
Every One’s ABC
Not if Howard has his way
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by Peter Mac
Australia’s national broad-

caster is resorting to increasingly 
desperate measures to make its TV 
programming fit its ever-shrinking 
budget. 

 The axing of various programs 
is the direct and intended result of 
a series of funding cuts to specific 
programs, as well as outright budget 
cuts. The Howard Government 
lopped $50 million from the ABC 
budget some six years ago. That 
massive funding loss has never 
been made good. This year ABC 
management requested a special 
infusion of some $250 million 
over the next three years, in order 
to avoid major program losses. The 
Howard Government refused.

As a result, a number of 
programs were cut, including the 
popular children’s TV programs 
Fly TV and Behind the News. The 
midday World at Noon news and 
current affairs program has been 
largely eliminated by merging it 
with the former Business Breakfast 
program. The cadet training scheme 
for journalists has been abolished.

Enforced cuts
These enforced cuts to pro-

grams and services have resulted 
in the modification of some 100 
positions at the ABC, and will result 
in redundancies for 25 employees. 

The Howard Government 
is feigning shock and outrage 
at the latest program cuts. In a 
transparent attempt to blame the 
ABC management the Minister for 
Communications, Senator Richard 
Alston, declared indignantly: 
“We were led to believe at the 
time (when the last program cuts 
were announced) that this would 
be the sum total of the cuts being 
announced”.

ABC Radio is also to suffer pro-
gram cuts. The weekend afternoon 
local and state news broadcasts are 
to be replaced by a single national 
news bulletin with local weather 

reports and the capacity to transfer 
to local broadcasting in times of 
emergencies.

Alston once again tried to 
blame the victim and absolve 
himself and the Government from 
responsibility.

“We’d say there are many 
areas where the ABC could look 
for savings before it drops local 
news. There are, for example, 
ABC executives flying regularly 
around the world to attend various 
conferences”, he stated glibly. 

In point of fact ABC repre-
sentatives actually attend no more 
conferences than the organisation’s 
status as national broadcaster war-
rant. Alston and other government 
members have attacked the ABC 
management not because cuts are 
being made, but because they’re 
being made in areas which will 
result in political damage for the 
Government.

Alston was furious when the 
ABC terminated the children’s 
program Fly TV, because it set 
back the introduction of digital 
TV in Australia, which the com-
mercial broadcasters expected the 
Government to support.

Similarly, the axing of the 
weekend local and state radio 
bulletins will be resented by rural 
listeners, who will feel less inclined 
to support the coalition at the next 
federal election.

Howard resents ABC 
independence

The Howard Government has 
always resented the ABC’s indepen-
dence. This was never more evident 
than during Alston’s recent attack 
on ABC radio’s AM program for its 
relatively fair and honest reporting 
of the war in Iraq. 

At the time Alston lodged a 
complaint with the ABC, claiming 
68 examples of “bias” in ABC 
reporting. However, the ABC’s 
complaints panel subsequently 
dismissed the complaints, except 

for two which were not found to be 
of a serious nature.

Alston now proposes to 
establish a new panel to deal with 
complaints against the ABC. He 
wants the members of the new 
body to be chosen by the head 
of the Australian Broadcasting 
Association, the arch-conservative 
Professor David Flint. 

The good professor is said to 
have a particularly intense dislike 
of the ABC, having been frequently 
pilloried by the ABC’s Media Watch 
program for his reluctance to deal 
decisively with violations of broad-
casting standards by commercial 
broadcasters. A complaints panel 
selected by Flint would become 
the means by which the Howard 
Government would control ABC 
program policies and destroy its 
independence.

The ABC faces yet another 
assault from Senator Alston. He 
casually floated the idea last 
week of turning the ABC into 
a public charity by placing it 
on the Government’s “Cultural 
Organisations Register”.

At first sight the idea was 
dismissed as ridiculous by many 
members of the public, but the 
implications of such a move are 
particularly chilling. The introduc-
tion of financial support for the 

ABC by non-government organisa-
tions and individuals would provide 
the Government with yet another 
excuse to cut funding while those 
making “charitable” donations 
could claim tax deductions.

Although the Government has 
denied it would do so, the ABC 
would almost certainly suffer a 
fate similar to that of Australia’s 
universities, which have had a 
catastrophic fall in government 
funding since they began seeking 
corporate sponsorship at the behest 
of the Government several years 
ago.

Registration of the ABC as a 
charity would also provide a back-
door means to introduce corporate 
sponsorship. This, in combination 
with the reductions in government 
funding, would strengthen the 
government’s hand for the eventual 
introduction of paid commercial 
advertising on the ABC. 

Corporate sponsors
Corporate sponsors would then 

be able to stand over ABC manage-
ment to provide the shallow, crass 
and reactionary commercial grade 
programs that they and the Howard 
Government favour.

And when the distinction 
between broadcasts by the ABC 

and commercial organisations 
was sufficiently blurred, the 
Government would be in a position 
to argue for the ABC to be sold off 
in whole or in part, as have many 
other publicly-owned institutions 
during the Howard Government’s 
period in office.

Thankfully, the initial response 
of the ABC Board to Aston’s char-
ity suggestion has been negative, 
although they have stated they’re 
“considering” the suggestion. 
One board member is said to have 
pointed out that the ABC is already 
funded by the public, which would 
not look with favour on the idea of 
providing additional funding in the 
form of charitable donations.

The fight is on to save the ABC 
as “everyone’s” independent TV 
and radio broadcaster. J

Driven by its hatred of every publicly-owned and 
independent service and everything that carries a 
progressive and democratic message to the Australian 
people, the Howard Government, by its savage financial 
cuts has forced the ABC to ditch more popular programs.
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by Bob Briton
Undeterred, Mr Bart and com-

pany founder Jim Selim will try 
once more to save Pan from liquida-
tion and to spare Mr Selim the pain 
of lawsuits for around $100 million 
in damages resulting from the larg-
est recall of medicinal products in 
history. The terms of the sale would 
see Mr Selim give up his 53 percent 
stake and release him from any 
further legal responsibility to Pan 
creditors.

The media has been full of 
claims and counter-claims recently 
about the propriety of the actions of 
Mr Selim, Mr Bart and the current 
administrator Tony McGrath.

The group with the most vital 
interest in proceedings, the creators 
of all the wealth being horse-traded 
by the major players, will also be 
represented at the meeting. 

Workers’ jobs
Pan’s 114 fulltime employees 

will again be represented by the 
Australian Workers Union (AWU) 
but, unfortunately for them, they 
are owed “only” $2.985 million in 
entitlements. Money talks loudest 
at meetings of this sort with votes 
being allotted on the basis of dollars 
owing. So the economic futures of 
the workers and their families will 
count for relatively little.

The AWU has been backing 
the Deed of Company Arrangement 
(DOCA) buyout being proposed 
by Fred Bart as the best chance of 
securing jobs and entitlements for 
their members. The alternative is to 
line up with all the other creditors 
to get what’s owing to them from 
the $250 million personal fortune 
of Mr Selim. Pan’s administrator 
Tony McGrath – who favours liqui-
dation and the pursuit of Mr Selim 
and other directors – admits that the 
necessary course of legal action is 
“very expensive and very risky”.

While Mr Bart asserts that he 
will pay workers and suppliers in 
full, others are unhappy that they 
would be put on a drip-feed that 

relies on the future profitability of 
a Pan Mk 2. Even in this best-case 
scenario, the DOCA would only 
repay these “contingent creditors” 
to the tune of 59 cents in the dollar. 
Efforts by Mr Bart and Mr Selim to 
sweeten the deal for these parties 
have so far been strongly resisted.

Fred Bart has accused adminis-
trator Tony McGrath from KPMG 
of a conflict of interests. KPMG has 
corporate links to the Mayne Group 
– the largest of the contingent credi-
tors – claiming $45 million worth 
of damages resulting from the Pan 
recall.

Mr Selim is also in a fighting 
mood. He is said to be considering 
a lawsuit against the Therapeutic 
Goods Administration (TGA) – the 
Commonwealth authority respon-
sible for the audits that led to the 
withdrawal of Pan’s manufacturing 
licence.

He maintains that the body is 
engaged in a vendetta against him 
and that he has never instructed 
anyone to substitute product or 
manipulate data. However, it was 
his claim that ingredients were only 
substituted at the request of distribu-
tors that seems to have re-opened 
the floodgates of revelations about 
Pan.

Catalogue of 
malpractices

The Australian recently ran a 
series of articles cataloguing the 
deplorable manufacturing prac-
tices being alleged. According to the 
company’s own records, drugs con-
taminated with metal were passed 
for distribution. Contaminated 
evening primrose oil from an unreg-
istered supplier in Thailand was 
said to be from a Canadian source. 
Drugs for human beings were cross-
contaminated with antibiotics for 
animals. In another case, there was 
no evidence that sheep placenta 
was tested for potential pathogens 
(viral and bacterial disease causing 
agents).

The result of an eight-day inves-
tigation in February revealed that 
the Moorebank factory was dirty, 
with the same production lines 
being used for animal drugs, human 
drugs and cosmetics. 

I “didn’t know”
“There was compelling evi-

dence of deliberate and systematic 

manipulation of finished product 
quality control testing raw data so 
as to misrepresent”, the TGA found. 
Mr Selim claims that he knew noth-
ing of the TGA’s concerns in spite 
of the existence of the report.

However, it appears that the 
chemist and former manufac-
turer has had a long and difficult 
relationship with industry and pro-
fessional overseers. In 1975 the 
NSW Pharmaceutical Board 
suspended him from practicing 
pharmacy for replacing paracetamol 
in medicines with sugar lactose.

Ten years ago, Pan Laboratories 
was fined $280,000 after the TGA 
won 13 convictions against the 
company for supply and export 
fraud. The ruling was overturned 
on a technicality relating to dates 
and the TGA gave up on the issue 
when the owners moved the target 
by changing the company’s name.

There are many lessons for the 
labour movement in the Pan saga. 
The most important is that capital-
ists do not carry on their activities to 
meet human needs and provide jobs 
for workers out of the goodness of 
their hearts.

Resurrection?
Mr Selim told The Australian 

Financial Review that the resurrec-
tion of the company was important 
“in the interests of keeping workers 
in their jobs and ensuring supplies 
of vitamin and herbal products”. 
One can only wonder what other 
philanthropic activities Mr Selim 
might be engaged in.

All capitalist enterprises are 
carried on only when they produce 
profits. The rest is verbiage and 
camouflage. It is the workers that 
have an undivided interest in safe 
products, secure jobs and steadily 
improving standards of living for 
working people. These objectives 
will be achieved only when the 
workers wrest control of the eco-
nomic life of the country from the 
elites that currently have it.

Right here and now, unions will 
have to make choices from what 
is achievable but nobody should 
be deluded that certain groups of 
capitalists have jobs and other 
community needs at heart. The 
present situation is one in which the 
workers – who have produced the 
fortunes of Mr Selim and Mr Bart 
– and the overwhelming majority 
of the population, are small stake-
holders when the crucial economic 
decisions are made.

If this humiliating state of 
affairs is to be rectified, socialism, 
in which the working people own 
and run the means of production, 
must be moved up the labour move-
ment’s list of priorities. J
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PRESS FUND
Interviewed by the BBC, white South African farmer Ben Badenhorst 
admitted to paying his employees an illegally low wage, housing them 
in tiny squalid quarters – and beating them. “It’s the only way you can 
discipline them”, he declared. He’s also worried about them taking over 
the farm! Some people just can’t make the connection between cause 
and effect. You, on the other hand, can connect with the great move-
ments of the world just by making a contribution to the Press Fund. 
Our sincere thanks to this weeks’ generous contributors:
Jim Doyle, in memory of Lit Connors, $100
Jessie Kiek, in memoriam for Jim Mitchell, $100
Laurie Kiek, in memoriam for Jim Mitchell, $100
Elke and Mike Ainsworth $25, E Ewer $30, J Hale $27, J Robson $100, 
“Round Figure” $18.
This week’s total: $500. Progressive total: $7765.

Pan Pharmaceuticals wash-up:
Workers wait as financial titans battleCorruption at home

As Australian troops, financiers and other bureaucrats ar-
rive in the Solomon Islands to root out corruption, establish 
transparency in government and establish law and order, one 
made-in-Australia scandal after another is being covered in the 
Australian media.

With unbelievable effrontery, Tony Abbott established a 
trust fund and called it “Australians for Honest Politics”. As 
his contribution to “transparency” he has refused to name the 
contributors to his fund which was for the purpose of tripping 
up Pauline Hanson and putting her behind bars.

Malcolm Jones, a NSW lower house Member of Parliament, 
has been expelled from the house because he rorted his living 
away from home allowance. But is he the first and will he be the 
last?

Then there is the fund set up by some unions to fund the elec-
tion campaigns of some members of the Federal Parliament. It is 
claimed that the Electoral Commission was not informed of this 
fund which is said to have distributed about $100,000 because of 
an “oversight”.

NSW Greens MP Lee Rhiannon has also revealed that the 
Randwick Labor Club donated $175,000 in the lead up to the 
2003 State election though the public has no idea where this 
money originated.

She says that the 500 Club donated $60,000 to the Liberal 
Party in the same period, yet the individuals or companies 
responsible for giving this money to the club are granted ano-
nymity.

Shouldn’t all this go down in the corruption column?
Is it any wonder that the Electoral Commission says that 

proposals that it has made over years have been ignored by suc-
cessive Labor and Liberal governments because they would be 
“financially disadvantaged” by the suggested changes. 

In another field we have the successive lies being told by the 
Prime Minister and his Ministers – the children overboard, the 
“never ever” GST, “Medicare is here to stay”, the Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction, just to name a few. But Howard and Co. are 
telling the Solomon Islanders and now the government of PNG 
about honesty in government.

In yet another field of “high society” we have the obvious 
corruption going on it one company after another. The story 
of Pan Pharmaceuticals (in the next column) is only one case. 
Capitalism is synonymous with corruption.

Australian politics are sinking deeper and deeper into the 
quagmire of deceit, double standards, corruption in high places 
and hypocrisy. This political immorality is leading to widespread 
cynicism about the present political process among the Australian 
people. Parliament is seen as the means by which those in control 
of the economic and political processes feather their own nests 
and those of their corporate mates while disregarding the inter-
ests of the overwhelming majority of the people.

While the Australian Electoral Commission does an efficient 
job and attempts through its recommendations to close loop-
holes in the present system it does not (and probably could not) 
call for the present system by which taxpayers’ money is used to 
fund the expenses of political parties to be scrapped.

The CPA opposed this system from the very beginning 
maintaining that political parties should fund their own election 
campaigns. As it is the major parties receive millions of dollars 
to cover their election campaigns.

In the 1996 Federal elections alone, taxpayers paid out $32 
million to the political parties. The ALP received $12.8 m., the 
Liberal Party $12.5 m., the National Party $2.9 m. and the 
Democrats $2.9 m. This scheme should be scrapped.

Other urgent reforms include establishing the right of recall 
by electors of parliamentarians who do not carry out their 
obligations in accordance with the needs of their electors, the 
introduction of proportional representation for all State and 
Federal elections, the reduction of salaries paid to parliamen-
tarians to not more than that paid to a skilled worker and the 
elimination of perks and lurks at present enjoyed by politicians. 
These perks are often paid by companies in return for expected 
favours – and their expectations are often fulfilled.

Are these reforms possible? Yes, they are. They already exist 
but only in those countries in which working class representa-
tives are in command of their parliaments and the economy.

As The Guardian goes to press, a second meeting of creditors of the 
failed complementary medicines manufacturer Pan Pharmaceuticals 
is due to take place in Sydney. At a rowdy meeting held in the 
Masonic Centre last week, the same creditors rejected an offer by 
a consortium led by textiles entrepreneur Fred Bart to take over 
and continue to operate the company.

Capitalists do not carry 
on their activities to 

provide jobs for
workers out of the 

goodness of
their hearts

SYDNEY
• Public meeting Fri Sept 19, 6.30pm. Trades Hall,
4 Goulburn St, City. Ph Jorge 0425 237 285
• Sydney Uni. Tues Sept 23, 1pm Ph 0410 544 396
• Uni of NSW Mon Sept 22, 4pm Ph 0401 260 439
• Macquarie Uni Mon Sept 22, 1pm Ph 0413 958 371
• Uni of Western Sydney Tues Sept 23, 4pm.
Bankstown Campus Ph Megan 0419 117 606.
MELBOURNE
• Public meeting Thurs Sept 11, 6.30pm. Trades Hall
BRISBANE
• Public meeting Sun Sept 14, 2pm
Brisbane Activist Centre, 74b Wickham St,
Fortitude Valley. $8/$5. Ph 07 3831 2644
• Uni of Qld Mon Sept 15, 1pm
Kingam Room, (next to Red Room)
• Griffith Uni Mon Sept 15, 4pm Council Chambers, 
Bray Centre, Natham campus Ph 07 3831 2644.

CANBERRA
• Australian National Uni Tues Sept 16, 1pm.
John Dedman Room 102,Ph Stuart 02 6247 2424
• Griffin Centre Tues Sept 16, 7pm.
Room 4,Bunda St, Civic. $8/$6. Ph 02 6247 2424
NEWCASTLE
• Public Meeting Thurs Sept 18, 7.30pm
Newcastle Trades Hall Council, 406 King St, city
Ph 02 4926 5328.
• Newcastle Uni Thurs Sept 18, 1pm. Nelson room, 
Shortland Union Bldg, Ph Simon  0405 733 768
WOLLONGONG
• Public meeting Wed Sept 17, 7pm. Wattle Room, 
Wollongong Town Hall, cnr Crown & Kembla Sts, City. 
$8/$6. Ph Will 0425 329 963
• Uni of Wollongong Wed Sept 17, 12.30pm
Room 67.104, McKinnon bldg
Ph Amanda 4226 2010

Hear Alvaro Guzman national director of the Bolivarian Student Front of Venezuela



2 THE GUARDIAN September 10 2003 THE GUARDIAN September 10 2003 3

AUSTRALIA

Refugees still behind razor wire
Andrew  Jackson

The arrival of 14 of the Tampa 
refugees from Nauru ─ amongst 
a group of 21 in total ─ cannot 
be used to justify or soften one’s 
attitude to Howard’s illegal and 
immoral refugee policy.

Drowned out by the media 
fanfare are the cries of the over 
200 Tampa refugees remaining on 
Nauru, and more hundreds languish-
ing behind razor-wire fences in 
camps scattered across the continent 
and on Pacific and Indian Ocean 
islands.

Escalating the 
terror

In the coming spring sitting of 
Parliament the Howard Government 
will press forward with new changes 
to the Temporary Protection Visas 
(TPVs) in a bid to further strip refu-
gees of their human rights.

Immigration Minister Philip 
Ruddock proudly announced that 
“These balanced changes will 
ensure Australia’s onshore protec-
tion arrangements are consistent 
and fair, and will assist in upholding 
the integrity of our humanitarian 
resettlement program”.

Under existing legislation 
people who apply for asylum 
who are already in Australia ─ 
having arrived on tourist, business 
and education visas ─ are able 
to access Permanent Protection 
Visas.

The Government now seeks to 
remove this right, offering them 
only the same Temporary Protection 
status as the so-called “unlawful 
arrivals”.

Even more heinously, Mr 
Ruddock intends to repeal the 
guaranteed three-year tenure of the 
TPVs, allowing him to expel genu-
ine refugees at any time.

And why is he making this 

change? To protect the unity of 
families!

“This change would provide the 
ability for the grant of TPVs and 
Temporary Humanitarian Visas for 
shorter periods than those currently 
stated in the regulations”, explains 
Mr Ruddock.

“This removes the problem of 
visas expiring at different times for 
family members who had arrived 
separately, and will help them to be 
considered for further protection as 
a group.”

No excuses
Mr Ruddock says the raft of 

changes “will align Australia’s 
protection arrangements with inter-
national protection objectives which 
emphasise that for most refugees the 
appropriate response is to provide 
interim protection until they can 
return home in safety”.

This statement is a most twisted 
interpretation of the United Nations 
Convention on refugees, and a 
deliberate misrepresentation of 
Government policy.

The Convention does not say 
a Government need only provide 
temporary protection, and is most 
strongly worded against the forced 
removal of refugees who have been 
at any time recognised as genuine.

However, Mr Ruddock never 
mentions “forced repatriation”, he 
sugar-coats the Government’s policy 
thus: “Where TPV holders are no 
longer in need of Australia’s protec-
tion, their places are reassigned to 
the Humanitarian Program to reset-
tle refugees and others of concern 
who are in the greatest need”.

Our obligations
The Howard Government’s con-

tinuing campaign of terror against 
refugees must be brought to an end.

Australia must fulfil its obli-
gations under the United Nations 
Convention on Refugees, which 
must be strictly adhered to in both 
letter and spirit.

The internment camps must be 
closed ─ both those in the Australian 
outback and the ones on far-flung 
islands in the Pacific and Indian 

Oceans. The remaining refugee 
processing centres in urban areas 
must be brought under government 
control with full transparency of 
processes.

On arrival refugees must be held 
only for the minimum time neces-
sary to allow for security and health 
checks. They must have full access 
to social services, legal assistance 
and their local communities.

There must be no forced 
removal. Once accepted as genu-
ine refugees they must be given 
Permanent Protection Visas, the cur-
rent policy of Temporary Visas must 
be scrapped.

Refugees must then be accord-
ed all the applicable rights ─ the 
right to public education, health 
care and social security benefits, 
and the right to full-time permanent 
employment.

Specifically, it must be recog-
nised that the family members of 
refugees may also face harassment, 
torture and death in their home 
countries and should also be allowed 
to migrate to Australia as refugees 
or on family reunion visas. J

Almost two years to the day since the Howard Government’s high-
seas act of piracy against the Tampa, the first planeload of refugees 
have finally set foot on Australian soil.

People keen to 
sign for Medicare
The experience of collecting signatures to the 
Save Medicare petitions in Adelaide shows 
that people are particularly worried about 
the fate of bulk billing and they are keen to 
put their names down to help save it.

by Marie Lean
Port Adelaide Branch members hit the 

streets of Semaphore on Saturday, September 6 
and collected about 200 signatures even though 
they said there were not many people about. 
(See pic. page 4)

Central Branch members collected signatures 
at the Hiroshima Day public meeting and the 
monthly meeting of the Retired Union Members’ 
Association. An ALP Guardian reader has so far 
collected three sheets of signatures outside her 
local shopping centre and asked for more copies 
of the petition.

Petitions have been placed inside The 
Guardian and also sent to subscribers who 
receive the The Guardian by mail from Sydney. 
Two have responded – one with one and a quarter 
pages of signatures. The second person filled one 
sheet and has phoned for another which he soon 
filled and returned.

The Union of Australian Women has a 
petition circulating too. One member took a 
petition to her Aqua exercise class and got the 
participants to sign. She also left a petition at her 
hairdressers and it was filled within the week. 
Spurred on, she then left petitions at the chem-
ists, the bottle shop and the greengrocers. Her 
score so far is hairdresser two sheets, chemist two 
sheets, bottle shop two sheets and six sheets at 
the greengrocers!

It is obvious by results so far that there is 
a groundswell of people who want to defend 
Medicare. The whole of the trade union move-
ment and community groups need to get involved 
before it is too late. People want to stop the 
destruction of Medicare. J

The Red Star
shines in Auburn
For the last few months the newly formed 
Auburn Branch of the CPA has been active 
in the campaign to save Medicare and to 
reopen the local dental clinic which was 
free for children under 18 years of age.

by Yan Xing
Health is very important in everybody’s 

life. Nearly 90 percent of Chinese migrants 
signed the petition and they said the CPA is 
the party which is working for the working 
class people.

They believe that the Party will help the 
local people to do something to make the 
place better and bring new ideas and changes 
to Auburn.

The local dental clinic was closed down 
by the State Government and Medicare will go 
unless we save it.

We are doing everything we can. We 
want the country to start hearing the people’s 
voice. People have the right to know why the 
dental service was closed without any notice 
to the local people. It has made everybody 
worry. How many other services will be 
treated the same as the dental clinic and be 
closed down?

One old lady held my hand and said: “As 
an Australian I worked all my life for this 
country. Now when I am old I have to go to 
the doctor twice every week and now I have to 
pay and will have no food to eat after paying 
the doctor”.

One man said, “I know you are commu-
nists. I believe in God. I believe all of you do 
the right thing for the people, God will help 
you”.

The CPA is the new star in Auburn. 
We are working together with all the dif-
ferent parties and people with different 
backgrounds to make Auburn a new, fresh 
city in Australia. J

• Write to your ALP, Democrat 
Senators and demand they join with 
the Greens to block Howard’s changes;
• Get your union or community group 
to adopt a resolution to retain Medicare 
and send it to the Government, the 
ALP, the Democrats and Greens;
• Contact the CPA for leaflets and our 
Save Medicare petition. Get friends, 

neighbours and relatives to sign. Ask 
your local shopkeepers to have the 
petition on their counter. Run a street 
stall and collect signatures;
• Write to your local newspaper or 
contact your favourite radio/TV station. 

Make it known that you
want Medicare to stay.

What you can do to save Medicare

Collecting Save Medicare petition signatures in Blacktown Sydney

Members of the Chinese community signing Save Medicare 
petitions in Auburn Sydney
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• a more “flexible” workforce, 
including casuals, labour hire and 
part-time employment,

• a plan to divide the company 
into discrete profit centres,

• the introduction of a value 
based (code for ‘low cost’) airline, 
to compete with the Virgin Blue 
market,

• over a third of the $1 billion 
savings are to come from labour.

Casualisation 
Qantas’ plans to casualise 25 

percent - and perhaps up to 45 
percent - of its workforce was big 
news when it was announce last 
month. The position appears to have 
changed somewhat – perhaps, not 
surprisingly, following the strong 
reaction of unions and the consider-
able commotion in the press caused 
by the announcement.

It appears that when Geoff 
Dixon talked about plans to casu-
alise 25 percent of the workforce, he 
meant that this would include per-
manent part-time positions as well.

When Qantas took the provoca-
tive step of employing labour hire 
workers on the Melbourne Airport 
luggage ramps they did not antici-
pate that all unions would act so 
swiftly to support one another.

When other unions found out 
that Qantas intended to replace 
members of the Transport Workers’ 
Union with 50 or more scab labour 
they rallied to support the TWU. 
The Company was forced to back 
down.

The solidarity among unions 
has continued from that point and 
during the briefing by Geoff Dixon, 
Greg Combet, Secretary of the 
ACTU, made it clear to Dixon that 
all the Unions are sticking together 
to ensure the airline continues to be 
an employer that has real jobs with 
decent wages and conditions.

The unions reminded Dixon 
that the way changes have been 
dealt with in the past is through 
constructive negotiations and 
consultation, not by one party 
introducing what was clearly a 
strategy based on confrontation. 
Announcements in the media with-
out any prior discussion with the 
unions were not acceptable. 

Unions also made clear that 
a one-size-fits-all approach is not 
going to work and that the company 
must negotiate with unions to find 
the means to ensure the company’s 
needs within the different parts of 
the business. Qantas cannot make 
unilateral decisions that will harm 
union members without there being 
a reaction.

The unions warn that Qantas 
management may have softened its 
approach for now – but their agenda 
for workplace change has always 
been executed with a fair degree of 
aggression.

Unions have stressed to man-
agement that they are open to 
change and are willing to discuss 
how to achieve a productive way 
forward – but that they reject the 
Reith-style tactics used against the 
MUA. J

LABOUR STRUGGLES

NRL board cancels award night

On August 26 all Qantas unions attended a briefing from Qantas chief 
executive Geoff Dixon following the company’s end of year profit 
results. Like every year before it, Qantas’ need for “cost savings” 
was a significant theme. Geoff Dixon announced a “sustainable 
futures” program, including:

A Melbourne mum, who received nationwide publicity for 
being made redundant by Telstra within hours of returning 
to work after taking maternity leave, has got her job back. 
Speaking on her victory the Victorian woman said, “When 
I first approached the CPSU about this, I felt I was sink-
ing. But if I had not gone to the union I would not be going 
back to work. My CPSU reps were adamant about my rights 
and that I should follow it through. They did a great job. 
Their support and knowledge has been unbelievable”.

Finance sector workers have voted overwhelmingly against 
the proposed takeover of AMP by the National Australia Bank. 
According to the union the takeover would mean massive job 
cuts. “Mergers are devastating for jobs and the community”, 
said FSU National Secretary, Tony Beck. AMP recently refused 
to negotiate an employment agreement. The union is calling on 
AMP to reconsider their decision and enter negotiations with 
the union to protect the jobs and conditions of its workforce.

Assault charges have been laid against a cheese fac-
tory manager who physically assaulted a LHMU Union 
Organiser. The organiser was responding to a complaint 
about safety conditions at the Rose Valley Cheese Fac-
tory in Armadale, Western Australia, where electrical chords 
were found lying in pools of water on the factory floor. “Our 
organiser was thrown out, using physical violence, despite 
having every right, indeed a responsibility to be there,” 
Dave Kelly, WA LHMU Secretary said. The cheese fac-
tory has recently been fined $5000 after pleading guilty to 
breaching its licence by disposing of waste water on site.

The demands of the Rugby 
League Professionals’ Association 
(the players’ union) include:

• the right to a minimum wage 
for all players under contract. The 
NRL clubs want to decide who gets 
a minimum wage at the end of the 
season;

• protection of entitlements 
where a club folds. Players from 
Auckland, North Sydney, South 
Queensland and the Northern Eagles 
are still owed money;

• players’ rights to use their 
intellectual property – subject to 
safeguards for NRL sponsors;

• indemnity of contracts against 
clubs going broke;

• a death clause. The NRL 
rejected the players’ proposal that it 
should pay out two year’s wages if a 
player is killed on the job;

• a choice of superannuation 
funds.

Rugby League players had voted 
to boycott the Dally M Awards if 
the NRL failed to make meaning-
ful progress towards a collective 
agreement to provide security for all 
players by the end of last week.

Only the wage claim was agreed 
to by the NRL.

The Rugby League 
Professionals’ Association President 
Tony Butterfield said, “We needed 
reasonable, meaningful progress 
on a number of issues. To go back 
to the players and say, ‘… we have 
progressed on one [issue], we’ll 
accept that’: that was never going to 
be the case”.

Not taken lightly
Members of the RLPA said the 

boycott decision had not been taken 
lightly, but that a strong message 
had to be sent to the businessmen 
running the game that the players 

were serious about achieving basic 
rights.

“The Dally M Awards celebrate 
the game’s history and are a great 
night out for players and their part-
ners”, said Tony Butterfield.

“By forgoing this night, players 
are sending the public a message 
that if we don’t protect young 
players, there won’t be a game to 
celebrate into the future.

“We have made a conscious 
decision to protect [the players] in 
a way that minimises the impact on 
fans, but people need to be aware 
that we are serious about secur-
ing an agreement that protects all 
players.

“The elite players have nothing 
personally to gain from this agree-
ment. We are taking this stand on 
behalf of the young players entering 
the code and for the future of the 
game”.

The RLPA gave the NRL a 
deadline of last Friday to make 
progress on their offer, but the NRL 
instead, announced the cancellation 
of the award night. J

Rugby League’s annual awards ceremony, the Dally M Awards, 
will not take place this year as a result of the intransigence of the 
News Ltd-controlled National Rugby League (NRL) in negotiations 
with the players’ union.

Qantas forced
to step back
– for now

Workers to lower speed limits to 40km

The workers also voted to lower 
speed limits to 25 kilometres an 
hour when the traffic is within one 
metre from the road work zone and 
no barriers are present.

The two resolutions were 
developed with the support of 
the traffic control association and 
several major road contractors. 
AWU road workers will adopt 
their desired speed limits after 
September 30 2003. AWU National 
Secretary Bill Shorten said 
September 30, would give contrac-
tors enough notice to factor in the 
cost of any additional speed limit 
signage when negotiating their 
contracts.

Workers expressed their anger 
at the lack of public support for 
their safety at their stop work meet-
ing held last week at the Monee 
Valley Racecourse. One worker 
described how motorists speed past 
work zones exceeding the currently 
enforceable 60 kilometre limit. 
Another described how a rogue 
principal contractor left road work-

ers to work at night without any 
lighting on the site.

Mr Shorten said the workers just 
wanted the same safety standards 
as South Australia, which had leg-
islated 40 kilometre speed limits in 
the state’s road work zones.

Road worker killed
The call for tougher measures 

follows the tragic death of an AWU 
member struck by a runaway truck 
during his lunch break while work-
ing on the Geelong to Melbourne 
Road upgrade late last year.

Mr Shorten said if the Victorian 
Government could legislate to lower 
speed limits around schools, it could 
lower the speed limits to protect 
road workers’ safety.

“If motorists do not respect 
40 kilometre speed limits in work 
zones not protected by traffic bar-
riers, we will do what is necessary 
to stop speeding traffic in order to 
protect our members’ lives”.

He said the union would also be 
seeking to put the new 40 kilometre 
and 25 kilometre speed limits in all 
upcoming road work enterprise bar-
gaining agreements. “We see safe 
speed limits as a condition of work 
and will ensure all future agree-
ments contain the resolutions passed 
today. J

About 500 AWU road workers have unanimously voted to improve 
Victorian workplace safety by adopting 40 kilometre speed limits 
in road work zones where there are no traffic barriers.

LABOUR NOTES

Perth
The CPA WA Branch invites you to

Defend Medicare
WOMEN AND WAR:

Sunday, September 14 at 10 am
1 Salar Place, Dianella. Perth
Morning tea and politics $5 donation

Dr Harry Cohen will speak on:
The Crisis Of Hospitals And The Wastage On Weapons
For more info: CPA(WA Branch) 08 9276 9144 or 08 9337 1074

A Port Adelaide Branch member collecting signatures last Saturday for the CPA’s Save Medicare 
petition. “A great response” says The Guardian’s Adelaide correspondent.
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AUSTRALIA

From Our Correspondent:
As well as Mr Coward, OzCop 

says that Foreign Minister Oleander 
Bounder, Immigration Minister 
Commandant Adolph Buttock 
and Deputy Prime Minister Don 
Blanderson, are all under inves-
tigation for various “suspicious” 
activities.

Former Workplace Relations 
Minister, Pedro “The Third” Reich, 
is being sought through the inter-
national policing agency IntelCop. 
Latest pictures from his villa in 
Spain show Mr Reich connected to 
a respirator while he monitors the 
futures market share price of steve-
doring companies.

He is wanted under the Selling 
the Country’s Sovereignty and 
Security for Personal Gain and 
Profit Act in training ex-police and 
military personnel in an unnamed 
Middle Eastern country for the 
purpose of storming and taking by 
force key strategic Australian port 
facilities.

OzCop is investigating a number 
of incidents involving the ministers, 
including:

• deliberately allowing the 
death by drowning of refugees 
and the subsequent attempt by the 
Government to blame anybody and 
everybody else, including the 
Australian Navy and public ser-
vants;

• violations of international 

conventions and human rights laws 
which OzCop says are “too numer-
ous to list at this time” but include 
the locking up of children in con-
centration camps run by a rogue 
US prison corporation, and the 
perpetuation of more than 200 years 
of racial discrimination against 
Indigenous Australians and the theft 
of their land;

• possible violations of the 
Anti-Nepotism Act involving the 
use of taxpayers’ money to bail out 
the bankrupted fashion boutique and 
steel rope manufacturing operation 
run by the Prime Minister’s half-
twin sister in Billionaire’s Row 
on Sydney’s north shore, and the 
subsequent attempted theft of the 
workers’ entitlements. The firm had 
gone into receivership as the means 
by which to confiscate workers’ 
entitlements;

• Commandant Buttock receiv-
ing cash donations to the Liberal 
Party in exchange for the grant-
ing of visas to “shady persons of 
interest”;

• statements to incite war and 
occupation made by Mr Bounder 
at the United Nations in a declara-
tion – later revealed to have come 
from the office of the White House 
speechwriter –  when he threat-
ened the sovereignty of countries 
with a “coalition of the killing” 
(later amended to “coalition of the 
willing”).

Whistleblower
These terrorism allega-

tions arise out of claims by a 
Government advisor turned 
whistleblower that US President, 
Petroleum G Gusher, British Prime 
Minister Toby Blat and Mr Coward 
“indecently interfered” with 
information on the weapons capa-
bilities of countries to be attacked. 
It turned out that Gusher’s army 
had thousands of nuclear weapons 
while the countries to be attacked 
had none. But this information was 
sexed up to stampede people into 
supporting a war.

Our correspondent has obtained 
part of the transcript of a taped 
conversion Mr Coward had with the 
head of the world’s most dangerous 
and powerful Christian fundamen-
talist government.

“Lon, that yu?”
“Yes Pet, it’s me. What are the 

orders?
“Here’s the line, Lon – ‘Only 

all-out war on turrism can bring an 
end to war on turrism’. Yu got that 
Lon?”

“I got it Pet. But won’t it be 
obvious to everyone that we’re 
about to kill tens of thousands of 
people, in one of the world’s poorest 
countries, who clearly can’t defend 
themselves?”

“We’ll have ta feels up the 
information some, Lon.” 

“Eh? What’s that, Pet?”
“We’ll have git the figgars on 

their firepower all horny, Lon.”
“I don’t understand, Pet?”
“For cryin’ out loud! Ain’t ya 

ever heard o’ artificial insemination, 
Lon?!”

“Isn’t that against God’s laws, 
Pet?”

I deny everything
Questioned about the falsified 

information his government used 
to go to war, Mr Coward – who 
was boarding a flight to Spain for 
a week of sun and fraternisation 
– said, “I categorically deny every-
thing. I never had sexual relations 
with that document”.

In the US, President Gusher, 
who was also boarding a flight to 
Spain for a week of sun and frater-
nisation, was asked about the 24 
US corporations that were given 
contracts to “reconstruct” Iraq six 
months before the war, includ-
ing the government-connected 
Halliburton: “I never had sexual 
relations with that document. Vote 
Gusher for an end to global slavi-
tude!”, he said.

At home, there is also the like-
lihood that Coward’s Government 

will be prosecuted under the 
Creating an Extreme Public 
Nuisance Act for attempting to 
terrorise the public with incessant 
announcements of impending ter-
rorist threats. Meanwhile, agents 
have confiscated five tonnes of 
nitro fertilizer from the NSW cattle 
property of Deputy Prime Minister 
Blanderson, along with detonators 
and gelignite.

Mr Blanderson, who is to leave 
soon for a week at a Spanish villa, 
told reporters that he had collected 
the nitro for safe keeping following 
the ABC television program about 
the use of fertilizer to make bombs, 
which, he added proudly “my 
Government tried hard to prevent 
it from going to air.” He would not 
confirm or deny having sexed up 
anyone or anything.

Our correspondent is continu-
ing his investigations. J

Coward and Gusher deny sexed up relations
Australia’s federal policing body OzCop.com has confirmed that 
the country’s leader, Prime Minister Lon Coward, and a number 
of his ministers, have maintained “intimate and secret” contacts 
with the leaders of the world’s biggest nuclear weapons state, 
the USA. OzCop has included Mr Coward and a number of the 
members of his cabinet on its list of “persons of interest” in relation 
to a growing mountain of evidence of their collusion to carry out 
terrorist attacks around the globe.

A report from the Australian Consumers’ Association has found 
that people who are most in need of bulk billing – those with 
average incomes of $27,000 – have least access to it. How-
ard’s for-profit, private health model is hurting people already. 
“Any further move to user-pays principles is going to make this 
worse”, warns the Association’s Martyn Goddard. “What we 
are concerned about is the number of people who are having 
difficulty in accessing health care because they can’t afford it”.

Australia’s bully-boy approach to relations with our Pacific 
island neighbours has angered some, and in the case of 
PNG has been rejected outright. In the name of monitoring 
Australia’s aid to PNG the Howard Government wants to 
place Australian bureaucrats in leading positions in PNG’s 
public service, the act of an arrogant colonial power. The 
none-too-subtle implication is that PNG and its govern-
ment are corrupt, a ludicrous accusation coming from the 
most corrupt government in Australia’s history. Said PNG 
PM Michael Somare: “You are now coming into disrupt-
ing the area of sovereignty and a sovereign state has the 
right to decide what type of people we would have to help 
us out”. And to make sure that the message was received 
loud and clear the PNG Government cancelled a planned 
visit this week by Foreign Affairs Minister Alexander Downer.

Crown casino in Melbourne, owned by the Packer dynasty, 
is, like the Packers themselves, a law unto itself. Casinos 
are by definition hotbeds of crime and corruption. Once they 
are given the go-ahead by governments to start up opera-
tions they will never be closed down, let alone being brought 
to book for breaking the rules, no matter how many regula-
tions are put in place to govern their operations. So it was 
that last week the Victorian Casino and Gambling Authority 
allowed Crown to keep its licence despite “faults in its corpo-
rate governance and compliance procedures”. Following the 
Authority’s three-yearly review, it had received only “limited 
documentation” from the casino’s audit committee, which, of 
course, is run by Crown’s board. Perhaps PNG should invade 
Australia to root out corruption at the Casino – and elsewhere.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is the banking monopoly. 
It’s only a small step from the shady operations of casinos 
to the dodgy operations of the major financial institutions. In 
a laughable development last week a summit of the major 
banks announced they were going to crack down on fraud. 
Not their own massive rip off of depositors or the criminal 
widespread closure of bank branches. No. They’re going 
to target the individuals who are setting up hoax banking 
websites to fleece people of their savings. While that ap-
pears a noble gesture by the banks, we know better, don’t 
we? Their plan is to shift the liability for savings lost through 
such websites away from the banks and onto the consumer.

Armageddon or Brave New World
$12.50 (p&p $2.50)
by C Weeramantry former Vice-President
of the International Court of Justice.
The author writes: “The resort to armed force in 
Iraq is an event with the potential to turn back for 
centuries the clock of human progress…”
“Corporate profits become the measure of all things 
and if wars are needed to achieve them so be it”.
Socialism and Religion
$2 (p&p $1)
This booklet contains articles by Lenin, Marx and 
Engels on the attitude of socialists to religion and on 
the origins of Christianity.
New booklets published by the CPA:
Save Medicare
$1 (p&p 50c)
by Dr Con Costa
Is the text of a talk by Dr Costa on urgent health 
issues. He puts forward a plan by which Medicare 
can be saved and paid for without incurring additional 
costs to taxpayers.

Out of their mouths
$2 (p&p $1)
by Anna Pha.
Contains very revealing statements made by leading 
figures of the Bush administration and his advisers.
The “failed states” theory
$2 (p&p$1)
by Anna Pha and Peter Symon.
Outlines the justifications being advanced for pre-
emptive strikes and the occupation of other countries 
using the pretext that their economies are in a mess, 
that their governments cannot keep order, that they 
are havens for terrorists, etc. This theory has been 
used by the Australian Government to justify the 
recolonisation of the Solomon Islands.
Recolonising the Solomon Islands
$2 (p&p$1)
by Peter Symon.
Is an analysis of the detailed plan published by the 
Australian Strategic Policy Institute being used by the  
Australian Government to recolonise the Solomon 
Islands.

BOOKSHELF

Special offer: Any three of the above booklets for$5 (p&p $1)
Order from SPA Books, 65 Campbell Street, Surry Hills. NSW  2010 

Phone 02 9212 6855. Email cpa@cpa.org.au
Payment by Money Order, Cheque or by Credit Card (Include name, type, number & expiry date of card).
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Peter Symon: Comrade 
Elmer, could you tell us something 
about the overall situation in the 
Philippines at the present time?

Elmer Labog: The situation 
is getting more difficult. The 
conditions in general are depressed 
especially for peasants and workers. 

Wages are only about AU$7 
a day for workers in the Metro 
Manila region. Workers that are 
far away from the Manila region 
receive much lower wages, even 
less than half of the nominal wages 
in the Philippines. It is unfortunate 
that we have over 500 wage levels 
all over the country because of the 
law that provides for regionalisation 
of wages. The contracting out of 
labour is also a policy of the Arroyo 
Government. Attacks on trade union 
rights are an ongoing thing in the 
Philippines.

There is massive militarisation 
in the countryside especially in far 
flung areas. The killings perpetrated 
by the military of the Government 
are unabated. There are more than 
32 people killed already who are 
members of organised socialist 
parties of Bayan of which KMU 
is a part. The Arroyo Government 
is continuously implementing the 
neo-liberal policies of globalisa-
tion, liberalisation, privatisation and 
deregulation.

We are actively in opposition 
to the policies of this government 
which are dictated by the United 
States imperialists.

Massive 
displacement of 
workers

There is massive displace-
ment of workers in the strategic 
industries that are privatised, espe-
cially the water, electricity and 
energy industries.

The deregulation of electricity 
has caused a lot of hardship to poor 
Filipino people because the electric-
ity costs are up by more than 50 per 
cent of the total income of Filipino 
workers, that is, if they have an 
income to talk about.

The deregulation of agriculture 
has caused massive displacement 
of peasants. Farm products coming 
from other countries including the 
United States, Thailand, Vietnam 
and even China are much cheaper 
than locally produced items, espe-
cially rice which is the main stable 
food in the Philippines.

PS: What’s the proportion 
of workers to peasants in the 
Philippines?

EL: Peasants are about 85 per-
cent of the population while workers 
are only 15 percent of the semi-
colonial/ semi-feudal set up. Less 
than 10 percent can be considered 
middle class. The remaining 0.1 per 
cent are elite or high society.

PS: There have been recent 
strikes of seafarers and dockworkers 
and of Nestlé’s workers. Can you 
tell us about them?

EL: Local seafarers were fired 
and replaced by irregular flag of 
convenience crews. This was the 
basis of the strike by the seafarers 
and dock workers. It was the first 
national strike to take place for the 
past 53 years. 

The Department of Labour and 
Employment issued an order for-
bidding the striking workers to go 
on with their strike. Essentially the 
striking workers defied the order 
and were able to get an agreement 
with management after a two day 
strike. 

Seafarers win jobs 
back

The management lost about 54 
million pesos, so they were forced 
to make an agreement which pro-
vided that the sacked workers 
immediately return to work.

Out of the 27 active cargo and 
passenger ships, 25 were stopped 
nationwide. It was so effective that 
even the dock workers took part and 
joined the strike. 

The other strike is at Nestlé. 
The main reason for the Nestlé 
strike was that management does 
not respect provisions on the retire-
ment of employees of Nestlé. Most 
of the workers have been serving 
the company for over 20 years 
and once they are separated from 
the company they won’t have any 
retirement pay. 

In spite of an order from the 
Supreme Court calling for the 
management to sit at the negotiat-
ing table and one of the elements 
of this order was that the retirement 
pay was a valid issue that should 
be discussed in the negotiation, 

the management won’t respect the 
Supreme Court order. This strike 
has been going on for over a year 
already.

Boycott Nescafé, 
Milo, Nesquick

So we are calling for a national 
as well as an international boycott 
of all Nestlé’s products and support 
for the struggle of Nestlé workers 
on the picket lines.

We had a great struggle against 
the Nestlé guards on June 23 
against the goons, the police and a 
big number of guards of the Nestlé 
plant. 

The management summoned the 
police, the military and especially 
the Special Action Forces. This 
is the part of the military that are 
used against revolutionary guerilla 
forces as well as rebel elements. 
They are now being used against 
unarmed striking workers who are 
legitimately struggling for their 
demands, like just wages, respect 
of their trade union rights as well as 
the respect by Nestlé for their retire-
ment provisions and their collective 
bargaining agreement.

PS: There is a lot of Nestlé 
coffee sold in Australia. Are you 
calling upon the Australian people 
to join in this boycott?

EL: Yes, the striking workers 
of Nestlé have a just and legitimate 
demand especially since the Nestlé 
workers in the Philippines are not 
that young and once they are fired 
from their jobs it won’t be very easy 
for them to find another job because 
of their age.

PS: I understand that a spe-
cific clause of the Government’s 
anti-terrorist legislation is being 
directed specifically at the trade 
union movement. Could you please 
comment?

EL: This is the first part of the 
Anti-Terrorism Bill being deliber-
ated upon in Congress. This bill 
practically prohibits the launching 
of any mass action or concerted 
action in the Philippines including 
strikes. 

Terrorism Bill
Last year President Arroyo made 

a pronouncement that those workers 
who are striking and who are “ter-
rorising” companies – whether local 
or foreign – are terrorists.

It follows that this provi-
sion would be part of the new 
Anti-Terrorism Bill. Once you are 
branded or charged as a terrorist one 
could be jailed for your lifetime and 
you would be penalised up to ten 
million pesos. If you are an acces-
sory in committing a terrorist act 
you could be jailed for half of your 
life and penalised 5 million pesos.

It looks like a joke but these are 
really the provisions that are part 
of this Anti-Terrorist Bill now in 
Congress.

PS: There is an increasing 
militarisation not only by Arroyo 
but also by the United States. Is 
there much opposition to this in the 
Philippines?

EL: I would say that there 
is a lot of opposition. But at the 

same time there are quarters that 
are also pushing for US troops to 
stay because there are areas where 
people are really very poor and they 
need the money to go on with their 
lives. 

This is understandable espe-
cially if the areas that are depressed 
and the knowledge of the people 
and their political consciousness is 
not that high.

Opposition to US 
troops

But there is a growing opposi-
tion to the presence of US troops 
in the Philippines not only among 
mass organisations but among par-
liamentarians as well.

Lately Howard has dipped his 
finger into this anti-terrorism fight 
by visiting Mrs Arroyo and pledging 
Australian money as a contribution 
to this fight against terrorism.

Islamic Liberation 
Front

But it is the state terrorism of 
the Arroyo Government that is 
killing people especially in areas 
where the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) and the revolutionary 
New Peoples Army are operating. 
Civilians are being killed in the des-
perate attempt of the Arroyo military 
to flush out dissident elements.

PS: What is the attitude of the 
left towards the Islamic movement, 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
for example?

EL: The left, particularly the 
National Democratic Front, con-
sider them as a revolutionary force 
in the Philippines fighting for a free 
Muslim Mindinao.

PS: Do you mean free in terms 
of establishing their own nation of 
Mindinao or just in terms of being 
free from the Arroyo Government 
with some sort of autonomy?

EL: It is both. Free as a nation 
from the clutches of the Arroyo 
Government. This is very clear in 
the pronouncement of the National 
Democratic Front. Free as a nation 
and free from the clutches of Mrs 
Arroyo. 

PS: What would you say about 
the strength and the struggles of the 
New People’s Army? They have 
been struggling for many years. Is 
that progressing?

EL: I think the fact that they 
have been existing for over 30 years 
now is a demonstration that the 
people are supportive of this army. 
The Filipino people cannot depend 
on the present Filipino army of Mrs 
Arroyo’s. This is very much con-
trolled by the US. 

Army officer mutiny
The recent mutiny, or demon-

stration as we call it, by some junior 
officers of the Filipino military 
demonstrates the depth of the crisis 
besetting Philippine society. One of 
the major issues was the corruption 
in the military establishment. But 
corruption is not only within the 
military establishment but by people 
at the very heart of the Arroyo 

MAGAZINE

Elmer Labog Chairperson May First Movement Labor 
Centre (KMU) in the Philippines was one of the 
international guests attending the ACTU Congress. 
He was interviewed by Peter Symon on behalf of The 
Guardian when he visited Sydney after the Congress.

Worker & peasant struggles in the Philippines

Elmer Labog: Local seafarers were fired and replaced by irregular flag of 
convenience crews. This was the basis of the strike by the seafarers and dock 

workers. It was the first national strike to take place for the past 53 years.
Nestlés protects its corporate interests with its own barbed wire fence
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Bush is on pace to raise almost 
$200 million in time for the 
Republican primaries where his 
only competition will be his own 
dismal record. In Minnesota this 
past Tuesday, Bush raised $1.4 mil-
lion by giving a 24-minute speech. 
That’s about $60,000 for each 
minute of “work”. By contrast, 
the weekly salary of the average 
American worker is a staggering 
$616.

As Ron Eibensteiner, chair-
man of the Minnesota Republican 
Party, left the event in St Paul, 
he was met by hundreds of dem-
onstrators. Being the dignified, 
freedom-loving, compassionate 
conservative we all wish we could 
be, Eibensteiner leaned over a 
police barricade toward the protes-
tors and yelled, “GET A JOB!”.

It was a positive, uplifting mes-
sage to America. The Minnesota 
Republican Party isn’t going to 
do anything to turn the economy 
around, and Bush hasn’t done 
anything in almost three years in 
office. The best any of them can do 
is yell at people.

In the past year, 700,000 people 
were added to the list of unem-
ployed. The number of people out 
of work for half a year or more is 
up 28 percent. Thanks to “Welfare 
to Work” (and Bill Clinton), July 
of 2003 saw 43.8 percent of the 
unemployed lose their state support 
even though they still could not 
find a job – a record high. Since 
Bush took over the country, rough-
ly 2.5 million jobs have simply 
evaporated.

Bush and the Republicans are 
going to need every cent of that 
$200,000,000 to campaign against 
an increasingly angry nation of 
temps and burger flippers! In 
fact, he might need more, which 
is one good way to explain the 
Republican’s recent attempt to 
paint Bush as an “underdog”.

“Democrats and their 
allies”, Bush’s campaign chair-
man Marc Racicot wrote to 
super-rich Republicans, “will have 
more money to spend attacking the 
President during the nomination 
battle than we will have to defend 
him”. Obviously Bush and his team 
have a problem with maths that 
extends beyond the $400 billion 
deficit we’ll have by the end of 

this year (and the projected $6 tril-
lion deficit we will have amassed 
ten years from now under Bush’s 
guidance).

If you look at the campaign 
fundraising so far, you see that 
Bush has already raised $35 mil-
lion. The closest Democratic 
candidate, John Kerry, doesn’t even 
have half that. Does the Bush cam-
paign know something we don’t 
about where the Democrats are 
hiding all that money?

And who has been giving Bush 
all this money in a time of pro-
longed economic downturn? Why, 
the companies that trade in money, 
of course! Of the top 20 contribu-
tor’s to the Bush campaign, 12 are 
finance companies. With more than 
a year to go until the election, his 
top contributor, Merrill Lynch, has 
already given $282,250.

Doesn’t it seem just a little 
strange that the companies which 
SHOULD be suffering the most 
in Bush’s destroyed economy, 
would not only want to keep Junior 
around, but then get together and 
pump millions into his re-election 
campaign?

As for the Bush protestors in 
Minnesota, and the unemployed 
across the country, and the millions 
who only make minimum wage, 
and the 40 million who don’t have 
health insurance: if you can’t rake 
in $60,000 a minute – or if you 
can’t even manage the $616 weekly 
American average – there’s only 
one thing left for you to do this 
Labor Day: GET A JOB!

Find a temp agency. Go to Wal-
Mart. Join the Army (Lord knows 
we’ll be in Iraq for a while, and 
that’ll be one handsome, steady 
pay cheque).

Or apply for work at the 
Minnesota Republican Party’s 
office. Here’s their email address: 
info@mngop.com. Send them 
your résumé and a nice letter tell-
ing them you’ve decided to take 
their advice to “GET A JOB” – and 
you’re coming to work for them!

But whatever you do, you 
really must quit your whining.

You are scaring the 
“President”.

Yours,
Michael Moore

www.michaelmoore.com J
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Worker & peasant struggles in the Philippines

Elmer Labog speaking to Nestlé workers

Happy
Labor Day -

Now, Get a Job
A letter from

Michael Moore
Greetings Friends
For his part, George W Bush will spend Labor Day 
doing what he does best – not really working. Instead 
of protecting the country (I’ll have much more to say 
on that in the coming weeks) or addressing the nation’s 
floundering economy, he’ll be raising money for his re-
election campaign in Ohio.

regime. This shows how big the 
crisis is in the Philippines.

PS: Was there much support for 
the officers?

EL: No. Unfortunately I would 
say there were three parts of the 
officers that launched this dem-
onstration. One is those that are 
directed by the US, one is those 
that were pawns of the politicians, 
the other third are ones that are well 
meaning and do have legitimate 
grievances such as those that were 
pointed out against the Chief of the 
National Defence who they charge 
with selling weapons to the rebels, 
the revolutionary forces as well as 
conniving with the kidnappers [of 
Abu Sayef] in order to earn more 
money. This supports the fact that 
up to now the military does not want 
to fight the terrorist Abu Sayef.

PS: What about Abu Sayef? Is it 
a genuine movement or not?

EL: No. They are a creation of 
the CIA and the US military. They 
were created for the purpose of 
going against the MILF in the old 
days. Then they turned into bandits 
and kidnappers and that’s why they 
have a close relationship with the 
hierarchy of the Philippine military. 
Up to now the Philippine military 
could not defeat them because of 
their connections with the hierarchy 
of the Philippine military.

PS: Perhaps they don’t want to 
defeat them!

EL: They don’t want to defeat 
them. This is a good source of big 
money for the hierarchy of the 
Philippine military. So they just play 
games with the Abu Sayef. This is 
one of the major issues raised by the 
demonstration of the junior officers 
of the Philippine military.

Solidarity
PS: Finally what do you think 

the Australian trade union move-
ment can do? What do you think our 
Party can do to assist your struggle 
in the Philippines?

EL: I think we are in the same 
struggle. We are against US impe-
rialism, especially the imposition 
of the neo-liberal globalisation 
policies of both the governments of 
the Philippines and Australia and in 
many other parts of the world. It is 
very important that workers in each 
country struggle on the basis of the 
specific conditions and the specific 
issues that we are fighting against. 

Like in Australia the Howard 
Government is bent on pushing the 
US-Australia free trade law. I know 
for a fact that this would be one of 
the very important issues where 
Australian unions could rally the 
Australian people to fight against 
this anti-people provision. 

The struggle in each country 

would be its contribution to our 
struggle against the domination of 
policies of the military, of the WTO 
and the World Bank as well as US 
imperialism. 

So, we really have to fight on 
different fronts in our own backyards 
but, at the same time, we could form 
alliances, especially in our region. 

There are existing union 
to union links, bilateral links. 
We could picket the respective 
embassies of each country. This 
was demonstrated when we pick-
eted the Australian Embassy in the 
Philippines during your great MUA 
strike. In the future we could hold 
similar activities simultaneously and 
in a co-ordinated fashion. 

So as we say, the East is red, 
the East is bright. As long as we are 
inspired by our past victories and 
even our past downfalls we learn 
from both experiences and this will 
further strengthen our organisa-
tions ideologically, politically, and 
organisationally. J

Elmer Labog: Local seafarers were fired and replaced by irregular flag of 
convenience crews. This was the basis of the strike by the seafarers and dock 

workers. It was the first national strike to take place for the past 53 years. Workers on picket duty
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The whole of Korea had been 
occupied by the Japanese imperial-
ists for many years. It was liberated 
by the combined efforts of the patri-
otic forces of Korea that fought 
against the Japanese occupation and 
the Soviet Red Army which defeat-
ed the Japanese army in Manchuria. 
At the same time the Chinese Red 
Army was liberating the Chinese 
mainland from Japanese occupation.

The formation of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (Sept 9, 
1948) was followed by the forma-
tion of the People’s Republic of 
China on October 1, 1949.

Unfortunately for the Korean 
people, the southern part of the 
Korean peninsular was occupied 
by the armed forces of the United 
States and they proceeded to set up 
a puppet government south of the 
38th parallel of latitude known as 
the Republic of Korea.

In the early 1950s the DPRK 
(North Korea) had to fight for its 
very existence as the armed forces 
of South Korea, the US, Australia 
and a number of other countries, 
tried to overthrow the government 
of the North.

The people of the DPRK 
fought heroically and together 
with the support of the Chinese 
People’s Republic the occupation 
of the North by the US and others 
was defeated and an agreement to 
end the war was finally concluded 
that, however, again partitioned 
the Korean Peninsular at the 38th 
parallel.

This defeat was the first defeat 
for American forces following 
WW 2, but the northern part of the 
Korean peninsular had been flat-
tened. No armistice was concluded, 

no diplomatic relations were estab-
lished and no trade was conducted. 
It was to be total isolation for the 
DPRK.

The US and its allies have 
never given up their objective of 
occupying the whole of the Korean 
peninsular. This would enable them 
to put pressure on the Chinese 
People’s Republic and to overthrow 
the socialist systems of both China 
and the DPRK.

Provocations
There have been endless 

provocations. The border at the 
38th parallel was turned into a con-
tinual flash point. The US and South 
Korea built a huge wall across the 
Korean peninsular from one side to 
the other although this wall cannot 
keep out the idea of reunification 
of the two Koreas. The demand 
for unification is steadily gaining 
support.

The DPRK is a relatively small 
country in which about 80 percent 
of the land is mountainous and 
cannot be easily cultivated. In the 
1990s the DPRK suffered disastrous 
floods which swept away much the 
top-soil in the areas under cultiva-
tion. The floods were followed by 
drought. This is the basic reason 
for the food shortages which have 
been used by western propaganda to 
claim that socialism does not work.

The DPRK has no oil resources 
of its own and its growing need for 
electrical power impelled it towards 
the building of nuclear power sta-
tions. This situation was dishonestly 
used to claim that the DPRK was 
building nuclear weapons but there 
is, in fact, no evidence of that.

The nuclear issue
In 1994 an agreement was 

reached with the Clinton adminis-
tration by which the US and Japan 
were to supply heavy oil for use in 
power generation in exchange for 
an agreement that the DPRK would 
suspend development of its nuclear 
power generation industry. The US 
and Japan were to build light water 
reactors to replace the type of power 
generators that were built in the 
DPRK.

However, the light-water reac-
tors have still not been built – nine 
years after the agreement was con-
cluded. Last year the US suspended 
delivery of heavy oil as well.

It is in these circumstances that 
the DPRK threatened to resume 
power generation using its already 
established nuclear generators.

The DPRK, led by the Workers’ 
Party of Korea, has been steadily 
building its socialist society in 
these incredibly difficult circum-
stances and in accordance with 
the conditions facing the people of 
Korea.

In accordance with social-
ist principles the Government of 
the DPRK provides universal free 
education and free medical care. 
Cultural activities have reached 
a high level. Women enjoy equal 
rights and conditions.

Massive housing construction 
of high quality has been undertaken. 
Pyongyang the capital city has its 
own underground railway. Many 
light and heavy industries have been 
constructed. This year alone, 400 
million trees were planted in the 
DPRK’s “greening” program. 

At present the DPRK is under-
taking a land reform program 
to consolidate smaller plots of 
agricultural land into larger fields 
so that agriculture can be mecha-
nised and, thereby, increase grain 
production.

It is these gains in their living 
standards and social conditions that 
the people of the DPRK are defend-
ing as well as the sovereignty and 
independence of their country and 
their right to establish their own 
social and economic system. For all 
of the 55 years of its existence the 
DPRK has had to defend its sover-
eignty and independence and this 
remains their top priority. J

INTERNATIONAL

Left and progressive organisations 
in India, including the CPI and 
CPI (Marxist), have declared the 
invitation to visit India extended 
by the Vajpayee Government to 
the Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon as an “unfortunate 
decision”.

The organisations are strongly 
opposing Sharon’s visit and have 
called upon all Indian democratic 
organisations and citizens to protest 
against it.

They point out that Ariel Sharon 
has earned notoriety for his brutal 
repression of the Palestinian people. 
As Defence Minister of Israel in 
1982, he was directly responsible 
for the massacre of over 3000 
Palestinians in the Sabra and Shatila 
refugee camps in Lebanon and was 
forced to resign as Defence Minister 
after this massacre. Efforts are still 
being made to bring him to justice 
for this crime.

Sharon represents the most 
extreme section in Israeli politics 
which justify the occupation of the 
Palestinian and Arab territories.

The armed forces of Israel are 
in occupation of Palestinian towns 
in the West Bank. There are daily 
military attacks and targeted assas-
sinations of Palestinian leaders 
and activists. The wrecking of the 
Oslo Accord and the recent peace 
initiatives are primarily due to the 
policies of the Sharon government.

To have such a person as an 
honoured guest is an insult to 
India’s longstanding tradition of 
unequivocal support to the struggle 
of the Palestinian people for nation-
al liberation and an independent 
state, say the left and progressive 
organisations. J

Korea celebrates 55 years of liberation
The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea came into existence 
in 1948 and celebrated the 55th anniversary of its founding on 
September 9 this year. Its formation was part of the revolutionary 
upsurge which emerged during the war against fascism in Europe 
and Japanese militarism in Asia.

Living history – the old and the new in the capital Pyongyang

Sharon not
Welcome in 

India

Whether other nations will fall 
for this ploy remains to be seen. 
William Luers, president of the 
United Nations Association of the 
US and a former US diplomat, 
told Inter-Press Service, “I do not 
see how other large nations will 
agree to participate until there is 
a transfer of complete authority 
away from the United States and 
to a combination of Iraqis and the 
United Nations to give legitimacy 
to the process”.

An Arab diplomat told IPS, “We 
don’t want to send our troops to be 
under the protection of a US mili-

tary umbrella”. Japan and Thailand 
have said they would probably 
cancel plans to send troops.

Philip Gordon, a senior fellow 
at the Brookings Institution, writing 
on August 20, said the Bush admin-
istration’s refusal to allow the UN 
any real authority and its failure to 
win international support is “a mis-
take that will cost the United States 
in dollars, lives and reputation”.

US deaths mounting
A compelling reason for the 

decision of the US to go to the UN 

is that the number of US soldiers 
who have died in Iraq since May 
1, when President Bush declared 
the end of major combat, has now 
surpassed the number of US deaths 
in the “active” war, which began on 
March 19.

Approximately 285 US soldiers 
have been killed in Iraq since the 
war started. Around 150 have died 
since May 1, according to Pentagon 
spokespersons.

“The repetition of deaths every 
couple of days is starting to hit 
home”, Republican consultant Scott 
Reed told reporters.

Bush’s popularity and support 
for the war and occupation is also 
beginning to slide. A Newsweek 
poll finds Americans are increas-
ingly pessimistic about the US 
role in Iraq and that the US should 
reduce its involvement there. For 
the first time more registered voters 
say they would not like to see Bush 
re-elected President – 49 percent 
against re-election to 44 percent for.

“For President Bush, sud-
denly every option in Iraq looks 
bad”, said political analyst Ronald 
Brownstein in the August 25 issue 
of his Washington Outlook column.

Failing
The US administration in Iraq 

has shown itself to be incapable of 
increasing security, getting the elec-

tricity going, providing clean water, 
providing medical services or jobs 
for the millions of Iraqis without 
work. In attempting to create a 
police force, the US administra-
tion has resorted to recruiting the 
former policemen of the Saddam 
Hussein regime.

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross is cutting back its 
work in Iraq, saying it is concerned 
that the US cannot ensure its secu-
rity. Oxfam, has also withdrawn 
all international staff from Iraq 
because of the poor security situ-
ation.

Reflecting the arrogance of the 
US leadership and its administra-
tion in Iraq, Paul Bremer the US 
chief in Baghdad counselled against 
shifting significant responsibility to 
the United Nations or dividing the 
job into too many pieces.

“What exactly is it that happens 
on the ground that makes things 
better if the UN is in charge of 
reconstruction? How does the situ-
ation on the ground get better?” he 
asked.

The executive director of Peace 
Action Kevin Martin said the US 
must withdraw and be replaced 
by a regional or international 
peacekeeping entity. Events are 
confirming daily that the US war 
was “outrageous, illegal, immoral”. 
“We need a new foreign policy, in a 
new direction”. J

In what can only be regarded as the daddy of all cynical manoeuvres, 
the US is now submitting a resolution to the UN Security Council 
asking that other nations provide troops and money to get the US 
out of the chaos that the US invasion and occupation of Iraq has 
created. The US proviso is that all military forces come under its 
control. The US has made it clear that an UN body established to 
take part in the Iraq quagmire will not have any real authority.

Bush looks to UN to save his bacon

Sydney
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Pensioners protest in Germany

by Wadi’h Halabi
“It” is attacks on workers’ pen-

sions and savings. Companies and 
governments around the world are 
cutting, slashing, sometimes even 
completely cancelling contractual 
pension debts to active and retired 
workers.

“Fixed” interest rates on savings 
are being slashed. Retirement ages 
are being raised. Length-of-service 
requirements are being stretched. 
Pension funds are being looted, as 
banks push bum loans or invest-
ments on them.

In recent months, the Bush 
administration and federal courts 
have worked hand-in-hand with air-
line management to cut the pensions 
of unionised employees, in some 
cases by over 60 percent. Indeed, a 
condition of federal loan guarantees 
to airlines has been that employ-
ees’ wages and benefits, including 
pensions, be cut. This is in an ulti-
mately doomed effort to ensure debt 
service by an industry drowning in 
“overcapacity”.

Just last week, the Labor 
Department approved a blatant 
violation of federal pension rules to 
help Northwest Airlines’ manage-
ment cover a billion dollar shortfall 
in employee pension plans.

US steelworkers are also suffer-
ing sharp cuts in pension and health 
benefits. The Federal Government, 
through the misnamed “Pension 
Benefit Guarantee Corporation” 
(PBGC), has taken over the 
retirement obligations of several 
unionised steel companies, slash-
ing pensions and benefits in the 

process. The PBGC’s own finances 
are shaky.

In Japan, the government passed 
a law this year allowing insurance 
companies to break their interest-
rate contracts with policyholders, 
effectively slashing millions of 
workers’ savings. In France, the 
government rammed through pen-
sion “reforms” that cut public 
workers’ pensions, and increase the 
length of service required to achieve 
full pensions. In Germany, the gov-
ernment is attempting the same.

Currency 
devalutations

Through currency devalua-
tions, pensions in countries, such 
as Argentina, have been cut to frac-
tions of their original values. By 
printing money, governments such 
as Turkey’s have done the same. 
And hundreds of millions of “infor-
mally” employed and self-employed 
around the world have no pensions 
at all to rely on.

Perhaps nowhere has capitalism 
looted old-age guarantees – and the 
entire population’s wealth – more 
completely than in former Soviet 
republics. Since capitalism was 
restored, pensions have been effec-
tively cut by 90 percent or more, 
while housing, health care and 
nursing facilities have been left to 
crumble.

It was not too long ago that 
the monopoly media were push-
ing the myth that social conditions 
were declining because of world 
population growth. But then growth 

declined dramatically. Now the new 
myth is that the world is getting 
worse because the population is not 
growing fast enough, and there are 
not enough young workers to sup-
port the old!

This in a world with leap-
ing technology and more than 
one billion working-age people 
officially unemployed or severely 
underemployed.

The productive capacity exists 
to provide full economic security 
for everyone around the world, from 
birth through death.

Conditions declining
At least the media are getting 

one thing right – social conditions 
are declining. But they are declining 
not because of population changes, 
but because of capitalism’s incapac-
ity to deal with advances in science 
and technology. Talk about a social 
system with no future! 

And perhaps no class is more 
conscious today of the bankrupt 
future of their social system than 
the capitalists themselves. So they 
are seeking old-age security for 
themselves, in part by targeting the 
pensions and savings of everyone 
else.

The Communist Party (USA) 
fully supports the struggles of US 
steel, airline and all union and non-
union workers to regain the entire 
retirement benefits once promised 
them.

Mass struggles in Italy, led by 
unions and workers’ parties, have 
put a partial brake on efforts to cut 
pensions.

As we have seen, the capitalist 
attacks on pensions are worldwide. 
To be most effective, labour’s 
defence of economic security for 
all must extend to the international 
arena.
People’s Weekly World, 
www.pww.org J

PERU: A Truth and Reconciliation Commission has issued its 
report on the victims of 20 years of death squad terror and 
persecution by right-wing governments. The Commission 
found that more than 69,000 people were killed or disap-
peared during the period beginning in the early 1980s. Most 
of the victims were Quechua-speaking Indians, descendants 
of the Incas who have long been the victims of racism and 
exclusion. Commission president Salomon Lerner, told those 
who had gathered at the symbolic ceremony where the report 
was released: “Our work concludes here today with this cer-
emony, but the work of doing justice is just beginning”.Luzmila 
Farfan, whose sons were taken away by the military in 
1990 and were never seen again, said, “We need to know 
if they are alive. And if they are dead we want their bones.”

JAPAN: The Koizumi Government has been developing a 
more aggressive role for the Japanese Defence Forces un-
der the Japan-US Security Treaty. Supporting the belligerent 
stance of the US toward North Korea and the US’s pre-emptive  
first strike policy, the Government’s most recent military project 
is the planned construction of a $A1.5 billion ocean going car-
rier which will have 11 Chinook transport helicopters on board. 
The Defence Agency claims it is not a vessel for invasion but 
an “escort ship”. The carrier plan follows the submission of an 
item in the defence budget for a $A4.5 billion missile defence 
shield. The system would be installed on the Japanese navy’s 
Aegis destroyers and would use advanced Patriot missiles.

IRAQ: In a speech at the funeral of the Shi’te cleric Mohammad 
Baqer al-Hakim, who was killed in the bombing of the Imam Ali 
mosque in Najaf, his brother and Iraq governing council mem-
ber Abdel Aziz al-Hakim demanded that the occupation forces 
leave Iraq. “This force is primarily responsible for all this blood 
and the blood that is shed all over Iraq every day”, he said.

ARGENTINA: Former dictator General Reynaldo Bignone 
has admitted that at least 6000 people were kidnapped 
and killed from 1976 to 1983 when he was head of the 
military regime that ruled the country, and that the abuses 
were carried out with the approval of the Catholic Church 
leadership. Bignone said the regime modelled its terrorist 
tactics on France’s brutal oppression in Algeria in the 1950s.

COLOMBIA: Human rights groups have attacked the Co-
lombian government for its introduction of a bill that will grant 
amnesty to members of right-wing death squads, includ-
ing those sentenced for crimes against humanity. If passed, 
thousands of such murderers could have their sentences 
suspended despite being convicted of mass killings, torture 
and kidnapping. President Alvaro Uribe, who is conducting a 
military offensive against Marxist-led liberation movements, 
claimed that the measures are needed to end the con-
flict. But Jorge Rojas of the human rights group Codhes, 
pointed out: “This opens the door to impunity. Colombia 
needs reconciliation, but first there needs to be justice”. 

INTERNATIONAL

Wall Street seeks it. George W Bush is eyeing it. The managements 
of Bethlehem Steel and LTV have done it. Those of United and 
Northwest Airlines are pushing it. Japanese insurers are doing 
it. France’s government is pressing it and Germany’s is calling 
for it. Italy’s is flirting with it. The occupation forces in Iraq are 
implementing it. The counter-revolutionary governments of former 
Soviet republics have done it. Turkey and Argentina’s masses have 
already suffered it.

Global briefs

The global attack on pensions

Colombian unity against 
misery and warmongering

They declared that the current 
regime of Alvaro Uribe is the enemy 
of peace, a warmonger by convic-
tion, the generator of misery for 
the broad national majorities, and a 
prostitute of imperialist policy for 
our peoples and nations. 

Their joint communiqué went 
on: “Because of this character, we 
confirm that while the illegitimate 
government of Alvaro Uribe persists 
with its fascist and militarist poli-
cies, we will not proceed with any 
process of political rapprochement 
and national dialogue. 

“Nevertheless, we reiterate 

our commitment to peace and the 
pursuit of political solutions to the 
social and armed conflict that is 
bleeding our Colombia”.

Political process
The two revolutionary organisa-

tions declared that they will push 
forward the political processes 
that favour peace with social jus-
tice. They oppose the US imposed 
Plan Colombia and the Free 
Trade Agreement of the Americas 
(FTAA).

They support the struggles of the 

Colombian people against the disas-
trous privatisations, the repression 
of just social protests, the cutting of 
pension rights and other anti-worker 
financial programs. They defend 
Colombia’s national sovereignty. 

The communiqué said, “We 
call upon the Colombian people 
and international public opinion 
to mobilise and denounce the anti-
democratic policies of the current 
government that aims to cut the few 
civil, citizen, democratic and politi-
cal freedoms, through application of 
the anti-terrorist statute.

“In the face of the present 
social and political crisis we 
Colombians are suffering, we 
reaffirm that all the democratic, 
patriotic, revolutionary and guer-
rilla forces are compelled to work 
for the formation and construction 
of a new democratic and patriotic 
government to start the process of 
national reconstruction and unity 
within a framework of defence of 
our sovereignty and of the dignity 
of the national majorities. 

“We of the FARC and the ELN 
will persist with renewed strength 
and revolutionary enthusiasm 
on the road blazed during our 39 
years of existence, holding high 
the banners of unity, patriotism and 
anti-imperialism”. J

In a very significant development in the struggle of the revolutionary 
forces of Colombia the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) and the National Liberation Army of Colombia, (ELN), have 
united their forces. Their communiqué said that the leaderships of 
the two organisations met recently in the mountains of Colombia 
in an atmosphere of camaraderie, fraternity and mutual respect.

Fund-raising dinner for the 
Bougainville Women for Peace and Freedom

book publication project
Mothers of the Land

Gladesville RSL and Community Club
4-6 Linsley Street, Gladesville

Friday September 26, 7 pm $30 (Concession $27)
There will be slides, informed updates and a variety of fun activities.

Enquiries and Bookings: (02) 9558 2730, 9804 7632
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Nothing like
a good quote
I am partial to quotations. I don’t 
know about you, but I savour a 
good quote.

by Rob Gowland

Take this piece of self-justifying 
claptrap from John D Rockefeller, 
the world’s first billionnaire: “I 
believe the power to make money is 
a gift of God … to be developed and 
used to the best of our ability for the 
good of mankind.

“Having been endowed with 
the gift I possess, I believe it is 
my duty to make money and still 
more money and to use the money 
I make for the good of my fellow 
man according to the dictates of my 
conscience.”

The sting of course was not 
just in those last seven words. Karl 
Marx knew it was in the very act 
of “making money and still more 
money”.

In Capital Marx wrote: “Within 
the capitalist system all methods for 
raising the social productiveness of 
labour are brought about at the cost 
of the individual labourer; all means 
for the development of production 
transform themselves into means of 
domination over and exploitation of 
the producers”.

I doubt that Rockefeller, even 
if he conceded the truth of Marx’s 
analysis, would have cared much 
about the plight of the individual 

labourer. He happily destroyed his 
competitors without a qualm and 
rode roughshod over his numerous 
employees.

In fact, he shared with railroad 
magnate Jay Gould a contempt for 
those who had to toil for a living, 
exemplified in Gould’s famous 
remark made in 1886, “I can hire 
one half of the working class to kill 
the other half”.

Rockefeller and Gould, and 
others of their ilk, were notorious 
for hiring unemployed workers as 
well as thugs to act as their pri-
vate armies to keep their ordinary 
employees in line.

And they hired politicians too. 
So much so that President Woodrow 
Wilson was moved to remark in 
exasperation that “the masters of 
government of the United States 
are the combined capitalists and 
manufacturers”. (No wonder they 
declined to support his League of 
Nations when he returned from the 
Peace Conference in 1919!)

Today, as Bush and his cronies 
award government contracts to their 
friends and backers and change 
the laws to enable the Republican 
Party’s main financial donors to 
make lots of money with no public 
scrutiny, one can see that A J 
McLaurin was a very astute man.

Almost a century ago, in 1906 
in fact, McLaurin, himself a US 
politician, said that “There is always 
some basic principle that will ulti-
mately get the Republican Party 
together.

“If my observations are worth 
anything, that basic principle is the 
cohesive power of public plunder.”

Two decades later, Bertolt 
Brecht put it a little more succinctly, 
in The Threepenny Opera: “What 
is robbing a bank compared with 
founding a bank?”

Brecht knew that at heart the 
industrialists, the railroad “czars”, 

the media barons and all the rest of 
the corporate leaders of big busi-
ness are gangsters. So did Marx: if 
the rate of profit is great enough, 
there is no crime they will not stoop 
to commit or pay to have someone 
commit for them.

They are the enemy in every 
field, including the environment. 
Listen to David Day, author of The 
Eco Wars and  The Whale War on 
the struggle to conserve the world’s 
wildlife (from his splendid 1987 
book, The Whale War):

“The whale is at the heart of a 
guerilla war of resistance that has 
spread all over the world: it is the 
symbol of the ecology movement 
and emblematic of the fate of all 
species on the planet.

“The battle line has been drawn 
here. If this amazing animal, the 
largest ever to exist on the planet, 
cannot be saved from the ruthless 
exploitation of a handful of men, 
what chance of survival have other 
species?

“Around the banner of the 
movement to save the whale have 
gathered ecologists, scientists, 
educators, professional activists, 
entertainers, schoolchildren and 
people from every profession, politi-
cal persuasion and race.

“Against them stand the men 
who hunt the whale. They are few, 
but they are men of influence.

“Some are men like the late 
Aristotle Onassis who of his pursuit 
of a fortune in the whaling industry 
in the 1950s violated every conceiv-
able regulation and international law 
relating to whales.

“He recognised no closed 
season, no national territorial waters, 
no protected species, no minimum 
length requirement and no ban on 
hunting nursing mothers or even 
suckling young.

“A man so ostentatious and 
proud of his destruction of the whale 

that the bar in his private yacht, the 
Christina, was fitted throughout 
with whale ivory and polished bone 
and – as a kind of visual joke in the 
most appalling taste – sported bar 
stools made from the penises of 
sperm whales.”

But the really big money is to 
be made not from whaling or even 
transporting oil in Onassis’ tankers. 
It’s in the arms business.

For going to war is not some-
thing George Bush invented to 

please his backers. Dear me no. 
Indeed, the link between capital-
ism and war used to be commonly 
acknowledged by political leaders, 
before the First World War took the 
gloss off the military.

“Capitalism carries in itself war, 
like the clouds carry rain.” (Jean 
Jaurès, Prime Minister of France, 
1902.)

One hundred years later it still 
does – and reaps huge profits in the 
process. J

Carr backs 
education 
privatisation
The NSW Carr Labor 
Government is right behind 
the Federal Government’s 
agenda to privatise education. 
In the 2001/2002 financial year 
the state’s 78 wealthiest private 
schools received $46.9 million 
from the Carr Government. 
This was on top of $68.5 million 
those schools were given by the 
Howard Government.

Thus the State and 
Commonwealth together provided 
a massive gift of $115.4 million to 
schools that already have resources 
public schools can only dream of.

The NSW Greens have called on 
the Carr Government to redirect the 
funding going to the wealthiest pri-
vate schools into public education.

This is what their education 
spokesperson John Kaye says about 
this dirty privatisation agenda. 
“These figures show conclusively 
that the public’s money is being 
squandered on the very wealthiest 
private schools while public educa-
tion is going begging.”

He points out that the Carr 
Government cries poor when it 
comes to public school and TAFE 
teacher salaries, but that it has 
no difficulty finding $2.7 million 
for Trinity Grammar School, or 
$1.7 million for Kings School, 
Parramatta.

Guardian readers will also be 
interested to know that since Carr 
came to Government the interest 
subsidies that keep the funding to 
the private schools growing and 

growing add up to a whopping 
$334 million.

During that same time the 
Government launched a vicious 
attack on the NSW Teachers’ 
Federation, trying to undermine 
teachers’ pay and conditions, and 
has drastically cut funding to the 
State’s TAFE system.

It tried to sell seven inner 
Sydney public schools to raise $110 
million to pay for the refurbishment 
of other public schools as well.

John Kaye put in a nutshell: 
“The Carr Government cannot con-
tinue to pretend innocence and point 
the finger at Canberra. It is guilty 
of many of the same sins. It gives 
generously to the wealthiest private 
schools and it allows that funding to 
automatically grow each time there 
is an increase in public education 
expenditure.”

What a bloody disgrace!
Jo Dunleavy

Wodonga

Medicare’s birthday
It is Medicare’s 20th birthday 
on Wednesday October 1. It 
is 20 years to the day that the 
Governor-General assented the 
Medicare legislation.

There will be lots of actions, 
activity and rallies on that day. 
Please send this to others to make 
sure people know about this event.

This is firstly to let you know 
that this action is planned and, sec-
ondly, to encourage your union or 
organisation to take action on that 
day. You could get workers and 
delegates to wear Medicare Badges, 
have a meeting at work to support 
Medicare, come down to a rally 
at lunch time, hold a rally at your 
workplace (especially if it is at or 

near a hospital) or come up with a 
more imaginative way to celebrate 
20 years of Medicare and to show 
that we all want it to be strength-
ened not destroyed.

Please let us know what you 
have planned so we can publicise 
the events.

To keep up to date about 
Medicare actions, join the Medicare 
announcement email list by email-
ing:

SaveMedicare_announce-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Amanda Tattersall
Special Projects Officer
Labor Council of NSW

Open letter to
Simon Crean
As leader of the ALP, you have 
prevented your parliamentary 
team from presenting a range 
of views about the Israeli-
Palestinian war. Such one-sided 
opportunism undermines our 
democracy.

Your assertion that “All 
Australians have applauded the 
Government and people of Israel for 
their determination in pushing ahead 
with the peace process” is incorrect.  
Israel has not fulfilled its obligations 
under the “Roadmap”.

Jeremy Jones and the pro-Israel 
lobby do not speak for all Jews in 
Australia. Growing numbers of Jews 
in Israel, Australia and around the 
world condemn the actions of the 
Israeli Government in its continuing 
occupation of Palestinian land.

We condemn the murder of 
civilians by states or any other 
forces. Israel is by far the more 
powerful player in this war. If they 
cannot prevent terrorist attacks, 

it is dishonest to demand that the 
Palestinian Authority do so. The 
much greater daily suffering and 
much greater loss of life of the 
Palestinians merits our concern at 
least as much as that of the Israelis 
from suicide bombers.

Israel’s current path is leading 
to its destruction. The conflict can 
only be resolved by addressing 
the need for peace, security and 
independence of both peoples. Our 
political leaders need to promote 
genuine solutions, not indulge in 
opportunist rhetoric and suppression 
of diverse views among elected rep-
resentatives.

Paul Rubner
for Jews Against the 

Occupation
Sydney

Pepsi’s role in the 
overthrow of Allende
As we approach the 30th 
anniversary of the September 
11, US-backed fascist coup in 
Chile it is timely to recall the 
roll of certain corporate interests 
in the overthrow of the Allende 
government.

In 1970 Salvador Allende had 
just been elected president. He had 
won the election in the face of the 
economic might of US corporations 
and the government of Richard 
Nixon which had funded Allende’s 
opponent.

Soon after in Washington Nixon 
received a personal phone call 
from Donald Kendall, chairman of 
PepsiCo. Kendal was an associate of 
Nixon’s from when Nixon had been 
PepsiCo’s corporate attorney.

From that phone call Kendall 
organised a meeting between the 

owner of Pepsi’s bottling operation 
in Chile and US National Security 
Advisor Henry Kissinger.

And soon after that Nixon called 
in the head of the CIA, Richard 
Helms. According to Helms’s hand 
written notes, Nixon ordered the 
CIA to prevent Allende’s inaugu-
ration as president. The message 
to the CIA chief of operations in 
Santiago said that it was “the firm 
and continuing policy” of the US 
administration “that Allende be 
overthrown in a coup”.

The CIA was to “review all your 
present and possibly new activities 
to include propaganda” and “the 
surfacing of intelligence or disinfor-
mation, personal contacts …”

The attempted 1970 coup failed, 
mainly because the CIA found it dif-
ficult to sway enough high ranking 
officers in the Chilean army.

Of course, Pepsi and other major 
corporations such as ITT (now 
AT&T) and mining interests, with 
the Nixon administration’s coopera-
tion, persisted and in 1973 the US 
engineered another coup attempt, 
with General Augusto Pinochet at 
the helm and Kissinger pulling the 
strings behind the scenes.

The result was a brutal fascist 
dictatorship that carried out the 
slaughter, torture and imprisonment 
of tens of thousands of people.

It is interesting to note that the 
other soft drink giant, Coca Cola, 
is today behind the assassination 
of trade unionists at its plant in 
Colombia, and that last month it was 
revealed that both Coke and Pepsi 
have allowed their products to be 
manufactured using water infected 
with pesticides in their operations in 
India, poisoning unknown numbers 
of people.

Marcus Browning
Sydney

LETTERS

God-given – JD Rockefeller

Culture
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On September 5, 1972, amidst 
the excitement of the Munich 
Olympic Games, eight desperate 
Palestinians entered the Olympic 
Village disguised as athletes and 
took nine members of the Israeli 
team hostage. They demanded 
the freedom of over two hundred 
political prisoners in Israeli 
jails.

After several failed attempts 
to free the hostages, the day-long 
ordeal came to an end in a nearby 
airfield, where an operation to 
assassinate the terrorists became a 
botched bloodbath, leaving seven-
teen people dead, including all nine 
hostages.

The Kevin MacDonald docu-
mentary One Day in September 
(SBS 8.30pm Sunday) takes us 
through the highly emotional day 
of September 5 and examines “the 
irresponsible actions made by the 
parties in charge”.

Like all bourgeois accounts, 
it focuses on the Palestinians, and 
does not ask why Israel had hun-
dreds of political prisoners, (the 
number is now in the thousands) 
and why it used (and uses) torture 
and tactics Hitler and Himmler 
would have approved of.

That aside, One Day in 
September is a well-structured 
account of a terrifying day in 
modern history, with emotional 
and revealing interviews, intriguing 
footage from the Munich Olympics 
and a powerful musical score from 
Alex Heffes and Craig Armstrong,.

The phenomenally popular 
BBC serial Doctor Who 

returns this week to commence a 
40th anniversary season beginning 
with episode one (ABC 6.00pm 
Monday-Thursday).

This news is not being greeted 
with hosannas, however, from the 
faithful or indeed anyone else.

Viewers of Vets in Practice  
and its several variants, interesting, 
instructive and genuine real life 
drama, are miffed that it is to be 
replaced by what they think of as a 
children’s series.

Viewers of Behind The News 
are miffed because it is being 
dropped (“for budgetary reasons”) 
while money is being paid out for 
something that’s been seen umpteen 
times already.

Fans of Dr Who are miffed at its 
6.00pm timeslot. This is a cult series 
for adult sci-fi fans. Its artlessness, 
wit and ingenuity in overcoming 
the constraints of an obviously low 
budget made it a classic from the 
moment it appeared back in 1963.

It should be screening at 
11.00pm, not 6.00pm. The early 
evening slot and four nights a week 
stripping suggests that it is less a 
40th anniversary celebration than a 
ploy to give a once very profitable 
franchise (for marketing memorabil-
ia, tie in books, videos, sound tapes, 
toys, you name it) a much-needed 
shot in the arm.

Certainly it can only boost sales 
of the fully-restored episodes being 
released on DVD.

And everyone is miffed that, 
although the ABC boasts that it 
will be starting with episode one, 
it will not be screening any of the 
acclaimed early historical episodes, 
which have, in whole or in part, 
been lost, stolen or junked.

These deliberately educational 
episodes, where our time travelers 
became embroiled in the Crusades, 
the Massacre of St Bartholomew’s 
Eve, the French Revolution (Reign 
of Terror) and the travels of Marco 
Polo (A Journey to Cathay), were 
regarded as among the best drama 
production the BBC ever did.

Every Australian knows that 
Japanese schools are a lot 

more intensive than ours. But most 
Australians have no idea just how 
intense is the pressure on Japanese 
school children to keep up, do well, 
succeed.

The extraordinarily high rate of 
youth suicide in Japan is linked to 
the constant pressure on them not 

to fall behind their peers. Now a 
new social phenomenon is wreaking 
havoc in Japanese households.

Teenage boys in Japan’s major 
cities are turning into modern her-
mits – never leaving their rooms. 
This bizarre social disease is called 
hikikomori and is considered by 
experts and sufferers to be a con-
sequence of Japan’s intolerance 
of individual difference, the all 
consuming work ethic, and a loss 
of inter-personal communication 
beginning with the family.

According to Japan’s Missing 
Teenagers, screening on Cutting 
Edge (SBS 8.30pm Tuesday), 
Hikikomori now affects nearly one 
in ten young Japanese men. It can 
be a slow process of recovery for 
many sufferers, with teenagers 
living inside their rooms for four 
year periods in total isolation.

Japan’s youth spend most of 
their spare time studying for aca-
demic success, attending special 
‘cram’ schools where 12-year-olds 
spend three days taking lessons well 
into the night and retiring for sleep 
only when exams have been passed, 
and playing video games.

With fewer children, the pres-
sure is intense for the ‘only child’ 
to achieve all the parents’ ambitions 
for them.

If children refuse to attend 
school, social workers or courts 
rarely get involved. Most consider 
hikikomori a problem within the 
family, rather than a psychological 
illness.

When I was young a cousin 
of mine spent some time 

in the psychiatric ward (Ward 21) at 
Sydney’s Concord Repat Hospital. 
Next door, behind its own high wire 
fence, was another “secure” ward, 
Ward 22.

You never saw any patients 
walking around in the grounds of 
Ward 22. Upon enquiry, I was told 
that it was for men who had come 
back from war so badly maimed and 
disfigured that they could not return 
to their families or the world.

True Stories: Guinea Pig Club 
(ABC 10.00pm Thursday) is about 
two pioneering plastic surgeons, 
Sir Archibald McIndoe and Dr 
Ross Tilley, who were determined 
that even if horribly burned, allied 

airmen would be spared that fate if 
at all possible.

These two doctors’ revolu-
tionary and holistic approach to 
reconstructive surgery cajoled back 
into the world of the living, men 
so badly burned and broken they 
believed they might as well be dead.

The men were repaired with rev-
olutionary plastic surgery techniques 
that were still in their infancy. Their 
spirits were restored with a unique 
philosophy of getting on with it and 
facing the world again no matter the 
stage of their reconstruction.

Until now, only sniffer dogs 
and humans have been 

used to stop poachers, who are still 
a threat to elephants and are on 
the increase again in certain parts 
of Africa. But elephants have an 
incredible sense of smell, the best 
on the planet. No human or animal 
can rival it – they can even follow a 
scent through water.

So in South Africa, elephant 
expert Saba Douglas-Hamilton and 
a former poacher, Magic, are train-
ing a unique team of elephants to 
track down their most deadly enemy 
– the poacher. 

Escape The Elephants on 

Richard Morecroft Goes Wild 
(ABC 6.30pm Saturday) follows 
Saba as she tests whether the ele-
phant team can track her with a two 
hour start through the bush.

The ABC’s opportunistic 
tribute to the late Katharine 

Hepburn using only the RKO titles 
in their collection lurches somewhat 
this week with the creaky 1934 
adaptation of J M Barrie’s play 
The Little Minister (ABC 10.25pm 
Saturday).

Once highly regarded, the play’s 
whimsicalities have dated badly, as 
has the central performance. Even 
when the film was made, Barrie was 
already dated.

Personally, I think that, as a 
supposed gypsy with a secret, Miss 
Hepburn’s character (“Babbie”) 
seems to be away with the fairies 
just a wee bit too much. 

André Sennwald in The New 
York Times apparently agreed with 
me, writing in his review at the 
time, “Although dear Babbie’s elfin 
whimsies are likely to cause teeth-
gnashing among unsympathetic 
moderns, Miss Hepburn plays the 
part with likeable sprightliness and 
charm”. J
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“EX-TER-MI-NATE” – and so the Daleks did, for 25 years and 
through seven incarnations of Dr Who. 

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS
public television

programs
Sun September 14~
~ Sat September 20

Sydney

Politics in the Pub
Every Friday night 6pm – 7.45pm

Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills
(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)

Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

September 12
PUBLIC TRANSPORT – CARR’S FAILURE

Lee Rhiannon, Greens MLC NSW;
Jim Donovan, Action for Public Transport;

Gabrielle Kuiper, Bicycle NSW Board and Critical Mass rider

September 19
THE CHURCH: ON THE FRONT LINE OR THE BACK FOOT?

Fr Brian Gore, Centre for Peace, Ecology & Justice;
Rev Dr Ann Wansbrough, Uniting Care NSW/ACT

September 26
IMMIGRATION 2003: RAZOR WIRE AND BACK DOOR VISAS

Dr Mary Crock, Immigration Law specialist, Uni of Sydney,
co-author report on Curtain detention centre;

Linda Jaivin, author including several plays and
short stories on asylum seekers

The Gaelic Club, like all clubs, is required to have non members sign in.
To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.

Inq: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737, 
jol@pnc.com.au PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554

www.politicsinthepub.org

Sydney

Politics in the Pub
Every Friday night 6pm – 7.45pm

Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills
(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)

Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

Sydney
Solidarity concert
7.30pm, Saturday 
September 13th
Marrickville Community 
Hall, 142 Addison Road, 
Marrickville Entry: $15 
(conc $10, children free) 
A special guest from Chile 
will be attending, with 
Jeannie Lewis and many 
other Australian and Latin 
American artists performing.
For more info contact the 
Construction, Forestry, 
Mining and Energy Union
on 02 9746 0400 or visit:
www.theotherseptember11c
hile1973.net

Melbourne
Commemorative Evening
7pm till late Saturday 
September 13
The Ballroom Trades Hall 
Lygon and Victoria St, 
Carlton Admission $10 full
$6 conc under 12 free
Peña - Cultural evening: 
Music; exhibitions; 
speakers; Chilean food;
and bar
Proceeds from all events 
will be used to establish 
an archive of history of 
Solidarity with Chile in 
Australia during 1973 
and beyond, and provide 
financial assistance 

to organisation of the 
Disappeared in Chile
More info:  03 9525 9847
or: www.theotherseptember
11chile1973 
Adelaide
Commemorative Evening
7 pm Saturday 13th 
September
Folk Federation of SA, cnr 
George St & South Rd, 
Thebarton
Pay tribute to our Martyr
President Salvador Allende
Music, Slide Exhibition, 
Performance Art, Poetry, 
Dance, Traditional food & 
drinks
More info 0419 607 409

Organised by Pablo Neruda 
Cultural Committee, 
Adelaide
BRISBANE
People’s Forum
4-8 pm, Saturday 
September 13
AMWU Building,
336 Upper Roma Street, 
Brisbane.
Popular Unity and the Coup:
• Allende and Pinochet 
perspectives.
• Women in Chile
• Australian solidarity since 
the coup.
Popular Chilean cuisine.
Latin American cultural
Bilingual presentations.

The other September 11th – Chile 1973
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by Bob Briton

We also remember the singu-
larly repulsive sight of General 
Augusto Pinochet sitting among 
other sinister-looking military 
figures in a TV studio. He wore 
heavily tinted glasses, perhaps as a 
disguise; his whining high-pitched 
voice announcing the death of 
democratic institutions in Chile and 
his war against Marxism and Chile’s 
democratic, popular organisation.

And there were those scraps of 
footage showing the unrestrained 
ferocity of soldiers beating civilians 
in the streets of the capital Santiago 
and the shantytowns surrounding it. 
The armed, helmeted figures had 
faces distorted by hatred as they 
went about their task of rounding up 
the politically conscious citizens.

Killed, tortured
In the first four months of 

the Junta’s rule, the French news 
journal Le Nouvelle Observateur 
estimates that nearly 20,000 were 
killed and 30,000 arrested as politi-
cal prisoners. Many were cruelly 
tortured. A further 25,000 students 
were expelled from universities 
and roughly 200,000 progressive-
minded industrial workers were 
sacked from their jobs.

Tens of thousands of Chileans 
fled the brutal repression – 60,000 
in just the first three years of the 
fascist regime. Many found new 
homes in Australia.

While the coup and its immedi-
ate aftermath were unfolding, I was 
in my final years of high school, 
blissfully unaware of what acts of 
barbarity were being inflicted on the 
people of Chile.

When I started work and began 
to take an interest in trade union and 
political matters, Chile was THE 
international solidarity issue. In 
Canberra, where I lived at the time, 
I was constantly meeting Chileans 
of my own age or just a bit older 
in the thick of political activity. It 
made me think: What happened in 
those brief few years of the Popular 
Unity government after 1970 that 
had raised the awareness and sense 
of internationalism of all these 
people?

I started to learn more about 
the changes that the government 
of Salvador Allende had made to 
Chilean society. It had nationalised 
the metallurgical, cement, copper 
mining, saltpetre, iron-ore and coal 
mining industries. Sixteen commer-
cial banks were brought under state 
control. An agrarian reform was 
started. The estates of 5,500 rich 
landlords were broken up.

The wages share of gross 
national income grew from 49 per 
cent to over 62 per cent. The annual 
rate of increase in the number of 
children going to school was 18.2 
per cent and for higher school stu-
dents it was 34.9 per cent. 

For the first time in their lives, 
masses of children were given milk 
where before, poverty had prohib-

ited such a “luxury”. The Allende 
Government was – in the words of 
an Australian priest who stayed on 
to work in the shantytowns – “that 
little summer of the poor”.

Naturally, reactionary forces 
worldwide were alarmed by these 
developments. After Allende’s 
election, heaven and earth were 
moved to sabotage the program 
of his popular people’s govern-
ment. World copper prices were 
manipulated, credits and aid (except 
military “aid”) dried up. Stoppages 
by owner-driver truckers were 
funded. Upholders of the traditional 
“apolitical” role of the military 
were sidelined or, like the Generals 
René Schneider and Carlos Prats 
who upheld the constitution, simply 
assassinated.

Amazingly, every challenge 
seemed to strengthen the people’s 
resolve. Committees were formed to 
combat hoarding and other problems 
caused by the artificially created 
shortages. Abandoned industries 
were run by their workers.

To stop this people’s revolution 
a coup was needed and the reac-
tionary forces in Chile, along with 
agencies of international reaction 
like the CIA and even Australia’s 
ASIS, conspired to inflict on 
Chile and the world the events of 
September 11, 1973.

In the ’70s, I felt that the 
Chilean experience had shown just 
what could be achieved within the 
bounds of the institutions of coun-
tries like our own when the change 
is pushed along by popular organi-
sations determined to work in the 
interests of the working people and 
poor farmers.

The military coup taught me 
that we cannot trust the pillars of 
the existing capitalist state when 
the working people travel down the 
path towards their liberation and 
socialism. 

I thought that when the dictator-
ship ended, as it formally did 1989, 
the Chilean people would quickly 
take up the tasks that were so bru-
tally interrupted all those years ago 
and that the political right would die 
of shame.

I didn’t consider that, as hap-
pened in Spain after the defeat 
of the fascist Franco dictatorship 
that the world could turn its back 
on the heroic efforts of masses of 
people and remain indifferent as 
the capitalist class and conservative 
politicians regained their control of 
society.

But that is what has hap-
pened. Chile now has a president 
who is applying the same neo-
liberal economic agenda begun 
under Pinochet. General Pinochet 
and his henchmen from those times, 
still enjoy effective immunity from 
prosecution for the myriad crimes 
against humanity carried out during 
the dictatorship. Genuinely left 
forces – like the Communist Party 
of Chile – endure official harass-

ment designed to exclude them from 
the political mainstream.

Harsh test
The harshness of all this is a test 

of political commitment. To their 
credit, a high proportion of those 
Chilean refugees that I knew in the 
’70s and ’80s, who burned with 
the injustice of the coup, are still 
active in support of their people and 
involved in the struggles that swirl 
around us in Australia. They are in 
the peace movement, trade unions 
and in solidarity organisations. 
Some tried to go back to Chile but 
were forced to return because of the 
harsh economic realities that they 
encountered.

However, like the Communist 
Party of Chile, they are not put 
off by the slowness of history to 
right its wrongs. Inevitably, though 
perhaps not as soon as we once 
thought, the job of building a really 
democratic and just, socialist society 
remains on the agenda. J
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The long shadow of September 11, 1973
It’s now thirty years since the bloody coup launched by the 
Chilean military overthrew the democratically elected Popular 
Unity government of President Salvador Allende. We’ve all seen 
the images: jet fighters screaming across the skies above the 
burning presidential palace, the grainy black and white photo of 
the popular head of state taken moments before he fell under a 
hail of bullets. His face seems resigned or determined – it’s hard 
to say which – but even in those circumstances, it was a kind and 
very human face.
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The death of a truthful President

by Gabriel García Márquez

The most dramatic contradic-
tion in his life was to have always 
been a congenital enemy of violence 
and a passionate revolutionary. He 
held the belief that this contradic-
tion could be resolved with the 
hypothesis that the conditions in 
Chile permitted a peaceful evolution 
towards socialism within the bour-
geois democratic legality.

Experience taught him too late 
that a system cannot be changed 

from government but from power 
itself.

That late verification must have 
been the force that prompted him 
to resist until death in the debris 
and flames in a house that wasn’t 
even his – a sombre mansion that 
an Italian architect built as a money 
factory and finished as the refuge of 
a powerless President.

He resisted for six hours with 
a submachine gun; a present from 
Fidel Castro. It was the first weapon 
Salvador Allende ever used.

The journalist Augusto Olivares 
resisted by Allende’s side until the 
end. He was injured several times 
and bled to death at a public hospital.

At around four in the afternoon 
General of the Javier Palacios divi-
sion with his assistant Captain 
Gallardo and a group of officers man-
aged to reach the second floor, There 
among the false Luis XV chairs and 
the vases with Chinese Dragons 
and Rugendas paintings in the Red 
Parlor, Salvador Allende was expect-
ing him. He was wearing a miner’s 
helmet his sleeves were rolled up his 
arms, he didn’t have a tie, his clothes 
were dirtied by blood. He had a sub-
machine gun in his hands.
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Allende knew General Palacios. 
Just a few days before Allende 
commented to Augusto Olivares 
that Palacios was a dangerous man, 
who maintained close ties with the 
United States Embassy. As soon as 
he saw him appear in the staircase, 
Allende shouted at him: “Traitor”, 
and wounded him in the hand.

Allende died in an exchange 
of shots with that patrol. Then all 
the officers in a cast rite, shot at 
Allende’s body. Finally an officer 
destroyed Allende’s face with the 
butt of his rifle.

The photo does exist: it was 
taken by the photographer Juan 
Enrique Lira, from the newspaper 
El Mercurio, the only one granted 
permission to do this portrait of the 
corpse.

Allende was so disfigured that 
Hortencia Allende, his wife, was 
only allowed to see the body in the 
coffin, but they did not permit her to 
discover the face.

He had turned 64 in July the 
previous year and was a perfect 
Leo: tenacious, determined and 
unpredictable.

What Allende was thinking 
only Allende knows. One of his 
Ministers had said to me, He loved 

life, he loved flowers and dogs, and 
he was of a gallantry a little old 
fashioned, with scented notes and 
furtive encounters.

His greatest virtue was com-
mitment, but destiny granted him 
the rare and tragic greatness to die 
defending with bullets the anach-
ronistic monstrosity which is the 
bourgeois legality, defending a 
Supreme Court of Justice that had 
repudiated him and was going to 
legitimise his murderers, defend-
ing a miserable Congress that had 
declared him illegitimate and was 
going to succumb before the will of 
the usurpers, defending the will of 
the opposition parties that had sold 
their souls to fascism, defending the 
moth-eaten paraphernalia of a system 
of shit that he had been determined 
to annihilate without shooting a shot.

The drama occurred in Chile, 
bad luck for the Chileans, but it 
should be passed on to history as 
something that happened hopelessly 
to all of us people of this time, and 
that will remain in our lives forever.
Gabriel García Márquez :
The Coup and the Gringos
– UNED Workshop
Translated by
Claudia Raddatz  J

At the moment of the final battle, with the country at the mercy of 
the unleashed forces of subversion, Salvador Allende continued to 
hold himself to legality.


