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The Australian working 
people, including many Labor 
Party members, are looking for 
strong, alternative leadership. That 
means putting up a real fight for 
public health, public education, 
democratic rights, peace policies, 
Australian independence, an end 
to privatisation and much else.

Instead, it leaves the ALP 
tightly in the grip of the right wing 
over the Party’s policies.

The real issues are ones of 
policy, not personalities as the 
media would have us believe. On 
this score, the dividing line between 
the Liberal and Labor Parties has 
become less and less in recent 
years.

There is no reason to believe 
that Mark Latham will provide an 
alternative despite the hype about 
“generational change” and the need 
“to take the fight to Howard”.

Privatisation
Labor Prime Ministers Hawke 

and Keating, set the stage for the 
sell off of the publicly owned 
Commonwealth Bank, Telstra, 
Australia Post and Qantas. State 
Labor Governments are continuing 
to sell off or contract out everything 
they can – hospitals, public 
transport, schools, water supplies, 
port facilities, energy suppliers and 

land, into the grubby hands of the 
transnational corporations.

All Labor Governments have 
adopted the economic rationalist 
ideology of privatisation, deregula-
tion and “small government”, giv-
ing corporations a free hand while 
cutting back welfare payments and 
providing more and more handouts 
to the big end of town.

All Labor Party leaders accept 
the US alliance and although Mark 
Latham has made some critical 
remarks about the US leaders it 
remains to be seen whether this rep-
resents anything more than rhetoric. 
There is no reason to believe that 
this change of leadership signals the 
introduction of a more independent 
foreign policy.

Both Beazley and Latham are 
members of the right-wing faction 
and the fact that they were the only 
candidates was facilitated in part by 
the pathetic and dubious role played 
by some of the so-called Labor 
Party left. Some from this group 
played a part in the overthrow of 
Simon Crean.

The Labor Party left has for 
years failed to take a firm stand on 
policy issues or offer a candidate 
for election to top office. It meekly 
accepts the domination of the right 
wing.

The slogan of unity and con-
sensus often means no more than 
unity under the tawdry banners of 
the right who have never provided 
significant alternative policies.

In its early years, the Labor 
Party talked about the “public 
ownership of the means of produc-
tion, distribution and exchange” and 
the first Labor Party Governments 
established many publicly-owned 
enterprises.

None-the-less, the ALP’s 
program has always been limited 
to reform of the capitalist system, 
that is, to knock off some of the 
rough edges of capitalism but not 
to change the system.

Mark Latham’s statements 
regarding economic issues do not 
suggest that he is prepared to buck 
the ideas of the “economic ratio-
nalist” although he often talks of 
“new Labor policies”, “new public 
philosophies”, “new economy”, 

“new ideas”, “new constituencies”, 
“new growth theories”. He has 
taken his stand by declaring that “A 
future Labor Government will not 
socialise the means of production, 
distribution and exchange”.

This fundamental declaration 
separates Latham from the founders 
of the Labor Party who declared for 
exactly that.

Latham also claimed that “Old 
constituencies based on blue-collar 
work and organised labour are 
fading away”. He went on to say 
that “Old ways of thinking might 
produce a nice sense of nostalgia, 
but they are insufficient to win 
national elections and form national 
Labor governments”.

It is on this basis that he has 
recently spoken about “aspirational 
voters” – a new class of those work-
ing from home and obviously not 
part of the Australian trade union 
movement. It is on these “free 
agents doing it for themselves” 
that Mark Latham hopes will sweep 
the Labor Party into office under his 
leadership.

But the Australian people are 

looking for very real and concrete 
alternative policies, not for 
rhetoric and “new ideas” which, 
on examination, are nothing more 
than corporate interests wrapped up 
in Christmas paper.

What the Australian 
people are looking for 
includes:

• A clear and decisive com-
mitment to restore bulk billing by 
increasing the rebate paid to doctors 
to cover all patients, the cancella-
tion of the handouts paid to private 
health insurance companies and 
the substantial additional funding 
for public hospitals;

• Clear support for the public 
education system. This means 
the drastic scaling down of the 
scandalous subsidies paid to private 
and church schools. It also means a 
substantial increase in the funding 
of universities and the cancellation 
of HECS fees;

• A commitment to repeal 
the anti-trade union sections of 

industrial legislation re-establish-
ing the right of workers to strike. 
Re-establishment of the legally 
binding award system;

• A commitment to end the 
privatisation and contracting out 
of welfare and other services such 
as public transport, public hospitals, 
water and electricity supplies, etc;

• The re-nationalisation of the 
Commonwealth Bank and Qantas 
and other essential services;

• The adoption of a humane 
and non-racist policy towards 
refugees and an immediate closure 
of refugee detention centres;

• A clear stand to uphold 
Australia’s independence with a 
foreign policy based on friendly 
and peaceful relations with all 
countries.

Many Labor Party members 
support some or all of these policies 
but the top leadership of the Labor 
Party does not because they have 
become deeply committed to the 
interests of the corporations rather 
than to the needs of the working 
people.
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The election of Mark Latham as Labor Party 
parliamentary leader may win a few extra percentage 
points in public opinion polls compared to the dismal 
showing of Simon Crean. But it is not going to make 
a fundamental difference to the policy direction of the 
Party. Nor is it going to resolve the deep and long-term 
problems facing the Labor Party.
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PRESS FUND
Another year is scurrying to its conclusion. There’s just one more issue 
before the Guardian team departs for a much-needed summer break. If 
you feel strongly about the issues we raise as part of the struggle for a 
just and peaceful world, why not send us a contribution as a New Year 
gift and help us to carry on our part of that great struggle. And we cer-
tainly need your help! With one week to go we’re still $650 short of our 
annual target. Our sincere thanks go to the following four contributors:
DL $500, Anonymous $4, E Patient $10, “Round Figure” $6.
This week’s total: $520. Progressive total: $11,350.

Financial security
When fi rst introduced by the Hawke Government we were 

told that superannuation was our guarantee of fi nancial secu-
rity in old age. But the aura of superannuation is dimming as 
super funds, largely invested in stocks and shares have taken 
hard knocks on slumping markets.

We are now told that “clever” people pour every single 
spare cent of their hard-earned money into an investment 
portfolio – primarily shares and property – which is guar-
anteed to bring them riches in retirement. And best of all, 
an investment portfolio means you are no longer slumming 
it in the working class, you are now part of the “aspirational 
class”!

And so we have the working people of Australia, throwing 
their money into share fl oats, property development and a 
myriad of shonky investment schemes in a desperate bid to 
ensure their fi nancial “security” in old age. However, the capi-
talist system provides no security at all for such investments.

There are several recent and very stark examples of how 
these investments can disappear into thin air.

Firstly there is the example of the hundred of millions of 
dollars sucked from the pockets of Australia’s “Mums and 
Dads” in the great Telstra2 rip-off. At that time John Howard 
announced that he wanted Australia to become “the greatest 
share-owning democracy in the world”. After the sales of 
Telstra and the Commonwealth Bank we were – 54 percent of 
the population directly owned shares. But at what price?

Telstra2 fl oated in October 1999 at $7.40 a share. Now you 
would be lucky to sell them for $4.80 – down 35 percent. To 
have even kept pace with infl ation they should have risen by 
more than 12 percent.

Worst of all, people who accessed the redraw facility on 
their mortgage to pay for their shares have had to pay an ad-
ditional seven percent interest per annum on the money they 
borrowed to buy this “blue-chip asset”.

The whole event was a disaster for all concerned – except 
for the Government, which then had extra bucks in the bank 
to fi nance tax cuts for the rich, and the Telstra directors who 
pocketed multi-million dollar performance bonuses.

Last week saw the collapse of National Investment 
Institute, the company owned by “get rich quick” guru 
Henry Kaye. Kaye advertised through the major newspapers 
offering to turn ordinary people (workers) into “property 
millionaires” – with “a price protection guarantee”, of course. 
The crux of Kaye’s “guaranteed” get-rich plan was that you 
buy a property from Mr Kaye – usually an off-the-plan 
inner-city apartment – and then on-sell the apartment by 
your own means through a real estate agent and pocket a 
windfall. Repeat ad nauseum.

The problem with “off the plan” is that until the ground is 
turned, materials brought in and laid down with hard labour, 
the apartment doesn’t actually exist. You were merely buying 
and selling the thin air above a block of ground owned by 
Kaye. Now the National Investment Institute has gone bust 
and an estimated 10,000 investors – workers, Mums and 
Dads, and retirees all hoping to grow their nest egg through 
this outrageous scam – have been left with just the thin air 
and possibly a second mortgage on their homes.

The only person who is guaranteed any return from the 
collapse is the fi rst-in-line creditor – one Mr Henry Kaye.

In his tilt at the ALP leadership Mark Latham outlined his 
economic vision thus: “The market is here to stay. The social 
justice imperative is to give everyone a share of the benefi ts.” 
What does he mean? Do we forgo our state-guaranteed pen-
sion system for share of Telstra or any other national asset the 
government of the day has decided to “share” with us via the 
stock market?

The only true guarantee of social justice is one which is 
provided by the state – our publicly funded social security 
system, our Medicare and PBS, our public education. These 
are the services that will provide us “security” in our old 
age.

And as John Howard is in Parliament this week pushing 
his agenda to dismantle all these pillars of social justice, we 
must let him know we are determined to fi ght to protect 
them.

Iraq: “Don’t take that photo”

by Vic Williams

He was travelling in the back 
of a car with a helicopter hovering 
ahead. He wanted to take a photo 
of it. “Don’t take that photo”, he 
was told. “They will see a fl ash and 
shoot up the car!” The US soldiers 
are very young and very much on 
edge.

A queue was lining up for food. 
In Iraq it is a social custom for the 
old to have priority. An old man was 
moved to the top of the queue, but 
a US soldier told him to go back to 
his previous place. A young Iraqi 
objected and some jostling occurred 
which alarmed the soldiers who 
opened fi re and killed seven.

At another place some shots 
were fi red from a plantation of a 
thousand date palms. In response 
and to destroy the cover, the US 
Army bulldozed the thousand date 
palms with no thought that they 
were the support for 80 families.

A tank driver told Neville 
“Don’t blame the kids. The 
resistance is growing every day”.

Rev Neville Watson thinks the 
main resistance is from the secret 
service of Saddam Hussein but now 
the people have started to join the 
armed resistance.

He sees great diffi culties in 
creating a stable government for 
Iraq. There are confl icts within 

the Shiites who are fi ring on one 
another, huge differences between 
the Sunnis and the Kurds.

There is jockeying within the 
Governing Council.

While Iraqis have come together 
against the common enemy and 
many are glad to get rid of Saddam, 
there is fear of civil war. The 
invasion is increasingly seen as an 
extension of US imperialism with 
only a remote possibility of US 
getting out and the UN in.

Neville found that people he was 
with in the US had a strong hope for 
a regime change but that they could 
not assume public opinion could win 
the day. He thought that continuous 
and strong organisation was needed 
for success.
The Perth meeting donated $200 
for the CPA’s Baghdad Hospital 
Appeal. J

“Iraq is a complete disaster”, Rev Neville Watson told a meeting 
organised by the Communist Party WA Branch recently. He had 
spent three weeks in Iraq and two weeks in the USA.

Urgent Baghdad
Hospital Appeal
The Communist Party’s Baghdad Hospital Appeal took 
a giant leap forward this week bringing the total to 
almost the three-quarters mark of the $2000 target. Next 
week’s Guardian is the last for the year, so please send 
in your contribution as soon as possible. Thanks to all 
contributors.
The Iraqi Communist Party blames the US for the upsurge 
in violence and is calling for the US troops to get out. The 
Party wants UN peacekeepers to replace American troops in 
the near future. “If the Americans had listened to us back in 
May and allowed a national conference to pick a legitimate 
government, there would never have been this level of 
instability”, Ali Salaam a member of the ICP Central Committee 
told the Associated Press. “We are encouraging the masses to 
get involved in the political process and in the creation of new 
democratic institutions. We have always believed that the UN 
has a central role to play”, he said.
Contributors:
Perth Branch $280, JJ $20, JV $50, Pablo and Carmen Rosa 
$20, APC SA $100, Bob, Jenny and Johanna Saltis $60, BF 
$10, RG $50, Jim McKenzie $50, Lesley Cockram $50, Avante 
Media Australia $10, Anon $25, Semaphore Workers’ Club 
$200.
This week’s total $925  Progressive total $1453.
"- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Baghdad Hospital Appeal
I…………………………………….
of ……………………………………………………
donate $.................... to the above appeal.
I agree/do not agree to having my contribution
acknowledged in The Guardian.
Contributions by cheque, money order or credit card giving 
name on the card, card number and expiry date.

Name on credit card ____________________________

Credit card ________  ________  ________  ________

Expiry date ___________

continued from page 1

Reality
This is the reality that has led 

the ALP leaders to be seen as little 
different to those of the Liberal 
Party. The only way by which 
this reality can be changed is by 
adopting real alternative policies.

Asked by The Guardian to 
comment on the election of Mark 
Latham, Peter Symon, General 
Secretary of the Communist 
Party said: “The election of Mark 
Latham in the absence of any left 
or even more progressive candidate, 
indicates that there will not be any 
signifi cant change in the policies 
of the Labor Party although Mr 
Latham is likely to make much use 
of his favourite word, ‘new’.

“It is because of this that many 
people are looking for other Parties 
to join, support and vote for. The 
Communist Party supports this 
trend.

“We remain convinced that 
the emergence of a strong left and 
progressive alternative in Australian 
politics is certain to emerge. It will 
offer a new policy direction and will 
eventually become strong enough to 
form a new type of government for 
Australia, committed to the interests 
of the working people who remain 
the overwhelming majority in our 
society.

“Until this happens we will 
continue to wallow in right-wing, 
conservative politics while the 
dominant corporations knock down 
living standards even further, attack 
democratic rights and land us in 
more overseas wars clinging to the 
coat-tails of the United States.

“Many will hope for something 
really ‘new’ but there are no 
grounds for expecting this hope to 
be fulfi lled.” J

Labor’s 
agony

The CPA on the WEB
For more information on the Communist Party of Australia, 
documents, Guardian archives, campaigns, links to other parties, 
papers and organisations and much more, visit our websites:

Central Committee: www.cpa.org.au
Blacktown Branch: www.agitprop.org.au

Maritime Branch: www.geocities.com/cpamaritime
Sydney Central Branch: www.red- sydney.com
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by Anna Pha
Both Bills have a number of 

features in common. They have 
the aim of taking the public health 
system and public universities 
further down the track towards 
privatisation.

Bulk billing and free education 
are being replaced by user-pays. 
There is a front door for the wealthy 
to buy their way into a private 
hospital or public university and a 
back door with a long queue for the 
rest. As a result, universal access is 

being replaced by access according 
to ability to pay.

In addition to user-pays there 
is greater reliance on corporate 
funding and private provision of 
health and higher education as they 
are treated as commodities to be 
bought and sold on a deregulated 
market place.

In line with other areas, the 
Government is gradually winding 
back its responsibility for the 
funding and provision of these 
essential services.

Education package
Teaching and non-teaching 

staff and students united in national 
action, closing universities across 
Australia on October 16. They 
opposed the Government’s plans to 
allow universities to increase fees by 
up to 30 per cent and open up more 
full-fee paying places; its attempts 
to force universities to employ staff 
on individual contracts; and other 
measures to interfere in university 
governance at the same time as 
further deregulating the education 
“market”.

Failing to gain the support of 
Labor, Greens, the Democrats or 
the four independent Senators, 
Education Minister Brendan 
Nelson recently proposed some 
amendments to the package which 

did not alter its major thrust. These 
were not accepted.

Then on Friday last week, he 
returned with the offer of a few 
crumbs for Indigenous students, 
students with disabilities, poor 
students from rural backgrounds and 
disadvantaged students and other 
relatively minor changes relating to 
the repayment of HECS debt.

But the key issues such as 
increasing fees, increasing the 
number of full-fee paying students 
and making new funding conditional 
on the imposition of individual 
workplace contracts, remain.

The four independents voted for 
the Bill on Monday, but attached a 
number of important conditions to 
be met before they would agree to 
support its expected return to the 
Senate on Tuesday this week.

Medicare package
At this stage the Medicare 

legislation has been sent to the 
Medicare Select Committee (for 
a second time), in effect delaying 
further consideration of the Bill 
until next year.

The Committee has been 
charged with inquiring into the 
Government’s “Medicare Plus” 
package, including the pathetic 
$5 incentive to doctors when they 
bulk-bill children and concession 
card holders and the recruitment of 
overseas doctors. The Committee is 
to report back by February 11, 2004.

Health Minister Tony Abbott is 
still determined to get the package 
through before the end of the year 
and is pushing the Senate to reverse 
its decision. J

Despite widespread opposition to its Medicare and Higher Education 
Bills, the Howard Government has tried bullying, lying, and 
threatening universities – every dirty trick in the book – to ram 
through its unpopular, regressive, anti-people program. It tells 
whopping lies about being committed to Medicare as it attempts 
to buy the votes of a few wavering Democrats or independents who 
hold the balance of power in the Senate.

Health & education: Keep them public

“NO DUMP IN AUBURN!”

Speakers at the demonstration 
included Auburn resident and 
Community Alliance member, 
Tony Oldfield, Ed Mason from the 
Auburn Branch of the CPA, Sylvia 
Hale from the NSW Greens, and 
Yan Xing from the Auburn Chinese 
Association.

The large and very vocal crowd 
represented a wide cross-section of 
local residents including Sofia and 
Lisa, neighbours in Auburn for 35 
years, who between them have five 
children and 10 grandchildren living 
in the Auburn-Granville area.

For them this represents a 
serious environmental justice issue. 
Rich areas of Sydney should not 
force poorer parts of Sydney to deal 
with their garbage. “It’s unfair”, 
said Sofia. “Why should we get the 
health and pollution problems?”

The Land and Environment 
Court had decided that a proposal 
by the waste management company 
Collex to build a centralised 
Sydney-wide garbage dump at 
Auburn/Clyde was unacceptable. 
However, Bob Carr and the Labor 
Party are prepared to overrule the 
court and allow Collex to go ahead, 
no doubt mindful of a generous 
“donation” of nearly $100,000 the 
company gave the Labor Party.

Collex is a subsidiary of the 
French multinational Vivendi, which 
has interests in water utilities, waste 
management, entertainment and 
communications around the globe. 
It is a partner in the water treatment 
plant at Prospect reservoir.

Vivendi has a long, documented 
history of bribery and corruption. 
There have already been convictions 
of public officials in Lyons in 
France, Milan in Italy and New 
Orleans, USA, and there are serious 
allegations of corruption hanging 
over Vivendi projects in Indonesia, 
India, Argentina and Kenya.

The history of the relationship 
between Collex and the NSW Carr 
Government is also interesting. 
Collex won a contract from the 
Government to remove half a 
million tonnes of municipal 
household waste from the Northern 
Sydney region. This is one third of 
all of Sydney’s putrescible (rotting) 
garbage.

The contract requires Collex 
to install modern compactors and 
make other upgrades for the existing 
government-owned waste stations at 
Belrose, Artamon and Ryde. Collex 
also has to buy trucks, containers 
and pay for the drivers transporting 
the waste. They have to compact 

the waste into sealed containers and 
transport them to a suitable railhead 
for transfer to their landfill site at 
Woodlawn, near Goulburn south of 
Sydney.

Now Collex is refusing to 
comply with their contract. They do 
not want to reduce their profits by 
going to the expense of upgrading 
the existing Waste Services 
Transfer Stations. What Collex is 
now demanding is one mega waste 
transfer station near a railway line in 
the centre of greater Sydney, forcing 
all the council garbage trucks to 
come to them. Collex says the best 
site for this is Auburn.

So now Collex is planning 
to construct a giant central waste 
processing plant facility – a garbage 
dump – in the middle of Sydney. 
As 100 per cent of their costs are 
covered by the NSW Government, 
courtesy of North Shore ratepayers, 
Collex can undercut all other waste 
management providers.

Collex plans to expand the 
facility in a series of stages, finally 
receiving waste from all of Sydney. 
The facility is intended to eventually 
process 1.6 million tonnes of 
putrescible garbage per annum. The 
consequences for the local residents 
will be enormous.

Collex should have been sifting 
the waste since January 1, 2001, 

but the waste is currently going to 
Menai tip which is already well over 
capacity.

The Land and Environment 
Court ruled against the planned 
waste dump at Auburn/Clyde on 
several grounds. The plant has 
unfiltered open-air ventilation, so 
rotten odour will come from the 
plant itself and from the thousands 
of garbage trucks from all over 
Sydney converging on Auburn 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. Air 
and noise pollution will increase 
dramatically. Roads are likely to 
become pot-holed and accidents will 
increase.

The court decided the dump 
would attract other noxious 
industries to the local area and that 
it would encourage vermin. The 
health of residents in Auburn, Clyde 
and Granville will be compromised. 
Cases of asthma and other 
respiratory diseases will increase.

In brief the dump will destroy 
the quality of life of local residents. 
It will also lower property values 
in all surrounding areas. However, 
since this is a safe Labor-voting 
working class area, populated by 
many migrants of non-English 
speaking background, the 
Government believes it can get 
away with it.

However, Bob Carr and the 

Auburn local ALP Member of 
Parliament Barbara Perry, have 
not calculated on the strength of 
opposition to the Collex plans in the 
local community. Thousands of local 
residents have already expressed 
their opposition to the proposal, and 
buoyed by the victory in the Land 
and Environment Court, they are 
determined to continue to fight.

The Auburn Community 
Alliance has formed to fight the 
proposed dump and campaign 
on other issues on behalf of the 
residents of Auburn.

Alliance member Tony Oldfield, 
quoted in the district newspaper 
The Auburn Review, said, “This is 
a massive betrayal of local residents 
by the Labor Party and the State 
Government. Bob Carr reckons 
it’s okay for every piece of rubbish 
collected in Sydney to be dumped 
in Auburn. I bet they wouldn’t try 
this on posh suburbs like Mosman 
or Vauclause”.

The Auburn Branch of the 
Communist Party of Australia 
has been instrumental in the 
establishment of the Alliance and 
is active in the campaign to stop 
the dump. The battle against Collex 
and its plans will clearly be a long-
term one and The Guardian will 
keep readers up-to-date as events 
unfold.  J

A noisy and impassioned demonstration by approximately 500 
people took place outside Parliament House Sydney on Tuesday 
[ December 2] at the same time as Premier Bob Carr was trying to 
rush special legislation through Parliament to overrule a decision 
by the Land and Environment Court. The demonstration was 
organised by the No Dump Residents Association and the Auburn 
Community Alliance to rally local residents against the proposed 
waste dump at Auburn, in Sydney’s western suburbs.

Waste company Collex has donated almost $100,000 to the NSW Labor Party
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Central to their argument is 
the threat posed by the Howard 
blueprint to the cornerstones of 
the original Medicare concept – its 
universality.

“John Howard will have 
achieved his political goal of 
destroying Medicare as a universal, 
taxpayer-funded health care system 
if the Federal Parliament agrees to 
key features of his MedicarePlus 
changes”, the nurses warned in a 
statement.

The nurses condemned the 
introduction of means testing for 
certain benefits and the idea of 
linking Medicare with a safety net.

They said Medicare was not 
established as a safety net but as a 
taxpayer-funded health system in 
which people are cared for on the 
basis of clinical need, irrespective 
of income or assets.

NSW Nurses Association 
Secretary, Brett Holmes, said 
MedicarePlus attempted to 
camouflage the real intention of the 
Government’s policy.

“The step-by-step process being 
followed by the Federal Government 
to dismantle Medicare is clear to 
nurses”, Mr Holmes said.

He said the steps were:
• building up the idea that a 

universal, taxpayer-funded health 
system was unsustainable and using 
that to divert billions to private 
insurance;

• holding down the Medicare 
rebate so bulk-billing levels would 
fall; 

• accepting the decline in bulk-
billing as inevitable and introducing 
a means-tested safety net in 
response.

“Once this is accepted the 
Government can continue to hold 
down the Medicare rebate, wind 

back the so-called safety net and 
expand private health insurance so 
you end up with an American-style, 
two-tier system”.

Mr Holmes warned that the 
concepts of means testing and 
safety net would then be more easily 
applied to the hospital system.

He said that, in a sense, the 
detail of the Medicare package was 
irrelevant. “It is nothing but an 
appeal to sectional interests in an 
attempt to overturn a larger idea. It 
is that larger idea that is now well 
and truly the real issue”.

“The Howard Government, for 
ideological reasons, has failed to 
tackle the problem of declining rates 
of bulk-billing”, Health Services 
Union Secretary, Craig Thomson, 
said.

Research, he warned, showed 
that 1.2 million Australians said they 
would go to hospital accident and 
emergency departments rather than 
paying higher general practitioner 
costs. J

LABOUR STRUGGLES

Australia’s health system is at the crossroads with the Howard 
Government’s MedicarePlus pointing towards an Americanised 
future, nurses say. Delegates representing NSW nurses from 
public hospitals, private hospitals, health care services and aged 
care facilities came to that conclusion after studying the details of 
MedicarePlus.

Nurses condemn attack on Medicare

Strike action by Western Australian public servants contin-
ued on November 27 after the State Government failed to 
improve its latest pay offer. Branch Secretary of the Com-
munity and Public Sector Union, Toni Walkington said that 
the government’s position hasn’t changed and that she ex-
pected 10,000 public servants to take part in the stoppage. 
Under the Government’s offer most workers will only receive 
a ridiculous three percent pay increase, with the lowest 
paid receiving ten percent over three years – a mere one 
percent increase. According to the union the revised offer 
fails to address issues of job security and disadvantages 
workers in regional and rural WA. Toni Walkington says 
that “With 740 jobs being slashed over the next few years 
our members’ ability to deliver critical community services is 
becoming increasingly difficult”. The union is conducting a 
radio advertising campaign calling on Premier Geoff Gallop 
to start listening to government employees and the com-
munity or face the prospect of being a “one term Premier”.

The ANZ Bank has being fined $156,000 by the NSW In-
dustrial Relations Commission for failing in its duty of care 
to employees involved in armed hold-ups. Justice Boland 
of the NSW IRC imposed the fine under the NSW Oc-
cupational Health and Safety Act for the bank’s failure to 
provide a safe working environment. In his judgement Jus-
tice Boland said, “I detected no sense of urgency on the 
defendant’s part to take appropriate steps to endeavour to 
fulfil the absolute duty it has under the legislation to ensure 
the health, safety and welfare at work of its employees”.

The Australian Writers Guild’s Megan Elliott met the Prime 
Minister on November 28 along with other industry repre-
sentatives and actor Geoffrey Rush, to put their position on 
free trade negotiations and to ask him not to trade away 
the Australian Identity. Ms Elliot says: “It’s been a very big, 
very hard and very long campaign. Australian Writers’ Guild 
members have been fighting to get culture taken out of the 
Australian-US Free Trade Agreement for more than 12 
months. We have even managed to get our colleagues in the 
US on side, a point of information that the negotiators and 
politicians are taking very seriously”. Australian writers are 
holding a “muster” on December 5-7. “This is the weekend 
that the fifth round of negotiations [on the FTA] finish – it is 
our chance as Australian writers to get together to send a 
big message to the Prime Minister and to the Australian ne-
gotiators: Australian Identity Is Not For Sale”, said Ms Elliott.

LABOUR NOTES
The employer of the 

maintenance workers, P&H 
MinePro, is part of the US 
multinational, Harnischfeger 
group – the company behind the 
long running Joy Dispute in the 
Southern Highlands in 2000.

“We know we’re in for a long 
hard fight”, says P&H MinePro 
worker Mark Makin, who, along 
with his workmates, remains 
determined to win the dispute.

For the last seven months the 
workers at the company’s Mount 
Thorley and Hexham sites have 
been trying to negotiate a new 
collective agreement.

P&H MinePro had offered 
to abide by the result of a secret 
ballot, but when the workers 
rejected individual contracts by 
a vote of 52 to 10 the company 
refused to negotiate. Instead, the 
company repackaged the AWAs as 
a collective agreement and offered 
it as a take-it-or-leave it deal.

“They wanted an AWA clause”, 

said Mr Makin. “They also wanted 
to link Key Performance Indicators 
to increases, which is a bit hard 
when we have no control over 
that”.

Intimidate workers
The company has been trying 

to intimidate workers, interviewing 
them individually and asking them 
if they would take legal industrial 
action.

“We told them that is our 
right”, said Mark Makin.

Since being locked out only six 
of the 62-strong workforce have 
crossed the picket line.

“Six guys are scab labouring. 
They’re hurting the cause but they 
are a minority. We’re the majority”.

Employees involved in a 
peaceful protest outside the 
company’s site at Hexham have 
been threatened with violence by 
security guards employed by the 
company.

“This is a pattern of behaviour 
by Harnischfeger in attacking 
ordinary Australians”, says 
Tim Ayres from the Australian 
Manufacturing Workers Union 
(AMWU). Most of the employees 
at the company are members of 
the AMWU, with a small number 
being members of the CFMEU.

“This is not a dispute about 
an agreement”, says AMWU State 
Secretary Paul Bastian. “This is 
nothing less than an attempt by the 
company to crush the unions and 
impose AWAs on its workforce. 
P&H MinePro workers will not 
accept the Americanisation of our 
industrial relations system. The 
company lost at Joy and it will not 
win at Mount Thorley”.

Workers from P&H MinePro 
will be visiting workplaces in 
Sydney this week. The AMWU 
has called for support from 
other workers for P&H MinePro 
employees at Hexham and Mount 
Thorley by inviting them to speak 
at workplaces, pass resolutions in 
support of the workers or visiting 
either of the company’s two 
sites. J

US giant attacks Aussie workers
Armed security guards are threatening violence against locked-out 
Hunter Valley workers fighting attempts to force them onto AWA 
individual contracts (Australian Workplace Agreements).

Vic Govt hangs up on most needy

Community and Public Sector 
Union (CPSU) Assistant Secretary, 
Jim Walton said: “We have a very 
real concern about moving this 
service from the Victims Referral 
Assistance Service (VRAS) and 
Victim Counselling Scheme (VCS).

“This year alone, the VRAS 
has received 44,000 telephone calls 
44 percent of which were referred 
to counselling. The Counselling 
Scheme is used by Victorians 
throughout the state. Services in 
regional Victoria will be hit hardest.

Jim Walton said the changes 
would drastically affect isolated 
regional Victorians, and that there 
has been a suggestion that once 
the Victims of Crime Counselling 
Scheme is removed the entire 
VRAS will be abolished. If this 
happens who will answer 44,000 
telephone calls?

“We are calling on the Victorian 
Government to reassure the public 
that these changes will not result in 
a loss or reduction of service”, Mr 
Walton said.

“This move by the Victorian 
Government has a tremendous 
affect on our members and the level 
of service which they provide”, 
warned Dr Rosemary Kelly, 
Executive Officer of the Victorian 
Psychologists Association.

“These changes are simply 
ridiculous, particularly when you 
consider that in 2002 this service 
was used by victims of the Bali 
bombing and their families. Is the 
Premier able to guarantee that the 
same level of professional service 
will be available to the Victorian 
public should this happen again?

“Shifting a core public service to 
the community health system which 
is already under-funded and under-
resourced will only compromise the 
level of care offered to Victorians”, 
Dr Kelly said. J

The Victorian Government is intending to hang up on one of the 
State’s most used counselling services – the Victims of Crime 
Counselling Scheme. Last month 1000 psychologists from the 
Victims of Crime Counselling Scheme were advised their service 
would be phased out, and that it would be moved to the already 
overburdened and under-funded community health service.

The nurses
condemned the introduction

of means testing for certain benefits and
the idea of linking Medicare with a safety net.
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AUSTRALIA

As the Blair Government in 
Britain was putting a version of the 
US Patriot Act before Parliament, 
US President George W Bush was 
announcing plans for new military 
bases around the globe. And in 
Australia, the Attorney-General was 
trying to increase the powers of the 
secret police.

All three moves are being 
carried out in the name of the “war 
on terrorism” while they are in fact 
hostile acts for the repression of 
ordinary citizens and whole nations.

If passed, the provisions of the 
Civil Contingencies Bill will abolish 
many democratic and civil rights 
in Britain. They include giving the 
Government the power in the event 
of an “emergency” to suspend all 
or part of the Human Rights Act 
without the need of Parliament’s 
approval. The Government 
would also be able to order the 
destruction of property, order the 
evacuation of an area, place a ban 
on the movement of individuals and 
prohibit assemblies, that is, protests, 
meetings, marches etc.

Sweeping powers
“Emergency” is defined as any 

threat to the environmental, political 
or economic stability of the country. 
The sweeping powers include any 
event that “causes or may cause 
disruption of the activities of Her 
Majesty’s Government”.

In practice this means a crack-
down on any dissent and opposition 

to the actions of the Government. 
There is to be “order” by the 
elimination of hard-won freedoms 
and the creation of a de facto police 
state.

In Australia the Howard 
Government is pushing for even 
more powers for the Australian 
Secret Intelligence Organisation 
(ASIO) which has already been 
granted draconian measures for 
surveillance, arrest and detention. 
The new powers would allow ASIO 
to interrogate suspects who need an 
interpreter, for 48 hours instead of 
the current 24 hours; allow ASIO 
to confiscate passports and prevent 
people who have been interrogated 
or who witness an interrogation, 
from divulging details of it under 
threat of a five-year jail term.

For PR purposes Attorney-
General Philip Ruddock has 
slightly toned down some of the 
police state measures in this current 
proposed legislation because some 
Government MPs, their eyes on next 
year’s election, were nervous about 
public reaction to the measures.

Five years
But suspects and their lawyers 

will still face the five-year sentences 
if they disclose information, and 

other third parties such as journalists 
and friends and families of suspects 
can also be jailed for five years 
if they are warranted to have 
“recklessly” released “sensitive” 
information.

In concert with these fascist-like 
measures US President George Bush 
announced in a national broadcast 
last week: “Beginning today, the 
United States will intensify our 
consultations with the Congress 
and our friends, allies and partners 
overseas on our ongoing review of 
our overseas force posture.

“We will ensure that we place 
the right capabilities in the most 
appropriate locations to best address 
the new security environment. 
High level US teams will begin 
consultations in foreign capitals in 
Europe, Asia and elsewhere.”

This means that consultations 
have already been concluded, deals 
struck and the wheels put in motion 
for the setting up of new military 
outposts.

In Australia, authoritarian rule 
sits side by side with the setting up 
of new US military bases in Western 
Australia and the Northern Territory, 
springboards for pre-emptive strikes 
and conflict in Asia.

During the past two years new 
US bases have also been established 
in Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Georgia 
(former Soviet republics), Bulgaria, 
Romania and Djibouti on the Horn 
of Africa. J

The police state
and world domination
Certain recent developments separated by vast distances, but tied 
together by the same objectives, help define the current political 
situation in terms of the triad which invaded Iraq.

Sydney Water, the corporatised body in control of the water 
resources of Australia’s biggest city and its environs, last week 
provided a fine example of corporate principles and ethics. 
The managing director of Sydney Water, Greg Robinson, was 
instrumental in deciding on the architect awarded a contract to 
redesign the headquarters of Sydney Water. He just happened 
to be the same architect who designed Robinson’s holiday 
home on the NSW north coast, and who also happened 
to have studied at the same university as Robinson’s wife.

As Immigration Minister, Philip Ruddock’s creed was “Lock 
‘em up”. As Attorney-General Ruddock’s cry is still “Lock 
‘em up”. He’s calling for ASIO to be given increased pow-
ers on top of the draconian powers of arrest and detention 
it already has. Ruddock says the ASIO laws passed last 
March are “fourth rate” and wants the secret police body 
to be able to question non-English speaking suspects for 
twice as long as English speakers. This is apparently be-
cause a non-English speaking detainee recently had the 
hide to answer questions through an interpreter, so the 
24 hours of questioning was deemed only half as useful.

And the terrorism beat-up continued last week when Fed-
eral Police Commissioner Mick Keelty claimed that Pacific 
islands could be used as launching pads for terrorist attacks 
on Australia. Keelty said that it is “not beyond a possibility” 
that small Pacific island nations “may be used as staging 
points to commit crime”. This is part of the “failed states” 
strategy the Howard Government used to invade and oc-
cupy the Solomon Islands. Dingo would like some proof 
because none has been forthcoming. The terrorists who 
are supposedly threatening Australia are a lot like the non-
existent WMDs used as a pretext to invade Iraq. So, where 
are they? There’s been invasions of people’s civil liberties 
with police raids on family homes; there’s been a bloke de-
ported to France; there are the two Australians who have 
been locked up by the US military without being charged for 
two years; there are the innuendo, slander and lies by the 
Government against asylum seekers … but no terrorists.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is logging transnational 
Gunns. In the pristine Styx Forests of Tasmania, Gunns has 
the backing of the state to rip in and cut down Australia’s 
tallest trees, wipe out endangered species and add to the 
greenhouse crisis. All that is standing between their greed 
and the ecological disaster that would result from it are 
peaceful protestors who for months have faced up to the 
bulldozers and the Tasmanian Police. To offer support and 
solidarity phone the Wilderness Society on 0409 944 891.

Review

Authoritarian rule
sits side by side with new US military bases.

The Battle of Boxville

by Bob Briton
BADATA (the Boxville 

and Districts Anti-television 
Association) is an underground 
group formed under the guidance 
of Carla Parks. Her reading of 
Marx’s Capital had lead her to 
the conclusion that “television is 
the opiate of the people” and that 
direct action was needed to get the 
townsfolk off their couches and 
back in charge of their lives. This 
is a town where parents insisted that 
children watch Neighbours and The 
Bold and the Beautiful!

The final straw for the young 
anti-TV campaigners came when 

Rupert Wolf returned to his 
hometown and, in response to a 
question from the local priest about 
how the media baron maintains 
contact with his maker said, “He’ll 
have to make an appointment like 
every body else”. The acquiescence 
of the people before this arrogance 
tipped the scale and BADATA was 
formed.

Up until this point stage prop 
televisions, in the form of a cutout 
framing the familiar TV journalist’s 
talking head, are a regular, malign 
(but very amusing) presence. 
Carla’s arguments with her parents 
about the distorted reports of war, 

refugees and “terrorism” fall on 
deaf ears.

After a fruitless meeting 
between a delegation of the town’s 
youth and Rupert Wolf, the TV 
smashing campaign begins. The 
guerrillas replace the TV sets 
with useful activities that deliver 
astounding benefits later in the play. 
Boxville is eventually freed from its 
addiction to the Wolf Channel.

The play’s tongue in cheek 
treatment of the issues did not 
detract from the gravity of the real 
problem of a society addicted to a 
media hostile to its better interests. 
The situation stands to get worse 
if an Australia US Free Trade 
Agreement opens the door further to 
US programs. The images and ideas 
in the media will have even less to 
do with the real lives and struggles 
of the people.

Scriptwriter Damian Mead 
agrees that, while the present 
situation with the Australian 
media is serious, “if this free trade 
agreement comes in and we have 
more American influence on the 
airwaves it will be an absolute 
disaster”.

This clever, witty and musically 
very accomplished one night stand 
made a valuable contribution to 
discussion of the crucial issue of the 
role of the media in societies like 
Australia.

Proceeds from the play went to 
Sally Duigan’s Health Projects in 
South Africa. J

Last week in Adelaide the Mandela Youth Group staged a satirical 
theatre piece that raised an uncomfortable issue for all age groups 
in society. The Battle of Boxville follows the exploits of a group of 
youth that takes to smashing televisions in the regional town of 
Boxville – hometown of world-renowned media magnate Rupert 
Wolf – to break the grip that TV has on the thinking and lifestyles 
of its people.

A song from Battle of Boxville
Television, the drug of the nation
Feeding ignorance and breathing
Radiation! … TV what is it for?
Reflect us? Direct us? Or does
It do more? In front of the TV
We think that we participate –
In warfare from the armchair – we never
Need communicate … Distraction,
Inaction, patriotic cheers. Lie upon Lie.
Fear upon fear.

The Australian Army training for desert war
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The aim was to establish links 
with this fledgling movement 
to prepare for future solidarity 
– something that is essential if its 
early gains are to be built upon.

Twelve meetings and trips were 
crammed into a two-and-a-half 
day stay with our host the Iraqi 
Federation of Trade Unions (IFTU), 
with some of the visits helping to 
provide a glimpse of the trade union 
movement as it stands in Iraq today.

A trip to a bicycle factory 30 km 
south of the city centre provided 
our first taste of life for workers 
after Saddam. It had formerly been 
managed by the Iraqi dictator’s 
cousin.

With the expulsion of the 
Ba’athist management came a 
change of union. The “yellow 
union” of Saddam’s was replaced by 
a genuine democratic organisation, 
which now has 440 members on 
the site.

The first dispute of the new 
era came on September 7, over the 
discrepancy between the wages 
of state-employed and privately 
employed workers at the plant.

In the light of inflation, workers 
on state wages had received some 
increases, while workers on the 
private-rate salaries had been left 
behind.

Worker Najim Abu Dahm 
explained to us how the newly 
elected trade union committee had 
negotiated with management and 
then called strike action to back up 
their claims.

Workers in the factory unan-
imously supported the strike and 
seven other unions took part in 
solidarity visits.

The union won a 350 percent 
wage increase – still pitifully low, 
but a great victory for workers and 
democracy.

Railway workers
However, a visit to a railway 

depot showed the other side of the 
invasion and occupation.

“After April 9, we’re starting 
from zero. Many railway workers 
have returned from exile to build 
the railway again. They are the 
real heroes”, admitted the works 
manager.

During the height of the US and 
British bombing, some train drivers 
stayed bravely in the sheds with 
their engines to fight fires.

The 300 train drivers and 200 
mechanics in the Baghdad central 

workshops have formed a new 
trade union committee and elected 
representatives for the first time in 
decades.

At a recent mass meeting of 
600 rail workers in Baghdad, the 
US occupation civil authority was 
confronted angrily by the newly 
elected rail union officials, who 
found the US administrators in 
discussions with representatives of 
Saddam’s “yellow union”.

Despite being threatened with 
guns by the US military, the rail 
union representatives stood their 
ground and saw off the former 
Ba’athist goons.

These new unions face 
enormous difficulties. They have 
scarcely any money or resources 
and the terrible condition of the rail 
system in Iraq and the continuing 
acts of sabotage against the rail 
network mean that train drivers 
leaving Baghdad for Basra on the 
daily service have no signalling 
system at all and rely on two-way 
radios to regulate traffic.

Bombs and pistol attacks are 
a daily occurrence and the US 
occupation authorities are incapable 
of securing the line.

US multinational Bechtel has 
been put in charge of managing the 
Iraqi railway sector and is in the 
process of privatising the industry 
through a series of subcontracts to 
British and US firms.

Rail workers’ union committee 
president Reesa Salman said: 
“The Iraqi railway has a wealth 
of technical talent and skilled 
labour that can rebuild our industry 
– these are the people you can see 
here today. We don’t need to be 
controlled by a foreign company”.

But the reconstruction program 
of Paul Bremer’s administration, far 
from assisting the rail industry, has 
hindered it.

Contracts with China and 
Russia have been cancelled and 
no contracts have been signed to 
replace them.

An example of the kind of 
contracts that are being offered is 
a bridge reconstruction, where an 
Iraqi contractor estimated the cost 
at US$300,000 and a US company 
quoted US$30 million. The US 
company won the contract.

Oil workers
We next arrived unannounced 

at the Al Dawrah oil refinery, 

accompanied by the IFTU general 
secretary.

Security is high there, with 
refinery security overseen by US 
soldiers, who remained holed up in 
their bunker.

Within 20 minutes of our arrival, 
all but one of the union’s committee 
had assembled to greet us.

They described how the old 
Saddam union was swept aside and 
their new democratic union was 
formed.

A mass meeting of some 2000 
workers, out of a workforce of 
3150, approved the formation of the 
committee and elections followed 
for the formation of eight branches 
with 38 branch officials.

The newly elected President 
of the union explained to us the 
issues that they face, the main one 
being the wage differences, with 
pay ranging from US$60-US$120 
(A$83-$166) a month.

The previous day, the union 
held a demonstration on the site to 
call for higher salaries for the office 
staff. The blue-collar workers joined 
the demonstration in solidarity.

The result was a meeting with 
the Minister for Oil to resolve the 
dispute within 24 hours of the 
protest.

We asked if they would consider 
industrial action to win higher 
wages. Although the workers 
answered that they would, there was 
a healthy debate between those who 
fear the cost to the Iraqi people of 
stopping production and those who 
see strike action as the way to win.

The trade union committee 
phoned the Director’s office 
to arrange a meeting with our 
delegation and, within 10 minutes, 
we were talking to the Director.

We asked him whether the 
minister for Oil would be able to 
settle the dispute over wages or 
the union would have to take their 
dispute to Paul Bremer’s provisional 
authority.

While the Director was wary 
of predicting the Oil Ministry’s 
response, he illustrated his view by 
saying: “I will give you an example. 
The Governing Council unanimously 
rejected the proposal for Turkish 
troops to enter Iraq. But Paul Bremer 
said yes to Turkish troops”.

At the end of the meeting, 
we had a chance to meet the 
refinery workers, including the 
plant’s firefighters. These workers, 
unlike Iraq’s civil service, are not 
connected to the police.

Their equipment was even more 
inadequate. Many workers had 
suffered injuries and had had no 
compensation or support.

There are no pensions, no safety 
precautions and crushingly low 
wages.

Education
Education is another victim 

of the occupation. A visit to 
Mustansiriya University – which 
has been a centre of learning since 
medieval times – showed that it is 
operational, but only just.

We had a long conversation 
with the temporary Dean – the old 
Dean was a Ba’athist and a new one 
had not yet been appointed.

The college resources are 
pitifully inadequate. There are few 
working computers, many of the 
classrooms have no furniture and 
there are few books.

The college bus service, which 
was relied upon by poor students, 
has ceased to exist and many of the 
buses have been burned or stolen by 
looters.

Student accommodation, which 
is needed by students living outside 
Baghdad, has been occupied by US 
soldiers.

The Dean has written to the 
US administration about all these 
problems, but he has yet to receive 
any reply.

Some female students 
approached us as we are leaving. 
They say that they don’t feel safe on 
the campus – it is too big and there 
are not enough guards.

This visit was particularly 
poignant for Muhsen, our friend and 
guide.

He was a student union activist 
on this campus 26 years ago when 
he was kidnapped and tortured by 
Ba’athists.

We were warmly welcomed into 
the building, which was one of the 
sites where genuine trade unionists 
were tortured by the Ba’athists. It 
seems fitting that it is now used by 

the IFTU as a base to build new 
independent unions.

Union funds frozen
The conditions that these 

activists are working under are 
harsh – the building is still damaged, 
there are very few facilities and the 
financial situation is bleak, with 
union funds frozen by Bremer.

But the IFTU has the backing 
of organisations including the Iraqi 
Communist Party, the Arab Social 
Movement, Iraqi National Accord 
and democratic and independent 
individuals.

We were told that it has excluded 
“Ba’ath Party senior officials and 
those tainted by violence, criminals, 
thieves and saboteurs”.

While the founding meeting 
of the free trade union federation 
was able to agree on its opposition 
to war and occupation, there were 
diverging views on the relationship 
that should be taken with the 
Governing Council.

There was unity on demands 
for trade union rights, the right 
to assembly and the right to 
demonstrate, but differences on 
whether these should be demanded 
in a new constitution, which, some 
people argued, could be seen as 
legitimising the occupation.

May Day
There is still a mountain to 

climb and, while May Day is a 
traditional day for worldwide 
solidarity, next May will have a 
particular poignancy for Iraq’s trade 
unionists.

Before Saddam, Iraq’s labour 
movement had been able to 
assemble a million people on the 
streets of Baghdad for May Day.

But May was distorted under the 
dictator, said IFTU member Rasim 
Alwadi.

“We have started the process 
of building for May Day. Before, it 
was a nationalist day – now, after 
the fall of the regime, we have 
started to build this celebration. It is 
part of international Arab and Iraqi 
tradition”.
Acknowledgement to
Morning Star, (11/11/03) J

MAGAZINE

For the last 26 years, Abdullah Muhsen, a member of the 
Workers Democratic Trade Union Movement of Iraq, has 
been living in exile. With the fall of Saddam’s regime and 
the collapse of the Ba’athist “yellow unions”, he has been 
busy building solidarity for the new democratic trade 
union movement in Iraq.
Last month, with the help of the Stop the War coalition, a 
group of British trade unionists made the trip to Baghdad 
and joined Muhsen to see first hand the struggle facing 
the trade union movement there.
Dave Barnes reported back from Iraq after taking part 
in a delegation in solidarity with the country’s fledgling 
unions. He writes:

Free Iraqi trade unions arise

The US occupation forces have been confronted by angry unionists

US transnational Betchel has been
put in charge of managing the Iraqi rail sector

Plea for assistance
The Iraqi Federation of Trade Unions is appealing for:

• Recognition and support from trade unions in
other countries;

• Development of links between their democratic trade 
unions and those of other countries;

• Financial assistance;
• Practical training in trade union skills both for 

negotiation and for the building of union structures.
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The Nazi who refused to die
by Sudhanva Deshpande

When one thinks of the 
propaganda machinery of the Third 
Reich, one thinks automatically of 
the stunning spectacle of thousands 
marching in perfect unison at 
Nuremberg under the gigantic 
swastikas, and the image of the 
Fuhrer rising majestically over the 
crowds of delirious followers. This 
image achieved its most perfect 
expression in the films Triumph des 
Willens (Triumph of the Will) and 
Olympi (on the 1936 Olympics) by 
Leni Riefenstahl.

In 1933, Eugen Hadamovsky 
wrote: “All the power one has, 
even more than one has, must 
be demonstrated. One hundred 
speeches, five hundred newspaper 
articles, radio talks, films, and 
plays are unable to produce the 
same effect as a procession of 
gigantic masses of people taking 
place with discipline and active 
participation.” Hadamovsky, 
unsurprisingly, went on to become 
the National Broadcasting Director 
of the Third Reich.

The power of the regime was 
in demonstration of it, and people 
like Leni Riefenstahl demonstrated 
it better than anyone.

“Triumph of the Will” is 
ostensibly a documentary, but as 
is by now well known, it freely 
changes the sequence of events, 
juxtaposes discrete shots as if 
they happened simultaneously 
and in the same locale, and, most 
importantly, many of the sequences 
are not spontaneous, but carefully 
orchestrated and rehearsed. Indeed, 
Leni Riefenstahl herself wrote 
how “the preparations for the 
Party Convention were made in 
connection with the preparations 
for the camera work”.

The apparatus of filming that 
Riefenstahl conducted was, in 
that pre-computer and mobile 
phone era, awesome. She used 
thirty cameras, sixteen principal 
cameramen with an assistant each, 
four complete sound recording 
tracks, 120 assistants, and several 
hundred thousand feet of raw stock. 
All this was used to craft a film that 
starred one superstar and half a 
million extras.

Adulation
The superstar himself, every 

bit a demagogue, thrived on the 
adulation of gigantic crowds. 
Riefenstahl filmed him alone, in 
solitary splendour, often from 
below, so that he loomed over the 
frame, with the sky and the clouds 
forming a grand backdrop. The 
crowds, on the other hand, were 
usually filmed in multitudes; even 
when individual faces were shot, the 
impression created was that of mass 
frenzy or mass discipline.

The collective will was 
expressed through the iron will of 
one man, the destiny of a people 
and a nation was actualised through 
the triumph of his will. Every 
participant in these spectacles 
was expected to turn, as Goebbels 
famously put it, “from a little worm 
into part of a large dragon”.

In that moment of sheer 
performance, when all those 
involved are ensconced in the 
circle of magic, everything else 
is forgotten – the terror of the 
Gestapo, the concentration camps, 
the extermination of six million 
Jews, the killing of Communists, the 
persecution of gypsies, all that melts 
away into nothingness and the only 
reality remains the fiction of the 
“pure” Aryan-German race and its 
divine right to rule the world via the 
“thousand year Reich”.

Neoliberal philosophers of post-
Communist times would do well to 
remember that the End of History 
idea has some rather unsavoury 
antecedents.

Fiction
No actor, however, ever fully 

believes in the fiction he or she 
performs, and I sometimes wonder 
how it is with men like Adolph 
Hitler.

Nietzsche, in his 1878 text 
Human, All Too Human wrote: 
“Even when in deepest distress, 
the actor ultimately cannot cease to 
think of the impression he and the 
whole scenic effect is making … If 
someone obstinately and for a long 
time wants to APPEAR something 
it is in the end hard for him to BE 
anything else …”.

Great deceivers
With all the great deceivers 

there is a noteworthy occurrence 
to which they owe their power. In 
the actual act of deception, with 
all its preparations, its enthralling 
voice and gesture, in the midst of 
the scenery designed to give effect, 
they are overcome by BELIEF IN 
THEMSELVES. It is this which 
then speaks so miraculously 
and compellingly to those who 
surround them.

“The founders of religion are 
distinguished from these great 
deceivers by the fact that they 
never emerge from this state of 
self-deception: or very rarely 
experience for once that moment of 
clarity when doubt overcomes them 
… Self-deception has to exist if a 
grand EFFECT is to be produced. 
For men to believe in the truth 
of that which is plainly strongly 
believed.” (Emphases in original).

Nietzsche, then, tells us two 
things. One, that “founders of 
religions” are more than “great 
deceivers”. While the latter have 
moments of self-doubt, the former 
never ever emerge from the state 
of self-deception. Two, for “belief 
in themselves” to become possible, 
a great deal of preparation is 
required, including “the scenery 
designed to give it effect”. The 
scenery, then, is as much for 
the actor himself as it is for the 
spectator.

One such master of creating 
scenery was the architect Albert 
Speer, who constructed a “cathedral 
of light” for the 1936 Nuremberg 
rally by aiming 130 aircraft lights 
vertically upwards into the night 
sky.

In his own words: “The actual 
effect far surpassed anything I 
imagined. The hundred and thirty 
sharply defined beams, placed 
around the field at intervals of 
forty feet, were visible to a height 
of twenty to twenty-five thousand 
feet, after which they merged into a 
general glow.

“The feeling was of a vast 
room, with the beams serving as 
mighty pillars of infinitely high 
outer walls. Now and then the 
clouds move through this wreath 
of lights, bringing an element of 
surprise to the image. I imagine 
that this ‘cathedral of light’ was the 

first luminescent architecture of this 
type, and for me it remains not only 
my most beautiful architectural 
concept but, after its fashion, 
the only one which survived the 
passage of time.”

Hypnotising craft
Leni Riefenstahl was the other 

such master. Her films will also, 
whether we like it not, survive the 
passage of time for their stunning 
power and hypnotising craft.

Her life, though, poses some 
uncomfortable questions. The Nazi 
regime was intensely patriarchal, 
and believed that the role of women 
was to be good healthy mothers 
producing strong Aryan male 
children.

Leni Riefenstahl was one of 
the handful of women who won for 
themselves high praise in the public 
sphere, excelling in a medium that 
was then almost exclusively male 
dominated. Does that make her 
something of a feminist, or was she 
a mere instrument of patriarchal 
domination? How do we look at 
the triumph of her will in the face 
of the undoubted male domination 
she faced?

Speer, who later became director 
of war industries in the 1940’s, 
was convicted of war crimes and 
served 20 years. Leni Riefenstahl 

was arrested more than once as the 
war wound down, but eventually 
not convicted. She always claimed 
she was just being a professional 
carrying out her duties. Is she 
Mephistopheles, out to buy our soul, 
or is she Faust, having sold hers?

Complicit
How complicit do we believe 

people like her to be in the crimes 
committed by regimes they served, 
and served so outstandingly? Is 
the act of creating consent for a 
genocidal regime any less criminal 
than carrying out other duties of 
state?

Leni Riefenstahl pioneered the 
technique of filming charismatic 
leaders, frenzied crowds, symbols 
and icons of empire, marching 
soldiers, and powerful athletes. 
Each and every one of her 
techniques, made more seductive 
still by modern technology, enters 
our drawing rooms on a daily basis 
today. We only have to open our 
eyes to the incessant spell that the 
advertisers of global brands and 
propagandists of modern empires 
cast on us to see that the legacy of 
Leni Riefenstahl is far from dead, 
even though she finally is.
People’s Democracy
newspaper of the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) J

Leni Riefenstahl, poster-girl of the Third Reich, is dead. 
Some would say about time too. She was 101.

Riefenstahl promoted the fiction of the “pure” Aryan-German race

Ergonomics – an issue whose time is coming

by Phil E Benjamin

Washington State was to start 
enforcing it at large companies last 
July. The rules required employers 
to identify all jobs that pose 
ergonomic hazards and then to 
take all possible steps to reduce or 
eliminate those hazards.

Every year in Washington, more 
than 50,000 people suffer work-
related musculoskeletal injuries such 
as carpal-tunnel syndrome, shoulder 
tendonitis and back strain, according 
to state records. Such injuries 
account for an estimated 40 percent 
of all workers’ compensation costs.

In response to howls of protest 
from businesses, however, Governor 
Gary Locke ordered a two-year 
delay in the implementation of the 
new rule. That meant the inspections 
and enforcement for large companies 
were not to begin until July 2005, 
and most small employers had until 
2008 to comply.

Faking the issues
Locke’s action didn’t satisfy the 

State’s employers; it emboldened 
them. They put a well-financed 
referendum on the 2003 ballot 

to kill the new safety and health 
regulation. Stooping to a new 
low, they named the anti-worker 
proposition “Workers Against Job-
Killing Rules”.

Corporate interests pulled out 
all stops to pass I-841, employing 
high-powered “Madison Avenue” 
advertisers to play on the weak 
economy of the region. Business 

leaders said the ergonomics rule 
would cost them more than $725 
million(A$1 billion) a year.

The out-financed labour and 
people’s movement was unable to 
show the full impact of doing away 
with the ergonomic legislation, and 
the proposition passed with 53 to 47 
percent.

Oddly, while corporate America 
has been fighting on every level to 
kill ergonomics regulations, the US 
Navy has been doing the opposite, 
adopting virtually the same 
ergonomic rule that was passed by 
the Washington Legislature.

Rick Williams, president of the 
Bremerton Metal Trades Council 
said, “They know that avoiding 

preventable injuries saves money 
and improves mission readiness. 
It’s really just common sense and it 
absolutely works”.

The message from Washington 
State is clear, and it’s one more big 
reason to defeat Bush in 2004. An 
over-the-top section of I-841 states 
that even if the federal government 
enacts a strong ergonomic rule, it 
cannot be enforced in Washington!

That is how frightened corporate 
interests are of this regulation. 
So, let’s dump Bush, enact a new 
ergonomic rule, and challenge 
this anti-worker proposition in 
Washington State. 
People’s Weekly World, paper of 
Communist Party USA. J

The fight for ergonomic protection for workers in Washington State experienced a 
tragic setback when anti-labour, anti-worker Proposition I- 841 passed in this month’s 
elections. The State had been leading the nation in attempting to protect its workers 
from the ravages of repetitive motion disease since 2000. Tough ergonomic standards 
had been promulgated in response to the demands of workers and unions during the 
Clinton administration, but. the very first action of the Bush administration upon taking 
office was to repeal the legislation.

Stooping to a new low, they named the anti-worker 
proposition “Workers Against Job-Killing Rules”.
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After a few rounds of 
negotiations, the talks got stalled in 
April 2003 when the LTTE refused 
to carry on, accusing the Sri Lankan 
government of violating some of 
the agreements. The Norwegian 
mediators backed by the United 
States and other European countries 
worked to revive the stalled talks. 
As a result, the LTTE submitted 
proposals for an “Interim Self-
Governing Authority” for the 
north-eastern region.

It is this proposal that has 
precipitated the confrontation 
between the President, Chandrika 
Kumaratunga, and the Prime 
Minister, Wickremesinghe.

Separate state
The LTTE proposal is nothing 

but the prelude to the setting up a 
separate state of Eelam. A study 
of the document shows that the 
powers demanded for the authority 
go outside the framework of the Sri 
Lankan state.

The LTTE wants an absolute 
majority in the authority with some 
Muslim and Sinhala participation. 
It wants the appointment of an 

independent election commission 
to conduct elections. The Self 
Governing Authority would have 
the powers to raise taxes, maintain 
law and order and establish its own 
legal system.

The document says “separate 
institutions for the administration 
of justice shall be established for the 
north-east and judicial powers shall 
be vested for such institutions”.

The document states the 
authority should have control over 
the marine and offshore resources 
of the adjacent seas and the 
power to regulate them. This can 
be undertaken only with a naval 
force.

The LTTE’s proposals negate 
a federal structure with substantial 
regional autonomy. It is a blueprint 
for a separate state.

It is understandable that such 
a proposal would alarm those who 
are committed to Sri Lanka being a 
united entity.

President Kumaratunga has 
been voicing her concern throughout 
the negotiations at the manner in 
which the LTTE is being allowed 
to consolidate its position in the 
north-east without decommissioning 

its armed forces. She had seriously 
objected to the Norwegian proposal 
to allow the LTTE certain naval 
facilities. Recently she called for the 
removal of the Norwegian mediator 
in the negotiations.

The Wickremesinghe Govern-
ment reacted cautiously to the 
LTTE proposals stating they can 
be the basis for further talks while 
commenting that the proposal 
went beyond the proposals of the 
government.

President Kumaratunga, on 
her part, has strongly opposed the 
interim authority proposal, rejecting 
it as inimical to the unity and 
integrity of Sri Lanka.

The United States has 
announced that it supports the prime 
minister in the name of backing 
the peace process. In the recent 
period, especially after September 
11, the United States has shown 
keen interest in intervening in the 
Sri Lankan situation and the ethnic 
conflict.

The doctrine expounded by the 
United States and certain European 
countries that state sovereignty 
should be subordinated to 
problems of human rights and 
the solution of ethnic conflicts is 
also at work in aggravating the 
complicated nationality problem 
in Sri Lanka.

While the stand taken by 
Sinhala chauvinists of denying 
any autonomy based on a federal 
structure and the separatist stand 
of the LTTE have to be rejected the 
genuine rights of the Tamil people 
have to be respected. The Left and 
democratic forces, however, must 
recognise the perils of breaking up 
a country like Sri Lanka.

Sri Lankan unity
The solution has to be found by 

institutionalising regional autonomy 
within the framework of Sri Lankan 
unity.

The LTTE is now dominant in 

the Tamil areas. It has eliminated 
other political forces and intimidated 
those who remain, into submission. 
The quest for a separate Tamil 
Eelam has not given the Tamils 
justice or equal rights. It has brought 
great suffering and disruption in the 
lives of ordinary people.

For the last one and a half 
years, the cessation of hostilities 
has brought relief to the people, 
both Tamil and Sinhala, who have 
lost 64,000 lives in the civil war. 
The desire for peace is strong and 
neither the president nor the prime 
minister can ignore this reality.

There is no escape for both 
Kumaratunga and Wickremesinghe 
who have reiterated that the peace 
process should go on. Either they 
strive for a common front to conduct 
the negotiations, or early elections 
will have to be held for parliament 
to get a fresh mandate.
Based on an article by
Prakash Karat and published by 
Ganashakti Newspaper, India J

INTERNATIONAL

Issues at stake in Sri Lankan crisis
Twenty months ago, with Norwegian mediation, a ceasefire was 
declared putting an end to the fighting between the Sri Lankan 
armed forces and the LTTE [Tamil Tigers as they are commonly 
known - Guardian]. Talks began to resolve the longstanding and 
chronic problem of how to accommodate the Tamil minority 
aspirations within the framework of Sri Lanka.

by Bob Briton
The Bush Administration has 

bullied this legislation through 
Congress as part of his commitment 
to the HMOs (the organisations 
that co-ordinate corporate medicine 
in the US) and the drug companies 
in the lead-up to the Presidential 
elections in 2004. It also fits 
nicely into the plans of former 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich, 
who would “let Medicare wither 
on the vine”. The parallels with 
the Howard Government and its 
support for private medicine are all 
too plain.

The Bush-Cheney 2004 
campaign will be deeply indebted to 
corporate medicine. One example of 
the sort of figure behind it is Hank 
McKinnel, chairman and CEO of 
the Pfizer drug transnational. He 
has pledged to raise US$200,000 for 
the campaign. Another is Charles 
Kahn, president of the Federation of 

American Hospitals and a “Pioneer” 
for the re-election push who has 
pledged US$100,000.

The latest legislation ends 
the universality of Medicare drug 
benefits for senior citizens by 
introducing a means test for access. 
Other seniors will be pushed into 
the clutches of private health care 
by the fact that the Government 
will now subsidise HMOs to the 
tune of US$1900 more per person 
than a regular Medicare beneficiary. 
“That’s not competition, that’s 
corporate welfare”, Senator Tom 
Harkin (D-Iowa) said during the 
debate.

(This approach is similar to 
the Howard Government’s 30 
percent rebate and other handouts 
subsidising the private health 
insurance industry.)

Drug prices for this section 
of the US population are set to 
skyrocket. Medicare will now be 

prevented from negotiating lower 
prices from drug manufacturers for 
drugs on behalf of recipients. It will 
not be allowed to reimport drugs 
from Canada where its government 
still negotiates prices a third or half 
the price paid in the United States.

Eligible seniors will now 
have to pay US$810 in a year for 
medicines before getting any benefit 
from Medicare. The assistance stops 
when the bills reach the US$2250 
and resumes again when they top 
US$3600 for the year. There is now 
a “doughnut” shaped hole in the 
Medicare safety net.

The American Association of 
Retired Persons has endorsed the 
Bill. However, this organisation 
is not your usual lobby group. 
It derives 60 percent of its huge 
revenues from insurance related 
ventures and stands to gain tens of 
millions of dollars each year from 
the Republican Medicare Bill.

Democrat plans to filibuster 
the Bill came undone when 22 
Democrat Senators joined the 47 
Republicans to vote that the motion 
be put. However, they did manage 
to block an energy bill with US$110 
billion worth of handouts to Bush’s 
oil and gas backers. J

US Medicare changes
– “future news” for Australia?
The Republican-controlled House and Senate of the US Congress 
have narrowly approved plans that will rob millions of senior 
citizens of their access to affordable medicines through the US’s 
Medicare system. The system – which shares some features with 
Australia’s Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme – will now be means 
tested for seniors, forcing many into the arms of privatised care 
through Health Maintenance Organisations (HMOs).

Victory for science

by Jeremy Ryan
Opponents of the textbooks 

argued that they contained “factual 
errors”. In public testimony 
representatives of the Seattle-based 
Discovery Institute, a think tank 
that contends that evolution should 
be taught as hypothesis rather than 
as fact, testified that the texts gave 
too much credence to evolution and 
ignored other theories of creation.

But scientists, teachers, and 
members of the clergy spoke in 
favour of the texts. Several ministers 
signed a letter to the board opposing 
“attempts to dilute or censor the 
teaching of evolution in biology 
textbooks”.

A spokesman for the signatories, 
Steve Lucas, minister of the 
Highland Park Baptist Church in 
Austin, told the Houston Chronicle 
that “too often in the past … a 
few strident voices of extremism 
have been allowed to determine 
the discussion around biology 
textbooks”.

The board, dominated by 
conservative Republicans, found it 
difficult to ignore Lucas and its own 
review committee, which found that 
there were no scientific weaknesses 
with any of the texts. However, the 
board did require publishers to make 

minor changes to the text in order to 
mollify opponents of the books.

The decision will affect 
scientific education in numerous 
states beyond Texas. California, 
Florida and Texas spend about 
US$1.2 billion a year on textbooks, 
or about 30 percent of the national 
market. As a result, publishers go to 
great lengths to sell their books in 
these states. Texts “edited” in Texas 
often end up in classes throughout 
the nation.

Unfortunately, right-wingers 
and their corporate allies have not 
only been able to edit texts, they 
have actually been able to ban at 
least one book. The board in 2001 
refused to approve Environmental 
Science: Creating a Sustainable 
Future, by Daniel D Chiras. His 
book was in its sixth edition, well 
respected, and used in high schools 
and colleges throughout the US.

But the board branded the book 
“factually inaccurate” and banned it 
because the book asserts that there 
is a scientific consensus that global 
warming is taking place.

Chiras’s has filed suit in the 
Federal Court challenging the 
board’s decision. 
People’s Weekly World 
(abridged) J

Right-wing radicals recently suffered a setback in Texas when the 
State Board of Education refused to ban 11 biology textbooks that 
presented evolution as scientific fact instead of a hypothesis. The 
ultra-conservatives mounted a campaign to prevent the board from 
accepting nine of the texts for use in the state’s public schools 
because they contended that the way that the texts presented 
evolution was inaccurate.

Voicing concern – President Kumaratunga (right) with Prime Minister Wickremesinghe

The future is socialism
Fight for a world of peace and justice?

You need...
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From being one of the richest 
and most well-off republics in the 
former Soviet Union, Georgia has 
become an economic basket-case 
with all the social maladies that 
come with grinding poverty and 
the division of the population into 
a small clique of super rich and the 
rest.

Eduard Shevardnadze was one 
of the “perestroika trio” – together 
with Gorbachev and Yakovlev who 
betrayed the Soviet Union and 
participated in its breakup.

As the former USSR Foreign 
Minister, Shevardnadze not only 
betrayed the Soviet Union, but the 
other East European socialist states 
as well. 

Shevardnadze claimed that 
his greatest achievement was 
the destruction of the German 
Democratic Republic.

The Gorbachev-Shevardnadze 
policies led to the dismantling of 
nuclear non-proliferation treaties, 
the Warsaw Pact, and virulent 
campaigns against socialist ideas 
and communist parties in which 
they joined.

Treason
Their class collaboration and 

treason has brought untold suffering 
to millions of people – including 
those in Georgia. The breakup of 
the Soviet Union opened the door to 
the savage attack by capitalism and 
imperialism on the rights and lives 
of the working people around the 
world that is now going on.

Once again it’s oil
Writing in Globe and Mail 

(November 24, 2003) Mark 
MacKinnon points out: “The roots 
of Mr Shevardnadze’s downfall go 
much further back than Georgia’s 
parliamentary election … which 
even his chief-of-staff has now 
acknowledged were rigged. They 
lie to the east, in the oil under the 
Caspian Sea, one of the world’s 

few great remaining, relatively 
unexploited, sources of oil.

“Since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Moscow and Washington 
have been jockeying to control the 
route that will eventually take these 
enormous resources more rapidly 
to market in the West. Georgia 
and neighbouring Azerbaijan, 
which borders the Caspian, quickly 
came to be seen not just as newly 
independent countries, but as part of 
an ‘energy corridor’.

“The old, Soviet-era pipe-line 
runs from the Azerbaijani capital 
Baku north into Russian territory, 
then west to the Black Sea port of 
Novorosisk, in the process running 
through the troubled separatist 
region of Chechnya.

“Anxious to build a more 
secure route, Western investors 
built a second line in 1998 from 
Baku to the Georgian port city 
of Supsa. Plans were laid for an 
even larger pipeline that would run 
through Georgia to Turkey and the 
Mediterranean.

“When these plans were made, 
Mr Shevardnadze was seen as an 
asset by both Western investors and 
the US government.

“His reputation as the man 
who helped end the Cold War gave 
investors a sense of confidence in 
the country, and his stated intention 
to move Georgia out of Russia’s 
orbit and into Western institutions 
such as the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) and the 
European Union played well at the 
US State Department.

“The United States quickly 
moved to embrace Georgia, opening 
a military base in the country two 
years ago to give Georgian soldiers 
‘anti-terrorist’ training. They were 
the first US troops to set up in a 
former Soviet republic.

Reversed
“But somewhere along the line, 

Mr Shevardnadze reversed course 
and decided to once more embrace 
Russia. This summer, Georgia 

signed a secret 25-year deal to make 
the Russian energy giant Gazprom 
its sole supplier of gas. Then it 
effectively sold the electricity grid 
to another Russian firm, cutting 
out AES, the company that the US 
administration had backed to win 
the deal. Mr Shevardnadze attacked 
AES as ‘liars and cheats’.

“Washington’s reaction was 
swift. Within weeks, US President 
George W.Bush sent senior advisor 
Stephen Mann to Tbilisi with a 
warning: ‘Georgia should not 
do anything that undercuts the 
powerful promise of an East-West 
energy corridor’, he said.

“After the energy deals with 
Russia went ahead anyway, Mr 
Mann was followed by former US 
secretary of state James Baker, 
ostensibly an old friend of Mr 
Shevardnadze, who warned the 
Georgian leader of the need for a 
free, fair parliamentary election on 
November 2.”

Manipulated
and misled

The so-called “velvet 
revolution” in Georgia (it’s even 
been called a “roses revolution”) 
was the response of the United 
States and its stooges in Georgia. It 
is not a genuine people’s revolution. 
“The people” have been manipulated 
and cruelly misled yet again.

While it is true that 
Shevardnadze’s time was up, he 
is being cast aside by the same 
international forces that fawned 
on him when he was helping to 
breakup the Soviet Union. He has 
been replaced by a new band of 
puppets as the people of Georgia 
will soon find out.

The leader of the “people’s 
power revolution”, Mikhail 
Saakashvili is a US-educated 
lawyer. He immediately declared 
for economic “reforms” and that he 
would remove the Russian base that 
continues to exist in Georgia.

The US State Department 
is joyous and rushed to express 
its support for the new interim 
government.

In a tragic coincidence for the 
Georgian people, the US man in 
Tbilisi, US ambassador Richard 
Miles is the same Mr Miles who 
was in Yugoslavia when Slobodan 
Milosevic was removed. Mr Miles 
made the rounds in Tbilisi and made 
it clear that Mr Shevardnadze had to 
go. So he went.

The winners are the US oil 
corporations and the US planners of 
their world domination. The losers 
are, once again, the Georgian people 
– even those who genuinely thought 
that they were demonstrating for 
“people’s power”. J

INTERNATIONAL

Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze resigned after three 
weeks of round-the-clock protests in the capital Tbilisi. The trigger 
for the protests was the unprecedented vote-rigging during the 
November 2 elections and the desperation of the population suffering 
unparalleled high unemployment, corruption and plummeting 
living standards.

Sinn Fein secured 24 percent of 
the vote and is predicted to win 26 
seats, a dramatic increase on its 18 
seats in the last Assembly.

At stake in the election were six 
assembly seats in each of Northern 
Ireland’s 18 electoral districts, or 
108 seats.

The election was carried out 
under a system of proportional 
representation combined with 
preferential voting.

David Trimble’s Ulster Unionist 
Party has secured 23 percent of the 
first preferences and should win 24 
seats.

Trailing in fourth place is the 
SDLP (Social Democratic and Labor 
Party), which won 17 percent of the 
vote but may win 21 or 22 seats.

Sinn Fein performed strongly in 
Belfast. Francie Brolly has gained 
a first seat for Sinn Fein in East 
Derry.

Republican News in reporting 
the election result says that the 
prospect of Ian Paisley being 
nominated as First Minister-elect 
and Sinn Fein’s Martin McGuinness 
as Deputy First Minister-elect in 
the new Executive will pose huge 
problems for the peace process. 
A DUP member declared that any 
DUP member engaging in talks with 
Sinn Fein would be expelled from 
the party.

The Assembly was suspended 
over a year ago and remains 
suspended over escalating 
unionist demands over IRA arms 
decommissioning. J

Polarisation in Northern Ireland poll
Sinn Fein is now the second largest party in the North of Ireland, 
behind Ian Paisley’s DUP (Democratic Unionist Party). With first 
counts completed in last week’s election, the DUP is on 26 percent 
and is tentatively predicted to win 31 seats in the next Assembly.

Demonstrating for “people’s power”

BULGARIA: Several thousand protesters marched through 
the centre of the Bulgarian capital Sofia in mid-November, 
demanding that the government either change its economic 
and social policy or step down. An angry crowd blocked the 
streets in front of the government headquarters, chanting 
“Resignation!” and “We want decent salaries!” The protest, 
which was led by the Confederation of Independent Unions 
and the Podkrepa trade union, took place three days after 
the government introduced its draft for next year’s budget 
in parliament. “In the last two years, salaries have been in-
creased by 3.5 percent, while, in the same period, electricity 
prices rose by 70 percent and the price for central heating by 
33 percent”, said union leader Zhelyazko Hristov. The protest-
ers had collected a bag full of coins which they intended to 
hand to Prime Minister Simeon Saxcoburggotski to pay for 
a one-way ticket to Madrid, where the Prime Minister, who 
is also the country’s former king, spent decades in exile.

GERMANY: German legislators approved the demolition of the 
German Democratic Republic’s former parliament. As well as 
the GDR parliament, the Palace of the Republic housed discos, 
restaurants and even a bowling alley that are fondly remem-
bered by east Berliners, some of whom wanted to preserve 
the building. MPs of the Party of Democratic Socialism (PDS) 
voted against the demolition. PDS MP Petra Pau denounced 
the decision as a “victory for ideologues”, arguing that the Pal-
ace of the Republic could have been at least partly preserved.

ROMANIA: Thousands of Romanian school teachers took 
to the streets to press demands for more education funding. 
More than 4000 primary and secondary school teachers from 
all over the country briefly blocked a main street in the capi-
tal Bucharest chanting “resignation”, in a message directed 
at the government, and demanding more money from next 
year’s budget. Education Ministry spokesman said that four 
percent of gross domestic product is being spent on education. 
Trade unions representing teachers demand seven percent.

INDIA: India has set up its first permanent overseas military 
base in Tajikistan to safeguard its strategic interests in Central 
Asia, Indian Defence Ministry officials said. Indian military en-
gineers have renovated a former Soviet military base at Ayni, 
six miles north-east of the Tajik capital Dushanbe. The base 
has been set up to ensure the security of India’s energy and 
strategic interests in the region, said the official without giv-
ing details. India is trying to pipe gas from central Asia and 
increase co-operation in the field of energy. The strategic 
importance of the base lies in the fact that it is in close prox-
imity to Pakistan. A Tajik Defence Ministry spokesman denied 
that there was an agreement to set up an Indian base in the 
country. He claimed that military co-operation between India 
and Tajikistan included only the exchange of information and 
that India was providing technical assistance and help to train 
the Tajik military. Is this yet another base that isn’t a base!

Global briefs

Behind the Georgian events

The losers are
the Georgian people,
even those who thought they were 
demonstrating for “people’s power”
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Trapped
with Zemanek
On my way home from a meeting 
of my Party Branch last week, 
I found myself trapped on a 
bus with the amplified voice of 
ranting right-wing radio jock 
Stan Zemanek.

by Rob Gowland

Track work necessitated a 
transfer to “a road bus service” (is 
there any other kind of bus service?) 
between the northern Sydney suburb 
of Hornsby and Gosford on the 
NSW Central Coast. At Gosford we 
would transfer back to a train for an 
all stations service to Newcastle.

In addition to the inconvenient 
double transfer, the use of buses 
would add considerably to the 
duration of the journey. But worst 
of all, I had forgotten about the 
NSW Government’s policy of using 
private tour coach operators to 
supplement the rail service.

I don’t know if each private tour 
coach company has a contract with a 
particular commercial radio station 
to always play that station on their 

bus when the passengers cannot 
escape the station’s commercials, or 
if they just leave the choice of radio 
station to the driver.

Whatever way they do it, 
the moment the bus starts, one 
commercial radio station or another 
blares out through the coach’s 
loudspeaker system. (It is always a 
commercial radio station, never the 
ABC or a tape.)

On public transport in NSW, 
it is illegal to play portable radios 
or cassette players, etc, aloud. You 
can use earphones, but not speakers. 
Private coach operators have no 
such concern for their passengers.

Being forced to listen to the 
inane chatter of DJs, interspersed 
with an endless array of pop songs 
and interrupted by advertisements 
delivered at top volume, with no 
chance of escape, is bad enough.

But on Wednesday of last week 
I had to listen to radio station 2UE 
and its odious talk-back host Stan 
Zemanek. All the way from Hornsby 
to Gosford, we endured a right-wing 
rant, a stupefying mix of idiocy and 
hate.

Zemanek opened his rant 
with rumour-mongering about 
possible leadership challenges 
within the ALP. Claiming to have a 
“source” within the ALP, Zemanek 
announced that a certain MP from 
Western Australia was a possible 
leadership contender who could 
oust Simon Crean.

But the only credentials his 
“source” could offer for the WA 
chap were that he “appeals to the 

ladies”. And according to Zemanek, 
at his most patronising, “you have 
to appeal to the ladies”.

Zemanek’s attitude to women 
is always patronising and sexist, as 
reactionary on this question as it is 
on every other.

Federal Labor MP from South 
Australia, Catherine King, who 
the day before had made the rather 
bold suggestion that the Eureka flag 
should fly from Parliament House 
in Canberra, was jeered at as that 
“loony Labor woman”.

As for flying the Eureka flag, 
Zemanek had never heard anything 
so inane: “It’s bad enough having 
the Aboriginal flag flying from the 
Sydney customs House” he said 
(twice).

The flag question of course 
was an opportunity for him to 
display some rampant patriotism. 
There were the usual chest beating 
references to retaining “our national 
flag beneath which Australians 
fought and died”.

Strange, I thought that’s exactly 
what happened beneath the Eureka 
flag.

Zemanek’s listeners are the sort 
of people you would expect to listen 
to him: sad, uninformed, united by 
their prejudices, for whom Zemanek 
is their main source of political 
opinion and the bolster of their 
angst-ridden hostility towards the 
rest of society and indeed, the rest 
of the world.

A man who rang in to “talk 
about the flag” agreed eagerly with 
Zemanek that “we are one nation” 

and “we have one flag”. And it’s 
a beautiful flag, said the caller, 
before reminding us (again) that 
“Australians fought and died under 
it”.

Objections to flying Aboriginal 
flags or flags from other countries 
(as flown by ethnic groups) then 
came out, with condescending lines 
about “any group can have a flag 
– garbos could have a flag – but 
there’s only one national flag”.

It was at this point that Zemanek 
again disparaged the Aboriginal 
flag, the display of which clearly 
rankles with him.

The irony is that, during 
the Second World War, when 

Australians were supposedly “dying 
for the flag” (rather than to save 
the people of this country from 
Japanese imperialism and German 
fascism), the most prevalent form 
of our “beautiful national flag” was 
not even the same colour as it is 
today. The Australian flag that I and 
all my mates grew up with was the 
red ensign, not the blue ensign that 
is flown today.

Not that such distinctions would 
worry Zemanek. He only raises 
these matters for the sake of pushing 
his listeners’ buttons and to promote 
his overall right-wing agenda.

But listening to him is a lousy 
way to spend a bus trip! J

The press handout for Schools 
Spectacular 2003 (ABC 7.30pm 
Sunday) could have been written 
by P T Barnum himself: “Over 
the past 19 years the Schools 
Spectacular has forged an 
unparalleled reputation as the 
biggest and most exciting variety 
show of its kind in the world.

“Featuring the outstanding 
talents of 3500 students from NSW 
public primary, central and high 
schools, the Schools Spectacular 
will transport viewers on a 
whirlwind of toe-tapping music and 
energetic dance, in a colourfully 
choreographed and costumed 
kaleidoscope on a breathtaking 
scale”.

In fact, it is pretty spectacular, 
with an 80-piece symphony 
orchestra, a 700-voice choir, a 20-
piece stage band, 1500 dancers and 
50 featured artists.

And the ABC’s handout does 
accurately sum up the event’s 
significance: “Once again the 
Schools Spectacular will showcase 
the remarkable results of the creative 
and performing arts opportunities 
available to every student taking 
advantage of a NSW public school 
education”.

Digging Up The Past: When 
the Romans Ruled Over 

Africa (SBS 8.30pm Sunday) deals 
with the desperate race to excavate 
the necropolis of Hammamet in 
Tunisia. Dating from the 2nd cen-
tury AD, it is the biggest Roman 
necropolis ever discovered in 
Africa.

The preservation of the site is 
unique as it was found that this part 

of the cemetery concealed almost 
2000 tombs and the objects they 
contain. It is an incredibly valuable 
time capsule showing the daily life 
of the people who lived in one of 
Rome’s African colonies almost 
2000 years ago.

So why is the archaeological 
team led by Aicha ben Abed and 
Marc Griesheimer so desperate? 
Because in a few months the site 
will be swallowed up – by the 
construction of a luxury hotel!

Well, you can’t expect historical 
sites to take precedence over 
property development, now, can 
you?

The ABC’s television presen-
tation of a stage production 

of Elena Kats-Chernin’s new ballet 
Wild Swans (ABC 9.00pm 
Sunday), with choreography by 
Meryl Tankard, works surprisingly 
well on screen.

This is partly due to the fact that 
the production utilises state-of-the-
art back projection of photographic 
and video “illuminations” by Regis 
Lansac that dancers perform in front 
of but also, most effectively, behind, 
casting giant shadows that interact 
with the dancers in the foreground.

The ballet is based on Hans 
Christian Andersen’s 1838 
fairytale The Wild Swans, and 
the presentation of the wicked 
stepmother by two dancers joined 
in the one costume as a sort of two-
headed monster or evil Siamese 
twins is an interesting and effective 
device.

On the other hand, much of 
Tankard’s choreography seemed 
to me to be athletic but graceless, 
sometimes mechanistic and 
occasionally ugly.

Written and presented 
by David Dimbleby, 

Mandela: the Living Legend (ABC 
8.30pm Mondays) is an unusual but 
oddly effective mixture of biography 
of Nelson Mandela, interview with 
Mandela, and portrait of Mandela’s 
busy schedule as head of the Nelson 
Mandela charitable foundation.

All three components are 
intercut relentlessly, along with the 
usual “talking heads” of friends, 

colleagues, staff, ex-girlfriends, 
etc. These include, right at the 
beginning, a moment to treasure: 
Bill Clinton saying in a big close-
up, “I admire his strength. As a 
progressive you’ve got to have 
strength”.

At first the program seems a bit 
of a mélange, but after a while the 
various elements begin to resonate 
with each other and provide added 
nuances and shades of meaning to 
the biographical story.

Part two will screen next week.

Has television journalist John 
Pilger become bigger than 

his subjects? To judge by the title of 
his latest production, he has.

Its simple title is Breaking the 
Silence, but that’s apparently not 
sexy enough for television, so the 
name of the superstar journalist 
has been added, and we now have 
Pilger: Breaking the Silence. In 
this sexier form it is screening in 
the Cutting Edge slot (SBS 8.30pm 
Tuesday).

Whatever its title, it’s typically 
forthright and outspoken. In it, 
Pilger investigates America’s 

“war on terror”, especially in 
Afghanistan, where the US has 
secured itself a military base and 
pipeline access, while the people are 
left to the warlords who are, says 
one woman, “in many ways worse 
than the Taliban”.

President Bush refers to the US 
attacks on Afghanistan and Iraq as 
two “great victories”, but Pilger asks 
the question: Victories over whom 
and for what purpose? He describes 
Afghanistan as a country “more 
devastated than anything I have 
seen since Pol Pot’s Cambodia”.

In Washington, Pilger interviews 
senior Bush officials and former 
intelligence officers, including a 
former senior CIA official who tells 
him that the whole issue of weapons 
of mass destruction was “95 percent 
charade”.

At Stewart’s Brook, once a 
little gold-mining settle-

ment in the upper Hunter, in NSW, 
my wife and I explored a narrow, 
low mine shaft that thrusts hori-
zontally into the embankment right 
beside the road. Long since worked 
out and abandoned, and quite short, 

it is now used only by occasional 
visitors like Pat and myself, and a 
small colony of glossy little bats, 
clinging to the roof.

At the other end of the scale, 
Pat and I stopped the car for fifteen 
minutes last summer to watch a 
stream of thousands of giant fruit 
bats (“flying foxes”) fly down 
the Dooralong Valley from their 
temporary rookery on a property in 
Jilliby, near Wyong.

Richard Morecroft also shares 
an interest in bats so he was 
presumably pleased to include 
Night Stalkers, from National 
Geographic, in his wildlife skein 
Richard Morecroft Goes Wild 
(ABC 6.30pm Saturdays).

The work of Richard and Carole 
Foster, Night Stalkers uses infra-red 
camera technology and fantastic 
slow motion techniques to capture 
the amazing lives of various types 
of bats found deep in the rainforests 
of Central America.

There are carnivorous bats, fruit 
bats, blood-sucking bats and even 
fishing bats – a genus of mammals 
that conquered the air. J

WORTH WATCHING

Culture
& Life

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS
public television

programs
Sun December 7 ~
~ Sat December 13

Unusual and oddly effective (Mandela: The Living Legend)
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Not outdated
First we must ask the question: 
Has Richard Titelius ever read 
any Marx or Lenin? Or if he has: 
Did he understand it?

One of the basic tenets of the 
ideology put forward by these two 
great thinkers is that socialism – 
Marxism – must be built according 
to the unique conditions that exist in 
each country.

Richard provides us with three 
examples of international parties 
who are doing exactly as Marx and 
Lenin advised!

In Venezuela Chavez and the 
Bolivarian movement must tackle 
the poverty crisis which grips the 
majority of the country’s people. It 
must do so under the threat of US-
sponsored coup d’etat or even an 
all-out US invasion.

In El Salvador the people have 
just emerged from decades of 
mass murder by a most brutal and 
reactionary regime. The primary 
function of the FMLN in such 
conditions would be to re-establish 
the most basic democratic freedoms 
and institutions.

In Cuba the people are building 
socialism whilst tackling a 40-year-
old international trade embargo that 
prevents them from importing many 
of the basic necessities of life, also 
under the threat of a US invasion.

Lenin never said “Establish a 
copy-cat Soviet Union in your own 
country”. In fact he consistently 
advised Communist Parties in other 
countries against doing that.

And so the Communist Party 
of Australia also follows Lenin’s 
advice in its 2001 Congress Political 
Resolution.

It came out of months of 
analysis by Party members and 
organisations all across the country, 
who each offered insight into their 
local conditions and the level of 
political consciousness of the 
Australian people.

That document, if Richard has 
read it, also looks at “the success 
of the movements for social and 
political change” overseas.

That document applies a 
Marxist-Leninist analysis and there 
is nothing outdated about it.

Julie Messenger
Sydney

The results
of privatisation
Last week I received a personal 
letter from the Deputy Prime 
Minister of Australia, Mr. 
Anderson. He was “most 
concerned” about a letter I had 
previously written which stated 
that the government had not been 
given any delegated authority by 
the people to sell their assets and 
that the best way to determine 
wether Telstra should be fully 
privatised or not was to ask the 
people at a referendum.

I can see no benefit to the people 
or the nation from the privatisation. 
It will see our country degenerate 
further into a form of feudalism not 
seen since the nineteenth century.

The existence of publicly-owned 
enterprises provides a stabilising 
influence in terms of costs to the 
consumers and generally sets the 
standards that those in the private 
sector have to meet. It protects 
the public against the excesses 
of unrestrained free enterprise, it 
balances public need against private 
greed, and it does this because its 
primary objectives are to provide 
services to the public, not to 
generate dividends for shareholders.

For many, the cost of insurance 
in Australia has skyrocketed. Many 
sporting events and public functions 
have had to be cancelled because 
the cost of insurance has become 
prohibitive.

What is the cause of this 
dramatic escalation in the cost of 
insurance?

Was it the failure of H.I.H., the 
demutualisation of the NRMA or 
was it the privatisation of the GIO 
(Governments Insurance Office of 
NSW)?

The GIO was created in the 
1920s by the Labor government 
of Jack Lang. At that time all 
the insurance companies were 
British owned and insurance was 
unaffordable. In one of his writings, 
Jack Lang states that even after 
undercutting the private insurers, it 
was amazing just how profitable the 
[GIO] business was.

So the people gained affordable 
insurance and a new public 
enterprise, but the anti-socialists 
who maintain that nothing should 

be publicly owned set about 
destroying it.

In 1933, during the darkest 
days of the Great Depression a 
conservative government in NSW 
attempted to sabotage the GIO. 
Government-printed letters were 
sent to all GIO customers stating 
that their insurance policies would 
not be renewed.

In fact, this action was only a 
scare tactic, because anybody who 
bought their policies into the Office 
had them renewed. However the 
damage was done and the GIO’s 
revenue and viability declined 
dramatically during this period.

When the McKell Labor 
Government came to power during 
WW2, they enacted legislation 
to make the GIO independent of 
Ministerial control. It functioned 
for the people right up to the 
1990s, when a conservative Labor 
Government led by Bob Carr sold it 
to private enterprise.

The mayhem that followed in the 
insurance industry is a direct result 
of privatisation. There was a similar 
effect when the Commonwealth 
Bank was privatised. When Telstra 
is fully privatised we should expect 
no less in the telecommunications 
industry. The poor standard of 
service we currently receive will 
actually get worse.

Gary Edwards
Gilgandra, NSW.

History repeats
As the Howard Government 
relentlessly promotes militarism, 
nationalism, xenophobia 

and their natural extension 
– warmongering, it is instructive 
to recall the roll of Indigenous 
Australians in the wars now being 
glorified. Many Indigenous men 
fought and died in both world 
wars.

They fought for a country that 
did not recognise their rights as 
citizens. Darren Godwell, writing 
in the Koori Mail (19/11/03) makes 
some very interesting points that I 
would like to recount here.

He reminds us that the refusal to 
recognise Indigenous Australians as 
citizens continued for more than 50 
years after World War 1; more than 
50 years after the creation of the 
Anzac legend that John Howard is 
so fond of conjuring up.

Furthermore, when these 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander soldiers came home from 
the terrible cauldron of conflict 
they were denied returned soldiers’ 
entitlements. Some were even 
denied membership of their local 
RSL branches.

These are issues that Mr 
Howard conveniently overlooks 
while intensifying his Government’s 
attack on Indigenous rights. In 
marking Remembrance Day on 
November 11, the day when conflict 
was officially declared to be over 
in World War 1, we should also 
remember that this war was fought 
between contending empires for 
imperialist gain.

As Mr Godwell so succinctly 
puts it, although Australia did not 
have a stake in the issues involved, 
our status as a British colony 
meant the powers in the ruling 
establishment were determined 
to commit us to the war: that if 
England was at war then Australia 
too was at war.

Australia had a colonial 
mindset, so we sent our youth to 
fight England’s war. Now, almost 
100 years later and we have a 
Government which has committed 
us to another imperialist war, 
nothing less than “endless war”.

This, in spite of millions of 
Australians taking to the streets 
to say “NO” to war. Furthermore, 
racism is still rampant, promoted 
by the federal government against 
Indigenous Australians and 
refugees.

Jo Dunleavy
Wodonga

Let’s hold
to Lenin’s path

Richard Titelius’ attention 
must be drawn to an example 
of a Communist Party that did 
exactly what Richard is exhorting 
the CPA to do.

In the late 1960s and on through 
the ’70s the old Communist Party of 
Australia abandoned Leninism. It 
believed that by doing so it would 
“arise from obscurity and capture 
the popular will of the people”.

It abandoned the workers’ 
struggle, and rewrote its ideology so 
as to appeal to more “fashionable” 
and “popular” movements of the 
time. The Party adopted New Left 
authors of the ilk Richard exhorts 
us to read to guide them in their 
struggle.

The Socialist Party (as the 
present CPA was initially called) 
was established by those brave 
people who went against this New 
Left trend and held true to Marxism-
Leninism and the class struggle.

Where did these diverging paths 
lead those parties?

The “old” Communist Party that 
adopted the trendy ideologies and 
policies did not last. It disintegrated 
as its members, without a solid 
underlying working-class ideology, 
splintered into special interest 
groups. It did not become “popular” 
and “fashionable” as its leaders 
supposed.

In the end it considered the 
whole concept of communism 
outdated, and abandoned the name 
“Communist” as an embarrassment. 
It disbanded altogether.

The Socialist Party, on the other 
hand, survived. It weathered the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union 
and East European socialism. In 
1996 it proudly adopted the name 
“Communist”.

Although small, the Party 
enjoys the respect and admiration 
among progressive forces for its 
hard work, and is widely recognised 
as a genuine, reliable and consistent 
workers’ party.

Let’s hold to the path of Lenin 
because it is the only demonstrated 
– and possible – way to bring about 
socialism.

 Andy Jackson
Sydney
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War and Revolution
Hear Leonel Vivas Ambassador of Venezuela

Speak on the revolutionary developments in Venezuela

Auburn Town Hall Queen Street, Auburn
Saturday 13 December 2 pm

Also two films: The revolution will not be televised
on Venezuela

War is so 20th Century
Sydney demonstrations against war in Iraq

Sponsored by the International Solidarity Committee, Simon Bolivar
and the Auburn Peace Committee group.

Contact Ed Mason 0414 761 618 or Manuel 0412 228 401
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Standing up for
Australian culture

by Rob Gowland
Not over the Federal 

Government’s lack of financial 
support for the production and 
distribution of Australian films 
and television programs, although 
that would have been a legitimate 
complaint, but over something even 
worse: the potential destruction 
of Australian film and television 
production altogether.

The cause of this angst is the 
proposed Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) between the US and 
Australia. Promoting the FTA 
was a major reason for George 
Bush’s recent visit to address our 
Parliament.

A Free Trade Agreement would 
give US businesses unfettered 
access to our market for their 
produce, their manufactured goods 
and their service industries (finance, 
legal, accounting, hospitality, travel 
and so forth).

Only goods or industries 
specifically excluded from the 
Agreement would be secure from 
unrestricted US competition. 
And this is what is worrying the 
Australian film and television 
industry.

To the capitalist class, including 
its government leaders like John 
Howard, film and television 
programs are not aspects of our 
culture, part of the constant process 
of defining our national identity, but 
essentially just more commodities.

With only one or two exceptions, 
the filmmakers, writers and actors 
honoured at the AFI Awards were 
united in their opposition to the 
FTA and what it could mean for the 
Australian people’s right to see and 
hear themselves on the screen.

It was a bold display of unity 
and determination.

AFI recipients
take stand

Two days later Gerard 
Henderson, from right-wing think-
tank the Sydney Institute, held up 
“the success of Rupert Murdoch at 
Fox studios” (which makes films 
for the American market) in The 
Sydney Morning Herald as evidence 
that there was no problem with the 
Australian film industry.

But as most of the contributions 
at the AFI Awards indicated, 
filmmaking is and should be part 
of our culture, Australian life and 
the Australian experience should be 
visible on our screens.

Globally, the myriad national 
cultures around the world are today 
under threat from the ruling class 
of the USA, which, as the leading 
imperialist power, unashamedly 
seeks to impose its will on every 
other country on Earth. One of its 
most potent weapons is to impose its 
own particular variety of bourgeois 
culture everywhere.

Hence the perception on the part 
of the speakers at the AFI Awards 
that Australian culture was under 
threat, and that the FTA provides the 
perfect tool to carry out the threat, is 
not an idle fear. It is a sober, realistic 
reading of the situation.

The AFI Awards were televised 
nationally, and the outspoken protest 
of the film community was front 
page news the following day. Within 
a few days of the Awards, the right-
wing responded with a co-ordinated 
attempt by heavyweight columnists 
to rubbish the filmmakers.

Gerard Henderson weighed 
in with a sneering critique of the 
filmmakers’ views, essentially 
supporting the notion that the only 
test of worth is whether something 
(in this case the Australian film) 
makes money.

Henderson put forward the 
absurd proposition that “the 
problem with the film industry 
turns on the inability to find, and 
tell, Australian stories”. This was 
based on a foolish remark by film 
director George Miller (Mad Max, 
Babe) made a few days prior to the 
AFI Awards in an interview with the 
Daily Telegraph to the effect that 
“we’ve just about covered most of 
our events” on film and TV.

Culture
as a commodity

Miller is one of those local 
filmmakers who accept the capitalist 
concept that films should not be 
subsidised, that they should recoup 
their costs and make a profit from 
sales alone. The result, since 
Australia is a small market, is that 
his films must be made with an eye 
to possible sales in the US.

Consequently, he has to seek 
out the big stories, or those with 
gimmicks, like Babe. And these do 
get used up (although they have by 
no means all been used up yet). In 
any case, there is always room for a 
new interpretation.

The problem with basing your 
film production on sales to the US is 
that the US makes plenty of films of 

its own. At the AFI Awards, Miller 
asked plaintively, “Why is it that 
we’re so good at exporting so much 
of our great talent, but so few of our 
stories and so little of our culture?”

Because, George, as I said 
earlier, the US industry heads aren’t 
interested in our culture; they want 
us to accept theirs.

Henderson indulged in the 
sophistry of arguing that “those 
who tell Australian stories in print, 
fiction and non-fiction authors alike, 
are not protected from overseas 
competition. No exception can be 
made for film”. The slight difference 
in costs between making a feature 
film and publishing a book seem to 
be of no concern to him!

I have devoted so much space to 
Henderson because he encapsulates 
the views of those who have no 
interest in the concept of depicting 
and protecting Australian culture on 
the screen. Henderson is concerned 
only with the financial success of 
those operating in the industry, 
never mind what they are making.

“Consider the success”, he says 
smugly, “of Rupert Murdoch at 
Fox Studios. Or such directors as 
Jane Campion, George Miller and 
Peter Weir. Or such actors as Cate 
Blanchett, Russell Crowe, Judy 
Davis, Rachel Griffiths, Nicole 
Kidman and Geoffrey Rush. Or the 
large number of first rate Australian 
technicians working in Hollywood”.

Precisely: working in Holly-
wood. Making American films, 
portraying American culture.

Large numbers of Italian 
workers have to work in Germany 
because there are no jobs for them 
in Italy. It is not a sign of a healthy 
Italian economy.

That Australian film technicians 
cannot get decent jobs in the film 
industry in Australia is similarly not 
a sign of economic health.

Pro-FTA forces 
respond

In a bad case of overkill, the 
pro-FTA forces added Paddy 
McGuinness to the attack on the AFI 
Awards protestors’ attack (in fact, 
on the same page as Henderson). 
McGuinness’s writing these days 
is so rabidly right-wing only One 
Nation supporters could possibly 
read him.

Like a right-wing talk show 
host, he lashed out with gratuitous 
insults at the actors who spoke up 
at the Awards presentation: “Film 
stars are notoriously ill-educated 
and ignorant – their opinions 
are worthless, regardless of their 
talents”.

This is such a silly statement 
it beggars belief. But he has more: 

The Australian Film Awards, the annual honouring by the 
Australian Film Institute of this country’s best work in film and 
television, was marked this year by the number of recipients who, 
instead of thanking everyone in sight, got stuck into the Howard 
Government.

“There is clearly a great deal of 
genuine talent [in the Australian film 
industry], as is evidenced by the fact 
that so many end up in Hollywood. 
This does not make them any the 
less Australian – no more than a 
scientist or a novelist who works 
overseas”.

Contrary to McGuinness’s view, 
there is a great deal of difference 
between an Australian-born artist 
living and working abroad, and 
an Australian artist working in 
Australia.

Most importantly, McGuinness, 
like Henderson, chooses to ignore 
the matter of content altogether. Just 
what do these Australian filmmakers 
in Hollywood make and how does it 
contribute to Australian culture?

Let’s take Henderson’s choice, 
George Miller (the one who wanted 
to know why “so few of our stories 
and so little of our culture” got 
exported). Between the Mad Max 
movies (a financially successful 
but otherwise dubious and highly 
derivative contribution to our 
culture) and Babe, Miller made, in 
Hollywood, one episode of Twilight 
Zone: The Movie, and the very 
American movies The Witches of 
Eastwyck, and Lorenzo’s Oil.

Cultural occupation 
by US

But the commentator who really 
gave the game away, who spelt 
out the pro-FTA lobby’s position, 
was Terry McCrann in The Daily 
Telegraph.

McCrann is so much a 
collaborator with the US army of 
cultural occupation that he dismissed 
the AFI Awards for not being “the 
real thing”: that distinction was 
reserved for “the Oscars”. Cultural 
imperialism, anyone?

McCrann went on to extol, in 

candidly revealing terms with his 
own gratuitous insults, the virtues 
of the FTA: “The particularly 
nauseating aspect of [the AFI 
Wards] was the implicit – I’m sure 
literally mindless – disregarding of 
the interests of the other 20 million 
Australians”.

“Never mind that we’ve been 
offered the chance to share in the 
benefits of the biggest and most 
dynamic economy in the world”. 
When you have picked yourself up 
and wiped your eyes, remember, 
this guy is serious.

The capitalist class and its 
hangers-on like McCrann really 
do think that the FTA will bring 
them lots of lolly, just like their 
counterparts in Mexico and Canada 
thought the North American FTA 
would for them. The reality has 
been very different.

In case you’re still in doubt 
McCrann, gives us the full picture: 
“That this would deliver export 
markets, new investments, cheaper 
goods for Australian consumers, and 
real rewarding globally competitive 
jobs”.

“Cheaper goods” will undercut 
Australian manufacturing and 
lead to more unemployment. But 
that’s all right: aren’t “globally 
competitive jobs” ones that pay 
lower wages than those in other 
countries?

McCrann found the succession 
of celebrities voicing their strong 
opposition to the potential effect of 
the FTA on our film and television 
industry “vomit inducing”. He’s 
afraid that if they hold their position 
the whole FTA might founder.

With our culture, our jobs, our 
future at stake, we should all be 
out there giving the filmmakers, 
technicians and actors in our film 
and television industry all the 
support we can. Because their fight 
is truly our fight. J“To the capitalist class film and television programs are not 

aspects of our culture, part of the constant process of defining our 
national identity, but essentially just more commodities.

Toni Collette in the award winning Australian film Japanese Story


