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Bob Briton

By now the Federal Government 
should have its hands on a report on 
the aged-care sector conducted by 
Sydney economist Warren Hogan. 
The 18-month $7.2 million project 
is expected, among other things, 
to recommend that new residents 
entering high-care nursing homes 
be expected to produce $100,000 
up front as a bond for their 
accommodation and services.

This amount would be raised 
from the sale of or borrowing 
against the family home, if needs 
be.

The bond has been described as 
a “loan” from the residents to the 
nursing home operators to help them 
expand bed numbers and to “wean” 
the aged-care industry off its depen-
dence on Commonwealth subsidies. 
At least, that’s how the big players 
in the field and the mainstream 
media are selling the concept.

In fact, the “lenders” in this 
case would get less back than they 
loaned in the first place and would 
most likely only “collect” when 
they die!

It is anticipated that the pro-
posed scheme would parallel the 
one already in place for residents of 
low-care accommodation.

An amount of $3000 is drawn 
from the bond every year for the 
first five years and so nursing home 
residents get an $85,000 return on 
their $100,000 “loan”. No inter-
est on the “loan”, no allowance 
for inflation. Those who took out 
a mortgage on the family home to 
raise the $100,000 would also be 
paying out interest on that!

The Howard Government tried 
to impose the same policy in 1997 
but backed off in the face of public 
outrage. The media still refers to 
this as a “scare campaign” based 
on the fear that the most vulnerable 
elderly people would be forced to 

sell the family home in order to get 
the care that they needed.

The problem for the government 
and its media spin-doctors is that the 
fear was based on cold hard fact.

No doubt the government at that 
time thought that the proposal had 
all the classic elements of the wedge 
politics they love. Nobody gets hurt 
… immediately, that is. And the per-
ception that those people expected 
to cough up can afford it! The 
government would like us to equate 
owning the family home with being 
“asset-rich”. They also want us 
to think that the only ones to lose 
out would be the children of the 
deceased residents – greedy “baby-
boomers” just waiting to get their 
hands on the parents’ property: such 
is the contempt of the government 
for ordinary working class people.

The Hogan report is also expect-
ed to recommend greater freedom 
for home operators to set their own 
prices and for the auctioning of the 
licences currently issued by the 
Commonwealth to run facilities. It 
would also allow different levels 
of care based on a resident’s abil-
ity to pay. The whole thrust of the 
recommendations is reported to be 
for an extension of the deregulated, 
user-pays path we have been travel-
ling along in aged care throughout 
the ’90s.

Taking an each-way bet, Prime 
Minister Howard has, well, sort of 
ruled out the idea of a bond. “It’s 
not part of our policy. I don’t nor-
mally support things that aren’t part 
of our policy”, he told the Herald 
Sun last week.

The Labor leader also sounds 
less than emphatic. “We’ve opposed 
that policy in the past and … while 
you always have a process, you look 
at these reports”, Mark Latham told 
ABC Premium News.

The reality is that the govern-
ments of countries like Australia 
are being told by their controllers 

that spending $4.3 billion a year on 
subsiding nursing homes is not on! 
Growing profits (from the aged care 
“industry” and taxation) and greater 
productivity are not going to be 
squandered on an ageing population 
while big capital is in the driver’s 
seat.

And as the aged care final 
solution – corporate operators 
of nursing homes accessing the 
financial markets and selling their 

high-cost product on an open 
market – is being implemented, 
the existing arrangements are being 
run down.

Another cold hard fact: last year 
Commonwealth funding to nursing 
homes increased by just 2.2 per cent 
while the CPI is put conservatively 
at 3.3 per cent and the number of 
aged is on the rise.

Bed occupancy rates are at 
an extremely high 96 per cent – a 

situation that gives elderly people 
little choice of accommodation. 
Declining profitability under the 
current arrangements saw the 
Salvation Army close 15 of its 42 
nursing homes earlier this month.

The government is due make its 
decisions on the report by the time 
of Budget in May. Get ready for a 
lot of tough talk about “intergener-
ational” and demographic issues in 
the coming months. J

Howard’s aged care policy

In debt for life

In fact, the “lenders” in this case
would get less back than they loaned
in the first place and would most likely
only “collect” when they die!

Politically wrecked families
Philip McLaren

Mark Latham asks where are 
the parents of the rioting kids at 
Redfern. I’d ask him where are the 
parents of these parents? They were 
the children deliberately stolen, 
demoralised and socially crushed 
by our government. And you expect 
them to behave like you?

I’m not sure but I think Mark 
Latham knew and loved his par-
ents, was comforted by them and 
perhaps was even read stories 

by them at bedtime before being 
tucked in and kissed goodnight.

As a group, Aboriginal parents 
have to endure one of the highest 
infant mortality rates, lowest adult 
life expectancy, highest incidence 
of blindness, highest incidence of 
diabetes, highest unemployment 
rate, most arrested, most convicted, 
most deaths in police custody, most 
illiterate and lowest poverty level 
of any people in any developed 
country in the world.

I question what he might do 

about this neglect if he is elected 
Prime Minister? One hopes he 
won’t feed us any more simplistic 
Hanson-like sweeping statements.

It appears the plan worked. If 
they survive at all, the parents of 
the Redfern kids are the anxiety 
ridden, demoralised citizens of 
Australia our politicians very sin-
isterly sought.
Philip McLaren is an Aboriginal, 
an internationally published 
author, born and raised in 
Redfern. J



2 The Guardian
February 25 2004 3The Guardian

February 25 2004

The Guardian
No 1172          February 25, 2004

PRESS FUND
Who deserves Australian medals? Sporting heroes? Mmh, maybe. 
What about volunteers? Last year was the International Year of the 
Volunteer, but there doesn’t seem to have been any special emphasis 
on them in the latest New Year’s Honours list. And what about Press 
Fund contributors? At The Guardian we consider they all deserve 
a medal! Your contributions are so important to The Guardian as 
it takes up the struggle for the rights of working people. So send us 
something for the next issue. This week our grateful thanks go to the 
following, for their kind contributions:
M Braine $20, J Innes $20, M Power $20. 
This week’s total: $60. Progressive total: $2160

Who defends
our national interests?

Prime Minister Howard and his Ministers consistently 
claim that their policies are in Australia’s “national interest”.

We are told that the war in Iraq and the “war on terror-
ism” are in the national interest. The subsequent “terror laws” 
and keeping refugees out of Australia are claimed to be in the 
national interest. The expenditure of an extra $50 billion on 
military hardware is in the national interest. The Free Trade 
Agreement with the United States and the US alliance is also 
promoted making the same assertion.

The policies of Howard and his government are actually in 
the interests of only a tiny minority of the Australian people. 
In what way has the war in Iraq helped the Australian people? 
How does the purchase of huge quantities of sophisticated 
weapons help to make Australia secure when absolutely no 
country threatens Australia? How will war against China or 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea help the Australian 
people? How will the FTA help the working people of Australia 
when many will lose their jobs and some industries will be 
wiped out as a result of a flood of US imports?

The real national interest of the Australian people was 
expressed in the Australia-wide demonstrations that opposed 
Australian involvement in the war in Iraq and now oppose the 
scandalous expenditure of $43 million per day on armaments 
while Medicare and public education are starved of funds.

The real national interest is to be found in the policies of 
those who campaign for the strengthening of public educa-
tion and public health and the elimination of university fees. 
All of this could be easily funded were it not for the huge 
expenditures now being wasted on military hardware and the 
preparation for wars.

The wars against Yugoslavia, Afghanistan and Iraq, to men-
tion only the most recent, were all about power and the pursuit 
of the profit interests of the big corporations out to control the 
supply of oil and win military contracts.

Nationalism is also promoted and tied into the propaganda 
about “national interests”. It takes the form of beefing up the 
armed forces and their supposed exploits. Howard personally 
attends every possible military parade and anniversary.

While actually betraying Australia’s independence and 
sovereignty the Australian corporate ruling class and the 
daily media that they control, frequently talk about everything 
Australian being the “best in the world”. They ignore or 
down-play the abilities and achievements of other countries. 
Information about other countries is largely limited to Britain 
and the United States.

Some years ago the then CEO of General Motors remarked 
that “what is in the interests of General Motors is in the in-
terests of the US”. His remark illustrates the attempt of big 
business to identify its interests with those of everyone else in 
the country.

Karl Marx quoted, as a footnote to his monumental work 
Capital, the reality of capitalist greed and immorality: “Capital 
eschews no profit, or very small profit, just as Nature was 
formerly said to abhor a vacuum. With adequate profit, capital 
is very bold. A certain 10 percent will ensure its employment 
anywhere; 20 percent certain will produce eagerness; 50 percent, 
positive audacity; 100 percent will make it ready to trample on 
all human laws; 300 percent, and there is not a crime at which 
it will scruple, nor a risk it will not run, even to the chance of its 
owner being hanged. If turbulence and strife will bring a profit, 
it will freely encourage both. Smuggling and the slave-trade have 
amply proved all that is here stated.” (Marx-Engels Collected 
Works Vol 35 p748).

The cry about “national interests” coming from Howard & 
Co. is a fraud and the promotion of nationalism is a crime that 
divides the Australian people from the people of other coun-
tries. It breeds another crime – racism – that feeds on the idea 
of national superiority by one country over another.

The Communist Party stands for the interests of the work-
ing people of Australia – the overwhelming majority – and it 
is their interests that are truly national. Along with this goes 
belief in the common interests of all working people of all 
countries.

Money vs people power
Vic Williams

The developer Australand organised 
a group to disrupt a rally called 
by the Cockburn Coastal Action 
Committee (CCAC) in Western 
Australia to the take-over of public 
beaches to allow for the building 
of exclusive housing and a marina 
that would extend into the ocean. 
The project, Port Coogee, also 
includes the routing of the main 
coastal road over the area’s sensitive 
ridgeline as well as the failure of 
the developer to meet the 100-metre 
setback requirements of the WA 
Government’s coastal policy.

The developer’s supporters, 600 
of them, sported commercially made 
placards with such slogans as “Stop 
Professional Protesters”, while 3000 
CCAC supporters waved their own 
hand-made messages. It was money 
versus people power as the abusive 
behaviour of the Australand recruits 
contrasted with the peaceful nature 
of the CCAC rally.

Even though the CCAC had 
booked the site, the local author-
ity allowed the “carpet baggers” 
permission to hold a rival demon-
stration at the same venue starting 
30 minutes earlier. The Cockburn 

City Council played a dirty tricks 
campaign removing CCAC signs 
advertising the rally. Spokesperson 
for CCAC, Andrew Sullivan, said it 
demonstrated just how far this pro-
Port Coogee council was prepared 
to go, and was a real attack on free 
speech.

The land is highly contaminated 
by noxious industries cited in the 
area: fly ash from the power station, 

chromium and lead from tanner-
ies and organo-chlorine pesticides 
and hydrocarbons. Ground water 
remains polluted.

A local developer, Consolidated 
Marine Developments, has pur-
chased contaminated land from 
Shilkin Tanneries for less than $20 
per square kilometre. The going rate 
for coastal land is between $160 and 
$300 per square kilometre. J

Bob Briton

Last Thursday three Adelaide 
women who attended the World 
Social Forum (WSF) in Mumbai, 
India, in January summarised their 
experiences for a local audience 
gathered in the Pilgrim Church hall. 
All three presentations were infused 
with the enthusiasm that seems to 
have characterised the event. The 
slogan of the world gathering, that 
“Another World is Possible”, had 
obviously struck a chord with these 
participants.

Professor Fran Baum spoke 
about the discussions and declara-
tion coming from the forum on 
questions of public health. The 
ambitious and very general nature 
of the tasks set for world people’s 
movement was noticeable from 
the overheads. As related to health 
issues, these tasks include the defeat 
of corporate globalisation, the end 

of war and occupation and resis-
tance to privatisation.

A boycott of the benefactors 
of the war on Iraq is being devel-
oped and support was given to the 
million-signature campaign [visit 
www.TheMillionSignatureCamp
aign.org] demanding that the UN 
and the world’s governments give 
adequate funding for public health 
services.

Social planner Rochelle 
Woodley-Baker at first wondered 
about the relevance of her spe-
cialisation in a city of 20 million 
inhabitants where seven million 
sleep on the streets. During her pre-
sentation Rochelle showed images 
from a display on questions of 
social justice in India including an 
unforgettable one of a newborn on a 
heap of rubbish.

She came away impressed by 
the way so much common ground 
was found and communicated from 

such a diverse and large gathering. 
The size and variety can be gauged 
by the fact that a newspaper was 
produced on each of the five days of 
the event giving details of over 300 
workshops on offer daily!

Rochelle pointed out that an 
opposition “Mumbai Resistance” 
forum was set up near the WSF 
venue. This was brought together 
on a much narrower basis than the 
main gathering. Only those declar-
ing that socialism was the answer to 
the problems of capitalist globalisa-
tion could participate. Most left 
parties, including the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist), attended 
the broader main event.

Organisers of the “Mumbai 
Resistance” event accused the 
latest WSF of sidetracking activists 
into discussion and away from the 
type of direct action demonstrated 
in cities like Seattle. They further 
maintain that the WSF has been 
corrupted by accepting contribu-
tions for some costs from agencies 
of governments of various European 
countries, for example.

Ruth Russell attended the WSF 
as a representative of the Australian 
Peace Committee, the Quakers, the 
Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom and MEDACT. 
Last year Ruth went to Iraq as a 
human shield during the US inva-
sion of that country. She travelled 
to India for the forum with other 
delegates aboard the Japanese Peace 
Boat.

Among the discussions Ruth 
took part in was whole day work-
shop on strategies for the world 
peace movement. The emphasis was 
on the task of building capacities in 
the participants’ countries to prevent 
the slide to war and on methods for 
turning people into activists.

Questions from the audience 
reflected some of the debate that 
took place at the forum. There was 
a healthy and respectful discussion 
about whether socialism or efforts 
to re-regulate capitalism were ulti-
mately desirable. J

World Social Forum
reports in Adelaide

Rochelle Woodley-Baker
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Vic Williams

The Uruguayan registered vessel, the 
Maya V, arrived in Fremantle harbour, 
in WA, at 9am Sunday February 1, 
escorted from a point in the Indian 
Ocean by the Australian Navy frigate 
Warrunga. Its cargo is estimated at 150 
tonnes and initial inspection indicated 
Patagonian tooth fish worth around 
$2 million.

The Maya V was captured in 
late January in Australia’s exclusive 
economic zone around the remote 
Heard Island and MacDonald 
Islands by a boarding party of seven 
navy personnel. The vessel was put 
under control of a Navy steaming 
party, accompanied by Australian 
Fisheries Management Authority 
(AFMA) officers for the 3000 kilo-
metre passage to Fremantle.

The vessel is suspected of illegal 
fishing and AFMA will investigate. 
The Maya V’s vessel-monitoring 
system was not operating correctly 
and its position was 2000 nautical 
miles off course.

The Maya V had a crew of 41 
– Uruguayan, Chilean, plus work-
ers from other South American 
countries and Spain – as well as a 
Uruguayan government observer 
on board. It is believed to be 
Uruguayan registered and owned 
with Spanish connections.

One or two of the crew may 
have been previously apprehended. 
The maximum fine for individuals 
is $550,000, confiscation of the 
vessel and the catch and a possible 

jail term. The crew will be held at 
Leeuwin Barracks until the outcome 
of the case.

The vessel has been recently 
fitted with sophisticated radar. A 
source from the Coalition of Legal 
Tooth Fish Operators (COLTA) 
believe the vessel was seen previ-
ously in Walvis Bay, Namibia, and 
had a major refit in Galicia, north-
ern Spain last year.

He claimed that such equipment, 
used to detect approaching vessels, 
advertised their illegal intent. He 
believes it is better sunk as a dive 
wreck than sold only to end up back 
in the hands of poachers.

It is believed that illegal fish-
ing in the past took 10,000-14,000 
tonnes of fish per year and reduced 
the catch by 1000 tonnes per annum 
for the last five years.

Martin Exel of COLTA said that 
one illegal long line pulled in 60 
percent non-target fish. Fisheries 
Management requires that if a trawl 
catches more than 10 percent non-
target fish the vessel must to move 
to new ground.

A new AFMA ice-capable vessel 
will be deployed in the region in the 
new financial year to combat illegal 
fishing.

International 
implications

Countries that have exhausted 
their fisheries re-flag the ships to 
plunder fisheries in distant oceans. 
The Mediterranean cannot sup-

port the trawling fleets of the past. 
French, Russian and Spanish vessels 
can be assigned to flags of con-
venience and deployed in remote 
regions to fish unethically, raping 
the habitat.

The reference to Uruguayan 
ownership with Spanish connec-
tions, using Uruguayan flags and the 
Namibian port, points to an interna-

tional conspiracy. The Maya V is a 
typical Japanese or Taiwanese-built 
long-liner.

The cod and other fisheries have 
collapsed; Canadian and British ship 
owners must be very tempted. The 
fisheries of Japan, China, Taiwan and 
the Philippines are in serious trouble.

The Federal Government 
trumpeted the “capture” of the 

fishing vessel as “further proof of 
the determination of the Australian 
Government in protecting the 
nation’s sovereignty.”

Yet Australia’s sovereignty is 
being dished up on a plate to the US 
via military bases, missile shields, 
electronic surveillance, free trade 
agreement, economic and cultural 
imperialism. J

SA launch of Australian Friends of Palestine

The Maya V in Fremantle harbour

Poaching the Patagonian

“Ladies and gentlemen – I hope you 
can hear me up the back there – the 
aims of this association are, broadly 
speaking, the formation of a just 
peace in Palestine. There are some 
of you who have come this evening 
because you have an affinity with 
that aim. There will be others who 
have come from a desire to learn a 
bit more about this defining conflict 
of our time. There will be some who 
have a commitment to Israel who 
have come to ensure that their 
views may be heard. You are all 
welcome. So far as the last group 
is concerned, you are not in the 
wrong place.”

With these words, Paul 
Heywood-Smith QC started his 
impressive summary of the his-
tory of the dispossession of the 
Palestinians for the audience of 
about 100 people. The thoroughness 
of the presentation was reflected in 
every other aspect of the Adelaide 
launch of the Australian Friends of 
Palestine Association last Thursday 
at the Thebarton Neighbourhood 
House.

If success for an organisa-
tion can be guaranteed by having 
contacts in high places, this new 
association would appear to have a 
bright future. Senator Nick Bolkus 
was in the audience. So were state 
Members of Parliament Kris Hanna 
and Julian Stefani. Trade unions 
were well represented, also.

However, the aims of the 
Friends of Palestine are not restrict-
ed to engaging politicians and other 
office-holders. They want to be part 
of the type of broadly based move-
ment that swung the sympathies 
of the Australian people behind 
the cause of an independent East 

Timor in the face of government 
opposition.

The Friends are planning to 
reach out to communities with 
meetings and cultural projects. They 
also want to raise funds to support 
the considerable humanitarian needs 
of the Palestinians.

They will try to restore some 
measure of independence and good 
judgement in the Australian media 
in reporting the Israeli occupa-
tion of the Palestinians territories. 
Association secretary Dr Bassam 
Daly took time out to correct some 
of the spin put on reports fed by 
Israeli and US government sources 
for his listeners:

“A four metre concrete wall is 
not a ‘fence’. A full military assault 

with F-16 aircraft, Apache helicop-
ters and dozens of tanks is not an 
‘incursion’. Firing a missile at a car 
suspected of carrying a suspected 
militant in the most densely popu-
lated place on earth is not ‘targeted 
killing’.”

Clearly, there is a lot of work 
to do but last Thursday’s inaugural 
public meeting of the Australian 
Friends of Palestine took an impor-
tant first step.

The Australian Friends of 
Palestine can be contacted at:
PO Box 52
Greenacres SA 5086
Phone 04 1061 7357
Fax 08 8303 4367
Email bdally@chariot.net.au J

Howard uses
family support
as a political football
Peter Mac

It has been revealed that over the 
last year the Howard Government 
failed to implement two crucial 
plans to reduce the financial 
burdens for families receiving 
welfare support.

The first plan, the outcome 
of considerable pressure on the 
government to improve its miserly 
approach to struggling families, 
sought to address some of the dif-
ficulties experienced by families 
when a parent rejoins the workforce, 
such as inequities in access to child-
care and part-time work, and the 
sudden burden of extra taxation.

The plan offered:
• improved financial assistance 
after the first child;
• facilitation of access to part-time 
work for parents returning to paid 
work;
• improvement in access to paid 
child care for low and middle 
income families with more than one 
child;
• improvement in payments for par-
ents returning to the workforce; and 
an increase in payments for multiple 
child and single-income families.

Kay Patterson, the Minister for 
Family and Community Services, 
last week sang the praises of the 
government for devising the plan. 
“We’re always constantly looking 
at assisting families to balance 
work and family”, she declared 
proudly: However, the government 
approved the plan 15 months ago, 
kept it under wraps, delaying its 
implementation to a more politi-
cally opportune moment – certainly 
not before the 2003/2004 budget 

according to a leaked cabinet 
document.

Howard himself dismissed 
criticism of the government over its 
inactivity, declaring airily that they 
had just decided to assist families in 
other ways!

The delay will be able the gov-
ernment to use it as both a carrot 
and a stick for the coming election 
by promising to implement it after 
the election, while warning that it 
might not be introduced by a Labor 
government.

The second proposal concerns 
the repayment of millions of dol-
lars inadvertently paid out as 
excess family welfare payments. 
In September last year Howard 
asked the then Minister for Family 
and Community Services, Senator 
Vanstone, to report on ways to pre-
vent families incurring large welfare 
overpayment debts.

Vanstone now has a different 
portfolio, and it is not even known 
whether she actually formulated any 
proposals at all. What is clear, how-
ever, is that the government asked 
for the overpayment proposals to be 
drawn up for consideration by the 
cabinet “…in November/December 
2003, for consideration along with 
the possible work and family pack-
age”, according to another leaked 
document signed by Howard him-
self.

All of this indicates that the 
Howard Government has dodged its 
responsibility to support Australian 
families in need, and that it has been 
manipulating the electorate with the 
utmost cynicism, in order to gain 
an advantage in the coming federal 
elections. J Paul-Heywood Smith launches Australian Friends of Palestine
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Tom Pearson

After ignoring urgent warnings 
for many months from air traffic 
controllers and pilots – and a 
couple of near mid-air collisions 
– the national air traffic control 
agency, Airservices Australia, has 
now been forced to review the new 
“see-and-avoid” system it introduced 
in November last year.

The National Airspace System 
(NAS) allows light planes and com-
mercial passenger aircraft to share 
the same air space over a number of 
smaller airports and most domestic 
flight paths, without surveillance 
by air traffic controllers, relying 
instead on pilots monitoring other 
planes by sight.

Federal Transport Minister John 
Anderson oversaw the introduction 
of the system, singing its praises 
as world’s best practice. But last 
week Airservices Australia chief 
executive Bernie Smith admitted the 
agency had not itself done a proper 
analysis of NAS and had instead 
relied on information supplied by 
“other groups”.

“We should have done a 
full analysis ourselves”, he said. 
Claiming that there was no 
increased risk, Smith nonetheless 
admitted that the “fact that we 
didn’t follow the processes that we 
were legally required to certainly is 

something that poses a potential risk 
to the organisation”.

The new set-up is a direct result 
of the brainchild of another Smith, 
small aircraft pilot and business-
man, Dick, who in the 1990s at the 
behest of the then Keating Labor 
Government, introduced an oxymo-
ron called “affordable safety”. This 
involved cost-cutting through the 
introduction of a new national cen-
tralised radar system which replaced 
air traffic controllers at many of 
Australia’s airports.

This Government has continued 
along the same dangerous path, in 
part pandering to pressure groups 
within the aviation industry, includ-
ing the light aircraft lobby.

Even now, Airservices Australia 
is still in denial about the increased 
dangers, despite a number of inci-
dents, including last December’s 
near miss involving three aircraft 
– a Virgin Blue 737, a twin-engine 
Cessna and a medical flight – 55 
nautical miles from Melbourne. The 
737 was given clearance to descend 
into the new downgraded airspace, 
unaware of the other two aircraft.

The Cessna was then sand-
wiched between the two aircraft and 
about to enter the same airspace as 
the 737. Meanwhile, the 737’s col-
lision warning system, which gives 
pilots around 20 seconds to avoid a 
collision, automatically activated. It 

told the pilot to remain at the current 
flight level to avoid an imminent 
collision.

The Australian Air Traffic 
Control Association, Civil Air, said 
the incident was a direct result of 
the new airspace regime, and that 
controllers and pilots were under 
immense pressure because of it.

When Civil Air made its con-
cerns public and called for the 
suspension of the airspace system, 
Minister Anderson attacked the 
air traffic controllers, saying they 
were “scaremongering”. And even 
now that a review by the Australian 
Transport Safety Bureau has found 
the incident was caused by the new 
rules, Anderson is still saying, “I 
stand by my own conviction”.

Adding to this pressure is the 
widespread failure of the transpon-
ders that monitor light aircraft, 
failures that render them invisible to 
collision warning systems.

Following the Government’s 
line, Bernie Smith also rejected 
“speculation that a reversal of the 
changes is imminent”.

Back on December 31, 

Anderson also ignored the findings 
of a safety inquiry into the system, 
and inquiry the Government itself 
had commissioned following a 
near-miss in Queensland between a 
passenger aircraft and a light plane.

The report said that “see-and-
avoid is completely unsuitable as a 
primary traffic separation method”, 
concluding that “see-and-avoid in 
the absence of traffic alerts is sub-
ject to serious limitations”.

Civil Air, which also has the 
support of the Australian and 
International Pilots’ Association in 
the campaign, says that some of the 

major flaws in the airspace system 
could be removed by the Minister 
approving an industry plan to 
extend controlled airspace above 
airports.

“With the stroke of a pen Mr 

Anderson can allow Qantas, Virgin 
Blue and other commercial opera-
tors enough controlled space around 
airports to climb above the down-
graded airspace and avoid any light 
aircraft”, said Civil Air’s Ted Lang. 
“It is an obvious, simple, cost-effec-
tive and workable solution that we 
fear the Minister has filed in the 
too-hard basket.” J

LABOUR STRUGGLES

The agenda to
privatise rail
Tom Pearson

The push by the NSW Government 
to privatise rail services is in 
evidence across the system, 
in both country services and 
Sydney’s CityRail network. This 
evidence has emerged on the Blue 
Mountains service when commuters 
last week were forced to again take 
buses, under the guise of unspecified 
trackwork.

State rail officials are denying 
claims that the service has been 
deliberately run down in order to 
soften up the travelling public for 
permanent service cuts.

Carlingford, Newcastle, 
Cronulla, the inner west and the 
southern highlands have all faced 
service disruptions with rail services 
being replaced by private tour buses 
operating on lucrative contracts. A 
proposed new timetable for CityRail 
trains would result in off-peak and 
weekend services being slashed 
across the network.

Noting that the Carr Government 
views the rail system as $3 million-
a-day liability, community group 
Action for Public Transport (APT) 
has accused the Government of an 
organised run-down of the system.

The Group’s secretary, Jim 
Donovan, also said that a move 
to close the service between 
Hamilton and Newcastle was 
part of a land grab for real estate 
between Newcastle’s Hunter Street 
and the city’s waterfront. APT 
said that Coutrylink services to 
Murwillumbah, Broken Hill and the 
Riverina also face cuts.

Confirmation of the 
Government’s privatisation agenda 
came with the Carr Government’s 
announcement that the Australian 
Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) will 
be granted a 60-year lease for inter-
state and Hunter Valley rail lines and 
that ARTC will, through an alliance 
contract with the Rail Infrastructure 

Corporation (RIC*), provide main-
tenance for the residual network.

ARTC is a private company that 
was set up in 1997 by the State and 
Federal Governments as the facilita-
tor of rail privatisation. Through 
it, corporations have access to the 
nation’s interstate rail networks. 
ARTC currently manages 4430 kilo-
metres of standard gauge interstate 
track.

As well as selling track access, 
its role includes the development 
of new business, capital invest-
ment, management of the interstate 
network and maintenance of the 
network’s infrastructure.

Eleven operators have agree-
ments with ARTC, including 
Countrylink, Great Southern 
Railway and Patrick Rail.

The combined rail unions 
have been meeting with ARTC 
and RIC and have been told:

* ARTC proposes to take 
control of the interstate and Hunter 
Valley infrastructure from May 24;

* ARTC will directly employ 
clerical, administrative, technical 
and engineering personnel and is 
advertising these positions on its 
website address;

* Track maintenance, train 
control and signalling will be 
delivered by NSW government 
employees under a labour contract 
arrangement. ARTC wants direct 
control of this workforce;

* All current conditions of 
employment will transfer under 
these arrangements until replaced 
with new agreements;

* Residual track maintenance 
will be undertaken with an alliance 
contract between ARTC and RIC.

Note: On January 1, 2004 
StateRail and the RIC officially 
merged to form RailCorp as part 
of the Carr Government’s “reform 
agenda”. “Transfer” of workers, 
assets, etc will take place through-
out 2004. J

The new set-up is a direct result of the brainchild 
of Dick Smith, who in the 1990s at the behest of 

the then Keating Labor Government, introduced 
an oxymoron called “affordable safety”.

Bank dumps new mum
A phone call from Westpac 
Bank, eight days after the birth 
of baby son Hayden, tempered the 
Vandine family’s joy over their 
new arrival. The bank, boasting 
a 2003 profit of $2.1 billion, told 
branch manager Linda Vandine 
her job-share position would not 
be available on her return from 
maternity leave.

“It was really charming”, said 
Ms Vandine. “We don’t know what 
we are going to do, do we? They 
told me they would negotiate some-
thing when I get back in August, in 
the meantime we are in limbo.

“It was a huge shock. If I wasn’t 
having a baby I would still have 
my job. I really feel victimised and 
hurt.”

On February 3, the Finance 
Sector Union (FSU) took Linda’s 
case before the NSW Industrial 
Relations Commission (IRC). 
The IRC told the parties to talk 
through the issues and report back 
in March. To this point, Westpac 
has not settled a date for further 
negotiations.

FSU national industrial officer, 
Andrea Mears, said she remained 
hopeful of a satisfactory outcome.

“Linda wants to go back to 
the position she earned through 15 
years of loyal service. Isn’t that 
what maternity leave provisions are 
supposed to be all about?”

Linda’s job-share partner has, 
meanwhile, been moved to a differ-
ent position within the organisation.

Linda said it was the uncertainty 
her family was finding difficult. 
Previous experience suggested she 
might be moved to a relieving 
position. But the sheer size of the 
Westpac region she was employed 
in could lead to practical difficul-
ties.

She said the matter should have 
been sorted before she went on 
maternity leave, rather than the bank 
raising its problems a week after she 
gave birth.

“I understand they (Westpac) 
run a business and I am prepared 
to negotiate just about anything 
that doesn’t disadvantage my chil-
dren. It’s just not knowing that is 
making it really difficult for us at 
the moment.” J

SPC workers win
A week of industrial action 

has returned pay rises, job secu-
rity and shorter working hours 
to hundreds of rural Victorian 
workers.

Around 1500 food and mainte-
nance workers employed by SPC 
Ardmona in the Goulburn Valley 
stood firm to beat off “disappoint-
ing” company EBA offers.

Two separate EBAs saw 
around 1500 process workers get 
13.5 percent increases over three 

years and the maintenance work-
ers, represented by the Australian 
Workers Union and a number of 
other unions covering maintenance 
workers.

SPC Ardmona maintenance 
workers had never struck during 
harvest time before. In fact, they 
had helped keep the company 
afloat by volunteering for pay cuts 
in 1990.

Australian Manufacturing 
Workers Union (AMWU) repre-

sentative, Ray Campbell, said job 
security had been the key issue for 
his members.

“They wanted the capacity to 
move employees anywhere around 
the Goulburn Valley which is a 
pretty big place. We were also aware 
that the company has been in acqui-
sition mode”, Campbell said.

Campbell said that objection had 
been overcome and his members 
had retained important voluntary 
redundancy provisions. J

Dangerous skies
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Andrew Jackson

Last week Howard warned 
Australia’s church leaders to stay 
out of “partisan” politics in the 
upcoming election. The blatant 
hypocrisy of his plea is instantly 
identifiable. John Howard has 
proudly described himself as the 
most conservative Prime Minister 
in Australia’s history.

This social conservatism is 
based in his fundamentalist belief in 
Christian supremacy. His continued 
outspoken support for – or condem-
nation of – different church leaders 
pits faith against faith, congregation 
against congregation. “I don’t deny 
the right of any church leader to talk 
about anything”, he stated.

“But I think, from the point of 
view of the unity of the church, it 
stresses and strains when the only 
time they [congregation] hear from 
their leaders is when they are talk-
ing about issues that are bound to 
divide their congregations.”

“… [when] some of the church 
leaders have been particularly criti-
cal of our side of politics, they [can] 
end up offending a large number of 
their patrons.”

When we look at that last para-
graph, and substitute the negative 
for the positive, we get a clearer 
picture of Howard’s exhortation: 
“… when most of the church lead-
ers are particularly supportive of our 
side of politics, they will likely be 
supported by a large number of their 
patrons.”

Mr Howard’s fundamentalism 
has left him so myopic he assumes 
that by definition all Christians are 
fundamentalists and that outspoken 
progressive leaders are not speaking 
on behalf of their congregations and 
so risk alienating them.

How kind of him to offer such 
an insight.

Playing
the “family” card

Throughout the whole of Mr 
Howard’s time as Prime Minister 
he has stood side-by-side with, and 
sought counsel and support from, 
Christian fundamentalists who are 
outspoken in support of his policies.

In particular, Howard laps up 
praise from religious leaders for his 
“defence of the family” policies, by 
which he means the weakening of 
sex anti-discrimination legislation, 
opposing abortion, opposition to 
stem-cell research, and against rec-
ognition of gay relationships.

In 2003 Mr Howard said, 
“Traditional marriage is one of the 
bedrock institutions of our society 
and I don’t want anything to occur 
that weakens it. Marriage, as we 
understand it in our society, is about 
children, having children, raising 
them, providing for the survival of 
the species.”

To which the President of the 
NSW Council of Churches, the 
Reverend Chris Moroney, respond-
ed warmly:

“This statement from our Prime 
Minister shows that he is supportive 
of the traditional views of marriage 

and the family that are the basis on 
which our society has been built and 
which guarantee its survival. It is 
encouraging for the churches to see 
this unambiguous stand from the 
political leaders of this nation.”

Yet when these very same 
“family values” are used – often by 
the very same religious leaders – to 
criticise Mr Howard’s policies they 
are condemned as “sounding very 
partisan”.

Numerous Christian faiths 
have taken Mr Howard and his 
Government to task over his 
anti-family policies – on welfare, 
Indigenous rights and refugees.

“Cheap headlines”
When churches helped organise 

and participated en masse in last 
year’s anti-war demonstrations they 
became part of Mr Howard’s reviled 
“mob”.

Anglican Primate, Dr Peter 
Carnley, suggested last year that the 
terrorist attack against Australians in 
Bali was in response to Australia’s 
outspoken support for the United 
States and particularly its prepared-
ness “to take unilateral action 
against Iraq.”

Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer came in swinging: “Here 
was the head of my own church … 
blaming the Australian Government 
for bombing incidents in which so 
many of our people were killed or 
terribly injured”.

“It was a stark reminder of the 
tendency of some church leaders 
to ignore their primary pastoral 
obligations in favour of hogging 
the limelight on complex political 
issues …” 

Downer continued: “I will 
always defend the right of the 
Churches to enter the political 
debates of our time.

“But they have special respon-
sibilities …. Too often, it seems 
to me, the Churches seek popular 
political causes or cheap headlines”.

Mr Downer is clearly saying 
“Join in the political debate when 
you agree with the Government, 
butt out when you don’t”.

The Lyons’ den
It is no secret that Howard 

leads a Government stacked with 
members of the conservative right-
wing Christian faction “The Lyons 
Forum”.

While Mr Howard is not offi-
cially a member of the Forum, a 
quick check of his front bench indi-
cate where his loyalties lie. Lyons 
members include Tony Abbott, 
Peter Costello, Alexander Downer, 
David Kemp, Warren Truss, Eric 
Abetz, Nick Minchin; and promi-
nent former ministers John Herron 
and Jocelyn Newman.

The Government’s policies on 
sex discrimination legislation, abor-
tion, stem-cell research, euthanasia 
and homosexuality are dictated by 
the Lyons Forum Charter.

While Mr Howard goes to some 
trouble to hide his fundamentalist 
outlook, comments by his fellow 
travellers leave us in no doubt.

The helpful Mr Downer again: 

“We’re sincere about the faith that 
nurtured Western Civilisation. It’s 
because of our beliefs that we tend 
to see public life as a vocation – a 
calling…”

In short: “We have been called 
by God to mould Australian society, 
and our policies have His blessing”.

Ultra-right-wing fundamental-
ist, the Reverend Fred Nile, has no 
trouble identifying his allies: “We 
congratulate Prime Minister John 
Howard on his outstanding vic-
tory … and his re-election as Prime 
Minister.

“Now John Howard and his 
government can continue to lead 
Australia as a caring, Christian 
nation, whilst strengthening our 
Christian heritage, Christian 
values and the God-given unit of 
the family, ensuring the future of 
Australia as a united nation under 
Almighty God.”

People in high places
Mr Howard’s appointment 

of Brisbane Archbishop Peter 
Hollingworth to the post of 
Governor General has been treated 
to the glare of the public spotlight.

What is little known is that 
Peter Hollingworth did not resign as 
Archbishop to take up the Governor 
General post, he merely stepped 
aside from the church post for the 
duration of his secular one.

Despite all Mr Howard’s pro-
testations to the contrary Australia, 
technically, had an ordained 
Anglican Archbishop as head of 
state.

In the welfare field, the 
extremely conservative Major Brian 
Watters from the Salvation Army 
has been appointed as chairman of 
the Australian National Council on 
Drugs. Mr Watters’ fanaticism on 
the issue even extends to a “zero 
tolerance” approach to alcohol.

It has been under Major Watters 
counsel that John Howard has insti-
tuted his “war on drugs” policy. This 
black-and-white policy has resulted 
in an “abstinence or jail” outcome 
for addicts.

Such a narrow view fails, 
conveniently, to recognise the fun-
damentals of drug addiction: lack 
of education, lack of health care, 
poverty, unemployment and home-
lessness – all of which have become 
hallmarks of Mr Howard’s reign.

John Howard has not just 
blurred the line between church and 
state, it is his stated mission to pro-
mote and impose his own religious 
views on the Australian public using 
the power at his disposal through 
the state apparatus.

Nonetheless, by hand-
picking and promoting his 
fundamentalist favourites – Cardinal 
Pell, Archbishops Jensen and 
Hollingworth, Reverends Fred Nile 
and Gordon Moyes, and Major Brian 
Watters – and dismissing, attacking 
and denigrating religious leaders 
who speak against him, Howard is 
fuelling a new religious schism, just 
has his reactionary government has 
sharpened the contradictions and 
widened the inequalities in our class 
divided society. J

Confl ict of interest #1 – Since Telstra was 49 percent priva-
tised by the previous Labor Government all manner of parasite 
has been appointed to its board, including News Ltd’s Bob 
Mansfi eld. It transpires that moves were afoot for Telstra to 
make a takeover bid for Fairfax Ltd, one of the three remaining 
media conglomerates in Australia, alongside Murdoch’s News 
Ltd and Kerry Packer’s empire.  The attempt was exposed by 
none other than Kerry Packer’s Bulletin magazine. Packer, 
of course, has had his own messenger boy on the Fairfax 
board with the aim of gaining majority shareholder status. 

Confl ict of interest #2 – Australia’s chief scientist, Robin 
Batterham, is a busy man; he has two jobs. He works for 
the Federal Government for a fat salary, and also for the 
union-bashing polluter, mining giant Rio Tinto, as a tech-
nologist. The Government last week rejected a Senate 
estimates committee call for Batterham to appear on a 
number of confl ict-of-interest questions, including that he 
claimed hundreds of dollars a day on his taxpayer-funded 
travel allowance to travel to events sponsored by Rio Tinto. 
The Government says Batterham is not a public servant 
but a “consultant”, meaning he is not publicly accountable.

Confl ict of interest #3 – The Government has appointed as 
chair of its new National Heritage Council a real pillar of the 
community, the great grandson of Alfred Deakin, an architect 
of Australian federation. Tom Harley will vet and veto sites 
nominated to be given national heritage status. He is also 
a board member of that big job crusher and polluter, BHP.

Confl ict of interest #4 – This confl ict is about why Australia 
went into a confl ict. A cartoon in one of the dailies last week 
showed PM Howard bursting into the Offi ce of National As-
sessment (ONA) demanding, “All right, which one of you 
sent us to war?” Howard isn’t an advocate of “the buck stops 
here” leadership. The buck has to be found to have stopped 
anywhere but at his door. So it was that last week Defence 
Minister Robert Hill gagged the head of the ONA, Peter Var-
ghese, ordering him to make no public comments on advice 
the Offi ce had given the Government on Iraq’s weapons 
prior to the war. Applying the gag, Hill said it was “not re-
ally appropriate” for Varghese to comment on such things.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is Gary Denson Metal 
Roofi ng Pty Ltd, the company responsible for the death of 
apprentice roofer Joel Exner last year. Sixteen-year-old Joel 
fell from a roof because the company did not supply safety 
harnesses or the required training to its workers. A NSW Par-
liamentary inquiry into workplace deaths and injuries has heard 
from another worker who was employed by Denson Roofi ng. 
Anthony Hampson, who spent six months in a wheelchair, told 
the inquiry how he suffered spinal injuries in a fall in 2001. 
Like Joel he was put to work without training or a harness.

AUSTRALIA

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA (WA)
invites you to join them for morning tea in celebration of

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2004
 Guest Speaker: Giz Watson MLC (fi erce advocate for Women’s  
  Rights, Human Rights, Environmental Rights,  
  Indigenous Rights, Refugee Rights,   
  Workers’ Rights, Animal Rights)
 When? Sunday 7 March 10 am
 Where? Sheila’s :  1 Salar Place, Dianella
 How much? Entrance by donation and/or a plate or juice
 RSVP 08 9276 9144

Playing fundamentalist favourites

“ I’ve been hearing some disturbing things about you, Higgins.”
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Winds of change sweep Cyprus
On February 13, Greek and Turkish 
Cypriot leaders and the United 
Nations announced agreement on a 
historic framework that could result 
in the reunification of Cyprus by 
May 1. Agreement on the “Annan 
Plan,” named after UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, comes after 
30 years of struggle to end the 
partition and Turkish occupation. 
JOHN BACHTELL visited the 
Mediterranean island of Cyprus, 
located due south of Turkey, in 
June 2003 and conducted several 
interviews there. He files this report 
from Nicosia.

The walk through the UN-
administered buffer zone is eerie. 
Concrete block walls are crowned 
with barbed wire. Armed UN sen-
tries peer from observation towers. 
This is the famous 187-mile-long 
[300 km]Green Line dividing 
Cyprus and its population of Turkish 
Cypriots and Greek Cypriots ever 
since the 1974 Turkish invasion and 
occupation.

But something new is happen-
ing. The Green Line is opening. 
Turkish and Greek Cypriots are 
getting reacquainted after years of 
separation. “Rapprochement” has 
totally discredited the idea that 
“Greek and Turkish Cypriots can not 
live together”, Andros Kyprianou 
told a visitor. Kyprianou is interna-
tional secretary of the Progressive 
Party of Working People (AKEL) 
and a member of parliament.

In the December 15 par-
liamentary elections in the 
Turkish-occupied north, the pro-
reunification Republican Turkish 
Party (RTP) in alliance with the 
Peace and Democracy Movement 
won 48 percent of the vote, slightly 
more than the ruling parties. The 
victory overcame intimidation from 
the regime of Raul Denktash, the 
Turkish Cypriot nationalist in power 
since the 1974 invasion.

Despite the deep divisions in the 
north, the election gives hope the 
wall will come tumbling down.

Cyprus: strategic 
Mediterranean Island

The island nation of Cyprus 
(population 900,000), the mytholog-
ical birthplace of the Greek goddess 

Aphrodite, is located in the far 
eastern Mediterranean. Geography 
has chosen Cyprus to be a strategic 
crossroads of trade, occupation and 
spoil of war for thousands of years. 
Its name is derived from the word 
“copper” whose rich deposits were 
exploited for centuries. Today the 
copper mines are closed and the 
Cyprus economy is based on tour-
ism and international banking.

Successive empires, including 
the Persians, Greeks, Romans, and 
Turkish Ottomans ruled it, resulting 
in the current population of Greek 
Cypriots (78 percent), Turkish 

Cypriots (18 percent) and other 
smaller minorities.

The British began colonising 
Cyprus in 1878 and annexed it in 
1914 at the start of World War I. 
This sparked a bitter independence 
struggle, which accelerated after 
the Second World War. The British 
maintained rule by dividing Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots.

Nationalism was inflamed by 
dangling annexation of Cyprus 
before both Greece and Turkey. 
The British coaxed Turkey to 
infiltrate paramilitary goons to 
terrorise Turkish Cypriots advocat-
ing bi-communalism. Meanwhile 
discrimination against the Turkish 
Cypriot minority went unchecked.

The Cypriot independence 
movement was victorious in 1960. 
However, the new country was 
forced to concede to the British ter-
ritory for two large military bases. 
The bases quartered 10,000 troops 
and were staging areas for British 
military operations in the Middle 
East.

The Green Line
is drawn

The leader of the Cypriot inde-
pendence movement was Greek 
Orthodox Church Archbishop 
Makarios (1913-1977). After 
independence he became the first 
president and guided Cyprus on a 
path of non-alignment in foreign 
affairs and relations with the Soviet 
Union. This alarmed British and US 
imperialism, which feared a “Cuba 
in the Mediterranean”. Plans were 
hatched to overthrow the democrati-
cally elected government.

It was not until the early 
1970s that US ruling circles felt an 
urgency to “solve the Cyprus prob-
lem once and for all”. Faced with a 
fiscal crisis, Britain’s Heath Labour 
Government proposed closing one 
of the bases. Alarmed, the Nixon 
administration swung into action.

Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger, architect of the bloody 
coup in Chile, arranged a deal 
between Greece and Turkey to 
partition Cyprus. The plot unfolded 
when the US-installed military junta 
in Greece carried out a coup of the 
Makarios government on July 15, 
1974, and signalled its intention to 
annex Cyprus. The Turkish military 
government responded by invading 
and still occupies 37 percent of the 
island with 40,000 troops.

Over 3000 people were killed 
or disappeared. Turkish Cypriots 
living in the south were forced to 
move to the northern occupied area 
and Greek Cypriots were forced 
to move south. Over 30 percent 
of the island’s population became 
refugees.

For years the military establish-
ment in Turkey sought to formalise 
the annexation of the occupied 
area. About 120,000 peasants from 
Turkey’s Anatolia region were 
resettled there in direct violation of 
international law, and were award-
ed property belonging to Greek 
Cypriots who had been expelled. 
But occupation and international 
isolation has kept the northern part 
of Cyprus in a state of poverty. Over 
50,000 Turkish Cypriots have been 
forced to emigrate.

Partitioned and dominated 
by NATO, Cyprus would be used 
for Cold War strategic purposes 
and became one of the most heav-
ily militarised places in the world. 
US imperialism used the British 
military bases and its own secret 
installations in the north to spy on 
Soviet military forces. They were 
vital to domination of Middle East 
oil reserves and protection of the 
Mediterranean Sea shipping lanes. 
Nuclear weapons were stationed off 
the coast.

After the Soviet Union collapsed 
the independence struggle confront-
ed new global realities, including 
US imperialism’s sole superpower 
ambition. Today Cyprus is not only 
coveted for its strategic location 
and the British military bases. US 
policy is also related to immediate 
and long-term regional interests: 
the cohesion of NATO in the south-
ern region, stable Greek-Turkish 
bilateral relations, and Turkey’s 
EU aspirations. As a key US ally, 
Turkey is integral to plans for the 
Middle East region and developing 
an east-west corridor to Caspian Sea 
and Transcaucasian oil.

The election of today’s Erdogan 
Government in Turkey brought a 
change in attitude toward Cyprus, 
opening the door for UN medi-
ated reunification talks. But these 
collapsed in March 2003 when 
the Bush administration promised 
Turkey’s still powerful military 
leaders support for annexation 
of the occupied sector. In return 
Turkey would support the invasion 
of Iraq.

Rapprochement 
transforms Cyprus

Over the past 10 years the 
friendship movement between 
Turkish and Greek Cypriots has 
blossomed. Bi-communal events 
and festivals have been held 
between trade unionists, teachers, 
youth, artists, athletes and others. 

There is majority sentiment for 
ending the partition.

Relations between Greek and 
Turkish Cypriot workers have been 
maintained all along according to 
Pambis Kyritsis, head of the 70,000 
strong Pancyprian Federation of 
Labour (PEO). “In the past we had 
thousands of Turkish Cypriot mem-
bers. But (with partition) they were 
obliged to have their own union. 
After 1974 we started intensive 
efforts to bring the communities 
together,” he said.

“Today an All-Cyprus Trade 
Union Forum gathers all trade 
unionists in Cyprus – Greeks and 
Turks. This is the only bi-communal 
platform that has developed clear 
solutions for reunification of the 
country”, said Kyritsis.

PEO is aiding the Turkish 
Cypriot workers employed in 
the free area of Cyprus. They are 
fighting to prevent discrimination, 
essential if rapprochement is to be 
successful.

The friendship movement 
has radically transformed Cypriot 
politics. In February 2003 a new 
centre-left coalition government was 
elected advocating reunification. 
The coalition is made up of AKEL 
(formerly the Communist Party 
of Cyprus), the leading party with 
35 percent; the Democratic Party 
of the current president Tassos 
Papadopoulos (17 percent); the 
Socialists, Greens and some other 
minor parties and movements.

Shift among
Turkish Cypriots

Izzet Izcan and Ozker Ozgur are 
two leaders of the United Cyprus 
Party (UCP) based in the Turkish-
occupied area. Sitting at a café on 
Lidras Street in Nicosia, which 
abruptly ends at a UN barricade, 
they are approached by a steady 
stream of well wishers.

The December 15 vote reflected 
a sweeping shift in thinking among 
the Turkish Cypriot population 
toward reunification.

With the influx of Turkish 
settlers and exodus of Turkish 
Cypriots, “people have realised that 
unless they act, it’s the end of the 
Turkish Cypriot community. The 
EU process, the Annan plan, the 
new government in Turkey and the 
economic crisis in the north have all 
contributed to the mass uprising”, 
said Izcan.

The UCP is just a year old but 
was instrumental in initiating the 
Peace and Democracy Movement 
and the alliance with the Turkish 
Republican Party in the elections.

“Even though the Annan plan 
is a compromise, it is the basis 
of a broad coalition of forces that 
encompasses the entire Turkish 
Cypriot community”, explained 
Ozgur.

The Annan Plan and 
the European Union

Only Turkey officially recog-
nises the Denktash government. 

This isolation was instrumental in 
forcing Denktash to open the Green 
Line on April 23, 2003, and to seri-
ously negotiate.

The Annan Plan resulted from 
years of talks. It calls for a unified 
country with a single citizenship 
residing in two equal states. The 
parliament would be composed of 
two chambers, one with equal repre-
sentation and the other proportional 
to population. The plan calls for the 
removal of Turkish troops, but not 
the British bases.

Reunification has also been 
boosted by Cyprus’ acceptance to 
European Union (EU) membership 
May 1. Without an agreement, the 
EU will only recognise the Cyprus 
government and not the northern 
occupied area. Turkish ruling circles 
fear that obstructing a solution will 
harm Turkey’s application for EU 
membership.

AKEL, which had formerly 
opposed joining the EU, changed 
its position in 1995. They concluded 
that due to the collapse of the Soviet 
Union and the weakening of the 
non-aligned movement, unfavour-
able conditions for unification now 
existed.

On this issue they differ with 
most European Communist parties 
who have opposed the formation 
of the EU and its expansion. No 
one disagrees that the EU policies 
favour European monopoly corpora-
tions and promote militarism. But 
AKEL says all possibilities should 
be taken advantage of.

Nor is AKEL naïve about 
problems accompanying EU mem-
bership. The new government is 
taking steps to ensure the public 
sector is modernised to effectively 
compete against monopoly corpo-
rations and privatisation. AKEL 
will join with other European trade 
unions and social forces fighting to 
protect workers’ rights.

The friendship movement has
radically transformed Cypriot politics.
In February 2003 a new centre-left coalition 
government was elected advocating 
reunification.

Partitioned and dominated by NATO,
Cyprus would be used for
Cold War strategic purposes and
became one of the most heavily militarised 
places in the world.

Over 3000 people were killed or disappeared. Turkish Cypriots living in
the south were force d to move to the northern occupied area and Greek Cypriots

were forced to move south. Over 30 percent of the island’s population became refugees.
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ENRON, TYCO, WORLDCOM, AHOLD, PARMALAT …

Next on the list?
Michel Porcheron

The meteoric rise of 65-year-old 
Calisto Tanzi, Parmalat’s “big chief” 
since 1961, sponsor of antiquities, 
symbol of the “clean hands” years 
in Italy, ended last December 27 in 
a cell in Milan’s San Vittore prison. 
Currently accused of “criminal 
association with a view to pleading 
fraudulent bankruptcy”.

Tanzi was the least well-known 
of Italy’s great tycoons. The least 
famous and a far cry from the noto-
rious Agnelli, Benetton, Barilla or 
Berlusconi. Could it be that “Don 
Calisto”, with only a simple diplo-
ma in accountancy to his name, was 
a discrete man, more interested in 
attending church in Parma every 
Sunday than appearing in the high 
society sections of the Italian press?

It’s possible. More than just 
discrete, this man donned a cloak of 
secretiveness years ago only compa-
rable to the opacity attributed to his 
business ventures today. His story is 
at once a veritable economic disas-
ter and a debacle; a huge financial 
scandal of worldwide significance.

A “European Enron”, according 
to Giulio Tremonte, Italy’s economy 
minister, who has affirmed that the 
fraudulent bankruptcy claim by 
the Italian dairy magnate will cost 
the national economy the equiva-
lent of 11 billion euros, or almost 
one percent of the country’s Gross 
Domestic Product.

For the last 15 years, Calisto 
Tanzi himself and his right-hand 
man Fausto Tonna, the company’s 
financial director, have been 
painstakingly falsifying Parmalat’s 
accounts.

An audit office responsible 
for controlling the accounts of the 
company – with businesses valued 
at 7.6 billion euros in 2002 (70 per-
cent of that total linked to exports) 
in 30 different countries, covering 
146 industrial installations and 
employing 36,000 in Portugal and 
the United States, Brazil, Argentina 
and Venezuela – revealed numerous 
financial discrepancies represent-
ing a gaping hole where 10 billion 
Euros should have been. Peanuts!

Whatever the rescue plan may 
be for this food production empire 
– now under the control of spe-
cial administrator Enrico Bondi 
– the central issue on the table at the 
moment is one of control, or rather 
lack of control, of such a huge 
industrial group as this (in this case 
directed by one family).

The problem “is derived from 
the failure of the trusteeship’s 
authorities and the traditional inter-
mediaries, receivers, accountants, 
administrators, bankers, notaries 
and audit offices”, commented 
Bruno Abescat to French weekly 
L’Express.

In reality, no one saw or 
attempted to see or detect the fraud 
that allowed Calisto Tanzi to divert 
hundreds of millions of euros for 
personal ends, the gigantic embez-
zlements, false accounts, and more 
or less fraudulent subsidiaries com-
fortably installed in tax havens such 
as the Cayman Islands, the Dutch 
Antilles and Luxembourg.

“Parmalat’s accounts are filled 
with virtual operations, such as an 
imaginary 300,000-ton consign-
ment of powdered milk to Cuba or 
the fictitious license for the Santal 
brand of fruit juices in the United 
States”, reported French daily Le 
Monde’s permanent correspondent 
in Milan last January 10.

With the first cracks, dis-
covered in mid-November, the 
calves, cattle, pigs and eggs all 
disappeared, just like in Jean de 
la Fontaine’s milkmaid fable. 
Perrette, the milkmaid in the tale 
was a dreamer who let her imagina-
tion run away with her. Was Tanzi a 
dreamer? What moved him?

To date, that is an unknown. 
What is certain is that the Italian 
giant – the third largest manufactur-
er of European dairy products after 
the Swiss firm Nestlé and French 
group Danone, has come tumbling 
down like a house of cards. No one 
seems to have learned their lesson 
from the Enron case.

“This crash goes beyond the 
imaginable. It is incomprehen-
sible that, for years, a highly-valued 
group on the Stock Exchange was 
accumulating debts trimester after 
trimester and was able to continue 
engaging in unprofitable activities 
and getting up to its eyeballs in 
debt”, comments Fabricio Onida, 
professor of International Economy 
at Milan’s Bocconi University.

It was not until December 19 
that the Bank of America, judge 
and jury, revealed that Bonlat, 
Parmalat’s subsidiary in the Cayman 
Islands, did not in reality possess a 
four-billion euro account. The U.S. 
bank logo that appeared on its docu-
ments was a fake. And that was how 
the scandal that has captured the 
attention of the world’s press today 
first began.

Currently, the Italian judicial 
system is searching for fresh funds 

in order to compensate employees 
and suppliers, without even taking 
into account the 70,000 hold-
ers of the Parmalat name and the 
40,000 shareholders who will be 
coming forward to reclaim their 
investments.

The Parmalat scandal is both 
simple – yet another example of 
capitalist financial abuse – but also 
a complex labyrinth. It could easily 
be the greatest company scandal of 
all time.

For more than a decade, those 
who were in the know were using 
complex methods to deceive share-
holders who couldn’t possibly have 
imagined what was really going 
on, affirmed William Lerach, a 
specialist US lawyer.

But not long after the news of 
the scandal broke, after the first 
series of arrests, searches and inter-
rogations, it is already possible 
to establish an initial provisional 
inventory, an apparently heteroclite 
list of participants more or less con-
nected to Parmalat’s bankruptcy, 

accused or naturally subject to 
investigation on account of their 
working practices.

Included amongst them, to 
mention but a few, are Citigroup, 
an advisory bank that organised 
various offshore societies; several 
credit banks, some of them Italian 
(Capitalia, Intesa, San Polo IMI) 
or of other nationalities (Deutsche 
Bank and Banco Santander Central 
Hispano); Standard & Poor’s, a 
financial notary agency; accountan-
cy offices such as Grant Thornton 
and Deloitte & Touche Tohmatsu; 
international investment companies 
such as Morgan Stanley, JP Morgan 
Chase, etc. A jigsaw puzzle that is 
both distinguished and awesome.

The scandal has reached the 
SEC (Security and Exchange 
Commission) and the US Stock 
Exchange and there will be con-
siderable consequences in Latin 
America as a result.

In order to enter the Parmalat 
labyrinth and understand the mecha-
nisms of the scandal, one would 
need to find a dictionary with all the 
latest terminology from the stock 
exchange and a geographical atlas 
that clearly depicts the most min-
iscule islands that serve as refuges, 
provisional or otherwise, for the bil-
lions of banknotes in circulation.

“Regarding the Parmalat scan-
dal, more remains to be discovered 
than has been discovered”, affirmed 
Rocco Buttiglione, the Italian min-
ister for community policies, on 
January 22.

Investigators have already 
discovered, amongst other oddi-
ties, that the head of Parmalat’s 
telephone operators was the general 
director of 26 or 30 of the group’s 
subsidiaries.

And what is to become of the 
celebrated football club, Parma AC, 
twice-UEFA Cup champions and 
bought up by Parmalat in 1990?
Granma weekly Cuba 
(abridged) JParmalat’s accounts are filled with non-existent, virtual operations

Winds of change sweep Cyprus

“We will keep up our principles 
and fight inside for the people,” said 
Kyprianou. “Nothing is easy. We are 
ready for difficult struggles.”

AKEL grows
Deeply rooted in the indepen-

dence and bi-communal movement, 

AKEL never suffered significant 
losses like many Communist parties 
after 1991. Their popularity grew 
throughout the 1990s. As the lead-
ing party, AKEL has four ministers 
in the new government and holds 26 
mayoralties.

AKEL’s modest offices sit in 
a residential neighbourhood in 
Nicosia. This is where one can meet 
Kyprianou. He recounted that after 
the 1974 invasion, AKEL was the 
lone voice for reunification.

“At the height of hostilities 
between the two communities, 
AKEL began a campaign that the 
‘Turkish Cypriots are not our 
enemies. They are our brothers.’ 
AKEL members were accused of 
being traitors”, said Kyprianou. 
“We fought both Turkish and Greek 
nationalism. We never wavered and 
persistent struggle paid off.”

AKEL has been the key 
political force influencing public 
sentiment and the architect of the 
broad alliance for reunification. 
EDON, the communist youth 
organisation, has also grown in 
popularity. EDON has increased its 

vote from 12 percent in 1994 to 42 
percent in 2003 in university gov-
ernment elections.

AKEL envisions a bi-com-
munal, bi-zonal federation based 
on total equality between the two 
communities. The Turkish Cypriot 
region would be autonomous and 

under their own administration. But 
the two communities would live 
together in every sense of the word. 
AKEL doesn’t see the Annan Plan 
as the final solution.

“It is very difficult to reach an 
ideal political solution for Cyprus. 
When you have broad alliances the 
solutions are based on how far coali-
tion partners are willing to go”, said 
Kyprianou. Following unification 
the struggle will continue against 
the effects of corporate globalisa-
tion, for independence from British 
and US influence and a socialist 
Cyprus.

In the meantime the pressures 
for reunification have become 
unstoppable. The acceptance of the 
Annan Plan marks the opening of a 
new stage in the struggle to reunite 
Cyprus. The road ahead will be dif-
ficult, but confidence is strong the 
wall will yet come tumbling down.
John Bachtell, a member of the 
national board of the Communist 
Party USA, visited Cyprus in June 
2003. People’s Weekly World 
Newspaper, paper of Communist 
Party, USA J

The Parmalat scandal is both simple –
yet another example of capitalist financial 

abuse – but also a complex labyrinth. 
It could easily be the greatest company 

scandal of all time.

Over 3000 people were killed or disappeared. Turkish Cypriots living in
the south were force d to move to the northern occupied area and Greek Cypriots

were forced to move south. Over 30 percent of the island’s population became refugees.

Despite the deep divisions in the north,
the election gives hope the wall will

come tumbling down.
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The international community cannot 
abandon Haiti

I have instructions from 
my Government to speak at 
this Ministerial Meeting of the 
Association of Caribbean States, 
not about Cuba – which, although 
blockaded and harassed, neverthe-
less cannot be subjected nor forced 
to renounce its dreams of justice 
and liberty – but to speak about the 
situation in Haiti.

Cuba believes that the interna-
tional community cannot abandon 
Haiti. The social situation is getting 
worse. Added to the old problems 
derived from colonialism and 
exploitation are new and urgent 
difficulties associated with the 
unjust and exclusive international 
economic order.

Collaborating with Haiti has 
become a duty for all of us, its 
neighbours.

At this moment, Cuba has a 
535-member medical brigade in 
Haiti, 332 of them doctors.

They are distributed in every 
department of the country, and 
have 75 percent of the 8.3 million 
Haitians under their care. To have 
an idea of how significant their 
work is one should be aware that 
Haiti has less than 2000 doctors, 
and almost 90 per cent of them are 
offering their services in the coun-
try’s capital.

Over the last five years, Cuban 
doctors in Haiti have given nearly 
five million medical consultations, 
have attended some 45,000 births, 
and have performed approximately 
59,000 operations.

In the areas covered by the 
Cuban doctors, the mortality rate 
for infants under 12 months has 

dropped from 80 to 28 per 1000 live 
births, and that for children under 
five from 159 to 39 per 1000 live 
births. The maternal mortality rate 
has dropped from 523 to 259 deaths 
per 100,000 live births.

However, to have an idea of 
how far there is yet to go, I should 
remind you that in Cuba, for exam-
ple, the mortality rate for infants 
under 12 months is 6.3 per 1000, 
for children under five it is eight per 
1000 and the maternal mortality rate 
is 39 per 100,000.

During those five years, more 
than 370,000 Haitians – 80 percent 
of them children – have been vac-
cinated.

It is estimated that nearly 86,000 
human lives have been saved by the 
Cuban health workers in Haiti.

In addition, Cuban technicians 
have repaired 2169 damaged pieces 
of medical equipment.

A total of 247 young Haitians 
are studying at the School of 
Medicine founded in their country 
by Cuban professors, while another 
372 are studying medicine as schol-
arship students in Cuba.

In face of the current internal 
tensions in that sister country, 
which you are aware of and which 
have given rise to the departure of 
a number of foreign residents, on 
Tuesday, February 10, our gov-
ernment explicitly instructed our 
embassy in Port-au-Prince to main-
tain all the members of the Cuban 
medical brigade working without 
interruption at their posts in all areas 
of the country.

In addition, given the obstacles 
that could arise in the availability 

of medicines on February 11, Cuba 
dispatched 525 special consign-
ments of nearly 80 medicines so that 
all the Cuban medical volunteers 
can meet their tasks.

The Cuban medical personnel, 
who strictly adhere to the principle 
of non-involvement in Haiti’s inter-

nal affairs, are honourably fulfilling 
their noble mission of attending to 
the health of the Haitian people.

In addition to this, the Darbonne 
sugar mill complex was rebuilt with 
Cuban technical help, and now is 
working on its fourth sugar harvest 
with the help of 30 Cuban experts. 
The complex is generating employ-
ment and guarantees electricity 
during harvest time for the area’s 

population, previously lacking that 
service. 

Moreover, 20 Cuban professors 
are acting as advisors to a radio-
based literacy program designed 
by our specialists. To date, 110,000 
Haitians have learned how to read 
and write, and the program will 

continue to grow. Cuba also donated 
the educational materials, including 
manuals in French and Creole. 

Cuba is also lending its modest 
co-operation to Haiti in other areas. 
Thus, 20 Cuban veterinarians and 
technicians are contributing to the 
establishment of a health control 
program and training Haitian per-
sonnel.

A further 10 technicians are 
helping to consolidate the national 
aquiculture program, for which 
Cuba has donated 42 million larvae, 
that have already been released into 
the country’s reservoirs, and for 
which specialised personnel have 
been trained.

Another 11 Cuban agricultural 
specialists are working in Haiti as 
part of the Food and Agricultural 
Organisation’s Food Security 
Program.

Collaboration
in other areas

Our country is also collaborat-
ing in areas such as culture and road 
construction.

In addition, I can affirm that 
more than 3000 young people from 

the Caribbean are studying in Cuban 
universities today. 

I am not saying all of this in 
order to boast. I say it with mod-
esty, as evidence of what even 
a small and blockaded country 
such as Cuba can do for its sister 
countries. 

The Cuban people feel that they 
are fulfilling a duty, and moreover 
are paying a debt of gratitude to 
the peoples of the Caribbean, who 
have so firmly maintained their 
constant friendship and solidarity 
with Cuba.

Independent of its internal dif-
ficulties, we are helping Haiti at this 
crucial moment in its history, and 
let us not forget that it was there, 
200 years ago, that the struggle for 
the freedom of our Caribbean and 
Latin American peoples began. 

Thank you very much. J

Guantanamo detentions under fire
Cian Dolan

The detention centre at the US naval 
base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
described by various organisations 
as a “legal black hole”, continues 
to draw criticism from many 
sources. Numerous cracks are 
appearing in the government’s 
case for the continuing detention, 
without trial, of over 600 people 
at the base, and the plans for the 
eventual trials themselves are also 
coming under attack from within 
the military.

Three children between the ages 
of 13 and 15 have been released 
from their detention at Guantanamo 
Bay. Their continuing incarceration 
had caused widespread condemna-
tion since their existence became 
known in April of last year.

At the time of this revelation an 
Amnesty International spokeswom-
an stated, “that the US sees nothing 
wrong with holding children at 
Guantanamo and interrogating 
them is a shocking indicator of how 
cavalier the Bush administration has 
become about respecting human 
rights”.

Although the teenagers had 
been classified as “enemy combat-
ants”, they were kept separate from 
the rest of the base’s population, 
and given classes by specially 
trained staff. It has since emerged 

that although the three youngest 
detainees have been released and 
returned to their families, there is an 
undisclosed section of the remaining 
Guantanamo Bay prisoner popula-
tion that is still under 18.

These other youths, aged 
between 16 and 17, are not 
segregated from the rest of the pris-
oners, and are provided with none 
of the services that the three former 
detainees were. This is in spite of 
accepted international law, which 
defines children as individuals of 
ages below 18.

In 2002 the US Government 
ratified the Optional Protocol to 
the Convention on the Rights of 
Children, which specifically states 
that governments who have signed 
on to the treaty must make every 
effort to rehabilitate child soldiers 
within their jurisdiction.

As Jo Becker of Human Rights 
Watch says, “The United States 
is bound by law to provide reha-
bilitation for any former child 
soldiers within its jurisdiction. 
Rehabilitation does not happen in a 
cell in Guantanamo.”

The Pentagon is under 
increasing pressure from human 
rights groups such as Amnesty 
International and Human Rights 
Watch for increased transparency 
at Guantanamo Bay. The Pentagon 
has refused permission for an inter-

denominational delegation led by 
a former US congressman to visit 
detainees at the Cuban base.

Reverend Bob Edgar, general 
secretary of the National Council 
of Churches, stated in a letter to the 
Pentagon that the request to visit 
detainees “stems from our religious 
conviction that all people  regard-
less of religion, culture or status  
be treated with dignity, which trans-
lates to humanitarian concern for 
the detainees’ physical and mental 
well-being, and pastoral concern for 
their spiritual well-being”.

In a separate development, 
Major Michael Mori, the US Marine 
Corps lawyer assigned to represent 
the Australian citizen, David Hicks, 
a prisoner at Guantanamo Bay, has 
criticised the planned military com-
missions that will be used to try 
detainees, stating that they “will not 
provide a full and fair trial”.

Mori went on to echo concerns 
expressed by many others when he 
said that the “commission process 
has been created and controlled by 
those with a vested interest only in 
convictions”.

He also warned that “the com-
mission process just creates an 
unfair system that threatens to con-
vict the innocent and provides the 
guilty a justifiable complaint as to 
their convictions”.
People’s Weekly World J

In Gonaives Haiti – collaborating with Haiti is a duty for its neighbours

Mordechai Vanunu to be freed
Mordechai Vanunu will be freed 
in April after spending 18 years 
in solitary confinement. A former 
nuclear technician, Vanunu’s 
“crime” was to blow the whistle 
on Israeli secret nuclear weapons 
program. Mr Vanunu was 
kidnapped by the Israeli secret 
service and tried for treason.

His supporters around the world 
are planning to come to Israel and 
meet the man who had the courage 
to do what he did.

Mr Vanunu has paid a huge 
personal price for doing what he 
believed in and alerting the world 
to Israel’s nuclear programs. His 
stoicism and courage inspired many 
people around the world. Despite 
the considerable attempts to have 
Mr Vanunu released, the Israeli 
authorities remained steadfast in 
their persecution throughout his 
sentence.

Israel has still to officially admit 
having a nuclear arsenal, an issue on 

which the US remains very silent.
Mr Vanunu is one of the 

candidates for this year’s Nobel 
Peace Prize. The Norwegian Nobel 
Institute received a record number 
of nominees this year – the Nobel 
Committee will have to choose 
among 129 individuals and 44 
organisations.

“I’m speculating about Vanunu 
[winning], although I don’t think 
that the Nobel Committee will 
be sufficiently daring to provoke 
Israel”, said Stein Toennesson, 
director of the Peace Research 
Institute in Oslo.

The list of names is secret but 
some people publicise their choices. 
The winner will be announced in 
October.

Last month news broke out 
that US President Bush and British 
Prime Minister Blair were on the 
list. The Committee received thou-
sands of e-mails protesting against 
their nominations. J

Over the last five years, Cuban doctors in Haiti 
have given nearly five million medical consultations, 

have attended some 45,000 births, and have 
performed approximately 59,000 operations.

Speech by Felipe Pérez Roque, Cuban Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, at the 3rd Extraordinary 
Meeting of the Council of Ministers of the 
Association of Caribbean States. Panama City, 
February 12, 2004.
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SPAIN: The Spanish Government of President Aznar was a 
willing participant in the war on Iraq despite strong opposition 
from the people of Spain. On February 15, thousands of pro-
testors gathered to demand an end to the US-led occupation 
of Iraq. The largest demonstration was in Madrid organisers 
estimate that 100,000 people took part. Some young march-
ers chanted, “Where are the weapons? They are in the US!” 
and “The Popular Party, a criminal party!” in reference to the 
party of Prime Minister Aznar. There were banners reading 
“We are with the Iraqi people, Invaders, out of Iraq”. Smaller 
rallies were held in Barcelona and Valencia, where demonstra-
tors added the Palestinian cause to their campaign. Spain still 
has 1300 soldiers in Iraq. General elections in Spain will 
take place on March 14. Aznar is not seeking re-election.

CHINA: China has started the first phase of its lunar probe 
program with funding of about US$170 million. Preparations 
are under way for a satellite to orbit the Moon by 2007. The 
satellite program is part of China’s three-stage lunar project. 
The other stages are the landing of an unmanned vehicle on 
the Moon by 2010 and the collection of samples of lunar soil 
by 2020 by an unmanned vehicle. The last two stages of the 
program are still under review by scientists. The lunar program 
is also known as the Chang’e Program, referring to a god-
dess who reached the Moon in an ancient Chinese fairy tale.

PAKISTAN: The United States has stepped up pressure on 
Pakistan’s president Pervez Musharraf to clean up his military 
intelligence service and help capture Osama bin Laden, pref-
erably before the US presidential elections in November. US 
intelligence officers believe that some in Pakistan’s Interservices 
Intelligence (ISI) are withholding information on the whereabouts 
of bin Laden as well as assisting Taliban fighters who are at-
tacking US forces in Afghanistan. Officially and publicly the US 
insists that Musharraf is a valuable ally in the war against ter-
ror. However US analysts say that US General Command head 
General John Abizaid is believed to have urged Musharraf to 
clean up the ISI during a meeting in mid-January. Bin Laden’s 
capture is extremely important for President Bush as a success 
story to distract the media from continuing problems in Iraq and 
their failure to produce any weapons of mass destruction there.

IRAQ: Six of Iraq’s secular political parties met to cement a 
new alliance which is aimed at preventing a religious gov-
ernment from coming to power in Iraq. The six parties, all 
but one of which are represented on the US-appointed Iraqi 
Governing Council, have joined forces to offer an alterna-
tive voice to that of the country’s most powerful Shi’ite Muslim 
cleric. The umbrella group, whose name roughly translates 
as the Consortium of Democratic consists of the two main 
Kurdish factions, the Iraqi Communist Party, the Arab So-
cialist Movement and two other secular democratic parties.

Global briefs

Support for Mapuche political
prisoners in Chile

On Friday February 13 the court 
at Collipulli decided to change the 
custody arrangements for our com-
rade Mireya Figueroa – a Mapuche 
leader in the Tricauco community. 
The court decided that Mireya will 
leave the Detention Centre for 
Women in Temuco and continue 
under house arrest.

Similar measures were taken 
with others implicated in the Poluco 
Pidenco case. Among them were 

Luis Catrimil and Juan Antonio 
Colihuina, both leaders of the com-
munity of Tricauco. [The Poluco 
Pidenco estate is an area owned 
by the Mininco logging company. 
Part of the estate was burned out in 
December 2001 in an alleged “ter-
rorist” attack.] 

Mireya has completed a year 
and two months in detention as a 
political prisoner without the mili-
tary being able to prove any guilt 
whatsoever.

We believe that we are faced 

with a case of political persecution 
by the Chilean state against the 
Mapuche movement – persecution 
headed by the current government 
and executed zealously by the police 
and the public prosecutor. This 
offensive by the Chilean state could 
be categorised as a fourth historical 
surge in the attempt to exterminate 
the Mapuche people.

It cannot be explained in any 
other way that today, under the gov-

ernment of Ricardo Lagos, in the 
prisons of the VIII and IX regions 
there are more Mapuche political 
prisoners than during the [Pinochet] 
dictatorship.

In this way the government 
is carrying out the orders of the 
transnationals to “pacify” the ter-
ritory of the Mapuche so that they 
can get fat profits without restric-
tions. The signing of the Free Trade 
Agreement has brought, as a direct 
consequence, an increase in the 
repression of the Mapuche move-

ment. There can be no other cause 
for the fact that, the day after the 
treaty came into force the leader of 
the Mapuche, Victor Ancalaf, was 
sentenced to 10 years in prison – the 
longest sentence for a Mapuche 
leader for political reasons.

We are pleased to know that 
Mireya will be able stay at home 
with her family, her four children 
and the people of her community. 
We are pleased that she will be able 
to attend to her sick son and better 
treat her own health problems.

We declare that we will keep 
struggling for the complete freedom 
of Mireya and the other Mapuche 
political prisoners.

We believe that the task of the 
unification and mobilisation by the 
Mapuche people is more urgent than 
ever.

We demand that the government 
stops taking the role of accuser of 
the arrested Mapuche leaders.

We call on all democratic 
sectors of Chilean society to sup-
port the struggle of the Mapuche 
people.

The next demonstrations must 
link all our struggles, in particu-
lar the rejection of the Free Trade 
Agreement. For this reason the 
strike being prepared by the [trade 
union peak council] CUT for the 
first half of this year will be of enor-
mous value.

The just demands for autonomy 
and territory that are being made 
by the Mapuche movement will get 
stronger with time and will meet 
with growing support in more and 
more sectors of democratic Chilean 
society.
Translated by Juan & Bob. J

The unjust, illegal, aggressive and 
imperialist war on Iraq brought 
hundreds of thousands of people 
out to participate in the huge 
unprecedented demonstrations in 
more than 100 countries. In these, 
the widespread opposition of the 
peoples to imperialism and war was 
expressed in a multitude of ways, as 
was the need to thwart the decisions 
of the United States and its allies, 
and especially the threats of fresh 
attacks being made on the world’s 
peoples.

This war, covered by the “war 

against terrorism”, clearly show 
the real intention of imperialism to 
expand markets, win more profits, 
dominate the natural resources as 
oil, control the most important geo-
strategic areas and eliminate any 
focus of resistance of the peoples.

We demand the immediate end 
of occupation of Iraq and the with-
drawal of all foreign military forces 
from the country. We denounce the 
external interference in Iraq and 
the attempts to divide its territory. 
We believe that the Iraqi people 
have full rights to fight against the 

foreign occupation. And we support 
and respect the right of the Iraqi 
people to decide their own future 
and destiny as an independent and 
sovereign country. 

To increase the struggle against 
the imperialist war and occupation 
of Iraq, for peace, freedom and 
social progress we broadly call upon 
the mass organisations of work-
ing people and farmers, youth and 
women, peace and solidarity and 
all the peace lovers to rally, protest 
and demonstrate on March 20, 2004 
(one year after the invasion of Iraq), 
in every country and region of the 
world, in front of US and England 
embassies and military bases as 
well as in other places you find 
appropriate to express our view and 
demands. 

We believe that the peoples of 
the world constitute the only super-
power!
- Asian & African Peoples 
Solidarity Organization (AAPSO)
- International Association of 
Democratic Lawyers (IADL)
- Organization of Solidarity of the 
Peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America (OSPAAAL)
- Women International 
Democratic Federation (WIDF)
- World Federation of Democratic 
Youth (WFDY)
- World Federation of Trade 
Unions (WFTU)
- World Peace Council 
(WPC) J

Iraq One Year After -
Let’s Demonstrate

Today, under the government of Ricardo Lagos, 
in the prisons of the VIII and IX regions there are 
more Mapuche political prisoners than during 
the [Pinochet] dictatorship.

Earlier this month more than 
3000 Israelis and Palestinians 
participated in the largest 
demonstration against the Wall in 
Abu Dis near Jerusalem.

This is the largest demonstration 
against the wall up to no now. The 
demonstration was held under the 
slogan: “Don’t Say: We Did Not 
Know!”.

As members of the Israeli 
Coalition Against the Wall, Gush 
Shalom activists took part in a 
march along the eight-metre high 
wall and in a protest rally at its 
foot.

The Palestinian side was repre-
sented by the Popular Committee 
Against the Wall in East Jerusalem, 

and the Israeli’s side consisted of 
Ta’ayush, the Women’s Coalition 
for Peace, Yesh Gvul and several 
other peace organisations.

The demonstrators shouted in 
two languages: “Peace – Yes, the 
Wall – No!” 

The demonstration took place 
on the Palestinian side of the 
wall, which is illegal for Israelis. 
However, the police did not 
interfere.

A large force of jeeps and 
mounted policemen was kept in 
reserve, out of sight. When the dem-
onstrators returned to their buses, 
some clashes occurred. Three dem-
onstrators were arrested but later 
released. J

“Peace YES – the Wall NO!”

The following is a public declaration about 
developments in the struggle of the indigenous 
Mapuche people against the domination of their 
land by transnational corporations. It was made 
on February 14 by the Regional Committee of the 
IX Region centred around the city of Temuco.
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Two parties, no cash 
and unwanted oil

The two-party system has served 
capitalism very well over the years, 
as we know. Now, however, more 
and more people are waking up 
to the fact that being offered a 
choice between two versions of 
the same capitalist policy is no 
choice at all.

In Australia, Britain, the US, 
Canada and elsewhere, more and 
more people are turning to alter-
native or, as the Yanks call them, 
“third party” candidates.

This is not confined to individ-
ual voters. In Britain, the rail union 
RMT has been getting into trouble 
with the leadership of the Labour 
Party, to which it is affiliated, for 
publicly supporting alternative par-
ties such as the Scottish Socialists.

“Getting into trouble” may in 
fact be a bit of an understatement. 
The Labour leadership gave the 
RMT an ultimatum to stop support-
ing what they regarded as Labour’s 
electoral rivals, but the union’s 
members voted to ignore the ultima-
tum and continue their support for 
alternative parties.

So a couple of weeks ago the 
RMT was actually thrown out of the 
Labour Party. The irony of this is 
that the RMT was one of the organi-
sations that founded the Labour 
Party in Britain over a century ago.

The times are slowly, but cer-
tainly, a’changin’.

Still in Britain, the Department 
of Trade and Industry has just 
announced that the number of com-
pany failures in the last quarter of 
2003 fell by 22.5 percent compared 
to the same period the previous 
year.

Whoopee! And what caused this 
jolly result for British capitalism? 
Well, it wasn’t because the economy 
had “picked up” and the mass of the 
people now had plenty of money to 
spend, that’s for sure.

No, although it was caused by 
a “consumer spending boom”. But 
to achieve that “spending boom”, 
businesses have been encouraging 
people to use their credit cards or 
store cards, and in the process amass 
hefty debts.

A guy from transnational 
accounting outfit Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers told the British Guardian 
Weekly that “increased consumer 
spending is filtering through to 
businesses with a significant fall in 
company failures”.

“However, the increase in con-
sumer debt has led to record levels 
of personal insolvencies.” In other 
words, a massive increase in the 
number of people going bankrupt 
because they can’t pay their bills.

Official figures released this 
month disclosed that personal 
bankruptcies in the last quarter of 
last year were up by a third. In fact, 
people were going bankrupt at the 
rate of 111 a day!

And what is the government 
(the Labour government, remem-
ber) doing to alleviate this financial 
catastrophe that is already affecting 
thousands of Britons? Why, intro-
ducing new laws, to take effect in 
April, reducing the stigma attached 
to going bankrupt.

Who says capitalism 
isn’t a caring system?

Did you see the recent news-
paper reports about the growing 
environmental threat from sunken 
WW2 warships in the Pacific? 
Makes scary reading.

As the US and Japan fought for 
control of the Pacific, they sank one 
another’s warships at a fearsome 
rate. In one study, 12 Pacific island 
governments have mapped more 
than 3852 sunken warships.

And some of them were big 
ships: the study just mentioned 
listed 23 aircraft carriers, 22 battle-
ships and about 50 oil tankers. 
These ships carried a lot of oil, and 
as the sunken vessels inexorably 
rust away, the oil just as inexorably 
leaks out.

Three years ago 24,000 gal-
lons (109,000 litres) of aviation 
fuel leaked into Ulithi atoll in 
Micronesia from the wreck of a 
WW2 US tanker. US authorities, as 
part of their clean-up of the leaking 
fuel, subsequently pumped a mere 
two million gallons (9m litres) of oil 
out of the wreck.

But big wrecks, with similar 
quantities of oil, abound, and in 
waters close to Australian shores 
and the Great Barrier Reef. 
According to another article in the 
Guardian Weekly, “more than 150 
large ships were sunk close to the 
Solomon Islands … and at least 270 
in the territorial waters of Papua 
New Guinea”.

Just north of the Great Barrier 
Reef lie the wrecks of the US air-
craft carrier Lexington and the US 
fleet tanker Neosho, just two of the 
vessels sunk in the Battle of the 
Coral Sea. These two wrecks alone 
are believed to contain more than 
five million gallons of oil.

Asterio Takesy, the Director 
of the South Pacific Regional 
Environmental Program (SPREP), 
has called on the US and Japan to 
help the vastly poorer governments 
of the Pacific Island states to clean 
up the mess left behind by the US 
and Japanese armed forces.

Otherwise, the leaking oil 
threatens to kill off their coral reefs 

and fish stocks, and with it the tour-
ism on which they largely depend.

So far the US and Japanese 
Governments have treated this call 
with the same disdain that they have 
given to the call that they remove 
or render safe the vast amounts of 
land-based fuel and weapons dumps 
that they left behind across the 
Pacific. J

Preventable deaths
While we can never eliminate all 
accidents, there are still too many 
preventable deaths on our roads. 
And I don’t think that spending 
billions on road improvements is the 
answer to reducing the road toll.

Having lost my six year-old 
child when a car left the road I 
know what families go through 
when I loved one is killed in such 
unexpected circumstances. Too 
often those bereaved retreat into a 
private world of pain to carry on a 
silent struggle to go on.

The community needs to be 
made aware of the very real on-
going emotional cost to families of 
such tragedies.

The loss of a child or other 
loved one is not something that 
families ever get over.

There is also a massive social 
and financial cost to society of this 
road carnage.

Yet, if some measure of good is 
to come from such profound loss we 
need to find the strength to speak 
out and try to change the conditions 
that are killing so many innocent 
children and other people on our 
roads.

We live in a very fast society 
with too many people rushing 
about, trying to do too many things, 
trying save minutes of time, driving, 
but also talking on mobile phones, 
eating, reading, doing their hair 
and thinking about other things they 
have to do.

This is all at the expense of not 

focusing on the moment, the very 
serious task of driving the car or 
other vehicle.

Our community needs a lifestyle 
change; we need to slow our lives 
down, to give more care and more 
thought to our actions.

I am astounded and upset by the 
glamorisation and romance of speed 
and stunt driving I see on television 
advertisements for cars and movies.

This is a terribly distorted mes-
sage to send to young drivers. This 
is socially irresponsible behaviour. 
I find it sickening and offensive 
way to sell cars, publicise movies 
or games.

An advanced and civilised soci-
ety should not tolerate the promotion 
of speed and careless driving.

We are not only losing precious 
individuals on our roads, but our 
community is sadly losing its moral 
and spiritual worth for the sake of 
concentrating too much on the race 
to secure material possessions and 
social positions at the expense of 
what is really important in life.

Part of what determines the real 
health of a society is the care, treat-
ment, protection and value it places 
on the lives of its people, especially 
its most vulnerable, like its children.

Steven Katsineris
Hurstbridge, Vic

An independent 
Speaker?
Latham’s idea to have an 
independent Speaker for the Federal 
Parliament has merit. However, to 
appoint an Independent MP would 
only neutralise the Independent and 
be seen as a major party trick.

Why not appoint an independent 
non-politician from outside the leg-
islature? And whilst they are at it 
why not appoint all Ministers from 
outside the Parliament where the 
choice is infinitely greater?

The quality of the Government, 
of any Government, would improve 
beyond belief. This is the system in 
all European countries and in the 
US.

Could Latham move to end the 
functional amateurism of our politi-
cians??

Klaas Woldring
Pearl Beach, NSW

Howard’s values
“Immigration Department figures 
revealed that nearly 97 children had 
tried to harm themselves while in 
immigration detention over the past 
three years with 88 successful.” (The 
Age, 12/02/04).

Now what did Mr Howard say 
about not teaching children “values” 
in public schools? What are his and 
his government’s values? Is treating 
innocent, traumatised children as 
criminals a value to be aspired to?

It may be Mr Howard’s attitude 

to children but it is certainly not 
many other people’s.

“Disgusted”
Fairfield, NSW

Glad to see the 
Communist symbol
at work
I was having my lunch break at my 
workplace cafeteria the other day 
when I noticed another employee 
that I had not seen before wearing a 
t-shirt with the hammer and sickle 
emblem of the former German 
Democratic Republic emblazoned 
on it.

When this employee walked 
passed me I made the comment: “A 
Great Nation!” and made a salute.

His reply was: “Yes but it does 
not exist anymore” with a German 
accent as I could understand.

I do not know what thoughts 
went through his mind but some 

of us employees would welcome 
another Soviet Union and its allies.

What I see and come across 
in my workplace seems more anti-
working class and anti-progressive. 
When the workplace involves 
healthcare it’s no laughing matter.

At least I felt privileged to see 
a proletarian symbol crossing my 
path. An encouragement to work 
towards a proletariat and progres-
sive world.

Julian
Melbourne, Vic

Note:
The CPA has t-shirts with the 
hammer and sickle under the 
Southern Cross with the letters 
CPA on the right sleeve and left 
pocket. The logo is in gold on a 
red shirt. Price $16 plus $4 post-
age and packing. Order from 
SPA Books, 65 Campbell Street,
Surry Hills, NSW 2010.
See the t-shirts at
www.cpa.org.au/sale/t-shirts.html

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
65 Campbell Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  guardian@cpa.org.au

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

An evening with: Andrew Wilkie
Andrew Wilkie is a former Lieutenant Colonel and Senior 
Intelligence Officer in the Office of National Assessments. 
On 11 March 2003 he resigned in protest over the looming 
Iraq war, the only spook in the USA, UK or Australia to do so. 
The dramatic move was reported globally. Since then he has 
become a leading critic of the Howard Government.
Wilkie will explain why the Iraq war was unjustified and 
illegal, and offer his assessment of the prospects for the still 
embattled country. Central wil be his first-hand observations 
of the politicisation of intelligence in Canberra, London and 
Washington. Wrapping up, Wilkie will consider also the broader 
implications of the war, not least how it made the world a more 
dangerous place.
Sydney
Mon 8 March 7.15pm
Rooty Hill Uniting Church
86 Rooty Hill Rd North, Rooty Hill
Further info: 0404 273 313 or
timothy.k.vollmer@uts.edu.au
Wspg.blogspot.com

Perth
Wed 5 May 7.30pm
Venue info will be sent to you
with your recept of enrolment.
Info: 02 9380 2433
www.extension.uwa.edu.au
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The English photographer 
Lewis Morley, who lived 

and worked in Australia in the ’70s, 
is famous for his photo of Christine 
Keeler, naked on a chair. Not, you 
will notice, for his “seated nude” or 
even “naked woman on chair”.

The photo is only memorable 
because of the notorious society 
prostitute, made well known by her 
involvement with a cabinet minis-
ter, who posed for it. Nevertheless, 
under the title Photographer: 
Lewis Morley (ABC 2.00pm 
Sunday), you can see an “extend-
ed interview” with Mr Morley, 
intercut with “many of his best 
photographs”.

What is an “extended interview” 
anyway? One that’s longer then a 
short one but shorter than a long 
one?

T he Origin of AIDS: A 
Scientific Controversy 

(SBS 7.30pm Tuesday) is a piece 
of journalism, not science. It popu-
larises the views of Edward Hooper, 
a former BBC journalist turned 
author.

Hooper claims an inadvertent 
contamination of an experimental 
oral polio vaccine being used in 
Africa in the late 1950s became the 
vehicle by which a simian precursor 
of HIV/AIDS carried by chimpan-
zees was able to jump the species 
barrier into humans.

Hooper’s evidence is purely cir-
cumstantial. Meanwhile, 22 million 
people are already dead, 40 million 
infected and a continent, Africa, 
devastated.

What is needed in a crisis of this 
magnitude is not journalism but a 
multi-national investigation by the 
World Health Organisation.

The revolutionary upsurge in 
the USA in the late ’50s and 

the ’60s manifested itself in a vari-
ety of ways. Among the non-white 
– African-American, Hispanic and 
Native American – population, the 
upsurge saw the formation of the 
Black Panthers and the American 
Indian Movement, the Civil Rights 
movement and the unionising of 
Mexican-American farm labourers.

The bourgeoisie would fight 
back, wiping out Panther leaders 
like Fred Hampton and others in a 
hail of FBI and police bullets, fram-
ing AIM leader Leonard Peltier and 
railroading him to prison where he 
has been left to rot to this day.

Eventually, Martin Luther King 
would explicitly preach about revo-
lution, and shortly thereafter he too 
would be killed.

It was in this climate that a 
group of black poets in Harlem, 
New York, formed The Last Poets. 
Their work was based on strong, 
direct ideology and revolutionary 
ideas.

They combined rhythmic poetry 
with music in a way that would be 
highly influential on rap and hip-
hop. They performed their poetry, 
speaking to the condition of Black 
people in America using street 
language and percussion, and chal-
lenging people’s preconceptions 
about poetry.

The Last Poets, on Masterpiece 
(SBS 10.00pm Tuesday), uses 
archives from their performances 
to illustrate the brutal strength and 
provocative nature of their work. It 
also compares them with early hip 
hop artists like Public Enemy who 
continued the ideological message 
of the Last Poets.

The original members however 
are dismissive of later movements 
like “gangsta rap”, where the revo-
lutionary message has been replaced 
by using crime to get a “piece of the 
pie”.

As one of them notes, “Today 
the message is no longer important, 
so long as it sells. It’s not taking us 
to a higher level.”

T his week, Stalin: Three 
Faces Of Evil (SBS 8.30pm 

Thursday) attempts a demolition 
job on Stalin as military commander 
in WW2. It trots out all the standard 
anti-Soviet propaganda nonsense: 
“Stalin weakened the Red Army on 
the eve of the war by purging its 
best generals”, etc.

He did this, it says, because 
he was “fearful of a coup”, sug-

gesting that the coup was all in 
his fevered mind. But, as I have 
shown in Culture & Life as recently 
as late last year, the reality of the 
coup attempt has been confirmed 
in books published in the West by 
some of those who participated!

The disinformation produced at 
the time and repeated since about 
the Russo-Finnish War (the War 
Against the White Finns, as it was 
called in the USSR) is all dished up 
again as fact. And of course, Stalin 
is accused of being “blind to Nazi 
aggression” so that the German 
attack took him by surprise.

This kind of rubbish can only 
be produced by ignoring all the 
memoirs and other texts by Soviet 
diplomats and military leaders 
which clearly show that the govern-
ment and high command were only 
too well aware of what Germany 
was preparing to do.

But the perpetrators of anti-
Soviet propaganda like this series 
are not interested in ascertaining 
the truth. The program is an anti-
Communist propaganda weapon 
with wide-ranging application, and 

facts cannot be permitted to blunt its 
effectiveness.

There is an interesting docu-
mentary to be made on the 

subject of contemporary women’s 
cinema. Women Film Desire (SBS 
10.00pm Friday) is not it.

This French documentary by 
award winning filmmaker Marie 
Mandy has a strictly petty-bourgeois 
view which limits women filmmak-
ers’ concerns to “the body, love, 
sensuality and sexuality”.

In the post-modernist gobble-
degook favoured by Marie Mandy, 
today’s women filmmakers “directly 
engage the sexual politics of cin-
ematographic choice”.

If you are interested in debates 
“about the body as the contested 
ground of cinematic production” 
and similar pretentious nonsense, 
then this is for you.

W hat a pity about Fireflies 
(ABC 7.30pm Saturdays) 

eh? There is so much inherent 
drama in the subject (the highs and 
lows in the life of a volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade) that you would think 
it could hardly fail. But it has.

Nothing wrong with the acting 
or the cinematography. The prob-
lem is with the script. Instead of 
drama drawn from real life we have 
soap opera “drama” drawn from 
other TV programs the series’ cre-

ator, AWGIE-winning writer John 
O’Brien (MDA, Water Rats), has 
seen.

In fact, although it was set in a 
rural town and dealt with the fire 
brigade, the series’ scripts could 
with little effort be adapted to the 
water police, a rural police station, 
a team of paramedics, etc. Because 
the drama does not arise from char-
acters in conflict in this specific 
situation but from trite, melodramat-
ic contrivance as irrelevant here as 
anywhere else.

For me, comedy films about 
someone who is put upon 

by fate, tradesmen, etc, are only 
funny if you don’t cringe for the 
poor boob. In Howard Hawks’ 
Bringing Up Baby Cary Grant was 
severely put upon by Katharine 
Hepburn’s ditzy socialite, but the 
film was hilarious and never made 
you cringe.

On the other hand, I find HC 
Potter’s 1948 film Mr Blandings 
Builds His Dream House (ABC 
10.30pm Saturday) more cringe-
worthy than hilarious. Cary Grant 
plays an advertising executive who 
tries to move to rural Connecticut 
and build his dream home.

James Agee, a leading contem-
porary critic, accurately identified 
the film’s audience as “middle class 
middle-brows”. J
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An extended view – Morley’s photo of Joe Orton (Photoprapher: Lewis Morley)

Sydney

Politics in the Pub
Every Friday night 6pm – 7.45pm

Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills
(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)

Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

February 27
Batting for the Senate

ALP Senator John Faulkner; Greens Senator Kerry Nettle;
Democrats Senator Andrew Bartlett

5th March
The impact of globalisation on the aspirations of Latin America

Dr Michael Humphreys School of Sociology Uni NSW;
Dr Estela Valverde, Dept of Spanish and

Latin American Studies Uni NSW
12th March

AN EVENING WITH JOHN PILGER:
POWER, DANGER, THE MEDIA AND CONSCIENCE...

March 19
DIVIDE AND RULE – RETURN OF THE WEDGE

Professor John Warhurst, Politics ANU (to be confirmed);
Phil Glendenning, Director Edmund Rice Centre

Rob Gowland

previews
ABC & SBS

Public Television

South Coast

Strengthening the Trade Union Movement:
Communist Party of Australia’s policy
Speaker: Anna Pha Editor of “The Guardian”

Sunday February 29 2004 10.30 am for 11am
The Beaches Hotel Lawrence Hargrave Drive Thirroul

A BBQ lunch will be provided – $10/waged $5/conc

Organised by the North Illawarra Branch of the Communist Party of Australia.
For further details contact Janice on 02 4283 6130

or janhamilton34@hotmail.com
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The name of the game is 
Hitnatkut (“cutting ourselves off”). 
Meaning: most of the West Bank 
area will become de facto a part of 
Israeli, and the rest we shall leave 
to the Palestinians, who will be 
enclosed in isolated enclaves. From 
these enclaves, the settlements will 
be removed.

Military operation
Stage One: In order to do this, 

we need time – about half a year. 
We are talking about a large-scale 
and complicated military operation. 
The army will have to occupy and 
fortify new lines, while “relocat-
ing” dozens of isolated settlements. 
This will require detailed planning, 
which has not yet even started. Half 
a year is the minimum.

During this period we shall 
finish the “separation fence”, and 
it will play a major part in the new 
deployment. We shall develop the 
“settlement blocs”, to which we 
shall transfer the settlers who will 
be relocated.

The execution of the plan in 
half a year is perfectly timed. At 
exactly that time the American elec-
tion campaign will reach its climax. 
No American politician will dare 
to utter a word against Israel. The 
Democrats need the Jewish votes 
and money. The Republicans also 

need the votes and the money of the 
60 million Christian fundamental-
ists, who support the most extreme 
elements in Israel.

While we quietly prepare the 
big operation, we shall continue to 
flatter President Bush and praise 
his idiotic Road Map, without, of 
course, fulfilling any of our obli-
gations under the Map. But we 
shall blame the Palestinians for 
violating it.

At the same time we shall pre-
tend to seek negotiations with the 
Palestinians. We shall try to meet 
with Abu-Ala as many times as pos-
sible and play the game to the end. 
When we are ready to go, we shall 

terminate the contacts, declare the 
Road Map dead and state sorrowful-
ly that all our efforts to start peace 
negotiations have failed because of 
Arafat.

Stage two: By then, the “sepa-
ration wall” will be ready. The 
Palestinian territories will be sur-
rounded on all sides. In practice 
there will be about a dozen isolated 
pockets. In order to fulfil our prom-
ise about Palestinian “contiguity” 
we shall connect the enclaves by 
special roads, bridges and tunnels, 
which we shall be able to cut at a 
moment’s notice.

The army will withdraw gradu-
ally to the separation barrier and 
redeploy in the territories that will 
be annexed to Israel … altogether, 
more than half of the West Bank.

These areas will not be annexed 
officially, but we shall annex them 
as rapidly as possible in practice. 
We shall fill them with settlements 
(also using the settlers from the 
“relocated” settlements), industrial 
parks, roads, public institutions and 
army installations, so that they will 
become indistinguishable from parts 
of Israel proper.

At the same time, we shall 
evacuate the settlements beyond the 
barrier, including those in the Gaza 
Strip.

In line with the American pro-

posal, we shall call the Palestinian 
enclaves “a Palestinian State with 
Temporary Borders”. That will give 
the Palestinians the illusion that they 
will be able to negotiate the “perma-
nent” borders. But, of course, the 
“separation fence” will be the final 
border.

At our mercy
The terror will not stop com-

pletely, but the Palestinian enclaves 
will be at our mercy and we shall be 
able to cut each of them off at any 
time, prevent movement from one to 
another and make life in them intol-
erable. It will not be worthwhile for 
them to conduct violent acts.

Officially, the Palestinians will 
have free access to the border cross-
ings to Egypt and Jordan, but in 
practice we shall maintain an effec-
tive military presence, enabling us 
to stop movement there at any time. 
At first the world will scream, but 
faced with a fait accompli they will 
quieten down.

Even if Bush remains in the 
White House, he will be paralysed 
until after the elections at the end 
of 2004. If a Democrat is elected 
President, he will need some months 
to settle down. By then everything 
will be finished, and we shall be 
able to generously agree to some 
minor adjustments. This is the Plan. 
Can it be realised?

It is quite possible that Sharon 
will convince Israeli public opinion. 
The great majority of the public is 
united around two points: (a) the 
longing for peace and security, and 
(b) the distrust of Arabs and the 
unwillingness to deal with them. 

(Some weeks ago, a satirical supple-
ment published a slogan: “YES to 
peace, NO to Palestinians”.)

Sharon’s plan promises both. It 
promises peace and security, and it 
is entirely “unilateral”. No negotia-
tions with Palestinians are required, 
it does not depend on the will of the 
Arabs, who can be ignored entirely.

Myths
In this respect, Sharon’s plan 

has a great advantage over the 
Geneva Initiative, which is entirely 
based on the assumption that “there 
is a partner” and that we must 
negotiate with the Palestinians and 
make peace with them. Long years 

of brainwashing, led by Ehud Barak 
and most of the other leaders of 
the “Zionist Left”, have convinced 
the Israeli public that there is no 
partner, that the Arabs are cheating, 
that Arafat has broken every single 
agreement he has signed, etc. The 
Sharon plan conforms to all these 
myths, while the Geneva Initiative 
clashes with them.

But beneath the road to the 
implementation of the Sharon Plan 
there lie two big landmines: the set-
tlers and the Palestinians.

The inhabitants of the settle-
ments that are supposed to be 
“relocated” include some of the 
most extreme elements of the settle-
ment movement. There is no chance 
that these will go away peacefully. 
They will have to be removed by 
force.

That will require a huge military 
effort. While many moderate settlers 
will remove themselves voluntarily 
if given fat compensation, many 
others will resist.

According to an informed 
estimate, some 5000 soldiers and 
policemen will be needed to remove 
just one small “outpost”: Migron, 
near Ramallah, which Sharon was 
supposed to have removed long ago 
according to the Road Map.

When dozens of bigger and 
more established settlements have 
to be removed, it will need a giant, 
quasi war-like operation, requiring a 
general call-up of reserves, with all 
the political implications.

The army cannot just leave 
these territories with the settle-
ments remaining behind. As long as 
the settlements are there, the army 
will be there. In other words, the 
implementation of the plan will not 
be quick and tidy, like the last night 
in south Lebanon, but a process of 
many months, perhaps years.

While the deployment in the 
areas that will be de facto annexed 
to Israel will be quick and effective, 
the transfer of the territories that will 
be turned over to the Palestinians 
will be very slow.

Illusion
It is a complete illusion to 

believe that all this time the 
Palestinians will quietly look on. 
They will see the execution of a 
plan that they believe, quite rightly, 
to be a device for the destruction of 
the national aims of the Palestinian 
people.

Clearly, to call this structure a 
“Palestinian State” is a joke in bad 
taste.

If Sharon succeeds in executing 
his plan, a new chapter in the 100-
year-old Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
will be opened. The Palestinians 
will be crowded into territories that 
will constitute about 10 percent of 
the original territory of Palestine 
before 1948. They will have no 
chance of enlarging this territory. 
On the contrary: they will be afraid 
of Sharon and his successors trying 
to remove them from what is left, 
completing the ethnic cleansing of 
Eretz Israel.

Therefore, the Palestinians will 
fight against this plan, and their 
struggle will intensify the more it 
progresses. All possible means will 
be employed: firing missiles and 
mortar shells over the separation 
barrier, sending suicide bombers 
into Israel, and so on. Probably, the 
violent fight will spill over into 
many other countries around the 
world, both on the ground and in 
the air. There will be no peace, no 
security.

In the end, the basic factors will 
be decisive: the endurance of the 
two peoples, their readiness to con-
tinue the bloody fight, with all its 
economic and social implications, 
as well as the willingness of the 
world to look on passively.

The idea of “unilateral peace” is 
strikingly original. “Peace without 
the other side” is a contradiction in 
terms. Eventually, the fate of this 
plan will be the same as the fate of 
all the other grandiose plans put for-
ward by Sharon in his long career.
Slightly abridged. J

The wall to suuound the Palestinian territories
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They will see the plan as a device for the destruction
of the national aims of the Palestinian people.

Sharon’s speech: 
Diabolical Israeli plan

Uri Avnery is an Israeli academic and in this article makes 
an analysis of a speech made by the Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel 
Sharon towards the end of last year.

Sharon read out the written text of his speech, word for word, 
without raising his eyes from the page. It was vital for him to stick 
to the exact wording, since it was encoded in doublespeak. It is 
impossible to understand it without translation.

So it is no surprise that the flood of interpretations in Israel and 
abroad were ridiculous. The commentators just did not understand 
what they had heard. That’s why they wrote things like “He did not say 
anything new”, “He has no plan”, “He is marking time”, “He is old and 
tired”. And the usual Washington reaction: “A positive step, but...”

Here is the text of Sharon’s speech:


