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CPA statement on Free Trade Agreement

The proposed Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) between Australia and
the United States of America
poses a most serious threat to
the sovereignty, independence,
economic prosperity and security
of the people of Australia. It is
not simply a trade agreement but
an outright sell-out and betrayal
of Australia to the US corporate
agenda for global domination by a
government that cannot do enough
to please its Washington masters.

Trade Minister Mark Vaile
described the agreement as “a great
example of government working
with industry”. It is certainly is!
It was negotiated in secrecy by
government and big business rep-
resentatives, and the details of the
agreement have still to be released
to Parliament and the public. The
honourable minister appears to
have a lot to hide, judging by the
vagueness of his statements and
obvious lies.

US reports reveal that there will
be changes to the Pharmaceutical
Benefits Scheme. These include
establishment of an “independent”
committee with the power to over-
ride decisions of the government
committee over listings and a
strengthening of the big pharmaceu-
tical companies’ patent rights at the
expense of cheaper generic medi-
cations. This will result in higher
prices. At first the Government
may absorb these, using taxpayers’
money, but eventually they will
emerge in the form of higher script
payments. As prices of medica-
tions move towards those in the
US, Australians can expect to pay
between three and ten times as
much for their scripts.

Minister Vaile is clearly lying
when he tells the Australian people
that “the price and listing arrange-
ments that ensure Australians access
to quality, affordable medicines,
remains intact” and that the price
of prescription medicines will not
increase as a result of the FTA.

“This is the most significant
immediate reduction of industrial
tariffs ever achieved in a US free
trade agreement”, the US Trade
Office proudly declares. It esti-
mates US exports of manufactured
goods to Australia will increase by
USS$2 billion (A$2.6b) compared

with a corresponding increase of
only US$1.4 billion for Australia.
This will increase Australia’s trade
deficit with the US (already A$6
billion) and lead to the loss of many
thousands of jobs.

In return Australian rural
exporters (especially large agribusi-
ness concerns) will benefit from the
removal of tariffs on lamb, sheep,
cereals and some horticultural prod-
ucts, and increases in some quotas.
The beef quota, for example, will
be increased in small increments
over 18 years, and tariffs on wool
removed within four years and other
wool items within 10 years. But
for sugar growers, the US markets
remain as tight as ever.

The FTA covers much more than
just trade in manufactured goods:
it also covers “trade in services”,
that is, the provision of education,
welfare, health, financial services,
transport, telecommunications,
energy, water, entertainment, media,
audio visual, and other services. It
also goes beyond trade to cover for-
eign investment, securities markets,
quarantine regulations, customs,
industrial laws, environmental,
intellectual property, competition
policy, deregulation, health and
safety, and other issues.

Environment to rely
on “voluntary market-

based mechanisms”

Quarantine and environmental
regulations are also seen as barri-
ers to investment and trade. The
FTA will see an easing of our vital
quarantine laws and a weakening of
existing environmental protection.
The agreement advocates instead the
promotion of “voluntary, market-
based mechanisms to protect the
environment”. But the handing over
of quarantine matters to “market-
based mechanisms” endanger the
health of our people and the security
of crops and animals. They could
have catastrophic effects. Possible
changes to labelling requirements
(eg for genetically modified foods)
also pose a serious threat to public
health.

The transnational corporations
(TNCs) consider protection against
foreign takeovers and preference to
domestic companies to be barriers
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to investment and trade. The clear
aim of the FTA negotiators was to
remove such “barriers”.

The FTA opens up the
Australian economy to US corpo-
rations and financial institutions.
Trade Minister Mark Vaile claims
that Australia “retains the right to
examine significant foreign invest-
ment proposals in all sectors”. But
his US counterpart says, “All invest-
ment in new businesses is exempted
from screening under Australia’s
Foreign Investment Promotion (sic)
Board (FIRB)”. (The correct title is
Foreign Investment Review Board
— was this a Freudian slip or does
it indicate that major changes to the
FIRB have in fact have already been
canvassed or agreed on?)

The US statement continues:
“Thresholds for acquisitions by
US investors in nearly all sectors
are raised significantly, from A$50
million to $800 million. This higher
threshold would have exempted
nearly 90 percent of US investment
transactions from screening over the
past three years.”

Vaile makes an amazing pro-
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nouncement about provisions on
media and audio visual issues: “The
agreement ensures that there can
be Australian voices and stories on
audiovisual and broadcasting ser-
vices, now and in the future.” Can
be? Must be!

Defeat the FTA

picks up on many of the provisions
of the previously discredited and
aborted Multilateral Agreement on
Investment and some of the most
contentious demands made by the
US, Japan and European Union that
led to the collapse of the Seattle and

The FTA is a major step in the process
of a US takeover of Australia.

But in fact the elimination of
“Australian voices and stories”
seems likely judging by US claims:
“In the area of broadcasting and
audio visual services, the FTA con-
tains important and unprecedented
provisions to improve market
access for US firms and television
programs over a variety of media
including cable, satellite, and the
internet.”

These examples show that the
FTA is a comprehensive document
going far beyond trade questions. It
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Cancun WTO ministerial meetings.
The FTA says there may be
“joint cooperative activities to
advance common objectives and
work on labour law and practice
...” What does this mean? In the
context of the far greater power
of the US and the grovelling,
capitulating nature of the Howard
Government this can only mean
Australia adopting the pro-
corporate, anti-union laws and
practices of the USA.
continued page 12
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Now to defeat the FTA

The proposed Free Trade Agreement with the United States is
a sell-out of Australia’s national interests to the US government
and the agenda of both US and Australian corporations. Not a
single aspect of the Australian economy and Australia’s social
and political life will remain untouched by the consequences of
the FTA. The Communist Party, (CPA) in its analysis on page 1,
calls for the FTA to be exposed and defeated.

Once again Federal Government Ministers from the Prime
Minister down are either making misleading statements, telling
half-truths or spinning outright lies.

The terms of the agreement will affect education, health
services including pharmaceutical products, the environment,
quarantine protection, industrial laws and working conditions,
agriculture, manufactures, financial services and investments,
media and cultural matters and much more. There is a great po-
tential to build a massive, broad and strong movement to defeat
the FTA. As more and more people become aware of the likely
consequences of the agreement on their lives they will be looking
for ways to defeat it.

In the first stage, the community has to be informed of the
detail of the FTA and how it will affect them. The Guardian and
all CPA organisations will work hard to present as much infor-
mation as possible.

Already there are many who are speaking out against the
agreement. Not only has the CPA come out emphatically against
it, so have the Greens and the Democrats. At present the Labor
leaders are critical of aspects of the FTA, but they have yet to
take a strong stand against it. It is imperative that they are per-
suaded to oppose and vote against the enabling legislation when
it is presented to parliament.

To build the strongest and broadest community-wide op-
position, political parties, many community organisations, trade
unions, farmer organisations, students, media and cultural
workers, peace activists, civil liberty groups, environmentalists,
Indigenous people, and others can build a strong movement by
becoming vocal and joining a common front. All have an interest
in seeing the FTA thrown out. Campaigns on a statewide and
national basis are called for and wherever possible international
solidarity sought.

The CPA is preparing a leaflet for distribution and a booklet
to give readers extensive information. We will launch a petition
for signature collection and presentation to the Federal parlia-
ment. The statement of the CPA in this issue of The Guardian
will be posted on CPA web sites. It can be copied from these sites,
distributed at meetings, printed and emailed to your friends and
networks, and any other means possible. If you can help with the
distribution of leaflets or any other tasks please get in touch with
your local Party organisation or the Party’s head office.

The FTA was negotiated behind closed doors by representa-
tives of the Federal Government together with representatives
of big corporations. Needless to say, representatives of trade
unions, social and welfare organisations, environmentalists, and
so on were not invited to the negotiating table. They, like most
MPs, have been kept in the dark.

Just as the MAI was defeated in 1998, it is possible to defeat
the FTA in 2004.

The FTA between the US and Australia is modelled on the
1994 North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) between
the US, Canada and Mexico. What did it do for Mexico? Between
1994 and 2003 Mexico’s minimum wage lost 20 percent of its pur-
chasing power. Wages and benefits in the manufacturing sector
dropped 9 percent. The number of Mexican households living
in poverty grew by 80 percent. Today, 70 percent of Mexico’s
population lives below the poverty line. Rural poverty is ram-
pant. Sixty percent of Mexico’s indigenous children suffer form
severe malnutrition. The cost of environmental degradation is
calculated at 10 percent of GDP per year.

There are similar results in other countries that adopted free
trade agreements with the US. The US economy is much more
powerful than that of Australia and will impose its will on the
weak. In addition the Australian Government has repeatedly
shown its subservience to US policies.

There can be little doubt, despite the differences between
Australia and Mexico, that what happened to Mexico will also
happen to Australia. STOP the FTA!

February 18,

PRESS FUND
So far the Press Fund is on track to meet its annual target. Not so
Bush and Co.’s rationale for the invasion of Iraq, that edifice of
untruths which continues to crack and crumble away with new
revelations every week. “The best laid plans of mice and men gang
aft aglay”, as poet Robbie Burns observed. Happily, The Guardian
is playing its own part in those revelations, and will continue to do
so with the help of you, our readers and supporters. So please, keep
those contributions rolling in for the next issue! Our sincere thanks
go to the following for their generous contributions this week:

“Aged Pensioners” $200, B Appleton $40, Craig Greer $20, “Round
Figure” $8, Bob Treasure $12, Max Whisson $10.

This week’s total: $290. Progressive total: $2100.

Anger erupts in Redfern

Thomas Hickey, a 17-year-old
Aboriginal youth, died last Sunday
morning in the Prince of Wales
Children’s Hospital after he was
flung off his bicycle and impaled
on a metal fence on Saturday in the
inner Sydney suburb of Waterloo.
Thomas’s mother claimed that there
were witnesses who had seen the
police pursuing him, and that they
searched him before he was taken to
the hospital. After Thomas’s death
the Aboriginal community in the
nearby suburb of Redfern erupted
in anger and frustration.

Family spokesperson, Lyall
Munro, said the community is

regarding the event as a “death in
custody” case. The police have
denied any involvement.

On Sunday evening riot police
arrived and they and some of the
locals had a running battle for sev-
eral hours. Streets were barricaded
and trains were ordered not to stop
at Redfern. A car and the railway
station were set alight and the police
were pelted with rocks and bottles.

Tensions in the suburb between
police and Aboriginal residents are
long-term and always simmering,
with police harassment ongoing.
Aboriginal community leaders for
years have tried to persuade govern-

Family spokesperson, Lyall Munro said
the community is regarding the event

as a “death in custody”

case.

ments to invest money in education
and job creation for the disadvan-
taged young people in the area.

Skyrocketing real estate prices
have put more pressure on Redfern
residents to leave the suburb, thus
dispersing a community which has
a long history in the suburb.

Premier Bob Carr said the police
would conduct an internal inquiry
into their involvement in Thomas
Hickey’s death, which would be
overseen by the Ombudsman.

But the real agenda for inner-
city Redfern, a real estate hotspot,
was made clear by Liberal leader
John Brogden, who stated, “I’d
bring the bulldozers in”.

What is needed now is a thor-
ough, independent investigation into
the death of Thomas Hickey, not
the police investigating the police,
as well as into the over-policing in
Redfern. @&

Multi-million dollar racism

The Federal Government’s
xenophobia appears to have no
limits. Australia is maintaining
its refugee detention centre on
Manus Island at a cost of $716,000
per month to detain just one asylum
seeker.

Immigration Minister Amanda
Vanstone has defended the cost as
“cheap at the price”.

According to a spokesperson for
Minister Vanstone’s department, the
spending was necessary because the
centre needed to be kept in a state of
“operational readiness”.

Aladdin Sisalem, a Palestinian
refugee from Kuwait has been
detained alone on Manus Island,
Papua New Guinea, since July 2003.
All the other asylum seekers have
long had their claims processed and
departed.

Like many other asylum seek-
ers Mr Sisalem arrived by boat.
However, unlike most other boat
arrivals he landed within Australia’s
migration zone — he actually set foot
on Australian soil at Sabai Island in
Torres Straight.

Yet Mr Sisalem was still detained
and deported on a technicality.

As his lawyer, Eric Vadarlis,
explained to The 7.30 Report: “He
forgot to ask for a form, according
to the Government.

“He should have said, ‘I seek
asylum and can I please have form
X’. And because he was not given
the form X, because he didn’t ask
for it, they summarily took him, put
him on a plane and took him off to
Manus Island.”

Mr Sisalem has officially been
declared a refugee by the United
Nations Human Rights Commission
with a spokesperson for UNHCR
confirming: “... as a Palestinian
outside his place of residence, Mr
Sisalem is a refugee”.

An Immigration Detention fact
sheet on Minister Vanstone’s own
webpage clearly states: “Those
who are found to be refugees are
released from detention immedi-
ately, subject to health and character
requirements”.

Yet the Government washes
its hands on yet another technical-
ity. Australia’s obligation under
the United Nations Convention
on Refugees only extends as far
as not forcibly deporting him to

places where he faces or may face
persecution.

This means, according to
Senator Vanstone: “Asylum seek-
ers do not have the right to select
the country in the world that will
hear their claim and they do not
have the right to select the country
in the world where they will be
resettled”.

And so, a victim of the
Government’s continuing and deep-
ening racism, Mr Sisalem sits alone
behind barbed wire on a far-flung
tropical island.

The Australian people continue
to pay the wages of four staff from
the International Organisation for
Migration and the 30 guards con-
tracted to watch Mr Sisalem’s every
move, 24 hours a day.

Along with Mr Sisalem
Australia continues to detain 977
refugees at similar camps and cen-
tres all over the Australian continent
and throughout the Pacific and
Indian Oceans.

The Immigration department
recently, and proudly, announced
a new facility is planned for
Brisbane. &

Joan Winch’s playing field

Vic Williams

Joan Winch, an outstanding
Aboriginal woman, has very high
achievements despite a very uneven
playing field. She has achieved a
great deal for Aboriginal health
and won many well-deserved
honours. She was the speaker at a
special function held in Perth for
Invasion Day (January 26). Her
life illustrates the tough times
that Aboriginal people have had
and still have in Australia.

She spoke of the playing field
when she was a child. Her father
moved the family to Fremantle so
that the children could get some
education. Her mother was one of
the Stolen Generation, taken from
her mother when she was two. Some
Aboriginals said they were Maori,
Indian or Portuguese to dodge some
of the restrictions — off the street by
6pm, higher education out of reach,
even going to school after 14.

She told of being in a race at her
father’s work picnic when she was
11 and winning an EPNS (electro-
plated nickel silver) sugar basin.
When she went to tell her parents
she had won she saw the runners
line up again. So she raced back and

won a second time. She still has the
basin. It was just another example of
the uneven playing field, you have
to win twice. She was not allowed
to join the basketball team for she
only had a home-made uniform.

When the troopships brought
Australian soldiers to Fremantle,
there was no place for the Aboriginal
soldiers to go and they had to stay
on the wharf. Joan crawled under
the barbwire and brought them back
to her house and her mother looked
after them. The children were excit-
ed to hear their stories.

Many of her cousins in the
country were not accepted in
school and never learned to read or
write. One of them aged about 20
came back from the war and was
discharged and went back to his
country town. The authorities took
his children away and didn’t allow
him into the town.

The 1936 Royal Commission
resulted in even greater control of
Aboriginal people, including penal-
ties for actions not an offence for
non-Aboriginals.

Joan found the same discrimi-
nation when working as a nurse,
but because she loved the work she
continued. She was finally accepted

in WAIT School of Nursing when
she was 38.

Before the 1967 referendum,
they could not buy land or get any-
thing on hire purchase. After the
Referendum Indigenous Australians
could buy land and when she was
asked why she didn’t buy land
when it was cheap she could have
answered: “Where is it in English
law you have to buy back something
that is stolen?”

The playing fields may have
become a bit more level but they
have changed the goal posts.

Joan has outstanding achieve-
ments. As a triple certified nurse she
studied ophthalmology under Fred
Hollows. In 1983 she started Marr
Mooditj College (Good Hand) to
help Aboriginals develop their self-
esteem.

She has a MA in Public Health
from James Cook University. In
2002 Curtin University appointed
her Adjunct Professor.

In 1988, she was made
Australian National Woman of the
Year, won the Sahowa award from
the World Health Organisation in
1987 and the Federal Century Medal
in 2003. She is also a member of the
Parole Board in WA. &
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NSW rail dispute

Tom Pearson

The NSW rail dispute continues
this week, perpetuated by the
Carr Government’s refusal to deal
with the fundamental problems of
the system, problems caused by a
lack of funding and widespread
staff shortages. The Government’s
intransigence will see up to 120
CityRail train services a day
cancelled if it stays on the path of
confrontation and refuses to face
up to its responsibilities to the
commuters of Australia’s biggest
metropolis.

In the face of a belligerent
campaign of misinformation by
Transport Minister Michael Costa,
Rail, Tram and Bus Union (RTBU)
members have now been given no
option but to refuse to do the exces-
sive overtime that has been forced
on them in order to keep the system
operating.

Among the accusations hurled
at the drivers by Costa during the
past two weeks is that the dispute
is being caused by the “guerrilla
tactics” of a few “renegade” driv-
ers. Yet last weekend just 12 out of
CityRail’s 300 drivers took up the
Government’s so-called solution of
increased overtime pay.

Central to the dispute is the
failure by Government for almost
a decade to ensure necessary staff
levels are maintained, the result of

funding cuts and the deliberate run-
ning down of the CityRail system.

The Government’s offer of a
$400-a-month increase in overtime
payments was rejected by the driv-
ers because it was clearly a band-aid
solution to a haemorrhaging system.
They also recognised the govern-
ment’s ploy — that if they accepted
the offer it would be perceived by
the public that they were holding
the system to ransom for a pay rise,
when in fact they have genuine con-
cerns that need to be addressed.

The union points out that there
are high levels of overtime across
the whole system. During the
dispute the Government and the
management, RailCorp, have ped-
dled the line that train cancellations
and delays have occurred as a result
of a campaign by drivers to refuse
to do overtime. This is not so.

Management and Government
are attacking the union and its mem-
bers because they are desperately
seeking scapegoats for the current
chaos. The RTBU is calling for the
real problems in the system to be
dealt with.

They include the failure of man-
agement to plan for the needs of the
system despite the warnings issued
by union members over some time
that there was an acute shortage
of staff to run the system properly.
Lack of investment in capital equip-
ment, and lack of investment in

The Government'’s offer of a $400-a-month increase
in overtime payments was rejected by the drivers
because it was clearly a band-aid solution

fo a haemorrhaging system.

: Govt seeks scapegoats
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The Government'’s “crash through or crash” approach has failed

recruiting and training staff are the
real cause of the current crisis.

Management has refused to con-
sult with the union and instead has
adopted a “crash through or crash”
approach to the workforce. And the
workforce has crashed, because they
simply can no longer keep up the
hours required to keep the system
running.

The crisis is affecting the whole
of the workforce, says the union. In
every area staff shortages have bal-
looned as recruitment procedures
have faltered and ceased.

A campaign of intimidation by
management has accompanied the
public attack on the drivers:

* Drivers have been expected to
break award and enterprise agree-
ment conditions;

* There has been arbitrary and
inconsistent application of disciplin-
ary measures;

 Drivers have been contacted
by management at home on days off
and while on holidays;

* Drivers have been unable to
contact supervisors when required;

* Driver recruitment and train-
ing is unplanned and inadequate;

* Drivers’ amenities and facili-
ties are dirty and substandard;

e There are public safety and
occupational health and safety con-
cerns;

i
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* There are problems with ros-
tering and timetables and concerns
about excessive overtime.

It is a debacle on a grand scale.
All those people who went to the
2000 Olympics will have come
away with the impression that
Sydney’s public rail system must
rank with the best in the world,
moving millions of visitors quickly
and efficiently throughout the city.

There were 3000 extra work-
ers employed on the system during
the Games, but it was clearly all
for show. In just three years the
Carr Government has brought that
system into chaos, and now to a
grinding halt. &

Govt gains power to outlaw organisations

Tom Pearson

The ALP has opportunistically
agreed to legislation giving the
federal Attorney-General the
power to outlaw organisations.
Previously the Government could
ban organisations only if they
were on a UN list of proscribed
groups considered to be terrorist.
Attorney-General Philip Ruddock
now has the executive power to put
any organisation it deems to be
terrorist-related on a banned list of
the Government’s own making.
Labor has rolled over once
again, this time with the aim of
avoiding national security issues
in the coming federal election.
They merely inserted a few lame
amendments in allowing the leg-
islation through, such as having a

parliamentary committee assess the
intelligence which led to the pro-
scribing of an organisation.

Under the pretext of “national
security” the Howard Government,
with the backing of the ALP and
state Labor governments, has intro-
duced a long list of laws that violate
the fundamental democratic rights
and civil liberties that Australians
have won over many generations.

The introduction of such laws
is an ongoing process. They are a
reflection of an extremely danger-
ous move towards a dictatorial form
of rule.

Below is a brief summary of
most of the laws introduced to date.

Federal
» ASIO has the power to arrest
and detain people which it did not

have before, essentially changing it
from a spy agency to a secret police
organisation. It has more agents than
at any time in its history.

» People can be jailed for five
years for refusing to answer ques-
tions when interviewed by ASIO
and the Federal Police.

e Anyone who has been
interrogated or has witnessed an
interrogation can be jailed for two
years for revealing the content of
that questioning.

e ASIO can hold people
indefinitely if they are suspected of
having information about terrorism
or matters the Government defines
as terrorist-related. The legisla-
tion allows for them to be detained
indefinitely through repeated exten-
sions of time.

* Detainees of ASIO have no

Outrage at coal mine approval

“Vandalism”, “madness” and
“scandalous” was the outraged reply
of Murrurundi residents to news
that the NSW State Government
had granted approval for a coal
mine to be set up just 100 metres
from the bank of the Pages River
in the Hunter Valley region.

The initial approval for the mine
allows Bickham Coal to extract
25,000 tonnes of coal from a pit two
hectares in area.

Residents have long argued
that because of the proximity of the
mine to the river and the depth of
the pit there is a real danger that the
river may change course and divert
into the pit.

This would be an environmental
and financial catastrophe not only
for local residents but for farms and
business all the way down the river
to Newcastle.

Residents are angry that along
with the mining approval the
Bickham Mine Company has been
granted a licence by the Department
of Infrastructure Planning and
Natural Resources to extract water
from the Pages River. This breaches
a moratorium on the granting of
new water licences for environmen-
tal reasons that has to be observed
by local farmers and residents.

Murrurundi  Shire Council
General Manager, John Griffiths,

was upbeat but cautious. “The State
Government has placed these strin-
gent conditions on the development
and we hope they will monitor the
development to ensure no adverse
impacts on our shire”.

BCAG - the Bickham Coal-
mine Action Group — responded,
saying, “The controls put on the
mining company are similar to those
one would find in a Third World
country development”.

The group says the Government
had effectively put a $50,000 price
tag on the river — the amount of
the bond the company must pay to
ensure against any future environ-
mental damage. &

right of access to legal advice or
contact with family. There are no
requirements to report that they are
being held. They can just “disap-
pear” as was the case under the
junte in Chile.

¢ The definition of “terror-
ist groups” is so sweeping that a
whole range of organisations can be
labelled as terrorist, including trade
unions, peace groups and political
parties.

¢ The Attorney-General has
the power to nominate groups as
terrorist-oriented.

+ ASIO has the right to go into
people’s personal computers via the
internet and change data.

 The military has the power to
shoot-to-kill civilians in the streets
under the Defence Legislation
(Aid to the Civil Authorities) Act
passed in the lead-up to the Sydney
Olympics.

 This legislation established
the legal and political basis for
using troops to “suppress political
disturbances”.

» The House of Representatives
last year passed legislation to give
the Government the right to cut
the internet and phone services of
groups and individuals involved in
organising protest actions.

¢ Under this legislation the
Government will be able to order
communications companies to stop
supplying services to groups or indi-
viduals deemed by ASIO as being a
“threat to national security”.

* People running such targeted
websites, and those with links to
them, could be jailed for two years.

¢ The Attorney-General will
be able to order the Australian

Communications Authority to refuse
a licence to telecommunications
service providers and the Authority
will be required to get permission
from the Attorney-General’s office
before granting a licence to any
provider.

There is no requirement to give
notifcation when a security check
has been failed and telecommunica-
tions will be cut off.

NSW

The NSW Carr Labor
Government laid the groundwork
for much of the new legislation and
has led the way for similar legisla-
tion being introduced piecemeal in
the states.

* The NSW Police now only
have to have “reasonable grounds”
to suspect a terrorist attack to detain
and search suspects — without a
warrant.

* They can detain foreigners
without trial; have access to the files
of government departments without
a court order.

* They have the power to
demand disclosure of the phone
calls, faxes and files of members
of activist organisations, and
charge their members for refusing
to reveal information about other
suspects.

» Force can be used to take
photos of detainees who can also
be ordered to remove items of
clothing.

* NSW Police have the power
to conduct electronic surveillance
of individuals and to detain and
interrogate them without access to
alawyer. ©
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SA public servants in tough EBA battle

Bob Briton

South Australian public servants
are moving into a second month
of bans in support of the Public
Service Association’s (PSA) “Fair
Deal” campaign for an acceptable
Enterprise Bargaining Agreement
(EBA).

The determination of the public
servants has led SA’s Industrial
Relations Minister Michael Wright
to accuse the PSA of “bloody-
mindedness”. However, a review of
the campaign for a new EBA shows
that it is the Minister and his gov-
ernment that have been obstructive
and unhelpful.

The 2001 EBA expired on
November 22 last year. The PSA got
an extension of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) protecting
conditions until a new agreement
was worked out. The union had
already submitted its new claim in
August and the Government had
written promising to continue its
policy of no forced redundancies.

The response from Cabinet on
December 2 was short and sweet.
The government was offering only
a three percent per annum wage
increase, four percent for the lowest
paid ASOI classified workers and
six weeks paid maternity leave. The
bulk of the modest claims from the
union had been ignored.

The wage increase of three per
cent was a shocker given the spiral-
ling cost of household electricity
and a 3.9 percent increase in state
fees and charges. The govern-
ment offer was out of step with its
own recent decisions over wages.
Judges’ pay were boosted recently
by 12.5 percent per annum and that
of governments’ political staffers by
up to 20 percent! Six weeks paid
maternity leave would still have
left SA with the worst public sector
maternity leave provisions in the
country.

Formal negotiations began on
December 17. From the outset,
however, it became clear that the
departmental team did not have the

Six weeks paid matemity leave would still have left SA with the
worst public sector maternity leave provisions in the country.

The PSA claim included a 12
percent salary increase over the next
two years. Other items were under
the broad headings of protection
of all current conditions, improved
conditions and benefits, measures to
improve mobility across the public
sector, proper resourcing and staff-
ing levels, improved family friendly
conditions (including 14 weeks paid
maternity leave) and a Bargaining
Agents Fee for non-unionists ben-
efiting from the PSA’s efforts.

authority to negotiate the crucial
wages question and the discussions
broke down. It took the Minister
until January 28 to make a revised
offer — a minute increase in pay
of 3.5 percent and an extension of
the four percent increase to ASO2
& 3 classifications. Eight weeks
maternity leave was the only other
concession.

Mr Wright insisted that his new
offer had nothing to do with the
campaign of bans in place since

early in January! In response to
the Minister’s chain dragging, an
impressive list of bans has been
imposed:

« Staff at the Institute of
Medical and Veterinary Science
will not process Medicare forms for
blood tests

* Speed camera operators are
refusing to replace film in fixed
cameras and randomly switching off
mobile cameras

« PSA members have been
holding up signs drawing the atten-
tion of motorists to upcoming speed
cameras

* Housing Trust staff are not
collecting maintenance bills on
public housing

e Land Titles Office staff are
banning overtime

* Road Transport Inspectors

are banning shift work and court
appearances

« Staff at the State Library will
not collect fees for services and

tours

* Family and Youth Services
staff are banning some court reports

All together, PSA General
Secretary Jan McMahon estimates
that the campaign has cost the
government around $1 million in
revenues.

Unfortunately, an opportunity
to bring the message home to the
Premier and his Cabinet colleagues
was passed up at a meeting of work-
place representatives on January
21. A motion to continue bans was
combined with one pledging to keep
putting Ministers’ pay into their
bank accounts. This was an act of
“good faith” in the Minister who

had advised the union that another
offer was on the way.

The faith of the reps was mis-
placed as it turns out. Dispute or no
dispute, Premier Rann is still getting
his regular $3750 per week while
his Ministers continue to scrape by
on a mere $3300 each.

Mr Wright’s accusation of
“bloody-mindedness” followed
an announcement from the PSA’s
Wages Committee that the union
would be prepared to accept any
double-digit wage offer.

A packed meeting of work-
site reps last Wednesday rejected
the governments’ latest offer and
resolved to escalate the PSA’s
industrial action as determined at
the worksite level.

SA’s public servants are clearly
in no mood to be fobbed off. &

LABOUR NOTES

The Construction

ing the Cole Royal

Forestry Mining and Energy Union
(CFMEU) has called on the Federal Government to scrap
the Interim Building Industry Taskforce (IBIF) set up dur-
Commission.
revelations that the taskforce refuses to pursue employers
who have underpaid workers by breaching federal awards
and agreements. At a recent Senate Estimates Committee
the taskforce said that it was aware of incidences of under-
payments but it does not investigate employee entitlements.
National Secretary of the CFMEU John Sutton said that it
confirms what the union has thought since the body was
formed: it is only interested in chasing unions and employees.

Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Workers Union staff at
the Borallon Correctional Centre in Ipswich, Queensland have
voted for strike action after their employer US multinational
MTC insisted on cutting back sick leave entitlements. “MTC
has an international reputation for tough bargaining with its
workers and unions wherever they are based across the
globe. At the same time as we are arguing with the company
in Queensland correctional service officers employed by the
same people in Canada are locked into tough negotiations in
Ontario”, LHMU Private Prisons Co-ordinator Ron Simon said.

Also in Queensland, 800 workers at Rockhampton City
Council are considering taking industrial action over the
council’s failure to negotiate a new enterprise bargaining
agreement. The council workers have not had a pay increase
since January last year and the council made employees
absorb last year’s National Safety Net rise. “That is, after
all, supposedly the purpose of EBAs — to provide pay rates
and pay rises that are above the normal award rates and
rises. The Howard Government and employers are always
arguing that awards should only be a minimum. The Rock-
hampton City Council's current offer does not even cover
last year’'s award rise, let alone provide for more than the
supposed minimum, ASU Lead Organise Jenny Earl said.

The demand follows

Australia Post workers resist cuts, restructuring

Bob Brition

Postal workers involved in
campaigning for a new Enterprise
Bargaining Agreement have been
involved in a tense battle with
Australia Post management over
recent months. Even though the old
EBA — known as EBAS —is due to
expire on February 20, Australia
Post has shown no willingness to
negotiate reasonable terms on key
union demands.

In fact, efforts to conclude
an EBA6 — the Communications,
Electrical, Electronics, Plumbing
Union’s (CEPU) “Securing Our
Future” campaign — have had to be
refocused on moves by Australia
Post to restructure its Parcel Post
Centres.

In Sydney, Australia Post
decided to close four centres and
forcibly relocate workers to a new
centralised facility at Chullora.
In Victoria, workers have been
bundled off from Port Melbourne
to the new Ardeer centre in West
Sunshine.

Workers in Sydney first took
strike action over the move on
December 11 last year. Australia
Post’s application to the Federal
Court for an injunction pre-
venting the 24-hour strike was
rejected. CEPU’s NSW Secretary
Jim Metcher pointed out that only
13 of the 850 employees affected
had accepted the terms of the
change.

Among other things, workers
would lose a $1000 a year parcel
allowance. In its own defence,
Australia Post said that it had

offered “generous” relocation pay-
ments of $500 to $1000 to workers
and ruled out forced redundancies.

The union was not able to get
adequate assurances from Australia
post about full-time jobs and
entitlements last year and nothing
has changed since. Two thousand
Australia Post, Parcel Post and
transport workers went on strike
again last Thursday over the same
issues. Management is still keeping
tight-lipped about the full conse-
quences of the restructuring due to
be completed in March.

Right to be concerned

The Sydneysiders are right
to be concerned. Workers at the
Ardeer centre in Melbourne know
more about what the changes will
bring. Their new parcel facility was
opened on Australia Day.

Facilities for staff at the new
centre are poor. The union has
asked for a small canteen to be
established. Some workers have
been put on “interim duties” that
are bound to run out. Part-timers
have had their overtime taken away.
Penalty payments have been halved
by roster changes. Workers starting
a shift after 9pm are entitled to a 30
per cent loading. Before nine, the
loading is only 15 per cent. You
guessed it; the affected shifts now
start at 8pm.

Joan Doyle State Secretary of
the Postal and Telecommunications
Branch of CEPU in Victoria con-
demned this attack on the incomes
of lowly paid workers: “Australia
Post’s actions are even more out-
rageous when you consider [its

managing director] Mr John earns
more in four days than most of
these people earn in a year.”

It was revealed recently that
Graeme John is Australia’s highest
paid public servant, pulling down
$1.88 million last year.

CEPU has conducted a very
effective campaign involving
the 250 workers disrupted by the
move. They staged a 24-hour strike
on January 29 and protests outside
parcel handling centres across
Melbourne. Australia Post resorted
to hiring juniors from Ready
Workforce to work alongside man-
agers to minimise delays.

Australia Post obtained an
order from the Federal Court the
day after the strike banning further
industrial action. The determina-
tion was made even though the
actions were protected. Though
CEPU has now decided to resist
changes through non-industrial
means, Australia Post is proceeding
with legal action against the union
and Joan Doyle.

Australia Post is determined to
push ahead with its restructuring of
the Parcel Post service. Success in
this anti-worker venture is essential
if even more ambitious changes are
to be pulled off.

The CEPU is bracing itself for
a campaign over the next twelve
months to prevent mail delivery
rounds being converted to part-time
jobs with outdoor work only. The
Netherlands has already replaced
9000 full-time postie positions
with lower paid delivery-only staff.
Australia Post would love to follow
this overseas example. &
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Agribusinesses in |
huge water scam

AUSTRALIA 5

Peter Mac

Many farmers and graziers of today
are still battling the droughts as did
Henry Lawson’s “Andy” more than
100 years ago. But, now they are also
up against the giant agribusinesses
that consume a huge proportion of
the nation’s river waters.
...Oh may the showers in
torrents fall,
And all the tanks run over,
And may the grass grow green
and tall,
In pathways of the drover,
And may good angels send the
rain
On desert stretches sandy,
And when the summer comes
again
God grant it brings us Andy.
from
“Our Andy’s gone with cattle”
Henry Lawson, 1888
Farmers in the northern NSW
Jemalong irrigation district have
protested that “translucent” water
recently released from major dams
for environmental reasons should
have been diverted for their use, in
order to save their crops and graz-
ing animals, which are in danger of
dying of thirst in huge numbers.
However, Don Martin, the
Central West regional man-

nation’s biggest river system, the
Murray Darling is for most of its
length no wider than a major high-
way, even in flood periods.

The question of how water is
stored and used is therefore very
much a matter of life and death
for the nation and its prosperity.
Australia’s most voracious consum-
ers of this, our most precious natural
asset, are the major irrigators, the
huge agribusiness companies that
grow “inundation crops” such as
rice and cotton.

The cotton growing properties
of northern NSW and south-west
Queensland have long been the
subject of bitter disputes concerning
their huge water consumption and
their abundant use of highly toxic
insecticides.

Action by the environmental
organisation Australian Network
Environment Watch/People Affected
by Chemicals (ANEWPAC)
revealed secret deals between the
NSW and Queensland governments
and cotton growers to provide vast
amounts of river water. The group
also revealed that the National
Occupational Health and Safety
Commission was chaired by the
head of the Australian division
of multinational giant Dupont
Chemicals.

The question of how water is stored and used is
therefore very much a matter of life and death
for the nation and its prosperity.

ager for the NSW Department of
Infrastructure, Planning and Natural
Resources, has pointed out that even
if the translucent water had not been
released, the farmers wouldn’t have
received it because the major irriga-
tors would have got to it first.
Australia is the driest conti-
nent, and the driest country, on
earth. Once lushly vegetated, it
has been drying out ever since it
split away from the megacontinent
Gondwanaland millions of years
ago. As the ABC’s Wild Australia
program pointed out recently, the

South-west and  central
Queensland has recently experi-
enced torrential rains. In previous
years, an equivalent level of rain
would have resulted in authori-
ties releasing huge amounts of
water from dam storage, which in
turn would have inundated a mil-
lion hectares, benefiting some 200
northern NSW farming and grazing
properties.

Although Queensland water
Resources released some 480,000
megalitres in January, only 25 per-
cent of that flow has reached the

border. Border properties would
previously have been flooded, but
now there hasn’t been sufficient
flow to break the Culgoa River
banks, and it is estimated that only
10 percent will eventually flow
from the Culgoa River into the
Darling.

The reason is that within the
last ten years, irrigation properties
on the lower Ballone river system
north of the border have built dams
and water storage systems capable
of retaining 1.2 million megali-
tres, or twice the water capacity of
Sydney Harbour. Cubbie Station,
just near the NSW border, is the
biggest of these water guzzlers,
with a capacity of about 38 percent
of the total.

The Culgoa-Ballone Minor
Water Users Association has pointed
out that the current licensing regula-
tions only stipulated a “commence
to pump” water height, and a pump
size, but did not actually limit the
amount that irrigators could take
from the rivers.

Rory Treweeke, the Asso-
ciation’s chairman, commented:
“The storage on the lower Ballone
flood plain is far more than the
average flow of the system, yet
there’s no volumetric limit.” He also
noted with bitterness that water was
diverted to Cubbie Station in chan-
nels that were actually bigger than
the river canal itself.

Conservationists have long
argued that the federal government
should acquire Cubbie Station, if
necessary by compulsory means,
in order to save the downstream
properties from dying of thirst.
Naturally, the Cubbie Station
owners have not been impressed
with such proposals. And now, like
the cigarette companies of recent
decades, they are arguing that there
is insufficient scientific information
to warrant any voluntary restrictions
on their business activities.

And of course they are support-
ed by the two major political parties.
Like other sections of the NSW
population, many small farmers in
the state’s northern regions are fast
coming to the conclusion that they
must dump their traditional political
allegiances in order to avoid being
trodden underfoot by the multina-
tional monsters. @&

Sport cuts: “Everyone’s” ABC?

Peter Mac

In a further bid to meet budgetary
constraints imposed by the Howard
Government, the ABC management
is planning to replace state-based
coverage of local sporting events
with a centralised national program
broadcast from Sydney.

The move follows cutbacks in
other areas such as the elimination
of children’s digital TV programs.
The cuts have reduced the national
broadcaster’s ability to relate to
viewers on a more intimate local
level.

The ABC has denied that the
new move is a cost-cutting measure.
An ABC spokesman defended the
move saying: “This has the ben-
efit of freeing up people and time to
provide better coverage.”

However, cuts are inevitable. It
would be mathematically impossible
to fit all the local sport information
from all the states into the existing
sports timeslots, and increasing
sports time allocation is not on the

cards. Sport already competes with
other programs for time.

The ABC’s objective is to cut
costs, not to increase sports program
lengths!

The move will inevitably reduce
the coverage given for specific
sports in each state, given that the
popularity of different events varies
from state to state.

The sports cuts mean that com-
mercial broadcasters will step into
the breach, (if anyone does), thereby
eliminating the independence of
sports coverage that the ABC has
traditionally provided.

ABC journalists in Adelaide and
Melbourne held stop work meetings
last week. Adelaide staff voiced
their objections to “any unilateral
change which would damage the
editorial quality of ABC News and
ignore the special qualities and
needs of each state”.

Although ABC management
has denied that there would be any
job losses as a result of the planned
centralisation move, the work of

state-based sports readers would be
eliminated. Even if these employees
were offered alternative work in the
ABC system, it is inevitable that this
would not suit many, who would be
forced to seek work elsewhere.

This sports centralisation move
is symptomatic of the ABC being
progressively squeezed for fund-
ing. If it continues, the process will
mean that the national broadcaster
will eventually become no-one’s

9,90

ABC, not “everyone’s”. &

Big agribusiness irrigaters are huge consumers of water
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The glossy promotion of the Australian military is aimed at
enticing young people to join up for a secure future, character
building and pure adrenaline-rush excitement while defending
Australia. Never mind that this government isn’t about defence,
but about pre-emptive strikes, invasion, suppression of libera-
tion movements, the overthrowing of governments and colonial
occupation. And there is another dark side — a rising suicide
rate in the forces. Many young people entering the military
with an eye on a career have found themselves the victims of
abuse, harassment and bullying. Those in authority do not dis-
courage this culture of aggression and domination, because,
let's face it aggression and domination is what it's all about.

NSW Premier Bob Carr is the leading practitioner of fear and
loathing campaigns, and he’s not about to be pegged back
to the field anytime soon. Just prior to Christmas Carr and
the Labor MP for the Sydney electorate of East Hills, Alan
Ashton, got together at Bankstown Airport to promote the
latest piece of taxpayer-funded terror propaganda: a $4.43
million Polair-5 Anti-Terrorism helicopter. “This helicopter will
be available in the event of the most dire emergency”, said
Ashton in a leaflet sent to the East Hills residents with a pic-
ture of him and Carr and the public relation chopper, failing to
add that its real role will be to quell protest and civil unrest.

The members of the Aboriginal Tent Embassy in front of the old
Parliament House in Canberra have formed a new government.
“After long deliberations over 32 years at the Aboriginal Tent
Embassy, it was decided that we are forming or own govern-
ment based on the principles of Aboriginal sovereignty — that
we have never ceded our country in any shape or form”, said
Embassy spokeswoman Isabel Coe. “The Howard Government
has the worst record with Aboriginal people on health, deaths

in custody and life expectancy. Howard can’t even say ‘sorry’.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is Bryan Mercurio, lecturer
in international trade law at the University of NSW. There have
been some pretty ludicrous claims from those promoting the
free trade deal between the US and Australia. Mercurio adds
to the list by claiming that not only does the deal not threaten
Australia’s Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS), but to the
contrary: he says the US drug corporations that have been
demanding the Scheme be scrapped because it affects their
profits, have actually helped it. This is because the drug com-
panies, who we all know are deeply concerned about human
suffering, have made the PBS better for Australians in need
through the promotion of new and more beneficial drugs. The
US Government never wanted to dismantle the PBS, says
Mercurio. They just wanted it to become “more transparent”

by removing the “one-size-fits-all” approach to drug pricing.
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Socialism today - challeng

Sitaram Yechury

At The World Social Forum 2004

Sitaram Yechury is a Polit Bureau member of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist). The following is the contribution he made at the panel discussion
organised by the Social Scientist and Social Science Probings at the World Social
Forum, 2004, Mumbai on January 17.

At the outset, we are extremely
heartened and grateful that more
than 20 important Communist
parties of the world — from the
socialist, developed and developing
countries — are participating in this
programme.

We can therefore
carry the struggle
for socialism forward
foday only through
the adoption of an
uncompromising
stand against
imperialism.

I consider it both an honour
and privilege to initiate this discus-
sion. I would, however, choose to
provoke a discussion! On the basis
of our modest efforts in India and
based on our experience, I wish to
place before you seven points in the
nature of a healthy provocation!

Socialism as

a human conception

1. No matter what we may
think about the actual experience
of socialism in the past, one thing
is undeniable. It was the first time
in human history that a society had
come into being not spontaneously,
not on the basis of the spontaneous
movement of history independent
of human will, but on the basis of
human conception.

Karl Marx had remarked in
Capital that the difference between
the best bee and the worst architect
is that the architect, unlike the bee,
erects a structure in the mind before
erecting it in reality. Socialism is the
first structure of society that was
first erected in the mind before it
was erected in reality.

True, what came into being
might not have fully corresponded
to what was in the mind; nonetheless
socialism, even as it existed, was the
first non-spontaneously evolved
mode of production in human his-

tory.

Quite apart from its historical
significance in establishing the rule
of the hitherto exploited classes,
in defeating fascism, in enabling
the oppressed nations to liberate
themselves from imperialism and
in forcing capitalism, however
transiently, to adopt welfare state
measures, this aspect of socialism,
of representing the first grand effort
of mankind to transform a vision
into reality, must never be lost
sight of.

In fact, socialism defined, to a
significant extent, the contours of
human civilisational advance in the
20th century and left an inerasable
imprint on all its aspects.

Since mankind would never
again rest content leaving its fate
to the blind forces of history, the
victory of socialism, not necessar-
ily in the form it originally appeared
in but maybe in some other form,
representing a vision going beyond
capitalism towards social owner-
ship, is assured and inevitable.

Through all our present travails
this is a truth we must never lose
sight of.

In the context
of imperialism

2. Nonetheless we must face
the question: why did socialism
collapse over large parts of the
world? The usual answer to this
question focuses on the defects of
the system that was erected, notably
the extreme centralisation of power
in the socialist societies, which
were characterised by a dictatorship
of the Party and which ultimately
ended up de-politicising the work-
ing class to a significant extent.

The CPI(M) had, in its 14th
Congress, identified four areas viz:
the character of the socialist State;
the content of socialist democracy;
the construction of the socialist
economy; and inadequate develop-
ment of ideological consciousness
amongst the people, where distor-
tions and deviations took place
undermining the socialist State.

There is of course much truth in
this. But this answer itself has to be
located within a historical context,
and that context was provided by
imperialism.

Imperialism leading to uneven
development kept socialism con-
fined only to countries in the
periphery while countries in the
metropolis, belying the hopeful
anticipation of Marx and Engels and
the expectations of Lenin and his

Imperialism of course tries fo pit the workers
in the advanced countries against those in the third world

by arguing that the latter are snatching jobs away from

the former. Nothing could be further from the truth.

It is the world-wide deflation imposed by finance capital that

comrades, came close to, but never
succeeded in, achieving the break-
through to a socialist revolution.

As a result, socialism, wherever
it had come into being, remained
encircled throughout its entire brief
history, resulting in an ossification
of the centralised bureaucratic struc-
ture from which there was no escape
other than through a collapse of the
system itself.

Estimating changes

3. There is an additional point
to note. Not only did revolutions not
happen in the advanced centres of
capitalism but the very revolution-
ary conjuncture itself passed.

The Programme of the
Comintern was based on the notion
of a general crisis of capitalism
from which the only way out could
be provided by a transition to
socialism.

All of us recollect the meetings
of 1957 and 1960. Eighty-one com-
munist parties in a 1960 declaration
asserted that the international corre-
lation of forces shifted decisively in
socialism’s favour; that capitalism is
incapable of developing any further;
that socialism is irreversible in the
existing socialist countries etc.

In retrospect, it is clear that
there was both an underestimation
of capitalism and an over-estimation
of socialism. An incorrect estima-
tion that had grave consequences for
the advance of the socialist cause.

Capitalism restructured itself
in the aftermath of the Second
World War, through Keynesian
demand management ushering in an
unprecedented boom, through polit-
ical de-colonisation removing the
moral stigma of being an oppressor
of other nations from it, and through
the diffusion of a degree of develop-
ment to certain pockets in the third
world, such as East Asia, which
appeared to belie the Sixth Congress
thesis that development of the third
world could occur only through
socialism.

These changes, together with the
experience of the very horrors of the
Second World War, contributed to
the passing of the revolutionary con-
juncture of the period 1913-1950.

While we have a renascent
imperialism today and the moral
stigma associated with oppres-
sion and stagnation is once again
beginning to adhere to capitalism,
portending the beginning of yet
another possible revolutionary con-
juncture, the fact remains that this

l"ll

The socialist movement must be engaged in anti-imperialist struggle

would not be a return to the earlier
conjuncture.

Lenin always teaches us that
concrete analysis of concrete
conditions is the living essence
of dialectics. Just as he authored
Leninism as Marxism in the era of
imperialism, it falls on our collec-
tive shoulders to define the contours
of the socialist revolution in the
present conjecture.

Therefore, there is no going
back. We can stand on Lenin’s
shoulders to see the future but we
can not see it through Lenin’s eyes.

Anti-imperial struggle

4. Given the fact of uneven
development under imperialism
it is clear that the transition to
socialism would be a protracted
affair. Likewise given the reasser-
tion of hegemony of imperialism
in the epoch of the emergence of a
new form of international finance
capital, it is clear that the socialist
movement must be engaged above
all in an anti-imperialist struggle.

Indeed the chief hallmark of
the socialist movement today is that
it constitutes the most consistent
fighter against imperialism, since it
alone can visualise a transcendence
of capitalism, which is a necessary
condition for the transcendence of
imperialism.

For Marx has irrefutably proved
that capitalism can never survive
without its raison-d’étre, i.e., exploi-
tation of man by man and nation by
nation. To those who spread illu-
sions of reforming capitalism (since
Bernstien) and to those who parrot
the TINA (there is no alternative to
globalisation) factor, the Communist
answer can only be that the alterna-
tive to TINA is SITA — socialism is
the alternative.

We can therefore carry the
struggle for socialism forward
today only through the adoption of
an uncompromising stand against
imperialism. This is our historic
task in an era when the vileness
of imperialist predatoriness, not-

'I.

withstanding all high phrases about
freedom and democracy, is becom-
ing apparent to everyone in the
aftermath of the war on Iraq.

Ascendency
international

finance capital

5. There is an additional point
to consider. The reassertion of
imperialist hegemony is occurring
in a situation of the ascendancy of
international finance capital in a
new form, which has the effect of
causing deflation, recession, and
unemployment everywhere.

In other words, the contem-
porary imperialist aggressiveness
is the other side of the same coin,
which imposes enormous bur-
dens on the working classes in the
advanced capitalist countries in the
form of unemployment and cuts in
social wage.

Imperialism of course tries to
pit the workers in the advanced
countries against those in the third
world by arguing that the latter
are snatching jobs away from the
former. Nothing could be further
from the truth. It is the world-wide
deflation imposed by finance capital
that is the cause of unemployment
everywhere, not the re-distribution
of employment from one section of
workers to another.

An anti-imperialist struggle,
provided it can make this point
clear and present a vision for
improving the lot of mankind as a
whole, embracing the working class
and other exploited classes in all
countries — developed, developing
and underdeveloped — can acquire
world-wide support and contribute
to a change in the conjuncture.

A future

socialist society

6. Of course the precise con-
tours of what a future socialist
society would look like still need to
be drawn, based on the past experi-

e
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will have fo work for integrating the worldw
with the global anti-war upsurge into a migh

is the cause of unemployment everywhere, not the re-distribution of
employment from one section of workers to another.
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ence of socialism. The road map
of this would naturally vary from
country to country depending on the
concrete realities.

Each one of us has this historic
responsibility to discharge in our

respective countries. However,
the task of advancing the anti-
imperialist struggle world wide
cannot afford to wait.

Neither can it wait until that
intellectual task of evolving a
coherent and comprehensive revo-
lutionary theory for the socialist
revolution in the present conjecture,
important though it is, is completed.

Unsustainable
capitalist globalisation

7. Finally, let us confront a
reality squarely. The present phase
of capitalist globalisation is simply
unsustainable. This is precisely
because, by sharply accentuating
economic inequalities — between
countries and between the rich and
poor in individual countries — the
vast majority of world’s popula-
tion are increasingly placed beyond
market operations as they simply
lack the requisite purchasing power.

Imperialist hegemonic drive,
therefore, will increasingly be deter-
mined by military aggressiveness.
Under these conditions, as Rosa
Luxembourg said earlier and as
Fidel Castro says today, the choice
before humanity’s future is between
socialism or barbarism.

Each one of us, working in
tandem with our domestic revo-
lutionary goals, will have to work
for integrating the worldwide anti-
globalisation protests with the global
anti-war upsurge into a mighty anti-
imperialist movement.

This requires, simultaneously,
the intensification of the ideologi-
cal combat within these movements
that seek to obfuscate socialism
as the only alternative available to
humanity.

Come, let us, together rise to the
occasion. &

Each one of us,

The 10

Corporations of 2003

Russell Mokhiber
& Robert Weissman

The year 2003 was not one of garden
variety corporate wrongdoing. No,
the sheer variety, reach and intricacy
of corporate schemes, scandal and
crimes were spellbinding. Not an
easy year to pick the 10 worst
companies, for sure.

But Multinational Monitor
magazine cannot be deterred by
such complications. And so, here
follows, in alphabetical order, our
list for Multinational Monitor of the
10 worst corporations of 2003.

Bayer: 2003 may be remem-
bered as the year of the headache at
Bayer. In May, the company agreed
to plead guilty to a criminal count
and pay more than US$250 million
to resolve allegations that it denied
Medicaid discounts which were
entitled.

The company was beleaguered
with litigation related to its anti-
cholesterol drug Baycol. Bayer
pulled the drug — which has been
linked to a sometimes fatal muscle
disorder — from the market, but
is facing thousands of suits from
patients who allege they were
harmed by the drug.

In June, the New York Times
reported on internal company
memos which appear to show that
the company continued to promote
the drug even as its own analysis had
revealed the dangers of the product.
Bayer denies the allegations.

Boeing: In one of the grandest
schemes of corporate welfare in
recent memory, Boeing engineered
a deal whereby the Pentagon
would lease tanker planes — 767s
that refuel fighter planes in the air
— from Boeing. The price-tag of
US$27.6 billion was billions more
than the cost of simply buying the
planes.

The deal may unravel, though,
because the company in November
fired for wrongdoing both the
employee that negotiated the con-
tract for Boeing (the company’s
Chief Financial Officer), and the
employee that negotiated the con-
tract for the government. How could
Boeing fire a Pentagon employee?
Simple. She was no longer a

Worst

Pentagon employee. Boeing had
hired her shortly after the company
clinched the deal.

Brighthouse: A new-agey
advertising/consulting/ strategic
advice company, Brighthouse’s claim
to infamy is its Neurostrategies
Institute, which undertakes research
to see how the brain responds to
advertising campaigns.

In a cutting-edge effort to extend
and sharpen the commercial reach
in ways never previously before
possible, the institute is using MRIs
[magnetic resonance imaging] to
monitor activity in people’s brains
triggered by advertisements.

Clear Channel: The radio
behemoth Clear Channel specialises
in consuming or squashing locally
owned radio stations, imposing a
homogenised music play list on
once interesting stations, and offer-
ing cultural support for US imperial
adventures.

It has also compiled a record of
“repeated law-breaking”, accord-
ing to our colleague Jim Donahue,
violating the law — including pro-
hibitions on deceptive advertising
and on broadcasting conversations
without obtaining permission of the
second party to the conversation
— on 36 separate occasions over the
previous three years.

Diebold: A North Canton, Ohio-
based company that is one of the
largest US voting machine manu-
facturers, and an aggressive peddler
of its electronic voting machines,
Diebold has managed to demon-
strate that it fails any reasonable test
of qualifications for involvement
with the voting process.

Its CEO has worked as a major
fundraiser for President George
Bush. Computer experts revealed
serious flaws in its voting tech-
nology, and activists showed how
careless it was with confidential
information. And it threatened
lawsuits against activists who
published on the Internet docu-
ments from the company showing
its failures.

Halliburton: Now the owner of
the company which initially drafted
plans for privatization of US mili-
tary functions — plans drafted during
the Bush Snr administration when

current Vice President and former
Halliburton CEO Dick Cheney was
Secretary of Defense — Halliburton
is pulling in billions in revenues for
contract work — providing logisti-
cal support ranging from oil to
food — in Iraq. Tens of millions,
at least, appear to be overcharges.
Some analysts say the charges for
oil provision amount to “highway
robbery”.

HealthSouth: Fifteen of its
top executives have pled guilty
in connection with a multi-billion
dollar scheme to defraud investors,
the public and the US Government
about the company’s financial con-
dition.

The founder and CEO of the
company that runs a network of
outpatient surgery, diagnostic imag-
ery and rehabilitative healthcare
centres, Richard Scrushy, is fight-
ing the charges. But thanks to the
slick manoeuvring of attorney Bob
Bennett, it appears the company
itself will get off Scot free — no

in January 2004 denied Inamed’s
application for marketing approval.

Merrill Lynch: This company
keeps messing up. Fresh off of a
US$100 million fine levied because
analysts were recommending stocks
that they trashed in private e-mails,
the company saw three former execs
indicted for shady dealings with
Enron. The company itself managed
to escape with something less than a
slap on the wrist — no prosecution in
exchange for “oversight”.

Safeway: One of the largest US
grocery chains, Safeway is leading
the charge to demand give-backs
from striking and locked out gro-
cery workers in Southern California.
Along with Albertsons and Ralphs
(Kroger’s), Safeway’s Vons and
Pavilion stores are asking employ-
ees to start paying for a major chunk
of their health insurance.

Under the company’s proposals,
workers and their families will lose
US$4000 to $6000 a year in health
insurance benefits.

Under the company’s proposals,
workers and their families will lose

USS$4000 to $6000 a year in
health insurance benefits.

indictments, no pleas, no fines, no
probation.

Inamed: The California-based
company sought Food and Drug
Administration approval for sili-
cone breast implants, even though
it was not able to present long-term
safety data — the very thing that led
the FDA to restrict sales of silicone
implants a decade ago. In light of
what remains unknown and what is
known about the implants’ effects
— including painful breast harden-
ing which can lead to deformity, and
very high rupture rates — the FDA

Russell Mokhiber is editor of
the Washington, DC-based
Corporate Crime Reporter,
www.corporatecrimereporter
.com.

Robert Weissman is editor of
the Washington, DC-based
Multinational Monitor,
www.multinationalmonitor.org.
They are co-authors of
Corporate Predators: The Hunt
for MegaProfits and the Attack
on Democracy (Monroe, Maine:
Common Courage Press; www.
corporatepredators.org). @&
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Beware computers that count votes

Computerised voting seems to
be a good thing at first glance.
But computer technologists and
voting-rights advocates are now
sounding the alarm: Just who
owns the machines? Can they be
programmed by those who own
and operate them? Is this how
the Bush administration stole the
2000 presidential election in the
United States?

These questions are coming up
again as the November 2004 elec-
tions are to take place in the US.

In the past Afro-Americans and
other “undesirable voters” were

Questions began to swirl about
Diebold’s vote-counting machines
soon after they began securing
lucrative contracts under Bush’s
“Help America Vote Act”, which
provides US$3.9 billion to the states
to help finance a total shift to elec-
tronic voting by 2006.

The Act also provides funding
for computerised voter rolls, includ-
ing programs for the removal of
“ineligible” voters. It is modelled on
the vote scrubbing operation carried
out by Database Technologies in the
2000 election when tens of thou-
sands of mostly African American

They are still treated no better than slaves
and are frequently paid below the minimum
wage they are entitled fo.

excluded from the vote by the poll
tax or by literacy tests. Now it is
being done by using computers.

O’Dell who is the chairman
of the board of Diebold Election
Systems, the second largest com-
pany in the US that counts votes is
quoted as saying that he is “com-
mitted to helping Ohio deliver its
electoral votes to [George W Bush]
in 2004”.

On occasion, O’Dell hangs
out at the Bush ranch in Crawford,
Texas. He hosted a US$600,000
fundraiser for the Bush-Cheney
campaign in Ohio in which Cheney
was the featured speaker.

and Latino voters were improperly
removed from the Florida voting
rolls. This was the key to George
W Bush’s theft of the Presidential
election.

Investigators discovered a web
site set up by Global Elections
Systems (GES) that was taken over
by Diebold in 2002. It contained
thousands of sensitive files on the
hardware and software of the touch
screen machines. It proved just how
vulnerable they are to tampering and
vote falsification.

Diebold sought an injunction to
block circulation of the information
on grounds of copyright infringe-
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ment. But Swarthmore College
students posted the memos on
dozens of sites on the Internet and
Diebold has since withdrawn the
lawsuit.

A key criticism of some touch
screen machines is that they leave
no paper trail. There is no record
for the voters to see how they cast
their votes. The process has been
described as voting into a “black
box”.

COSATU deplores

brutal murder of farm

Nelson Shisane, a game farm
worker at the Engedi game farm,
near Hoedspruit, was allegedly
beaten and then fed to lions by a
farmer and three accomplices. The
Congress of South African Trade
Unions was shocked and appalled
at the report on the death.
Workers and neighbours are

reported as saying that Nelson
Shisane had been in dispute with the
farmer and had been dismissed. A
police spokesperson said that there
had been unsubstantiated reports of
labour unrest on the farm.

While this incident is exception-
ally brutal, the trade unions know
that abuse of workers, ten years

Biopiracy of wheat
“created by generations
of dedicated farmers”

Monsanto, the world’s largest
producer of genetically modified
seeds, now has exclusive ownership
over Nap Hal, a strain of wheat
whose gene sequence makes it
suited for crisp breads. Nap Hal
used for making chapati - the flat
bread which is part of the staple
diet of millions of people in the
north of India. Chapati are made
of flour, water and salt.

Nap Hal’s qualities arise out
of cross-breeding of crops by gen-
erations of Indian farmers. Now
Monsanto stands to make millions
of dollars in profits from its monop-
oly of the wheat.

Monsanto inherited a patent
application after buying the cere-
als division of the Anglo-Dutch
food giant Unilever in 1998, and
the patent has been granted by
the European Patent Office to
Monsanto. Unilever acquired Nap
Hal seeds from a publicly funded
British plant gene bank. Its scientists
identified the wheat’s combination

of genes and patented them as an
“invention”.

Greenpeace is trying to block
Monsanto’s patent, accusing the
company of “bio-piracy”. Dr
Christoph then, Greenpeace’s patent
expert, said after a meeting with the
European Commission in Delhi: “It
is theft of the results of the work in
cultivation made by Indian farm-
ers. We want the European Patent
Office to reverse its decision. Under
European law patents cannot be
issued on plants that are normally
cultivated, but there are loopholes in
the legislation.”

Campaigners in India say
there are concerns that people
might end up paying royalties to
Monsanto for making or selling
chapatis. “The commercial inter-
est is that Monsanto can charge
people for using the wheat or take
a cut from its sale”, said Devinder
Sharma, who runs the Forum for
Biotechnology and Food Security
in Delhi. &

worker

after the democratic breakthrough,
is still rife. Many farmers still treat
their workers as badly as under
apartheid.

COSATU General Secretary,
Zwelinzima Vavi, recently joined
ANC leaders in a tour of farms
in Kwazulu Natal, and reported
that time after time, the workers
described absolute humiliation and
abuse at the hands of farm owners.
They are still treated no better
than slaves and are frequently paid
below the minimum wage they are
entitled to.

COSATU welcomed the
determination of the Department
of Labour to crack down on farm
employers who break the laws
which guarantee a minimum wage
and basic conditions of employ-
ment. The unions will do everything
possible to help their inspectors.

“It is clear however that hun-
dreds of farmers are flouting these
laws and the number of inspectors
is limited. That is why we need a
massive campaign, involving the
government, trade unions and civil
society, to make sure that these
abuses are stopped and the law is
enforced” COSATU said in a state-
ment following the death.

COSATU congratulated the
police on their arrest of suspects and
hope that they will be brought to
justice without delay and, if found
guilty, given the maximum sen-
tence, as a lesson to other employers
that this kind of despicable action
will not be tolerated.

“The best tribute we can pay
to the memory of Nelson Shisane
is to make sure that never again do
such atrocities take place on our
farms”, COSATU concluded its
statement. &

Three corporations own the
hardware and software used to
count about 80 percent of the votes
cast electronically in the US.

A striking fact about the boards
of these companies is the presence
of former CIA directors, includ-
ing James Woolsey, Bobby Ray
Inman, John Deutch, and Gates and
Carlucci. When has the CIA been
pro-democracy? Why this keen
interest in voting technology?

Who monitors these private
companies? When asked questions
they cite “security and competition”
as reasons why they can’t divulge
every aspect of their vote-counting
procedures.

Critics say that voting machines
must not be privatised. Those who

would profit from skewing elections
against the working class should not
own the machines. The voting appa-
ratus should be publicly owned and
operated. There should be no “trade
secrets” to ensure that a voting
machine company won’t have to
tell how the machines operate.

The critical issue is to keep the
vote directly in the hands of the
voters. The election laws in some
countries require that as many ordi-
nary people as possible be permitted
into the room where the votes are
tallied.

The US right wing, frightened
as usual into skullduggery and vio-
lence by any whiff of democracy,
knows well that it can’t win if it
does not cheat. &

Canada:

Modern plating strike
passes two years

Johan Boyden

VANCOUVER: At the corner of
Quebec Street and East Sth Avenue,
two middle-aged men stand in front
of a run-down Vancouver auto
plating plant. Their yellow sign (“On
Strike, United Steelworkers’ Local
2952”) is bolted to the ground. “It
walked off if we didn’t do that”,
they say.

The sign is stained by many
rains. It’s been at this corner since
January 24, 2002. That’s when some
50 workers — mostly immigrants
from Eastern Europe — refused to
accept bad working conditions and
company demands for concessions
on wages and benefits, and took
strike action against Modern Auto
Plating Ltd. A handful of scab
labourers, including the owner’s
family, now operate the plant.

Many  people in the
labour movement know of the
Steelworkers’ two years on the
picket line. While not the oldest
labour dispute in BC (CAW Local
3000 members, for example, have
been locked out of the Vancouver
Royal Diamond Casino since July
15, 2001) this strike is another case
of owners trying to resolve the crisis
in BC’s economy by forcing people
to worker hard with fewer benefits
in dangerous places.

Looking up at the Modern

Auto Plating building, you see the
outside needs a new coat of paint.
It’s harder to view inside, beyond
the blackened windows. Workers
Compensation Board (WCB) offi-
cials also had a hard time looking in
the plant.

In May 2003, the WCB charged
the company for denying access to
their inspectors. When inspectors
did get in, they found 25 violations
of the Workers’ Compensation Act.

“Containers of sulphuric acid”,
the WCB reported, “were observed
to be stored underneath a shower
facility in the plating room.” The
report was damning: “it became
evident that this employer is not
carrying out adequate workplace
inspections”, said the order.

The report cited a lack of first
aid, exposure to chemicals, unsafe
flooring conditions and the storing
of car parts (bumpers) on the roof.
A pile of bumpers are still up on the
roof today.

“This is a strike over very basic
issues”, said Steelworkers’ Western
Canada Director Ken Neumann. “I
have been in worksites in less devel-
oped areas of the world that are in
better condition than this place.”

From the corner where the strik-
ers are standing, you can just see
the gleaming towers of Vancouver’s
financial district. It’s an interesting
contrast. &
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Pentagon used US citizens to test
chemical and blologlcl weapons

The US Defence Department,
in response to questions from
Associated Press, has admitted
that during the 1962-1973 period
the Pentagon conducted chemical
and biological weapons experiments
using American soldiers and sailors
as guinea pigs.

The secretive tests involved
5842 soldiers and sailors — many of
whom did not know what they were
involved in. The experiments were
designed to determine the effec-
tiveness of biological and chemical
agents in combat and methods to
protect troops from attacks. An
untold number of civilians also may
have been exposed during some of
the tests on the troops.

Tests were conducted in Alaska,
Maryland, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii,
Utah, Panama, Canada, Britain and
aboard ships in the North Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans.

In most cases, supposedly harm-
less stimulants were used to mimic
anthrax, e-coli or other agents,
although in a number of cases
potentially deadly nerve agents were
used, including sarin and VX.

This is reminiscent of the
experiments made by Britain when
it exploded nuclear weapons at
Maralinga in Australia and used
British and Australian troops as
guinea pigs. Many American veter-
ans say they are now suffering from
illnesses because of exposure but

that the documents might detail is a
crucial piece of the puzzle, he said.

Democrat Representative in
Congress, Mike Thompson was
frustrated by the revelation that the
Pentagon is still unwilling to share
information about the tests with the
exposed sailors.

An untold number of civilians also may have been
exposed during some of the tests on the troops.

the Veterans Affairs Administration
has denied requests for health care
coverage.

The Vietnam Veterans of
America organisation is suing
Pentagon officials on behalf of the
sailors, demanding the release of all
the test documents so the National
Academies of Science can fully
analyse the potential health effects.

An attorney working with the
veterans group on behalf of the
soldiers, said the effects of the
chemicals on the sailors has not
been studied. The levels of exposure

“It doesn’t sit with me at all,”
said Thompson, one of several
Congressmen who pressured the
Pentagon into admitting the exis-
tence of the project after 30 years of
denials. “I was under the impression
that these guys had unearthed every-
thing that was out there that was
available and they’d done the work
they were charged with doing. If
what Mr Spendlove (a US scientist
who was involved in the experi-
ments and has now spilt the beans)
says is true, they haven’t done the
work.”

No economic solution
without political alternatives

Failure of the Washington Consensus denounced at international forum

Solutions for Third World countries
will not come from the economic
side, nor from cosmetic changes
within the neo-liberal model; without
political transformations, economic
development will be impossible,
as will an equitable distribution
of wealth, justice, democracy and
national sovereignty.

Theories such as these were
developed by economists and others
at the 6th International Forum on
Globalisation and Problems of
Development in Havana.

Delegates at the forum agreed
that the neo-liberal model does
not work; at the moment of truth,
it does no more than to apply the

Expert says no point in
looking for the WMD in Iraq

Speaking at a news conference
last week, the former chief of the
group of experts responsible for
finding those elusive weapons of
mass destruction in Iraq, David
Kay, said that there was no point
in continuing the search as they
“really did not exist”.

“My personal conclusion is that
there were no large stockpiles of
chemical and biological weaponised
material”, he said.

Hans Blix, the UN-appointed
head of a weapons inspection team
had come to the same conclusion
almost a year ago, before the US
military and its axis of “evil will-
ing” unleashed their super military
power on the economically crippled
country of Iraq.

Pre-war political hysteria,
aided and abetted by embedded
and willing media moguls and
their spin doctors was nothing
but a smokescreen for an illegal
aggression against a sovereign
country.

People in their millions demon-
strated against the war — their voices
were ignored. Now the three main
players are trying to wriggle out of
taking on the responsibility for what
they have done.

George W Bush once again is

trying to frighten people into voting
for him.

Speaking at the National
Defense University last week he
said: “The greatest threat to human-
ity today is the possibility of secret
and sudden attack with chemical or
biological or radiological or nuclear
weapons”.

The US President did every-
thing possible to undermine the
UN before the attack on Iraq. Now
he is planning to do the same to
the International Atomic Energy
Agency.

Why? There is a proposal by
the director general of the IAEA,
Mohamed El Baradei, of creating an
international, multilateral organisa-
tion to control the production of all
nuclear fuel in the world.

If it went ahead as proposed, the
USA would be subject to nuclear
inspections and treated as any other
country.

That is not what the Bush
administration wants to hear as it
proceeds with research on “bunker
busting” and mini nuclear weapons
and missile defence program in its
pursuit of global dominance.

It is really high time to stop
all this madness and demand real,
worldwide disarmament. &

same recipes imposed by interna-
tional financial organisations and
other centres of power. Thus, in
questioning the current process of
globalisation, one should focus on
the political concepts that sustain it.

It would seem logical that years
of neo-liberal policies in regions
such as Latin America have evident-
ly been a total failure in terms of
social and economic development.

Dr John Williamson, one of the
Washington Consensus architects,
and Dr Guy Meredith, Western
hemisphere assistant director of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF),
maintained that neither the 10 neo-
liberal “commandments” of the
Consensus nor the IMF are respon-
sible for the crises facing countries
in the region, nor for increasing
social instability.

Neither are they responsible,
they asserted, for the increasing
foreign debts and growing subordi-
nation to capitalism’s ambitions, led
by the United States and followed
by its servile European allies.

Dr Meredith said that although
direct foreign investment in Latin
America has declined considerably
since 1998, “in the medium term we
can be more optimistic”, although
“it will take time and development
will be more limited”.

Contrary to the majority confer-
ence opinions, Dr. Meredith also
stated that the IMF does not impose
its programs, and that in fact,
countries participate voluntarily. In
his view they approach the Fund
because other institutions offer less
desirable options.

In response, Julio Gambina,
professor of political economy at
the Law Faculty of the National
University of Rosario in Argentina,
said ironically that if the Fund does
not impose, but rather reaches out “a
helping hand”, then “we’re asking
them to take their hands off Latin
America and the Caribbean”. &

Unsuspecting troops were used as guinea pigs

@ Global briefs

SOUTH KOREA: Around 10,000 riot-equipped police used tear
gas, water canons and fire extinguishers in a battle against
thousands of farmers and students protesting outside Parlia-
ment in Seoul. The protest was against a free trade agreement
with Chile which could flood their markets with cheap produce.
Parliament backed off passing the legislation. This is the third
time that parliament has moved to pass the legislation but not
done so. General elections are looming on April 15. Another
contentious bill, to send troops to Iraq, which had been approved
by the Defence Committee, failed to see the light of day.

NICARAGUA: A solidarity meeting in the northern Ni-
caraguan city of Esteli demanded the release of the
Miami Five imprisoned in the United States as well as the end
of blockade against Cuba. More than 200 people gathered
to celebrate the 45th anniversary of the Cuban Revolution.

PERU: The Peruvian Workers’ Union (CGTP) and civic
and social movements from various parts of the country
have announced a national day of protest for March 11 to
draw attention to social demands. The national day of pro-
test will call on the government to put aside the recent
scandals of corruption and focus on making financial and
political policies demanded by the majority of Peruvians.

USA: The US corporations Dole Food Company, Shell Chemical
Company and Dow Chemical Company have accused Nicaraguan
peasants of fraud and threatened them with a US$17 billion law
suit. Nicaraguan farm workers affected by toxic pesticides used
by the US transnationals said they would continue their protest in
the capital Managua until they achieve an official condemnation
of the US companies. The companies have been found guilty by
a Nicaraguan court of poisoning workers with banned pesticides.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA: A judge in Papua New Guinea rejected
former defence force commander Jerry Singirok’s bid for immunity
from charges of sedition. The charges relate to the 1997 Sandline
crisis when the PNG Government brought in private mercenar-
ies to fight in Bougainville and the military downed weapons.

SOUTH AFRICA: The strike of 950 workers at Equity Avia-
tion has gone on for seven weeks and there is no immediate
end in sight. The dispute hinges on the company’s insistence
that workers accept an increase in hours of work from 40 to 45
hours a week without compensation. The company wants to
backdate this change in hours to April 2003 — effectively mean-
ing the extraction of additional free hours from workers. Other
cuts include changes in the way in which overtime is calculated,
a ban on taking a Saturday and Sunday off except in “special
circumstances”, a reduction in sick leave, and a change in shift
arrangements. A meeting of ANC and the SACP representatives

was held with both organisations pledging support for the strikers.
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A lesson for Australia

Last week I watched a TV program
on Japan which asked why Japanese
soldiers adopted a humane attitude
to POWs during WW1 while during
WW2 they adopted the most bestial
of attitudes as exemplified by the
treatment of Australian POWs in
Changi and elsewhere. It was not
only in Singapore that extreme
brutality was displayed by Japanese
soldiers. It also occurred during
their occupation of the Korean
peninsula and China in the 1930s.
Why the change in a period of only
30 years the TV program asked?
The answer is to be found in the
militarisation of Japan in this period
in which Japan embarked on all-out
imperialist expansion. Imperialism

and its hand-maiden, militarisation
and wars of conquest, carry with
them unparalleled barbarity and the
ferocious treatment of those who
resist foreign occupation and inten-
sified exploitation at the hands of
the new masters.

There is a lesson in this for
Australia, which is now also under-
going not only militarisation in
terms of massive rearmament but
also a new conservative and racist
brainwashing of those who are to
become the occupiers of foreign
countries.

Until now it is true to say that
Australia’s military forces have
adopted a considerate and human
attitude to others, but for how long?

Australian forces have been sent
to the Solomon Islands and this is
justified by the story that they could
not run things themselves. The last
news I heard was that over 600
Solomon Islanders had been thrown
into jail by the Australian occupiers
and administrators who have effec-
tively taken over the running of the
Island.

It is likely that a contingent
of Australian police will be sent

to PNG on a similar mission
— to pacify an unruly population that
might threaten the steady flow of
profits to the corporations. And how
many other Island states is Australia
going to occupy in pre-emptive
strikes?

But what happens when resis-
tance develops and Australians
start getting killed and the demand,
“Australians go home!” becomes a
roar as is being heard in Iraq today?

The Australian Government is
preparing for major wars. Why else
are huge stockpiles of advanced
weapons being accumulated and
Australia’s military forces being
integrated into those of the US?
They have little to do with the
defence of Australia. After all
no power threatens Australia in
any way.

It is for the purpose of occupy-
ing other countries that Australian
forces are being prepared. The
troops will be indoctrinated to sup-
port the imposition of an unwelcome
government on foreign countries,
while exploiting the resources of
that country. This is the fundamental
aim of imperialism and goes with a

Perth
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vicious and cruel attitude towards
the “inferior” people of the occu-
pied country.

That is why the Japanese troops
became so barbaric during WW2. If
we follow down the same imperial-
ist path as did the Japanese there
will be those militarist elements in
Australia who will carry out similar
atrocities.

Bruce Gillman
Sydney

Howard’s
“tough on drugs”

The Australian Federal Police
believe that drug syndicates have
switched to pushing amphetamines
rather than heroin for a better
return for their money. To claim,
as Mr Howard does, that during his
term in office heroin arrests have
fallen by 68 per cent and to claim
that it was his “tough on drugs”
policy that did it is nonsense.

Arrests for amphetamines have
increased by the same figure — 68
per cent.

A recent study by the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
has found that Australia has the
highest levels of ecstasy use in the
world and ranks only second after
Thailand for methamphetamine
use.

So much for John Howard’s
“tough on drugs” approach. With
mental services in crisis across the
country, drug users and their fami-
lies find it hard to access treatment
and rehabilitation.

Drug dealers’ arrests have
fallen by almost half — where is the
“tough” policy there?

Mr Howard knows how to
muddy election waters, that’s for

sure. It was children overboard,
Reith’s dogs on the waterfront, no
apology to Stolen Generations,
fridge magnets and other tricks just
to name a few.

Once again he is trying to use
“soft on drugs”/“hard on drugs”
approach to score some points and
divert attention from the fact that he
is a liar, a war criminal and will do
anything to stay in power.

Sam Anderson
Sydney, NSW

Useful statistics

I was struck by two stories in last
Friday’s daily papers. One was
in the Daily Telegraph and was
about the lone asylum seeker in
the Lombrum detention centre on
Manus Island.

To quote: “The entire cost of
the Pacific Solution which keeps
asylum seekers in detention in
places like Nauru and Lombrum, is
now heading towards $1 billion”.
(““/A human toll that just doesn’t add
up”, Daily Telegraph, 13/2/04).

Another story was in The
Australian. The headline — “$500m
more ‘a must for aged care’”.

“The Howard Government must
find an extra $500m for nursing
homes in the May budget or face
closures that will cause gridlock
in the public hospital system, a
national aged alliance says”, was
the beginning of the article which
touched upon one of the most urgent
problems our society is facing.

I have yet to see the total sum
the Howard Government has squan-
dered and continues to squander on
its military adventures. How many
billions will that be?

CLi
Melbourne, Vic
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Ecological disasters

Turned on the television news the
other night and got a heart rending
account of the plight of wildlife in
Zimbabwe. It seems the country’s
ravaged economy no longer has the
resources to protect its wildlife.

The item maintained that previ-
ously the wealthy white farmers
had protected and conserved the
country’s wildlife, but now that they
had been driven off their farms by
what the reporter referred to as “so-
called war veterans”, it was open go
for poachers.

The people of Zimbabwe, we
were told, are so badly affected
by poverty and hunger, that they
are slaughtering the wildlife for
food and for money. All this, of
course, was the fault of the Mugabe
Government.

They even interviewed a white
farmer, probably in Mozambique,
bemoaning the fate of the wildlife
his ilk had allegedly nurtured so
carefully in days gone by. And that
was the whole of the “news” item.

Not one word about the West’s
economic onslaught against Zim-
babwe that has brought its economy
to its knees.

Not one word about the devas-
tating drought that is affecting not
only Zimbabwe but a swathe of
Central African states, bringing food
shortages and hunger with it.

The item’s crocodile tears about
the poor wildlife, like the crocodile
tears of the white colonialist farmer,
were merely a cover story for the

item: the real aim was to find yet
another opportunity to attack Robert
Mugabe’s government which still
refuses to give in to imperialism.

The constraints imposed on
Zimbabwe’s economy by Britain,
the EU and the US would be lifted
tomorrow if Zimbabwe’s govern-
ment only acceded to World Bank
dictates, abandoned the land reform
and all efforts to control its own
economy.

All would be well if foreign
companies were only given unim-
peded access to, and control over,
all aspects of the country’s trade and
resources.

If the land was returned to the
former white colonialist planters or
Zimbabwe’s people were saddled
with a huge and everlasting debt to
pay “compensation” to these plant-
ers for the land that was originally
stolen from black Zimbabweans,
then Western “investment” would
once again be available.

There would once again be
funding to pay for adequate wild-
life conservation and anti-poaching
measures.

Zimbabwe’s game parks are
among Africa’s richest. What is
unfolding there now is an ecologi-
cal disaster. But the blame has to
be put where it belongs, at the feet
of imperialism, those Western coun-
tries (including Australia) that are
waging an economic war against
Zimbabwe for daring to stand up to
imperialist demands.

The wildlife of Zimbabwe’s
game reserves will not be saved by
peddling, even implicitly, the same
old racist colonialist line that you
can’t leave the “natives” of Africa
to manage their own affairs because
unless they accept our guidance, our
decisions and our wishes they will
make a botch of it, with calamitous
results.

It’s a lie, and what the
“civilised” nations of the West are
doing to Zimbabwe is a crime.

Looming nightmare

John Howard is as happy as a
pig in clover at his “deal” with the
US. He has hooked Australia up
to what he and other Free Trade
Agreement supporters are wont to
call “the world’s largest economy”
and in some mystical way we are all
going to benefit.

It doesn’t faze him in the least
that a large proportion of the people
who live in the USA live in poverty.
If being “linked” to the “world’s
largest economy” was such a groovy
thing, you’d think that people who
actually lived there would be posi-
tively brimful of tangible benefits.
Wouldn’t you?

Australian capitalists may be
itching to get their hands on some
US investment money so they can
buy out their competition, “ratio-
nalise”, and boost their profits while
shedding employees, but for ordi-
nary people in this country increased
US involvement in Australia — cul-
turally, socially or economically — is

a looming potential nightmare.

The USA has played a leading
role in the desolation of Zimbabwe,
mentioned above. But consider just
one aspect of the ecological disaster
within the USA itself. Let’s take the
country’s forests.

Roughly 191 million acres
— the bulk of US forest land — is
held by the US Forest Service. As
Bill Bryson says in 4 Walk In The
Woods, “Its remit was to manage
and protect these resources for the
nation.”

Although private companies
would be granted leases to extract
minerals and harvest timber, “they
would be required to do so in a
restrained, intelligent way”. What
this means in practice is that the
main activity of the US Forest
Service is to build roads.

Writing in the 1990s, Bryson
points out that “There are 378,000
miles of roads in America’s national
forests ... eight times the total mile-
age of America’s interstate highway

system. It is the largest road system
in the world in the control of a
single body.

“It is the avowed aim of the US
Forest Service to construct 580,000
miles of additional forest road by
the middle of next [ie the 21st]
century.

“The reason the Forest Service
builds these roads ... is to allow
private timber companies to get to
previously inaccessible stands of
trees.”

About two thirds of the Forest
Service’s land is held in store for the
future. But on the remaining 50 mil-
lion acres it “allows huge swathes
of land to be clear cut, including (to
take one recent example) 209 acres
of thousand-year-old redwoods in
Oregon’s Umpqua National Forest.”

If the Free Trade Agreement
with the US goes ahead as Howard
hopes, how long before US timber
companies are demanding the right
to exploit our forests as they have
their own? &
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he Australian artist Bill

Henson uses a camera and
a darkroom but they are clearly
his canvass and brush. But as The
Art Of Bill Henson (ABC 3.30pm
Sunday) shows, his extraordinary
photographic studies are the prod-
uct of an alienated personality that
emphasises images of sadness and
loss.

He shuns people as subjects out-
side his studio and prefers to roam
his home town at 3.00am to take his
dark and moody photos of empty,
deserted locations.

he three-part series Lost

Worlds: Who Wrote the
New Testament? (SBS 8.30pm
Sundays) won’t please Christian
fundamentalists, revealing as it does
just how confused and contradictory
the “word of God” really is.

Did you know there were origi-
nally over 50 Gospels including one
written by Mary Magdalene? If you
are interested in the actual history
of early Christianity then this is an
interesting and informative series.

he poet Byron was an aristo-

crat who lived in a time of
ideas and high ideals, the aftermath
of the French revolution. He flouted
convention (almost certainly father-
ing a child by his own half sister),
wrote prolifically and befriended
the revolutionary poet Shelley.

Eventually shunned by polite
society, he lived abroad and threw
himself into the revolutionary
movements in Italy and Greece, in
pursuit of the latter of which he died
in 1824, at the age of only 36.

Although he had affairs with
various women, it was ideas, both
literary and political, that mattered
to him most. The new two-part
series Byron (ABC 8.30pm
Sundays) however, is predicat-

bly concerned with his “life and
loves”.

Byron is portrayed as a com-
bination of smouldering passion,
hedonistic abandon and defiance
of the fates. What more could you
want in a drama about a great writer
who was also a revolutionary?

tting Edge: Power Trip

(SBS 8.30pm Tuesday) is

about the privatisation of electric-

ity in the former Soviet republic of

Georgia. Thanks to Gorbachev and

Shevardnaze, the people of Georgia

must now pay for electricity — to a
giant US transnational, AES.

When AES starts cutting off
people’s electricity for unpaid bills,
the Georgians take to the streets.
Interesting viewing of capitalism in
action against the people.

ritten and directed by

Andy Hamilton (who did
Drop the Dead Donkey), Bedtime
(ABC 10.00pm Tuesdays) is an
intriguing six-part drama series
set in the bedrooms of adjoining
houses, in an ordinary street in an
ordinary London suburb.

Written, and to some extent
played, like a television play,
Bedtime is a mix of characters, rela-
tionships, attitudes and situations. It
is made eminently watchable by the
quality of the cast.

These include Stephen Tomp-
kinson, Timothy West and the
wonderful Sheila Hancock, who
has been too long away from our
screens. As she demonstrates here,
she can create comedy in the unlike-
liest places with simply a raised
eyebrow or a resigned sigh.

he nine-part documentary

series Impact: Songs That
Changed The World (SBS 7.30pm
Wednesdays) is not concerned
with revolutionary songs. You will
not find The Marseillaise or The
International here.

By “change the world”, the
producers mean “influenced pop
culture”. So the first program is
about Chuck Berry’s pioneering
rock ‘n’ roll number Maybellene.
Ho hum.

here’s an awful lot of anger,

despair and fear out there
in bourgeois society today. A very
articulate New York cop I saw inter-
viewed on this subject some years
ago described the police in that city
as “an army of occupation” trying to
keep the lid on the people’s devel-
oping anger.

Timothy West and Sheila Hancock - made eminently watchable by the quality of the cast (Bedtime)

For Communists, the anger, fear
and despair are clearly products of
an inherently unjust, unfair and fail-
ing system. For its part, the ruling
class tries to take people’s minds off
the subject altogether.

They offer distractions — sport
and gossip — and manipulate the
people’s emotional life so that hap-
piness becomes defined by whether
you acquire new possessions. People
are encouraged to watch television
and laugh at life’s vicissitudes, or
seek escape in fantasy worlds or
chemical-induced dreamscapes.

But if that does not work, and
it will not work forever, then it is
equally important that the ruling
class find something else to blame.
And that something else appears to
be our genes.

As the three-part series Primal
Instincts, on The Big Picture (ABC
8.30pm Wednesdays) shows, Anger,
Happiness and Fear are among “our
most basic emotions”, primitive
forces that supposedly “drive road
rage, addiction, compassion and
uncontrollable phobias”.

Made by the ABC with the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
and the Discovery Channel, the
series “reveals how emotions rule
our lives and how we struggle to
control them”.

The Beaches Hotel

South Coast

Strengthening the Trade Union Movement:
Communist Party of Australia’s policy

Speaker: Anna Pha Editor of “The Guardian”

Sunday February 29 2004 10.30 am for 11am
Lawrence Hargrave Drive Thirroul

A BBQ lunch will be provided — $10/waged $5/conc
RSVP by February 24

For further details contact Janice on 02 4283 6130
or janhamilton34 @hotmail.com

Organised by the North lllawarra Branch of the Communist Party of Australia.
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t’s Stalin-bashing time again,

apparently. Despite the fact
that the demands of the anti-Soviet
“reformers” and dissidents to “open
the archives” revealed that execu-
tions under Stalin ran to around
30,000 or so, the new three-part
series Stalin: Three Faces Of Evil
(SBS 8.30pm Thursdays) contented-
ly repeats the Cold War propaganda
of “millions of executions”.

Readers of The Guardian
hardly need reminding that when
the ruling class attacks Stalin they
are not concerned about “opposing
dictatorship” but about opposing
and discrediting Communism. And
especially, these days, are they con-
cerned about rooting it out on the
territory of Russia.

SBS’ own notes on the program
point this up: “While Germany is
still far from completely coming
to terms with its past, in Russia the
process of confronting it has barely
begun. A decade after the collapse
of the Russian Empire the full truth
about Stalin’s terrifying and extraor-
dinary world is finally emerging.”

Note the use of the Cold War
propaganda term “Russian Empire”
for the USSR.

he practice of altering news-

reel footage to suit the needs
of the television producer grows
apace. Now we have a whole series
based on the extraordinary concept
of colourised archival film.

The six-part series, which we
are assured brings “sharp focus
and vivid hues” to its subject, is

The First World War In Colour,
screening on As It Happened (SBS
7.30pm Saturdays).

When TV moguls sought new
viewers for black & white movies
they did not set about educating
young people on the glories of black
& white cinematography. No, they
electronically coloured in the images
so they resembled a colour film (but
with inappropriate lighting).

Film directors and cinematog-
raphers protested at this vandalism
of a great art form and eventually
forced the moguls to drop the prac-
tice. But who will demonstrate to
protect newsreel footage from the
same “improvement”?

Manufacturing pretend colour
newsreels of WW1 when in fact
there were none does a disservice
to history. Turning gritty authen-
tic B&W footage into ersatz
picturesque colour footage in the
interests of boosting ratings is
surely a travesty for a supposedly
historical series.

As to that, WW1 was the ulti-
mate example of inter-imperialist
rivalry. For several years the rival
groupings had been trying to find an
opportunity for a war to redistribute
markets, colonies and trade.

In this series however, Austria
declares war on Serbia in revenge
for the assassination of the
Archduke Ferdinand at Sarejevo,
which brings Europe’s “complex
set of alliances” into play and in
turn “triggers an unstoppable catas-
trophe”. Yeah, sure. &

Sydney

Politics in the Pub

Every Friday night 6pm — 7.45pm
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills

(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)
Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

February 20
Light on the hill, heart of the nation. Where is it?
Judy Davis, Academy Award winning actor;
Pat Dodson, Inaugural Chair of Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation

February 27
Batting for the Senate
ALP Senator John Faulkner; Greens Senator Kerry Nettle;
Democrats Senator Andrew Bartlett

5th March
The impact of globalisation on the aspirations of Latin America
Dr Michael Humphreys School of Sociology Uni NSW;
Dr Estela Valverde, Dept of Spanish
and Latin American Studies Uni NSW

Ing: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com; Janet Fischer 9398 8891;
PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554

www.politicsinthepub.org
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CPA statement on Free Trade Agreement

Defeat the FTA

continued from page 1

The claim by the Australian
Trade Department that “Both parties
retain the right to establish their own
domestic environmental and labour
standards and to adapt or modify
their own laws” is not convincing,
especially since the TNCs criticise
differing laws and practices between
countries as a barrier to trade and
investment.

The FTA threatens the sov-
ereignty and independence of
Australia. It undermines the
right of elected governments to
regulate key aspects of essential
services, investment, industrial
development and environmental pro-
tection. Government powers in the
sphere of labour protection would
also be curbed. Decisions about all
those promised new jobs would be
made in New York boardrooms.
Even local government faces loss of
control of services.

Based on NAFTA

We are told that much of the
FTA is based on the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA,)
between the US, Canada and
Mexico.

When the Mexican Government
signed on to NAFTA, the people
there were similarly bombarded
with tales of export-led growth, eco-
nomic security (we are promised 50
years of it!), employment opportuni-
ties, higher wages, environmental
protection, improved welfare. We
are promised all of these plus labour
rights! But for the people of Mexico
these promises proved to be myths.

The reality for Mexican workers
was quite different. NAFTA resulted
in the distortion of trade flows, loss
of productive capacity, a stagnant
economy and foreign investment
largely in the form of takeovers
and mergers. Workers have born the
brunt of NAFTA. There were job
losses and wage reductions. Prices
rocketed, unemployment rose and
somewhere between 25 and 40 mil-
lion Mexicans now live in extreme
poverty. The toll in term of health
and malnutrition is horrendous,
with an estimated 60 per cent of
indigenous children suffering from
severe malnutrition. NAFTA has
also been used by the TNCs to drive
down wages and working conditions
across North America by pitting US,
Canadian and Mexican workers
against each other as they vie for
too few jobs.

While conditions in Australia
are not the same as in Mexico,
the scene is being set for similar
outcomes. The people of Australia
would face further privatisation and
US corporate domination of health,

———

WERE HERE To TLK TURKEY 0N FREE TRADE

education, water, energy, welfare,
transport, etc, with higher prices,
poorer quality services and all the
other ugly consequences of profit-
first provision of essential services.

Political decision

The FTA is a mechanism for
the economic neo-colonisation
of Australia by US corporations.
In Canada, under NAFTA, the
Canadian Government was success-
fully sued by a US corporation for
attempting to legislate to ban the
sale of fuel containing a proven car-
cinogenic additive. Not only was the
government forced under the provi-
sions of the “free trade agreement”
to allow the cancer-causing product
to be sold, but it was obliged to issue
a public statement that the additive
was “harmless” even though all the
scientific evidence clearly showed
it was not.

What the Australian Government
describes as the integration of the
Australian economy with that of the
US is inevitably an unequal relation-
ship — in the economic, political and
military areas.

Above all the FTA is a political
decision with far wider implications
for Australia and the world than the
economic and social ones raised
above.

The Howard Government is
primarily concerned about demon-

strating to the US its strong political
loyalty and that it can always be
relied upon. It is less concerned
about the interests of the Australian
people or the Australian economy.
For the Howard Government the
main question is not whether the
Australian people or even Australian
industries benefited or suffered from
the FTA. The main question is
Australia’s “partnership” with the
US — economically, politically, mili-
tarily and in every other way.

The FTA seeks to bind Australia
even more tightly to the USAin a
relationship where the US will be
the dominant power and Australia
at best, a deputy sheriff policing the
region and running to the assistance
of the Global Cop around the globe
whenever summoned.

Australia already blindly fol-
lows the US in its wars, carries out
joint military exercises under US
command, and provides facilities
including Pine Gap for US military
and intelligence services. The US
is in the process of establishing
bases near Darwin and in Western
Australia. The Howard Government
supports and is participating in the
aggressive and hideously expensive
Star Wars program and is about
to embark on a massive $50 bil-
lion military equipment program
to facilitate the integration of our
military with that of the US. Much

of that money will be spent in the
US, whose corporations will rake
in even bigger profits as tariffs are
removed.

Australia is important to the US
in its pursuit of global domination
because of its strategic position in
relation to Indonesia, South East
Asia, Korea, China and Taiwan and
the Pacific Island nations. It is also
important as a resource basin for the
large manufacturing sector in the
US and as a stepping off point for
economic ventures in Asia.

The FTA is a major step in
the process of a US takeover of
Australia.

In global terms it sets a model
for the US to push at the WTO and
in other bilateral and regional nego-
tiations for similar agreements. Just
as there is pressure on Mexico and
Canada now to extend NAFTA into
other areas, including common laws
and policies, there will certainly be
pressure on Australia to extend the
FTA to integrate Australia with the
US in much the same way as the
countries of the European Union are
now integrated.

The FTA must be defeated.
Every ordinary Australian has an
interest in seeing it defeated — stu-
dents, workers and trade unions,
actors and filmmakers, local manu-
facturers, small farmers, pensioners,
the unemployed, environmentalists,

peace activists... all have common
interests in seeing it defeated.

There is an alternative
There is an alternative based
on—
Sovereignty and democracy:
Elected governments should not be
overridden by commercial interests
or prevented from legislating or
acting in the interests of people.
The economy: Governments should
control key economic levers such as
banks, financial flows, investment,
imports, telecommunications, postal
services, water supply, job creation,
trade to be put on the basis of
mutual benefit and all other aspects
necessary to protect Australia’s sov-
ereignty and independence.
Social services: Governments
should retain responsibility for the
provision of basic essential public
services in health, education and
welfare.
Regulation of the economy: Both
the private and the public sector
should be made accountable.
Environmental protection should
be a priority of government in their
economic management.
Industrial: Australian governments
should be free to legislate on indus-
trial issues without having to make
any sacrifices of sovereignty and
independence arising from trade
legislation. &

FIA is a comprehensive document going far beyond trade questions
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