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Australia: military thug
of the Pacific

By overriding and ignoring simmering resentment
among Pacific Island States, Australia and New Zealand
(with the US standing in the wings) forced the re-
colonisation of the whole of the region a big step forward.
An Australian diplomat was imposed as the Secretary-
General of the Pacific Island Forum last week when it

convened in Auckland.

Mr Greg Urwin was “elected”
after five rounds of voting although
the normal practice of the Forum
has been to appoint a Pacific
Islander by consensus. Howard
broke this method and insisted on
a voting procedure which gave the
Australian Government the op-
portunity to threaten Pacific Island
states that if they did not agree with
Australian proposals for “reform”
they would not receive aid funds.

Howard told delegates that
Australia would hold back aid from
those states that did not fight “crime
and corruption”. The reference to
“crime and corruption” is a fagade,
to provide an excuse for imposing
financial penalties (or worse) on
those governments that do not carry
out the economic and social policies
demanded by the Australian and
New Zealand Governments.

Australia is now playing the
role of Pacific thug in the name of
the corporations that wish to seize
the land and natural resources of the
Island states.

“Pack a stronger

wallop”

Howard declared after his
“victory” that the Pacific Islands
Forum would now “pack a
stronger wallop”. It is the Pacific
Island states that are going to feel
the force of this “wallop” and it is
primarily Australia that is going to
administer it.

A taste of what is now intended
for all other Pacific Island states is
the occupation of the Solomon
Islands by predominantly Australian
military and police forces and the
takeover of the judicial, financial
and other government departments
by persons appointed by the
Australian Government

Already the Solomon Island’s
police are commanded by a British
Police Commissioner with an
Australian as his Deputy. They are
being backed up by about 2000
heavily armed, mainly Australian
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troops. They are to retain their
arms while all Solomon Islanders
are being disarmed.

Arrogantly strutting the stage
at the Forum, Howard claimed that
Mr Urwin was “not a blow-in from
Canberra” but had been a lifelong
(Australian) diplomat in the Pacific
region. None-the-less he is going
to be instructed to carry out the
“reforms” imposed on the Forum
by the Australian Government
and will carry out policies that are
in the interests of the Australian
Government while protecting the
vested interests of Australian,
US and other transnational
corporations.

Although the “reforms” are not
spelt out in any detail by the daily
newspapers and are said to concern
the Pacific Island states pooling
their resources even to the point of
establishing a European Union type
body, the immediate emphasis is on
the creation of a “rapid multilateral”
force of police and military to “fight
regional instability”.

US applause

The “pre-emptive” strike
against the Solomon Islands drew
the immediate applause of the US
Deputy Secretary of State, Richard
Armitage, who visited Australia
last week. He said Australia’s ac-
tion “speaks a very hopeful vision
for the region ... I think it’s very
commendable and from the top
to bottom of the US Government
we’re in admiration for the stand-
up efforts of the Australian Armed
Forces and the Government”.

Invoking the theory of the
“failed states” Armitage said, “You
see trouble, you’ve realised, just as
we have realised, that any failed
states can reach out and touch us
badly”.

In a clear warning to other
Pacific Island states in the region
Armitage went on to say that
“We know that there are difficult
situations in Papua New Guinea,
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Nauru from time to time has been
troublesome, so big or small there
are potential trouble areas ...

“Australians are clearly the
lead nation in terms of assistance to
Papua New Guinea but the United
States is, I hope, a close second and
we’ll continue to work closely with
Australia following Australia’s lead
to try to bring about a better future
for Papua New Guinea.”

New  Zealand’s  Labor
Government fell in behind the poli-
cies of the Australian Government
indicating that there are no policy
differences between the NZ Labor
leader and the extreme conservatism
of Howard.

Another indication that repres-
sion of any opposition to Australian
and New Zealand policies is now
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the order of the day was the refusal
of the New Zealand Government to
give media accreditation to attend
the Forum to The Pacific News
Bulletin. The Bulletin is a monthly
publication owned by 120 member
organisations of the Nuclear Free
and Independent Pacific Movement
from 33 countries within the Pacific
region.

The Director of the Bulletin,
Motarilavoa Hilda Lini said, “New

Zealand is playing double standards
by talking about the importance of
media freedom and civil society
participation and at the same time
closing the door to the Pacific News
Bulletin, that reports the voice of
Pacific civil society on human
security issues in the region”.

She said that this is the first
time in 15 years of publication that
the Pacific News Bulletin has been
refused media accreditation. &
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The fear factor

A while ago American left-wing satirist and political commen-
tator Michael Moore conducted a revealing social experiment in
New York City. He had an actor put on a generic security guard
uniform, stand on the footpath near a busy street and approach
passing citizens, ordering them to “step to one side” and put their
hands against a wall while he conducted a search of their person
and belongings. And people complied, mostly without question.

Moore’s purpose was to ask: how had a state of affairs come
about where people accept violations of their privacy and civil
liberties as a routine part of daily life? The answer was fear: fear
of terrorist attacks through constant warnings from government
of danger from without and within; fear of other countries, other
cultures, other nationalities, other religions than their own.

It is a form of social conditioning now being practiced by the
Howard Government here in Australia, aided and abetted by
authorities in the States and Territories. In Sydney last week it
reached new heights with police swarming onto railway stations
in the inner metropolitan area during peak hour and searching
commuters.

The police said they had received information that four men
would attempt to “put a package on a train”. One commuter who
spoke to The Guardian said only non-Anglo Saxons were searched.
When he questioned the reason for the operation he was told by
a police officer that it was a “visibility exercise”. But what was
being made visible?

The creation of non-existent, threatening demons in the public
mind is not a new tactic. In the 19th century it was the “Asian
hoards” who were about to swamp Australia, a racist beat up
that still resonates to this day. There was the “Red scare” during
the Cold War; following World War II it was migrants who were
“taking Australian jobs”. And now, after more than 200 years the
racist demonising of Indigenous Australians is proceeding at a
frenetic pace under the racist Howard Government policies.

Of course, all the scenarios these campaigns were based on
have been shown over and over again to have no basis in reality,
but they achieved their goals to one degree or another, creating
divisions in society, establishing racist stereotypes and perpetuat-
ing deeply engrained prejudices based on fear.

Because the premise of this current promotion of fear and
loathing is so patently false — emphasised by the lies used as
pretext for the war on Iraq — all stops are out to intensify the per-
ception that we are under constant threat of a terrorist attack.

The attempt to use the fear factor to impose absolute control
through police state powers is also not new: its ultimate manifes-
tation is called fascism. Qur civil and democratic rights are not
figments of the imagination but real freedoms won over many
years of struggle by the Australian people. Their violation and
destruction are unacceptable and must be defeated.

Israel’s apartheid

The wall being built by the Israeli Government to divide the
Palestinian and Israeli people — to in essence turn Israel into a
fortress — is more than two kilometres wide, eight metres high and
three metres thick. It will stretch for hundreds of kilometres, with
watchtowers, and with barbed wire along roads on both sides.

It further dispossesses the Palestinian people, cutting a swathe
through Palestinian villages and olive and citrus plantations. It
separates families and their ancestral fields and plantations.

Its construction will cost billions of dollars and is being fi-
nanced by the Sharon Government through savage budget cuts to
social services, aged pensions, the unemployed, soul parents and
civil service salaries, cuts that will create increased hardship for
many Israelis.

At the same time another wall is being built, not of bricks and
mortar and razor wire, but out of racism and mounting human
rights violations, including changes to Israel’s citizenship laws
that prevent couples living in Israel if one of them comes from the
occupied territories.

The Sharon Government’s stated reason for the imposition
of this latest form apartheid is that it is to “defend Israel’s
security”.

But the only real guarantee of security and peace is for Israel
to get out of the Palestinian territories it occupied by force in
1967 and withdraw to the pre-1967 demarcation lines — the
internationally recognised borders of Israel — evacuate all of
the more than 150 illegal Jewish settlements, and recognise and
honour the national rights and territories of an independent
Palestinian state.

PRESS FUND
Senior citizens can travel by rail anywhere in Sydney for $1.10 — except to
the new International Terminal station which, thanks to successive state gov-
ernments, is privately owned. Getting there from Central will cost a “senior”
$7.60, nearly seven times as much as to any state-owned station. The normal
adult fare is $11.40, more than five times the cost of any other four-station
ride. We draw attention to these figures as a community service! Another
unfortunate statistic is that the Press Fund is now four weeks behind where
it should be for this time of year, if we’re to meet our annual $12,000 target.
So please, if you possibly can, send us a contribution for the next issue. We
offer our sincere thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:

Bert Appleton $50, K Manski $112, “Round Figure” $8.
This week’s total: $170. Progressive total: $7110.
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“A VINTAGE RED”
JIM MITCHELL 1913-2003

James Mitchell was born on
November 26, 1913, in Liverpool,
England the oldest son of Eva
and George Mitchell. He died on
August 9, 2003 in Adelaide.

Jim’s political education started
at a young age. Eva was active in
the suffragette struggles in England,
in the British labour movement and
in the movement against the wars
of intervention against the newly
created workers’ state following the
Russian Revolution in 1917. She
played an important role in shaping
Jim’s political outlook.

In 1924, his family moved to
Australia and settled in Hamilton,
Victoria.

As a migrant family from
England following the devasta-
tion of a world war, the Mitchells
formed and held life-long principles
of social justice, and the belief that
war and want had to be and could be
eradicated.

Jim gained his leaving
Certificate at Hamilton High School
with a scholarship which entitled
him to study to become a teacher.
However, this was 1930 and the
Depression ended all hope of that.

Jim rolled up his swag and
worked the fruit-picking trail,
walking the roads and jumping the
rattler like so many young men of
that time. Jim was involved in the
struggles of the unemployed work-
ers wherever he went.

Around 1938, the family moved
to Melbourne where Jim joined the
Communist Party at the age of 17
years.

He began work for a short time
as a cub reporter on the Melbourne
Herald and later transferred to the
Party’s Worker's Voice.

The Party was broke and Jim
supported himself by taking other
jobs, one of which was in the textile
industry. He became a shop stew-
ard and led many struggles at the
Holproof factory.

During WW2 Jim joined the
Army. He served in New Guinea
and fought the Japanese invaders
at Wewak. Jim was promoted to
Sergeant in the field.

After the war the Party asked
Jim to transfer to South Australia
together with his first wife Anne
and his children Peter and Jennifer,
to set up and become Editor of the
South Australian Tribune.

There, he met and married his
second wife Marcia. They eventu-
ally had six children: Mary, Ruth,
Jane, David (dec), Sally and May.

In an effort to silence the grow-
ing dissent against the Menzies
Government, the Party was threat-
ened with illegality. Communist
Party members and others with
Marxist literature were forced to
hide their books in ceilings, under
houses, in bushes — anywhere they
would be safe.

The Party press was in danger of
being confiscated so it had to be dis-
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mantled and taken to a safer place to
continue its work.

Menzies moved to declare
the Party illegal but his legisla-
tion was thrown out by the High
Court. Menzies then attempted to
get endorsement for his legislation
by a referendum. However, a very
broad campaign in which the Party,
the trade unions and the Labor Party
played a foremost part defeated
Menzies’ referendum.

Jim went to work on the Port
Adelaide wharves in 1950.

He was elected to the Port
Adelaide Executive of the Waterside
Workers’ Federation (now MUA)
despite the efforts of the right-wing
forces known as the Groupers.

Later, Jim was joined on the
Union Executive by Peter Symon,
now the General Secretary of the
CPA.

Hardly a week went by during
the ’50s and *60s without some kind
of struggle on the wharves.

During the 1954 and 1956
national wharf strikes the party
branch together with the union
executive and union members
played an important part in collect-
ing relief for the striking wharfies,
issuing propaganda, visiting farmer
organisations in the country and
arranging transport. The waterside
workers eventually won all the con-
ditions they had sought.

In an act of solidarity with the
rural community when the Murray
River flooded in 1956 wharfies were
organised to help sandbag the river.

After five attempts with an
improving vote each year and the
wearing out of many pairs of shoes
by Wharf branch members, Jim was
elected to Woodville Council and
held the position for four years.

As a Councillor Jim was com-
mitted to the preservation of the
sand dunes, for open Public Access
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to the beach and protection of the
environment. Unfortunately the
sand dunes were taken away to be
turned into glass bottles and the
community is now paying a heavy
price for that piece of stupidity.

Jim served on party commit-
tees including the State and Central
Committees of the former CPA;
the State and Central Committees
of the Socialist Party of Australia
(now CPA); and on the SA State
Executive and the National
Committee of the Australia-Soviet
Friendship Society.

He was appointed as the resi-
dent journalist in Moscow of The
Socialist (now The Guardian).

In Australia Jim was active
in a number of peace, friendship,
cultural, trade union, sports and
educational organisations.

David Pemberthy writing a
feature article in the Advertiser on
the December 4, 1995 quoted from
Jim’s ASIO files: “Jim Mitchell
was completely indoctrinated with
a shrewd mind and determined
character, and his propagandist
skills pose a threat to our national
security”.

Pemberthy remarked: “That
is what the Secret Intelligence
Organisation ASIO thinks of a man
who still regards being RED as a
badge of honour and communism
the one true faith”.

The article was headed “A
Vintage Red”. Jim liked the article
and framed it.

Jim lived a life of dedication
to the need for a peaceful, socialist
world, totally intolerant of racial
and religious prejudice.

He will be sadly missed and
fondly remembered.

The Guardian conveys
deepest sympathy to Jim’s
family, and his many comrades
and friends. &

Peter Symon, May Mitchell and Rex Munn at the celebration of Jim’s life
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Townsville’s copy-cat racism

Racism has taken a new and sinister form in Townsville in Queensland,
with the appearance of Ku Klux Klan hate mail and attacks on

Aboriginal people.
by Peter Mac

In recent times anonymous
letters bearing the Klan title have
been placed in letterboxes around
the town. One leaflet left in an
Aboriginal resident’s letterbox car-
ried the heading “die, die, die”.

Many Aboriginal people have
suffered regular and unprovoked
assaults, including one attack by
a group of white youths wielding
baseball bats, and another with a
home-made golf ball bazooka, on
a group of shanty town residents.
Earlier this year a 15-year-old
Aboriginal boy died after being hit
by a van which, according to wit-
nesses, reversed into him, drove
over his bike and then drove away.

The appalling publicity generat-
ed by these developments, has even
reached the attention of overseas
media, and is adversely affecting
the local economy. The Townsville

council has strenuously objected
to media coverage that describes
the town as the “racism capital of
Australia”

One Indigenous resident, Neil
Pattel, criticised those who turn a
blind eye to racism in Townsville.
He commented: “A lot of people
here are hypocrites in that they
criticise terrorists in Iraq and
Afghanistan and yet they don’t say
anything about the activities of the
KKK, who are just that”.

Aboriginal residents of the
small town of Mossman, just north
of Cairns, have suffered assaults
and threats from people wearing the
KKK hooded white uniform.

The Townsville leaflets are
badly written and appear to be a
product of a particularly vicious
lumpen proletariat group. The
Townsville local police have spoken
confidently of identifying the

Poisoning
Indigenous rights

The use of an incident in a hotel to suspend Geoff Clark from his
post as Chairman of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Commissioner (ATSIC) was summed up precisely by acting
ATSIC Chairman Terry Whitby: “Mr Clark acted when people
were being unfairly evicted from a licensed premises because they

were Aboriginal”.

by Tom Pearson

Such discrimination springs
from Australia’s institutionalised
racism, which the current federal
government is flogging for all it is
worth. Indigenous Affairs Minister
Philip Ruddock dismissed Clark
— who with Deputy Chairman Ray
Robinson has been the subject of
a particularly vicious Government
vendetta — for “behaving in a riot-
ous manner”.

Riots are something Ruddock
in his other hat as Immigration
Minister should be familiar with
through the protests of the innocent
asylum seekers he has had locked
up in desert prison camps.

So it was like water off a duck’s
back when Geoff Clark’s lawyers
pointed out to Ruddock that he was
trampling on the basic legal tenet of
presumption of innocence because
the charges against Clark are cur-
rently up for appeal i.e. Clark has
not been convicted of anything.

A statement by the lawyers said
that “No step ought to be taken
by government which might be
perceived to, or actually cause, a
blurring of the roles fulfilled by the
courts and the legislature”.

Fundamental to Geoff Clark’s
suspension is what another
ATSIC Commissioner, Lionel
Quatermaine, noted: “It makes me
feel hollow knowing that any one
of us can be dismissed for even
spitting on the sidewalk ...”

He was referring to the pro-
visions of the ATSIC Act which
give the Minister the power to
remove elected ATSIC officials.
ATSIC Commissioners have previ-
ously made clear that they “do not
believe their tenure in office should
be left in the hands of any politician
who may be hostile to the views of
Indigenous representatives”.

Such a situation is an example
of the control government has had

over the Indigenous peak body
— the right to carry out summary
dismissals is a powerful weapon.

The attack on the ATSIC lead-
ership is part of the Government’s
objective to destroy the organisa-
tion. The last federal budget saw
ATSIC gutted of its funding and
its finances, responsibilities and
control of its board handed over
to a Government-appointed non-
Indigenous administrator.

More fundamentally, Clark
and Robinson are being held up
to public ridicule and slander as
part of the Government’s cam-
paign to smear and discredit, in the
minds of the public, the concept of
Indigenous people having control
over their lives and their future
— it wants to bury Indigenous self-
determination.

The poisoning of commu-
nity perceptions is also behind the
recent racist statement by Federal
Territories Minister Wilson Tuckey
that “Aboriginal people can’t
manage money because of their
culture”.

This in-your-face hatchet-job
approach comes after a brief soft-
ening up period a few years back
when the spin was on “debate”.
For example, at the time PM
Howard called for a “debate” on
native title, which sparked a whole
lot of co-ordinated mud sling-
ing in the media. And while this
phoney debate was taking place
the Government dismembered the
Native Title Act.

The Howard Government’s
bottom line is protection of the
profits of mining corporations and
ensuring the continued obscene
wealth of the big pastoralists. That
is why it is killing off ATSIC,
refusing to say “sorry”, denying
the reality of stolen generations,
axing reconciliation and wiping out
native title. &
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Tropical Townsville — though the sun doesn’t shine on all residents

offenders, but even if they do this
won’t be sufficient to deal with the
problem.

Anti-social behaviour, whether
by Indigenous or non-Indigenous
people, arises from poverty,
exploitation, unemployment and
homelessness such as is found in
Townsville and many other towns
and cities.

Townsville has about 150,000
residents, of whom some 10 per-
cent are of Aboriginal or Islander
descent. Of these, about 80 people
live in the city’s parks, and several
hundred live in a shanty town known
with bitter irony as “Happy Valley”.
This group is the worst-affected by
homelessness and alcoholism, and
has also borne the brunt of the most
recent racist attacks.

Although some good initiatives
have been taken by local and state
governments, they have proved
inadequate. Some of their activities
— and lack of activity — have con-
tributed directly to the problem.

The town is rife with stories of
discrimination against Aboriginal
people in terms of employment,
housing and entry to clubs.

One Aboriginal mother of six
claimed that it took her weeks to
find a rental property, and that she
only got one when she accepted one
next to a house occupied by petrol
addicts. She commented: “There are

lots of nice Housing Commission
homes going up but they put all the
Aborigines in the one street”.

Another single mum who
scrimped enough money to buy
her son a new bike, claimed that
the local police had pulled him
over five times in the first week to
demand how he got the bike, and
had subjected him to verbal racial
abuse.

The experiences of some of the
homeless, who had their photos
taken by security guards employed
by the council, prompted a visit
by federal Race Discrimination
Commissioner Bill Jonas last June.

In his subsequent report Jonas
acknowledged that the problems
faced by the homeless were not
unique to Townsville. Nevertheless,
he was extremely critical of the
council’s attitude and policies
towards them.

His report states: “...the treat-
ment of Indigenous people who live
in public spaces around the city and
local government efforts to exclude
them from these areas have given a
licence to some people in the com-
munity to harass, threaten and even
assault them.”

The Council adamantly rejected
such criticism. The deputy Mayor
claimed that council was doing the
best it could with limited resources,
which were stretched by increasing

numbers of homeless people, many
of them released from detention
in nearby Stuart Prison or ejected
from Palm Island with no home to
go to.

To date the council’s main
action seems to have been to enact
special legislation to permit secu-
rity guards to remove alcohol from
parks and to eject people deemed to
be loitering.

Revealing the gulf between her
and the town’s Aboriginal residents,
the Deputy Mayor confidently
asserted: “I’m sure if our secu-
rity people and police are brought in
they can act on this”.

Local police chief, Senior
Sergeant Dale, points to a number
of initiatives such as the estab-
lishment of the Indigenous
Police Liaison Unit and patrols
by Community Development
Employment Project workers.
However, he bluntly attributed the
frustration of these employees and
the town’s Indigenous people to the
failure by government to provide an
accommodation and rehabilitation
treatment unit for homeless and
alcoholic people.

Although discussions on the
establishment of such a facility
have continued for years, nothing
concrete has yet been done. There’s
the rub. And there is also part of the
solution. &

Mining company lawyers
on native title body

In a move that has shocked and angered many people involved with
the resolution of native title disputes, Federal Attorney-General Daryl
Williams has appointed two mining company lawyers to be full-time
members of the National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT).

These appointments have
been criticised by native title
professionals and Indigenous
leaders as further isolating the
NNTT from the Indigenous
community.

Former tribunal member Tony
Lee said he thinks the appointments
will “certainly bring into question
the impartiality of the tribunal”.
The two new members are Neville
MacPherson and John Catlin. They
join 12 listed deputy presidents,
full-time and part-time members as
well as NNTT President Graeme
Neate.

Mr MacPherson is recently
retired from the Shell Australia Ltd
group where he has been general
counsel since 1993 and a director of
Shell Australia since 2000.

Mr Catlin will leave his position
as principle advisor on Indigenous
affairs with Xstrata (formerly

known as Mt Isa Mines) to take up
his position with the tribunal. He
previously worked with the Native
Title and Strategic Issues Division
of the Ministry of Premier and
Cabinet in Western Australia under
former Premier Richard Court.

These two appointments come
hot on the heels of the decision
by the Attorney-General to not
reappoint Tony Lee to a third term
on the tribunal. Mr Lee was one of
only three Indigenous members in
the tribunal’s history.

Dr Gaye Sculthorpe is now
the only Indigenous member on
the nation’s peak body for the
resolution of native title disputes.

The newly appointed chief
executive officer of the NSW Native
Title Service, Warren Mundine,
believes that these appointments are
“a continuation of the appointment
of old white lawyers”.

Given the role of the
tribunal as a non-binding
mediator, the perception
of neutrality is vital for
successful negotiations. These
two appointments and the
continuing lack of Indigenous
representation in the upper
levels of the tribunal means that
many native title applicants find
it impossible to conclude that
the tribunal is a neutral body.

Lawyers working for
these applicants fear that this
will mean less successful
negotiations and more costly
and time-consuming litigation.

Tony Lee believes that this
“conscious recalibration” of the
make-up of the tribunal seems
to contradict the Government’s
call for greater Indigenous
leadership. He questioned how
the Government could complain
of lack of Indigenous leadership
on one hand, while deliberately
destroying it on the other.

Acknowledgements:
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LABOUR STRUGGLES

Medicare campaign
receives warm response

Communist Party of Australia branches around Australia are out
on the streets campaigning to defend Medicare and the public
hospital system. The following report is from the Blacktown Branch

in western Sydney.

The Blacktown Branch of the
CPA took the campaign to defend
Medicare to the people of Mt Druitt
last Saturday morning. The Branch
set up a stall in the village square
opposite Westfield shopping com-
plex in Mr Druitt and attracted a
constant flow of people willing to
sign our petition.

There were many favourable
comments from locals glad that
we were actively campaigning to
defend Medicare.

The CPA booklet Howard's
Way on Health with the text of a

talk given by Dr Con Costa proved
extremely popular.

The Branch collected 300 signa-
tures in just two hours.

John, a Blacktown Branch
member, said, “The Branch will
continue the campaign. This is one
of the best results of any of the cam-
paigns we’ve been involved in.

“You can see people’s reactions
change once they see the placards
displaying the Medicare petition or
hear our request. People who were
preparing to avoid you stop when
they realise you re campaigning to
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LABOUR NOTES

Staff at the NSW Department of Industrial Relations have
started industrial action in protest at job cuts, and a pro-
posed restructure which was announced two weeks ago
without warning. The restructure would lead to the cutting of
essential support staff in the busy Award Enquiry Service.
According to the Public Service Association’s Industrial Of-
ficer Anthony D’Adam, workers unanimously voted for weekly
two-hour stoppages starting from Thursday August 14 and
continuing until management suspends the proposed re-
structure and considers genuine consultation with staff.

Hundreds of Victorian community and health sector work-
ers joined the Victorian Council of Social Service at a rally to
protest against State Government funding cuts. The Govern-
ment has proposed a new funding arrangement that requires
trade-offs in return for Safety-Net Award increases across the
community sector. “These cuts are totally unacceptable to the
union movement. If they eventuate workers will be forced to
trade off jobs and conditions for even the basic yearly Living
Wage Case decision”, Victorian Trades Hall Council Sec-
retary Leigh Hubbard said. At the rally, Australian Services
Union Branch Secretary said, “This government came into
office promising a fairer deal to these workers who are pro-
viding essential services to the most vulnerable members
of society. The fact that community workers have had to
leave their places of work, and rally outside Parliament is
indicative of a government that is not in touch with people.”

The Australian Workers’ Union who represents Pan Pharma-
ceutical workers has given its backing to plans to resurrect
the company. A consortium of investors led by Fred Bart have
outlined a proposal to purchase the failed company. The plan
includes securing workers’ entittements in a trust fund. NSW
State Secretary Russ Collison said that they supported the
purchase because it was the only proposal that has been put
forward so far that would keep the workers’ jobs in Sydney.
“The workers at Pan will be in a unique position where they
will have a vote on their possible new boss”, Mr Collison said.

defend Medicare and are more than
willing to sign the petition”, said
John.

The campaign to defend
Medicare is a good political cam-
paign which gives us the opportunity
to raise issues such as privatisation,
attacks on social services while
the government is willing to spend
in excess of $43 million a day on
defence.

No hesitation on spending $750
million on following the US into an
illegal war on Iraq and in the same
breath Howard is telling us there is
not enough money for public health
and I starving Medicare to death.

They tell us there is no money
for the PBS scheme. People in Mt
Druitt are telling us it’s not on.
We’ve got to get rid of Howard and
his cronies.

Medicare and the public health
system must be defended.

Port Jackson Branch

Port Jackson Branch in the inner
west of Sydney has also been col-
lecting signatures on petitions and
distributing leaflets.

They held a stall at Central
Railway, and had no difficulties in
distributing 500 leaflets.

At the Glebe Markets they
collected more than 200+ signa-
tures and as many again at the
Rozelle Markets and were busy at
an Independent Education Union
meeting.

“We received a pleasant and
welcome reception from all people.
We were surprised at the anger of
people about Howard”, said Branch
member Denis. &

If you would like to join
the campaign or obtain
campaign materials then
contact your nearest CPA
office. See page 12 for details.
The petitions, booklet, leaflet
and posters are available
from the CPA website:
www.cpa.org.au

Scientists

campaign

to keep pathology
regulated

The use of unqualified staff in unregulated pathology laboratories
is threatening lives, say Victorian medical scientists. The scientists
are now waging a campaign to ensure that Victoria — the only state
in Australia that does regulate the pathology industry — does not
repeal the legislation.

Andrew_Jackson

“In Victoria, we believe
that we have the best system in
Australia, possibly the world”,
says Professor Alan Turner,

Chair of the Australian Institute
of Medical Scientists Victorian
Branch.

“If the Act is repealed ... The
State will have no vehicle to mon-
itor or control it.”

“The situation is analogous to
having an unqualified person dis-
pensing drugs in the pharmacy”,
says Professor Turner.

A national Health Ministers’
Conference in 1984 decided
that the State Ministers should
give priority to the establish-
ment of pathology accreditation
procedures in their respective
jurisdictions as soon as possible.

Only Victoria and NSW took
up the challenge by enacting leg-
islation and only Victoria went the
full distance and implemented it.

The Victorian legislation
applies to the complete spectrum
of pathology testing — from a
shopping centre cholesterol test
(which may only be for client
curiosity value) to cross-matching
blood for an airlifted group of Bali
(or any terrorist attack) victims in
a major trauma hospital, or diag-
nosing meningococcal disease in
a country hospital in the middle of
the night.

The fact that no other State
besides Victoria has implemented
legislative controls over pathology
services has raised the question
in some minds as to whether
State accreditation is required in
Victoria.

However, in other States
patients face enormous risk when

their pathology tests are sent to
private, profit-making, unregulated
and potentially unscrupulous labs.

The major problems are:

* There are laboratories issuing
results of unknown quality because
there are no requirements for them
to be inspected.

* Unqualified people are
asked to perform tests and inter-
pret and issue results for which
they are not trained. This includes
matching of blood products for
transfusion.

* There has been an influx of
alternative medicine tests such as
live blood analysis, DNA testing
for viral antigens and digestive
stool analysis for which there is no
scientific basis or validation data.
These do not require accreditation.

A strong parallel can be drawn
with the Pan Pharmaceutical crisis
that hit Australia early in 2003.

Pan — the largest pharmaceu-
tical manufacturer in Australia
— was shut down when it was
revealed that safety and quality
assurance guidelines had been
swept aside in the company’s strive
to cut costs and maximise profits.

Among dozens of cases of
people reporting adverse side-
effects after taking Pan products,

a man was hospitalised after
ingesting a travel-sickness tablet
containing 700 per cent of the pre-
scribed dose of the drug.

The revelations sparked a recall
of over 1300 products from super-
market and pharmacy shelves — the
largest recall in Australian history.

Australian consumers now
need to fight — literally for their
lives — against government
attempts to deregulate or allow for
“self-regulation” of any aspect of
the health industry. &

Penny pinching on pee

Workers at the RSL. COM Chatswood Call Centre in Sydney’s
north are being forced to time themselves going to the toilet and
to make up the time at the end of the day or risk losing pay.

The workers, members of the
Communications, Electrical and
Plumbing Union (CEPU), have
begun a campaign to end the
harassment they have suffered over
taking toilet breaks and the exces-
sive surveillance and monitoring
that they have endured.

More than 60 workers have
been directed to log on “Personal”
to go to the toilet. They then have
to add up the time they have spent
in the toilet and work extra time to
make up for the break.

“We are disgusted by this
over-the-top behaviour by man-
agement”, said CEPU Branch
Organiser Alice Salomon. “It is a
step back to the 19th century. This
is money hungry penny pinching
at its lowest”.

“Managers are spending more
time on monitoring toilet breaks
than it actually takes to use the
bathroom. How many CEOs have
to account for the cost to the com-
pany of emptying their bladder?”

The workers are outraged. “It
is humiliating and degrading”, said
one RSL COM call centre worker.
“People are being called into the
manager’s office every day and
questioned on how much time we
spend in the toilet.

“We just want to be treated
with respect and dignity.”

The union points out that there
are serious health consequences
from not going to the toilet when
nature calls, including urinary tract

breaks

infections, incontinence, constipa-
tion and bowel distension.

“We are seeing yet another
example of the excessive monitor-
ing and bullying behaviour that is
happening in call centres through-
out Australia”, said Ms Salomon.
“They are becoming our modern
sweatshops”.

“It is an attack on the workers’
dignity and indicative of what the
bosses think they can get away with
in Workplace Relations Minister
Tony Abbott’s anti-worker, anti-
union industrial relations climate.

“Going to the loo is a right, not
a privilege.” &

Sydney

Save Medicare Alliance Forum

Hear Julia Gillard Shadow Labor Health Minister
speak on: The Status of the Public Health system,
Howard’s plans for Medicare and the ALP’s alternative.

Friday 22nd August 3pm
Trades Hall Auditorium 4 Goulburn St, Sydney
For further info: Bruce Childs 0412 803 457

Combined Pensioners & Superannuates 9281 3588
visit www.labor.net.au and click “Save Medicare”
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Sleaze, bullying and spin doctoring
The Howard Government responds to criticism

Bad news and scandal continue to dog the Federal Government.
No sooner had the cash-for-visas outrage faded from the front
pages than a whole string of other dodgy dealings came to light.
The Government’s attempts at crisis management, a lurid story in
their own right, have only compounded the problem.

by Bob Briton

Take, for example, the now
infamous decision of the Howard
Government to extend the fuel
excise regime of the Commonwealth
to cover ethanol. By doing so in
September last year, the Federal
Government added $5 million
dollars to the cost of a ship load
of ethanol making its way from
Brazil to Australia and nobbled any
overseas competition for Milandra
— the dominant Australian producer
responsible for around 90 per cent
of local output.

The decision was made only
six weeks after the Prime Minister
had met with Milandra boss Dick
Honan. For good measure, the new
excise arrangements got a four-year
extension in this year’s Federal
Budget. Labor estimates that the
changes will be worth an extra $240
million for Mr Honan’s company.

By the way, Milandra has put
$90,000 into the electoral coffers
of the Coalition parties over the past
two years.

Last year Howard denied dis-
cussing any threat to local ethanol
from cheap imports with local man-
ufacturers: “Speaking for myself, |
did not personally have any discus-
sions, from recollection, with any
of them.”

After Labor obtained parts of
the record of the meeting with the
Milandra chief through Freedom
of Information, the PM’s story
changed. In the best Jesuitical style,
Mr Howard now only denies having
spoken specifically about the ship-
load of Brazilian ethanol with Mr
Honan. (At the same time clean-
skin Labor returned its donations
from Milandra.)

The Federal Education Minister
is also having problems with an
embarrassing paper trail. Dr Nelson
has had to deny knowledge of the

—
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doctoring a report into the impact of
changes his Government inflicted on
higher education since 1996. Among
other things, these “reforms” allow
tertiary institutions to increase fees
by up to 30 percent.

The National Report on
Australia’s Higher Education Sector
2001 originally contained a section
showing that the increased HECS
fees have had a marked negative
effect on the enrolment of students
from disadvantaged backgrounds.

Leaked details show that 9000
school leavers and 17,000 mature-
aged students had decided against
further studies because of the spiral-
ling fees. The proportion of males
from poorer backgrounds entering
courses like law, dentistry and
medicine plummeted by 38 percent
over the same period.

It is still unclear whether the
offending section was deleted
before or after contact between Dr
Nelson and the then head of the
Education Department, Peter
Shergold. Mr Shergold now occu-
pies the prestigious position of head
of the Department of Prime Minister
and Cabinet.

The current chief of the
Education Department, Jeff Harmer,
has given his Minister a lifeline.
He maintains that the report was
changed before it was handed to
Dr Nelson with the awkward bits
deleted because their findings were
based on a faulty methodology.

Last week, Brendan Nelson was
using a far more satisfactory meth-
odology in Parliament to argue that
the number of poorer students had
actually increased in the face of the
escalating HECS charges.

In the meantime, a decision
needs to be made about whether or
not to call in the Australian Federal
Police’s high-powered “leak squad”
to look into the embarrassing epi-
sode. The squad currently has a
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record number of investigations
underway.

Another embarrassing assess-
ment of the Government arrived
last week from the Foreign Affairs
Defence and Trade Committee. It
disappointed the Government with
a finding that the “Pacific Solution”
of warehousing asylum seekers in
hellish conditions on Nauru was
damaging Australia’s relations with
its Pacific neighbours. The policy
“accentuated the perception that
Australia takes advantage of Pacific
Island countries...” It notes that, at
a cost of $130 million per annum,
the detention program cost more
than the Commonwealth’s total aid
budget for the region in 2002/03.

Undeterred, Howard pre-
vailed and succeeded in getting an
Australian appointed head of the
Pacific Islands Forum, former diplo-
mat Greg Urwin, the PM’s favoured
“reform” candidate.

Howard marked the break
with tradition that came with the
appointment of an Australian by
letting loose a spray of criticism of
the failed and failing states of the
South Pacific. They’ll have to pool
their meagre resources in future and
do something about corruption, he
warned.

Spoiling the anti-corruption
sermon a little was the revelation
last week that three of the guards at
the Nauru detention camp have been
charged with drug offences and
removed from the island.

The Government has been very
active trying to plug other potential
sources of bad news for itself and
wealthy backers.

The cuts to the news and current
affairs activities of the ABC are one
glaring example.

Unfortunately for the
Government, the appointment
of David Knott to the chair of
the Australian Securities and
Investments Commission is draw-
ing to a premature end. It seems Mr
Knott is itching to return to private
enterprise from whence he came
and will leave his post at the end of
the year.
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Public meeting

Venezuela

Mr Knott will be leaving under
a bit of a cloud. It turns out that he At a cost Of
was partner to Ian Collie in the law S 130 million
firm Collie Knott & Co in the early
1980s when Mr Collie was involved per annum,

in a thriving tax avoidance industry.
Federal Treasurer Peter Costello
saw David Knott’s résumé, with the
regrettable involvement included,

the detention
program in

prior to his appointment two years Nauru cost
ago. The Treasurer stands by his

man, saying that he has done a first more than the
class job. Commonwealth’s

And so it goes on. The Federal
Government is persisting with its
hardline anti-people, pro-imperial-
ist drive with apparent impunity.
Sooner or later, however, its disre-
gard for the already low standards
of decorum of capitalist “democ-
racy” will throw too much fuel

total aid budget
for the region
in 2002/03.

on the already strong flames of
discontent. &
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When this current Federal Government makes public deni-
als you can be sure there’s something dirty afoot. Reports
keep cropping up that the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme
will be traded off in any free trade agreement with the US.
The Bush administration, on behalf of the transnational
drug companies, is pushing for the scheme to be scrapped
because it affects drug company profits, and we can’t have
that, can we? Then last week Health Minister Kay Patterson
came out and declared that “The PBS is not up for grabs”.
This denial followed the US Under-Secretary of Commerce
saying his government wants to “clean up the PBS” because
it is against the patent rights of US drug companies. Which
means the PBS is well and truly in the Government’s sights.

Denials also flew last week after SA Liberal member
Christopher Pyne, in an attack on the ABC, said the
only solution to the national broadcaster’s funding prob-
lems is to take advertising. Communications Minister
Richard Alston issued his denial saying that Pyne was just
raising commercialisation as an “idea”. The ABC’s charter
specifically bans it from taking advertising and the Howard
Government’s denial confirms that overturning that ban
is most definitely part of its strategy to destroy the ABC.

Last month the Federal Education Minister Bren-
dan Nelson released a report that looked at the
effect of the changes to higher education imposed by his
government, including increases increased HECS fees. It
painted a generally rosy picture. But the report was sexed
up by having adverse findings deleted from it. Nelson de-
nied he saw the report before it was published in July, and
— in a familiar tactic for the Howard Government — shifted
the blame for the deletions onto members of his department.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is the foreign editor of the
Australian newspaper, Greg Sheridan. Is Sheridan Australia’s
most high profile CIA agent since Vlad Petrov? In his column
last week he waxed lyrical about Richard Armitage (just plain
Rich to Greg), gushing about the US Deputy Secretary of
State’s “bull-like bulk” and “heavy shoulders”. Rich also has
“the body of an all-in wrestler” and the “heart of a lion”. It turns
out that Rich is “a great friend of Australia, having visited at
least once every year since 1967”. He told the fawning Sheri-

Alvaro Guzman: National Director of the Federation of Bolivarian Students
— hear how real social change is being made by working people

ADELAIDE: Wednesday 3rd September 7.00pm
Adelaide Community Centre 23 Coglin St, Adelaide (off Gouger St, near Central Market)

PERTH: Friday 5th September 7pm
Inglewood Community Centre 891 Beaufort St, Inglewood (cnr 10th Avenue and Beaufort St)

Entry: $8/6 All proceeds to cover tour costs For more information ring (08) 9218 9608

dan that “Because of the US relationship [Australia’s] standing
in Asia is enhanced.” Australia is a “global power with a global
role”, says Rich, who Greg says “is always urging Australia to
take a lead in Asia”. In fact, the further you go into Sheridan’s
column the more it becomes clear that Armitage is an architect
of Australia’s foreign policy — that as far as he and Sheridan
are concerned Australia is the de facto 51st State of the Union.
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On whose moral auth

Letter from a Cuban Five polltlcal prl'

Who has given the US Government moral authorlty to
create an opposition in Cuba? The following is a letter
written by René Gonzalez, one of the five Cuban political
prisoners in US jails, in response to the statement by the
Campaign for Peace and Democracy (CPD), denouncing
Cuba for the trial of the counter-revolutionaries that took
place on the island in March 2003. Joanne Landy headed
the CPD campaign against Cuba.

Dear Ms Joanne Landy

Being a Cuban revolution-
ary all of my life, having fought
in Angola against the South
African invasion and being, at
the present time, incarcerated
in a US federal prison for pro-
tecting the Cuban people from
the terrorist actions supported,
encouraged and silenced by the
United States Government, 1
hope that — if being progres-
sive is still to fight for a better
world — I might be entitled to
the benefit of being considered a
progressive person.

So, when I opened a magazine
called precisely, The Progressive,
and read an ad by the Campaign
for Peace and Democracy request-
ing signatures in order to condemn
Cuba for its alleged “repression
on dissidents”, I was, at best, in
disbelief.

I can’t imagine that somebody
can consider himself a progressive
person and then take at its word
the endemic slandering and lies of
the US media in regards to Cuba. It
would only take a little bit of intel-
lectual honesty and some research
to discover that the money to pay
“dissidents” is appropriated, overtly
and openly, by the US authorities
to be distributed through entities
like NED (National Endowment
for Democracy) and USAID among

whomever, on the island, decides to
make a living as a dissident.

Who gives any moral author-
ity to the American Government to
create a paid opposition in Cuba?
What international principle of law
applies to this behaviour? Since
when it is a role of a US diplomat
to tour the island organising the
“opposition” and giving out money?
Whoever, in his country, receives
money from a foreign power to
undermine his government, is con-
sidered a traitor, be it in Cuba or
in any other nation of the world,
including the United States.

These so-called “dissidents”
have — contrary to what appears in
the ad — all the right to express their
opinions in Cuba. All they have
to do is to stand up at a nomina-
tion meeting and explain to their
neighbours that they want to take
the country back to 1959, return
the Cuban land to the United Fruit
Company, recall the terrorists that
now live in Miami to the island and
give them their properties back, sell
the country to the transnationals and
become themselves the political
class who will take care of all those
people’s petty interests.

If their neighbours agree with
them they will be nominated. But
if they run into a revolutionary con-
stituency — and their neighbours are
committed to their country and sup-

port the government of the people,

for the people and by the people;

and having fought and died for their
society, don’t want to betray the
memory of the patriots who have
given their lives for the sovereignty
and independence of Cuba — no
“dissident” will be nominated nor
will he obtain any vote.

And if they don’t deserve the
confidence of their people, they
don’t have the right to go to the
American embassy — the last place
I would think of as a haven for
democracy — to find a source of
sovereignty that only lies in the
Cubans.

Cuba, for more than 40 years,
has faced a state of hostility and
war that has caused more than 3000
deaths and more than 2000 injuries
on account of terrorist and armed
actions carried out by traitors paid,
trained and supplied for by the US
Government.

Those mercenaries were dealt
with through the legal system.
They weren’t arbitrarily declared
“enemy” or “illegal” combatants,
or disposed of through a drone-
launched rocket so that Fidel could
pose to the cameras declaring them
“no longer a problem”, or subjected
to secret military tribunals, nor were
their families’ homes demolished by
the Cuban military.

They were given sentences
according to their involvement in
their terrorist activities instead of
the irrational punishment accorded
here to the Puerto Rican patriots,
just for their affiliation to a given
organisation, or the vindictive
treatment given to me and my co-
defendants for protecting Cuba from
those mercenaries who now, with
their money and connections to the

US administration, sponsor schemes
like the one of the “dissidents” or
encourage illegal immigration from
Cuba in order to justify the aggres-
sive policy against Cuba.

The Cuban people has had
no other option than to take their
losses and to keep building the
socialist society that so many have
fought for, leaving it to history to
judge us and relying on extreme
patience and enormous courage.
I don’t know how many real pro-
gressive people are adhering to this
campaign against Cuba, things here
being so relative that somebody can
be labelled as liberal just for eating
a hamburger with the left hand and
having grown up used to seeing
some, on TV, advertised as leftist
just because they are a little to the
left of George Wallace.

But I assume there must be
some genuine progressive people
among them; people who really care
about human rights and who honest-
ly believe in justice, misguided by a
perverse media which leaves them
without any other reference when
it comes to knowing what happens
around the world.

To these people I want to say
this: Consider for a moment the
awesome power accumulated by
the US imperialist government.
Consider the enormous sense of
impunity that right now can be felt
by these people who just accom-
plished a war of aggression defying
the whole world, lying in front of
everybody like nobody did before
to justify it, creating a criminal and
illegal doctrine of pre-emptive war,
breaking any principle of interna-
tional relations in the process and
getting away with all of it.

Compare this overwhelming

In May, more than 120 trade union organi

power with the little island of Cuba
and it won’t be hard to see how
much damage this fascist establish-
ment can inflict on my country with
so little.

I’ve always had the best of
respect for the honest Americans
who, overcoming the immense
power of the most sophisticated
machinery of deception ever
designed, have been able to look
beyond all of that to have a view of
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Judith Le Blanc is a national steering committee
member of United for Peace and Justice and a
vice chair of the Communist Party in the USA. The
following is an excerpt of the speech she gave to the
2003 World Conference against A and H Bombs in

Anti-war protest in Los Angeles — Bush defied the will of the people

Japan earlier this month.

It fills my heart with hope to be with you at the 2003
World Conference against A and H Bombs. To meet with
the representatives of peace movements from here and
around the world is not only an honour, but also a new
opportunity to strengthen the movement for peace and
justice in the United States. “A Peaceful World Without
War and Without Nuclear Weapons” is possible!

In the fall of 2002, the American
people responded to the Bush
administration’s war drive with a
mass peace movement, not seen in
the country since the Nuclear Freeze
Movement of the 1980s. Our united
efforts did not stop this senseless,
illegal war, but it gave birth to new
levels of united political action by
millions of people.

Out of the struggle against the
Bush doctrine of pre-emptive war,
representatives of the peace, reli-
gious, labour, youth and student
movements, and communities of all
colours and nationalities founded a
new coalition: United for Peace and
Justice.

It is a coalition of over 600
organisations that represents
national peace organisations and
local groups that work every day
to improve the communities we live
in. But United for Peace and Justice
represents far more than these broad
organisations. Our coalition repre-
sents the emerging majority support
for peace, justice and democracy.

Our first national action
was to organise local actions on
December 10, 2002, International
Human Rights Day. Hundreds of
actions were organised. In New
York City, over 100 religious lead-
ers, Christian, Muslim and Jewish,
blocked the doors to the US mis-

@ "
sion to the United Nations and were
arrested.

Then we brought the call for
peace to New York — the city of
the September 11 attacks. Because
people had seen violence and acts
of terrorism with their own eyes, we
knew that the people of New York,
and our country, would stand up and
say no to war. The Bush administra-
tion knew as well. The city of New
York, under pressure from the White
House, denied demonstrators the
right to march.

Yet, the world was counting on
the American people to say no to
war. So together with peace move-
ments around the world, we went
ahead and called a national rally,
though denied the right to march, on
February 15 under the slogan: “The
World Says No to War”.

With meagre resources and the
power of conviction, United for
Peace and Justice helped organize
millions of people into the streets
of New York City, San Francisco
and in hundreds of towns and cities
across the US.

The New York Times on
February 16 declared the world
peace movement a new ‘“‘super-
power”.

But the Bush administration
defied the rising democratic upsurge,
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world events that pays homage to
this country.

It takes a lot of intelligence,
curiosity, courage and, above all, a
lot of sensitivity. I want to appeal
to that sensitivity and, with all my
respect, invite you to think of this:
It was one thing to be a Roman citi-
zen, with all privileges accorded to
full citizenship, discussing democ-
racy and liberty in the senate or on
the streets of Rome; and another

sations at an international meeting called on the relaease of the Five

thing, completely to be fighting for
that democracy and that liberty, in
the field, against all odds, under the
siege of Pompeii legions, defend-
ing your very life together with
Spartacus.

Very truly yours

Rene Gonzalez Sehwerert

Federal Correctional
Institution

Edgefield, South Carolina &

I @
pushing ahead with its illegal war in
the face of world opposition. They
argued that there were weapons
of mass destruction that were an
immediate threat to the security of
the United States. That was a lie.
They linked al-Qaida with Saddam
Hussein. That too was a lie.

The Bush administration took
the real fears of the American
people and went to war. Now they
are sacrificing the lives of Iraqis
and US troops to satisfy their drive
to control that region of the world,
to take over Iraqi resources, and to
bring in US corporations to rebuild
the destruction they have created.
Millions of Americans, who may
have supported the war initially,
have realised that Bush and his
administration used every means
possible to manipulate public opin-
ion in support of war on Iraq.

United for Peace and Justice
recently convened its first national
assembly in June 2003 with over
500 delegates from 35 states. Our
assembly called for organising
against the occupation of Iraq and
Afghanistan, and strengthening
the movements for justice in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We are
organising to prevent pre-emptive
strikes against Syria, Iran, Cuba and
the Korean peninsula.

Our coalition takes a clear stand
against the Bush administration’s
new nuclear weapon posture, which,
for the first time since the bombing
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, makes
a first-strike nuclear attack as a
“legitimate” option. We call on the
US to return to compliance with the
ABM treaty and to put an end to
weapons in space.

We also continue to connect
the domestic economic crisis and
attacks on civil liberties to the right-
wing war drive abroad.

In the final analysis, the way to
break the Bush administration’s pre-
emptive, first-strike foreign policy
is by defeating Bush and the right
wing in the 2004 elections.

Without a strong and unified
movement involving a broad cross
section of the people, we will not
succeed. Without strong ties of
solidarity with the world peace
movement, we cannot succeed.

But, together a peaceful world
is possible.

People’s Weekly World, paper of
Communist Party, USA. &

For more info:
www.unitedforpeace.org

"W ehenk 1t bat sormeshing to do uneh your genome.

The British Government has become increasingly worried
by the stubborn resistance of the public to the concept of

genetically modified food.

by John Green

In an attempt to allay suspicion
that it has a closed mind on the
issue, it instituted what it called a
public debate.

It has been a peculiar public
debate with a suspiciously low pro-
file. I attempted to open its public
comment form to convey my con-
cerns on the official website, but
found it locked — so much for public
debate.

On Monday July 21, the
Government published its report,
written by its own appointed sci-
entists, which is a predictable
whitewash and a preparation of the
public for acceptance.

It is not surprising that there is
a lot of confusion and misinforma-
tion on this issue and this report will
merely serve to muddy the waters
further.

On plain simple fact is that the
main impetus to promote GM food
has come from one enormous US
owned multinational — Monsanto.

This company specialises in the
production and sale of agricultural
chemicals. It hit on the wonder-
ful idea using GM to create plants
that are super-resistant to its own
herbicides, allowing the latter to be
used in higher concentrations than
normal.

This would ensure that all other
non-resistant plants are killed. Not
content with this, it also commits
farmers throughout the world, once
they have signed up to use GM
seed, to buy their future seed crop
only from Monsanto, the monopoly
supplier.

By patenting the genetic codes
of hundreds of plants and animals,
as well as the introduced genetic
modifications, like a demonic god,
it takes control of our world.

Once opposition to this obscene
idea grew, Monsanto defended itself
by propounding its newly found
humanitarian ethos. GM foods
would solve the world’s hunger. It
damned all sceptics as backwoods-
men hindering progress.

Have you ever heard of a big

multinational interested in the
world’s poor and starving? No,

the motivation for GM food is the
greed for profit on a world scale,
irrespective of the human and envi-
ronmental costs.

The Government’s scientific
panel maintains, for instance, that
genetically modified food poses no
risk to human health.

It may be right, but what is
certain is that it can’t know this,
because no long-term monitoring
has or could have taken place. Of
course, you wouldn’t drop down
dead after eating a spoonful of GM
food, but it could have health impli-
cations over decades.

What we do know is that human
beings — and all other living things,
for that matter — have evolved a
bodily system that depends on
a finely balanced interaction of
minute amounts of synthesised
chemical substances derived from
our food.

We have developed specific
enzymes to help us digest food and
keep our body functioning. Any
significant alteration to our diets
or ingestion of even small amounts
of toxic substances can upset that
balance and cause functional break-
down.

GM modification is not the
same as selective breeding to
develop new crops or varieties — the
method used in the past.

GM involves the substitution of
normally occurring genes in a body
by others taken, invariably, from a
totally different species.

As it the big multinationals and
their paid scientists who are doing
most of this work, it can be guaran-
teed that their reasons for doing so
are hardly altruistic.

Maximisation of profit is what
they are seeking. It is this motive
that makes the whole process par-
ticularly dangerous, because plants
and animals won’t be bred to help
the starving or to save the environ-
ment, but to facilitate higher sales
and increase monopolisation of an
already centralised food market.

We already have convincing
proof that modern agricultural
methods, with their emphasis on
monocultures and extensive chemi-
cal spraying, have led to the absence
of plant and animal diversity in our
countryside and a poisoning of the
soil.

Many areas have already been
turned into graveyards where no
bird song is heard and few wild
flowers grow.

If Monsanto wins the GM
battle, this process will accelerate.
It is not only Monsanto but the US
Government itself that is now fight-
ing to gain worldwide acceptance of
GM foods.

At this very moment, Brazil,
one of the world’s largest producer
of soya beans, and the EU are being
put under tremendous pressure by
the US to accept GM food pro-
duction, as are India, Canada and
many other key food-producing
states. It knows that, if it can’t win
over these big players, its vision is
doomed.

Our government, which is
ostensibly there to protect our inter-
ests, is giving full tacit support to
the US in this battle and is willing
to sacrifice the health concerns of
its people on the altar of US capital.

The full nutritional and other
effects on humans and the environ-
ment are unknown and can only be
evaluated over a very long period,
but Monsanto is not prepared to
wait.

This is a battle like that before
it on nuclear power and radioactive
fallout. Just as then, there are sci-
entists who now tell us that it is all
perfectly safe and that we shouldn’t
WOITy.

We should worry and fight tooth
and nail against the licensing of GM
Crops.

We should also demand that our
government does more to encourage
organic farming and ensures that the
big supermarket chains stop driving
farmers into ever more intensive
farming methods with the overuse
of pesticides in order to supply their
shops with cheap, visually attrac-
tive, but poisonous products.
Morning Star, Britain’s socialist
daily. &

Have you ever heard of a big multinational interested
in the world’s poor and starving? No, the motivation
for GM food is the greed for profit on a world scale,
irrespective of the human and environmental costs.
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Trade unionists wage “Season of Stru

About 50 Texas trade unionists, fed up with pay cuts, givebacks,
and concessions, came to a Jobs with Justice workshop at the
recently concluded state AFL-CIO convention to make plans for
the upcoming “Season of Struggle”.

by Jeremy Ryan

The Season of Struggle consists
of three mass mobilisations that will
take place this fall (autumn): the
Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride,
the November 20-21 demonstrations
in Miami during the Free Trade of
the Americas Agreements (FTAA)
meeting, and the December 10
Human Rights Day actions aimed
at exposing the failures of the
business-dominated National Labor
Relations Board.

Mary Beth Maxwell, a national
leader of Job with Justice, told the
audience that the actions are being
called because “the law doesn’t
serve us. What we need is a huge
outcry from the community”.

The Immigrant Workers
Freedom Ride, which begins in late

September, is being called because
US law discriminates against immi-
grant workers, denying them basic
civil and human rights. Because
they lack legal protection, they
often must work for low wages with
no benefits, a situation that harms
the interests of all workers.

The Freedom Ride will demand
legalisation, family reunification,
and respect for worker rights with-
out regard to legal status. Legalising
undocumented workers will protect
their civil rights, especially their
right to join a union, and make them
eligible to vote, which will swell
the pool of potentially progressive
voters.

Paul Vasquez, national repre-
sentative in Texas of the AFL-CIO,
compared these freedom rides,

Canada

Don't use our pension

money against us
Unions tell OMERS, Borealis

Any attempt to use pension funds for a public-private partnership
(P3) redevelopment at the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health’s
Queen Street West facility would be a slap in the face to public sector
workers, says the Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE).

CUPE Ontario President Sid
Ryan called on Borealis Funds
Management Inc, which is partly
owned by the Ontario Municipal
Employees Retirement System
(OMERS), to stay out of public-
private partnerships in the health
care sector. CUPE members make
up almost half the active member-
ship of the pension plan.

“OMERS has handed its invest-
ment managers C$100 million of
our members’ own money, given to
OMERS in trust, to use against us”,
Ryan said. “These P3 schemes are a
scam designed to cut public sector
jobs and destroy collective agree-
ments.”

Public-private partnerships get
capital costs off government books
by having private companies build
facilities and lease them back to the
government. The private compa-
nies usually manage the buildings,
including maintenance and custodial
services.

OMERS?’ official policy is not to
invest in areas that could harm ser-
vices; however, it also agreed to set
aside C$100 million for investment
in hospitals.

Leah Casselman, President
of the Ontario Public Service
Employees Union (OPSEU) said
that a P3 proposal for the Centre
for Addiction and Mental Health is
a dismal failure, measured against
the Federal Government’s criteria
from the Industry Canada website,
scoring at most 1.5 out of 11. She
was horrified that workers’ pension
funds could be part of it.

“If you want to understand
perversion, think about this idea:
A pension plan takes your money,
invests it in a P3, which boots you
out of your unionised job, then hires
you back at 75 per cent of your

previous pay, no benefits and no
pension plan. And they say they are
doing this in your best interest! Now
that is perverse.”

“One thing we don’t want to
see is the contracting out of hospital
support services”, said Barb Wahl,
President of the Ontario Nurses’
Association (ONA). “Nurses do
not want to see patients put at risk
because of competition for con-
tracts. I shudder to think what might
have happened if the SARS-affected
hospitals had been privatised. What
masks and supplies would have
been available, and when?”

Despite the OMERS policy
against investing in areas that
would harm services, Borealis is
a preferred bidder for Brampton’s
William Osler Health Centre
redevelopment — a P3 that involves
services, Sid Ryan said.

Joint trusteeship of the OMERS
plan would be one way to ensure
that workers’ pension monies are
not used against them, said Rhonda
Kimberley-Young.

“We know how important joint
trusteeship is from our fight to
get some control of the Teachers’
Pension Plan”, she said. “It’s time
to take OMERS out of the control
of the provincial government and let
the members have a say.”

“Joint trusteeship will mean
bringing union values to OMERS
investing”, Ryan agreed. The other
way to protect pension monies and
jobs is to defeat the Tories in the
next provincial election, he added.

“Ontario needs a government
that recognises its responsibility to
provide quality public services in a
way that provides value to taxpayers
and protects jobs”, he said.

Canadian Union of Public
Employees &

which will begin in different cities
across the country and end up
together in Washington DC and
New York in early October, to the
Freedom Rides of the 1960s when
African Americans and their sup-
porters rode through the South
challenging Jim Crow laws. “We
have the opportunity to be part of
another historic event”, Vasquez
said.

A Freedom Ride bus will leave
Houston on September 26 and begin
its journey eastward. Another one
originating in Los Angeles will
make stops in El Paso, San Antonio,
Austin, and Dallas. Support ral-
lies will be held in all these cities.
Workers at the workshop signed
pledge cards and began making
plans to build local rallies.

On November 20-21, finance
ministers from all over the Western
Hemisphere will meet in Miami to
discuss the Free Trade Agreement
of the Americas. The FTAA would
extend the protocols of NAFTA
throughout the hemisphere, except,
of course, for Cuba. As one par-
ticipant put it, FTAA is NAFTA on
steroids.

Jobs with Justice and the AFL-
CIO will be in Miami to tell the
ministers and the world, “No to
FTAA” because FTAA will spread
the job losses and community devas-
tation caused by NAFTA throughout
Central America, South America,
the Caribbean. The US Jobs with
Justice and the AFL-CIO will be
holding mass demonstrations in
Miami during the sessions, and sup-
port demonstrations will take place
in cities throughout the US.

Those in attendance at the
workshop filled out mock “No to
FTAA!” ballots, which along with
hundreds of thousands of others
will be presented to the ministers
in Miami.

I eII

The Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride will call for an end to
discrimination

The last event of the Season
of Struggle will be held on Human
Rights Day on December 10
when workers across the country
will confront the National Labor
Relations Board, which has become
so pro-business and anti-worker that
some have quipped that it should be
renamed the “National Anti-Labor
Union Board” (NLRB).

The message at these actions
will be that the government has
become the biggest obstacle to
workers joining unions and winning
collective bargaining rights.

The AFL-CIO and Jobs with
Justice will organise large, militant,
and non-violent actions to confront
the NLRB and its corporate masters.

Lay-offs, pay cuts, and the
bosses’ never-ending demand for
more worker concessions have
made the Season of Struggle nec-
essary. “The labour movement is
under attack”, said Rudy Anderson,
the Texas organiser for Jobs with
Justice at the workshop. “For us
not to realise that, we have to be
sleeping.”

People’s Weekly World &

Ireland

Thousands protest collusion

Several thousand people have taken part in a demonstration in
Belfast city centre against British security force collusion. It is the
first event of its kind in a growing campaign to learn the truth over
the death of Catholic civilians during 30 years of Troubles.

Marchers rallied to Belfast City
Hall. They want to know the exact
role of the British Government and
the security forces in collusion with
loyalist paramilitaries in civilian
killings.

Addressing the crowd, Sinn
Féin President Gerry Adams said
it was important for the peace pro-
cess that the issue was dealt with
honestly.

“For a very, very long time

collusion was explained away

that it was a few bad apples”,

he said. “It was not and it is

not and we have nobody more

senior than [Metropolitan Police

Commissioner] Stevens saying that

after 14 years and three enquiries.

So it is core to getting completion.”
Last April, the UK’s most senior

police officer said “rogue elements”

within the RUC and British army

in Northern Ireland helped loyalist

paramilitaries to murder Catholics
in the late 1980s.

The Metropolitan Police
Commissioner’s report into collu-
sion between the security forces
and loyalist paramilitaries also
found that military intelligence in
Northern Ireland helped to prolong
the Troubles.

“Sir John Stevens said infor-
mants and agents ‘were allowed
to operate without effective con-
trol and to participate in terrorist
crimes’”, said Gerry Adams.

Irish American Information
Service, a non-profit organisa-
tion providing political news from
Ireland. &

Fremantle

Learn more about the situation in Iraq

Kassim Aboud and Khalil Al-Bawi from the Iragi Communist Party will tell us
about the role playing by his party towards a democratic and sovereign state of Iraq.

Saturday 23rd August 2pm to 5pm
Norm Pickles Hall, MUA Building North Fremantle

Afternoon tea, questions and discussion. All proceeds to go towards a CPA sponsored hospital in Irag. This
activity has been organised by the WA Branch of the CPA.

The Iragi Communist Party was set up in 1934 when Iraq was a British protectorate. It played
a maijor role in the struggle for national independence in 1958. The ICP was the first to bring
out a newspaper on the streets of Baghdad immediately after the fall of Saddam Hussein. It
welcomed the end of the bloody barbaric and repressive regime and deplored all the tragedies
and the pain of the invasion and war that could and should have been avoided. It has meant
the loss of even meager tials of leaving, clean water, electricity, medicine and food.

For more info call Vic on 9337 1074 or Vinnie on 0419 812 872
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No inquest for Kelly?

Lord Hutton, who is conducting the inquiry into the death of
government weapons expert Dr David Kelly, last Wednesday
(August 13) announced that there would be no inquest into the
scientist’s death, the inquiry would be sufficient!

by Daphne Liddle

This can only heighten public
concern — expressed in every public
place and foreign media but scarce-
ly mentioned in the British media
— that Dr Kelly’s death may not be
suicide and there is a huge official
cover-up going on.

Surely it is most unusual in the
case of a sudden unexpected death
that the police do not seem to have
even considered the possibility of
murder — even if only to rule it out.

There are certainly many
questions unanswered about the cir-
cumstances of his death: he had no
real motive for suicide, having been
cleared of any misconduct. And if he
did want to kill himself, as a doctor
he had ample access to much easier,
less painful forms of euthanasia.

And as the Government’s senior
expert on the state of Iraq’s weap-
ons, he held a lot more information
he had not yet disclosed, that many
interested bodies might want to
keep secret.

But he is not the only one still
holding a lot of information embar-
rassing to Bush and Blair, that is yet
to come out.

The Hutton inquiry so far has
been hearing from the three BBC
journalists that Kelly spoke to,
voluntarily voicing his “substantial
unease” over the Government’s
dossier on Iraq’s alleged weapons of
mass destruction — used to persuade
MPs and some of the public to back
Bush and Blair’s illegal invasion of
Iraq.

The first was Andrew Gilligan,
who broke the story last May in
BBC Radio Four’s 7oday pro-
gramme that “an intelligence
expert source” had claimed that the
Government had “sexed-up” the
intelligence reports in the dossier to
make the case for war stronger.

In particular, this source (Dr
Kelly) had expressed concern over
the claim that Iraq could deploy

weapons of mass destruction within
45 minutes.

This was of course nonsense.
Any such weapons Iraq ever had
had were destroyed during the first
Gulf War and the extremely heavy
sanctions regime imposed by the
United States prevented any other
being made or brought into the
country.

But the Hutton inquiry dwelt
at length on whether Gilligan had
accused the Government of making
the 45-minutes claim knowing it to
be false, or simply knowing it to be
dodgy. We do know the Government
had been told the claim was uncor-
roborated.

The Government has made
much of slight word changes in
Gilligan’s first report compared to
later reports, although they are sub-
stantially the same.

Susan Watts, a journalist on
BBC Two’s Newsnight programme,
told the Hutton inquiry that Dr Kelly
had expressed the same doubts to
her — although she had dismissed
them as “gossip” until Gilligan
recognised their importance and
publicised them.

She also said that Dr Kelly
had mentioned Alistair Campbell
by name as being responsible for
the spin — though later he enlarged
on this by saying he blamed the
Number Ten press office, which is
headed by Campbell and who is
therefore responsible for everything
it does.

Watts produced an audiotape of
her telephone conversation with Dr
Kelly but Lord Hutton has banned
its publication — saying this would
be “insensitive”.

But there are plenty of other
revelations emerging outside the
inquiry and Blair’s position is being
increasingly questioned.

Rod Liddle, former editor of
the Today programme, has spoken
in support of Gilligan’s report in
an interview on Newsweek last

Tuesday and in last Wednesday’s
Guardian.

Similar

He claimed that four other
intelligence sources had expressed
similar criticism of the way the
Government had used information
they provided on Iraq’s weapons
capabilities.

Rod Liddle wrote: “Gilligan
reported the comments made to him
by Dr Kelly, all of which have since
been corroborated by other security
service personnel”.

As we suspected, Dr Kelly was
not the BBC’s only source of infor-
mation on the “sexed-up dossier”.
Hence the BBC’s decision to stand
by its reports, even in face of threats
to its independence.

It is apparent that some ele-
ments within the intelligence
services are not at all happy over
the Government decision to invade
Iraq and are using some journalists
in the BBC to express their serious
misgivings.

The head of MI6, Sir Richard
Dearlove, a week ago announced
his intention to resign from his post
next year, although he had been
expected to serve for another two
years.

The Government claims this
has nothing to do with Iraq but few
believe it. There is a danger that he
could be replaced by a Blair crony
— but Blair is unlikely to survive as
Prime Minister that long.

The war within the ruling class
is intensifying. The BBC journalists’
reports to the Hutton inquiry have
certainly undermined Campbell’s
position. But if Blair sacks him,
he no doubt could reveal a lot of
embarrassing information on Blair.

The questions we must raise are:
if the dodgy dossier was not “sexed
up” why cannot the Government not
now reveal the reports it was based
on and prove their point? Why is
there no proper public inquiry into
the dossier? And why is there to be
no proper inquest on Dr Kelly?
New Worker, paper New
Communist Party Britain &

Israeli firm wins public
telephone contract in Irag

Iridium Satellite Israel is supplying Iraq with public telephones
worth $4-5 million. The global satellite voice and data communication
provider was authorised last month by the office of the Coalition
Provisional Authority (CPA) to sell its mobile satellite communications
services, subscriber terminals, and related equipment in Iraq.

According to CEO of Iridium
Satellite Israel, Ami Schneider, the
order was placed by a Jordanian
company. The company also plans
to market several thousands of
mobile telephones in Iraq.

Israel’s Minister of Finance
Benjamin Netanyahu signed a
general permit late last month
authorising trade with Iraq. The
new agreement normalises com-
mercial and financial ties between
the two countries, marking Israel’s
recognition of Iraq as a hostile-free
nation.

Israeli companies can now
trade and invest in US/British
occupied Iraq without facing any
sanctions from the government. A
group of Israeli industrial repre-
sentatives reportedly made a trip
to Baghdad in June in order to seek

out business opportunities related
to the reconstruction effort.

Iridium Satellite Israel is a
subsidiary of the privately held
corporation Iridium Satellite. The
company acquired the assets of the
Iridium company in December of
2000. It is a provider of global sat-
ellite voice and data solutions with
global coverage.

Through a constellation of 66

low-earth orbiting (LEO) satellites
operated by the Boeing Company,
Iridium delivers communication
services to and from remote areas
where no other form of communi-
cation is available.

Iridium currently provides
service to the US Department
of Defense under a multi-year
contract. Iridium Satellite Israel
is owned by Iridium Satellite
Solutions’ regional operators in
Turkey, Greece, Cyprus, Eastern
Europe, and East Africa, and a
group of investors headed by
Schneider.
www.menareport.com &

Melbourne
Rally for Refugees

Tampa Day 2003

Friday 29th August 5:30pm
State Library, Swanston Street, Melbourne

Australia Asia Worker Links
PO Box 264 Fitzroy, Victoria 3065
Web: www.aawl.org.au

INTERNATIONAL

David Kelly

Global briefs

FRANCE: More than 100,000 people came to southern France
last week for an “anti-globalisation Woodstock” in preparations
for further actions at the WTO talks in Mexico next month.
The protest was led by anti-globalisation farmer Jose Bove.

BRITAIN: The inquiry into the death of weapons expert David
Kelly has been told by the BBC reporter whose story exposed
the lies in the Blair Government’s report on Iraq’s weapons,
that Dr Kelly had told him most British intelligence experts were
unhappy with the government’s weapons dossier. “Saddam
Hussein’s weapons program was small. He couldn’t have killed
very many people even if everything had gone right for him”, the
reporter said reading from the notes of his interview with Kelly.

USA: The Pentagon has renewed contacts with an Iranian ex-
ile who was a central figure in the notorious Iran-Contra affair.
Manucher Ghorbanifar, a CIA recruit, was one of the organisers
of the Reagan administration’s secret arms-for-hostages deal
with Iran in the 1980s, from which money was funnelled into
covert arms shipments for US-backed contras trying the over-
throw the Sandinista Government in Nicaragua. It has been
revealed that Ghorbanifar attended a series of meetings in an
undisclosed European country with US Defence Department
officials not long after the September 11 attacks in New York.
When asked to explain the meeting, Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld said, “People come in offering suggestions or infor-
mation or possible contacts, and sometimes they’re pursued”.

AFGHANISTAN: NATO has taken over the command of the
occupation forces in the capital Kabul, its first such operation
outside of Europe. Afghanistan’s US-backed President Hamid
Karzai said he wanted the “NATO mandate” extended to the
rest of the country, a move that would require an estimated
10,000-12,000 more troops. The handover was attended by
Karzai, German Defence Minister Peter Stuck and NATO’s
supreme allied commander of Europe, General James Jones.

IRELAND: Northern Ireland police have warned Sinn Féin
President Gerry Adams that he is a target for assassina-
tion by dissident republicans, saying they have intelligence
that his life is in danger. “We take all threats seriously”, said
a Sinn Féin spokesman. “But this will not deflect Gerry Ad-
ams from his role in pushing forward the peace process.”

IRAQ: Scores of unemployed Iragis have vowed to maintain
a vigil outside the US headquarters in Baghdad in the most
serious protest so far against the starvation conditions which
hundreds of thousands are living under. Led by the Union of
Unemployed in Iraq, the protestors are determined to remain
where they are until they win concessions. The US occupi-
ers have refused to discuss their demands, which include
a $US100 a month benefit for the jobless and schemes to
help them get back into work. Soon after the vigil began sol-
diers made an early morning raid, arresting 20 protestors.
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ACTU Congress:
business as usual or
a historic moment

Australian society in the three
years since the last ACTU
Congress has experienced a
number of upheavals which have
had a profound impact on the
lives of the working classes.

We have had a decrease in real
wage levels for most workers and
an increase in the rates of casual
and part-time work leading to a rise
in the phenomenon of the work-
ing poor, an increase in the use of
technology and the movement oft-
shore of much production of goods
and provision of services leading
to many jobs being eliminated

altogether and a decrease in the
access to and quality of many gov-
ernment services including health,
education, Medicare, employment
and welfare.

These phenomena occur as an
indirect result of the widening and
deepening crises inherent in the
capitalist mode of production and
while most of the union movement
may look to the continued pros-
perity of the capitalist system to
provide benefits for the workers, it
is a misguided belief as dependence
on capital will only aggravate their
economic and social circumstances
rather than enhance them.

The task of this ACTU Congress
should not be solely to look for
benefits for its members from the
operation of the present system by

Eurek@ Books

A Great Discovery!

The BEST books on:
Globalisation

Social & International issues
Alternative Medicine
Alternative Politics
Environment

Planet Ark products

Gender issues
Martial Arts

BOOK SALE 10 - 30% OFF THRU' AUGUST

Best range of political F@#K YOU tee shirts

PLUS Best International & Australian Fiction and
Non-Fiction/Contemporary Non-Mainstream Writers

Stupid White Men...

81 Enmore Road, Enmore NSW 2042

(300 metres from Newtown Station)

9557 2701 or info@eurekabooks.net.au
www.eurekabooks.net.au

seeking to improve relationships
with this or that reformist politi-
cal party, changes to labour and
industrial relations laws, developing
more flexible working arrangements
with the captains of industry and
otherwise tinker at the edges at the
current arrangements for the exploi-
tation of the workers by the capital
owning and ruling classes.

While capital could in the
past pass on significant gains to
the working classes, it never gave
anything away unless it was in
tune with its own internal logic of
expansion, the workers and their
representative organisations, which
at the highest level include the
ACTU, should realise that there are
very few gains or concessions for
the working classes to be wrought
from the operation of the present
system.

The delegates to the ACTU
congress can therefore choose to
roll over for the captains of industry
and their lapdogs in the Australian
Labor Party as they usually do, or
they can show they have the will to
undertake the historical acts neces-
sary to transcend the rule of capital
which threatens to destroy the liveli-
hoods of Australian workers and the
society and environment in which
we live.

Let us not have another three

years of business as usual, ineffec-
tual links with reformist political
parties and the Prime Minister and
his cronies escaping the sharpest
possible criticism for the way he has
trampled over the will of the people
on domestic issues and compro-
mised our sovereignty and integrity
on international issues.
Richard Titelius
Ballajura, WA

Bomb conspiracy?

In the context of a world-wide,
maximum alert against al-Qaida,
and a heightened, Indonesian
alert against Jamiah Islamiah,
which is especially concentrated
in Jakarta, and extra specially
concentrated on buildings like
the Marriott Hotel, where a lone
driver pulls up in the middle of
the bright day, parks a van in
front of the Marriott Hotel, and
is blown up with the van and the
hotel — how could a lone driver, in
a van, be allowed to get so close
to the hotel?

Yet the Indonesian police are
able, three days later, to say that it
might have been “so and so”, who
we recorded on a phone promising
to be a martyr for the cause.

Sydney
Parramatta Peace Group

Forum: Palestine Update
“Road Map — Path to peace or a dead-end?”

Wednesday 27th August 6.30pm
“1st Floor Parramatta Mission
Rear 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta

Speaker Rihad Charida
Actively Radical TV Presentation
Admission by donation More info: 9673 2545

So they’ve verballed the pieces
of the dead man, and already alibied
themselves to counter any demands
for an investigation into secret,
police collusion in these catastro-
phes, for political ends.

Denis Kevans
Wentworth Falls, NSW

The big sell-out

With everyone always having
many things to do, how often
we pass by the really big issues
affecting us all, like the GST
tax proposals, so we now pay
continually on purchases and
services.

So watch out now on John
Howard’s latest big confidence
trick, his misnamed “US Free Trade
Agreement”.

If anyone is so naive as to
believe that there can really be “free
trade” between their huge monopoly
industries and our smaller economy,
their banks, or their highly sub-
sidised agriculture and ours
subsidy-free?

And there’s films, TV programs
and book publishing, not to mention
military bases on our soil — all up
for grabs by the greatest power on
earth.

Already our Doctors’ Reform
Society has warned of tripling costs,
based on US prices, for medicines
covered by our PBS, if the huge
American drug companies are
allowed to move in.

And does anyone recall any
“mandate” given to the Government
to sell us out this way?

So readers beware, and make
your voices heard while you can.

Ken O’Hara

Unemployment Networking

Gerringong, NSW

Culture
& Life

Hunting Bambi

Last week I wrote about hunting
grizzlies, oryx and foxes. This
week, it’s hunting women.

by Rob Gowland

Debauched? Decadent?
Depraved? Yes, I certainly think so.

But a guy in the US has got up a
web site, “HuntingForBambi.com”,
that promotes hunting naked women
as a sport.

The web site is apparently
aimed at well-heeled males. It is
also an extension — some would say
a logical extension — of the paintball
war-games craze (in which junior
executives in search of something
more interesting than sales get to
dress up in military fatigues and
shoot at one another with guns
firing paintballs).

HuntingForBambi.com offers
the opportunity, for US$10,000,
to stalk nude women through the
woods and shoot them with a paint-
ball gun. What a jolly idea.

Paintballs are fired at an esti-
mated 300 kilometres an hour.
Presumably alarmed at the potential
for injury, bad publicity and possible
lawsuits arising from this nude ven-
ture, Brass Eagle Inc, the world’s
largest paintball products manufac-
turer, spoke against the hunts.

Brass Eagle warned that women
who agree to be hunted “run the
danger of injury”. Rather a coy
statement that sounds like they ran
it past their lawyers first.

The creature behind this
decadence, one Michael Burdick,
proudly defends the women’s lack
of any protective clothing (they are
allowed to wear only sneakers): “I
don’t go deer hunting and see a deer
with a football helmet on so I don’t
want to see one on my girl either.”

Burdick’s company is called
Real Men Outdoor Productions, Inc.
It also markets a video of combat-
dressed hunters chasing various
naked women through the woods
(presumably the sort of thing “real
men” like to dream about).

Americans are used to all
manner of sick and depraved
“entertainments” being offered
on video and cable. (For tame but
nevertheless bizarre entertainment,
have a look at Naked News on
Foxtel some night, or one of those
gun-nut videos of voluptuous babes
in skimpy bikinis shooting off large
and very powerful guns in the
desert. Weird.)

But the “sport” promoted by
“HuntingForBambi.com” shocked
even US observers. The ramifica-
tions in a country where violence
against women is rife were obvious.

At first it was believed the
whole thing must be an elaborate
publicity stunt to promote the
video from Real Men Outdoor
Productions. But after Burdick
had been interviewed by several
prime-time news programs, some of
which ran clips from alleged “actual
hunts”, it became clear that, after
this kind of publicity, if no such
hunts had actually been available
before, they would be now.

The US ruling class operates
on the divide and rule principal: it
assiduously works to set — and keep
— white against black and Latino,
men against women and young
against old.

Every night on US television,
women will be stalked, trussed up,

threatened, humiliated, tortured,
incarcerated or murdered. Often, all
of these in the one program.

Women have poorer job pros-
pects than men and are encouraged
to have a low image of their own
self-worth. With rampant unem-
ployment and few opportunities for
satisfying, meaningful work, it’s
not surprising that large numbers
of women end up in the so-called
“adult entertainment industry”.

Strip clubs, lap dancing bars,
porno movies and prostitution may
be demeaning and worse, but they
do pay the rent. Burdick’s outfit
apparently pays between one and
two thousand dollars for a woman
to be the “prey” in one of their
“games”.

The hunts take place at various
undisclosed locations in southern
Nevada. Activists for women’s
rights, outraged that something so
degrading and violent can be openly
marketed, point out that Nevada
already has the fourth highest rate
of violence against women of any
US state.

But for Burdick, the storm of
controversy only provided publicity
of the type “you can’t buy”. He says
business is booming and there are
apparently entrepreneurs in other
countries anxious to do a deal with
him to market the “game” in their
territories.

Once again, the lure of the
dollar helps spread US “culture” to
the world.

“Follow your dream”

US culture in its least cultured
form was also on view on Australian
television earlier this month:

On Saturday, August, the ABC
ran a program in its Famous Faces
slot on the entertainer Madonna.
Nothing wrong with that, of course.

As a famous singer, Madonna

is a worthy subject for a television
program. The program in Famous
Faces however was not about her
music; it was about her money.

Titled Madonna's Millions, it
revealed that she earns US$6000 for
every minute of her music used on
television programs, so not surpris-
ingly she has a fair bit of the ready.

She lives in an apartment that
cost her US$8 million. Together
with her business advisers, manag-
ers, collaborators and publicists, she
keeps a tight reign on her image, her
music and her money.

She is in her own person a
business operation — in fact a big
business operation. But her fortune
is wildly out of proportion to her
actual worth as an artist.

There are many singers, of
many different types of music, who

are as deserving as Madonna to be
highly regarded for their artistry and
talent. Only capitalism so distorts
cultural values that an artist can
leap to the front rank largely on the
strength of wearing her underwear
on the outside.

Pop icons are important to capi-
talism: they divert the attention of
the masses from pressing issues that
could arouse their ire if examined
too closely, and they serve to sustain
the fiction that anyone can succeed
under capitalism. All you need is
to “follow your dream”, work hard,
have faith in God and with luck
you’ll make it.

Look at Madonna: came to
New York with $35 in her pocket
and lived in an apartment that was
more like a squat. See, capitalism
works. &
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Written, directed and produced
by Albert Koomen, The Sunshine
Club (ABC 3.35pm Sunday) is an
engaging look at a little seen part
of the culture of our country.

During the post-war years of the
1940s and ’50s, when Aboriginal
people and “half castes” living in
Darwin suffered under curfews
and other restrictions imposed
under the Aboriginals Ordinance,
the AHPA (Australian Half Caste
Progress Association) held weekly
fund-raising dances at The Sunshine
Club in a decommissioned Army
barracks.

The many amateur musicians
who played for the Sunshine Club
blended the “Rondalla” tradition of
stringed bands from the Philippines
with Malay and Islander music
from the Torres Strait, as well as the
popular country blues music of the
time (a legacy of the many US ser-
vicemen in the area during the War)
that Aboriginal people had readily
adopted as their own.

Subtitled Days Of Old Darwin,
Koomen’s modest little film covers
a concert during last year’s Festival
of Darwin that brought together
nearly 70 performers, including
musicians and dancers (most well
into their 70s), to revive the era of
The Sunshine Club.

They were watched by an
enthusiastic audience of about
9000 people, who saw a marvel-
lous fusion of cross-cultural trends
(how did the hula come to Darwin,
for heaven’s sake?) and further evi-
dence that racism is not inherent in
people but has to be taught.

ldness (ABC 9.25pm
Sunday) is a study of the
work of two of Australia’s greatest
wilderness photographers, whose

work has become synonymous with
campaigns to protect Tasmania’s
natural heritage.

Written and directed by Scott
Millwood, the program traces the
photographic campaigns of Olegas
Truchanas and Peter Dombrovskis,
especially Truchanas’ unsuccess-
ful efforts to save Lake Pedder
and Dombrovskis’ magnificent
photographs of the Franklin River
that were used to spearhead the suc-
cessful national campaign to save it
from a similar fate.

Their philosophy was simple
and remarkably effective — if people
could see the beauty of Australia’s
wild places then they may be moved
to protect them. They may also be
encouraged to understand the true
value of the world around them.

Wildness brings together over
300 of their photographs with archi-
val film and stunning contemporary
footage.

he Australian-made docu-

mentary series A Case For
The Coroner, screening in the
Reality Bites slot (ABC 8.00pm
Tuesdays), makes police and
courtroom drama series look just
so phony.

It’s not the “plots” or the natu-
ralistic “acting”, it’s the palpable
awareness that some of the witness-
es are lying, but you can’t be sure
just who and to what extent. You
become aware watching the pro-
gram just what a complex task an
inquest is, and how much depends
on the experience and personality of
the coroner.

The first two episodes deal with
the inquest of State Coroner John
Abernethy into the death from a
heroin overdose of a 14-year-old
girl, Amber Syewart in Armidale in
March 2000.

Watching the questionning of
the witnesses, it seems obvious
that Amber, an angry tearaway who
would have been the despair of any
parent, was turned into a junkie by
her 27-year-old “boyfriend” who
then pimped her to pay for his habit
as well as hers.

But the program also makes it
clear that suspicion is one thing;
certainty is another.

This 1is genuine ‘reality
television” that has been exception-

ally well photographed and edited.
It deserves to be widely seen.
talyst (ABC 8.00pm
Thursdays) has a couple
of interesting items on it this week.
One of them deals with the dangers
inherent in releasing genetically
engineered viruses out into the
environment.

It seems Australian scientists
have come up with GM viruses that
they believe will provide a humane,
self spreading means of controlling
some of our worst pests — mice,
foxes and rabbits. The trouble is,
Australia isn’t the only country
that’s created a GM virus.

In Spain, where they breed
rabbits for food, they’ve also devel-
oped a rabbit virus — to act as a
vaccine against the rabbit killers .
In New Zealand, they’re working on
a genetically modified organism to
eradicate possums.

What if these viruses got here,
or our virus got there? Have we
tried to solve a local problem, only
to create a global one?

In the second story, Californian
inventor Paul Moller is trying to
solve the traffic problem, not by
developing faster, cheaper more
comfortable public transport but by
developing the flying car.

He’s already built a prototype of
his Skycar which he’s about to put
through the aviation approval pro-
cess. He’s already taken 90 orders
and deposits!

Apparently the air-borne traf-
fic jam that opens every episode of
Matt Groening’s cartoon series set
in the far future, Futurama, is not
that far in the future after all!

he Channel 4 documen-

tary Torso In The Thames:
Adam’s Story, screening on True
Stories (ABC 10.00pm Thursdays),
is another, more conventional
example of reality television. But
its matter-of-fact style belies its
horrifying subject matter or the
implications of its investigations.

The torso that was found in the
Thames in September 2001 was
that of a six-year-old black boy. His
head, arms and legs had been cut off
and the blood drained from his body.
Incongruously, a pair of new shorts
had then been placed on his body,
before it was thrown in the river.

Sydney

The other September 11th — Chile 1973

The Sydney Committee meets at 7pm on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month
at the CFMEU, 12 Railway Street, Lidcome.

The following activities have been planned:

Protest rally: 5pm, September 11th, Sydney Town Hall Square, marching to US consulate
Film evening: 7.30pm, September 11th, Valhalla Cinema, Glebe

Solidarity concert: 7.30pm, September 13th, Marrickville Community Hall, 142 Addison Road, Marrickville
Cost of entry: $15 (concession $10, children free)
A special guest from Chile will be attending, with Jeannie Lewis
and many other Australian and Latin American artists performing.

For more info contact

the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union
on 9746 0400 or visit: www.theotherseptember11chile1973.net
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The program follows one of the
most challenging murder investiga-
tions ever mounted by London’s
Metropolitan Police. The program
reveals some astonishing scien-
tific skills within forensic research
institutes.

By analysing food residues in
the child’s bones, they are able to
tell what part of Africa he came
from. By analysing his skin, they
can tell how recently he arrived in
Britain.

And by going to Nigeria they
discover that Nigerian police
investigate three ritual slayings of
children every week.

In destitute villages, people
with neither education nor hope, see
little advantage in following modern
ideas. So although child sacrifice is
banned, they still look to gods and
ancestors for help in their lives.

And to be effective, that process
requires blood sacrifice. Since the
program was made the police have
arrested 21 people in connection
with his murder. No doubt there will
be a sequal.

But they are painfully aware
now that Adam’s death is but a drop

Dr Jo Duflou, Duty Pathologist — A Case For The Coroner

WORTH WATCHING

A

in a bucket, as poverty and accom-
panying ignorance and desperation
result in the murder of hundreds of
small children every year.

Be An Animal is introduced

and narrated by David
Attenborough. The ABC is show-
ing it in their Richard Morecroft
Goes Wild slot (ABC 6.30pm
Saturdays) so by the time it
goes to air it will probably have
acquired an additional introduction
from Morecroft.

How this “doubling up” of pre-
senters helps to improve a wildlife
program is quite beyond me. Do
they really believe that we won’t
watch wildlife programs from other
countries unless thay are introduced,
however cursorilly, by a local
“name”?

This one is a disappointing
attempt to interest young people in
the mechanics of wildlife (how do
animals escape — or fail to escape
— from predators) by re-enacting
various real life hunts as video
games.

It was too gimmicky for me and
soon palled, but younger viewers
might find it more gripping. &

Sydney

Politics in the Pub

Every Friday night 6pm — 7.45pm
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills

(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)
Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

August 22

GOVERNMENT BY DECEIPT: CORE LIES
Andrew Wilkie, Former Senior Intelligence Analyst;
Ghassan Hage, Assoc Professor Anthropology, Uni of Sydney

August 29
THE POLITICS OF CARE: MENTAL HEALTH & CHILD WELFARE
Dr Arthur Chesterfield-Evans, Australian Democrats MLC
& member Legislative Council Select Committee on Mental Health;
Jane Woodruff, Chief Executive Officer, Burnside

The Gaelic Club, like all clubs, is required to have non members sign in.
To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.

Ing: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737,
jol@pnc.com.au PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554

www.politicsinthepub.org

THE GUARDIAN August 20 2003 11



GUARDIAN

THE WORKERS’ WEEKLY
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA

Depleted uranium, bombing
practice & Sea Swap In WA

The Guardian spoke to Edith Jameson of the Fremantle Anti-Nuclear
Group (FANG) about the US military’s activities in WA.

% What is Sea Swap?

The Government describes Sea
Swap as simply being the transfer
of US naval crew in ports outside of
America. Now basically that means
flying an entire ship’s crew to either
Fremantle or Darwin ... Singapore
is another port that they have set up
to use for this purpose.

The ship lands there and they
then do a hand over to another crew
combined with R & R. Sometimes
a small amount of maintenance is
done but it is essentially to change
OVer crew.

So one crew flies in and another
flies out and then the ship goes on
its way. The purpose of this to save
time and a hell of a lot of money — |
think it’s about $9 million they save
by doing it at a sea port located in
the Indian Ocean area or near South
East Asia, rather than sailing all the
way back to Hawaii or San Diego
and the like.

* When you say the
Government describes it as simply
being a transfer, are you suggest-
ing that there is a bit more to it?

Well, yes. A State Member
of Parliament for the Cockburn
area, Mark McGowan, compiled
a very comprehensive report. The
Cockburn area is the area where
they are coming.

He went to America to talk up
the idea of Sea Swap with the US
Navy and actually laid on the table
offers to use the Lancelin Training
Area while they are here. That is
actually an Australian Defence
Force Training area. They are invit-
ing the US to use that in addition to
swapping crews.

There is a difference when the
US use it to when the Australia
airforce uses it in terms of accidents
and misuse of machinery, pollution
and so on.

% What sort of training do
they do there?

It is mainly bombing practice
and it’s a combination of bombings
from fighter jets and shells from
ship bombardments, smoke mark-
ers, and so on.

When the USS Abraham
Lincoln used it in January, and the
Constellation earlier this month,
they promised that they weren’t
using live fire. But Doug Rokke, a
former US General and expert on
depleted uranium (DU), observed
that that is highly unlikely.

We can expect them to use

anything that they are going to use
in combat as live fire. He suggested
that it was very likely that they
would end up testing DU shells
there.

The Government said that they
are not doing this, that this will not
happen.

Rokke drew our attention to
Okinawa in Japan, and cited the
fact that the US tested DU for 12
months in Okinawa before they let
the local government know that was
going on.

There are concerns that even
if the government tries to do the
right thing, that it might not know
the truth let alone be able to deal
with it.

% What sort of impact do
you think the testing will have at
Lancelin?

DU is not the only issue. There
is considerable information on the
impact live fire can have — the seep-
ing of toxic chemicals into the local
environment, and so on. There’s the
problem with unexploded ordinates
being left about; chemicals such as
lead are often found in those areas.

Lancelin is a fishing town with
a very successful lobster industry. It
could seriously threaten the industry
that the community relies on.

% There have been sug-
gestions that the US is going to
establish a base at Cockburn
Sound.

The Australian Government has
been very definite that they are not
going to establish a base there. It’s
more like a frequent port of call that
is strategically very important. They
would set up infrastructure and so
on.

The American arms manu-
facturing company Raytheon
recently decided to move from
Sydney to Cockburn, to the
Australian marine complex there.
They service the Collins Class
submarines and many of them are
housed nearby at HMAS Stirling.

US ships are only allowed to
be serviced by US companies. The
fact that Raytheon is setting up there
implies that there will an increased
amount of maintenance — more
ships — in the local area.

Most nuclear accidents happen
when maintenance is being done
on the ship. So we are going to have
an increased likelihood of a serious
incident.

Being a very strategic point for
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the USA, it might also become a
target.

Lancelin is a quiet town with a
significant fishing industry and it’s a
bit of a holiday spot and somewhere
to get away from it all. Having a live
firing range only eight kilometres
from housing really does disturb the
local residents.

* What do you say about
the government claim that it will
bring jobs?

There is no doubt that it will
bring a lot of money for the State,
but at what cost? Money isn’t every-
thing. We need to look at what we
have given up for that income.

We are looking at the big pic-
ture here. Imagine ten years down
the track, if Sea Swap is well and
truly entrenched, they might be
coming by every couple of months
for various work and doing a bit of
bombing practice ... the destruction
that could occur, especially if guide-
lines are not put in place.

They are also talking about
advantages to tourism. If Fremantle
is perceived as a heavily militarised
area with a strong US military pres-
ence, people would not see it as an
attractive place.

* What are the aims of
FANG’s campaign?

The aims are at two levels. One
is about communications. We want
the public to know what is taking
place, to be aware of it.

And we want the Government to
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be straight with us in terms of what
they have offered the US Navy here.
We want them to look at the issues,
to ensure that guidelines, restric-
tions and plans are put in place so
that the worst-case scenario does
not happen.

There are second level aims
which a lot of people have — they
don’t want it here at all. We want
to get rid of US dominance in the
world at large and we don’t want US
bases like Pine Gap and Sea Swap.

“WHAT ARE OUR LIVES
WORTH?”

(As part of the campaign FANG
produced copies of the US dollar
bill with pictures of Iraqi children
in place of George Washington’s
portrait with the question “What are
our lives worth?)

We actually had a lot of fun with
those dollar notes. We went down to
the docks to unwelcome one of the
ships coming direct from Iraq, one
of the first that had launched mis-
siles into Iraq.

We had this fantastic cruise
missile called “Lil” Johnny’s Joy”.
It was three metres long and took
four people to carry it. We walked
through the streets of Fremantle,
walking into every shop handing out
the dollar bills.

It was very effective. As 1
walked into the shops the people
saw the missile and the group of
people with the banners and won-
dered what was going on.

I gave them the dollar bills and
said, “Think about it”. It was very
effective.

There is one other point I would
like to make. We are not anti-
American. The group as whole is
not anti-American. We have serious
problems with some of the policies
which are being undertaken, but we
are not anti-American.

Part of our issue with Sea Swap
is the context, in which Australia is
partnering up with and becoming
an even closer ally with the US at
a time when they are going directly

FE WﬂﬂTH ?

There is no
way o peace.
Peace is the way.
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against the UN, and antagonising
Muslim people at large.

When the Abraham Lincoln was
here, while it got its deck resurfaced
they had bombing practice and then
went straight to the Gulf. To me that
is Fremantle participating in and
supporting what is essentially an
illegal and unjust war.

%* Can you tell us about
FANG?

FANG has been operating since
1999. 1t is a very fluid group. We
are not highly structured and we
like to keep it that way. It works in a
very flexible manner.

It is made up of a group of
people that vary from six or seven
at one time to several hundred
involved at times in various capaci-
ties. It was formed in regard to
the nuclear issue, and the US and
French ships that were visiting
Fremantle.

It also works on Jabiluka and
has done so with Pine Gap.

People take on whatever aspects
that they like according to their
philosophy. When there’s not a lot
going on we all get on with our lives
and come back together when there
is an issue.

% What can people do who
want to join the campaign?

They can visit our website for
more information. You can sign
up to an email group which is very
useful and keeps you in touch with
everybody. You can sign up on the
website.

We have meetings in Fremantle
every Wednesday at 7pm at a small
shop we have in Fremantle Mall.
Anybody is welcome to attend. We
welcome everybody’s input. &

FANG is looking for more
help from individuals
and other organisations
around Australia. It is not
just a Fremantle issue.
The website address is:

www.seaswap.org
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