those years of struggle.
Vic Williams spoke of Joan’s
participation in the women’s lib-
eration movement. Joan was also
elected to the Melville council when
those positions were only for men.
The highlight of the evening was
Elizabeth Hulm’s reading of an
unpublished poem Joan had written
sometime after Caroline Chishlom
appeared on a postage stamp in
1968. This poem had been unseen
for years until Vic recently found it.

Vic Williams & Sheila Suttner.

Pete’s Corner

NSW GouT
OUR MITTO
DeTermINER TO

Caroline Chisholm

| have travelled across the century, my dear, to this great celebration.
You know my name because you saw my portrait on a postage stamp of recent date?

The honour was somewhat overdue. But they told you little of the passion that drove me -

Anger and pity and guilty for those women spewed out of ships for owners’ bounty,
Who roaming the streets of Sydney town saw the bodies of exiles (friendless)

Carted off with dead dogs, and welcomed the procuress, | felt some blame
For every girl turned prostitute, though | gave them shelter at grassy Windsor,
Nine at a time, orphan girls, the overflow of English jails and workhouse.

They called me tall and serene, but they did not know the turmoil underneath,
The yearning to wrap love like blankets around thin shrinking shoulders,
That forced me to forsake my dearest hushand and skimp the care of my own babes.

| was sturdy, with all the tenacity of my yeoman father William Jones,

Handsome had | the time to primp; how hurriedly | scraped my hair

Into a knot and set out to the wharves, waiting the next shipment of human souls.
I might crochet a little white collar of lace to improve my black silk

Draggled with gutter’s filth, pawed by fingers of children thin as potato peelings.

How could [ forget blunt Margaret, tortured by the Carthaginian's rascally surgeon,

Who would throw lime on poor body's face to force her up on deck,

Drench her with seawater, part of the nameless cruelties that spiked rebellion?

The face of Mary Teague ever before me, white with hunger but charged with drunkenness,
And after three days in the stocks, found moaning in a ditch too weak to move,

Except for my exposure of her case, would Governor Gipps have given me

Any part of those old wooden barracks, Bent Street's shame, where | slept

Those first nights in terror of rats bolder than leaping dogs?

| trembled as | set up that free registry office and went among girls

Who hid themselves about the Rocks until | drew them from that notorious place,
And when they were afraid, slept with them beneath the bullock dray

Journeying to Goulburn to see a place for each, with decent rations.

How many thousand | served is all writ down, and in those last bed-ridden years
My soul rejoiced in all the dispossessed who gave their thanks to God through me.
Now child - you in the shameless skirt - they say you're paid the same as men

Or soon will be; that women plan their pregnancy and sit in Parliament

But let their dark-skinned sisters rot. | envy you those freedoms;

Can you not put them to fuller use?

Joan Williams
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In WA the “law and order”
mindset and Increasing
prison population

Richard Titelius & Dave Fox

On January 27, 2008, Ngaanyajarra
elder Mr Ward died while being
transported on a hot day in a
decrepit prison transport van con-
tracted to the Western Australian
Department of Corrective Services
by private security corporation
AIMS (now G4S).

On June 12, 2009, the State
Coroner Alistair Hope handed down
a report described as “scathing” by
the Koori Mail newspaper, included
14 recommendations to prevent such
deaths occurring in the future.

The report made other recom-
mendations which called for criminal
prosecutions to be pursued, not only
against the negligent drivers of the
van but also G4S and the Department
of Corrective Services itself.

To date the state Attorney General
Christian Porter has announced some
changes which have been implement-
ed that mainly concern the training
and use of JPs in remote locations,
procedures used by police when
charging people and putting them
into custody and the replacement of
vans of the type which were used in
the incident.

However, to date no criminal
charges have been instigated against
either G4S or the Department of

Corrective Services. It is now eight
months since the State Coroner
handed down his final report.

This was the impetus for the
Deaths in Custody Watch Committee
to call a public meeting, not only to
follow up on the lack of progress
on implementing the recommenda-
tions of the Coroner’s report, but
also to examine alternatives to
incarcerating increasing numbers of
people of which a high proportion are
Aboriginal. Rhe meeting drew about
60 people from diverse sectors of the
community.

The first speaker to address the
meeting was Fremantle Greens MLA
Adele Carles, who said that the cur-
rent government was in a hurry to
pass legislation such as the “stop and
search”, “truth in sentencing laws”
and “hoon driving laws” — the latter
which had recently come into effect,
as they will first target marginal
groups but in the long run will also
effect the general population.

Though a recent poll had found
half the people surveyed favoured the
new laws it was suggested that this
was not because they are rednecks but
arguably because neither traditional
party, the business community or
the corporate media were putting
forward alternatives to these harsh
laws. They go along with the “being

tough on law and order” mind set.
These “being tough” laws rely heavily
on imprisonment.

The next speaker was the secre-
tary of the Prison Officers Union John
Welsh, who said, “By 2015 there will
be three new prisons built to allevi-
ate current prison overcrowding — a
phenomenon which had increased
with the election of the state Liberal
government of Colin Barnet.” The
prison population was growing at a

rate of 1,200 per year and by the time
these new prisons were built they too
would be facing overcrowding and all
the social, safety and security issues
which this causes.

“There is also little money left for
education, development and rehabili-
tation programs once money is spent
building and staffing the prisons,”
added Mr Welsh. He said that the
government is pursuing privatised
prisons to meet these needs — a trend

The AGM of the Auburn Branch
of the CPA was very positive.
Thirty-three people attended,
including a number of observ-
ers, local supporters and friends
and a representative from the
Sydney Branch of the Lebanese
Communist Party. The AGM
discussed a the main report,
assessing the Branch’s local
work in 2009, acknowledging
weaknesses and recognising

its successes, particularly in

the task of building a local base
and the attempts to make the
big political issues, such as pri-
vatisation, relevant to our local
community. A branch plan was
adopted for 2010, which included
increasing membership by 10.
Feedback from friends and sup-
porters was positive.

which often sees transparency and
accountability go out the window
as well as a lot of taxpayers’ money.

“Where are children, why aren’t
they running free?” sang the Reverend
Sealan Garlett in his Noongar lan-
guage, recalling a song from his
Elders in which he called for a new
beginning for Aboriginal people but
especially for Aboriginal men and
boys of which a large proportion
make up the prison population in WA.

He called for education for his
people in the skills which would give
them work but also in their culture to
give them identity and their lives a
meaning and purpose.

The final speaker was Marc
Newhouse the chairman of the Black
Deaths in Custody Watch Committee
which organised the public meeting.

“The government and the people
had to improve health, education
and other social services as a way
of getting to the cause of the social
problems which led to imprisonment”,
concluded Newhouse.

The reason new prisons are built,
more police powers are legislated and
more basic human rights are violated
is that globally, the crisis of capital-
ism is worsening as long-term profits
are falling. Eventually the capitalist
class will find it increasingly difficult
to maintain the status quo over the
working class, without additional
repressive powers. @

Striking Pluto workers
return to work

Lynn Hulm

Striking Pluto workers in WA
decided at a meeting held on
Saturday, January 30 to return
to work amid threats from Fair
Work Australia and Workplace
Relations Minister Julia Gillard
of hefty fines and imprisonment as
is allowable under the Australian
Building and Construction
Improvement Act.

Workers went on strike to express
their frustration at Woodside’s
changes to accommodation arrange-
ments for fly-in-fly-out workers. The
changes would mean workers would

be asked to check in and check out
of their accommodation every work
cycle.

Eight days of industrial action
have passed as workers fight to protect
the hard won basic accommodation
conditions that have given them some
security and stability in otherwise
rough conditions which see them work
for extended hours often in difficult
climatic conditions.

The accommodation changes
were the last straw for workers who
already experience great upheavals in
their lives to accommodate this mode
of work which saves companies mil-
lions of dollars in avoiding building

infrastructure for a permanent local
workforce.

Currently the Woodside project
says it is behind and that 25 percent
more workers are needed and the
company claims motelling will allow
them to achieve this increase in the
workforce.

Workers and their unions are
rightfully demanding that Woodside
build the necessary accommodation
to cater for the desired increase to the
workforce and to leave in place the
conditions that they signed up to at
the beginning of the project.

Woodside have agreed to meet
with unions this week. &
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Sad truth in UN report

Darren Coyne

A United Nations report has high-
lighted how Australia’s Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people
are facing the same problems
which plague Indigenous com-
munities worldwide. The State of
the World’s Indigenous Peoples
report lists those issues as violence,
continuing assimilation policies,
marginalisation, forced removal
or relocation, denial of land rights
and many other abuses.

It also reveals alarming statis-
tics on poverty, health, education,
employment, human rights and the
environment.

The report said that in Australia,
an Indigenous child could expect to
die 20 years earlier than his or her
non-Indigenous compatriot (although
the Australian Bureau of Statistics
last year revised its estimation of the
gap with the new figures of 9.7 years
for women and 11.5 years for men).

UN Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) chair-
person Vicki Tauli-Corpuz said the
report’s value would be far-reaching
because it comprised for the first time
very clearly aggregated data.

“We believe this is going to be
crucial for governments and for
the UN to address more seriously
and comprehensively the issues of
Indigenous people,” she said.

The report said that although
Indigenous peoples made up only
five percent of the global population,
they constituted around one-third of
the world’s 900 million extremely

poor rural people. In developed and
developing countries, poor nutri-
tion, limited access to care, lack of
resources crucial to maintaining health
and well-being and contamination of
natural resources were all contribut-
ing factors to the terrible state of
Indigenous health worldwide.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Social Justice Commissioner
Tom Calma, welcomed the report,
saying Australia was not immune to
the challenges and issues raised.

“In recent years, as a nation, we
have taken some giant steps forward
in relation to our Indigenous peoples,”
Mr Calma said, citing the apology to
the Stolen Generations and the sign-
ing of the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP).

Research

“Our own commission has com-
pleted significant research and under-
taken projects concerning many of the
key issues highlighted in the United
Nation’s first Report on the State of
the World’s Indigenous Peoples.

“However, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples remain margin-
alised in Australia and face entrenched
poverty and ongoing discrimination
on a daily basis.

“We will not have provided solu-
tions to all the challenges we face
until Indigenous people have true
participation and are real partners
in efforts to close the gap in health,
education, housing and have access
to the same human rights protections
as other Australians.”

The NSW Aboriginal Land
Council (NSWALC) also welcomed
the report’s release and urged all
concerned Australians to take the time
to read and absorb the “grim picture”
it presented.

Chairperson Bev Manton said
the report should also be required
reading for all politicians and policy
makers charged with the responsibil-
ity of closing the life expectancy and
opportunity gaps between Aboriginal
and other people.

Ms Manton said the report
stressed the fundamental importance
of self-determination, the principle of
free, prior and informed consent, and
of land rights to the continued survival
of Indigenous peoples.

“The 240-page report reflects
many of the issues raised by
NSWALC and other peak Indigenous
organisations at the UN,” she said.

“It re-emphasises that much work
is still ahead of us to improve the
health and well-being of our commu-
nities and to do so in accordance with
the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples in Australia and
around the world.”

The State of the World’s
Indigenous Peoples report is a
collaborative effort authored
by seven independent experts
working with the Secretariat of
the United Nations Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues
(UNPFII).

It is available on the UNPFII
website at:www.un.org/esa/
socdev/unpfii/en/sowip.html &

Raclial Discrimination Act
out until 2010

The federal Labor government
has failed to reinstate the Racial
Discrimination Act 1975 (RDA)
despite repeated assurances that
it would do so since it was elected
in 2007.

Instead the federal Indigenous
Affairs Minister, Jenny Macklin,
has announced that the RDA will
not be reinstated until December
31, 2010.

The federal government made
this announcement in its latest pol-
icy statement, Landmark Reform to
the Welfare System, Reinstatement
of the Racial Discrimination Act
and Strengthening of the Northern
Territory Response, released last
November.

The Northern and Central
Land Councils have been calling
on both the federal government
and the Coalition of Australian
Governments to reinstate the RDA
and to restore Aboriginal people’s

legislative human rights — rights
taken for granted by every other
Australian citizen.

NLC Chief Executive Kim Hill
earlier said that without the RDA
Aboriginal people will continue
to have no legal redress under
Australian law in relation to the
Northern Territory Emergency
Response laws, that is, the federal
intervention.

“The Racial Discrimination Act
was suspended with the express
purpose of denying Aboriginal
people everyday, common law
human rights so that the federal
government could implement its
intervention into every aspect of
our lives,” he said.

“This does not happen to any
other Australian citizen.”

At a meeting of its 90 members
in Tennant Creek in November,
the Central Land Council said
that the federal government had

Great T-Towel

squandered a valuable opportu-
nity to reset the relationship with
Aboriginal people. CLC members
said that the federal government’s
application of the RDA to the
Northern Territory Emergency
Response legislation still ignores
Aboriginal people’s interests and
its “special measures” remain
discriminatory.

CLC director David Ross said
that he felt deeply disappointed
with the government.

“The Australian government
should instead be working with
Aboriginal people to find solutions
to some very difficult, long-term
problems,” Mr Ross said.

The RDA was suspended by
the former Howard government in
July 2007 to enable the passage of
the Northern Territory Emergency
Response legislation.

Land Rights News &
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Australia’s natural heritage needs protection and despite
setbacks and problems people are generally aware of the
importance of preserving and protecting forests, coasts and
wetlands. Many mammals, birds and reptiles are on the
endangered species list. It is very seldom that we think of native
fish as needing our attention and protection, though the terrible
state of many rivers is no secret. The Murray-Darling river
system saw a dramatic decline of native fish species — no real
surprise considering the state the river system is in. Twenty-nine
fish species are indigenous to the Murray-Darling. Each has a
unique role in the river system'’s ecology, each has its own habitat
requirements. They are also in a complex relationship with
numerous species of plants, birds, invertebrates and mammals.
For thousands of years the Murray-Darling provided the
Indigenous people with food and other necessities and supported
a high population density. European settlers quickly discovered
the value of native fish and the depletion of the commercial
species was the result. It was only the beginning — major
factors in the decline of the river system are water extraction
for irrigation, stock watering and domestic use and agricultural
pollution. Some 80 percent of the river's average flow is
extracted for human use, of which 95 percent is used for irrigated
agriculture. Introduced species are also a threat to native fish. As
far as protection of native fish goes, in NSW fish are ineligible
for listing under the Threatened Species Act. Queensland
does not even have threatened species legislation. So it is left
to concerned citizens to make sure that native fish survives.

US President Obama promised to close Guantanamo Bay
within a year. The deadline just passed with some 200
inmates of the prison camp still there. The problem with some
of them is that the US does not want them on their soil and is
pressuring other countries to take them in. Australia has been
approached several times to settle Chinese Muslims but has so
far refused. It is believed another approach was made recently
and Australia may feel obliged to accept the Guantdnamo Bay
prisoners. During last year’'s Oceanic Viking refugee crisis
when Australia did not want to accept some refugees the
USA came along and helped resettle a small number of them.
Now it seems that Australia will have to return the favour.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is Fred Nile’'s Christian
Democratic Party. His party is in crisis after a disaster that was
the Bradfield by-election. Before the by-election a so-called
“survey” was delivered to 36,000 households. It was a disgusting
piece of work asking if the federal government should have the
power to deport Muslims and if there should be a ban on new
mosques and Islamic schools. Michael Darby, the campaign
director was behind the creation of this survey. Fred Nile’s picture
is on it though he now denies any knowledge of the publication.
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Israel’s PR
exploitation of Haiti aid

Sarah Irving

Despite logistical problems, the
January 12 earthquake in Haiti
has seen much of the “interna-
tional community” pull together
to provide food, doctors and other
emergency aid for the already
poverty-stricken country.

But the disaster has also provided
apologists for the State of Israel’s
human rights abuses an opportunity
to try and grab high moral ground. It
was a chance remark by anti-Zionist
Jewish comedian Ivor Dembina that
first alerted me to this. “There’s this
whole email campaign going out, say-
ing, ‘Look at what Israel is doing, this
is what we mean by a disproportionate
response’,” he commented while | was
interviewing him on January 22 for
an Electronic Intifada article.

The email that Dembina mentions
appears to trace back to Lynn Sharon,
an Israeli citizen who writes occasion-
al short pieces on English-language
websites in Israel and churns out let-
ters to the country’s newspapers. The
claims it makes — that “the Arab and
Muslim world” has donated “nothing”
— are demonstrably false, as reports
of donations and field assistance from
Morocco, the United Arab Emirates,
Qatar, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan and
Indonesia show. Even Palestinians
in Gaza living under Israeli blockade
have collected donations for Haiti.

Sharon’s article also opens with
the disingenuous statement that
“Many countries and world leaders
have accused Israel of responding
disproportionately to aggression from
Hizballah in Lebanon and Hamas in
Gaza.” Few “countries and world
leaders” have actually had the courage
to stand up and say any such thing,
although many individuals and organi-
sations have. But the odd thing about
this statement is that it was former
Israel prime minister Ehud Olmert
who made the phrase “disproportion-
ate response” so iconic, in an attempt
to appear tough in front of hardline
Israeli voters like Sharon herself.

“Disproportionate response” was,
of course, the term Olmert used fol-
lowing Israel’s attacks last winter in
an attempt to win voter support dur-
ing last February’s elections. It was
a threat to Hamas that any rockets
fired would attract a repeat of the 22
days of death and destruction that

the Israeli military had just inflicted
on Gaza. The phrase “disproportion-
ate response” became a byword for
Israel’s insistence that it had a right to
choose the scale of its military actions
against civilians, and for those actions
to be on a completely different scale
of death and destruction than anything
Palestinian armed groups might inflict.

But the main thrust of Sharon’s
email, which was forwarded around
many list-servers and which has
since been posted on blogs, news
site comment pages and as a “letter”
to newspapers around the world, is
that “The US has sent supplies and
personnel, Britain sent 64 firemen
and 8 volunteers, France sent troops
for search and rescue. Many large
and wealthy nations of the world
sent money. The Arab and Muslim
world - nothing. Israel, a nation of
7.5 million people has sent a team
of 220 people that include medical
personnel and has established the larg-
est field hospital in Haiti, treating up
to 5,000 people a day, along with an
experienced search and rescue team
and medical supplies.”

The email then goes on to lam-
baste the United Nations, Judge
Richard Goldstone and anyone who
criticises Israel while letting other
countries accused of “crimes against
their [sic] minorities,” such as “Sudan,
China [and] Russia,” off the hook.

According to analysis by foreign
correspondent Catherine Philp in
The Times of London on January 21,
the paper was “flooded with identi-
cal e-mails.” The round-robin was
incorporated into an article by Peggy
Shapiro on the widely-syndicated
AmericanThinker site, which added
links to pages intended to support its
argument. However, as of January
25, the British Guardian newspaper’s
statistics page it cited, lists no aid
from Israel, but does include dona-
tions from the United Arab Emirates
and Morocco (Canada comes out way
ahead in terms of dollars donated per
head of population). The carbon-copy
email appears pasted into the “com-
ment” field of innumerable stories
about help for Haiti, especially ones
reporting aid from Arab countries,
such as an extended feature on CNN’s
website.

On some Israeli and Zionist
websites, the exploitation of the Haiti
tragedy for PR ends goes beyond

Marines carry bottles of water to load onto a helicopter aboard the multi-purpose amphibious assault ship
USS Bataan (LHD 5).

the false “facts” of Lynn Sharon’s
short article. Many cite Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as he
conflates the wider Jewish community
with the State of Israel by declaring
that “I think that this is in the best
tradition of the Jewish People; this is
the true covenant of the State of Israel
and the Jewish People ... despite being
a small country, we have responded
with a big heart.”

Commentators such as Arlene
Kushner, a self-proclaimed “expert
on Middle East affairs,” revel in the
lack of adequate medical care for
earthquake survivors. “There appar-
ently are some other hospitals set up,
but they are meagre facilities,” she
says, pleased to be able to claim that

ILO: Decisiveness needed
to save and create jobs

A jobless recovery is the scenario
that appears from the just released
ILO “Global Employment Trends
2010 Report”. International
Labour Organisation 2010 data
on employment trends do not
come as a surprise. Still they are
frightening as they show that there
is no hope that employment rates
will return soon to pre-crisis levels.

Furthermore employment con-
ditions are deteriorating constantly
both in the North and in the South,
with a shift everywhere to precari-
ous employment arrangements.

In a statement issued last week
the ILO stresses that “the share of
workers in vulnerable employment
worldwide is estimated to reach
over 1.5 billion, equivalent to over

half (50.6 percent) of the world’s
labour force. The number of women
and men in vulnerable employment
is estimated to have increased in
2009, by as much as 110 million
compared to 2008.” Not only the
good jobs that have been lost will
not come back any time soon, but
they will move to the less protected,
less regulated, often “grey” seg-
ments of the labour market.

The global crisis should and
could be the opportunity to bring
work back to the centre of econo-
mies. Trade unions are demanding
that a new model of growth centred
on quality employment be the exit
strategy from the crisis. On the
contrary, stimulus and emergency
measures have addressed corporate

and banking and financial sectors
interests rather than objectives

of recovery in the labour market.
Stimulus plans must urgently
address employment generation as
the primary goal and the condition
for economic recovery.

The international economic and
financial institutions were unable —
or perhaps didn’t want — to see the
crisis coming. The I1LO said that
the “governments of their member
countries are obviously responsible
for this; they should stop now their
empty talks on the need for regula-
tions and take concrete measures to
come out of the crisis avoiding the
return to business as usual and to
the blind belief in the self-regulato-
ry role of the market”. &

Israel had as of January 18 established
the only field hospital, despite the
implications for the sick and injured.

Mainstream reporting has also
been touched by the Israeli propa-
ganda. Time magazine, Sky and Fox
News, amongst others, have run
footage or features on the Israeli field
hospital’s work. This is, of course, as
legitimate a subject as any other part
of the relief effort, and the “dispropor-
tionate” coverage could be attributed
to the fact that the Israelis genuinely
were one of the first teams on the
ground (although not the earliest:
that claim goes to Cuba, the com-
munist state whose medical aid has
been routinely written out of much
Western coverage).

The BBC was also notable for
its coverage of the massive sums
raised from the British public for
the Disasters Emergency Committee
(DEC), the coalition of UK non-
governmental organisations which
pools resources to prevent “com-
petitive fundraising” in the event of
a major disaster. This was in marked
contrast to the same time last year,
when the BBC determinedly refused
to broadcast the DEC’s appeal for
money to help the victims of Israel’s
bombing of Gaza. It was the first time
that the BBC had refused to air a DEC
appeal since 1963.

A few media outlets have pointed
out the discrepancies in Zionist self-
congratulation. The Times, in the same
piece which noted the slew of “identi-
cal” emails based on Lynn Sharon’s
article, also highlighted the fact that
at the same time that the Israeli role
in Haiti was being glorified, “Israel’s
image-burnishing efforts there stand
in marked contrast to the barriers it
is now throwing up to the same aid
organisations it is sweating alongside
in the rubble.”

Philp was referring to the

increasing denial by Israel of visas
for aid and development staff work-
ing in Palestine. The article was also
one of the few beyond news agen-
cies or the pro-Palestinian press to
mention comments by Max Gaylard,
UN Humanitarian Coordinator in
Palestine, who stated that, “We are
deeply concerned about the current
health system in Gaza and in particu-
lar its capacity and ability to deliver
proper standards of health care to
the people of Gaza ... This adverse
situation is not like Haiti. Haiti has
been destroyed by an earthquake.
The circumstances [in Gaza] are
entirely man-made and can be fixed
accordingly.”

It is perhaps appropriate to give
Ivor Dembina the closing comment
on this. “It’s so cynical,” he said of
the Zionist email campaign. “Zionists
have realised that hate campaigns
against their critics are becoming
ineffective, so they’re going for
positive PR, like this whole thing
about sending medical aid to Haiti.
Obviously any help Haiti is to be
lauded, but it’s such a transparent PR
exercise — if they’re so interested in
helping people in humanitarian crises
they can go next door and help the
people they’ve dropped bombs on.”
Sarah Irving is a freelance
writer from Manchester, UK. She
worked with the International
Solidarity Movement in the
West Bank in 2001-02 and with
Olive Co-op, promoting fair
trade Palestinian products and
solidarity visits, in 2004-06. She
now writes full-time on a range
of issues, including Palestine.
Here first book Gaza: Beneath
the Bombs, co-authored with
Sharyn Lock, was published in
January 2010.
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Debt

conflict riles
Argentina

WT Whitney

Martin Redrado had been presi-
dent of Argentina’s Central Bank.
But on Sunday evening, January
24, his entry there was barred.
He made the attempt because an
appeals court had just backed a
lower court injunction against his
dismissal by President Cristina
Fernandez. The court ruled that
presidents of the bank hold their
positions at the pleasure of the
Congress, not the president.

The fracas began when President
Fernandez asked Redrado to transfer
US$6.57 billion from Central Bank
reserve funds into a “Bicentennial
Fund” aimed at guaranteeing pay-
ments due this year on US$16 billion
in foreign debt. Congress pressured
Redrado to refuse. He dithered, and
Fernandez fired him on January 7. The
appeals court also ruled that Congress
held jurisdiction over the reserve
funds, not the President. Congress,
in recess until March, will not decide
any time soon.

At issue is the notion that central
bank funds would be used to pay off
longstanding debts and thereby help
restore Argentina’s international
creditworthiness. The government’s
massive default on international debt
repayments in 2002 has cut off foreign
loan possibilities. The Fernandez
government seeks once more to be
able to borrow in order to fund social
programs.

Last summer the coalition headed
by Fernandez and Nestor Kirchner,
her husband and predecessor as presi-
dent, suffered losses in parliamentary
elections, putting Congress in the
hands of a conservative opposition
bloc. Critics there say Fernandez’
expensive initiatives on social spend-
ing are geared toward presidential
elections in 2011, when Nestor
Kirchner will be running. Congress is
on summer recess until March.

Earlier last week Fernandez can-
celled a trade promoting trip to China.
The problem, she told reporters, was
Vice President Julio Cobos, whom
she saw as scheming in Congress
against her government and eyeing

her job. Conflict began in July 2008
when Cobos cast a decisive Senate
vote defeating taxes on agricultural
exports sought by Fernandez to swell
government revenues.

Cobos is part of a three-person
congressional commission that, in
accordance with the appeals court
decision, is weighing in on the
president’s decision to fire the bank
president. Retrado met with the com-
mission on January 27.

Her opponents warn that draw-
ing down currency reserves held in
foreign countries subjects them to
sequestration by foreign banks. A
US federal judge in New York, in
fact, froze Argentinean assets in New
York banks last week, indicating they
would eventually be released. The
Fernandez government portrays as
a bad deal 16 percent interest rate
payments on Argentina’s remaining
US$29 billion debt, especially in
comparison with new loans available
at two percent interest.

In tandem with the “Bicentennial
Fund” the government is offering to
sell old debt for 30 cents in the dol-
lar in return for new loans. President
Fernandez’ present difficulties are
compounded by deficit spending with
expenditures up 30 percent annually
during her tenure and revenues rising
12 percent annually.

Hints have emerged as to larger
struggles in the works, with seasoned
combatants. On one side are large
landowners, major business interests,
and agribusiness exporters. They are
tied to international financial institu-
tions and multinational corporations.

On the other are those who con-
demn the original purposes of foreign
debt, three decades ago. Debt, they
say, has facilitated privatisations, sell-
offs of public patrimony, and develop-
ment of environmentally disastrous
agricultural and mining projects. Debt
is “stained with blood,” wrote Nobel
laureate Adolfo Pérez Esquivel last
week. Reserve funds must be applied
to “hunger and poverty [and] recov-
ering lands, natural resources ... and
national sovereignty.”

CTA labour federation secretary
general Jorge Acedo encouraged

Martin Redrado.

discussion on debt within the labour
movement in terms of “defence of
work, health, education, the environ-
ment, and distribution of wealth.”
Calls are heard — not from President
Fernandez — for reappraising the
legitimacy of foreign indebtedness.
Ecuador’s 2008 default on foreign
debt worth US$31 million on grounds
of presumed illegality is seen as a
model.

The current government, buffeted
on both sides, is being pressured
from the right to pay off foreign debt
obligations with current income rather
than with reserve funds. That would
cut into funds available for food sup-
plementation, housing and energy
subsidies, and public health programs.

Analyst Jorge Beinstein
(alainet.org/active/35496) identi-
fied other players. One is a new group
on the fringes of society that has suc-
cessfully tied “illegal enterprises (e.g.
drugs and arms trafficking), private
security firms, media networks, and
corrupt police and judges to finan-
ciers, industrialists, and big farm
operators.”

Another is the US government,
engaged, according to Beinstein,
in back door manipulation aimed
at destabilising vulnerable nations.
Disintegration of Argentina’s
economy could bring the Kirchner
era to an end and return to power
governments oriented toward busi-
ness conglomerates and multinational
corporations. That turn of events
would pose challenges to progres-
sive change in Brazil and contribute
to marginalisation of the left leaning
Ecuadorian, Venezuelan, and Bolivian
governments.

People’s Weekly World &

“Let’s solve aviation

together” — ITF

Global union, the ITF
(International Transport Workers’
Federation), has issued an urgent
invitation to everyone involved in
civil aviation to join together to
find answers to the crisis in the
industry and build a sustainable
future for it. The move came after
the International Air Transport
Association (IATA) released
figures showing the worst decline
in air passenger traffic since the
Second World War.

The ITF, which represents
635,000 aviation workers among
its worldwide membership of 751
unions and 4.6 million workers,
made the call to employers, govern-
ments and international bodies like

ICAQ (International Civil Aviation
Organisation), IATA and the ILO
(International Labour Organisation).
It wrote asking for their support in
beginning a stakeholder dialogue.
Addressing the heads of
those organisations, ITF Civil
Aviation Secretary Gabriel Mocho
explained: “The aim of this dia-
logue would be to develop a
socially acceptable response to
the current economic crisis and a
strategy for promoting sustainable
growth, stability and decent stand-
ards in our industry, which is cur-
rently characterised by volatility.
The crisis has demonstrated very
clearly how damaging this volatil-
ity can be not just to workers, but

CrisIS

also to companies and to govern-
ment finances.

“The ITF and its unions also
believe that now is the time for the
key stakeholders to show leader-
ship and foresight, and to abandon
the prevalent short-term mentality
in order to build an economically,
socially and environmentally sus-
tainable future for the industry.”

He concluded: “I hope that
as the key international institutions
in the aviation industry, ICAO,
IATA and the ILO will agree to par-
ticipate in such a dialogue and dem-
onstrate willingness to engage with
the concerns of workers to address
the growing disquiet within this
large stakeholder group.” &

_ Global Briefs

HONDURAS: The Inter-American Commission of Human
Rights, an independent agency of the Organisation of American
States, last week issued a report condemning the de fac-
to government of Roberto Micheletti for “grave violations of
human rights”. It cited arbitrary detentions, deaths from exces-
sive use of force, cruel treatment of prisoners, and restrictions
on press freedom. The Commission drew attention to “system-
atic denial” of these violations by governmental authorities and
the Supreme Court. Pagina/12 News recalled the Commission’s
previous call for reinstatement of deposed President Manual
Zalaya. Earlier this month, the Prosecutor General brought
charges against six army officers involved in Zalaya’s forced
removal, although they are likely to be receive amnesty.

SOUTH KOREA: On January 6, citizens of Gangjeong on
Jeju Island began a protest against the construction of a naval
base on an island notable for its scenic beauty, unique geo-
logical formations, and governmental autonomy. Last week
500 police confronted hundreds of demonstrators, arrest-
ing 47 of them, a few having climbed cranes. The base,
when completed in 2014, will host 20 South Korean and
US Aegis destroyers with missile defence systems said
by Environmental News Service to be directed at China
and North Korea. (See WWww.ens-newswire.com/ens
— 18/01/2010.) Plans call for the base eventually to accom-
modate both US aircraft carriers and tourist cruise liners.

BELGIUM: The European Trade Union Confederation and
the European Metalworkers’ Federation (EMF) last week con-
demned General Motors’ closure scheduled for July of its Opel
plant in Antwerp. Over 2,600 workers there and some 8,000
workers in the supply chain throughout Europe will lose jobs.
Protesting unionists have vowed to blockade new cars leav-
ing the factory. A GM spokesperson foresaw a 20 percent cut
in company output this year while European production overall
will be down by 1.5 million cars from 2009 and four million fewer
than in 2007. Fiat Company closed its plant in Sicily last month.
The EMF website cites general secretary Peter Scherrer’s
view that GM violated a commitment by transferring planned
manufacture of small SUV’s from Antwerp to South Korea.

NIGERIA: A Dutch court recently announced the opening next
month of a case brought by four peasants and fishermen against
Dutch-based Shell Corporation for oil leakages and uncontrolled
gas discharges in the Niger Delta area. The plaintiffs, quoted at
www.omal.info, say “The air can not be breathed, the land can not
be cultivated, and the few remaining fish... are poisoned.” The
NGO Friends of the Earth joined in the suit against Nigeria’s larg-
est gas and oil producer, the first to be decided in a European
court. Plaintiffs blame Shell for archaic infrastructure and waste-
ful burning of gas residues. Corrective action and payments
for damage are sought. Since 1970, Shell has cut its allocation

to the state of Nigerian-derived income from 50 to 13 percent.
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Spend for the social
good

“Health spending to swamp budg-
ets” was the headline in Sydney
Morning Herald on January 25.
The Prime Minister is warning that
health costs will be so high that the
states will be overwhelmed.

So the long and exhausting battle
for budget money is on. It’s not only
health as such that is presented as a
problem by politicians — increased
payments for child care and school
(even in public schools), pensioners
who live too long and need nursing
home, etc.

Yes, to look after the population
costs money. To provide good and
affordable services costs a lot of
money. That’s why the states collect
taxes — to spend it on the people.
Never ever in my experience have the
headlines screamed about too much
being spent on the military — and the
waste there is phenomenal.

Let’s see where the greatest need
is and budget accordingly. I’m sure
politicians will be very eager to look
at their expenses provided by the
public purse and trim their demands
accordingly. It does not seem to be

fair that only certain sections of our

community — and usually the most

vulnerable ones — should be carrying
the entire burden.

Mati English

Sydney

Afghan conference:
where were the
women?

Last Thursday (January 28)
the Afghanistan Conference
opened in London. The hosts of
the Conference — British Prime
Minister Gordon Brown, Afghan
President Hamid Karzai, UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon
and others debated such topics as
the need “to match the increase in
military forces with an increased
political momentum”, to “focus
the international community on
a clear set of priorities across the
43-nation ISAF coalition” etc.

I could not figure out what was
so strange about the TV pictures
covering the conference. And then
it occurred to me — there were no
women present at all, apart from
Hilary Clinton. Not a single Afghan
woman was at the conference which
is supposed to discuss the future of
Afghanistan.

Half the population is not repre-
sented and the leaders seem to think
it is OK. Let me give you some
statistics on the position of women
in Afghanistan. Every 30 minutes an
Afghan woman dies in childbirth. 87
percent are illiterate; only 30 percent
of girls have access to education. 1
in every 3 Afghan women experience
physical, psychological or sexual vio-
lence; 70-80 per cent of women face

forced marriages in Afghanistan. Life
expectancy for women is 44 years.

Despite all this Afghan women

are ready and willing to take part in

the public life of their country. So

why are they excluded even from an

international conference?
T Southern
Brisbane

Rudd needs lesson in
political economy

So the Prime Minister has exalted
us all to work harder and told us of
the benefits of increased productiv-
ity. First how are the unemployed
and under employed going to work
harder?

Second how is all this extra pro-
ductivity to be absorbed?

The trade unions should respond
to the Prime Minister’s call by pre-
senting demands for a substantial
wage increase, so that workers are
better able to buy back what they
produce, otherwise the only result
of increased productivity will be to
create the conditions for the next
economic recession.

The much vaunted economic
stimulus package was not a bad
idea in itself, it just came from the
wrong place. Instead of coming from
government revenue, it should have
taken the form of increased wages
and price control.

To end could | suggest that the
next time a Party branch holds a class
on Political Economy, Kevin Rudd be
invited along as this is a subject he
very urgently needs to learn.

Ronald Barrett
Mt Druitt

export.

is planning a demonstration for

CANADIAN
ASBESTOS
INDUSTRY

Canada is the world's third largest exporter of
ashestos, mainly into developing counties such as
India and Vietnam. Whilst the Canadian Government
exports 98% of all asbestos mined and has stringent
safety controls on those who mine it, it shows little
concern for the safety of those who will come into
contact with its product once it has left its shores.

The leading supporter of the Canadian Ashestos
Industry, Quebec's Premier Charest will be

visiting Delhi from January 3l to February 5, 2010.
Campaigners in Canada opposed to Canada's trade
in death are organising protests coinciding with his
visit calling for the cessation of ashestos mining and

The AMWU along with the Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia

1pm Friday Feb 5 outside the Canadian
Consulate 11 Harrington St Sydney

For more information; 02 9897 2011 or amwunsw@amwu.asn.au
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Trailer trash,
aliens and
paranoia

If you look through any of those
glossy, over-priced magazines
devoted to house and garden, to
home furnishings and decorating,
to the latest and “best” in modern
taste and style for your domicile,
one thing you will probably not see
is a clothesline.

Yuppies, socialites and
trendsetters apparently don’t use
them; they dry their washing in an
electric dryer, of course. Ironically,
they will still rattle on proudly about
the steps they have taken to “reduce
their carbon footprint” and will often
boast about the green credentials of
their architect-designed pad.

But using the sun to dry one’s
washing crosses some line beyond
which the middle class is not prepared
to go. Hanging your washing where
the neighbours can see it is — for
middle-class Americans at any rate
— a social faux pas worthy of public
comment.

Last year, Carin Froehlich of
Perkasie, Pennsylvania, was visited
by a town official to ask her not to
hang her washing on her clothesline.
It seems two of her neighbours had
complained, claiming that clothes
drying in the sun “made the place look

like trailer trash”. She also received
anonymous letters of complaint.

Her neighbours were particularly
upset, it seems, by the sight of her
underwear on the line. “They said
they didn’t want to look at my
‘unmentionables’”, Carin reported.

From which we can probably
conclude that people who live in
trailer parks and hang their washing
to dry in the sun have a smaller carbon
footprint than folk in swanky houses
with all modern electric “labour-
saving” devices. But the latter will
still look down their noses at them
as “trailer trash”.

Scientists are usually listened
to with respect because they are
acknowledged as experts in some
field of knowledge and because,
as scientists, they may be assumed
to adhere to and to apply scientific
method in their thinking and their
pronouncements.

Sadly, they are also human, and
are therefore prey to all the frailties
of our species, including lapses into
stupidity and mental breakdown.

Luchezar Filipov, deputy head of
the Space Institute of the Bulgarian
Academy of Science, startled his
colleagues and the media some
weeks ago when he announced that
aliens from other worlds “are here
right now among us” and that they
are “conducting surveillance” and
“research” on humanity.

He listed several examples of
what he termed “immoral behaviour”
and “unnatural” acts to which the
aliens strongly objected, including
global warming, the use of cosmetics
and artificial insemination!

Filipov, whose scientific career
will likely be shortened now, said
the aliens “are not hostile towards
us; rather, they want to help us but
we have not grown enough in order
to establish direct contact with them.”

In George Stevens’ delightful
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screwball comedy from 1943, The
More The Merrier, Joel McCrea’s
government scientist is looking
through his binoculars at something
outside his Washington apartment
window when a neighbour’s little boy
comes by and sees him.

“Why haven’t you handed in your
binoculars like we had to?” demands
the kid. The very American McCrea
scowls in annoyance and snaps at
him: “Because I’'m a Jap!” The kid
runs off in terror.

Shortly thereafter the FBI raid
McCrae’s apartment in search of
the “Japanese saboteur” who has
been reported to them by the boy’s
mother. It is a funny sequence in a
very funny film, one of the classics
of the screwball comedies of the *30s
and “40s.

The paranoia that got McCrea’s
character into trouble was
understandable in 1943. In recent
decades, however, it has been revived

and nurtured. This paranoia is now so
useful to the social control programs
of imperialism that many people now
admit that if there were no genuine
terrorist acts, imperialism would have
to provide them.

Paranoia is now endemic and all
but official among security forces
doing routine patrol work, whether
police on the beat in London or
the National Guard doing boarding
security checks at US airports.

The abuses that arise from this
paranoia are many and varied and are
well documented and deeply resented
by most people as unnecessary
infringements on their democratic
rights.

It could be a peace activist refused
air travel (and publicly abused by the
security guard) in the US because she
is on a list of “subversives”, or the
man innocently photographing the
view of St Paul’s cathedral at sunset
who is stopped by a policewoman,

made to give his ID details and then
issued with an anti-terrorism stop and
search form.

“| pointed out that nearly every
other person walking along the South
Bank was taking pictures of the view
using their mobile phones and we had
drawn her attention because we were
using cameras.” (But that is how you
spot terrorists, you see, by their big
professional-looking cameras. No
hidden cameras for them!)

His logic was to no avail,
however. “l was outraged at such
an infringement of my liberty”, said
Jeff Overs, especially since, as a
BBC photographer, in seeking to
photograph St Paul’s at sunset he was
in fact pursuing his craft.

The policewoman and her
companion (a “community support
officer”) told Overs that he “could be
doing a recce for a terrorist attack”.
He lodged a complaint with the
Metropolitan Police. &
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Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sun 7 Feb -
Sat 13 Feb

Over 40 years ago, the leader
of a group of macaques
(snow monkeys) living in Japan’s
Jigokudani Valley, after watching the
stream of humans who came to the
valley’s natural hot springs for their
health, decided to copy the humans
and ventured in to bathe in the invig-
orating hot water.

Since then, bathing in the hot
springs has become a regular part of
the troupe’s life, especially useful in
the valley’s harsh winters. It has also
made the bathing macaques famous
as a tourist attraction. To ensure the
monkeys keep using the springs, they
are fed every day, and the troupe has
grown to now number over 200.

Snow Monkeys: Who’s Hot And
Who’s Not (ABC1 Sunday February
7 at 7.30pm) examines the contrasting
living conditions and survival tech-
niques of three macaque troupes: the
hot springs troupe, another that lives
in a mountain forest and a third that
lives on the edge of an urban area,
raiding orchards and contending with
traffic and the traps of angry farmers.

The program is a typically accom-
plished offering from the BBC’s
natural history unit and is beauti-
fully photographed. The monkeys are
resourceful and fascinating, although
the commentary tells us that in this

one area, farmers killed 1,500 of them
in just one year.

ne year ago, in February

2009, Australia’s most dev-
astating bushfires raged across half
a million hectares of Victoria. The
state had been enduring a long-term
drought, now it was suffering a heat-
wave. February 7 was the hottest day
on record.

High winds brought down power-
lines which sparked the first fires, but
they were soon joined by others that
were deliberately lit. By that evening
there were 90 fires burning across
the state. More importantly, ten were
major and out of control.

In 24 hours the holocaust
destroyed 2,300 homes and five
schools, left 7,500 homeless and killed
173 people. Hospitals were told to
expect up to 1,000 casualties.

One of the strengths of Jacob
Hickey’s feature-length documentary
about this horrendous day, Inside The
Firestorm (ABC1 Sunday February
7 at 8.30pm), is its steady but quiet
accumulation of detail. By cross-
cutting between survivors’ first-hand
accounts, television and radio news
bulletins, cgi topographical maps and
lots of footage (both amateur and
professional) of the fires themselves,
Hickey relentlessly builds up a picture
of ordinary people confronting an
awesome force.

There is, as always, heroism and
tragedy, miraculous escapes and heart
rending loss and suffering. A recur-
ring theme is the near total failure
of the official warning system. Vital
warning messages are prepared by
the Country Fire Authority (CFA) but
inexplicably fail to be uploaded onto
the CFA website or broadcast.

I know from experience, that
bushfire smoke spreads rapidly over
a wide area, and residents gener-
ally have no way of telling precisely
where smoke is coming from or (more
importantly) how far away the fire is.

Moving, poignant,
well constructed
and never seems
over-long. For
people living in
rural Australia

in particular, it is
also an important
film. /nside The
Firestorm (ABC1
Sunday February 7
at 8.30pm).

Survivors in the program repeatedly
tell how they diligently checked the
CFA website and listened to ABC
radio, as instructed, but in too many
cases by the time the first warning
for their locality made it to air, the
main street of their town was already
on fire!

Some of the failures of the system
are clearly the result of governments
not ponying up sufficient cash to
permit the establishment and opera-
tion of the kind of hi-tech disaster
command centre that would not have
suffered these failures. Such centres
are usually only found, however,
within military bases or in fiction
films about disasters.

Hickey, who spent ten years with
the BBC before moving to Melbourne,
both wrote and directed Inside The
Firestorm, which is narrated by Hugo
Weaving. The long program (an hour
and three quarters) is also blessed with
excellent music, although Hickey
makes excellent use of silence when
it is called for.

The other lesson that emerges
from the program most clearly, is the
advisability of fitting your house (if
you live in the bush — or even close to
it) with a fireproof bush-fire bunker,
basically a fire-proof air-raid shelter,
in which you and your family can take

refuge while the fire front passes (or,
as the film shows, explodes) over you.

One survivor, whose purpose-built
house had double-brick walls, a flat
steel roof and was more than half
buried into the ground, tells how the
house nevertheless shook when the
fire front hit it. The house survived
the impact of the fire but collapsed a
few hours later.

All in all, the program is moving
and poignant, as any program must
be in which people report matter-of-
factly on the deaths of loved ones. It
is well constructed and never seems
over-long. And for people living in
rural Australia in particular, it is also
an important film.

et Freedom Sing: How

Music Inspired The Civil
Rights Movement (ABC2 Sunday
February 7 at 7.30pm) is an account
of the songs and the musicians that
were a significant part of the strug-
gle against racism in the USA in the
1960s and after.

It is well worth watching, but it
is also seriously flawed: it studiously
avoids any suggestion of a class per-
spective, presenting the civil rights
struggle as purely a question of colour.
True, it skirts around many of the
vital issues, like Black Power and the
Panthers, or the strengthening class

perspective of Dr Martin Luther King.

The march on Washington that
King was organising when he was
assassinated in Memphis was — signif-
icantly — the “Poor People’s March”.
King was beginning to understand and
to articulate the link between racial
oppression and class oppression.

Capitalism could tolerate the
empowerment of black people — had
in fact done so in several countries
already — but calling the poor out
on to the streets was just a tad too
revolutionary.

Andrew Young, Jimmy Carter’s
ambassador to the UN, exemplifies
the program’s weaknesses with his
glib (and wildly inaccurate) comment
that “Communism failed in the south
because it had no songs”.

The police riot outside the
Chicago Democratic Party conven-
tion and the later killings at Kent
State University are included, but
not the highly significant and very
class-conscious SDS (Students for a
Democratic Society).

The crucial link between the civil
rights struggle and the anti-war move-
ment is barely mentioned. One looks
in vain for the iconographic image
of the black Gl in Vietnam with the
slogan on his helmet: “No Vietnamese
ever called me nigger”. &

A

One of the many books available at

Shop@CPA

i
The story of M‘éirr_\se Desmond Donley

Elly Inta

by Elly Inta

of 94, for his stolen wages.

Slipped Through the Net

The story of Melrose Desmond Donley

Taken from his mother at the age of six months, Des Donley
became a ward of state, in and out of foster homes and then on
to a Salvation Army Orphanage. At 15 he was farmed out to a
family as virtual slave labour, working from 3.30 in the morning
until 9 at night, sleeping in a shed with a prickly straw pillow.
Only at the age of 18, he ended his isolation, entered the paid
workforce, found girls, dancing, music and had a few drinks. He
became a union delegate, joined the Communist Party and spent
a life fighting for others. The fair skinned Des was in his 60s
when he learnt of his Aboriginality. He is still fighting, at the age
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Haitli never had a chance

Timothy Bancroft-Hinchey

Poor Haiti. And why is Haiti so
poor? Because right from the
beginning, since its conception as
a free and independent nation,
foreign powers did all they could
to place a stone around the neck of
the fledgling state. Its inhabitants,
born into slavery, were never given
a chance, despite the fact that Haiti
is the true America.

For people like Pat Robertson,
former presidential candidate for the
Republican Party, founder and chair-
person of the Christian Broadcasting
Network, the earthquake was visited
upon Haiti because, in his words,
“they got together and swore a pact to
the devil. They said we will serve you
if you’ll get us free from the French.
True story”.

There are no words to reply to
such pig-headed, unadulterated igno-
rance because there is no vocabulary
to describe the ideas of such a simplis-
tic, moronic, shallow and indeed, evil
reaction to the plight of three million
people, who as Pat Robertson spewed
forth his demonic venom, were having
hands and legs amputated without
anaesthetic.

Haiti is in the state it is in not
because it made a pact with the
devil, but because forces of evil
here on Earth in Europe and North
America decided the country would
be a non-starter right from the word
“go”. Indeed, before this. Haiti and
the Dominican Republic are no less
than Hispaniola, the isle on which
Christopher Columbus landed. This
is America.

The Taino people who lived there
were systematically massacred by
the Spanish, who quickly filled the
sugar and coffee plantations with
slaves from Africa during the 1500s
and 1600s. Haiti’s fate as a territory
was signed in the United Provinces,
in Europe, at the Treaty of Ryswick
(September 20, 1697) which ended
the Nine Years’ War between France
on one side and Britain, Spain, the
United Provinces and the Holy Roman
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Haitian Red Cross volunteer Jean Zacharie delivers first aid to one-month-old Deborah Fatima, whose mother died in quake.

Empire on the other: Hispaniola was
divided between Spain, which took
the eastern two thirds (Dominican
Republic today) and France was given
the western third, Haiti.

Haiti soon became France’s
richest colony. It is difficult to state
whether the French were less demonic
than the Spanish. Louis XIV’s Code
Noir, setting out conditions for slaves
in the French Territories, had been
passed in a decree in 1685 and imme-
diately after the French rule began, the
Haitians were subjected to its terms,
among which were the permission

APPEA

for a master to execute a slave (Art.
33), to cut the ears off and brand with
a hot iron, or cut the hamstring and
brand again (Art. 38), to be chained
and beaten (Art. 42).

While the Code also laid out
conditions for the proper treatment
of slaves and forbade torture, many
colonial masters performed the most
horrific acts of savagery, including
boiling slaves in cauldrons, setting
dogs onto them, drowning them,
burying them alive or an old favourite,
crucifixion.

One hundred years later, while

On Tuesday January 12, the small Caribbean nation of Haiti was hit by a magnitude 7 earthquake. The capital of Port-
au-Prince, a city of three million people, lies in ruins.

The Red Cross estimates that 50,000 people could lie dead in the ruins, although other estimates put the dead at four

times that number.

With almost all infrastructure, government and civil society destroyed, search and rescue efforts for missing victims is

difficult and relief efforts for the survivors is beset with problems of distribution.

While Union Aid Abroad — APHEDA — does not have any projects or staff in Haiti, many unions in the USA and
Canada have long experience of working in Haiti, and through their Solidarity Aid Arms, have launched appeals.

APHEDA has worked with the Canadian Auto Workers Social Justice Fund for many years now, commencing with
their assistance to East Timor through Union APHEDA almost a decade ago.

Any funds raised in this appeal for Haiti will be directed to the relief efforts being undertaken by the Canadian Auto

Workers and other Canadian unions.

To make a donation:

Phone: Contact Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA on 1800 888 674 Email: office@apheda.org.au
Send Cheque to: Union Aid Abroad — APHEDA - Level 3, 377 Sussex Street Sydney NSW 2000
For further information, please contact Peter Jennings on 02 9264 9343 or 0409 047 353

France was in the throes of the
Revolution, a Jamaican (literate)
slave called Boukman Dutty led
the Haitian Revolution against the
hated slavemasters and proclaimed
Independence in August 1791. This
was the continent’s first Freedom
Revolution and on January 1, 1804,
the Republic of Haiti was officially
constituted.

Due to continued French attempts
to annex the new Republic militarily,
the Haitian President (Jean-Pierre
Boyer) was persuaded to buy the right
to independence through a loan from
French banks, which basically sealed
the fate of the new country through
the whole of the 19th century. The
loan of 90 million gold francs was
equivalent to US$21 billion today
and even at the end of the century,
over 80 percent of Haiti’s GDP was
consumed by the capital and interest
repayments to the French banks.

Did the USA help Haiti against
oppression? Far from it. The United
States not only refused to recognise
the new Republic, but imposed an
economic embargo until 1862. In
1888, the US intervened military
against the government, in 1892 it
was the Germans who supported an
insurrection and from 1915 until 1934,
the country was occupied by the US,
an action which gave the National
City bank of New York the assets of
the Banque Nationale d’Haiti.

US control over Haiti’s finances
continued until 1947 and laws were
passed which opened the market to
American imports. Ten years later,
the US placed the psychopathic dic-
tator Francois Duvalier (Papa Doc)
in power and he promptly installed
a reign of terror promoted by the
tontons macoutes (evil beasts), his

presidential guard, which exterminat-
ed and tortured whoever was deemed
to be an opponent of the one who now
started calling himself “God”. Upon
his death in 1971, he was succeeded
by his son, Jean-Claude Duvalier
(Baby Doc) who until fleeing to
France in 1985, managed to finish
what his father had started, namely
the total destruction of the country’s
society, leading it to the status of the
poorest nation in the western hemi-
sphere, with the highest illiteracy rate.

After a series of military coups,
in December 1990, the socially pro-
gressive “Friend of the People”, Jean
Bertrand Aristide, was elected with 67
percent of the vote. He lasted a year,
for the US ousted him in another coup
in 1991. Three years of unrest culmi-
nated in the Clinton Administration
reinstalling Aristide in 1994, but
imposing a neoliberal reform program
which tore the country’s agricultural
society apart and saw the country’s
slum population soar.

This was continued during the
Presidency of René Duval (1996 to
2001), when Aristide was elected
again, but removed by the US in 2004,
was kidnapped and shipped off to one
of the remotest countries on earth, the
Central African Republic.

Duval’s re-election in 2006 put
an end to two years of total chaos
but did nothing to end the economic
Armageddon the country was in,
where people died by the thousands
in the most horrific slums the world
has ever seen.

And now Pat Robertson has the
audacity to say that these people have
been punished by God for making a
pact with the Devil? They never had
a chance.
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