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The US and China bring two options to Australia

WAR AND MORE WAR

PEACE A

Last week the Australian Parliament and the Australian
people were presented with two entirely different
perspectives and two virtually opposite courses of

action.

The speech of President George
W Bush was almost entirely
devoted to war and was peppered
with references to “murderers”,
“committed killers”, “terrorists”,
“outlaw regimes”, ‘“weapons
programs”, and the glory of past
wars. “Our nations must confront
the immediate threat of prolifera-
tion ... We are preparing to search
planes, ships, trains and trucks
carrying suspect cargo, to seize
weapons or missiles shipments
that raise proliferation concerns”,
said George Bush.

The speech by the President
of the People’s Republic of
China(PRC), Hu lJintao, was
devoted to peace, the development
of trade and cultural exchanges.

“l am convinced that China and
Australia will shape a relationship
of all-round co-operation that fea-
tures a high degree of mutual trust,
long-term friendship and mutual
benefit, a relationship that makes
our two peoples both winners”,
said Hu Jintao. There was no talk
of war.

In welcoming President Bush,
John Howard, also drew upon past
wars. He listed the supposed shared
values of the US and Australia
— the belief that the individual
is more important than the state,
that strong families are a nation’s
greatest asset, that competitive free
enterprise is the ultimate foundation
of national wealth, and that the
worth of a person is determined
by that person’s character and

hard work, not by their religion
or race or colour or creed or social
background.

Howard went on to say, “Our
two nations have fought in defence
of those values”. He listed joint
Australia-US military campaigns
beginning in 1918 up to the present
day.

He had nothing to say about
the principles which determine the
Australian Government’s foreign
relations with other countries, no
mention of the United Nations.

He welcomed Bush “as a
standard-bearer for the values that
we hold in common...”

In welcoming President Hu
Jintao the next day, John Howard
was much more formal. While
characterising the Australia-China
relationship as “mature and practi-
cal”, he dwelt on the fact that “We
are different societies, we have
different cultures, we have differ-
ent traditions and we have different
histories and no purpose is served
in pretending otherwise”.

Howard also attempted to
pose as some sort of go-between
in relations between the US and
the People’s Republic of China.
He said, “Our aim is to see calm
and constructive dialogue between
the US and China on those issues
which might potentially cause
tension between them ...”

However Howard failed to say
that Australia believes that there is
only one China and that Taiwan is
a part of that one China, yet this is

John Howard welcomed Bush
““as a standard-bearer for the
values that we hold in common...”
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a main issue of contention between
the US and the PRC.

Both Howard and Crean, who
also had some words of welcome
to both Bush and Hu, attempted
to raise the issue of the alleged
North Korean nuclear issue when
introducing Hu Jintao. They are
attempting to “line-up” the PRC
Government to put pressure on the
Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea. President Hu was not drawn
on the issue and did not mention the
DPRK in his statement.

The choices facing Australia
could not have been presented
more starkly than in the immense
differences between the two
addresses to the Awustralian
Parliament. The choice of policy
that Australian governments
make now and in the future will
determine whether Australia
becomes a genuine partner on an
equal basis with the countries of
Asia or whether Australia remains
no more than a mindless sheriff of
the US doing its bidding against
Asian countries.

See pages 6 & 7 for abridged
tests of the two speeches. &
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CPA applauds award of Sydney
Peace Prize to Hanan Ashrawi

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Australia (CPA) applauds the decision by an independent
jury to award the Sydney Peace Prize to Hanan Ashrawi
and congratulates the organisers, the Centre for Peace
and Conflict Studies and its Director, Professor Stuart

Rees.

The CPA congratulates Hanan
Ashrawi on her award and honours
her struggles for justice for her
people, the Palestinians. In the
terrible situation which exists in
Israel/Palestine, Hanan Ashrawi has
been a consistent rational voice for
negotiation not violence between
Israel and Palestine, for peace and
for justice.

The CPA condemns the
campaign being waged against
awarding the Peace Prize to Hanan
Ashrawi and the individuals and
organisations in Sydney who have
wilted in the face of this vicious
opposition. The Lord Mayor
of Sydney, the City of Sydney

Two Presidents
speak
- p6&7

Council, and the University of
Sydney Council have in different
ways acted to prevent the award
being given to Hanan Ashrawi.

Those who support Hanan
Ashrawi are not anti-semitic but
support peace and human rights.
Those who are orchestrating the
hate campaign against Hanan
Ashrawi and the Palestinians should
not be permitted to undermine
work for peace and social justice
undertaken by many people around
the world.

Statement made by the
Central Committee of the CPA
at its meeting October 25-26,
2003 &
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Let us welcome

Dr Hanan Ashrawi

The decision of the Lord Mayor of Sydney, Lucy Turnbull to
withdraw from events at which the Sydney Peace Award to Dr
Hanan Ashrawi will be presented has highlighted a sickness in
Australian society and it is not anti-Semitism. It is the racism
of many who pursue the Zionist objective to occupy Palestinian
lands and conquer its people. It is part of the hate campaign by
some Australian politicians and sections of the media towards
the Palestinian people. There is a strong Zionist lobby in
Australia.

The Lord Mayor claimed that Dr Ashrawi “is on record as
one of the few members of the Palestinian National Council to
vote against the Oslo peace accord and a two-state solution in
the Middle East”. It appears that the Lord Mayor was mis-
informed and overstepped her authority. She had not received
the backing of the Sydney City Council when she withdrew her
support for the award presentation.

The Australian Jewish News backed her stand, as did the
Deputy leader of the NSW Opposition Liberal Party who said,
“The fact is that, as documented, Ashrawi is neither a moderate
nor a peace activist”.

The fact is that Dr Ashrawi was one of the negotiators of the
Oslo Accords, acting on behalf of the Palestinian Authority. She
has condemned attacks that kill innocent Israeli citizens and
supports the formation of a state of Palestine alongside Israel.

Professor Stuart Rees, the Executive Director of the Sydney
Peace Foundation said the Foundation’s jury was unanimous
in supporting her selection. Professor Rees strongly refutes
claims that Dr Ashrawi is opposed to peace. He has come
under enormous pressure to withdraw the prize and cancel Dr
Ashrawi’s visit.

The Jewish Board of Deputies has formally called on NSW
Premier Bob Carr, who has agreed to present the award, to
reconsider his decision.

The Zionist lobby has for many years accused anyone who
makes a criticism of Zionism or the Jewish state of Israel of
being anti-Semitic. This ploy is nothing more than a cover by
which to smother and silence any criticism of Israel and the ex-
tremely reactionary, aggressive and racist policies and actions
of its government.

The extreme right Zionists claim to have a god-given right
to seize the lands of Palestinians who have lived in Palestine for
many generations, just as some Jewish families have also done.
Their objective remains the creation of a Greater Israel — at the
expense of the many thousands of Palestinians who have lived
peacefully side by side with Jewish families for generations
—until the Zionists created a racist and religious divide that led
directly to the present conflict. The former British colonialists
helped to create these divisions by promising the land to both
Jews and Arabs.

A statement by the Australian Palestine Human Rights
Campaign says, “The reality is that the pro-Zionist lobby is
opposed to any recognition of [the] positive Palestinian contri-
bution. It is apparent from the vitriolic attack levelled against
Ashrawi that they seem to struggle with any recognition of our
humanity, of our achievements and of our commitments to the
notion of peace.”

The state of Israel has been the aggressor in the region,
launching the 1967 war against Egypt, Syria and Lebanon.
The military forces of Israel invaded Lebanon for a second
time in the 1980s. The present Israeli Government has renewed
threats against Syria and recently bombed Syrian territory. It
is the state of Israel that instigated a policy of assassinations
of Palestinians and during frequent military incursions, killed
many Palestinian civilians.

This does not excuse the use by the Palestinian resistance of
tactics that are aimed at Israeli civilians. Resistance against oc-
cupation and invasion is fully justified but tactics must be used
that weaken the invaders rather than providing justification in
the eyes of many for Israeli aggression and assassinations.

Zionist racism must be exposed and opposed just as racism
from any other quarter. The award to Dr Ashrawi is fully justi-
fied and her pending visit to Sydney to receive the award needs
to be supported.

PRESS FUND

The US Bar Association recently declared that no US lawyer could ethically
represent the prisoners of the US held at Guantanamo Bay, because

the military would require them to take actions which would be against
their client’s interests. When Greens Senator Bob Brown interrupted
George W Bush’s speech to the Australian Parliament, in protest at the
illegal imprisonment of Australians Mandouh Habib and David Hicks at
Guantanamo, Bush looked quite shocked! If he’d read The Guardian, he’d
have known that there’s strong opposition here to their detention. We need
your help to continue to bring you coverage of these and other crucial issues,
so please send us a contribution for the next issue. This week our sincere
thanks go to the following supporters:

Bert Appleton $40, Brian Hawke $25, W Irving $5, Hector Kerswell
$100, T Markou $10, Betty Stewart $100.

This week’s total $280. Progressive total $9435.

AUSTRALIA

Bush visit signals
rush to Free Trade Agreement

The corporate media were buzzing last week with columnists
and commentators on the purpose of US President George W
Bush’s 21-hour visit to Australia. Most said that it was to give the
Australian Government the customary rub on the tummy for getting
involved in another US military adventure. The desire of George
“Dubbya” to hurry along the conclusion of an Australia US Free
Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) came a close second. Whatever the
reason, the US President did say that he would like to see such an
agreement in place by the end of December.

by Bob Briton

Not surprisingly, “our” leaders
agree with him.

In contrast to the cautious
approach to a free trade agreement
with China, where Foreign Minister
Alexander Downer speaks of a
one- or even two-year period for
investigation, the AUSFTA is pre-
sented as something akin to a law
of nature.

As usual, the Federal Govern-
ment is speaking on behalf of a
minute segment of the population
and corporate interests.

The AUSFTA threatens the
sovereignty of the Australian
Government over pharmaceuticals,
quarantine regulations, genetically
engineered products, health care,
education, consumer protection and
even our culture and identity.

Despite repeated assurances
from the Federal Government
that nothing would change, the
Pharmaceutical Benefit Scheme
(PBS) and other important public
services are threatened. Powerful
interests on the other side of the
Pacific are pushing for “reforms”.

The US group representing
major drug companies, PhARMA,
claims that its members do not
receive a sufficiently high price for
the drugs they sell to the Australian
Government. They want bigger
profits. These companies — the most
profitable in the USA — are used to
getting their way and an AUSFTA
would open the door wider to their
influence in Australia.

US targets

guarantine laws

The US claims Australia’s quar-
antine laws are a “barrier to trade”
and under an FTA would use a “free

Steve Gibson

The Guardian regrets to inform readers of the death of
Steve Gibson on Sunday October 26 in Melbourne.

trade” pretext to breech our quaran-
tine protection.

The lead negotiator for the US
Government, Bob Zoellick, has
indicated that the signing of the
AUSFTA is conditional on a “relax-
ation” of Australia’s quarantine
laws.

The US is host to many dis-
eases, viruses and pests not known
in Australia. The Productivity
Commission has forecast that if
quarantine laws were relaxed, a dis-
ease outbreak in the livestock sector
could cost $13 billion in lost GDP
and at least 30,000 jobs. Australia
currently has disease-free status in
many of its agricultural sectors.

According to surveys, over 70
percent of Australians would not
buy genetically engineered (GE)
food if they had the choice. But US
agribusiness will stop at nothing
to push GE products onto markets
and would use a FTA to over-rule
Australian labelling laws and to stop
States introducing GE moratoriums
and GE-free zones.

The list of services set to
be upended by an AUSFTA is
extensive.

Trade Minister Mark Vaile gave
reassurances that the agreement
would not impair the government’s
ability to “deliver fundamental
objectives in health care, education,
consumer protection and supporting
Australian culture and identity”.

But the experience of the
Canadians and Mexicans — now
bound to the US through the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) - is that US companies
have used newly created opportun-
ities to muscle into the provision of
public services.

They would do the same to
Australia.

In fact, NAFTA provides many

There will be an obituary next week.

The funeral will be on:

Friday 31st October 12 noon

Tobin Brothers, 111 Wheatsheaf Rd, Glenroy, Melbourne

The CPA on the WEB

For more information on the Communist Party of Australia,
documents, Guardian archives, campaigns, links to other parties,
papers and organisations and much more, visit our websites:

Central Committee:
Blacktown Branch:
Maritime Branch:
Sydney Central Branch:

insights into what “free trade”
agreements with the US are about.
The Economic Policy Institute
in the US estimates that 765,000
US manufacturing jobs have been
wiped out since 1993.

“The fact is,” says Jim English
Secretary-Treasurer of the United
Steelworkers of America, “NAFTA
has been a disaster for workers
on both sides of the border. It has
reduced wages by 22 percent for
Mexican workers and at the same
time it has cut by more than half
the number of successful organis-
ing campaigns in this country
when employers threaten workers
with moving their plants out of the
country.”

This is what these agreements
are designed to do. They give
greater freedom for transnational
corporations to do as they please
to maximize profits. They are yet
another means by which to limit the
ability of workers to defend them-
selves and the services they require.

Bush and Howard are long
standing members of the “coali-
tion of the willing” in that global
struggle. &

Time is short
Send your protest
about the proposed
AUSFTA to:

Prime Minister John Howard
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Tel: (02) 6277 7700
Fax: (02) 6273 4100
e-mail via PM’s site
http://www.pm.gov.au/
email.cfm
OR
Minister for Trade Mark Vaile
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Tel: (02) 6277 7420
Fax: (02) 6273 4128
E-mail:
mark.vaile.mp@aph.gov.au
(emails must include postal address)
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AUSTRALIA

Private health industry crisis in SA

A ceasefire has been called in a dispute that for three weeks meant
that South Australians insured with the State’s largest private health
fund, Mutual Community, were effectively locked out of hospitals
owned and managed by the State’s largest provider of private beds,
Healthscope. The tussle was only the most recent between major
players in the private health sector and gave us another glimpse of
what lies ahead if the Federal Government succeeds in replacing
public health care with private operators.

by Bob Briton

Private hospital
says change fund

During the spat, members of
Mutual Community arriving at
Healthscope hospitals for anything
but emergency attention were
warned that they would have to
pay up front for their treatment and,
even after claiming from their fund,
that they would be left with a con-
siderable “gap”.

When booking in for a natural
birth, women were asked to cough
up over $4000 and told that they
would have a gap of $1018. A cae-
sarean section was $5600 with a
$1517 gap. Patients needing a hip
replacement would have to produce
over $13,000 and take a $3540 gap
on the chin.

Healthscope suggested to
patients that they change funds to
avoid the need to pay upfront for
treatment and absorb the hefty gap.
Unfortunately, there were no guar-
antees that members transferring
to similar tables with other funds
would avoid the gap left in these
particular circumstances.

Australian Unity went public
with its decision not to pay the gap
for patients fleeing the clutches
of Mutual Community. Medibank
Private took a more compassion-
ate attitude, however, and offered
immediate cover.

Funds say change
hospital

On the other side of the contest,
Mutual Community was taking
a similarly hostile line. It recom-
mended that its members should get
treatment in other private facilities
and avoid Healthscope’s hospitals.

This was easier said than done
— Healthscope is the largest provider
of private beds in the State and
provides services for over 24,000

Mutual Community members
annually.

Healthscope manages the
Ashford, Flinders Private and The
Memorial hospitals for the finan-
cially troubled private owners,
Adelaide Community Healthcare
Alliance, and owns the Griffith
Rehabilitation, Holdfast Private and
Parkwynd Private hospitals in its
own right.

Furthermore, the Ashford
Hospital is the only private hospital
in the State with the highest (“2B”)
level neonatal nursery for premature
babies and able to cope with other
birthing problems. At the time of
the standoff, there were over 1000
women waiting to have their babies
at Ashford and Flinders Private.
There was justifiable concern that
the situation could put babies at
risk.

The flow of patients to other,
non-Healthscope private hospitals
was putting the doctors and staff
of those other institutions under a
lot of strain. Calls went up from
all quarters for talks and inquiries
to settle the issue and get back to
“business as usual”.

The crisis set in when Mutual
Community rejected a proposal
from Healthscope for an 11 percent
increase in the rebate paid to the
hospital for its services to its mem-
bers. The hospital managers claim
that they had negotiated new con-
tracts with 27 other funds before
striking this snag with Mutual
Community.

They maintain that their costs
have risen at two and a half times
the rate of inflation and that, if the
fund didn’t agree to their demands,
they might go the way of the 14 pri-
vate hospitals that have closed in the
State over the past decade.

Mutual also cried poor, in spite
of the mighty boost they have had
from their share of the annual injec-
tion of $3.6 billion of taxpayers
money into their industry sector
through the Federal Government’s

30 percent Private Health Insurance
Rebate.

Giving in to the likes of
Healthscope would cause increased
premiums and gaps to occur for
members across the board, they said.
They offered Healthscope a two per-
cent increase over three years and
added that even this amount made
Healthscope the best-compensated
hospital operators in SA.

On October 1, the contract
between Mutual Community and
Healthscope lapsed. State Labor
Health Minister Lea Stevens called
on her Federal counterparts Senator
Kay Patterson and the new Health
Minister Tony Abbott to intervene.
“Private health insurance is the
province of the Federal Government
and this is an ongoing issue of real
concern here in SA”, she said.

Opposition Health spokes-
person Dean Brown took advantage
of the impotence of the opposition
to get tough on the corporations. He
claimed that Ms Stevens had “con-
siderable powers” under the Health
Commission Act to enforce a no-gap
system on the parties while they
slugged it out.

Eventually, the hospital manag-
ers and the health fund agreed to
meet with Private Health Insurance
Ombudsman John Powlay in the
mediator’s chair.

The on-again, off-again talks
last week resulted in Healthscope
dropping its demands for upfront
payments while the details of an
agreement with Mutual Community
were worked out. The health fund
warned that the outcome could
still involve some gap payments at
Healthscope hospitals.

Elsewhere, Mutual had a sim-
ilar confrontation with Healthscope
earlier in the month over payments
to the Darwin Private Hospital.

In Victoria, thousands of psy-
chiatric patients faced bills of up
to $300 per day recently when
Healthscope and health fund HBA
— now wholly owned by the trans-
national British United Provident
Association — fell out over rebates.
Patients staying the average 18
days at the Northpark psychiatric
unit or the Melbourne, Victoria
and Geelong clinics faced a gap of
$5328!

In two other recent cases
— Ramsay Healthcare versus NIB
in Newcastle in 2002 and Australian
Healthcare versus MBF Health on
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the Gold Coast in 2000 — the courts
found in favour of the hospitals in
their disputes.

This latest spat, which is still
to be resolved, exposes some of
the problems associated with pri-
vate health insurance and privately
run hospitals whose first priority is
profits. Providing health care is the
vehicle for profit-making, not their
number one priority.

It demonstrates that the private
sector cannot be relied upon to
manage something as important as
healthcare.

Worse to come?

Medibank Private manag-
ing director George Savvides has
warned of worse to come. Gap pay-
ments and other difficulties loom as
the hunt for profits dominates the

negotiation of new contracts. “If
we can’t settle on the right contract,
Medibank Private won’t be fright-
ened about not being in contract”,
he told the media last month.

The uncertainty, expense and
profiteering behaviour of the play-
ers in the private health sector
are not new features and are not
likely to go away when the South
Australian crisis blows over. They
are becoming more common and
threaten to leave us with a system
similar to the US where “your”
choice of hospital (and even treat-
ment) is actually made for you by
an insurance company.

A stronger public health system
— not a stronger private sector as
is being pushed by the Federal
Government — is our only guarantee
of universal access to health ser-
vices with acceptable standards. &

Govt sued for negl

and child abuse

The Department of Immigration and the private company contracted
to run Australia’s immigration detention centres are to be sued for
damages because of the treatment of a child held in the Villawood
detention centre in south-west Sydney. Eight-year old Shayan
Badrale was locked up in the centre for 17 months. During that
time he witnessed acts of violence and suicide attempts and became
so traumatised he stopped drinking, eating and speaking.

The action is being taken on
behalf of Shayan by his father,
Saeed, in the NSW Supreme
Court where they will seek
unspecified damages from the
Immigration Department and
the US-based private prison
company Australasian Correctional
Management. The actions of the
Immigration Minister at the time,
Philip Ruddock, are sure to be
raised in the case.

Ruddock is now Attorney-
General and is currently trying to

place even more severe restrictions
on asylum seekers having access
to Australia’s courts to appeal
when their application for a visa is
rejected by the Government. Clearly
Ruddock has maintained his role in
the Government’s vicious immigra-
tion regime.

Shayan’s treatment was first
brought to the nation’s attention
by the ABC’s Four Corners pro-
gram. In 2002 the then President
of the Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity Commission, Alice Erh

Igence

Soon Tay, found that the Howard
Government had “failed to treat
Shayan with humanity and respect
for the dignity of the human person
and/or in a manner appropriate to
his age” and that the Government
had thus breached its obligations
under the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child.

The Government is also trying
to overturn a Family Court ruling of
last June that ordered the release of
five siblings who were being held at
the Baxter detention centre in South
Australia.

That decision was an important
blow against the inhuman manda-
tory detention of asylum seekers and
could open the way for the release
of the more than 100 children cur-
rently locked up in detention centres
in Australia. &

Siev X Anniversary

I journeyed out to sea in my mind last night

and | wondered...

| wondered if humans are worth as much as animals
I wondered if people could feel the emotion of the

cage

| wondered, if we had come here as unwanted
livestock, if there had been just one sheep on the Siev
X, would people see the truth about asylum seekers?

I wondered if they could imagine children as lambs,

would they then shed tears?

If only the press had cared as much for them as those

sheep...

I wish we had been born sheep instead of scapegoats
I wish it was not better to be a dumb animal than to be

human here.

by an Afghan refugee
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LABOUR STRUGGLES

Building workers’ lives on the line

The Federal Government’s blatantly anti-union legislation targeting
the construction industry was the focus of a protest rally in Adelaide
last week organised by the Construction Division of the CFMEU. And
in NSW, 10,000 building workers downed tools last Monday as part of
the campaign for legislation that would allow negligent employers to be
charged with manslaughter when a worker is Kkilled on the job. Their
action follows the death of 16-year-old Joel Exner on a building site in

western Sydney on October 15.

South Australia

South Australian CFMEU State
Secretary Martin O’Malley warned
that the Howard Government’s pro-
posed legislation goes the heart of
the ability of workers to organise
in defence of their rights and condi-
tions.

“The legislation seeks to under-
mine workers, by weakening the
very union that protects their rights
and entitlements from unscrupulous
bosses and the equally unscrupulous
government.”

The proposed legislation would
clamp down on action by workers
when faced with unsafe conditions
by banning walkouts in favour of a
ballot process. It also wants to set
up an industry tribunal to deal with
disputes, and effectively try to cut
unions out of the process. Such a

move would leave workers vulner-
able to the whims of employers.

“Just as the Cole Royal Com-
mission into the building industry
was nothing more than a political
witch-hunt, this legislation is a clear
attempt to impose unfair and dracon-
ian laws for political reasons.”

Mr O’Malley said the planned
laws will put workers’ lives on the
line in the notoriously dangerous
construction industry. The shock-
ing reality is that on average, one
building worker is killed each week
in Australia. And that’s just the
reported statistics. How many go
unreported?

National Occupational Health
and Safety Commission figures
show one in every 10,000 construc-
tion workers will die on the job.
Comparing the risks with other
industries, around 20 percent of

LABOUR NOTES

Former Electrolux workers are continuing their picket at the
gates of labour hire company EL Blue. When Electrolux sold
its Botany site, it terminated more than 100 employees. The
business was bought by the former site manager, who of-
fered a small group of workers their jobs back. But there’s a
catch — they only get a job if they sign an individual contract
(AWA) with the labour hire company EL Blue. The AWA they
are being offered is inferior in every way to their old Enterprise
Bargaining Agreement, particularly with lower wages and
worse working hours. Most heinously, the AWA will allow EL
Blue to take the worker to court if the contract is breached,
but gives EL Blue immunity from being taken to court!

Queensland Teachers have voted overwhelmingly to accept
an enterprise bargaining package with the State Government.
The agreement has a target of reducing class sizes in years
4-10 from 30 to 28 students. Queensland Teachers’ Union
President Julie-Ann McCullough said the reductions were a
major breakthrough for teachers who had made this a central
issue of their campaign. Base salaries will be increased by 3.8
percent, backdated to June 1 this year, followed by two in-
creases of 3.5 percent on July 1 in 2004 and 2005. The salary
for beginning teachers will increase from $39,034 to $43,407.

Preliminary results of a survey of ground-based airport
workers by the Australian Services Union found that 31
per cent of workers had experienced physical or ver-
bal abuse in carrying out their work. The union says
people who threaten or physically assault staff are rarely
prosecuted under state laws and are often rewarded with
airline upgrades. The ASU is demanding tough federal
penalties, similar to those available for air rage on aircraft.

Liquor Hospitality and Miscellaneous Workers’ Union
education members in Western Australia endorsed a plan
of escalating industrial action after the State Govern-
ment refused to respond to their wage claim. Workers
will ban extra duties, including assisting in yard duty dur-
ing lunch breaks and gardeners will attend to gardening
only, and no handyperson duties. Cleaners will not clean
administration areas. There will be rolling stoppages.

The National Farmers’ Federation has asked the Austra-
lian Industrial Relations Commission to insert a new clause
in the Pastoralist Award excluding farmers and landown-
ers from having to pay national wage increases (National
Safety Net Adjustments). The Australian Workers’ Union is
opposed to the move as it would deny shearers and other
pastoral workers wage rises that other workers enjoy.

all workplace injuries happen on
building sites. The Commission
estimates the annual cost of build-
ing industry deaths and injuries is
$20 billion.

“Yet what is the Federal
Government’s response?”, asked
Mr O’Malley. “Not to toughen stan-
dards, but to try to weaken the very
organisation that puts worker safety
first — the union.”

“The CFMEU doesn’t simply
talk about safer worksites, it acts.
If a site is unsafe, members walk off
the job. Immediately. No delays. No
ifs, no buts. It takes direct action to
keep workers safe.”

“This is legislation which is
aimed directly at undermining
unions. What it will actually lead to
is worsening safety standards. More
than four times as many working
days are lost as a result of work-
place injury than are lost through
industrial action — many of them
you can bet are associated with
safety issues!

“Weaker unions mean weaker
safety. We won’t stand for it, but
will protest against it.”

Wollongong

Around 1500 construction work-
ers rallied at the Wollongong Mall
Ampi-threatre. Speakers at the rally
focused much of their addresses on
the need to protect workers from
situations like that of Joel Exner and
Dean McGoldrick who died in simi-
lar circumstances.

Mark Paloff from the South
Coast Labour Council said that
workers had a right to expect to go

home to their families at the end of
the day.

Greens Member for Cunningham
Michael Organ addressed the crowd
on his draft Industrial Manslaughter
Bill that he is presenting to Federal
Parliament in the next couple of
weeks.

“In Australia 2200 people die
from work related accidents a year.
More people die on work sites than
in car accidents”, Mr Organ said.

The Bill will call for tough
penalties of up to 25 years jail with
fines of up to $50 million for negli-
gent employers.

Former ACTU President
Jennie George highlighted how
Occupational Health and Safety
had become deregulated over the
years by both Federal and State
Governments.

She also talked about how the
government spent millions of dol-
lars on the Royal Commission into
the Building Industry. “It was a
phoney witch hunt against the union
movement while two workers died
without one employer appearing
before the Commission to account
for the Occupational Health and
Safety breaches that caused these
deaths”, Ms George said.

NSW Assistant Secretary of the
CFMEU Peter Zaboyak talked about
sitting in the Royal Commission
every day and no one person was
allowed to talk about a safety issue
during the proceedings.

He highlighted the case of Dean
McGoldrick who died scamping
across a roof the company with-
out a safety harness during the
Commission hearings. His employer
was only fined $20,00 dollars.

Building workers protest in Wollongong on October 27

“Dean’s Company went into
receivership directly after the fine
and didn’t pay.”

The rally in Wollongong passed
a unanimous resolution to con-
tinue to pressure both the Howard
and Carr Governments to bring in
immediate Industrial Manslaughter
legislation to prevent further deaths.

Sydney

The action in South Australia
came as unions in NSW marked
the death of 16-year-old Joel Exner.
Public transport in Sydney came to
a standstill last Wednesday as trans-
port workers observed one minute’s
silence.

Ferries on Sydney Harbour and
city buses and trains joined in the
silence in Honour of Joel, who was
only three days into his new job as
a roof plumber at Australand when
he fell 15 metres to his death. His
employer provided no safety harness
for Joel or his workmates, despite
the union and the safety committee
repeatedly calling for the harnesses
to be provided.

The minute’s silence was also
in honour of the thousands of
Australian workers who die each
year due to employer negligence and
in support of the union campaign for
the introduction of industrial man-
slaughter laws.

“We support the CFMEU in
their fight to get rogue operators
responsible for work deaths put
behind bars”, said Maritime Union
of Australia acting branch Secretary,
Glen Wood. “The death of young
Joel is not just a tragedy, it’s a
crime.” &

Maternity leave win at Brisbane Council

Brisbane City Council employees have won 14 weeks paid maternity
leave and two weeks paid paternity leave under a new enterprise
bargaining agreement finalised last week.

Australian Services Union
(ASU) Branch Secretary Julie
Bignell said the new provisions
would be phased in over three years
and represented a significant step
towards a more family-friendly
work environment.

“We are very pleased that
Council has agreed to our claim to
increase paid maternity leave to 14
weeks, which meets the standards
set by the International Labour
Organisation”, Ms Bignell said.

“This is a significant gain that

will improve the balance between
work and family responsibilities for
many of our members.

“This agreement will set a
new standard for other workplaces
across Queensland, and our union
is committed to extending these
conditions to all of our members”,
said Ms Bignell.

Eligible employees would also
be offered the alternative of taking
up to 28 weeks maternity leave on
half pay.

The ASU thanked Brisbane

Mayor Tim Quinn, and said
Brisbane Council had set an
example on how paid maternity
leave and other family-friendly
initiatives help retain talented and
experienced employees.

Other gains for Council workers
under the agreement include:

e a pay increase of 3.9%
backdated to July 1, 2003 and a
further increase of 3.9% on July 1,
2004;

e job security through com-
mitments to no forced redundancies
and restrictions on the use of
outsourced labour; and

 improved career development
and advancement opportunities. &
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A reminder of Vietnam §

The death of Dr Jim Cairns signified the passing of an era, the
protest era, as it was known. The 1960s and ’70s were an era when
everything was changing and being challenged — new benchmarks
were being put into place on a whole lot of issues. It was also a time
of enormous activity and opposition to the Australian Government’s
policies of support for the United States war in Vietnam.

by Pauline Mitchell*

In the ’60s Communist North
Vietnam began to loom large in
United States war policies and in
1964 President Johnson said that
hostile North Vietnamese forces had
fired on US warships in the Gulf
of Tonkin. This enabled President
Johnson to get a resolution through
the US Congress to send more
troops to South Vietnam and widen
the conflict between the North and
South.

It has since been proved that
the Gulf of Tonkin incident, as it
became known, was entirely fic-
titious and there is no evidence
of such a thing ever happening.
Britain and Europe refused to join
the United States in sending troops
to Vietnam, but Australia did send
troops and “All the way with LBJ”
became a well-used slogan.

From the beginning of the
rumble of war drums over Vietnam,
there was growing opposition
among the Australian people but
when the government introduced
Conscription the rumblings became
aroar.

Jim Cairns had travelled
in Europe and realised that the
people needed a movement where
they could voice their protests on
the Vietnam War only and so the
one-issue Vietnam Moratorium
Campaign was launched. Late in
March 1970, Dr Cairns called upon
workers, students, mothers and
all people to occupy the streets of
Melbourne on May 8.

The establishment was horrified,
predicting blood in the streets and
the Minister for Labour and National
Service said “it was an invitation to

anarchy”. Later he called the sup-
porters of the Moratorium “political
pack-raping bikies” while the Prime
Minister of the day said they were
storm troopers.

The papers wrote many edi-
torials about this dangerous path
and dangerous protest and the
Herald editorial on March 31, 1970
said that our streets were not for
occupation.

But “occupy the streets” they
did — the government had grossly
underestimated the breadth of the
feeling in the community. On Friday
May 8 between 70,000 and 100,000
people marched in Melbourne and
decided to stage a sit-in, in Bourke
Street, bringing the city to a halt
for hours. There was a tremendous
outpouring of feeling and people
who couldn’t get to the demon-
stration waved from windows and
balconies.

It was the biggest demonstra-
tion that Melbourne had ever seen
and by far the biggest in Australia.
The media that had been predict-
ing mob violence the week before
the Moratorium changed overnight
to hail Jim Cairns as the man of
peace.

Those that led the Moratorium
became the “good guys” and the
brave Draft Resisters were regarded
as heroes. The government kept
saying that these young men were
“draft dodgers” but they were not
“dodgers” at all, they told the gov-
ernment that they didn’t believe in
the war and were not going to go
into the army.

They resisted the government
at every turn and many went under-
ground to evade capture by the

Commonwealth Police but many did
go to jail for a time.

On August 8, 1972 Dr Jim
Cairns was elected Chairman of
the Campaign for International
Co-operation and Disarmament,
taking over from the Reverend Alf
Dickie who was another pioneer of
the peace movement of Australia
and who had been its Chairman
from the beginning. In his report to
the Annual General Meeting of the
CICD in 1974 Jim Cairns spoke of
the objectives of CICD and devel-
opments in the peace movement.

He expressed concern that
Australia was acting as a “mini-
imperialist power” with growing
military involvement in our region
and “Perhaps it is unreal for the
peace movement to expect Australia
to swing to a non-aligned foreign
policy until we have achieved
much greater success in exposing
the threat to Australia of the United
States alliance”, he said.

This speech could have been
delivered recently as it has rel-
evance to today. Now Australia is
taking part in the US war on Iraq
with the “coalition of the willing”.

And Dr Cairns must have been
struck with this similarity with the
politics of yesteryear and the poli-
tics of today.

Dr Cairns was also present at
the big demonstrations held against
the involvement in the war in Iraq
at the beginning of the year and the
movement of the Victorian Peace
Network, which is uniting all people
in one-issue protests.

Dr Jim Cairns was a significant
Labor Party politician, rising to the
position of Deputy Prime Minister
in the Whitlam Government, but
will always be best known for his
struggle and persistency during the
Vietnam War years and the public
recognition of the peace movement.
*Secretary for the Campaign for
International Co-operation
and Disarmament &

Adelaide refuses to be Bush-whacked

US President George “Dubbya” Bush
never made it to Adelaide during his
brief visit to Australia last week. This
did not stop about 300 local people
taking their protest to the steps of the
State Parliament last Friday evening.
Strong feelings were expressed on
anumber of issues involving the so-
called “leader of the free world”.
Professor lan Maddocks of the
Medical Association for the
Prevention of War spoke to the
crowd about the post-war situation
in Iraq and Afghanistan. He offered
the following view about the force
responsible for the suffering:

“The Bush administration is an
unhealthy power. It promises
vengeance and feeds on fear to
justify America’s own terrorist
methods — from the A-bomb, through
Agent Orange to the attack on Iraq.

It makes no apology for illegal acts
of questionable morality, because it
knows it is right — might is right.”
Democrat MLC Sandra Kanck, Iraqi
ant-war activist Saad, Flinders
University lecturer David Palmer,
Adelaide University lecturer Tony
Burke and Ruth Russell —who was

a human shield in Iraq during the
most recent war — also addressed the
crowd on the hawkish behaviour of
the unwelcome US head of state.
The protest was

organised by NOWAR. &

AUSTRALIA

Chris Corrigan, the man who wants to de-unionise Austra-
lia’s transport industry, has used a rugby analogy to attack
the rights of workers to organise and collectively bargain:
“Imagine what would happen if we applied our crazy labour
laws, workers’ compensation and safety laws to the sporting
field”, he told a gathering of business big wigs. “We would
only be able to play touch football and the whole field would
need to be covered in mattresses in case anyone tripped.”

New Health Minister Tony Abbott must want his government to
be voted out at the next election. He has “warned” that Labor
might “review” the almost $4 billion a year taxpayer-funded re-
bate and other subsidies to the private health insurance sector.

The branch-stacking Liberal Party wannabe candidate, mer-
chant banker Malcolm Turnbull, had previously sought a
place on a guaranteed Labor Senate team ten years back.
Former Labor Party hatchet man Graham Richardson told
the Bulletin magazine that Turnbull, who is currently trying to
get the numbers up to roll sitting member Peter King in the
blue ribbon Liberal seat of Wentworth, that he knocked back
Turnbull’'s application “to join the ranks of the workers’ party”.

PM Howard was treated with contempt at the APEC summit
in Thailand. Singapore called for Australia to aspire to hav-
ing a 50 percent Asian population so it can be fully accepted
in Asia, and Indonesia lectured Howard about the poor im-
age his government has created in the region. Trouble is
the Howard Government wants in on the ground floor in the
creation of a new regional trade and economic zone while
at the same time acting as deputy sheriff for US hegemony.

The push continues by major employers for a national workers’
compensation scheme that would replace the various state
schemes. Though the state schemes have taken many rights
away from injured workers, under the Howard Government
such a scheme would slash their rights to next to nothing. The
employers have the backing of the Productivity Commission
which is heralding the ways and means under a proposed
national scheme to cut annual workers’ comp by $30 million.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is former health min-
ister Kay Patterson who was the architect of the current
$27 million advertising campaign that blames patients for
the increasing costs of prescription medicines. The ads
copped a blast from University of Newcastle researchers
who, in an article in the Medical Journal of Australia, say
that the campaign “distorts reality” by claiming that it is the
responsibility of patients to keep costs down. “It seems ironic
when we know one in five households has trouble paying
for drugs that this campaign tells them they may be con-
tributing to the waste of medication”, said the researchers.
Patterson has told a conference of pharmaceutical com-
pany reps that the campaign is “reaching its target audience”.
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Two presidents, two sy
War, intervention, Western interests

On Thursday October 23, US President George Walker
Bush addressed a joint sitting of the two Houses of
Parliament in Canberra. He spoke of war, terrorism, US
intervention and enforcement of collective security and
US values — with an ever loyal Australia at its side. The
following is an edited version of his speech.

Some five months ago your
Prime Minister was a distinguished
visitor to our ranch in Crawford,
Texas. You might remember that
I called him a man of steel. That
is Texan for “fair dinkum”. Prime
Minister John Howard is a leader of
exceptional courage who exempli-
fies the finest qualities of one of the
world’s greatest democracies. | am
proud to call him “friend”.

In 100 years of experience,
American soldiers have come to
know the courage and good fel-
lowship of the diggers at their side.
We fought together in the Battle of
Hamel, in the Coral Sea, in New
Guinea, on the Korean Peninsula
and in Vietnam. And, in the war on
terror, once again we are at each
other’s side.

In this war, the Australian and
American people have witnessed the
methods of the enemy. We saw the
scope of their hatred on September
11, 2001. We saw the depth of their
cruelty on October 12, 2002. We
saw destruction and grief — and we
saw our duty.

Your nation and mine have
known the shock and felt the sorrow
and laid the dead to rest, and we
refuse to live our lives at the mercy
of murderers.

The nature of the terrorist threat
defines the strategy we are using
to fight it. These committed killers
will not be stopped by negotiations.
They will not respond to reason.
The terrorists cannot be appeased.
They must be found, they must be
fought and they must be defeated.

The terrorists hide and strike
within free societies, so we are
draining their funds, disrupting their
plans and finding their leaders. The
skilled work of Thai, Indonesian
and other authorities in capturing
the terrorist Hambali — suspected
of planning the murders in Bali and
other attacks — was a model of
the determined campaign we are
waging.

The terrorists seek safe harbour
to plot and to train, so we are hold-
ing the allies of terror to account.
America, Australia and other nations
acted in Afghanistan to destroy
the home base of al-Qaida and rid
that country of a terror regime.
And the Afghan people, especially
the Afghan women, do not miss
the bullying, the beatings and the

public executions at the hands of the
Taliban.

The terrorists hope to gain
chemical, biological or nuclear
weapons — the means to match
their hatred. So we are confront-
ing outlaw regimes that aid
terrorists, that pursue weapons of
mass destruction and that defy the
demands of the world.

Today, Saddam Hussein’s
regime is gone, and no-one should
mourn its passing.

In the months leading up to our
action in Iraq, Australia and America
went to the United Nations.

We are committed to multi-
lateral institutions, because global
threats require a global response. We
are committed to collective secur-
ity, and collective security requires
more than solemn discussions and
sternly worded pronouncements. It
requires collective will. The res-
olutions of the world are to be more
than ink on paper.

They must be enforced.

Must enforce

security

If the institutions of the world
are to be more than debating soci-
eties, they must eventually act. If
the world promises serious con-
sequences for the defiance of the
lawless, then serious consequences
must follow. Because we enforced
resolution 1441 and used force in
Iraq as a last resort, there is one
more free nation in the world and all
free nations are more secure.

Members and Senators, with
decisive victories behind us we have
decisive days ahead. We cannot let
up on our offensive against terror
even a bit. We must continue to
build stability and peace in the
Middle East and Asia as the altern-
atives to hatred and fear.

We seek the rise of freedom
and self-government in Afghanistan
and in Iraq for the benefit of their
people, as an example to their
neighbours and for the security of
the world.

America and Australia are help-
ing the people of both those nations
to defend themselves, to build the
institutions of law and democracy
and to establish the beginnings of
free enterprise. These are difficult

Our nations have a special
responsibility throughout the Pacific
to help keep the peace, to ensure
the free movement of people,
capital and information, and
to advance the ideals of
democracy and freedom.

tasks in civil societies racked by
years of tyranny.

It should surprise no-one that
the remnants and advocates of tyr-
anny should fight liberty’s advance.
The advance of liberty will not be
halted.

The terrorists in the Taliban and
Saddam hold-outs are desperately
trying to stop our progress. They
will fail. The people of Afghanistan
and Iraq measure progress every
day. They are losing the habits of
fear and they are gaining the habits
of freedom.

Some are sceptical about the
prospects for democracy in the
Middle East and wonder if its cul-
ture can support free institutions.
In fact, freedom has always had its
sceptics.

Some doubted that Japan and
other Asian countries could ever
adopt the ways of self-government.
The same doubts have been heard
at various times about Germans and
Africans.

At the time of the Magna Carta,
the English were not considered the
most promising recruits for democ-
racy. To be honest, sophisticated
observers had serious reservations
about the scruffy travellers who
founded our two countries.

Every milestone of liberty was
considered impossible before it
was achieved. In our time we must
decide our own belief: either free-
dom is the privilege of an elite few
or it is the right and capacity of all
humanity.

By serving our ideals we also
serve our interests.

If the Middle East remains a
place of anger and hopelessness
and incitement, this world will tend
toward division and chaos and vio-
lence. Only the spread of freedom
and hope in the Middle East in the
long term will bring peace to that
region and beyond. The liberation
of more than 50 million Iragis and
Afghans from tyranny is progress to
be proud of.

Our nations must also confront
the immediate threat of prolifera-
tion. We cannot allow the growing
ties of trade and the forces of glo-
balisation to be used for the secret
transport of lethal materials.

Remnants and advocates of tyranny

America will continue to maintain
a foreign presence in Asia and
continue to work closely with
Australia.

Pacific
responsibility

So our two countries are join-
ing together in the Proliferation
Security Initiative. We are preparing
to search planes, ships, trains and
trucks carrying suspect cargo, to
seize weapons or missile shipments
that raise proliferation concerns.
Last month Australia hosted the first
maritime interdiction exercise in the
Coral Sea.

Australia and the United States
are also keeping pressure on Iran to
conform to the letter and the spirit
of its non-proliferation obligations.

We are working together to
convince North Korea that the con-
tinued pursuit of nuclear weapons
will bring only further isolation.

The wrong weapons, the wrong
technology in the wrong hands, have
never been so great a danger and we
are meeting that danger together.

Our nations have a special
responsibility throughout the Pacific
to help keep the peace, to ensure the
free movement of people, capital
and information, and to advance the
ideals of democracy and freedom.

America will continue to
maintain a foreign presence in
Asia and continue to work closely
with Australia. Today America and
Australia are working with Japan,
the Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia,
Singapore and other nations to
expand trade and to fight terror — to
keep the peace, including peace in
the Taiwan straits.

Your country is hosting
President Hu Jintao. Australia’s
agenda with China is the same as
my country’s. We are encouraged by
China’s co-operation in the war on
terror. We are working with China
to ensure the Korean Peninsula is
free of nuclear weapons. We see a
China that is stable and prosperous,
a nation that respects the peace of

(g, \§)

its neighbours and works to secure
the freedom of its own people.

Security in the Asia-Pacific
region will always depend on
the willingness of nations to take
responsibility for their neighbour-
hood, as Australia is doing.

Your service and your sac-
rifice helped to establish a new
government and a new nation in
East Timor. In working with New
Zealand and other Pacific island
states you are helping Solomon
Islands re-establish order and build
a just government. By your prin-
cipled actions Australia is leading
the way to peace in South-East Asia,
and America is grateful.

Together my country, with
Australia, is promoting greater
economic opportunity. Our nations
are now working to complete a US-
Australia free trade agreement that
will add momentum to free trade
throughout the Asia-Pacific region
while producing jobs in our own
countries.

The relationship between
America and Australia is vibrant
and vital. Together we will meet
the challenges and the perils of our
own time.

In the desperate hours of
another time, when the Philippines
was on the verge of falling and your
country faced the prospect of inva-
sion, General Douglas MacArthur
addressed members of the
Australian Parliament. He spoke of
a code that unites our two nations,
the code of free people, which, he
said “embraces the things that are
right and condemns the things that
are wrong”. More than 60 years
later, that code still guides us.

We call evil by its name. We
stand for freedom that leads to
peace. Our alliance is strong. We
value more than ever the unbroken
friendship between the Australian
and the American peoples. &

b
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— Howard and Bush in Parliament
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stems, different values
Peace, co-operation and respect

On Friday October 24, one day after President Bush, the
President of the People’s Republic of China Hu Jintao
addressed a joint sitting of Federal Parliament. He spoke
warmly of lasting peace, friendship, respect and long-
term mutually beneficial co-operation with Australia, and
outlined a new concept for security. The following is an

abridged text of his speech.

Let me begin by expressing, on
behalf of the Chinese Government
and people, my best wishes to
you and, through you, to the cour-
ageous and hard-working Australian
people.

The Chinese people have all
along cherished amicable feelings
about the Australian people.

Back in the 1420s, the expe-
ditionary fleets of China’s Ming
Dynasty reached Australian shores.

For centuries, the Chinese
sailed across vast seas and settled
down in what they called Southern
Land, or today’s Australia. They
brought Chinese culture to this
land and lived harmoniously with
the local people, contributing their
proud share to Australia’s economy,
society and its thriving pluralistic
culture. More than three decades
have passed since China and
Australia established diplomatic
relations.

To consolidate and develop
its all-round co-operation with
Australia is a key component of
China’s external relations. We have
always viewed our friendly ties with
Australia from a strategic and long-
term perspective.

I am convinced that China and
Australia will shape a relationship
of all-round co-operation that fea-
tures a high degree of mutual trust,
long-term friendship and mutual
benefit, a relationship that makes
our two peoples both winners.

How should countries go about
their relations with one another in
this complicated and diverse world?

It is a question that is on the
minds of many people. We are of the
view that for a smooth conduct of
state-to-state relations and for last-
ing peace and common prosperity,
all countries should act in compli-
ance with the following principles:

Political

First, politically, they should
respect each other, seek common
ground while putting aside differ-
ences and endeavour to expand
areas of agreement.

Our world is a diverse place
like a rainbow of many colours.
Civilisations, social systems,
development models, as different
as they may be, should nonetheless
respect one another, learning from
each other’s strong points to make
up for one’s own weakness amid
competition and comparison and
achieving common development
by seeking common ground while
shelving differences.

By mutual respect politically,
we mean that the political system
and path of political development
chosen by the people of each coun-
try should be respected.

Democracy is the common pur-
suit of mankind, and all countries
must earnestly protect the demo-
cratic rights of the people. In the
past 20 years and more since China
embarked on the road of reform
and opening up, we have moved
steadfastly to promote political

restructuring and vigorously build
democratic politics under socialism.

While upholding and improving
our systems of peoples congresses,
multi-party co-operation and
political consultation under the lead-
ership of the Communist Party, and
regional ethnic autonomy, we have
advanced the process of scientific
and democratic decision-making
and promoted grassroots democ-
racy, protection of citizens’ rights
and freedoms, and democratic elec-
tions, democratic decision-making,
democratic management and demo-
cratic supervision by the people in
the country’s political, economic,
cultural and social life according
to law.

In future, we will continue to
move forward our political restruc-
turing in a vigorous and cautious
manner as our national conditions
merit, improve our democratic insti-
tutions and legal systems and build
a socialist political civilisation.

True, China and Australia are
different in social systems. This
is the result of different choices
made by our people in light of
their national conditions, and the
two countries’ different historical
evolution.

As China-Australia relations
prove, so long as they understand
and treat each other as equals and
respect their respective national
conditions and circumstances, coun-
tries with different social systems
may very well become partners
of friendly co-operation with con-
stantly increased common ground.

Economic

Second, economically, they
should complement and benefit one
another, deepen their co-operation
and achieve common development.
With economic globalisation devel-
oping in such depth, no country can
expect to achieve economic devel-
opment without going for effective
economic and technological co-
operation with other countries and
actively participating in interna-
tional division of labour.

Bringing in capital, knowledge,
technology and managerial expertise
needed for development at home
and in return providing products and
know-how with comparative advan-
tages for the development of others
— this is how countries achieve
common development through
mutually beneficial co-operation.

Right now, China has entered
into a new stage of building a well-
off society in an all-round way and
accelerating the socialist modern-
isation drive.

We are busily engaged in
developing a socialist market
economy and opening the country
still wider to the outside world in
more areas and with a higher level
of sophistication.

China enjoys a vast market,
abundant labour, social and
political stability and a vibrant
momentum for development.
A stronger and more developed

China will bring growth opportuni-
ties and tangible benefits to other
countries in the world. China and
Auwustralia are highly complementary
economically.

The potential for China-
Australia economic co-operation is
immense. Past, present or future,
we see Australia as our important
economic partner.

China-Australia trade grew
rapidly in recent years from US$87
million (A$124.67 million) in the
early years of diplomatic relations
to US$10.4 billion (A$14.9 billion)
in 2002.

China has become Australia’s
third largest trading partner, the
fourth largest export market, and
the fastest-growing one. Australia
is China’s ninth largest trading
partner and the biggest supplier of
wool.

Over the years, China has pur-
chased large amounts of iron ore
and aluminium oxide from Australia
which has such energy and mineral
riches. Last year, the two countries
signed a 25-year, $25 hillion deal
on LNG [liquid natural gas] in
Guangdong, thus laying a solid
foundation for bilateral energy co-
operation.

Also expanding steadily are the
bilateral exchanges and co-operation
in science and technology, agri-
culture and animal husbandry. By
June 2003, Australia had invested
in a total of 5600 projects in China,
with a paid-in investment exceeding
US$ 3.1 billion. China has invested
in 218 projects in Australia with
a contractual value of US$450
million.

We are ready to be your long-
term and stable co-operation
partner dedicated to closer co-
operation based on equality and
mutual benefit. The trade and
economic framework between
China and Australia which will be
signed today marks the beginning of
a brand new stage of our trade and
economic co-operation.

Cultural

Third, culturally, they should
step up exchanges and enhance
understanding and mutual emulation.

Diversity in the world is a basic
characteristic of human society, and
also the key condition for a lively
and dynamic world as we see today.
The proud history, culture and
traditions that make each country
different from others are all parts of
human civilisation.

Every nation, every culture,
must have some strong points of
its own, and all should respect
one another, draw on each other’s
strength to make up for its own
weakness and strive to achieve
common progress.

China has a 5000-year civilisa-
tion, and its people of 56 ethnic
groups have worked together to
shape the magnificent Chinese cul-
ture. The Chinese culture belongs
not only to the Chinese but also to
the whole world.

With reform, opening up and
modernisation drive pressing ahead
with full swing, we are all the more
eager to draw on the useful achieve-
ments of all civilisations.

Cultural exchanges have long
served as important bridges of
enhanced understanding and deep-

Hu in Parliment — bilateral ties have stood the test of time

ened friendship between our two
peoples.

In recent years, people-to-people
exchanges between China and
Australia have grown rapidly with
annual visits well over 100,000.

China is now the biggest
source country of foreign students
in Australia. We should continue
to expand our cultural exchanges,
giving fuller play to culture’s role as
the bridge and bond in the building
of friendship between the two coun-
tries and two peoples.

Security

Fourth, in security, they should
strengthen mutual trust, co-operate
on an equal footing and endeavour
to maintain peace. Peace and devel-
opment remain the dominant theme
of our times.

Uncertainties undermining
world peace and development are
on the increase.

Traditional and non-tradi-
tional threats to security are mixed
together, rendering some regions
unstable and turbulent. Terrorism
attacks from time to time, and cross-
boundary crime have become more
pronounced.

China advocates a new secu-
rity concept featuring mutual trust,
mutual benefit, equality and co-
operation and strives to resolve
disputes peacefully through dia-
logue and co-operation.

We believe in democracy in
international relations. The affairs of
the world should be handled through
consultation on the equal footing by
all countries.

Members of international
community should reaffirm their
commitment to multilateralism and
give full scope to the important
role of the United Nations and its
Security Council in maintaining
world peace and security.

China and Australia respect
each other’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity, stick to
non-interference in each other’s
internal affairs and enjoy a

growing mutual trust in the
security field.

The recent years saw increas-
ing exchanges between the two
militaries as evidenced by the
annual defence strategic dialogue
for six consecutive years and fre-
quent port calls by naval ships of
both countries. China and Australia
have shared interests in keeping
the South Pacific and Asia-Pacific
stable, easing regional tensions and
promoting peaceful settlement of
hot-spot issues.

China welcomes and supports
a constructive Australian role in
regional and international affairs.

We on our part will stick to our
independent foreign policy of peace,
acting forever as a strong defender
of world peace and a persistent pro-
ponent of common development. \We
are ready to join Australia and other
countries in cultivating a secure and
reliable international environment
of lasting stability.

Taiwan

Taiwan is an inalienable part
of China’s territory. The complete
reunification of China at an early
date is the common aspiration and
firm resolve of the entire Chinese
people. A peaceful solution to the
Taiwan question serves the interests
of all Chinese people, including
our compatriots in Taiwan. It also
serves the common interests of all
countries in the region, including
Australia.

The greatest threat to peace in
the Taiwan Straits is from the splitist
activities by the Taiwan indepen-
dence forces. We are firmly opposed
to Taiwan independence.

The Chinese Government and
people look to Australia for a con-
structive role in China’s peaceful
reunification.

Looking forward, | feel con-
fident in where the relationship is
headed. Let us join hands in writ-
ing a more luminous new chapter
of China-Australia relationships of
all-round co-operation. &
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Necessity of ending US blockade of Cuba

On November 4, the United Nations General Assembly will be
voting on the Resolution titled “Necessity of ending the economic,
commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of
America against Cuba”. Cuba has presented such a resolution for
12 consecutive years. Last year, 173 Member States voted in favour,
three against (including the United States) and four abstained.

This confirms a near-total
rejection by the international com-
munity of the US Administration’s
genocidal policy towards Cuba
and of the implementation of the
Helms-Burton Act and other extra-
territorial legislation that contravene
the UN Charter, the principles of
International Law and the rules
governing economic, trading and
financial relations among States.

The draft submitted to the
Secretary General of the UN points
out that the so-called embargo
imposed on Cuba by the United
States Government has lasted for
more than four decades.

The so-called blockade has the
aim of subjugating through hunger
and disease a people that claims
nothing more than its full right to
self-determination and to defend
its sovereignty, well-being and
dignity.

It is a massive, flagrant and
systemic violation of the Cuban
people’s human rights, particu-
larly of the rights to health and food,
which causes serious humanitarian
consequences, the Resolution says.

Cuba points out that the pres-
ent, extreme right-wing, Republican
government has increased its hostil-
ity and prohibitions against Cuba to

unprecedented levels, ignoring the
demands of the international com-
munity.

An overwhelming and growing
majority within the US society itself
supports a change in policy.

The Resolution lists as evidence
of the US’s behaviour:

e the repeated and baseless
accusations portraying Cuba as a
threat;

e the increase in illegal radio
and television broadcasts to Cuba;

e the growth in US funding for
internal subversion;

¢ the encouragement of hijack-
ings of vessels and aircraft and
the non-compliance with bilateral
agreements on migration;

o the links of President George
W Bush with the Miami-based
mafia of Cuban origin which helped
him avoid a recount at the elections;

e the decision to appoint and
promote Cuban-born officials
hostile to Cuba to key US govern-
ment posts in the field of national
security; and

e the announcement of the
review of the policy on Cuba with
the aim of tightening restrictions
and the consistently threatening dis-
course implying that military acting
against Cuba was not discarded.

Despite legislation to the
contrary, the White House is
determined to veto any legisla-
tive attempt to facilitate visits of
its citizens to Cuba alleging: “it is
essential to maintain sanctions and
travel restrictions to deny economic
resources to ... Cuba”, it said.

The sale of some food products
to Cuba should not be seen as a
more flexible approach by the US
administration. On the contrary,
the complex procedures and the
enormous structure of restrictions
associated to these sales, ignore and
run contrary to international trade
norms.

All purchases have to be paid in
cash, as neither private nor public
credits are allowed; and transpor-
tation of merchandise bought by
Cuba has to be made in non-Cuban
vessels.

Furthermore, US companies
are not allowed to purchase Cuban
products.

The extra-territorial Torricelli
and Holmes-Burton Acts, in addi-
tion to breaching the sovereignty of
third party States and International
Law, have caused further severe
damage to the Cuban economy over
the last ten years.

Every sector in the Cuban econ-
omy has suffered. The Resolution
notes that “Of the US$685 million
losses in Cuba’s foreign trade in
2002, as a result of the sanctions,
US$178.2 million (26%) was direct-
ly attributable to the extra-territorial
aspect of US policy”.

Strikes for health care

Daniel Lucra, 19, just wants to keep his health care in case he gets
sick or hurt on his job behind the deli counter at Albertson’s, where
slippery floors and sharp blades can cause injuries. Cashier Linda
Young, who has worked 10 years for Albertson’s, has two Kids,
eight and ten, and will have to pay US$40 for every doctor visit if
the company succeeds in cutting health benefits. “I work for my
benefits, that’s it”, says Lupe Ascencion, 21, who bags groceries

for US$7 an hour.
by Terrie Albano

Lucra, Young and Ascencion
are three of the 70,000 Southern
California retail food workers who
have been forced onto picket lines.
Workers at Von’s, which is operated
by Safeway Inc, walked out, reject-
ing management’s demands for deep
cuts to health care and pension ben-
efits, a wage freeze and a scheme to
pay new employees US$2 an hour
less.

United Food and Commercial
Workers (UFCW) had lim-
ited the strike to one chain “to
minimise inconvenience to custom-
ers”. But, Von’s biggest competitors,
Albertson’s and Ralph’s, locked out
UFCW members as part of a joint
negotiating strategy. All workers are
covered by the same contract.

Seven UFCW locals filed a law-
suit against Albertson’s and Ralph’s
on October 14, charging that the
lockout amounts to a mass layoff,
requiring 60 days notice under a

2002 California law. The suit seeks
back pay, health care and pension
benefits.

According to the union, the
giant supermarket corporations
which control 60 percent of the
Southern California retail food
market are using the real challenge
of non-union Wal-Mart as an excuse
to gut their union contracts and
weaken the union’s strength.

Each worker earned 39 percent
more profit for the three companies
in 2002 compared to 1998, adding a
total of US$2.7 billion in operating
profits, says a UFCW statement.

At the Van Nuys store, with 160
workers locked out, customers were
few and far between. The seafood
section and Starbucks were closed,
autumn produce boxes sat in empty
aisles, and only three cashiers were
on duty — with not much to do.

Shopper Shelly Cosby, accom-
panied by her young daughter, Joy,
said it’s a matter of integrity not to

cross a picket line. Another custom-
er, Kay M Lewis, brought bottles of
water to the union workers. “I know
them. They’re my friends standing
behind the counter. Management
could certainly afford to pay for the
current health care and pension ben-
efits”, she said.

Deli worker Lucra said one of
his co-workers is two years away
from retirement. “And now they are
talking about taking away pensions?
That’s not right.”

Across town, bus and train
mechanics at the Los Angeles
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority were forced out on strike
October 14, also over issues of
health care costs. The nation’s third
largest mass transit system is shut
down as union workers honour the
mechanics’ picket line.

And the struggle over who
pays ballooning health care costs is
also at the heart of the LA County
Sheriff’s deputies’ contract battles.

“It’s at the core of every
major contract struggle”,
Kate Bronfenbrenner, Cornell
University’s labour education
research director, told the Los
Angeles Times, “And it’s going to be
an issue until we see some national
solutions”.

People’s Weekly World &

Sydney
Celebrate the anniversary of

Friday November 7 at 6.30pm
65 Campbell St, Surry Hills

Donation $10 ($4 concession)
Food provided / drinks available
phone Andrew on 9212 6855
CPA Sydney Central Branch

“The so-called embargo has
seriously affected all Cuba’s
economic and social sectors.
Preliminary studies have proved
that, as regards only the economic
impact, the total of Cuba’s eco-
nomic losses during more than four
decades of embargo, may already
exceed US$72 billion.

“There are numerous examples
of the difficulties faced by the
educational system as a result
of the so-called embargo. Thus,
the nation’s purchasing power to
import means and resources for
Cuban schools has fallen by 25-
30% since the early 1990s, as a
result of having to be acquired

from remote markets and some-
times at higher prices.

“Agriculture, a sector whose
development is key to food
production and, hence, to raise
nutritional standards for the Cuban
people, suffered losses due to the
US so-called embargo totalling
US$108.5 million.

“For all these reasons, Cuba
expects that the international com-
munity overwhelmingly reaffirms,
once more, its condemnation to
this policy and renews its request
to put an end to this ‘economic,
commercial and financial embargo
maintained by the United States
government against Cuba’”. &

Israeli CP leader’s car bombed

Hans Lebrecht reports from Israel that on October 24, an
incendiary bomb exploded underneath the car in which
communist Knesset Member and General Secretary of the

CP Israel, Issam Mahoul usually drives. When his wife, Su’ad
started the engine of the Honda car which was parked in front
of their Haifa home it went up in flames. Fortunately Su’ad
succeeded in getting out of the burning car unhurt.

Issam Mahoul told Hans
Lebrecht that he was sitting in the
second family car when he heard
the explosion and saw his wife
jumping out of the car.

He told Hans, as well as other
correspondents and the police, that
he had no personal enemies, but had
lately received several anonymous
threats by phone, usually accompan-
ied by racist and radical right-wing
utterances.

“| see this attack as a threat to
democracy in Israel”, he added.

The Speaker of the Knesset,
Reuven Rivlin, phoned MK Mahoul
and expressed his shock at the inci-
dent. MK Mahoul is one of the 10
Avrab-Palestinian lawmakers in the
120-member Knesset parliament.

Palestinians
and international peace
activists shot

Two young Palestinian boys
and two international peace activists
were injured when Israeli soldiers
drove into the Balata Refugee Camp
randomly firing their weapons into
the streets.

Two Israeli military jeeps and
a hummer entered the camp and
began shooting.

The two Palestinian boys were

hit by rubber bullets; one of the
boys was hospitalised and later
released.

Two volunteers with the
International Solidarity Movement
escorted a group of children to
safety and then stayed to observe.

Mark (last name withheld),

a volunteer from Colorado in the
United States, sustained injury to
his right thigh when a live bullet
grazed his leg.

Auwustralian volunteer Jeremy
(last name withheld), was shot
through the leg, a live bullet passing
through his left thigh and entering
his right.

Mark and Jeremy are currently
undergoing treatment at Rafidia
Hospital in Nablus.

According to Mark, Jeremy,
and two other international wit-
nesses, they were clearly visible to
the hummer before being shot at,
having appeared in the spotlight of
the vehicle three separate times.

“There was no Palestinian gun-
fire; we were all clearly unarmed
civilians; why were the soldiers
shooting?” asked ISM volunteer
Kelly B.

On the way to Rafidia hospi-
tal, the ambulance transporting
the Internationals was detained by
Israeli soldiers. &
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A pariah state as well as a sheriff

The declining respect for Australia in the Asian region is not only due
to the Howard Government being regarded as a US “sheriff”. This
appellation has been confirmed by no less a person than President
Bush and no amount of wriggling and explanations by Howard,
Downer, the US Ambassador to Australia and by Bush himself can
erase this perception. All their explanations fall flat in the face of
the fact that Australia’s role, just like that of Israel, is as a clone of
the US - doing whatever the US calls for and even more.

Another, but much less pub-
licised fact, is the Australian
Government’s shoddy and stand-
over treatment of East Timor over
the exploitation of the oil and gas
resources of the Timor Gap.

The people of East Timor,
after years of Portuguese and then
Indonesian colonialism, remain
among the poorest in the world.
The winning of their independence
after years of armed struggle and
the existence of rich oil and gas
resources off the East Timorese
coast should have opened the door
to a better future but this is being
denied them by the Australian
Government.

When Indonesia occupied and
annexed East Timor in 1975, the
only government in the world to
recognise this invasion and annexa-
tion was the Australian Government
of Gough Whitlam. In an agree-

ment between the Indonesian
and Australian governments in
1972, one of the main gas fields,
Greater Sunrise, was put mainly in
Australian waters.

On March 6 of this year the new
East Timorese and the Australian
Governments signed another agree-
ment which divided up the wealth
beneath the sea.

Bullied and
blackmailed

At the time there were rumours
that the Australian Government
had “bullied” and “blackmailed”
East Timor’s Prime Minister, Mari
Alkatiri. It was said that Alexander
Downer had treated the PM “as if
he were a child”.

A leaked transcript of the
talks has been published in The

Economist (March 13, 2003) and
the London Guardian Weekly
(October 16 - 22, 2003) which,
if correct, would confirm the
Howard Government’s treatment
of its impoverished neighbour.
The Australian Government has
not denied the truth of the leaked
transcript.

During the negotiations the East
Timorese Prime Minister accused
Australia of offering them the
“scrapings off the plate”.

Mr Downer is reported to have
responded by saying, “Your claims
go almost to Alice Springs. You can
demand that for ever for all | care
... but if you want to make money
you should conclude an agreement
quickly”. Downer is reported to
have said, “We are very tough. We
will not care if you give informa-
tion to the media. Let me give you a
tutorial in politics — not a chance”.

Disputes between nations con-
cerning rights to territorial waters
are usually settled by adherence to
the half-way mark. This is the prin-
ciple enshrined in the UN’s Law of
the Sea. If this were to be the case
most of the Greater Sunrise field
would belong to East Timor.

However, in 2002 Australia
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The persecution of anti-war
protestors must stop now

Communist Party of Greece calls for support

Five Greek anti-NATO activists were dragged into court on in
November 2002 for obstructing the passing of NATO troops during
the NATO aggression against Yugoslavia. They were all acquitted

of all charges by the court.

The overwhelming majority of
the Greek people opposed the dirty
war of NATO, USA, and EU on
Yugoslavia, which took place in
1999.

At that time, the peace move-
ment escalated its actions for
over two months, obstructing the
passing of NATO troops in viola-
tion of article 27 of the Greek
Constitution.

The five peace activists who
were charged and acquitted by
the court now face a new trial in
Thessaloniki on October 29 follow-
ing the intervention of the public
prosecutor.

The five include Nikos
Christanis, a member of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party
of Greece (CPG).

The CPG’s Thessaloniki organi-
sation has issued an appeal for
solidarity and protest action in sup-
port of the five.

“The court action, the particu-
lar time chosen for it, concerns us
greatly. This action is a provocation
for the Greek people”, the CPG said
in its appeal.”

The CPG said it is part of the
fostered anti-terrorist hysteria,
which is aimed against popular
liberties and gains, and constitutes
a further step in the penalisation of
trade union and political activity.

It is part of the effort to silence
opposition at a time when the
situation in the Balkans, Palestine
and Iraq becomes more and more
dangerous and requires the mass
response of the peoples against
the plans of the USA, NATO,
andEU. &

cpg@int.kke.gr

The CPG would greatly appreciate
solidarity messages.

Send your message to
& kkethess@otenet.gr

Also send a protest letter to
the Prime Minister of Greece mail@primeminister.gr
(notify the CPG of it to the above mentioned e-mail addresses)

withdrew from the Law of the
Sea Convention and from the
International Court of Justice’s
jurisdiction on maritime bound-
ary questions according to the
article in the March 15 issue of The
Economist.

The Howard Government then
delayed ratifying the Timor Sea
Treaty it had made with East Timor
until the deadline was reached in
early March leaving East Timor
with the choice of either demanding
greater revenues and perhaps risk-
ing the collapse of the agreement,
or accepting Australia’s terms.

Blackmail paid off

Having got its way Australia
hailed the good results of its black-
mail as giving certainty to the
international consortia investing in
the Timor Sea. A big gas deal with
Japan was one outcome.

However, negotiations are
continuing over the sharing of the
80 percent of the Greater Sunrise
field that Australia was obliged to
concede at least on paper to East
Timor.

In continuation of its bastardry
Australia is declining to set a

timetable for completion of nego-
tiations. Once again Alexander
Downer is displaying his arrogance.
He is reported in the Guardian
Weekly as saying, “We don’t have to
exploit the resources. They can stay
there for 20, 40 or 50 years”.

In the meantime the people
of East Timor continue to suffer
poverty, ill health and massive
unemployment while the Australian
Government brags about the “aid”
it is giving to East Timor, like some
rich “benefactor” dolling out spare
coins to a street beggar.

On a recent visit to Britain, East
Timor’s President Xanana Gusmao
said, “We’re not asking too much
from Australia. What belongs to
us is ours. We hope Australia can
understand that... They still haven’t
agreed when to start maritime
border negotiations”.

The Australian Government’s
principle however is “What belongs
to us is ours and what belongs to
you is ours t00.”

Is it any wonder that Australia
is becoming increasingly seen in
the Asian region and even further
afield as a pariah state devoid
of principles with a predator
government. &

Global briefs

BRITAIN: Insurance companies are refusing to provide
cover for farmers considering growing genetically modified
crops or for conventional farmers anxious to ensure against
contamination of their crops. Underwriting firms that work
with farmers likened the proposition of insuring against the
dangers of GM to the situation with asbestos, thalidomide
and acts of terrorism. Insurance companies felt that too little
was known about the long-term effects of these crops on hu-
man health and the environment to be able to offer any form
of cover. The decision not to take on GM risks is another
blow to the Blair Government’s plans to introduce the crops.

ISRAEL: Israeli and US officials admitted collaborat-
ing to deploy US-supplied Harpoon cruise missiles armed
with nuclear warheads in Israel's fleet of submarines.

FRANCE: The American oil services giant Halliburton, until
recently run by the US Vice President Dick Cheney, is at the
centre of a judicial inquiry into alleged corruption in Nigeria.
The public prosecutor’s office in Paris said it was opening an
investigation into the alleged payment of under-the-counter
“‘commissions” in relation to a huge gas contract with Niger-
ia that was carried out by a consortium of four companies,
including a Halliburton subsidiary, Kellog Brown & Root.

SOUTH AFRICA: Ed Fagan, a US lawyer, is expected to file a
US$100 billion lawsuit in London alleging some finance com-
panies defrauded thousands of black workers in South Africa
under the apartheid regime by misusing their pension funds.

ANGOLA: A shortfall in foreign aid is hindering ef-
forts to provide care for millions of Angolans seeking to
rebuild their lives after the end of the civil war last year. An-
gola is in ruins after the war, Africa’s longest conflict, which
pitted the government against the US-backed UNITA rebel
forces. The United Nations Children’s Fund recently said
that it had so far received just 22 per cent of the US$23 mil-
lion which it requested from foreign donors for this year.
The UN World Food Program appealed for an extra US$6
million in funds to help it provide for needy Angolans.

VATICAN: The Vatican has told Catholics in developing coun-
tries that condoms are no use in preventing HIV/AIDS because
they have tiny holes in them through which the HIV virus
can pass. The World Health Organisation has condemned
the Vatican’s claims, saying: “These incorrect statements
about condoms and HIV are dangerous when we are fac-
ing a global pandemic which has already killed more than
20 million people and currently affects at least 42 million”.
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LET TERS

Hanan Ashrawi
campaign

I write in protest and indignation
about the recent decision by
the Lord Mayor of Sydney,
Ms. Lucy Turnbull, to boycott
the upcoming Awards that will
honour Dr Hanan Ashrawi as the
Peace Prize recipient.

Dr Ashrawi has for years
worked tirelessly towards a peace
and just resolution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Any true
objective investigation into her
life and achievements would prove
that she is truly more than worthy
of this award. Apart from being
one of the greatest role-models any
peace activist can have, she is also
a world-renowned and respected
human rights and women’s rights
activist.

UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Mary Robinson
who, when Dr Ashawi’s award
was announced said: “l admire
Dr Ashwari’s courage, integ-
rity and commitment to seeking a
peaceful and just solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. She has
been an outspoken critic from the
inside, calling for reform of the
Palestinian Authority. She has the
respect of the international human
rights community for her condemna-
tion of violence on all sides and for
her work to achieve a just peace.”

And, Archbishop Emeritus
Desmond Tutu from Cape Town
was quoted as saying: “In cur-
rent times no-one could be more
deserving of this prestigious award.
Against daunting odds she has
remained committed to finding a
peaceful solution to what seems an
intractable problem. She gives hope
to all those who might be tempted to
despair.”

Let us not forget, it was Dr
Ashrawi that espoused the sen-

timent: “The solution to the
Palestinian - Israeli conflict must
emanate from a spirit of tolerance
and sharing, not one of blind hatred
and exclusion.”

The Lord Mayor’s boycott of
her awards event therefore, is one
that will be seen as being most
undeserved and unjustifiable. I urge
everyone to call the Lord Mayor’s
office and voice their protest against
this unfair and unwarranted deci-
sion.

Phone toll free on 1300 651 301

The e-mail address for those
wishing to send letters is:

council@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

Let’s all get behind one of the
world’s most admirable and peace
loving women, Dr Hanan Ashrawi.

Halla Marbani
Sydney, NSW

Torture in
Guantanamo

President Bush has denied that
Camp X-Ray prisoners in Cuba,
including two Australians, are
being tortured. However, the
UN Convention Against Torture
defines torture as: “any act by
which severe pain or suffering,
whether physical or mental, is
intentionally inflicted”.

In many US states, prisons
and mental institutions routinely
use behaviour modification meth-
ods which clearly violate the
Convention. For example, para-
lysing drugs like anectine which
produce all the sensations of drown-
ing and near death experience are
used aversively. Anyone who has
experienced anectine is terrified of
a repeat treatment.

Drugs like Largactil and
Seranace, so-called “liquid coshes”,
are used instead of straight jackets.

Remotely controlled stun belts

zap a prisoner with 50,000 volts to
the kidneys, causing involuntary
defecation and urination.

Prisoners are shackled in the
foetal position for many hours,
often with hoods over their heads to
induce sensory deprivation.

None of these methods cause
external, visible damage, but they
can be as traumatising as the medi-
aeval rack.

It is significant that the US
campaigned against the Optional
Protocol to the Convention which
would permit inspections of pris-
ons by external observers because
of concerns it had regarding Camp
X-Ray.

By September 2003, Argentina,
Costa Rica, Italy, Senegal, Sweden,
Denmark, Norway and the UK are
the only states that have signed the
Protocol. No state has yet ratified it.

Australia ratified the Convention
and therefore has an obligation to
refer allegations of torture against
David Hicks and Mamdouh Habib
to the Convention Committee
for investigation. The Howard
Government’s intransigence on
this shames Australia and sends an
appalling message to all 111 tortur-
ing states.

Gareth Smith
Byron Bay, NSW

Whistling in the wind

I have been somewhat bemused
by the letters written about the
ALP by apparently intelligent,
knowledgeable people — they
must have been — they were
Guardian readers!

They wrote in the belief, hope,
prayer that the ALP would “return”
to rejuvenate, resurrect itself into
the working class party of their
imagination and hopes.

With all due respect to the sincer-
ity of the founders — and the many of

their ilk who had more working class
thought and feeling in their little
finger than some of the present day
representatives have in the whole of
their bodies — these letter writers are
whistling in the wind.

For my part | gave up believing
in fairies at the bottom of the garden
in my early teens and have had no
occasion to change.

I will repeat what | have written
before.

The ALP is the second string
capitalist party — despite all the
rhetoric and lip service — just like
Howard’s “concern” for the little
Aussie battler — but underlying (very
apt) is the real core assumption that
capitalism is really the peak — it
only needs a few “reforms” to make
it more acceptable.

The right-wing leaders of the
ALP and the unions are capital-
ist saboteurs of the working class
struggle. The majority of them have
no faith in the worker — in fact some
leaders — Carr for example are actu-
ally contemptuous of the worker.

The editorial (Guardian 1/10/
03) was very apt and timely. In my
humble opinion the ALP leaders
do not want to win the next elec-
tion because they would have to
expose themselves as upholders and
defenders of capitalist system. It is
much safer to have the smokescreen
of opposition.

B Appleton
Killcare Hts, NSW

No doubt which
direction

There is no doubt which direc-
tion we are heading in Australia
today. We only have to look at the
United States of America, the United
Kingdom and New Zealand to get a
rough idea of what is going on.

There are two main trends or
directions. The first is the “Global

Economy”, where decisions and
policy are made overseas in cor-
porate boardrooms in New York,
Tokyo, Hong Kong, London, Paris
or Frankfurt.

The second trend directed by
the first, is the cut in government
spending and withdrawal by the
government from former responsi-
bilities like health, education and
welfare, and also the relinquishment
of public transport, public housing
and industrial relations wage fixing,
occupational health and safety,
workplace inspection, and public
broadcasting.

Prime Minister Howard has
already said this publicly but not in
S0 many words.

However individuals in his
ministry like Dr Kemp and Amanda
Vanstone are talking about privatis-
ing schools and there is a push for
private medical and health insurance
and for private so-called “public”
hospitals.

The idea is that the state govern-
ment will be reduced to a few “core
functions”, like law and order, the
police, courts, prisons and a few
other regulatory roles like traffic or
road safety.

It will be like a trip back to
ancient Rome, where the state only
had a few “core functions” and
the patricians took turns at being
Senators, Magistrates, Generals,
Scholars, etc!

Overseas control of the econo-
my is rapidly increasing.

One graphic example in Sydney
is the East Circular Quay project,
owned by Hong Kong and Shanghai
Bank and ruining the view of the
Opera House, with Premier Carr
saying that there is nothing the
government can do because the pre-
vious Liberal government signed a
contract and it would cost the State
$750 million to pull it down.

Bob Girvan
Greenacre, NSW

Culture
& Life

Pianos and vox pops

Did you see where Benjamin
Treuhaft, a piano tuner in the
US, is being pursued by the US
Treasury’s Office of Foreign
Assets Control (OFAC) because in
1994 he went to Cuba and tuned
pianos there — for US$1 each?

by Rob Gowland

OFAC say Treuhaft violated the
Trading With The Enemy Act and
have been demanding that he cough
up US$10,000 (they must figure he
tuned an awful lot of pianos)! “More
recently”, he says, “OFAC sent me
a Cease and Desist letter threaten-
ing US$1.3 million in fines and ten
years in jail.”

The US Government would like
you to believe that all US citizens
support the campaign against Cuba,
but in fact lots of US people think
the country’s” anti-Cuba policy is for
the birds. Treuhaft is one of them.

He is one of the organisers of
a project with the catchy title Send
A Piana To Havana. “We tuners
collect used pianos for Cuba, visit
the Island en masse to fix them,
and help run our Newton Hunt
Workshop/School Of Tuning And
Instrument Repair at The National
School Of Music in Havana.”

To show how absurd the US
policy is, while the Treasury is

hounding Treuhaft for “trading with
the enemy” in 1994, the following
year he received permission from
the US Commerce Department to
ship to Cuba the hundreds of pianos
donated by US citizens to Send A
Piana To Havana!

So far the US tuners have
delivered 210 pianos to “the 90
conservatories that dot that musical
Island”. And they have another 30
“waiting to go”.

But the US Government is
well aware of the threat posed to
American values and the demo-
cratic way of life by tuned pianos
just over the water in Cuba. So this
year OFAC refused to renew the US
piano tuners’ license to travel to
Cuba to tune the pianos Americans
donated.

“This makes no sense so I’'m
going anyway”, said Treuhaft in a
letter to the Cuba Desk of the US
State Department earlier this month.
And he went.

No doubt there will be further
repercussions and efforts to stop
Benjamin Treuhaft and his col-
leagues from continuing their simple
humanitarian work. But every time
US government officials try to
stymie such actions and to silence
the “perpetrators”, they create more
rebels against US policy — in the US
itself.

Speaking of rebels

Rebels against Australia’s
slavish support of US aggression
are to be seen aplenty in the new
video from Sydney production
unit Radical Vision, War is so 20th
Century.

Formed on the initiative of
several CPA members in Sydney,
Radical Vision comprises a fluid

group of currently eight to ten CPA
and CYA members, supporters and
friends.

They began by filming a local
peace march early this year in
the Sydney suburb of Auburn.
Emboldened, they went on to film
other peace marches and rallies in
Sydney, covering events as diverse
as the Books Not Bombs schoolkids’
strike and the Palm Sunday march.

The peace rallies and marches
from roughly the first half of the
year have now been edited down
to a half hour film which was pre-
miered at a function in the CPA
headquarters immediately following
the successful anti-Bush rally on
October 19.

The title, War is so 20th Cen-
tury, was taken from a sign carried
prominently by a school student
in one sequence. For the film’s
emphasis is on the enthusiastic par-
ticipation by young people in the
rallies and marches and their sincere
and strongly felt opposition to war.

The informative commentary
is by Darryl Mason, but he leaves
plenty of space for the numerous
“vox pops”, in which participants
in the marches and rallies speak
directly to camera about why they
are there. Fluent, sometimes witty,
always passionate, these are the
highlight of the film.

Set to a funky soundtrack, the
film has been skilfully and profes-
sionally edited by Peter Lamont,
who has honed what must have been
a very large amount of raw footage
down to tight, dynamic and punchy
half hour or so.

Lamont and Andrew Lund, who
worked on the music track, have
given the film at times the pace and
the feel of a music video, but one
with substance.

I SEE A BRIGHT
SPOT IN THE
ECONOMY....

THOUSANDS OF
NEW JOBS HAVE
JUST BEEN
CREATED!

THESE WORKERS
ARE NEEDED TO
PROCESS

2.7 MILLION NEW
CLAIMS FOR
UNEMPLOYMENT
INSURANCE.

The reaction of the audience at
the first showing was summed up by
one young woman’s comment: “It’s
so empowering!” Audience mem-
bers generally agreed that we need
to make copies available on tape
and DVD as soon as possible.

Enquiries from CPA Branches,
peace groups and student organisa-
tions in other States and country
NSW are invited.

I had seen some of the raw
footage from the first Auburn peace
march and | thought the members of
the unit, especially Peter Lamont, did
a splendid job on a very tight budget
to make a very watchable, enjoyable
and politically positive film.

Indeed, bringing out the positive
aspect of the rallies and marches
was one of the unit’s aims in making

the film. As unit member Edward
Mason said at the screening, the
mass media give scant coverage to
these events and reserve what screen
time they do give them for scenes of
scuffles or abuse, especially ones
involving the police.

But as the film showed, the
people in the rallies, especially
the young people, are filled with
optimism and high ideals, are not
prepared to be silenced and are not
afraid to stand up for what is right.

The effect is uplifting, and for
the jaded activist a good source for
recharging your batteries.

The unit filmed the anti-Bush
rally on October 19 and the rally
and march on October 22 in Sydney.
These will appear in their next film.
| for one can hardly wait. &
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Caroline O’Connor is a talented
actress. Based on the scant
information provided by the
ABC, it would appear that she
starred in a one-woman show at
the Melbourne Theatre Company
called Bombshells that was
specially written for O’Connor
by playwright Joanna Murray-
Smith.

The show apparently comprised
three vignettes, each of them a
monologue by O’Connor. The ABC
has made what they are calling
a “series” out of it by the simple
expedient of filming a performance
live on stage and cutting it into
its three component parts (ABC
3.35pm Sundays).

This may help the ABC cope
with a reduced budget, but it does
not make satisfactory television. For
stage and TV are different media: a
production is presented differently
on stage to the way it is presented
onTV.

On stage, actors must project, to
reach the audience at the back. TV
is by its nature intimate: projection
of the voice on TV is unnatural and
illusion destroying.

The stage is by nature artificial,
representational. A few props can
represent a room or a battlefield. TV
(like the cinema) gives the illusion
of reality; sets must be “true to life”,
fully detailed, or else the illusion of
reality is lost again.

As a record of Caroline
O’Connor performing on stage,
Bombshells has some archival
interest. Shaun Gurton’s sets are
simple but effective, but the differ-
ence between the two media jars
constantly.

It is perhaps most obvious in
the first “episode”, Mum, in which
O’Connor copes with a crying baby.
TV, with some artifice, would use
a real baby; this is not possible on
stage, so O’Connor must nurse an
imaginary baby. On stage it works;
on TV it looks what it is: completely
artificial.

It’s a pity, because the mono-
logues could have been adapted
with a little effort into a true produc-
tion for television, and would have
been infinitely more watchable.

he difference between the

stage and the cinema was
discovered very early in the history
of the movies. From the very begin-
ning, filmmakers were conscious
that their visual medium was very
different from the aural medium of
the theatre.

Over the three decades of its
existence, the silent cinema pro-
duced a treasure trove of stunning
artistic achievement, films of amaz-
ing power and complexity, visual
beauty and technical brilliance.

This achievement was revealed
and celebrated in all its splendor
some years ago by British film buffs
Kevin Brownlow and David Gill, in
their monumental series Hollywood:
A Celebration Of The American
Silent Film.

Now, at last, this extraordinary
series in 13 one-hour episodes is
back (ABC 5.00pm Sundays). No
one interested in cinema should
miss it.

Brownlow’s knowledge of
Hollywood’s silent period is extraor-
dinary and he used it to the full in
making this series. He and Gill have
also made painstaking studies, often
frame by frame, of key sequences in
major films to unearth the secrets of
the golden age of Hollywood films.

I particularly remember the epi-
sode in which, by freezing frames,
he shows us how some seemingly
breathtaking stunts were actually
achieved.

ade in 1998, Buena Vista
Social Club (SBS 9.30pm
Sunday) is, in the words of critic
Bob Mastrangelo, “one of the most
critically acclaimed and commer-
cially popular documentaries of its

WORTH WATCHING
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Ibrahim Ferrer, Omara Portuondo and Rubén Ganzalez (Buena Vista Social Club)

time, a loving tribute by German
filmmaker Wim Wenders and musi-
cian Ry Cooder to the surviving
members of a forgotten golden age
of Cuban music”.

Usually credited as a German-
US co-production, the film was
actually co-produced with Cuba’s
film production organisation, the
Instituto Cubano de Arte e Industria
Cinematograficos.

“Ry Cooder, best remembered
by film fans for the wailing slide
guitar theme of Wenders’ Paris,
Texas, went to Cuba in 1996 to meet
with some legendary ‘soneros’ musi-
cians of the "30s, "40s and ’50s.

“The result was the album
Buena Vista Social Club, recorded
with such colorful characters as the
90-year-old singer/guitarist Compay
Segundo, guitarist Eliades Ochoa,
baritone Ibrahim Ferrer and Omara
Portuondo, ‘the Cuban Edith Piaf’”,
says critic Gonul Donmez-Colin.

The album won a Grammy and
in this refreshing documentary,

Wollongong

Rally

Speakers include:

Save Medicare

Saturday 8 November
Wollongong Mall Ampithreatre

Dr Con Costa from the Doctors Reform Society
Federal Shadow Minister for Health Jillian Gillard
Federal Member for Cunningham Michael Organ MP
Federal Member for Throsby Jennie George MP
Representative from NSW Nurses Federation
For further information contact: Elizabeth on 02 4229 2888
Organised by lllawarra Save Medicare Alliance

10 am

Wanna be
in the movies?

CPA members and supporters and Guardian
readers interested in assisting with Radical
Vision’s future productions (see this week’s

Culture & Life on page 10) are invited to
contact Edward on 0414 761 618.

There’s no payment but you can learn some
new skills, help promote the cause of the
working class and have fun, all at the same
time. No experience is necessary
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Wim Wenders shows these excep-
tional musicians in their hometown,
Havana. The film follows them into
cafes, clubs and even living rooms,
as well as to recording sessions and
their 1998 concerts in Amsterdam
(Le Carre) and New York City
(Carnegie Hall).

“The music is fantastic, and, for
those unfamiliar with this musical
genre, a revelation”, says Gonul
Doénmez-Colin.

“In Cuba, music flows like a
river”, according to Ry Cooder.
“Pursuing this metaphor, Wenders
wanted to make a film that would
‘just float on this river ... not inter-
fering with it, just drifting along’.”

“The result is a film full of vital-
ity and positive energy, which is
also an absolute delight to musical
ears”, says Gonll Dénmez-Colin.

ick Myall (The Young Ones,

Bottom, guest appearances
on Black Adder, etc) seemingly
knows only one way to act: over the
top.

When this manic quality is
under control it can provide a surreal
quality to otherwise straightforward
material. When it is not under con-
trol it can be frankly embarrassing.

In his new series, Believe

Nothing (ABC 9.00pm
Thursdays), it is more or less under
control, although the series is suf-
ficently bizarre that you would be
hard put to notice.

Myall plays Adonis Cnut, the
smartest man in Britain if not the
world. He is irresistible to women,
consulted by governments and
idolised by his peers.

Naturally, he is approached to
join the Council for International
Progress — a shadowy, underground
organisation that controls and
manipulates everything that goes on
in the world. He does not hesitate.

Cnut’s devoted manservant
Albumen is played by Michael
Maloney while the virginal Hannah
Awkward, after whom Cnut lusts,
is played with equal flair by Emily
Bruni.

The series is wildly improb-
able, but that’s half the fun. In this
week’s episode, Prepare To Meteor
Maker, Cnut, Albumen and Hannah
join a high altitude balloon race as
a means of escaping the end of the
world from a collison with a giant
meteor.

Unlike several recent British
comedy series, this one actually
made me laugh. &

Sydney

Politics in the Pub

Every Friday night 6pm — 7.45pm
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills

(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)
Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

October 31
AUSTRALIA-US FAIR TRADE AGREEMENT:
WITH BONDAGE AND DISCIPLINE
Doug Cameron, National Secretary, AMWU;
Colin Friels, actor & activist;

Senator Kerry Nettle, Greens.

November 7

ISRAEL’'S ROADMAP TO PEACE: HIGHWAY TO DISASTER?
Joseph Halevi, Political Economy, Uni Sydney & Uni Grenoble, France;
Louis Haddad, Economics, Uni of Sydney;

Jane Howarth, Middle East researcher,
recently returned from Palestine.

November 14

INDEPENDENTS IN THE HOUSE
Peter Andren, MP, Fed Member for Calare;
Dr Michael Pusey, Honorary visiting Prof of Sociology, Uni of NSW

The Gaelic Club, like all clubs, is required to have non members sign in.
To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.

Ing: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737,
jol@pnc.com.au PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554

www.politicsinthepub.org
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Awustralia is now the world’s third-biggest gambling market. Punters
lose $14 billion per annum. We have the world’s worst problem
gamblers, and on average we lose $1000 p.a. per person. That’s
more than any in other country, twice as bad as in the US or Britain.
And major international corporations are now concentrating on
this most parasitic area of profit-taking.

by Peter Mac
Pokies:
taxing the problem,
not tackling it

Poker machines are the fastest-
growing, and some say the most
socially destructive area of gam-
bling addiction.

NSW now has one quarter of
all poker machines on earth. The
Carr Government proposes to
increase the tax rate on them, much
to the horror of the registered clubs.
However, the Government’s motive
seems to be financial gain rather
than social responsibility.

If the Carr Government really
wanted to reduce poker machine
misery, it would give serious con-
sideration to the introduction of a
pokie credit card, an idea floated by
an Australian academic.

Such a card could only be used
on poker machines, and its credit
would be limited to an amount
specified by the player prior to the
commencement of play.

For many players the poker
machine environment induces a
trance-like state in which they lose
their sense of time and loss. Many
players would avoid crippling losses
by initially specifying the loss limit
for play, when their thinking was
relatively clear.

Needless to say, the clubs are
vigorously opposed to introduction
of such a scheme, and the State
Government just doesn’t seem
interested.

Racking up
the profits

The gambling industry in South
Australia wants to introduce a new
sort of card to South Australian
supermarkets and grocery stores
— the “deli” card. People purchas-
ing groceries at certain stores would
score “loyalty” points that give them
credit in poker machine rooms.

This completely contradicts the
SA hotel and club industry Code
of Practice. The code is, of course,
entirely voluntary!

In 2000 in South Australia,
ten machines in caused losses of
$1,982,431.

One poker machine alone
creamed off $221,567 from hapless
punters. As anti-gambling industry

MP Nick Xenophon has pointed out,
this equals the average mortgage
repayments of 210 households for
one year, the total yearly clothing
and footwear expenditure for 150
households, or the yearly medical
and health care expenses for 135
households.

The 2000 Productivity Com-
mission report on gambling revealed
that problem gamblers incurred
42.3 percent of all losses on poker
machines. In South Australia alone
there are some 25,000 significant
problem gamblers and the machines
are the main problem for between
65 and 85 percent of them.

The only thing that has led to a
momentary fall in poker machine
profits in recent years has been the
introduction of anti-smoking regu-
lations. This initially led to players
leaving the club to smoke outside,
whereupon their thoughts would
clarify and many would then leave
the club.

The clubs responded by build-
ing special glassed-in smoking
rooms, from which the poker
machines were fully visible and
could be heard clearly. Now the
smokers don’t have to exit the club
buildings and their gambling pattern
is preserved.

Like the cigarette companies,
the clubs never admit they’ve done
anything to contribute to the addic-
tion of their customers. However,
many Australian casinos are moving
to increase their poker machines
numbers, as the machines offer
higher profit potential than other
forms of gambling. Casino profits
have risen by 19 per cent to $537
million.

The threat
from the net

There are proposals to introduce
internet gambling in Australia. This
has the potential to wreak havoc
with the lives of ordinary Australian
families. Anti-gambling industry
campaigner Tim Costello once
described this insidious new innova-
tion as “a way for people to remain
in their house — and lose it over the
phone lines”.

It would also cause major eco-
nomic damage to the corporations
that have taken over the formerly
state-run TAB agencies. Internet

gambling was first introduced in the
United Kingdom some three years
ago. The British internet exchange
system Betfair now handles 50
million pounds (approx A$125m)
of bets each week, and the tradi-
tional betting establishments have
dwindled.

Betfair wants a licence to
operate here. So far, however,
the Howard Government has not
approved its formal introduction
to Australia. This is very much a
matter of doing the right thing for
the wrong reasons. The government
benefits massively from taxes on
gambling profits. In fact, gambling
now contributes some $5 billion in a
variety of taxes around the nation.

Internet gambling, on the other
hand, has been described as “one
of the world’s biggest sources of
untaxed and untraceable income”. A
recent study estimated that for every
one percent of gambling money
that shifted from traditional gam-
bling forms to internet exchanges,
Australian governments would lose
$5.2 million per annum, and the
racing industry would also lose $5.4
million p.a.

Because of the threatened tax
losses, combined with powerful
lobbying from the gambling indus-
try, the Australian Government has
refused to approve the formal intro-
duction of internet gambling. But
who knows for how long?

The jobs issue

Gambling corporations often cite
the threat to their employees’ jobs as
justification for banning internet
exchange gambling. However, their
own statements reveal their total
lack of concern for their employees’
jobs.

For example, Tabcorp has
recently been involved in a pur-
chase bid for the casino and hotel
operator Jupiters Ltd. Tabcorp rep-
resentatives claimed that if the deal
had gone ahead, the merged com-
pany could have expected an extra
$10.2 million in profits because
of “rationalisation” of the firm’s
office, administrative and finance
sections, together with post-merger
“integration”.

In short, they’d have sacked
many of their staff.

Mind you, Jupiters themselves
are not concerned about keeping
people in work. The Queensland
firm UNITAB (formerly TAB
Queensland) is also bidding for
Jupiters, and last week a UNITAB
spokesman claimed that Jupiters
had suggested a recapitalisation
scheme that would have involved
the merged entity sacking people
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Internet gambling is one of the world’s biggest sources
of untaxed income

in order to pay the interest bill on
Jupiters’ hefty debts.

Nor is UNITAB concerned
with retaining people in employ-
ment. One of the firm’s spokesmen
commented that they had rejected
Jupiters’ plan because “We just
weren’t prepared to merge with a
company that was so indebted.”

However, the gambling group
Tab Ltd. (formerly the NSW TAB) is
now bidding for UNIiTAB itself, and
their eyes are also on “rationalising”
staff numbers. As one commen-
tator put it enthusiastically, “By
amalgamating operations there
are opportunities to generate cost
savings and greater cash flows for
shareholders”.

UNITAB workers have demand-
ed that the TAB/UNITAB deal not
result in redundancies or loss of
worker entitlements.

Back to the grim
future

The various state-run Totalisator
Agency Boards were established
with a view to eliminating SP
bookie corruption. However, in the
1990s the state governments sold
the TAB organisations off, thereby
legitimising the insatiable greed of
the private operators.

The gambling corporations
are not concerned about retaining
employees, or about the well-being
of their patrons. They’re simply
concerned to maximise profits,
regardless of the misery they cause
in the process.

A case in point

The following story was told to
the Guardian by a Party supporter.
There are thousands of such stories,
and there’ll be thousands more if
the gambling corporations intro-

duce new and more extensive forms
of gambling.

Sally, an aged care worker, mar-
ried Tom, a process worker, in the
late 1970s. After their daughter was
born he’d often come home broke.
When he started visiting the club in
the evenings she realised what the
problem was. There were terrible
arguments but he just couldn’t kick
the habit.

Sally returned to work to sup-
port the family. Eventually the
marriage broke up. Tom, a heavy
drinker, died a few years later.

Twenty years on, having brought
up the child and paid off the house,
Sally commenced a new relation-
ship with Adam, an engineer.

Things were blissful until she
realised Adam was also a problem
gambler. This time Sally insisted
on accompanying Adam to make
sure he didn’t blow all his cash at
the club.

What she hadn’t counted on was
that she herself would get hooked.
She soon found herself slipping
coins into the machines, and her
meagre budget nose dived. “I never
thought it would happen to me”, she
says bitterly.

Despite three years of therapy
Sally is still addicted. Nothing
seems to work and she is seriously
considering leaving the country. She
copes by avoiding clubs like the
plague. “If I’m walking past a club,
I’ll deliberately cross over the street
then back again, to avoid going past
the doors”, she says.

Sally couldn’t support Adam,
and their relationship ended.

Sally says: “l don’t mind
people having the odd bet if it’s
just a bit of fun. But it’s the poker
machine industry | can’t stand now.
How can they say they’re helping
the community when the commu-
nity is sick of them? | just hate the
bastards.” &
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