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The actions were in defence of 
the public education system. They 
targeted state Labor governments 
who they accused of colluding to 
keep wages down in the face of a 
national teacher shortage.

NSW
Indications from around the 

State are that support for the 
stoppage was the highest ever with 
many schools reporting 100 per 
cent of teachers out.

More than 20,000 NSW 
public school and TAFE teachers 
converged on Parliament House to 
condemn the State Government’s 
“despicable” pay offer and deliver 
thousands of letters demanding 
salary increases.

Chanting “we are here, we are 
strong, your three per cent is just 
plain wrong”, the teachers marched 
from Hyde Park.

The teachers have launched a 
case for a 25 percent wage increase. 
Higher wages are necessary to 
attract new teachers and retain the 
present workforce.

NSW Teachers’ Federation 
President Maree O’Halloran said 
if they failed to win their case, or 
if a significant pay rise was funded 
by making cuts elsewhere in the 
education budget, teachers were 
ready and willing to stage further 
strikes next year.

“If there’s not the outcome 
that public education needs, then 
action is more than likely from the 
beginning of the 2004 school year”, 
Ms O’Halloran told reporters.

Victoria
At the same time as the action 

in NSW, 10,000 teachers and 
support staff filled the Vodafone 
Arena in Melbourne. They vowed 
to continue their campaign for 
wage justice and quality education 
services.

They voted unanimously in 
support of a resolution demand-
ing that state and territory Labor 
Governments honour their electoral 

commitments to make public educa-
tion a “number one priority”.

Australian Education Union 
(AEU) Victorian President, Mary 
Bluett, told the mass meeting of 
teachers that the dispute had an 
historical significance.

Ms Bluett said it was the first 
time that teachers had engaged in 
a national strike. She said it was 
also the first time that primary and 
secondary teachers, pre-school 
teachers, support staff and princi-
pals had united in a campaign to 
defend the future and quality of 
public education.

The meeting condemned state 
and territory treasurers for agreeing 
to cap public sector salary increases 
to inflation.

The Victorian Government offer 
of a 2.25 per cent wage increase 
with an additional 0.75 productiv-
ity payment was “an insult”, AEU 
Victorian branch Secretary, Ann 
Taylor, told the meeting.

Western Australia
West Australian public school 

teachers held a half-day stoppage, 
vowing to escalate industrial action 
in their pursuit of a 30 percent pay 
claim.

About 7000 teachers attended 
a stop-work meeting at Subiaco 
Oval.

WA teachers are seeking a 30 
percent pay rise over three years, 
while the government has offered 
rises of up to 14.3 per cent over 
two-and-a-half years.

Their meeting endorsed an 
ongoing campaign of rolling 
stoppages, including a possible 
statewide strike in the fourth term, 
which begins next month, and 
a rally at Parliament House on 
September 24.

AEU National and WA 
President Pat Byrne said teachers 
would also escalate their political 
campaign, targeting all sitting 
members of State Parliament.

Ms Byrne said about 70 percent 
of WA teachers had walked off the 
job, and she hoped their actions had 

The historic action last week by teachers in defence of 
Australia’s public schools was a resounding success. An 
estimated 100,000 teachers took part in the co-ordinated 
strike in NSW, Victoria and Western Australia.
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PROTEST AGAINST BUTCHER BUSH
On Sunday October 19 say “NO” to Bush’s visit

And the killing continues 
under the US occupation of Iraq as 
the Bush Government attempts to 
open up Iraq’s economy to allow its 
corporate mates to loot, plunder and 
exploit the country’s labour, oil and 
financial institutions.

Iraq, and before that Afghan-
istan, are the first outrages in the 
plans of the administration of 

George W Bush for an endless war 
that threatens the whole world. The 
Bush administration has, since its 
inception, pursued unilateral actions 
with a war machine that outstrips 
the rest of the world combined.

It has scrapped all international 
agreements and armament treaties 
that in any way hindered its ambi-
tions for global domination. Its ar-

rogant decision, with the backing of 
the Blair and Howard Governments, 
to launch a “pre-emptive” attack on 
Iraq has ushered in a dangerous new 
period in world affairs.

Having failed to buy, bully or 
blackmail its way to a majority vote 
on the UN Security Council, the 
US and its cohorts in crime chose 
the path to aggression with utter 
disregard for world public opinion 
and international law.

Begin making your placards 
and banners now. There will be 
$100 reward for the best placard 
and best display. The message to 
Bush is: “NOT WANTED!”

Begin organising in your lo-
cal peace committee, trade union, 
church or community group for 
Bush’s visit. Make it the biggest 
protest ever! J

Mass murderer George Bush is coming to Australia next 
month to thank his partner in crime, Prime Minister 
John Howard, for deceiving the Australian people. Just 
as Bush deceived the American people and British PM 
Tony Blair deceived the British people, Howard lied to 
defend his Government’s commitment of Australia to an 
act of barbarism, a crime against humanity. Their illegal 
and immoral war, begun in March this year, took the lives 
of more than 10,000 innocent Iraqis.

IN THE NAME OF WORLD PEACE,
ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 19 COME TO

PRINCE ALFRED PARK, SYDNEY, AT 2PM
AND SAY “NO” TO THE VISIT OF GEORGE 

W BUSH, THE BUTCHER OF WASHINGTON.
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BOOKSHELF
Socialism and Religion $3 (p&p $1)
By Marx, Engels and Lenin
This booklet includes an article by Lenin entitled “Socialism and 
Religion” and extracts from articles written by Marx and Engels 
on religion and the origins of Christianity. This is a very valuable 
collection of articles if one is to understand the relationship 
between socialism and religion and the origins of Christianity.

The Brisbane Line: A Reappraisal $45 (p&p $2.50)
By Drew Cottle
In a review of this book labour historian Rowan Cahill says: “The 
political and economic tour of pre-World War II Australia that Cottle 
takes the reader on, casts light on some dark places in the national 
soul, and rattles skeletons in the closet of the ruling class”.
Essential reading for everyone who wants to know the facts about 
the Brisbane Line.

Heroic Struggle, Bitter Defeat $15 (p&p $2.50)
By Bahman Azad
Arguably the best analysis yet published outlining the factors 
contributing to the dismantling of the Soviet Union. (185 pages)

Zimbabwe. The struggle for land, the struggle for 
independence $5 (p&p $2)
By Rob Gowland
This booklet is very timely. It asks: “Why this sudden assault on 
Mugabe?” and explains that at the time of independence, 5200 
white settler farmers owned most of the productive land and the 
4.5 million black peasants were confined to the infertile “tribal 
lands” that they had been forced to live on by the racist colonial 
regime. This booklet of 94 pages contains many facts many of 
which are never mentioned by those running the anti-Mugabe 
campaign.

Order from
SPA Books, 65 Campbell Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010.
Payment by Cheque, Money Order or Credit Card giving the name 
on the card, the card number, the type of card and the expiry date.

Brian Parker, Assistant Secretary 
of the CFMEU(Construction & 
General Division) NSW Branch; 
Brett Gaye, Senior Delegate, 
CFMEU (Construction & General) 
NSW Branch; Ian Latham, Barrister; 
Shaun Kerrigan, Barrister; and Paul 
Lynch MP, Member for Liverpool 
have all travelled to Colombia as 
international observers of the trial. 
All are from Sydney.

The focus of the Bring Them 
Home Campaign is the Colombian 
Government. The Colombian 
Government needs to know that the 
world is watching how fairly and 
independently their judicial system 
operates. We are asking that Judge 
Acosta be permitted to make his 
judgement based on the evidence, 
free from political or military pres-
sure from Colombia or any outside 
influences.

The evidence is clearly on the 
side of Connolly, McCauley and 
Monaghan. Based on the evidence it 
provided at trial, the prosecution has 
no case with regards to the principle 
charge of training FARC military. 

The following points should be 
noted:

a. the men were arrested in 
August 2001 at El Dorado Airport, 
Bogota. The most serious charge 
is that they were members of 
the IRA training members of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia or FARC.

b. the three had travelled to 
Colombia to observe the ongoing 
peace process and to share their 
experiences of the Irish peace pro-
cess. Peace advocates from around 
the world, including political lead-
ers and human rights activists have 
travelled to Colombia for the same 
purpose.

c. the prosecution’s case is 
filled with inconsistencies and 
allegations refuted by clear video 
evidence, testimony from credible 
defence witnesses, including the 
First Secretary of the Irish Embassy 
in Mexico, and authenticated affi-
davits placing the three elsewhere 
when they were supposedly training 
the FARC.

d. the forensics do not sup-

port the case. Dr Keith Borer, an 
experienced forensic scientist who 
has previously given evidence in 
the prosecutions of IRA members, 
examined all the materials and 
stated in court that there is no foren-
sic evidence against the men.

e. Dr Borer also testified that 
the FARC are well in advance tech-
nically of the IRA. There would be 
no point in the IRA trying to train 
the FARC. J 
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PRESS FUND 
Last week White House emissary Colin Powell visited Halabja in Iraq, 
to honour the memory of 5000 Kurds who died 15 years ago in a chemi-
cal weapons attack ordered by Saddam Hussein. Powell neglected to 
mention that in a deal organised by current US Secretary for Defence, 
Donald Rumsfeld, the US itself supplied the weapons for this terri-
ble act of genocide. If they’d been used against the Iranians, as the US 
expected, we might never have heard of it. We try to reveal somewhat 
more of the truth than you get in the commercial media! This week we 
offer our sincere thanks to all those who contributed to the Press Fund, 
as follows:
T Bartlett $100, R Kennett $12, Phyllis Johnson $20, “Round Figure” 
$8.
This week’s total: $140.  Progressive total: $8535

The Colombia Three
Bring Them Home CampaignIntervention & stand-over in PNG

Australia’s interventionist, neo-colonialist and stand-over of 
Papua New Guinea and other Pacific Island nations took another step 
last week with the visit of Foreign Minister Downer to Port Moresby. 
He apparently succeeded in foisting upon the PNG Foreign Minister 
an agreement that could lead to the posting to PNG of at least 200 
Australian police and the virtual takeover of PNG Government 
departments by Australian bureaucrats.

The Government’s step followed the publication in August of a 
Senate Inquiry report into Australia’s relations with PNG and other 
Pacific Island nations. The Senate Committee that conducted the in-
quiry, with three Labor Party Senators among its six members, made 
no declaration of support for the sovereignty of these states.

Its principle recommendation called for the establishment of a 
“Pacific economic and political community” which could involve 
establishing a common currency “preferably based on the Australian 
dollar” and a “common labour market and common budgetary and 
fiscal standards”.

The report makes clear that the economic policies already foisted 
on all the Pacific Island states that have already had disastrous con-
sequences are to continue.

In its submission to the Senate Inquiry the ACTU at least recog-
nises this truth. It said: “The IMF/World Bank policies which have 
lead to the privatisation program relating to PNG airlines, harbour 
facilities, the national bank, and water and electricity utilities … 
have not achieved the stabilising economic, political or social results 
promised”. Unfortunately the ACTU did not offer the Committee any 
alternative policy proposals.

The Australian Government’s policies are to be enforced by the 
use of Australian police, financial bureaucrats, auditors and possibly 
military force as is already happening in the Solomon Islands. One 
daily newspaper report warns that, “If left alone, PNG may require 
military intervention…”

Last week’s “negotiations” were accompanied by threats that 
Australian aid would be cut. A Sydney Morning Herald article said “A 
senior Australian Government source admitted some aid programs 
may be cut if PNG did not agree to the initiatives [of the Australian 
Government]”.

The real value of Australian aid has been seriously challenged 
by PNG’s Prime Minister Michael Somare and by PNG’s National 
Planning Minister Sinai Brown who says that most of the aid was 
returning to Australia. Australian managers, contractors and equip-
ment are brought in for specific projects, and then flown out upon 
completion, overlooking local communities, he said.

Oxfam in a recent statement said that eight cases investigated 
by it showed that Australian-listed mining companies operating 
in Indonesia, PNG, the Philippines and Peru had contributed to 
increased conflict and instability in local communities.

“We have communities that have complaints in terms of the use of 
security forces against them involving violence or even in some cases, 
killings”, said Oxfam spokeswoman Ingrid Macdonald. “We have 
complaints about forcible relocation from land and evictions without 
compensation”.

The Australian Government on the one hand raises the spectre of 
“transnational crime”, the use of the Island states as terrorist havens, 
and the alleged corruption in their police and governments and 
claims that Australia’s intentions are to “help”, “assist” and “protect 
their security and stimulate their economies”.

These bland statements of good intentions are contradicted by 
the reality. “Transnational crime” is in fact being committed by the 
Australian, Japanese, Malaysian, French and other corporations that 
are ripping out the mineral resources of the island states, despoiling 
their timber resources without regard for the environment and steal-
ing the land of the Indigenous people.

The consequence is the impoverishment of the people, massive 
unemployment, displacement from land and the breakup of com-
munities.

There is much noise being made by Australian politicians about 
“good governance”. The Senate Inquiry report says, “Current 
good governance programs are often based on Western modes 
which downplay the significant rights entrenched in many Pacific 
Constitutions.” The report then proceeds to ignore this statement 
and calls for the establishment of institutions identical to those in 
Australia and arrogantly declares that, “If these mechanisms are in 
place, law and order will emerge”.

The report also says, “It is essential that public sector reform 
is carried out in conjunction with programs to assist private sector 
development”.

And that’s what it is all about – securing the interests of the big 
private corporations while privatising public sector enterprises and 
services. Such policies will only, as they have done elsewhere, worsen 
the situation for the people of the island states.

The juryless trial, before a single Colombian judge, of three Irish 
nationals, Niall Connolly, Martin McCauley and James Monaghan 
began on October 4, 2002 and concluded on August 1, 2003 after 
seven adjournments. Judge Acosta has reserved judgement and 
his verdict is expected soon, possibly in October.

WHAT CAN
YOU DO?

Write to them!
The Colombian Consulate

in Sydney at
Consul-General of Colombia
Level 12, 100 Walker Street

NORTH SYDNEY 2060
or via email at 

csydney@netpro.net.au.

Or the Colombian Embassy
in Canberra at

Embassy of Colombia
Colombia House Building

Level 2,
101 Northbourne Avenue

TURNER ACT 2612

Thank you for your help

Correction
In the last issue of The Guardian the article 
on page 12 concerning the Auburn Dental 
Health Clinic indicated referred to Suna as a 
contact for the CPA. This was incorrect. Suna 
is a contact for the residents’ committee. The 
Guardian apologises for this mistake.

When 
you’ve finished 

this issue share it 
with someone else.

Help The Guardian
get around. Pass it on! Pass it 

on
! 

Pa
ss

 it
 on

! 
Pass it on! Pass it on! 
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AUSTRALIA

Genetically-modified food introduced by stealth

by Peter Mac

This applies in particular to food 
produced using genetic engineer-
ing (GE). Deficiencies in current 
Australian labelling laws mean that 
not all GE-affected food compo-
nents have to be identified. Moves 
to introduce more stringent forms of 
labelling were previously blocked 
by the Howard Government. As a 
result, some poultry, pork and edible 
oils containing genetically modified 
(GM) components are now being 
sold without any public warnings.

Genetic engineering is used by 
the monopoly agribusinesses and 
food corporations that dominate the 
food industry, principally to control 
the food cycle and maximise profits. 
It is not used to improve the health 
of the consumer.

Genetic engineering as prac-
ticed by the transnational food 
corporations has been described as 
“An uncontrolled experiment with 
nature”.

As the environmental activ-
ist group Greenpeace pointed out: 
“Unlike traditional breeding pro-
cesses, GE takes genes from one life 
form and crosses them with those 
of another. Genes from bacteria, 
viruses, plants and animals have 
been inserted into soybeans, canola, 
corn and cotton to grow experimen-
tal crops.

“These crops … are processed 
into foods and sold all over the 
world. They are bought by us and 
served up on our plates. Right now, 
millions of Australians are eating 
GE foods, without realising it.”

The potentially adverse impacts 
of consuming GM products include 
the increased risk of genetic birth 
defects and other potentially serious 
health problems.

For example, the introduction 
of antibiotic-resistance in GE crops 
may in time lead to the evolution 
of antibiotic-resistant bacteria that 
will attack human beings. Some 
new GM soybean crops are immune 
to the adverse effects of insecticide 
sprays, which increases the risk of 
consumption of pesticide residues. 
The food magnates have even intro-
duced certain new corn crops that 
produce their own insecticide!

The use of GM technology 
makes excellent economic sense 
for the major agribusiness and food 
corporations, and has been strongly 
backed by them. Some of the big-
gest names in the food business 
openly use genetically modified 
components, or refuse to say wheth-
er they use them or not. According 
to Greenpeace, they include Arnotts, 
Cadburys, Coca-cola, Coles’ and 
Woolworths’ house brands, Golden 
Circle and Nestles.

The small amount of testing 
that has been carried out on geneti-
cally modified (GM) foods to date 
has almost all been initiated by the 
food companies themselves, and the 
results have rarely been published 
for peer review.

The little that has been published 
has been reviewed by the organisa-
tion Food Standards Australia and 
New Zealand. They concluded that 
the tests were inadequate, that GE 

foods have never been tested on 
humans, and that some foods have 
not even been tested on animals.

There is a very strong movement 
among consumers against the 
introduction of GM food products, 
based on the healthily sceptical 
belief that business will do whatever 
they can to enhance their profit 
level, even if involves producing 
unhealthy food.

This has been nowhere better 
illustrated than in the case of 
food “aid” which the US govern-
ment recently offered to Nigeria. 
Apparently one string attached to 
this offer was that the food would 
be genetically modified. This rev-
elation led to a widespread belief 
that the US Government was actu-
ally using an entire third world 
population as guinea pigs to test the 
effects of consumption of GE food 
products.

This impression was confirmed 
when the Bush administration 
displayed extreme hostility to the 
Nigerian Government over its sub-
sequent rejection of the offer.

The GE companies claim loudly 
that their products are needed to 
feed the third world. However, as 
Greenpeace pointed out: “Hunger 
and starvation are the result of 
inequitable distribution of food 
– a political and economic problem. 
Genetic engineering will further 
corporate control over food produc-
tion and may even make problems 
of hunger worse, by denying farm-
ers in developing countries access 
to seeds.”

And the GE companies them-
selves are extremely aggressive in 
implanting their production and 
marketing strategies. A Canadian 
farmer was recently sued by 
Monsanto for the “use” of GE seeds 
that had contaminated fields he was 
trying to retain as GE free!

However, things are not pro-
gressing the way they would 
prefer. The food industry differs 
significantly from, say, the tobacco 
industry, which could only imple-
ment a proper “healthy products” 
policy by voluntarily putting itself 
out of business. The option of using 
healthy products, what Greenpeace 
and others call “true food”, is still 
available to the food industry, even 
if it means paying a little extra for 
the raw materials.

Pressure from environmental 
and consumer groups, and the pro-
duction of publications such as the 
True Food Guide, has led a number 

of food producers to adopt a GM-
free policy, and others are nervously 
hastening to follow their lead.

Conservation of the environment 
has emerged as one of the great 
battlegrounds of the modern age. 
An increasing number of people are 
becoming involved in that struggle, 
and are becoming politicised as a 
result of the experience.

And nowhere is that experience 
more personally felt than in the 
struggle to ensure that the very food 
we eat is actually good for us, and 
not simply good for lining the pock-
ets of the conglomerates that offer it 
for sale. J

“You are what you eat”, the old ads used to say, implying that if 
you ate healthy food you’d be healthy yourself. The trouble is, 
of course, that we only know what’s healthy from centuries of 
experience, and from scientific evaluation. And nowadays plenty of 
food on supermarket shelves contains new and unidentified forms 
of ingredients that have not been evaluated properly or at all.

Students and staff brace themselves 
for higher education attacks

by Dora Anthony
Effectively it will introduce a 

user-pays system to compensate for 
the $5 billion the government has 
taken out of education since 1996, 
with no guaranteed improvements. 
Indeed, one immediate impact 
would be a cut in university places 
in NSW by 1300. That would inevi-
tably result in job losses and course 
cuts.

Dr Nelson tabled the legislation 
just hours after the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and 
Development released a critical 
report, saying Australia had the 
second worst growth in univer-
sity enrolment rates between 1995 
and 2001. The OECD average 
increase was four times higher than 
Australia’s. Between 1995 and 2000 
Australia’s public investment in 
universities declined by 11 per cent 
– more than any other country in the 
OECD. (Sydney Morning Herald: 
18 September)

The Federal Senate, with the 
balance of power held by Greens, 
Democrats and independents, is a 

major obstacle for the Coalition 
Government’s legislation. The 
Coalition is intent to implement the 
legislation with full force.

It has made few compromises 
with the other parties since the ini-
tial proposal was made earlier this 
year. It is likely to add the higher 
education legislation to a package 
of other Bills rejected by the Senate 
and use a double dissolution to get 
the legislation through.

In the meantime, students 
and staff are organising to place 
pressure on the government, 
the Senate Inquiry into Higher 
Education Funding and complicit 
university executives. “Richer” 
universities have supported the 
legislation’s passage in order to 
increase their opportunities to 
capitalise on a two-tier education 
system.

A rally under the banner of 
“Free Education” was organised 
for Monday 22 September at the 
University of Western Sydney 
– one of the “poorer” universities 
with a high proportion of students 

from lower socio-economic back-
grounds. It would be detrimentally 
affected by the legislation and is the 
only university, so far, to officially 
oppose the proposed changes.

The Senate Inquiry, which 
began on September 22 will conduct 
hearings for two weeks. Its hearings 
will be met with demonstrations 
across Australia.

Senators will be lobbied, 
to ensure the legislation is not 
passed.  Labor, the Greens and 
the Democrats have indicated that 
they will vote against the legisla-
tion. There are four independents, 
Senators Lees, Harradine, Harris 
and Murphy, who then hold the bal-
ance of power to pass or block the 
Bill. J

Last week the Federal Government’s Higher Education legislation, 
based on the Nelson Review, was tabled in Federal Parliament. It 
entails an overhaul of public education as we know it. If passed 
it would see deregulation of HECS, allowing universities to lift 
fees by 30 percent, doubling the number of places for full-fee 
paying students, more corporate governance of universities, the 
introduction of “Voluntary Student Unionism” and major setbacks 
for industrial relations.

For further information 
on protests and 

lobbying, see the 
website of Greens 

Senator, Kerry Nettle: 
www.kerrynettle.org.au
For information regarding 
the Senate Inquiry visit:

www.aph.gov.au/
Senate/committee/

eet_ctte/uni_finances/
index.htm 
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The Finance Sector Union 
(FSU) has called on Murray to 
“move on” claiming the decision to 
sack 10 per cent of the workforce 
shows he has run out of ideas for 
staff, customers and shareholders.

“The ‘People’s Bank’ has 
reverted to the decade old process of 
slashing and burning staff for short 
-term gains in share price as Murray 
tries to spin the announcement as 
being the result of consultation with 
staff that will bring about better 
customer service”, FSU National 
Secretary, Tony Beck, said.

But Beck says no staff asked 
Murray to sack 3700 of their col-
leagues and customers know that 
sacking staff won’t lead to better 
service.

“It’s an affront to the intelli-
gence of CBA staff and the broader 

community for David Murray to try 
and suggest that this is an exercise 
in creating better customer service”, 
Beck said.

The reality is that the CBA, 
along with other major banks, has 
plans to terminate customers as well 
as staff.

Bank customers are continually 
experiencing fee increases, rises in 
credit card costs as well as long 
queues.

These changes are not just about 
making money out of every indi-
vidual transaction but are designed 
to drive some customers right out 
of the bank.

The banks are moving towards 
differential treatment of customers.

When they talk about tailoring 
services to customer needs, they 
mean that the service customers 

receive and what they are charged 
will depend on how profitable that 
customer is to the bank.

If you have a few million dol-
lars to invest, an investment adviser 
will visit your home and personally 
monitor your investments.

But if you are what the banks 
call a “bozo” (below zero value), 
say a low wage worker with a credit 
card and a bank account for receipt 
of wages, then the bank does not 
want you.

It all depends on individual 
revenue potential to the bank – the 
profitability per customer. Every 
customer must be a source of profit.

The CBA has embarked on a 
“major transformational program” 
which, according to its full page ads 
in the weekend media, will deliver 
growth in profits per share of 10 per 
cent over a three year period.

The FSU will be meeting with 
members across the country to 
determine their response to the 
bank’s announcement. J

LABOUR STRUGGLES

Still going strong 200 days on.
ETU members vow to keep fighting

Three thousand seven hundred workers will lose their jobs after 
being identified by Commonwealth Bank CEO David Murray as 
“unnecessary”, in one of the largest culls of workers in recent 
times.

The Federal Government has admitted it has no idea how 
many people work in aged care, demonstrating its total 
lack of concern for staff and residents the Health Services 
Union (HSU) said. The Department of Health and Ageing 
told a Senate Committee that it does not collect informa-
tion on the number of carers working in residential facilities 
or keep historical data on staffing. It also said that it has 
no idea how changes it made in 1997 had affected staffing 
numbers. This confirms a Commonwealth Audit Office report 
that found the government had no way of telling whether its 
Aged Care Standards and Accreditation Agency actually had 
improved standards in the industry. The HSU, which cov-
ers aged care and health staff, said staffing surveys done 
by unions showed a big drop in numbers since the Federal 
Government’s 1997 changes which uncoupled the link be-
tween care levels and funding. Operators of nursing homes 
do not have to employ a minimum number of staff and only 
have to satisfy inspectors every three years that their staffing 
is “adequate”. The HSU said it is no wonder the govern-
ment does not want to know what the staffing levels are. 
The union is running a national campaign in aged care to 
introduce minimum staffing levels in all aged care facilities.

The week before last, a meeting of joint union delegates 
decided to notify the Seven Network of impending in-
dustrial action over enterprise agreement negotiations 
and proposed redundancies. The Community and Pub-
lic Sector Union and the Media, Entertainment and Arts 
Alliance requested information on redundancy plans 
and for enterprise agreement talks to be completed by 
December 1. Delegates from both unions endorsed a cam-
paign of industrial action and in a “gesture of good will” gave 
Seven management an opportunity to clarify its intentions. 
Management then contacted the unions for a meeting this 
week to proceed toward a “union-negotiated agreement”. 
A CPSU spokesperson told The Guardian this was “a 
significant step forward” from the non-union agreement it 
offered two months back, which was rejected by members.

Australia’s largest company has been accused of misleading 
the public over job cuts as it confirmed up to 400 high tech 
jobs would be outsourced to India. At a rally outside Telstra’s 
corporate headquarters in Melbourne workers protested 
against the export of IT jobs. It was only last March that the 
Community and Public Sector Union warned that Telstra was 
planning to export IT jobs, but the company at that time re-
sponded with adamant denials, telling the ABC, “No Telstra 
jobs will be lost as a result of our IT sourcing arrangement 
with these Indian companies.” The union’s National Secre-
tary Adrian O’Connell accused the corporate giant of “blatant 
hypocrisy “after it announced that hundreds of jobs would go 
as a result of an IT services contract with Indian firm Infosys.

The workers, employed by 
labour hire firm Adecco, have been 
on strike since February over the 
company’s refusal to grant them 
the same conditions enjoyed by 
all other electrical contractors in 
Victoria.

ETU organiser, Gerry Glover, 
said the workers’ resolve to win the 
dispute was “fantastic”.

ETU secretary, Dean Mighell, 
thanked all the unions who had 
supported the campaign. He said 
the Smorgon Steel workers were 
“the most courageous” he had ever 
met.

“These blokes have looked 
each other in the eye and said, ‘we 

started this together and we will 
finish it together’. They know that 
this fight is about standing up for 
the rights of all workers. These guys 
are determined not to let the next 
generation of apprentices down. 
It is one of the most inspirational 
things I have ever seen.”

Colombian union activist, Jesus 
Gonzalez, told the workers that their 
struggle was an international one.

“This struggle goes on all over 
the world because the working class 
is one class. The miserable people 
in this company who are denying 
you your rights must be defeated. 
Be very certain that if you continue 
to struggle victory will be yours.”

Victorian Trades Hall Council 
President and Textile, Clothing and 
Footwear Union Secretary, Michele 
O’Neil, said the ETU members 
had the support of every union in 
Victoria.

“Victorian workers understand 
your struggle and congratulate 
you on reaching 200 days. I bring 
you particluar greetings from the 
Geelong Wool Combing workers 
who have been locked out now for 
138 days. These workers know how 
tough it is to deal with a company 
that cares nothing about workers 
but only about their profits.”

Striking worker, Ron 
Goodfellow, said he was proud to 
be a member of the ETU.

“It has been a long and hard 
struggle but I am proud of the 
effort we have all made to stay 
strong. We will keep fighting until 
we win.” J

On September 12, hundreds of unionists joined Electrical Trade 
Union (ETU) members at the Smorgon Steel plant in Laverton to 
mark 200 days on the picket line. The workers are campaigning 
for industry standard enterprise bargaining agreement (EBA) 
conditions.

People’s bank scraps people

Lion King child actors protected

The kids on the cast of Disney’s 
Lion King will have accredited 
chaperones to ensure that they are 
supervised at all times and are not 
exposed to inappropriate behaviour 
under a new agreement that looks 
set to become best practice for the 
entertainment industry.

Disney Theatrical and the 
Media Entertainment and Arts 
Alliance worked collaboratively on 
the Working With Children: Care 
Policy as part of the first collective 
agreement for theatre workers in 
commercial theatre in Australia.

“One of the major issues we 
were concerned about was that the 
children – in particular the new 
younger performers – were very 
safe when they were on stage. 
The focus is on protecting them at 
work and protecting those around 
them”, says Michel Hryce, Director, 
Live Performance and Theatre at 

the Media Entertainment and Arts 
Alliance.

The kids loved being the centre 
of attention at the launch of the 
policy at the Capitol Theatre in 
Sydney on September 10. It was 
the first day in the theatre for the 
performers, crew and orchestra 
players who are now counting down 
three weeks to the opening of the 
Lion King.

Hryce told the child performers 
that whilst they were still dreaming 
of a part in the Lion King, the Media 
Entertainment and Arts Alliance, 
Disney USA and Disney Australia, 
were hard at work making sure that 
this production would be the best in 
the world.

Hryce on behalf of the MEAA 
welcomed the imported artists and 
child actors to Australian Theatre 
and to the MEAA family.

Already the new policy is 

attracting interest from other 
performing arts companies.

“The MEAA put out a bulletin 
saying we were finalising this and 
the Australian Ballet has already 
called for a copy of it to look at 
things they could adopt for their 
use.”

There are two casts of four 
performers for the child parts 
in the Lion King, working four 
shows a week. The new agreement 
allows the children to continue 
their school tutoring and addresses 
non-acceptable behaviour; with a 
process for reporting, investigating 
and resolving the issues surrounding 
such behaviour.

The care policy builds on the 
Juvenile Code of Practice from the 
Lion King performers enterprise 
agreement.

“It will ensure that the child 
actors in the production have the 
best experience whilst they are 
involved”, said Mr Hryce. “It will 
also ensure adult performers will 
enjoy working with their child 
peers.” J

LABOUR NOTES

Child stars will be protected from nudity, swearing, smoking and 
drinking under a groundbreaking new policy that places the welfare, 
safety and education of performing children at the forefront of 
Disney’s productions.
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AUSTRALIA

by Janice Hamilton
The authors of the report 

How to Reduce Long Term 
Unemployment claim placing time 
limits on unemployment benefits 
would reduce the number of long-
term dole and disability support 
pension claimants by one third.

They propose a new system to 
obliterate the Newstart Allowance 
and replace it with a “Temporary 
Assistance for job seekers 
Allowance” that would be limited 
to six months in duration. It would 
be similar to that of the current US 
unemployment payment system, 
but with a difference.

After the six-month period 
of welfare payment unemployed 
people would be required to par-
ticipate in a compulsory “Work for 
the Dole Program”.

The CIS also says that stripping 
the award system, lowering the 
minimum wage and agreement 
by the Senate to demolish unfair 
dismissal laws would also fix the 
long-term unemployment problem.

The Report also proposes the 

abolition of the award system 
so that employers and employ-
ees would be free to negotiate 
their own terms and conditions 
of employment including wages 
but not excluding wages, and the 
lowering of the minimum wage to 
a level which would be competi-
tive with countries like Britain 
and the US.

Critics of the proposal ─ 
including Peter Costello’s brother 
the Reverend Tim Costello ─ say it 
would simply lead to more workers 
being in financial distress and pos-
sibly losing their jobs, thus only 
aggravating the problem.

At the same time as cutting 
welfare, the report recommends 
the lowering of tax rates for low 
income earners and high flyers, 
saying that our tax rates do not 
reward effort and risk.

Reverend Costello argued, 
“Most of the long term unem-
ployed, as we know are the ones 
who are in chronic poverty. Rather 
than punishing them, when there 
are structural reasons for their 

unemployment... We need to give 
them the resources they need, like 
education and training.”

The CIS proposal neglects to 
mention anything about education 
and training as a means to assisting 
the long-term unemployed.

ACOSS President Andrew 
Callum said, “It is akin to using 
euthanasia to free up beds in nurs-
ing homes. What is the logic to 
cutting people arbitrarily off unem-
ployment benefits if they don’t 
have something to go to.”

The CIS cites international 
findings that the US policy of a 
time limit on welfare payments 
has been effective in reducing 
unemployment.

“Almost all other OECD coun-
tries have time limits in one form 
or another. Time limits in the US 
are one reason why the incidence 
of long-term unemployment is so 
low in America”, the report says.

The report neglects to men-
tion that millions of Americans 
are homeless or living in severe 
poverty.

The Federal Government has 
already implemented this think 
tank’s policies in relation to Single 
Parent and Disability Pensions. 
There is no doubt that it is serious-
ly contemplating these outrageous 
“reforms” as well. J

Outrageous report:
“Cutting benefits will
solve unemployment”

According to the Federal Government think tank, the ultra 
reactionary Centre for Independent Studies (CIS), the problem 
of long-term unemployment would be solved by just cutting access 
to unemployment benefits after six months. If implemented this 
outrageous policy would leave 200,000 destitute.

Last week in The Guardian Peter Mac warned of the threat 
of privatisation of Sydney’s ferry service. Analysing a report 
into the State’s public transport system he noted that it pro-
posed the administration of Sydney ferries be split off from 
the State’s transport authority and established as a corpora-
tion, a classic precursor to privatisation. There followed the 
ominous announcement by the State Transit Authority that 
one of Sydney’s three “Lady” class ferries will cease to op-
erate. The Lady Street was taken out of service in October 
last year for a major refit that would have added years to 
her life. Now the Lady Street will not be refitted because the 
Transit Authority says the $4.5 million cost is “too expensive”.

Amongst the election material distributed by the One Nation 
party was a leaflet showing party founder Pauline Hanson 
wrapped in the Australian flag with the slogan “Show Your 
Loyalty”. It was typical extreme nationalistic propaganda 
from a proto-fascist organisation. The Howard Government 
also drapes itself in the flag at every opportunistic moment 
and so it was that last week the Government’s Flag Offi-
cer got on the blower to tell the Collingwood Football Club 
to redesign its logo, which shows a magpie with a black 
and white flag and the Australian flag. The pretext for this 
piece of nationalistic tub thumping was a letter some nut-
ter wrote to an MP complaining that the Australian flag was 
“inappropriately positioned” near the magpie’s rear end. 
But on closer examination it’s actually a bit of political skul-
duggery by our backward monarchists because, while the 
magpie’s tail doesn’t touch the main part of the flag with 
the Southern Cross it partially obscures the Union Jack.

Despite opposition from the Greens in the Senate last week, 
the Government intends to go ahead with its plans to re-
move the Senate’s conflict of interest rules. The proposed 
changes – from a Senate Standing Committee comprising 
the ALP, Government and Democrat representatives – seek 
to remove provisions requiring a Senator to declare poten-
tial conflicts of interests. Parliament is full of such conflicts 
which have multiplied since the Howard Government came 
to office. Such as the travel agent and mate of Immigra-
tion Minister Philip Ruddock who had a 50 percent success 
rate in having visas granted. The Refugee Review Tribunal, 
on the other hand, during the same period had only 17 per-
cent of its visa applications given the nod by Ruddock. And 
Ruddock’s mate isn’t even a registered immigration agent!

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is CSL managing direc-
tor Brian McNamee. CSL (Canadian Shipping Line) is in 
the front line leading the Howard Government’s attack on 
Australian shipping. Handed licences by the Government 
to operate in Australia’s coastal waters and to convert Aus-
tralian crewed vessels into ships-of-shame sweatshops, 
CSL is truly a rogue global corporation. As his reward Mc-
Namee was paid a salary package for 2003 of $4.1 million.

Port Jackson 
Branch CPA

public
meeting

Dr Costa’s talk and the discus-
sion of the threat to Medicare was 
very much appreciated by all those 
who attended.

The aim of the meeting was to 
increase public awareness of the 
threats to Medicare and build the 
campaign in support of Medicare, 
and bulk billing in particular.

The Sydney District has col-
lected over 3000 signatures so far 
on the Party’s petition. J

Port Jackson Branch of the CPA 
(Sydney) held a public meeting 
on Sunday September 7, at the 
Toxteth Hotel in Glebe. It was 
attended by about 20 locals who 
were addressed by Dr Con Costa, 
the National Vice President of the 
Doctors Reform Society.

More copies of
the petition and

campaign materials visit
the CPA’s website at

www.cpa.org.au
and then click onto
“Save Medicare”.

by Janice Hamilton
Armed with the CPA’s Save 

Medicare Booklet, branch members 
have held street stalls in areas where 
there has been a reduction in the 
bulk billing of services and closure 
of doctors’ surgeries. In the last 12 
months Thirroul, another suburb of 
Wollongong, went from having six 
surgeries down to only two.

Overall the response has been 
positive. So positive in fact that one 
woman brought her whole extended 
family back to sign the petition.

She justified her actions to her 
family by highlighting a recent 
experience where she had taken 
her two children to the doctor with 
the flu. It cost the family over $80 
because their GP had stopped bulk 
billing.

Other people said that they 
signed the petition because of the 
withdrawal of doctors and leav-
ing them with no choice but large 

Medical Centres where there is no 
quality personalised service.

One man described his experi-
ence in one such centre, saying it 
was “like being pushed through the 
turnstiles at Central Railway Station 
during the Olympics”.

The Branch has also been 
actively involved in the Illawarra 
Save Medicare Action Group which 
is a coalition of trade unions, health 
professionals, Labor, Greens and 
CPA representatives.

The group will be holding its 
first event to celebrate the 20th 
Anniversary of Medicare’s Birthday 
on the October 1 at 9.30am at the 
Wollongong City Council Level 
10 Function Rooms followed by a 
protest rally at the offices of Joanna 
Gash (in Nowra) the Federal Liberal 
Member for Gilmore. Buses from 
the Council Chambers to Nowra 
are being provided for interested 
participants.  J

CPA Medicare campaign 
continues to get
good response

The North Illawarra Branch contact is
Janice on 02 4267 5244 or

janhamilton34@hotmail.com

The new North Illawarra Branch of the CPA is actively 
campaigning to Save Medicare. In the last few weeks the branch 
has collected over 500 signatures on the “Save Medicare, Restore 
Bulk Billing” petition.
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This occasion might go down in 
history as one of the most important 
Congresses in the history of this 
Federation.

Just seven months before the 
end of the first decade of our free-
dom, this Congress comes at a time 
when our revolution stands at the 
cross-roads. Since 1994 there have 
been many advances for the work-
ing class and poor of our country, 
there have also been defeats and 
persisting crises for workers and the 
poor. One million formal sector jobs 
have been lost in five years, work-
ers have been casualised, household 
income inequality and mass poverty 
have worsened.

Everyday, on the TV, radio and 
in the print media, there are mul-
tiple signs of distress, of creeping 
bourgeois values, of a sharpening 
factionalism within our own lib-
eration movement. For the past 
10 years we have moved forward 
collectively, we have notched up 
victories, we have made significant 
resource transfers to the poor, but 
still we remain locked into a raven-
ous, barbaric capitalist accumulation 
path.

We have to go forward, but 
we cannot just go forward with 
hope and good intentions. We have 
to systematically, consciously, 
militantly rescue our national demo-
cratic revolution from its present 
imprisonment within a persisting 
capitalist accumulation path.

Unless the working class 
leads, working programmatically 
and in action with the mass of the 
urban and rural poor, unless this 
is done, the promise of 1994 will 
collapse into agendas of narrow self-
enrichment, and general confusion. 
The SACP is prepared to work 
with all potentially patriotic and 
progressive forces. But one thing 
is clear, the bourgeoisie and the 
emergent bourgeoisies, separately 
and together, are incapable of chart-
ing a way out of our persisting crisis 
of underdevelopment. The working 
class must lead!

Strategic nature 
of relationship 
between SACP and 
COSATU

This is a relationship we need 
to continue to deliberately foster, 
deepen and consolidate. It is a rela-
tionship forged in struggle and must 
continue to be fostered through 
common struggles.

In the first instance, in order 
to understand this relationship 
properly, it is important to locate 
it within the context of what the 
relationship should be between 
communists and the labour 
movement. The most definitive 
guideline and approach still remains 
that enunciated by Lenin in 1900. 
Allow me to quote:

“Social democracy is a com-
bination of the labour movement 
with socialism. Its task is not 
passively to serve the labour move-
ment at each of its separate stages, 
but to represent the interests of 
the movement as a whole, to point 
out to this movement its ultimate 
aims and its political tasks, and 
to protect its political and ideo-
logical independence. Isolated from 
Social-Democracy, the labour 
movement becomes petty and 
inevitably becomes bourgeois: 
in conducting only the economic 
struggle, the working class loses its 
political independence; it becomes 
the tail of other parties and runs 
counter to the great slogan: ‘The 
emancipation of the workers must 
be the task of the workers them-
selves’.

“In every country there has been 
a period in which the labour move-
ment existed separately from the 
socialist movement, each going its 
own road; and in every country this 
state of isolation weakened both the 
socialist movement and the labour 
movement. Only the combination 
of socialism with the labour move-
ment in each country created a 

durable basis for both the one and 
the other”.

(Lenin Collected Works 
Vol 4 p368) (Note: The term “social 
democracy” in this quotation is 
used because in 1900 when it was 
written, the party that subsequently 
became the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union, was then called the 
Russian Social Democratic Labour 
Party.)

The sectarian left
The above approach is as rel-

evant today as it was relevant then. 
The enemies of the working class 
know this, that is why one of their 
strategies will always be an attempt 
to drive a wedge between com-
munists and the labour movement, 
thus aiming to weaken both and 
strengthen the capitalist character of 
society.

That is where the highly sec-
tarian left works to the agenda of 
the bourgeoisie when they call 
for COSATU to split from the 
Communist Party and the Alliance 
and transform itself into a workers’ 
party. The bourgeoisie would love 
this as it would isolate organised 
workers from the Party and the 
masses and drive it into a cocoon!

I would like to submit to this 
Congress that we should consciously 
see the relationship between our two 
formations as of a strategic nature. 
The South African Communist Party 
is the only credible political voice of 
the working class, with a proud his-
tory of struggle and a clear political 
theory of the National Democratic 
Revolution (NDR) and its relation-
ship to the struggle for socialism.

We have a programmatic per-
spective grounded in advancing 
the interests of the workers and the 
poor. COSATU is the largest trade 
union federation, progressive in its 
orientation, with a proud history of 
militant struggle for the workers and 
embracing the NDR and the struggle 
for socialism.

What do we mean when we 
say that we should see our relation-
ship as a strategic relationship? Put 
simply, the future and fate of South 
Africa’s working class lies with 
this relationship. The struggle for 
socialism is entirely dependent on 
this relationship. Without under-
standing the strategic nature of this 
relationship and consciously giving 
it this strategic purpose and thrust, 
the future of the working class, the 
NDR and indeed socialism is at 
stake.

Were Lenin writing in South 
Africa in 2003 he would say that 
for South Africa, the primary stra-
tegic relationship for the future of 
the working class lies in deepen-
ing and consolidating the strategic 
relationship between the SACP and 
COSATU.

How should the strategic nature 
of this relationship manifest itself?

a. The foundation for the stra-
tegic nature of this relationship 
must derive from a proper grasp 
and concrete campaigns around the 
slogan of Socialism is the future, 
build it now.

b. The public sector as the 
basis of our growth and develop-
ment strategies and a platform from 
which to engage private capital.

c. An overarching state-led 
industrial strategy, driving an 
accumulation regime beneficial to 
the overwhelming majority of our 
people.

d. Co-ordinating existing work-

ing class campaigns on jobs and 
poverty eradication, transforming 
the financial sector in favour of 
the workers and the poor, a com-
prehensive social security system, 
building a progressive working 
class-led women’s movement, fight-
ing against HIV/AIDS and effective 
worker participation in African 
National Congress and SACP 
structures.

e. The strategy and tactics of 
the working class in the NDR and 
transition to socialism must emerge 
from the programs and the strategic 
thrust of the relationship between 
our two formations.

To pose our relationship in this 
way is not to elevate it above that 
of the ANC as the leader of the 
Alliance. Part of the strategic pur-
pose of our relationship is precisely 
aimed at strengthening the working 
class bias of the ANC as the leader 
of the Alliance and government.

There is also a dialectical rela-
tionship between the strategic nature 
of our two formations and the lead-
ing role of the ANC in this period. It 
is only under an ANC-led Alliance, 
an ANC which safeguards its work-
ing class bias, that creates the most 
favourable conditions for a working 
class-led NDR and the struggle for 
socialism.

Conversely, it is the strate-
gic relationship of the SACP and 
COSATU that provides the locomo-
tive for the NDR and an ANC with 
a working class bias. However what 
holds together this dialectic and the 
Alliance as a whole is an indepen-
dent, politically conscious working 
class capable of acting as a motive 
force.

The key priorities
Within the context of con-

solidating and deepening the 
national democratic revolution, and 
the emerging medium term vision 
for the working class, the imple-
mentation of the resolutions of the 
Growth and Development Summit 
(GDS) are an important advance.

They mark an important shift 
from a growth and development 
strategy premised on privatisa-
tion, liberalisation and attraction of 
Foreign Direct Investment as the 
principal locomotive for a growth 
path. Instead, they are premised on 
mobilisation of domestic resources 
from the financial sector, domestic 
investible income, increased invest-
ment in infrastructure, expanded 
public works programs and the 
building of co-operatives to harness 
the energies and economic creativity 
of the ordinary mass of our people. 
This is a very important shift from 
previous assumptions.

These policies potentially roll 
back the notion that there is only 
one corner that has all the wisdom 
about how to grow and develop our 
economy, and a recognition of the 
need to mobilise the wisdom and 
organisational muscle of all our 
people in order to achieve a radi-
cally different growth path. Most 

importantly, there is a recognition, 
even if on paper, of the impor-
tance of the working class and the 
resources under its control.

In this way the GDS resolutions 
provide the most immediate plat-
form to struggle for an accumulation 
regime in favour of the workers and 
the poor by:

a. Convening sectoral summits 
towards concrete measures for job 
creation.

b. Building the co-operative 
movement.

c. Building a progressive 
savings and credit co-operative 
movement to fight against the high 
indebtedness of the working class.

d. Struggling for workers’ 
control of retirement funds and 
deepening the struggles in the finan-
cial sector.

e. Driving a public works 
program through infrastructure 
investment.

f. Development for the benefit 
of the mass of our people, rather 
than for an elite.

g. Building a caring South 
African nation based on social soli-
darity while uplifting the majority 
of our people.

Forward to workers’ co-opera-
tive bank and worker-controlled 
retirement funds!

The campaign has reached a 
stage where workers must use their 
organisational and financial muscle 
to create worker-owned and worker-
controlled financial institutions. 
We are calling for the formation of 
savings and credit co-operatives as 
an important step towards a work-
ers’ co-operative bank, providing 
savings and affordable credit and 
other services to the workers of our 
country.

As the working class, we are 
already controlling billions of rands 

MAGAZINE

Blade Nzimande, General Secretary of the South African 
Communist Party (SACP), addressed the recent 8th 
Congress of the Congress of South African Trade Unions 
(COSATU). Here are edited extracts from his contribution.

Strategic relationship between SACP & COSATU

“Unless the working class leads, the promise of 1994 will collapse”

The enemies of the working class … will always … attempt 
to drive a wedge between communists and the labour 

movement, thus aiming to weaken both and strengthen
the capitalist character of society.
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by Gregory Wilpert
One of the first and perhaps 

more puzzling topics that was 
broached was the relatively sudden 
cancellation of the President’s 
trip to the US, scheduled for late 
September. President Chavez was 
supposed to give a speech at the 
opening of the UN in New York, to 
visit Houston, Texas, the city where 
the state-owned oil company Citgo 
will have its new headquarters, and 
to give a speech in Harlem.

While the President said he 
regretted not being able to give 
the speech in Harlem and to visit 
Houston, he said he cancelled the 
trip for two main reasons.

First, he said that the main 
reason was that there were security 
concerns, the details of which he 
could not disclose.

Second, he said that he does not 
like UN summits. “I go there and 
I don’t feel like speaking because 
practically no one listens. It’s a dia-
logue of the deaf; it’s silly. You go 
there to listen to one discourse after 
another, one day after the other and 
for what? What is the purpose?

“I prefer to denounce, to say that 
this system is not working. I have a 
natural rejection of these summits.”

He then went on to elaborate 
how fundamentally undemocratic 
the UN is and that it needs to be 
democratised.

With regard to the letter of 
protest that representatives of the 
opposition coalition Democratic Co-
ordinator sent to the Organization 
of American States, the UNDP, and 
the Carter Center, Chavez said that 
it does not surprise him, since the 
opposition wants “a referendum 
according to their preferences”.

He elaborated that in the past 
the National Electoral Council 

was an arm of the two main gov-
erning parties, Copei and AD, 
which helped them organise fraud 
and which funded their election 
observers.

The other, mostly leftist, par-
ties never had enough resources to 
post witnesses at all polling places. 
Now, however, there is a National 
Electoral Council that is indepen-
dent and the opposition complains, 
since they are not used to that, said 
Chavez.

International issues
On the international front, 

Chavez revealed that his govern-
ment is in the possession of a video, 
which his security forces secretly 
recorded, of a CIA officer giving 
a class to Venezuelans on surveil-
lance.

Joking he said, “The technique 
could not have been very good, 
since we did manage to film him”.

He argues that this is evidence 
that the CIA is involved in clan-
destine activity in Venezuela, after 
the coup attempt, in addition to 
the evidence he has of US involve-
ment before and during the coup; 
but his government has so far not 
issued a formal complaint to the US 
Government.

Some day, he said, these pieces 
of evidence will be released, but he 
does not know when.

With respect to the unclear stand 
Venezuela recently took with regard 
to international property rights 
at the WTO meeting in Cancún, 
the President promised to clarify 
Venezuela’s position, saying that 
“it’s not the first time that there are 
contradictions” within the govern-
ment on an issue.

While Venezuela’s Minister of 

Commerce and Production took 
a strong position on the issue of 
eliminating agricultural subsidies 
for first world countries, along 
with other third world countries, 
organised in the “Group of 21”, 
Venezuela almost signed an agree-
ment which would have limited the 
use of generic medications to only 
three diseases, AIDS, malaria, and 
tuberculosis.

This would have gone directly 
against the policy of Venezuela’s 
office on intellectual property rights 
(SAPI), which maintains that public 
health must take precedence over 
the profits of transnational pharma-
ceutical companies.

OPEC
Referring to the upcoming 

OPEC meeting, Chavez announced 
that his government would not 
recognise the Iraqi representative 
as an official representative because 
“unfortunately there is no govern-
ment in Baghdad, it is anarchy, with 
constant destabilisation”.

“They have not been able to 
restart their production anyway”, 
added the President. Rather, there 
would be informal talks at the next 
OPEC meeting on September 24 
with an observer from the occupa-
tion forces in Iraq.

Finally, Chavez said that rela-
tions between Venezuela and 
Colombia are very complicated 
because there are people who are 
interested in sabotaging this rela-
tionship.

He reiterated that his govern-
ment is not providing any kind of 
support to the Colombian guerilla 
movements, despite what the oppo-
sition claims. Rather, Venezuela’s 
position with regard to the conflict 
in Colombia is one of neutrality, of 
neither opposing nor supporting the 
guerilla movement.

“We don’t want to support the 
path of war in Colombia, we want 
to support the path of peace”, added 
Chavez.
www.Venezuelanayisis.com J
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Strategic relationship between SACP & COSATU Chavez
“We have proof of the CIA’s

clandestine activities in Venezuela”

In a three-hour lunch meeting with foreign journalists last 
week, Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez roamed over 
a wide variety of topics, from the cancellation of his trip 
to the US, to the recall referendum, to the WTO meeting 
in Cancún, and to Venezuela-Colombia relations, among 
other issues.

through our societies and retirement 
funds. Let us ensure worker control 
of all retirement funds as part of 
defeating the private commercial 
banks, and rolling back business 
unionism and unilateral control of 
workers’ funds by un-elected and 
unaccountable asset managers.

We call upon all COSATU 
affiliates to encourage members 
to form their own savings and 
credit co-operatives as part of 
this overall offensive to build the 
financial muscle of the working 
class. We are also calling on this 
COSATU Congress to resolve to 
build a vibrant, democratic, popular, 
progressive and independent co-
operative movement.

The national 
question

It is important that the work-
ing class be in the forefront of the 
struggles to address the national 
question. The national question 
cannot be effectively addressed 
unless its class content is properly 
understood and addressed, just as 
we need to address the national con-
tent of the class question.

There is a very real danger that 
as our transition unfolds, emphasis 
tends to be placed on the national 
question devoid of its class content. 
It is only a politically conscious 
working class, with independent 
power that is best capable to lead 
the struggle to address the national 
question.

In this respect the working 
class needs to contest and seek to 
give direction to the moral values 
upon which the emerging new 
South African nation is based. This 
concretely means rolling back the 
capitalist market, unflinchingly 

promoting non-racialism and non-
sexism, fighting the corruption 
and elitism and the “dog-eat-dog” 
mentality of capitalism and promot-
ing values of social solidarity and 
uplifting the overwhelming majority 
of our people.

This means the working class 
being in the forefront of protecting 
our national sovereignty and in the 
moral regeneration movement.

ANC victory in the 
2004 elections

This constitutes the most imme-
diate priority for the working class 
and the national democratic revo-
lution as a whole. Workers of our 
country in general need to ensure 
an overwhelming majority for the 
ANC in the elections next year. As 
workers, it is in our deepest inter-
est to return the ANC Government 
overwhelmingly.

The ANC is the best placed 
organisation to take forward trans-
formation in our country, and the 
only government best capable of 
addressing the interests of the over-
whelming majority of our people.

It is also important that as a 
matter of urgency we ensure that 
workers fully participate in all the 
ANC election structures. We must 
also ensure that we participate in 
the drafting of the election mani-
festo and ensure that the interests of 
workers are prominent.

We need to ensure that we reach 
out to the millions of workers to 
ensure that they come out and vote.

An important challenge is that 
as we draw up the ANC election 
manifesto we need to ensure that 
we begin to draw up a joint Alliance 
program to make sure that the 
implementation of the manifesto is 
driven collectively.

This will overcome the problem 
of tensions that sometimes arise out 
of the interpretation of the imple-
mentation of the manifesto. This 
is also important in order to ensure 
that joint Alliance work does not 
only happen during the election 
campaign but after it as well.

Let us get down to work to 
ensure a convincing victory for the 
ANC next year! J

The enemies of the working class … will always … attempt 
to drive a wedge between communists and the labour 

movement, thus aiming to weaken both and strengthen
the capitalist character of society.
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The occupation of Afghanistan 
and Iraq, the “war on terrorism” 
at home incurring heavy expendi-
ture on “homeland security” and 
general economic decline are all 
dragging the US economy down 
and these expenditures and difficul-
ties are expected to increase in the 
future. President Bush has called on 
Congress to allocate an additional 
US$87 billion for war funding 
alone.

In a recent poll the American 
people gave the thumbs down to this 
new expenditure. A CBS News poll 
found that 66 percent of Americans 
are opposed to the US spending 
US$87 billion to help rebuild Iraq 
with only 26 per cent in favour.

Lowering interest 
rates

As with the Japanese 
economists, it was assumed that 
the lowering of interest rates would 
stimulate the economy. But this 
tactic failed in Japan and is failing 
in the US as well.

It was also assumed that tax cuts 
would increase money available to 
consumers who would go out and 
purchase more. But the US tax cuts 
mainly benefited the rich.

Spread over the whole 
population it is said that the tax 
cuts amount to about US$1000 per 
person but the reality is that because 
of the class nature of Bush’s tax 

cuts, about half of the taxpayers 
get a nominal tax cut of only about 
US$120 and another one third 
receive no benefit at all.

The tax cuts mainly benefit 
the rich who do not spend their 
additional money on consumer 
goods of which they have no 
need but on building up their 
bank accounts and their share and 
property holdings. It does not create 
jobs.

A small increase lately in US 
production has led to speculation 
that the US economy has turned the 
corner but much of this increased 
economic growth is due to a rise 
in productivity. This means that 
displaced workers are being 

replaced by new machinery not by 
re-employment.

US social security expenditures, 
limited as they are in the US, have 
to be financed by outside borrowing 
because government revenues are 
not sufficient to cover costs.

The US cannot sustain the pres-
ent rate of military spending, tax 
cuts and corporate handouts with-
out slashing and savaging already 
inadequate spending on education, 
health and social security.

Military expenditures
At the core of the difficulties 

facing the US economy are the 
astronomical military expenditures 

over a period of years. They have 
now become critical with the wars 
being waged by George Bush. That 
is why the US is now desperately 
attempting to get other nations to 
send troops and help pay for the 
destruction and disaster that they 
have imposed on Iraq – and on 
themselves.

The chief economist of the 
IMF, Kenneth Rogoff said, “If we 
were looking at a poor developing 
country, the world gives them just 
enough rope to hang themselves. 
A country like the United States, 
they give them enough rope to tie 
the noose around their neck sev-
eral times. But it does happen in 
the end.” J

INTERNATIONAL

A rough ride for US economy
Some facts:
• The US budget deficit for 2003 is anticipated to reach 

US$455 billion;

• The deficit for 2004 is estimated to reach US$475 billion;

• The estimated budget deficit exploded by 50 percent over 
the last five months;

• It has blown out because of the weak US economy, the Iraqi 
war and the tax cuts of US$350 billion promised by Bush;

• Unemployment is 50 percent higher than at the time of the 
Clinton administration;

• More than 2 million jobs have disappeared since Bush took 
office in January 2001;

• Interest rates at 1 percent are the lowest for 45 years but 
have failed to stimulate the economy;

• Tax revenues that make up a large proportion of 
government revenues are down to about the level of 1943;

• The US is suffering from a huge adverse balance of trade;

• The IMF warned recently that the colossal US trade deficit 
was a “noose around the neck of the economy” and that the 
dollar could collapse at any moment.

by Joelle Fishman
The busloads of needle trades 

workers, carpenters, labourers, steel 
workers, transit workers, healthcare 
workers, hotel workers, and students 
crossed industry lines and geo-
graphical boundaries in the cause of 
equality and workers’ rights.

AFL-CIO President John 
Sweeney and four international 
union Presidents set the example 
by leading over 100 workers in civil 
disobedience at the end of a spirited 
march which filled the city streets 
for nearly a mile. As the workers sat 
down in a major intersection, they 
held hands and faced outward to the 
crowd.

“We have no choice but to 
fight”, said one clerical and techni-
cal worker who was arrested. Many 
of the workers had never taken part 
in such an action before. The dem-
onstration was one of the largest in 
New Haven’s history.

Picket signs highlighted the 
US$42,000 monthly pension Yale 
President Richard Levin will receive 
as compared to US$621 for the 
average union retiree. A quarter of 
the unionised workers are expected 
to retire during the life of the next 
contract.

On September 17, the 
Connecticut AFL-CIO marched 

from their annual convention to join 
striking workers and retirees who 
are holding a daily vigil at President 
Levin’s office until decent pensions 
are won.

National attention has also been 
focused on the university’s discrimi-
natory hiring practices. Only three 
percent of Yale workers are Latino 
in a city with a 20 percent Latino 
population. Hiring from the com-
munity, training and upgrading is a 
union demand.

Community leaders and elected 
officials reacted in outrage when 
the university brought a group of 
Latino workers, hired by a janito-
rial contractor in place of the largely 
African American striking workers, 
provocatively across a picket line on 
September 8.

Following a press confer-
ence organised by the Connecticut 
Center for a New Economy, Rep. 
Rosa DeLauro and members of the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
issued a public letter to “strongly 
condemn Yale’s cynical and 
disrespectful treatment of Hispanic/
Latino workers”.

Within two days, 13 Puerto 
Rican, Mexican and Guatemalan 
workers walked off the job and 
joined the union. They reported big-
otry and abuse from Yale managers. 

“The same way we came in the back 
door, we want to come in the front 
door”, said Angelica Aponte at an 
emotional press conference on the 
New Haven Green. “We want union 
jobs at Yale, not scab jobs.”

“These are our new sis-
ters and brothers”, proclaimed 
Hotel Employees and Restaurant 
Employees (HERE) Local 35 
President Bob Proto, welcoming the 
workers as heroes.

The striking workers are holding 
firm despite daily propaganda aimed 
at scaring them to go back to work.

Striking clerical and technical 
workers have had some success at 
convincing co-workers who did not 
originally strike to come onto the 
picket line and join the strike.

Large national contributions to 
the strike fund have made it possible 
for the union to provide substan-
tial “picket pay” and other aid to 
forestall evictions, foreclosures or 
repossessions.

Strikers have also received sup-
port from over 100 professors who 
called on the university to negotiate 
or submit to binding arbitration, 
and who are holding 300 classes 
at off-campus locations including 
restaurants, churches, community 
centres and City Hall.

Students from 21 campuses 
organised by United Students 
Against Sweatshops participated in 
the labour rally and march.
People’s Weekly World (abridged)
www.pww.org J

Broad support for Yale strikers
Downtown New Haven came to a standstill September 13 as more 
than 10,000 union members from the Northeast and as far away 
as Nevada and Florida turned out in support of striking university 
and hospital workers at Yale University.

The murder was carried out by 
armed men who were said to belong 
to the national army. Hours before, 
public authorities had carried out 
more than 60 raids and arbitrary 
detentions in Tibacuy, Cumaca and 
Silvana, accusing the settlers of 
helping the guerrillas. The murder 
of Alfonso Lopéz was the culmina-
tion of these outrageous raids.

In a statement following the 
assassination, the Colombian 
Communist Party also denounced 
the lack of guarantees for the life 
and political activity of its leaders 
throughout the country as a result of 
the war against the people that has 
been unleashed by the present gov-
ernment of President Alvaro Uribe.

The Colombian Communist 
Party has asked for an urgent 

meeting with the Vice President 
of Colombia, Francisco Santos, to 
protest to him personally over the 
assassination and to demand that the 
lives of the militants and leaders of 
the Communist Party be respected 
as well as those of the men and 
women who dare to think differ-
ently, who oppose the government’s 
policies, who campaign against the 
referendum* and who denounce the 
abuses of the present government.
* The referendum, if approved, 
would make changes to
Colombia’s Constitution which 
would allow monopolies to get 
out of their obligations to work-
ers, make pensions less secure, 
reduce the size of Congress 
and give more powers to the 
President. J

Murder of Communist
leader in Colombia

The Colombian Communist Party has denounced the treacherous 
murder of one of its popular leaders, Alfonso Lopéz, Secretary 
General of the Party in Tibacuy. Alfonso Lopéz was a man whose 
entire life was dedicated to the service of the workers and farmers, 
to the search for peace and the defence of human rights.

Sydney
Bougainville fund-raising dinner

for Bougainville Women for Peace & Freedom
Friday 26th September 7pm-10pm
Gladesville RSL & Community Club

4-6 Linsley St Gladesville
Bougainville Slide Presentation and short talk by Bougainvilleans

Cost: $30 or $27 concession
For catering purposes please phone 02 9558 2730 or 02 9804 7632
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by Terrie Albano
On September 4, ASCE issued 

its 2003 Progress Report for 
America’s Infrastructure. It once 
again gave the US infrastructure a 
grade of “discouraging D+”, show-
ing no progress from two years 
ago. However, while the grade has 
not changed, the estimated costs to 
bring the nation’s infrastructure to 
an “adequate” level have gone up 
since 2001 – from US$1.3 trillion 
to US$1.6 trillion.

The report bolsters what many 
in the trade union and people’s 
movements have argued: the 
country needs more investment in 
people’s needs and the basic infra-
structure.

ASCE announced “trend 
indicators” for 12 infrastruc-
ture categories: Roads, Bridges, 
Transit, Aviation, Energy, Schools, 
Drinkable Water, Wastewater, 
Dams, Solid Waste, Hazardous 
Waste, and Navigable Waterways.

The trends are not good, accord-
ing to ASCE President Thomas 
Jackson, who told reporters, “We’re 
sliding toward failure and the pros-
pects for improvement are grim”.

Accompanied by members 
of the House Transportation 
Committee, the ASCE President 
called on Congress to take urgent 
action on pending infrastructure 
legislation, in addition to “the cre-
ation of a long-term infrastructure 
agenda for our nation.”

Many may not consider infra-
structure a glamorous issue, but 
it touches the lives of working 
families every day. “Seventy-five 
percent of our nation’s school 
buildings remain inadequate to 
meet the needs of school children”, 
the report stated. At least US$127 
billion, according to ASCE, is nec-
essary to remedy overcrowded and 

aging facilities. And that may be a 
conservative estimate.

The AFL-CIO (US trade union 
peak council) states, “Repairing and 
upgrading schools to meet federal 
standards and wiring them for com-
puters and Internet access requires 
at least $185 billion”.

Besides alleviating everyday 
miseries and hazards, investment 
in the infrastructure will create 
badly needed jobs. According to the 
AFL-CIO’s “Agenda to Create Jobs 
and Lift the Economy”, for every 
billion dollars invested in the trans-
portation infrastructure an estimated 
40,000 jobs are created. Using that 
formula, over four million jobs 
would be created if ASCE’s pro-
jected US$1.6 trillion was invested 
over a five-year period.

Gary Schaeffer, secretary-
treasurer of the Ohio State Building 
and Construction Trade Council, 
told the People’s Weekly World 
in a phone interview that the 
infrastructure is in “dire need of 
rebuilding”. He related how, when 
he lived in Akron, a chunk of 
concrete fell off a bridge and killed 
an elderly couple. “This kind of 
thing will happen more and more”, 
he said.

In Columbus, Ohio, residents 
recently had to deal with raw 
sewage because of problems with 
the sewer system, Schaeffer said.

The list of problems grows. 
“The Midwest blackout was a prob-
lem of deregulation and an old grid 
system”, he said.

On Labor Day, George W Bush 
went to Ohio, a 2004 election bat-
tleground state, and spoke to some 
union members about his tax cuts 
(for the rich) and how they would 
create jobs. A week later, employ-
ers announced 93,000 jobs were 
slashed in August.

“President Bush was here on the 
worst possible day. It was raining. I 
heard about 1,000 people attended. 
Most people were disappointed, 
because he spoke of generalities 
and didn’t get into details [about 
jobs]”, Schaeffer said.

Joe Brady, a spokesman for the 
International Union of Operating 
Engineers, told the People’s Weekly 
World that investing in the infra-
structure made total sense for job 
creation.

“Thousands and thousands of 
good paying jobs would be cre-
ated”, he said. “And when you 
delay addressing these problems, 
you increase the cost. Plus every 
year they delay, schools get worse, 
depriving our children the proper 
environment in which to learn.”

On September 7, Bush 
requested another US$87 billion 
for the cost of rebuilding and 
occupying Iraq and Afghanistan. 
This is on top of the US$79 billion 
requested in April for the illegal 
war on Iraq, the almost US$400 
billion 2003 military budget, and 
the US$350 billion tax giveaways 
to the rich. The Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities said Bush’s 
tax policies could cost US$1 trillion 
over the next 10 years if they are 
extended.

The Bush administration’s fiscal 
and economic policies have resulted 
in the largest deficit ever, US$500 
billion, and the largest job loss ever, 
over 3 million since taking office.

There was no comment from the 
White House on the ASCE report. 
But, even conservatives questioned 
the White House spending priori-
ties versus the needs of the country, 
reflecting a growing trend.

House Transportation Com-
mittee member Republican Rep. 
John Duncan told the media, “If we 
can spend a billion dollars or more 
a week in Iraq … we should be 
doing the same types of things for 
the people in this country.”
People’s Weekly World, paper of 
Communist Party, USA J

BRITAIN: Insurance giant Royal and Sun Alliance announced 
another 1000 job cuts. The company said that the jobs 
would be “outsourced” to other companies over the next 12 
months. The jobs blow coincided with revelations that RSA 
operating profits for the first six months of 2003 rose by 17 
per cent. It also emerged that the company is planning to 
pilot a new call centre facility in India with about 100 staff.

CUBA: A high-ranking military delegation from China began 
a series of meetings with Cuban army officers and other of-
ficials as the two countries seek to deepen their military links, 
according to a government report. The visit marks the second 
such trip this year by a Chinese military delegation to Cuba.

IRAQ: The Observer has revealed that more than 6000 
US servicemen have been evacuated for medical reasons 
since the beginning of the war in Iraq, including many who 
have been seriously wounded. The wounded return to the 
USA with little publicity. Giant C-17 transport jets on medical 
evacuation missions land at Andrews Air Force Base near 
Washington, every night. So far the number of US troops 
wounded in Iraq is twice that of the Persian Gulf war in 1991.

USA: In an opinion issued on September 3, Florida’s Third 
District Court of Appeals refused to overturn a ban on Medicaid-
funded abortions. The Center for Reproductive Rights had 
challenged the ban, charging it discriminates on the basis of 
sex. The Center had argued that it is unconstitutional to deny 
low-income women Medicaid-funded abortions when their 
health is threatened by a pregnancy while covering all repro-
ductive health services needed by men. The challenge was on 
behalf of a health centre, its physician and one of their patients 
– a woman who was denied Medicaid funding for an abor-
tion even thought she suffers from epileptic seizures and her 
medication posed a serious threat to the health of the foetus.

RUSSIA: Around 30 MPs in the State Duma of the Russian 
Federation from several parliamentary factions have signed a 
joint communiqué in support of a two-year break in the trial of 
Slobodan Milosevic and his release from detention. The aim 
is to give him time to receive qualified medical care which 
he presently denied, recuperate his health and to prepare 
his case against the prosecution. “The process against the 
former President of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia … is 
lasting for almost two years already. During all that time, af-
ter they have submitted mountains of suspicious documents, 
brought hundreds of false witnesses and spent hundreds of 
millions of dollars from the UN budget, the prosecutors of 
the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 
(ICTY) haven’t succeeded to show any evidence of guilt of the 
Serbian leader  for the alleged crimes”, the communiqué said.

INTERNATIONAL

Traffic congestion, polluted air and beaches, overcrowded schools, 
potholes, blackouts, broken water mains and decaying bridges are 
daily miseries that most everyone has had to confront. These hazards 
and disruptions will continue and in some cases worsen, according 
to the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE).

Global briefs

$1.6 trillion needed for US infrastructure

by Hans Lebrecht
He was speaking in front of 

many thousands of Palestinians 
and Israeli solidarity delegations of 
Israeli peace forces, who assembled 
to protest against the decision of the 
Israeli “security cabinet”, chaired by 
Prime Minister Sharon in front of 
the battered Muqata building in the 
West Bank town Ramallah. Israeli 
occupation forces have been holding 
Arafat practically as prisoner there 
already for about two years.

The decision, adopted by 
the Sharon cabinet threatens to 
deport Arafat from Palestine or 
to assassinate him should he and 
his armed guards try to defend 
themselves. This decision of the 
Sharon cabinet is censored not only 
by the Palestinian and Israeli peace 
forces, but widely also by Israeli 

media analysts and throughout the 
international arena.

Even the American allies 
of Sharon, and the UN Security 
Council warned against the dangers 
to the Roadmap peace efforts, 
should the threatened step be 
implemented.

The prestigious Israeli daily 
Ha’aretz, for instance, stressed in 
an editorial that “it is a fact that in 
the wake of the Sharon cabinet’s 
decision, the prestige of Yasser 
Arafat, declared by Sharon to 
be “irrelevant” has become very 
relevant. His prestige has risen 
manifoldly, and the Palestinian 
people are almost united in their 
support for Arafat as their leader 
in the struggle for liberation and 
independence”.

Among the Israeli peace 

activists who paid a solidarity visit 
to the threatened Arafat has been 
a delegation of the Gush-Shalom 
peace bloc, headed by the well-
known peace activist, journalist and 
publicist Uri Avnery, a delegation 
of the Israeli Communist Party and 
the democratic HADASH Front, 
headed by CP General Secretary 
and Knesset Member (MK) Issam 
Mahoul, the chair of HADASH, 
MK Muhammad Barakei, former 
MK Tamar Goszanski, as well 
as MK Ahmed Tibi of the Arab 
National Party.

“I am willing to put myself at 
risk and serve as a human shield, 
in order to foil PM Sharon’s 
intention to assassinate Arafat, the 
elected leader and President of the 
Palestinian people. So are many of 
my fellow Israeli peace activists”, 
said 80-year-old Avnery.

Israel’s Attorney General 
is considering opening a police 
investigation into those Israelis who 
visited Arafat, alleging that they 
transgressed the military order to 
close the occupied Palestinian areas 
to Israeli citizens. J

“With or without Arafat,
the Palestinian people will fight for

national liberation from Israeli occupation
and for independent statehood.”

“We have no tanks and no American made F-16 fighter jets or 
Apache gunship helicopters. But should the terrorist Sharon regime 
realise its threat to deport me, or assassinate me, the Palestinian 
people will continue, with even manifold strengthen the fight for 
national liberation and independent statehood with all the means 
at their hands down to the last drop of blood”, declared Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat.

Public sector workersin California call for job creation
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Profitable business
There’s no doubt about it: war 
is unquestionably the most 
profitable business to be in. It’s 
more profitable than car sales 
or kitchen renovations or even 
property speculation.

by Rob Gowland
In what other business do your 

customers spend up big because the 
money is coming out of the public 
purse and not their own pockets, 
and then systematically destroy all 
the hugely expensive things they 
just bought so they all have to be 
replaced?

In what other business do your 
customers demand that you replace 
what they have destroyed not with 
more of the same but with bigger, 
more expensive versions which they 
will pay you to create and then buy 
from you once you have created 
them?

They’ll even pay you to create 
versions they might want to buy; if 
they don’t buy the finished version 
you’re still ahead. You can’t lose!

And if you can get the govern-
ment to indulge in a war with the 
right kind of enemy, you can end 
up with an entire country that has 
to have its infrastructure replaced, 
because its previous infrastructure 
was destroyed in the process of 
eliminating your back catalogue.

The opportunities for profit-
making are just endless.

Of course none of this is new. It 
was widely recognised in the 19th 
century, but except among people 

actually in the business, it was 
generally frowned upon. Armament 
manufacturers in particular were 
actually castigated as “warmon-
gers”, as though making enormous 
amounts of money out of death and 
destruction on a grand scale was not 
nice.

What is new, over the last half 
century, is the frequency of wars. 
As soon as one stops another starts. 
Until now we have the USA, the 
country with the most weapons 
and the most profitable arms 
industry, actually merging them 
all together in an official policy of 
“endless war”.

The business of war is now 
the national business of the USA. 
Which is probably not unrelated to 
the fact that every other business in 
the USA seems to be in the process 
of going down the gurgler.

The Economic Policy Institute, 
a US labour movement think-
tank, says that 3.3 million jobs 
have disappeared there since 2001 
[the government admits to “only” 
2.7 million]. That is the biggest 
sustained job loss since the Great 
Depression.

On September 5, the US Labor 
Department announced that an 
additional 93,000 jobs had been lost 
in August. So many jobs have van-
ished that many unemployed people 
have simply given up the hopeless 
task of looking for work and are no 
longer counted by US officials as 
“unemployed”.

This, it is widely acknowledged, 
accounts for the fact that the largely 
fictional official unemployment 
rate fell last month from 6.2 to 6.1 
percent. It certainly wasn’t because 
people suddenly found work!

What makes the present 
situation different to the 1930s, 
however, is that this time US busi-
ness is simply unable to bring those 
lost jobs back. Talk of economic 
recovery remains just that: talk.

The Washington Post reported 

earlier this month that the US 
Federal Reserve Bank had con-
cluded that “the vast majority of the 
2.7 million job losses since the 2001 
recession began were the result 
of permanent changes in the US 
economy and are not coming back, 
which means the labour market 
will not regain strength until new 
positions are created in novel and 
dynamic economic sectors”.

Just what those “novel and 
dynamic economic sectors” might 
be remains to be seen. In the mean-
time, US businesses are voting with 
their feet and shifting their opera-
tions to low wage countries.

And this trend is set to con-
tinue and to be extended to include 
so-called white collar, high-tech 
and service industry jobs, not just 
jobs in the manufacturing sector. 
US “trend-analysis” firm Forrester 
Research Inc, predicts that “another 
3.3 million jobs will be permanently 
moved overseas by 2015” (Workers’ 
World).

Marx’s associate Frederick 
Engels, foresaw this process as 
long ago as 1880, when he wrote (in 
Socialism: Utopian and Scientific): 
“If the introduction and increase of 
machinery means the displacement 
of millions of manual workers by a 
few machine workers, improvement 
in machinery means the displace-
ment of more and more of the 
machine workers themselves”.

Further down he adds: “Thus it 
comes about that the overwork of 
some becomes the preliminary con-
dition for the idleness of others, and 
that modern industry, which hunts 
after new consumers over the whole 
world, forces the consumption of the 
masses at home down to a starvation 
minimum, and in doing so destroys 
its own home market”.

This process got into high 
gear in the early 1980s. High-tech 
stocks began to boom as computers 
replaced workers and millions of 
jobs went out of existence.

The process continued during 
the late ’80s, when Bush senior was 
President. Jobs continued to be lost 
but business was making profits, 
so the spin meisters of capitalism 
coined the term “jobless recovery” 
to try to make people think all was 
well.

And it seems that, except in 
the armaments business, the US is 

still having a “jobless recovery”. 
But that kind of recovery is as ficti-
tious as official US unemployment 
figures.

No matter how many wars Bush 
and co organise, the US economy 
won’t recover until control over it 
is wrested from the corporations and 
vested instead in the hands of the 
people. J

Too much reality too 
close to home
Today Tonight (Channel 7, 11/9/
03) commemorated the terrorist 
attack on the US by looking at the 
effect it has had on Australians 
since that event. Instead of the 
expected syrupy interview with 
an assortment of sombre and 
spiritually reflective Aussies, 
the piece went on to list one 
after another the commodities 
that have increased in sales 
after September 11 – and, the 
program suggests, as a direct 
result of the terrorist attack.

I suggest that perhaps 
Australians were confused by the 
American term “9/11” which has 
been taken up by our Australian 
media and mistakenly thought they 
meant the 7-11. The thought that the 
temple of Western consumerism, 
the local convenience store, could 
be the target of terrorists – have 
they no compassion? – has appar-
ently struck fear into the hearts of 
Australians and sparked an unprec-
edented spending spree.

Today Tonight informed us that 
since September 11, Australians 
have been enjoying more holidays, 
buying more homes, more cars and 
dining out more often – as assessed 
by increased sales in all those areas.

One implication of this is, per-
haps, that, living in a “Western” 
country (i.e. wealthy capitalist coun-
try where lifestyle and happiness is 
based on, and measured by, the con-
sumption of products) Australians 
sought to escape from the overdose 
of reality that September 11 injected 
via the television into their living 

rooms. That escapism offered itself 
in the already familiar form of con-
sumption.

The consumer-lifestyle mentali-
ty rests on a dream (false belief) that 
merely through buying a lot of the 
right kind of products, freedom and 
happiness can be achieved. Many 
Australians who had felt secure in 
their consumer lifestyle, felt a lot 
less secure in both freedom and hap-
piness after September 11.

In response, they have dived 
even deeper into the pool of con-
sumerism in order to drown out 
unsettling and disturbing ugliness of 
reality from the outside world – that 
“other” world of misery and conflict 
that exists outside of, far away and 
detached from the safe haven of the 
consumer-lifestyle dream.

Yes, to drown out a disquieting 
voice that is saying that their insular 
“perfect” lifestyle which they have 
constructed for themselves, without 
feeling too guilty about the way 
wealthy countries make their wealth 
in the first place from the world’s 
poor countries; the Western con-
sumer lifestyle sported by the rich 
and famous and aspired to in some 
degree by most ordinary Westerners, 
may be less like a certainty and 
a given and more like a falsified, 
constructed dream advertised to all, 
but only affordable to a minority 
of the world’s population – those 
who have the privilege of wealth 
to purchase their escape into this 
dreamworld.

For the rest of the world’s 
population, misery and conflict are 
part of the reality they can’t escape 
from.

Rohan Gowland
Newtown, NSW

Australian 
agriculture needs 
protection 
The collapse of the WTO 
round in Cancún may inject a 
sense of realism into thinking 
about Australian agriculture 
policy. While Australia should 
continue to argue for reductions 
in subsidies and lowering of 
tariffs in the US and the EU, 
for many good reasons, the 
level playing field simply isn’t 
happening at all.

That goal of at least 30 years 
standing remains totally illusive. 
Given that this is the reality should 
Australians allow their generally 
efficient farming sector to be wiped 
out further through tariff reductions 
and only spasmodic assistance, 
mostly to combat droughts or 
floods?

Seems to me we should match 
the subsidy levels applied elsewhere, 
raise the tariffs where required and 
get on with rebuilding agriculture 
and boosting rural exports.

Last year 45,000 jobs were lost 
in the rural sector. In an already 
highly urbanised society this doesn’t 
make sense.

Some say we don’t have that 
option. Please explain! Otherwise 
change tack.

The proposed FTA with the US, 
not wanted by American farmers 
anyway, could carry a much higher 
price for Australia than subsidies.

Klaas Woldring
Pearl Beach, NSW

Cancun, Mexico, 
Yesterday
George Monbiot, one of the 
great minds assembled here a 
few short weeks ago, wrote a 
piece that predicted the outcome 
of the WTO, as you read today. 
In a timely article (The Guardian 
Sept 3) he compares the economic 
divide between the haves and 
the have nothings today with 
the strangely similar divide in 
France, a few years before the 
Revolution.

There are, he says, no reliable 
wealth statistics from that time, but 
the disparities are unlikely to have 
been greater than they are today.

The wealthiest five per cent of 
the world’s people now earn 114 

times as much as the poorest five 
per cent. Pause and think.

He then puts it in another way: 
the 500 richest people on earth now 
own $1.54 trillion – more than the 
entire gross domestic product of 
Africa, or the combined annual 
incomes of the poorest half of 
humanity.

From such obscenities militants, 
insurgents, revolutionaries aka “ter-
rorists” are created. And our leaders 
(Bush, Blair, Howard) persist in 
pursuing the old failed policies, 
hoping we’ll believe that they have 
not done irreparable damage to the 
cause of establishing the just sys-
tems needed to remove the grinding 
poverty, the despair and the “terror”.

Peter Clancy
via email

LETTERS

Culture
& Life

Sydney
Eastern Suburbs Friends of the ABC present

PUBLIC FORUM
ABC IN CRISIS

Sunday 28th September 1:30pm - 4 pm
Waverley Library Theatrette

32-48 Denison Street, Bondi Junction
Gary Cook - President FABC NSW,
Quentin Dempster - ABC Presenter,

Cameron Murphy - NSW Council for Civil Liberties,
Louise Southalan - AFTINET,

Tina Bursill - Actor
More info: Alison Rahill 0438 601 497
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Marion Davies was only a chorus 
girl when she snared the biggest 
sugar daddy of them all in the 
person of press baron William 
Randolph Hearst. Unofficial 
hostess at Hearst’s Hollywood 
mansion San Simeon, and with 
Hearst’s innumerable papers 
and radio stations at her com-
mand, Marion quickly became 
a movie star.

But she was starred in big 
budget dramas for which she was 
ill-suited. Not until she turned to 
light comedy did critics and public 
alike discover that she had real flare 
in this area.

Marion Davies was not the 
only media mogul’s mistress to be 
given a shove in the wrong direc-
tion: Hearst’s rival, Colonel Robert 
McCormick, tried to make his mis-
tress into an opera star, complete 
with her own opera house. She had 
a weak little voice and the result 
was embarrassment all round.

Orson Welles developed the 
central character of his film Citizen 
Kane as an amalgam of Hearst and 
McCormick. Kane’s girlfriend had 
more affinity with McCormick’s 
mistress than with Davies, however.

Nevertheless, Captured On 
Film: The True Story Of Marion 
Davies (ABC 3.00pm Sunday) 
still claims that Kane is the story 
of Marion and Hearst. In the best 
Hollywood tradition, why let the 
facts spoil a good story?

The core of The Tramp 
And The Dictator (ABC 

7.30pm Sunday) is a rediscovered 
16mm colour film Charlie Chaplin’s 
brother Sydney had taken during the 
shooting of his brother’s master-
piece, The Great Dictator.

The Great Dictator is a merci-

less comic assault on Hitler the 
Fuhrer (renamed Adenoids Hynkel, 
The Phooey). Chaplin, as both 
Hynkel and a little Jewish amnesia 
victim, is brilliant and the film has 
gained in stature in the half century 
since it was made.

The Tramp and the Dictator 
celebrates Chaplin’s famous film, 
but also draws some rather tenuous 
links between Chaplin and Hitler: 
“Born only four days apart, Hitler 
had just gotten through his Vienna 
time in a homeless shelter when 
Chaplin invented his immortal 
tramp in 1914.

“While the actor was promoting 
subscriptions for war loans in 1918, 
Lance Corporal Hitler was recover-
ing from a war wound.” And so on.

Although there are plenty of 
talking heads in the film comment-
ing on The Great Dictator, actual 
anti-fascists are conspicuous by 
their absence.

Noel Coward’s wartime 
production This Happy 

Breed (ABC 1.55pm Tuesday) 
was clever anti-Nazi propaganda. 
Like Chaplin’s film, it pitted “little 
people”, the ordinary people of 
Britain, against Hitler.

Hitler and the Nazis don’t 
appear in the film, but there’s no 
mistaking the intent as Coward fol-
lows the lives and loves of a typical 
suburban family from 1919 to 1939. 
The view is a middle class one, and 
it is inevitably romanticised, but it is 
also surprisingly true and honest.

It became a classic, a film about 
ordinary people, played by Robert 
Newton, Celia Johnson, John Mills, 
Stanley Holloway and Kay Walsh.

The Whiteguard his-
tory of the Soviet Union 

proceeds apace: now it’s the siege of 
Leningrad that receives the “crimes 
of Stalin” treatment, in True 
Stories: Stalin And The Betrayal 
Of Leningrad (ABC 10.00pm 
Thursday).

This one claims to feature “doc-
uments stored in Stalin’s personal 
archive for 60 years”, so it must be 
an accurate account and analysis, 
mustn’t it?

It’s a week for interesting 
repeats, including Tuesdays 

With Morrie (ABC 11.25pm 
Tuesday), the last major role by the 

late Jack Lemmon. In it, a visibly 
withered Lemmon won his sixth 
Emmy Award for his portrayal of a 
retired university professor, Morrie 
Schwartz.

Based on the best seller by 
sports writer Mitch Albom (played 
by Hank Azaria, who also won an 
Emmy for his role), the film also 
took out an Emmy for “outstanding 
made-for-television movie”.

The film, like the book, is the 
true story of how a busy sports 
writer whose life somehow lacks 
something he can’t define discov-
ers understanding and fulfilment 
when he starts a series of weekly 
visits to his old college professor 
who is dying of the debilitating Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease.

The film’s cracker-barrel phi-
losophising might impress US 
television viewers who think Oprah 
Winfrey’s show is serious televi-
sion, but it is unlikely to change 
the life of many Guardian readers. 
Winfrey, incidentally, produced the 
film and introduces it.

However, don’t dismiss it: the 
performances, especially Lemmon’s 
tour de force as the dying Morrie, 
are excellent and the film is good 
TV drama (which is not quite the 
same as good drama).

It may also be the most lachry-
mose film of all time: Lemmon’s 
character cries practically non-stop 
(he feels things deeply), but so, at 
one time or another, does just about 
every one else in the cast. In Lassie 
Come Home or The Yearling there 
wasn’t a dry eye in the house, but 
here there isn’t a dry eye on the 
screen! Weird – and so very USA.

Writer Rob Heyland and 
director Simon Langton 

must take the blame for the stodgy 
lump that their adaptation of The 
Scarlet Pimpernel (ABC 9.30pm 
Saturdays) turned out to be.

It was previously screened in 
2001 as three movie-length epi-
sodes. These have now been cut 
in half so it can be repeated as a 
six-part mini-series. It will still be a 
turkey – well dressed, but a turkey 
all the same.

Its appalling right-wing bias was 
probably inevitable given the source 
material (Baroness Orczy’s counter-
revolutionary novels), but this series 
adds insult to injury by being dull 
and turgid with it.

Unlike the previous film ver-
sions of the story, this series lacks 
the necessary sense of romance. Its 
derring-do is vigorous but graceless.

It seeks a curiously unflattering 
authenticity of make-up and cos-

tuming for its female characters but 
the script is full of glaring anachro-
nisms of speech and behaviour.

Sir Percy (the Scarlet Pimpernel) 
is only sufferable as a hero if his 
pose of an empty-headed fop is 
amusing in itself, and his elegant wit 
is allowed to sparkle as his enemies 
are confounded. Heyland has given 
actor Richard E Grant (playing Sir 
Percy) wit as heavy as the boots he 
clumps around in.

John Ford was not the best 
choice to direct Mary 

of Scotland (ABC 10.20pm 
Saturday), the 1936 film version 
of Maxwell Anderson’s novelettish 
play about the conflict between 
Elizabeth I and Mary Queen of 
Scots (in which the big issues of 
history are dumped in favour of per-
sonal rivalry).

As Tom Milne noted in Time 
Out, Ford “remained univolved by 
the polite conventions of historical 
costume drama” except in occa-
sional scenes, such as the “hellfire 
sermon delivered by Moroni Olsen 
as John Knox”.

Nevertheless, almost inevitably 
in a Ford film, Milne praised the 
look of the film (“marvellously 
shot by Joe August, and with Ford 
making striking use of the imposing 
RKO sets”).

The performances, by Katharine 
Hepburn, Fredric March, John 
Carradine, Florence Edridge and 
Donald Crisp, also received their 
due (of sorts): “fascinating in their 
careful, slightly stilted way”. J
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Clever anti-Nazi propaganda (This Happy Breed)

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS
public television

programs
Sun September 28 ~

~ Sat October 4

Sydney

Politics in the Pub
Every Friday night 6pm – 7.45pm

Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills
(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)

Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

Port Adelaide
Commemoration

75th anniversary of the 1928 
waterfront strike

SA Maritime Union of Australia
Sunday September 28
Events start at 2.45pm

Poverty Corner
(corner Lipson and Nile Sts)

Maritime Museum

Sister Janet Meade and volunteers will set up 
a replica soup kitchen for the commemoration
Inside the Maritime Museum, Rex Munn 
will speak about the poverty and working 
conditions, Arthur Shertock will explain the 
reasons for the strike, and the trade union 
choir will perform sea shanties.
The Port Adelaide Enfield Council will supply
a band to lead the march back to the 
Waterside Workers Hall
SA UTLC Secretary Janet Giles will speak
Music and songs by Eileen Darley,
Jaqy Phillips
Sandwiches and soup will be served
The bar will be open

September 26
IMMIGRATION 2003: RAZOR WIRE AND BACK DOOR VISAS

Dr Mary Crock, Immigration Law specialist, Uni of Sydney,
co-author report on Curtain detention centre;
Linda Jaivin, author including several plays

and short stories on asylum seekers

October 3
LABOUR DAY LONG WEEKEND
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Andy Jackson :A so-called 
“secret volume” of the Cole 
Commission Report was released 
last week. Was there anything 
revealed that surprised the 
CFMEU?

Phil Davey: The only real sur-
prise is that the secret report doesn’t 
seem to contain the “smoking gun” 
which the Federal Government was 
inferring existed. In fact, the content 
appears to be quite the opposite 
– an admission by the Royal 
Commissioner that he has been 
forced into hyping certain behav-
iours in order to justify his findings.

AJ: Much of the hype contains 
allegations that union organisers and 
officials have committed criminal 
acts such as assault, intimidation, 
damaging property, extortion, lying 
under oath and falsifying court doc-
uments. But then a bit further on in 
the “secret volume” Commissioner 
Cole says, “most of the matters 
investigated by the commission 
‘might’ have constituted a breach of 
civil or criminal law”.

PD: It’s all delightfully vague of 
course and that’s part of the agenda 
of the Royal Commission. From our 
point of the view the Commission 
was a con job from the beginning.

AJ: The construction industry 
is massive, worth $40 billion in 
Australia, and according to Abbott 
the whole industry is absolutely 
riddled with rorting, corruption. 
That is how he justified spend-
ing over $60 million on the Cole 
Commission. Yet, at the end of the 
day they were only able to point the 
finger at just 23 individuals, and six 
months later there still hasn’t been a 
single charge laid.

PD: Yeah, that indicates they 
were looking for the corruption in 
all the wrong places!

I can’t speak for other States 
but in NSW the adverse find-
ings against our officials were the 
industrial equivalent of jay walking. 
They tended to be things like when 
arriving on a building site the union 
official failed to notify the builder 
that he had arrived on site – hardly 
the most dire criminal behaviour!

We’re very confident that ulti-

mately the same results will come 
out here as in the Giles Royal 
Commission. Despite all the dam-
aging headlines, at the end of all 
the exaggerating on the part of the 
Federal Government, we’re very 
confident that no union official will 
be found guilty of anything of any 
substance whatsoever.

AJ: The report uncovered 
only five incidents where building 
companies had intimidated work-
ers, provided false evidence to the 
Commission or engaged in unlawful 
commercial affairs.

PD: That illustrates better 
than anything the absurdity of the 
show trial that was the Cole Royal 
Commission.

There are massive problems 
in the building industry – there 
is money laundering, organised 
criminal elements, there is serial 
trafficking of illegal immigrants and 
the use of those immigrants as strike 
breakers, there is systemic flouting 
of occupational health and safety 
laws, rorting, tax evasion – all of 
which the national crime author-
ity estimates amounts to billions 
of dollars a year. But unfortunately 
none of this was investigated by the 
Royal Commission, demonstrat-
ing very vividly that they were not 
interested at any time in fixing the 
very real problems in the building 
industry.

We presented in copious detail 
evidence on over 200 companies. 
None of that evidence was looked 
at by the Royal Commission, which 
demonstrates that it was only ever 
a political con job of the clumsiest 
type.

AJ: Tony Abbott has now 
released draft legislation which 
is clearly aimed at crushing the 
CFMEU. Outlawing pattern bar-
gaining is a key component.

PD: The assault on pattern 
bargaining demonstrates better than 
almost anything else the extreme 
ideological obsessiveness of this 
government. In many instances the 
Liberal Party’s own constituency 
– the business lobby –quite likes 
pattern bargaining because it gives 
building companies a measure of 

certainty that competitors are paying 
the same rates and utilising the same 
standards as they are in their agree-
ments with the union.

The Howard Government has 
this zealous obsession with what 
they call the “magic of the mar-
ketplace”, what we would call “the 
law of the jungle” – the farcical 
obsession with individual enterprise 
bargaining that pits company against 
company as much as it pits worker 
against worker.

It simply doesn’t work in the 
building industry and that’s why, 
arguably, the Federal Government 
hasn’t been able to get any traction 
with its very regular appeals to the 
business community and the big 
builders to take on the CFMEU.

In our experience many build-
ers, perhaps most builders like the 
certainty that pattern bargaining 
provides.

AJ: The Government is also 
going to legislate for secret ballots 
before strikes.

PD: Secret ballots will be used 
as a mechanism to slow down the 
will of the workers by creating a 
bureaucracy in the workplace where 
one need not exist. A simple show of 
hands at a workplace meeting will 
be replaced by weeks of process and 
miles of red tape, all at considerable 
expense.

Another part of the legislation is 
demanding union organisers obtain 
written permission before they can 
enter a building site.

When you add all these things 
together as well as the slated 
Building Industry Commission – a 
so-called “task-force on steroids” 
– it will seriously impact on this 

union’s ability to organise its con-
stituency.

AJ: Minster Abbott says a new 
safety commissioner will moni-
tor workplace injuries. It has been 
suggested that the commission will 
be used as a device to stamp out 
industrial disputes dressed up as 
safety issues.

PD: Even the most rabid 
employer must acknowledge that 
the union plays a useful role as a 
watchdog for safety. We do our 
level best to protect our members 
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from shonky builders who every 
day attempt to maximise profit by 
cutting corners on safety.

The union’s role in safety is well 
acknowledged within the industry. It 
performs the function more effec-
tively than current government 
regulatory agencies do.

Simply put, the inevitable result 
of any systemic or legislative attack 
on our right to protect our members’ 
safety at work will result in more 
building workers being killed on 
the job.

The powers-that-be in this 
country resent the fact that working 
people in the building industry have 
been successful in gaining good 
wages and conditions in comparison 
to other blue-collar workers through 
successful and militant unionism.

So over the last two years we’ve 
had an attempt to bleed us in the 
courts through a star-chamber Royal 
Commission, which has cost mil-
lions for the union to defend itself.

AJ: At the same time you still 
have your usual union business, and 
daily struggles in the workplace to 
attend to.

PD: It is perhaps the CFMEU’s 
greatest achievement over the last 
18 months that the union has not 
allowed itself to become distracted 
by this show-trial and to focus on 
the main game, which in NSW 
and across the country is to deliver 
a 36-hour week and substantial 
improvements in quality of life for 
rank and file building workers.

The members responded to our 
efforts with industrial militancy in 
the workplace and in NSW now 
there are 500 enterprise bargain-

ing agreements which deliver a 
36-hour week to tens of thousands 
of building workers. That is a real 
achievement in spite of the distrac-
tions of the Royal Commission and 
the federal legislative agenda.

AJ: The legislation is expected 
to face a difficult passage in the 
Senate, and the Howard Government 
is holding talks with the Democrats. 
Will the CFMEU also be holding 
talks with the Democrats?

PD: Our national leadership is 
talking with the Democrats and the 

other minor parties in the Senate. 
We’re very hopeful that at the end 
of the day sanity will prevail.

Building workers haven’t 
believed the hype and misinforma-
tion being fed systemically to them 
by the powers that be during the last 
18 months. We’re hopeful that the 
minor parties in the Senate will also 
see through the nonsense and recog-
nise that militant trade unionism is 
not what is retarding the develop-
ment of the building industry.

Rather it is those things that 
the CFMEU has identified: the 
abuse of illegal immigrants, things 
like tax evasion, things like money 
laundering – they’re the things that 
hold up productivity in the building 
industry. Many more days a year are 
lost due to industrial accidents than 
industrial action or strike action.

All the international studies 
show that the Australian building 
industry is the second most produc-
tive on the planet.

That’s something that all build-
ing workers can be proud of and that 
there is room within our industry for 
a militant trade union. J

The Cole Royal Commission was only ever
a political con job of the clumsiest type.


