JOIN THE CAMPAIGN.
DEFEND PUBLIC HEALTH

The Howard Government has

nailed down the

agreement of the States for its health funding cuts at
the Coalition of Australian Governments meeting. State
and Territory health systems will now be more than $1
billion worse off under the federal funding deal. The
five-year, $42 billion agreement is another nail in the
coffin of public health provision; another step along the
path to the Howard Government’s inequitable market

driven, for-profit model.
by Tom Pearson

The States have rightly warned
of dire and tragic consequences as
a result of the cut, saying it will be
a death warrant for some people.
State public hospitals are already
in deep crisis, turning away
patients for lack of beds, being
forced to temporarily shut down
casualties, and having to deal with
overcrowded wards and emergency
services.

The states said a gun was put at
their heads in the form of a clause
in this round of funding agreements
that would allow the Federal
Government to penalise those that
did not sign on by last Sunday’s
deadline. “It was either sign up,
and in doing so accept a massive
funding cut to our public hospitals,
or refuse to sign and get even less
funding through the penalties”,
said NSW Health Minister Morris
lemma.

The agreement will result in
tens of thousands more people
around Australia being knocked
back for admittance to public
hospitals and tens of thousands
more joining the long elective
surgery waiting lists.

Federal Labor has abandoned its
commitment to a universally avail-
able system of health provision,
which besides hospital funding
includes the funding and extension
of Medicare and the maintenance
of the Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme. In response to this latest
attack on public health, Labor
health spokesperson Julia Gillard
said that a Labor government
would set up “an expert panel” to
provide guidelines for “reform” of
the system.

She refused to guarantee the
restoration of proper funding to
the States. This is in line with

SA nuke dump
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Labor’s stated position earlier this
year when its health spokesperson
at the time, Stephen Smith, said of
funding the Medicare rebate to doc-
tors: “I’d love to increase the rebate
across the board, but because the
Government’s kept the screws on
for six years we can’t do that in one
go, which is why I’ve been talking
in terms of a targeted increase of
the rebate in those areas where
bulk billing has been at its sharpest
decline or at its lowest ever”.

“Targeting” specific areas
means replacing Medicare and its
universal access with a safety net
for the poor and for low income
earners.

This goes to the essence of the
provision of public health services:
centralised funding that enables
patients to have access to fee-free
services on the basis of need, not
on the ability to pay. Many doctors
have reluctantly stopped bulk
billing because the rebate paid to
doctors by Medicare has not been
increased in line with rising costs
for some years now.

Increased opposition

The need is for increased
funding; the means are available
to provide it, but the political will
to do so is completely absent. The
Howard Government is hell bent on
having a private, profit-driven US-
style health system in Australia.

Alliances of health care
professionals and community-
based organisations have gathered
strength over the past couple of
years to take a stand against the
imposition of such an inhumane
state of affairs. Last month in
Canberra an Australian Health Care
Summit was attended by more than
260 health professionals from over
20 organisations.

South Africa and
the WTO
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“...and how is our number 1 priority doing today?”

They included allied health
care workers, physicians as well
as doctors from general practice,
mental health services and the
public system. Regardless of their
political beliefs and affiliations, all
were united against the privatisa-
tion of health services and cuts to
funding, and they marched on
Parliament House to deliver their
demands in defence of Medicare
and the public health system.

Earlier this year the National
Medicare Alliance and the Doctor’s
Reform Society developed an
alternative proposal for the public
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health system, which would include
increased funding through the
scrapping of the taxpayer-funded
$3.6 billion in private health insur-
ance rebate and other subsidies.
This money could instead be spent
on:

e $180 million to pay for
nurses in general practice;

e $280 million to increase the
rebate to GPs;

e $170 million increase in
public hospital spending;

e $750 million for a National
Dental Scheme;

e $150 million to combat drug

Chile hunger strike
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* $120 million for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander health
care;

* $300 million for aged care.

And there would be $1 billion
left over. &

For more info and
campaign material
visit the CPA website:
www.cpa.org.au

Tampa - 2 years on
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Once again the WMD lies

Irrespective of the outcome of the various inquiries that are
taking place in Britain, Australia and the US the fact of the
matter is that the war against Iraq was based on monumental
lies — there were no weapons of mass destruction.

For four months before the invasion, United Nations weap-
ons inspectors scoured the country and found nothing. In the
four months since the invasion and occupation nothing has
been found. The US, British, and Australian authorities are
now deadly quiet on this issue.

It passes belief that the extremely sophisticated intelligence
agencies of these countries, plus their numerous spy satellites
and the use of the spy station at Pine Gap did not know or
inform their governments.

Bush, Blair and Howard must have known the truth from
the very beginning but they were determined to launch a war
against Iraq and to impose an occupation force on the country.
There are plenty of recorded statements by the politicians who
are now part of the Bush administration to prove that this inva-
sion was planned years before it actually took place.

The various inquiries are therefore nothing but charades to
cover up the lies of the politicians and the so-called intelligence
organisations. Any assumption that intelligence agencies are
independent of governments is a nonsense.

Of course there are honest men and women among them.
In Australia, Andrew Wilkie is one. There have also been a
number who have broken ranks with the CIA in the past for
its lies and dirty tricks. The name of Phillip Agee springs to
mind. Dr Kelly is possibly another. Whatever his role he seems
to have paid the price of being a whistle-blower. (That a doc-
tor who would have access to any number of lethal drugs by
which to commit suicide should choose to slash his wrists seems
unlikely).

The fact that the statements of Andrew Wilkie are also very
close to the bone provide good reasons why he should also take
care. His declaration that the intelligence information was
“skewed, misrepresented, used selectively and fabricated”
has caused the Prime Minister to attack him personally in the
strongest terms.

The real intention of the Australian Parliamentary in-
quiry is to save the hides of John Howard and his band of lying
Ministers, not to expose the lies used to justify the invasion of
Iraq. At best it will show some discrepancy between what the
Office of National Assessment said and how this was presented
by Howard to the Australia people. But even that is uncertain.

None of the Liberal and Labor Party politicians on the
inquiry have any interest in exposing the leaders of their re-
spective parties by bringing out the truth, given the role they
all played in the Iraq invasion. Furthermore, some of their
“evidence” will be heard in secret. It’s just a joke.

On the question of terrorism that was also used as a justifi-
cation for war, there was never any evidence that the Saddam
Hussein regime was involved in what has become known as
international terrorism. That he terrorised his own people, yes,
but this is not to say that his regime was involved internation-
ally.

The anarchy that the US and British occupation has created
by completely destroying any semblance of government in Iraq
has opened the way for the creation of groups so disaffected by
what has been done, that they resort to terrorist methods in an
attempt to protest.

We are witnessing, and this is the reality, the imposition of
state terrorism by the US, British and Australian authorities.
Their troops are involved in many of the killings, the smash-
ing down of doors and the looting to order that took place in
the early days of the occupation. Who is to say that they have
not also been behind the bombing of the UN headquarters in
Baghdad, the Jordanian Embassy and the recent killing of the
Shiite cleric in Najaf?

The US occupation forces are now faced with the failure
of their plans and the use of staged provocations that can be
blamed on others is a time-honoured method by which to divert
attention.

AUSTRALIA

Indigenous Opposition
to Nuke Dump

Federal Science Minister Peter McGauran needn’t look so smug.
While the Commonwealth charges ahead with an application to
the Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency
(ARPANSA) for licences to build and operate a “low” level radioactive
waste dump near Woomera before it has even secured its favoured
site, opposition to the plan is growing at a rapid rate.

by Bob Briton

The Science Minister is con-
fident that the proposed nuclear
waste dump will be completed
next year despite the fact that the
South Australian Government is
set to force a Federal Court review
of the Commonwealth’s compul-
sory acquisition of “site 40a” on
the Arcoona sheep station in the
State’s north. The SA Government
will argue that the Commonwealth
breached natural justice by taking
land from the State against the
wishes of the overwhelming major-
ity of South Australians.

The Minister might be right in
anticipating that this bureaucratic
obstacle will be easily overcome.
What he probably didn’t foresee
was the stiffening of opposition
from the Indigenous people to be
affected by the scheme. While the
Commonwealth has commissioned
a high-powered, Adelaide-based
public relations firm to push the idea
of a waste dump onto an unwilling
electorate, Indigenous groups are
using grass roots networks to rally
the “no dump” forces.

The activism of these Aboriginal
groups around the issue is under-
standable. When the Commonwealth
moved to take charge of the site
of the waste dump, it acquired any
potential native title rights and
interests as well. The Native Title
Act 1993 allows for this and, in
some cases, the extinguishment of
any native title rights. At the time
of the land acquisition, the Kokatha,
Barngarla and Kuyani people had
native title claims to the land.

Incredibly, the Commonwealth
has said that it is willing to nego-
tiate an “Indigenous Land Use
Agreement” for territory it is plan-
ning to use as a nuclear waste dump
with the groups concerned. Most of
the parties involved have refused to
enter into any such negotiations.

The Aboriginal people have the

benefit of long and bitter experience
in dealing with governments on
such issues. The Iratiwanti website
(see details below) has assembled
accounts from witnesses to the
British atomic weapons tests that
began 50 years ago at Maralinga
and Emu Fields. Empty assurances
and disregard for the welfare of
Aboriginal communities were the
order of the day then, too.

“All of us were living when
the Government used the country
for the Bomb. Some were living
at Twelve Mile, just out of Coober
Pedy. The smoke was funny and
everything looked hazy. Everybody
got sick. Other people were at
Mabel Creek and many people got
sick. Some people were living at
Wallatinna. Other people go moved
away. Whitefellas and all got sick.

“When we were young, no
woman got breast cancer or any
other kind of cancer. Cancer was
unheard of with men either. And
no asthma, we were people without
sickness.”

The website also reports
the activism of this group of
Aboriginal women elders from the
Yankunytjatjara, Antikarinya and
Kokatha peoples. Some of the spirit
of this movement was captured in
the recent SBS program We of Little
Voice — Australia By Number: SA
Mid North 5724.

As would be expected, their

efforts have attracted a lot of atten-
tion and support. A group has been
set up in Adelaide to help with
projects like the 10 Mile Creek
Bush Camp to be held at Coober
Pedy between September 28 and
October 4.

The trade union movement
has also thrown its weight behind
Indigenous opposition to the dump.
A motion to that effect was adopted
as a “Policy Priority for Action” at
the recent national congress of the
ACTU and reads:

“The ACTU and affiliated
unions stand in solidarity with the
Indigenous communities in oppo-
sition to the nuclear waste dump
proposed for South Australia.”

This policy was passed as part
of the new ACTU Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples
Policy, a policy that recognises
“that the destiny of the Australian
union movement is entwined with
the destiny of Australia’s Indigenous
peoples”.

It seems that, quite unwit-
tingly, the Federal Government
has created circumstances in which
large numbers of Indigenous and
non-indigenous Australians will
be getting together to defend their
interest in a safe environment and
reclaim some control over their des-
tinies. The Aboriginal women at the
centre of the struggle describe the
situation with crystal clarity:

“We’ve been fighting this
radioactive waste, this poison,
for many years. Arguing about it,
talking to people, asking people to
help us. They might help us, but
they’ll really be helping themselves.
Whitefellas have got kids too, we all
have to live in the country.” &

Contacts

Adelaide Kungka Tjuta

women’s support group:

Karina Lester at: lester.karina@saugov.sa.gov.au

Kulini Kulini Bush Camp:
Irati Wanti Campaign Office,
PO Box 1043, Coober Pedy SA 5723
or phone 08 8672 3413

Irati Wanti website:

http://www.iratiwanti.org/

PRESS FUND

Politics is full of surprises. Who’d have guessed three weeks ago that
the odious Tony Abbott would be on the ropes over his plot to bring
down One Nation? The media focus is currently on Ms Hanson’s gen-
erous helping of porridge, but the real significance of this little saga is
the extent of the Howard Government’s attempts to eliminate oppo-
sition, be it from the left or the ultra—right. We’ll bring you more on
these matters, but in the meantime the big news is that the Press Fund
contributions are still a long way short of where they need to be to meet
the annual target. So PLEASE, keep those contributions rolling in! Our
sincere thanks go to the following, for their generous contributions this
week:

B Appleton $20, “Battler” $50, Anthony Mitchelson $30, H Zimmerman
$20, anonymous $500.

This week’s total: $620. Progressive total: $7265.

Perth

Curtin University Centre for Human Rights Education
and CASE for Refugees present

Refugee Hypothetical

with
Julie McCrossin

an entertaining evening exploring issues around
Australia’s refugee policies and the experiences of refugees on our shores

Jose Alvarez (WA State Director DIMIA)
Sr Veronica Brady (UWA Academic and Social Commentator)
Dr Benjamin Chow (Chair Council for Multicultural Australia)
Anna Copeland (CASE for Refugees lawyer, Murdoch University Academic)
Lee Cordner AM (Fmr Navy Commodore & Man. Dir. of Future Directions International)
Farshid Kheirillapour (Refugee who spent several years in detention)
Dr Sev Ozdowski (HREOC Human Rights Commissioner)
Phil Sparrow (International Aid Worker, CARE Australia)

Monday 6th October 6:15pm — 8:00pm.
Tickets $25 ($15 concession)
Elizabeth Jolley Lecture Theatre Curtin University, Kent St, Bentley

Fundraising Wine and Canapes and an opportunity
to meet some panel members from 8:00pm — 9:30pm

Strictly limited tickets. $25 each

For Tickets contact CASE for Refugees 9321 2900 or

caseforrefugees@iinet.net.au or

Erica McKinnon: stevemk@bigpond.com 0414 932 350
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AUSTRALIA

Trying to kill a vicious offshoot

The case of the Hanson electoral rort has two interconnected
parts; the legal and the political. First is the legal question.
Pauline Hanson and her cohort David Ettridge were sentenced to
three years jail for electoral fraud. The jury found that Hanson
fraudulently registered the One Nation party in Queensland in 1997
and dishonestly obtained $500,000 in electoral reimbursements
following the 1998 Queensland State election.

by Tom Pearson

Workplace Relations Minister
Tony Abbott, who engineered
Hanson’s downfall through a slush
fund legal vendetta, may now also
face prosecution under Australia’s
electoral laws.

The Australian Electoral
Commission has announced that,
after receiving legal advice, it is
reconsidering its finding in 1998
that Abbott’s slush fund — called
contemptuously Australians for
Honest Politics — was not con-
nected to the Liberal Party. The law
requires political parties to declare
the sources of donations used for
party purposes.

Then there is the political ques-
tion. The irony will not be lost on
people that one of the planks in
Hanson'’s political platform was a
campaign for harsher sentencing
and longer jail terms. Nor will they
miss the fact of Abbott’s use of the
law and legal system to try and
smash the trade union movement
and workers’ rights to collectively
bargain, while he has covertly
organised a collective of filthy rich
individuals and influential political
figures to target the leadership of
other parties for regime change.

The Australian Democrats were
also pursued through legal action
for seven years to 2002 by a group
for “honest politics”. In a statement
last week the Democrats outlined
how “A political party then capable
of marshalling over a million votes
[the Democrats] had its leader,
deputy leader and its organisation
assailed through a series of well-
funded legal cases.”

The Democrats say one of the
donors who funded that offensive
is also a donor to the current Abbott
slush fund. Only two donors have
so far been revealed — the head
of WA-based engineering com-
pany, Harold Clough, and Trevor
Kennedy, a former Kerry Packer
media executive.

The Democrats also point to the
secretive nature of these funds that
are “designed to reduce political
competition”.

But then, the Liberal Party has
always been a secretive clique:
backroom deals, collusion and char-
acter assassination are its modus
operandi. Undermining individuals
and bringing down organisations
that pose a threat to Liberal electoral
turf is almost child’s play for the
party that secretly trained a whole

scab labour force in Dubali, in col-
lusion with waterfront employers,
to try and bludgeon the Maritime
Union out of existence.

Thus we have the endless bleat-
ing of PM Howard that he is the last
to know — about secret meetings
with ethanol producers, about chil-
dren overboard, about Dubai, about
Abbott’s slush fund: one finally
must conclude that he is either a
hand puppet or a liar.

It is the party that produced the
founders of One Nation, Hanson and
David Oldfield. After all, the Liberal
Party has historically embraced fas-
cist ideas, and fascists themselves
when Nazi fugitives from justice
were welcomed (covertly, of course)
by the Liberal Party Government
of Robert Menzies after WW2,
a number of them slotting com-
fortably into the ranks of party
membership.

So it should come as no surprise
when in the 21st century it produces
fascist-minded ideologues like
Hanson and Oldfield, both former
Liberal Party members; Oldfield a
staffer for Abbott when the latter
was Parliamentary Secretary;
Hanson a former Liberal Party can-
didate in Queensland.

Moreover, despite perceptions
to the contrary, the current govern-
ment did not steal One Nation’s
policies but was in fact the architect
of them. The implementation of the
“Pacific Solution”, the locking up
of asylum seekers in desert prison
camps, the gutting of Indigenous

rights, the draconian anti-union
laws, the wholesale undermining
of democratic rights: all came out
of the right-wing think tanks and
corporate boardroom brainstorming
that are the basis of Liberal Party
policy formulation.

At the political centre are the
reactionary power brokers of the
Liberal Party, thugs in expensive
suits, of which Abbott is one.

When One Nation gathered
pockets of voter support in certain
areas running with an opportunistic
and populist platform based on fear

and racism, they were clearly tres-
passing on Liberal Party ground. As
Abbott himself put it, his slush fund
was set up “to prevent the creation
of a credible rival for the conserva-
tive vote”.

So, the Howard Government
set out to kill its vicious offshoot:
a distilled and dangerous concoc-
tion of fascist aspirations. And the
final irony in this episode may be
that the system they all used and
manipulated toward their own
ends is turning around to bite them
back. @

Gallop Jumps on Indigenous “Reform” Bandwagon

WA Premier Geoff Gallop last week joined the growing ranks of
Australian political leaders feeling compelled to offer Aboriginal
people gratuitous advice about “individual responsibility”. The
occasion was the tragic death of a 12-year-old boy during a high-
speed police chase on a Perth highway.

by Bob Briton

While the boy’s family and
community were still in shock and
grieving, the Premier threw off the
constraints of tact and sympathy
to deliver his “get real” message to
Indigenous leaders:

“Let’s deal with the issues hon-
estly and openly instead of trying
to pretend there are some historical
reasons that justify this behaviour

... the issue wasn’t about the police
chase. The issue was about those
youngsters stealing a car and going
on a joy ride when they should have
been at school.”

Embarrassingly for Dr Gallop,
the boys’ school had been closed
for a pupil-free day when the inci-
dent took place. Nevertheless, an
opportunity had presented itself
to absolve corporate dominated

Australian society of any responsi-
bility for the economic and social
circumstances of Aboriginal people
and the Premier grabbed it with both
hands.

Aboriginal leaders recognise
that their youth have problems.
However, as Aboriginal family
violence expert Boni Robertson
noted about Dr Gallop’s outburst,
“It is offensive and racially incit-
ing because it apportions blame to
Aboriginal families when the same
things happen in white families”.

The Premier’s comments were
made at a time of growing disquiet
about the treatment of Aboriginal

people by public authorities. The
Youth Affairs Council of WA is
planning to take the matter of the
curfew for teenagers in Perth’s
Northbridge entertainment precinct
to the Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity Commission on the
grounds that it discriminates on the
basis of race and age.

Under the policy, unsupervised
children under 16 are banned from
Northbridge after 10pm and under-
13s are prohibited from the area
after dark without supervision. The
restrictions are said to be an effort to
reduce crime in the district.

Since its introduction, the

The other September 11th — Chile 1973

Sydney

Protest rally

5pm, Thursday September 11th
Sydney Town Hall Square
marching to US consulate

Film evening
7.30pm, Thursday September 11th,
Valhalla Cinema, Glebe

Solidarity concert

7.30pm, Thursday September 13th
Marrickville Community Hall, 142 Addison
Road, Marrickville Entry: $15 (conc $10,
children free) A special guest from Chile
will be attending, with Jeannie Lewis and
many other Australian and Latin American
artists performing.

For more info contact the Construction,
Forestry, Mining and Energy Union

on 02 9746 0400 or visit:
www.theotherseptember11chile1973.net

Melbourne

Silent Commemoration
12 noon - 2pm,Thursday 11th September
Federation Square displaying photos of

Chile’s disappeared and those murdered by
the dictatorship. Wear black

Forum

9:30am-12:30pm, Friday 12th September
Storey Hall RMIT Swanston St

Memories and Meaning of 1973 coup
Hear Chileans give testimony of their
experiences during brutal

Pinochet dictatorship

Sponsored by the Institute of Latin
American Studies, La Trobe University and
Globalism Institute, RMIT in association
with the Commemoration Committee for
Chile the Other September 11

Film night

Fernando Returns, Obstinate Memory
7pm Wednesday 10th September

Nova Cinema 380 Lygon St, Carlton
Admission $10

Commemorative Evening

7pm till late Saturday September 13

The Ballroom Trades Hall Lygon and
Victoria St, Carlton Admission $10 full

$6 conc under 12 free

Pefia - Cultural evening: Music; exhibitions;
speakers; Chilean food; & bar

Proceeds from all events will be used to
establish an archive of history of Solidarity
with Chile in Australia during 1973 and
beyond, and provide financial assistance to
organisation of the Disappeared in Chile
More info: Mavis Robertson 03 9525 9847
or: www.theotherseptember11chile1973

Adelaide

Performance Art in CBD:

Come and join us

Thursday September 11

12.30 Victoria Square (near tram)

1.30 & 3.45 Rundle Mall (Gawler PI)
5.00 steps of Parliament
Commemorative Evening

7 pm Saturday 13th September

Folk Federation of SA, cnr George St &
South Rd, Thebarton

Pay tribute to our Martyr

President Salvador Allende

Music, Slide Exhibition, Performance Art,
Poetry, Dance, Traditional food & drinks
For more info contact Miguel 0419 607 409
Organised by Pablo Neruda Cultural
Committee, Adelaide

curfew has netted 159 youths
— 134, or 84 percent of them are
Indigenous. The Youth Affairs
Council will present evidence that
some youths have been picked up
while simply changing trains in
Northbridge on their way home or
travelling through the precinct in
cars.

Many observers feel that the
curfew is another example of
the “out-of-sight, out-of-mind”
approach to Indigenous people and
their problems that is reasserting
itself at the official level. Further
evidence is easy to find.

A girl aged 11 spent the night
in a police lock-up in Geraldton
the weekend before last after being
arrested for writing graffiti. The
child — who had had no previous
convictions — was held with her
15-year-old sister in the adult cells
of the station. A magistrate later
ordered no further punishment
for the child and Police Minister
Michelle Roberts has ordered a full
report on the incident, saying that
she was “very concerned” about the
facts as they appeared.

Earlier last month, two
Aboriginal boys aged 13 and
15 were held overnight in the
Geraldton lock-up for stealing $3
worth of chewing gum. Regional
Police Inspector John Ballantyne
told the media recently that, in
such cases, the children should
have been cautioned or referred to
a Juvenile Justice Team instead of
being arrested. Others noted that,
while Geraldton lacked adequate
services for youth, emergency
youth accommodation and Family
and the Children’s Services
Department could have been called
upon.

The Premier’s recent comments
were the last thing that genuinely
concerned parties needed. &
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LABOUR STRUGGLES

“Let them in the gate”
Unions rally in support of locked out workers

would like to thank all the other
workers and unionists who have

On August 27, over two thousand workers rallied in Geelong’s
market square demanding that the 93 workers who have been

locked out of Geelong Wool Combing since May 1 be allowed to SUPI)\;>¥t6d us S(% fag” Hall . I F “WE MUST TIGHTEN
return to work. The workers are members of the Textile, Clothin 1ctorian Irades Hall Counci
’ g Secretary, Leigh Hubbard, said THE Emﬁ BELT

and Footwear Union of Australia (TCFUA) TO REMAIN

In a strong display of solidarity,
workers from the Electrical Trades
Union, the Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union, the
Australian Manufacturing Workers
Union (AMWU), the Maritime
Union of Australia (MUA) and
Plumbers division of the CEPU,
attended the rally.

TCFUA (Victoria) Secretary,
Michele O’Neil, said the Geelong
Wool Combing Company had treat-
ed workers “brutally”.

“The company is happy to take
all they can from these workers
but they don’t want to give any-
thing back. They have misjudged
the strength and principle of these
workers. You cannot treat people in
such a brutal way and expect them
to do nothing about it.”

Ms O’Neil said the company’s

treatment of the workers had been
provoked by the “militant” indus-
trial relations laws of the Howard
Government.

“Geelong Wool Combing,
backed up by John Howard and
Tony Abbott, is committing a crime
against these workers by locking
them out of work. We will not rest
until we get the workers back in the
gate.”

One of the locked-out workers’
partners, Theresa, told the rally that
the dispute had delayed the couple’s
wedding plans. She said it was hard
for their children to understand why
they could no longer enjoy treats
when shopping.

“It has been a long four months.
I never thought it would go on this
long. We are going to survive and
hopefully get back in the gate. I

LABOUR NOTES

Communications unions have reacted angrily to Telstra’s an-
nouncement that it will pay out its entire profits for 2003-04 in
dividends to shareholders. The Communications Division of
the CEPU called the payout “outrageous”, given the investment
needs of the national network. “We’ve just had the Australian
Communications Authority identifying some 54 Telstra rural
exchange areas where the network is in immediate need of
repair’, said the Division President, Colin Cooper. He said vir-
tually the whole of the Northern Territory top end is in trouble
and that there are undoubtedly metropolitan areas which are
just as bad. “And yet here’s Telstra handing its profits over
to fund managers rather than investing them in the national
infrastructure. You could hardly get a better example of why
privatisation has been a disaster for Australian consumers”.

Major building corporation Bovis Lend Lease has signed
the first national agreement with the CFMEU that includes
a 36-hour work week. The agreement follows the vicious
attack on the building unions by the Government’'s Cole
Royal Commission and comes before the Federal Govern-
ment sets up the anti-union building industry policing body
that was proposed by the Commission. The agreement also
goes against employer group Master Builders Australia which
has been telling construction companies not to sign up. The
deal covers Bovis sites in all States except WA. The number
of rostered days off for building workers will increase from
13 days to 26 a year, and there is also a 12 percent pay
rise over three years and increased super and allowances.

The South Australian branch of the Australian Nursing Fed-
eration (ANF) says SA nurses are appalled at the Howard
Government’s action in forcing the States and Territories to
sign health care agreements which will lead to more cuts
in health funding in future years. The Federation points
out that the agreement will mean South Australia will lose
$75 million from the health budget over the next five years.
“The Federal Government has a lot to answer for”, said
the State’s ANF Secretary Lee Thomas. “Nurses are sick
and tired of working in a system that continually cuts fund-
ing resulting in them being unable to provide quality care”.

The Australian Licensed Aircraft Engineers’ Association has
won a Federal court action to gain $7 million in additional
entitlements for its members from the administrators of the
failed Ansett Airlines. The Court found on appeal that the
Association members should receive the severance pay en-
tittements that were in their enterprise bargaining agreement.

the issues at stake in the dispute
were integral to the trade union
movement.

“This dispute is about decency
and dignity at work. It is a struggle
against this federal government for
the right of all Australian workers to
be treated decently and with dignity
by employers.

“Howard and Abbott are behind
an increasingly aggressive approach
by employers at ACI in Box Hill, at
Smorgon Steel in Laverton and here
in Geelong by the company that
has locked you out of work,” Mr
Hubbard said.

CFMEU (Victoria) secretary,
Martin Kingham, said the company
had adopted a “cruel tactic” to try
to force the workers to accept the
erosion of their conditions. He said
the dispute had “Tony Abbott’s fin-
gerprints all over it”.

“They have the funds and the
means to see them through the cold
winter months. The lock-out is an
attempt to starve the workers back.
It is a cruel and inhumane tactic and
we condemn it.”

Mr Kingham said unionists
and community members around
Victoria should be prepared to come
to the aid of the Geelong Wool
Combing Workers if the dispute
continued.

“The longer the dispute goes
on, the more likely it is that we
will have a repeat of the waterfront
dispute where tens of thousands of
workers and members of the public
went down to the docks to stop

COMPETITIVE."

scabs coming on site. We have to
show the employer and this gov-
ernment that these workers are not
isolated”, he said.

Union Secretaries Dave Oliver
(AMWU) and Kevin Bracken
(MUA) presented cheques to the
combined value of $23,000 to the
Geelong Wool Combing Workers.
The funds were raised by donations
from union members.

TCFUA delegate and Geelong

Wool Combing worker, Glen
Mulgrave, relayed a message
of thanks to all the unionists in
Geelong and throughout Victoria
who are supporting the locked-out
workers.

“It would have been a far steep-
er struggle without your support. We
are on the rise and the company are
on the fall. I put it to them that they
let us back to work so that we can
feed our families.” &

MIM unfair treatment dispute

Workers on the Mount Isa Mines lease in Mount Isa stopped
work on August 26 and held a mass meeting at the TLC Building
to discuss the company’s decision to stand down three workers
delegates and issue written warnings to 27 others in the Service
Area. Those stood down included an Australian Manufacturing

Workers’ Union delegate.

MIM suffered a significant
rebuff when the Queensland
Industrial Relations Commission
(QIRC) refused to issue orders
or recommendations against the
stopwork and mass meeting. MIM
had sought an urgent hearing in
the QIRC, in an attempt to stop its
employees protesting against what
can only be described as its belliger-
ent, anti-worker behaviour.

The stand downs, individual
interrogation sessions and repri-
mands of the three workers followed
a return to work by striking AMWU
members from the mine’s Service
Area.

AMWU members employed
in the Service Area walked off the
job on August 21 in protest at MIM
management’s unfair treatment of
two of their colleagues.

In early August, a verbal alterca-
tion took place at the mine between
a Service Area worker and an acting
supervisor, during which the worker
alleges the acting supervisor made
violent threats towards him.

The worker then lodged a Fair
Treatment claim with MIM, which
conducted an internal investigation.

This investigation led to the
acting supervisor being counselled
and, for some reason, the worker
being issued with a “show cause”
notice as to why he should not be
dismissed.

A witness supportive of the
worker was also issued with a final
written warning and is one of the
three workers stood down. &

CFMEU asks Abbott about fund

After being lectured and berated by Tony Abbott for two years
and being the subject of a witch-hunt in the form of a Royal
Commission, the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy
Union (CFMEU) now asks if the same standards will be applied
to political heavyweight Tony Abbott.

Harold Clough, previous CEO
of Clough Constructions and
Engineering has admitted that he
donated money to Abbott’s fund.

The CFMEU Construction
National Office has written to the
Minister for Workplace Relations,
seeking information about how
many other construction companies
had donated money to “Australians
for Honest Politics”.

National Secretary of the
Construction Division, John
Sutton said that the Union was
concerned to know if any other
construction employers had donat-
ed to the fund.

“Considering Tony Abbott’s
present position as Minister for
Workplace Relations, and his
involvement in establishing a Royal
Commission which whitewashed

building employers, we believe it
is very important for the community
to know whether or not any other
contstruction employers donated to
his fund”, Mr Sutton said.

“If there is nothing to hide, the
Minister should come clean about
who donated to the fund. We believe
the Minister should also disclose
what promises or inducements were
made to achieve these donations”,
Mr Sutton said.

“If he continues to refuse to
disclose the facts, then by Tony
Abbott’s own standards some form
of independent public inquiry is
necessary. &
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Book Review

In protest against this planned
invasion, Mr Weeramantry wrote
articles, gave interviews and
addressed meetings, which included
a sessions of British parliamentar-
ians in London.

The general thrust of his argu-
ments was that an attack on Iraq
without the approval of the Security
Council would be unconstitutional.

He specified ten principles in
the UN Charter which would be
violated. An invasion would also
be morally indefensible, as it would
inevitably result in the killing of
numerous lives and serious damage
to the infrastructure, hospitals,
schools and religious and cultural
institutions.

In his book Armageddon or
Brave New World? — Reflections
on the Hostilities in Iraq, Mr
Weeramantry enlarges on the opin-
ions he has expressed earlier and
stresses the fact that we have a task
to counter the dangers ahead of us.
He refers to the UN Charter as “the
basic document of today’s interna-
tional law”.

It is a document which was care-
fully drafted with one overriding

objective in mind — the promotion
of international peace. The Charter
created the UN, and by invading
Iraq in the circumstances they did,
the US and its allies have challenged
the moral power and legitimacy of
both of them. The actions of the US
are particularly reprehensible, as it
is the only superpower today and a
responsibility devolves on it to set
an example to the other nations of
the world.

The allies purported to act under
Resolution 670 of the Security
Council which was passed in 1990.
It was a weak argument which was
squashed by Mr Weeramantry. He
has pointed out that it was irrelevant
and out of date, as its objectives
were fully realised in the first Iraq
war.

The allies gave two reasons for
launching their attack.

1) Locating “Weapons of mass
destruction”, which they accused
Iraq of amassing in violation of
Security Council resolutions.

2) Ending the despotic rule of
Saddam Hussein and setting up a
democratic government in its place.

Actually, the UN and the

Security Council had the powers to
tackle both problems. They had in
fact appointed a team of inspectors
who had been busy making a strenu-
ous search for any WMD (weapons
of mass destruction) in the country.

However, they were recalled
on the eve of the invasion, before
they could finish their assignment.
Up until then they could find no
incriminating weapons. Nor indeed,
though many weeks have passed,
have the allies been able to find any
since the invasion.

Though Saddam’s record was
a black one, the means adopted to
overthrow him were unconstitution-
al. Here again there are adequate
provisions in the Charter under
which the Security Council could
have acted. The first and obvious
line of action could have been to
resort to diplomatic procedures such
as mediation and negotiations.

However, if there were evidence
of the violation of human rights, the
Security Council would have the
authority to set up a tribunal, such
as a War Crimes Tribunal.

Many people are tempted at this
stage to shrug their shoulders and
say the damage has already been
done and nothing can be done about
it now. This, Mr Weeramantry says,
is erroneous thinking.

The international situation is
in a dangerous pass. The violence
we have seen in Iraq may well be

An Invitation -

Come and see how things really were in 1928

The SA Maritime Union of Australia will commemorate the 75"
anniversary of the 1928 waterfront strike with a series of events
in the heritage heart of Port Adelaide. The nationwide strike was
over moves to cut wages and conditions, and to stop the use of

non-union labour.

It was a violent time in
Australian ports, including Port
Adelaide. The shipping owners and
other employers armed their people
to protect their non-union, strike-
breaking labour, (or “scabs”) from
the unionists trying to enforce the
strike.

On September 28, various dis-
plays will provide historic images
and information of these turbulent
times, street theatre, and a march
back to the original Waterside
Workers Federation hall in Nile
Street where the stories and music
will flow.

The events will start at 2.45pm
at Poverty Corner (the corner of
Lipson and Nile Streets) in the heart
of the heritage area of Port Adelaide,
just outside the Maritime Museum.

Poverty Corner was so-called
because it was where men seeking
work gathered each morning, to be
head-picked by the shippers or other
employers.

Men who sought work on the
ketches gathered on the northeast
pavement of Poverty Corner. The
shipping owners would select men
from the crowd, and those selected
would leave on a passage, often for
many days, for which they were
paid basic wages and had to provide
their own food.

The lumpers gathered on the
two south corners. Lumpers were
men who offered their labour to
shippers or truckers. It was very
heavy work, (men were often
required to lump 80kg sacks of

grain on their shoulders all day
long), sometimes in dangerous con-
ditions, and it took a huge physical
toll on the men.

Those not selected went home
with a “few bob” appearance
money.

Life was very difficult for work-
ing families and many were forced
to rely on soup kitchens. Sister Janet
Meade and volunteers will set up a
replica soup kitchen for the com-
memoration.

Inside the Maritime Museum,

Rex Munn will speak about the pov-
erty and working conditions, Arthur
Shertock will explain the reasons for
the strike, and the trade union choir
will perform sea shanties.

The Port Adelaide Enfield
Council will supply a band to lead
the march back to the Waterside
Workers Hall, where SA United
Trades and Labor Council Secretary
Janet Giles will speak. There will
also be music and songs by Eileen
Darley, Jaqy Phillips, and lots more.
Sandwiches and soup will be served
and the bar will be open.

So put it in your diary now
— Sunday, September 28 at the
Maritime Museum. It will be
an entertaining and informative
day. &

I

reviewed by Vernon Abeysekera

Armageddon or Brave New World?

by C.G Weeramantry

Like so many thinking people all over the world Christie Weeramantry
has been very perturbed by the tragedy in Iraq — the invasion of
the country by the US, British, and Australian forces. In the weeks
leading up to the event, when France and Russia resolutely refused
to allow the Security Council to sanction a war, it became very clear
that the US would arbitrarily lead an attack on its own.

inflicted on other countries as well
— Iran, the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (“North Korea”),
or anywhere else. President Bush
keeps making ominous references
to “rogue states” and an “Axis of
evil.”

Each of us can in our own small
way help to build public opinion.
Community organisations (lay and
religious) can in this respect make
a larger contribution. We have after
all to remember that it was public
opinion more than anything else
which ended the Vietnam War. So
what lies ahead of us? Armageddon

well as a guide to the action which
all of us should now be taking.

Mr Weeramantry was until
recently Vice President of the
International Court of Justice.
Before leaving Australia he was
Professor of Law in Monash
University. ©

Armageddon or Brave
New World?, published by
Sarvodaya Vishva Lekha, 173
pages, is available from SPA
Books, 65 Campbell St, Surry

The Port Dock Railway Station, long since demolished, was set up
as a hospital for the so-called volunteers — not for the unionists.
Upper-crust women volunteers set up kitchens in the Reid and
Lewis timber yard to keep up the strength of the defence forces
protecting the non-union strikebreakers.

Hills, NSW 2010, for $12.50
plus $$2.50 p&p

or a brave new world? A world of
violence or a world of peace?

Mr Weeramantry’s book is a
source of valuable information as

Parego
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At the annual meeting of federal and state leaders on the
weekend PM Howard pushed for even more police state
powers, demanding the Premiers endorse giving Attor-
ney-General Daryl Williams the absolute right to outlaw
organisations. At the moment the Government can ban or-
ganisations only if they are on UN lists as suspected terrorist
groups. The Government wants the UN out of the picture.

As part of efforts to try to shut up all those who are critical of
government policies, Foreign Affairs Minister Alexander Down-
er last week got stuck into church leaders who dared criticise
the Government’s illegal, immoral war on Iraq. Downer de-
manded that churches stop their “overtly partisan politicking”
and concentrate solely on preaching the word to their congre-
gations. Church leaders responded in kind, Uniting Church
President Dean Drayton putting it this way: “We are at a time
when ethics and concern about truth-telling are important,
and | think politicians become uneasy when there’s an inde-
pendent voice and the church provides one of those voices.”

Terrorism is good for insurance company profits. Insurance
premiums to cover for terrorist attacks in high-rise buildings, su-
permarkets and corner stores are to rise by 18 percent. These
costs will passed on in higher rents for tenants, of course.

The criminal negligence of the management of Pan Phar-
maceuticals was confirmed last week when the company
founder Jim Selim admitted that he knew that substitute ingre-
dients were used in the production of Pan medicines. Selim
also said he ignored the first complaint from a person who
became sick from the travel sickness drug Travacalm that
made more than 100 people ill and led to the hospitalisation
of 19. But Selim went on to claim he’d been set up, by jealous
competitors, a regulator with a vendetta, and reporters pay-
ing disgruntled Pan employees to make derogatory claims.

As if building sites weren’t dangerous enough, revelations
that NSW WorkCover testers were being bribed to hand out
bodgie certificates allowing unqualified people to operate ma-
chinery on building sites emphasise the danger of contracting
out what should be publicly regulated and accountable
services. You see, WorkCover outsourced its certification
system. One of the assessors, when questioned by the crimi-
nal investigation now under way, said he did it because he
was competing against other corrupt assessors to get work.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is Telstra chief execu-
tive Ziggy Switkowski. Ziggy has overseen the contracting
out of telecommunications services, the slashing of tens of
thousands of Telstra jobs, the loss of technological know
how and research and development, and the preparation of
Telstra for full privatisation. For this criminal behaviour he has
been rewarded with a new contract that includes salary, cash
and shares and other endless perks, worth $7 million a year.
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Stop the FTAA - learn from |

Thousands will be marching in the streets of Miami,
Florida, during the week of November 17-21, protesting
the proposed Free Trade Agreement of the Americas
(FTAA). They will pour into Miami from all over the country
and from all over the world. The protestors will be trade
unionists, anti-globalisation activists, environmentalists,
family farmers, religious activists, civil and human rights
activists. Thousands will come to Miami to make their
voices heard at a meeting of trade ministers from around

the Americas.

by Scott Marshall

This, the eighth trade ministe-
rial meeting to discuss the FTAA,
is widely viewed as a critical step
toward its creation.

The FTAA is a North and South
American hemispheric trade agree-
ment that will enhance the influence
of US monopolies and corporate
economic domination on both con-
tinents. The proposed agreement
involves 34 countries. Cuba is the
only country in the hemisphere not
participating. The US aims to have a
treaty in place by January of 2005.

“NAFTA on

steroids”

The proposed FTAA trade
agreement has been described as
“NAFTA on steroids”. NAFTA, the
existing North American Free Trade
Agreement, has so far resulted in
the loss of over one million jobs in
the US, mostly in manufacturing.

In Mexico NAFTA has driven
an additional eight million people
into poverty. An estimated 28,000
small businesses in Mexico have
folded due to unfair competition
from huge transnational corpora-
tions. Since NAFTA, over a million
additional workers in Mexico now
make less than $4.60 a day, the
minimum wage in that country.

FTAA will accelerate and geo-
metrically increase this “race to
the bottom” for all workers in the
hemisphere. FTAA will extend the
reach of NAFTA (read US and other
multinational corporations) to cover
800 million people. This is double
the number covered by NAFTA.
The FTAA’s expansion will mean
about a 400 percent increase in the
number of low-wage workers com-
peting for jobs.

If approved, the FTAA will
become the world’s largest “free
trade” zone. The FTAA would
greatly increase the potential power
and scope of corporations and banks
over local and national economies.

The FTAA would extend pro-
corporate “free trade” rules to cover
many service and financial interests.
These include the insurance indus-
try, health care, energy, education,
transportation, and construction.

Just as NAFTA has been dev-
astating to manufacturing in the
US, FTAA will accelerate this “race
to the bottom™ effect by greatly
increasing the mobility of capital
in the service industries. With new
technologies like the internet and
advanced communications, FTAA
will mean quicker and greater job
loss for US service workers. And,
as has been the case with manufac-
turing under NAFTA, it will mean
even greater poverty and misery for
those in areas where work is shifted
in pursuit of low wages.

Needless to say, FTAA will
not expand labour rights and envi-
ronmental standards. Both labour
and the environmental movement
fought long and hard to build a
vast coalition to defeat NAFTA.
While NAFTA was ratified, it was
by a slim majority. Even so, the
anti-NAFTA coalition had grown
to include most mainstream civil
rights, human rights, women, youth,
religious and even many small busi-
ness groups.

Sham “side
agreements”

This broad people’s coali-
tion forced side agreements to the
NAFTA treaty that were supposed to
deal with labour and environmental
standards. But these side agree-
ments turned out to be a total sham.
In most cases, complaints have
resulted in stonewalling because
there are no mechanisms for forcing
companies to comply with labour or
environmental standards.

For example, Sony workers in
Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, brought
complaints against Sony and the
Mexican Government for conspiring
to deny workers the right to orga-
nise an independent union at the
plant. The company fired workers
trying to organise and worked with
the government to guarantee that the
company union won the election in
violation of Mexican labour law.

They also used police violence
to break up a peaceful picket by the
independent union. Even though
the NAFTA officials who heard the
case agreed that there were seri-
ous labour violations, no workers

In Mexico NAFTA has driven an
additional eight million people into
poverty. An estimated 28,000 small
businesses in Mexico have folded
due to unfair competition from huge
transnational corporations. Since
NAFTA, over a million additional
workers in Mexico nhow make less
than $4.60 a day, the minimum
wage in that country.

were reinstated, no penalties were
assessed, and no independent union
was allowed to be organised.

The FTAA negotiators have
already made it clear that the new
treaty will also have no enforcement
power on labour and environmental
standards.

Disaster for
agriculture,
immigration

NAFTA has been a disaster in
agriculture and FTAA only promises
to make matters worse. NAFTA has
made it easier for large agribusiness
to control prices and markets across
all borders. Both US and Mexican
farmers have seen their incomes
decline.

NAFTA has also aggravated
immigration issues. The continued
impoverishment of Mexican work-
ers and farmers has forced thousands
more to leave home in search of jobs
to support their families. NAFTA
and FTAA are all about freedom of
capital to migrate without any bar-
riers, but labour is not allowed the
same rights. Instead, these treaties
have contributed to new levels of
immigrant-bashing, racist hysteria
and anti-foreign sentiment.

“Free trade” and

sovereignty

Another key issue that has
emerged from bad experience with
NAFTA is violations of local and
national sovereignty and democracy.
The most famous case involves the
Canadian postal system. In 2000,
United Parcel Service (UPS) sued
the Ottawa Government for US$230
million in damages under provisions
of NAFTA.

The suit claimed that Canada
was hurting UPS’s business with
its national postal service monop-

oly, Canada Post. UPS is suing
for damage to future profits claim-
ing that the postal monopoly has
an unfair advantage in its express
package service. The case is still
pending.

Another well-known case
involves a suit against a local
Mexican Government in the state of
San Luis Potosi by Metalclad, a US-
based company. When the Mexican
Government dared to insist on a
regulatory process for Metalclad
to reopen a toxic waste dump, the
company sued, stating that its right
to make a profit had been infringed
upon. Metalclad won in a secret
three-person tribunal, and was paid
US$17 million.

These examples also illustrate
the “free trade” attack on basic
democracy and the destruction
of the people’s right to demand
government protection of their
interests. It has long been the social
compact of this country, and most
others, that the government acts
for the people to protect citizens
against unbridled corporate monop-
olies and power.

This democratic and protec-
tive role of government is deeply
embedded in the US Constitution.
Yet NAFTA provides companies the
mechanism to challenge and even
overthrow this government func-
tion. FTAA would even go further
by expanding the use of secret tribu-
nals and mechanisms now in place
under NAFTA.

Another anti-democratic feature
of the FTAA is the secrecy surround-
ing the negotiations. The original
talks between trade ministers were
begun in deep concealment in 1994.

As word leaked out, public
demands  for  transparency,
especially from labour and the anti-
globalisation movement, forced
them somewhat into the daylight.
Nevertheless, the actual language
of the agreement was long shrouded
in secrecy and only belatedly pub-
lished due to intense protest.

While there are no labour,
environmental or civil society
representatives at the negotiating
table, 500 corporate representatives
have the necessary secret clear-
ances to read all documents and to
participate in deliberations of FTAA
drafting and working committees.

Growing
movement

American labour has been in on
the ground floor of raising the alarm
on FTAA. The AFL-CIO, work-
ing with ORIT, a regional labour
organisation that includes most of
the major labour federations in the
hemisphere, held the first labour
forum and demonstration against
FTAA at the Denver, Colorado,
trade ministers meeting in 1995.
American labour and the AFL-CIO
have increased their participation in
FTAA protests exponentially ever
since.

The  Seattle demonstra-
tions against the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) in 1999
marked a new stage in opposition to
corporate controlled “free trade” in
the United States. The labour move-
ment was the critical force around
which such a broad coalition of
forces gelled in Seattle.

Many observers remarked on the
“Teamsters and Turtles” phenom-
enon representing the impressive
new unity of labour and the envi-
ronmental movements in opposing
corporate controlled globalisation.
But the coalition was much bigger
and broader, including farmers,
women, civil rights and all manner
of nationally and racially oppressed
people’s organisations, youth, and
religious activists.

The Miami protests are shap-
ing up to be even bigger than
Seattle, not only in size, but also in
their breadth and potential impact.
Already the AFL-CIO, and the
industrial unions in particular, are
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working hard to mobilise for Miami.
The AFL-CIO has initiated an “I
vote no on the FTAA” campaign
in the US: www.unionvoice.org/
campaign/ftaaballot.

The initiative comes out of the
Hemispheric Social Alliance, a
coalition of unions and community
allies from all of the Americas. Plans
are to deliver millions of ballots and
postcards opposing the FTAA from
all around the hemisphere.

The newly formed Industrial
Union Council of the AFL-CIO has
an ambitious plan of mobilisation
for Miami. It includes targeting
key cities in “battleground” states
and designating key unions that are
strong in each area to head up the
efforts.

Both the Steelworkers and
the Teamsters, big participants
in Seattle, are hitting the ground
running. The Steelworkers have
scheduled their executive board
meeting and are also calling a con-
ference of their Rapid Response
activists at the same time in Miami,
just prior to the demonstrations.

The 2004 US presidential
elections will figure large in delib-
erations about the FTAA. George
Bush accelerated the FTAA talks
after taking office and many con-
sider him vulnerable because of the
bad economy and the worsening
trade imbalances.

Already an exciting mixture of
marches, demonstrations and edu-
cational activities are being planned
for the entire week of November 17-
21 in Miami. The week will feature
a “People’s Gala,” an evening of
speakers, entertainment and cultural
presentations. Local coalitions are
forming all over the place to mobil-
ise for Miami.

Scott Marshall is a vice-chairman
of the Communist Party USA and
serves as chairman of the Party’s
National Labour Commission.
People’s Weekly World,

paper Communist Party, USA
(Abridged) &
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South Africa: Workers on the
receiving end of WTO policies

Let me start off my input
by telling you the stories of
workers from the clothing
and textile sectors who
had been retrenched as a
result of trade - including
increased imports and grey
goods.

by Joyce Pekane

Karen, age 51, lives together
with her husband and three sons in
Elsie’s River. For the last month, a
friend of her son has been staying at
the house as well.

Karen has a standard 7 educa-
tion, and has worked most of her
life. She was always proud of her
ability to hold a job.

Today, the family must survive
on the income of her husband and
her eldest son — a total of R670 per
week.

When Karen still worked as a
machinist, her wages added R436
per week to that total.

Karen found the transition
to joblessness quite difficult. “It
was very hard. I have to depend
on my husband’s money now. I
was independent all the years. My
life changed dramatically. I went
through depression.”

She is still depressed today, and
believes her husband is depressed as
well. “Sometimes we argue a lot.”

Karen finds it troublesome to
accurately describe her distress:
“When you haven’t gone through
it, you can’t understand.” Trying
to clarify, she adds, “I was a very
happy person. I would communicate
with other people. I’'m not the same
person anymore. It really affects
me.”

With his income, Karen’s hus-
band pays rates, electricity, and
other necessities. He does not share
what is left over with the family.

Karen’s eldest son gives most
of his wages to her, approximately
R200 each week. Karen spends all
of it on food, adding “there’s no
money for me.”

Previously, the family had spent
R380 per week on food. There have
been times in the past year when the
family went hungry because of a
lack of money for food. Karen must
carefully budget her R200 to make
sure there is at least bread and tea in
the days before the next paycheque.

The story of Julius shows how
his family has begun to break up
as a result of his retrenchment.
He told researchers that when he
was retrenched from a textile firm
in Hammersdale, and I quote: “I
stopped being a real father to my
children. I mean, being unable to put
food on the table is the worst thing.
I go out every day, but at the end
of the day I come back with empty
hands... Now my children live with
relatives because I am unable to
keep them.”

These stories illustrate the
impact of trade agreements. That
impact is not just seen in cold fig-
ures on trade, investment flows or
unemployment. It is seen in the lives
of the working people we organise,
in the rural areas that lose because
our dairy industry is dying, in the
streets of Salt River where clothing
workers face unemployment.

In short, it is because of our
experiences that we have to treat
any trade deals with extreme cau-

“We have to treat any trade deals with extreme caution”

tion. We simply cannot afford to
give another push to the job-loss
bloodbath we have experienced in
the past ten years since we began
cutting tariffs under the GATT and
then the WTO.

These experiences have made
us question the notion that free trade
will lead inexorably to export led-
growth and in turn to job creation.
Our figures show that while exports
have increased, there has been an
equally dramatic rise in imports,
which has been associated with job
loss.

For example, in 1999 to 2002,
exports rose by almost two per cent,
imports rose by over three per cent
— and employment dropped by over
one per cent. Unemployment in
South Africa is now well over 30
per cent, far higher than in any other
middle-income country.

The President has said that all
our policies must aim at job reten-
tion and creation. That was also
the thrust of the recent Growth and
Development Summit. In line with
that, all positions taken at the WTO
must ensure that jobs are preserved
and that job creation is possible.

Prioritising jobs means we as
South Africans must reflect on the
way that we engage in the WTO as
well as some of the positions we
need to take regarding substantive
issues.

The WTO faces an intense
questioning of its legitimacy — many
question its lack of democracy, the
bullyboy tactics used in the nego-
tiations, and the failure of the
developed countries to meet exist-
ing commitments.

Why, after so many months
has the consensus on TRIPS
(WTO agreement on Trade Related
Intellectual  Property Rights
— patents, etc) and Public Health not
been implemented? Why have the
deadlines on agriculture not been
met?

These failures pose a problem
for South Africa — where we had
hoped to see progress we have not.
Where we had thought we had made
gains, we had not. How then should
we engage at the present juncture,
especially when the EU and USA
are pushing for the acceptance

of negotiations on the Singapore
issues?

If we are to live up to our tra-
ditions, we need to ensure that the
WTO begins to operate in a more
democratic fashion. This means
that we expect our government to
pursue transparent and democratic
functioning in the WTO, even in the
face of resistance.

COSATU thinks that the fol-
lowing principles should guide
negotiations at the WTO.

First, in light of the negative
impact of past trade practices on
employment and production, we
will not accept any new agreement
that reduces tariffs, or any nego-
tiations on the “new” issues at the
WTO.

We as South Africa have made
huge tariff cuts and other conces-
sions — it is time for our trading
partners in the North to come to the
table.

Second, by extension, we feel
that the industrialised countries
should improve the access of devel-
oping countries, including South
Africa, without requiring further
concessions on our part.

The North must end measures to
support agricultural subsidies where
they effectively prevent exports
from or undermine production in
the South. We cannot afford to lose
another industry like dairy to subsi-
dised imports.

Third, TRIPS must ensure that
African countries have access to
affordable medication as and when
needed. That means that develop-
ing countries must be allowed to
produce, import and export generic
medication when and as they see fit.

Certainly we cannot continue to
watch AIDS kill our young people
when medicines exist to save their
lives.

In this context, we welcome our
government’s commitment to rolling
out anti-retrovirals in the coming
months. But we also cannot let gov-
ernments from the North condemn
our people to die from other causes,
just because they want to increase
the profits of their companies.

Fourth, Basic services — that is,
services that the state must supply
to bring about development — must

be ring-fenced from GATS (WTO’s
General Agreement on Trade in
Services). That includes at least
health, education, electricity, water
and welfare services. In developing
countries like South Africa, where
mass poverty is the rule, the concept
of basic services necessarily extends
beyond the norm in wealthier
economies.

Fifth, South Africa must
urgently begin to take advantage of
safeguard tariffs, as provided under
WTO agreements.

Sixth, we should explore ways
to increase flexibility for developing
countries in reversing commitments
that turn out to be mistakes, under
the agreement to ensure special and
differentiated treatment.

Finally, we as South Africa are
a symbol of democracy throughout
the world. We must maintain that
reputation by supporting the fight
for more transparency and demo-
cratic decision-making at the WTO.

It is a betrayal of our basic
principles as a country to leave such
critical policies to backroom deals.
That approach only strengthens the
power of conservative elements in
the North.

In this vein, we also think it
is important to reflect on how this
type of consultation feeds into our
positions at the WTO as a country.
We have agreed that government’s
positions will be taken back to
NEDLAC for further engagement
following this meeting. (NEDLAC
is the National Economic
Development and Labour Council
— a forum for discussions between
organised labour, government, busi-
ness and community.)

We are sure that our inputs
will be taken into account system-
atically. We therefore hope that
the Department will, at the end of
the meeting, give some feedback
on which of our points will be
included. Where government feels it
cannot take our ideas on board, we
expect to be given the reasons.
Speech by COSATU Deputy
President, Joyce Pekane, at
the National Consultative
Conference on the World Trade
Organisation, 19-20 August
2003, South Africa. &
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Six-way Korean talks to continue

The six-party talks on the so-called Korean nuclear issue adjourned
after three days. China, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK), South Korea, Russia, the US and Japan took part. It is
expected that the talks will resume in October although a final

communiqué was not issued.

A statement issued by China’s
news agency Xinhua before the
talks started said that, “In times of
peace and development, the very
existence of the nuclear issue and
possible conflicts it may spark are
neither in the fundamental interests
of the parties concerned, nor benefi-
cial to regional peace, stability and
cooperation.

“The Korean Peninsula should
be nuclear-free, but enough impor-
tance should also be attached to
the DPRK’s concerns over its own
security. Linking peace and stabil-
ity on the Korean Peninsula to
Pyongyang’s security concerns ...
should be the basic idea guiding the
six parties to the talks in tackling the
issue”, Xinhua said.

“Against the backdrop of a vola-
tile world, the nuclear issue on the
Korean Peninsula reflects the colli-
sion of strategic interests among the
sides involved.”

According to the Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA)
the Government of the DPRK

put forward a package of pro-
posals at the six-way talks. The
package included the signing by
the US of a non-aggression treaty
with the DPRK, the establishment
of diplomatic relations with the
DPRK, the guarantee of DPRK-
Japan and inter-Korean economic
co-operation, and the completion of
light-water reactors which had been
agreed by the US and Japan as far
back as 1994.

In return, the DPRK will not
manufacture nuclear weapons. It
will allow inspection of its nuclear
facilities, realise the ultimate dis-
mantling of its nuclear facilities and
stop the export and experiment of
missiles.

The representative of the
Russian Federation at the talks,
Alexander Losiukov said that
the DPRK is interested in the
de-nuclearisation of the Korean
Peninsula and does not intend to
own nuclear weapons.

He pointed out that building
nuclear facilities is not equivalent to

Corporate hand in
energy debacle

Following the power failures that blacked out the north-eastern
parts of the United States and Canada the Bush administration
rushed to defend itself from accusations that its ties to the corporate
energy industry were the cause of the debacle.

It has now been revealed that
the Government’s energy policy was
formulated by petroleum, coal, gas
and electricity industry representa-
tives and lobbyists. An energy task
force, headed by Vice-President
Dick Cheney, excluded energy aca-
demic experts, public policy groups
and environmentalist from the
policy process.

The policy group was formed
just ten days after Bush came
to office. The group’s meetings
were held in private and included
Kenneth Lay, the then chairman of
the now collapsed energy company
Enron.

The Government has been
accused of stalling on legislation to
force power companies to take mea-
sures guaranteeing grid reliability.
Bush’s Energy Secretary, Spencer
Abraham, went on national televi-
sion to insist that the administration
was doing everything it could to
update the grid that, by his own
admission, was already obsolete

at a time of tremendous growth in
demand.

Yet just two years ago Bush
and his pro-corporate energy allies
in Congress blocked a proposal to
invest US$350 million to upgrade
the grid.

In California, affected by roll-
ing blackouts a couple of years
ago, public utility regulators went
so far as to accuse private sector
companies of artificially engineer-
ing a crisis for financial gain. That
charge was directed at the White
House because many of the compa-
nies involved had close ties with the
Bush administration, and because
federal regulators did little to relieve
the pressure on Californian consum-
ers.

The scandal-ridden Enron cor-
poration, whose former chairman is
a close friend of George W Bush,
was a key player in that debacle
both as an energy supplier and one
of the architects of California’s ill-
conceived energy deregulation. &

Public meeting
Venezuela

Alvaro Guzman: National Director of the
Federation of Bolivarian Students
— hear how real social change
is being made by working people

PERTH
Friday 5th September 7pm
Inglewood Community Centre 891 Beaufort St, Inglewood
(cnr 10th Avenue and Beaufort St)
Entry: $8/6 All proceeds to cover tour costs
For more information ring (08) 9218 9608

SYDNEY
Friday 19th September 6.30pm
Trades Hall Auditorium 4 Goulburn St, City
Entry: donation $8/$5
For more info Ph 02 9687 5134 or 0428 190276

owning nuclear weapons but that the
DPRK might master the technology
after conducting some research.

South Korea’s National Security
Adviser Ra Jong-il said he was
“optimistic” about the future of the
dialogue.

He said the DPRK announce-
ment that it has no intention of
developing nuclear weapons and
wants de-nuclearisation of the
Korean peninsula during the Beijing
talks was “remarkable progress”.

“The talks produced a
framework for complete and
peaceful resolution of the DPRK
nuclear issue”, said the South
Korean National Security Adviser,
adding that the talks were signifi-
cant in that all the countries agreed
on a nuclear free peninsula.

He was hopeful for more prog-
ress in the next round of talks, which
is expected to be held as early as
October, saying there is no need to
be disappointed as differences could
be worked out in the days ahead.

South Korean political parties
also positively assessed the outcome
of the talks while expressing regret
at the absence of a joint statement.

“The countries clearly expressed
their positions and listened carefully
to each other’s speeches, laying
the ground for a peaceful solution
of the nuclear issue”, said Moon
Seok-ho, spokesman for the ruling
Millennium Democratic Party.

However, the Australian media
continues to beat the war drum and

“Against the back drop of a volatile world” — the six-nation

meeting in Beijing

is desperately playing a “China

card” in an attempt to create a divi-

sion between the DPRK and China.
The Weekend Sydney Morning

Herald headlined its article on the

Beijing talks: “China responds icily

to N Korea nuclear threat”. The
article failed to present the pack-
age proposed by the DPRK or the
positive response to the talks by the
South Korean representative and
South Korean political parties. &

US works on new WMD

Arms expert Dr Andre Gsponer, director of the Independent Scientific
Research Institute in Geneva, has warned that US scientists are
working on a gamma ray weapon that could trigger a new arms race.
The new type of bomb would blur the line between conventional

and nuclear explosions.

It produces an enormous burst
of energy from atoms without
involving nuclear fission or fusion.
Just one gram of the explosive
could store more energy than 50
kilograms of TNT. When detonated
it would release high-energy gamma
rays capable of killing anything in
the immediate vicinity.

A gamma bomb would produce
little fallout compared with regular
nuclear weapons, although undeto-
nated radioactive particles would
cause long-term health problems for
anyone breathing them in.

Dr Gsponer warned that coun-

tries without such weapons would
not be able to fight those that did
possess them. The result could be a
dangerous arms race, or even a deci-
sion to resort to nuclear weapons.

“Many countries which do not
have access to these weapons will
produce nuclear weapons as a deter-
rent”, he said. Reports that the US
is carrying out research into gamma
ray weapons were published in the
New Scientist magazine.

The technology has already
been included in the Pentagon’s
“military critical technologies list”
which says: “Such extraordinary

energy density has the potential to
revolutionise all aspects of war-
fare”.

New Scientist commented:
“Miniature missiles could be made
with warheads that are far more
powerful than existing conven-
tional weapons, giving massively
enhanced firepower to the armed
forces using them”.

The US military notes that
there are serious technical dif-
ficulties to be overcome and that
application of the technology
“may be decades away”. But the
“critical technologies list” adds:
“We should remember that less
than six years intervened between
the first scientific publication
characterising the phenomenon
of fission and the first use of a
nuclear weapon in 19457, &

Blair government rocked by WMD lies

As document after document is piled onto the table of the British
inquiry into the saga of Iraq’s non-existent weapons of mass
destruction, the ratings of leading British Government figures
are sliding dramatically. Heads are likely to roll.

The chief of the inquiry,
Lord Hutton, is demanding that
all relevant documents be tabled
including Cabinet papers that would
normally be kept secret for 30 years.

These documents have already
shown that Alastair Campbell,
the Government’s principle spin
doctor gave orders to Tony Blair
on how questions on Iraq should be
answered.

For example, it was Alastair
Campbell who coined the words
subsequently used by Tony Blair
that, “The joy on the faces of the
children I met tells me we did the
right thing”, and that “The work
going on to build basic services
denied to Iraqis under Saddam tell
me we did the right thing”.

And getting to the heart of the
matter, the documents show that
Alastair Campbell made many
suggestions to alter the dossier used
to justify the claim that Iraq had
weapons of mass destruction.

People deceived

An ICM poll revealed that 67
percent of those polled believe that
the Government deceived them on
the question of weapons of mass
destruction. Only 20 percent said
“No” to that question.

Asked whether they thought the
government embellished the dossier,
61 percent said “Yes”.

Fifty-two percent called for the

resignation of Britain’s Minister

of Defence, Geoff Hoon and 50
percent wanted Alastair Campbell’s
head on the block too. Thirty-three
percent called for Tony Blair’s
resignation.

However, 54 percent still
thought that Britain and the US
were right to go to war with Iraq to
remove Saddam Hussein. Forty-one
percent were against.

The inquiry which was sparked
by the death of Dr Kelly, a scientist
who had been a weapons inspector
in Iraq, is continuing and more
sensational revelations can be
expected.

A parliamentary inquiry is
proceeding in Australia but much of
the necessary information is to be
kept secret and consequently it is
much more likely to be a whitewash
of the Howard Government’s lies
than is the case with the British
inquiry.
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Hunger Strike for justice and truth

Santiago, Chile, August 18, at 10.30am, in the headquarters of
Izquierda Cristiana (Christian Left) an indefinite hunger strike
began, organised by young sons and daughters of Detained,
Disappeared and Executed for Political reasons. Inspired by the
memory of Luciano Carrasco, son of the murdered journalist José
Carrasco, who took his own life in November of last year, Fahra
Neghme, Pablo Villagra and Alberto Rodriguez have began this
hunger strike as a means of protest and to put across an alternative
to the policies of impunity(exemption from punishment) sponsored
by the government of Ricardo Lagos.

The following statement was
issued that morning:

Some 30 years after the Military
Coup, the Right, the governing
coalition and the high command of
the Armed Forces have achieved
a historic political agreement that
aims to enshrine impunity in Chile.

None of the points included
in the proposal presented by the
Government, and which is today
applauded by the murderers, are
steps that could allow an advance
down the path of justice in our
country.

They offer alternatives that
allow those who participated in
these crimes to obtain full impunity
in exchange for information and
the reduction of sentences of those
already tried for their participation
in those crimes.

That this once more mocks the
Judges who today honourably carry
out their functions, the relatives of
the victims, and society as a whole.

In Chile, the great majority of
those responsible for the assassina-
tions, torture and disappearances
carried out during the Dictatorship
walk the streets free or are held in
luxurious facilities provided by the
army.

We value the actions taken
by some Ministers of the Court
and Judges in human rights cases.
Nevertheless, we consider it insuffi-

cient, because for justice to act there
needs to be more Judges assigned to
these cases and increased numbers
among the investigating body.

We feel that the country, as well
as repudiating the bloody events
suffered by many Chileans, must
penalise, both socially and with the
law, all those directly responsible
for these crimes, their accomplices,
and those who concealed them.

It is the only way that our chil-
dren and future generations can
live safe in the knowledge that the
wrongs we have unjustly endured
will never again be committed by
either political or military authori-
ties.

Tired of lies, promises and
false expectations, and conscious
that there is no possible compensa-
tion because nothing nor anybody
can ever give us back our family

members and the compatriots
lost, we declare ourselves in an
indefinite hunger strike so that the
country and the world know that,
in Chile, political authorities refuse
to acknowledge these offences
as crimes against humanity and
in doing so violate all interna-
tional treaties in existence since the
Second World War.

We call on all people and social
organisations who believe in the
right to live in a just and democratic
country to show their solidarity in
support of justice.

We, the relatives of the victims,
are prepared to continue to struggle
and will not abandon this hunger
strike until we see Chile advance
towards justice. This great task is
for all of us, for today, more than
ever, silence is on the side of impu-
nity.
BECAUSE WE’RE ALIVE,
WE WON’T FORGET NOR
FORGIVE

Alexandra Benado, Ivan
Carrasco, Natalia Chanfreau, Yuri
Gaona, Fahra Nehgme, Juan José
Parada, Michelle Retamal, Alberto
Rodriguez, Daniela Taberna,
Carolina Valdes, Barbara Vergara,
Pablo Villagra, Eduardo Ziede,
Liliana Salazar. &

Support the hunger strike
Sending letters and statements of solidarity to:
huelgalucianocarrasco@correo.nodo50.org
redchilena@bigpond.com
If you want to participate in the campaign contact
the Chilean Popular and Indigenous Network
Ph: 0401 558373, 0407 331436, 03 9481 2273
chilenetwork@optusnet.com.au and
redchilena@bigpond.com

US and Britain lonely in Iraq

Immediately following the bombing of the United Nations
headquarters building in Baghdad, US Secretary of State Colin
Powell announced that the US would seek a new resolution from
the UN Security Council. The aim was to clear the way for other
nations to send troops to help out the hard-pressed US and
British military forces occupying Iragq.

Powell had hoped that outrage
over the bombing of the UN head-
quarters would help him stampede
otherwise reluctant governments to
fall in behind US wishes.

For some time the US has been
scouring the world attempting to
enlist other governments to send
troops. But few countries have
responded and those that have are
sending only very small contin-
gents. India is one of the countries
whose right-wing government is

sympathetic but needs a UN reso-
lution to help it get over the strong
opposition within India against its
involvement.

It now appears that the US is
not likely to go ahead with Colin
Powell’s hoped for resolution.
Countries that opposed the war
against Iraq are not likely to rush to
the aid of the US which went ahead
with the war without UN Security
Council endorsement.

At the same time as pressing

other countries to send troops and
throw in money to help the US pay
for the war, the US has made it clear
that it will not give up its complete
control over Iraqi affairs.

Even the usually compliant UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan was
not helpful, saying that approval for
such a UN force “would imply not
just burden-sharing but also shar-
ing decision and responsibility with
the others. If that doesn’t happen, |
think it’s going to be very difficult
to get a second resolution that will
satisfy everybody”.

France’s deputy UN ambassador
Michel Duclos said that “Sharing
the burden and the responsibilities
in a world of equal and sovereign
nations means also sharing informa-
tion and authority”. &

Vietnam'’s economy surges

Socialist Vietnam’s economy continued to surge ahead with a
6.9 percent GDP growth rate in the first six months of this year.
Industrial production was up by 15.7 percent and state budget
revenues increased by 9.5 percent. Agricultural production, whose
growth is traditionally slower, increased by 3.5 percent despite
adverse weather conditions. Exports were up by 32.6 percent.

A resolution adopted by
the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Vietnam,
which leads the Vietnamese
Government, said that the coun-
try’s independence, sovereignty,
unity and territorial integrity has
been preserved. The Party’s lead-
ership and the socialist system
have boosted economic devel-

opment and ensured political
stability and social order in the
country.

“We consider the mainte-
nance of a peaceful and stable
environment necessary for the
socio-economic development and
socialist-oriented industrialisation
and modernisation. [This] is in the
highest interests of the country.

“Vietnam is prepared to be a
friend and a reliable partner of
all countries in the international
community, striving for peace,
independence and development”,
said the Party statement.

The Party has decided that
“Immediate attention should be
paid to raising the salaries of low
and middle-income earners and
better implementing the principle
of distribution according to labour
and to the outcome of production
to ensure that salaries become
the principal source of incomes
of officials, public servants and
wage-earners”. &

President Allende, assasinated in the coup

_@ Global briefs

COLOMBIA: The struggle against the US-backed government
of Alvaro Uribe has been stepped up with an alliance between
the country’s two main national liberation organisations, the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the Na-
tional Liberation Army (FNL). Both organisations stated that they
would not participate in a dialogue with the government while it
continues its “fascist and militarist policy” of increasing the size
of the armed forces and organising right-wing death squads.

AUSTRIA: Last week a little piece of the background of
the actor running for Governor of California surfaced. The
Austrian State Archives show that one Gustav Schwar-
zenegger joined the Nazi storm trooper brown shirts
in 1939 after becoming a Nazi party member. His son,
Arnold, a reactionary who backs the current Bush Gov-
ernment and the administration of Ronald Reagan
before that, says he is “dismayed” at his father’s Nazi past.

BRITAIN: An ICM poll has found that more than two thirds
of British voters believe they have been deceived by the
Blair Government over the threat posed by Saddam Hus-
sein’s weapons of mass destruction. The poll came as the
inquiry into the death of arms expert David Kelly released
documents that show Blair was directly involved in having
Kelly publicly named as the source of the BBC story. The
story showed how the Government had falsified information
about Iraq’s weapons in order to create a pretext for war.

GUANTANAMO: The US military has announced it is to
build a fifth camp and expand interrogation facilities at Guan-
tanamo Bay in preparation for more prisoners. The new
camp will hold 100 prisoners and bring the prison popula-
tion, being held without trial, to 1100. “We will be here as
long as the war on terrorism continues”, said US Colonel
Pamela Hart. Military tribunals are to conduct “trials” of
Guantanamo prisoners in secret and without independent
legal representation. With the power to impose the death
sentence, human rights groups have warned of the pos-
sibility of the prison facility being turned into a death camp.

USA: The Bush administration has floated the pos-
sibility of having US and NATO forces go into
Palestine to “create stability”. The Republican chair of the
administration’s Foreign Relations Committee, Dick Lugar,
told CNN: “If we're serious about having a situation of stabil-
ity, a very direct action is going to be required.” The proposal
was supported by the Democrats, with Democratic Senator
Dianne Feinstein, saying, “You have to have some military
entity that is going to be able to control the terror”, which can
only be a reference to the Palestinians who have been labelled
by the both the Sharon and Bush Governments as “terrorists”.

VENEZUELA: President Hugo Chavez has told the
Latin American Integration Association that a pro-
posed trade bloc being pushed by the US would worsen
Latin America’s problems. He called instead for the integra-
tion of Latin America “without neoliberalism and globalisation”.
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Letter to Alexander
Downer re West
Papua

Dear Mr Downer,

I am writing to you concerning
the deteriorating situation in West
Papua. Since the establishment
of the new province, Central
Irian Jaya, there have been
major clashes between pro
and anti supporters of the new
province which has resulted in
the deaths of three people and
up to 50 injured.

This move to split West Papua
into three smaller provinces is
opposed by all elements of civil

society in West Papua including
religious leaders.

This presidential instruc-
tion dividing the province is seen
by West Papuans to be not only
illegal, but also seen as a case of
“divide and rule”, that is, to weaken
the Papuan movement for self-
determination.

The division of the province
can only lead to further conflict
in the province and we call on the
Australian Government to use its
good offices to urge the Indonesian
Government to revoke the presiden-
tial instruction.

It also appears that President
Megawati is now relying on mili-
tary solutions to solve problems
throughout the archipelago. The

Toxteth Talks

Will Medicare Survive?
Your Health at Risk

Dr Con Costa, National Vice-President
Doctors Reform Society

Sunday, 7th September 2-4 pm
Upstairs at the Toxteth Hotel
345 Glebe Point Road, Glebe.

Entry by donation
Organised by the Port Jackson Branch,
Communist Party of Australia.

For more info. ring 0418 290 663

ongoing military operations in
Aceh and West Papua have resulted
in great loss of life, villages and
livestock destroyed and as his-
tory proves, will only increase
resistance to Jakarta.

We urge the Australian
Government to press the Indonesian
Government to end all military
operations in West Papua and
to encourage the Indonesian
Government to renew efforts to
resolve the conflict in West Papua
by peaceful means and to support
the civil society organisations in
West Papua who are trying to create
a zone of peace.

We are also concerned that the
Australian Government has decided
to renew aid and military training to
the Indonesian military and in par-
ticular the special forces Kopassus.

Kopassus has a record of
involvement in human rights
abuses not only in the past in East
Timor but at present in West Papua.
Kopassus and the Indonesian mili-
tary co-ordinated the East Timorese
anti-independence militias which
caused so much havoc and loss of
life in East Timor.

In West Papua, where there
are ongoing human rights abuses,
several Kopassus officers were
put on trial and found guilty of the
assassination of the West Papuan
independence leader Theys Eluay.

There are also questions about
military involvement in the killings
of two American and one Indonesian
teacher at the giant Freeport copper
and gold mine in West Papua in
August last year, which the FBI
is investigating. The US House of
Representatives has moved to block

Jakarta from receiving military aid
because of this ambush.

And reports have stated that
it is in the interest of the military
to prolong and escalate conflict in
troubled regions as a way of proving
that they are necessary but also to
ensure they can continue their busi-
ness activities.

We ask the Australian
Government to rethink its policy of
renewing ties with the Indonesian
military as any aid or training will
only be used to oppress the people
of West Papua and Aceh.

As our former Foreign Minister
Gareth Evans said after events in
East Timor, “I am one of those who
has to acknowledge, as Australia’s
foreign minister at the time, that
many of our earlier training efforts
helped only to produce more profes-
sional human rights abusers.”

Yours sincerely

Joe Collins

Secretary

Australia West Papua
Association, Sydney

Where are the jobs?

Where are the jobs from the
Government’s new innovation
for finding work?

At the Underemployed People’s
Union WA Inc meeting last
Saturday it was noted that the
only form of jobs showing an
increase was in prostitution.
There were 365 job adverts for
prostitution in Monday’s West
Australian. A member said there
were no jobs in WA Network one

day and another day only one
job far away out of the city. To
keep her sanity she works one
day a week in the United Nations
office in Perth.

It is time jobs like this were
paid work. So many volunteers
uphold important organisations
that work for Human Rights. These
organisations are recognised world
wide as non-government organisa-
tions working for the betterment
of humanity. Yet the Howard
Government has cut off funding to
many of these organisations.

If the value of unpaid work
was factored into the economy a
different picture would emerge.
No government is game to address
the unpaid millions of workers that
keep this country financially viable.
Instead, underemployed people are
made victims of a welfare system
that offers no job prospects or
self-esteem in work-for-the-dole
schemes.

The policy of penalising those
who refuse jobs such as to stuff
letters in envelopes or clean out the
gutters of buildings degrades mature
skilled people genuinely seeking
work, members of the UPUWA said.

If an unemployed person refuses
such a job they are breached and
have to fight for their benefits to be
returned.

The message from the meeting
to Amanda Vanstone was, “Join the
real world and see what your poli-
cies are doing to the health of this
nation”.

Mary Jenkins
Underemployed People’s
Union WA

Culture
& Life

Divide and rule at

work

In July, a worker in an aircraft
parts factory in Mississippi shot
dead six of his fellow workers
and then killed himself. He was
white; five of his victims were
black.

by Rob Gowland

The shootings took place in a
Lockheed Martin plant that makes
stabilisers for fighter planes.
Without knowing the proportion of
white to black workers in the plant
it is impossible to say whether the
victims were racially or randomly
selected.

The county sheriff’s office said
that there was no indication the kill-
ings were “racially motivated”. But
Mississippi has always been a racist
state. The Klan operates openly
there.

It suits the bosses to pit white
workers against black. It keeps
workers from uniting against the
boss, makes union organising more
difficult, and keeps wages low.

Average wages in Mississippi
are about 40 percent lower than
in New York. Not surprisingly,
Mississippi is a ‘“no minimum
wage” state.

Lockheed Martin, a company
grown fat on supplying the wants of
the US military, could well afford to
pay its workers top wages. Instead,
it chooses to locate its plants in low
wage states to maximise its profits.

Workers like Doug Williams,
working in a highly profitable
industry but being paid paltry wages

are going to get angry. They can
see that they are being blatantly

exploited.
They could turn that anger
towards organising through

their union (in Williams’ case,
the Machinists’ union). But in
Mississippi the bosses use the pre-
vailing culture of subtle and not
so subtle racism to channel the
anger of white workers like Doug
Williams against their fellow black
workers.

Using arguments popularised in
this country by electoral fraudster
Pauline Hanson, they insinuate
that black workers get privileges in
employment, housing, social securi-
ty, that are denied white Americans.
Anti-discrimination laws are
denounced as “unfairly advantag-
ing” black people.

It’s a winning tactic for the boss
class: in Mississippi, less than six
percent of the industrial work force
is unionised.

Doug Williams worked at
Lockheed Martin for 19 years.
According to Associated Press, he
was angry that he had been passed
over for promotion. Not surpris-
ingly, he believed “Black people
had a leg up in society”.

So he seethed inside with frus-
tration and disgruntlement, and
tried to assuage his feelings of inad-
equacy and failure by espousing the
macho patriotism of a racist, white
“Amerika” and embracing the gun
culture that goes with it.

If guns were as controlled in the
US as they are here (and they are
too readily available here, let’s face
it), then when his anger and frustra-
tion finally exploded he would have
had to run amok with a baseball bat
or some other relatively non-lethal
weapon.

Instead, the press reported that
he went to work on the day of the
killings with his 12-gauge shotgun,
his 22 magnum Derringer, his mini-
14 .223 semi-automatic rifle, his
.45 Ruger pistol, and his .22 rifle
with a scope. He also took a lot of
ammunition.

The death toll could have been
enormous. As it was, with seven
dead, it was the worst workplace
shooting in the US so far this
year.

Of course, workers in the US
are not just angry and frustrated.
They are also fearful. At any
moment they could be arbitrarily
laid off or put on short time; their

plant might simply close and move
to a low-wage country like Mexico
or Haiti or Indonesia.

They fear illness or accident
because the cost of health care can
be crippling. They are taught to fear
foreigners (“terrorists”), people of
colour, immigrants, people with a
different religion, people who dress
“differently”.

They are justified in fearing for
the future of their family. The pen-
sion funds, into which a portion of
their wages has been paid by their
employer in order to fund their
retirement, are increasingly proving
to be empty.

Enterprising bosses have “bor-
rowed” the pension fund money
to speculate on the stock market
or the futures market or the money
market. If they make a profit, they
repay the “borrowed” money and
pocket the surplus (they certainly
don’t add it to their employees’
pension fund!).

If they lose, well that’s too
bad for the employees, isn’t it?
And, frequently, they just take the
pension fund money and use it to
finance company expansion, take-
overs or modernisation.

Supposedly, this will make

the company more competitive,
its market share will grow and
employer and employees will all
prosper. Funny how it never actu-
ally works out like that, isn’t it?

In reality, the company spends
its employees’ pension funds and
then looks for excuses why it should
not have to give any of it back.

To the boss class, pension funds
consist of money “stolen” from the
employers. It “rightfully” belongs
to the company, not to the lowly
workers, who’ll only waste it on
liquor and gambling and sending
their kids to college.

The US Government body
that insures pension funds against
being nicked or otherwise lost by
employers is the Pension Benefit
Guaranty Corporation (PBGC).
The PBGC estimated in 1999 that
pension funds were already short
of the money they were supposed to
have in them to the tune of US$23
billion.

By last year, that shortfall had
grown to US$300 billion! That’s
an awful lot of money that’s been
looted from US workers’ pockets
(and from their kids’ mouths).

No wonder the future looks
bleak. &
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e WORTH WATCHING

Rob Gowland

previews

ABC & SBS
public television
programs

Sun September 7 ~
~ Sat September 13

The Trial Of Henry Kissinger
(SBS 8.30pm Sunday) was
inspired by the book by journalist
Christopher Hitchens, which
called for Henry Kissinger to
be tried as a war criminal.

Hitchens argues that “The hunt
for those who will use force against
civilians or against democracy for
short-term or fanatical gains of
their own is now a hunt in which
the whole world takes part and there
can’t be any exceptions.”

Kissinger served as National
Security Advisor and Secretary of
State under Presidents Nixon and
Ford (°69 to’77) and ludicrously
won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1973.

The accusations against
Kissinger made in the program
include:

Vietnam — that Kissinger sup-
plied information to campaigning
presidential hopeful Richard Nixon
in 1968 that prevented the success-
ful conclusion of peace talks.

Cambodia — that Kissinger
oversaw the secret bombing of
Cambodia without seeking the
consent of Congress as required by
the US Constitution. To cover it up
Kissinger approved a plan in which
raids on South Vietnam were redi-
rected to Cambodia during flight.
This meant the attacks were report-
ed as taking place on Vietnam.

Under Kissinger’s supervision,
the US flew 3600 secret missions
over Cambodia in 14 months drop-
ping 110,000 tonnes of bombs.

East Timor — that Kissinger
and President Ford gave Indonesia
a green light to invade East Timor
at a meeting the two men had with
President Suharto on December 5,

1975. One day later preparations for
the invasion began.

Chile — that under a CIA
plan overseen by Kissinger the
Head of the Chilean Military,
Renee Schneider, was kidnapped.
Schneider, who had vowed to uphold
the confirmation of the democratic
election of President Allende, died
as a result and in September 2001
his family brought a lawsuit against
Kissinger for murder.

t’s the final episode this

week of the repeats of series
one of Kath & Kim (ABC 8.30pm
Thursdays). Although I often feel
after watching an episode of this
popular Aussie comedy series as
though I have been battered around
the head with a sockful of sand, I
must admit that it can also be both
observant and funny.

The new, second, series begins
next week.

Eye witnesses to the numer-

ous shootings of civilians
in Iraq by the US military speak of
the way the US troops, when they
come under fire or even think they
may be under fire, react with wild
panic, firing indiscriminately in all
directions.

In the Vietnam War, the
Vietnamese soon discovered
that mortar attacks on US camps
produced mass panic and deadly
pandemonium: there were graphic
accounts by returning US personnel
of troops minced up in the tracks of
armoured personnel carriers being
driven wildly around inside camps
at night during mortar attacks.

And more British troops were
killed in the Gulf War by US fire
than by Iraqi soldiers.

Intensely fearful, hyped up
and zonked out, the US soldier is
a trigger-happy accident waiting to
happen.

True Stories: Friend Or Foe?
(ABC 10.00pm Thursday) looks
at casualties that have occurred in
wars over the past 20 years, from
the Falklands to the Gulf War,
Afghanistan and Iraq, from “friendly
fire” or in a “blue on blue” incident
as the British military call it.

It’s a shocking enough situa-
tion in modern warfare for both the

The Trial Of Henry Kissinger

perpetrators and the casualties of
friendly fire, but it is made worse
when the military decides to exer-
cise what the program calls “its
ingrained instinct” to cover up such
incidents.

s It Happened: Mossad’s

Hit List (SBS 7.30pm
Saturday) begins with two fal-
lacious contentions. One is that
the continuing program of assas-
sinations of Palestinian leaders by
Israeli agents is a “response” to the
1972 attack on Israeli athletes at the
Munich Olympics.

The other is that this state ter-
rorism lasted only until 1992. That
this latter claim is patently false is
obvious from the events of the last
few weeks: Palestinian “terrorist”
leaders are still being murdered by
Israeli Intelligence and military in
a futile attempt to crush Palestinian
resistance.
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But the assassinations unasham-
edly carried out by Israel in the 20
years prior to 1992 were not forced
on Israel by the Munich Olympic
Games killings. Terrorism had been
a stock in trade of the Zionists since
at least the days of British rule in
Palestine.

The recourse to assassinations
was the reaction of a right-wing
government to a people’s struggle.
The action in Munich of the Black
September Palestinian organisation
was a response to 25 years or more
of Israeli aggression and terrorism.

To blame the Israeli Government
assassinations program on Munich
is the same as blaming Israel’s
current program of aggression and
terror killings on the Palestinian sui-
cide bombers. They are in fact the
overt acts of a reactionary regime
that regards Arabs as inferior.

Screening the following day

is the Academy Award-win-
ning documentary One Day In
September (SBS 8.30pm Sunday),
which looks at the events of
September 5, 1972, at the Munich
Olympic Village.

I have not seen it, and on this
subject its Oscar is probably not a

recommendation, but its subject is
apparently “the irresponsible actions
made by the parties in charge of
the response” [to the capture of the
athletes].

he ABC’s season of film

noir seems to have finished,
being replaced this week with an
RKO classic of an entirely differ-
ent genre, Morning Glory (ABC
10.15pm Saturday).

Katharine Hepburn won her first
Academy Award for her portrayal
of a stage-struck girl in this drama
from 1933. “Dialogue is pointed
and terse, and the photography is
magnificent”, said Variety.

“A  first rate supporting
cast gives Hepburn invaluable
co-operation, notably a fine, intel-
ligent handling of the male lead by
Douglas Fairbanks Jr and a charac-
teristically suave performance by
Adaolphe Menjou.”

And the American Film Institute
adds: “The film is sharply and
sensitively directed by the multi-
talented Lowell Sherman, who did
Mae West’s She Done Him Wrong
that same year, while also appear-
ing in What Price Hollywood? for
George Cukor.,” &

Sydney

Politics in the Pub

Every Friday night 6pm — 7.45pm
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills

(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)
Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

September 5
THE BIG PRIVATE SCHOOL FUNDING SCAM
CLOSING THE GATE ON COMMUNITY
John Kaye, Education Spokesperson, Greens, NSW;
Rodney Molesworth, Vice President Public First, former President
Australian Council of State School Organisations

September 12
PUBLIC TRANSPORT. CARR’S FAILURE
Lee Rhiannon, Greens MLC NSW;
Jim Donovan, Action for Public Transport;
Gabrielle Kuiper, Bicycle NSW Board and Critical Mass rider

September 19
THE CHURCH: ON THE FRONT LINE OR THE BACK FOOT?
Fr Brian Gore, Centre for Peace, Ecology & Justice;
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Tampa cruelty continues
— but there’s hope

The second anniversary of the Tampa crisis passed recently, with the
situation for desperate asylum seekers now seemingly as terrible as
ever. The Tampa refugees have, in effect, been subjected to a two and
a half-year prison sentence, for the “crime” of attempting to come
here by unorthodox means and/or with inadequate documentation.
Other asylum seekers have been detained even longer.

by Peter Mac

But the real crime was perpe-
trated by the Howard Government,
which established the camps to
begin with, and has used every
means possible to incarcerate the
asylum seekers there, or to deport
them to their countries of origin.

And the Government now
seems determined to overturn the
recent order by the Family Court
for the release of five children from
South Australia’s Baxter Detention
Centre. As a result of this order, the
children enjoyed their first night
of freedom together on August 26,
some two and a half years after
they first arrived in Australia. They
have now rejoined their mother
in Adelaide, and will at last have
access to education and other basic
facilities that most Australians take
for granted.

They will also have access to
rehabilitative therapy, which psy-
chologists have stated is a necessity.
The Court accepted submissions that
the children had been subjected to
violence and inappropriate behav-
iour, which had led to two of the
boys escaping from the Woomera
camp, and later to attempts at self-
mutilation.

The Family Court queried
whether the Government could have
any legitimate interest in retaining
the children other than “ensuring
(their) availability if and when the
time comes to have them removed
from Australia.”

Two hundred children are cur-
rently being held in Australian
detention centres. Some have been
imprisoned in these camps for more
than three years, and others were
born there and know of no other
environment.

Children released —
but for how long?

The Family Court decision
regarding the “Baxter five” has been
hailed as a precedent for the release
of the other children. However,
a government appeal to the High
Court over an earlier Family Court
decision against the indefinite

detention of children is scheduled to
be heard on September 30.

Welfare workers caring for the
Baxter children and their mother say
they are aware that their freedom
may not last. A return to confine-
ment would surely constitute a most
terrible mental cruelty.

Significantly, the Howard
Government is not contesting the
Family Court judgement on the
basis of human rights, but on the
constitutional right of the Court to
deal with the welfare of children
in custody. After the judgement
Ruddock declared truculently that
“(The Family Court) judges are
unelected and they’re in effect
determining policy — rather than
establishing what the law is.”

And in an act of particularly
despicable meanness, Ruddock also
sought to drive a wedge between the
asylum seekers and the Australian
public. Despite the two and a
half-year delay experienced by the
Tampa refugees, he maintained that
the courts had given their cases pri-
ority over Australian citizens with
cases before the Court.

But if you think the situation of
the asylum seekers in camps such as
Baxter and Woomera is bad, spare
a thought for those in the “Pacific
solution” camps such as the 402
detainees on Nauru.

Access to the Nauru camps is
now extremely difficult. Journalists
seeking to visit the camps have
been denied visas. A Catholic priest
gained a visa but later had it with-
drawn because his visit was deemed
not to be for pastoral reasons.

Others have been more success-
ful. The leader of the Australian
Democrats expressed shock after
a recent visit, and noted: “The
(government’s) policy seems to be
aimed at griding down the will of
the detainees until they give up and
go home.”

But even this is now problem-
atical, as many of the Afghan birth
records were destroyed during the
conflict of the last 23 years. As
a result, some 60 of the Afghan
detainees who have expressed a
desire to go home have not been
able to have their national status

confirmed, and therefore appear
destined to remain in limbo in the
camps for the indefinite future.

The Afghan ambassador to
Australia, who also visited Nauru
earlier this year, stated that many of
the detainees with whom he spoke
would now need lifelong counsel-
ling.

He commented: “A number are
highly traumatised and very sick
because of the prolonged detention
and uncertainty about their future.

“Rehabilitating them will be a
major task. It is particularly tough
on the young children. Some of
these kids arrived when they were
seven or eight years of age and now
they are nine or ten.

“They have been held behind
barbed wire and the schooling they
receive is far from adequate. Others
have been born in detention and
know no other life.”

Lawyers denied
entry

A number of male detainees
from two of the Nauru camps
are to be tried for their alleged
involvement in the riots. They’re
facing prison terms of seven years,
but lawyers seeking to represent
them have been refused entry to
Nauru.

It is now widely believed that
the bans are the result of pressure
from the Howard government.
Nauru, a poverty-stricken state, is
largely dependent on Australian
aid, even though the majority of this
goes to funding the operation of the
camps.

The holding of what is in effect
a “kangaroo court” would not be
so easy in Australia. It is appar-
ently no problem in Nauru, which
although holding the detainees for
the Howard Government, is not
subject to Australian law, and is not
a party to any international treaty on
refugees.

In this respect the situation has
some parallels with that relating
to United States prisoners of war
in Guantanamo Bay, and others
who are flown to countries with
no concern about human rights, for
“special questioning”.

Women and children comprise
more than 100 of the Nauru detain-
ees. The plight of the women in
these lawless camps, surrounded by
men driven half mad by frustration
and hopelessness, is unthinkable.
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Families split up

Several of the women detainees
and their children have been denied
permission to resettle in Australia,
even though their husbands are
already in Melbourne and Sydney.
This contravenes the policy of
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, which Ruddock promised
to observe with regard to the Nauru
detainees.

Some of the men detainees
who have been forcibly returned
to Afghanistan and other countries
have disappeared without trace.
Amnesty International has now
issued a global alert about the dete-
riorating human rights situation for
the Nauru internees.

The Uniting church has con-
demned the enforced return of
refugees to Iran and other countries
from which they originally fled.
The National Director of Uniting
Justice, the Rev. Elenie Poulos,
stated with regard to a recently-
signed secret deal between Australia
and Iran that: “The Minister for
Immigration has been unwilling
to release the Memorandum of
Understanding he signed with the
Iranian Government.

“That forced deportations
should be conducted in such secre-
cy is a serious indictment of the
government’s commitment to open
government. ... That the Australian
Government would return people
to a country so close to a war zone,
and to a place where persecution
and torture are a fact of life, is an
abrogation of our responsibility to
decent people not to endanger peo-
ple’s lives”, Elenie Poulos said.

“The Uniting Church of
Australia calls on the Federal gov-
ernment to halt plans for forced
deportations and to make alterna-
tive arrangements for every Iranian

currently held in immigration deten-
tion. We do not want the blood of
innocent people on our hands.”

Other asylum seeker tragedies
are also being played out in the infa-
mous “Pacific solution” camps. One
24-year-old Palestinian refugee who
landed by boat on Thursday Island
via Papua New Guinea was forcibly
returned to PNG, and detained in an
Australian camp on Manus Island,
only to find himself left alone when
it was closed in July.

The Australian authorities
declared that he would henceforth
have to look to PNG for his sus-
tenance in the camp, in which he
remains confined. For their part,
the PNG authorities have continued
to supply him with provisions, but
deny that he is their responsibility.

Unable to move forward to a
new life, he has been left, like many
of the remaining Tampa refugees, in
a terrible futureless limbo. Unlike
them, however, he has no fellow
inmates with whom to share his
unbearable detention.

Australia’s asylum seeker
camps constitute a hideous offi-
cial crime, and the treatment of
these desperate people who turned
to Australia for assistance, is a
national shame. However, there are
some hopeful signs, apart from the
Family Court decision to release
the five Baxter children. Despite
the Government’s declaration that
none of the 1118 Tampa detainees
would ever set foot on Australian
soil, 329 of them have now been
settled in Australia.

And mounting political pres-
sure from the Australian people
and concerned organisations may
yet force the Government to end
its shocking denial of basic human
rights for those who seek asylum
on our shores. &
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