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“Competition” to hit
SA gas consumers

Less than 12 months after being hit by sky rocketing
electricity bills, South Australians are set once again
to feel the full brunt of competition, deregulation and
privatisation. Thistimeit istheir gas billsthat are about
torise. And it will only bea matter of timebeforetherest

of Australia follows.

by Bob Briton

Essential Service Commission
chairman Lew Owens has warned
South Australians that they will
pay up to 20 percent more for their
gas next winter when the market is
opened up for competition between
retailers. The cost of new computer
systems and structures supposedly
needed before other corporations
can move into the market is the
reason given for the price spike. All
these additional costswill be passed
on to consumers plus a bit extrato
cover for profit margins.

The increase would see average
household bills rise from around
$470 to $560 per annum. The same
households have already been hit
with an average 26 percent increase
in electricity charges since January
when afully deregulated, free mar-
ket in electricity was introduced.

Mr Owens aso warned that
electricity charges are not likely
to come down in 2004. It seems
that lower wholesale electricity
prices have been offset by increased
transmission costs.

Many SA households are
aready in trouble with their power
bills. AGL reports that 3000 of their
customers are on specia payments
plans because they cannot pay their
billsin one hit. The SA Council of
Socia Service said that their finan-
cial advisers were fully booked up
and that there is atwo-week waiting
list for an appointment.

The Electricity Industry
Ombudsman Nick Hakof notes
that complaints from electric-
ity consumers have doubled in
the past 12 months. Many protest
that they cannot afford to pay their
bills. “Although this office does
not have jurisdiction to deal with
prices, many consumers contacted
my office to express resentment,
anger and suspicion”, he told the
Adelaide Advertiser last week.

The entry of the NSW govern-
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ment-owned Energy Australiato SA
markets is not anticipated to bring
relief and it now seems that the SNI
interconnector to the power-rich
NSW grid will not go ahead.

The Murraylink interconnector
between Red Cliffsin Victoriaand
Monash in SA has been given regu-
lated status by the ACCC instead.
Power usersin Victoriaand SA
will pay a $107 million subsidy
to the Murraylink Transmission
Company over the next 10 years.
That cost will aso be added to their
electricity hills.

Mr Owens has said that the
only way that households could
bring their bills down is to shop
around among the deals on offer
from AGL’s competitors, TXU and
Origin Energy.

This can be a mind-numbing
experience. The Council on Ageing
is offering advice to elderly people
on the confusing offers available.
What is a good dea for one
customer may not be agood deal for
another. Factors, such as peak and
off-peak usage must be examined.
So far only 7000 households
have bothered to switch from the
previously regulated monopoly
supplier, AGL.

The Advertiser gave the
example recently of the Freemans,
a Golden Grove family whose
quarterly electricity bill just broke
through the $500 barrier. Astrid
Freeman rang around and found a
deal from TXU that would save the
family $30 ... for now. Thisis as
good as it gets.

The Liberals are again talking
tough about the behaviour of
corporations from the safety of the
opposition benches. In relation to
the looming increase in gas charges,
energy spokesman Wayne Matthews
said that if the entry of TXU and
AGL into the market currently
monopolised by Origin Energy
will not bring down prices, then
competition should be delayed.
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The Energy Minister should
consider directing the Essential
Services Commission to use its
powers under the Gas Act to set
prices no higher than the present
ones, Mr Matthews maintains.

Neither Liberal nor Labor is
calling for an increase in socia
security payments or wage rises
so that workers can afford to pay
these bills. Nor of course are the
employers.

Furthermore, the Libs are rec-
ommending that SA should forego
“competition payments’ from the
Commonwealth if that is the cost
of protecting SA gas consumers.
In government, the same Liberals
used the “competition payments’
—rewards for privatising and de-
regulating the people’s property — as
an excuse for ramming through its
more obnoxious legislation. &
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Govt shamed into action
over workers’ deaths

Widespread outrage over the death of 16-year-old Joel
Exner on a building site last month has focused national
attention on workplace deaths and safety. The NSW
Government in particular has been shamed into action,
announcing a state-wide crackdown on unsafe building

Sites.

NSW Minister for Commerce,
John Della Bosca, has announced
aWorkCover safety blitz on the
State’s construction industry.

“Qur inspectors have com-
menced a compliance crackdown on
work being carried out above two
storeys’, Mr Della Bosca said.

“WorkCover will concentrate
on known high-risk construction
sectors, including commercia
developments, industrial warehouse
constructions and 2-5 storey unit
developments.”

Mr Della Bosca says specific
attention will be paid to occupa-
tional groups known to be at risk,
based on workers compensation
data, including inexperienced
and younger workers, and those
from non-English speaking
backgrounds.
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Mr Della Bosca then went on
to say, “Under our world-leading
occupational health and safety
laws, NSW employers are required
by law to consult their workers
about health and safety issues—and
they’re required to take action”.

These grand words however fall
far short of the reality, and will not
satisfy demands for new “workplace
homicide” lawsin the state.

Last year in NSW 68 workers
lost their lives on the job, compared
with just 45 for 2001.

In the same week as Joel
Exner’s death, two other workers
were also killed in Sydney: a
woman died when ametal gate fell
on her, and another woman died
when hit by atruck at her work
depot.

This week also saw NSW
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WorkCover finally launch a
prosecution over the death of a
construction worker on a building
sitein Tweed Heads in 1998.
Rodney Taula of Brisbane
was Killed instantly on his first
day on the job, and Wayne Master
died later in hospital after a giant
crane collapsed on the Twin Towns
Services Club construction site.
One of the safety measures that
would have prevented the accident
—acomputerised “black box” that
calculates safe lifting limits and
sounds an alarm when they are
breached — had not been installed
on the crane. This is despite some-
one from the crane hire company
Lindores certifying the box was in
place and functioning correctly.
The other defendant in the case
is Leighton Contractors. Together
the companies face a maximum
$550,000 fine if found guilty.
After an Inquest in 2000
Coroner Derrick Hand recom-
mended criminal charges be laid,
asyet not action has been taken on
thisrecommendation. &
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Corrupt and greedy
“larrikin capitalists”

It appears we are now all expected to be in thrall to the latest
mass entertainment invention, the Larrikin Capitalists. But the
Rivkins, Bonds and Richardsons are not just “mates”, “lar-
rikins”, and personalities who make “good TV”.

Graham Richardson — “Richo” or “The Fixer” as his mates
and the media like to call him — was for several decades one of
the most powerful men in the Labor Party. An affable public
service clerk from a staunchly Catholic family of humble working
class origins, he began his trade union career under the wings of
rabid right-wing, anti-communist National Civic Council figures
— Groupers as they were then called.

He went on to become Secretary of the NSW ALP, a Senator
and Cabinet member in the Hawke and Keating Governments
and today is believed to have millions of dollars in secret bank
accounts. He made lasting friendships with leading business
figures such as Frank Lowy, Kerry Packer (whose payroll he
is on) and Alan Bond. Much of his power within the ALP came
from his extraordinary fund-raising capabilities — apparently still
considered an asset as he is billed as MC for the ALP’s big corpo-
rate fundraiser this week, despite all the scandal and allegations
surrounding his name.

According to allegations in the Australian Financial Review
(FR), Richardson’s close associate, stockbroker Rene Rivkin,
has been using secret Swiss bank accounts to trade in Australian
shares on behalf of himself, Richardson and Qantas director and
former Packer executive Trevor Kennedy. Rivkin also had a rub
with the law when he was found to be selling shares that he had
recommended for purchase to 17,000 subscribers in his weekly
newsletter. He has only served one night of a nine-month weekend
detention sentence for insider trading.

The Australian Securities and Investments Commission
(ASICQ) is very interested in several of the Swiss bank accounts,
and has for years been trying to establish the beneficial owners of
them. It became interested when a former Packer printing plant
(Offset Alpine) valued at $3 million went up in flames and its
owners received a $53 million insurance payout. These particular
Swiss bank accounts held 38 percent of the company’s shares — a
controlling interest. Because of tight Swiss banking laws, ASIC
came up against a brick wall in its investigations.

The FR alleges that Rivkin, Richardson and Kennedy are the
owners of these shares and that Rivkin holds secret accounts on
behalf of Richardson and Kennedy. Shares are bought and sold on
Australian markets using nominee companies, operating beyond
public scrutiny and Australia’s already very limited share disclo-
sure and ownership laws.

“Trading the sharemarket using the secrecy of Swiss accounts
is what has been called the world of the ‘Robot Arm’. This is the
offshore bank account that enabled Rene Rivkin to turbo-charge
his trading profits”, according to the FR. “As Offset Alpine shows,
the ultimate owners of shares could control a parcel that was well
above the level requiring a substantial shareholder notice to be
sent to the ASX [Australian Stock Exchange] — usually 5 per
cent.” (31-10-03)

These practices are not isolated incidents. The public have
been given a tiny glimpse at the “Robot Arm” world through
the revelations concerning a couple of Rivkin’s, Kennedy’s and
Richardson’s bank accounts.

Deregulation, privatisation and “free market” economic poli-
cies have created the environment for the manipulation of markets
by sharks hiding behind nominee companies. Privatisation means
“commercial in confidence” replaces public accountability. Who
knows who owns Australia? Who are the other figures hiding
behind nominee companies or holding shares on behalf of their
mates? They use their money to buy politicians and ensure their
freedoms and activities are not curtailed. They are to be found in
both the Liberal and Labor Parties. Larrikins? No. It is all about
bribery and corruption — parasites who feed off workers’ hard
earned savings. They did not create the millions in their secret
bank accounts.

They are using and risking the superannuation funds of work-
ers and retirees — much of it invested in shares. When companies
go bust, get taken over or restructured, it is workers who lose
their entitlements, their retirement savings and jobs.

The most recent revelations are only the tip of the iceberg. The
“Robot Arm” of capitalism is very much part of the real capitalist
world with direct implications for working people.

PRESS FUND

Sometimes the news is so bad it just doesn’t seem worth getting out of
bed. But at other times it’s just the reverse - and this has been one of
those moments for the Press Fund. Thanks to this week’s contributions
we’re much closer to where we ought to be in order to reach our annual
target of $12,000. But wait! We need about $2000 in just two months.

It would be very nice to exceed it. So please, keep those contributions
rolling in, comrades and supporters. This week our thanks go to the fol-
lowing for their generous contributions:

Anonymous $100, D L $600, Dan Long $12, “Round Figure” $9, M
Smith $9.

This week’s total: $730. Progressive total $10,165

AUSTRALIA

Solidarity with the Palestinian people

Perth peace activist Joshua Taaffe experienced first hand the brutal
and violent nature of Israel’s occupation forces in Palestine when
last month he was shot during a raid by Israeli troops on the Balatta
refugee camp near Nablus. Taken to a hospital in Nablus he said
he believed that the troops had deliberately targeted civilians in

the camp.

A peace activist from the US,
Mark Turner, was also wounded in
the raid, part of a bloody weekend
in Nablus. One Palestinian man was
killed, shot in the back, while walk-
ing to work.

In the attack on the camp the

Israeli troops shot out all the street-
lights using rubber bullets and put
the camp’s electricity generator out
of action.

The local children pelted the
Israeli troops with stones and at least
one Molotov cocktail was thrown.

Obituary

Steven (Gibson

Steve Gibson died suddenly on Sunday, October 26 from a massive
heart attack. Steve was born in WA but moved to Victoria and lived
in Melbourne and grew up in the working class movement.

He became a locomotive
engineman and rose to become the
Secretary of the Victorian divi-
sion of the Australasian Federated
Union of Locomotive Enginemen
(AFULE). He was employed by
VicRail until his retirement in 1992.
He remained active in the rank and
file group of retired engine drivers
and was well-known and respected
in the Victorian trade union move-
ment.

Steven Gibson

Steve was a long-time member
of the Communist movement and
was a foundation member of the
Socialist Party of Australia (now
Communist Party of Australia) in
which he held a number of posi-
tions. He was a member of the
CPA’s Central Committee for many
years until his resignation from that
position earlier this year.

He was the President of the
Victorian State Committee and in

Sprouting
| want to sow seeds in the fertile minds
of the young and see wisdom grow.

To plant flowers in parched desert hearts
and watch love grow anew.

Drench the fires of hatred and intolerance
in a downpour so huge, not a spark remains.

Feed the hungry and starve injustice.

| want to heal the wounds of life’s thousand painful cuts.
Make only weapons that kill pain and suffering.
Declare war on war.
Freeze greed and warm the poor.

| want to free minds imprisoned by rigid ideology,
conditioning and fear.

Throttle patriotic lies and notions of romantic war.

Plant real smart bombs in minds
and watch them sprout a socialist world.

Steven Katsineris 2002

Joshua and Mark were spotted
when the military swept the area
with searchlights.

It was then that they realised
from the noise made by the rounds
being fired that the troops had
reverted to live ammunition.

Joshua and Mark said, “We do
try to make our presence known to
the Israelis so they can’t act with
impunity”. Both intend to take part
in the International Day of Action
on November 10 against the Israeli
occupation. &

that capacity was a leading per-
sonality in the Party’s Melbourne
organisation.

Steve was active in the
Australia-Cuba Friendship
Society and was for some time the
Chairperson of the Victorian branch
of the ACFS.

He was also an active member
of the Australia-DPRK Friendship
Society and had visited the
Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea on the occasion of the 58th
anniversary of the foundation of
the Workers’ Party of Korea only a
short time before his death.

Steve was very concerned about
developments in rural Australia,
taking up the issues of land clear-
ance, salination and irrigation by
cotton growers and the big agro
corporations.

His contributions to the discus-
sion in the Party were always based
on a firm working class position
and he was a firm and convinced
advocate of Marxism-Leninism. He
always sought the best way forward
to advance the work of the Party and
the working class movement.

He expressed his ideas in a
forthright manner convinced that
the future belonged to the working
people in a socialist society.

He was infectiously optimistic,
was popular among his comrades
and often brought humour into his
work with fellow working class
activists.

Steve was a true son of the
working class and his sudden death
is a shock to all who knew and
respected him. Steve was 70 years
of age at the time of his death.

The Guardian conveys sincere
condolences to his family, comrades
and friends. &

Melbourne Cup
Guessing Competition

Drawn Tuesday, November 4
1st Makybe Diva - Bronwyn
Marks, Collaroy, NSW

2" She’s Archie - Toula
Nikolaou, Chelsea, Victoria

3 Jardine’s Lookout - Nada
Maarbani, Casula, NSW.

Our thanks to all who
participated in this competition
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SIEV X commemorated in

A moving ceremony was held last
Saturday in Mosley Square in the
seaside Adelaide suburb of Glenelg
to mark the second anniversary
of the tragic sinking of the SIEV
X. Organised by the Refugee
Action Collective and introduced
by East Timor solidarity activist
Andy Alcock, the deaths of the
146 refugee children, 142 women
and 65 men were remembered in
speeches, poetry, song and street
theatre.

Greens MHA Kris Hanna spoke
of his outrage and sadness at the
events of October 18, 2001, especial-
ly after having seen the reports that
incriminate Australia’s Government
and Defence Forces. “I’ve been to
Woomera and Baxter many times and
I can’t think of the treatment of these
people without tears and shame”, he
told the gathering.

Burmese refugee and activist Dr
U Ne OO also pointed to the callous-
ness of the Australian Government
with regard to refugees and read some
harrowing accounts of the sinking of
the SIEV X by survivors themselves.
These can be found on the website:
WWW.sievx.com.

Folk singer Geoff Haswell sang
his powerful condemnation of those
“with blood on their hands” with his
composition SIEV X. Local poet and
refugee from the bloody coup in Chile
in 1973, Juan Garrido, read his poem
in honour of a refugee father [repro-
duced below]. Members of the crowd
later placed their floral tribute to the
victims from the ill-fated refugee boat
on the water of the Gulf. &

Words from an Iraqi father

“My only wish is to hold my children
in my arms - in whatever country.”
These words are from an Iraqi father

My family is somewhere in this world.
Years of silence grown between us

Distance is a blind fog lamp that can’t find the shore

To draw hope in the sand as a gift for my children.
| see them every night through the stars
Playing with the moon’s tears.

The sea was the only window could I find to flee the darkness.

All I have is a Temporary Protection Visa:

My key for freedom, my key for prison.

Day and night | have only one dream: a boat on the sea

My visa is my morning’s bread, my water,

A ball in the park, new friends,

A walk through life in a new land.

“My only wish is to hold my children

in my arms - in whatever country”

| am a refugee,
| am a father,
I am from Iraq

Juan Garrido Salgado

Dr U Ne OO

AUSTRALIA

Adelaide

Pirates eye Sydney ferry services

Hard on the heels of a report recommending steps that would lead
to the privatisation of Sydney ferries, the NSW Government has
decided to “corporatise” the service. Despite the denials of the NSW
Minister for Transport, Michael Costa, this is clearly the first stage

in a privatisation process.

by Peter Mac

The recent report on Sydney
public transport, in one of its most
outrageous statements, described
the ferry service as being largely
patronised by the well-to-do and by
tourists, and declared that some or
all of the services would therefore
be better carried out by the private
sector.

And last week, in response to
Transport Minister Michael Costa’s
decision to corporatise the service,
one company has given a clear idea
of just what passengers would be in
for in a privatised ferry service.

Anthony Haworth, general
manager of Captain Cook Cruises,
declared enthusiastically that: “You
could make money out of ferry ser-
vices if you didn’t have to run them
12 hours a day.”

In short, you’d clean up if you
replaced a service whose aim is
to provide good transport for the
public as cheaply as possible, with a
cruise service geared to profit maxi-
misation for those who can afford
its huge fares and grossly restricted
timetable.

Commuters who travel to work
on one of Sydney’s five already
privately-owned railway stations
know all too well the huge disparity
between the costs of using privately-
owned transport compared to a good
public transport service. They pay
between $1 and $8.80 more per trip
than an equivalent trip to a publicly
owned station.

As for new timetable arrange-

ments, Haworth himself declared
bluntly: “Captain Cook cruises
would only be interested in look-
ing at some of the routes if the
Department of Transport would
(relax) the requirement within
the licences to minimum service
levels.”

Minister Costa hastened to reas-
sure the public that no decision on
the sale of vessels or reduction in
services had been made. But he did
admit that this option had not been
ruled out, and that any decision in
this regard would be a matter for the
board of the new corporation.

He also claimed that divorcing
the management of the ferry service
from that of the buses would be a
big win for all concerned.

“This restructure will make
Sydney Ferries a more transparent
and accountable agency, focused
on providing reliable, safe ser-
vices on Sydney Harbour and the
Parramatta River. And it will allow
the State Transit Authority (STA) to
focus solely on bus operations”, he
declared proudly.

The Minister fails to mention
is that the present publicly run
and owned ferry services is safe,
efficient and far more reliable than
being stuck in traffic jams on the
roads.

As for the STA focusing solely
on buses, this would spell the
end of the present co-ordination
of many bus and ferry services.
At present the public can rely
on buses meeting ferries. Lack

of such co-ordination could add
hours to travel times.

Corporatisation does not lead
to greater accountability and
transparency. Quite the contrary,
“commercial in confidence” replac-
es public accountability.

Under corporate law, the prime
aim of a company is to make profits.
The provision of a service is sec-
ondary, determined on the basis of
profitability, not need.

The Minister himself appears
intent on dumping his own account-
ability and his very equivocal
statements indicate that his own
actions re the ferry service are any-
thing but transparent.

Costa said that job losses and
discontinuance of services would be
discussed between the government
and the transport union. What about
the public? Don’t they have a say in
Costa’s “brave new world” restruc-
turing? Will he take any notice of
the union or the public who oppose
corporatisation and privatisation and
associated closures and cuts?

The Minister’s announce-
ment was greeted with dismay and
anger by commuters. Historian
Christopher Shiel commented:
“Why do you think the trains are
all breaking down? It’s because they
are all running on a corporatisation
model. If a private company can’t

get the expected rate of return they
collapse or go elsewhere....”

Wake up Costa! Your job as
Minister is to ensure that the public
gets a comfortable, reliable, widely
available transport service operating
for a wide range of hours. You also
have to ensure that this is achieved
at minimum cost.

There are sound social, econom-
ic and environmental reasons for the
state subsidising public transport as
an essential service. The solution to
current transport problems does not
lie in betraying the travelling public
and readying services like Sydney
ferries for sale or contracting out to
corporate vultures. &

(ovt push for increased

The Federal Government is pushing for Australia’s secret police,
ASIQO, to have more powers, including the right to detain people
indefinitely. It is using the arrest in Sydney and deportation to France
of an alleged al-Qaida suspect, Willie Brigitte, as an excuse. The
move comes as the Government cranks up its election machine.

The Government also hopes to
push through new legislation to kill
off the powers of the Senate and
give federal government the right
to cut off the internet and phone
services of groups and individuals
involved in such activities as orga-
nising protests.

The arrest of Brigitte saw
another wave of raids on homes in
Sydney. The lawyer for one of the
families said his clients had never
spoken to or met Brigitte, a French
national.

Under the most recent terror
laws, those who have their tele-
communications cut off will not

have to be told beforehand that they
have failed a security check.

The Government will be
able to order the Australian
Communications Authority to refuse
a licence to telecommunications ser-
vice providers. The Authority will
also have to get permission from
the Attorney-General’s office before
granting a licence to any provider.

The Government’s attempt to
undermine the vetting power of the
Senate came in a proposal for joint
sittings of both Houses when the
Senate blocks legislation, which in
the present parliament would ensure
such legislation were passed.

terror laws

Such a development would
require a change to the Constitution.

The Government also recently
put the reintroduction of the death
penalty on the political agenda, with
Prime Minister Howard calling for a
“debate” on capital punishment.

Seen in the context of the draco-
nian powers already given to ASIO
— passed with the support of the
ALP in June — as well as the Federal
Police, ASIS and the Australian
military forces, this latest attempt
to widen the arrest and detention
powers of ASIO is a further pointer
to the dangerous dictatorial agenda
of the Howard Government.

Prior to the 2000 Sydney
Olympics the Defence Legislation
Amendment (Aid to the Civil
Authorities) Bill gave the army the
power to “suppress political dis-
turbances” within Australia and to
shoot to kill. &
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LABOUR STRUGGLES

Cole insider highlights “Agenda”

Legislation arising from the Cole Royal Commission is “narrow,
divisive and confrontational”, says an academic who wrote key
Commission discussion papers. Martin Loosemore, professor of
construction management at the University of NSW, warned
that former Workplace Relations Minister Tony Abbott’s reform
package could create more problems for the construction industry

than it solved.

Loosemore, contracted by Cole
to analyse industry productiv-
ity, was disappointed by the Federal
Government’s response to the $60
million Commission.

“The narrowness of the reforms
is disappointing”, Loosemore said.
“The fact that they just concen-
trated on IR when there were a huge
number of problems faced by the
industry.

“A lot of very useful informa-
tion was collected but most of it
has been ignored. From an outside
perspective, you could be forgiven
for thinking there was some sort of
agenda.”

Professors Loosemore
and Denny McGeorge told the
Commission, in discussion papers,
that on international indicators
Australian building and construction
shaped up well, finishing first or
second on most indicators.

However, they argued, it was
not as productive as other sectors of
the domestic economy.

“We are doing quite well, very
well in many ways, but there is a
case for reform and IR is one ele-
ment of that. What’s missing is any
leadership on all the other reforms
the industry needs.”

Loosemore said construction
needed to lift its game on train-
ing practices, contractual reform,
human resource management,
procurement practices and the fact
that price, rather than quality, drove
investment. None of these issues,
he said, had been addressed by pro-
posed legislation.

His comments come as legisla-
tion introduced by Tony Abbott runs
into a storm of controversy.

Abbott’s Bill seeks to severely
restrict the ability of building
workers to take industrial action

over safety, wages or conditions. It
would introduce massive fines and
prison terms for union members
who breach its provisions, allow
union officials to be barred from
the industry, even for technical
breaches, and would be policed by a
special taxpayer-funded taskforce.

The description of the Cole
Commission by the trade unions
as a “witch-hunt” has won unlikely
endorsement from a leading Perth
builder with a history of run-ins
with the Construction Division of
the CFMEU.

Daren Deen, general manager of
Perth-based Sizer Builders, echoed
union criticisms at an industry semi-
nar in Melbourne.

“I share the union’s view that
the royal commission was a political
witch-hunt”, Deen said.

“My view that the royal com-
mission was a political witch-hunt
is also shaped by the inflamma-
tory rhetoric pumped out during
the hearings and the Government’s
behaviour afterwards.”

A stunned CFMEU WA
Secretary, Kevin Reynolds, said
Deen’s comments reflected opinions
other builders were only prepared to
express in private.

“Deen is no friend of the
CFMEU’s, so it’s interesting that
that is his view”, Reynolds said.

Another hurdle for Abbott’s
contentious legislation is expected
to come from a full Senate Inquiry
to begin hearings in December. The
Inquiry is likely to give voice to
dozens of industry players denied a
say by the Cole Commission.

Unions believe the Senate hear-
ings will become an inquiry into an
inquiry, testing their views that the
Cole Commission was unbalanced
and partisan. &
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Anti-union laws seek to restrict workers’ actions for safety

NSW teachers angry at betrayal

NSW teachers have accused the NSW Government of making a
“deliberate decision to denigrate and devalue the profession in the
Industrial Relations Commission” and have warned that previous
agreements must be honoured to ensure there will be no further

industrial action.

“Teachers are angry that the
state government has failed to
honour commitments given before
and after the last state election™,
said NSW Teachers’ Federation
(NSWTF) President Maree
O’Halloran, after a meeting of the
union’s State Council.

“The Government is attacking
the teaching profession, delaying
the salaries case and holding the
Industrial Relations Commission
to ransom by refusing to make
additional money available to
fund any increase awarded by the

BOOKSHELF

and much more.

Working Men’s Association”.

People Vs Profits $15 (p&p $) By Victor Perlo
Victor Perlo had an illustrious career as an economist. Tim Wheeler, editor of the People’s Weekly World
writes, “Vic’s writings confirm a broad historic truth: that ‘unpaid labour’ stolen from workers is the engine
that drives capitalism. Capitalist exploitation generates mass poverty, racism, and war, even as it creates
the enormous wealth that could banish these social ills forever”. This 370-page book is a collection of
articles published in the columns of the People’s Weekly World over a period of 39 years. It covers such
topics as racism, education, militarism, oil, agriculture, social security, Marxism, corruption and decadence
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Korea. Contributors include Noam Chomsky, Philip Agee and Ramsey Clark.
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argues the case for international law.
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Commission above the 3% per year
offered by the Government.”

The NSWTF has warned that
as a consequence teachers may be
forced to take further industrial
action this year and again next year
when schools reopen.”

The teachers have called on the
NSW Government to:

1) Agree to fully fund from
Treasury any increase in pay
awarded by the Industrial Relations
Commission and not reduce some
other area of the Public Education
Budget to pay for the increase. The

State Government has a hefty sur-
plus and can afford to pay.

2) Follow the example set by
Catholic school employers and
advise the Industrial Relations
Commission that they recognise and
agree there has been a significant
increase in the workload and value
of teachers’ work. This action would
honour the commitment given by
the Minister Dr. Refshauge on the
May 13, 2003.

3) Keep its promise that a new
award will be in place by January 1,
2004 and ensure that pay increases
are paid from that date.

“The Government’s agree-
ment to honour their previous
reasonable and sensible commit-
ments would ensure there will be no
further industrial action”, said Ms
O’Halloran. &

Union makes a noise
about “silent” issue

The “silent” issue of workplace violence is gaining a voice with large
numbers of women responding to the Victorian Trades Hall Council
(VTHC) survey Violence Against Women in the Workplace, launched last

month.

“I was devastated when it hap-
pened. I kept thinking that I should
just pull myself together but instead
I just fell more and more apart.
Filling in the survey makes me feel
like I am being heard”, one respon-
dent to the survey said.

“My workplace is the only big
workplace in town. If I had reported
it everybody would know about it
and I wouldn’t be able to get another
job”, said another woman.

VTHC Women’s and Equity
Officer, Ellen Kleimaker, said
survey responses received so far
confirmed the gravity and wide-
spread nature of the problem.

“Australian women workers are
pre-dominantly concentrated in the
service and caring industries and are
more likely to be casually employed
than their male counterparts.”

Anecdotal evidence suggests
that workplace changes such as
casualisation, variable hours of
work and insecure contracts may
contribute to the occurrence of vio-
lence.

“Because there has been very
little research into the issue this
survey is vital in providing unions,
employers and governments with
a basis for developing preventative
strategies.”

The VTHC would like to hear
from women across a range of
industries and from all regions of
Victoria who have experienced
workplace violence.

“We need to hear from women
in blue collar industries, including
hospitality, services, manufacturing,
teachers, nurses, welfare workers,
factory workers, women working in
call centres, city women and country
women.” &

A copy of the survey can be
obtained by contacting
VTHC Women'’s Officer

Ellen Kleimaker on
(03) 9659 3575 or
visit the VTHC website:
www.vtc.org.au
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Asbestos compensation funds falhng short

It is becoming increasingly obvious that the funds set aside by
James Hardie Industries will not be enough to meet compensation
claims by victims of asbestos-related diseases. Rather than taking
action to meet the likely shortfall, Hardie is ducking its responsibilities
and insurance companies are looking to the NSW State Government to

curb victim’s rights.
by Peter Mac

In 2001 the company set up
an organisation called the Medical
Research and Compensation
Foundation to handle funds required
as a result of court action taken by
victims of asbestos-related diseases.
The company vested some $90
million in cash with the Foundation,
as well as property worth some $210
million, which Hardie immediately
leased back for its own purposes.
The foundation estimates that it
would have some $250 million
available to meet compensation
claims.

At the time, unions covering the
company’s employees stated that the
sums held by the foundation would
be inadequate to meet the likely
extent of compensation claims
against the company.

And now, lo and behold, the
Foundation has said that its funding
“might be insufficient to meet all
future asbestos claims”! James
Hardie claims that all liability
for providing compensation now
rests with the foundation only. In
short, if the foundation’s funds are
inadequate, well that’s tough.

Hardie’s chief executive, Peter
McDonald, claimed recently that:
“There was no parent company
liability before the establishment
of the foundation, (and) there is
no basis for legal action by the
foundation against the former parent
or any related entity”.

The average amount of
compensation awarded for cases
to date is $250,000. Assuming that
the inflation rate over the next 20
years is equivalent to the increase
in the value of assets held by the

foundation, only another 1000
claimants could be compensated
at the current rate before all the
Foundation’s funds were exhausted.

And the grim reality is that there
will be far more than this number of
cases over the next 20 years.

The principal disease arising
from asbestos contamination is
mesothelioma. Because of the long
delay that usually takes place before
the disease manifests itself, the
number of cases is not expected to
peak for another 10-20 years. The
number of cases of this disease has
already risen from 16 to 685 in the
period between 1980 and 2001.

Moreover, many of the cases
brought to court to date have
involved Hardie’s former employees
and tradespeople who worked with
or near asbestos products. It is now
expected that over the next few
years there will be a surge in claims
by “the bystanders”, i.e. people
who became contaminated by
activities such as home renovation,
and by cleaning the work clothes
of Hardie’s employees. Future
claimants will also include victims
of other related diseases such as
asbestosis.

The Foundation’s chairman Sir
Llew Edwards has admitted that the
shortfall is likely to be in the order
of $800 million, and that all the
funds allocated to the Foundation
will be largely depleted within the
next five years.

The NSW State Government
is being pressured by insurance
companies and by various business
interests to limit by law the amount
of compensation payable to the
victims in future.

The government may be
quite willing to do so, because it
also faces hefty claims. Amaca,
another company set up by Hardie
to contest compensation claims,
has successfully argued in the
High Court that state government
health inspectors knew of the risks
associated with handling asbestos,
but failed to pull the company into
line — and is therefore liable for
some or all of the compensation
costs.

If the government does succeed
in passing legislation to limit
claims, it will join the company
in taking action to avoid its
responsibility to asbestos victims.
It may have a more difficult task
than Hardie’s, which is now,
believe it or not, officially based in
the Netherlands, and claiming that
it has no further legal liability for
compensation.

Regarding the implications of
the company’s actions, asbestos
plaintiff lawyer Amando Gardiman
commented: “This is outrageous.
It effectively allows any major
corporation with long-tail liabilities
to hive off those liabilities into
an entity that lacks the ability to
pay, thereby depriving the victims
of a legal remedy and converting
a public liability because those
victims will be forced to the state
government for compensation.”

Hardie’s’ behaviour compares
unfavourably with the other major
producer of asbestos products,
CSR, which two years ago more
than doubled its funding allocation
for compensation claims, in line
with international precedent for the
incidence of claims.

The NSW Labour Council is
backing a campaign being mounted
by the Australian Manufacturing
Workers’ Union, the Electrical
Trades Union and the Maritime
Union of Australia, for James
Hardie to meet its obligations. &

It’s official
— a worker’ s life worth $1800

The Tamworth roofer, said to have dodged 90 percent of the OH&S
fine levied over the death of Dean McGoldrick, has two homes and
drives around town in a Ford LTD, according to bereaved Mum,

Robin McGoldrick.

Mrs McGoldrick said her family
was “shattered” to learn the busi-
nessman had paid only $1800 of the
$20,000 fine imposed over her son’s
fatal fall from a Broadway, Sydney,
building site.

The claim was made by NSW
CFMEU Construction Division
Secretary, Andrew Ferguson, during
a rally of 10,000 workers to honour
another slain teenager, Joel Exner,
and demand the introduction of
industrial manslaughter laws.

Checks with the office of NSW
Industrial Relations Minister, John
Della Bosca, confirmed there

were no records of other payments
towards the 2001 fine imposed by
the Chief Industrial Magistrate’s
Court from either the businessman
or his company, Advanced Roofing,
which also traded as Tamworth
Metal Roof Fascia and Guttering.

He was found guilty of failing to
ensure the health, safety and welfare
of his employees.

“Our family is devastated,
we are back to square one”, Mrs
McGoldrick said.

“This is just so disrespectful. It is
disrespectful of Dean, us and the law.

“We live in Tamworth. We know

The
Storyteller’s
Oath

Poems by Tom Pearson

lllustrations by Tom Pearson
$10 (incl p&p)

Order from SPA Books, 65 Campbell Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010.
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this man lives in one home with his
mother and also has an investment
property, although it might very
well be in his wife’s name.

“They own a business called
Advanced Hair Supplies and he
drives around in an LTD.”

Unions allege that Dean
McGoldrick, who had only been
with Advanced Roofing 11 days,
worked for a company that didn’t
supply scaffolding or safety har-
nesses.

The same allegations have
been levelled against Garry
Denson Roofing, the company that
employed 16-year-old, Joel Exner,
who died last month. Exner was
only three days out of Evans High
School, Blacktown, when he lost his
life at Eastern Creek.

Mrs McGoldrick hailed the
ACT Government’s determination
to bring in industrial manslaughter
legislation and called on other States
to “display similar courage”.

“If one useful thing comes out
of this it will be that other parents
don’t have to go through the hell
Tim and I have been through”, she
said.

“That’s why industrial man-
slaughter is important. What
deterrent is a $20,000 fine, espe-
cially when it turns out it wasn’t
even paid?”

Workers online &

The Friends of the ABC (FABC) have raised the alarm over
appointments to the board of the Special Broadcasting Sys-
tem of commercial broadcasting shark Gerald Stone as SBS
board deputy chair and Christopher Pearson, a right-wing
columnist for Murdoch’s Australian newspaper. The FABC
warns that the Howard Government is stacking the board with
its political sympathisers, as it has done to the ABC. “Public
broadcasters provide an important service to the community”,
said the FABC'’s Glenys Stradijot. “Governments of all political
persuasions must be prevented from seeking to misuse them.”

The Howard Government is a vicious little circle of reaction-
aries with character assassination, personal vendettas and
paybacks part of its armoury. When Howard’s warmonger-
ing mate George W Bush was in Australia, he hypocritically
laid a wreath in honour of Australian soldier Andrew Russell,
who was killed during the invasion of Afghanistan. But the
Government neglected to tell Russell’'s widow, Kylie, who
found out while she was shopping at home in Perth. Kylie
Russell has highlighted the pittance paid in compensation
to war widows and has been campaigning for a better deal
for injured soldiers and the families of those killed in combat.
The Government of course denies that she was snubbed
because of her criticisms, saying it was an oversight and
that Howard has sent a letter of apology. An oversight? An-
drew Russell was the only Australian serviceman Kkilled in
Afghanistan! “I don’t know if | wasn’t invited because | have
been a thorn in Mr Howard’s side”, said Kylie Russell. “But if
so, | hope he can live with himself after denying me and my
daughter an opportunity to be part of something we would
have remembered forever. No apology will bring that back.”

And while on Bush’s visit, when Howard was reciting his
suck-up welcoming speech in Parliament he pronounced
that “Australia and the US” have “shared values” includ-
ing “the belief that the individual is more important than
the state”. Tell that to Australian citizens Mamdouh Habib
and David Hicks who have been locked by the US mili-
tary on Guantanamo Bay — with the support of the Howard
Government — without charge for going on two vyears.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is the NSW Carr Labor
Government. Joel Exner, a 16-year-old in just his third day
on the job, was killed on a building site in western Sydney
on October 15 because of the negligence of his employer,
Australand. NSW Greens MP Lee Rhiannon has revealed that
between 1998 and 2002 Australand donated $94,550 to the
Labor Party, pointing out that while such donations continue
the necessary tough legislation needed to protect workers
isn’t going to be implemented. “If we are to get serious about
workplace safety, the first thing that needs to happen is a
complete ban on donations by developers to political parties.”
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Tales from working

The following is the first of a series of articles

summarising the hard and eventful

early

years and working life of Melrose Desmond
(Des) Donley who is now retired and lives at
Summerland Point in NSW. Des has kindly
made his written recollections available to
the Guardian and has been interviewed by on
several occasions. This week we look at Des’
recollections of the period of his young life
dominated by the routine of a Salvation Army

home in Brisbane.

Stolen Wages,
Stolen Generations,
Stolen Lives

Des Donley was born in a Salvation Army home in

Breakfast Creek — a suburb of Brisbane —

in 1914. In many

ways, Des’ life has been typical of his generation. He was
given only a rudimentary formal education. He worked at
a series of hard and often tedious jobs on the farms and
in the forests of Queensland before applying his carpentry
skills on building sites, both big and small, in places as
far away as Sydney and Darwin.

His education and working life
were characterised by neglect on
the part of the authorities and the
enforcement of codes of behaviour
that permitted ruthless exploitation.
Those years were also punctuated
by efforts at resistance — spontan-
eous ones in the early days and,
later, with conscious activity in
his union and as a member of the
Communist Party of Australia on
building sites.

However, in a number of sig-
nificant ways Des is not typical. For
a start he has made several written
accounts of his experiences. He
is also a survivor of the genocidal
policies of various state and fed-
eral governments, carried on over
decades, which were designed to

“assimilate” Aboriginal people bio-
logically into the broader population
and to destroy them culturally. The
victims of this shameful era are now
known as the Stolen Generations.
Des is one of the many carrying
painful memories:

“I didn’t know anything about
my parents. It’s funny that it’s only
a few years ago I knew that I really
had parents and whether my mother
was still alive. But I didn’t know
anything about her or couldn’t find
out about her all through my life up
to when I was about 70 years of age.

“She was still alive but I didn’t
know anything about her. I got on
the right path about her and found
out where some of the relatives
were and went down and they

Annie Georgina Lowe (nee Donley), Des Donley’s mother

said she was in a nursing home in
Taringa. I went to the nursing home
but I didn’t know she had married
again and I didn’t know her married
name.

“That put me off. So I had to
go through the whole rigmarole
again to find out. She passed away
just a couple of weeks before I did
find out. I didn’t know anything
about my father. It was only through
Lionel Murphy — when he put that
Freedom of Information Act in
place — that I had a chance to find
out about relatives... My father got
killed in the Second World War over
in Europe...

“My background when you
go back to it is Aboriginality. I
wouldn’t really know, perhaps my
great-grandfather or grandmother
would be three-quarter caste or full-
blooded, I couldn’t tell you. I was
born quarter caste. That’s why I was
taken away...”

Des’ older brother had already
been adopted out. That might have
been a lucky break. Des has had to
read between the official lines of
departmental documents to piece
together the story of his origins. At
every turn, it is a tale of “special
treatment” for the Aboriginal mother
and her “illegitimate” children:

“... the report about my mother
was unwarranted. The authorities
of those days were brutal in the
way they handled your case and
published it. This is what they said
about my mother in distress, saying
of my mother (whose name was
Annie Georgina), ‘she was a rather
discontented kind of a girl in the
home, ready to grumble at frivolous
things’. Who wouldn’t grumble
if they had been treated like my
mother?”

Des was put in a state home
in Wooloowin — another Brisbane
suburb. For a time he lived with a
number of foster parents. Even in
those days, the state would sub-
sidise the costs for the children
fostered out.

Des does not accuse any of the
parents specifically of any ill treat-
ment but he now feels exploited by
the regime of chores they main-
tained. While in the care of Miss
Machonie [from the age of six],
one of these chores was to collect
the “pot meat” for the chooks from
the slaughterhouse in tins aboard his
billycart:

“The pot meat consisted of the
beast that had been slaughtered
from the knees down, the stomach,
the head after the brains were taken
out. These were placed in a huge
cast iron boiler and boiled for a long
time. Then the fat was syphoned off
and put into huge steel vats, then put
into huge wooden casks to be taken
away and made into soap and can-
dles, etc. The remaining pot meat
from the boiler was fed to the pigs,
mixed with bran and pollard.”

He remembers with bitter irony
having sung Rule Britannia at
school and, in particular, the verse
that goes “Britons never, never,
never shall be slaves”. Instruction

seemed limited to “learning how to
add up, multiplication, divisions,
and we learnt for history all about
the kings and queens of various
countries”.

First encounter
with religion

Of course, religion was a major
influence on the lives of people.
Des now feels that he and the other
foster children were spruced up
and sent to religious services and
Sunday school as a public sign that
they were being looked after. This
was his first encounter with relig-
ious hypocrisy.

At church Des and the girls of
his foster family would put the coins
they had been given on the collec-
tion plate, as expected of them,
while the congregation sang “drop-
ping, dropping, hear the pennies fall
every one for Jesus, he shall have
them all.”

“As kids we got curious. So we
stayed back one day after church to
see Jesus pick up the pennies — he
didn’t come, so the next Sunday we
gammoned to put the pennies in the
plate and went to the shops after.”

There the children spent the
money on boiled lollies, icecream
or broken biscuits, instead. On one
occasion, they bought cigarettes and
went to the cinema.

This relatively carefree period
came to an end. Still a young boy,
he was delivered into the care of
the Salvation Army once more.
The treatment of the “state boys”
at the Salvation Army home at
Indooroopilly was appalling.

Their diet was mostly bread
with jam or golden syrup (“cock-
ies’ joy”) washed down with skim
milk. Fatty mutton flaps and corned
silverside, and bland tapioca and
macaroni dishes also featured, as
did a regular dosing with castor oil.
The Officers, who ate at a table near
the boys, would dine on far more
appetising fare.

The lads, some as young as
seven or eight, slept in a dormi-
tory that was too far away from the
toilet, so a kerosene tin was placed
at one end of the sleeping quarters.
The boys were terrified that any
mishaps using the tin (prayers and
lights out were at 7.30pm) would
be severely punished. They were
monitored during the night and pre-
vented from sleeping on their front
— a puritanical precaution against
“impure thoughts”.

Arbitrary rules
and brutality

While all the boys were caned
for minor transgressions, Des still
recalls the severity of the discipline
meted out to one lad in particular:

“There was an Aboriginal lad
who came from the home. His name
was Billy. They hated him at the
home, teachers hated him at school,
and he was continually being caned
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Des Donley

by the headmaster. You could hear
him yelling at the top of his voice
to Billy. He would have the door
closed ... the next thing Billy would
pick up the first thing and throw it
at the teacher, then run away from
school and the home.

“The Headmaster would come
into the classroom and ask us who
were good runners. A lot of us
would put up our hands, he would
say you and you and you and we
would take off after Billy. We had
no intention of catching him, as
soon as we got over the hill out of
sight from the school, we would sit
down and let Billy go his hardest.
They would send the Police out
after him and after a few days, they
would return him to the home.”

Billy would then be locked up
in the shower block for up to two
weeks. Salvation Army Officers
used barbed wire to stop up possible
escape routes. One day, the cam-

Life at the home was highly militarised and clearly
designed to prepare the boys for a lifetime of heavy,
unquestioning toil. Groups of laughing children were

broken up in case they were telling dirty jokes.
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paign against the boy went too far.
Billy had allegedly made remarks
about two Officers making love. He
was given a public flogging:

“So Billy was told to take off
his clothes and lay across the chair.
Adjutant Rogan started to weigh
into him with the cane, hitting him
from the shoulders to the bum and
we had to stand there amazed, say
nothing or do nothing. We were
told by the adjutant if any one of us
made a similar remark, we would
get the same treatment.”

The Adjutant and his wife were
transferred to New Zealand after
this incident but the atmosphere
brought about by arbitrary rules and
heavy punishment remained. None
of the lads were shown affection or
counselled about the many obstacles
facing a ward of the state in those
tough times.

In fact, life at the home was
highly militarised and clearly
designed to prepare the boys for a
lifetime of heavy, unquestioning
toil. Groups of laughing children
were broken up in case they were
telling dirty jokes. An annual picnic
— organised by the state automobile
association — provided an infrequent
break to the routine of chores and
classes.

One of Des’ duties brought him
into contact with an Aboriginal

Photo: Ana Pha

laundry maid, a woman who, for
some reason, didn’t have the status
that other adults had:

“The Aboriginal woman had
perspiration simply running off her.
Her dinner was brought into the
laundry and she had to stand up and
eat. She had no dinner break like the
officers, who could sit around and
have a chat. The Aboriginal woman
wasn’t allowed to sit at the table.

“In the afternoon I would help
to take the sheets and pillowslips
off the line, fold them and put them
through a big wooden mangle. It
was my job to turn the mangle while
the Aboriginal woman fed them
through and when they came out
the other side you would think they
had been ironed. It was hard yakka
for a kid.”

The exertion required by this
task would pale beside some of the
responsibilities soon to fall onto
Des’ shoulders. The state govern-
ment had a policy of placing girls
into households as domestics and
boys onto farms. &

The Guardian will examine
these years involving “stolen
wages” in a future issue.

MAGAZINE

Canada

Public vs for-profit
health care

The Canadian public has said “no” to the erosion of
universal, single-tier public health care. Indeed, popular
pressure forced a recent Canadian Royal Commission to
propose expansion of the public system.

by Doug Allan

The Canadian system provides
hospital and medical coverage for
all. The richest and the poorest may
well be seen by the same doctor and
treated at the same hospital.

Despite the universal nature
of the system, costs are much less
than in the American system. Forty
years ago, the Canadian system
resembled the American system.
Now Canadians see universal public
health care as one of the country’s
defining accomplishments.

Despite endless corporate cam-
paigns to erode confidence in public
health care, the Royal Commission
promotes publicly funded health
care and recommends its expansion.
Some home care services would be
incorporated into the Canada Health
Act and covered as insured services.
User fees, extra billing, and medical
savings accounts were rejected.

While this is positive, there
is also the key issue of the priva-
tisation of health care delivery.
Right-wingers have been forced to
recognise that the Canadian public
strongly supports universal health
care insurance. So many of them
have decided to lie low and refrain
from attacking public health care
insurance. But there is a grow-
ing attack on public health care
delivery.

With a guarantee of public
money, corporations are trying to
take over the delivery of health care,
beginning with support services.
With billions and billions of dol-
lars of public money at stake, the
corporations pursue this goal with a
furious hunger.

During the last British
Columbian provincial election, the
major right-wing party opposing
the social democratic government
promised health care workers they
had nothing to fear. However, after

E

the election, that same party passed
legislation removing collective
agreement protections against priva-
tisation for health care employees.
The rights and provisions to protect
workers facing layoff were also
eroded.

British Columbia had some of
the country’s best hospital collective
agreements. But the giant corpora-
tions trying to take over the work
will cut wages almost in half — not
enough to support a family or retain
experienced workers.

When the struggle first began,
taped conversations with corporate
representatives suggested that thou-
sands of hospital employees would
be blacklisted.

A regional manager for one
transnational corporation stated
he would not hire union members
if his company succeeded in a bid
for work done by those members.
In another call, a consultant with
a management labour relations
company said his firm would be
reluctant to hire any union members
for fear they would vote their old
union back in if they were forced
to work for about $10 (Canadian)
an hour, rather than the current $17
an hour.

Initially, the main health care
union tried to negotiate conces-
sions to keep the work unionised.
However, when put to a vote, the
workers rejected the concessions.
The government is now proceed-
ing with the privatisation of many
thousands of hospital support jobs.

In Ontario, the Conservative
government tried to privatise impor-
tant hospital diagnostic services and
introduce “public-private partner-
ships” (“P3s”).

Canadian hospitals are not-for-
profit. Introducing full for-profit
hospitals would not be accepted — so
the Conservatives tried the thin edge

- E .4 1
In Ontario the government tried to privatise health services

of the wedge. With a P3 hospital, a
for-profit corporation would finance
a new hospital facility, provide sup-
port services, and lease the facility
back to the hospital over 25 to 60
years.

The Conservatives proposed
two P3 “pilot projects” — one in a
suburb of Toronto (Brampton) and
another in Ottawa.

Unfortunately for the Conserv-
ative government, the unions and
health coalitions pounced on the
issue. The social democratic party,
which had caved in to corporate
pressure when it had governed in
the early 1990s, came out on a plat-
form of “public power”, opposing
privatisation and calling for a much
broader role for the public sector.
The business-oriented Liberal Party
was also forced to come out against
the P3s.

During the recent provincial
election, the president of the Ottawa
hospital caused outrage when he
revealed the hospital planned to
sign a P3 deal before the election.
Foolishly, he noted that the cancel-
lation penalties would be so large
no new government could cancel
the project.

This affront to democracy
severely embarrassed the ruling
Conservatives, who were in on the
project. For this and other sins,
they were soundly defeated in the
October 2 election, with all three
Brampton Conservative incumbents
thrown out, including the Minister
of Health who led the privatisation
campaign.

The Liberals, who assumed
power on October 23, have
also promised to reverse the
Conservative government’s pri-
vatisation of hospital diagnostic
services.

Privatisation has been set back
and strong popular support for
public health care continues. But the
corporate campaign continues — and
s0, too, does the fight back!

Doug Allan is a Canadian trade
union health care researcher and
health coalition organiser. &
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Important victories for
the people of Colombia

In recent weeks the people of Colombia have snatched two important
victories from the extreme right government of President Alvaro

Uribe.
by Bob Briton

Uribe failed to get the endorse-
ment he required for a host of
austerity and other reactionary
measures in a referendum held on
October 25. The government was
trying to get approval for a package
that included a two-year freeze on
state wages and pensions, the pos-
sibility of successive terms for the
President of the republic, greater
powers for the President and the
army and a reduction in the size of
Congress among the 15 propositions
to be voted on.

A reduction in the size of the
Congress was clearly aimed at the
left, to further cripple its ability to
take part in the mainstream of politi-
cal life. Left-wing parties and trade
unions already face all manner of
official harassment as well as a cam-
paign of intimidation and murder at
the hands of paramilitaries.

The regime pulled out all the
stops to get the minimum 25 per-
cent of those eligible to cast their
vote. On the cynically named “Civic
Day”, public transport was provided
free to voters and those who would
normally be working were given a

paid holiday. It was reported that
large numbers of workers took
advantage of this offer to return
blank or mutilated voting slips.

Uribe was hoping that the mea-
sures would serve, among other
things, to save US$7 billion over the
next seven years. The money was to
be redirected to infrastructure proj-
ects and, in particular, to escalating
the war on leftist guerrilla groups
like the FARC and the ELN.

He also wanted the measures in
place before the arrival next month
of an IMF mission that will be
reviewing Colombia’s “progress”
in applying the terms of a US$2.1
billion, two-year accord signed in
January. The agreement demanded
the imposition of austerity mea-
sures on the already impoverished
Colombian people.

In the end, the referendum fell
far short of the quota required.
The embarrassment caused cabinet
members to offer their resignations.
Uribe has since recovered his com-
posure sufficiently to threaten the
USS$7 billion worth of savings with-
out the sanction of the people.

Seventeen union leaders who

were at the forefront of the cam-
paign to abstain from voting had
lock themselves in their headquar-
ters to avoid assassination attempts
by the government-connected para-
militaries.

The Uribe Government ignored
calls for guarantees for their safety.
The Communist Party and the
Social and Political Front had also
been targeted for their activity in
opposition to the referendum.

The defeat of the referendum
coincided with a resounding victory
for left and progressive forces at the
partial elections held on the same
weekend. Luis Eduardo (“Lucho”)
Garzon was elected mayor of the
capital Bogota, a city of seven mil-
lion people. He is the Bogota’s first
left-wing mayor.

The position is considered
the second most important in the
country after the President and is
traditionally viewed as a spring-
board for the presidency.

Lucho, a former cleaner and
trade union leader, campaigned in
favour of the interests of the poor
and against the confrontationist
policies of the government. His
Independent Democratic Party
wants improvements in health, edu-
cation and the establishment of food
banks for the poor. It also calls for

The Iraq quagmire

There are more and more indications that the US has its feet, its
money, its troops and its mouth firmly in a quagmire in Iraq, in just
the same way that was never imagined when the first contingents
of American troops invaded Vietnam in the 1960s.

The Washington National
Guard’s 81st Armour Brigade
will be mobilised in November
for action in Iraq. Washington
State Governor Locke said it
is the largest deployment of
Washington service personnel since
World War II.

Soldiers from the first Stryker
Brigade will start leaving Fort
Lewis for Iraq next week. The
brigade has been notified that it
will be deployed for a year.

Plans for Iraq
invasion

The former commander of
Operation Iraqi Freedom, General
Tommy Franks said last week that
he presented a plan to invade Iraq
to President Bush just a few months
after the 9/11 attacks in 2001.

The now retired Army
General said that when he gave
Bush a status report on the war
in Afghanistan on December 28,
2001, he also presented him with
a plan to launch operations against
Saddam Hussein.

Franks said he told Bush he
didn’t like the plan but was ordered
to put together another one, which
he showed to the President in
January 2002.

Franks said that “No one
was more surprised than I” when
weapons of mass destruction
weren’t used against US troops.
Obviously believing their own
lying propaganda Franks said, “I
was absolutely expecting every day
of the fight to see those weapons”.

Irag’s real WMD crime

Arabic TV Al Jazera, reports
that there are weapons of mass
destruction all over Iraq and they
were used this year. Iraqi children
continue to find them every day.

They have ruined the lives of
just under 300,000 people during
the last decade — and the numbers
will increase.

The reason is simple. Two hun-
dred tonnes of radioactive material
were fired by invading US forces
into buildings, homes, streets and
gardens all over Baghdad.

The material in question is
depleted uranium (DU). Depleted
uranium has a half life of 4.7 billion
years — that means thousands upon
thousands of Iraqi children will
suffer for tens of thousands of years
to come.

“This is what I call terrorism”,
says Dr Ahmad Hardan the man
who documented the effects of
depleted uranium in Iraq between
1991 and 2002.

Dr Ahmad Hardan, scien-
tific advisor to the World Health
Organisation says, “This has caused
a health crisis that has affected
almost a third of a million people.
As if that was not enough, America
went on and used 200 tonnes more
in Baghdad alone this April.”

Leukaemia has already become
the most common type of cancer
in Iraq among all age groups, but
is most prevalent in the under-15s.
Women as young as 35 are develop-
ing breast cancer. Sterility among
men has increased ten-fold.

But by far the most devastat-

ing effect is on unborn children.
Nothing can prepare anyone for
the sight of hundreds of preserved
foetuses — barely human in appear-
ance. There is no doubt that DU is
to blame. It is already too late to
reverse the effects.

Those who have seen the effects
of DU hope the US and its allies
will never use these weapons again
— but it seems no such decision is
likely in the foreseeable future.

UN and aid workers
pull out

Last week as a trainload of US
Army supplies was brought to a
fiery halt and an explosion in the
capital Baghdad killed at least two
people the United Nations pulled
staff out of Baghdad and interna-
tional aid agencies debated whether
they could continue operating in the
face of persistent lawlessness.

“We have asked Baghdad
staff to come out temporarily for
consultations with people from
headquarters on the future of our
operation”, said UN spokeswoman
Marie Heuze.

The International Committee
of the Red Cross and Medecins
Sans Frontieres, (Doctors Without
Borders), have also announced that
they are pulling their workers out of
Baghdad.

The attack on the train was
only one of an increasing number
of attacks on US troops and US
appointed police and other person-
nel.

The number of US soldiers
killed in action since major combat
was declared over on May 1 has
surpassed the number killed in
combat during the war that toppled
Saddam. The total is now 139 US
soldiers killed. &

The people rejected giving more power to the army

the military to be put in its place.
“We believe that security policies
must be based on the premise that
the citizens are above the military”,
Lucho told supporters recently.

Left-wing candidates also
won the mayoralty in the Valle del
Cauca department, in Medellin,
Colombia’s second biggest city
and in Barrancabermeja, the
nation’s central urban port where
the production and export of oil is
concentrated.

The Colombian election result
and the defeat of the referendum
are only the latest examples of a
growing popular resistance to the
neo-liberal agenda being imposed
on Latin America. Last month
Bolivian President Gonzalo Sanchez
de Lozada was forced to resign
when the people rose up against
government plans to deliver that
country’s rich natural gas deposits
into the hands of the transnationals
for export. &

Japan kneels to US
demands for money, troops

After tremendous arm-twisting of many countries, the Japanese
government remains one of the few willing to send troops to bail
the US out in Iraq. Even the government of Turkey that had taken
a decision to send up to 15,000 troops is now getting cold feet.

The conservative Japanese gov-
ernment of Koizumi is proposing to
grant US$1.5 billion to Iraq for the
fiscal year 2004 and to send troops
in a couple of months.

The Japanese government is
estimating to spend USS$5 billion
until the year 2007 for Iraq. This is
despite the fact that the finances of
the Japanese government are show-
ing a considerable deficit. For the
first Gulf war in 1991 Japan bailed
out the US to the tune of US$14
billion.

The Koizumi leadership is
attempting to circumvent Japan’s
constitution which prohibits the
deployment of Japanese troops
abroad. The rightwing political
leadership of Japan and military cir-
cles would dearly love to be able to
renew the drive for conquest of the
Asia-Pacific region that motivated
its drive to war in the 1940s. On this
occasion it is being encouraged by
the US leadership who see Japan as
a counter-weight to the emergence
of socialist China.

Reckless

A statement by the Socialist
Party of Japan strongly opposes
the decisions of the Koizumi gov-
ernment. “We staunchly oppose
this reckless act taken by the gov-
ernment of Japan which extends
fully-fledged services to the US
military operations.

“The ground troops are pre-

paring to go to Iraq without Diet
consultation, nor official decision of
the government. The official claim
that the fund is for electricity, water,
health services, child care and
school education and improvement
of social security cannot be justified
... This is to give money to a thief.”

The Socialist Party statement
says, “the US President, appearing
with full smiles on his face and,
behind that, enforcing war and
atrocities, is a shameless bloody,
neo-conservative figure.”

At the same time, Japan’s Prime
Minister, has stated his admiration
for “the strong US leadership”.

The Socialist Party points out
that the Koizumi government is
ignoring international opinion and
the wishes of the Iraqi people who
demand the withdrawal of foreign
troops and the recovery of the
nation’s sovereignty. &

Sydney
Australian Aid for Ireland Presents
Bobby Sands
Memorial Night
Special guest Jim Neeson
(Sinn Féin International Department)
Featuring
Shin Dig, Martin Doherty
and Denis Kevans
Saturday 29 November 7.30pm
lllinois Hotel
1315 Parramatta Rd, Five Dock
(cnr Arlington Road)
$15
Contact Stephen Lawler 0411 559 149
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USS87 hillion for war

Congress voted to approve the Bush administration’s $87 billion
package for the occupation and reconstruction of Iraq and
Afghanistan, but not without vocal and sometimes vehement
opposition by lawmakers and peace activists.

They reflected the growing
opposition to the Bush administra-
tion’s lies, the occupation, and the
mounting US and Iraqi casualties.

Senator Edward Kennedy, one
of 12 senators who voted against
the US$87 billion, said a no vote
was not a vote against the troops,
“but the President’s war has
been revealed as mindless, need-
less, senseless, and reckless. The
American people know all this. Our
allies know it. Our soldiers know it.

Hany Khalil, organising co-
ordinator of United for Peace and
Justice (UFPJ), told the Peoples
Weekly World, “As The New York
Times noted, Congress felt the heat
from our movement, pushing more
of them to distance themselves from
the occupation”. At the same time,
he said, lawmakers failed to give
Iraqis “the resources they need to
repair the damage done by the US
war, sanctions, and occupation”.

Growing rejection

Public opinion polls show
growing rejection of Bush’s foreign
policy and rising concerns about
domestic issues. Khalil asked,
“How about US$87 billion for US
cities, for jobs™?

“The Republicans and the
Democrats need to look at the war’s
impact at home”, Khalil said. “Bush
wants money for war but denies
support for those who die for his
policies”.

Bush threatened to veto the
bill unless his original request was
accepted. The congressional votes
came within days of the announce-
ment of a record-breaking US$374
billion federal deficit. The Centre
for Budget and Policy Priorities said
nearly half of the deficit was caused
by Bush’s tax cuts for the rich.

Trust

Democrat Representative Jan
Schakowsky, one of 125 House
members who voted no, noted that
US troops are not even receiv-
ing basic necessities in Iraq. “The
Bush administration cannot be
trusted to make our troops a prior-
ity, so how can we trust them with
$87 billion?” she asked, adding,
“Billions of taxpayer dollars have
been spent already on no-bid con-
tracts for major US corporations
like Halliburton and Bechtel for
reconstruction efforts that Iraqis say
can be performed for pennies on the
dollar if given to local contractors”.

Zack Exley, MoveOn.org
organising director, commented
that “the Bush administration is
trying to give blank cheques out to
Pentagon contractors”, while some
wounded soldiers returning from
Iraq are waiting a month or more for
appointments with a military doctor.
“It’s disgusting”, Exley said.

Pentagon contractors

Even right-wing think tanks
deplore the cronyism of Bush’s con-
tract awards, Exley told the World.
“The vast majority of this money is
just being flushed down the toilet,
going into profits for Pentagon
contractors, most of whom happen
to be big Republican campaign
contributors”.

In stark contrast, the White
House has strongly opposed increas-
ing health benefits for reservists and
National Guard members and veter-
ans’ health care.

UFPJ’s Khalil told the World,
“We need to redouble our efforts
to bring out people who were active
in January, February and March,
when large sections of public opin-
ion opposed a pre-emptive war on
Iraq”. The movement needs to be
“focusing our pressure on Congress
to reject the policies of Republicans
or Democrats that are pro-war”, said
Khalil.

People’s Weekly World &

SACP welcomes posthumous
reinstatement of Bram Fischer

The South African Communist Party (SACP) warmly welcomed
a decision by Justice Bernard Ngoepe of the High Court of South
Africa to posthumously reinstate Advocate Abram Fischer on the

roll of advocates.

The SACP said: “His reinstate-
ment is befitting the person of his
humility, quality and contribution. It
is a recognition of the role he played
as a Communist in the struggle
against apartheid.

“This reinstatement could not
have come at a better time for the
SACEP, in the year we have declared
as the Year of Communist Matryrs,
Heroes and Heroines. It is a year we
are remembering and honouring all
departed communists for the enor-
mous role and contribution to the
liberation struggle and their dedica-
tion to the ideals and objective of
socialism.”

The SACP, in a statement fol-
lowing the decision on October 16,
that Bram Fischer was not only a
Communist but he was made of a
special mould. Born in into a pow-
erful Afrikaner family in the Free
State in 1908 he had all the benefits
of apartheid to savour but he fol-
lowed his consciousness into the
Communist Party of South Africa.

His family has lived in South
Africa since the 18th century, a
family honoured and revered in
Afrikaner society, with a tradition
of legal and public service. “He
sacrificed wealth, fame, comfort,
high position, a privileged life in an
already privileged white society”,
the SACP said.

“The many hundreds of black
and white South Africans who
worked with him as members of the
Communist Party or of the broad
mass political organisations found

that he had the modesty and humil-
ity of the truly great. This busy and
famous barrister was always acces-
sible. No one who had a political
or personal problem hesitated to
consult him.

“The personal lives of Bram and
Molly Fischer showed that they did
not merely pay lip service to their
cardinal political belief of racial
equality. They adopted an African
girl and brought her up in their
home as their own child; an act of
complete rejection of the mores of
apartheid South Africa”, the state-
ment said.

The statement continued with a
quote from Bram Fischer:

“My home is in South Africa. I
will not leave my country because
my political beliefs conflict with
those of the Government... If in my
fight I can encourage even some
people to understand and to abandon
policies they now so blindly follow,
I shall not regret any punishment I
may incur... Unless this whole intol-
erable system is changed radically
and rapidly, disaster must follow
and appalling bloodshed and civil
war become inevitable.

“As there is oppression of the
majority such oppression will be
fought with increasing hatred. I can
no longer serve justice in the way |
have attempted to do during the past
30 years — I can do it only in the
way I have now chosen.”

Extract from Bram Fischer’s
statement from the dock, April
1965:

“Whatever labels may be
attached to the fifteen charges
brought against me, they all arise
from my having been a member of
the Communist Party and from my
activities as a member. | engaged
upon those activities because I
believed that, in the dangerous
circumstances which have been cre-
ated in South Africa, it was my duty
to do so...

“I believe that what I did was
right.... I hold and have for many
years held the view that politics
can only be properly understood
and that our immediate political
problems can only be satisfactorily
solved without violence and civil
war by the application of that scien-
tific system of political knowledge
known as Marxism....

“When I consider what it
was that moved me to join the
Communist Party, I have to cast my
mind back for more than a quarter
of a century to try and ascertain
what precisely my motives at that
time were....

“In my mind there remain two
clear reasons... The one is the glar-
ing injustice which exists and has
existed for a long time in South
African society, the other, a gradual
realisation as I became more and
more deeply involved with the
Congress Movement of those years,
that is, the movement for freedom
and equal human rights for all,
that it was always members of the
Communist Party who seemed pre-
pared, regardless of cost, to sacrifice
most; to give of the best, to face
the greatest dangers, in the struggle
against poverty and discrimination.

“The glaring injustice is there
for all who are not blinded by preju-
dice to see.” &

INTERNATIONAL

CHILE: A Chilean army lieutenant accused of executing polit-
ical prisoners during the bloody anti-government coup of 1973
was ordered to pay US$4 million in the first US trial stemming
from the 30-year-old killings. A jury found Armando Fernan-
dez Larios, now a Miami car body shop manager, liable for
extrajudicial killing, cruelty, torture and crimes against human-
ity for massacres by the “caravan of death” — a mobile killing
squad that executed 75 political prisoners in the weeks after
General Augusto Pinochet seized power. The family of one of
the victims — Winston Cabello — sought damages under a 200-
year-old federal law originally applied against pirates. “Dignity
has been recovered”, said Mr Cabello’s widow, Veronica, who
came from Chile for the trial. “We share this with all of the fam-
ily members, all of the families of victims that are in Chile”.
Mr Cabello’s family did not offer any witnesses to tie Mr Fer-
nandez directly to Mr Cabello, but said that he had conspired
with or aided General Sergio Arellano, the reputed leader of
the death squad. Fernandez's lawyer called the verdict unfair.

BRITAIN: Rail engineers accused electricity privateer Transco
of causing August’s power blackout in London due to staff cuts
and shoddy maintenance procedures. Thousands of passen-
gers were left stranded during the evening rush hour by the
blackout, which halted 1800 trains and closed 60 percent of
the Tube [underground]. A field engineer told the BBC that
the root cause of the incident was an oil leak that had been
reported, but had not been fixed for at least three weeks due
to poor maintenance. The worker, who did not wish to be
named, said: “There are not sufficient staff to do the work”.

USA: Two Democratic legislators claim that Vice-President Dick
Cheney’s former company, Halliburton, is ripping off US tax-
payers while importing petrol into Iraq. Representatives Henry
Waxman of California and John Dingell of Michigan complained
to the Bush administration that Halliburton’s KBR subsidiary is
charging the army between US$1.62 and US$1.70 per gallon,
while the average price for Middle East petrol is 71 cents. They
also complained that Iraqgis are charged between four cents
and 15 cents at the pump for the imported petrol. “Although
Iraq has the second largest oil reserves in the world, the US
taxpayer is subsidising over 90 percent of the cost of gaso-
line sold in Iraq”, said the Democrat legislators. Halliburton,
which was originally hired to extinguish oil fires, has received
the expanding role of restoring Iraq’s oil industry. The com-
pany has been paid US$1.4 billion to September for its work.
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A view on China

I have now had the opportunity
of viewing the first part of China
in the Red, previewed by Rob
Gowland in issue 1157. Rob said
it all in his opening sentence “The
trials and tribulations of China’s
attempts to establish socialism
in a hostile world via a socialist
market and capitalist investment
funds have obliged the Chinese
Government and people to deal
with such unwelcome phenomena
as mass unemployment and
entrepreneurial thinking.” Rob
chose to not mention the party
in this regard.

The application of capital-
ist remedies to the problems
besetting a socialist economy? Not
only are mass unemployment and
entrepreneurial thinking unwelcome
phenomena, but they are capitalist
phenomena, are they not?

Who amongst us did not have
to fight back a tear or two when we

saw those completely bewildered
workers telling stories that they
never expected in their most hor-
rible dreams to have to relate? The
factory meeting room when PARTY
officials are trying to persuade
fellow workers to throw themselves
voluntarily on the scrap heap of
hopelessness and a poverty stricken
future.

Not surprisingly the officials
themselves obviously felt very
uncomfortable in their unfamiliar
role. With the job, it was repeatedly
emphasised, would go healthcare,
pension and even funeral expenses.

The woman worker choking
back tears as she told of her husband
being laid off to suffer a stroke soon
after, leaving her to look after him
and to pay for their child’s school-
ing while herself perilously near
unemployment.

Or the peasant women with the
thyroid condition “easy to control,
but not to pay for”. Her husband
reduced to scratching around for
odd jobs and with a mentally ill
child needing “expensive” medi-

cal treatment. Many more were the
examples.

I was recently in Beijing for a
brief stopover and took advantage
of an English language news and
current affairs TV channel. Many
items of interest but three stand out
in my memory: “Forthcoming semi-
nar in Beijing to investigate foreign
capital investment in infrastructure
including water, sewerage systems
and rail transport”; “China Travel
Service now 75 percent German
owned”; “Officially acknowledged
alarm at escalating suicide rate”.

Trials and tribulations indeed,
but perhaps I am a little premature
also. I certainly hope so, for the
sake of those beautiful, confused
and suffering workers.

Steve Gibson
Melbourne, Vic

Note: The above letter was
received just before Steve Gibson's
sudden death. We are, however,
publishing it posthumously as a
contribution to the debate on

this important issue.

Sydney

WORKING LIFE 1

an exhibition of paintings and works on paper
by Barbara Aroney and Paula Bloch
Barbara and Paula have been Visual Arts teachers for many years, as
well as active trade unionists, participating in many campaigns related
to public education, social justice, democracy, women’s and children’s [
rights, justice for Aboriginal people, peace and environmental issues.
3 November to 25 November.
Mon-Fri 8.00am-5.30pm
Sat 9.00am-2.30pm
“fringe café” (NSW Teachers Federation)
23-33 Mary St Surry Hills

Invitation to Exhibition Opening
FRIDAY, 7 NOVEMBER 2003 6.30pm at“fringe café”
To be opened by Lee Rhiannon MLC & the Sydney Trade Union Choir |3
RSVP: Barbara: Tel 9660 3957, barbaraaroney@hotmail.com
Paula: Tel 9665 0559, Fax 9665 2215, pbloch@bigpond.net.au

Whistling in the wind

I have been somewhat bemused
by the letters about the ALP
by apparently intelligent,
knowledgeable people — they
must have been — they were
Guardian readers!

They wrote in the belief, hope,
prayer that the ALP would “return”
and be rejuvenated and resurrected
into the working class party of their
imagination and hopes.

With all due respect to the
sincerity of the founders — and the
many of who have more working
class thought and feeling in their
little fingers than some of the pres-
ent day representatives have in the
whole of their bodies — these letter
writers are whistling in the wind.

For my part I gave up believing
in fairies at the bottom of the garden
in my early teens and have had no
occasion to change.

I will repeat what I have written
before.

The ALP is the second string
capitalist party — despite all the
rhetoric and lip service — just like
Howard’s “concern” for the little
Aussie battler — but underlying is
the real core assumption that capi-
talism is really the peak — it only
needs a few “reforms” to make it
more acceptable.

The right-wing leaders of the
ALP and the unions are capitalist
saboteurs of the working class
struggle. The majority of them have
no faith in the workers. In fact,
some leaders, Carr for example,
are actually contemptuous of the
workers.

The editorial (Guardian 1/
10/03) was very apt and timely.
In my humble opinion the ALP
leaders do not want to win the next
election because they would expose
themselves as defenders of the
capitalist system. It is much safer to
have the smokescreen of opposition.

B Appleton
NSW

Clowns

The clowns running the White
House complain of “foreign
nationals” who cause mayhem
and chaos in Iraq. If they were to
examine the full narrative of this
catastrophe, they would have to
conclude, if only for a minute or
so, that the “foreign nationals” who
have created anarchy, misery, and
mass destruction, in Iraq, and other
countries, are Americans.

Denis Kevans
NSW

-

&« Got something to say?

Got an opinion about the system, about human rights,
the labour movenment, peace, land rights, socialism,
privatisation, child care, your local community?

. Then write it down and send it to us. DX
Letters of up to 400 words in length are preferred.

\

Culture
& Life

Join us in prayer

I had a very interesting talk with
a journalist from Sri Lanka the
other day. Among other things,
he spoke of the spread of
fundamentalism on the island.
Oh, not Islamic fundamentalism
but Christian fundamentalism.

by Rob Gowland

It seems that Sri Lanka has
been invaded by a multitude of
reactionary Christian fundamentalist
churches from the USA — Baptists,
Assemblies of God, and a lot of
others.

They are all lavishly cashed up,
and they pursue the same tactics.

The most popular method is to
go to poor villages or poor urban
areas, and display an interest in how
the people are coping with poverty.

Then they encourage everyone
to “join them in prayer”.

The next day, when those same
poor people get up, they find on
their doorstep milk, fruit, packets of
food, children’s clothes etc. Like the
poor cobbler and the elves, it seems
like a dream come true.

A day or two later, the Christians
return, asking innocently how things
are going, has anything interesting
happened?

Then they make their big play:
the goodies left overnight were in
fact left by the Christian God in
answer to their prayers a day or so
earlier.

Having demonstrated that their

religion actually works, they set
about signing up recruits.

Of course, it’s a simple coupling
of bribery to credulity, but with lots
of money at their disposal the fun-
damentalist Western Churches are
able to produce tangible benefits for
people who have nothing.

Small wonder that with such
blatant huckstering tactics, the
Christian fundamentalists are
making converts in a big way.
And not just among Hindus and
Muslims.

The fundamental churches are
making inroads into the followers
of mainstream Christian faiths espe-
cially among the Catholics.

The areas these Christian fun-
damentalists choose in which to
dispense their largesse in order to
win converts are the traditional
strongholds of the left.

But while the left is urging the
people to stand up for their rights,
the US Christian fundamentalists
are handing out cash and goods, in
plentiful amounts.

It’s immediate, it’s tangible, it’s
“real”, and it’s now.

Buying converts in this way
must be extremely expensive, but
for the very right-wing US funda-
mentalist churches, saving the poor
of Sri Lanka from the evils of Islam
or Communism (or both) would
undoubtedly be regarded as money
well spent.

There is probably a US govern-
ment department — several, in fact
— dedicated to fostering and sup-
porting just such activity.

It is after all merely a variant of
the good old US political tactic of
“pork barrelling”.

Free speech

George W Bush, the great think-
er who whizzed in and out of our
country last week, is the master of
the dumb remark. When Australian

Senators Bob Brown and Kerry
Nettle were being silenced in our
own parliament for daring to inter-
rupt the US leader, Bush saw fit to
quip “T love free speech”.

When asked on US TV whether
his brutal policies in the Middle
East might provoke more retalia-
tory attacks on US personnel, Bush,
safely out of harm’s way, acted the
tough guy, saying: “Bring em on!”
Serving US soldiers were reportedly
not impressed.

Near the end of 2002, Bush
made a televised speech to pull
the American people together. He
defined the concept (crassly) with
an image from the vocabulary of
his oil company backers: “Let your
children wash the neighbour’s car”.

Not for Bush the promotion of
public transport or even car pooling.
And yet, only six months before, on
June 3 in fact, Bush had acknowl-

The first supper

edged that global warming — caused
in large part by petroleum-burning
cars — was real and had poten-
tially catastrophic consequences for
humankind.

This was the first time Bush had
admitted that there was anything to
the warnings of the scientific com-
munity about global warming. But it
still didn’t stop him from announc-
ing proudly policies that would
mean that in the next 18 years, the
US will increase the emissions of
toxic gases by 43 percent.

What the oil companies want,
the oil companies get, it seems. And
why not, after all they helped put
him in office.

Bush is fond of telling report-
ers that God told him to become
President. But in the circles Bush
moves in, the Religious Right of the
Republican Party, God is very pro-
business.

Kenneth Lay, CEO of the giant
Enron Corporation until it went
belly up following the exposure of
its manipulation of energy markets
and fraudulent behaviour, was
wont to say: “I believe in God and
I believe in the market”. No contra-
diction between God and Mammon
for these cuties. Enron of course
was one of Bush’s main financial
backers.

The Spanish environmentalist
and commentator Eduardo Galeano
has called the major capitalist
powers (“the powerful nations
that own the planet”) a gigantic
“Frankenpower” that “exercises its
freedom to turn air into filth, and its
right to leave humanity homeless;
it refers to its horrors as errors; it
crushes whomever stands in its way;
it is deaf to all alarms and it breaks
everything it touches”.

Hard words. But is he wrong? &
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ABC & SBS
public television
programs

Sun November 9 ~
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The producers of the excellent
Changing Stages (ABC 2.00pm
Sundays) insist on cluttering
it up with pretentious shots
of the program’s presenter,
Richard Eyre, emerging from
Underground stations or look-
ing down on the West End from
the roof of some theatre, when
what you want is for Eyre to do
what he’s best at: talk about the
history of the English theatre.

His grasp of the political history
of the theatre is poor to non-existent,
but he has a good understanding of
its aesthetic and social history, and
the result is a very interesting series.
And, as the episode with Arthur
Miller talking about Laurence
Olivier demonstrated, it is often
quite amusing as well.

ovingly restored footage

from films made prior to
WWI1 graces this week’s episode
of Kevin Brownlow’s Hollywood:
A Celebration Of The American
Silent Film (ABC 5.00pm
Sundays).

The episode deals with the
period from 1909 when New York’s
filmmakers moved to California to
escape Thomas Edison’s lawyers
who claimed the other filmmakers
were breaching Edison’s patents.
Edison’s ploy ultimately failed, but
by then filmmakers had discovered
California’s abundant sunshine and
scenery.

Hollywood became the centre
of US filmmaking. And when WW1
put a crimp in the European film
industry, Hollywood’s influence
was strengthened.

Mary Pickford and Douglas
Fairbanks set the social style of the
“movie colony”. They made a trium-
phant tour of Europe and received a
lavish welcome in Moscow in the
mid ‘twenties.

Drama is defined as character
in conflict. If the characters
are rooted in reality, then they will
reflect real issues and contradic-
tions, real events and problems.

Some writers, however, are so
earnest about dealing with some
issue that they substitute the issues
for the characters. Whatever the
subject matter, such a work runs the
risk of being merely worthy but fail-
ing as either art or entertainment.

Marking Time, John Doyle’s
four-part mini-series (ABC 8.30pm
over TWO nights — Sunday and
Monday), runs this risk in my
view.

Set in a small NSW town in
February 2001, the program tries
to encompass the erosion of the
Olympic spirit of goodwill, the
plight of refugees, racial intoler-
ance, the effects of September 11,
and more.

Do Doyle, as writer, and direc-
tor Cherie Nowlan, succeed? Or
does the series deserve the damning
epithet “worthy”? You decide.

Truth, War and Conse-

quences, screening on
Cutting Edge (SBS 8.00pm
Tuesday) puts forward the truly
bizarre concept: that the USA’s cur-
rent problems in Iraq are the result
of lack of forward planning!

As SBS puts it, the program
“takes viewers behind-the-scenes of
a fierce internal debate between the
State Department and the Pentagon
over the shape of Iraq after the
war. It was a debate, some officials
and observers say, that bogged
down America’s pre-war plan-
ning and distracted officials from
the crucial business of post-war
reconstruction.”

Pardon me? I thought the cru-
cial business for US planners was
ensuring they got all of Iraq’s oil,
established a permanent military
presence in the country in order to
dominate the region, and stopped
all Iraqi support for the Palestinians
and any other independently-minded
Arab regime.

“The 90-minute documentary
features interviews with key govern-
ment officials and military leaders
who admit to being unprepared for
the lawlessness and devastation-
both physical and economic-that
greeted them upon their arrival in
Baghdad.

“Paul Bremer, the chief civil-

.

™

Erosion of the Olympic ;pirit (Marking Time)

ian administrator overseeing Iraq’s
reconstruction, says: ‘I think it is
clear that when we got here we
did not realise how devastated the
economy was’”.

How strange. The rest of the
world knew what ten years of con-
tinuous US and British air raids and
economic sanctions had done to the
country’s economy and infrastruc-
ture. But the US did not know?

The program even claims the
US forces were unprepared for
the widespread looting. Yet well-
documented evidence, from Western
journalists in Baghdad, shows
that US forces actually invited the
people to loot the country’s muse-
ums and ministries.

The program’s producer (and
correspondent), Martin Smith, says
naively: “The failure, thus far, to
find evidence of weapons of mass
destruction raises troubling ques-
tions about what else the Bush
administration may have misunder-
stood or misjudged as it planned for
the war and the occupation”. Oh,
Martin, get real!

For reasons passing all under-

standing, the ABC have
decided to run two very different
sitcoms, with very different styles
and appealing to two different audi-
ences, back to back on the same
night. I happen to like both of them,
but I don’t think I would like to see
them back to back!

The first one up is the new
series of superhero spoof My Hero
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(ABC 8.30pm Thursdays), star-
ring Ardal O’Hanlon (the younger,
even thicker, priest from Father
Ted) as Thermoman, strange visitor
from the planet Ultron. When he’s
not being a superhero, Thermoman
runs a health food store and enjoys
married life with a nurse from earth
named Janet.

It is an old fashioned, conven-
tional, even mild sit com. O’Hanlon
is the best thing in it.

t will be followed by Rik

Mayall as the over-the-top
“Quadruple Professor” Adonis Cnut
(or “you poor misprint” as a charac-
ter calls him in one episode) in the
anarchic, cynical and sex-obsessed
Believe Nothing (ABC 9.00pm
Thursdays).

This week, for reasons too devi-
ous to explore, Cnut persuades Tony
Blair to invade Cuba and George
Bush not to. The depiction of Bush
is priceless.

en We Were Kings (ABC

11.20pm Thursday) is

the acclaimed film of the 1974

Muhammad Ali-George Foreman

“Rumble in the Jungle” in Kinshasa,
Zaire.

Completed some twenty-two
years after the actual title fight,
the film won the 1996 Oscar for
Best Documentary Feature. Along
with highlights of underdog Ali’s
stunning victory and infamous
“Rope-A-Dope” tactics, this richly
textured film also covers the back-
ground to the event and its cultural

WORTH WATCHING

significance, including footage of
Ali’s goodwill tours.

he BBC and the ABC once

had sufficient integrity of
purpose and standards of excel-
lence that precluded the screening
of things like Living Famously
(ABC 7.30pm Saturdays), a series
“profiling the lives of 25 screen and
music icons”.

The series, we are told, “is an
affectionate look at the personal,
rather than the professional, lives
of these legends”. In other words,
tabloid television. And there’s 25
of them!

tarting this week we have

new episodes of the period
(1940s — 50s) detective series A
Nero Wolfe Mystery, beginning
with Murder Is Corny (ABC
9.30pm Saturdays).

Rex Stout’s sleuth Nero Wolf,
despite his excessive weight (“a
seventh of a ton”), his gourmet
appetite and his self absorption, is
rather a bore.

Maury Chaykin plays him
woodenly, although his girth and
behaviour have both been toned
down. The actual star of the show
is however Timothy Hutton who
plays Wolfe’s accolyte and assistant
Archie Goodwin.

Once again Toronto stands
in for New York in the postwar
decade. The series doesn’t look like
the ’forties, but does look like the
films of the ’forties, snarling cops
and all. &

Sydney

Politics in the Pub

Every Friday night 6pm — 7.45pm
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills

(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)
Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

November 7
ISRAEL’'S ROADMAP TO PEACE: HIGHWAY TO DISASTER?
Joseph Halevi, Political Economy, Uni Sydney & Uni Grenoble, France;
Louis Haddad, Economics, Uni of Sydney;
Jane Howarth, Middle East researcher, recently returned from Palestine.

November 14
INDEPENDENTS IN THE HOUSE
Peter Andren, MP, Fed Member for Calare;
Dr Michael Pusey, Honorary visiting Prof of Sociology, Uni of NSW

November 21
WORK LIFE COLLISION
Dr Barbara Pocock, Assoc Prof, Dept of Social Enquiry, Uni of Adelaide;
Dr John Buchanan, Dep Director, ACIRRT

November 28
AFRICA — THE PLUNDER OF A CONTINENT
Ken Davis, South African Programs, Union Aid Abroad;
Gavin Kitching, Assoc Prof, Politics & International Relations, NSW Uni

The Gaelic Club, like all clubs, is required to have non members sign in.
To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.

Ing: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737,
jol@pnc.com.au PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554

www.politicsinthepub.org

THE GUARDIAN November 5 2003 11



GUARDIAN

THE WORKERS’ WEEKLY
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA

Political Developments in Ira

Letter from the Iraqi Communist Party

During the past six months, Iraq has witnessed exceptional
developments giving rise to a totally new situation. It is extremely
complex, and fraught with enormous dangers, as well as holding
real potential for leading our country out of its prolonged ordeal
towards the democratic alternative our people aspire to.

Saddam had to go

We had been fully convinced
that there was no way out of the
comprehensive crisis engulfing
our country and people, no end to
catastrophes and tragedies, and no
hope for any reconstruction except
through achieving internal change
and getting rid of Saddam’s dictato-
rial regime.

That regime had long exhausted
any justification for its existence,
with its social base shrinking,
turning into the biggest obstacle
preventing our people from breaking
out of its crisis. Its sole aim had
become to stay in power at any cost.

We also recognised the excep-
tionally repressive nature of
Saddam’s regime and the abnormal
growth of the totalitarian state it
had built, oppressing society and
depriving it of all forms of inde-
pendent and free organisation and
expression.

This was demonstrated by its
abhorrent violations of human
rights and bloody repression of
all opposition forces, over three
decades, in addition to the human
and material devastation caused by
three destructive wars and the unjust
international economic blockade
which lasted more than 12 years.

Opposed war

Our Party opposed the war,
considering it to be the worst
alternative. While joining in the
worldwide anti-war movement
under the slogan “No to War. No
to Dictatorship”, Iraqi Communists
stressed the need for distinguishing
between the people and Saddam’s
regime, warning against one-sided
positions which overlooked the
regime’s responsibility for the dan-
gers and tragedies suffered by our
Iraqi people.

When war loomed and became
the most probable outcome, as a
result of Saddam’s utter disregard
for the fate of the people and coun-
try, and also the determination by
the US administration to pursue its
policy, our Party called upon demo-
cratic and progressive forces, and
the peace movement, to support the
alternative we favoured most.

It was a national democratic and
patriotic alternative, which relies
on the struggle of the Iraqi people
and their armed forces, as well as
the unity of patriotic opposition
forces, backed by legitimate interna-
tional support. Such an alternative,
supported by pressures to force
the dictator to step down, would
have averted war and its tragic
consequences.

The outcome of the war, the

speedy collapse of Saddam’s mili-
tary institution, and even the whole
Iraqi state, exposed the bankruptcy
of the regime and its hollow claims.
Furthermore, all this revealed our
people’s overwhelming desire to get
rid of the regime.

Thus in an unprecedented devel-
opment, of enormous significance
for Iraq and the region, the people
chose to stand aside, watching a
fight between a foreign power,
which they knew only too well, and
a deeply hated regime.

The 9th of April, the day when
the dictatorship eventually col-
lapsed, has come to embody the
complexities and contradictions of
the new situation. Deliverance from
brutal dictatorship was achieved,
but the reality of occupation has
replaced it.

Occupation

The overwhelming majority of
our people were overjoyed at the
regime’s shameful collapse. But it
did not bring about the emergence
of the democratic alternative they
desired. A dangerous political and
security vacuum resulted, with seri-
ous political, economic and social
consequences that are still with us
today. Tackling this situation is a top
priority at present.

In order to confront the new
situation, our Party called upon all
Iraqi patriotic forces to convene a
broadly based National Conference
representing the political, social,
national and religious spectrum of
Iraqi society.

Such a conference would have
formed an Iraqi transitional coali-
tion government with full powers,
to administer the country during the
transitional period, prepare a draft
constitution and an election law, and
embark on negotiations with the US
to end the occupation.

But this legitimate demand, that
had received wide support from
the people, and also regionally and
internationally, was rejected by the
occupation powers. The US and
Britain received further support with
Resolution 1483 adopted by the UN
Security Council, effectively con-
ferring international legitimacy on
their occupation.

Furthermore, some Iraqi
political parties, pursuing narrow
political agendas and displaying a
hegemonistic tendency, also con-
tributed, as well as other factors,
to preventing the establishment
of a broad alliance that would
have enjoyed internal and external
support, and could have exerted
pressure on the US and won the
support of the UN.

Attempts by the US to impose

Our party has regarded the Council as
an arena of struggle rather than being
a final, fixed and definitive authority.

an Iraqi “Political Council” of only
a consultative nature were firmly
rejected by the people and political
forces. Eventually a compromise
was reached in mid July 2003, with
active mediation by the late UN spe-
cial representative, Mr Sergio Vierra
de Melo, by setting up a Governing
Council, with limited but important
powers.

Our Communist Party par-
ticipated in the final round of
deliberations with the American
and British sides, at their invitation.
Attempts, ideologically motivated,
to sideline the party and exclude it
from these discussions failed. This
result was a reflection of political
reality and our Party’s position in
the current balance of forces.

The outcome of the process,
with the occupying American power
being forced at the end to accept an
Iraqi governing body with powers,
has revealed the potential for
expanding these powers, as part of
its natural struggle with the occupy-
ing powers.

Our Party, which decided to join
the Governing Council, along with
the majority of other political forces,
has regarded the Council as an arena
of struggle rather than being a final,
fixed and definitive authority.

The Party took into consid-
eration the following facts when
it decided to join the Governing
Council:

e The majority of other politi-
cal parties and forces, and national
and religious groups in the country,
agreed to join the Council. The
Council includes most of the forces
our party could be allied with to
achieve its democratic and patriotic
program.

e The general desire which
could be sensed among party organ-
isations and supporters that it should
act positively in the current sensi-
tive and complex phase our country
is going through, and should not
give any pretext to those who want
to entrap, isolate and even subject it
once again to repression.

* Participating in the Council
in its present form does not mean,
in any way, accepting it as an
alternative to the desired Iraqi tran-
sitional coalition government. It is
seen instead as a step in the direc-
tion of achieving an independent
national Iraqi government, with a
patriotic democratic program, to
rid the country of its present plight
and move ahead towards building a
unified democratic and federal Iraq.

e The Council represents one
of the main elements of the politi-
cal process with the final objective
of achieving the country’s indepen-
dence and putting it along the path
of democratic development.

Role of Party

Our Party can play a more influ-
ential role from within this process,
to push in the required direction,
while struggling, from without, to
mobilise the people to effectively
ensure that the process develops
in the right direction. It is, in this
sense, an arena of struggle because
diverse forces and sides are influ-

Resisting occupation is a right enshrined in the UN charter

encing the political process both
inside and outside the Council.

Resisting occupation is a right
enshrined by the UN Charter. The
Iraqi people, therefore, have a legiti-
mate right to resort to various forms
of struggle to end the occupation
and restore national sovereignty.

The lessons of history teach us
that peoples only resort to armed
struggle when they are forced to do
so after exhausting peaceful means.

Today, various possibilities and
options are available to our people
to exercise political struggle. ... the
Iraqi political forces, including our
Party, are in almost unanimous
agreement that violent means are
not the most appropriate and effec-
tive, as long as peaceful means have
not been exhausted.

Armed ... operations actually
provide the pretext for the occupy-
ing forces to prolong their presence,
as well as perpetuating the state of
tension, concern and fear among the
people.

Acts of sabotage against basic
services, electricity networks, gas
supplies and oil pipelines only
aggravate the suffering of the
people. Such armed operations,
including criminal acts of assass-
ination, are exploited by remnants
of the ousted regime to nurture their
hopes for regaining power.

Violations and violent acts
against the people by the occupy-
ing forces have also led to violent
reactions by the latter, giving rise to
spontaneous armed operations.

Speedy handover to
Iraqi people

Tackling the security situation,
however, requires urgent political,
economic and social measures. First
and foremost, prerequisites must be
provided for a speedy handover of
power to the Iraqi people and build-
ing a democratic regime in Iraq.

Developments in our country
since the collapse of the dictatorial
regime have also emphasised the
importance of activating the role of
the United Nations and expanding

its direct participation in supporting
and guiding the on-going political
process in Iraq, as well as its role in
relief operations and reconstruction.

This is an increasingly urgent
matter.

Furthermore, enhancing the UN
role will provide an international
legitimacy now lacking and prevent-
ing the participation of many world
powers in the process of recon-
struction, as well as obstructing the
return of the situation to normalcy.

Iraq is witnessing today an
extremely complicated political
process.

It has become a volatile battle
front, where regional and inter-
national interests and strategies
interact with the internal situation,
pushing it in directions against peo-
ple’s interests and their aspirations
in restoring security and stability,
retrieving their national sovereignty,
achieving the democratic alternative
and speeding up comprehensive
reconstruction.

During this transitional period,
when contradictions and struggle
over the future direction of devel-
opment intensify, it is essential,
more than ever before, to have
multifarious international solidarity
by the forces of peace, and progres-
sive and democratic movements, to
support and consolidate Iraqi patri-
otic and democratic forces in their
struggle to foil attempts to sabotage
the political process and push the
country towards chaos and internal
strife.

This solidarity is also essential
to enable the Iraqi people to bring
about a speedy end to occupation
and open up prospects for democrat-
ic development in Iraq, empowering
them to decide their political future
and social system in accordance
with their own free will.

The future of Iraq, and the whole
region, depends to a large extent on
the outcome of the on-going politi-
cal process in our country.
International Department
Central Committee
Iraqi Communist Party
18th October 2003
Abridged for reasons of space. &
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