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by Anna Pha
One Bill specifically targets 

building and construction work-
ers and their right to collective 
bargaining, strike action and union 
organisation. Another sets out to 
deny workers in “small businesses” 
protection from legally binding 
awards.

The Minister specifically 
targeted nurses, teachers, carers, 
aged care workers and childcare 
workers for attack in his second 
reading speech on the misnamed 
Better Bargaining Bill.

The Bill should be called the 
No Bargaining Bill or No Workers’ 
Rights Bill.

The legislation imposes severe 
limitations on industrial action. It 
gives employers greater power to 
avoid negotiations with workers 
and their unions.

Making collective 
bargaining 
impossible

It would make it almost impos-
sible for many workers and their 
trade unions to collectively bargain 
for better wages and conditions or 
to even defend existing provisions 
of enterprise agreements.

The Choice in Award Coverage 
Bill, which should be called the 
No Award Coverage Bill, seeks to 
deny workers employed in “small 
businesses” from any award or 
collective agreement protection 
whatsoever.

In effect, “choice” is left to 
employers to decide whether 
workers will have award coverage 
or not. The only choice workers 
have is to cop the boss’s offer or 
out the door.

The Bill defines small business 
in terms of less than 20 “employees” 
on the day that a union serves a log 
of claims.

It encourages the hiring of 
casual labour by excluding from 
its definition of an employee, cas-
uals with less than 12 cumulative 
months on the job.

Liberal MP Don Randall during 
the second reading debate summed 
up its intent: “This is an excellent 
Bill which helps employers get a 
better deal”.

Another Liberal MP Gregory 
Hunt also had an honest word to 
say about the Bill: “It is about be-
ing able to work together in a stable 
and harmonious environment where 
there are no union members and to 
thrive and flourish as a business”.

The equally misnamed 
Building and Construction 
Industry Improvement Bill is 
based on recommendations of the 
Cole Royal Commission into the 
building industry.

The Bill sets out to stop collec-
tive bargaining across the industry 
or even across a whole building 
site.

It clearly defines lawful and 
unlawful industrial action with huge 
penalties for workers and potential 
loss of all their assets (homes, 
money in the bank, etc) if they take 
action regarded as unlawful.

It places severe restrictions 
on what is known as “protected” 
industrial action.

It will be illegal to take in-
dustrial action to defend workers’ 
health and safety.

Contractors will be freed-up 
to de-unionise their workforces, 
undermine the wages and condit-
ions that were won over decades 
by trade unions. When it comes 
to winning contracts, unionised 

companies adhering to award 
wages and conditions, will miss 
out. In this way employers will 
be penalised if they do not toe the 
Federal Government’s anti-union 
line.

Unions’ right of 
entry restricted

Unions will face heavy restric-
tions on the right of entry to service 
and recruit members but building 
police inspectors will gain massive 
powers to enter, interview workers, 
inspect documents, carry out inves-
tigations and prosecute workers and 
trade union officials.

Despite the most recent deaths 
in the industry there is not a 
single legislative provision to make 
employers liable for negligent and 
criminal action in a workplace, 
not a single concrete provision to 
ensure safer and healthier working 
conditions.

There is token recognition 
of unsafe working conditions 
and some additional highly paid 
bureaucrats will be appointed to at 
best monitor the situation.

There are altogether 12 vicious 
anti-trade union and anti-worker 
Bills currently before Parliament.

The other Bills include 
Protecting the Low Paid, and Fair 
Termination – which aim to do 
exactly the opposite of their title.

It is absolutely imperative 
that the union movement wage 
a massive campaign to defeat 
these Bills.

While Labor and the Greens are 
opposed to them, the pressure must 
be maintained to ensure that Labor 
and the Democrats do not negotiate 
any compromises and that the four 
Senate Independents, who hold the 
balance of power, are persuaded not 
to support this draconian, anti-trade 
union legislation. J

On November 6 the new Minister for Workplace 
Relations, Kevin Andrews hit Parliament with a number 
of draconian, union-bashing Bills straight out of the filing 
cabinets of former Ministers Peter Reith and Tony Abbot. 
They will have extremely serious consequences for all 
workers if allowed to pass through Parliament. The Bills 
would virtually outlaw the right to strike, deny hundreds 
of thousands of workers award coverage, increase the 
powers of employers and encourage casualisation of the 
labour force.
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Mentality of those behind the Bills
“So where do you draw the benchmark with what 

you pay? It is done by a negotiated agreement, and 
that is why casualisation is good. You can try out a 
number of employees until you actually get a good 
one. Quite often, many of them are young girls and 
mothers who just want a bit of work in the stable in 
order to get a bit of extra money. They do not want 
to be part of a regimented workforce and sign on 
to a contract; they are quite happy to be casual 

workers. That is one of the benefits that flexibility 
in the workplace relations laws of this country has 

given people – a choice in working hours and terms 
and conditions, rather than having them mandated 

and shoved down their necks by union bosses,
who are only serving their own purposes.”

Don Randall, Liberal Party MP

There will be further
analysis of the Bills in future 

issues of The Guardian.
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PRESS FUND
The Bush Government has banned TV broadcasts showing the return 
of coffins of US soldiers killed in action in Iraq, as liable to “damage 
morale”. Of course, such footage also damages public support for this 
latest US war of intervention! At The Guardian we’re determined to 
play our part in revealing both the origins and the horrific outcome of 
the US war against Iraq. However, we need your support to do this, so 
please keep those contributions coming in. We offer our sincere thanks 
to all those who contributed this week:
F & R Ellis $20, J Hale $27, C W Reed $50, “Round Figure” $13, Jim 
Rokson $40.
This week’s total: $150.  Progressive total: $10,315.

Hate and intolerance
live on in The Australian

Greg Sheridan the Foreign Editor of Murdoch’s Australian 
must be among the most right-wing, warmongering, anti-
communist and contemptible journalists on the Australian scene. 
He is always good for a diatribe against anything progressive – a 
suitable clone for Rupert Murdoch’s similar extreme right-wing 
views.

He excelled himself in The Australian (6/11/03). Each day SBS 
broadcasts TV programs from a number of countries to serve the 
migrant communities in Australia. Among them is a program in 
Vietnamese. The Vietnamese program is provided by Vietnam’s 
VTV4. Sheridan claims it broadcasts Communist Party propa-
ganda which he regards as “outrageous”. The program was 
recently made the object of a demonstration by some in the 
Vietnamese community.

Sheridan quotes the managing director of SBS as saying that 
the campaign against the provision of the Vietnamese TV program 
by some Vietnamese migrants to Australia is “deeply troubling” 
and is an “organised campaign against freedom of speech and 
freedom of expression”. This, to Sheridan is “contemptible” and 
declares that “SBS is a disgrace”.

So, here is the mind-set of the George Bush’s of this world – “if 
you are not with us you are against us”.

Sheridan trots out the usual anti-communist hysteria, even 
claiming that Ho Chi Minh was responsible for the deaths of 
millions although he does not attempt to put a figure on these 
millions.

Needless to say, Sheridan has absolutely nothing to say 
about the millions who were killed during the struggles by the 
Vietnamese to end French colonialism and then to defeat the 
invasion by the United States, Australia and a number of other 
countries. We are told that 500 Australians died “trying to secure 
freedom for South Vietnam”. What rubbish!

The South Vietnamese Government at the time was a military 
dictatorship and the US invasion had nothing to do with “freedom 
and democracy” but a lot to do with the decades-long anti-
communist campaign of successive US leaderships, the seizure of 
the rich resources of Vietnam and to secure the south as a forward 
base to be used against the Chinese socialist revolution led by the 
Communist Party of China. This latter campaign is still going on 
today.

Something like four million people were killed defending their 
country’s independence and unity. They were killed in battle, in 
the carpet bombing by US planes and in such incidents as the My 
Lai massacre. They are still dying today from the consequences of 
the spraying of Agent Orange over large areas of Vietnam – a war 
crime if ever there was one.

The reality is that all sides suffer in war. That is an undeniable 
truth. But Sheridan has learnt nothing and continues to spit out 
his venomous propaganda. He and his newspaper were all for the 
invasion of Iraq, propagating any and every lie pedalled by Bush, 
Blair and Howard.

They are today, continuing to back the US, British and 
Australian occupation. Once again we are being told that it is 
all about “freedom and democracy” rather than the strategic 
position occupied by Iraq in the Middle East and that it possesses 
huge oil resources that are already in the process of being gobbled 
up by US oil corporations.

Sheridan claims that SBS is staffed by “cultural left types” 
which will come as a surprise to many viewers, but as already 
remarked the neo-fascists regard everyone to the left of their own 
extreme right-wing position as some sort of crypto-communist.

The crime of SBS in Sheridan’s eyes is that it has a better 
informed and more tolerant view of the world today than does 
Sheridan who maintains an attitude of hate to all things progres-
sive and revolutionary. He yearns for the opportunity to fashion 
the world to his own extreme conservative ideas and force every-
one else into that straitjacket.

Sheridan tries to whip up sentiment by complaining that 
tax-payers are funding SBS and hence financing communist 
propaganda. Of course, if tax-payers’ money were used to finance 
views similar to those of Sheridan that would be most acceptable.

Another of today’s realities is that many Vietnamese have in 
recent years returned to their former homeland, some perma-
nently and some on family visits. They find that life is steadily 
improving and that the ravages of foreign imposed wars and 
occupation are being overcome.

Zionist lobby falls flat

The split has seen people who 
consider themselves Zionists come 
out in opposition to the anti-Ashrawi 
lobbyists.

The Australian Jewish News 
reported that “the furore has focused 
on the perception that the Jewish 
community – or the so-called 
Jewish lobby – has inappropriately 
used political and financial clout in 
an attempt to discredit Ashrawi”.

It says, “Sharp differences over 
the issue have emerged within the 
Jewish community, which has sus-
tained a great deal of critical press 
over the affair”.

Prime Minister John Howard 
bought into the issue and attempted 
to nominate another Palestinian to 
receive the prize – none other than 
the former Prime Minister of the 
Palestinian Authority Abbu Mazzin. 
The fact that the PM favoured 
Mazzin tends to confirm the per-
ception that Mazzin is a stooge of 
outside forces.

The Israeli Ambassador had 
something to say too – “In order to 
get a peace prize you really have 

to be proactive, to do something 
in favour of peace, and to the best 
of my knowledge, Mrs Ashrawi 
has done nothing to enhance 
peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians”.

The daily newspapers, TV and 
radio were full of the “debate”. 
However, it was the political 
extremists in the anti-Ashrawi 
Zionist lobby that came off second-
best in the face of the refusal of the 
Peace Foundation, NSW Premier 
Bob Carr and many others to back 
down. Bob Carr went ahead and 
presented the prize.

Dr Ashrawi was given a very 
warm reception at the public meet-
ing in Sydney and at the function 
held in Parliament House at which 
she was presented with the award.

Not to be outdone in his sup-
port for the Zionist cause, the Prime 
Minister has moved, without any 
prior UN decision, to ban Hamas 
as a “terrorist” organisation. He 
called the Senate together in special 
session to get this decision rushed 
through Parliament. J

The visit of Dr Hanan Ashrawi to Australia to receive the Sydney 
Peace Prize, awarded by the Sydney Peace Foundation has had 
one unexpected consequence – it has split the Jewish community 
in Australia. A virulent campaign was waged by a Zionist lobby 
against her being awarded the Peace prize. Kathryn Greiner, one 
of the members of the Sydney Peace Foundation that awarded the 
prize, described the lobbying as “ferocious”.

I lived under military occupa-
tion most of my adult life. I have 
been repeatedly beaten up, shot at, 
interrogated, [and] even imprisoned. 
I have seen some of my best friends 
killed. My next door neighbour’s 
kid shot in the back. I’ve seen 
my daughter’s childhood totally 
destroyed, living in fear, being tear-
gassed, and living under curfew.

I’ve seen houses demolished, 
crops destroyed, our infrastructure 
destroyed. And recently I’ve lived 
for weeks under curfew, a prisoner 
in my own home, without water, 
without electricity and often without 
a phone. I’ve lived under constant 
shelling – I’ve seen the windows 
and doors of my home (my ancestral 
home) being blown away.

But I’m not saying this to tell 
you that I’m a victim – no – I’m 
saying this to tell you that despite 
all these things, despite my living 
under captivity and seeing the 
worst horrors of violence, being 
on the receiving end of the last 
remaining colonial situation in 
the world, an occupation, I have 
never succumbed to hate. I have 
never allowed hate to take over, 
and I have never accepted any 
kind of revenge as a motivation.

Dr Hanan Mikhail Ashrawi.
(See page 12 for Dr Ashrawi’s 
speech in Sydney.) J

Hanan Ashrawi’s
testament

Australia dumps nuclear
disarmament at the UN

The paragraph in question 
expressed concern that the 
development of missile defences 
could impact negatively on 
nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation, and lead to a new 
arms race on earth and in outer 
space. The paragraph emphasised 
that no steps should be taken that 
would lead to the weaponisation 
of outer space.

Australia later abstained from 
a vote against non-strategic nuclear 
weapons.

It took this pro-nuclear weapon 
stance despite a recommendation 
from the Australian Senate to vote 
in favour of the resolutions.

Australia has a proud record of 
promoting nuclear disarmament and 
non-proliferation initiatives, from 
1973 to 1996. However, the latest 
moves are part of a new pattern of 
Australia voting against any such 
initiatives.

In the recent past Australia 
has also voted against a resolution 

from the non-aligned movement 
promoting nuclear disarmament, 
and another from India concerning 
reduction of nuclear dangers.

In 1996, the International Court 
of Justice brought down a judgement 
that nuclear weapons are illegal, but 
at the UN Australia recently voted 
against a Malaysian resolution in 
support of that judgement.

A joint statement from Friends 
of the Earth Australia and the 
Australian Peace Committee (SA) 
subsequently declared:

“Australia’s vote shows that we 
are not really serious in supporting 
nuclear disarmament in the UN or 
elsewhere. … we have failed yet 
another opportunity to send a pow-
erful signal to our allies that they 
must take nuclear disarmament 
seriously.

“The Australian Government 
has concluded that nuclear disarma-
ment means monstering the DPRK 
[North Korea], not in pushing the 
established weapons states to abide 

by their long-standing disarmament 
obligations.”

The Western world’s media has 
focused much of its attention on the 
nuclear program of the DPRK. It 
says little about the nuclear capabil-
ity of other nations, including that of 
Israel, which has a highly advanced 
nuclear weapons program.

Mohamed ElBaradei, the head 
of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency recently told a French 
newspaper that between 35 and 40 
countries are now believed capable 
of manufacturing nuclear arms 
within a very short period of time.

ElBaradei stated that a new 
version of the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty was needed. 
“We have to reach agreement on 
limiting the construction, in civil-
ian programmes, of nuclear material 
for military ends by confining this 
to installations under multilateral 
control.”

He also advocated the creation 
of a new nuclear safety system 
which would treat the causes of 
international insecurity, not just 
their symptoms, and which would 
be based “not on dissuasion but on 
fairness and universality”. J

At the United Nations, Australia has voted against a resolution 
calling for a new agenda to achieve a nuclear weapons-free world. 
Australia’s representative objected to a key paragraph that opposed 
missile defence and the weaponisation of outer space.
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Fourteen refugees arrive, 4000 islands depart!

by Peter Mac
The Government’s move would 

be comical if it wasn’t part of their 
harsh treatment of those seeking 
asylum in Australia and a cynical 
political exercise to make political 
capital it hopes will, once again, 
help it win an election.

As part of this game the 
Government is punishing asylum 
seekers for the “crime” of arriving 
by unorthodox means.

It is likely that the Senate will 
block the move to excise the islands 
but the Prime Minister has deliber-
ately linked the arrival of asylum 
seekers with a move to ban two 
organisations accused of terrorism 
and hysterically accuses the opposi-
tion of obstructing laws that would 
protect the nation from unwelcome 
visitors.

The new Minister for 
Immigration, Senator Vanstone, 
stated that the Melville Island 
arrivals would never be able to 
apply for asylum in Australia. She 
claimed that the new regulations 
would still be legally valid for the 
period between the Government’s 
announcement and their rejection by 
the Senate, should this occur.

Since her announcement the 
Government has used the navy to 
escort the boat carrying the asylum 
seekers back to an Indonesian port. 

Their plight is to be foisted onto 
Indonesia or some other country 
while the Australian Government 
shows no mercy and no humanity.

The Government has trotted 
out the usual line about “queue-
jumpers”, even though as the 
shadow opposition spokesperson for 
immigration has noted, there actu-
ally is no such queue.

Any thought that the release of 
Abdullah Kadem and agreement 
that his children would be permitted 
to rejoin him in Australia means a 
change in policy was immediately 
dashed by this incident.

The new Immigration Minister 
Senator Vanstone has signalled 
that she intends to be every bit as 
ruthless as her predecessor, Phillip 
Ruddock.

The government pointed out 
with ill-concealed satisfaction that 
none of the Tampa refugees was 
successful in applying for refugee 
status. Senator Vanstone admitted 
that her department had made no 
provision for assessment of the 
medical condition of the most recent 
boatload of 14 refugees.

“If there’s anyone in need of 
treatment I’d assume that the naval 
officers will do the right thing and 
provide assistance”, she stated 
airily.

Meanwhile, Ruddock has taken 

his anti-asylum seeker obsessions 
with him to his new portfolio as 
Attorney-General. Last week he 
claimed that the surge in the run-
ning costs of the Attorney-General’s 
department was caused by large 
numbers of asylum seekers mounting 
court challenges to his government’s 
refusal of refugee status.

The surge in costs arises from 
the Government’s policy of refus-
ing many applicants an option to 
seek redress except through legal 
channels.

The UN Commission for 
Refugees last week stated that the 
Government was obliged to pro-
cess the latest asylum seekers. The 
Government assured UN officials 
that it intended to abide by its UN 
treaty obligations, but immediately 
equivocated by saying that it was 
considering sending the refugees 
to Indonesia, Nauru or Christmas 
Island.

Despite a new report claim-
ing that the Government is 
sending asylum seekers back to 
death, imprisonment and or torture 
in their countries of origin, and that 
some are sent back despite their 
suicidal condition, the Government 
remains determined to remove any 
rights asylum seekers have under 
current law. And if this means excis-
ing Melville and thousands of other 
islands from the immigration zone, 
so be it, they say.

Democrats leader Andrew 
Bartlett pointed out that retro-
spective legislation that reduces 

people’s rights is legally invalid. 
The Government is also reported 
to have decided to make Melville 
Island a flight exclusion zone, a 
move designed to exclude the media 
from on-the-spot coverage of the 
latest asylum seeker saga.

“The principle behind the 
Government’s desire to excise parts 

of Australia from the migration zone 
is the same as what the USA uses 
for Guantanamo Bay – trying to 
put people beyond the reach of the 
courts and the rule of law”, he said.

One wonders how long it will 
be before the Federal Government’s 
paranoid behaviour leads it to excise 
the whole of Australia as well. J

When a boat carrying 14 asylum seekers arrived at Melville Island 
last week the Howard Government rushed to introduce retrospective 
regulations excising Melville and some 4000 other islands from 
Australia’s immigration zone.

SA students protest higher education attacks

TAFE STUDENT NETWORK

STOP FEES NOW
RALLY OUTSIDE STATE PARLIAMENT

(Macquarie St Sydney)
Wednesday 19 November 1pm

The State Government is increasing TAFE Fees starting from
next year. Some fees are going up 300%. TAFE Students will

join unions, community organisations and concerned
members of the public outside Parliament House.

We will tell Premier Bob Carr and Treasurer Michael Egan
that working people cannot afford these fees.

We say DROP THE FEE INCREASE NOW.
To get involved in the TAFE Student Network:

Approach your Student Association and get them to help you 
distribute leaflets.

Contact “Free TAFE” a group of Western Sydney Students
committed to stopping the TAFE Fee hike.

Call Kylie 0425 242 821 or
Email westernsydneyfreetafe@yahoo.com.au

Website: www.freetafe.com
Join our mailing list to get more information, send an email to

tafestudent_announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com,
or email activist@labor.org.au with the words

TAFE Subscribe in the subject line.

by Bob Briton

The Public Education Rally was 
organised by the South Australian 
Public Education Alliance and 
MC’ed by former state Australian 
Education Union and United Trades 
and Labor Council President, Clare 
McCarty. In her opening comments 
she commended the students for 
their support of the recent 24-hour 
strike by university staff.

Lecturer and National Tertiary 
Education Union branch President 
Rod Crewther praised the students 
for their public-spirited support of 
the universities, their merit-based 
system for places and the resistance 
they have shown to turning higher 

education into a moneymaking rort 
with paying customers.

He also highlighted the assault 
being made on the independence of 
the country’s universities. In refer-
ence to the legislation that currently 
threatens Australia’s universities 
he added “I have never seen an Act 
with so many references to what the 
Minister could do. Our professor Dr 
Brendan Nelson, vice-chancellor 
and one person academic board 
for the universities of the whole of 
Australia, wants to be the guardian 
of course content and research output 
and the CEO as well, in industrial 
matters, by act of parliament.”

The students then moved their 
protest to the steps of the State 

Parliament where several other 
speakers addressed them. 

Adelaide University Students’ 
Association President Sarah 
Hanson-Young summed up the mes-
sage of the Public Education Rally:

“These reforms should concern 
everyone. They will affect the way 
South Australians access higher 
education, changing it into an elit-
ist club for the rich. High school 
students, their families, community 
groups all need to stand up and say, 
‘We will not accept this attack!’

“The threats this package pose 
to South Australia are real and 
everyone involved is committed 
to working together to fight the 
Howard Government all the way.”

A Senate Committee reporting 
on the Government’s higher educa-
tion legislation has rejected it as 
being beyond amendment.
See article opposite. J

Students gathered at the Light’s Vision in North Adelaide last 
Saturday to protest the damage that will be caused to the SA 
higher education sector if Federal Education Minister Brendan 
Nelson succeeds in pushing through his “reforms”.

Higher Education

Howard Govt facing
defeat in Senate

Andrew  Jackson

The Senate Committee was so 
derisive of the Bill they renamed 
their Report Hacking Australia’s 
Future.

A further 39 recommendations 
were then made “should the Senate 
consent to give the bill a second 
reading”, which stripped, rewrote or 
rejected every element of the Bill.

The Bill outlined the Howard 
Government’s agenda for Higher 
Education in Australia, with a mas-
sive shift from public to private 
funding.

The four main components of 
the Bill attacked in the Report were:

• Changes to student funding 
arrangements which allow for a 
30 percent increase in student fees 
and the opening up of more full-fee 
students places – with a loophole 
allowing for 100 percent full-fee 
students in some courses.

• Forcing universities to 
employ staff on individual contracts 
(AWAs), cutting wages and condi-
tions and removing what remains of 
job security.

• The Government gaining 
unprecedented powers to both 
deregulate the “market” and yet 
interfere in university governance.

The Report states: “The com-

mittee considers the policy … to 
be unconscionable in almost every 
respect.

“At its core is the intention of 
diminishing the role and status of 
universities through heavy-handed 
regulation. Universities are to be 
reduced to being ‘higher educa-
tion providers’: selling a service to 
a purchaser, the Government, on 
terms dictated by the Government, 
and at the non-negotiable price the 
Government is willing to pay.

“While the Government 
proclaims its interest in quality, 
diversity, equity and sustainability, 
universities will be subject to treat-
ment which will diminish their 
academic freedom and restrict their 
course offerings as well as reducing 
access for poorer people.”

Greens Senator Kerry Nettle 
said, “The take home message from 
the report is that the Government 
has completely failed to gauge 
the mood of the Higher Education 
community, instead delivering a 
package that has been universally 
rejected”.

The Greens, Democrats and 
ALP have all indicated strongly 
they will vote against the Bill, and 
the Government is now negotiat-
ing with the four independent 
Senators. J

The Howard Government is facing another defeat in the Senate, 
with its Backing Australia’s Future legislation on higher education 
most likely to be voted down. A Senate Committee Report released 
this week says in its first recommendation that: “The bill is so badly 
flawed, at both a philosophical and technical level that it should 
not be given a second reading”.
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“It is unbelievable that at the 
very time WorkCover’s accredita-
tion failures and scandals are before 
an ICAC (Independent Commission 
Against Corruption) inquiry, educa-
tion management is planning to 
loosen controls over training and 
accreditation”, said John Cahill, 
General Secretary of the Public 
Service Association. 

“State Training Services makes 
a very real contribution to keeping 
all players honest and to providing 
accountability for expenditure from 
the public purse. 

“The proposed 25 percent reduc-
tion in field services staff will have 
a significant impact on the quality 
and regulation of training provided 
to apprentices and trainees”, he said 

State Training Services provides 
advice to people who may find 
themselves in inappropriate train-
ing arrangements. It also provides 
support for employers who find they 
can no longer deal with their train-
ees and apprentices who have gone 
off the rails. 

There are 126,000 apprentices 
and trainees in NSW. There are 60 
field staff employed in 11 locations 
– 34 are in the Sydney metropolitan 
area and 26 are in rural and regional 
NSW. That is 2100 apprentices and 
trainees to each field officer. 

The Industry Training Service 
Centres are the only body of people 

in NSW who are charged with par-
ticular responsibilities under the 
Apprenticeship and Traineeship Act, 
2001 including: 

• ensuring/confirming the 
capacity of employers to train for all 
declared trades and callings; 

• ensuring/confirming the com-
petency of those emerging from 
their apprenticeships and trainee-
ships; 

• issuing all “trade and calling” 
qualifications in NSW; 

• assessing and reporting to 
Vocational Training Tribunals on 
the adequacy of trades and callings 
training (especially in the work-
place); 

• assessing and reporting to 
“Trade Recognition Tribunals” 
– qualifying, quantifying and 
validating applicants’ experience, 
on-the-job training and current 
level of competence – to enable the 
Tribunals to properly determine the 
issue of a trade qualification.

There are abuses of the training 
systems and the field staff are the 
people who find them and deal with 
them. Some examples of abuse dealt 
with by field staff include: 

• A national tyre franchisee 
employing apprentices across NSW 
as spare parts interpreters. Actual 
job was tyre fitting. No apprentice-
ship training from the employer or 
registered training organisation. 

There was no trade work available 
at any site. 

• Information technology train-
ees working in sandwich bars and 
real estate agencies. Actual jobs 
were making sandwiches or selling 
houses). Some trainees were not 
even sure they were trainees. They 
were not aware that they had signed 
a training contract. 

• School kids being told they 
can only work in fast food outlets if 
they undertake a traineeship. They 
were paid trainee wages but no 
training takes place that matches the 
training plan.

• Apprentices and trainees left 
without supervisors. 

• Electrical and automotive 
apprentices signed up to the wrong 
trade to match the off-the-job train-
ing, not what is happening on the 
job. 

• Apprentice carpenters build-
ing roof trusses on production lines. 

• A company with 40 staff all 
signed up as trainees. When the 
company is investigated it is found 
that several are not actually working 
in NSW, one was working in New 
Zealand.

• Group training companies 

suspending apprentices for months 
at a time – some sought times in 
excess of 12 months – and not 
advising the apprentices of their 
options or advising the Department 
that no training is taking place.

“When the Apprenticeship and 
Traineeship Act was a Bill in 2001, 
the unions of NSW spoke strongly 
of the need to maintain the integrity 
of training in NSW and the role of 
the independent umpire”, said Mr 
Cahill.

“It is difficult to see how either 
can be maintained with the current 
proposals”, he said. J

LABOUR STRUGGLES

Workplace fatality
in Victoria

Among the many cuts proposed for the NSW education system is 
a 25 percent cut to field services in State Training Services. These 
are the people who monitor and regulate apprentices, trainees and 
their employers.

The worker, a 54-year-old male 
from the Alexandra region, was 
killed during the use of explosives 
in the construction of a new logging 
road.

The AWU will conduct a 
mass meeting of employees from 
the Department at their base in 
Alexandra this week.

“Naturally we are shocked and 
saddened by this tragic death and 
whilst we are not rushing to any 
conclusions at this stage we will be 
conducting a full and detailed inves-
tigation into the accident”, AWU 
Secretary Bill Shorten said.

“We are currently in the pro-
cess of contacting the family of the 
deceased to express our condolenc-
es and we will be ensuring the other 
workers who witnessed the accident 
receive counselling and support 
over the weekend.”

AWU officials will remain on 
the site over the weekend and are 
collecting information on the cause 
of the accident. The union will also 
be seeking meetings with repre-
sentatives of the employer and the 
WorkCover authority. J

The Australian Workers’ Union (AWU) has launched an investigation 
into the death last week of one of its members employed by the 
Department of Sustainability and Environment in Eildon near 
Alexandra.

Plans to reduce regulation of on job training

Strike action hits “trial” elections

AEC staff – members of the 
Community and Public Sector 
Union (CPSU) – stopped work 
for three hours, disrupting a “trial 
election”. During this important 
exercise, AEC procedures and 
systems are tested in real time, as 
though an actual federal election 
was taking place.

Instead, staff staged a mock 

ballot and election outside the AEC 
building at West Block, Barton 
(behind Old Parliament House).

CPSU National President, Mark 
Gepp, said staff regretted having to 
resort to striking.

“This action is not something 
these workers are taking lightly. But 
after more than 13 months they feel 
like they have no other option. The 

The Australian Electoral Commission’s (AEC) preparations for the 
next federal election were disrupted by industrial action last Friday, 
following another breakdown in a long-running pay dispute.

The
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Job strain and job insecurity show strong links with poor 
health, particularly mental health, finds a study in the 
Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health. Research-
ers in Australia assessed 1188 employed professionals, 
aged 40-44 years, and found that the 30% of respondents 
who reported high or moderate job insecurity were much 
more likely to suffer not only depression and anxiety, but 
also physical health problems. The results are worrying 
as these adverse job conditions are on the increase, par-
ticularly insecure or casual employment, say the authors.

Cleaners in NSW state schools say they are not surprised by 
news reports that conditions at Liverpool Boys High School 
were making staff and students sick. “The problems at Liver-
pool Boys High School are symptomatic of problem with the 
state-wide cleaning contract – an inbuilt contradiction which 
demands cutting the working hours but maintaining top class 
health standards”, said Annie Owens, NSW Secretary of the 
Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Workers Union. “There 
is no new technology available to replace the hours needed 
to clean a toilet, the time needed to ensure there is adequate 
toilet paper and soap for students and staff.” Ms Owens says 
the union has been warning the NSW Government for months 
that a health crisis existed. Cleaners working in public schools 
are now mounting a state-wide campaign to lobby MPs to 
win the respect for their important role in the school system.

Patrick boss Chris Corrigan is ideologically connected to 
badly behaved robots according to Brisbane Wharfies. Pat-
rick has been trialling un-manned robot straddle cranes for 
14 months and according to waterside workers they have 
been getting up to some shenanigans. On October 13 one 
of the contraptions threw a wobbly and the robot crashed 
through a metal fence into the adjoining area and in another 
incident two of the robots had an altercation on the dock. Wa-
terfront workers are now calling for the robots to be given the 
Patrick drug and alcohol test. However, the Maritime Union’s 
South Queensland Deputy Branch Secretary, Trevor Munday 
says their biggest shortcoming is productivity. The robots are 
averaging about 70 movements a shift compared to their hu-
man counterparts who do between 200 and 240 per shift.

LABOUR NOTES
last time this sort of action occurred 
in AEC was 1984. We have been 
talking with management since 
September last year, yet they are 
still refusing to address widespread 
concern over the size of the pay 
rise”, said Mr Gepp.

AEC management have offered 
a three-year deal which would pay 
3 percent on certification, 3.5 per-
cent from July 2004 and further 4 
percent from July 2005. Staff are 
demanding a two-year agreement 
that delivers at least 4 percent a 
year. 

“Our claim is modest and well 
with the scope of increases being 
won by union members in other 
parts of the public sector”, Mr Gepp 
pointed out.

“We are not that far apart, and 
the CPSU remains open and flex-
ible about reaching a settlement. 
The ball is now very much in AEC’s 
court. If they are serious about 
getting people back to work and 
preparing for the next federal elec-
tion, the way forward is clear. Let’s 
finalise this agreement.

The AEC has around 770 
staff located in 140 sites around 
Australia. J
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AUSTRALIA

This has been the situation for 
some time but has gathered pace 
since the demise of the Soviet 
Union and the socialist countries 
of Eastern Europe. Even from our 
relatively privileged position in 
Australia, we can feel the effects of 
these changes. Many governments 
if not the people, are dancing to the 
American tune.

It may come as a surprise that 
a large proportion of the most 
articulate voices raised in opposi-
tion have an American accent. The 
irrepressible comedian, author and 
documentary maker Mike Moore is 
one current example of this fact.

Recently, US alternative media 
advocate and all-round activist 
David Barsamian visited Australia. 
On his speaking tour he gave a 
detailed description of the con-
trol of the media for propaganda 
purposes in his country. He added 
that part of our resistance to what 
is taking place worldwide must be 
support for the independent media 
that defends the people’s interests 
and exposes what is taking place.

For over 20 years, Covert 
Action Quarterly (CAQ) magazine 
has made one of the bravest con-
tributions to the task of bringing to 
light the machinations of imperial-
ism. It is not a digest of “believe 
it or not” conspiracy theories and 
wild claims, a sort of left-wing 
equivalent of Nexus magazine.

The articles are well referenced 
and some of the contributors 
over the years, like former CIA 
operations officer Phillip Agee, 
have drawn heavy official fire. 
For his own safety, Agee has had 
to keep moving from one secret 
address to another during his 
long exile. His US passport was 
revoked in 1979.

Covert Action, the Roots of 
Terrorism, produced by the Institute 
for Media Analysis, Inc and 
edited by Ellen Ray and William 
H Schaap makes invaluable read-

ing. It is a collection of essays 
from Noam Chomsky, former US 
Attorney General turned critic 
Ramsey Clark, former Washington 
correspondent for the (New York) 
Guardian Jack Colhoun and 18 
other contributors. They provide a 
wealth of information on the build-
up to the present day situation.

Sobering
The original articles date from 

1980 and follow events through 
to 1999. Looking at them in 2003 
makes you realise just how sound 
these people’s information and 
analysis was. It is also sobering to 
think of what new horrors are still 
before us. Take Phil Agee’s 1992 
summary of the US defence plan 
from February of that year:

“The report outlined seven pos-
sible scenarios which US forces 
would have to be prepared to face 
and, presumably, would require 
those $1.5 trillion for the first five 
years.

• War with Iraq
• War with North Korea
• Simultaneous wars with both 

Iraq and North Korea
• A war to defend a Baltic state 

from a resurgent and expansionist 
Russia

• War to defend the lives of US 
citizens threatened by instability in 
the Philippines

• War to defend the Pana-
manian Government and the canal 
against ‘narco-terrorists’

• The emergence of an anti-
US global ‘adversarial rival’ or an 
‘aggressive expansionist interna-
tional coalition’ ”.

The main thread running 
through the essays – and the reason 
for their selection – is the fact that 
current world events have a history, 
that September 11 only gave new 
impetus to plans that had been in 
place for decades.

They point out, in an argument 

that is regularly aired outside the 
US but scarcely mentioned there, 
that attacks on the USA and its 
interests are the consequences of 
its government’s brutal manip-
ulation of world events.

Israel
The book deals with the role 

of the US in the Middle East, its 
support for Israel’s decades-long 
sabotage of a two-state solution and 
peace with the Palestinian people.

Iran-Contra-gate is examined 
in detail, as is the extensive milit-
ary aid to Saddam Hussein at the 
time of Iraq’s war with Iran. The 
“pipeline” established to get arms 
and funds to warring fundamental-
ists in Afghanistan at the time of 
the Soviet intervention is probed. 
The efforts of the “bleeders” within 
the US administration to prevent a 
peaceful resolution there are also 
laid bare.

US support for the most savage 
anti-Castro terrorists is covered. So 
is the hypocrisy of the US in its 
confrontationist stance towards the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea over nuclear weapons.

It is disturbing to note that 
the concept of “pre-emption”, so 
clearly embraced by the Bush II 
administration, was previously laid 
down by Reagan with directives 
like NSDD 138 in 1984.

This “National Security 
Decision Directive”, with which 
the US formally gave itself the 
right to invade countries in pursuit 
of “terrorists”, opened the door for 
the suspension of the democratic 
rights of the American people were 
all on the books in the 1980s.

However, the book is not 
meant to be a collection of data 
with which to astound your dinner 
party guests. An important part of 
its value is its implicit message: 
that the strategy pursued by the 
US for decades will not change 
unless there is systemic change 
in the heartlands of imperialism, 
that is, “regime change” in that 
country.

Covert Action’s greatest attrib-
ute, though, is that it needles you to 
get out of your chair and do some-
thing about it. J

Covert Action, the roots of terrorism
Edited by Ellen Ray and William H Schaap

Ocean Press, Melbourne, 2003. 310pp

Reviewed by Bob Briton
Right now, it is the drive of US imperialism to control the resources 
and markets of the world that dominates much of the social and 
political life of planet earth. It is behind the wars allegedly waged to 
end terrorism, to contain the spread of weapons of mass destruction, 
to unseat supposed tyrants from their perches, and so on. It is the 
altar upon which many of our limited democratic rights are being 
sacrificed.

It’s called malicious aforethought. It will come as no surprise to 
anyone even vaguely aware of what the Howard Government 
is doing to higher education, that internal government docu-
ments reveal the Government had been warned of impending 
university collapses before last May’s budget. Funding cuts 
are forcing universities to rely more on fees from students 
– essentially making them take more full-fee paying students 
rather than taking students on merit. Three months before the 
announcement of the changes – which the Government prom-
ised would not leave any university worse off – an analysis of 
their effects showed that universities would have to increase 
charges and that the package would “threaten the continued 
viability” of some of Australia’s 38 publicly funded universities.

The Reptile Idiot, Steve Irwin, was paid $175,000 for the 
advert promoting the Federal Government’s quarantine ser-
vice. At least that campaign had the useful aspect of warning 
people about bringing unwanted pests into Australia. In ad-
dition to Irwin, the Government has paid other celebrities 
$250,000 to promote existing services. This includes $80,000 
to media doctor James Wright, who fronts the ads that blame 
patients for increasing the costs of prescriptions. Altogether, 
since being elected in 1996 the Howard Government has 
spent $650 million of taxpayers’ money promoting what 
have in reality been public service cuts and privatisations.

More program cuts at the ABC are in the pipeline, with 
managing director Russell Balding warning that a serious 
reduction in Government funding is bound to hit the national 
broadcaster soon. The long-running schools program Behind 
the News, the most high profile recent axing, was targeted 
because it would not result in job losses and would deliver an 
immediate cash package to the ABC’s drastically reduced cof-
fers. “The costs of broadcasting, program acquisitions … are 
increasing at a faster rate than our budget”, Balding explained.

Last week it was revealed that the Fiji Lands Minister, 
Naiqama Lalabalavu, had magically slipped under the 
anti-terrorist wall surrounding Australia to watch Fiji play 
in the Rugby World Cup. Last February Lalabalavu was 
charged with mutiny in connection with the November 2000 
coup that ousted the government of Mahendra Chaudhry. 
Chaudhry accused the Howard Government of hypoc-
risy. “The central issue is how Australia deals with people 
who are terrorists and take part in terrorist acts”, he said.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is Australian mining trans-
national, Newcrest, which is demanding that the Indonesian 
Government evict 2000 villagers from the site of its Toguraci 
gold mine project, in Northern Maluku province. Production at 
the mine was stopped last month by the villagers when they 
took over the site demanding compensation be paid to the 
land owners of another nearby Newcrest mine, and that they 
also receive 10 percent of the profits from the Toguraci mine.

Protest against Guantanamo prison

Brian Gore compared his 14 
months jail in the Philippines when 
Ferdinand Marcos was President 
but where he had access to the 
media, a permanent lawyer and 
access to the Australian Consulate. 
Inmates of Guantanamo have none 
of these facilities at the detention 
centre being run by the United 

States military.
Fr Brian Gore spoke of the 

imprisonment without charge or 
trial of Australians David Hicks 
and Mamdouh Habib. He described 
as “despicable” the fact that the 
Australian Government had allowed 
these men to be held without any 
charges being laid for nearly two 

years and demanded their return to 
Australia.

Kevin Watkins of the 
Communist Party, during his time in 
the cage, said the protest had to be 
against the treatment of all the 660 
prisoners and the treatment of the 
prisoners also being held by the US 
army in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Peter Stewart of the Chris-
tian Centre for Social Justice 
organised the protest and distributed 
many hundreds of leaflets to 
passers-by, exposing the injustice 
and cruelty. J

Fr Brian Gore of the Christian Centre for Social Action spoke from 
a Guantanamo-style wire mesh cage on the steps of Wesley Church 
centre in Perth early in November. He and others were protesting 
the imprisonment of 660 alleged terrorists in the Guantanamo 
Bay hell-hole.

Book Review

Available from: SPA Books
65 Campbell St Surry Hills NSW 2010.

Price $15 (p&p $4).

The book’s greatest attribute is that
it needles you to get out of your chair

and do something about it
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When he was born in 1914, 
the various state and federal gov-
ernments already had a policy of 
removing Aboriginal children, 
including “half caste” children 
from their parents and placing them 
with foster parents or in what was 
euphemistically called a “home”. 
These children are now known as 
the stolen generations.

As a consequence, Des spent the 
first 14 years of his life in the care 
of foster parents and, for the greater 
part, the Salvation Army home at 
Indooroopilly. The Queensland 
Government had another policy that 
meant that, at age 14, wards of the 
state would end their schooling and 
be put to work. Girls were usually 
sent to work as domestic help in pri-
vate homes while the boys laboured 
on farms across the State.

Not exactly the 
Hilton

Des has vivid memories of this 
transition:

“The State Department had me 
prepared for the job. They issued 
me with a tin trunk, which I still 
have today after 60 odd years… 
In the trunk was a couple of pairs 
of blucher boots with hob nails in 
the soles to make them last longer 
(when I put them on I looked like 
puss in boots), four pairs of working 
shorts, a good suit (which I never 
wore out), two felt hats, four flannel 
shirts for work and a gaberdine coat.

“The boss was anxious to see 
what was in the tin …

“His agreement with the State 
Department, as well as the two shil-

lings and sixpence a week and keep, 
included keeping me in clothes. 
He could see a couple of years he 
wouldn’t have to supply me with 
any clothes.”

The boss in this instance was 
Thomas Bell – the owner of a 
family-run mixed farm and dairy on 
the outskirts of Ipswich. An officer 
from the State Department delivered 
Des to him at the Ipswich Railway 
Station. The young “state lad” was 
then introduced to the hard work 
and rudimentary accommodation 
that had been reserved for him. Des 
can still describe the six by ten foot 
space (approximately 2 by 3 metres) 
at the rear of a wooden garage that 
he calls his “refurbished flat”:

“The furniture was of a modern 
nature: a kerosene box with a hur-
ricane lamp on it, the wardrobe 
consisted of three-inch [7.5cm] nails 
nailed into the studs to hang my 
clothes on. The flat was air-condi-
tioned all year round. It consisted of 
half-inch gaps in the floor, the doors 
and shutters had gaps between them, 
and the locks were nails and a piece 
of wire…

“My mattress consisted of chaff 
bags filled with oaten hay and my 
pillow was a sugar bag stuffed with 
hay. No pillowslips, no sheets and 
my blankets were corn bags sewn 
together with a bagging needle.

“The hay used to poke through 
the hessian bags. I was rockin’ ‘n’ 
rollin’ long before Elvis Presley to 
stop the hay sticking into me hide. 
That would relieve it for the time 
being.

“To top this off, my mattress 
was put on an old wire framed bed-
stead that sagged in the middle so 
that you had to curl up like a black 
snake.”

Other annoyances included the 
resident Red Back spiders and occa-
sional visits from brown snakes! Des 
was bitten by red back once after it 
had crawled into a pair of pants that 
had fallen from his “wardrobe” onto 
the floor. He treated himself with 
iodine and sweated through the dan-
gerous, uncomfortable episode.

Hard yakka
The day Des arrived he was put 

straight to work milking the cows 
and not given anything to eat until 
9.30 that night.

He would have to become 
accustomed to this cycle of hard 
work and scant food. Occasionally 
he would try to steal some bread 
with jam or golden syrup from the 
downstairs kitchen before heading 
off to milk his share of the 60 cows 
on the property. Very occasionally, 
he got away with it.

On frosty mornings he would 
warm his chilblained feet on 
the patch of ground vacated by 
the reclining cows or even in a 
steaming cowpat! Des would be 
hard at work at 3.30 am while the 
household slept on.

The farmer’s boys never faced 
the world without first having a 
cup of tea and something to eat. 
The younger son boarded at the 
Grammar School during the week. 
Both were bone lazy, which only 
aggravated the sense of injustice 
that Des felt even at the time.

After milking the cows and 
separating the skim milk from the 
butter, Des would scald all the dairy 
utensils and put them in the sun. 
Breakfast was cracked corn, some 
golden syrup or bread and drip-
ping. Lunch was something similar 
washed down with billy tea. It was 
often taken in the hot fields where 
Des cemented reputation for being 
a hard worker:

“The boss got cunning when 
he could see I was doing well at 
ploughing. He would bring down a 
fresh pair of horses to plough with. 
They would go faster and more land 
was ploughed. I never thought at the 
time he had no consideration for me. 
I suppose he had the same idea as a 
general in the army: if they wipe out 
a thousand men, there are thousands 
to take their place…

“When I went to plough the 
only shade was fence posts. I had to 
sit in the open with my back against 
a post to eat lunch.

“Sometimes working in the 
paddocks, cutting thistles or dig-
ging lantana and you felt thirsty, 
you would drink anything, where 
the cows come to drink you would 
drink on the opposite side of the 
dam because they would shit and 
piss in it…”

A day of ploughing, sowing, 
harvesting, weeding, scarifying 
or cutting oats, barley and wheat 
would be rounded off with the milk-
ing of the cows again. Work ended 
for the day at about 9 pm. This was 
the unbroken pattern of life every 
single day of the year.

Des carried out the full range of 
duties on the farm and faced up to 
the full range of hazards.

Ignorant of hazards
“Through my ignorance and 

being young and inexperienced, I 
used to do work that was danger-
ous to my health. I used to use the 
most dangerous of poisons, arsenic 
pentoxide, for poisoning prickly 
pear and lantana, and killing trees 
after they had been ringbarked…We 
would mix it, pour it into old tins or 
kettles, which would make it easier 
to pour… We would get it on our 
hands, sit down and have our lunch 
out in the open…”

Des accepted all of this and 
even came to enjoy most aspects 
of the physicality of the tough life 
on the farm. One day, however, the 
disregard of the farm boss became 
too outrageous. The family went to 
town one day shortly after Des’ 18th 
birthday, leaving all the work in the 
fields and the dairy to the young 
farmhand.

When they returned after mid-
night, Des had fallen asleep against 
the side of a cow that he was milk-
ing. Nobody offered to prepare any 
food for Des and the farmer even 
saw fit to joke about Des’ predica-
ment.

“I told the boss, in a good 
Australian term, he could stick his 
job up his arse.” The next morn-
ing the farmer drove him to town 
to start out on a new life. Des was 
finally leaving behind the author-
ity of the Queensland Government 
to tell him, as a ward of the state, 
where he must live and work.

There was never to be, however, 
a squaring of the accounts of what 
was owed to the young “state lad” 
for his four years of hard yakka.

“I felt so vulnerable. I faced the 
world on my own. I was like a bird 
who’d been caged up all its life, 
some one opens the cage door and 
it doesn’t know what to do, where 
to go.”

It is only during the last few 
years that Des has been able to talk 
about this period.

When he was first placed with 
Thomas Bell to work on his farm, 
Des was told that his paltry wages 
were being put in a trust fund held 
by the Queensland Government 
until his 18th birthday at which time 
he could withdraw the entire amount 
owing to him.

This was meant to be at the rate 
of six shillings (6/-) a week during 
the first year on the farm, then an 
additional 2/- a week in the second 

MAGAZINE

Most of us would probably not look back and feel that 
whole periods in our lives were defined entirely by 
government policy. Then again, most of have not been 
subjected to the sort of ruthless intervention that Des 
Donley experienced in his young life as a ward of the state 
in Queensland in the first half of the last century.

Tales from working life
Stolen Wages, Stolen Generations, Stolen Lives Part II

At age 14 wards of the state were sent to work

I used to use the most dangerous of poisons, arsenic pentoxide, for poisoning 
prickly pear and lantana, …We would mix it, pour it into old tins or kettles, 

which would make it easier to pour… We would get it on our hands, sit down 
and have our lunch out in the open…”

The following is the second in a series of articles 
summarising the hard and eventful early years and 
working life of Des Donley, who is now retired and 
lives at Summerland Point in NSW. Des has kindly 
made his written recollections available to The 
Guardian and was interviewed on several occasions. 
Last week we looked at Des’ recollections of the 
period of his young life dominated by the routine 
of a Salvation Army home in Brisbane, after being 
separated at birth from his Aboriginal mother. This 
week we trace his story during the remaining four 
years of his time as a ward of the state.
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by Will Parry*
Wealthy folks don’t die in heat 

waves.
Fred Brock has written a deeply 

affecting commentary on this mass 
tragedy in The New York Times. 
Brock quotes Dr Eric Klinenberg, a 
New York University sociology pro-
fessor who has studied heat-related 
deaths. Dr Klinenberg says the toll 
in France exposes a major social 
change: the emergence of an older, 
vulnerable population that lives and 
dies in isolation.

This population is present and 
growing in the USA as well as in 
Europe. Children and grandchildren 
move away, leaving their aging 
elders to cope as best they can.

Communities have become 
atomised. Neighbours are less likely 
to look after one another than in ear-
lier times. Heat waves cruelly reveal 
this fraying social fabric.

“Heat waves are silent and 
invisible killers of silent and invis-
ible people”, says Dr Klinenberg.

He reminds us that the severe 
heat wave of 1995 in the US 
Midwest left 700 people dead 
in Chicago alone. The event has 
faded from the national memory, 
“a non-event in American history”, 
he says.

And Dr Klinenberg adds, “If 
700 people had been killed by a 
tornado, we’d still be hearing about 
it”. In fact, says Dr Klinenberg, heat 
waves each year kill many more 

Americans than tornadoes, hurri-
canes and earthquakes combined.

In 1995, Chicago officials 
played down the terrible toll, but 
the scale of this year’s calamity 
in France was simply too vast for 
cover-ups.

Today the French are even 
considering the cancellation of one 
national holiday to provide funds to 
care for the elderly.

In the US, says Dr Klinenberg, 
heat-related deaths are seen as “an 
act of God” or “the failure of indi-
viduals to care for themselves”. In 
1995, Chicago’s commissioner of 
human services blamed the 700 vic-
tims. “We’re talking about people 
who die because they neglect them-
selves”, he said.

Columnist William Pfaff found 
this year’s heat waves a blessing. 
The victims, wrote Pfaff, “were not, 
most of them, killed by the heat. 
The time had come for them to die, 
and the heat eased their way … we 
should be grateful to pneumonia, 
broken hips and heat waves that can 
take us gracefully to where we all 
must go”.

Indeed, the infirmities of old age 
are real, and indeed, we all must go. 
But a society that values human life 
will not permit the elderly to perish 
in a heat wave.

As Fred Brock notes, there 
is nothing graceful “about dying 
a slow, agonising death alone; of 
being discovered only when neigh-

bours or passers-by report a strong 
odour; or of being buried in a cheap 
wooden casket in a common grave”.

Society, says Dr Klinenberg, 
must come to terms with the 
broader issue of old people living in 
isolation. “When massive numbers 
of people die alone, it’s a social 
embarrassment”, he says. “It’s the 
sign of a sweeping social break-
down. Everyone is implicated.”

Those charged with environ-
mental protection under George W 
Bush should confront the implica-
tions of the 11,000 deaths in France. 
This summer’s sweltering tem-
peratures in Europe corresponded 
to the forecasts of climate scientists. 
British meteorologists predicted 
that as a result of climate change, 
2003 would be the warmest year on 
record.

In the Guardian of Great 
Britain, George Monbiot writes that 
“the consensus among climatolo-
gists is that temperatures will rise in 
the 21st century by between 1.4 and 
5.8 degrees centigrade; by up to 10 
times, in other words, the increase 
we have suffered so far”.

“We are not contemplating the 
end of holidays in Seville. We are 
contemplating the end of circum-
stances which permit most beings to 
remain on earth.”

The 11,000 French elderly are in 
some sense the canaries in the mine-
shaft. The air is foul. The canaries 
are dying.
*Will Parry is a retired trade 
unionist and President of the 
Puget Sound Alliance for Retired 
Americans
The Retiree Advocate J
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Tales from working life
Stolen Wages, Stolen Generations, Stolen Lives Part II The canaries in 

the mineshaft
This summer’s heat wave in Europe left more than 11,000 
people dead in France alone. Hospitals and morgues were 
overwhelmed. Most of the victims were elderly. Most lived 
in isolation from family and community. Most were poor.

At age 14 wards of the state were sent to work

and third years. In his final year, 
Des was to be paid a further 5/- a 
week on top of all that. (1/- became 
10 cents with the introduction of 
decimal currency – approximately 
14% of basic wage at the time.)

“I approached the head of the 
State Department to find out who 
my mother was and where she 
might be. I received no information 
from Mr Smith – the head – who 
refused to see I got my wages.”

According to information later 
obtained from the government, 
“Each child is, according to age, 
paid a small sum as weekly pocket 
money. The balance of the money is 
paid to the Department and depos-
ited in a trust account for each child. 
When the child is discharged at the 
age of eighteen years he is entitled 
to draw by instalments one-fourth of 
the money held by the Department, 
the balance being paid to him when 
he reaches the age of twenty-one 
years.”

(This also applied to girls, 
except that their wages were half 
that of boys at the age of 14, rising 
to two-thirds by the age of 17.)

Wages denied
“I was so ashamed to tell any-

body about my experience, thinking 
they might think I was an idiot. But 
I had no say in the matter, having no 
guidance, I had nobody to advise 
me, as I never came into contact 
with the outside world.”

Other approaches in later years 
were almost as humiliating. Des was 
told that no wages were ever paid to 
the department or that the records of 
such payments had been destroyed 
during the floods that occurred in 
Brisbane many years later. All the 
time, the expectation from official 
quarters was that Des could and 
should forget the whole thing.

Today, as a result of persistent 
campaigning, there is recognition 
from the Queensland Government 

that there is an unresolved matter 
of these “stolen wages”. In 2002 
they offered $4000 to some former 
labourers and $2000 to others in 
a take it or leave it  deal. This has 
been rejected by most of the people 
abused by the system and used as 
slave labour in those years.

Des was not amongst those 
offered even that paltry payment. 
The Government knocked back 
his claim on the basis that his 
money was not held in trust under 
Aboriginal “protection” Acts but 
under different child protection leg-
islation which also included white 
children!

The Government’s offer only 
relates to those whose slavery and 
theft of wages was under Indigenous 
Acts – a matter of semantics as far 
as Des is concerned.

“I was a small baby when 
taken from my mother. I was taken 
because my mother was Aboriginal, 
but it’s not like I had a choice which 
Act I was taken under.”

After all a trust account is a trust 
account, regardless of which Act it 
was administered under.

The campaign continues while 
Des, on the verge of his 90th birth-
day, waits for sincere efforts on 
the part of the authorities to act 
with compassion and to close a 
disgraceful chapter in Australia’s 
history. J

The ACTU, ANTaR and other 
trade union and Indigenous 
rights organisations are 
co-ordinating the campaign 
about the stolen wages 
of these generations of 
Indigenous people. Contact 
can be made and materials, 
including postcards, can be 
downloaded at:
http://antar.dovenetq.net.au/
pdf/pcards.pdf 

“We are not contemplating the end
of holidays in Seville. We are contemplating

the end of circumstances which permit most beings
to remain on earth.”
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At the time of the Suharto 
dictatorship of Indonesia an agree-
ment was made with Australia that 
excluded rich oil and gas deposits 
under the sea from East Timorese 
territory.

The Australian Government 
continues to use this agreement that 
is a breach of the international law 
of the sea in negotiations with the 
independent government of East 
Timor. It is effectively robbing East 
Timor of resources that are esti-
mated to be worth $30 billion while 
its people remain among the poorest 
in the world.

The non-governmental organ-
isations urge Australia to set a firm 
timetable to establish a permanent 
maritime boundary between the two 
countries in upcoming negotiations. 
Preliminary talks on the maritime 
boundary were due to take place 

on November 10. The Howard 
Government has so far declined to 
accept a timetable or an end date for 
resolving the issue, despite repeated 
requests from the government of 
East Timor.

“Throughout these negotiations, 
East Timor should be treated fairly 
and as a sovereign nation, with the 
same rights as Australia”, says the 
NGO’s letter.

“At stake in these negotiations 
are East Timor’s rights as an inde-
pendent nation to establish national 
boundaries and to benefit from 
its own resources. This is indeed 
a test of Australia’s respect for 
East Timor’s right to genuine self-
determination”, said John Miller 
of the East Timor Action Network 
(ETAN) based in the US which 
coordinated the letter.

“The world will judge Australia 

based on whether it tries to bully 
East Timor or treats it fairly and 
as a sovereign equal in these 
negotiations.”

The letter states that under cur-
rent international legal principles, 
“the median line (half way between 
the coastlines of two countries) 
is the standard way to establish 
maritime exclusive economic zone 
boundaries when two countries are 
closer than 400 nautical miles to 
each other.

The letter says, “We have been 
troubled by your government’s 
callous disregard for East Timor’s 
sovereignty and rights, which seems 
contrary to the deep concern for 
East Timor expressed by so many 
Australians”. J

INTERNATIONAL

“Play fair” with East Timor
About 100 NGOs from 18 countries, including Australia, PNG, 
Sweden, Britain, Germany, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia and New 
Zealand, have written to Prime Minister Howard to “play fair” 
with East Timor when negotiating over the sea boundary between 
the two countries.

Gandy led off a panel discus-
sion at NYU called to mobilise for 
a national pro-choice rally on April 
25, 2004, in Washington, DC. She 
warned, “Those courts are already 
taking on many of the gains that 
the civil rights, the women’s rights, 
the human rights movements have 
fought for and won over the past 40 
years”.

For the first time, she said, all 
three branches of government are 
under the control of the far right, 
giving them unprecedented power.

Gandy emphasised that abortion 
issues are only a part of a sweeping 
attack on all rights associated with 
family planning. The ultra-right is 
also going after birth control and 
the rights of poor women to have 
children, by cutting welfare and day 
care programs.

“If you’re a mom on welfare, 
and you’re getting $282 a month 
in Mississippi, they’re going to tell 
you, ‘If you dare to have another 
child, we’re going make sure you 
can’t feed your other kids’. Because 
now, that welfare check is going to 
have to be split four ways instead of 
three.”

Elizabeth Toledo, communica-
tions Vice President of Planned 
Parenthood, agreed: “What’s hap-
pening now is best described as 

‘death by 1,000 cuts’ – a small 
attack here, a little bit bigger cut 
here, what seems like a different 
attack here, an attack over here, a 
stealth attack behind us. It isn’t until 
you look at the aggregate that you 
realize just how far we’ve slid back 
in recent years.”

Sylvia Enriquez, executive 
director of the National Latina 
Institute for Reproductive Health, 
said that while the Bush adminis-
tration’s attacks on women’s rights 
hurt all women, women of colour 
are especially affected.

“We have the highest number 
of women without health insurance. 
Almost 28 percent of Latinas don’t 
have access to pre-natal care, which 
is also an integral part of the broad 
spectrum of reproductive rights. We 
are disproportionately affected by 
sexually transmitted diseases.

“We do not have access to 
culturally sensitive, linguistically 
appropriate health care providers in 
our communities, and we also have 
limited access to safe and affordable 
abortions.”

Mary Alice Carter, the advocacy 
programs director of the New York 
National Abortion Rights Action 
League, agreed that next April’s 
march in Washington is imperative.

“We have to promise we’re gong 

to be at the march”, said Carter, “so 
there’s a massive demonstration that 
we don’t like where this country is 
going and we’re not going to watch 
it go that way”.

Organisers expect the rally to 
draw over a million participants, 
which Gandy said could have a 
major effect on the course of public 
policy, noting that these tactics were 
able to defend Roe v Wade in 1992, 
and to help sweep into Congress 
more women than ever before. 
“Well, we’re gonna be back there 
again”, she said.

“It’s important that the groups 
that are usually vocal – college-
aged women, people who already 
call themselves ‘feminists’ – are 
not the only people at this march”, 
said Jessica Wakeman, President 
of NOW at NYU, which organised 
the event with Voices for Choice, 
another campus group.

Much emphasis was placed 
on the need for the rally to be as 
diverse as possible: “We need to 
organise the largest delegation of 
Latinas ever in Washington DC 
on April 25,” said Enriquez. “It’s 
not just about abortion. It’s about 
bringing social justice to our com-
munities.”

Meredith King, who works in 
the march office, told the People’s 
Weekly World, “I’m here because as 
a young African American female I 
think it’s tremendously important 
that other African American females 
are here, to show that African 
Americans are part of the pro-choice 
movement”.
People’s Weekly World J

US Women urge
big turnout for April march

Citing what she called an assault by the Bush administration on the 
rights of women, Kim Gandy, President of the National Organization 
for Women (NOW), told a standing-room-only crowd at New York 
University (NYU) on October 28, “We’re here about a very real 
threat to a whole variety of rights under the Constitution from 
this administration, and more importantly, the judges who are 
appointed to lifetime positions on the federal courts”.

West Papuan
leader murdered

Last month Murib sent a letter 
to heads of state and the United 
Nations calling for a sovereign 
country to act as mediator between 
President Megawati Sukarnoputri 
and the West Papuan independence 
movement.

Murib, along with Petrus Tabuni 
and other OPM faction leaders, 
had called for a peaceful dialogue 
with Jakarta to discuss the political 
status of Papua. Murib’s letter, as 
well as film of an emotional appeal 
to the international community from 
Tabuni, was smuggled out of Papua 
and recentlly broadcast on the ABC 
Dateline program.

Murib was filmed reading the 
letter surrounded by his supporters 
in the remains of a village which 

was among 11 destroyed earlier 
this year by Kopassus forces in an 
operation that displaced over 1000 
civilians and left more than 20 dead.

There are also reports that at 
least 11,000 Indonesian troops have 
been deployed to Papua in recent 
months, leading to speculation of 
an imminent large-scale military 
operation.

Joe Collins from the Australia 
West Papua Association (AWPA) 
in Sydney said, “the  Australian 
Government should be urging the 
Indonesian Government to support 
and work with the civil society 
organisations and the OPM in West 
Papua who are trying to create a 
Zone of Peace as a way forward for 
West Papua”. J

There are reports from Indonesian-occupied (West) Papua of the 
murder of West Papuan Independence leader Yustinus Murib and 
at least nine of his clan by Indonesian forces. Murib was a regional 
commander of the Papuan Liberation Army, or OPM.

Go to http://www.etan.org/
action/issues/tsea.htm

for the text of the letter and a 
complete list of signatories.

Sydney

WORKING LIFE 1
an exhibition of paintings and works on paper

by Barbara Aroney and Paula Bloch
Barbara and Paula have been Visual Arts teachers for many years, as 
well as active trade unionists, participating in many campaigns related 
to public education, social justice, democracy, women’s and children’s 
rights, justice for Aboriginal people, peace and environmental issues.

3 November to 25 November.
Mon - Fri 8.00 am - 5.30pm

Sat 9.00 am - 2.30 pm
“fringe café” (NSW Teachers Federation)

23-33 Mary St Surry Hills

Record 179 countries
vote against

US blockade of Cuba

The resolution adopted obtained 
a record 179 votes in favour, with 
only the United States, Israel and 
the US-dependant Marshall Islands 
voting against it, and only two 
countries abstaining.

The vote recalls declarations 
made by the heads of state and 
government at Ibero-American 
Summits in relation to the need to 
eliminate the unilateral application 
of measures of an economic and 
commercial nature affecting the 
unfettered development of interna-
tional trade.

It also expresses concern at the 
continued promulgation and applica-
tion of laws and regulations such as 
the US Helms-Burton Act that affect 
the sovereignty of other states, the 
legitimate interests of entities and 
persons under their jurisdiction, and 
freedom of trade and navigation.

It reiterates previous calls on all 

states to abstain from undertaking 
actions of this kind, and urges the 
most rapid repeal or annulment pos-
sible of those in existence.

The resolution asks the UN 
Secretary General to prepare a 
report on the present resolution “in 
the light of the aims and principles 
of the organisation’s Charter and 
international law for presentation 
to the General Assembly in its next 
period of sessions”.

In that way the issue remains on 
the program for debate next year as 
a question of constant interest.

The vote is yet another smack in 
the face for US imperialism and its 
aggressive policies. The US suffered 
other setbacks when it was knocked 
off several UN Committees, includ-
ing Human Rights and its failure 
to force its corporate globalisation 
agenda through the WTO Ministerial 
meeting in Cancun. J

The UN General Assembly voted by an overwhelming majority 
on November 4 to end the economic, commercial and financial 
blockade imposed on Cuba by the United States.
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by Denise Winebrenner Edwards
Trade is not one of those issues 

folks talk about during the com-
mercial breaks of Monday Night 
Football, but it affects everything 
from clothes to prescription drugs 
to the frustrating phone menus 
encountered when tracking down a 
manufacturer’s warranty.

“Negotiated behind closed doors 
with little citizen input but plenty 
of suggestions from corporations, 
FTAA is yet another example of the 
kind of free market fundamentalism 
that has created a global race to the 
bottom that erodes environmental 
protection, workers’ livelihoods and 
human rights”, according to San 
Francisco-based Global Exchange. 
The Global Exchange was founded 
in 1988 to monitor and organise 
around international trade and envi-
ronmental issues.

Since 1988, fair trade coalitions 
have popped up across the country. 
Most are union-based and bring 
together environmentalists, small 
businesses, farmers and elected offi-
cials. In 1999, the streets of Seattle, 
then hosting the World Trade 
Organisation meetings, saw thou-
sands of “turtles and Teamsters” 
demanding fair trade, not free trade.

Last February, the AFL-CIO 
called on workers to oppose the 
FTAA and urged their participation 
in demonstrations against the FTAA 
meeting in Miami on November 
20-21. “The ministerial in Miami 
(the FTAA meeting of representa-
tives from all Western Hemisphere 

countries, except Cuba), and the 
elections in 2004 provide important 
opportunities to defeat the flawed 
FTAA”, the 13-million-member 
organisation said.

The Northern American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) lifted 
many trade restrictions between 
the US, Canada and Mexico and 
has been in effect since 1993, so 
critics of FTAA are not just study-
ing the fine print of a complicated 
trade agreement. FTAA is based 
on NAFTA and it expands the 
treaty across the entire Western 
Hemisphere.

FTAA is just another way to 
spell layoff and plant closure for 
working families. NAFTA cost 
the jobs of 765,000 working US 
families. When workers found new 
jobs, they earned two percent less 
than their previous jobs. In Mexico, 
workers’ wages fell by 21 percent 
and, according to a study at Cornell 
University, the jobs of 280,000 
Mexican workers vanished.

The treaty not only left unem-
ployment and wage cuts in its wake, 
it left toxic waste and pollution 
along the US/Mexico border where 
hepatitis and birth defects have 
skyrocketed.

Bethany Weidner is part of a 
caravan that left Washington State 
in September. In her online jour-
nal, she reports an interview with a 
rancher in Meadows, South Dakota. 
In a video, planned for showing 
in Miami, the rancher says as a 
result of NAFTA, the price of beef 

dropped from 87 cents a pound to 
38 cents, far below the cost of pro-
duction. FTAA, he says, will only 
benefit corporations, drive ranchers 
off their land, and destroy small 
farming communities. Steelworkers 
are on the bus making its way to 
Florida, as are human rights activ-
ists and environmentalists. There 
are rallies, meetings and potluck 
suppers all along the 7000-kilometre 
trip.

In its current form, FTAA 
contains language that would 
“liberalise” services, including 
public schools, energy, health care, 
postal delivery and water utilities. 
“Liberalise” in this context means 
privatisation. Whereas NAFTA 
only applied to three countries, 
FTAA would allow private corpo-
rations to raid public services in 34 
countries.

The Rainforest Action Network, 
Global Exchange and the Student 
Environmental Coalition left 
George Washington University in 
Washington, DC, on October 25 
in a “Stop FTAA/On to Miami” 
roadshow. Their 10 scheduled stops, 
from New England to Pennsylvania, 
are aimed at building understanding 
of a complicated issue and mobilis-
ing students and professors to come 
to Miami.

Reverend Lucy Hitchcock 
Seek, of the Unitarian Church in 
Miami, is one of hundreds organis-
ing to greet activists as they roll into 
Miami. “We don’t have economic 
democracy in this world”, she told 
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel, 
“because corporations have taken 
more and more of the power to the 
point where, in some cases, they 
have more power than nations. The 
march in Miami … is our chance 
to say: ‘This needs to change. It’s 
affecting our lives, our children, our 
land and our souls’.”
People’s Weekly World J

INTERNATIONAL

If you are a Kmart shopper or a rancher in Montana; a mum and 
dad wondering about what the kids will do once they finish school; 
or a retiree, worried about pension and health care, the Free Trade 
Area of the Americas (FTAA) is not for you.

by Roberta Wood
In response to the raids, one 

labour union official charged, “They 
should be looking for terrorists, not 
hard-working immigrants”.

The Bush administration “is 
trying to keep people scared, wor-
ried about national security”, 
said Kat Rodriguez, organiser for 
Tucson-based human rights group 
Derechos Humanos. “They want to 
justify this department’s massive 
spending.”

In response to the raids, AFL-
CIO President John Sweeney 
called for changing the nation’s 
immigration laws that “encour-
age the exploitation of workers”, 
making them “easy prey for Wal-
Mart and other companies bent on 
exploitation”.

Last month, thousands of 
Freedom Riders, undocumented 
immigrants and their supporters 
filled the Capitol, just blocks from 
DHS headquarters, demanding 
legalisation and a path to citizenship 
for precisely those hard-working 
immigrant workers like the ones 
caught in DHS’s net. The Freedom 
Riders won the support of millions 
of people across the country.

The arrested workers, includ-
ing Mexican, Eastern European, 
Mongolian, and Brazilian immi-
grants, now await deportation 
hearings.

Meanwhile, in 3474 Wal-Marts 
and millions of workplaces across 
America, immigrants and others 
returned to their jobs in stores, fac-
tories and fields in spite of news of 

the raids. “There are a lot of people 
worried”, about being arrested and 
deported, an undocumented New 
England Wal-Mart employee told 
the People’s Weekly World. But, he 
explained, they all came back to 
work because they need their jobs.

Reports stated that all but 10 
of those arrested were employees 
of companies contracted to do 
cleaning by Wal-Mart, the nation’s 
largest employer. But Wal-Mart 
spokesperson Sharon Weber told 
the People’s Weekly World that 
cleaning crews in most Wal-
Marts are direct employees, not 
contractors. She declined to give 
their wages, insisting, however, 
they are “competitive with the local 
economy”. Arrested employees 
report working for US$6 an hour. 
“The ‘Wal-Martisation’ of our 
economy is driving down wages and 
workers’ rights through a relentless 
search for the cheapest labour”, said 
Sweeney in a prepared statement.

The United Food and 
Commercial Workers Union, 
representing the nation’s grocery 
workers, have blamed the prolif-
eration of Wal-Mart stores and its 
standard of meagre wages and bene-
fits for the current strike and lockout 
of 70,000 retail workers in Southern 
California.

DHS’s Courtney had no expla-
nation why the arrestees included 
only workers, not managers or Wal-
Mart executives.
People’s Weekly World J

Homeland Security arrests
Under the cover of darkness, in well-synchronised raids, scores of 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) agents took the night 
shift cleaning crews into custody at 60 Wal-Mart stores across 
the United States. In what The New York Times called the largest 
immigration crackdown in years, Homeland Security arrested 250 
mop- and broom-wielding janitors. Homeland Security spokesman 
Garrison Courtney could cite no link between those arrested and 
security issues, although he told the People’s Weekly World the 
department’s first priority is national security.

LITHUANIA: A delegation of the Communist Party of Greece 
visited Lithuania at the end of October on the invitation of 
the Socialist Party of Lithuania. The delegation visited the 
imprisoned leaders of the Communist Party of Lithuania 
and held a meeting with the First Secretary of CC of CPL, 
Mikolas Buraliavitsious and the member of the Secretariat of 
CPL Giozas Kuolialis in prison. Mikolas Buraliavitsious has 
been imprisoned for ten years and Giuozas Kuolialis for five 
years. This has been the first visit by a foreign delegation to 
the Vilnius prison. The Greek communists pointed out that 
the two Lithuanian communist leaders had been initially ac-
cused of “treason” but the indictment collapsed during the 
trial. So they were sentenced retrospectively under other 
clauses endorsed after their arrest. The CPG delegation reiter-
ated their solidarity with the communists and parties that face 
persecution. They demanded the immediate release of the 
imprisoned communists and the legalisation of the Communist 
Party during a press conference and meetings with officials.

UNITED NATIONS: The United Nations General Secretary Kofi 
Annan said that in 2002, for the sixth consecutive year, devel-
oping countries had made a net transfer of financial resources 
of almost US$200 billion to other countries. Mr Annan, who 
spoke at the high-level dialogue of the General Assembly on fi-
nancing for development, said such a situation lacked common 
sense. “Funds should be moving from developed countries 
to developing countries, but these numbers tell us the oppo-
site is happening”, he said. “Funds that could be promoting 
investment and growth in developing countries, or building 
schools and hospitals, are instead being transferred abroad.”

ISRAEL: Twenty-one per cent of the Israeli population – 1.3 
million people – live below the poverty line, according to the 
Poverty Report released by the Social Affairs Ministry. The 
report based on National Insurance Institute figures, revealed 
that 1,321,000 people lived below poverty line in 2002, 
618,000 of them children. A family is considered to be below 
the poverty line when its disposable income is less than half 
the average national salary of A$441.42 per month. The Social 
Affairs Minister said, “This information is extremely worrying 
and is, in effect, a warning sign for Israeli society. Those who 
attribute the poverty in Israel to the economic crisis are mis-
leading the Israeli public”, he went on to say. “The problem 
is in the dividing of national income. The alarming increase 
in the dimension of poverty has left the rich unaffected.” 
The 2002 poverty report does not reflect the full impact of 
the recently implemented welfare cuts. Meanwhile one third 
of the Israeli budget is being spent on so-called defence.

CHINA: Exports rose by 30 per cent between 2000 and 
2002, while world trade stagnated, according to the 
WTO. China has become the fourth largest merchandise 
trader, counting the European Union as a single trader.

Global briefs

“Free trade” not what it seems

Sydney
Australian Aid for Ireland Presents

Bobby Sands
Memorial Night
Special guest Jim Neeson

(Sinn Féin International Department)
Featuring

Shin Dig, Martin Doherty
and Denis Kevans

Saturday 29 November
7.30pm

Illinois Hotel
1315 Parramatta Rd, Five Dock

(cnr Arlington Road)
Contact Stephen Lawler 0411 559 149

$15

Whereas NAFTA only applied to three countries, 
the FTAA would allow private corporations to raid 

public services in 34 countries.
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Vandalising films
Some domestic appliances are 
surely a waste of technology. Does 
anyone really need a $10,000-
$15,000 plasma TV screen in 
their home? (Although I stood 
in Bing Lee a few weeks back 
and watched a family of three 
– parents and child – obviously 
preparing to buy one; their 
only concern was getting the 
appropriate size for the space 
on their wall!)

by Rob Gowland
On the hand, DVDs are clearly 

a welcome advance on videotapes. 
They are certainly more expensive 
(capitalists never miss a chance to 
charge more) but the image qual-
ity is so much better: sharper, more 
detailed, of higher quality all over.

Unlike videotapes, DVDs are 
also more likely to present wide-
screen films in their original ratio 
(the way SBS does with wide-
screen movies). This is actually 
very important, for film is a visual 
medium and should be viewed as 
close as possible to the way it was 
shot.

And while capitalists would 
have us believe that film is essen-
tially an industry, it is in fact an art 
form (and a medium of education). 
Regrettably, its ability to draw large 
numbers of people together as a 
paying audience has also made it 
viable as a profit-making business.

Its business or industry role is 

really of secondary importance, 
except that under capitalism this 
role has inevitably been made the 
first consideration, resulting in the 
deforming of the greater part of 
world filmmaking for a century.

Nevertheless, film is primar-
ily an art form, the only really new 
art form of the 20th century. Any 
perusal of the interminable closing 
credits of a modern film will quick-
ly confirm that it is also very much 
a collaborative medium.

The artistic contribution of 
many people is required to make 
a film: the writer (to determine 
what it is about); the director, who 
determines how it is made; the cin-
ematographer who decides how it 
will be lit and photographed (it is 
after all a moving picture show); 
the editor who determines how 
all the various shots will be cut 
together; the composer (whose job 
is basically to create and maintain 
atmosphere); and the actors, who 
interpret the various characters.

And they are by no means all. 
Each component is highly complex. 
Take cinematography, for example.

It combines all the elements 
of still photography (composition, 
lighting, etc) with the added ele-
ments of scale (a cinema screen is 
huge, allowing extreme detail to be 
seen) and especially motion. In a 
movie, there is movement of people 
and objects within the frame and 
also movement of the camera itself.

A good lighting cameraperson 
or cinematographer will use the 
whole screen for every shot. There 
may be no significant action in part 
of the screen at any given moment, 
but none of it will be “dead” space: 
it will be needed to balance some 
other part of the image, or to direct 
the viewer’s attention in a given 
direction, or even to mislead the eye 
in preparation for a shock effect.

But for the bankers, moguls 
and other entrepreneurs of the film 

industry, the art of the film is only 
of value as a means of putting bums 
on seats. They have no more com-
punction about cutting the sides off 
a film than they have about cutting a 
chunk out of a film.

Television, with the notable 
exception of SBS, is notorious for 
screening wide-screen films in 
standard screen format. Standard 
screen has an aspect ratio of 1.33:1 
(ie 4 wide by 3 high). To the human 
eye this looks more or less square, 
whereas an actual square image 
looks curiously “wrong”.

Wide-screen films are usually 
shot in either anamorphic or non-
anamorphic mode. Anamorphic 
films, in which the image is 
squeezed on filming and then 
unsqueezed for projection, such as 
CinemaScope and Panavision, usu-
ally have an aspect ratio of 2.35:1.

The aspect ratio of non-ana-
morphic films, in which there is no 
squeezing of the image, just mask-
ing of the top and bottom of the 
image in the camera, is usually 1.85:
1 or sometimes 1.66:1.

Showing any wide-screen film 
in standard screen results in substan-
tial parts of the picture being lopped 
off. Screening them on television 
without “letterboxing” them, has the 
same unfortunate, even barbarous, 
results.

Only “letterboxing” as SBS 
does, can restore a film to its correct 
ratio on television. But the film and 
TV industry moguls have no interest 
in giving the despised public a film 
in the ratio in which it was shot.

The filmmakers may clearly 
have intended the film to be seen 
in a wide-screen format, but the 
“industry” will prefer to chop off 
big chunks from the sides of the 
image in order to fill the TV screen 
from top to bottom! In this they 
demonstrate almost equal contempt 
for the filmmakers and for the poor 
long-suffering public.

One of the attractions of the 
DVD format is the way wide-screen 
films on DVD tend to be presented 
“letterboxed”, ie in wide-screen. 
The total image may be smaller, but 
at least you see all of it, and you see 
it as you were intended to.

The other day I bought a brand 
new DVD of the 1994 hit comedy 
Four Weddings and a Funeral. I 
was not a little miffed to find when 
I screened it that it was in standard 
screen, although the original film 
had been wide-screen.

There was no indication on the 
case that the image was incomplete. 
(Often there’s a small note saying 
“Reformatted to fit your TV”.)

What was the effect? Well, in 
one scene, Simon Callow, Hugh 
Grant and John Hannah are walking 
across a crowded room at a wedding 
reception, in animated conversation.

The camera holds the three of 

them in tight shot, and tracks with 
them through the crowd. In the stan-
dard screen DVD version, only one 
of them can be seen at a time, the 
other two being reduced to an arm, 
part of a torso or even a nose.

Meanwhile, all three can be 
heard talking, but the actual person 
talking has often passed “out of 
shot”. This makes a travesty of 
Michael Coulter’s excellent pho-
tography.

No one would think of exhibit-
ing a painter’s work with the top 
chopped off every painting, or the 
work of a poet while arbitrarily 
dropping stanzas out of his or her 
poems.

But film is under the control 
of capital, and capitalists are not 
going to be deterred from making 
a buck just because of artistic 
considerations.

Vandalism rules, OK? J

The ultra-left, history 
and technological 
consciousness
The responses by Vic Williams 
and Tom Gill to my letter of 
September 17, 2003, miss some 
important aspects not only of 
Adorno’s dialectics but also 
his engagement with Marxism, 
other left intellectuals and student 
politics of the late 1960’s.

While I would agree with Tom 
Gill that this technological con-
sciousness may come from and 
serve the interests of the ruling 
classes, what becomes popular and 
therefore consumed is determined 
by the masses not the ruling class 
elites.

Many of the most popular tele-
vision shows, movies, magazines, 
music and other forms of art and 
culture are popular not so much 
because they may be good or bad 
art, but because they require so little 
moral or aesthetic effort to engage 
with them. It is easier to listen to 
Kylie Minogue than Beethoven or 
watch “Better Homes and Gardens” 
and “Australian Idol” than “The 
Awful Truth” and “Futurama”, but a 
lot less likely that one’s conscious-
ness will be effected by them.

In reply to Vic William’s lump-
ing of Marcuse, Satre and Adorno 
together as the main ideological 
leaders of that time, this is deceptive 
and mischievous. Satre, who while 
he was a left-wing dissident intel-
lectual, was not a Marxist and was 
more renowned as an exponent of 
existentialism, than a proponent of 
socialist or revolutionary thought.

There were differences of opin-
ion between Marcuse and Adorno 
as to what each believed could be 

achieved by the student revolts in 
Germany, France, the USA and 
elsewhere.

Marcuse believed that the situa-
tion concerning the war in Vietnam, 
police repression of student 
demonstrations and other revolts 
against the system had become 
unbearable and demanded, “that 
extra-parliamentary opposition (i.e., 
civil action and civil disobedience) 
becomes the only form of contesta-
tion which can be taken”.

Adorno replied that while he 
believed that the student move-
ment had interrupted the smooth 
transition to the totally administered 
world, he did not think that praxis 
was capable of affecting a social 
intervention at this time. 

Ultimately, Adorno was proved 
right. The revolts against the system 
were not sustained and had quietly 
slipped away by the beginning of 
1973.

Here we are 30 years later and 
what has changed. I agree with 
Williams that the left progressive 
forces of politics need to “win the 
new, young forces emerging to 
progressive and consistent action”. 
However, we are not going to win 
them with the out-of-date politics 
and ideology of Lenin, Stalin and 
Trotsky – especially in the light of 
the spectacular collapse, though not 
necessarily failure, of the Soviet 
Union and its satellites.

Today, an increasing number 
of people in the West are becoming 
cynical about the order of the world 
under capital and are beginning to 
wake up from the dull, repetitive 
and tiring hum of the culture indus-
try that acts to prop up the veneer 
of capital. People are starting to get 
organised for action and to look for 
the ideas and information in other 

places, which will help them get 
from theory into practice.

For these people there will be a 
persistence of the critical or dialecti-
cal thinking and ideas of Adorno. 
The idea that not only the means 
of production must be expropriated 
from capital, but also our hearts, 
minds and souls and in this way 
allow the ideas, thoughts and feel-
ings for a different world to be born.

Richard Titelius
WA

Ruddock’s promotion
The appointment of Mr Ruddock 
to Attorney-General is a further 
example the Promotion of Proven 
Duds (PPD) and Reward for 
Failure (RFF) Principles of 
Management. Regrettably, 
such appointments are almost 
inevitable for Governments 
labouring under the Westminster 
system because the pool of 
Ministerial talent is extremely 
limited.

Ministers have to be “in and of 
the Parliament”, meaning they must 
be elected MPs. Thus, at the federal 
level, choices have to be made from 
a mere 90 or so career politicians, 
mostly lawyers who are dysfunc-
tional amateurs in virtually every 
portfolio.

Real expertise and experience 
is available outside the Parliament 
but the Westminster system prevents 
it from being fully engaged in the 
Government of the nation.

This political “culture” can and 
should be changed, the sooner the 
better.

Klaas Woldring
Pearl Beach, NSW

LETTERS

Culture
& Life

Urgent Baghdad Hospital Appeal
$2000 by Christmas

This money will help buy:
• Bandages
• Medicines
• Crutches and prosthesis

The Communist Party of Australia appeals for your support to help 
overcome the tragedy that has overtaken the Iraqi people – two wars, 
foreign occupation, civil strife, daily killings, depleted uranium and no 
legitimate independent government or administration.
Hundreds of thousands of Australians campaigned to prevent the war. 
We did not succeed and now we have the grim consequences of that 
war and occupation to help overcome.
Money collected will be conveyed to the Iraqi Communist Party for 
distribution in Baghdad.
"- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Baghdad Hospital Appeal
I…………………………………….
of ……………………………………………………
donate $.................... to the above appeal.
I agree/do not agree to having my contribution
acknowledged in The Guardian.
Contributions by cheque, money order or credit card giving 
name on the card, card number and expiry date.

Name on credit card ____________________________

Credit card ________  ________  ________  ________

Expiry date ___________

( Got something to say? )
Got an opinion about the system, about human rights, 
the labour movenment, peace, land rights, socialism, 

privatisation, child care, your local community? 

. Then write it down and send it to us. *
Letters of up to 400 words in length are preferred.
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The Gaelic Club, like all clubs, is required to have non members sign in.
To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.

Inq: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737, 
jol@pnc.com.au PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554

www.politicsinthepub.org

Arthur Conan Doyle’s classic 
boys’ adventure The Lost World 
(ABC 8.30pm Sunday) is, as 
the British Express says, “an 
absolutely ripping yarn”. The 
arrogant Professor Challenger 
claims to have seen living 
dinosaurs on a high, isolated 
plateau in the Amazon jungle.

A titled adventurer and a 
headline-hunting newspaper agree 
to outfit an expedition to find out 
if Challenger’s story has any truth 
in it.

After many adventures in the 
Lost World with dinosaurs, ape-men 
and Indians, the explorers return 
with a captive pterosaur which 
unfortunately escapes when being 
shown to the scientific world for the 
first time.

This repeat of the 2001 TV 
production, features an excellent 
cast that includes Bob Hoskins as 
Professor Challenger, James Fox 
as the initially sceptical Professor 
Summerlee, Tom Ward as the 
man-of-action Lord John Roxton, 
and Matthew Rhys as the unheroic 
newspaperman Edward Malone.

It was a co-production between 
the BBC and the US cable channel 
the Arts & Entertainment Network. 
The US connection probably 
explains the introduction into the 
script of two new and unneces-
sary characters: Peter Falk as a 
fundamentalist American religious 
fanatic, the Reverend Theo Kerr, 
and Elaine Cassidy as his niece, 
Agnes Cluny.

The location shooting in 
New Zealand is a treat and the 
Walking With Dinosaurs team 
splendidly creates and integrates 
the various Iguanadons, Allosaurs 
and Pterosaurs the adventurer’s 
encounter. The several attacks 
and pursuits – especially that on 

the Indian village by two huge 
Allosaurs – are particularly well 
done and quite exciting.

Among the documentaries of 
interest this week are the 

new series Jimmy Carter (ABC 
8.30pm Mondays), which should 
be interesting if not terribly deep 
(it’s made by WGBH, the Boston 
public broadcasting station); and 
Islander in A Big Country Revisited 
(ABC 8.00pm Tuesday), which 
deals with the continuing struggle of 
the Torres Strait Islander people for 
land rights (or in their terms, island 
rights).

American film director 
Martin Scorsese has made 

cogent contributions to a number 
of documentaries on the cinema, 
including his own three-part series 
in 1997’s spate of documentaries 
commemorating the centenary of 
cinema.

In the new five-part docu-
mentary series Martin Scorsese: 
My Voyage to Italy (SBS 7.30pm 
Tuesdays) Scorsese takes us on 
a very personal journey through 
Italian cinema history.

The series looks at those Italian 
films that had a deep impact on 
Scorsese over the years, in the 
process also examining his own 
formation as a filmmaker and as a 
person.

The series begins with the very 
first Italian films Scorsese saw as a 
child, with his family: the ground-
breaking Neo-realist pictures made 
by Rossellini, De Sica and Visconti. 
They not only opened up a whole 
new world for Scorsese when he 
was a boy – they also gave him a 
glimpse of his own origins.

As Italian cinema evolved after 
the Second World War, so did the 
future filmmaker, as he watched 
and absorbed the bold, increasingly 
experimental work of these and 
other directors. Among the films 
examined are Paisà, Umberto D, 
Ossessione, Fabiola, I Vitelloni, 
Voyage to Italy, Senso, L’Avventura 
and 81⁄2.

During the run of Martin 
Scorsese: My Voyage to Italy, 
SBS Television will screen films 
by the featured filmmakers in the 
Cinema Classic timeslot, pre-
sented by David Stratton. The first 
film is Divorce Italian Style (SBS 
11.35pm Sunday), a cynical, even 
caustic, attack on Italy’s lack of 

divorce laws by left-wing director 
by Pietro Germi.

I n Chasing The Sleeper 
Cell on Cutting Edge 

(SBS 8.30pm Tuesday), the PBS 
Frontline program and The New 
York Times join forces with the 
White House to unashamedly 
“fight terrorism”, in the form of 
the “Lackawanna Six”, an alleged 
Al Qaida-trained “sleeper cell” of 
American terrorists.

If the program sounds like 
a mixture of White House 
propaganda and intelligence 
service disinformation, that’s 
because it is.

I won’t be giving any secrets 
away, even to those few 

Guardian readers who still watch 
The Bill (ABC 8.30pm Tuesday 
and Saturday), if I tell you that 
Seargeant Mathew Boyden gets 
killed off this week. Also killed off 
is the Tuesday night screening of 
The Bill.

Boyden’s murder will not be 
investigated on future episodes of 
The Bill, either. That is the task of a 
new series that will replace the long 
running cop show on Tuesdays from 
next week: Murder Investigation 
Team.

It comes from the same stable as 
The Bill, and characters from that 
show appear in the first episode of 
the new show, presumably to help 
get it established with the same 
audience.

The makers of The Bill, sensing 
audience disquiet at the descent of 
the series into soap opera, recently 
got themselves a new producer of 
some talent, but they have since 
sacked him for trying to dump the 
soap opera in favour of concentrat-
ing on police work.

It seems, the soap opera stuff 
gets ratings and that’s what counts 
with the company that makes the 
series.

The largest film industry in 
the world is not Hollywood 

but the Indian cinema. The main-
stream Indian film industry, largely 
based in Bombay and known deri-
sively as “Bollywood”, confirms 
that quantity does not equate with 
quality.

On the other hand, India has 
also produced a splendid alternative 
cinema of great power and beauty. 
Sadly, successive governments have 
allowed this alternative cinema to be 

overwhelmed by the crass commer-
cialism of the mainstream industry

The Indian cinema is one of 
seven national cinemas that are 
examined in the Canadian series 
Cinemas of the World (SBS 
8.30pm Wednesdays). The others 
are those of Denmark, Spain, Hong 
Kong (third biggest film producer in 
the world, believe it or not), China, 
Japan and Brazil.

Major cinemas that are miss-
ing are those of Iran, Francophone 
Africa and Eastern Europe.

Each episode, we are told, 
“delves into the unique and magi-
cal styles of cinema” in the country 
being studied.

You might like to take a look 
at Reverend Sun Myung 

Moon: Emperor Of The Universe 
(ABC 11.00pm Wednesday), 
which details the life and extraor-

dinary times of the self-proclaimed 
“Messiah of all Mankind” and 
founder of the Moonies cult.

Jailed for tax evasion and 
prohibited from entering the UK, 
Moon, the billionnaire owner of The 
New York Post, among other things, 
has been accused of everything from 
involvement with the Korean CIA to 
megalomania.

To his friends, including George 
Bush Snr and Sir Edward Heath, he 
is a hero: a man of profound spiritu-
ality who strives to vanquish Satan 
and Communism.

The two-part report on 
Dinosaur Dealers (SBS 

8.30pm Fridays) confirms that 
capitalists will commodify anything, 
even old bones, and that if you try 
to stop their exploiting of that com-
modity they will resort to crime to 
get around your “interference”. J
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Peace is not a question of legitimacy,
but of humanity

I am truly honoured to be 
included in this endeavour among 
such distinguished recipients of the 
Sydney Peace Prize. May I also 
view this prize as a recognition of 
all those who have maintained an 
unwavering commitment to a just 
resolution of the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict, who have defied the pre-
vailing dynamic of violence and 
the mutual infliction of pain and de-
legitimisation, and who continue to 
provide hope in the midst of despair 
on both sides of the “divide”.

Palestinians and Israelis, as 
well as people of good conscience 
throughout the world, will share the 
empowerment of this recognition as 
a significant force for reconciliation 
and inclusion.

You too have chosen cour-
ageously to take sides in the struggle 
against injustice as opposed to the 
refuge of so-called neutrality or the 
self-interest of power. You have 
refused to be deflected, intimidated, 
or silenced, exercising a tenacity 
and determination that are the rare 
attributes of moral leadership and 
genuine service.

Voices of sanity
It is precisely during such times 

of adversity and pain, of violence 
and victimisation, of unilateralism 
and militarism, of ideological funda-
mentalism and absolutist exclusivity, 
that the world is most in need of 
voices and forces of sanity, reason 
and moral responsibility – the genu-
ine building blocks of peace.

As we witness attempts at 
imposing a simplistic view of a 
Manichean universe, of polarisation 
and stereotypes of good and evil, we 
are most in need of those who will 
engage in a redemptive validation 
of pluralism, tolerance, diversity, 
authenticity of identity, and the 
comprehensive engagement in col-
lective responsibility.

Such is the nature of interven-
tion that the world requires, not 
only to resolve conflicts but also to 
prevent them from erupting or gen-
erating their own destructive forces 
that could spiral out of control.

No conflict should take us by 
surprise, for all the symptoms are 
recognisable and the components 
definable. Longstanding grievances 
and inequities have become all too 
familiar and have been left to fester 
on their own or to be manipulated 
by the strong as a means of victim-
ising the weak.

Since an aspect of globalisa-
tion is the redefinition of enemies 
and allies, friends and foes, cross-
ing national, territorial, and 

cultural boundaries, the process of 
rectification must also utilise the 
means made available by the knowl-
edge and IT revolution as tools of 
contemporary global realities.

Thus hunger, poverty, illit-
eracy, the spread of disease, the 
degradation of the environment, the 
disenfranchisement of the weak, the 
suspension of human rights, among 
others, are all universal enemies 
that require the collective effort 
of universal allies. Human-based 
development programs and inclu-
sive systems of governance remain 
the most appropriate means of 
empowerment.

Most significantly, the indis-
pensable universal instruments 
remain those that ascertain a global 
rule of law, encompassing both 
state and non-state actors, capable 
of assessing culpability, providing 
accountability, and ensuring redress 
with justice.

Along with their multilateral 
institutions, they remain safeguards 
against unilateral power on the 
rampage or destructive military pre-
emption on the basis of subjective 
criteria.

With that in mind, peace in the 
Middle East, or the just solution of 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, can 
be addressed in its proper context 
as the longest standing case of 
military occupation and as the most 
persistent unresolved case of denial, 
dispossession and exile in contem-
porary history.

As such, it is also an ana-
chronism in that it has all the 
components of a colonial condition 
in a post neo-colonial world.

Regionally, the conflict has 
provided a convenient excuse for 
the suspension of human rights, 
the evasion of democratic systems 
of governance, the waste of nat-
ural and human resources, and the 
perpetuation of centralised regimes 
that held back the challenges of 
development – all under the guise of 
“national security” and the external 
military threat.

For decades, war, or the threat 
of military hostilities, has served 
to maintain the status quo and 
has framed the region within mis-
placed notions of self-defence that 
contributed to the rising power of 
extremism and fundamentalism 
rather than human empowerment 
and global engagement.

Peace, or the prospect thereof, is 
possibly the most effective force for 
dislodging such notions and trends, 
becoming, de facto, the most desta-
bilising factor in a region suffering 
from an imposed state of suspended 
animation.

Colonialism
The legacy of colonialism 

clearly has served the interests 
of those in power, predominantly 
client regimes, who sought to main-
tain control, thereby leading to the 
collusion of internal and external 
forces in the exclusion of the people 
as a whole.

A just and comprehensive solu-
tion to the Palestinian-Israeli (and 
hence Arab-Israeli) conflict would 
unleash all those forces so far held 
in abeyance, but forming the indis-
pensable energy for sustainable 
progress, development, democrati-
sation, and regional integration.

Globally, the Palestinian ques-
tion remains central to any human 
vision of globalisation as a test of 
the collective will to intervene and 
to maintain a global rule of law 
based on operative principles of jus-
tice and historical redemption.

Granted, the current dynamic 
is antithetical to the aspirations of 
peacemakers who had based their 
endeavours on the universality of 
human rights, parity before the 
law, positive intervention, and the 
non-violent resolution of conflicts 
through redress and the elimination 
of grievances. [A] serious paradigm 
shift is necessary for the restoration 
of these human values that have 
been subverted in the aftermath of 
September 11 and the triumph of the 
neo-conservatives and fundamental-
ist ideologues in key power centres.

Logic of peace
The logic of peace that had 

been formulated painstakingly 
(and painfully) as the substance of 
Palestinian-Israeli encounters and 
dialogue is currently being drowned 
by the din of war drums and the 
frenzied mutual infliction of pain 
over the last three years.

Such tragic and unprecedented 
pervasive violence is not only 
eradicating previous achievements 
and agreements, but is also destroy-
ing the prospects of any future 
reconciliation.

Its most alarming impact is on 
the perceptions and attitudes of both 
peoples, particularly in the regres-
sion towards the fallacies of the past 
and the stance of mutual negation 
emanating from the revival of deep-
seated existential fears of survival.

Such fallacies and false assump-
tions must be boldly confronted and 
systematically deconstructed if there 
is any hope of extricating both sides 
from this lethal and self-perpetuat-
ing trap of mutual destruction.

The notion that a whole nation 
can be brought to its knees by the 
use of unbridled violence, or that 
the will of a people can be defeated 
by military means must be discarded 
once and for all.

On November 5, Dr Hanan Ashrawi addressed a public meeting 
in Sydney as part of her being awarded the Sydney Peace Prize by 
the Sydney Peace Foundation. This is her speech to that meeting, 
slightly abridged.

Armies may be able to defeat 
other armies, but the limits of power 
are most apparent when used against 
civilians and non-combatants. Along 
with that, the fallacy that there is or 
can be a military solution to the 
conflict must be completely and 
irrevocably discarded.

“Balance of terror”
Conversely, the emergence of 

the bizarre concept of a “balance of 
terror” has reinforced the irrational 
and immoral killing of civilians and 
the victimisation of the innocent.

The drive for revenge like the 
escalation of military brutality, 
has generated the most tragic and 
futile momentum for escalation and 
self-destruction.

Self-determination to the 
Palestinian people is not an abstrac-
tion, but the actual realisation and 
enactment, of their identity on their 
own land, and a motivating force for 
independence and statehood.

It is the final negation of the 
myth of a “land without a people 
for a people without a land” that 
has long framed the rationalisa-
tion for the most extreme forms 
of Zionism that sought to deny the 
very existence and humanity of the 
Palestinians.

For the conflict to be resolved, 
its causes must be identified and 
solved, while grievances and fears 
on both sides must be addressed 
and laid to rest. Neither side can 
lay claim to a monopoly of pain and 
suffering.

Clearly, peace cannot be made 
incumbent upon converting all 
Palestinians to Zionism or trans-
forming all Israelis to espouse 
Palestinian nationalism.

Historical records must be rec-
onciled, whether in the recognition 
of the horror of the holocaust and 
all its horrendous implications, or 
in the historical victimisation of the 

Palestinian people and their dual 
tragedy of dispossession and exile, 
on the one hand, and oppression and 
occupation on the other.

Historical Palestine
Since the essential requirement 

for peace lies in sharing the land of 
historical Palestine, it follows that 
there has to be a shared legitimacy 
based on parity and mutuality.

Neither side can – or should 
be allowed to –destroy the other 
physically, morally, or legally. A full 
admission of equal value to human 
lives and rights must be internalised, 
with no claims to superiority on 
those most essential human values 
and attributes.

In the same way, there can be 
no exclusivity of claims – whether 
to the land or to security or to the 
discourse and public presentation 
of the issues. Shared boundaries 
exist both as territorial and as moral/
human concepts of proximity and 
interaction.

Security, therefore, is a factor 
of mutuality and interdependence, 
emanating from the core consid-
erations of the totality of human 
imperatives. Historical, territorial, 
cultural, economic, social, personal, 
existential, legal, and political 
dimensions of security must shape 
the issues and drive the process 
beyond the narrow confines of mil-
itary security.

A human and humanistic 
strategic approach to peace is by 
definition one of integrated empow-
erment rather than the stratagems of 
power politics or coercion or mili-
tary control.

I believe a two-state solution is 
still possible, although it is becom-
ing increasingly difficult with the 
expansion of Israeli settlements, 
bypass roads and the apartheid wall. 
Jerusalem could be an open city, the 
shared capital of both states. J

Neither side can – or should be allowed to – 
destroy the other physically, morally, or legally


