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Militarising Australia

as a US war base

The Howard Government is pouring billions of dollars
into military spending as part of long-term preparations
for ongoing conflict, recklessly tying Australia to Uncle
Sam’s coattails in endless US terror wars. On November
20, Defence Minister Robert Hill was in Washington
signing agreements for ‘“seamless interoperability”
between the US and Australian military. It was part of
the transformation of Australia’s defence forces into an
extension of the US military for operations in the Asia-

Pacific region and beyond.

The recently-released Defence
Capability Review gave the
green light for Australia to join
the US missile defence program
— Star Wars. This includes the
construction of three new warships
for the Australian Navy fitted with
radar systems which, as Hill put
it, “could do a pretty good job of
covering against some types of
long-range threats against the west
coast of the US.”

In addition, despite Government
denials, it is clear that a US tank
unit is to be based at Darwin. The
unit, along with other unspecified
US forces, will most likely be
transferred from Okinawa, Japan,
where there has been a long
campaign by the local government
and the community against the huge
US base there.

Already in Western Australia
there is a heavy US military pres-

We must not sell off our culture
in exchange for a few lamb chops

Earlier this month Hill an-
nounced a billion-dollar purchase
of tanks from the US plus 100
Joint Strike Fighters and the new
multi-purpose vessels that also
carry troops and helicopters. “The
importance to the Government of
the ability to safely deploy, lodge
and sustain Australian forces
offshore has been reaffirmed”, Hill
announced.

ence in the form of an agreement to
allow for the rotation of US Navy
crews at Cockburn. An American
bombing range is in operation at
nearby Lancelin.

There are plans for the creation
of a heavily-armed police unit for
deployment to overseas “trouble
spots” and “failing states” in the
Pacific. This force would be used
to invade Pacific nation states along

the lines of Australia’s current oc-
cupation of the Solomon Islands.

“Tasks such as the protection
of Australia’s borders remain as
important as ever”, Hill stated. In
practice “border protection” has
meant the Government’s inhumane
treatment of asylum seekers — their
arrest, detention, persecution
and deportation — which the
Government has ruthlessly used
for political gain via a campaign
demonising asylum seekers in
order to garner votes based on fear
and racism.

This week Immigration Min-
ister Amanda Vanstone branded
every refugee coming to Australia’s
shores seeking sanctuary as poten-
tial terrorists.

Add these preparations to the
already existing Pine Gap spy base
means that Australia is being turned
into a major military base to serve
US interests.

Far from making Australia
safe, the military build up and the
sacrifice of the nation’s sovereignty
and independence to US global
aspirations will place the country
in increased danger. Nations in
the region rightly feel threatened
by Australia, which is already
viewed as a first-strike weapon
for the war-mongering USA.
The increasingly hostile posture
taken by the Howard Government
is confirmation of Australia’s role
as US deputy sheriff.

In a statement, Denis Doherty
of the Australian Anti-Bases

Campaign Coalition, said, “A new
United States military base or stag-
ing post in Darwin will undermine
Australia’s security and add even
more to the already out of control
Australian military budget.”

The theme of independence
(which is vital for Australia’s
security) and the preservation of
Australia’s cultural heritage and
achievements was strongly voiced
at last weeks’ presentation of the
AFI film awards in Melbourne.
Speaker after speaker, in
receiving their award, spoke up
in defence of Australia’s film
industry and opposed the trad-
ing off of our culture against
some US concessions on
agriculture. “We must
not sell off our culture

in exchange for a jj
few lamb chops”, i
said one !

speaker. . _*,.f

Leading
actor David
Wenham said
that cultural
issues must be
taken off the
table at the free
trade negotiations
now being held.

Australia needs
an independent, non-
aligned foreign policy
that genuinely serves
the defence of our country
and the need for peace and
stability in the region. &

Keep up pressure

“The Senate can save Medicare this week by voting
down and not attempting to amend, the Government’s
dishonest Medicare Plus scheme. Alternatively the Senate
may defer a vote until next year by setting up a Senate
Inquiry”, CPA General Secretary, Peter Symon told
The Guardian. “The Labor, Democrat and independent
Senators must be persuaded to vote to save Medicare and
not fall for the Government’s con job”, he said. “Every
family has an interest to maintain bulk billing as the
universal system of health care”.

The Doctor’s Reform Society
says in a public statement that
“Bulk billing is central to provid-
ing all Australians with access to
a doctor AND control of doctor’s
fees. Medicare Plus will do the
opposite”.

“Work for the Dole”

a sham
O p3

“We’re going back to the 1950s
when the most common reason for
going to jail for debt in South
Australia was failure to pay medi-
cal bills”, said Dr Tim Woodruff,
National President, Doctors Reform
Society.

Govt continues to
push Telstra sale
- p5

to save Medicare

e “Childbirth could cost
almost $10,000 in the not so distant
future;

o Pensioners and mothers with
young children will have to wait
behind full fee-paying patients;

e Those suffering chronic
illness will face big costs;

e The $5 increase in the
Medicare bulk billing rebate
should be for all Australians”, says
the DRS.

Senator Meg Lees claims that
it is difficult to pass up a “safety
net”. Responding to this claim Peter
Symon said, “Medicare in 30 years
did not need a safety net. Medicare
Plus which needs a safety net is
already a failure”. &

Howard’s vision
for Medicare
- p6

Baghdad Hospital

m- $2000 Appeal
- page 8
Bombard the
independent Senators = $1500
now with messages to
reject Medicare Plus. L. s1000

Senator Meg Lees
(remember the GST)
senator.lees@aph.gov.au

Senator Harradine
senator.harradine@aph.gov.au

Senator Murphy
senator.murphy@aph.gov.au

UK protestors

Iraq: Bush cronies
continue to profit
-p12

greet Bush
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Unemployment plus

Economists call it full employment. The Government is
euphoric. It’s “as good as it gets” according to the mass media.
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) says unemployment
is at 5.6 percent. The big banks have turned in record profits.
Tourism took a boost with the Rugby Union World Cup. To cap it
all, Access Economics is forecasting a $6.9 billion federal budget
surplus.

Conditions in the international economy are “clearly improv-
ing” say the pundits and the risks to Australia’s economy “from a
weak global economy [have] receded”.

The Reserve Bank raised official interest rates by one quarter
of a percent to 5.0 percent last week to slow the ever burgeoning
consumer spending and booming housing market. By comparison
the US interest rate is one percent.

To take advantage of the higher interest rate in Australia for-
eign investors are turning to the Aussie dollar — a major reason for
the substantial lift in the exchange rate of the Australian dollar.
It’s good news for importers but very bad news for exporters.

But if one is to take off the rose-tinted glasses of the
Government and the Reserve Bank and look through the eyes of a
worker, student or pensioner, then what do we see?

It looks different to the thousands of workers sacked during
the course of the year, those workers who have lost all their
entitlements, thieved by unscrupulous companies. There is the
casualisation and marginalisation of tens of thousands more
people to make an ever-growing strata of working poor. Public
utilities, schools and universities are being privatised (much of
it by stealth) and there are more cuts to community services.
Medicare is being slowly destroyed and there is an all out attack
on the rights and working conditions of workers and their trade
unions in the latest round of anti-union industrial legislation.

A report just released by the Australian Council of Social
Service (ACOSS) says the official ABS figure of 5.6 percent
(580,000) unemployed exclude 716,000 “hidden unemployed”.
These are persons who are severely under-employed, or were
marginally attached to the labour force and did not work enough
to earn a basic living.

The ABS definition of an employed person includes those who
had only one hour of paid work in a week. Add the two groups
together — what ACOSS calls the unemployed plus rate — and the
figure is 12.9 percent, that is, 1.3 million Australians who could be
considered to be job deprived.

With every visit to the supermarket more items have price
hikes — not by two or three percent but by 30 percent or more in
some cases. Banks keep on finding new ways by which to increase
fees. No wonder they are making huge record profits. Bulk-bill-
ing is being replaced by upfront fees of $20 or $30 or $100 for a
pathology test or visit to the GP or a specialist. In South Australia
electricity prices have gone through the roof and look set to rise
even higher. In NSW the Carr Labor Government plans to more
than double the price of public transport.

The difficulties facing families are reflected in a growth rate
of 22 percent in household debt. This month’s increase in official
interest rates will push up mortgage repayments on already over-
inflated housing prices. The prospect of even more price rises is
very real.

This is the reality for most working families and it is unsus-
tainable. Already the charities are finding it difficult to cope with
the demand for food, clothing and shelter.

But there is an alternative. The priorities of both State and
Federal Governments have to be changed:

* Instead of sackings a shorter working week of 35 hours in
the immediate future.

* A boost to workers’ wages will give more real purchasing
power to families without them having to resort more and more
to plastic money.

* Not privatisation but the maintenance and expansion of
publicly owned enterprises.

* Retention of Medicare and universal access to bulk-billing
by a substantial increase in the rebate paid to doctors.

* A guarantee to maintain the Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme to provide low price medicines.

* The expansion of cheap public housing to force down rents
and the idiotic prices now being paid for private housing.

But for this to happen Australia must establish a new type of
workers’ and people’s government based on a coalition or alliance
of left and progressive forces committed to real change in the
interests of people — one that judges economic performance on the
basis of people’s living standards and quality of life, not private
profits and stockmarket prices.

PRESS FUND

The bourgeois media accuses “baby boomers” of having failed their
“Generation X” offspring, who now face huge difficulties buying homes

and raising families, and who (they say) will resent paying taxes to support

pensioners. What a mass libel against both generations, especially given
the older generation’s colossal struggle to house, raise and educate their
families. We say: “Workers of all ages unite; you’ve nothing to lose but

those who would divide you!” The Press Fund is currently divided from its

yearly goal by $1170. So if you can, please send us a contribution for the
next issue. Our sincere thanks go to this week’s contributors, as follows:
Bert Appleton $40, G Busselman $40, Ray Gillespie $100, D L $5.

This week’s total: $185. Progressive total: $10,830

AUSTRALIA

Review backs
ATSIC continuation

A recent review for the Federal Government of the operations of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission has concluded
that the organisation should continue to function. The review even
found that the Government’s previous action in transferring ATSIC’s
funding powers to a new organisation, the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Services, was not necessary, and that the Commission
could function effectively by simply reorganising it into separate

policy and funding divisions.

The review acknowledged that
there had been significant problems
of morale and dissatisfaction with
some of the ATSIC leadership, and
recommended that more power be
exercised by the Commission’s 35
regional councils.

However, it rejected the
argument that the Commission
should be wound up, and noted that
for most of those interviewed during
the inquiry “there was no serious
suggestion that the organisation
should be abandoned or abolished”.
Many people thought that if this
happened the Government would
simply not replace it, in which case
none of its present functions would
be carried out.

The findings will certainly not
be welcomed by the Government,
which had been looking for a
way to justify eliminating the
Commission altogether. (There is
also a possibility that it intended
to privatise at least one of the
Commission’s operations. Over the
last two decades the reconstruction
of several commonwealth agencies,
and their renaming as a “service”,
preceded their privatisation.)

The government had sought
to discredit ATSIC by using the
review to investigate allegations
of mishandling of finances by

the Commission. However,
there’s been more than a whiff of
corruption in the government’s own
handling of finances with regard
to the remuneration of the various
members of the review panel.

The panel consisted of a
former NSW Liberal Minister,
John Hannaford, a former federal
Labor Minister, Bob Collins, and
a Queensland academic, Jackie
Huggins, who is also a co-chair of
Reconciliation Australia.

Hannaford was described
by Peter Vaughan, executive
co-ordinator for the Office of
Aboriginal and Islander Affairs, as
“the co-ordinator” of the review
panel. Although he described their
respective duties as “not exactly the
same”, all three had agreed during
radio interviews that there had been
no chairman and that they had in
effect operated as equals.

Yet in spite of the apparent
similarity of their levels of
responsibility, there was a huge
disparity in their remuneration.
Ms Huggins has to date been paid
$51,000, while Bob Collins has
received $96,000.

The reason for the substantial
difference in their remuneration is
not clear, but the difference between
them and Hannaford is even more

startling. John Hannaford has so
far received a whopping $219,775!
His total promised fee of $263,000
is almost 50 percent more than the
combination of fees received by
Huggins and Collins to date.

According to Vaughan, the
fees were arrived at by two factors,
i.e. their daily pay rate and the
numbers of days worked. Again,
given the similarity of their levels of
responsibility, it would appear that
Hannaford’s daily rate was vastly in
excess of that of the other two panel
members.

Rather than adopting a standard
consultant’s rate, the daily pay
rate was described by Vaughan
as “negotiated” for all the panel
members. It would seem that
the Howard Government simply
offered a higher rate to one of their
own.

Hannaford has also been
criticised for advocating that the
review panel use a methodology
known as PinPlan. The panel
accepted his advice, but it now
transpires that Hannaford is himself
a certified facilitator of the PinPlan

system.
The ALP’s spokesperson
on Indigenous Affairs, Bob

McMullen, claims that the system
was purchased by the panel in
contravention of ATSIC’s own code,
which requires tenders or quotes for
services rendered.

“This looks like one standard
for Liberal mates, another for
everybody else”, he commented
grimly. “If an ATSIC Commissioner
had done this, all hell would have
broken loose”. &

SA Senator Penny Wong
receives CPA Medicare petition

Nearly a thousand
South Australians
signed the Communist
Party’s petition

to save Medicare

and bulk-billing.
Comrades taking part
in the relatively brief
signature-gathering
drive were encouraged
by the response to the
petition.

Forms left at shops and
hairdressers’ salons were
filled up and returned. A stall
at Semaphore conducted by
the Port Branch had people
queuing at some stages to
express their disgust at what
is happening to Medicare
under the current Coalition
Federal Government.

Last week, the Party’s
SA State Secretary Marie
Lean handed the petition
forms to SA Labor Senator
Penny Wong at her city
office.

“I think that the large
numbers of people that have
signed this petitions show
how strongly Australians
feel about saving Medicare.
I’m very pleased to put these
into the Senate. My contact
with many people in SA
is that they are pretty well
aware of what’s happening
to bulk-billing and they
don’t like it”, Penny said. &
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Party State Secretary Marie Lean and SA Labor Senator Penny Wong
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Govt bully-boys attack judiciary

Confrontation between the judiciary and governments is increasing
and becoming sharper. Governments at state and federal level
are interfering in the legal procedures of the courts for political

gain.

In NSW the Carr Labor
Government, notorious for beating
up law and order issues and
attacking court decisions with
demands for harsher sentences, last
week overturned a decision by the
Land and Environment Court which
had ruled against the building of a
garbage dump in the Sydney suburb
of Clyde.

Residents had fought long and
hard against plans by waste giant
Collex to build a waste management
terminal at Clyde from where
400,000 tonnes of landfill would
be shipped to a former mine near
Goulburn, south of Sydney.

Corporate donations

Carr posed as a compassionate
advocate for the mineworkers who
lost their jobs when the Woodlawn
mine was closed and who are owed
$5 million worth of entitlements. He
used them as a pretext to overturn
the court’s decision.

But with the extent of corporate
donations received by the NSW
ALP, it is more likely that Carr’s
advocacy is really on behalf of
Collex.

Shattered

John Drake, a resident who was
one of the leaders of the year-long
campaign against the Clyde dump,
said, “I am shattered. This changes
the fabric of society because it
basically says the law is irrelevant.”

The current federal Attorney-
General, Philip Ruddock, spent
much of his time when he was
Immigration Minister attacking the
courts for making decisions that
favoured asylum seekers, including
those appealing from prison camps
who had been locked up under the
Government’s mandatory sentencing
laws.

Ruddock went as far as
demanding that judges who he
claimed had “involved themselves

in the political process” should
“resign from the bench and stand for
Parliament”. For Ruddock and Co
the judiciary is viewed as a barrier
that gets in the way of their political
objectives.

Above the law

Governments are effectively
placing themselves above the law
while posing as being tough-on-
crime to win votes while attacking
judges who expose their inhumane

policies.
High Court Justice, Michael
Kirby, last week criticised

government interference in the
judicial system saying they are
“politicians or polemicists of
differing types who know nothing of
the common law and its marvellous

creativity”.
“These bully boys are
contemptuous of fundamental

human rights and jealous of any
source of power apart from their
own.”

He said powerful interests
hate it when judges “express the
law in terms of legal principles to
protect minorities, the weak and the
vulnerable”. &

“Work for the Dole” sham exposed

It has been previously established through numerous studies that the
Work for the Dole scheme provides no benefit to the unemployed.
A shocking new report has found Work for the Dole actively harms
participants, who are more likely to remain unemployed six months
after completion than those who did not participate.

On its Centrelink website the
Government says, “Work for the
Dole is about helping job seekers
improve their employment prospects
by providing opportunities for work
experience”. Yet indicators to date
show this to be a cruel lie.

Damning report
The latest and most thorough

report — Does ‘Work for the Dole’

work? — was commissioned by the

Government from the Melbourne

Institute in a bid to stem criticism.
However, when the report was

delivered in June this year the
findings were so damning that the
Government suppressed its release.

The report outlines Work for
the Dole’s fundamental flaws: the
unemployed did not develop skills;
there was no training offered; the
program was not targeted at finding
employment; and the program is not
linked to continuing employment.

Unemployed people were
further hampered by the fact they
had less time to look for work, and
the stigma attached to the Work for
the Dole scheme made them less
attractive to employers.

“The study provides strong

Green ban holds up more NSW
(rovernment privatisation

Building workers have gone into bat for Pyrmont public housing
residents and the wider community over the future of land the State
Government is determined to flog off to private developers.

The Construction Forestry
Mining and Energy Union
(CFMEU) has imposed an interim
Green Ban on the Sydney Water
Police site at Elizabeth McArthur
Bay, Pyrmont, to prevent
development while negotiations
on the future of the prized site
continue.

The move puts the CFMEU at
loggerheads with the Government’s
Harbour Foreshore Authority,
which is moving to sell off the
publicly owned land.

CFMEU Secretary, Andrew
Ferguson, said the Green Ban
should provide a “breathing space”
that allowed residents and the
wider community time to intervene
in the Authority’s plan for the area.

“The Foreshore Authority
doesn’t own this unique site”,
Ferguson said. “They merely

administer it on behalf of the
people of Sydney. We intend to
ensure the people have some
opportunity to have a say in what
that future should be.

“Building unions have a
long tradition of defending
our parkland, public space and
heritage buildings. In recent years
the CFMEU has placed successful
bans on a proposed McDonald’s
restaurant in Centennial Park
and at the MCA site in Circular
Quay.”

Workers Online reports that
the Foreshore Authority has
already filed for a Development
Application that would pave the
way for a purchaser to build on a
site which is a prime recreational
area for nearby residents.
Acknowledgement
Workers Online &

support for our view that ‘Work
for the Dole’ is a cruel hoax that
fails to truly help jobseekers”, said
Andrew McCallum, President of
the Australian Council of Social
Services.

“It is no wonder there are
still 360,000 people long-term
registered as unemployed with
Centrelink — about the same as in
March 1996 when this Government
came to office.”

Employment Services Minister
Mal Brough dismissed the Report
as “outdated and narrow”.

Yet at the same time the
Minister was forced to concede
the Government’s own research
showed that less than seven percent
of Work for the Dole graduates
found full-time employment.

The author of the report,
Professor Borland, defended
his work, saying, “Our results
remain highly consistent with the
international literature on these
types of programs”.

The Howard Government
has spent $500 million since its
introduction in 1997, with a further
$178 million to be spent in the
current financial year.

System of punishment

Work for the Dole is in reality
a system of punishment and
discouragement. The unemployed
are punished for claiming
unemployment benefit.

The threat of Work for the Dole
forces the unemployed to accept
sub-standard jobs, as they reason
“It is better to work for below-
award wages than to work 36 hours
per week for $290 unemployment
benefits”.

The long-term unemployed,
discouraged by the fact that they
have been through the program and
still not found work will be more
likely to forgo the dole altogether
than suffer another three-month
stint of slave labour.

Then, when the official
unemployment rate drops, the
Government is able to claim
success for its unemployment
policies. &

AUSTRALIA

Michael Kirby — the law must protect the weak and vulnerable

Workers to suffer for
SA WorkCover troubles

South Australia’s WorkCover Corporation now has, according to
media reports, unfunded liabilities estimated at $600 million. In
September the figure was put at $419 million. As recently as 1999/
2000 the amount was just $22 million. All sorts of reasons are given
for the blow-out but state parliamentarians and the bosses’ media
are united in their choice of remedy: fewer workers will get payouts
and they will be sent back to work sorer and sicker.

by Bob Briton

The unfunded liabilities in
question are the difference between
WorkCover’s assets and the
compensation claims it anticipates
having to pay out over the next
40 years! Corporation chairman
Bruce Carter has predicted that the
estimate could go even higher when
the cost of asbestos claims becomes
clearer early next year. These may
add between $50 million and $590
million to the equation.

The Liberal opposition has tried
in vain to present the predicament
to the electorate as a looming
collapse along the lines of the
State Bank over a decade ago. That
fiasco required a massive taxpayer
funded bailout and kept Labor out
of office for two terms. However,
the situation with WorkCover is not
a crisis of those proportions and the
Liberals’ credibility on the issue is
not helped by an examination of
their role in government.

In 2001 the Libs worsened
WorkCover’s cash flow by reducing
the levy on employers to an average
of three per cent of payroll. They
also handed the bosses a rebate
valued at $25 million. Together
these measures cost more than $160
million. While current Industrial
Relations Minister Michael Wright
is quick to point this out, neither he
nor the WorkCover Corporation’s
chairman is talking about putting
the levy up.

“We are sure that the current
average levy rate of three per cent
should ensure clawback of the
unfunded liability within 10 years”,
Mr Carter told The Advertiser last
week.

Fewer payouts

In the same interview he said
that WorkCover would put an
emphasis on making fewer payouts
to workers and getting more people
back to work. The clear implication

is that the corporation’s problems
are the fault of malingering workers.
This strategy is to be pursued even
though the public discussion of
the causes of WorkCover’s woes
scarcely mentioned the role of
claims. Naturally enough, safety
standards in the State’s workplaces
were not discussed, either.

In fact, none of the reasons
trotted out for the present
predicament dealt with these
aspects of the scheme. The
WorkCover chairman cited changed
accounting measures. Other reports
mentioned overseas share market
investments that went bad. In spite
of calls for greater transparency
and accountability, the Minister is
keeping the details quiet. However,
some conclusions might be drawn
from the recent record of Victoria’s
WorkCover Authority.

Workcover profits

Like its Victorian counterpart,
WorkCover currently has positive
cash flow. Last year, Victoria’s
WorkCover Authority posted a
record $504 million profit from its
key insurance operations. However,
it ended up $316 million in the red
for the year overall after losing $437
million on global equity markets
and another $383 million by making
what The Herald Sun called “wrong
assumptions about the economy””.

Who  should pay for
WorkCover’s misplaced faith in
capitalism? If the bosses, the media
and pollies from the major parties
have their way it will be the workers
who will suffer through reduced
levels of compensation for work-
related illness and injury.

And why should there be so
much work-related illness and so
many injuries? What about 40 years
of workplace safety, jailing of bosses
responsible for workplace deaths,
and not speculating on the markets
with WorkCover funds? &
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LABOUR STRUGGLES

Miners national strike threat

The mining union has postponed a decision on strike action ahead
of a meeting between the NSW Government, coal companies and
the union convened by the NSW Industrial Relations Commission.
The Mining Division of the CFMEU is threatening a national strike
as part of an industrial campaign to stop the further erosion of
safety standards in the coal industry.

The campaign is in response
to the continuing deregulation
of safety standards and practices
in the coal industry by the New
South Wales and Queensland
Governments and the incompetence
of their Departments of Mines in
administering existing provisions.

General President of the
Mining Division of the CFMEU,
Tony Maher, said that this had led
to the union suing the Queensland
Government over non-compliance
of its own regulations.

In NSW, the straw that broke
the camel’s back has been the
State Government’s bungling of
prosecutions in the Gretley case
in which Workcover brought 52
charges against the mine’s owners
and senior management for safety
breaches that led to the deaths of
four mineworkers seven years ago.

“However”, said Tony Mabher,
“because of a government stuff-up
the company, Xstrata, has applied

to have the prosecutions dismissed
on a technicality because the wrong
Minister signed the authorisation for
the Workcover case.

“This technical bombshell was
dropped on Tuesday [November
18] and the NSW Government has
had since then to correct its mistake
through retrospective legislation
and get on with the prosecutions.
However, it has refused to do so,
instead choosing to gamble on the
presiding Judge dismissing the
company’s application.

“This is a disgrace. It is seven
years this month since the Gretley
men were killed in appalling
circumstances. They should be
alive today with their families and
yet those who were responsible
might walk away because of a State
Government stuff-up”.

Tony Mabher said that the State
Government’s refusal to fix its
Gretley bungle is indicative of the
Department of Mineral Resources

LABOUR NOTES

Hospitality workers across the ACT are celebrating after
the introduction of smoke free environments in all hospital-
ity venues. The union covering hospitality workers the Liquor
Hospitality and Miscellaneous Workers Union (LHMU) con-
gratulated the ACT Assembly for backing the bans which will
take effect on December 1, 2006. According to the LHMU the
decision is a win to protect workers’ health. The policy in-
cludes measures to minimise possible job losses, a strategy to
assist clubs during the transition period and the development
of redeployment programs for workers if job losses occur.

Approximately 200 Victorian medical scientists rallied in
Melbourne to send a clear message to the State Health
Minister that the abolition of Pathology Services Accredita-
tion Board was no laughing matter. Victorian Trades Hall
Secretary Leigh Hubbard told the rally that unions are op-
posed to privatisation and deregulation, particularly in the
area of community health. “We do not accept the Govern-
ment’s decision to abolish this Board because it poses a
danger to public safety. The regulation of pathology services
helps ensure accurate pathology testing which can be a
matter of life or death for some people”, Mr Hubbard said.

BHP’s enforced use of Australian Workplace Agreements
in the Pilbarra is in breach of the United Nations Global
Compact and Global Reporting Initiative of which the
company is a signatory. As BHP was gloating that it had
signed off on the agreement devised by UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan the company received a letter from
the UN indicating that it had not met its obligations. Under
the third principle of the compact is recognition of collec-
tive bargaining, but BHP has been forcing new workers at
its Pilbarra operations onto individual Australian Workplace
Agreements. The letter sent by the UN advises BHP that
signatory companies are “expected” to make changes to busi-
ness operations that give effect to the Compact’s principles.

The LHMU has won in the Federal Court after the Court
ruled against bosses who try to cut costs by forcing work-
ers to become individual contractors. “The court ruling will
help us to stop bosses who think they can avoid Award
obligations by forcing workers to quit jobs but still continue
working — as individual contractors”, said National Secretary
of the LHMU, Jeff Lawrence. The Federal Court case in-
volved a Canberra contract cleaning company, Endoxos,
who shifted workers into individual contractor arrangements.
Had Endoxos been successful the decision would have
had a wave effect all over the country, Mr Lawrence said.

attitude to mineworkers’ safety.
“Mineworkers lives and safety
considerations are playing second
fiddle to the employer demands for
greater deregulation in the name of
increased flexibility”.

The same situation exists in
Queensland where, if employers claim
that safety practices are hampering
their production targets, they simply
apply for exemptions and they are
getting them in record numbers.

Coal mining is recognised as
the most hazardous industry in the
world. There are Memorial Walls
throughout Australia recording
the names of more than 4000 coal
miners who have been killed at
work. “Today, we continue to send
thousands of workers every day
into coal mines and the very least
we demand of our governments and
the departmental bureaucrats who
serve them, is that we work in the
safest possible environments so our
members can return to their families
at the end of each shift”, said Mr
Mabher.

“Unless we receive a public
commitment from the NSW
and Queensland governments to
improve mine safety and improve
prosecutions, then we have no

Solidarity wins

on Sydney
waterfront

Solidarity won the day and
achieved a compromise
settlement on the Sydney
waterfront when Skilled
Engineering, subcontracted
by Patrick Stevedores, refused
to employ all workers who had
been in the employ of a previous
contractor.

Skilled Engineering services the
cranes and other equipment in the
Patrick terminal at Botany Bay.

“Each time this contract has
been rewarded, job security issues
have arisen”, said MUA Branch
Secretary Robert Coombs. “This
time the major argument is that our
union delegates have been refused
employment — a position we are not
going to tolerate”.

The men employed by the
contractor refused to work until
the company employed all former
permanent and casual workers,
including the delegates. A picket
was set up.

The amount of support and
solidarity from across the union
movement and throughout the
maritime industry was remarkable.
The struggle drew many hundreds of
Sydney wharfies, seafarers and port
workers into activity in opposition
to the anti-union employer Skilled
Engineering.

After five days of action and
solidarity a compromise agreement
was reached. Former employees
were taken back on although the
three delegates are to be employed
as casuals for the time being. The
MUA will continue to campaign for
these three workers to be employed
full-time in future negotiations.
An MUA spokesperson told The
Guardian that the fight had only
just begun and that “Skilled will
not be left with a moments rest
until we have righted the wrongs
this company has forced onto these
workers”. @
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Mineworkers are fed up with continuing bad safety measures

option than to commence a national
campaign of action.

“If we don’t act now, we will be
counting the cost in lost lives and
injuries and we are not prepared to
wait to act until the coal mines are
turned into industrial killing fields”.

While NSW and Queensland

produce more than 90 percent of
Australia’s coal, the union is also
examining the safety situation in
Victoria, Western Australia and
Tasmania to determine whether
members in those States should
be involved in the national
stoppage. @&

Teachers strike in WA

Eight thousand teachers marched from the Perth Esplanade to WA’s
Parliament House on Tuesday November 18 as the culmination
of a 10,000 strong strike. David Kelly, General Secretary of the
teachers’ union said it was the first 24-hour strike by teachers in

ten years.

At the Parliament House
meeting teachers gave the State
Government’s Education Minister
Alan Carpenter the yellow card and
called out “unfair play” copying
Rugby union umpires.

Protest meetings held at Albany,
Bunbury and Geralton were the
biggest ever held there.

As well as rejecting a three
percent pay increase offer teachers
are concerned over class sizes and
the inadequate DOT — or preparation
time — allowed to primary school
teachers.

The Government has clearly
been procrastinating and had
refused to negotiate the pay rise for
seven weeks. In another ploy the
Minister of Education told the union
he would only talk to the union
through a solicitor.

He agreed to meet the union
with Commissioner Duncan but not
until the first week of December

while the union proposed that
Tony Cooke, assistant professor,
conciliate. The Department rejected
this proposal.

The Esplanade meeting heard
of the problems that the union had
experienced in putting its case to the
Minister.

Colin Barnett, leader of the
Liberal Parliamentary Opposition,
asked for the right to speak but this
was overwhelmingly rejected by the
meeting.

It is hoped that the action on
the 18th will force Alan Carpenter
to make a better wage offer and to
negotiate on class sizes.

The Government’s plan is not
only to hold teachers to the three
percent rate but to apply this rate to
other public sector workers.

The teachers’ struggle is,
therefore, in the interests of a wide
range of workers and deserves
public support. &

Adelaide
Keep Sunday, November 30 free for

the CPA’s end-of-year function
Time: 2.00pm to 4.30pm
Place: Semaphore Workers Club 93 The Esplanade, Semaphore (cnr Dunn)
Parking behind the Club Entry: Gold coin. Afternoon Tea
View the brilliant film: War is so 20th Century
Sydney’s Radical Vision film production unit has put together a film
of the many anti-war rallies and marches.
Collection to raise money to assist a hospital in Baghdad.
For more info Ph 8232 8200
See you there!

Australia East Timor Friendship Association (SA) Inc

27" Annual East Timor Independence Dinner

Ikaros Hall Arthur Street. Unley
Saturday, November 29 at 7pm

Admission: $25 or $20 unwaged
Guest speaker: Shirley Shackleton and Don Jarrett
Proceeds of the dinner will go to this program.

For further information, contact:
Shirley Shackleton phone: (03) 96991 002
Andy Alcock (Chairperson, AETFA): 0417 838 952
Email: andyalcock@bigpond.com.au
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Telstra:
from “half-pregnant”
to “conflict of interest”

As Federal Parliment resumes for the last two weeks of the year,
the Government digests the defeat of its Bill to privatise the rest
of Telstra. The Coalition pollies would have us believe they are
struggling with a terrible moral dilemma: the propriety of the
Government’s position as regulator of the telecommunications
industry and its 50.1 percent shareholding in Telstra. The “conflict
of interest” slogan has now replaced the “half-pregnant” one to
defend the Government’s push for the privatisation of Telstra.

by Bob Briton

Former Communications
Minister Richard Alston aired the
argument before similar sell-off
moves in June. “It’s like the chief
steward in the Melbourne Cup
owning the red-hot favourite”, Mr
Alston said.

The new Communications
Minister Daryl Williams reiterated
the sentiment, using it to argue for
the full privatisation of Telstra.

“There is a very significant
conflict of interest between the
Government owning 50.1 per cent
of the shareholding of Telstra and
being the regulator of that and the
other 88 carriers”, he told the ABC’s
Premium News recently.

Of course, the role of this
Federal Government and its
predecessors in introducing the 88
other carriers into the system is not
mentioned. The truly glaring conflict
of interest of corporations delivering
an essential service and trying to
gouge the maximum private profit
from it is also left alone.

Strong Profits

Despite returning  strong
profits ($960 million this year)
and containing its share value
losses better than most telcos in
the turbulent world market, it was
argued that its dual private/public
character somehow hinders Telstra.

Senator Nick Minchin used to
profess concern for taxpayers who
were exposed to “unnecessary risk”
by having their money tied up in
Telstra — “a publicly listed company
in one of the most competitive
industries”.

Perhaps because Mr Minchin
comes from South Australia, where
similar concerns were expressed
for the future of the once publicly
owned electricity utility ETSA
before being privatised, this old
chestnut was seen to lack any
credibility and was soon dropped.

South Australian taxpayers have
already had to bail out failing private
operators showing, once more, that
“free enterprise” privatises profits
and socialises corporate risk. At the
same time, the “free market” has

pushed South Australians’ power
bills through the roof.

In the best corporate tradition,
Telstra directors (mostly from the
corporate sector) have had their
hands out for a $170,000 pay
increase in spite of a number of
embarrassing developments lately.
Telstra’s foray into the Hong Kong
telecommunications market ended
when its Reach venture failed
requiring a write-down of $965
million.

Despite its healthy profits,
Telstra is keeping broadband retail
prices and set-up costs high. Its
reliance on usage metering means
that download costs on this high-
speed internet service are also
high. As a result, Australians have
been slow to take up the broadband
option in a clear break with their
customary willingness to embrace
new technologies.

Only three per cent of
Australians have a broadband
internet connection, a figure below
the OECD average and a level that
Tony Blair called a disgrace when
it applied in the UK. Britain now
has 22 per cent of internet users
connected through broadband.

Telstra’s commitment to the
bush is questionable with regard to
broadband, as well. As shadow IT
spokesperson Kate Lundy points
out, Telstra continues to install
outdated line-splitting equipment
throughout regional Australia.
She worries that regional and
rural Australians will be “forever
burdened with sluggish internet
access and will never have any
chance of affordable broadband”.

If Telstra is fully privatised the
chances of rectifying this situation
are even more remote. Private telcos
will focus almost all their attention
on the more profitable metropolitan
and big business markets regardless
of the government’s “legislative
safeguards” eyewash.

The clearest evidence that
Telstra is helping the privatisers
is its establishment of a $1 billion
fund to buy back shares from
disillusioned “mum and dad”
investors. It is hoped that this will
cause the share price to rise closer
to the $5.25 mark desired before the
remaining third chunk of the telco
can be offloaded.

Opinion polls, like a recent
one conducted by the Advertiser in
SA, show that nearly three quarters
of Australians oppose the sale of
Telstra. Two thirds of coalition
voters are against it. Apathy will
be encouraged, though, by the
slowness of its response to problems
with its Big Pond email service and
its involvement in an incident where
Telstra Enterprise Services put some
of the government’s most sensitive
backed-up emails on Canberra
rubbish tip.

Telstra continues to alienate
its workers with its undertakings
before the Senate Estimates
Committee to take the axe to jobs.
Its “aspirational” figure is for 3000
jobs to be shed in the financial year
2003-04.

While the Greens and One
Nation’s Len Harris appear solidly
opposed to full privatisation, the
Democrats and independents Meg
Lees, Brian Harradine and Shayne
Murphy have shown signs of a
willingness to negotiate.

Democrat Senator Andrew
Murray reportedly wants part of
the funds to be invested in the
environment. Meg Lees, of GST
infamy, also wants infrastructure
projects and urgently needed action
on the Murray Darling basin to take
preference.

“If you think, that as a South
Australian Senator, I am going to
sit idly by and watch my state die of
thirst on the basis of an ideological
position about a telecommunications
company without exploring every
aspect of the debate then you
seriously underestimate me”, she
told the media in June. Lees and
several other Senators may yet
capitulate to the Government.

The forces campaigning to keep
the remainder of Telstra in public
hands cannot afford to relax simply
on the strength of the latest Senate
victory. &

Nearly three quarters of Australians
oppose the sale of Telstra

One place to go

Tents have given way to bricks and mortar,

but refugees they remain.

The years of waiting and neglect
have given way to a grim determination

to hold on against all the odds.
For memories persist

of that ancient and beloved land.
Songs and stories have kept alive
the hope of return through long exile.
In the camps of the dispossessed

life rises from the ashes,

time after time,

revealing the will of a people to resist.
These wrongs, who will never give up

their just rights for morsels of land.
After fifty years of anguish and mourning

for the land they lost,

for Palestinians there is still
only one place to go,

home to Palestine.

S Katsineris &

AUSTRALIA

TELSTRA RECKONS THIS
IWILL FIX OUR COMMUNICATION

It will no longer be legal for transnational pharmaceuti-
cal corporations to bribe doctors with fancy caviar dinners
and nightclub entertainment at swank holiday resorts. The
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission has
introduced trial restrictions on doctor bribing, allowing only
quiches and salad rolls and banning strip clubs and yacht
cruises where traditionally “medical instruction” has taken
place to ensure doctors purchase the “right” brand of drug
for their practices. The Commission will conduct random
checks (“Is that a lobster or a garter in your salad?”) to see
that these monstrously heavy regulations are being adhered
to by the good and honest folk at Pfizer and Monsanto.

Did you know that the word “dole” has a strong association
with the term “dole bludger”? A report from the Centre for
Applied Economic Research at the University of NSW sug-
gests that the Government change the name of its Work for
the Dole Scheme because ‘it stigmatises participants by
reinforcing negative stereotypes of the unemployed”. Sure,
that’'s what's wrong. It doesn’t have a snappy enough title.
How about “Cheap Labour Pride” or “subsidisedslavery.com”.

If there was a Hypocrite of the Year award it would have
to go to PM Howard. If we need reminding, Howard com-
mitted Australia to the criminal bombing, invasion and
occupation of Irag. His Government’s immigration policy
locks up asylum seekers, men women and children, including
many lraqgis. Last week Howard paid “tribute” to the visiting
Iraqi soccer team prior to its first game, in Perth. “l know
this match will touch the hearts of sports supporters around
the globe.” And he didn’'t even bother to go to the game: his
puerile platitudes were delivered in a recorded message.

On the other hand, Howard would have shown up if the
military were at the Perth match. Since the UN force en-
tered East Timor in 1999 he has presided over no less than
30 farewell and welcome home ceremonies for the defence
forces, each time personally addressing the troops (in the
presence of a gaggles of media, of course). And almost in
the same breath he denies promoting militarism. The endless
parades and speechmaking has also been an attempt by the
Government to shift public attention away from the lies about
weapons of mass destruction on which the war was based.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is Federal Industry Minis-
ter, lan Macfarlane. Responsible for eliminating tariff protection
for Australia’s clothing, textile, footwear and car industries (a
more accurate title would be Minister for Destroying Industry).
One of Macfarlane’s favourite people is Colin Powell, who
he says, “has a number of good rules” including, “Don’t let
adverse facts get in the way of a good decision”. Nuff said.
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The Howard vision for

Medicare, as most Australians understand it and the

services it provides,

is an overwhelmingly popular

healthcare system. Even the Liberals have been forced to
pay lip service to it and as recently as last week Federal
Health Minister Tony Abbott had the following to say:

“This Government believes in Medicare. Medicare
is an article of faith. We will strengthen and protect
Medicare. And we are prepared to invest in a
stronger Medicare system.”

He was speaking in support
of his latest tilt at “reforming”
Medicare after the defeat of
the “Fairer Medicare” package
unveiled last April. Nobody ought
to be fooled by the Minister’s public
declaration of faith in Medicare.
More sincere and more passionate
was John Howard’s outburst to
Sydney radio personality John Laws
in 1987 about what he would do in
government:

“The second thing we’ll do is get
rid of the bulk-billing system, it’s an
absolute rort. We will be proposing
change to Medicare which amounts
to its de-facto dismantling... we’ll
pull it right apart. Bulk-billing will
be abolished, except for people such
as pensioners who really need it.”

Medicare was an “unmitigated

disaster”, “a human nightmare”,
“a financial monster”, “an
administrative quagmire”, “a

scandal” and a “miserable cruel
fraud”, according to the would-be
Prime Minister.

In spite of the weasel words
now used to praise Medicare, the
introduction of “Medicare Plus”
would be a giant step toward
achieving the Howard vision
of its de-facto dismantling, the
establishment of an essentially
private health care system with a
safety net for the “deserving poor”.

Smashing the
bulk-billing pillar

With the promotion of this latest
package, the Federal Government
has taken double-speak to new
levels. On behalf of all Australians,
Tony Abbott has concluded that
bulk-billing “is not the essence of
Medicare”. He would remove it
as one of the pillars of the system
— where it once stood alongside free
treatment in public hospitals and
affordable medicines through the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme.

Consistent with this down-
playing of the importance of
bulk-billing, “Medicare Plus”
contains no serious measures to
reverse the decline in bulk-billing
rates. These have slid from 80.6
per cent of doctors bulk-billing in
1996 to just 67.4 per cent at present.
The package proposes an increase
of $5 in the Medicare rebate paid
to GPs when they bulk-bill a
Commonwealth concession card
holder or child under the age of 16.
There is no $5 extra for bulk-billing
other patients.

As Doctors’ Reform Society
President Dr Tim Woodruff points
out: “General practitioners charge
an average of $13.64 co-payment
now if they don’t bulk-bill patients.
Medicare Plus offers them $5. Why
would they change?”

Mr Howard says he is confident
they will. “Five dollars will add
$15,000 to $20,000 to the income
of the average GP in one stroke”,
he told the media last week while
failing to add how much co-
payments of anything up to $100 (or

more for specialists) would add to
the bank balance.

No shortage
of money

“We do not intend to introduce
any kind of means-testing for bulk-
billing, none whatsoever”, Howard
told Parliament in March. Eight
months later there is a proposal
for bulk-billing from which only
concession card holders (who live in
poverty) and children under 16 (who
usually do not have independent
means) might benefit.

Using the hair-splitting sem-
antics favoured by the Government,
the PM has not directly violated
his previous undertaking. Doctors
could accept the present Medicare
rebate and charge other patients
no additional amount at all. The
reality is that few could meet their
overheads and remain in business
with such an approach. Ignoring
the trifling 65 cent increase in
the rebate at the beginning of this
month, the amount reimbursed by
the Commonwealth has been stuck
at around $25 for over a decade.

Some estimates have it that
the Medicare rebate for a standard
consultation is only 62 per cent
of the value it ought to be when
inflation is considered. Most
commentators say that to operate in
the way it once did to support bulk-
billing, the rebate should be between
$40 and $50.

The AMA estimates that an
increase of the rebate to more
workable $35 would cost a hefty
$500 million a year. Of course,
this option would not even be
considered by a government of
the current ideological stripe, $7.5
billion surplus or no $7.5 billion
surplus. Nor is it prepared to reduce
its $16 billion (and rising daily)
military budget — which ironically
and tragically will cost lives and
harm Australia. Far more likely
are tax cuts and other election year
sweeteners for the wealthy.

The Federal Government is
immune to arguments about the
Medicare rebate and its relationship
to declining bulk-billing rates.
In fact, Tony Abbott prefers to
blame all sorts of other weird
and wonderful causes and to play
down the rebate issue. In a speech
made last week — available on his
website under the title Bulk Billing
was never for everyone — he offers
some alternative and highly original
reasons:

“Since 1999, the percentage of
visits to the doctor which are bulk-
billed has fallen from just under
80 to just under 70 per cent... This
is partly because there are fewer
doctors per head of population
and thus less competition, partly
because the Medicare rebate has not
kept up (doctors argue) with medical
inflation but mostly because many
doctors think that ‘free medicine’ is
unprofessional.”

Using the Health Minister’s
logic, the biggest problem is that

more and more doctors are deciding
to get a bit more “professional”.

“Safety nets”

and “universality”

The Health Minister would also
have us believe that he is offended
by “welfare” being paid to those
who don’t need it. “I don’t think you
or [ or Kerry Packer or John Howard
ought to be able to roll into the local
medical practice and demand to be
bulk billed”, he told ABC’s Lateline
last week.

(It should be noted that Howard
does not object to wealthy people
putting their hands out for a $14,000
first homebuyer’s grant or having
30 per cent of their ridiculously
expensive private health insurance
paid through the government’s
Private Health Insurance Rebate
scheme.)

Bulk billing for everyone is
important — universal access to
affordable primary care is very cost
effective for (and beneficial to the
health of) the individual (rich or
poor) and the community. It is also a
public health issue.

If the likes of Howard and
Packer relied on the public system
(as did Packer in a life-threatening
emergency) along with everyone
else, that would be a virtual
guarantee of a high quality system.
And if Packer and his mates paid
their taxes, then financially we
would be way ahead.

The Private Health Insurance
Rebate scheme and other subsidies
to the private health insurance
industry cost around $3.6 billion
every year — more than enough
money to sustain universal bulk-
billing and eliminate public hospital
waiting lists and provide a public
dental scheme.

Bulk-billing for all not only
offers the prospect of better
quality services, but keeps the
overall cost down. If the principle
of bulk billing being available
to all was abandoned, then the
community would lose control over
doctor’s fees. The Government
cannot regulate doctor’s fees
directly because of the Australian
Constitution, but it can through bulk-
billing, as it does for medications
through the Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme.

In these areas at least, Mr
Abbott sticks to the generally
understood definition of the concept
of “universality” where it ultimately
helps to put money in pockets of
big businesses like the private
hospital corporations and insurance
companies.

When it comes to Medicare, a
new definition of “universality” is
trotted out. “Medicare is a universal

health insurance scheme to ensure
that no one faces unaffordable out-
of-pocket expenses because of ill
health.” Of course, the meaning
of the term “unaffordable” will be
left in the hands of those guardians
of word definitions that advise the
Health Minister.

But, more importantly, the
Minister omits to mention that no
one would face “unaffordable out-
of-pocket expenses because of ill
health” if everyone was bulk-billed.
This would be by far the best and
cheapest solution.

Even within this new definition
of “universality”, the new Medicare-
destroying program proposes
different treatment for different
categories of people. As mentioned
before, Commonwealth concession
card holders and children under 16
years might be bulk-billed and have
no further out-of-pocket expenses
from their visit to the GP as a result
of the $5 bonus paid to doctors.

For members of families that
currently receive Family Tax
Benefit (A), a refund of 80 per cent
of out-of-pocket expenses would
be paid once they total more than
$500. For all other individuals and
families, the refund is paid once
those expenses exceed $1000.

To the Minister $500 or $1000
may not sound a great deal. But to
many working people, unemployed,
retirees and students it is a great
deal of money, especially when
considered along with dental bills,
the price of medicines (a safety net
of over $600), hearing aids, glasses,
and other health needs. And, there
are no guarantees as to how big the
safety net will remain in the future.

Mr Abbott has confounded
commentators by introducing a
three-tier health system, rather than
a two-tier one!

Clearly, bulk-billing rates will
not be improved by the current
measures and very few Australians
will benefit from the “safety nets”
installed with “Medicare Plus”
given present costs.

Queue jumping

in doctor’s surgery

These people may be bulk billed
but they will become second class
citizens as far as the health system
is concerned.

“Private”, fee-paying patients
will be given 20 or 30-minute
appointments, or even longer ones.
Bulk-billed patients will wait to the
end of the queue and/or get only half
as much time as paying patients.

Yet any doctor can tell you
that it is the elderly and paediatric
patients who are more likely to need
twice as much time as the other
patients.

Already some surgeries are
doing this, with special times are set
aside for bulk-billed patients who sit
around for hours waiting their turn
and then being rushed through when
it comes.

In effect, having introduced
“hospital queue jumping” with the
30 percent Private Health Insurance
rebate, the scene is being set for
queue jumping in the doctor’s
surgery!!

Inevitably, greater numbers
of people will present in the hard-
pressed emergency departments of
public hospitals. Newspoll research
conducted for the Health Services
Union shows that nine per cent of
Australians — or 1.2 million people
— will opt to go to emergency
departments if their doctors put up
their fees or stop bulk-billing. The
latest measures will not fix this
problem.

Mind boggling
bureaucracy

Bureaucracy will not be eased.
It is set to get worse as eligibility
for families to the $500 safety
net is linked to the flawed Family
Tax Benefit scheme. This year
over 600,000 families have had
to pay back overpaid benefits to
Centrelink as they passed its various
thresholds.

To determine people’s access to
the Medicare system in future, their
status will have to be determined by
HIC Online — the same expensive
broadband facility to be placed in
doctors’ surgeries that will enable
the payment of those out-of-pocket
expenses to the patient’s bank
account three days after they pay
them up front.

This means more hassles, more
humiliation. This is exactly the
pattern of treatment that followed
the dismantling of the original bulk-
billing system (Medibank) by the
Fraser Government when Howard
was Treasurer.

No one expects the package
to do much to attract nurses and
doctors into the system and to stop
the exodus from general practice.
Much is made of items like the
234 places to be created each year
in medical schools. Graduates from
these courses would be bonded
to practice in regional, rural and
remote areas. However, by far the
most costly of any of the recruitment
items is the $432.5 million to be
spent to recruit and support 725
overseas-trained doctors by 2007.

The current crisis in GP
numbers is due to the fact that
most medical students in Australia
no longer see general practice as
viable. The Federal Government
will be encouraging a brain drain
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from developing countries to help
“fix” the problem their policies have
created.

They have  consciously
restricted Provider Numbers for
new GPs for the last five years to
reduce the bulk-billing outlays
— a tactic that was recommended by
“privatise everything” Productivity
Commission.

Labor health spokesperson
Julia Gillard actually doubts the
government will be spending $2.4
billion of “new money” over the
next four years.

She believes that it will be
more like $800,000 and that many
of the “Medicare Plus” items are
accounted for in other outlays.

In addition, the Government’s
figures are quite misleading, often
giving total figures for the next four
years — not how much next year.
Quite often the money is not spent in
later years, this has been particularly
the case in the environmental area.

However, the latest package
is proposing to put a safety net
under most out of hospital medical
services. Dental services are not
included. While there is a Medicare
Benefits Schedule — which sets
the rebate paid by the government
for services like radiology and
pathology — the existence of a
“safety net” for patients would
ensure that these costs would
go through the roof. Corporate
medicine will have no mercy when
it can reassure patients that the
Commonwealth will pick up 80 per
cent of the tab. There is no “cap” or
upper limit on what these providers
can charge.

In common with other measures
taken in the health area by the
Howard Government, “Medicare
Plus” takes money out of the
treasury vault and out of workers’
pockets and gives it to corporate
interests.

Designed to fail

The $2.4 billion estimate given
for “Medicare Plus” could well blow
out. This suits the Government’s
purposes. Speaking about his health
portfolio last week, Tony Abbott
concluded his listing of major
budget items with the following
observation:

“One thing should be obvious
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from these astronomical figures:
health care is not free.”

The careful choice of the
term “astronomical” would not be
made by someone committed to
keep paying for expensive items
like the Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme. His longer-term objective
is to have private hospitals and
other corporate service providers
dealing with patients with expensive
private health insurance. The
Commonwealth would be left to
deliver a substandard service for
those simply too poor to contribute
to corporate profits.

The immediate focus of the
package is to get the Senate’s
approval for this latest attack on
Medicare. While many of the
measures contained in “Medicare
Plus” can be implemented without
the need for parliamentary approval,
the adoption of its most important
features does require some of the
non-Labor forces in the Senate
coming on board.

“This package is the result of
talks with the Democrats”, Abbott
points out and it appears that, with
some reservations, the Democrats
and key independents like Meg
Lees have been “disarmed” by the
sophistry used to sell it. The Health
Minister expects “Medicare Plus” to
pass largely untouched through the
Senate before it rises for its break.

The Greens today are calling for
the $5 increase to be for everyone —
not just pensioners and children — as
a means of defending bulk-billing
and its universality. This would be
a step forward and would only cost
$500 million.

The provision of nurses to GPs
who bulk-bill all of their patients
would also be a strong incentive for
doctors to bulk-bill.

The coalition of forces that
has come together over recent
months to defend Medicare must
alert the people to the dishonesty
of the “safety net” propaganda
being pedalled by the Howard
Government. Those holding the
balance of power in the Senate must
be made to see that the people will
not be “disarmed” by the package
and will continue to defend all
the vital elements of Medicare.
Bulk-billing is affordable, it is the
most cost — effective and socially
desirable basis on which to build
Australia’s health system. &

MAGAZINE

Ideal gifts with a message for the New Year

Books as gifts
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$35 (p&p $4)

Covert Action - the roots of terrorism
Edited by Ellen Ray and William H Schaap

Covert Action has been the most authoritative international magazine in its field. This book brings
together a selection of key articles from the magazine presenting a comprehensive background to
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 and the current “war against terrorism”. Contributors
include Noam Chomsky, Philip Agee, Ramsey Clark and many others.

People Vs Profits
By Victor Perlo

Victor Perlo had an illustrious career as an economist. Tim Wheeler, editor of the People’s Weekly
World writes, “Vic’s writings confirm a broad historic truth: capitalist exploitation generates mass
poverty, racism, and war, even as it creates the enormous wealth that could banish these social
ills forever”. This 370-page book is a collection of articles on such topics as racism, education,
militarism, oil, agriculture, social security, Marxism, corruption and decadence and many more.

$15 (p&p $4)

The Brisbane Line: A Reappraisal
By Drew Cottle

In a review labour historian Rowan Cahill says: “The political and economic tour of pre-World War Il
Australia that Cottle takes the reader on, casts light on some dark places in the national soul, and
rattles skeletons in the closet of the ruling class; it is almost like taking a trip through a parallel
universe.

“Australian political and business heavyweights who were lauded and honoured as fine, upstanding
citizens during the 1950s and 1960s, are revealed as players in a pre-war shadow world of economic
imperatives ... and possible collaboration and betrayal.” (250 pages) Essential reading for everyone
who wants to know the facts about the Brisbane Line.

$45 (p&p $2.50)

Heroic Struggle, Bitter Defeat
By Bahman Azad

Arguably the best analysis yet published outlining the factors contributing to the dismantling of the
Soviet Union. (185 pages)

$15 (p&p $2.50)

Armageddon or Brave New World
Reflections on the hostilities in Iraq

By C G Weeramantry

The author, who was a judge of the International Court of Justice from 1991 to 2000 writes, “The
resort to armed force in Iraq is an event with the potential to turn back for centuries the clock

of human progress towards the international rule of law... Millennia of bitter conflict and struggle
were required to achieve the international rule of law and an assembly of all the nations in a world
organisation... Force, unilateral action, aggression, pre-emptive strikes and rejection of peaceful
settlement of international disputes can then become the order of the day...”

$12.50 (p&p $2.50)

Afghanistan - Washington’s Secret War
By Phillip Bonosky

This book exposes the role of the CIA in Afghanistan over many years particularly in the period when
the People’s Democratic Party led the revolutionary government of Afghanistan. (270 pages)

$16 (p&p $4)

Booklets: Any four for $10 (including postage)

The Rush to Privatisation by AnnaPha .. ........... ..t iiiinnnnnnnn. $3
Enron: Capitalism in a Nutshellby AnnaPha ... ............. ... ... ........ $3
Save Medicare by Dr. Con Costa. . . v v v v it ittt e it ettt et $1
Out of their mouths. Planning the new world order

(What US leaders have said) byAnnaPha. ... ......... ... ... ... ... ... S2
Recolonising the Solomon Islands by Peter Symon. . .. ........................ $2
A brief history of Australian Unionism and the role

of the Communist Party by WarrenSmith. . . .. .......................... $3
Good Planets are hard to find by Dr Hannah Middleton and Erna Bennett . ........... $5
Was the war against Afghanistan planned before September 11?

based on articles published by Emperor’s Clothes. . ... ..................... $3
Three Sources and three component parts of Marxism by Lenin. . . ... ............. $5
The Wages System by Frederick Engels. . . . . ... ... it i, $1
Wages, Price and Profit by Karl Marx . . ... ... . e et e e e e e $1
The Communist Manifesto by Marx andEngels . . . .. ... ... ... .. ..., S3
Zimbabwe. The struggle for land, the struggle for independence by Rob Gowland . ... .. $5
A proposal for a People’s Government - a new direction in Canberra. A CPA statement . . . $2
Communists and the Trade Unions by Jack McPhillips . ........................ $1.50
Socialism and religion. A collection of articles by Marx, Engelsand Lenin . . . ......... $3

T-Shirts - all $16 (p&p $2)

Che Guevara

Black on white and black on red in sizes M, L, XL, XXL

Lenin

Black on Red and Black on Grey in sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL

Hammer & Sickle with Southern Cross logo on sleeve and left pocket
Gold logo on Red in sizes M, L, XL, XXL

Coffee Mug
Available in burgundy colour with golden hammer and sickle emblem $10 (p&p $3)

Take out a subscription to The Guardian for a friend as a Christmas gift
Six months $45 (540 conc.)
12 months $88 (580 conc.)
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Order now from SPA Books, 65 Campbell Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010.

Payment by Cheque, Money Order or Credit Card
giving the name on the card, the card number, the type of card and the expiry date.
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Marchers say

“FTAA - No Way!”

WASHINGTON: As thousands of union members, environmental
and human rights activists massed here to protest against the Free
Trade Area of the Americas summit, hundreds of community
activists from low-income neighbourhoods, immigrants and farm
workers completed a 34-mile, three-day march on November 18,
chanting “Free Trade, No Way!” to the beat of drums and music.
Leafleters gave out information to the onlookers. Motorists honked

and flashed peace signs.

by Judith Le Blanc

The marchers traversed US
Route 1 from Broward to Miami
to tell the people of Florida and
the world that poverty at home or
anywhere in the world must end.

Truckies, schoolteachers,
students, and retirees here
participated in the “Root Cause”
march. “The FTAA will have a
huge impact on people’s everyday
lives — on the food we eat, the
water we drink, our children’s
access to education and health
care”, said Sushma Sheth, policy/
communications director for the
Miami Workers Center, one of the
organisers.

Sheth told the People s Weekly
World, “We did local community-
based organising to ensure grassroots
participation in the fight for global
justice”. The Miami Workers Center,
along with Low Income Families
Fighting Together (LIFFT), the
Coalition of Immokalee Workers and
the Power U Center sponsored the
Root Cause campaign.

They found corporate
globalisation among the common
“root causes” for the problems of
low-income workers, immigrants,
farm workers and communities of
colour. Sheth told the World, “We
researched the community impact
on wages, immigration, privatisation
and environmental racism”.

The links between Miami, the
poorest city in the US, and the
corporate agenda for the hemisphere
were dramatised by the victims of
a system run on corporate greed.
Mary Nesbitt, a marcher and leader
of LIFFT, told the World, “Trade
agreements affect everyone. Fair
trade would mean having jobs, and
being able to speak to government
officials. With the FTAA, they meet
in secret.”

Marchers were housed and
fed along the way by community
and religious groups. On the last
day, the marchers ate lunch at St
Martha’s Catholic Church, next
to the headquarters of the Miami
Catholic Archdiocese. Archbishop
John C Favalora told them, “We
wish for you a good and peaceful
journey. Together we’ll attain
justice and peace”. Florida’s
Catholic bishops have been
involved in the defence of farm
workers rights.

Marchers encountered a chilling
atmosphere when they entered
Miami. Free speech and the right to
protest were seriously threatened by
the unprecedented mobilisation of
more than 40 federal, state and local
law enforcement agencies.

Businesses closed and empty
streets in downtown Miami filled
up with police in riot gear, with
helicopters hovering overhead.

Police boats patrolled in Biscayne
Bay. Organisers were put under
surveillance ~ while = random
searches were made to intimidate
protestors during the weeks of
protest preparations. The American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and
Miami Activists, a new FTAA legal
observers group, have said they will
pursue legal action if the harassment
persists.

The Root Cause march was
timed to take place during the
ministerial meetings that are
mapping out the final outlines of
the FTAA agreement, which has
been dubbed “NAFTA on steroids”.
FTAA would create the largest “free
trade” zone in history.

Thousands of other protestors
also gathered in Miami. Comparing
last week’s actions to the anti-
World Trade Organisation protests
in Seattle in 1999, observers note
the presence of a new confidence
that corporate globalisation can and
must be stopped.

Leo Gerard, President of the
United Steel Workers of America,
referred to the more than 2000
steel workers Rapid Response team
members meeting here in Miami
as part of the massive labour,
environmental, youth, faith-based,
peace movement mobilisation
to protest the FTAA ministerial
meeting. “Thank God for the
students, for the young people out
there in the streets fighting for their
ideals”, he said.

“Thank God for the envi-
ronmentalists, family farmers, civil
rights, and anti-poverty activists.
None of us can win alone. Together
we can’t lose.”

People’s Weekly World
(abridged) &

Huge protests greet Bush'’s

Three days of co-ordinated protests against US President George
Bush’s visit to Britain were capped off with a massive march and
rally in London last Thursday. Police estimates of the number of
people taking part were revised upwards from 50,000 to 70,000
and then to 110,000. Most fair commentators put the crowd at
over 200,000. They were the biggest weekday protest in British

history.

There was a record police
presence, as well. The Metropolitan
Police had 14,000 officers on duty.
The President also had his own
entourage of 100 armed goons.

Prior to the visit, authorities had
sought to prevent demonstrators
marching past Parliament and
Whitehall before their rally in
Trafalgar Square but widespread
support for the Stop the War
demonstration brought about a last
minute back-down.

Popular left-wing London
Mayor Ken Livingstone said that

the demonstrators held the “moral
high ground” on the issues of war
and peace and that they should be
able to hold their protest “within
sight and sound of Mr Bush’s every
appearance in the capital”.

He pointed out that Londoners
were paying a massive £5 million
(A$12 million) — or £2(A$4.75) on
the council tax bill of every London
household — for the visit. “I’m sure
Londoners would rather pay £4 for
him not to come”, Mr Livingstone
added.

Prior to Bush’s arrival, peace

Fremantle
SHAKE YOUR MARACA FOR CUBA
Dance Cumbia, Salsa, Merengue and Cuban Son

Annual ACFS farewell to this year’s Brigade

Join a dance class early in the evening with Miguel Cayazaya
Then dance the night away to the rhythms of Ritmo Latino

Saturday 6th December

Maritime Union of Australia
Cnr Kwong Alley & Queen Victoria Ave Nth Fremantle

Tickets $12/$10 conc Food and drinks available

For bookings please contact ACFS on 9328 6091 or 04199 42045
All proceeds to support the Sancti Spiritus hospital in Cuba.

7:30 pm

London visit

campaigners had presented a
petition against the visit to the
British Prime Minister’s residence at
Downing Street with over 100,000
signatures. In the delegation was
US Vietnam veteran and author of
Born on the 4th of July, Ron Kovic
and Labour MP George Galloway
who said, “Ron Kovic’s presence
demonstrated an important message
that we have nothing against the
people of America, but we despise
their president”.

Mr Galloway also voiced the
anger of the movement at the slavish
pro-Bush stance of UK Prime
Minister Tony Blair who had “lied
to parliament, lied to the country
and, perhaps more seriously, lied to
the armed forces”.

Despite the overwhelming
evidence that he was not welcome,
Bush was greeted at Heathrow
Airport by Prince Charles and
taken by helicopter to Buckingham
Palace where he spent his three
nights in Britain. Continual protests
precluded any “meet the people”
photo opportunities.

Last week’s noisy and high-
spirited protests built up to the
huge event on Thursday at which
at 17-foot high statue was brought
down in mock emulation of the
staged toppling of a Saddam
Hussein monument towards the
“end of major combat operations”
in Iraq earlier this year. On this
occasion a genuine and large
crowd was on hand to witness the
symbolic act. &
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Turkey

US imperialism

“It can easily be understood from Bush and Blair’s statements who
benefited from the bombs. The two leaders of imperialism look at the
bloodshed in Istanbul and reiterate their call for ‘struggle against
international terrorism’. The bombs benefit imperialism and those
who are trying to further condemn Turkey to the arms of the US”,
the Communist Party of Turkey said in a statement following the

suicide bombings outside British embassy in Istanbul.

US planes have once again
commenced bombing Iraqi cities,
and the occupying coalition has met
an impasse. “Imperialist aggression
has found a new excuse based on
terror”.

The  Communist Party
statement says, “Our country is
being pushed into imperialism’s
evil front”. It is not a coincidence
that the attacks have occurred
at the same time as Turkey was
to send troops and a governor to
Afghanistan.

The fundamentalist Islamist
organisations were produced to be
the puppets of the US, and today
they continue to serve their masters.
Just as it is clear that the Istanbul

attacks have helped the US, it is
definite that the fundamentalists are
not independent actors, the Party
said.

“US imperialism and its puppet
fundamentalists have drowned
Turkey in blood. And while the
blood of our people is being shed,
our country is being administered
by a pro-US/Fundamentalist
coalition.

“The Communist Party of
Turkey extends its condolences to
the loved ones of those who have
lost their lives in this attack, and
calls on our patriotic public to attend
the funerals in order to show its
power and solidarity to imperialism
and its puppets.” @&

contributions:

That brings the total to: $528.

Name on credit card

Urgent Baghdad Hospital Appeal

The Appeal got off to a great start with contributions from
individuals and several Party branches but this week the
contributions fell behind. The aim is to raise $2000 before

the end of the year to assist a Baghdad hospital with the
purchase of much needed medications and other supplies. The
Guardian urges all readers to contribute what they can afford
to this Appeal. Money collected will be conveyed to the Iraqi
Communist Party for distribution in Baghdad.

Our warmest thanks to the following for their generous

Joan Carey $100, Rob Gowland $20.

donate $.......ccoo...... to the above appeal.

| agree/do not agree to having my contribution
acknowledged in The Guardian.

Contributions by cheque, money order or credit card giving
name on the card, card number and expiry date.

Credit card

Expiry date
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Britain

No care for the aged

Last week the TV screens brought us images resembling a re-
enactment of some Royal occasion from the 19th century. We
saw Her Royal Majesty in full regal costume, glittering with
diamonds, and riding high on a carriage and wallowing in all the
pomp and ceremony was George Dubya. It was certainly a great
photo opportunity for the women’s magazines and padding news
broadcasts. What we did not see was the real England under Tory
“New Labor” leader Tony Blair. The following article from New
Worker, paper of the New Communist Party of Britain, shows real
life for elderly people who do not wear tiaras.

A Mori poll commissioned by
the public sector union, Unison,
found that 75 per cent of adults think
the Government should provide free
personal care for all elderly people
who need it. And the BBC’s poll
for its Your NHS (National Health
Service) day found that free long-
term care of the elderly was the
public’s top priority.

While great strides have been
made in Scotland and some progress
in Wales and the north of Ireland,
older people in England who
need personal or nursing care face
means-testing and bills running into
the thousands.

The Royal Commission
on Long-Term Care presented
its report in 1999. It made
24 recommendations and the
Government accepted and
implemented many of these. But
it rejected the key one on personal
care and insists on means-testing.

This is degrading and
impoverishes older people. Many
people who are by no means
wealthy but who have a small
amount of savings and/or own their
own home are forced to deplete
their savings and sell their home to
fund their care.

Around 70,000 people had to
sell their homes last year to pay for
their care.

Outside of Scotland, all personal
care (help with washing, feeding,
dressing, bathing and so on)

continues to be means tested. Only
those with capital/savings under
£18,500 (approx. A$45,000) get
their personal care needs provided
free.

The Government says it has
introduced free nursing care for
older people in nursing homes.
But what is “free” nursing care?
“Nursing care” is restricted to the
care provided by a registered nurse.
This means the care provided by
nursing and healthcare assistants is
classified as “personal care” and has
to be paid for.

Scotland is paving the way
in the provision of state-funded
personal care.

As of July 2002, free nursing
and personal care came a step closer
thanks to the introduction of a series
of grants and allowances for people
receiving care.

Nightmare of
private agencies

A BBC Panorama programme
earlier this month exposed the
appalling levels of services
provided by many private agencies
who are contracted by local
authority social service departments
to visit the elderly in their own
homes to provide personal and
nursing care.

Visits are often missed and
patients left in urine-soaked beds

Around 70,000 people
had to sell their homes
last year to pay for their care.

for long hours. Care workers are
untrained and do not know how to
lift them onto commodes, how to
wash them or provide basic care.
They are also under pressure to
work very quickly.

An under-cover reporter who
took a job with one of the agencies
said that when she arrived at the
home of one helpless 92-year-old,
after giving her a meal, did not
know how to move her on the a
commode (a job that in hospital
would require two nurses working
together).

When she called her employer
for advice, she was told to put a
clean incontinence pad over the
dirty one.

“It’s bad enough going into
someone’s home and trying to help
them without a clue what they need
or how to do it”, said the reporter.

“It’s even worse when you
phone the people who are supposed
to support you and they can’t help.
It just makes you feel completely
useless.”

The reporter was supposed to
see 10 people a day — then another
four were added. She said: “I had no
idea I would be as upset by what I
saw as | have been ... it’s made me
terrified of getting old”.

Carers are paid around £4.80
(A$12) an hour for this work.

The Right to Care
campaign

The Right to Care campaign last
week handed a 100,000-signature
petition into Number Ten Downing
Street to demand that long-term care
of the sick and elderly should be
available free on the NHS.

Right to Care is campaigning
for all nursing and personal care
to be free at the point of use across
Britain.

Over 20 national organisations,
including Unison, want all of the
recommendations of the Royal
Commission to be implemented.
This includes its central
recommendation that all nursing
and personal care should be
available on the basis of need, free
at the point of use and funded from
general taxation. &

INTERNATIONAL

Iraqi family takes legal action
against British Government

British peace campaigners welcomed an Iraqi family’s decision
to take legal action against the Ministry of Defence (MoD) for the
death of ten relatives in the illegal war on Iraq.

The Manchester-based Ham-
oodis will be making legal history,
as it is possibly the first time that
any government has faced a civil

Sydney
Australian Aid for Ireland Presents

Bobby Sands
Memorial Night

Special guest Jim Neeson
(Sinn Féin International Department)
Featuring
Shin Dig, Martin Doherty
and Denis Kevans
Saturday 29 November
7.30pm
Illinois Hotel

1315 Parramatta Rd, Five Dock
(cnr Arlington Road)

Contact Stephen Lawler 0411 559 149

claim for unlawful killing or its role
in a war.

Three generations of the family
died on April 5, when coalition
forces destroyed their home in
Basra, southern Iraq. The troops
had been hunting Saddam Hussein’s
cousin Ali Hasan Majid, who was
living in a house nearby.

Mazin Hamoodi, who left Iraq
27 years ago, recalled the painful
moment when he first heard of the
slaughter of his family.

“I found out in the news that my
family had gone. I am still feeling
it now. I feel dead inside, to be
honest.”

The MoD said that it would
contest the action and claimed that
its troops had acted “legally and

properly”.

Civil rights lawyer Imran Khan
said that the claim could lead to
some redress for the family, as
well as testing the legality of the
aggression against Iraq.

He said that, if the case is won,
“that would suggest that the war was
illegal because it was based on some
misconstrued assumptions”.

Stop the War Coalition
convenor Lindsey German wished
the Hamoodis “every success” in
winning their claim.

“The government was prepared
to act illegally and recklessly
and now it deserves to be held to
account for the killing of thousands
of innocent people”, she added.

Veteran peace campaigner and
Labour MP Jeremy Corbyn also
welcomed the action.

“This is one of many legal
actions that will be taken all over
the world concerning the occupation
of Iraq”, he predicted. &

Global briefs

RUSSIA: Russia’s parliamentary election campaign started
on November 7. Russia’s Central Election Commission has
registered 18 parties and five blocks. The majority are un-
likely to clear the five percent threshold required to enter
the Duma Lower House of parliament. The main pro-Putin
party, United Russia, has gained strength in recent opinion
polls, pushing ahead of the Communist Party, which retains
strong support. The most recent nation-wide poll, which was
conducted in late October, found that 30 per cent of voters
supported United Russia, compared to 23 per cent for the
Communist Party. The elections are due on December 7.

IRAQ: The American occupiers have employed lIsraeli-style
tactics in demolishing the houses of suspected guerrilla fight-
ers. Families are given about five minutes before their homes
and belongings are demolished. With winter approaching,
no work and no prospects to earn a living in the near future,
the loss of a home will be the last straw for many families.

UKRAINE: The Ukrainian parliament elected Adam Mar-
tynyuk, one of the country’s Communist leaders, as first
deputy speaker in the house. As many as 291 lawmakers
backed Martynyuk, who needed to get 226 votes for approval.

USA: The European Union, Japan, South Korea, China and
other steel exporters are threatening to hit the United States
with the largest trade sanctions in the history of the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) following a ruling that US tariffs
on steel imports are illegal. Pascal Lamy, the EU’s trade com-
missioner, said that the grouping would impose tariffs of up to
100 percent on some US exports from December 15 unless
America dropped its steel charges. Under WTO rules the retali-
ation need not be on steel but other exports. Japan, China and
South Korea also threaten heavy tariffs if the US does not back
down. This creates a political dilemma for Bush the US Presi-
dent on the eve of an election year, having promised US steel
companies at least three years of protection against imports.

Lesotho: On November 10, thousands of workers marched
to the headquarters of the Employers’ Association of Leso-
tho carrying a petition protesting against an offer of a 5.5
percent wage increase by textile factories. Alleging that the
protest turned violent, police fired tear gas and rubber bul-
lets at the crowd. In the ensuing confusion, a woman was
trampled to death, and a man reportedly died later in a hos-
pital. Police then arrested the union two leaders of Lesotho’s
Factory Workers Union (FAWU) — Billy Macaefa and Willie
Matheo. The union said police allegations of property dam-
age and public disorder were baseless and that police failed
to warn the protestors before opening fire. The union also
said it would sue the police for their unjustified attack.
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Socialism
of a new kind.....

In the past two months in Perth
we have received visits from three
representatives of successful
movements for social and
political change; Alvaro Guzman
who is the National Director of
the Bolivarian Student Front
in Venezuela, Nidia Diaz who
is an elected parliamentary
representative of the Farabundi
Marti Liberation Front (FMLN)
in El Salvador and Kassim Abood
of the Iraqi Migrant Council
based in Sydney.

Alvaro Guzman spoke of the
rise of Bolivarian Democracy and
the government of Hugo Chavez
in Venezuela which have given
hope and power to many sectors
of Venezuelan society which had
previously been marginalised and
excluded from the running of the
government in that country.

Nidia Diaz of the FMLN in
El Salvador, was previously a
guerrilla commander in the armed
struggle against the US backed
military right wing dictatorship
in that country and through this
struggle gave the people hope and
courage to win back the control of
their country.

When elections were held in
the 1990s, the FMLN won enough
seats to become a major force for
social and political change and
for defending the rights and the
interests of ordinary and working
class Salvadoreans.

They have spoken out on
the privatisation of state run
industries and infrastructure and

the Dollarisation of the Salvadorean
economy. In March 2004, the FMLN
will have their best opportunity yet
to win sufficient seats to be able to
form a government in their own
right.

Kassim Abood who though he
resides in Australia is in regular
and direct contact with the Iraqi
Communist Party, spoke of the
challenges and successes which
confront the people and the
Communist Party of Iraq in the
aftermath of the US invasion and
now occupation of that country.
There are members of the party
who are on the interim governing
council and they also hold two
important ministerial positions on
the “cabinet” of this council. There
has also been a great resurgence
of people wanting to join the
Communist Party in Iraq with there
being 17 branches in Bagdad alone.

In each of these three contexts
there has been the development of
a political force which has sought
to challenge the politics of the
status quo with its direct links to big
business and US imperialism.

Each of these movements
for social and political change
also confront traditional ideas for
socialist revolutionary change
that are considered doctrinaire in
the West, where Lenin, Stalin and
Mao are followed unquestionably,
notwithstanding the revolutions in
Russia, China, North Korea and
Eastern Europe which have become
stagnant or the bright lights of
capitalism have overtaken them.

In the progressive movements
for social and political change
mentioned above and also in Cuba,
they successfully utilise an anti-
imperialist and socialist/Marxist

spirit as a vehicle for challenging
the liberal democratic capitalist
ideal that the West would like the
world to see as the unquestioned
model.

In addition, the key to the
success of the movements for
change in each of these three
countries is that they pay very
careful attention to local conditions,
are mass movements because
ordinary people want to join them
and they forge close links with
other progressive forces which have
political power (both nationally and
internationally).

If the CPA wishes to survive
and more importantly, to GROW,
it needs to look at the success of the
movements for social and political
change in these countries and reflect
on how it can rise from obscurity
and capture the popular will of the
people.

Richard Titelius
Perth, WA

Asbestos victims
treated like culprits

I refer to Peter Mac’s story
“Asbestos compensation funds
falling short” (The Guardian
5-11-03). I personally feel nothing
but contempt for the system that
machinates to swindle sick and
dying people from fair resolution.
I know, as I too, furtively fell prey
to the insurance hounds.

Since mine is a very long story I
dare not go into detail.

But suffice to say that after nine
years of judicial process, all I’ve
ended up with is a paltry $10,000 as

a settlement, plus a modest pension
from the “Dust Diseases Board”.

As the battle line is drawn, and
years drag on, one is bound by their
compulsion to seeing countless
doctors in partnership with the
insurance industry. These doctors
know how to strip you of what’s left
of your dignity, and make you feel
as though you are the culprit rather
than the sufferer. All of this is to the
detriment of your sanity, especially
when your defence is ebbing, as
the mind is being tortured with the
knowledge of being very sick, and
finally becoming polarised with
worry!

How you are expected to comply
with their demands is beyond my
comprehension. I conclude by
saying it’s hard to prove false what
is evident on cat-scans and X-rays!
But they try until they wear you
down to sign.

A Attard
Queensland

150th Anniversary of
Eureka Stockade

December next year will be the
150" Anniversary of the Eureka
Stockade when Ballarat miners
conducted their famous armed
rebellion.

That great thinker and advocate
of the working class, Karl Marx,
had a high opinion of Eureka. Marx
wrote:

“The revolutionary movement
in Victoria arises from the following
important circumstances. The gold
prospectors demanded the abolition
of the Licences, i.e. the abolition
of a direct tax on labour; secondly,

they insisted on the abolition of the
property qualifications for members
of Parliament, and in this way they
would themselves receive the right
to control taxes and legislation. It
is not difficult to notice that these
in reality are the same reasons
which led to the declaration of
independence of the United States
of America, but with this difference,
that in Australia the opposition
against the monopolies united with
the colonial bureaucrats arises from
the workers.”

I think the Communist Party of
Australia should plan an appropriate
celebration of the Anniversary
showing the significance of Eureka
in Australian history.

Alan Miller,
Marden, SA

Only half the truth

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair, speaking of the latest
bombings in Istanbul, said that
the fanatics of terror showed
themselves to be callous, brutal
murderers of the innocent. (ABC
AM, 21/11/2003)

So they did, and so they are.

A few days earlier, the United
States launched a rain of air attacks
on civilian areas in Iraq, including
the use of 500 kg bombs and the
total destruction of a mansion said
to be owned by a resistance leader.

Not a word of criticism from
any world leader for this atrocity. As
Sir Isaac Newton said, “For every
action there is an equal and opposite
reaction.”

Col Friel
Alawa, NT

Culture
& Life

Quick quiz: For how long has
former Yugoslav President
Slobodan Milosevic been in
prison, despite not having been
convicted of any crime? Answer:
Since June 28, 2001.

by Rob Gowland

On November 8, hundreds of
people, who had come from all
over Europe and North America,
demonstrated outside Scheveningen
Prison in The Hague. They
were protesting the continued
incarceration and persecution of
Milosevic.

One of their banners
encapsulated the issues: “Free
Milosevic, jail Bush”.

It was during the Presidency
of Bush’s father that the US had
seriously set about the task of
dismembering Yugoslavia. The
country was still a major player
in the non-aligned movement
(encouraging countries to reject
military ties to the US), it straddled
a potential oil pipeline route to
Europe from the Caucases, and it
would make an excellent base from
which to threaten Russia if that
country refused to accept Third
World status.

The US used two principal
allies in dismembering Yugoslavia:
German capitalists and Islamic
fundamentalists. German
imperialism had never given up the
idea of a “greater Germany” (just
because Hitler had failed to pull it
off did not make the idea invalid).

Germany intrigued to sever the

former Nazi puppet state of Croatia
from Yugoslavia. Not surprisingly,
Germany was the first state to
recognise Croatia after the neo-
Nazi Tudjman lead it to bloody
independence with German funds
and German-supplied US weapons
— and began ethnically cleansing the
country of its Serbian minority.

Meanwhile the US was
using its Islamic connections
(including “freedom fighters” from
Afghanistan) to foment civil war
in and ultimately detach Bosnia.
Slobodan Milosevic, as leader of
the Socialist Party of Serbia and
later as President of what was left
of Yugoslavia, worked tirelessly to
keep war away from the remaining
republics of Yugoslavia.

But he refused to bow down
to the US and Germany (and later
Britain). As readers of The Guardian
will know, this led eventually to
NATO’s Air War on Yugoslavia and
the occupation of Kosovo.

Islamic fundamentalism and
the Albanian Mafia were allies
of the US in the war to (defacto)
detach Kosovo from Serbia (in
order to establish the largest US
base outside the US itself).

It was during the breaking
up of Yugoslavia and especially
the war over Kosovo that the
techniques of disinformation and
demonisation were perfected. The
same techniques that have been used
since then against governments from
Venezuela to Haiti, Zimbabwe to
Iraq, indeed against any government
that refuses to be ordered around by
Washington.

As the democratically elected
President of a defiant Yugoslavia,
Milosevic was a rallying point for
those governments that wanted
to pursue an independent line in
the face of increasingly heavy US
pressure.

But, in the eyes of Washington,
as George W Bush put it “those who
are not with us are against us”.

Milosevic was kidnapped from
Belgrade and brought before the
International Criminal Tribunal for
the Former Yugoslavia. This is a
“court” established exclusively and
solely to try war crimes and crimes
against humanity in the former
Yugoslavia.

Although there are innumerable
examples of war crimes by NATO
troops against Yugoslav civilians,
and by both Tudjman’s fascists and
assorted fundamentalist fanatics,
the “court” has concentrated almost
exclusively on Serbian military and
civilian leaders.

Former US Attorney General
Ramsey Clark, an outspoken
opponent these days of US war
plans, says the tribunal is itself
illegal and that the UN had no
right to set it up. (That it did so
under Anglo/US arm twisting goes
without saying.)

Milosevic, with little in the way
of resources, has defended himself
with such vigour and skill that
at one stage it looked like a rout
reminiscent of the Nazis’ failed trial
against Dimitrov over the Reichstag
fire. But the imperialists are not to
be cheated of their prey.

While Milosevic is denied
proper medical care (his blood
pressure is now reported to be
dangerously high), the prosecution
is attempting to wheel in some
hopefully big guns.

In a piece of damning irony,
one of the real war criminals
from NATO’s war on Yugoslavia
is going to appear as a witness
against Milosevic. That is Retired
US General Wesley Clark, who, as
NATO commander, planned and led
NATO?’s illegal war on Yugoslavia.

Clark told reporters the US
Government had authorised his
participation (I’ll bet it has),
and that lawyers from the State
Department and the Pentagon would
accompany him.

Clark was responsible for
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NATO’s deliberate targeting and
bombing of civilians and civilian
infrastructure (a war crime,
remember). His bombing campaign
was responsible for the deaths of
upwards of 4000 Yugoslav civilians
and the wounding and maiming of
thousands more.

1 visited Belgrade shortly after
the bombing. I saw hospitals and
other non-military buildings that
had been carefully picked out
for precision assault by missiles
and bombs, in order to create
maximum terror among the civilian
population.

If the Hague Tribunal were
about justice, Clark would be in
the dock, not Milosevic. Instead,
Clark is campaigning for the US
Democratic presidential nomination
— as an anti-war candidate!

Clark’s anti-war posture
appears to be not that he’s against
war as such, but simply that
he’s against the mess that Bush
is making of the war in Iraq.
Meanwhile, Milosevic, a true anti-
war campaigner, has languished
in prison for two and a half years,
being punished for defying the
superpower of capital. &
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Rob Gowland

previews

ABC & SBS
public television
programs

Sun November 30 ~
~ Sat December 6

One of the strengths of Kevin
Brownlow’s meticulously
researched series Hollywood:
A Celebration Of The American
Silent Film (ABC 5.00pm
Sundays) is the attention it
gives to Hollywood’s use of
special effects, trick photography
and — in this week’s episode
— stuntmen.

Silent films are remembered for
their physical gags — always good
for a laugh and over in a second. But
behind these gags lay the planning,
courage and skill of the stunt men.

Stunt men did everything — high
dives, car wrecks, upsetting wagons,
swapping from motor cycles to
planes. The most famous stunt flyer,
Ormer Locklear, was killed in the
middle of a film. The production
company capitalised on the tragedy.

S cable outfit The Dis-

covery Channel has a lot
of airtime to fill, so it makes a lot
of use of padding and specula-
tion (“Some think this may have
been ...”) when short of real facts.

In the Discovery program The
Real Jason And The Argonauts
(ABC 7.30pm Sunday), experts
(mainly American) postulate that
the myth of Jason and the Argonauts
was actually a highly embellished
account of an early explorer/
merchant who made a landmark
trading expedition from Mycenae
in Greece to the Black Sea (the end
of the world to Ancient Greeks), to
trade dyed fleeces for gold.

At the same time, a Greek
archaeologist, on the basis of
seemingly very skimpy evidence,
believes she has dug up Jason’s
home town.

What would have made a
moderately interesting little short is
buried under the weight of excessive
speculation, portentous music,

and some particularly wooden re-
enactments.

But if the preceding program

is poor science, Atlantis
Reborn Again, screening on
Compass (ABC 10.50pm Sunday),
is unabashed anti-science.

We are in Von Daniken country,
here, this time with best selling
author Graham Hancock, ‘“the
latest exponent of the theory of a
lost ancient global civilisation”. In
his book, Fingerprints of the Gods,
he claims that all civilisations can
be traced back to a sophisticated
society of astronomer-priests whose
civilisation was destroyed in a flood
12,000 years ago.

Hancock’s fantasies of an
ancient civilisation are silly, but the
ruling class uses such unscientific
“theories” to undermine the concept
that society develops in accordance
with scientific laws, to undermine
Historical Materialism.

Scientists  attempting  to
expose his specious claims are
refered to (including by the ABC,
I’m sad to say) as “conventional
scientists”, thus elevating Hancock
to the level of a scientist, albeit an
“unconventional” one.

This is pernicious, anti-scientific
rubbish. It is not surprising that it is
on the ABC’s religious program.

ids Warriors: Aids And The

Angolan Military, screen-
ing in Cutting Edge (SBS 8.30pm
Tuesday), deals with the campaign
being waged by the Angolan army
to stave off the encroaching AIDS
epidemic in that country.

What is interesting is the
involvement of the US Defence
Department, why is it providing
experts and material assistance to
Angola, where for 30 years they
supported the UNITA rebels against
the Marxist government?

The New York Times of July 24,
2003 provides the answer: “Angola
has become an important oil source
for the United States making the
health of soldiers a strategic as well
as a humanitarian goal”.

Of course, if you believe
that any department of the US
Government is concerned about
humanitarian issues when oil is
involved, well, give my regards to
the tooth fairy the next time you see
her.

suppose it must be me, but
I find Bruce Petty’s aging
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A meticulously researched series - Hollywood: A Celebration Of The American Silent Film

undergraduate humour only inter-
mittently amusing and frequently
tedious. His latest series, Human
Contraptions (ABC 9.20pm
Tuesdays), comprises five or six-
minute shorts on such topics as
law, education, sex, finance, glo-
balism, art, media, medicine and
government.

I suspect some people declare
Petty’s work to be funny only to
show that they “got” his symbolism.
Despite its brevity, I found this
week’s episode, Law, to be
tiresome.

ore unscientific nonsense

must have been produced
over the years about Easter Island
and its statues than about anything
else except the Great Pyramid.
However, The Mystery of Easter
Island, a BBC Horizon documen-
tary screening on The Big Picture
(ABC 8.30pm Wednesday), is a
straight-forward, scientific exposi-
tion of the island’s real history, how
(and why) the statues were carved,
and what really happened to the
people of the island.

Very interesting, and full of
lessons for us all.

he final episode of Believe

Nothing (ABC 9.00pm
Thursday) ends with a bang, caused
by a video recorder filled with plu-
tonium. It’s hard to see how a sequel
could possibly be forthcoming.

In the course of the episode,
however, there is a most ingenious
explanation advanced as to why
global warming is a myth.

strongly suspect that the new

light drama series Rescue Me
(ABC 9.30pm Thursdays) is writ-
ten by the same sort of people as the
characters in it. Not being a young
urban (or upwardly mobile) profes-
sional any more (if, indeed, I ever
was), I found its supposed charms
hard to discern.

The characters are obsessed
with sex and relationships, leading
lives that are actually extremely
narrow and shallow. The ABC is
billing it as a sophisticated comedy
(even suggesting comparisons with
“the classics of the ’30s and ’40s, to
Katharine Hepburn and Cary Grant
in The Philadelphia Story”).

Don’t you believe it: there is no
resemblance, whatsoever. The brittle
dialogue, clever wit and brilliant

direction of the classic comedies
is not in evidence here. View it as
light drama and you just might find
it agreeable.

Port Davey, a sheltered inlet

on Tasmania’s wild S-W tip,
was home to a settlement of timber
getters until they chopped down all
the Huon Pines (which grow for up
to 3000 years).

Then it was a whaling settlement
until they killed off all the whales
and had to leave again.

Then it was a fishing area for
crayfish — thousands were taken
by scores of boats. Fortunately, the
government stepped in to stop the
crayfish going the way of the whales
and the pine trees.

On Richard Morecroft Goes
Wild: Return To Port Davey (ABC
6.30pm Saturday) we accompany
two old-time cray fishermen back
to Part Davey to see what it’s like
now. Bleakly beautiful, barren, with
a sustainable crayfish population,
apparently.

This is an interesting program
about working people and their
very different attitudes to their
work. &
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As Iraq death toll rises,
SO do war profits

As the roster of dead and wounded in Iraq grows longer, George W
Bush is pleading that the people of the US stay the course despite
admissions by his administration that the occupation has become

a “long, hard slog”.
by Tim Wheeler

But Bush faces tough questions,
including this one: Why does he
demand the ultimate sacrifice from
our nation’s [US] working-class
youth while his wealthy contributors
make no sacrifice at all? On the
contrary, Halliburton and Bechtel,
with crony ties to the Bush White
House, have reaped a bonanza in
war profits.

Are US soldiers and countless
Iraqis dying to insure blood money
for Halliburton, and its subsidiary,
Kellogg Brown & Root (KBR)?
How much of the USUS$87 billion
just approved by Congress for
Iraq will end up in the coffers of
Chevron-Texaco, and JP Morgan,
two other Iraq contractors?

Halliburton-KBR, the Houston-
based oil-field equipment corp-
oration, secured a US$2.3 billion
no-bid, cost-plus contract for the
so-called “reconstruction of Iraq”,
the largest single contract awarded
so far. The trail of money and
death leads to Halliburton’s former
CEO, Dick Cheney, who received
a US$33 million severance package
when he stepped down to become
Bush’s running mate. Cheney is still
receiving deferred payments from
the corporation, a case of cashing
in on the death and misery of US
military personnel deployed in Iraq.

Similar corrupt deals in Iraq
have been granted to the Bechtel
Corporation (US$1.03 billion),
International American Products
(US$527 million), Perini Corp.
(US$525 million), Fluor (US$500
million), and the Washington Group
International (US$500 million).

The CBS news program, 60
Minutes, carried a feature story on
Halliburton. The program pointed
out that many of the key decisions
in the Iraq war and its aftermath
have been made by the Pentagon’s
Defence Policy Board (DPB). The
30 members of this secretive body
“are a “Who’s Who’ of former
government and senior military
officials. ... Nine have ties to
corporations that have won US$76
billion in defence contracts in just
two years.”

Among the DPB members are
Richard Perle, who has longstanding
ties to Boeing, and retired General
Jack Sheehan, Vice President of the

Bechtel Corp.
Neoconservatives like Cheney,
Defence  Secretary = Donald

Rumsfeld, Assistant Secretary of
Defence Paul Wolfowitz, and the
DPB have played the central role
in drawing up and implementing

the pre-emptive and unilateral war
strategy against Iraq.

One of the principal motives for
the unilateralism was to oust France,
Germany, and Russia, each of which
had billions of dollars in Iraqi
investments, and to hand these juicy
plums over to Bush-connected US
corporations. Iraq holds the second
largest oil reserves in the world after
Saudi Arabia.

A windfall in Bush’s

election coffers

The Centre For Public Integrity
released a report October 30, titled
Windfalls of War: US Contractors
in Iraq and Afghanistan. The report
charges that 70 US corporations with
USS$8 billion in no-bid contracts in
Iraq have donated US$500,000 to
the Bush 2004 election campaign
(cheap at the price). Since 1990, the
report adds, these same companies
have poured US$49 million into
the coffers of mostly Republican
candidates for federal and state
political office.

Chevron-Texaco, listed in the
report as a major US government
contractor and Republican donor,
joined five other international oil
companies selected by the Iraqi
State Oil Marketing Organisation
to market Iraqi oil. JP Morgan,
the nation’s second largest bank,
which was implicated in the Enron
scandal, has been contracted by the
Iraq Coalition Provisional Authority
(CPA) to run a consortium of 13
banks that will constitute the Trade
Bank of Iraq.

A White House

cover-up

The Centre charged that they
were hampered in their research by
administration secretiveness and
stonewalling. Many of the contracts
have been classified secret in the
name of national security, a perfect
cover for corporate and government
thievery. But the people are paying
with their tax dollars and their
sons’ and daughters’ blood, and
understandably demand to know
how their money is being spent in
Iraq.

During debate on the
administration’s request for US$87
billion for the occupation of Iraq
and Afghanistan, October 15,
Democrat Rep. Henry Waxman,
ranking member of the House
Committee on Government Reform

said, “There is growing evidence
that favoured contractors like
Halliburton and Bechtel are getting
sweetheart deals that are costing the
taxpayers a bundle but delivering
scant results”.

Waxman cited a deal in which
Halliburton was paid US$162.5
million by the Pentagon in the six
months since the war ended to truck
61 million gallons of gasoline from
Kuwait into Iraq, at about US$2.65
per gallon. The gas was then sold
in Iraq for 4-15 cents per gallon.
The difference was made up by US
taxpayers.

Waxman and Democrat Repre-
sentative John Dingell wrote a
joint letter to National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice in her
new position as overseer of the Iraq
occupation. “The US Government
is paying nearly three times more
for gasoline from Kuwait than it
should and is then reselling this
gasoline at a huge loss inside Iraq”,
they wrote. “Whether this is due to
incompetence, malfeasance, or some
other reason, the waste of taxpayer
dollars must be stopped.”

Waxman and Dingell point out
that Bush requested US$900 million
for “fuel imports” in the US$87
billion Iraq aid package.

The big Iraqi
oil grab

In a letter dated May 2,
Lt General Robert B Flowers of
the US Army Corps of Engineers
which is handling the Iraqi contracts
informed Waxman that the Bush
administration was preparing a
new contract to replace the original
US$2.3 billion Halliburton deal.

This new plan would be
“long term” and involve not only
extinguishing oil well fires and
repair of Iraqi oilfield equipment. It
would also put Halliburton in charge
of “operation” of Iraqi oilfields and
“distribution” of Iraqi oil. The real
value of this contract to Halliburton
would be at least US$7 billion.

Waxman fired off a reply to
Flowers: “These new disclosures
are significant and seem at odds
with the administration’s repeated
assurances that Iraqi oil belongs to
the Iraqi people”, he wrote.

Two members of the Iraqi
Governing Council met in
Washington with Waxman staff
members, telling them, “the costs
to the American taxpayer of many
reconstruction projects could
be reduced by 90 percent if the
contracts were awarded to local
Iraqi companies rather than to
large government contractors like
Halliburton or Bechtel”.

He cites as an example a war-

re US soldiers and countless Iraqis
dying to insure blood money for Halliburton,
and its subsidiary, Kellogg Brown & Root(KBR)?

idled cement plant in Northern
Iraq. Major General David Petraeus
announced it would cost US$15
million to reopen the plant if the job
were assigned to Bechtel. But Iraqis
restored production for US$80,000.

Privatising Iraq

New laws drafted by Bush’s
Iraq czar, Paul Bremer, and unveiled
September 21, allow foreign
investors to own 100 percent of any
Iraqi assets and to remit profits and
royalties when they choose.

A key adviser to Bremer is
Wall Street investor, Tom Foley,
a generous Bush contributor. He
cooked up a scheme to invite 14
Eastern European finance officials
to Baghdad to give advice about
privatisation. They included the
notorious Yegor Gaidar, who
presided over the Russian mass
privatisations of the early 1990s,
Moscow News reports.

As if on cue, Iraq’s new
oil Minister, Ibrahim Bahr al-
Uloum, handpicked by the Bush
administration, announced that his
main aim is privatisation of Iraqi
oil.

Stop the looting,
bring the troops
home!

Iraq war profiteering is stirring a
backlash in the US among families
angry that their sons and daughters
have been placed in harm’s way to
enrich Cheney and his ilk.

The Institute for Southern
Studies, based in Durham, NC,
recently unveiled its “Stop the War
Profiteers Campaign”. Supporters
are invited to sign an online petition.
(see below for address)

The petition demands that
Congress investigate the war
profiteering, enact an “excess profits

tax” on the profiteers, and end the
“corporate take-over and selling off
of Iraq’s industry and resources ...
that they be returned immediately to
the Iraqi people.”

Dr Rania Masri, a co-ordinator
of the campaign, declares, “A
handful of Bush-connected
corporations are poised to make
billions in profits while US troops
are killed almost daily and Iraq
plunges deeper into a colonial
nightmare. Halliburton, Bechtel,
MCI and other war profiteers are
part of a larger invasion by outside
corporate interests hoping to control
the wealth and resources of Iraq
wealth and resources that belong to
the Iraqi people.”

So far, 600 organisations,
including Veterans for Peace, New
York Labor Against the War, Global
Exchange and United for Peace and
Justice, as well as authors Noam
Chomsky, Jim Hightower and
Howard Zinn, have signed on to the
campaign’s founding statement.

Democrat Representative Dennis
Kucinich, a Democratic presidential
contender, has also spoken out
against the war profiteering. In his
announcement speech October 13
in Cleveland he laid out his plan to
end the war: “Number one, that the
UN will handle all the oil assets on
behalf of the Iraqi people with no
privatisation. ... Number two, that
the UN will handle the contracts.
No more Halliburton sweetheart
deals. No more war profiteers, no
more contracts going to political
contributors of the administration.
... We need to bring the UN in and
bring our troops home.”

If you have access to the Internet,
sign-on to
wwwsouthernstudies.org, and
add your name to the petition.
People’s Weekly World, paper of
Communist Party USA.

Abridged, for full text visit:
www.pww@org &
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