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by Bob Briton

Resolving Deadlocks: A 
Discussion Paper on Section 57 
of the Australian Constitution is 
a dishonest document that argues 
that the current arrangements allow 
minor parties and independents to 
hold the government to ransom. “In 
practice, the minority has assumed 
a permanent and absolute veto over 
the majority”, it says.

This is a lie. The Coalition 
Parties do not represent the major-
ity. In 1996, the Coalition received 
47.2 percent of the vote; in 1998, 
they got 39.5 percent and in 2001, 
their vote was 43 percent.

In reality, if Coalition Senators 
combine with their Labor coun-
terparts – as they usually do – the 
government’s bills have a relatively 
smooth passage through the Senate. 
It is only when Labor joins with 
non-government forces to form 
a MAJORITY in the Senate that 
problems arise for the government 
and its “reform agenda”.

Contrary to the impression be-
ing pedalled by the government, this 
is a relatively rare occurrence. Since 
1973, less than 3 percent of govern-

ment legislation has been blocked. 
Of the1305 bills presented by the 
Howard government, only 36 have 
been voted down or “laid aside” by 
the Senate. This represents less than 
3 per cent of all legislation. In fact, 
the Senate has been respectful to a 
fault of the legislative program of 
this most destructive and reaction-
ary government.

Furthermore, the government 
would be hard pressed to claim 
that the Australian people have 
given them a mandate to carry out 
the measures currently being held 
up by the Senate.

No call
There is no call from the 

community to deny access to 
disability pensions, to sell off the 
remainder of Telstra or to make 
PBS prescriptions more expensive, 
or to exempt small businesses from 
unfair dismissal legislation, for 
example.

The government’s discussion 
paper uses its attempt to deny 
workers employed in small 
businesses any right to resist an 
unjustified sacking – as an instance 

of the wilfulness of the Senate in 
frustrating the will of the people!

The government is protesting 
that, if the present arrangements 
continue, “the will of the elector-
ate[!] will remain subject to a veto 
for which there is no practical 
resolution”. For this group of 
fanatics, discussion, negotiation 
and compromise are clearly not 
“practical”. Howard wants the 
Senate to be a rubber stamp and a 
mere talking shop with no power as 
a “house of review”.

Howard’s solution is to have 
the Governor-General call a sitting 
of the joint houses of parliament 
– when legislation has been rejected 
twice by the Senate – without the 
need to call a double-dissolution 
election. One model would allow 
for this during the term of the 
government, the other after a 
federal election in the event that 
the Senate continues to block the 
legislation in question.

Government’s hopes
The Government hopes to enlist 

the support of the ALP for these 
constitutional changes. Resolving 
Deadlocks goes to great lengths 
to illustrate a history of bi-partisan 
support for an assault on the Senate. 
As far back as 1959, a committee 
including Gough Whitlam and 
then Liberal Minister Alec Downer 
recommended changes to section 57 
of the constitution to achieve the 
desired effect.

Paul Keating, when Prime 
Minister, described the Senate 
as “unrepresentative swill”. The 
fact is that the Senate is more 
representative than the House of 
Representatives.

Today, the ALP has not 
expressed principled opposition 
to Howard’s proposals. Simon 
Crean’s reported objections are 
that the models do not call for fixed 
four-year terms of parliament and 
for the removal of the Senate’s 
power to withhold supply from 
the government of the day. The 
withdrawal of supply was used by 
Malcolm Fraser to bring down the 
Whitlam Government in 1975.

Even if these proposals were 
agreed to by Howard they would 
not prevent him from getting his 
way and establishing a dictatorial 
conservative regime in Australia. 
The ALP leadership is once again, 
missing the point and looking for 
a “soft” compromise with the 
conservatives.

The Democrats are working on 
proposals involving plebiscites. The 
Greens have come out in clear op-
position to the threats to the Senate 
and have committed themselves to 
a campaign against them.

Bob Brown said in a press 
statement: “This is Mr 43 percent 
(the Coalition was elected to office 
in 2001 with 43 percent of the vote) 
wanting 100 percent of the power. 
He won’t get it. Australians are 
keen on democratic checks against 
governments and will defend the 
Senate.”

Defeat Howard’s 
power grab

A campaign must be built to 
defend the Senate against this latest 
power grab. The widespread op-
position to a Howard Government 
power grab shows that it can be 
defeated. The Senate more accu-
rately reflects the political will of 
the electorate than does the House 
of Representatives.

The feature of the Senate that 

has made it more representative 
and given it real standing in the 
community is that since 1949 it 
has been elected on the basis of 
proportional representation. This 
has allowed the election of candi-
dates who represent a wider range 
of public opinion than is the case 
in the House of Representatives 
where single members represent 
electorates.

Opposition
For some time, about 25 per 

cent of the Australian electorate has 
voted consistently for candidates 
other than those of the two major 
parties that dominate the House of 
Representatives. The voting system 
for the lower house causes the worst 
distortion and injustice and almost 
totally excludes points of view held 
by a quarter of Australian voters. 
This situation is a scandal and 
calls for more urgent reform. It is 
the voting system for the House of 
Representatives that needs reform 
– not the Senate.

contined on page 3

The Howard Government has flagged its intention to tear 
down the remaining obstacle to its dictatorial agenda 
– the Senate. Last week it released a paper in which it 
gave vent to its frustration at the Senate’s rejection of 
several pieces of anti-people legislation and promoted 
two models which would gut the Senate’s role and give 
the government virtual dictatorial powers.
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Main electoral voting principles:
1. The election of representatives in accordance with 
the proportion of votes received, that is, proportional 
representation.
2. Preferential voting which provides for voters to 
have their priority ranking of candidates recognised, 
should their first choice not be elected.
3. Compulsory voting at each level of government. 
(Non-compulsory voting can result in victims of the 
economic and political system not exercising their right 
to vote as disillusionment and cynicism in the political 
system overtake them. This helps conservatives win 
elections.)
4. Parliaments to run for fixed four year terms so that 
governments cannot maniupulate the electorate and 
waste taxpayers’ money by calling elections to suit the 
particular interests of the party in government.
5. Elimination of public funding of election expenses. 
All political parties to be dependent on popular support 
and not be subsidised by taxpayers’ money.
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Only one councilor, Irene 
Simms, spoke and voted against the 
development while councilor Pat 
Curtin from the ALP was very vocal 
in his support of the project.

The development does not 
comply with a number of council’s 
own planning guidelines and has 
been the spur for a series of public 
meeting held in Berala to oppose 
over-development and fight for 
decent community facilities in the 
area.

Councilor Pat Curtin said 
that the meetings called by 
“Residents for a better Berala” was 
unrepresentative and that those 
involved were just “Berala bashers”. 
He also launched into a personal 
attack on Brendan Kelly the conve-
ner of the meetings.

One rule for 
developers…
and another for 
residents

The October 1 council meet-
ing was a good example of how 
in Auburn there is one rule for 
developers and another for local 
residents.

At the meeting Councilor Pat 
Curtin lectured a Kurdish refugee 
who couldn’t speak English – that 
everyone had to obey council’s ordi-
nances and that he must immediately 
rectify unathorised building work 
that he had done to his home. The 
man had done some renovations to 
his home to provide a room for his 
son.

Councilor Pat Curtin was cor-
rect when he said that everyone 
must be bound by council’s rules 
and regulations but this was in stark 
contrast to his strong support for 
the Woodburn Rd development that 
breaches several of council’s own 
planning guidelines.

Why are big developers being 
treated differently to ordinary local 
ratepayers?

Maybe it is a case of “he who 
pays the piper calls the tune”.

Pattern of deceit
At the last Berala residents’ 

meeting Auburn councilors assured 
local residents that they were lis-
tening to their concerns. Councilor 
Barbara Perry also from the ALP, 
made soothing noises about how 
they would arrange for council’s 
town planners to attend the next 
residents meeting to discuss the 
council’s plans for Berala and to 
listen to local residents concerns.

In the meantime council 
rammed through the development 
that raised residents concerns in 
the first place. That’s consultation 
Auburn council style!

Unfortunately this is only the 
latest example of Auburn council’s 
contempt for local residents.

Council originally opposed 
the development of Collex’s waste 
dump at Clyde only to drop their 
opposition later and leave it to local 
residents to fight the development at 
their own expense in the Land and 
Environment Court.

Council at first expressed con-
cern about the closure of the Auburn 
Dental Health Clinic to later swal-
low the line that the clinic wasn’t 
really closed despite the fact that the 
clinic’s doors have been locked shut 
for nearly a year.

Council also expresses support 
for local history and heritage while 
at the same time doing nothing 
to stop most of Auburn’s historic 
homes and buildings disappearing 
under the bulldozers of developers.

Time for a change
If we want an Auburn that can 

offer a decent future for its residents 
especially our children, if we want 
suburbs that are well planned and 
have a pleasant environment then 
we must be prepared to act now.

Residents who have been 
ignored and betrayed by Auburn 

council must join together and stand 
up for our rights.

We need a council that is open, 
democratic and accountable to local 
residents.

We need a council that looks 
after ordinary ratepayers and doesn’t 
pander to the interests of developers 
and real estate agents who now 
dominate council.

Auburn community 
alliance

Auburn branch of the 
Communist Party of Australia 
proposes an alliance of all the com-
munity, migrant and political groups 
that have opposed the closure of the 
dental clinic, the Collex waste dump 
and support other progressive com-
munity policies.

We believe that in unity there 
is strength and that if we work 
together we can achieve victory and 
implement community supported 
policies rather than those that only 
serve the interests of the rich and 
the powerful in our society.

We believe that most of the 
current crop of Auburn councilors 
won’t change and must be thrown 
out at the next local government 
elections that are due to be held in 
March next year.

If you would like to help form 
an Auburn Community Alliance and 
work to implement progressive poli-
cies and elect a community-based 
council please call Edward Mason 
on 0414 761 618.

The Communist Party is also 
considering standing candidates for 
Auburn council at this election.

We will be fighting for a council 
that puts residents first and not rich 
and greedy developers. J
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PRESS FUND
Do you enjoy football, but are you tired of that grossly commercialised 
rugby world cup? After all, when all’s said and done it’s just a good game 
of footie. Do you feel that the struggle for world peace and the rights of 
working people are more worthy of front page coverage? Then read the 
Guardian! We report the events and issues that matter to the vast mass of 
the world’s people, from their point of view. So keep up the good work 
by keeping the Press Fund contributions rolling in. Our target for the year 
is $12,000. We need just another $3000 to reach the target by the end of 
December. That is about $1000 a month or $250 each week. Our sincere 
thanks go to this week’s contributors, as follows:
Anonymous $90, B Appleton $40, Ian Macaulay $10, A Paguila $20.
This week’s total $160. Progressive total: $8945

Slap in the face for local residents
Indonesian and Australian 

militarists gather while
ASIS gets weapons

In yet another step towards the militarisation of Australian 
Government agencies, Foreign Minister Alexander Downer is to 
introduce legislation that will enable officers of the Australian 
Secret Intelligence Service (ASIS) to carry arms in both national 
and overseas operations.

In justification, Downer cites the participation of ASIS op-
eratives in the fight against terrorism. He says, “We’re sending 
intelligence officers to follow up on terrorism and they operate 
in very difficult, very dangerous environments.”

ASIS officers would also be allowed to work more closely 
with foreign intelligence agencies that routinely have staff carry 
weapons, such as the CIA.

The announcement reveals that ASIS operates overseas not 
only as an organisation gathering intelligence; it is also involved 
actively in the internal politics of other countries. As such ASIS 
will be a covert participant involved in conflicts and the possible 
assassination of alleged terrorists as part of the phony war on 
terrorism.

The likely partners of ASIS in this work are the American 
CIA, Mossad, the Israeli intelligence organisation that is no-
torious for its assassination of alleged Palestinian opponents 
of Israel’s state terrorism, MI5 and other British intelligence 
organisations which sustains worldwide operations and, in the 
region, the Indonesian military’s murderous commando force, 
Kopassus.

Not for nothing has Kopassus become notorious as the 
spearhead of repression and terror in Indonesia, against its 
own people. Then there is its role in the decades of occupation 
of East Timor and massacres that took place there, as well as the 
ongoing occupation of West Papua. It is the military force that 
sustained the dictatorship of General Soeharto for 30 years.

Downer is reported as saying that in the past ASIS did not 
have paramilitary capabilities so the use of weapons was un-
necessary. Does the proposed change indicate that ASIS has now 
become a paramilitary organisation? It is a description that is 
synonymous with death squads in a number of countries.

The ban on ASIS carrying weapons was first introduced in 
the early 1980s following an ASIS raid on the Sheraton Hotel in 
Melbourne. ASIS went on a rampage, threatening civilians and 
bashing in doors. Has the behaviour of ASIS changed? 

The Howard Government decided in August to re-establish 
relations with the Kopassus and Defence Minister Robert 
Hill has proposed the resumption of training in Australia of 
Kopassus forces.

A Kopassus delegation to Australia has only been put on hold 
because the delegation was to include Major-General Sriyanto. 
The Major-General is on trial for murder in an Indonesian hu-
man rights court.

However, he remains in his command and would be a wel-
come visitor as far as the Australian Government is concerned.

It is timely to recall that in 1995 Paul Keating and Gareth 
Evans secretly entered into a  “security” treaty with the Soeharto 
regime. It was an attempt to head off the revolutionary changes 
that were about to break out in Indonesia and to enlist Indonesia 
in the wider plans of imperialism in the Asian region.

Militarist and political forces that are prepared to play this 
role continue to exist in Indonesia. The idea of a new treaty 
was raised during the recent visit of Indonesia’s Minister for 
Security Mr Yudhoyono, who is a former four-star general of 
the Indonesian army. He urges “cooperation”, claiming that 9/11 
has changed everything.

Richard Woolcott, a former Australian Ambassador to 
Indonesia immediately welcomed the idea saying that he sup-
ported a renewed “defence agreement”.

These “straws in the wind” are a clear indication that the 
militarists in the imperialist camp are getting together in a 
number of countries to defend their common interests against 
the rising tide of peoples resistance.

Although talk of a new “security” treaty has been down-
played by Alexander Downer the idea is clearly alive and well 
among the fascist-minded militarists in both Indonesia and 
Australia. It is a step that they will be working hard behind the 
scenes to bring about – soon!

Despite claims by Auburn councilors that they are listening to the 
concerns of local residents about over-development in Berala, they 
have pushed through approval of a five story building in Woodburn 
Rd Berala. The development was approved at the most recent council 
meeting held on October 1.

Campaign to save Medicare marches on

by Marie Lean
The deputation met with Meg 

Lees last Friday, attended by the 
Secretary of Adelaide’s Trade 
and Labor Council, Janet Giles, 
representatives of the Union of 
Australian Women (UAW), the 

YWCA, Australian Nurses Union 
(ANU), AMWU, AEU, MUA and 
Health Consumers Alliance.

Many pages of signatures were 
collected by CPA and UAW mem-
bers at the MUA commemoration of 
the 1928 Waterside Workers’ strike 

at Port Adelaide on September 28 
– reported in last week’s Guardian.

The SA United Trades and 
Labor Council’s celebration of 
Labor Day this year took place in 
the grounds of the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital and featured the cutting of 
a birthday cake signifying the 20th 
year of Medicare. UAW members 
were again on hand to collect signa-
tures on the Save Medicare petition.

The UTLC has recently issued 
its own Medicare petition and the 
AMWU is also circulating petitions 
in workplaces.  J

The Union of Australian Women’s morning tea on September 24 
featured the Save Medicare campaign. Following a presentation 
by John Wishart from Health Consumers Alliance of SA it was 
decided to organise a deputation to SA Senator Meg Lees to put 
forward the views of a number of organisations on the urgent need 
to defend Medicare.

Adelaide
The limits of injustice

A film program about dictatorships.
Life under Pinochet’s and Batista’s dictatorships.

Mercury Cinema
13 Morphett St Adelaide SA 5000

Friday 17 October 7pm
“Fernando is Back” & “Chile: Obstinate memory”

Live performance, poetry reading and a short introduction.
Food and drinks at the end of this function.

Friday 24 October 7pm
“Viva Pinochet!” & “I am Cuba”

Advance ticket sales from 08 8410 0979.
A fundraiser to support a project in Chile:

An independent radio for the Corporacion Mapuche XEG XEG

To know more about 
the Auburn Branch of 

the Communist Party of 
Australia please email 

cpaauburn@yahoo.com.au

When 
you’ve finished 

this issue share it 
with someone else.

Help
The Guardian
get around.

Pass it on! 
Pass it on! Pass it on! Pass i

t o
n!
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by Tom Pearson
The Government’s medical 

indemnity levy is aimed at 
recouping around $460 million 
it had set aside to cover doctors’ 
unfunded liabilities. The further 
suspension of the levy followed the 
decision last week to suspend levy 
payments over $1000.

Health Minister Abbott has 
announced a review of the way the 
levy has been calculated to “get a 
sustainable, long-term, affordable 
system of medical indemnity”. As 
a result of the move the Australian 

Medical Association (AMA) says 
its members are likely to agree to 
withdraw their threat of a hospital 
walkout. 

But doctors and the public will 
not be duped into thinking that 
Abbott intends to come up with a 
real alternative to end the crisis that 
erupted with the collapse earlier 
this year of the insurer United 
Medical Protection, which covered 
a majority of doctors.

The Government has attempted 
to foist the economic burden caused 
by the debacle onto doctors and, in 

turn, onto patients, while pointing 
the finger of blame at litigation.

Refusal by the Government to 
take responsibility for the public 
health system because of its drive 
to privatise health services is behind 
the mess.

The current situation comes 
on top of its failure to properly 
fund managed aged care, a failure 
that has forced many people into 
public hospitals who should have 
been having their needs attended to 
through aged care services.

In addition, more people are 
going to the public hospital system 
for treatment because the private 
sector hospitals lack the necessary 
equipment to properly treat some 
patients.

Another main factor creating 
the health and hospital crisis is the 
consistent refusal of the Government 
to increase the rebate paid to GPs. 
This is necessary if they are to 
continue to bulk-bill patients.

At the same time the 
Government is pouring almost $4 
billion a year of taxpayers’ money 
into the coffers of private health 
insurers to tempt families to take out 
private health insurance policies.

The alternative
The Doctors’ Reform Society 

(DRS) says resolution of the 
indemnity crisis must begin in 
consultation with the doctors. 
“That’s what industrial relations is 
about”, said DRS President Dr Tim 
Woodruff.

He stressed that in the long term 
there should be a system of medical 

indemnity that eliminates the 
problems in the current set up.

The changes to tort laws now 
being proposed which would 
restrict the rights of patients to sue 
for damages are an example of the 
faults inherent in the current system.

Dr Woodruff told The Guardian 
that the solution to the whole 
situation is to have such a strong 
public health system that no matter 
why a person is damaged, whether 
it is due to medical negligence or an 
act of God, he or she would still get 
excellent quality health care.

A strong public system made 
up of Medicare, the public hospital 
system and the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme, would remove the 
process of medical indemnity out of 
the hands of lawyers and litigation. 
“All of the medical costs would 
then be borne through a tax-payer 
funded, excellent public health 
system”, said Dr Woodruff.

Unless such changes are 
undertaken the fundamental 
problems will remain regardless of 
whether or not a deal is struck with 
doctors in the short term. J

AUSTRALIA

Carr government’s Sydney Harbour plan condemned
For two hundred and fifteen 

years, Sydney has been Australia’s 
principle port, providing one of 
the best harbours in the world and 
ideally located on Australia’s east 
coast to serve Australia’s largest 
industrialised state.

The decision appears to have 
been made by the Government’s 
gang of three – Premier Carr, 
Treasurer Egan and Transport 
Minister Costa. It was announced 
at the ALP conference with no prior 
consultation with the Maritime 
Union although it appears that the 
Stevedoring companies that operate 
in Sydney had been informed.

The decision takes no regard for 
the thousands of workers who have 
given their lives to Sydney’s ship-
ping industry – waterside workers, 
transport drivers, storemen, port 
shore workers, tug-men, ship repair 
workers, ship’s pilots and others.

A statement issued by the 
Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) 
says, “The unions were never con-
sulted, Cabinet wasn’t consulted. 
It’s madness. Sydney Ports have 
just invested $6 million in taxpay-
ers’ money upgrading Glebe Island 
terminal. Now it’s all being wasted. 
It’s a complete back-flip on the 
government’s long-standing 2020 
policy to keep the heart of the har-
bour alive at least two decades into 
the 21st century”.

Hitting the nail on the head, the 
statement says, “It’s a sell out to the 
developers and the big end of town 
and we’re demanding a full public 
investigation. Why was everyone 
kept in the dark? Why so sudden? Is 

this really in the public interest? We 
don’t think so”.

The Maritime Bulletin pub-
lished by the Maritime Branch of 
the Communist Party says, “The 
NSW Labor Government has dealt 
a savage blow to the future of hun-
dreds of Sydney maritime workers 
… In typical fashion the business 
community were fully consulted but 
the MUA was left out in the cold.

“This most reactionary ALP 
government has a disgraceful 
record of pandering to the develop-
ers and the rich. Attacking workers 
is another area in which they have 
much experience. A quick look into 
the current workers’ compensation 
legislation will demonstrate that”.

The Maritime Bulletin goes on 
to question the affiliation of the 
MUA to the ALP. It asks, “How 
many times can unions be kicked 
before there is a realisation that the 
ALP when in government repre-
sents the interest of the ruling class? 
Unions belong to the members and 
it is our view that they should affili-
ate to no political party.”

A media release from Lee 
Rhiannon (Greens MLC) says 
“NSW has never had a State 
Government closer to big 
developers.

“A Green’s research project 
looking into political donations for 
the last State election has uncov-
ered enormous contributions by big 
developers to the NSW ALP’s cam-
paign funds.

“Big developers have been 
eyeing off Sydney’s commercial 
waterfront land for a long time and 

Mr Carr has effectively handed it to 
them on a silver platter. If the value 
of inner city land sold to big devel-
opers to date is anything to go by, 
Lend Lease, Meriton and Multiplex 
can expect some real bargains.

“It is now pay-back time for all 
those developers who contributed 
so significantly to the NSW ALP’s 
campaign coffers”.

The Greens pledged their sup-
port for any action taken by the 
MUA against the closures.

MUA members at the White 
Bay terminal (slated for closure) 
unanimously voted to refuse to 

budge until the company (P&O) 
guarantees ongoing job secu-
rity and conditions. P&O had 
announced, immediately follow-
ing Carr’s announcement, that it 
would close its White Bay terminal 
and move its operations to Darling 
Harbour facilities. Their rapid 
action indicated that they were well 
informed and prepared for Carr’s 
announcement.

The White Bay waterside work-
ers decided that they would stage a 
sit-in when the time comes to move 
out, bunkering down and refusing to 
move for as long as it takes for their 

demands to be met. Major concerns 
are out-sourcing, redundancies, pay 
and conditions”.

The CPA’s Maritime Bulletin 
says “There will be a great need 
to hold vigorous protests against 
the government’s plan. This is not 
a plan about public housing but 
housing development for the rich. 
It is about the destruction of Sydney 
Harbour as a working port. It is 
about throwing maritime workers 
onto the scrapheap and it is a plan 
that opens the door for maritime 
employers to launch massive attacks 
against the MUA”. J

The announcement by NSW Premier Carr at the recent State Labor 
Party conference that the shipping facilities in Sydney harbour 
are to be removed has been roundly condemned by the Maritime 
industry.

The Communist Party believes 
that the method of election of mem-
bers to the House of Representatives 
should be changed to one of pro-
portional representation. The CPA 
advocates adoption of a model 
like that used in Tasmania which 
has also been adopted in the ACT. 
It provides for larger electorates 
which each elect four or five rep-
resentatives (instead of the present 
single member) from each of these 
electorates while also retaining the 
preferential voting system.

The Party supports compulsory 
voting and measures to ensure that 

all candidates get equal free access 
to the media and other measures 
to break the monopoly of pro-
corporate parties over the federal 
parliament. J

The CPA’s proposals have 
been published in a booklet :
Proportional Representation 
– A more democratic voting 
system available from SPA 
Books 65 Campbell Street, 

Surry Hills. 2010
Price $1 posted.

The solution: A strong public health system

Howard’s Power Grab
continued from page 1

The Federal Government has been forced to take a further tactical 
step back in its drive to destroy the public health system. It has 
suspended (for the time being) the medical indemnity levy that 
it foisted on doctors. Nonetheless, this latest Government attack 
on the public health system has had some success, with a number 
of doctors announcing they are abandoning the public hospital 
system altogether.

The Government refuses to properly fund the health system
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A leaflet published by the NTEU 
and distributed at a picket conducted 
at Sydney University says that staff 
at Sydney University are striking in 
protest at the Federal Government’s 
attempt to sabotage fruitful 
negotiations between University 
management and workers.

It says that the Vice-Chancellor 
and the NTEU were on the point of 
signing the “heads of agreement” 
for a new enterprise bargaining 
agreement after 12 months of nego-
tiation in good faith and without any 
disruption in the workplace.

The agreement allowed the 

University to pursue its mission 
while providing improved condi-
tions for all staff in the form of 
better parental leave; regulation 
and improvement of conditions 
for casual staff; employment of 
more indigenous staff; improved 
career development opportunities 
for general staff; better policies on 
academic workloads and a decent 
pay rise.

The Government intervened 
at the eleventh hour to try and 
force the University to abandon its 
agreement with the NTEU and to 
implement instead, a grab-bag of 
new, anti-Union workplace regula-
tions.

The University management is 
opposed to the government’s ideo-
logical industrial relations crusade 
but the Government is pointing a 
gun at their head as the extra funds 
are desperately needed even though 
$404 million does not even touch 
the sides of the gaping hole left by 
previous funding cuts.

The Government claims that it 
simply wants Universities to give 
staff the “option” of being employed 
under an individual Australian 
Workplace Agreement (AWA).

The NTEU says this is a cheap 
and very dirty trick dressed up 
in the rhetoric of “free choice”. 
University staff already have the 
option of negotiating an individual 
common law agreement with their 
employer.

The Government is not satisfied 
however, says the NTEU. Under 
current arrangements any individual 
contract offered by a University 
must at least match, if not surpass, 
the working conditions set out in 
collective bargaining agreements.

This means that any staff who 

take an individual contract have a 
strong collective agreement to fall 
back on. An Australian Workplace 
Agreement, however, is a form 
of contract that explicitly cuts off 
access to such a safety net. The 
minimum standard becomes what-
ever employers can get away with 
offering to the most vulnerable of 
their employees.

Government objectives
The NTEU says that the 

Government is trying to make it 
unlawful for University manage-
ments to work cooperatively with 
unions – unlawful to have unions 

directly representing their members 
in grievances and disputes; unlawful 
to distribute information about the 
union to new staff; unlawful to let 
staff have their union fees deducted 
through the payroll system and 
unlawful to give the union use of 
an office.

The NTEU has also pointed out 
that if the Government has its way it 
will become unlawful for University 
management and unions to even 
attempt to negotiate a cap on the 
proportion of staff employed as 
casuals. Yet, says the NTEU, unlim-
ited casualisation will do nothing to 
improve, let alone maintain stan-
dards of teaching and research. J

LABOUR STRUGGLES

SA Nurses win long back pay struggle

As The Guardian goes to press, staff at universities across the 
country are preparing for a national strike on Thursday, October 
16. The strike has been called by the National Tertiary Education 
Union (NTEU).
They will be resisting attempts by the federal government to impose 
anti-union industrial relations in the university sector by threatening 
to withhold $404 million of core funding.

Like other public health service 
employees, SA nurses frequently 
work shift work and long periods 
of overtime – sometimes for seven 
days without a break. SA state 
public servants are legally entitled 
to an annual leave loading for 
working under these conditions, but 
for most employees the loading is 
limited to a certain payment level.

The nurses argued that their 
annual leave loading should not be 
limited. Last week the court finally 
agreed to a 20 percent loading for 
all hours worked.

Lee Thomas, SA Secretary of 
the Australian Nursing Federation 
(ANF), commented: “For most 
nurses who work in the public 
hospital system this will mean 
that they will receive significantly 
higher payments when they now 
take their annual leave. They will 
also get back payment to July 1998, 
with most receiving between $1277 
and $2893. Considering that public 
hospitals employ in excess of 7000 
full-time equivalent nurses the 
agreement is worth in the order of 
$10 million in back pay alone.”

The judgement has important 
implications for other SA State 
Government employees. It recog-
nises the increasing hardships 
imposed on them by every extra 
hour in the working week, and 
requires the employer to compen-
sate them by way of loadings for all 
the extra hours worked.

While the South Australian 
nurses are celebrating this long-

overdue victory, their counterparts 
in other States are still engaged 
in hard struggles over pay and 
conditions.

Vic nurses
pursue pay rise

In Victorian public hospitals, 
nursing staff have claimed a 24 
percent pay increase, and a fixed 
minimum ratio of one nurse to 
every four patients in metropolitan 
Melbourne.

The pay of Victorian nurses has 
fallen significantly behind that of 
other state employees. Entry-level 
nurses receive $35,000 per annum, 
compared to $46,000 at entry level 
for police officers and $43,000 for 
teachers.

The number of patients receiv-
ing treatment at the state’s public 
hospitals has increased dramatically 
over the past three years because of 
the decline in the number of medi-
cal practices willing to bulk bill.

ANF Victorian Secretary Lisa 
Fitzpatrick commented: “Staff at 
Monash (Hospital) say 68 percent 
of people who present at casualty 
were category four or five patients, 
who could easily have been treated 
by their local GP.”

The situation is acerbated by 
the federal government’s failure to 
provide enough aged care centres 
forcing more elderly folk to seek 
treatment from hospitals.

Squeezed by inadequate fed-

eral funding and increasing patient 
demands, some Victorian hospitals 
are expected to slide into deficit 
within the next few months. The 
number of patients waiting for 
urgent elective surgery has also 
jumped ominously since June last 
year.

The Victorian Government lays 
much of the blame for the looming 
crisis in health care in Victoria on 
the Federal Government’s failure to 
match the state’s health funding on 
a dollar for dollar basis. A spokes-
man for Health Minister Health 
Bronwyn Pike said that “We need 
$350 million more just to tread 
water … but they have cut more 
than $1 billion from health across 
Australia …”

“… so this has a massive impact 
on our ability to pay wage increases 
and improve conditions.”

Both State and Federal 
Governments have little compunc-
tion when it comes to pouring vast 
sums into subsidies for the private 
health sector, wars or highly dub-
ious projects such as Melbourne’s 
Federation Square. The Square’s 
construction costs were a financial 
bottomless pit, which one observer 
aptly described as “an urban 
monstrosity.”

In the case of the nurses’ pay 
and working conditions the gov-
ernment expects nurses to carry 
the can as governments pursue 
their aim of driving more people 
into the private health system and 
running down public health care. 
But they certainly won’t. As Ms 
Fitzpatrick remarked, “Whichever 
way you look at it, the nurses and 
the government are on a collision 
course”. J

South Australian nurses have won a long and gruelling battle over 
back pay for annual leave loadings. The nurses’ claim was opposed 
by successive SA governments and was ultimately fought out before 
the full bench of the South Australian Supreme Court.

Universities strike back

NTEU members picketing the Sydney Uni during a previous strike

Otis electricians’
four day strike

This latest strike action by Otis 
electricians follows similar action 
in September when an overtime ban 
was imposed. This means that lifts 
and elevators maintained by Otis 
are not repaired outside office hours 
(6am to 6pm, Monday to Friday).

This latest industrial action by 
about 100 Otis electricians follows 
a breakdown of enterprise bargain-
ing negotiations between Otis and 
the ETU.

Otis is owned by the United 
States-based multinational United 
Technologies Corporation (UTC) 
and services, maintains and repairs 
escalators and elevators at about 
1800 sites throughout Queensland. 
It also installs elevators and escala-
tors in new buildings.

Major buildings in the State’s 
south east potentially affected by the 
four day strike and the continuing 
overtime ban, should breakdowns 
occur, include:

Myer Centre, Brisbane 
Executive Building, Commonwealth 
Government Centre, Treasury 
Casino, University of Queensland, 
Brisbane Airport terminals, Telstra 
Towers, State Law Building, Royal 
Brisbane Hospital, Queensland 
Police headquarters, Queensland 
Cultural Centre, Mater Hospital, 
Ipswich City Council, Hilton 

Hotel, Marriott Hotel, David Jones, 
Commonwealth Law Courts and 
Suncorp Stadium.

A number of major construction 
sites are also potentially affected by 
the strike action and overtime ban.

In addition to a 36 hour week 
the Otis workers are seeking a 
licensing allowance of up to $80 
per week, achieved over the life of 
a three-year enterprise bargaining 
agreement (EBA), to compensate 
for the increased job responsibil-
ity arising from Queensland’s new 
Electrical Safety Act.

ETU Queensland Secretary, 
Dick Williams, said the Otis work-
ers have indicated from the start of 
the dispute their readiness to fight 
hard for their EBA claim.

“However, I can again assure 
the general community that any 
life threatening situations, such 
as people trapped in lifts, will be 
attended to, as will the needs of the 
disabled, ill and elderly.

“Otis has already given its 
Victorian employees the 36-hour 
week and it is silly for them to 
be continuing this dispute here in 
Queensland over the issue. I call 
on Otis to come to its senses so 
everyone can get back to work 
with a minimum of disruption”, Mr 
Williams said. J

Electrical Trades Union (ETU Division of the CEPU) members 
throughout Queensland employed by the major lift and escalator 
installer and repairer, Otis, took strike action from October 9-13 
as part of a campaign to win a 36-hour week (now 38 hours) and 
compensation for the increased job responsibilities arising from 
Queensland’s new Electrical Safety Act.
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AUSTRALIA

by John Pilger
Australian novelist Richard 

Flanagan was recently asked by the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation 
(ABC) to read a favourite piece of 
fiction on national radio and explain 
his reasons for the choice.

“I was unsure what fiction to 
read to you this morning,” he said. 
“If we take the work of our most 
successful spinner of fictions in 
recent times, Prime Minister John 
Howard, I could have read from the 
varied and splendid tall tales that 
he and his fellow storytellers have 
concocted”.

He listed Howard’s most famous 
fictions – that desperate refugees 
trying to reach Australia had wil-
fully thrown children overboard 
and that faraway Australia was 
endangered by Iraq’s “weapons of 
hysterical distraction’”, as he put it.

He followed this with Molly 
Bloom’s soliloquy from Joyce’s 
Ulysses, “because in our time of lies 
and hate, it seems appropriate to be 
reminded of the beauty of saying 
yes to the chaos of truth”.

This was duly recorded, but, 
when the program was broadcast, 
the entire preface about Howard 
was missing.

ABC censorship
Flanagan accused the ABC 

of rank censorship. No, was the 
response, they just didn’t want 
“anything political”.

This was followed, he wrote, by 
“a moment of high comedy. Would 
I, the producer asked, be interested 
in coming on a program to discuss 
the disillusionment in contemporary 
Australia?”

In a society that once prided 
itself on its laconic sense of irony, 
there was not a hint of it, just a 
managerial silence.

“All around me”, Flanagan later 
wrote, “I see avenue of expression 
closing, an odd collusion of an ever 
more cowed media and the way in 
which the powerful seek to dictate 
what is said and what isn’t read and 
heard”.

He may well be speaking for the 
rest of us.

The censorship in Australia that 
he describes is especially virulent 
because Australia is a small media 
pond inhabited by large sharks 
– a microcosm of what the British 
might expect if the current assault 
on free journalism is not challenged.

The leader of this assault is, 
of course, Rupert Murdoch, whose 
dominance in the land of his birth in 
now symptomatic of the worldwide 
grip.

Of 12 daily newspapers in the 
capital cities, Murdoch controls 

seven. Of the 10 Sunday newspa-
pers, seven are Murdoch’s.

In Adelaide, he has a complete 
monopoly. He owns everything, 
including all the printing presses. It 
is almost impossible to escape his 
augmented team of Pravdas.

Like all his newspapers, they 
follow the path paved with his 
“interests” and his extremism.

Echoing Murdoch
They echo Murdoch’s descrip-

tion of Bush and Blair as “heroes” 
of the Iraq invasion and his dismiss-
al of the blood that they spilt.

For good measure, his tab-
loid the Herald Sun invented an 
al-Qaida terrorist training camp 
near Melbourne and all his papers 
promote John Howard’s parrot-like 
obsequiousness to Bush, just as 
they laud Howard’s racist campaign 
against a few asylum-seekers who 
are locked away in outback concen-
tration camps.

Murdochism, disguised or not, 
is standard throughout the media 
that he does not control.

The Melbourne Age, once a 
great liberal newspaper whose 
journalists produced a pioneering 
charter of editorial independence, 
is often just another purveyor of 
what Orwell called “smelly little 
orthodoxies” wrapped in lifestyle 
supplements.

Flickering beacons are the 
visionary Special Broadcasting 
Service (SBS), which was set up to 
serve Australia’s multiethnic society 
and the eternally battered ABC.

The ABC is different from 
the BBC, its model, in one crucial 
respect. It has no licence fee and 
must rely on government handouts.

In Australia, political intimida-
tion of the national broadcaster 
makes Downing Street’s campaign 
against the BBC seem almost 
genteel.

Howard’s minister for commu-
nications, a far-right dullard called 
Richard Alston, recently demanded 
that the ABC reply to 68 counts of 
“anti-Americanism”.

Oath of loyalty
to America

What the government wants is 
no less than an oath of loyalty to the 
foreign power to which it has sur-
rendered sovereignty.

Charges of “left-wing bias”, 
familiar in Britain and just as ridicu-
lous, drone out of both the Murdoch 
and the non-Murdoch press.

A Sydney Morning Herald 
commentator, a local echo to the 
far-right’s “monitoring” of the 
media in the US, has attacked the 
ABC for years.

With no guarantee of financial 
independence, the ABC has bent to 
the pressure – the censorship expe-
rienced by Richard Flanagan is not 
unusual.

More seriously, current affairs 
investigations that might be 
construed as “left-wing” are not 
commissioned.

As one well-known journalist 
told me, “We have a state of fear. If 
you are a dissenter, you are out”.

The despair felt by many 
Australians about this and the cos-
metic democracy in Canberra that 
it reflects, expresses itself in huge 
turnouts at public meetings.

More than 34,000 attended the 
recent Melbourne Writers’ Festival, 
where, said the director, “anything 
political” and “any session that 
allowed people to express a view” 
was a sell-out.

The global model for censorship 
by omission in free societies is the 
US, which constitutionally has the 
freest press in the world.

In Washington, former CBS 60 
Minutes producer Charles Lewis, 
who runs the Centre for Public 
Integrity, told me: “Under Bush, the 
silence among journalists is worse 
than in the 1950s.

“Murdoch is the most influential 
media mogul in America. He sets 
the standard and there is no public 
discussion about it.

“Why do 70 per cent of the 
American public believe that 
Saddam Hussein was behind the 
attacks of 9/11? Because the media’s 
constant echoing of the government 
guarantees it. Without the complic-
ity of journalists, Bush would never 
have attacked Iraq.”

Harnessing 
journalism

Harnessing journalism and 
reducing it to the “spokesman’s 
spokesman”, a branch of corporate 
and government public relations, is 
the hidden agenda of the new media 
deregulators.

In the US, the Federal 
Communications commission, run 
by Colin Powell’s son, is finally 
to deregulate television so that 
Murdoch’s Fox Channel and four 
other conglomerates control 90 
per cent of the terrestrial and cable 
audience.

That is the spectre in Britain, 
with a Blairite placemen now over-
seeing public service broadcasting 
in the new commercial deregulator 
Oftel, which has a remit to follow 
the US “market” plan.

The next stop is to end the 
licence fee and diminish the BBC to 
a version of its Australian prodigy. 
That’s Blair’s agenda.

The genesis of this – and for 
the current Blair/Murdoch cam-
paign against BBC independence 
– can be traced back to 1995, 
when Murdoch flew the Blairs first 
class to Hayman Island, off the 
Queensland coast.

In the tropical sunshine and 
standing at the blue News Corp 
lectern, the future British prime 
minister waxed lyrical about his 
“new moral purpose in politics” and 
pledged himself to hand over the 
media to the “enterprise” of those 
like his host, who applauded him 
warmly.

The next day, satire died again 
when Murdoch’s Sun commented: 
“Mr Blair has vision, he has pur-
pose and he speaks our language on 
morality and family life”.
Morning Star J

Break this silence
Reducing journalism to a branch of corporate and government 
public relations is the hidden agenda of the media deregulators in 
Britain and the US.

There were tearful farewells at last week’s ASEAN summit for 
retiring Malaysian Prime Minister, Dr Mahathir Mohamad. No-
tably absent from the week long event held in Indonesia was 
Australia’s Prime Minister, John Winston Howard, who had 
been hinting heavily for an invitation to an “ASEAN +” meet-
ing. While the leaders of China, South Korea, Japan and India 
were welcomed to such a forum, organisers cited “political rea-
sons” for the snub to the Australian PM. Dr Mahathir added 
to some former cutting remarks by asking where Australia be-
longs. “If it is Asia there’s no problem, but we see Australia as 
some sort of a transplant from another region with the same 
sort of thinking as the transplanted entity…” He is concerned 
that Australia has gone under the knife again, this time to be 
grafted on to a particular part of the US Administration’s anatomy.

Bob Brown, Greens leader in the Senate, has highlighted once 
more the need for an expanded Cabinet to include a Minister for 
the Bleeding Obvious. The Tasmanian Senator has revealed that 
since Howard appointed Dr Robin Batterham as the Common-
wealth’s Chief Scientist, funding for research into energy efficiency 
and solar energy has shrivelled. Australia’s slice of global sales of 
solar panels has fallen from six per cent to three per cent. At the 
same time, Dr Batterham has backed Government financing of 
research into the underground storage of greenhouse pollutants 
given off from burning coal. Dingo believes this is the conse-
quence of appointing the Chief Technologist of giant coal and 
aluminium company Rio Tinto to the top science job in Australia.

A new video has been released with a title that might just 
be the longest oxymoron to be coined this century. Ethics 
and Social Responsibilty in Business devotes 26 minutes 
to the question of how to “differentiate between ethical 
behaviour and social responsibility”. This is necessary because 
“Increasingly consumers expect businesses to operate in 
an ethical and socially responsible manner”. The sales pitch 
becomes a bit psychedelic when it suggests that “Many busi-
nesses abide by a Code of Conduct, either company-specific, 
or an industry standard”. The pricing structure for the video is 
another mystery. Primary schools must pay $59.95 for this in-
struction, secondary schools will pay $99.95, TAFE, Tertiary and 
institutional bodies are charged $149.95, while the cost to individ-
uals and students is $55 and $29.95 respectively for home use.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is Labor Leader Simon 
Crean. The beleaguered opposition leader has moved to 
control his backbench and to ensure that the US President, 
George “Dubya” Bush, gets a dignified reception when he ad-
dresses the Australian Parliament later this month. Tasmanian 
MHR Harry Quick is threatening to turn his back on the leader 
of the free world and to make other symbolic protests as well 
– like wearing a white armband and carrying the helmet of an 
Iraqi soldier killed in the Gulf War. Mr Quick says that 15 or 16 
others will join him in some form of protest. Our Capitalist Hog 
of the Week wrote to the backbencher, pointing out that “we 
remain committed to the US alliance and regard America as 
a good friend and ally of Australia”. This followed on the star-
tling claim that “Labor had strongly opposed the war in Iraq”. Is 
our Hog of the Week suffering from false memory syndrome?

Murdoch’s media premotes PM Howard’s kow-towing to the US

Murdoch flew the Blairs first class to 
Hayman Island, off the Queensland coast. 

Blair waxed lyrical about his
“moral purpose”

Fighting for
a world of

peace and justice?

The future is
socialism

You need...
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…I am here today speaking on 
behalf of ELSHAM and other sec-
tors of civil society in Papua and 
as a native-born Papuan who has 
experienced first hand the nature of 
the ongoing conflict in Papua.

The conflict in Papua, which has 
claimed an estimated 100,000 lives, 
is as old as I am and stems from the 
now-discredited process by which 
the United Nations brokered the 
transfer of sovereignty over Papua 
(then Netherlands New Guinea) 
from Dutch colonial administration 
to Indonesian control. 

That denial of the Papuan 
people’s right to self-determina-
tion and the policies and practices 
of the Indonesian authorities have 
spawned the conflict, which is now 
entering its fifth decade. 

As we speak this afternoon, 
the opportunities to resolve this 
conflict, in which so many people 
have been harmed, has reached a 
crucial moment. The future hangs in 
the balance as the people of Papua 
have come together in support of 
a peaceful solution and a path of 
dialogue and non-violence while the 
Indonesian military and central gov-
ernment escalate their engagement 
in destabilising actions that under-
mine peace and human security in 
Papua…

Background
Papua, together with the inde-

pendent nation state of Papua New 
Guinea on the island’s eastern half, 
is the planet’s most culturally and 
biologically diverse place. Our 
island is home to 1,000 different 
language groups (one-fourth of the 
world’s total), with 250 of these 
located within Papua’s borders. 
Since its incorporation by Indonesia, 
Papua’s cultural and ethnic make-up 
has shifted dramatically. Papua’s 
indigenous population of nearly 1.5 
million people now share the terri-
tory with some 775,000 Indonesian 
migrants.

Indigenous Papuans are pre-
dominantly Christian and racially 
Melanesian, while the new arrivals 
are predominantly Muslim and of 
Asian descent. Hundreds of thousands 
of the migrants have been sponsored 
by the Indonesian Government’s 
transmigration program.

During the past four decades of 
Indonesian “integration,” indigenous 

Papuans have experienced all forms 
of discrimination, human rights 
abuses, environmental destruction 
and political oppression.

Under the regime of General, 
then President, Suharto, the 
Indonesian military designated 
Papua along with Aceh and the now-
independent nation of East Timor as 
military operations areas, meaning 
that unlike other Indonesian prov-
inces, travel to and within Papua 
requires special authorisation. 
Indeed, the Indonesian authorities 
have just put a ban on tourist travel 
to Papua, accusing foreigners of 
instigating so-called separatism in 
the territory.

As noted by the European 
Union, the United Nations, 
other governments, and non-
governmental organisations such 
as Amnesty International, the 
Indonesian military, operating with 
impunity, has carried out numer-
ous operations in Papua, resulting 
in widespread human rights viola-
tions. The Indonesian military has 
killed, wounded, raped, robbed, tor-
tured, kidnapped, illegally detained 
and/or destroyed the property and 
livelihoods of tens of thousands of 
indigenous Papuans.

Increased militarism 
and repression

At this stage in our history, 
the Papuan people face increased 
militarism and repression and are 
a dispossessed and marginalised 
people in our own land. According 
to researchers, if current demo-
graphic and health trends continue, 
without intervention, indigenous 
Papuans face extinction as a distinct 
population within the next 25 years.

The size of France, Papua has 
the largest contiguous expanse of 
tropical rainforest outside of the 
Amazon and the largest number 
of endemic species anywhere on 
earth. Its snow-capped mountains 
boasting some of the world’s last 
remaining tropical glaciers are the 
highest between the Himalayas and 
the Andes and are rich in deposits 
of gold and copper, mined by US-
based Freeport McMoRan, Inc. 
Reserves of natural gas and oil 
elsewhere within the territory are 
exploited by other transnational cor-
porations, including UK-based BP.

The Indonesian military, which 
is known by its acronym TNI, 
also has extensive financial inter-
ests in Papua. As you may know, 
roughly one third of the military’s 
operational budget is covered by the 
Indonesian Government, with the 
remaining two thirds is raised by 
the military itself using a number of 
legal and illegal methods, including 
“protection money” from transna-
tional companies, illegal logging, 
and trafficking in stolen goods and 
endangered species. Papua-based 
interests represent a major source of 
income for the military in meeting 
its budget deficit.

These facts are crucial to 
any analysis of the TNI’s actions 
in Papua and of the Indonesian 
Government’s approach to Papua. 
They also partially explain why the 
TNI has rejected democratic reform 
efforts to eliminate the military’s 
territorial command structure, 
which comprises a nationwide net-
work of military posts down to the 
village level and which ensures the 
financial interests of the TNI, and 
why, at the same time, the TNI has 
promoted the division of Papua into 
three separate provinces.

New Developments
The [Indonesian] push to 

“resolve” the conflict in Papua 
is part of an overall TNI strat-
egy to consolidate the military’s 
upper-hand in Indonesia’s 2004 
national elections and to re-assert 
the military’s dominance in 
Indonesia’s political and economic 
life. An Indonesian military intel-
ligence operation is now underway. 
Examples of actions designed to 
destabilise Papua and cement the 
TNI’s presence and power there 
include:

• The November 2001 assassi-
nation by Indonesian Special Forces 
personnel of Papuan Presidium 
Council Chairman Theys Eluay, 
a moderate and respected Papuan 
community leader who was com-
mitted to peaceful resolution of the 
conflict.

• The formation in Papua, with 
support from the Indonesian mili-
tary, of armed, East Timor-style, 
pro-Jakarta militias and the intro-
duction there of the violent Islamic 
Laskar Jihad militia.

• The use of Special Forces 
(Kopassus) troops to conduct 
an extensive sweep operation in 
Papua’s Central Highlands follow-
ing a deadly weapons heist at a 
military post in April 2003.

• TNI personnel themselves 
have now been charged with car-
rying out the heist. (The military 
teams, which included the army’s 
Rapid Reaction troops [Kostrad], 
burned five villages to the ground, 
targeting the homes of inhabitants 
as well as schools, medical centres 
and teachers’ homes, and killed 

villagers’ livestock. This military 
operation displaced more than one 
thousand civilians who fled to the 
forest for safety, in isolation from 
food, shelter and the assistance of 
humanitarian organizations.)

• The championing by the 
TNI and intelligence agency of 
Presidential Instruction (1/2003) 
which violates the 1999 Special 
Autonomy Law for Papua by 
ordering, unilaterally and without 
the consent of Papua’s people, the 
division of Papua into three sepa-
rate provinces, each with its own 
military command structure.

• Intensifying threats and 
intimidation directed at human 
rights defenders from ELSHAM 
and other organisations; and

• The recent statement of 
Papua’s Police Chief Inspector 
General Budi Utomo that his per-
sonnel are searching for five people 
from Indonesia’s intelligence 
agency and internal affairs ministry 
who police suspect of instigating an 
August 2003 conflict in Timika in 
which five civilians were killed.

At the same time, senior offi-
cials from the TNI and President 
Megawati Sukarnoputri’s admin-
istration have made explicit 
statements that soldiers who have 
carried out human rights violations 
are “heroes” and that respect for 
human rights must be sacrificed in 
order to preserve Indonesia’s “ter-
ritorial integrity”.

The presidential order for the 
division of Papua, the de facto 
abrogation of the Special Autonomy 
Law for Papua, and the clos-
ing of avenues for dialogue with 
Papuans are the key destabilising 
actions by Megawati’s administra-

tion. Her government, guided by 
the TNI, appears ready to reject 
a non-violent process of conflict 
resolution altogether.

Zone of peace
The concerns of Papuans 

about the escalating threat of an 
Indonesian military crackdown 
and militia violence have led civil 
society groups, including Papua’s 
three major Christian churches, 
to pursue urgently an initiative on 
conflict resolution. The groups 
set up a Peace Task Force in July 
2002, inviting Indonesian civil 
and military authorities as well as 
Papuan bush fighter leaders to enter 
a dialogue to establish Papua as a 
Zone of Peace.

The culmination of the first 
stage of the Zone of Peace process 
was a conference on peace for 
Papua, co-sponsored by Papua’s 
governor, police chief and the 
provincial parliament together with 
ELSHAM and other civil society 
groups, and held in October 2002.

Major General Mahidin 
Simbolon, then-regional com-
mander of the Indonesian military 
in Papua, was the only official who 
refused to participate in the initia-
tive (Simbolon’s successor in Papua 
as well as Indonesian Armed Forces 
chief Gen. Endriartono Sutarto and 
other high-ranking central govern-
ment personnel have taken the same 
position of non-cooperation with 
the Zone of Peace initiative).

A major outcome of the October 
2002 peace conference was the deci-
sion of conference participants that 
civil society groups in Papua should 
establish a Peace Commission. The 

MAGAZINE

John Rumbiak is the Supervisor of West Papua’s leading 
human rights NGO, the Institute for Human Rights Study 
and Advocacy (ELSHAM). Earlier this month he addressed 
the Committee on Development and Co-operation Human 
Rights Working Group of the European Parliament in 
Brussels. He called on the EU and its member states to 
support peace efforts in West Papua and to review their 
bilateral relations with the Indonesian military (TNI) in 
light of the continuing oppression being carried on by 
those forces against the Indigenous Papuans.

The following is a shortened version of his comments.

The Conflict in West Papua
– a Papuan perspective

Efforts by the US and Australia to
strengthen relations with the Indonesian army only 

undercut chances for a peaceful solution

The TNI arrest a West Papuan
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by Paul Donovan
Azmat Begg recalled receiv-

ing a letter from the camp in 
Guantanamo Bay, where his son 
Moazzam is being held. His son 
wrote: “I am like an animal in a 
cage. My life is hell and I’m in a 
state of depression”.

Moazzam took his wife and 
three young children with him to 
Afghanistan. When the US bom-
bardment of the country began, he 
fled to Pakistan, but was snatched 
by police there before being handed 
over to the CIA.

After a period of detention at 
Bagram airbase in Afghanistan, he 
was transferred to Guantanamo Bay, 
where he has remained for the past 
18 months.

In July, together with Croydon-
based Feroz Abbasi, Begg was 
one of six detainees listed for the 
first military tribunal hearings in 
the Guantanamo Bay-based Camp 
Delta.

International 
prisoners

There are nine British citizens, 
seven French, two Australians, one 
Dane and one Swede among the 
700 people being held by the US 
Government in the camp. 

Lawyer Stephen Jakobi from 
Fair Trials Abroad says that the 
Swedes are putting up quite a strug-
gle, but no other country is making 
much fuss.

Jakobi expressed real concern 
about the British Government’s att-
itude. Rather than using the clout it 
should have from going “shoulder 
to shoulder” with US in Iraq, it pre-
fers, instead, to stay silent.

Indeed, Europe as a whole is 
presently in a strong negotiating 
position with the US government, 
which is desperate to get an interna-
tional force into Iraq.

What is required is a fair trial 
for the detainees, but so far, the only 
option offered by the US govern-
ment is a military tribunal, with the 
option of a 20-year sentence if an 
individual pleads guilty and possible 
execution if they do not.

“A fair trial is not rocket sci-
ence, it’s pretty simple stuff. There 
needs to be the power for a lawyer 
to test the evidence, an indepen-
dent and impartial tribunal and a 
presumption of innocence”, says 
Jakobi.

Lawyer Gareth Peirce views 
what is happening in Guantanamo 
Bay as part of a more sinister global 
agenda.

She sees the detentions as part 
of an experiment by the US.

“What we are witnessing here 
is in the nature of an experiment. 
The question is whether there will 
be a reaction, will there be a pro-
test within or without? Chillingly, 
largely the answer so far has been 
no”, says Peirce.

The lawyer, who success-
fully pursued the appeals of the 
Birmingham Six and Guilford Four, 
believes that the actions of British 
Government are as reprehensible as 
those of the US.

Torture
“Can it really be that a number 

of British nationals have been in 
custody at the hands of the US in 
conditions that amount to torture?” 
she asked. “Can this really have 
gone on with no access?”

Peirce also claims that the 
British are taking evidence from 
the US that has been obtained via 
torture and in contravention of inter-
national treaties that prohibit such 
inhumane treatment.

Not only is the British Govern-
ment seemingly prepared to collude 
in this experiment, which amounts 
to tearing up most international 
human rights treaties, but it runs 
its own smaller version at Belmarsh 
Prison in London.

There, 13 individuals have 
been interned without trial. They 
have effectively been sealed off 
and forced to live an existence that 
seems at times more like something 
out of a Kafka novel.

Peirce believes that the situa-
tion of those being held in Belmarsh 
could be worse than that endured 
during the Irish war by the likes of 
the Birmingham Six and Guilford 
Four.

“I’m not sure, but I think this 
situation maybe is worse. With the 
Guilford Four, it was a case of dis-
proving the evidence. In these cases, 
you don’t know what the evidence 
is, so how can you disprove it?” 
says Peirce.

Recalling her own conversations 
with detainees in Belmarsh prison, 
she says that the two most common 
statements are “why doesn’t any-
body talk to us?” and “are they mad, 
we are not terrorists”.

Making comparisons between 
the present detainees and the Irish 
situation is the wrong debate to 
have. The present situation needs to 
be viewed as a logical extension of 
the anti-terror approach first intro-
duced during the war in Ireland.

It was former Devon and 
Cornwall Chief Constable John 
Alderson who said that the call of 
every dictator is “give me your lib-
erties and I will provide security”.

Such has been the approach 
from the outbreak of the conflict in 
Northern Ireland in the 1960s. There 
have been the constant calls to give 
up more and more basic human 
rights in order to combat terrorism 
and thereby provide security.

First, there was interment with-
out trial. Then came trials without 
juries. At times, the police, army 
and intelligence services became 
a law unto themselves, crossing 
the line from combating terrorism 
to, in many cases, colluding and 
directing it.

Similar developments are no 
doubt afoot in the present “war on 
terrorism”.

In 1974, the Birmingham and 
Guilford pub bombings led to the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA). 
This Act effectively extended the 
reach of anti-terror law beyond 
Northern Ireland to the whole of 
Britain.

It gave the power to routinely 
stop and hold people for up to seven 

days without resort to a court. The 
right to silence was removed with 
the introduction of a charge of with-
holding information.

Erosion of
human rights

The erosion of human rights 
went on steadily throughout the 30 
years of war in Northern Ireland, 
with every new atrocity signal-
ling another inroad at the behest of 
public safety.

From removing litter bins from 
railway stations to the so-called ring 
of steel around the City of London, 
all were intended to bring forward 
the feeling of a country under 
attack.

Yet the truth of the anti-
terrorism legislation, of course, was 
that it did little to stop terrorism. 
The proof of the ineffectiveness of 
anti-terror legislation in catching 
terrorists is clear for all to see in the 
record of the PTA.

Paul Hill of the Guilford Four 
was the first man held under its 
provisions. He served 15 years for 
a crime that he did not commit. By 
taking away the most basic safe-
guards, anti-terror legislation hits 
only the weaker and most vulner-
able members of our community.

Temporary becomes 
permanent

Defined as temporary when first 
placed on the statute book, the PTA 
was routinely renewed every year 
with little debate.

At the same time, there was a 
circular process going on that saw 
many of the measures incorporated 
into ordinary criminal law.

This, for example, saw the 
removal under the Criminal Justice 
Act 1994 of the right to silence. The 
latest target is the ongoing attempt 
to remove trial by jury.

This process needs to be seen in 
its widest context, not just the blunt 
removal of this right from the courts 
but also the wider creation of quasi-
tribunals to deal with the likes of the 
detainees in Belmarsh.

In reality, the PTA was used 
to attack those who might seek to 
become involved in the politics of 
Northern Ireland.

The present anti-terrorist leg-

islation is likely to be used to stop 
people getting involved in the 
politics of the war by effectively 
criminalising them.

Arms protest
The most recent example of this 

process in action was seen in the 
use of anti-terror laws by the police 
against those recently protesting the 
arms fair in the Docklands.

The argument that the present 
anti-terror law is a continuum of 
what went before and not a new 
departure is most graphically illus-
trated by the fact that one of the 
most draconian pieces of anti-terror 
legislation was introduced in the 
period between the IRA cease-fire 
and September 11 2001.

The 2000 Terror Act built on the 
anti-terrorism law introduced for the 
Irish conflict at a time when there 
was no conflict. Then, along came 
September 11, offering a bigger and 
better threat than anything that had 
gone before.

Anti-terrorism law is essentially 
the instrument of the dictator.

It says that there cannot be an 
open and free society – a permanent 
state of emergency exists that just-
ifies the sacrifice of human rights.

The detention of the 13 indi-
viduals in Belmarsh Prison and the 
700 held in Guantanamo Bay are all 
part of the same scenario.

The Bush administration is 
certainly committed to ripping up 
every piece of international human 
rights law.

The US constitution, it would 
seem, is no longer a working docu-
ment, but an article for the museum 
archives. As Orwell predicted in 
1984, emergencies are being cre-
ated to justify huge clampdowns on 
native populations.

If dictators win, there will be 
perpetual wars going on across the 
world to rally domestic popula-
tions against common perceived 
enemies.

It is now time for those in the 
anti-war movement and beyond 
to stand up for the liberties of the 
individuals in Guantanamo and 
Belmarsh.

The people detained may be 
terrorists, they may be guilty of ter-
rible things, but they also deserve 
the right for a fair trial before a jury 
in their own countries.
Morning Star J
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The Conflict in West Papua
– a Papuan perspective

The Guantanamo hell-hole
The father of a British man being held illegally by the 
United States Government recounted recently how his 
son went to Afghanistan to build a school, before being 
snatched and sent to Guantanamo Bay.

Internment without trial – Camp X-Ray, Guantanamo Bay

The TNI arrest a West Papuan

Peace Commission’s mandate is to 
engage in: 1) conflict prevention; 
2) promotion of dialogue; and 3) 
popular education to promote Papua 
as a “Zone of Peace.” Through its 
peace-building desk, ELSHAM 
currently serves as the coordinat-
ing institution for the commission’s 
work.

The work of the commis-
sion has included a September 8, 
2003, media conference at which 
representatives from a variety of 
social sectors – migrants, Hindus, 
Moslems, Buddhists, Christians, 
students, etc. – called for peace-
ful dialogue as a means of conflict 
resolution for Papua. The team 
has also held a conference on 
“Conflict in Papua and the Need 
for Dialogue” on September 19, 
2003. The conference was followed 
by a September 21 peace march in 
Jayapura and elsewhere throughout 
Papua.

At its April 2003 meeting, 
the European Union’s External 
Relations Council called for the 
EU to actively promote peaceful 
solutions to conflicts such as that 
in Papua.

While these policy positions are 
helpful, the situation in Papua is of 
an urgent and serious nature and 
demands concerted, concrete steps 
by the European Union and other 
members of the international com-
munity to address it.

Efforts by the United States 
and Australia to strengthen their 
bilateral relationships with the 
TNI instead of prioritising effec-
tive diplomacy aimed at stopping 
the serious human rights violations 
occurring in Papua only undercut 
chances for a peaceful solution. J
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But, there is little sign that the 
vote represented a tilt to the right 
by Californian voters. An ultra-right 
ballot initiative held at the same 
time as the ballot for Governor pro-
hibiting collection of data based on 
race, went down to a resounding 67 
percent defeat. “It’s a great victory 
against racism and for diversity,” 
said Dorothea Revell, statewide sec-
retary of the California NAACP.

Schwarzenegger spent nearly 
$23 million, largely from big busi-
ness interests, including $10.3 
million from his own wealth, 
despite his hypocritical promise that 
he would take no money from “spe-
cial interests”.

Schwarzenegger’s handlers 
hid his right-wing positions while 
transforming his campaign into 
a celebrity-driven extravaganza. 

Schwarzenegger, himself, posed as 
a “moderate” and an “outsider”, a 
populist supporter of abortion rights 
and gun control.

In his victory speech, he 
thanked the television media for 
“always showing great shots and 
good pictures”.

The Bush-
Schwarzenegger 
connection

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, speak-
ing to a rally on the eve of the 
vote, warned that Schwarzenegger 
is a “wolf in sheep’s clothing.” 
Schwarzenegger and his team cul-
tivated a moderate image to hide 
the politically intimate “Bush-
Schwarzenegger connection”.

Judy Goff, head of the Alameda 
County Central Labor Council, 
noted “a lot of lies and confusion” 
both about the drive to recall Davis 
and about Schwarzenegger’s true 
agenda, which she linked to the “far 
right” of the Republican Party.

Schwarzenegger’s main cam-
paign theme was that California has 
an “unfriendly business climate” 
and must slash taxes on banks 
and corporations, reduce workers’ 
compensation and other employee 
benefits and terminate regulations to 
lure business back to the state.

Economy
A CNN exit poll revealed that 

the economic crisis was the over-
riding issue with 83 percent of those 
polled describing the economy as 
“not so good” or “poor”.

US Presidential candidate 
Howard Dean, one of several lead-
ing Democratic Party candidates 
who came to California to help 
oppose the recall, said, “This recall 
was about the frustration so many 
people are feeling about the way 
things are going. All across America, 
George Bush’s massive tax cuts for 
the wealthy are undermining state 
budgets, causing cutbacks in ser-
vices and increases in local property 
taxes. Tonight voters directed their 

frustration with the country’s direc-
tion on one incumbent governor. 
Come next November that anger 
might be directed at another incum-
bent – in the White House”.

The California AFL-CIO (trade 
unions), the African-American and 
Latino communities, the women’s 
movement, gays and lesbians 
and environmentalists waged a 
determined campaign against 
Schwarzenegger. There were dozens 
of spirited rallies across the state. 
Millions of leaflets, letters and 
e-mails were sent out.

Schwarzenegger captured just 
over 50 percent of the vote despite a 
last minute detailed report in the Los 
Angeles Times in which 15 women 
charged that Schwarzenegger had 
physically molested them. On 

the same day the New York Times 
revealed that Schwarzenegger once 
admitted that he admired Adolph 
Hitler.

During the seven week cam-
paign, the defeated Governor Davis 
signed a series of bills including a 
groundbreaking bill that will require 
employers to provide health care 
for their workers starting in 2006 
or pay into a state health care fund. 
It would extend health care to one 
million workers. Davis also signed 
a bill to grant undocumented immi-
grants the right to obtain driver’s 
licenses. Schwarzenegger has 
vowed to repeal the driver’s license 
bill and may attempt to scuttle the 
health care bill as “unfriendly” to 
business.
People’s Weekly World J

INTERNATIONAL

Voter frustration behind 
Schwarzenegger’s election
Frustrated Californians voted 
to recall Democratic Governor 
Gray Davis October 7 and 
replace him with Republican 
Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Schwarzenegger posed as a “moderate” and “outsider”

The issue that has really stuck 
in the craw of the US leaders is the 
refusal of New Zealand govern-
ments to admit US nuclear-armed 
ships into New Zealand ports. More 
recently the Labour Government 
of Helen Clark has gone further by 
refusing to join in the Iraq war.

Charles Swindells said that 
while the nuclear issue did not 
define the bilateral relationship, it 
did come with a price and impeded 
cooperation in some areas. He urged 
a re-examination of the issue, and 
warned that the US was not simply 
going to “get over it”.

Many New Zealanders have 
been hopeful of a free-trade agree-
ment with the world’s largest 
economy and were distressed when 
the US opened FTA negotiations 
with Australia and left New Zealand 

out in the cold. In his speech Mr 
Swindells dashed any hopes that 
FTA talks with New Zealand would 
begin soon.

“Trade between us is a strong 
point in the relationship but ... it is 
not helpful to unduly raise expecta-
tions about an FTA.”

No change
Prime Minister Helen Clark 

has ruled out reviewing the nuclear 
policy. Almost 20 years ago, Clark 
played a key role in the Lange gov-
ernment’s decision to ban nuclear 
ships.

Former Prime Minister David 
Lange said in an interview last 
week that he remained “proud” of 
the nuclear ban, and pleased that no 
government since then has rescinded 
the legislation.

He said the US appeared to 
be annoyed by New Zealand’s 
opposition to the war on Iraq 
and was reacting in a “somewhat 
browbeating fashion. The United 
States seems to be aggrieved that 
we didn’t rush off to Iraq at the first 
opportunity”.

Lange suggested that it was 
easy for the US to vent “a fit of 
pique” at New Zealand, but it was 
interesting that it hadn’t taken the 
same approach towards. European 
governments that also opposed the 
war.

Mr Swindells made reference 
to New Zealand’s failure to back 
its traditional allies, the US, Britain 
and Australia, on Iraq. “I tell you 
frankly that we were saddened by 
New Zealand’s decision not to par-
ticipate in the liberation of the Iraqi 
people,” he said.

In a recent poll 43 percent of 
respondents thought the govern-
ment should review its policy on 
nuclear ships, while 55 percent 
disagreed. J

The elephant never forgets
– or forgives

US Ambassador to New Zealand Charles Swindells, stirred the 
pot recently when he attempted to give a speech at the Wellington 
University campus. Anti-US protestors prevented him from delivering 
the speech but he made it public anyhow by sending copies to New 
Zealand Government leaders.

The Red Cross is the only 
organisation with access to the 
detainees. His criticism came as a 
group of American former judges, 
diplomats and military officers 
called on the US Supreme Court 
to examine the legality of holding 
the foreign nationals for almost 
two years, without trial, charge or 
access to lawyers.

Mr Girod said the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) was making the unusually 
blunt public statement because of a 
lack of action after previous private 
contacts with American officials.

“One cannot keep these detain-
ees in this pattern, this situation, 
indefinitely,” following a visit to 
the prison.

Although he did not criticise 
any physical conditions at the 
camp, he said it was intolerable 
that the complex was used as “an 
investigation centre, not a detention 
centre”.

“The open-endedness of the 
situation and its impact on the 
mental health of the population has 
become a major problem,” he told 
the New York Times but camp offi-

cials claim that the mental health 
problems of detainees existed 
before they arrived.

Christine Huskey, an American 
lawyer representing 28 Kuwaiti 
inmates, told the BBC she had had 
“absolutely” no access to them. “I 
represent a ghost,” she said.

In the past 18 months, 21 
detainees have made 32 suicide 
attempts, and many more are being 
treated for depression, the New York 
Times says.

Mr Girod says prisoners who 
spoke to his team regularly asked 
about what was going to happen to 
them.

The US sent the inmates to 
Guantanamo deliberately so that 
they would have no access to US 
constitutional guarantees.

Last week an Australian lawyer 
who represents two Australians 
being held at Guantanamo said 
inmates were being submitted to 
torture. 

US officials have denied tor-
turing detainees, saying they are 
allowed to practise their religion 
and are given good medical care.
From BBC News J

Red Cross blasts 
Guantanamo prison
Christophe Girod, the senior Red Cross official in Washington, 
said it was unacceptable that the 600 detainees should be held 
indefinitely at Guantanamo Bay without legal safeguards.

The Secretary-General of the 
57-member Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC), Belkeziz 
said occupying forces should quick-
ly withdraw from Iraq to give the 
United Nations a chance to recon-
struct the country.

Up to 35 heads of state are 
expected to attend in what will be 
the largest gathering of Muslim 
leaders since before al Qaeda’s 
attack on the United States on 
September 11, 2001.

UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan is also scheduled to attend, 
along with non-members Russian 

President Vladimir Putin and 
Philippines President Gloria Arroyo, 
whose countries both have large 
Muslim minorities.

A delegation from the Iraqi 
Governing Council which opposes 
Washington’s use of Turkish troops, 
is expected at the summit.

Belkeziz said of all the conflicts 
involving Muslims, the occupation 
of Iraq and the Palestinian prob-
lem needed to be addressed most 
urgently.

“Foremost of these is the evic-
tion of foreign forces from Iraq, 
allowing the United Nations to 

administer Iraqi affairs”, Belkeziz 
said in his opening address.

“In Palestine, the situation con-
tinues to worsen day after day in 
the face of the Israeli Government’s 
obduracy to fulfil the obligations 
demanded of it by the road map”, 
he said.

Belkeziz said the eight-day 
meeting, which ends when lead-
ers depart on October 18, should 
also discuss major challenges to 
Muslims arising from terrorism 
and globalisation and “campaigns 
against Islam, Muslims and human 
rights”.

Other conflicts that the summit 
will touch upon include the situ-
ations in Afghanistan, Kashmir, 
Azerbaijan, the Philippines and 
Somalia. J

Representatives of Muslim nations meeting last weekend in Malaysia 
have demanded “eviction of all foreign forces from Iraq”. Only 
Turkey defended plans to deploy its troops alongside the US-led 
alliance.

Islamic nations tell US to leave Iraq
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Encouraged by the support of 
the US, Sharon said immediately 
that Israel would “hit its enemies 
any place and in any way”.

Immediately after the Iraqi war, 
the Bush administration has waged 
a virulent campaign against Syria 
and also Iran, alleging that Syria 
was sending “terrorists” across its 
border to Iraq, that Syria had given 
safe haven to Iraqi leaders, that Iraqi 
WMD had been secreted in Syria. 
The campaign against Iran is cen-
tred on its alleged plans to develop 
nuclear weapons.

Since the failed campaign in 
Iraq and the consequent revelations 
of lies and more lies on weapons 
of mass destruction as its reason 
for going to war in Iraq, the US is 
struggling to keep world tension at 
the highest pitch.

It is not surprising that Israel’s 
plans to assassinate Arafat or to ban 
him from Palestine has received 
only a mild rebuke from the US.

The recent Israeli air strike 
inside Syria is a new escalation of 

tensions in the Middle East and 
threatens a wider war.

Let us be clear about one thing 
– a military attack on a country is 
an act of aggression. No matter how 
much Bush and his followers want 
to re-write international law, the 
fact remains that in the eyes of the 
world, it is an act of aggression

The US attitude is not surpris-
ing. According to the Bush doctrine 
of preventive war and its “right” to 
strike countries that might harbour 
terrorists Israel did nothing wrong.

However, the majority of 
the members of the UN Security 
Council wanted to condemn the 
Israeli strike but a resolution con-
demning Israel was vetoed by the 
United States.

UN Secretary General, Kofi 
Annan deplored the raid on Syria 
saying that “this further escalation 
of an already tense and difficult 
situation has the potential to broad-
en the scope of current conflicts in 
the Middle East, further threatening 
regional peace and stability”.

“Uncontrollable 
consequences”

The Arab League meeting in 
Egypt said the raid could lead to 
“uncontrollable consequences, 
which could drag the whole region 
into a violent whirlpool”.

The Syrian Communist Party 
issued a statement which said, in 
part: “We call free people all around 
the world to denounce the Israeli 
aggression, and all the democratic, 
liberal and peace forces are invited 
to condemn this aggression which 
not only threatens the neighbouring 
peoples in the region but can also 
lead, if not controlled, to detrimen-
tal results that will have destructive 
effects on the whole international 
stage”.

The backdrop to the escalation 
of tensions is Israel’s relentless 
building of hundreds of illegal 
settlements, its construction of 
an apartheid wall along the West 
Bank border, its constant threats 
to assassinate Palestinian leaders 
including Arafat, the repeated 
invasion of Palestinian towns and 
the destruction of the homes of 
individuals.

Ariel Sharon has become 
increasingly reckless and recently 
openly called upon the United States 
to “take on” Syria and Iran. J

INTERNATIONAL

President Bush has given Israel a clear signal that he supports 
further aggression against Syria and Lebanon. He told Israel’s Prime 
Minister Sharon that his country “should not feel constrained” in 
defending itself. “I made it very clear to the Prime Minister, like I 
have constantly done, that Israel’s got a right to defend herself, that 
Israel must not feel constrained in defending the homeland”.

Sharon & Bush threaten wider Middle East war

The Party held a Congress in 
September and adopted an electoral 
platform and nominated candidates 
who represent a wide spectrum of 
Russian society.

Among them are communists 
and non-party members, scientists, 
trade unionists, representatives of 
youth and women’s organisations.

The CPRF statement says, “It 
is our conviction that only a broad 
alliance of progressive and patriotic 
forces can change the situation in 
the country”.

The present rulers of Russia are 
not about to surrender power with-
out a fight. The Communist party is 
fully aware of dirty methods used 
by those in power and their financial 
backers (both local and foreign) who 
will try once again to discredit both 
the CPRF and its election platform.

The CPRF has issued an appeal 
to all fraternal and friendly parties 
to send their representatives as part 
of international observers groups 
that will be formed by national par-
liaments, regional and international 
parliamentary organisations.

The main points of
the CPRF program

The CPRF states that the basic 
principles of our program of reviv-
ing Russia are that:

1. The land, forests, the subsoil 
and other natural resources of the 
country should belong to the whole 
Russian people. The purchase and 
sale of land with the exception of 
subsidiary plots, gardening, dacha 
and garage plots of land be inadmis-
sible.

2. The payments for housing, 
electricity and other utility services 
should not exceed 10 percent of a 
families income.

3. Wages and pensions not be 
lower than the living minimum 
income established under a separate 
law.

4. Fuel, energy and defence 
enterprises as well as railways be 
state owned and controlled.

A year ago the CPRF attempted 
to put these policy principles to 
the people in a referendum but 
it was banned by the govern-

ment. The ruling elite knew what 
sort of response it would get in a 
referendum.

A crooked oligarchy has come 
to reign in the country through 
treachery and bribery and an anti-
people regime has been established 
says the CPRF. Hypocrisy, lies and 
disdain for the working people are 
rife.

“The country loses a million 
citizens every year. US$25 billion 
worth of people’s wealth flows 
abroad every year. Our borders are 
encircled by American and NATO 
military bases. The leaders of the 
‘new world order’ openly say that 
not more than 50 million people 
should remain in Russia. That is 
enough to extract gas and oil, gold 
and diamonds and to cater to the 
needs of the oligarchs. There is no 
room on this land for the remaining 
100 million…”, says the Party 
statement.

Total colonisation
“Faced with the threat of total 

colonisation and extinction of the 
country, we, workers and peasants, 
engineers and scientists, teachers 
and doctors, entrepreneurs and 
managers, artists and students, 
people of different views and 
beliefs, representatives of different 
parties and movements have united 
to form the People’s Block of the 
CPRF.

“The strategic goal of our block 
is to gain the majority of seats in 
the State Duma and to win the 
presidential election…

“We have rallied under the 
banner of the CPRF because we 
are convinced that patriotism of the 
people today is inseparable from the 
goals and ideals of the communists, 
from the struggle for socialism, 
for the restoration of the Soviet 
power, for the revival of the Union 
state”. J

Russian elections:
Chance for people to take new direction
On December 7, 2003 Russian voters will caste their ballots in 
the Duma (Parliament) elections. These elections will be followed 
by presidential elections in March 2004. The Communist Party 
of the Russian Federation (CPRF) is taking an active part in the 
coming elections.

Bush and Sharon are escalating tensions in the Middle East

FINLAND: Anti-NATO sentiment in Finland remains high. A 
recent poll found that 63 percent of Finns are against Finland 
joining NATO, while only one in five was in favour. These 
numbers haven’t changed much this year – opposition to 
NATO membership has been steady at around two-thirds. 
An EU defence core is a slightly more acceptable alterna-
tive. However, 44 percent are against with only 37 percent 
in favour. Half of the people interviewed said possible mem-
bership in a military alliance should be put to a referendum.

IRAQ: The outbreak of pneumonia-like symptoms among US 
troops serving in Iraq could be the harbinger of a new and 
potentially enormous wave of Gulf war syndrome cases, ac-
cording to American veterans’ organisations and defence 
analysts. The groups are also braced for a huge rise in post-
traumatic stress disorder casualties as a result of the daily 
exposure of soldiers to attacks and the stress of living in a 
threat-filled environment. More than 100 soldiers are already 
sick with severe and yet unexplained respiratory complaints. 
At least two have already died. Up to 1000 tonnes of de-
pleted uranium ammunition was used in the recent campaign 
in Iraq. This compared with 320 tonnes in the 1991 Gulf war. 
Then, the number of people who complained of an illness 
was 160,000 American and 5000 British troops. The previ-
ous ground war lasted only 100 hours. Now 140,000 troops 
are living for six months or longer on a battlefield polluted 
with radioactive depleted uranium dust and other chemical 
residues of war. Iraqi doctors have been struggling for years 
after the war to cope with increased birth abnormalities and a 
steep increase in different cancers due to DU contamination.

SCOTLAND: Red-faced NATO officials had to apologise for 
some troops who were “possibly overzealous in their applica-
tion of what they were required to do”. Motorists using the 
coastal road near Port William were pulled over by Ukrainian 
marines acting with French soldiers, who were involved in a 
mock hunt for terrorists. One driver, who had been unaware 
of the NATO exercise, had children in the car and he said 
that they had been left deeply distressed by the incident.

RUSSIA: Russian Prime Minister said that Russia would hon-
our its commitment and abide by the agreement reached on the 
construction of an oil transmission pipeline between Russia and 
China. He stressed that the co-operation in oil and natural gas 
was a priority in economic co-operation and that the two sides 
had fully exchanged views during his recent visit to China. Upon 
completion, the pipeline will be able to transmit annually 50 mil-
lion tons of crude oil to Japan and the Republic of Korea and 
another 30 million tons to Daqing, in northern China by 2010.

Global briefs

Perth:Public meeting

Nidia Diaz from El Salvador
Nidia Diaz is one of the founding members of the Farabundo Marti 

National Liberation Front – FMLN. She is one of the signatories of peace 
in El Salvador and now is a member of the Central America Parliament 
(PARLACEN) for the period 2001 to 2006. In this Parliament, she is the 
president of the Commission for Women, Children and Family. Nidia will 

bring first hand information about the electoral process leading to the 
election in March 2004 when the FMLN for the first time in the history of 
El Salvador has the real possibility of winning the presidential elections.

Wednesday, October 15 2003  6.30pm
Collins St. Centre

Collins St / Shaftesbury St South Perth
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Death squads, 
gangsters and 
unwelcome visitors
You have to hand it to reactionary 
politicians, don’t you? I mean, 
for sheer gall they really take 
the cake.

by Rob Gowland
Just look at Colombia’s Pres-

ident Alvaro Uribe, the darling 
of Washington and about as 
reactionary as you can get. A little 
over a month ago Uribe proposed 
a law that would allow members 
of the largest and most bloody 
of the Colombian paramilitary 
groups, the so-called Self-Defence 
Forces of Colombia (AUC), to 
avoid jail.

These are creatures who have 
been responsible for an estimated 
80 percent or more of the thousands 
of killings in Colombia, including 
innumerable massacres of whole 
families even entire villages of 
peasants.

But under Uribe’s plan, these 
right-wing killers will be allowed 
to get off scot free providing they 
agree to lay down their arms, admit 
their crimes, turn over some land, 
pay some fines and provide commu-
nity service when they turn in their 
weapons.

As the October 2 issue of 
Workers World newspaper rather 
aptly commented: “The prospect 
that the same people who decapi-
tated, hanged, raped, castrated or 
tortured their sons, daughters or 
neighbours will now be carrying 
out ‘community service’ brings little 
solace to most Colombians.”

Colombia’s paramilitaries have 
rarely made any attempt to hide 
their activities or their identities. 
Yet the government claims to be 
unable to catch them or bring them 
to trial.

Green light
for bloody acts

Instead, as Colombian journalist 
Mauricio Vargas pointed out in the 
magazine Semana, it has now given 
them a green light to intensify their 
bloody acts. “The paramilitaries are 
currently acting without restraint 
because they know that whatever 
criminal acts they commit now 
will be pardoned the moment they 
demobilise.”

Last month the British news-
paper The Guardian reported that 
over 80 Colombian organisations 
concerned with civil rights had 
issued a report which asserted that 
Uribe’s “authoritarian government” 
had “overseen a dramatic increase 
in extra-judicial killings, civilian 
massacres and other abuses”.

The report contained what even 
the Army chief, General Jorge Mora, 
called “extensively documented 
links” between the Army and the 
paramilitaries. At the same time he 
claimed that the rights groups had 
“fabricated” the evidence “in order 
to justify their own existence”.

President Uribe’s response was 
to label the rights groups “cowards” 
and “terrorist sympathisers”. Such 
labelling amounts to an open invita-
tion to right-wing paramilitaries to 
carry out assassinations and other 
terrorist acts against these groups.

While President Uribe is bend-
ing over backwards to “integrate” 
the paramilitaries into Colombian 
society, he is spurning the peace 
overtures of the popular guer-
rilla movements, the ELN and the 
FARC-EP.

To no one’s surprise, the New 
York Times reports that the Bush 
White House is giving the Uribe 
plan its “full support”.

A Republican Congressman 
from South Carolina named 
Greshman Barrett apparently thinks 
the Bush Administration is too soft 
on “terrorists”. He has introduced a 
bill into the US Congress with the 
catchy name, Stop Terrorists Entry 
Program Act.

The seemingly clumsy name 
allows the bill to be known by its 
acronym as the STEP Act. Ain’t that 
cute?

The STEP Act, if passed, would 
prohibit anyone from countries des-

ignated by the US State Department 
as “state sponsors of terrorism” 
from studying in, working in or just 
visiting the USA.

Currently the State Department 
list includes Iraq, Iran, Cuba, Libya, 
Syria and North Korea but not, of 
course, the US itself and its Middle 
East surrogate Israel. This seems 
more than a little quaint considering 
just how much actual terrorism the 
US and its Israeli protégé really do 
sponsor.

Barrett’s bill also aims to pre-
vent naturalised US citizens from 
the designated countries bringing 
their relatives into the USA as 
migrants under family reunion pro-
visions. And it gives current visitors 
and non-immigrant students from 
those countries just 60 days to leave 
the US.

The thinking behind the bill is a 
little unclear. It is apparently meant 
to “punish” countries that get on 
the State Department’s list. The 
guys who hijacked the airliners on 
September 11 and flew them into 
the Twin Towers came from Saudi 

Arabia and Yemen, neither of which 
is on the list, so the bill would not 
have kept them out.

Paranoia, 
arrogance

Paranoia? Definitely. And 
arrogance, too. A very unhealthy 
combination!

George W Bush seems totally 
unaware of the actual meaning 
of the speeches he reads off the 
autocue. Take the extraordinary 
one he made at the UN General 
Assembly on September 23:

“Events during the past two 
years”, intoned Bush, “have set 
before us the clearest of divides: 
Between those who seek order, and 
those who spread chaos; between 
those who work for peaceful 
change, and those who adopt the 
methods of gangsters; between 
those who honour the rights of man, 
and those who deliberately take the 
lives of men, and women, and chil-
dren, without mercy or shame”.

He is absolutely right, of 
course, but sees himself on the side 
of “those who seek order ... work 
for peaceful change ... and honour 
the rights of man”. Not many other 
people see him on that side.

Take “seeking order” vs 
“spreading chaos”. Immediately 
before Bush’s speech, UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan warned the 
General Assembly that pre-emptive 
war and unilateralism, two strat-
egies that Bush has embraced, 
threatened to destroy more than half 
a century of international order and 
spread the “lawless use of force”.

During the Iraq war, Bush glee-
fully posed as a gung ho fighter 
pilot, while real US airmen were 
deliberately killing thousands of 
Iraqi “men, women and children, 
without mercy or shame”.

And only someone whose 
thinking was seriously deformed 
could possibly confuse the Anglo-
US invasion of Iraq with “working 
for peaceful change”. It certainly 
smacks of “the methods of gang-
sters” to me. J

The talkative G-G
The US has George Bush, 
California has Schwarzenegger 
and Australia has Michael 
Jeffery. The new Governor-
General is part of a trend for 
extreme right-wingers to end 
up in high office, by one means 
or another.

However, like his overseas 
counterparts, the new G-G is prov-
ing something of an embarrassment. 
He pipes up at the most unexpected 
times – at his own swearing in 
ceremony and when the reshuffled 
Howard ministry was being sworn 
in and his out-of-place commentary 
on the challenges facing Australia at 
the present time.

It’s not just that he inflicts his 
“Christian” views on the public like 
some sort of tactless bull in a multi-
cultural china shop, he is a militarist 
who commanded Australian troops 
in Vietnam.

Unlike General Cosgrove, he 
doesn’t think that war was a mis-
take. Michael Jeffery is proud of 
his role in the war and holds to 
an unreconstructed cold warrior’s 
interpretation of its history.

The Vietnamese were the 
aggressors in that conflict for resist-
ing first the French and then the US 
occupation of their country. What is 
more unforgivable, the Vietnam beat 

both the French and the US colonial-
ists. Consequently, the Vietnamese 
deserve every hardship they have 
endured as a consequence of that 
effort – according to the G-G.

We shouldn’t be surprised, 
then, to read that the Queen’s 
representative revealed to a recent 
Canberra gathering that he is a 
supporter of pre-emptive strikes 
against “repressive regimes”. To 
cover his backside he wants the UN 
(in violation of its own charter) to 
do the dirty work in “potential or 
active trouble spots”.

But he shot this cover story to 
pieces when he backed Robert Hill’s 
push for an Aussie force that could 
operate globally alongside the US. 
He wants Australia’s armed forces 
deployed throughout the South 
Pacific region. He sees them serving 
alongside a host of other Aussie per-
sonnel, like police, administrators 
and professionals. In fact, Michael 
Jeffery is more than just a milita-
rist – he is a would-be colonialist. 
What’s more, he’s turning out to be 
a vocal one and lives in Government 
House.

I can recall some of Michael 
Jeffery’s predecessors being chas-
tised by the PM and his ilk when 
they took up political issues that 
came from the struggles of the 
Australian people. William Dean 
copped it regularly for allegedly 
straying beyond his duty to defend 

Aboriginal people from official 
attack.

This time around the Prime 
Minister appointed a person of his 
own ilk – a militarist, a conserva-
tive and someone who will say just 
exactly what Howard wants to hear.

Peter Hollingworth, another of 
Howard’s personal choices, brought 
the standing of G-G down to a low 
level. Michael Jeffery is likely to 
take the decline even further with 
his ultra-conservative views.

Bruce Gillman
Sydney

Real solutions
Israel and its supporters 
continually make statements 
that to stop Palestinian violence 
Israel must build a wall, that 
Arafat has to go into exile or 
that the Palestinian Authority 
has to repress and disarm the 
militants.

These are all Israeli distractions 
from the real crux of the problem. 
The only effective way to decrease 
Palestinian resistance and begin to 
resolve the Palestinian issues is for 
Israel to stop the occupation, with-
draw from the Palestinian territories 
and stop building illegal settlements 
there.

The Palestinian violence is a 
reaction to the Israeli occupation 

and violence. Any other so-called 
solutions to the conflict that negates 
this central fact are just pathetic side 
issues and delays while suffering on 
both sides continues.

Of course the reality is that 
Israeli leadership and their US 
backers are not interested in a just 
solution of the conflict, but in an 
Israeli imposed deal that perpetuates 
Israeli control.

Steven Katsineris
Victoria.

Worldwide
day of action
on October 25
The proposal of US peace 
organisations for an international 
demonstration on October 25 with 
the demand for the withdrawal 
of all troops from Iraq deserves 
serious consideration irrespective 
of their alignment.

At this time it is the central 
demand of the peace movement and 
for us it is also focused on the with-
drawal of Australian forces.

This demand comes at a crisis 
point for US imperialism with mili-
tary defeat in Iraq and Afghanistan 
by guerrilla forces. The US govern-
ment has the almost impossible task 
of getting troops from other coun-
tries to take over. Their economic 
crisis is deepening with a record 

government borrowing of US$47.4 
trillion and a record budget deficit 
of US$455 billion. To this is added 
the cost of the Iraq war of at least 
US$6.15 billion.

The rising value of the 
Australian dollar to a five-year high 
of US69c is because of the sinking 
of the US dollar relative to the Euro 
and other currencies.

The opposition to the war is 
sharpening in Britain with 100,000 
marching and in US tens of thou-
sands of wives of soldiers in Iraq 
harassing army bases demanding 
their men-folk be returned.

In Australia we must call for the 
return of our troops but also because 
of the cost – well over a billion dol-
lars in money and an even bigger 
cost in trade in the Middle East.

The turning back of the sheep 
ship looks more and more like a 
political rather than a veterinary 
decision. There were no trucks 
ready to take them off and Egypt 
refused to transit them through the 
Suez Canal.

Of course, every opportunity 
must be taken to protest at the visit 
of President Bush under the slogan 
NOT WANTED in Australia. But it 
should not override or obscure the 
key demand of NOT WANTED in 
Iraq to be focused worldwide on 
October 25.

Vic Williams
WA

LETTERS

The sign reads – “The gringos(US) put in the weapons and Colombia puts in the dead bodies”

Culture
& Life
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The Gaelic Club, like all clubs, is required to have non members sign in.
To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.

Inq: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737, 
jol@pnc.com.au PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554

www.politicsinthepub.org

I have not seen the eight-part 
drama series Napoleon (SBS 
7.30pm Sundays) but some idea 
of the line it takes can be gleaned 
from the write up provided by 
SBS: “He stirred nationalism, 
promoted Liberalism and 
envisioned a Europe united 
under one law and one rule.

“Napoleon Bonaparte lived his 
life by his motto ‘everything for 
the French people’ ”. That’s why he 
invited them all to come and live 
with him in his palace, I suppose.

Actually, of course, he didn’t do 
that. What he did do was to betray 
the Revolution he was charged 
with protecting and make himself 
Emperor, replacing the rule of the 
French people he so revered with 
his own dictatorial rule.

In the process he gave his name 
to the tendency of some military 
leaders to want to become the politi-
cal leaders as well, usually leading a 
coup against popular rule. It’s called 
a Napoleonic tendency, and the term 
is not a compliment.

If you allow for the bias, this 
could still be an impressive series: 
It has an impressive cast includ-
ing Christian Clavier as Napoleon, 
Isabella Rossellini as Josephine, 
Gerard Depardieu and John 
Malkovich.

Suitably lavish, it features 
authentic battle reconstructions, 
extracts from diaries, letters and 
memoirs, maps and rare images to 
help document the rise and fall of 
this extraordinary life.

Napoleon figures promi-
nently in another program 

this week, the first episode of the 
five part series Meet the Ancestors 
(SBS 8.30pm Sundays). Like pre-
vious programs under this title, the 

new series deals with archeological 
excavations of the relatively recent 
past.

In the first episode, Napoleon’s 
Lost Army, the first ever mass 
grave of Napoleon’s Grand Army 
is unearthed by building workers on 
the outskirts of Vilnius, Lithuania in 
2002. The grave is found to contain 
French soldiers who perished on the 
retreat from Moscow in 1812, dead 
not from battle, but as a result of 
cold, starvation, exhaustion and the 
arrogance of Napoleon.

The German entertainment 
world’s infatuation with 

cross-dressing, which influenced the 
performances of Marlene Dietrich in 
the films of Josef Von Sternberg for 
example, received one of its most 
explicit workouts in the 1934 musi-
cal comedy Viktor Und Viktoria, 
the story of a young actress who 
does not find success until she pre-
tends to be a man impersonating 
a woman. The original, which has 
rhymed dialogue, was screened on 
SBS a few years ago.

The year after it appeared, the 
Gaumont Studio in Britain remade 
it as a vehicle for Jessie Matthews, 
under the title First A Girl (ABC 
4.30am Monday). Nothing risqué 
or suggestive was permitted, 
however.

The cleaned up adaptation is 
generally described with words like 
“slight” or “innocuous”.

If you have not yet caught one 
of the episodes of the real life 

casualty ward documentary series 
Trauma: Life In The E.R. (ABC 
10.55pm Wednesdays) you should 
make the effort. Each one is set in 
the Emergency Room of a different 
US hospital.

Video journalists work shoul-
der to shoulder with the men and 
women on the hospital staff, giving 
you a very genuine look at the 
triumphs and tragedies, pain and 
despair and joy and relief that makes 
up a shift in the ER.

It makes all those hospit-
al dramas look so very tame. 
This week’s episode, Going The 
Distance is set in Albuquerque.

The unsucessful private eye 
series Hawkins returns this 

week (ABC 11.25pm Thursdays). 
Robert Lindsay and Elizabeth 
McGovern star, but the problem is 
not the cast, or even the plots. It’s 
the silly basic contrivance of the 
situation.

Luke Hawkins is a disaffected 
philosophy lecturer, “who by night 
leads a double life as a private 
investigator”. He keeps this secret 
from all who know him, including 
his wife (McGovern).

What kind of private investiga-
tor can function in secret, let alone 
mainly at night? Why was the series 
saddled with such a restrictive 
concept anyway? It is so unneces-

sary and makes the plotting overly 
contrived.

This week’s Friday Night 
Drama (SBS 8.30pm 

Fridays) is Roy Höllsdotter Live. 
It’s about a successful stand-up 
comic in Melbourne whose life and 
career start to unravel when his girl-
friend Cate dumps him.

Even Roy’s best mate Simmo 
starts to think Roy is turning into 
a “weirdo stalker” when he takes 
to waiting for Cate every night in 
a rundown souvlaki bar – to photo-
graph her as she drives past.

The material sounds a little thin, 
more like something that should 
affect the plot of a movie rather than 
be the plot. Nevertheless, writer/
director Matthew Saville won an 
AWGIE (Australian Writers’ Guild 
Award) for Best Original Screenplay 
for this drama.

The cast is headed by Darren 
Casey as Roy, Luke Elliott as 
Simmo, Asher Keddie as Cate 
and John Clarke as the boss of 
the Comedy Club where Roy 
performs.

Ever since her performance 
as a monocle-toting gold-

digging chorus girl in Golddiggers 
of 1933, Ginger Rogers had been 
adept at portraying no-nonsense 
working class girls. In the late 
’thirties and early ’forties she was 
obviously part of Hollywood’s left 
wing crowd.

In the spritely 1941 RKO 
comedy Tom, Dick And Harry 
(ABC 2.00pm Saturday), she 
plays a young woman wooed by 
three beaux, who can’t make up her 

mind which to choose. In the end 
she turns down money in favour of 
sticking with the working class.

Directed by Garson Kanin from 
an Oscar-nominated script by Paul 
Jarrico, the film was described by 
Otis Ferguson, critic for the New 
Republic as “foot by foot, the best 
made picture of this year”.

Dorothy Arzner was the most 
successful woman direc-

tor Hollywood ever had, but that 
doesn’t say all that much, because 
Hollywood didn’t exactly encourage 
women directors.

After editing the bullfight 
sequence in Valentino’s Blood And 
Sand, she moved on to become 
an established director of films 
with major stars. But although she 
was perfectly capable of handling 
any type of film, the moguls of 
Hollywood (all male) seemed to 
think she would be best suited 
directing “women’s pictures”.

After a couple of decades of 
that she went into teaching and 
became an academic at USC. 
This week’s Katharine Hepburn 
film Christopher Strong (ABC 
10.20pm Saturday) was Arzner’s 
twelfth film, and only Hepburn’s 
second.

Under Arzner’s skilled direction 
Hepburn gives, in the words of the 
American Film Institute in 1977, 
“an intriguing, individualistic per-
formance as a headstrong aviatrix in 
love with a married man”.

Her co-stars are Colin Clive 
and Billie Burke (Glinda, the Good 
Witch of the North in The Wizard 
of Oz). J
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Rogers sticking with the working class (Tom, Dick and Harry)

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS
public television

programs
Sun October 19 ~
~ Sat October 25

Sydney

Politics in the Pub
Every Friday night 6pm – 7.45pm

Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills
(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)

Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

October 17
AUSTRALIA IN ASIA-PACIFIC:

WHAT DO THEY THINK OF US?
Fr Tom Rouse, Columbian Missionary, Pacific;

Dr Allison Broinowski, Visiting Fellow,
faculty of Asian studies, ANU, former Aust diplomat

October 24
TERTIARY EDUCATION: THE VANDALS STRIKE AGAIN

Dr Carolyn Alport, President National Tertiary Education Union;
Gerard Noonan, Education Editor, Sydney Morning Herald

October 31
AUSTRALIA-US FAIR TRADE AGREEMENT:

WITH BONDAGE AND DISCIPLINE
Doug Cameron, National Secretary, AMWU;

Colin Friels, actor & activist;
Senator Kerry Nettle, Greens.

Sydney
International Year of Fresh Water
ME NAM: RIVERS
Photograph exhibition exposing  efforts to 
control our water resources, and a celebration of 
waterways & community activism to protect them.

Exhibition runs October 7-17
NSW Parliament House
Weekdays 9.00am-4.30pm

Artists include: Paul Blackmore, Gordon Undy, 
Peter Solness, Ruby Davies, Vince Lovecchio,
Maylei Hunt, Daniela Guerra, Japan’s Yoshiaki 
Murayama and Taiwan’s Hong Tien-Jun. Water pipes, Bombay, India, 2001 - Paul Blackmore
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BUSH’S PAST WORK EXPERIENCE:
• I bought an oil company, but couldn’t find any oil in 

Texas. The company went bankrupt shortly after I sold 
all my stock.

• I bought the Texas Rangers baseball team in a 
sweetheart deal that took and used taxpayer’s money. 
Biggest move: Traded Sammy Sosa to the Chicago 
Cubs.

• With my father’s help (and his name) was elected 
Governor of Texas.

BUSH’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
• I changed pollution laws for power and oil companies 

and made Texas the most polluted state in the Union.
• I replaced Los Angeles with Houston as the most 

smog-ridden city in America.
• I cut taxes and bankrupted the Texas Government to 

the tune of billions in borrowed money.
• I set the record for most executions by any Governor 

in American history.
• I became President after losing the popular vote 

by over 500,000 votes, with the help of my father’s 
appointments to the Supreme Court.

BUSH’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS AS PRESIDENT:
• I attacked two countries.
• I spent the surplus and bankrupted the treasury.
• I shattered the record for the biggest annual deficit in 

history.
• I set the economic record for the most private 

bankruptcies filed in any 12 month period.
• In my first year in office I set the all-time record for 

most days on vacation by any President in US history.
• After taking the entire month of August off for 

vacation, I presided over the worst security failure in 
US history.

• In my first two years in office over 3 million Americans 
lost their jobs.

• I cut unemployment benefits for more out-of-work 
Americans than any President in US history.

• I appointed more convicted criminals to administration 
positions than any President in US history.

• I set the record for the least amount of press 
conferences than any President since the advent of 
television.

• I signed more laws and executive orders amending 
the Constitution than any President in US history.

• I presided over the biggest energy crises in US 
history and refused to intervene when corruption was 
revealed.

• I presided over the highest gasoline prices in US 
history and refused to use the national reserves as 
past Presidents have.

• I cut healthcare benefits for war veterans.
• I set the all-time record for most people worldwide to 

simultaneously take to the streets to protest against 
me (15 million people), shattering the record for 
protests against any person in the history of mankind.

• I dissolved more international treaties than any 
President in US history.

• Members of my cabinet are the richest of any 
administration in US history. (The “poorest” 
multimillionaire, Condoleeza Rice has a Chevron oil 
tanker named after her).

• I am the first President in US history to have all 50 
states of the Union simultaneously go bankrupt.

• I presided over the biggest corporate stock market 
fraud of any market in any country in the history of
the world.

• I ordered a US attack and military occupation of a 
sovereign nation, and I did so against the will of the 
United Nations and the world community.

• I created the largest government department 
bureaucracy in the history of the United States.

• I set the all-time record for biggest annual budget 
spending increases, more than any President in US 
history.

• I am the first President in US history to have the 
United Nations remove the US from the UN Human 
Rights Commission.

• I removed more checks and balances, and have the 
least amount of congressional oversight than any 
Presidential administration in US history.

• I withdrew from the World Court of Law.
• I refused to allow inspectors access to US prisoners 

of war and by default no longer abide by the Geneva 
Conventions.

• I am the first President in US history to refuse United 
Nations election inspectors (during the 2002 US 
elections).

• I am the all-time US (and world) record holder for 
most corporate campaign donations. My biggest 
lifetime campaign contributor, who is also one of 
my best friends, presided over one of the largest 
corporate bankruptcy frauds in world history (Kenneth 
Lay, former CEO of Enron Corporation).

• I spent more money on polls and focus groups than 
any President in US history.

• I am the first President to run and hide when the US 
came under attack (and then lied saying the enemy 
had the code to Air Force 1)

• I am the first US President to establish a secret 
shadow government.

• I took the biggest world sympathy for the US after 
9/11, and in less than a year made the US the most 
resented country in the world.

• I, with a policy of “disengagement”, created the most 
hostile Israeli-Palestine relations in at least 30 years.

• I am the first US President in history to have a 
majority of the people of Europe (71%) view my 
presidency as the biggest threat to world peace and 
stability.

• I changed US policy to allow convicted criminals to be 
awarded government contracts.

• I set an all-time record for the number of 
administration appointees who violated US law by not 
selling huge investments in corporations bidding for 
government contracts.

• In the 18 months following the 9/11 attacks, I have 
successfully prevented any public investigation into 
the biggest security failure in the history of the United 
States.

• I removed more freedoms and civil liberties for 
Americans than any other President in US history.

• In a little over two years I created the most divided 
country in decades, possibly the most divided the US 
has ever been since the civil war.

BUSH’S RECORDS AND REFERENCES:
• I have at least one conviction for drunk driving in 

Maine (Texas driving record has been erased and is 
not available).

• I was AWOL from the National Guard and deserted 
the military during a time of war.

• I refused to take a drug test or even answer any 
questions about drug use.

• All records of my tenure as governor of Texas have 
been spirited away to my father’s library, sealed in 
secrecy and unavailable for public view.

• All records of any SEC investigations into my insider 
trading or bankrupt companies are sealed in secrecy 
and unavailable for public view.

• All the minutes of board meetings of public 
corporations where I served are sealed in secrecy and 
unavailable for public view.

• Any records or minutes from meetings I (or my V-P) 
attended regarding public energy policy are sealed in 
secrecy and unavailable for public review.

• For personal references please speak to my daddy 
or uncle James Baker (They can be reached at their 
offices of the Carlyle Group – a global arms dealer)

(This resumé is a shortened version of the original
by journalist Kelley Kramer) J

Oh! You better watch out,
you better not try . . . 
to protest or shout,
I’m telling you why:

George Dubya Bush is coming to town!

He knows if you are with him.
He knows if you’re against.

He says there is no middle ground - 
No sitting on the fence.

He’s making a list,
He’s checking it twice,

gonna find out who’s evil or nice.
George Dubya Bush is coming to town!

He didn’t go to Vietnam.
He sent others to Iraq.

But he’s coming to Australia,
To pat Howard on the back.

Oh! You better take pause,
you better not speak.

New ASIO laws,
Leave you up shit creek.

George Dubya Bush is coming to town!

George sees you when you’re sleeping,
He knows when you’re awake.

He knows when you’ve been left or right,
so be right for goodness sake!

Oh! You better watch out,
you better not try . . . 
to protest or shout,
I’m telling you why:

George Dubya Bush is coming to town!

By Linda and Kati

This cretin is coming to town.
Give him a hot welcomeResume of George W Bush

Say “NO” to Bush’s visit!

Muster at Prince Alfred Park
(Walk south from Central down to Chalmers St)

SUNDAY 19  OCTOBER 2-4pm

Speakers & entertainment
“Creative Ridicule” competition
Rewards for best placard ($100)

and best display

Organised by the Sydney
Peace and Justice Coalition

For more info phone Hannah 0418 668 098

NOT WANTED!

Stop Bush Rallies
George Bush will be addressing

the Australian parliament on
Thursday, October  23.

Adelaide
Friday October 24

From 4 pm onwards 
(speakers from 5 pm)

Parliament House Steps

For further information.
NOWAR 0416 116 532

Perth
Thursday October 23

5pm
Forrest Place, City
Perth No War Alliance
info: ph 08 9218 9608
 or www.nwawa.org


