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League tables threaten
public education

Peter Mac

Even before schools reopen for the new
year, the nation’s public education systems
have been thrown into confusion by the
Rudd government’s insistence on the use
of national literacy and numeracy tests to
compare the academic performance of vari-
ous schools as part of its national education
plan (NAPLAN) - in effect to use the tests
as school “league tables”.

The tests have been used for many years
to identify areas where students are having
difficulty and need special assistance. However,
they were never intended to serve as a basis
for comparing schools on a competitive basis.
Their use for this purpose has been severely
criticised by the Australian Education Union
(AEU) as misleading, inaccurate, damaging,
demoralising and unnecessary.

In the short term, use of the tests for this
purpose is likely to cause frictions between
schools. In the longer term they will be used
to lead to the closure and privatisation of those
schools as parents seek to remove their children
from schools stigmatised by poor test results.

The union’s President, Angelo Gavrielatos,
has commented that using the tests for school
comparisons is misleading and inaccurate,
particularly because of margins of error and
distortions created by differences in student
attendance.

He also noted that the practice is damaging
and demoralising, because schools that don’t
do well in the tests are branded as “failing”
schools, a tag that demoralises both students and
teachers, takes years to throw off, and actually
makes it more difficult for the school concerned
to improve its performance.

This occurred recently when a Sydney
newspaper used leaked information to identify
a school with poor test results, which it named
in screaming front page headlines as a *“school
of shame”, with shattering effects on school
morale.

And finally, Mr Gavrielatos pointed out that
politicians don’t need schools to be publicly
ranked in order to know which ones need help
and more resources, and that parents can readily

access relevant information about school per-
formance by contacting the schools themselves.

An aggressive government

The Rudd government continues to insist
that the test results should be publicly released
because parents are demanding access to infor-
mation on school performance. The claim by
the Minister for Education, Julia Gillard, that
release of the test results does not correspond
to publication of league tables is facile and
deceptive, because release of the results would
have precisely the same effect.

As education unions have pointed out,
league tables are not only inappropriate and
damaging, but their use is not supported by a
majority of parents. In extensive polling con-
ducted by the Labor Party’s polling company
UMR, 63 percent of parents expressed a desire
for the federal government to pass new laws to
prevent the creation and publication of league
tables.

Nevertheless, Ms Gillard has announced that
on February 28 the government’s My School
website will publish the results of previously-
conducted national literacy and numeracy tests.

In response, at its recent annual federal con-
ference the AEU voted unanimously to refuse to
conduct the next tests in May this year, rather
than putting public education at risk.

In comments on the issue Ms Gillard dis-
played a contempt for teachers and principals,
and an ignorance of the education process. After
a recent “national conversation” with 150 school
principals, the Minister in effect accused them
of being prepared to keep children in cheerful
ignorance, rather than using the national test
results to improve their performance. When
the principals repeatedly expressed their con-
cerns over the use of the tests, she declared in
disdain: “I actually don’t believe our aim is to
have schools full of happy illiterate, innumer-
ate children.”

In his address to the national conference,
Angelo Gavrielatos responded angrily, “This
is what one calls a studied insult. What the
minister fails to understand is that if children
are illiterate and innumerate, they are unlikely
to be happy, and if the child is happy in him

or herself and happy at school, they are more
likely to be successful learners.”

National action crucial

Since elected to office, the Rudd government
has trumpeted its commitment to public educa-
tion. The total amount of education funding has
indeed risen substantially, and the total amount
allocated to public education has also increased.
This is certainly welcome, but what is decidedly
unwelcome is that the grossly disproportionate
and unjust education funding system introduced
under the Howard regime has been deliberately
preserved by the Rudd government.

Consequently, as honorary associate
professor of Education at Sydney University
Jim McMorrow complained bitterly,
“Commonwealth funding of schools is projected
to total $82 billion over the funding period
2007-08 to 2012-13: $35 billion for the two

thirds of the nation’s students in government
schools and $47 billion for the one third in
non-government schools.”

In short, every private school student is now
receiving 2.7 times as much federal government
funding as each public school student.

The proposal by teachers to ban further
national literacy and numeracy tests has
placed the union in direct opposition to the
Rudd government, whose actions prove that it
favours private education and a “market driven”
approach to education in general.

The confrontation between teachers and
principals on the one hand, and the federal and
state ALP governments on the other, is far more
significant than it might appear at first glance.
Its outcome is crucial for the future of public
education and for our children, and the ban
should be supported by all parents of children
attending public schools. &

Using the tests for school comparisons is damaging and demoralising, because
schools that don’t do well in the tests are branded as “failing” schools, a tag that
demoralises both students and teachers, takes years to throw off, and actually
makes it more difficult for the school concerned to improve its performance.
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Beacon of light

“To the people of poor nations, we pledge to work alongside
you to make your farms flourish and let clean waters flow; to nour-
ish starved bodies and feed hungry minds. And to those nations
like ours that enjoy relative plenty, we say we can no longer af-
ford indifference to the suffering outside our borders, nor can we
consume the world’s resources without regard to effect.” That was
president elect Barack Obama, just 12 months ago delivering his
inaugural address from the steps of the Capitol to loud applause
and cheers from the more than one million people who had gath-
ered in the National Mall. Around the world people’s expectations
were raised; Bush had gone, the US had its first black President
who promised change.

Twelve months on, the hopes of millions have been dashed. In
the US little has changed, the banks were bailed out as working
people felt the full brunt of the most serious economic crisis since
the Great Depression. Whatever illusions remained internation-
ally were well and truly shattered by the escalation of US war in
Afghanistan and the US’s attempts to dismantle the Kyoto Protocol
in Copenhagen.

Alittle over two years ago in Australia, the Howard government
was thrown out by an electorate seeking change. Among the big is-
sues then were the Howard government’s WorkChoices anti-union
laws, climate change, the treatment of Indigenous Australians, the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, privatisation, health, education, so-
cial welfare and refugees. The new Rudd Labor government also
promised change, and initially it took a few promising steps, sign-
ing the Kyoto Treaty, pulling back some troops from lIraq, saying
“Sorry” to the Stolen Generations and introducing new industrial
relations legislation.

Internationally, any remaining illusions of Rudd’s commitment
to Kyoto were well and truly shattered in Copenhagen when he
worked around the clock to Kill the Kyoto Treaty. At home, little
has changed. The same issues remain. WorkChoices was recycled,
not ripped up. The building industry police force (ABCC) is still
hounding and fining building workers and their unions in the
courts, its coercive interrogative powers intact.

Australia has stepped up its war efforts in Afghanistan,
strengthened its military alliance with the US and raised military
spending to new heights preparing to participate in new US wars.
Privatisation continues, public health and education systems are
starved of funds, there has been little change in the treatment of
Indigenous Australians. The next budget in May is shaping up to
be one from hell as the government submits to the dictates of the
financial sector to balance its budget. Instead of increasing taxes on
the big corporations and rich, it is planning a big take-back from
workers and welfare recipients, a big sell-off of public assets and
massive “reforms” and cuts in the provision of services.

The Bushs, Howards and in Britain the Blairs were replaced by
the Obamas, Rudds and Browns, but little has changed. Many of
the pressing issues that saw them elected have become even more
urgent. Time is running out fast for the planet and the future of the
human species. The hopes, the beacons of light that shone in the
eyes of many when they were elected, have faded, gone out.

But there is still a beacon of light, a beacon that is becoming
stronger and stronger and cannot be extinguished. It shone brightly
at Copenhagen. The revolutionary and socialist people’s govern-
ments of Cuba, Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador, Brazil and China who
stood up to the full might of the Western powers, stood up to the
Obamas, Rudds and Browns and their corporate patrons. They
fought for the planet, for the peoples of the world. They exposed
the hypocrisy, the lies, the belligerency and greed of the imperialist
powers and the “culture of death” of capitalism, as Bolivia’s presi-
dent Evo Morales aptly described it. (See page 6) They defended
socialism — the “culture of life”.

PRESS FUND
We ended last year with comments about what a dramatic year it
had been. And things haven’t changed since then, with the traumatic
unfolding of the Copenhagen conference on climate change, and
now the response of the world’s nations to the terrible earthquake
in Haiti, including the initiatives of the US, described by one ABC
reporter as “potentially frightening” and “an astonishing display
of military might”. The reporting and interpretation of these and
other events by the commercial mass media is proving particularly
unreliable. Our coverage of news and current events is just as
important as ever, but we need your help to bring it to you, by way of
Press Fund contributions.

After our last issue and before the year’s end we received a number
of contributions, as follows:

Rob Aalders $10, M.A. $425, June Ayres $10, Hazard $30.80,
G Zangalis $20

Late December total: $495.80

That brought our Press Fund grand total for 2009 to $13,885. Many
thanks to all our contributors, and well done. A few days ago we also
received a contribution of $20 from “Round Figure”, to start the
year off, for which many thanks. Our target figure for this year is
$14,000, and we’ll need all your support to reach it, so if you possibly
can, please send in a contribution by cash, cheque money order, or
by regular automatic transfer.

Progressive total so far: $20!

Adelaide CPA
on campaign trail

The CPA in South Australia is
busy putting the finishing touches
to its campaign for the state seat
of Lee. State Secretary Bob Briton
is the endorsed candidate for the
western suburbs electorate at the
poll to take place on March 20.
A campaign committee has been
bringing together the most profes-
sional campaign conducted by the
Party for a long time and members
are confident their work will lift
the profile of the CPA in the area
considerably.

The Rann Labor government
is expected to be returned to office
in March but the CPA decided to
present voters in the working class
electorate with the opportunity to
protest the skewed priorities of
the current administration. South
Awustralia has spent tens of millions
of dollars attracting transnational
weapons manufacturers to set up
at the “Techport” located a short
distance up the LeFevre Peninsula

from the suburbs of Lee. It is backing
the federal government’s expansion
of uranium mining despite the poor
safety record of the corporations
presently exploiting these resources
in SA. The state’s teachers still do not
have an EBA with the Rann govern-
ment after 660 days of frustrating
negotiation. A funding model is being
imposed that will take finances away
from struggling schools.

The current member for Lee,
Michael Wright, was the minister
for industrial relations when the
government pushed through its mas-
sively unpopular changes to the state’s
WorkCover workers’ compensation
scheme. This has had the effect of
forcing the sick and injured back to
work quicker and sicker. Development
of the inner Port Adelaide area has
resulted in the construction of expen-
sive apartments and marinas that have
converted riverside sites into virtual
private property.

Right now it’s all about meetings

and deadlines for Party members
— finalising copy for leaflets, the
design for T-shirts and posters
to go on Adelaide’s distinctive
“stobie” electricity poles, the con-
tent of the campaign website at
votelcommunist.org.au and much
more. Local Party organisations have
been knocked out by the response
to an appeal for funds and offers of
help with leafleting and handing out
how-to-votes on the day.

Some comrades from interstate
have volunteered to come over for the
weekend! There is genuine excitement
that the CPA is putting its name and
its policies before the community in
a prominent way.

The campaign will be officially
launched at the Exeter Hotel on
Semaphore Road in Semaphore at
4:30pm on Saturday February 13. For
more details or to get involved ring
Bob Briton on 0418 894 366. @

Condemnation as US
adds Cuba to its terrorist list

The Communist Party of Australia
condemns the inclusion of Cuba
on the US list of countries that
it claims sponsor international
terrorism. There is no justification
for the biggest military might
to include on its list the small,
peace loving Caribbean island
which itself has been subjected
to numerous acts of terrorism.
It is now clear that the Obama
administration has shown no
change in the US attitudes to Cuba
or the foreign policies of the former
Bush administration despite its
attempts to change its image in
the international arena.

There is still no freedom for
US citizens to travel to Cuba, the
Obama administration has contin-
ued the blockade and intensified it
through substantial increases to the
budget which finances the pursuit
of non-US companies trading with
Cuba. This contravenes the wishes
of 183 countries that voted against
the US’s illegal blockade on Cuba
in the 2009 non-binding vote at the
UN General Assembly.

In 2009 the Obama admin-
istration interfered with its own

judiciary processes to block the
Supreme Court appeal from the
Cuban Five, an appeal that had
amicus curiae support of ten Nobel
laureates and hundreds of world
legislators including members of
Parliaments, human rights organi-
sations, legal organisations and
academics. The Cuban Five have
been held in US jails, their only
“crime” being the infiltration of ter-
rorist organisations in Miami with
the aim of preventing terrorist acts
against Cuba.

Cuba is a signatory and com-
plies with its obligations to 13
existing international conventions
on terrorism and has a record of
cooperation, including with the US,
in trying to prevent and repress all
acts of terrorism. Cuba has a strong
record of international assistance
in developing countries, in par-
ticular when natural disasters have
struck. There are currently around
37,000 Cuban cooperation workers
in 108 nations of Latin America,
the Caribbean, Africa and Asia who
share in Cuba’s achievements in
areas like health care and education.

Immediately after the recent

earthquakes in Haiti, Cuba was the
first on hand to help. The reality is
Cuba already had over 400 doctors
posted to Haiti as part of its inter-
national humanitarian aid to help
with the day-to-day health needs of
many poor nations and they imme-
diately mobilised more doctors to
Haiti. Cuban doctors responded
quickly and effectively, treating vic-
tims in a hospital they set up right
next to the collapsed major hospital
in Port-au-Prince and other field
hospitals. The Western media has
largely ignored this critical response
from Cuba. Cuba has also opened
up its airspace over Santiago de
Cuba to facilitate US planes evacu-
ating earthquake victims from Haiti
to Miami.

The Communist Party of
Australia calls on the US adminis-
tration to act with integrity to lift
the blockade on Cuba, to release
the Cuban Five and immediately
remove Cuba’s name from its list of
sponsors of International terrorism.
Vinnie Molina
National President, CPA &

CANADIAN ASBESTOS INDUSTRY

Canada is the world's third largest exporter of ashestos mainly into developing counties
such as India and Vietnam. Whilst the Canadian Government exports 98% of all ashestos
mined and has stringent safety controls on those who mine it, it shows little concern for
the safety of those who will come into contact with its product once it has left its shores.

The leading supporter of the Canadian Asbestos Industry, Quebec's Premier Charest will
be visiting Delhi from January 3l to February 5, 2010. Campaigners in Canada opposed
to Canada's trade in death are organising protests coinciding with his visit calling for the
cessation of asbestos mining and export.

The AMWU along with the Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia is planning a demonstration for

1pm Friday Feb 5 outside the Canadian Consulate 11 Harrington St Sydney

For more information; 02 9897 2011 or amwunsw@amwu.asn.au
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Pressure on SA over d

Darren Coyne

A “whitefella border” is stopping
Aboriginal people living in remote
parts of South Australia from
accessing dialysis in the Northern
Territory town of Alice Springs
— the closest centre offering the
life-saving treatment.

Anangu man Colin Brown, from
Ernabella, in the Anangu Pitjantjatjara
Yankunytjatjara (APY) Lands, has
called on federal Indigenous Affairs
Minister Jenny Macklin to intervene.

His appeal, which he has also
made to Indigenous Health Minister
and NT Federal MP Warren Snowdon,
followed reports before Christmas that
NT Health was denying new patients
from Western Australia and SA access
to dialysis at Alice Springs — by far
the nearest service available.

Those reports prompted State and
Territory health ministers to meet,
with an agreement reached between
WA and NT. But the SA minister
refused to sign up to the deal, saying
services were available in Adelaide
and Port Augusta.

Mr Brown said the decision to
ban new South Australian patients
from using dialysis facilities in
Alice Springs meant he and his wife
Yayimpi, who had started dialysis,
must live in Adelaide while she is
being treated.

He wants to see dialysis facilities
established on the APY lands so that
Aboriginal people do not have to
leave their country, family and friends.

“| believe the best thing would be
for a renal unit to be located in the
APY Lands, maybe at Umuwa or else
at the old folks” home in Ernabella,”
he said.

“There seem to be more and more
Anangu who are needing to go on
dialysis. If we had a renal unit in the
APY Lands, people could still live
in their communities and on their
country and have dialysis.

“Families would not have to move
a long way away from their own
places. Maybe to start off on dialysis
they would still have to go to Alice
Springs or Adelaide, but then they
could come home and have dialysis
in the APY Lands.

“If we had a renal unit in the APY
Lands, it would help the Alice Springs
and Adelaide hospitals because they
would not have so many people need-
ing their machines.

“Some Anangu who are living on
dialysis in Adelaide and Alice Springs
would be able to go home. This would
free up not only dialysis machines,
but also houses and other services in
those places.”

Mr Brown said patients in
Adelaide were unable to take part in
cultural duties such as sorry business
because they were living too far away.

Congregation

Uniting Church minister Dean
Whittaker said a number of his con-
gregation were from the APY lands,
and were in Adelaide for dialysis.
He said it was common for people
moving to Adelaide for treatment to
be accompanied by other members
of their family.

“You don’t end up with one per-
son, you end up with a significant
family, and each time they’ve come
down with inadequate arrangements
in place,” Mr Whittaker said. They are
told to apply for SA housing, but the
waiting list can be up to two years.”

Mr Whittaker urged the SA gov-
ernment to revisit the issue of dialysis
patients from the APY, and consider
providing facilities on the lands.

Sarah Brown, the manager of
Purple House, a dialysis centre run by
the Western Desert Nganampa Walytja
Palyantkakt Tjutaku Aboriginal
Corporation, accused the SA govern-
ment of ignoring Aboriginal people in
the APY lands.

“The SA government is always

banging on about providing services
close to home but it seems that’s
for everybody except blackfellas,”
she said.

A spokeswoman for SA Health
Minister John Hill said that while
treatment options were always under
review, services in Adelaide and Port
Augusta were being improved to cope
with increasing numbers of people
requiring dialysis.

She said it was not as simple as
just putting dialysis machines on the
APY Lands as they required specialist
staff, and also many end-stage renal
patients often had other complex
health needs.

The Koori Mail &
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Anangu man Colin
Brown and his wife
Yayimpi ... “There

seem to be more

and more Anangu
who are needing to
go on dialysis.”

Photo: The Koori Mail

Top artist is a happy man

Renowned artist Patrick Tjungurai is a happy
man. The award-winning painter is back in his
community of Kiwirrkurra, in the far east of
Western Australia, after leading a campaign
that has saved his life and that of many of his

own mob.

Mr Tjungurai was the very visible face of the
push to allow cross-border patients to contin-
ue to access vital renal dialysis services at the
Alice Springs Hospital. Last year, the Northern
Territory government had moved to limit the
use of its dialysis services, which are required
by many Indigenous people, to residents living
within its own borders. That would have been
disastrous for dozens of patients from just over
the border in WA — Mr Tjungurai included — who
relied on Alice Springs dialysis services.

An angry and perplexed Mr Tjungurai had
vowed to stay and die on his own country rather
than go to Perth, which he would have been

forced to do.

reaching a deal allowing WA patients to contin-
ue using services in Alice Springs.

Speaking just before heading back to Kiwirrkurra,
Mr Tjungurrayi had nothing but praise for the
decision. “It's good,” he told The Koori Mall

newspaper from the Sid Ross Aboriginal Hostel

in Alice Springs.

“This is what we needed. Many people | know
are happy. | am.”

So is Sarah Brown, who manages the Purple
House, a dialysis centre run by the Western
Desert Nganampa Walytja Palyantjakt Tjutaku
Aboriginal Corporation.

“Patrick, and others, can now go back to their
communities in WA knowing they can return here
for treatment,” she said.

“Many people already needing dialysis, and
many others who will need it in coming years,
will be far better off because of this wise and

compassionate decision by the governments.”

His stance, and that of his supporters, was

instrumental in the WA and NT health ministers

The Koori Mail
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Keneally ascendancy bad news for food bowl

Last week the NSW Greens
called on the then Rees state
government to ban coal and
gas mining on Liverpool Plains
food bowl. Commenting on the
findings of the Senate inquiry
into Australian food produc-
tion, Greens MP Lee Rhiannon
called on the NSW government
to institute a total ban on mining
and mining exploration in the
Liverpool Plains.

“The work of this Senate
inquiry puts Premier Nathan Rees
in the hot seat to stop mining on
prime farmland in NSW in order to
safeguard precious water resources

and food production”, said Ms
Rhiannon.

She said that in this era of
climate change and the increasing
severity of droughts a responsible
Premier would fast track legislative
protection for food producing land.
“The findings from this inquiry
provide a framework for the NSW
government to provide the neces-
sary protection.”

The Senate Committee found
that “mining of any form or type
should not take place on the flood
plains”.

Mining Minister Peter Primrose
quickly rejected the call to ban
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mining in this region. Ms Rhiannon
said the minister should break with
the solid pro-mining stance of his
predecessor lan MacDonald, who
always sided with the interests of
the mining industry over that of
local farmers.

Almost immediately after former
planning minister Kristina Keneally
was put in place as the new Premier
the NSW Minerals Council put out a
letter of congratulations, saying that
Keneally was a “strong and decisive
leader of planning reform and we
had a constructive relationship with
her as Minister.” The letter contin-
ues, “We look forward to continuing

that relationship with the Premier
...” It doesn’t look good for the
Liverpool Plains.

Lee Rhiannon pointed out that
prime agricultural land is a limited
and precious resource and the NSW
government needs to step up to
the plate and protect precious food
bowls from the impact of mining.

“The Caroona Coal Action
Group (CCAG) and all the locals
working to stop coal and gas min-
ing on the Liverpool Plains are to
be congratulated for their work on
this critical issue. I am convinced
that the Senate Inquiry into food
production was instigated after the

Marxist Definitions
Corruption (various)

» Corruption: The misuse of entrusted power or authority for private gain or

advantage.

extensive lobbying these farmers
have undertaken in Canberra and
across the country.

“In responding to the Inquiry
Report Tim Duddy, CCAG spokes-
person provided the worrying
information that the current coal
exploration by BHP Billiton and
China Shenua could already be
damaging the water sources of the
region,” said Ms Rhiannon.

A NSW Greens bill in the
Upper House to protect the state’s
prime food-producing land from
damage caused by mining develop-
ments was voted down by one vote
inJune. &

 Bribe: A payment or gift given to influence the behaviour or judgment of the
person/people in authority.

» Fraud: Deliberate deception for unlawful gain or unjust advantage.
» Graft: The improper use of a position of authority for private financial

advantage.

 Kickback: A kind of bribe whereby a commercial company/corporation/firm
gets a government contract by letting the “Allocating Official” pocket part of its

contracted fee.
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Advance Australia Unfair?
Statement CFMEU, WA Branch

In the lead up to Australia day
we need to think about the
forces at play creating laws that
are restricting more and more of
our freedoms.

Did you know? If 9/11 happened
in Australia and a major building had
to be re-built from the ashes, the con-
struction workers who would do the
job would be subjected on-site to the
same laws as the terrorists who caused
the destruction in the first place!

Is this a fair go for construction
workers and their families?

No-one called for interroga-
tion by the Australian Building and
Construction Commission (ABCC)
has the right to silence. You are forced
to answer their questions or face up
to 6 months in jail.

They can come to get you at your
home, workplace, or on the street any
time day or night.

Refusal to attend may result in
six months jail.

The interrogations are secret.

You can talk to no-one, except a
lawyer about what happened to you
—you can’t even discuss it with your
partner, best mate, brother and sister,
mum or dad. no-one — or you can be
subject to jail.

You may not be able to choose
your own lawyer.

The laws, brought in by the
Howard government and retained
by Kevin Rudd, against construction
workers were formed out of the new
laws that were legislated to protect
Australia from terrorists after 9/11.
These insidious, Hitlerish laws do not
apply to anyone else in the Australian
public. Only construction workers.
Yet! They could always be twisted
and let loose on other segments of
Australian society.

The laws have been condemned
by the United Nations’ International
Labour Organisation (ILO) as archaic
and against the principles of freedom
and democracy and an atrocity against
human rights for Australian workers.

Fact: nowhere else in the Western
World do laws like these exist, they
exist only in Australia. As result,
serial killers, drunk-drivers and armed
robbers have far more legal rights
than the average construction worker.

When you ask the average person
in the street if they are aware about
these draconian laws they don’t
have a clue and this what the Rudd
government is banking on.

Their view is; what the wider
Australia public doesn’t know won’t
hurt them. The ALP doesn’t see
these laws as a vote loser. The Rudd
government is happy to stealthily
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target and viciously apply these
oppressive laws to the construction
workforce — they hold it up as some
trophy to prove they are tough against
unions and they see construction
unions as an easy target.

Ark Tribe, a decent family man

Disability workers win
three year deal at Activ

Staff at disability support organi-
sation Activ are celebrating after
winning their first three year
pay and conditions deal. The win
means direct care workers at Activ
will be paid an extra $27 per week
back dated to July 2009 plus they
will receive a one percent pay
increase for 2009. They will also
gain from wage increases of four
percent for the next two years and
a whole range of other benefits
including six weeks paid maternity
leave and access to pro-rata long
service leave at seven years.

Originally, Activ manage-
ment wanted staff to work under
its GROW initiative which was
introduced without consultation and
which was supposed to pay staff
more based on their performance
but which in reality saw yearly
increments in wages stopped.

But after management received

a petition against GROW with more
than 380 signatures on it and the
firm’s CEO received masses of text
messages, faxes and emails from
the union’s 345 members, they real-
ised they had to listen.

Liquor, Hospitality and
Miscellaneous Workers’ Union
(LHMU) delegate of 19 years, Irene
Snow, who works as a social trainer
at Activ’s accommodation centre
in High Wycombe, Perth, said the
campaign picked up members as
negotiations went along.

“We went from under 20 per-
cent membership to over 80 percent
and this strength in numbers helped
the negotiation process,” said Irene
who was one of 12 LHMU dele-
gates on the negotiating committee.

“The delegates were all really
good talkers and weren’t afraid to
speak out about the specific prob-
lems in their areas. | was really

enthused by them and we got an
excellent result.”

Kelly Shay, assistant secretary
of the LHMU said, “This was a
great campaign. Delegates had the
power of representing strong, active
members who were willing to fight
and as a result we have the union
collective agreement members
deserve.

“Because we were so strong,
management had to listen to what
these workers had to say and we’ve
emerged with an agreement which
is good for everybody.

“A happy workforce means less
turnover and less spent on training
for management while clients ben-
efit from consistent and contented
workers.”

Activ is the largest provider of
service to people with disabilities
in WA and it runs more than 100
facilities in the state. &

Rural aged care nurses

deserve better pay

The Australian Nursing Federation
(ANF) is calling on the federal gov-
ernment to protect rural aged care
nurses who are often underpaid
and over worked.

ANF federal secretary Ged
Kearney said the aged care nursing
workforce is comprised largely of
women who are paid much less than
their counterparts in other health
sectors.

“We are urging the federal gov-
ernment to address the workforce
issues that threaten to undermine
the future of the aged care sector in
Australia, particularly in the bush.

Ms Kearney said there is currently

a massive pay gap of about $15,000
per year between aged care nursing
staff and their colleagues in the public
health system.

“This pay equity issue is causing
an exodus of registered and enrolled
nurses from rural aged care facilities.
This is a great shame for the nurses
who love their work and the older
Australians who depend on them.”

The ANF says rural aged care
facilities cannot afford to lose any
more nurses or personal carers and
that it is vital nurses are retained to
help residents manage what are often
very complex chronic disease and
health care requirements.

“We also need to lift skill levels
across the board, from nurses to
personal carers by ensuring there is
a minimum qualification requirement
and a well structured career path for
nurses and personal carers.

“We need to increase pay if we
want to attract more people into the
industry while holding onto the excel-
lent staff we already have.

“And finally, we need make
sure that any extra funding from the
federal government flows through to
aged care staff so they can deliver
the best care possible — that means
proper acquittal processes for aged
care funding,” Ms Kearney said. &

from South Australia, is the latest
casualty of these laws. If he goes to
jail Kevin Rudd and Julia Gillard will
need to explain to his family why
their dad, son and brother has been
incarcerated for standing up for his
right to remain silent and not giving
information over what was discussed
at a work safety meeting on his site.

SA Worksafe closed the site down
as unsafe. The ABCC did not ask to
speak to the building contractor — they
had no interest in safety issues at all.

In no other workplace outside
of the construction industry does a
worker have to tell what went on at
a work related meeting, let alone be
subject to a jail sentence.

All this is due to happen in a

federal election year which will serve
to remind us all that the worst aspect
of Howard’s anti-union WorkChoices
laws still remains intact, after Kevin
Rudd said he would get rid of it. A
mass vote against Rudd on this issue
may lose the government seats, it may
cost them government. But freedom is
worth fighting for irrespective of who
is the government of the day.

The fight is not about Rudd and
his Workplace Relations Minister
Julia Gillard. It’s not against them.
It’s about freedom, equal legal rights
and having one fair law for all under
the Australian flag.

We need to ask: what sort of
Australia do we want? &

New deal

taking an Age

Clerical workers at The Age
newspaper have taken protected
industrial action outside the new
headquarters in Collins Street,
Melbourne, after newspaper
management allowed negotiations
to break down.

Workers are taking action
after the newspaper’s manage-
ment refused to budge on a 2.25
percent wage offer, and insisted
on a flexibility clause that would
allow overtime and other conditions
to be taken away from individual
workers.

Australian Manufacturing
Workers’ Union (AMWU) organ-
iser, Nadia Machlouch, said that
the 100 workers had received lower
pay rises than other Age and Fairfax
staff in previous years and were no
longer prepared to miss out.

“We are asking the company
to come to the table with a realis-
tic offer that recognises the hard
work of these employees. We are
concerned that the company wants
to include a flexibility clause that
will allow it to take away individual
worker’s conditions after a collec-
tive agreement was signed.”

Negotiations with The Age’s
management have been ongoing
since February, 2009, and workers
have voted down three offers with
the flexibility clause so far.

“Other parts of Fairfax have not
included this flexibility clause and

there is no need to insist on it for
these workers”.

Staff representatives, Denise
Porter and Christopher Leung, were
among 40 workers who rallied
outside their workplace earlier t his
month.

“We’re serious,” said Denise.
“Hopefully management get the
message that we’re going to stand
up for ourselves.”

Mr Leung said that workers
weren’t happy with the way man-
agement had conducted negotiations.
“In every meeting that we have
when we start here, we’re told that
The Age stands for professional-
ism, integrity — that we’re a part of
Melbourne, but in these negotiations
we haven’t seen professionalism,
loyalty or any sort of behaviour that
lines up to those values.

“There has been no negotiation.
If the management aren’t happy
with something that we’ve put to
them, they’ve made it clear that
they won’t even discuss it.”

Ms Porter said that management
negotiation style had been to bring
a “baseball bat” approach to the
meetings.

Staff were also upset over the
refusal to offer more than a 2.25
percent pay increase, citing the
recent multi-million dollar payouts
to former Fairfax CEO David Kirk
and other executives as a double
standard. &

Photo: Anna Pha



The Guardian
January 27 2010

Australia 5

Rudd faces growing
International negative consensus

Bob Briton

Like several of his recent pred-
ecessors, Kevin Rudd likes to
cultivate the image of a leader
“punching above his weight” in
world forums, of having more
influence than his position of
prime minister of a middle ranking
economy would normally wield.
His carefully worded, impeccably
delivered statements are full of
big picture imagery and advice for
international consumption.

A small part of it has been well
received and acted upon — like the
proposal for a G-20 (group of 20 lead-
ing economies) response to the global
economic crisis. But increasingly
Rudd’s sincerity is being questioned
by the governments, media and people
of other countries.

Is he saying one thing at home
and another thing abroad for crudely
self-serving ends? Is he a mouthpiece
for other powerful global interests,
namely those of the economically
struggling military superpower, the
United States? A negative consensus
is growing.

Copenhagen showed just how
resentful leaders of countries set
to lose out under Rudd’ preferred
international “frameworks”
have become. The month before
Copenhagen he was given a frosty
reception in India. He was there to
smooth feathers ruffled by a number
of ongoing issues including the safety
of Indian students living and studying
in Australia and revelations about
shonky educational institutions.

Senior officers of the education
department toured India in the months
leading up to Rudd’s visit, as did
Education Minister and Deputy PM,
Julia Gillard and Foreign Minister
Stephen Smith. The Indian tabloid
media gave hysterical coverage to
the violence against Indian students
in Australia but Rudd’s evasive
on-again, off-again concession about
racial motivations for the attacks won
him no friends.

Rudd apparently achieved little
with his Indian visit. It cemented
local conservative opinion that
his government is unreasonable
in banning uranium exports to
India (which is not a signatory to
the international Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty) and that it
favours cooperation with China on
the bigger strategic questions facing
the region. Australia walked away
from the so-called quadrilateral
dialogue between New Delhi,

POT A COMNONIST

Tokyo, Washington and Canberra.
China (quite rightly) objected to the
“dialogue” that pointedly excluded it
from any role.

The “panda-hugging” accusation
against Rudd is not deserved.
Australia and the US have been
cultivating Indian support in an effort
to contain China’s influence and this
strategy remains a major priority
for the Australia-US Alliance. It is
behind Australia’s massively boosted
military spending and weapons
acquisition programs. It is behind the
US’s decision in 2005 to conclude a
“civilian nuclear agreement” with
India. It is behind a number of other
moves to draw India away from
growing ties with BRIC partners
Brazil, Russia and China. Australia
is pushing for India to become a
member of the Asia-Pacific Economic
(APEC) forum when the moratorium
on new memberships ends at the end
of this year.

The Australian government
clearly favours bringing all the major
regional powers into the one umbrella
organisation which, it intends, can be
directed by the US and its current and
potential allies.

To this end Rudd has been busy
promoting a new regional institution
for the Asia-Pacific. In June 2008
he made a speech in Sydney full of
the customary hyperbole about this
century being “the century of the
Asia-Pacific”, though some smaller
nations whose shores are lapped by
the Pacific Ocean barely figure in Mr
Rudd’s thinking. The Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN),
the East Asia Summit (EAS), APEC
and the ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF) are seen as failing to serve the
purpose of preserving US dominance
of the region. A new Asia-Pacific
Community is being proposed to shore
up the US’s influence in the region, as
it is excluded from a number of other
key regional organisations.

Unlike current regional
institutions, Rudd and the US
government would like the new
body to take charge of the whole
range of questions facing the region
— political, economic and strategic.
They are not proposing a supra-
government body like the European
Union but something with more teeth
is being sought. APEC is considered
to have been a successful platform
for promoting economic objectives
but Rudd is clearly worried that the
region is now home to four major
powers — China, India, Russia and
Japan — showing more potential than

Great T-Towel

the US. Common responses to global
threats like climate change, terrorism,
food and water shortages are cited
but the emergence of credible rivals
to global US dominance is the real
subtext to Rudd’s talk of an Asia-
Pacific “Community”.

Long time senior diplomat Richard
Woolcott and a team of Australian
bureaucrats visited 21 countries in 85
days last year in an effort to promote
the concept. They met 30 ministers
and eight heads of state in the lead
up to a conference held in Sydney in
early December, 2009. Rudd delivered
an address full of enthusiasm for the
future of the region but tempered
by concerns including booming
populations, limited resources, the
presence of five nations possessing
nuclear weapons and so on. Much
of the address was unobjectionable,
ambiguous waffle but on the question
of US-China relations it became clearer
and more pointed:

For example, “Here in the Asia-
Pacific is where the template for the
US-China relationship will be forged,
and where their interests — competitive
and complimentary — will need to be
managed, harmonised and reconciled.

“So far, the United States and
China have managed this well on a
largely bilateral basis.

“It may be that in future this is
supplemented by the emerging norms
of regional institution building.”

Rudd put a very light veil over
the observation that the US has so far
held its own in the face of growing
Chinese economic influence but that,
at some stage in the near future, it
will need help from like-thinking
governments. China may well feel
obliged to participate in the new Asia-
Pacific organisation if ever it gets off
the ground. China’s leadership has
felt constrained to join all manner of
imperialist-dominated international
bodies in order to develop its
economy in preparation for the
next stage of socialist development.
Some are unimpressed with Rudd’s
proposal.

“What benefit would there be
in forming a new forum, having
more meetings, with more acronyms
without addressing issues like climate
change and poverty?” Indonesian
Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa
asks. The advantages were never
intended to flow to Indonesia or other
developing countries of the region.
The “benefit” would be to reinforce
flagging US fortunes. That is the
point of Rudd’s strutting on the world
stage. @
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The government’s insulation scheme is very popular and many
people are taking advantage of its financial assistance to insu-
late their homes. However there are a number of unscrupulous
employers who are taking advantage of young and poorly
trained workers to grab as much money as possible without any
thought of proper training or the necessary health and safety
conditions. Unions are calling for the scheme to be halted fol-
lowing young workers’ deaths. A 19-year-old worker died in
NSW of heat stress at work — it was his first day at work. A 16
year old was electrocuted in Queensland; a 25-year-old man
was electrocuted and a 19-year-old female working with him
was seriously injured in Queensland as well. “The Insulation
scheme should be halted before any more young Australians
are Kkilled”, said ACTU President Sharan Burrow. “Improved
safety standards, better training to ensure workers are able to
identify risks such as faulty wiring, and a bigger role for quali-
fied tradespeople such as electricians to oversee the work need
to be urgently considered to prevent further deaths.” She said
that shonky operators that are putting lives at risk should be
driven out of the industry. “The scheme is due to run for anoth-
er two years, funding the insulation of more than two million
homes and there has been a flood of new companies rushing to
take advantage of the multi-billion dollar program,” Ms Burrow
stressed. “Workers rights’ must be respected and the provision
of adequate training and safe workplaces is a must at all times.”

Greens MLC Mark Parnell has called for $20 million to be cut
from the government's taxpayer funded ads budget; much
greater oversight by the Auditor General; a re-write of the
guidelines to ensure government ad campaigns are no lon-
ger used for political purposes. “Taxpayers are sick and tired
of their hard-earned money being wasted on slick ads on
TV selling government spin. Governments, both Labor and
Liberal, have abused the rules over many years for parti-
san political benefit. It's time for this abuse to stop before
we launch into another campaign period,” Mr Parnell said.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is Boral. Boral managing
director lobbied the federal government to block a rival $110
million brick-making operation in Perth — and at the same time
the company was secretly funding a dirty tricks campaign which
aimed to create government and community opposition to the
building of the works. Boral has admitted that it helped generate
community backlash by funding defamatory leaflets and DVDs
which claimed that local children’s health would be damaged due
to high concentration of carcinogens, there would be an increase
in death rates and it would become a terrorists’ target because it is
close to Perth airport. The rival company launched a defamation
action in the WA Supreme court and is believed to have received
$200,000 from Boral for false and defamatory statements.
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Copenhagen: “Battle between cu

Anna Pha

As the world looked on and hundreds of
thousands of people took part in global
actions, the Copenhagen climate conference
ended in abject failure. The unstinting
and determined efforts of more than 155
developing countries were sabotaged and
thwarted from day one to the very end by
the representatives of a small group of rich,
capitalist, industrialised countries under the
leadership of the US. The best that can be
said about the outcome is that the door has
not be shut on future discussions, that the
meetings scheduled for Berlin and Mexico
later this year have not been cancelled.

While the battle raged inside the conference,
tens of thousands of people from around the
world took to the streets of Copenhagen. The
protestors were treated with alarming brutal-
ity by security forces. Their peaceful calls for
action on climate change were met with tear
gas, pepper spray, baton charges, mass cages,
thousands of arrests, even “pre-emptive” arrests
of people who might demonstrate!

Thousands took part in the alternative
Klimatforum09 people’s climate change summit
and other activities. They adopted a People’s
Declaration, titled “System Change — Not
Climate Change”, but attempts to have it pre-
sented to the UN summit failed.

The key issue before Copenhagen was
survival of the human species and the survival
of the Kyoto Protocol, the only legally bind-
ing international instrument for achieving this
goal. Capitalism is not only responsible for the
human-induced climate change; it has proven
yet again incapable of saving the human race
from extinction.

Inside the conference the representatives
of the developed countries, led by the US with
Australia playing the role of loyal deputy, set out
from the beginning to kill the Kyoto Protocol
(KP) and avoid their legal obligations under it
and the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC). They failed to
pledge deep cuts in greenhouse gas emissions or
commit financial and technological assistance
that developing countries require for mitiga-
tion measures and coping with the impacts of
climate change as they attempt to develop their
economies.

Instead, they tried to hijack the summit
with a document of their own, the so-called
“Copenhagen Accord” that would kill off the
KP, relieve them of their responsibilities and
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shift the burden of tackling climate change onto
the backs of the peoples of the poor nations.
They represented the interests of big business,
in particular, the major fossil fuel polluters and
the institutions that would benefit from carbon
trading.

The developing nations, who will be the
first and hardest hit by climate change — in fact
are already feeling its impact — fought from the
beginning for the Kyoto Protocol. They repre-
sented the voice of humanity, the only hope for
survival of the human species on planet earth.

In a powerful speech given to the summit,
the President of Bolivia, Evo Morales (the only
Indigenous government leader) summed it up:
“... two cultures are under discussion here:
the culture of life and the culture of death; the
culture of death, which is capitalism. We, the
Indigenous peoples, say that it is living better,
better at the cost of others,” Morales said.

“Mother Earth or Nature exist and will
continue to exist without the human race, but
human beings can’t live without planet Earth,
therefore, it is our duty to defend the right of
Mother Earth.

“We have profound differences with the
Western model, and that is under discussion at
this moment.”

“...our obligation is to save all of humanity
and not half of humanity.”

In another strong speech Venezuela’s
President Hugo Chavez noted: “If the climate
were one of the biggest capitalist banks, the rich
governments would have saved it.”

Third World defends
Kyoto Protocol

When Copenhagen commenced there was
little prospect of reaching agreement on every
matter, but there were hopes that at least a
framework within the KP would emerge, with
some aspects resolved and the final details to
be worked out later.

Western leaders, lead by US President
Obama, ignored the appeals of sinking island
states, of displaced peoples, of those facing
starvation through drought and crop failure
due to climate change, of environmentalists, of
scientists and millions of ordinary people con-
cerned for the survival of the human species and
the ecology of the planet on which it depends.

The G77 (132 developing countries),
China, the African Union, the Alliance of
Small Island States, ALBA* (the Bolivarian
Alternative for the Americas) fought hard for
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the implementation of the KP and the survival
of the human species.

Emission reductions

The developed countries refused to increase
their disgracefully low offers of emission reduc-
tions. Their inaction was in sharp contrast to
the pledges made prior to the conference by
China, India, Brazil, Mexico, South Africa
and Indonesia to reduce their greenhouse gas
emissions. As developing countries they are not
obliged to reduce emissions at this stage under
the KP. Their priority is development along
sustainable lines with the necessary assistance
(financial and technological) from the developed
countries to achieve this.

Australia has still to put a concrete offer on
the table. The range of emission cuts put forward
is between 2% and 22% based on 1990 levels;
most of this is dependent on changes in land
use by the agricultural sector, not on reductions
in emissions from fossil fuels.

The US is offering a reduction that amounts
to 2-5 percent by 2020, Canada 3%, New
Zealand 10-20% and Japan 25%. The only
industrialised nations offering anything up to
40% are Norway and Russia.

The aggregate emission targets of developed
countries are 12-19% below 1990 levels by
2020 — nowhere near the 45% plus required.

A secret UN report leaked during the con-
ference, revealed that the aggregate emission
cuts proposed by developed countries could
see a global temperature rise of 3°C by 2050,
not even the 2°C they were promising, let alone
the science-based cap of 1.5°C.

UN data also revealed that the pledges of
developing countries would make a greater
contribution to the reduction in emissions than
those of the developed countries!

Many of the developed countries said that
their emission reduction pledges were not made
under the Kyoto Protocol, but in the context of
“a new, universal, comprehensive and effective
international agreement on climate change”.
They offered nothing under the Protocol. They
expect the developing countries to pick up the
shortfall in their pledges.

Emission reductions is not the only area
where the industrialised nations obstructed
progress. They point blank refused to put
money on the table as legally obliged under the
Protocol. It is their historical responsibility as
those primarily responsible for human induced
climate change to assist the developing countries
with the transfer of climate-related technology
and mitigation and adaptation to climate change.
Instead, they offered a paltry $10 billion per
annum over the next three years, but this offer
only applied to a new treaty. The money was
not on offer under the Kyoto Protocol!

Political agenda

Unfortunately, the US, Australia, Japan,
Canada, the European Union and other leading
developed countries had no intention of reach-
ing any agreement in accordance with their
internationally legally binding obligations under
the UNFCCC or Kyoto Protocol.

They set out to kill the Kyoto Protocol and
adopt a political agreement which would become
the basis of negotiations for a new treaty. They
made false claims that the KP expires in 2012,
and said they needed a new treaty to bring in
the US instead of insisting the US join the other
194 nations that are Parties to the Protocol.

Lies exposed

Climate Change Minister Penny Wong
said that the conference was “all about getting
a political agreement internationally to tackle
climate change. That’s the focus of this confer-
ence, that’s going to be my focus...”

Wong told the media, “The Kyoto Protocol
doesn’t apply to developing economies,” using it
as an excuse for a new treaty. It is just not true.
When asked if she would put up a target under
the Kyoto Protocol, her response was: “I’m not
going to get into hypotheticals on a negotiation.”
So the putting up of emission reduction targets
under the KP (as Australia is legally bound to
do under the international treaty on climate
change) amounts to “hypotheticals”!

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd said the Kyoto
Protocol was about to expire — another lie. He
called for a political agreement and new treaty.
He repeatedly told press conferences that he

was “trying to get the absolute best outcome
for Australia’s national interest.” By national
interest he means corporate interests. Climate
change is to be exploited, corporate profits
blinding the threat to survival of the human race.

US deputy

The Australian government worked extreme-
ly hard throughout the conference to push the
US’s agenda. (Its role will be a subject of a
future article in The Guardian). Rudd was at
the forefront demanding developing countries
cut their emissions and accept verification proc-
esses regarding mitigation measures that would
lay the basis for the US and others to impose
trade bans if they decided they were not met.
His main targets were China and India. The aim
is to hold back their economic development
which poses a threat to US global economic
and political dominance.

The poor nations were fighting a life and
death battle for survival and the rich to enhance
their profits and retard the development of the
Third World. They tried to turn climate change
to the economic advantage of big business and
hand over as much as possible, including assist-
ance to the developing countries, to the private
sector and markets, an approach hotly contested
by developing countries.

Secret document

Rumours abounded during the conference
of a secret document and clandestine negotia-
tions. These were fiercely denied by the Danish
chair of proceedings, even following the leaking
of a draft text of the document by the British
Guardian!

Then on December 16, when heads of gov-
ernment were joining proceedings, the Danish
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President Lars Loekke Rasmussen took the
chair and presented the non-existent Danish
text for adoption instead of the two texts that
had been thrashed out over the past 10 days (in
fact over two years) by the UNFCCC and KP
working groups.

The G77 and China objected strongly to
the Danish text. China referred to it being
“parachuted from the sky”.

Chavez, speaking on behalf of ALBA
described it as “illegitimate, undemocratic and
non-transparent.”

“... itis a text that comes from nothing, we
do not accept any other text unless it comes out
of the working groups which are the legitimate
texts that have been discussed with such inten-
sity during these two years,” he said.

“There is a group of countries which believe
themselves superior to us from the South, to us
from the Third World...

“This planet is billions of years old, and
has existed for billions of years without us, the
human race: that is to say, it does not need us to
exist. Now, we cannot live without the Earth,”
said Chavez.

He was received with tremendous applause.

The Danish texts were rejected and it was
agreed that the negotiated texts would go ahead.

Dirty tricks

Instead of respecting the decision of the
conference, the US through the Danish President
handpicked 25 countries to discuss the rejected
document. They stood over invitees with the
offer of their document or “total collapse of
the conference”.

India, China, Brazil and South Africa, along
with Russia and a few handpicked developing
countries joined developed countries in these

discussions. Late in the evening of December
18, the final day, the chair suspended the summit
session while these unofficial discussions on
the rejected document took place. Proceedings
resumed at 3am on December 19 when many
country leaders had left for home.

The Danish President, chairing the plenary
sessions of the conference, attempted to impose
the (now amended) Danish document from
those discussions — the so-called “Copenhagen
Accord” — as a decision of the conference. This
US/Danish fabricated document had not arisen
from nor been discussed by any properly con-
stituted session of the conference.

Delegates were given one hour to study it!
The chair would not even tell them who took
part in the discussions on it. US President
Barack Obama shattered any remaining illu-
sions anyone present might have held about
him. He gave an arrogant, insulting, take-
it-or-leave-it speech, full of rhetoric which
effectively tore up the underlying principles
of the UNFCCC and KP and jettisoned the
US’s responsibilities.

The chair invited a select group to speak in
support of the document — mainly leading rich
countries and a few very poor ones. Bolivian
President Evo Morales then sought to speak,
and the chair was forced by the insistence of
other delegations to give him the floor. He was
followed by Venezuelan representative Claudia
Valerno and the Cuban Minister for Foreign
Affairs Bruno Rodriguez. They all spoke
strongly against the Danish document.

“Any argument on the continuation of the
negotiations to reach agreement in the future to
cut down emissions must inevitably include the
concept of the validity of the Kyoto Protocol
... Your paper, Mister Chairman, is a death

certificate of the Kyoto Protocol and my delega-
tion cannot accept it,” the Cuban Minister said.

“The Cuban delegation would like to
emphasise the pre-eminence of the principle of
‘common but differentiated responsibilities,” as
the core of the future process of negotiations.
Your paper does not include a word on that...”

The Cuban representative outlined many of
the US/Danish document’s failings, its many
omissions — including the lack of concrete
commitments by developed countries.

Tuvalu will be one of the first countries
to disappear as a result of climate change. Its
representative lan Fry referred to the money
that had been offered in the document saying,
“We are offered 30 pieces of silver to betray
our people and our future. Our future is not
for sale. Tuvalu cannot accept this document.”

Further representatives joined the debate,
Sudan spoke on behalf of the G-77 (a grouping
of 132 developing nations), rejecting the docu-
ment as unacceptable and refusing to support
its adoption.

Under UN procedures, decisions are made
by consensus. There was clearly no consensus
around the offending document. The chair had
to be pulled into line on several occasions trying
to put it to the vote, first seeking to have it car-
ried by a majority and then later in an attempt to
isolate and be able to name those opposed to it.
Many countries did not vote, as the procedure
was completely out of order.

The document was not adopted. It was
“noted”, giving it no legal standing as a formal
negotiating document or decision of the summit.
This has not stopped Western leaders and even
the Secretary-General of the United Nations giv-
ing the impression that it is an official outcome
of the conference. The title of the document,
“Copenhagen Accord” is misleading.

Sabotage

The contempt with which the US, Danish,
Australian and other developed countries’
leaders treated the UN, the negotiating proc-
ess and developing countries is beyond words.
They clearly had no intention of reaching any
agreement under the KP, full well knowing that
their secret document would later be sprung on
the conference.

They dishonestly strung the rest of the
world out, creating despair, frustration, confu-
sion, undermining the United Nations and its
democratic model. All the while they were blam-
ing China and “hardline radicals” for lack of
progress and the chaos they created. The Danish
chair in particular played a despicable role.

They ran roughshod over the past two years
of negotiations, in particular over the 12 days
and many nights of intense discussions by the
two major and many other working groups under
the KP and the UNFCCC. While these groups
did not resolve many outstanding issues, they
none-the-less made some progress. The reports
of these groups were in fact adopted, but no
mention made of this by the US, Australian
and other Western governments or media. It is
these reports that should be the basis for further
discussion, not the US/Danish document.

The US/Danish document contains no legal-
ly binding figures for emission cuts; denies the
historical responsibility of developed countries;
tries to shift the burden onto developing coun-
tries; sets aggregate targets for cuts and tem-
perature rises that are far short of what science
demands; and is silent on the future of the KP.
It offers of $10 billion per annum from 2010-
2012 for developing countries (not necessarily
all new funds or without strings attached from
the likes of the World Bank), compared with the
$200 billion per annum or more required now.
Many of its provisions contradict and negate
those of the KP. It represents a huge backward
step. (An analysis will be published in a future
issue of The Guardian.)

Political and
economic agenda

As Fidel Castro points out in his
“Reflections” (January 4, 2009), Obama and the
group of richest states on the planet resolved to
dismantle the binding commitments of Kyoto.
He described it as a “battle of world opinion”
where “the United States government, its
NATO allies and the richest countries tried to
effect a fraudulent and anti-democratic coup in

death and culture of life”

Denmark against the rest of the emerging and
poor countries of the Third World.”

Developing countries were faced with a bad
deal or no deal. The smallest, poorest and most
desperate nations that will be hit first and hard-
est by climate change were given the choice of
$10 billion per annum for developing countries
under the Danish document or nothing under
the KP. Several succumbed, breaking the unity
of the developing nations. The willingness of
China, India, Brazil and South Africa to accept
the invitation to discuss the Accord and appar-
ently agree to it being put to the conference has
also raised concerns amongst a number of other
developing countries.

The next period will be critical in restoring
the unity of developing countries which the
West will continue to do its utmost to destroy.
Without that unity, there will be no hope of
any agreement that seriously addresses climate
change. The fight to defend the KP is not over.

UN undermined

Far from upholding and defending the
United Nations and its democratic processes,
UN General-Secretary Ban Ki-Moon played
ball with the US. Several days before the end of
the conference he said, “Our goal is to lay the
foundation for a legally binding climate treaty as
early as possible in 2010.” (ABC, December 16)
Who does he mean by “our”? It is not the UN’s
goal. The goal of the UN is surely to further the
implementation of the existing treaty.

Then, three days after the conference, he
urged “all governments to formally sign on
to the Copenhagen accord by registering their
support” through the UNFCCC. “The faster we
have all the signatures, the more momentum we
can give it.” He said he would encourage world
leaders “to directly engage in achieving a global
legally binding climate change treaty in 2010.”
He has no right to speak of a new treaty, no such
decision has been made. The UN already has a
climate change treaty — the Kyoto Protocol — a
treaty binding 194 nations.

His actions can only be interpreted as kill-
ing the very treaty he should be promoting and
implementing. They also play into the hands
of those who wish to replace the UN with the
likes of the G20, World Bank and other narrow,
powerful and undemocratic bodies that reflect
the interests of the richest and most powerful
nations.

“We cannot continue
like this”

The US and its allies, including Australia,
are determined to put the “Accord” on the table
and bury the Kyoto Protocol. The first and most
immediate issue is the call for countries to sign
onto the Accord to give it the legitimacy which
it currently lacks.

The outcome of this battle lies very much
in the preservation of unity of the developing
countries and the building of mass movements
to the point where they can exert more pressure
on the governments of the US and other devel-
oped countries. This will not be an easy battle,
as a great deal of confusion and misinformation
reigns, in particular over the status of the KP and
when it expires. Some environmental organisa-
tions are already running with the “Accord” as
if it has replaced the KP.

Chéavez in his speech correctly laid the
blame for climate change at the feet of capi-
talism. He went further than the immediate
demands and principles of the Protocol and the
UNFCCC that were being debated. He addressed
the nature of the capitalist system, the cause of
the crisis. “Can a finite earth support an infinite
project? The thesis of capitalism, infinite devel-
opment, is a destructive pattern... we cannot
continue like this.”

“Capitalism is the road to hell, to the
destruction of the world.” Then paraphrasing
Simén Bolivar: “if the destructive nature of
capitalism opposes us, let’s fight against it and
make it obey us, let’s not wait idly by for the
death of humanity.

“History calls on us to unite and fight.”
*ALBA is the Bolivarian Alternative for
the Americas - its members are Antigua
and Barbuda, Bolivia, Cuba, Dominica,
Ecuador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines and
Venezuela. &
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Billionaire wins Chile election

Elena Mora

On Sunday, January 17, Sebastian
Pinera defeated Eduardo Frei,
the candidate of the governing
coalition (Concertacion), becoming
the first candidate from the right
wing to win Chile’s presidency
since 1958.

Although Pinera campaigned as
a moderate, his coalition (Alliance
for Chile) includes former support-
ers of the Pinochet dictatorship — the
National Renewal Party and the very
conservative Independent Democratic
Union. The majority of Pinera’s
members of Parliament come from the
IDU, two of his top campaign advis-
ers held posts in the dictatorship and
a third is a former Pinochet minister.

Pinera is a billionaire — the third
wealthiest person in Chile — and is
principal shareholder in LAN airlines
and owner of Chilevision television.
His investments also include stakes
in Chile’s national champion soccer
team and an upscale Santiago hospital.
Already concerns have been voiced
about conflicts of interest, and he
will clearly be a pro-big business
president.

The election is being hailed by
some as a shift to the right — and
clearly the policies of the Pinera
government will represent that. At
a news conference called by leaders
of the Juntos Podemos Mas coali-
tion, Guillermo Teillier, one of the
newly elected Communist members
of Parliament, said, “This is indisput-
ably bad news for Chile and for Latin
America ... and will not bring more
democracy, equality, or social justice.”

However, even a cursory look
reveals that Pinera’s victory was not
due to a rightward shift in Chileans’
politics — starting with the fact that
in the first round, the three centre-left
candidates’ combined vote totalled 56
percent, and the outgoing president,
socialist Michelle Bachelet has an 80
percent approval rating.

So what did happen?

First, Pinera campaigned as a
moderate, and pledged to expand the
Concertacion’s health-care and jobs
programs for the middle class and
poor. He also vowed to help small
businesses and boost investment in
state-owned Codelco, the world’s larg-
est copper producer. He has pledged
to respect human rights and disavows
any support for the anti-democratic
legacy of the Pinochet years.

Two, the widespread dissatisfac-
tion with the Concertacion was at
least partly due to its pro-corporate,
privatisation (neoliberal) growth
model. The deal that was worked out
in the transition from the dictatorship
explicitly excluded the left and relied
on power sharing with the right.
Despite being one of the wealthier
countries of Latin America, Chile
has the widest gulf between rich and
poor, which has sharpened, given the
private control of water, pensions,
unemployment compensation, health
care and education.

Numerous corruption scandals in
the government and concerns about
crime were also big issues for voters.

Another obvious factor that
allowed Pinera to win was that the
opposition was split, and included a
new and unknown quantity in the can-
didacy of Marco Enriquez Ominami,
who campaigned as an independent
alternative to the traditional left, and
appealed to younger voters.

During the run-off campaign,
Ominami was slow to support Frei,
and when he finally did so, he asked
his supporters to vote for “the one
who was president before,” and only
referred to Frei by name when talk-
ing about candidates “of the past,” in
which category he included Pinera.

Finally, Chile’s electoral system
was rigged during the dictatorship
to favour the right. Election districts
were wildly gerrymandered to protect
right-wing representation, and the
system was set up to prevent par-
ticipation by small party candidates,
and those aligned with social move-
ments. And over the 20 years of the
Concertacion’s rule, alienation from
politics, especially electoral politics,
had grown.

The victory in the first round elec-
tion (December 13) of three leading
Communists, who did an end run
around the restrictive electoral sys-
tem by putting forward a combined
list with Concertacion candidates in
a number of Congressional districts,
goes against the notion of a shift to
the right.

In the initial news conference
press statement, Teiller declared
that their focus will be the 12 point
program put forth by the left and
accepted by Frei during the campaign,
which calls for a new Constitution,
the nationalisation of water, greater
attention to and resources for
health care and education, halting

Sebastian Pinera.

privatisation, increasing labour and
democratic rights, including for
Chile’s Indigenous peoples, and the
protection and retention of the profits
from Chile’s resources and especially
its copper industry.

“The main thing,” said Teiller,
“will be to continue to fight for work-
ers’ rights.”

Another major concern is the
“truth and justice process,” which
includes allowing the many cases
involving Pinochet-era human rights
abuses still in the court system to be
resolved.

Teiller underscored the impor-
tance of the December election
results, calling these “partial victories
in the struggle against exclusion,”
and which will allow it to “continue
to struggle against exclusion and
for democratic reforms, now both
from within the Parliament as well
as through the mobilisation of the
people.”

People’s Weekly World &

The immigrants’ long march

David Brooks

On January 1, Latin American
immigrant students in the United
States set off on the “Trail of
Dreams,” a walk of almost
2,500 kilometres from Miami to
Washington DC, for the dignity of
their community, with the demand
of immigration reforms to end the
separation of families, deportations
and subhuman living conditions
in the shadows for more than 12
million undocumented immigrants.
“We’re going to walk to share
our stories nationwide, and with
the message of ending the separa-
tion of families and the suffering,”
commented Juan Rodriguez, one
of the participants, who came
from Colombia with his family
at the age of six. He spoke with
the La Jornada newspaper by tel-
ephone from Miami as he was pre-
paring to begin the walk.
“| think that people want free-
dom, economic freedom, political

freedom, but the opposite is hap-
pening here: we are living in the
shadows. With this walk, we are
announcing that we are coming out
of the shadows. We know that we
are running a risk (being detained
and even deported, given that sev-
eral of the marchers are undocu-
mented and will be passing through
anti-immigrant areas), but we don’t
want to live in fear anymore,”
affirmed Felipe Matos, 24, another
participant who came to the United
States from Brazil 10 years ago.

The four participants who are
committed to walking the entire dis-
tance are student activists in immi-
grant rights’ movements. They plan
to walk through Florida, Georgia,
South Carolina, North Carolina and
Virginia and arrive in Washington
on May 1, where they hope to join
thousands of immigrants who will
be demonstrating, marking a date
that has become immigrants’ day as
a result of mobilisations in recent
years.

As they pass through towns and
cities, the students will hold forums
and meetings to exchange stories
and generate solidarity, while other
immigrant students, religious fig-
ures, trade unionists, community
organisers and sympathisers will
join in to accompany the four for a
distance.

Several of them, who face
difficult situations because they
are undocumented, and other
“legal” ones who have relatives
or friends in those circumstances,
from Mexico, Central America and
other countries, have committed to
accompany them along different
stages of the long trip.

The initiative came out of the
Students Working for Equal Rights
organisation, along with the Florida
Immigrant Coalition and national
groups advocating immigration
reforms.

Granma @

Although Pinera

campaigned as a moderate,
his coalition (Alliance for Chile)
includes former supporters

of the Pinochet dictatorship.

Haliti:

Trade union
assistance arrives

In the wake of the earthquake
in Haiti, the International Trade
Union Confederation (ITUC)
launched a trade union appeal
for humanitarian support for
the victims in cooperation with
its regional organisation for the
Americas, TUCA. Funds raised
under the appeal are primarily
being used to supply humanitarian
assistance to the ITUC’s Haitian
affiliate, the CTH, via its affili-
ates in the Dominican Republic,
CASC, CNTD and CNUS. Trade
unions around the world are also
organising campaigns to raise
funds for Haiti.

Starting in the first few hours
after the earthquake, the Dominican
organisations sent food, water and
medicines to Port-au-Prince. The
contribution dispatched immedi-
ately by the ITUC has been added
to the donations that they and their
professional federations managed to
collect. Everything is being trans-
ported to Haiti, including to the
CTH training centre, whose build-
ing is still standing.

It has been a refuge for dozens
of affected workers and a distribu-
tion centre for food rations and
medical aid. Two ambulances were
sent there by solidarity organisa-
tions, with medicine and skilled
medical personnel, who have since
been replaced by other teams.

The disaster monitoring
committee set up by the three

Dominican trade union centres is
working round the clock on this
operation. A convoy of four trucks
coordinated with the Dominican
National Transport Federation
transported food, water and medi-
cal equipment. The trade union
delegation was met and assisted
at the border by Haitian trade
unionists, before travelling on to
Port-au-Prince.

This convoy was closely fol-
lowed by another, containing medi-
cal personnel and volunteers. The
humanitarian agencies operating in
Port-au-Prince have been contacted
to ensure that the centre is included
in the distribution lists for supplies.
Haitian trade unions have recently
been involved in the government
committee in charge of coordinat-
ing aid distribution. They are also
liaising with their Labour Minister
in response to the emergency.

ITUC general secretary Guy
Ryder said: “This trade union
operation is still at the humanitarian
emergency stage. Decent work must
be central to the reconstruction
efforts. In particular, there will need
to be a focus on the importance
of new development mechanisms
favouring green jobs. In the mean-
time, the ITUC is appealing to com-
panies in areas unaffected by the
earthquake to continue operating
and thereby to safeguard existing
jobs.” &
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“Humanity cannot be divided”:
Gaza shows solidarity with Haiti

Rami Almeghari

“We have been living a man-made
disaster actually for the past 62
years,” said Palestinian parliamen-
tarian Jamal al-Khudari, a chair-
man of the Gaza-based Committee
to Break the Siege. “We would like
to send out a message of solidarity
to the people of Haiti, who are now
facing a natural disaster. Despite
the harsh conditions Gaza people
live under here — the Israeli block-
ade and military actions — people
here sent symbolic assistance to
their brothers and sisters in Haiti.”

The committee collected a sym-
bolic amount of food and some cash
donations for earthquake-stricken
Haiti, where tens of thousands have
been killed and countless others have
been injured and displaced.

Here in Gaza, the Israeli occupa-
tion’s measures — including the block-
ade that has been imposed for more
than two and a half years now — have
had their own devastating impact.

“As a humanitarian worker here, |
can say that it has been really amazing
to see that some needy people includ-
ing women and children, wanting to
deliver food, toys, clothes and cash
to disaster-affected people in Haiti.

The scene in front of the office for
the International Committee of the
Red Cross in Gaza was really amaz-
ing,” Gaza City resident Hussam al-
Madhoun told The Electronic Intifada.

However, for some in Gaza, the
lack of attention paid by the “inter-
national community” to their plight
leaves a bitter taste.

Fatima al-Helou, a mother of
three children, expressed her full
solidarity for those currently suffer-
ing in the impoverished island but
added, “I think that the world that
is now supporting the Haiti region,
should also help Gazans get rid of a
three-year-old Israeli siege on Gaza.
Humanity cannot be divided. | defi-
nitely sympathise with those currently
suffering in Haiti, but I also call upon
the international community to help
me, for | am suffering as well.”

Since June 2007, Israel has
enforced a nearly hermetic closure of
Gaza’s border crossings, preventing
the free movement of both people
and goods, only opening the border
intermittently.

According to international aid
agencies, Israel has allowed only
42 trucks of raw building materials
into the coastal enclave during 2009,
despite that several thousand homes,

governmental buildings, schools
and mosques were destroyed during
Israel’s attack on Gaza last winter.
More than 1,400 were killed and
thousands more were injured during
the three-week-long attack.

Israel’s siege has had a devas-
tating impact on Gaza’s economy.
Ninety-five percent of local industries
in the region have been forced to shut
down, the unemployment rate has
risen to more than 60 percent, while
more than 80 percent of Gaza’s 1.5
million residents are dependent on
food aid.

Despite Gaza’s own dire situation,
there are those anxious to show their
solidarity and empathy with Haiti.

Yaser al-Yazji, a lawyer with the
Ramallah-based Palestinian Authority,
said, “We hope to collect [donations]
as best as we can to help the people
of Haiti. We do feel sad for the peo-
ple of Haiti as they have been killed
or displaced, the way we are being
affected by the Israeli occupation. As
earthquakes kill or displace thousands
of people, the Israeli occupation does
the same to us.”

Rami Almeghari is a journalist
and university lecturer based in
the Gaza Strip.
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Here in Gaza, the Israeli occupation’s measures have had their own devastating impact.

Orange Revolution fades

Ukrainian voters took part in the
first round of presidential elections
on January 17. As there was no
clear winner the second round will
take place on February 7.

The two candidates left to
fight it out are Yulia Tymoshenko,
the current Prime Minister, and
Victor Yanukovich representing the
Regional Party.

It was only six years ago that
the so-called Orange Revolution
in the Ukraine saw thousands
of people camping in the centre
of the capital Kiev in massive
support for the pro-western Victor
Yushchenko and his side-kick Yulia
Tymoshenko.

The world-best specialists in
organising “democratic” and “free”
elections had been employed to
install Yushchenko. Money was no
object and great was the jubilation
afterwards.

Six short years later — and
Victor Yushchenko finished up
with 5.45 percent of votes — a fair
outcome considering a severe the
crisis in economy, plummeting
living standards, unemployment,
corruption and chauvinism. It is
the worst result ever recorded for a
sitting president.

The population of the Ukraine
is about 50 million — 17 percent is
Russian. One of the most divisive
results of Yushchenko’s time in
power was a deliberate policy of
splitting up the population along
ethnic lines and setting ethnic
groups against each other.

The pro-Western policies of
the Yushchenko administration,
open hostility towards Russia and
a concerted push to join NATO (60
percent of the population is against
NATO membership) combined
with harsh economic situation

have not proved to be a winning
formula.

“Russia has not offered any
support to any candidates in the
Ukrainian elections, but we do
see that all the likely winners are
people who take a more realistic
view of cooperation with Russia
[than Yushchenko],” sais Andrei
Klimov, deputy chair of the Russian
State Duma’s international affairs
committee.

“l am quite certain that after
these elections, Russian-Ukrainian
relations will improve markedly,”
he said.

Total turnout for the elections
was 62.02 per cent.

There were 16 contenders in
the first round but only two will be
taking part in the second round on
February 7.

They are Viktor Yanukovich
and Yulia Tymoshenko. &

Despite Gaza’s own dire situation,
there are those anxious to show their
solidarity and empathy with Haiti.

Global Briefs

UN: The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues last
week issued a report, unprecedented for the world body, dem-
onstrating low life expectancy and extreme poverty affecting
most indigenous people. “State of the World's Indigenous
Peoples” comes as the United Nations studies progress toward
the Millennium Development Goals targeted for 2015. The
document identified loss of land and extrajudicial killings as
prevalent violations of the 2007 UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples, approved by 143 nations, not includ-
ing the United States and Canada. Forum spokespersons told
reporters that private companies aided by governments move
Indigenous peoples off their land, often illegally, for the sake of
large dams, mining and lumber operations, and tourist projects.

GREAT BRITAIN: Unions are promoting discussion aimed at
adopting a system of proportional representation for House of
Commons elections. The Trades Union Congress (TUC) has
published a pamphlet, Getting It Proportion? Trade Unions
and Electoral Reform, arguing its case. Introducing the pam-
phlet, TUC general secretary Brendan Barber noted that the
system presently “encourages the major parties to concentrate
their efforts in marginal seats,” with “core voters” being tak-
en for granted. Demands for change rise from the recent MP
expense scandal, declining voter turnout, the rise of third par-
ties, undue influence of rich donors, and governments formed
with scanty popular support. “As the largest mass democrat-
ic organisations in our society” unions are strategically placed
to help “reinvigorate our political system,” explains the TUC.

MONGOLIA: President Elbegdorj Tsakhia announced on
January 14 his imposition of a moratorium on the death pen-
alty. Recommending 30-year jail sentences in place of
executions, he noted, “The majority of the world’s coun-
tries have chosen to abolish the death penalty. We should
follow this path.” A permanent ban, however, will be up to
Mongolia’'s parliament, presently controlled by the presi-
dent’'s political opposition. Elbegdorj has commuted three
death sentences since taking office in May. Crimes punish-
able by death include treason, espionage and certain cases of
rape. The government tightly controls information on carrying
out the death penalty. According to Amnesty International, nine
prisoners were awaiting execution as of July 2009.

ARGENTINA: Miners at a high-altitude, open-pit silver and gold
mining operation last week gained a 23 percent wage increase,
return of unpaid wages, and recognition of both their union,
Organisation of Argentinean Miners (OSMA), and 10-person
union negotiating team. And, crucially, Barrick Gold Corporation
acknowledged José Leiva's role as OSMA secretary gener-
al and returned him to his job. Canadian-based Barrick Gold,
the world’s largest gold mining corporation, has mines in 27
countries. Workers at the Veladero mine formed their union on
June 30, 2009. Barrick Gold responded a month later by fir-
ing Leiva. In December, 200 workers went on strike to force
his court-ordered reinstatement. Their walkout and mounting
national and international union pressure brought Barrick Gold
to heel. Within days, negotiations began, and the strike ended.
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Urgent ideological
task

Although | don’t read every
issue of The Guardian, some have
recently discussed the anniversary
of the Berlin Wall’s falling, along
with the collapse of socialism in all
the countries of Eastern Europe.

The important social gains of
these countries have been discussed,
as has the treachery of a political
leadership which surrendered these
gains to embrace capitalism.

What has been glaringly absent is
any profound analysis of the reasons
socialism collapsed.

If we are Marxists lets conduct a
Marxist analysis.

| believe there is no more urgent
ideological task than this. Every issue
of The Guardian should discuss it.

Nobody has perfect answers, but
the one thing we know for sure is
that until we learn from history we
will repeat it.

The working class (and many
friends/supporters of the CPA) will
not support us in the future until we
come to terms with the profound
mistakes of the past.

Nick Rawson
NSW

Dialectical politics

In this article, | want to criticise
The Guardian. Not so much in the
quality of its work, but in its bland
method of presentation that does
not give adequate expression to
its content.

We are going through what is
possibly the most decisive period of
human history and the readers of the
paper must be prepared to meet the
challenges of this time. We need to
be a party of action and not just one
of interpreting contemporary events.
I would not agree that the message
of The Guardian fully expresses this.

We must be consumed with a
holy wrath at what is happening at
this time. We must be fully aware
and vigilant to the antics of America’s
ruling class. Because of the undoubted
successes of many of the world’s
nations towards Socialism does not
mean that all is well and we can pause
and rest on our laurels. As | said, we
are a party of action and must always
remember this, for it is only through
action that we can show our present
credibility. The bourgeoisie are not
yielding one inch but is changing
its tactics.

What has happened in the auto
industry was to deliberately sack the
workers. Numbers of workers were
made redundant and the only future
for them is to be enrolled in the armed
forces and for the auto plants to be
converted into arms manufacturers.

Note that the aircraft industry sup-
plies arms, like Grumann, Lockheed
and Northrop amongst other cor-
porations are not suffering by the
economic crisis.

This process can only be halted
by all of the Socialist countries and
the non-aligned nations and all other

nations combining together under the
unifying call to abolish the cult of war
and everything associated with it, or
suffer the consequences of massive
or complete sanctions imposed by
all these nations on those who do not
comply with it.

We must forge iron chains of
solidarity which are strong enough
to ensure that, the unity formed,
surmounts all differences between
countries, paving the way towards a
world of peace and harmony. Can this
all be achieved? Yes, provided that
the cement binding all the world is
formed by most conscious members
of the working class. There is no
other way to ensure that there will
be a future for all of us. Go forward
and claim your prize.

Frank Wilson
Vic

Must read book

All members of the Party and
every Australian citizen should
read “Slipped Through the Net”.
This inspiring story of the life of
Des Donley is an eye opener to the
iniquitous behaviour of generations
of church, government and the
white population in their relations
with the Aboriginal people.

His upbringing, working life,
trade union activities and his
membership of the Communist Party,
make this required New Year reading.

Full marks to author Elly Inta,
and the support given by Hannah
Middleton and Denis Doherty to
facilitate the publication of this
intriguing story.

Phyllis and Cameron Johnson

Adelaide

people, lies in ruins.

Email: office@apheda.org.au
Send Cheque to:

Union Aid Abroad — APHEDA
Level 3, 377 Sussex Street
Sydney NSW 2000

Peter Jennings on
02 9264 9343 or 0409 047 353

HAITI APPEAL

On Tuesday January 12, the small Caribbean nation of Haiti was hit by a
magnitude 7 earthquake. The capital of Port-au-Prince, a city of three million

The Red Cross estimates that 50,000 people could lie dead in the ruins,
although other estimates put the dead at four times that number.

With almost all infrastructure, government and civil society destroyed, search
and rescue efforts for missing victims is difficult and relief efforts for the
survivors is beset with problems of distribution.

While Union Aid Abroad — APHEDA - does not have any projects or staff in
Haiti, many unions in the USA and Canada have long experience of working
in Haiti, and through their Solidarity Aid Arms, have launched appeals.

Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA has worked with the Canadian Auto Workers
Social Justice Fund for many years now, commencing with their assistance to
East Timor through Union APHEDA almost a decade ago.

Any funds raised in this appeal for Haiti will be directed to the relief efforts
being undertaken by the Canadian Auto Workers and other Canadian unions.

To make a donation, please :-
Phone: Contact Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA on 1800 888 674

For further information, please contact
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A one term
president?

At the 2007 International Meeting
of Communist and Workers’
Parties in Minsk, which I attended,
the US delegate surprised more
than just me with his announce-
ment that the CPUSA had “put the
class struggle on hold” until Bush’s
conservatives were defeated.

No one quarrelled with the idea
that the defeat of the neocons (as the
Americans call their present crop of
big business reactionaries) should be
the top priority for the Left in the USA
at that time. But surely securing that
defeat must be an integral part of the
class struggle and not something that
can be set apart from it?

In any case, the CPUSA threw
itself wholeheartedly into uncritical
support for the Obama campaign
(their delegate in Minsk was never
seen without his “Obama in 08” cap).

Such uncritical support left little
room for analysis of Obama’s policies
let alone any meaningful examina-
tion of what would be needed to put
them into effect. Abroad, rejoicing
at Obama’s victory was tempered by
awareness of his ruling class precepts
and memories of how circumscribed
Jimmy Carter had been when he
tried to introduce even a few mildly
progressive policies (on Cuba, for
example).

Carter’s foreign policy had been
deliberately (and thoroughly) sabo-
taged by the intelligence community
and the Pentagon working together,
backed up domestically by a very
hostile media.

And we can already see the begin-
ning of the undermining of the Obama
presidency. Newspaper articles and
television “examinations” of how “the
honeymoon is over” have paved the
way. And now the Republicans have
captured Edward Kennedy’s blue
ribbon Democrat Senate seat — on a
platform of opposing national health
care. The private health care industry,
terrified by the popularity of Obama’s
campaign promise to introduce a
national health care scheme, has
poured prodigious amounts of money
into a campaign of their own, to dis-
credit the very concept of a public
health system.

One would think that it was
already scandalous enough that the
richest country in the world does not
have a publicly-funded health care
system. We must remember, however,
that at least since the end of WW?2,
Americans have been fed an unend-
ing stream of propaganda equating
“free enterprise” with freedom and
democracy.

In truth, “free enterprise” is
merely a euphemism for private
profit-making, but few Americans
would regard private profit-making
as something to emblazon on their
banner, still less something to die
for! Hence the promotion of the term
“free enterprise”.

As a term, “free enterprise” is not
only woolly, it has the added advan-
tage of being non-class. After all, most
practitioners of free enterprise are
bosses of one sort or anther, but the
way the propagandists of capitalism
use the term you’d think it applied to
employees as well. But that it assur-
edly does not.

As President Obama knows all
too well, the ordinary working stiffs
of America do not share in the perks
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Obama on the campaign trail with actor Robert De Niro.

of the boss class, nor is the boss class
about to let them, either. If Obama is
to bring about any significant change
in the US — and his election was,
after all, a mandate for change — he
is going to have to do it within the
restrictive confines of monopoly
capitalism.

Already, he seems to be caught
in the coils of US imperialism’s
aggressive schemes and stratagems:
intensifying the war in Afghanistan,
expanding US power in the Caribbean,
pouring truckloads of public money
into the same super-rich banks whose
credit policies unleashed the financial
crisis in the first place, backing the
US oil giants just about everywhere.

Those who elected him in the
expectation that he would reverse
the policies of George W Bush must
be feeling very let down. Their anger
and disappointment is fuelling the

backlash that the bourgeois media is
so gleefully reporting.

Perhaps some at least of those
who voted for anti-health care
Republican Scott Brown in Ted
Kennedy’s old Senate seat, did not
so much vote against the Democrats’
health care bill as vote against
President Obama.

If that is the case, then there is
hope for the Obama presidency yet.
If Obama can demonstrate that he is
in fact standing up to the big corpora-
tions — if only to some of them — and
that he is not the willing tool (or even
the prisoner) of the military-industrial
complex, then he may regain the sup-
port of the American people.

But right now, he is looking more
and more like a one-term president,
more famous for what he failed to
achieve than what he did. Such an out-
come would have a very demoralising

effect on the American electorate,
which pinned such high hopes on
its first African-American president.

However, all is not yet lost:
Obama has three more years to go,
and if he is willing — and able — to
marshal the support of the working
people of the USA, he can still fulfil
at least some of their expectations.

Despite the support of the
CPUSA, Obama was never a social-
ist, or even a left-winger. Within the
reactionary political climate of the
USA, his mildly progressive views
appeared more revolutionary than
they really were.

Nevertheless, if with the support
of the US labour movement, he gets
that chance to carry out even this
very limited program, it will still
have a profound effect on the USA’s
institutions and people. &
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Sat 6 February

ature documentaries usually

fall into two categories: those
that try to give the viewer a clear,
informative look at nature (think
David Attenborough) and those that
concentrate on the people pursuing,
researching or photographing the
nature in question (think almost any
nature program involving aqualungs).

Whale Shark (ABC1 Sunday
January 31 at 7.30pm) falls into
the latter category, but for once the
approach works. This is partly due
to the inherent interest of the subject
matter. These giant fish are gentle
filter feeders, but have been seriously
over fished. They are also frequently
run down by passing ships, giving
them less chance of growing to matu-
rity: whale sharks now are on average
two metres shorter than they were a
century ago.

This program from the BBC
makes a good case for an interna-
tional program to protect the whale
shark. And in its sequence shot in the
Seychelles, shows how to get tourists
to provide the labour power for under-
funded scientific research.

he Great Wall of China is
very long — 3000 miles, in
fact — and the film The Great Wall Of
China (ABC1 Monday February 1
at 8.40pm) is appropriately also very

long (one and three quarter hours,
in fact).

A mixture of documentary and
dramatisation, it tells the story of
the Great Wall from before its con-
struction, when the Ming Dynasty’s
conscripted army comprised farmers
armed with hoes and pitchforks and
the country was constantly harried by
raiding bands of Mongol horsemen.

The Wall (really a line of forts
joined by a wall) was the brainchild
of General Qi, and the program fol-
lows his development first of a new
model professional army and then
his construction of the Great Wall (a
task equivalent to building 15 Great
Pyramids).

Although never finished, the
Wall was a great success, but Qi was
eventually brought down by palace
intrigue, and the Wall was ultimately
breached without a shot being fired,
to allow the Manchu empire to march
in and take over China.

The British-made program was
given every co-operation by Chinese
authorities and is mercifully (and
refreshingly) free of any anti-China
propaganda. The US and British aca-
demics who appear are learned and
informative, and one, Professor Wang
Tao from London’s School of Oriental
and African Studies, is obviously very
chuffed at the historic achievements
of the Chinese people as evidenced
by the Wall.

he titular presenter of Kevin

McCloud’s Grand Tour
Of Europe (ABC1 Tuesdays from
February 2 at 8.30pm) is more
familiar to us from Grand Designs,
showing off new and often innova-
tive homes built by British yuppies.
But in his new series, he follows in
the tracks of “one of his heroes”, the
English architect Inigo Jones as he
went on the “grand tour” so popular
with toffs in the 18th century.

McCloud’s interest, like Inigo’s,
is in architecture, but links it to the

Whale Shark (ABC1 Sunday January 31 at 7.30pm) — Mark Meekan face to face with a whale shark

art and culture of time and place, as
well as showing how the influences
then manifested themselves back
home in England.

It’s an interesting and enjoyable
tour.

Evolutionary changes occur

slowly over long periods of
time, as small incremental changes
build up to a major, substantial
change. At least, that is generally
believed to be the case. But a National
Geographic scientist investigating
a find of fossilised bones in a cave
on a tiny island in the Palau group
(more than 1,000 kilometres out in
the Pacific) seems to have found
evidence suggesting that in the right
conditions, evolution can go much
faster than originally thought.

The Mystery Skulls Of Palau
(ABC1 Tuesday February 2 at
9.30pm) recreates the original dis-
covery and then follows the scientific
team that goes to the island to inves-
tigate the bones. Originally believing
the bones to be ancient, further dis-
coveries show them to be relatively
modern, but each new discovery raises
more questions.

The research is obviously a work
in progress, but the questions raised
so far are intriguing enough to make
one eager to see the next stage of this
investigation.

new series (the 13th!) of

Silent Witness starts this
week (ABC1 Fridays from February
5 at 8.35pm) the crime show involv-
ing forensic British pathologists Leo,
Harry and Nikki starts this week and
for a while it looks like Leo (William
Gaminara) is being written out. He is
attacked and hovers on the brink of
death for the latter part of the episode.
When the fadeout comes he is still only
just hanging on, but I fear it is only a
device to build sympathy for the most
uninteresting character in the show.

The episode itself includes a very
dogged female insurance investigator,
fraud, murder, forgery, theft of medi-
cal records, and a murderer who gets
away with it. It’s even got sex.

pisode nine of Ken Burns’
excellent documentary series
The National Parks: America’s Best
Idea (ABC1 Friday February 5 at
6.05pm) deals mainly with three
seemingly unrelated matters: that its

wildlife was at least as important to
a national park as its scenery; that a
large flat expanse of saw grass and
swamp like the Everglades was a
legitimate subject to be made a nation-
al park despite its lack of mountains,
waterfalls or canyons; and the New
Deal’s Civilian Conservation Corps,
which put unemployed youth to work
building National Park infrastructure
(giving them a wage to send home
to their families as well as a sense of
achievement — and in many cases,
along the way, an education).

The US Communist Party had
a significant input into the New
Deal’s social and industrial pro-
grams. Whereas today, US govern-
ment attempts to overcome some of
capitalism’s economic deficiencies are
predicated on handing over gobs of
public money to private banks, under
the New Deal the solution was seen
in expanded public works — providing
jobs, restoring dignity and serving the
people, all in one go.

Burns’ film doesn’t say it,
but he certainly shows the public
rather than private solution working
successfully. &
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The story of Melrose Desmond Donley

Taken from his mother at the age of six months, Des Donley
became a ward of state, in and out of foster homes and then on
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workforce, found girls, dancing, music and had a few drinks. He
became a union delegate, joined the Communist Party and spent
a life fighting for others. The fair skinned Des was in his 60s
when he learnt of his Aboriginality. He is still fighting, at the age
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Reflections by Comrade Fidel
Cooperation spirit

IS put to the test In Haitl
-‘

The news reported from Haiti
describe a great chaos that was to
be expected, given the exceptional
situation created in the aftermath
of the catastrophe. At first, a
feeling of surprise, astonishment
and commotion set in. A desire to
offer immediate assistance came
up in the farthest places of the
Earth. What assistance should be
sent — and how — to a Caribbean
nation from China, India, Vietnam
and other countries that are tens
of thousands of kilometres away?

The magnitude of the earthquake
and the poverty that exists in that
country generated at first some ideas
about probable needs, which gave
rise to all types of promises that are
possible in terms of resources that
later are attempted to be conveyed
through every possible way.

We Cubans understood that the
most important thing at that moment
was to save lives, and we are trained
not only to cope with catastrophes
like that, but also to cope with other
natural catastrophes related to human
health.

Hundreds of Cuban doctors were
working there, along with quite a
number of young Haitians of humble
origin, who had become well trained
health professionals, an area in which,
for many years now, we have been
cooperating with that neighbour-
ing and sister nation. Some of our
compatriots were on vacation, while
other Haitians were being trained or
studying in Cuba.

The destruction caused by the
earthquake exceeded all calculations:
the humble clay and adobe houses
— in a city with almost two million
inhabitants — could not stand. The
solid government facilities collapsed;
entire blocks of houses crumbled over
their tenants who, at that time of the
day — almost at dusk — were inside
their homes; and they were all buried,
dead or alive, under the rubble.

The streets were filled with people
claiming for help. The MINUSTAH
— the UN contingent — the govern-
ment and the police were left without
leaders or headquarters. Soon after
the earthquake, the main task of those
institutions made up by thousands of
persons was to know who were still
alive and where they were.

The immediate decision adopted
by the dedicated Cuban doctors who
worked in Haiti, as well as by the
young health professionals from Haiti
who had graduated in Cuba, was to
establish contact among them, know
about each other’s fate and wonder
what were the resources available to
assist the Haitian people in the midst
of this tragedy.

The Cuban doctors who were
on vacation in Cuba as well as the

[

Haitian doctors who were taking their
specialisation courses in our homeland
immediately readied themselves to
leave for Haiti. Other Cuban surgery
experts, who had accomplished
difficult missions, volunteered to
accompany them. Suffice it to say that
in less than 24 hours our doctors had
already assisted hundreds of patients.

The head of our medical brigade
reported to us, among other data, the
following:

“...the work that is being done
by our comrades is really commend-
able. The general opinion is that the
Pakistani earthquake has been put in
the shade — that was another huge
earthquake, and some of these doctors
worked there. In that country, many
a time our doctors assisted patients
with fractures whose bones were not
well knitted together, or who had
been crushed. But here reality has
exceeded the imaginable: amputations
abound, surgeries are being performed
virtually out in the public. This is the
image they envisaged of a war.

“...The ‘Delmas 33 Hospital’ is
already operational. It has three oper-
ating rooms, its own power generation
plants, doctors’ visits areas, etcetera,
but is absolutely full.

“Twelve Chilean doctors have
joined in. One of them is an
anesthesiologist. There are also eight
Venezuelan doctors and nine Spanish
nuns.

“Thirty two Haitian resident doc-
tors were sent in; six of them were
going straight to Carrefour, a place
that was totally devastated. Travelling
with them were also the three Cuban
surgical teams that arrived here
yesterday.

“...we are operating the fol-
lowing medical facilities at Port au
Prince: ‘La Renaissance’ Hospital;
The Social Insurance Hospital; The
Peace Hospital.

“...Four Comprehensive
Diagnostics Centres are already
working”.

This information gives only an
idea of the work that is being car-
ried out by the medical staff from
Cuba and those from other countries
working with them, who were among
the first to arrive in the country. Our
medical personnel are ready to coop-
erate and join forces with all other
health specialists who have been sent
to save lives in our sister nation. Haiti
could become an example of what
humankind can do for itself. The
possibility and the means exist; but
willingness is missing.

The longer it takes to bury or
incinerate the corpses and to distrib-
ute food and other vital supplies, the
higher the risks of epidemics and
social violence will be.

Haiti will put to the test the
endurance of the cooperative spirit
before egoism, chauvinism, ignoble
interests and contempt for other
nations prevail.

Climate change jeopardises the
whole of humankind. The earthquake
at Port au Prince, hardly three weeks
after the Copenhagen conference, is
reminding all of us how selfishly and
arrogantly we behaved then.

Countries are taking a close look
at all that is happening in Haiti. The
world’s public opinion and peoples’
criticisms will be ever harsher and
unforgiving.

Fidel Castro Ruz &

Haiti:

The world calls for
help, not for military
presence

While the planet has been shaken by Haiti since the
January 12 earthquake followed by powerful aftershocks,
the international community has firmly rejected the
American military presence in the Caribbean nation.

The French government told the UN that this is the time to
help not to invade the country in reference to the US stance
towards the Haitian situation. Even the European Union, as
a regional block, has encouraged the UN to define a strate-
gy for the distribution of the humanitarian aid reaching Haiti
given the obstacles set by the US military to the landing of
aircraft with aid in the Port-au-Prince airport.

Meanwhile, the rest of the world is in solidarity with the
Caribbean nation, where the number of people found dead
and buried amounts to 80,000, while the death toll is esti-
mated to be 200,000 victims.

Cuba has sent hundreds of health personnel to Haiti.

A call to be sensitive and sensible is a must in the case of
Haiti, in a moment when the government lacks both the
resources and infrastructure to deal with the situation as
most national emergency experts died during the earth-
guake and the country’s architecture was devastated. ©
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