
Hiroshima Never Again
Stop US “usable” nukes

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA       August 6 2003   No.1149  $1.50  THE WORKERS’ WEEKLY  ISSN 1325-295X

by Denis Doherty

One Hiroshima 
Story

On the morning of August 
6, 1945, a ten-year-old boy in 
Hiroshima was chided into doing 
his chore of cleaning the basement 
of his house. He heard the drone 
of a B29 and the air raid siren but 
took no notice as he was used to 
this. He reluctantly went down 
into the basement and closed the 
trapdoor behind him. This was 
about 8 am.

Minutes later he felt the impact 
of the bomb that was dropped on 
the city at a time when most people 
were out in the open on the way to 
school or work. He emerged from 
the cellar to see that his world had 
been blown away. His family was 
vaporised, his house was rubble and 
his street was totally destroyed. He 
walked along what was left of the 
street towards the river and passed 
women badly burnt with skin 
hanging off them, holding babies 
who were in a similar state.

He noticed that all victims 
were calling out for water, a 
symptom of nuclear sickness. The 
need for water was so great that 
people were throwing themselves 
into the river. 

The story of Hiroshima was of 
a nuclear weapon, which used blast 
to obliterate a living and working 
city. Several days later Nagasaki 
was similarly blasted. The com-
bined death toll was over 200,000 
immediately with many thousands 
more dying slow and painful deaths 
in following years.

The total agony and misery 
cannot be calculated. The use of 
nuclear weapons is so inhuman, so 
monstrous.

The survivors of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki know that the bomb-
ing was unnecessary as the Allies 
had already won the war. The US 
dropped the bombs as a test, and 
as a demonstration and a threat to 
the world.

Use of nuclear 
weapons

After 1945, nuclear weapons 
were not used in war but in tests on 
indigenous lands, especially in the 
Pacific. These experiments caused 
many casualties which were also 
intergenerational, affecting children 
born of the contaminated.

Testing has revealed three main 
uses for nuclear weapons. They can 
provide the massive blast which, as 
at Hiroshima, destroys everything. 
They can be used to destroy living 
things and leave the inanimate 
untouched (“neutron” bombs). 
They can be used to create a 
massive electronic pulse which 
destroys all electronic equipment 
in the target area.

Now with the George W. Bush 
administration, “usable” or low-
yield nuclear weapons are being 
developed. On May 21, 2003, 
the US Senate approved the Bush 
administration’s moves to repeal 
the decade old ban on studying 
and developing “mini nukes” or 
“bunker busters”.

The Pentagon plans to use new 
nuclear weapons as ‘bunker busters’ 
and as battlefield weapons.

A bunker buster can only 
penetrate 33 feet or less into the 
earth and the blast cannot destroy 
chemical or biological stocks. 
Instead it will disperse those 
elements over a wide area causing 
massive casualties.

A bunker buster one-third the 

yield of the Hiroshima bomb will 
cause major radioactive fallout and 
kill people within a few kilometres 
of the nuclear blast.

“Initial tests of Sandia’s new 
earth-burrowing weapon, for 
example, show that it blasts only 
12 feet into concrete, not nearly 
deep enough to prevent deadly nu-
clear fallout”, says Robert Nelson, 
a physicist at Princeton University’s 
Program for Science and Global 
Security. “To completely contain 
a one-kiloton nuclear explosion, 
you would have to go at least 300 
feet.”

During debate on mini nukes, 
Senator Kennedy asked: “Is half 
a Hiroshima OK? Is a quarter 
Hiroshima OK? Is a little mushroom 
cloud OK? That’s absurd.”

Senator Feinstein pointed out: 
“The political effects of US pursuit 
of new nuclear weapons could well 
be to legitimise nuclear weapons, 
and US nuclear planning could 
serve as a pretext for other coun-
tries and, worse, terrorist groups 
… to build and acquire their own 
bombs.”

Communications 
for nuclear war

US planning for a pre-emptive 
nuclear strike includes developing 
communications systems that can 
survive a nuclear war.

The February 2001 Nuclear 
Posture Review included a man-
date for an “assured, survivable 
and enduring” communications 
network, one that would remain 
functional even after a full-scale 
nuclear attack.

Defense Department documents 
describe how the government is 
moving ahead with a number of 
new programs to that end, including 
a $200-million, eight-year effort to 
expand and streamline nuclear war 
planning. (William Arkin in Los 
Angeles Times, July 6, 2003.)

Moving Nuclear 
Weapons to Space

The first Gulf War, Kosovo, 
Afghanistan and the recent invasion 
of Iraq were all ‘space wars’. The 
US used its satellites to target, com-
municate, control and dominate.

And the US intends to maintain 
and expand its supremacy in 
space.

The US Air Forces’ Space 
Command describes its task as 
“dominating the space dimension 
of military operations to protect 
US interests and investments”.

Despite international agree-
ments against the weaponisation of 
space, Space Command intends to 
put nuclear powered laser weapons 
into space. American Professor of 
Physics Dr Michio Kaku describes 

these weapons as the equivalent of 
12 Chernobyls above us.

Space Command is continuing 
development of the US missile 
defence program (“Star Wars). The 
US plans to use space assets to fight 
and win a nuclear exchange. Using 
a pre-emptive nuclear strike, the US 
expects to destroy 95 to 98 per cent 
of enemy missiles and to deal with 
the remaining missiles through the 
missile defence “shield” as they 
approach continental USA. The 
US Government and its right wing 
think tanks believe this is the ‘win-
nable nuclear war’.

Australia’s role
The Howard Government’s 

complete political subjugation to 
the US is supporting this Doctor 
Strangelove scenario.

Australia provides facilities 
for US missile defence at the Pine 
Gap base near Alice Springs and 
now the US wants Australia to 
base interceptors and radar units 
on Australian soil and to build new 
RAN warships to work with the 
US Navy.

Asked if Australia was leaning 
towards becoming a partner in 
the controversial, expensive and 
still-experimental system, Defence 
Minister Robert Hill said: “The 
trend has been in that direction”.

continued page 2

As the 1945 US nuclear bombing of the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are commemorated this week, 
the threat of nuclear war has not receded. Instead the US 
Government is proposing to develop a new generation 
of nuclear weapons. The world is on the verge of a new 
nuclear arms race, more wasted resources, more poverty, 
more cuts to social services, more attacks on democratic 
rights, and the risk of more nuclear contamination for us 
all. Worst of all, current US military strategy plans for 
“usable” nuclear weapons. The risk of nuclear war and 
nuclear winter is with us again.
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by Peter Mac

The interview was aired on 
a recent edition of the ABC Four 
Corners Program. It revealed that 
Ruddock had taken a keen interest 
in a long series of investigations 
into alleged criminal behaviour 
by Robinson in the operations of 
ATSIC and the five Bidjara com-
panies.

One of these, a vehicle compa-
ny, is now in liquidation. The others 
concern legal services, media, hous-
ing and work-for the dole schemes. 

Despite long and intensive police 
investigations into these firms, so 
far no charges have been laid and 
no convictions recorded concern-
ing their operations or Robinson’s 
involvement with them.

Despite this, the Government 
recently transferred ATSIC fund-
ing powers (the little they had) to 
a new organisation, the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Services 
(ATSIS). During the interview, 
which took place last September, 
Ruddock stated to interviewer 
Michael McKinnon:

“I suppose I wouldn’t object if 
you asked me whether there were 
any concerns I had about issues of 
misbehaviour and my capacity to 
deal with them.”

In answer to his own, unprompt-
ed question, the Minister confirmed 
with a hearty laugh that he did 
indeed have concerns, and that he 
was seeking to “update” the defini-
tion of Commissioner misbehaviour, 
presumably to include some mis-
demeanour with which Robinson 
could be charged.

Concerning possible adverse 
reaction to his attitude on Robinson, 
Ruddock commented ironically: “I 
look after my friends”. He added, 
with another airy laugh: “It will 
probably blow me out of the water 
in the next day or so”.

Nine months later, however, the 
Minister is not laughing. The ALP 
has called for him to resign over 
his obvious bias in dealing with 
ATSIC in general and Robinson in 
particular. Democrats Senator Aden 
Ridgeway commented: “It appears 
that minister Ruddock has been 
using his time hunting indigenous 
leaders rather than applying himself 
to other more important issues in the 
portfolio.”

Robinson claimed that Ruddock 
had made a series of comments 
designed with a view to marshalling 
“maximum prejudice” against his re-
lection as ATSIC Deputy Chairman. 
He said that Ruddock had briefed 
journalists from the Brisbane 
Courier-Mail which ran a series of 
articles attacking Robinson. These 
articles led to the series of police 
investigations into his conduct.

ATSIC Chairman Geoff Clark 
declared that the tape recording 
constituted evidence of “a deliber-
ate campaign to undermine both the 
ATSIC leadership and the organi-
sation.”

Robinson has now stepped down 
as ATSIC Deputy Commissioner 
and as head of the Bidjara group, 
pending the outcome of the latest 
police investigations instigated by 
the Howard Government.

The Minister himself has so far 
refused to step down. Robinson is 
said to be considering legal action 
against him, and legal specialists are 
investigating the possibility of refer-
ring him to the Queensland Crime 
Misconduct Commission. J
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PRESS FUND
Political parties, peace and environmental groups and other voluntary 
organisations all depend on the strength of conviction of their members and 
supporters for their continued existence. For our part, each year we strain 
to reach the Fund’s annual target, which has remained at $12,000 for sev-
eral years now. Thanks to the spirit of our contributors, we usually make it, 
even in years when things are particularly tough. We’re now well past the 
year’s half way mark, so we take this opportunity to thank all those who 
have contributed to the Press Fund so far. We’re a little behind the mark at 
the moment, but with your help we’re sure to get there. Our thanks go to 
the following in particular, this week:
Anonymous $70, Elke and Mike Ainsworth $25, Justin Arnold $50, Angelo 
Attard $25, T Markou $20.
This week’s total: $190.  Progressive total: $6790

ATSIC, Ruddock’s
other vendettaDisarming & occupying

the Solomons
The first objective of the Australian and New Zealand occu-

pation force in the Solomon Islands is to disarm the people and 
to take complete control of the Solomon Islands police force. 
Even before the decision was formally taken to send armed 
forces to the Solomons a British police Commissioner was al-
ready in residence. His deputy Commissioner is Ben McDevitt, 
of the Australian Federal police.

All those who are regarded as opponents or possible oppo-
nents of the Australian occupation are to be disarmed. For its 
part, the Australian occupation force is armed to the teeth with 
helicopter gun-ships available and the necessary on-the-ground 
firepower to overwhelm any possible resistance. According to 
Australia’s Defence Minister Robert Hill, even unmanned 
spy drones are to be used to keep an eye on all the Solomon 
Islanders from the sky.

To make sure the people “got the message”, the occupi-
ers held a display of their military in Honiara while the new 
Australian-appointed administrator Nick Warner (who is now 
effectively the government of the Solomons) told the crowd that 
gathered to see the show, that the Australian guns and planes 
are there “in the best interests of the Solomon Islands people”. 
According to earlier reports the first building project is a jail 
– not a school or a hospital.

There has already been a meeting between the administra-
tor and expatriate businessmen who are looking forward to 
“security” that will enable them to prosper from highly profit-
able businesses using cheap Solomon Islands labour. Economic 
policies worked out in Canberra will be imposed. Various 
bureaucrats are already in residence but their activities do not 
make headlines like the display of military might.

What is happening in the Solomon Islands is, in a small way, 
the same as the pre-war demand on Iraq by the US, British and 
Australian Governments: that Iraq hand over its “weapons of 
mass destruction”. (It beggars belief that these governments 
did not know that the “weapons of mass destruction” Iraq may 
have had in the 1990s had already been destroyed, a fact since 
confirmed.)

A similar demand is being made of North Korea and it will 
be used again and again as preparations are completed for the 
bombing, invasion, occupation, “regime change” and seizure of 
the resources of other countries.

At the same time the US, Britain, other NATO countries 
Australia and Israel continue to pile up their weapons without 
any demand that they should be destroyed or that there should 
be an international agreement for the mutual disarmament of 
all countries.

Right up to the breakup of the Soviet Union the call for 
mutual, international disarmament was being fought for by the 
socialist countries at every opportunity in the United Nations 
and in negotiations between the major powers.

This led to some agreements between the United States 
and the Soviet Union for restrictions on nuclear weapons and 
nuclear weapons tests. Little is heard of this demand in the 
present circumstances but it remains valid.

Instead, the imperialist powers led by the US are on a ram-
page, extending their military presence on every continent.

As the statement by Professor Jose Maria Sison of the 
Philippines (see page 9) outlines, the US is moving relent-
lessly to extend its military occupation of that country as a 
pivotal strategic centre for future aggression and occupation of 
Asian countries. With the willing participation of the Howard 
Government, Australia is already playing a very active role in 
these war preparations.

The occupation of the Solomon Islands is, therefore, not 
some well-intentioned and friendly action to help the people 
of the Solomon Islands but is part of the larger strategic plan 
that is rapidly unfolding (Papua New Guinea, Bougainville, 
East Timor, and other island states are also in the sights of the 
Australian Government).

The Australian Government hopes that when the people of 
the Solomon Islands recognise this truth they will have been 
disarmed. But there are other ways of fighting occupation and 
exploitation and they will surely be able to find those methods, 
as they must if they are to regain their independence.

A recently-revealed taped interview with the Howard Government’s 
Minister for Immigration and Indigenous Affairs, Phillip Ruddock, 
has revealed a deep antipathy towards Ray Robinson, Deputy 
Chairman of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission 
(ATSIC).

HIROSHIMA NEVER AGAIN
PERTH

Saturday 9th Aug 1pm
Perth Concert Hall, march down St Georges Tce to Forrest Place

Organised by the No War Alliance
SYDNEY

Sat 9th Aug 12 noon
Assemble Town Hall Square

march to Belmore Park
Organised by Hiroshima Day Committee

WOLLONGONG
Hiroshima Day Rally

Sat 9th Aug 11am
Wollongong Mall amphitheatre
Organised by Illawarra No War

VICTORIA
More info from Vicpeace 03 9659 3582

Melbourne
Nagasaki Day Rally

Ban all nuclear weapons
Sat 9th August 12 noon

State Library
Geelong

Sun 10th July
Stall at the Belmont Market (near K-Mart)

Fold paper peace cranes
to be delivered to Japan’s Peace Memorial

Hiroshima 
Never 
Again

continued from page 1
Australians are paying with 

attacks on Medicare and cuts to 
public education and other services.

The total Australian military 
budget is forty-three million, three 
hundred and four thousand, eight 
hundred and fifty-four dollars 
per day. Pine Gap costs millions to 
run. The 2003/4 Budget includes 
$600 million for troops in Iraq and 
$400 million for US-Australian war 
games.

Say No!
Weapons of mass destruction 

are on the agenda and the first item 
on our agenda must be the abolition 
of all nuclear weapons.

The United States should be 
starting to eliminate its weapons 
of mass destruction (the greatest 
stockpiles in the world) instead of 
waging war against impoverished 
countries.

Hiroshima Day is the time for 
us to act, to show the strength of 
Australian opposition to the nuclear 
arms race and the coming US 
wars.  J

South Sydney Talk
You are invited to a
Public Forum

Topics
Iraq, the Tampa crisis, the ASIO Bill,

Solomon Islands, Korea
Speakers

Margo Kingston, Tim Anderson and Peter Symon

to be held in the
TUDOR HALL HOTEL

90 Pitt Street, Redfern (Cnr Pitt & Redfern Sts)
on Sunday 10th August  at 2 pm.
Questions and discussion welcome

Chairperson: Eric Peterson
Arranged by the Chippendale/Darlington Peace Group

Contact: Sally Quilter 02 9699 3936
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AUSTRALIA

by Peter Mac

Treasurer Peter Costello recently 
questioned the moral right of church 
leaders to speak out on matters such 
as the war in Iraq and tax reform in 
view of the transgressions of their 
own priests.

Now he has made it clear that 
the government doesn’t wish to fund 
in any way organisations other than 
those whose purpose is simply to 
offer direct assistance to “the poor, 
or the sick, or education”.

A explanatory memorandum 
accompanying a the Government’s 
proposed new Bill says that “ordi-
narily, representing to government, 
from time to time, the interests of 
those the entity seeks to benefit 
would be seen as incidental to and 
in aid of the dominant work of a 
charity”.

But the Bill itself describes 
“attempting to change the law 
or government policy” as a “dis-
qualifying purpose” in terms 
of the definition of a charity. It 
would appear that a fawning plea 
to the government is acceptable in 
principle, but that a direct public 
challenge to government policy 
would be punishable by loss of 
charitable, i.e. tax-free, status.

The major part of Australia’s 
not-for-profit sector includes 
charities and welfare groups, human 
rights, environmental, animal rights 
and other advocacy groups.

If passed, the Bill would remove 
the tax-free status of the work of 
these organisations, as well as 
donations made to them, and would 
therefore deal them a huge financial 
blow.

The Treasurer’s move directly 
contradicts the recommendations 
of an inquiry held two years ago 
into the work of charity and welfare 
groups. The inquiry concluded spe-
cifically that: “…charities should be 
permitted to engage in advocacy on 
behalf of those they benefit. Conduct 
of this kind should not deny them 
charitable status even if it involves 
advocating for a change in law or 
policy”.

The ALP’s spokesman on com-
munity services, Wayne Swan, 
commented that “the Treasurer’s 
attempt to force Australian charities 
to abandon their public advocacy 
in return for tax dollars is another 
blatant attempt by the Howard 
Government to put its foot on the 
throat of groups trying to speak 
out about the damage caused by its 
policies.”

And now, in an extraordinary 
move the Howard Government has 
proposed the establishment of a 
government-funded peak “umbrel-
la” group to provide assistance on a 
wide range of issues, for a range of 
community groups.

If implemented, the system 
has the potential to effectively 
muzzle welfare and charitable 
organisations, who include some 
of the most trenchant critics 
of government social policy, 
especially as it affects the poor and 
underprivileged.

Restricting the right of criti-
cism to the government’s umbrella 
organisation would in effect muzzle 
serious criticism of government 
policy by welfare and charity 
organisations.

Firstly, the operational person-
nel of these organisations, who 
witness at first hand the results of 
government policy, would be unable 
to offer open criticism, and would 
also be separated from personnel 
involved in the “umbrella” organi-
sation.

Secondly, charities and welfare 
groups would be forced to compete 
with other groups such as sporting 
and social groups for the chance to 
be heard by government leaders.

And thirdly, lobbying on mat-
ters of government social policy 

would be only one function of the 
umbrella group, which would also 
handle other matters such as tax and 
insurance costs.

In such an arrangement the 
voice of social conscience would 
scarcely be heard in the general 
clamour.

But most fundamental of all is 
the danger that the legislation poses 
to freedom of speech. Acceptance 
of the Government’s latest proposal 
would set a precedent in law for the 
right of governments to punish its 
critics.

Andrew MacCallum, President 
of the Australian Council of Social 
Service, has warned against any 
arrangement based on a distinc-
tion between charitable purpose 
and advocacy. He commented: 
“Charities should not be expected to 
ease the effects of poverty without 
addressing its root causes through 
public advocacy.

“Provided they do not act ille-
gally, or engage in party politics, 
governments should avoid attempts 
to proscribe how they may or may 
not go about their work.” J

The Howard Government has proposed that the current tax-free 
status should be removed from charitable and welfare organisations 
that “lobby” government (i.e. those that offer public criticism of 
government policies) as well as offering direct assistance to the 
needy.

The Howard Government attempts
to muzzle welfare criticism

Racism and bigotry
Over 5000 residents of the 

semi-rural district lodged objec-
tions against an application to build 
a Muslim prayer hall in the suburb, 
citing many ludicrous objections on 
the grounds of noise and traffic.

The racism and bigotry underly-
ing Baulkham Hills Council’s final 
decision became apparent when 
Abbas Aly, the owner of the site, 
took the matter to the Land and 
Environment Court.

The prayer hall would “regular-
ly bring into the area large numbers 
of people who have nothing to do 
with the locality”, argued Baulkham 
Hills Council.

The worshippers would be 
“adversely affecting the character 
and amenity of the area”.

Mr Aly countered that the prayer 

hall was specifically being built 
to service the needs of 30 families 
that already lived in the Annangrove 
area, and that the weekly prayer 
services would only accommodate 
110 people.

The Court ruled in favour of Mr 
Aly, with Justice Lloyd clarifying 
for the objecting residents that their 
supposed “real fears” did not have 
any rational basis.

Baulkham Hills Shire is 
renowned as the “Bible Belt” of 
Sydney, with dozens of Christian 
denominations operating from 
scores of churches in the area.

“Charismatic” and “evangeli-
cal” services attracting thousands of 
worshippers are held weekly, with 
one notable regular patron – John 
Winston Howard. J

by Vic Williams

Mr Kazak outlined the his-
tory of the area and the wide range 
of conflicts that have taken place 
there. Different Arabic tribes had 
moved in, developed the land and 
built cities. Palestine was the link 
between Asia and Africa and con-
flict between many different armies 
took place there.

In 1896 the idea of a Jewish set-
tlement was raised and later taken 
up at a conference of Zionist lead-
ers. They considered a number of 
possible places, including Uganda, 
Argentina and northern Australia, 
but finally decided on Palestine, the 
most developed area in the Middle 
East.

Countries with which agree-
ments could be reached to help put 
in place settlements in Palestine 
were considered. At that time 
Palestine was part of the Ottoman 
Empire and the Turks were offered 
big money by the Zionists to help 
them become established.

The Zionists then went to 
Britain for support and during 
World War 1 got British backing. 
After the war Palestine became 
a British protectorate and in the 
face of Arab uprisings the British 
appointed a Zionist Government.

In 1936, despite six months of 
actions by the Palestinian people 

demanding that Britain get out, 
Jewish immigration and Zionist 
money continued to move in under 
the protection of British forces.

After World War II the United 
Nations, at the bidding of the 
British, partitioned Palestine with 
the Jewish population given land 
and cities. In 1947 the Zionists set 
up three armed terrorist groups to 
force Arabs off the land.

There were several massacres 
of villagers. Those not killed were 
sent to other villages to warn there 
would be more massacres if they 
did not move out. In the face of this 
policy of terror the Arabs had few 
resources and arms with which to 
defend themselves. Seventy percent 
of the Arab population was forced 
out of Palestine.

Ali Kazak was in Haifa in 1947 
when the massacre and forced 
removal there took place. When 
those forced out tried to return 
5000 were shot. Ali’s mother was 
arrested and jailed for 50 days and 
then exiled to Lebanon.

During the 1967 war Israel 
took over much of Palestine and 
occupied Arab land, including the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Israel 
has continued to ignore UN resolu-
tions calling for them to withdraw 
to their pre-1967 borders.

Palestinian Arabs have only 22 
percent of the land and Israelis con-

tinue to move in and take more land 
and build settlements. Increased 
occupation is behind Israeli’s con-
struction of the so-called “security 
wall”.

During the past three years 
there have been many deaths of 
Palestinians, and more than 7000 
jailed. Nearly a million Palestinian 
olive and fruit trees have been cut 
down by settlers and the Israeli 
military, and good land and water 
taken by the settlements. Cities 
have become concentration camps 
and unemployment has greatly 
increased.

Israel could not have done this 
without the economic, political and 
military support of the USA. Israel 
has elected war criminals to office, 
and has built the biggest stockpile 
of weapons of mass destruction, 
including nuclear weapons, in the 
Middle East. Its army is the fourth 
biggest in the world.

Ali called for wide support for 
the UN resolutions, the right of 
refugees to return and recognition 
of Palestine as an independent state.

In reply to a question, he said 
Zionism was political colonialism, 
that not every Jew was a Zionist, 
not every Zionist a Jew.

At the end of the meeting 
Clarrie Isaacs welcomed Ali to 
Noongar land: “Your people and 
our people are struggling for our 
land.”

A representative of the Torres 
Strait Islander people presented 
Ali with a Torres Strait flag and in 
reply Ali presented the two with 
Palestinian badges. J

“We need your support”
Ali Kazak, head of the Palestinian delegation in Australia, called 
for wide support for the Palestinians against the onslaught by the 
Israeli forces. Mr Kazak was speaking at a meeting of around 100 
people in Alexander Library in Perth on July 30, organised by 
No War Alliance.

John Howard’s hate campaign against Muslims was taken up with 
gusto in the outer-Sydney suburb of Annangrove recently.

The other September 11th – Chile 1973
The bloody military coup in Chile on September 11th, 1973 has been 

conveniently forgotten. This year is the 30th anniversary. Organising 
committees have been established in Sydney, Melbourne and 
Adelaide. The Sydney Committee is meeting at 7pm on 1st & 3rd 

Monday each month at  CFMEU, 12 Railway Street, Lidcome.
Protest rally: 11th Sept 5pm Sydney Town Hall Sq, march to US consulate

Film evening: 7.30pm, September 11th, Valhalla Cinema, Glebe
Solidarity concert: 7.30pm, Sept 13th, Marrickville Community Hall, 

142 Addison Road, Marrickville. Entry: $15 (conc)$10, kids free
For more info the CFMEU on 9746 0400 
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“Teachers at meetings today 
clearly indicated their dissatis-
faction with the current offer of 
three percent plus three percent over 
two years from the government and 
their willingness to take industrial 
action to ensure they receive salary 
justice”, NSW Teachers’ Federation 
President, Maree O’Halloran said.

Teachers are angry at the col-
lusion of state and territory Labor 
Governments to clamp down on 
their pay and conditions.

WA and Victorian teachers have 
a pay claim of 30 percent over three 
years, ACT teachers 26.87 percent 
and NSW 25 percent. The state 
governments are offering only three 
percent a year, which is below the 
level of price rises.

The NSW Carr Government 
has even tried to fiddle the figures, 
with Education Minister Andrew 
Refshauge telling the media the 
Government’s offer of six percent 
over two years would cost $300 mil-
lion, and that the teachers’ claim of 
25 percent  would cost $2 billion.

The Federation noted that you 
do not have to be a teacher to see the 
Minister’s figures do not add up.

The Australian Education 
Union’s WA branch points to the 
disturbing statistic of 30 percent of 
new graduates who leave the pro-
fession after five years and never 
return, driven away by low wages, 
large class sizes and a general lack 
of respect by government for their 
profession.

The NSW Teachers’ Federation 
has written to Premier Bob Carr 
seeking fully funded salary increas-
es from Treasury. The letter says:

“As you would be aware, the 
NSW Teachers Federation has 
lodged a new award application 
for arbitration in the Industrial 
Relations Commission. There are, 
however, some issues still causing 
unrest and agitation amongst teach-
ers in the public education system.

“One of the most critical of 
these is whether the eventual salary, 
rates of pay and allowances out-
comes will be fully funded by the 
provision of additional monies to 
public education and training.”

One of the most bitter aspects 
of the last dispute between the 
Government and the Federation 
related to the issue of full funding 

from Treasury. Federation mem-
bers were not prepared to accept 
losses to the education budget and 
resources for students to fund salary 
increases.

The Department of Education 
and Training decided to shed one 
thousand jobs to fund $60-70 mil-
lion of government decisions and 
promises. (See article on DET cuts 
below.) Dr Refshauge has publicly 
stated that the education cuts were 
a direct result of implementing 
“unfunded” pre-election promises.

“The Federation recognised 
and welcomed your commitment 
to fully fund from Treasury the 
government’s class size reduc-
tions. In the interests of public 
education and our students, the 
Federation reiterates its request 
that the Government commit to 
fully fund salary, rates of pay and 
allowances increases for teach-
ers whether they occur because 
of a negotiated or arbitrated 
settlement”, the Federation’s letter 
concluded. J

LABOUR STRUGGLES

Students protest against full fees

More than 23,000 NSW public school teachers last week voted 
in favour of industrial action in September. Less than 100 voted 
against. Victorian teachers also voted to stop work on September 
17 with their counterparts in NSW, and Western Australian and 
ACT teachers are to vote this week. Such cross-border, co-ordinated 
action by teachers will be a first for Australian teachers.

Victorian unions have welcomed a landmark decision that 
found trucking company Boyland Distribution Services 
guilty of unfair dismissal of a driver, after he had raised 
a serious occupational health and safety complaint. Vic-
torian Trades Hall Council Secretary Leigh Hubbard said 
the decision was a victory for workers because it vindi-
cated their right to speak out on occupational health and 
safety concerns without fear of dismissal. The maximum 
penalty is $100,000. An amount has yet to be awarded.

Staff at the NSW Anti-Discrimination Board rallied outside the 
State Premier’s office on August 1 to protest against mas-
sive funding cuts to the organisation. The Board’s budget 
has been reduced by $750,000 – a whopping 23 per cent. 
Another cut of 30 per cent is expected in next year’s budget. 
The Public Service Association said the cuts would have a 
serious effect on the organisation’s ability to administer anti-
discrimination legislation in NSW. The PSA said, “These cuts 
are a direct attack on the Anti-Discrimination Board. They are 
an unconscionable attack on the ADB’s ability to promote 
human rights issues.” The PSA called on the NSW Govern-
ment to strengthen, not emasculate the arms of the ADB.

A new website by the Australian NSW Labor Council tar-
gets Democrat Senators who hold the key to the passing of 
Tony Abbott’s unfair dismissal laws. The Democrats have 
indicated that they will reject exempting small business from 
unfair dismissal provisions but have yet to declare their 
position in relation to whether the proposed federal laws 
override state legislation. The NSWLC website details how 
the Abbott legislation would affect workers who are em-
ployed on a casual and part-time basis. Workers can send 
an email to Democrat Senators calling on them to block 
the laws at http: labor.net.au/campaigns/unfair/unfair.html

The Victorian Government passed legislation to ensure proper 
wages and improve working conditions of outworkers which 
will come into effect on November 1, 2003. Textile Clothing 
and Footwear Union Secretary, Michelle O’Neill, said the long 
overdue legislation finally acknowledged that outworkers have 
the right to be treated as “real workers”. Victoria’s Industrial 
Relations Minister Rob Hulls said the Government would en-
sure the legislation was enforced by providing trained officers 
to help workers and employers understand and abide by it.

by Thalia Anthony
For postgraduate coursework 

and international students, fees 
will increase annually by the 
equivalent of real interest rates. 
Once postgraduates have reached a 
$50,000 debt, they will be required 
to pay full, up-front fees.

In addition, it is proposed 
that 50 per cent of undergraduate 
university places be dedicated to 
full-fee students, as opposed to 
those who acquire entry on merit 
grounds.

This was the context of the 
Sydney University Senate meet-
ing on Monday July 7 which was 
to deliberate on the University 
response to the Higher Education 
package in the Federal Budget.

With fears that students would 
“interrupt” the meeting, it was 
held at a secret venue.

Despite the meeting being 
“hidden” and secured by secu-
rity guards in the General Lecture 
Theatre, students managed to find 
their way to the venue. Upon 

entering they made a passionate 
cry not to trade-off student inter-
ests by supporting the Federal 
Government’s agenda.

Both postgraduate and under-
graduate students protested against 
the greater burden that would be 
placed on students and the adverse 
implications for equity and the 
quality of higher education that 
would result.

Their immediate demand was 
to be present at the discussion on 
the changes. Such a demand was 
denied, not at the democratic will 
of the Senate but by the Chancellor 
and Vice Chancellor.

Within 15 minutes a band of 
over 30 police surrounded the lec-
ture theatre and forcibly removed 
students, despite vocal objections 
from a number of Senate mem-
bers, including staff and student 
representatives.

Upset and concerned about the 
police presence, Senate members 
voted to adjourn the meeting until 
the following day.

In a bid to sway a Senate that 
had last year supported increased 
HECS fees, a chorus of loud stu-
dent voices chanted in opposition 
to the government reform pack-
age.

The Senate delivered gen-
eral support for the government 
reforms. Some notable exceptions, 
however, were a rejection of real 
interest rate increases imposed on 
full-fee (including international 
and postgraduate) courses; no clear 
support for the increase in full-fee 
undergraduate places to 50 per 
cent, and opposition to “Voluntary 
Student Unionism” in recognition 
of the need for student democracy 
and the detrimental effect it would 
have on student associations.

The student and staff rep-
resentatives on the Senate will 
continue to express their opposi-
tion to the increased fees and call 
on as many students to appeal to 
the University Senate to recon-
sider its position.

With some opposition to the 
package from the Federal Labor 
Party and minor parties, and a 
Senate inquiry into the higher 
education package, the plight for 
equitable and secure education 
access is not lost. J

With insufficient funds in Higher Education, aggravated by the large 
amounts of money committed to “defence”, the Federal Government 
is trying to fill the funding void by allowing universities to increase 
student fees by up to 30 per cent on all undergraduate courses 
except Teaching and Nursing.

Teachers’ cross-border action

Teachers oppose DET job cuts

At stop work meet-
ings held around the State on 
salaries, teachers were informed of 
the government’s direction to the 
Department to also save $60-70 
million by cutting up to 1000 TAFE 
and school support positions. 

During a Sky Channel broad-
cast to meeting venues, Angelo 
Gavrielatos, Senior Vice President 
of the NSW Teachers’ Federation, 
said that the proposal to cut posi-
tions was a further example of 
the government’s devaluing of the 
teaching profession. Thousands of 
teachers responded by immediately 
signing the petition. 

David Ferguson, President 
of the Officers, Consultants and 
Advisers Association said: “The 

proposal to cut positions that pro-
vide support to schools and TAFE 
colleges has the potential to under-
mine the hard work that teachers do 
for students in public schools and 
colleges.

“Withdrawing support for teach-
ers will result in fewer opportunities 
for them to focus on their core work 
of teaching and learning.”

The petition says in part that 
the loss of 1000 positions: “would 
seriously undermine the level of 
educational development, research 
and implementation which exists 
in our schools and TAFE col-
leges for numerous important 
tasks, including the development 
and implementation of the new 
curriculum, integration of new tech-
nologies into teaching and learning 
programs, liaison with industry 
and the community, professional 
development and equity support for 
students”. J

Thousands of NSW school and TAFE teachers have signed a petition 
to protest against the State Government’s proposal to cut up to 
1000 jobs under the cloak of a Life Long Learning “restructure” 
of the Department of Education and Training (DET).

 Pass it on!
When you’ve finished this issue of The Guardian share it with 
someone else. Give it to a friend or workmate, leave it in the 

dentist’s or doctor’s waiting room, at the bus station, on the train, or 
give it to your local library or reading room.

Help The Guardian get around.
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AUSTRALIA

by Tony Oldfield
The branch collected over 200 

hundred signatures on a petition 
and 100 people signed protest letters 
to the Minister for Health Morris 
Iemma.

Over three quarters of the 
residents of Auburn are from a 
non-English speaking background 
including large Turkish, Arabic 
and Chinese communities. There 
are also large Muslim communities 
based in and around Auburn, and the 
Gallipoli Mosque with its two soar-
ing minarets is a local landmark.

People from all communities 
were happy to sign our petition and 
congratulated us on the work we 
were doing.

The dental clinic provided an 
important service to the community, 
checking and treating the dental 
problems of young people in the 
area. It provided a dental health 
education program and regularly 
visited local primary schools, pre-
schools; childcare centres and spoke 
to young mothers’ groups.

The clinic staff also promoted 
good dental health at local commu-
nity events like the Auburn Festival.

The Western Area Health 
Service, which took the decision 

to close the clinic, has changed its 
story on a number of occasions 
– initially they told staff they were 
closing the clinic due to lack of 
security and old and poor quality 
equipment. Now the Area Health 
Service claims there is a lack of 
Dental Therapists to fill the posi-
tions at the clinic.

Local residents we spoke to 
on Saturday morning claimed the 
NSW Labor Government was trying 
to cut costs and saw Auburn as an 
easy target because it was a very 
safe Labor seat and the ALP leaders 
think that they can walk all over the 
people of Auburn without cost.

Local CPA branch member 
Edward Mason said “Residents 
were becoming very angry with the 
treatment dished out to them by the 
NSW Labor Government. Many 
were asking how they could defend 
themselves from these attacks 
on their basic services. Some are 
already asking to join the CPA to 
help us in our fight.

“The CPA has struck a chord 
with these working class people of 
Western Sydney”, said Mr Mason.

“They are sick to death of 
attacks by Howard and the Liberals 
at a Federal level on such things as 

Medicare and then copping it in the 
neck from Bob Carr and Labor at 
the state level. Unfortunately even 
at a local government level, which 
is supposedly the most close to the 
people the local Labor Party, lead-
ers are MIA [missing in action]. 
None so far have taken up and 
campaigned against this outrageous 
attack on our local health services.

“Most of the local people have 
little faith that the current Labor 
Party leadership is going to defend 
their interests but they sure as hell 
don’t want the warmongering, slash 
and burn Liberals either.

“A massive opportunity is aris-
ing for the CPA in the Auburn area. 
By adopting a locally based and 
consistent campaign around issues 
such as Medicare and the dental 
clinic we are receiving an echo 
back from the community. If we 
continue these campaigns around 
this and other issues we can make 
big inroads into this commun-
ity, we have already established a 
bridgehead.” J

CPA hits the streets
The newly formed Auburn branch of the Communist Party of 
Australia (CPA) has been busy campaigning on the streets of Auburn 
to reopen a local dental health clinic. The Branch has been holding 
a regular stall every Saturday morning outside the local Auburn 
Shopping Centre. It produced its own leaflets and posters on the 
closure of the dental clinic and received an overwhelmingly good 
response from local residents.

The spin doctors who organise PM Howard’s election 
campaigns decided in the early days that “relaxed and com-
fortable” and “a fair go” were the catchphrases to get him over 
the line. That they were the opposite of what they mean soon 
became patently obvious when his government tried to blud-
geon the Maritime Union out of existence, turned the welfare 
system into a regime to punish the poor, wiped out reconcilia-
tion with Indigenous Australians and … the list goes on. Thus 
the phrases have disappeared from Howard’s vocabulary and 
last month’s Australian Bureau of Statistics figures show why. 
In the five years to 2000-01 the post-tax income of the poorest 
20 per cent of households rose on average by seven percent, 
while that of the richest 20 percent increased by 17 percent.

The promotion of religious and racial hatred is the stock in 
trade of warmongers and the Howard Government is up 
there with the worst of them. Demonising asylum seekers and 
backing the US terror war and its crusade against Islam have 
stirred up anger and fear in the community. It is no surprise 
that research by the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity 
Commission found there has been a big increase in violence 
against Muslims. Race Discrimination Commissioner Bill Jonas 
called the extent of the increase “distressing and disappoint-
ing”. It include incidents such as a man biting a girl because he 
couldn’t rip her veil off, and a woman who ended up in hospital 
with a broken arm after being attacked in a shopping centre.

And if there is an independent public broadcaster cover-
ing such developments and exposing their causes, then 
it must be silenced. The Howard Government’s massive 
funding cuts to the ABC have as their goal the end of the 
ABC, full stop. They much prefer the approach of commer-
cial radio and television, which at best treats the public like 
mushrooms (kept in the dark and fed on bullshit). So last 
week the ABC board had to decide where to cut a further 
$18 million, part of a $30 million cost reduction. Foreign 
news bureaus will likely be axed, as will current affairs.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is former Federal Health 
Minister Michael Wooldridge. Remember how Wooldridge 
diverted $5 million from funding for asthma research and 
rural health services into a grant for the construction of GP 
House at the Royal Australian College of General Practi-
tioners? Soon after Wooldridge resigned from Parliament 
and became a consultant to the College. When the fund-
ing fiddle hit the fan the College dumped him. He’s now 
successfully sued them for $380,000 over his dismissal.

The speakers included Dr David 
Palmer, senior lecturer in American 
Studies at Flinders University; 
David Noonan, anti-nuclear cam-
paigner and Australian Conservation 
Foundation; Dimity Hawkins, 
Friends of the Earth Australia; 
and Avon Hudson from Maralinga 
Veterans Association.

The topics they spoke on includ-
ed Star Wars, weapons of mass 
destruction, US base in WA, Pine 
Gap, British bomb tests, Maralinga, 
mini nukes, resumption of nuclear 

testing and the question of a nuclear 
dump.

Statements received that day 
from Hiroshima and Nagasaki were 
read out to the forum.

Iccho Itoh, the Mayor of 
Nagasaki, in his message to the 
forum, said, “On August 9, 1945, 
the explosion of a single atomic 
bomb devastated Nagasaki, killing 
more than 74,000 people and injur-
ing 75,000 people.

“Fifty-eight years have passed 
since the atomic bombings of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but still 
today, many of those who were 
spared from death were afflicted 
with incurable physical and mental 
wounds.

“We, the citizens of Nagasaki 
have been appealing for the aboli-
tion of nuclear weapons and for the 
realisation of lasting world peace, 
determined to ensure that the cata-
clysm by nuclear weapons is never 
repeated.

“The road ahead to the aboli-
tion of nuclear weapons is by no 
means easy and we still have a lot of 
problems to solve, but the citizens 
of Nagasaki are determined to join 
hands with you and peace-loving 
people of the world and to work for 
the abolition of nuclear weapons 
and for the realisation of lasting 
world peace.” J

In Adelaide, the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
were commemorated last Sunday afternoon, with the holding of 
a public forum. Around 100 people gathered to hear speakers, 
listen to great music by Wobbly Boot and Geoff Hastwell and 
enjoy some refreshments. The themes for this year were “Keep 
Space for Peace”, “A World Free of Nuclear Weapons” and “No 
More Hiroshimas”.

A time of unity for peace-lovers

If you would like to join 
the Auburn Branch in 
the campaign, then
Tony can be contacted 
on 02 9649 7768.
If you would like to 
know more about the 
Communist Party of 
Australia, then visit our 
website:

www.cpa.org.au

Signing messages for the peace tree
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by Anna Pha & Peter Symon

On what basis does the report 
decree the Solomon Islands a “failed 
state”? The list of indictments 
includes: “weak institutions, cor-
rupt government, criminalisation of 
politics, poor law and order, insuffi-
cient revenue, economic stagnation, 
social dislocation, disaffected and 
alienated youth, a growing culture 
of violence, international neglect, 
collapse of government ser-
vices, disillusioned and passive 
populations, and a plentiful supply 
of guns.”

The Solomon Islands is “fatally 
damaged”, in a “classic vicious 
circle … from which there appears 
no escape”.

What’s more, the Solomon 
Islands are not alone, “most coun-
tries in the Southwest Pacific face 
major problems of political and 
economic viability, and some of 
them could go the way of Solomon 
Islands”. (ASPI report)

The Australian Government has 
sent troops, police and administra-
tors to take over the institutions of 
government and the economy. There 
is no time limit on the occupation.

“… the rest of the world expects 
Australia to shoulder a lot of the 
burden because this is our part of the 
world, this is our patch”, said Prime 
Minister John Howard, arguing for 
Australia’s right to intervene in the 
affairs of another sovereign country 
and take over its government.

According to the ASPI report 
there is a “more or less universal 
pattern of post-independence state 
failure around the world”.

Using this and similar argu-
ments the US, Britain and Australia 
are preparing to stage pre-emptive 
strikes in other countries. Many 
more wars and interventions are 
being prepared.

The wars already waged in 
Afghanistan, Yugoslavia and Iraq 
and those threatened against Syria, 
Iran and North Korea are only the 
beginnings.

These interventions are noth-
ing short of occupations and 
re-colonisation so that US, British, 
Australian and other transnational 
corporations can take over the 
governments, plunder the resources 
and exploit the people of these 
countries.

Features of 
globalisation

There is nothing new about 
wars, the occupation and coloni-
sation of foreign territories, the 

installation of puppet governments, 
the carve-up of territories and the 
rearranging of state borders. They 
are the defining features of impe-
rialism or what is now commonly 
referred to as globalisation.

The theories used to legitimise 
imperialism’s aims and the methods 
used to achieve them, however, do 
change according to historical cir-
cumstances.

The big picture
The outcome of World War II 

saw the defeat of Nazi Germany and 
its allies, Italy and Japan. They were 
knocked out for a time as imperialist 
countries, and stripped of all 
their former colonies. Fascism, a 
monstrous political manifestation 
spawned by monopoly capitalism, 
had been repelled, its drive for 
world domination brought to a 
grinding halt when the Nazi war 
machine was smashed by the Soviet 
Union.

National liberation movements 
swept the world and almost all 
the former colonies won their 
independence. A number of new 
socialist states emerged following 
the war. Industrial development 
in many countries meant that 
the working class became more 
numerous on a world scale. Trade 
unions emerged in most countries 
as did strong and influential 
communist parties.

However, capitalism and 
colonialism did not give up the 
fight. While most former colonies 
gained their political independence 
many remained under the economic 
domination of the developed 
capitalist countries which imposed 
their economic policies through 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), the World Bank and by their 
discriminatory trade policies.

The main capitalist countries 
continued their struggle against 
socialism through the cold war and 
by way of trade boycotts and politi-
cal destabilisation.

Setback
The break-up of the Soviet 

Union and overthrow of socialist 
governments in Eastern Europe 
changed the balance of forces in 
the world in favour of imperialism. 
The imperialist powers were freed 
to focus on their global ambitions 
and emboldened Western leaders, 
particularly those of the US whose 
military might surpasses that of 
all other world powers, launched a 
campaign for world domination.

As the British and US 

Government leaders and their 
advisers see it, there is nothing to 
stop them from openly re-colonising 
and re-ordering the world under 
their domination. And the Howard 
Government is happy to assist and 
pick up some crumbs for Australian 
corporations.

While the language of the 
political leaders of the capitalist 
countries has changed their 
objectives remain the same. There 
is one major difference, however. 
Instead of attempting to enforce the 
direct political and economic rule of 
the imperialist country as was the 
case in the colonies of the former 
British, French, Portuguese and 
other empires, one of the methods 
today is for “regime change” so that 
a local government subservient to 
the ruling power is established. This 
form of control is known as neo-
colonialism.

A new kind of 
imperialism

In a book entitled Re-ordering 
the World, Robert Cooper, a former 
diplomat and adviser to the British 
Labour Government of Tony Blair, 
gives expression to imperialism’s 
new forthrightness, confidence, 
arrogance and racist views:

“Empire and imperialism are 
words that have become terms of 
abuse in the post-modern world. 
Today, there are no colonial powers 
willing to take on the job, though 
the opportunities, perhaps even the 
need, for colonisation is as great as 
it ever was in the 19th century.

“Those left out of the global 
economy risk falling into a vicious 
circle. Weak government means 
disorder and that means falling 
investment...

“All the conditions for 
imperialism are there … the weak 
still need the strong and the strong 
still need an orderly world…

“What is needed then is a new 
kind of imperialism, one acceptable 
to a world of human rights and 
cosmopolitan values.” (Cooper, Re-
ordering the World p.17)

Cooper explains what tactics are 
to be employed: “The challenge to 
the postmodern world is to get used 
to the idea of double-standards. 
Among ourselves, we operate on the 
basis of laws and open co-operative 
security.

“But when dealing with more 
old-fashioned kinds of states out-
side the post-modern continent of 
Europe, we need to revert to the 
rough methods of an earlier era 
– force, pre-emptive attack, decep-
tion, whatever is necessary to deal 
with those who still live in the 19th 
century world of ‘every state for 
itself’.” (pp.15-16)

Think Tanks
Joseph Nye, from Harvard 

University, points out that “in 
modern democracies … the use of 
force requires an elaborate moral 
justification to ensure popular sup-
port” and “Power is the ability to 
effect the outcomes you want, and, 
if necessary, to change the behav-
iour of others to make this happen”. 
(Re-ordering the World pp.2-3)

For this purpose a number of 
“think tanks” have been created 
to help governments plan and jus-
tify their operations. They work 

out what has to be done and how 
it should be done. They may also 
work out costings. Above all, they 
work out how “pre-emptive strikes” 
and outright wars are to be “sold” to 
an increasingly sceptical and resist-
ing public.

The Australian Strategic 
Planning Institute (ASPI), the 
Sydney Institute, the American 
Enterprise Institute (AEI), the 
British Foreign Policy Centre are 
among a number of such bodies. 
Even Australia’s new Governor-
General established his own 
conservative institute – Future 
Directions.

It is these “think tanks” that 
have come up with the concept of 
“failed states”, “rogue states”, “new 
imperialism”, the “civilising” and 
“modernising” mission of the devel-
oped capitalist countries, etc.

“In the wake of 11 September, 
the Arab and Muslim worlds con-
front a civilisational challenge 
unlike any they have faced since 
the fall of the Ottoman Empire.” 
(Kana Makiya, a professor in 
Near Eastern and Judaic Studies at 
Brandeis University, California, “A 
Civilisational Challenge”, Re-order-
ing the World p.48)

There are also the policy 
directions handed down by the 
Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development 
(OECD), IMF, World Bank and 
WTO.

The leading corporate powers 
and their governments pay think 
thanks and consultants hundreds 
of millions of dollars to develop 
these theories and the associated 
propaganda to sell their policies to 
the people.

Failed states
“The Cold War dichotomy of 

freedom versus communism has 
been replaced with a new organising 
principle: order versus disorder”, 
writes Mark Leonard, Director of 
The Foreign Policy Centre. This 
is a British think tank backed by 
Labour Prime Minister Tony Blair. 
Leonard’s remarks were made in 
the introduction to Re-ordering the 
World (p.xi).

“The Arab world today 
comprises a veritable cauldron of 
collapsing economies and mass 
unemployment overseen by ever 
more repressive regimes”, writes 
Kanan Makiya. (Re-ordering the 
World p.50)

Makiya refers to a “constellation 
of ultimately failed states” in the 
Middle East and attributes the 
terrorist problem to “the mess that 
the Arab part of the Muslim world 
is in”. (Re-ordering the World 
pp.52-3)

These “failed” or “pre-modern” 
states as Robert Cooper also calls 
them – former colonies – pose 
a threat internationally. We are 
told they can be used as a base 
by terrorists, drug rings, etc, “for 
attacks on the more orderly parts of 
the world”.

Jack Straw, the British Foreign 
Secretary in the Blair Government, 
adopts a similar approach: “Only 
ten out of roughly 120 wars in the 
1990s were between states”, he 
said. “… when we allow govern-
ments to fail, warlords, criminals, 
drugs barons or terrorists fill the 
vacuum.”

Straw cites as examples 

Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone 
and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. He fails to mention that 
in the case of Yugoslavia it was 
the Western imperialist states that 
fomented and armed the separat-
ist movements that launched wars 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia 
and in Kosovo to break up the uni-
fied Yugoslav republic and defeat 
a legitimate and well-functioning 
government.

They are labelled “failed”, 
“uncivilised” and “chaotic” and it 
is the duty of the “successful states” 
to intervene and restore order and 
impose good government.

Reasons for failed 
states

It is no coincident that the 
“failed states” are former colonies. 
Straw, Blair, and others prefer not 
to discuss the history of colonisa-
tion – invasion, occupation, wars, 
slavery, exploitation, seizure of the 
land and resources of “their” colo-
nial possessions, the imposition 
of Western religions, culture, lan-
guages, individualism, corruption, 
capitalist morality and distorted 
economic development.

The very imperialist powers that 
are using the social, economic and 
other problems of former colonies as 
an excuse to intervene, created those 
problems. They have a responsibil-
ity to assist and make reparations, 

MAGAZINE

“Solomon Islands, one of Australia’s nearest neighbours, 
is a failing state”, declares the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute (ASPI) in a report to the Australian Government. 
For the sake of Australia’s interests and the interests of 
regional and global security Australia must intervene, says 
the ASPI report. Australia must take over and reconstruct 
the institutions of governance and the economy of the 
Solomon Islands.

“Failed states” doctrine

“Weak government
means disorder and that

means falling investment...”
“What is needed then is a new kind of imperialism,

one acceptable to a world of human rights
and cosmopolitan values.”



6 THE GUARDIAN August 6 2003 THE GUARDIAN August 6 2003 7

Query. What do you mean by 
the British Empire?

Answer. That portion of the 
earth’s land surface which is under 
authority of King Edward the 
Seventh.

Q. What is the extent in square 
miles of the British Empire?

A. About 12,000,000 square 
miles; of these, only 121,000 
square miles are in the United 
Kingdom.

Q. What proportion of the 
earth’s surface does the British 
Empire cover?

A. About one-fifth, or 21 per 
cent.

Q. How does the extent of the 
British Empire compare with that 
of countries?

A. The extent of the British 
Empire is greater than that of any 
other State. The nations outside the 
British Empire possessing the larg-
est extent of territory are: Russia, 
8,000,000 square miles; United 
States, 3,623,000 square miles; 
Brazil, 3,220,000.

Q. What is the number of sub-
jects of King Edward?

A. About 400 millions 
(400,000,000). Of these only about 
43 millions (43,000,000) live in the 
United Kingdom.

Q. What proportion of the 
inhabitants of the earth are the sub-
jects of King Edward?

A. About one-fifth, or about 22 
per cent.

Q. How is the British Empire 
governed?

A. Different portions are gov-
erned in different ways. Some 
portions like the United Kingdom, 
the Canadian Dominion, the 
Australian Commonwealth, the 
Dominion of New Zealand, Cape 
Colony, Natal, Newfoundland, 
the Transvaal, and Orange River 
Colony are self governing; others 
are partly self-governed and partly 
governed by officials appointed 
by the British Government; and 
others, again, like India, are gov-
erned by officials appointed by 
the Home Government; but all 
acknowledge allegiance to the 
King-Emperor.

Q. What are the duties of a citi-
zen of the British Empire?

A. To be a loyal friend of 
all fellow-subjects of the King-
Emperor; so to live as never to 
bring reproach by word or deed on 
the Empire of which he is a citizen. 
To prepare himself by every means 
in his power to advance the welfare 
of his fellow-citizens, whether in 
peace or war, whatever may be 
their class, creed or colour.

Q. Why is that that you, as a 
citizen of the British Empire, owe 
duties to the State?

A. Because God has placed me 
in it, and because citizens of the 
British Empire enjoy privileges and 
an amount of personal liberty and 
freedom greater than those enjoyed 
by the citizens of any other State 
in the world, and, therefore, owe 
loyalty, and gratitude to the Empire 
which protects them in the enjoy-

ment of these privileges, liberty, 
and freedom.

Q. What is the Empire-day 
movement?

A. An effort throughout the 
King-Emperor’s dominions to 
remind all British subjects of the 
virtues which make a good citizen, 
such as loyalty, patriotism, cour-
age, endurance, respect for, and 
obedience to, lawful authority, and 
to encourage self-sacrifice for the 
public good; to teach all, and espe-
cially the young, the sacredness of 
the trust committed to them; and to 
inspire them with determination to 
do their duty.

Q. What is the meaning of 
Empire Day?

A. The 24th of May is annu-
ally observed, in the dominions of 
the King-Emperor, as the outward 
sign of the Empire Day movement. 
It was the birthday of good Queen 
Victoria, during whose reign of 
63 years, the Empire grew to its 
present greatness, as, year-by-year, 
her people increased in health, 
strength, numbers, wealth, and 
happiness.

Q. What are the watchwords of 
the Empire-Day movement?

A. Responsibility, duty, sympa-
thy, self-sacrifice.

Q. What is the motto of the 
Empire-Day movement?

A. “One king, one flag, one 
fleet, one empire.”

Q. What is the name of the 
British national flag?

A. The Union Jack.
Q. Why is it called the Union 

Jack?
A. Because it is a union of the 

English, Scottish, and Irish national 
ensigns or jacks, and of the crosses 
of St. George, St. Andrew, and St. 
Patrick.

Q. Should the Union Jack be 
flown on Empire Day?

A. Yes, certainly, from all 
public buildings, and church and 
chapel towers and steeples, and 
from private buildings. J

but that is not the purpose of their 
intervention.

They are not about to give land 
back, nor do they intend giving 
the people control over their own 
resources. Quite the contrary. 
Their aim is to re-open mines that 
were closed by the people (as in 
Bougainville), plunder forests (as in 
PNG and the Solomons), take over 
oil resources (as in Iraq), take over 
government and public services and 
re-colonise in the name of carrying 
out a law and order mission and cre-
ating “global security”.

The ASPI reports does 
acknowledge the colonial past 
of the Solomons: “Recent events 
are in many respects the culmina-
tion of many years. In the South 
Pacific, the introduced institu-
tions of the modern nation-state 
have been overlaid on top of a 
multiplicity of indigenous political 
structures.

“The latter have proven to be 
remarkably adaptable and their 
resilience in the face of colonial 
and post-colonial transformations 
provides the broader basis for the 
continuing weakness of the state.”

So it’s all the people’s fault for 
not completely abandoning their tra-
ditions and their indigenous political 
structures!

“The crisis in the Solomon 
Islands is less about the collapse of 
a coherent, functioning state, and 
more about the unraveling of the 
apparatus of colonial rule.” If they 

had not achieved independence and 
had remained a colony, all would 
presumably have been well.

Reasons for 
failure obscured

The description of states as 
successful or failed, as modern, 
post-modern or pre-modern, as 
“good” or “evil” hides the impor-
tant class questions behind the 
actions of the US and British ruling 
classes. “Chaos”, “failed”, “rogue”, 
“unstable” are posed as a “threat to 
security”. All suggest questions of 
organisational and managerial skills 
which may be learnt with some 
assistance from the better educated 
and more experienced “civilised” 
states.

They hide the reality of impe-
rialism and colonialism and its 
consequences. They cover up the 
manoeuvres of the main imperialist 
states as they interfere in the affairs 
of nation states, occupy them and 
take over their governments. 

Nowhere in these theories is 
there mention of the real objec-
tives for the West’s involvement 
in Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, 
Zimbabwe, Sierra Leone, or any 
other “failed state”.
Next week: terrorism, old 
wars and new wars, redrawing 
the map of the world and the 
struggle for sovereignty and 
independence. J

MAGAZINE

“Failed states” doctrine Back to the future
An Empire Catechism

The following catechism is taken from a school magazine 
published in 1910 in Victoria. The values and imperial 
aspirations embodied in it are what Prime Minister 
John Howard dreams of today. May 24 was Empire Day. 
Howard, like all other children of his day and before would 
have participated in the annual Empire Day ceremonies 
at school, saluting the Union Jack and singing God Save 
the Queen or King. Then back in the classroom children 
coloured in the areas of the British Empire in red on a 
world map.

“What is needed then is a new kind of imperialism,
one acceptable to a world of human rights

and cosmopolitan values.”

For Menzies it was
‘REDS UNDER THE BED’

Now it’s ‘WAR AND TERRORISM’

That’s keeping up with the times.
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We are members of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines. Today 
we stand before our people to 
declare our withdrawal of support 
from the chain of command of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP) and the government of Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo.

We are not doing this because 
we want power or we want to desta-
bilise the country.

We are doing this because of the 
following major crimes of the gov-
ernment against our people:

First, the Arroyo Government, 
through the AFP leadership and 
Secretary Angelo Reyes, has been 
selling bullets and arms from the 
government arsenal to the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILP), 
Abu Sayyaf and the New People’s 
Army.

These bullets, which kill our 
soldiers, actually came from the 
very government that we are fight-
ing to defend. This is why there is a 
war for over 30 years now, and still 
our enemies have not run out of bul-
lets. As evidence, all the bullets that 
were recovered from the enemy had 
the markings that they came from 
the DND arsenal.

A number of soldiers have died, 
and even more are going to die in 
a war that they do not plan to end. 
Furthermore, hundreds of thou-
sands of civilians have been caught 
helpless in the crossfire. They [the 
government and AFP] do not want 
the war to end so that it will con-
tinue to be a milking cow for greedy 
and treacherous officials in the AFP 
and in the government.

We have experienced the true 
situation of our soldiers. We have 
shared hardships and sacrifices in 
the face of an armed conflict, but 
the support we need against the jaws 
of death have been pocketed by a 
few leaders looking out only for 
their selfish interests.

We believe that we cannot attain 
genuine peace while the corrupt and 
greedy are leading the AFP and the 
Philippines National Parliament. 
And without peace, the Philippines 
cannot prosper.

Second, the Arroyo Government 
through the special operations teams 
of Sec. Reyes and Gen. Corpus, 
is responsible for the Davao City 
bombings. They did this to finally 
tag the MILF as terrorist, to serve 
as the basis for asking [money] from 
the anti-terrorist fund of the USA 
before Arroyo’s visit. Civilian lives 
were sacrificed in exchange for 
the military hardware that Arroyo 
begged from the USA.

Third, we have uncovered 
Arroyo’s plan to declare martial 
law this coming August so that her 
clique can perpetuate themselves in 
power beyond 2004. They will do 
this through a series of bombings 
in Metro Manila, which they would 
blame on different groups. The 
escape of Fathur Al-Ghozi was the 
start of this operation.

Fellow Filipinos, the real ter-
rorists are inside our government. 
[Emphasis added]

But we will not allow this to 
happen. We will not allow this das-
tardly plan of the government to 
continue. We have sworn to protect 

the state and our people. We will not 
turn our back on this vow.

They will invoke the 
Constitution to confront us. But 
we all know that they violated the 
Constitution where they installed 
Arroyo through people power. We 
tolerated their stay in power because 
they promised to clean up the gov-
ernment and lift up the Filipino 
masses from poverty. But over two-
and-a-half years have passed since 
the Arroyo Government was swept 
into power, and corruption among 
officials in government continues. 
The masses continue to sink deeper 
into poverty. And there is the added 
burden of a worsening peace and 
order situation in our country.

Our people are now withdraw-
ing what they have given to the 
administration of Arroyo. With 
them, we demand the resignation of 
our leaders in the present regime. It 
is no different from past administra-

tions. This is a regime that thinks of 
nothing but holding on to power, to 
enrich themselves and to coddle rich 
and influential personalities.

For these reasons, we are will-
ing to sacrifice our lives today, 
to pursue a program that is not 
tainted with politicking, and which 
we believe is the only hope for our 
nation to recover and progress. This 
is the National Recovery Program 
(NRP). If we analyse it, this is the 
only program, and no other, that 
provides solutions to the principal 
problems of our country.

To our people and our fellow 
soldiers, let us unite behind the NRP 
and remain vigilant to ensure its 
realisation.

We have taken this stand now, 
not only to air the grievances of 
the members of the AFP but to 
lend our voice to the grievances 
of the Filipino people. To all our 
fellow members of the AFP and the 

Filipino people, if you judge that 
what we are fighting for is wrong, 
we stand here before you and you 
can take our lives.

But if you judge that we are 
right, we ask you to take a stand and 
support our struggle. All of these are 
for a better future and for the good 
of the coming generations.

To the media institutions whose 
role is to present the truth about the 
situation and the grievances of the 
Filipino people, we hope for fairness 
and ask that you will not allow your-
selves to be used by those who want 
to protect their vested interests. Let 
the real cry of our people be heard! 
Do not allow it to be stifled.

Together, we can help our 
Motherland rise again. Let us begin 
now.

Long live the Filipino people!

Armed Forces of the Philippines
July 27, 2003 J

INTERNATIONAL

Replying to a question about 
the invitation extended to the party 
to join the Governing Council, he 
said that the Communist Party is 
a political force with a memorable 
history and an established presence 

and anyone who looks for solutions 
to Iraq’s problems cannot ignore the 
Party’s role. 

Regarding the position of the 
Americans towards the Council, 
and whether they would use a 

“veto” to annul its decisions, Hamid 
Mousa said that this is a matter 
of contest. There is no one single 
authority which would decide, full 
stop. Alongside the occupation 
authority which was legitimised by 
UN Security Council Resolution 
1483, there is now the authority of 
the Governing Council, which the 
Council is trying to expand. 

He added that this path is 
extremely difficult. It constitutes a 
challenge from the practical point 
of view. But the members of the 
Council are prepared to take it up 
through continuous dialogue and 

serious discussions between the two 
sides. 

He said that the word “veto” 
does not exist at present, in practice. 
This does not mean that we can 
work without taking into account 
the existence of another authority 
along with us. 

Hamid Mousa said that the 
Iraqi Communist Party was among 
those calling for an enlargement of 
the Council to include other forces. 
The fact that this or that party did 
not join the Council does not in 
any way diminish its significance. 
He expressed his hope that those 
who did not join the Council would 
prepare to take part in the gen-
eral elections when the people will 
choose their true representatives. 

Replying to criticism of the 
Governing Council, he said that 
he regards the views of critics with 
respect, hoping that their criticisms 
would be positive and without defa-
mation. 

Hamid Mousa said that the 
Iraqi Communist Party aspires to 
establish a democratic, pluralistic 
and federal republican system of 
government in a unified Iraq. 

Regarding federalism, he said 
that the Party is not opposed to 
administrative federalism, but the 
issue is different for Iraqi Kurdistan, 

as the people there have their own 
legitimate national rights which 
they ought to enjoy, and this will not 
be guaranteed by mere administra-
tive federalism. 

In response to a question by the 
Al-Sa’ah correspondent about the 
secret behind the large numbers of 
people visiting the party headquar-
ters and centres, and the evident 
movement and activity there, Hamid 
Mousa explained that the Iraqi 
Communist Party is the oldest 
deeply-rooted political party in 
Iraq, and has a lot of close ties with 
various sections and strata of the 
people, interacting with the masses 
of citizens and their aspirations and 
desires, and supporting their legiti-
mate demands.

The Party’s long history of 
struggle against the dictatorship is 
full of sacrifices. 

This is the reason why people 
come and visit their party centres 
in large numbers, and even apply 
to join the Party. Those wishing to 
become party members come from 
various age groups, including young 
people along with older members 
whose relationship with the Party 
had been severed under the demised 
regime of terror, and who now want 
to resume their work and continue 
the march ahead, he said. J

Message to the Filipino People
In a dramatic revolt against the Philippines Government of Gloria 
Arroyo about 300 members of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
have highlighted the discontent not only of the armed forces but of 
the masses of the Filipino people. Although the revolt lasted only a 
few days its repercussions will echo around the Philippines and the 
Asia-Pacific region for a long time. We publish below the appeal 
of the armed forces officers and men to the Filipino people, titled 
“Message to the Filipino People”.

“We are doing this because of major crimes of the government.”

Interview with Iraqi communist leader
Power to the people!

In an interview with Hamid Mousa , the General Secretary of the 
Iraqi Communist Party, published by the Iraqi daily Al-Sa’ah, 
the party leader said that the Party strives, through participating 
in the Governing Council, to raise the prestige of Iraqis and their 
role in defending their interests. The party is using the transitional 
period to speed up putting political power in the hands of the Iraqi 
people, in order that they start ruling and running the affairs of 
their country by themselves.

BOOKSHELF
The Brisbane Line: A Reappraisal $45 (p&p $2.50)

by Drew Cottle
In a review of this book labour historian Rowan Cahill says: “The political and economic 

tour of pre-World War II Australia that Cottle takes the reader on, casts light on some dark 
places in the national soul, and rattles skeletons in the closet of the ruling class; it is almost 

like taking a trip through a parallel universe.
“Australian political and business heavyweights who were lauded and honoured as fine, 
upstanding citizens during the 1950s and 1960s, are revealed as players in a pre-war 
shadow world of economic imperatives, shifting allegiances, and possibly headed for 

collaboration and betrayal. Some of the leading pro-Japanese shifted their allegiance post-
war to the US, and got in on the ground floor in that department.

Essential reading for everyone who wants to know the facts about the Brisbane Line.
Published by Upfront Publishing, UK (pp250)

Order from SPA Books, 65 Campbell Street, Surry Hills. NSW 2010
Payment by Cheque, Money Order or Credit Card giving the name on the card, the card number, 

the type of card and the expiry date
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In revolt – protesting Phillippine soldiers at a press conference

The US is using its so-called war 
on terrorism in order to bring in mil-
itary advisers, trainers and combat 
troops in violation of the 1987 con-
stitution of the Manila government, 
to develop inter-operability with the 
Filipino mercenary puppet troops, 
to elaborate on US military access 
rights through a logistical support 
agreement, to expand the facilities 
for the US air and naval forces and 
to prepare the ground for the return 
of US military basing rights.

US strategists see the 
Philippines as the centre of an arc, 
with one wing consisting of more 
developed countries in Northeast 
Asia—Japan, South Korea, North 
Korea [Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea - DPRK] and 
China – and another wing consisting 
of the underdeveloped but natural 
resource-rich countries in Southeast 
Asia. 

US Bases
The US is giving high priority 

to preparations for establishment of 
US air and naval bases in Central 
and Far South Mindanao to acquire 
a control point over the oil-
producing and predominantly 
Muslim countries of Southeast Asia.

The US considers the 
Philippines as its most reliable 
vantage point because this is the 
country in Asia that it dominates the 
most – economically, politically and 
culturally. It is also the best-located 
vantage point for the whole of East 
Asia. US military bases can oversee 
from here the movement of more 
than half of the global trade through 
the South China Sea.

The advance deployment of 
US forces on the ground is seen as 
effecting any subsequent deploy-
ment of large US military forces 
from their secure US bases at any 
time.

US military access and basing 
rights in the Philippines are consid-
ered of crucial importance. Through 
these the US can pose a serious mil-
itary threat to China and the DPRK.

A US military position of 
strength in the Philippines gains 

even more importance as the US 
moves towards the reduction of 
US military forces in Japan due to 
the rising clamour of the Japanese 
people for the dismantling of US 
military bases and as it is also trying 
to redress the vulnerability of US 
military bases around Seoul and 
near the 38th parallel in Korea.

Preemptive strike
In keeping with its doctrine of 

pre-emptive strike (based either 
on accurate or Bush-style falsified 
intelligence) and with its cowardly 
style of raining missiles and bombs 
upon people and buildings from a 
great distance, the US has already 
announced plans to reshape its 
military force deployment in East 
Asia in such a manner as to make 
the Philippines the main frontline 
against China and the DPRK. 
Australia [is seen as] the main rear 
for US military forces.

It must be observed that the US 
is trying to persuade the DPRK to 
come to terms with US policy by 
using diplomacy with the participa-
tion of China. 

It is highly probable that the US 
is now using the subtle language of 
diplomacy to boast of having tight-
ened its control over oil. The US is 
already heard loudly boasting that 
it can move back its troops from 
the range of any DPRK military 
action and attack the DPRK from 
a distance with cruise missiles with 
nuclear warheads.

In the imperialist mode of think-
ing, especially that of Bush and his 
retinue of neoconservatives, high-
tech weaponry can ultimately solve 
any problem that economic, finan-
cial and diplomatic manipulation 
cannot solve.

Guerrilla warfare
But has high-tech weaponry 

solved the problem for the US 
in Afghanistan and Iraq? It was 
effective only for destroying fixed 
structures and pushing aside the 
incumbent government. The Taliban 
and al-Qaida are back in control of 

more than 40 percent of Afghanistan 
by waging guerrilla warfare.

And in Iraq the anti-imperial-
ist forces are also waging guerrilla 
warfare and are inflicting more and 
more casualties on the US occupa-
tion forces.

The US will not bring home 
all the US troops for a long while 
because it cannot leave behind the 
oil fields and oil reserves and all 
the business projects of the US 
monopoly firms. The venality of 
the Bush regime and the greed of 
the US monopoly firms are placing 
the US in a quagmire reminiscent of 
Vietnam.

Are there ways for the Korean 
and Filipino peoples to frustrate US 
military intervention and related evil 
actions? Yes, of course.

The entire Korean people of 
both north and south can unite 
against US imperialism, against 
US military bases and US nuclear 
weapons in the south and against 
the economic embargo and military 
threats of the US against the DPRK.

It is fine that the DPRK is 
standing firmly for national inde-
pendence, peace and reunification 
and socialist aspirations and is ready 
to fight courageously with some 
powerful weapon. Thus, the US 
cannot attack the DPRK like it 
attacked Afghanistan and Iraq.

People’s war in 
Philippines

The Filipino people can unite 
and raise the level of their revolu-
tionary consciousness and fighting 
capabilities. In the face of the US 
and the Manila puppet government, 
the people are fortunate to have the 
Communist Party of the Philippines, 
the New People’s Army, the 
National Democratic Front of the 
Philippines, the organs of democrat-
ic power and the mass organisations 
as the solid forces in the struggle for 
national liberation and democracy. 

The current form of people’s 
war in the Philippines is extensive 
and intensive guerrilla warfare on 
the basis of an ever-widening and 
deepening mass message. The high-
tech weaponry of the US is impotent 
against such popular resistance.

The Korean and Filipino peo-
ples enjoy abundant support from 
all anti-imperialist and democratic 
forces and people of the world. The 
broad anti-imperialist solidarity that 
is developing vigorously is inspiring 
the people of the world to intensify 
their resistance against imperialism 
and all reaction and for national and 
social liberation. J

CBRITAIN: A report, “Overworked, Underpaid and Over 
Here”, from peak trade union body the Trade Union 
Congress, says that thousands of immigrant work-
ers suffer long hours, low pay and appalling housing 
conditions because employers are able to take advantage of 
their vulnerability. The Trade Union Congress says that mi-
grant workers who complain to an official tribunal about illegal 
work practices risk being sacked for complaining, which under 
British law means they lose their right to remain in Britain.

NORWAY: A Norwegian man caused a security alert at 
Brussels airport when scanners mistook some goat’s 
cheese for explosives. Tore Fauske was travelling to 
Britain on a business trip when six security guards sur-
rounded his hand luggage and carefully lifted the goat’s 
cheese out for inspection. “It’s a Norwegian goat’s cheese”, 
Fauske told them, lifting the lid to show them it was edible.

IRAN: Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazzi hit back at 
claims by Israel and the US that Iran is supporting terrorists 
and producing nuclear weapons. “Iran has not been harbouring 
terrorists but fighting against them”, said Kharazzi, accusing the 
US of supporting armed Iranian forces operating from Iraq. “I 
think it is the United States that is harbouring terrorists because 
right now every corner of Iraq is controlled by Americans.”

JAPAN: The Japanese Government increased its tar-
iff on beef imports to 50 percent. The tariff increase will 
apply only to chilled beef imports: last year chilled beef 
made up two thirds of Australia’s $1.3 billion exports to Ja-
pan. The Japanese Government has dismissed demands 
from Australian beef producers to waive the increase.

IRELAND: Premium glass company Waterford Crystal cut its 
workforce by 230, a move management says is part of a drive to 
make the company “more competitive”. The company employed 
1500 people in Waterford City and nearby Dungarvan. In April it 
axed 100 jobs and in June laid its entire workforce off for a week.

INDONESIA: Three low ranking Indonesian soldiers con-
victed of raping four women in Aceh province have been 
sentenced to jail terms well below the maximum 12 years. 
A military court sentenced them to three and a half years 
each and expelled them from the army. The women 
were raped after being detained on the pretext that they 
were suspected members of the Free Aceh Movement.

CONGO: The Democratic Republic of Congo last month 
swore in four Vice-Presidents, inaugurating a power-shar-
ing government intended to end five years of conflict. 
The new administration has the leaders of the two largest 
factions involved in the conflict, a member of the official op-
position and a representative of the President, Joseph Kabila.

INTERNATIONAL

The following is taken from a speech by Prof. Jose Maria Sison, 
chief political consultant of the National Democratic Front of the 
Philippines on the intervention of the US in the Philippines and 
Korea. Sison lives in The Netherlands as a political refugee.

Global briefs

The objectives of the US in the Philippines

International solidarity to break down the wall

Palestinians and internationals 
supporters gathered in Qalqiliya 
at 10am on and marched with bal-
loons, banners, and kites to the 
Separation Wall, where art perfor-
mances, a balloon launch, speeches, 
and a dramatic painting of the wall 
took place.

Israeli groups convened at the 
same point along the wall, on the 
opposite side. Palestinian and Israeli 
groups will attempt to reach a point 
where they can see each other.

A six-metre by four-metre 
banner reading “No Apartheid 
Wall” in Arabic, Hebrew, and 
English was raised over the wall, 
lifted by giant helium balloons, in 
addition to smaller balloons car-
rying the names of Palestinian 
prisoners from Qalqiliya.

The floating banner, escaping 
Qalqiliya, sent an urgent plea to 
the world on behalf of Palestinians 
throughout the West Bank impris-
oned behind the Wall.

The Separation Wall has laid 
siege to Qalqiliya’s population of 
45,000, now isolated within con-
crete and barbed wire, severely 
limiting or preventing movement 
between Palestinian cities and 
villages. The wall, which lies far 
inside the Green Line, has confis-
cated 35 percent of the city’s arable 
land and 33 percent of the city’s 
water resources.

Qalqiliya, once known as the 
“bread basket” of the West Bank 
now faces dire food and water 
shortages while the Israeli settle-
ments that surround it enjoy a rich 
supply of these resources. The wall 
has torn apart the local economy, 
causing a sharp rise in unemploy-
ment and stifling business.
Gush Shalom J

Palestinian residents and community organisations from Qalqiliya, 
Israeli Peace groups, and Human Rights activists with the 
International Solidarity Movement came together to demonstrate 
against the Separation Wall which is now surrounding Qalqiliya 
and which Israel is using to annex ten percent of the Occupied 
West Bank, attack the Palestinian economy and civil life, and force 
Palestinians to abandon their land.

The high-tech weaponry of the US is 
impotent against popular resistance.
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Of Wal-Mart and 
war crimes
Who or what is the world’s 
biggest exploiter of labour? It 
would appear to be good old US 
retailer Wal-Mart.

by Rob Gowland
Wal-Mart it seems has the dis-

tinction of exploiting no less than 
one million employees. Think of 
the surplus value they can get out of 
that many employees.

If Wal-Mart only gets the equiv-
alent of one day’s labour as surplus 
value out of each employee each 
week, that’s a million days of free 
labour for Wal-Mart. And they get 
it every week!

Small wonder then that, faced 
with a determined campaign in the 
US by lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people and 
organisations, Wal-Mart was able 
to generously agree to add sexual 
orientation to its non-discrimination 
policy.

However, if Wal-Mart’s man-
agement thought this tactical 
manoeuvre would take the heat out 
of the union movement’s campaigns 
against them, they were doomed to 
disappointment. Even gay labour 
groups weren’t overly impressed.

The week after Wal-Mart’s deci-
sion, gay union activist group Pride 
At Work said they were “gratified” 
by the announcement, but added: 
“However, we believe it’s just as 

important what Wal-Mart did not do 
last week.

“They did not make health care 
affordable for their employees, 
straight or gay. Nor did they include 
domestic partner benefits – the kind 
of benefits unions gain for their 
employees every day.

“They did not agree to stop sell-
ing sweatshop items, many made 
by children. Nor did they agree to 
allow the workers to form a union if 
the majority wants to do so.

“While we passionately believe 
in non discrimination language for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender workers, we do not think this 
one advance fixes what’s wrong at 
the world’s biggest company.

“For that reason, we say it’s a 
little early to pat them on the back.”

After that litany of things not 
done, I think most people would 
agree that the last sentence in Pride 
At Work’s statement is a hell of an 
understatement.

•••
As everybody knows, the US is 
more than keen to have its enemies 
hauled up before international tribu-
nals and charged with war crimes. 
But it is adamantly opposed to 
having US personnel made subject 
to such tribunals or courts.

Considering its long record of 
war crimes this is probably not so 
surprising. A very partial list includes 
crimes in Vietnam (napalm), 
Panama (bombardment of civil-
ian neighbourhoods, at least 2000 
deaths), Bosnia (bombardment of 
civilian zones with depleted ura-
nium), Yugoslavia (bombardment 
of factories, civilian infrastructure, 
assassinations of journalists, the 
violation of the UN Charter), and of 
course in Iraq.

US crimes in Iraq include 
bombardment and assaults against 
civilians, attacks against hospitals 

and ambulances, attacks against 
journalists, and the organisation and 
protection of mass looting.

Not to mention, in all these 
cases, the fundamental crime of 
making war on these countries in 
the first place.

In Belgium, anti-war activists 
were pursuing indictments in the 
country’s courts against US General 
Franks under a law that punishes 
genocide and war crimes. Seventeen 
Iraqi and two Jordanian families of 
victims had given evidence when 
Belgian’s new right-wing govern-
ment abrogated proceedings.

Anti-war activists were out-
raged. The Stop US organisation 
declared: “Today is a day of shame 
for Belgium! The first act of the 
new Verhofstadt government was to 
drop its trousers in front of Bush.”

The US Government had been 

furious that the case had ever got 
to court at all. The Belgian right 
foresaw all manner of unpleasant 
consequences for Belgium if the 
case proceeded.

Former NATO Secretary Willy 
Claes warned that the US might 
move NATO headquarters from 
Brussels to Warsaw in retaliation, a 
move that would cost Belgium jobs. 
Others warned that the US could 
curtail its investments in Europe.

Supporters of the war crimes 
laws pointed out in response that 
Claes didn’t lift a finger when 
Philips closed a factory in his prov-
ince and threw thousands out of 
work or when Ford threatened the 
jobs of workers in Genk.

As for US investments in 
Europe? Europe has invested much 
more capital in the US than the 
other way around!

Actually, NATO may yet move 
to Warsaw or somewhere else in the 
East, but in the view of Stop USA, 
that will be “in order to draw closer 
to the new wars it [the USA] plans 
to wage there and in the Middle 
East”.

Stop USA says it will mobil-
ise public opinion against the 
Verhofstadt government’s dumping 
of Belgium’s war crimes and geno-
cide laws.

The organisation asks: “Is 
Belgium a sovereign state or a 
colony? It’s a question that has 
far-reaching impact: doesn’t Bush 
consider the entire world to be a US 
colony?

“Resisting Bush’s diktats is 
indispensable for defending peace 
for years to come!”

And that’s a sentiment we can 
all agree with. J

Trying to
bury history
The attempt to bury Australia’s 
colonial history continues apace 
under this Federal Government. 
What it comes down to is the 
greed-driven system being fed 
by the current government in 
Canberra which is constantly 
attacking the collective and 
sharing culture of the Aboriginal 
people.

The Aboriginal Tent Embassy 
in front of Old Parliament House 
in Canberra is one example, the 
racist slurs being hurled about by 
Federal Ministers over funding for 
Aboriginal programs is another.

Last month more than 40 police 
gathered outside the Tent Embassy 
and at about 6am raided it.

They claimed they were doing it 
because of safety reasons, to remove 
a shipping container that had been 
burnt in an arson attack. Contractors 
engaged by the National Capital 
Authority checked out the container 
then loaded it onto a truck.

But this victimisation is part 
of an ongoing attempt to shut the 
Embassy down. It’s an embarrass-
ment for the Government because it 
highlights the history of disposses-
sion of Aboriginal people and this 
current government’s racist policies.

Police arrested Embassy activist 
Darren Bloomfield during the raid, 
and assaulted him while they were 
doing it. He was locked up and later 
hauled before the ACT Magistrates 
court and charged with “obstructing 
and hindering” a Commonwealth 
official.

Behind the attacks both on 
the Embassy and over funding is 
Federal Territories Minister, Wilson 

Tuckey. He is the racist who claimed 
Aboriginal people can’t manage 
money because of their culture.

Tuckey is also doing his 
best to inflame some differences 
between Aboriginal people over the 
Embassy. This is what he said about 
the Embassy and its residents: 

“They are not relevant to the 
current debate, they’re itinerants. 
We’ve consulted with the traditional 
owners, the elected regional council 
of ATSIC and the elected executive 
of ATSIC. And why would you go 
and talk to a mob of squatters?”

For a start, Tuckey and his mob 
are the squatters. They’ve been 
squatting on Aboriginal land for 
more than 200 years. They’ve vio-
lated it in every way and used the 
prison and police system to allow 
them to get away with it.

Secondly, how about the 
hypocrisy of Tuckey suppos-
edly consulting ATSIC, the 
organisation his government just 
gutted and handed over to a white 
administrator.

Sharon Livermore, from the 
Kempsey Koori Artists Aboriginal 
Corporation, in NSW, put Tuckey 
in his place. She said in a letter 
to the Koori Mail: “Why should 
we ever see any money given into 
Aboriginal hands as handouts from 
some benevolent dictator?

“To my way of thinking all these 
people are doing is paying rent. And 
in my opinion the rent should have 
been raised long ago. What we do 
with what is rightfully ours is really 
none of white Australia’s business.

“If our leaders and administra-
tors are to be brought to account for 
what they do with our finances, then 
it is we the Aboriginal people of this 
nation who solely have the right to 
do so.”

ATSIC chairman Geoff Clark 

recently rebuffed the racist idea 
about money management by saying 
that “whitefella politicians are talk-
ing on behalf of a mob which has 
overseen multi-billion losses with 
the collapse of companies such as 
HIH and OneTel.”

Sharon Livermore also points to 
the collapse of Ansett and the sale of 
Telstra “along with everything else 
that rings and pulls in this country.” 
When she says that “the only thing 
you can be sure will never be lost in 
this country are the things we have 
repossessed” the divide between 
capitalist private ownership and the 
collective ownership of Indigenous 
culture is made glaringly clear.

Nathan Barnes
Brisbane, Qld

Truth will out
It seems that having become so 
immersed in the business of lying 
to cover up for their government 
leaders – the children overboard 
and WMD, for example – the 
media cannot even tell the truth 
about such a simple matter as 
negotiations on the question 
of the alleged threat of North 
Korean nuclear preparations.

Last week the main daily papers 
trumpeted a “victory” for the United 
States when it was announced that 
North Korea had agreed to hold 
multi-lateral talks with the US, 
Japan, South Korea, China and 
Russia.

This alleged “victory” was 
because North Korea had been hold-
ing out for one-on-one talks with the 
US and has now agreed to multi-
lateral talks.

It transpires that the US for its 

part has agreed to hold one-on-one 
discussions with North Korea next 
month during multi-lateral talks. 
This is a “US concession requested 
by China” says the Washington 
Post.

A North Korean foreign min-
istry statement said, “Some time 
ago, the US informed the DPRK 
(North Korea) through a third party 
that the DPRK-US bilateral talks 
may be held within the framework 
of multi-lateral talks”.

The US had previously cat-
egorically refused to hold such 
one-on-one talks.

As the saying goes, “truth will 
out” but one will look in vain to find 
it in Australia’s “free” press.

Bruce Gillman
Sydney, NSW

LETTERS

Culture
& Life

Perth
Celebrate with

Cuban friends at the 
Santiago de Cuba 

Carnival
Venue: Kulcha Multicultural 

Arts centre of WA,
1/15 South Terrace, Fremantle

(above Dome café)

Saturday, August 9
7 pm until late.

Featuring Latin band 
SABROSON. Free dancing 

lessons by Dessie Kovan plus a 
good dose of politics.

$15 at the door or by phoning 
Vinnie 0419 812 872
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Alicia Markova: The People’s 
Ballerina (ABC 2.05pm Sunday) 
begins a specially selected season 
of dance programs on the ABC 
during the month of August.

Alicia Markova: The People’s 
Ballerina traces the life of the prima 
ballerina and dance icon who was 
determined to popularise classi-
cal ballet and bring it to people for 
whom ballet was an unknown art.

The publicists for the repeat 
of Ken Burns’ splendid 

series Jazz (ABC 5.00pm Sundays) 
claim that jazz is “arguably the most 
significant art form of the twentieth 
century”. Nonsense.

The the most significant art form 
of the 20th century, no argument 
possible, is the motion picture. 

Nevertheless, that does not 
detract from Burns’ wonderful 
series. As in his other series on 
The Civil War and Baseball, Burns 
account of the history of jazz is 
informative without being dry, warm 
without being mawkish, and down 
to earth without being lowbrow.

It is also very enjoyable, as a 
series about jazz should be.

The human voice is a remark-
able instrument as the new 

three-part series The Voice (ABC 
7.30pm Sundays) demonstrates. 
Episode one, Show Some Emotion, 
looks at the female voice in many 
manifestations, from gospel to jazz 
to pop to opera.

A lot of great women singers 
are glimpsed in action, and almost 
as many are heard commenting on 
earlier singers Bessie Smith, Judy 
Garland, Edith Piaf, Billie Holliday, 
Patsy Cline and Maria Callas. These 
comments from inside the trade, as 
it were, are sometimes illuminat-
ing, but sometimes demonstrate that 
without a set of lyrics some singers 
are almost inarticulate.

The Shark Net (ABC 8.30pm 
Sundays) is a dramatisation 

in three episodes of Robert Drewe’s 
award-winning memoir about his 

childhood and adolescence grow-
ing up in WA in the ’50s and ’60s, 
his troubled relationship with his 
mother and the ostracism he and his 
girlfriend encounter when the latter 
gets pregnant.

During this period Perth was 
terrorised for many months by 
one of Australia’s most notorious 
serial killers, Eric Cooke, who was 
employed by Drewe’s father and 
one of whose victims was a close 
friend of Drewe.

Between 1948 and 1963, Cooke 
is believed to have committed 20 
murders and attempted murders. He 
was the last person hanged in WA.

Drewe’s memoir The Shark Net 
was published in 2000. It won the 
WA Premier’s Prize, The Courier 
Mail Book of the Year Award, and 
the Vision Australia Book of the 
Year Award.

This TV version has been 
adapted by Ian David, writer of the 
multi-ward-winning Blue Murder 
and the docudramas Police State 
and Police Crop.

Tim Draxl plays Robert Drewe, 
with William McInnes as his father, 
Angie Milliken as his mother, 
Leeanna Walsman as his girlfriend, 
and Daniel Wyllie as Eric Cooke. 

That international poseur and 
art critic Robert Hughes 

claims that, prior to his near-fatal 
car accident in Broome, he had 
been trying for years to write a 
book about the great Spanish artist 
Francesco Goya.

Goya, it seems, “took over his 
life”. The result is Goya: Crazy Like 
a Genius (ABC 9.25pm Sunday), 
an account of the life and career of 
“one of the most radical artists that 
ever lived”.

Goya’s vivid and often 
disturbing artworks are beauti-
fully portrayed throughout the 
documentary. To Hughes, “Goya fed 
off popular culture but wasn’t just 
a man of the people. He was both 
reporter and moralist”.

Charlie Hill is an Oneida 
Indian and a satirist who 

fights centuries of prejudice 
with humour and music. Born in 
Michigan, his standup routine deals 
with serious questions of land 
rights, racism and tensions between 
white and native Americans.

The documentary On And Off 
The Res’ With Charlie Hill (SBS 
7.30pm Monday) includes clips 
from his appearances on popular 
US TV shows over the last 20-odd 

years. Hill presents the Indian cul-
ture from a different angle and 
brings to the surface a kind of self-
deprecating sense of humour that 
people didn’t know existed in the 
Native American culture.

The US military has always 
been awash with drugs. 

How could it be otherwise?
The Strategic Air Command 

nuclear bomber crews, who sat out 
on the tarmac like WW2 fighter 
pilots, waiting for the order to 
scramble and go fight a nuclear war, 
were understandably zonked out of 
their minds most of the time.

In Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, 
drugs were the only escape from the 
horror they were forced to be part 
of. In Afghanistan and Iraq, the US 
Air Force, Navy and Special Forces 
routinely issue mind-altering drugs 
to their soldiers and airmen.

The Need For Speed: Going 
To War On Drugs, screening on 
The Cutting Edge (SBS 8.30pm 
Tuesday), exposes how amphet-
amines, and the sedatives that often 
accompany them, are forced upon 
pilots flying multi-million dollar 
jets into combat and Special Forces 

soldiers operating behind enemy 
lines.

US military personnel explain 
how they were used as guinea pigs 
in wars ranging from Bosnia to Iraq.

The program follows the case 
of the two US pilots, Major Harry 
Schmidt and Major Bill Umbach, 
who are under investigation for the 
deaths by “friendly fire” of four 
Canadian soldiers in Afghanistan 
in 2002. Their defence is that they 
were flying under the influence of 
amphetamines supplied by the Air 
Force.

In 1952, it was announced 
the United Kingdom would 

conduct a series of atomic tests 
on Australian soil. Although the 
Federal Government acknowl-
edged the many Indigenous 
communities living in the area, it 
was decided that the interests of a 
“handful of natives” could not be 
put before the interests of the British 
Commonwealth.

SA Mid-North 5724: We 
Of Little Voice, screening in the 
Australia By Numbers timeslot 
(SBS 7.30pm Wednesday), focuses 
on the plight and concerns of the 
Aboriginal people from communi-
ties in northern South Australia, 
communities that have experienced 
the effects of the nuclear industry.

The Big Picture: The Age 
Of Terror (ABC 8.30pm 

Wednesdays) is a four-part series 
that claims to chronicle the history 
of modern terrorism. It is however, 
flawed from the start, for it begins 
in 1946 in the Middle East and ends 
there half a century later.

Modern terrorism was already 
well in evidence when the US 
Government bribed the Sicilian 
Mafia to ambush and massacre 
Communist-led anti-fascist guerril-
las while the Second World War was 
still being fought.

Even as the War ended, the 
US organised and funded terror-
ist actions against civilians in 
Belgium and Italy, to create fear and 
strengthen anti-Communist posi-
tions in Europe.

The series also identifies 
Menachem Begin’s Irgun terrorist 
group that bombed the King David 
Hotel in Jerusalem in 1946 as a 
“national liberation movement” like 
the ANC or ZANU in Africa.

By this definition, other fascist 
nationalist groups like the Forest 
Brothers in the Baltic states, who 
murdered collective farm chair-
men in the ’40s, would qualify as 
“national liberation movements”.

The series does identify some 
of the terrorism that the US and 
other imperialist states have been 
responsible for, but smears a lot of 
progressive movements with the ter-
rorist brush. J
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by Bob Briton
The campaign itself was at the 

centre of a row over costs between 
the Department of Health and the 
Government Communications Unit. 
In the end, the propaganda unit 
won out over the penny-pinching 
Department and we now have a 
campaign that will cost $26 over 
the next two years. A similar media 
blitz was planned for the Medicare 
changes outlined in recent months 
by Federal Health Minister, Kay 
Patterson, but problems in getting 
the necessary legislation through the 
Senate have put those ads on hold 
for the moment.

The PBS campaign is drawn 
from the same well of duplicity as 
the Howard Government’s “Fairer 
Medicare” package. While claim-
ing to save these cornerstones of 
the popular national health system 
from a collapse brought on by rising 
costs, the Federal Government’s 
intention is to empty them of their 
previously understood meaning and 
prepare the schemes for eventual 
scrapping.

In the case of Medicare, the 
proposed “reforms” to the scheme 
would destroy bulk-billing and with 
it any inbuilt restraints on the cost 
to the public of a range of health 
services including that of a visit to 
a GP.

Spiralling charges would force 
many more people into the arms of 
the private health insurers, not just 
for hospital cover but for GP and 
other medical services and tests. 
It would create greater opportuni-
ties for high cost private health 
service providers as well as the 
insurance companies. Eventually, 
the Commonwealth would only be 
responsible for maintaining a third 
rate safety net for the extremely 
poor, i.e. we would have US-style 
health care.

With the PBS, the Howard 
Government has again been frus-
trated in its efforts to push more of 
the cost of the system onto patients. 
After the 2002 Budget, the Senate 

blocked a proposed 30 percent 
increase in the “co-payment” to be 
paid by the public for their medi-
cines. The $6.90 increase would 
have pushed the cost of a standard 
prescription to $30 and the $1.10 
rise for health care cardholders 
would have meant their prescrip-
tions would have cost $4.80.

The Natcen economic research 
unit in Canberra calculated that 
working poor families would spend 
around nine per cent of their income 
on medicines under the changed 
arrangements.

The planned PBS co-payment 
increase and the Medicare “reforms” 
remain as possible triggers for an 
early double-dissolution election for 
the Coalition. In the meantime, the 
battle to turn around opposition to 
the Government’s vandalism goes 
on with certain, entirely predictable 
themes.

Of button-up shoes 
and subsidised 
prescriptions

The Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Scheme is now over 50 years old. 
It was established in 1948 to ensure 
access for Australian residents to 
necessary and lifesaving drugs from 
the British Pharmacopoeia.

Its operation was cemented into 
law with Part VII of the National 
Health Act 1953 and the National 
Health (Pharmaceutical Benefits) 
Regulations 1960 made under that 
Act.

In its first year of operation 
it listed 139 drugs and cost the 
Commonwealth $298,074. Last 
year, there were 593 drug sub-
stances in 1,461 forms and strengths 
and marketed under 2,506 brands. 
The cost to the Commonwealth, by 
then, had soared to over $4.5 billion 
per annum.

For the time being, the PBS 
credo is still to provide equity of 
access to necessary medicines and 

to be part of a national medicines 
policy framework. The other ele-
ments, according to the website, are:

• supply of medicines of 
acceptable quality, safety and effi-
cacy;

• quality use of medicines by 
providers and consumers; and

• maintenance of a viable phar-
maceutical industry in Australia.

The operation of the PBS, like 
Medicare, is popular among the 
Australian people and its func-
tion in ensuring equity has been 
endorsed by the UN’s World Health 
Organisation.

Without the PBS, Australians 
would be in the same boat as US 
residents. The average patient 
suffering from heart disease and 
diabetes in that country now pays 
around $1000 per month for their 
medication alone!

However, schemes like the PBS 
are hangovers from more generous 
times when people’s struggles and 
strong competition (both ideological 
and in the form of social gains for 
workers) from successful socialist 
revolutions forced governments of 
developed capitalist countries like 
Australia to make concessions.

Nearly all such competition 
has been removed. Global domina-
tion of markets by transnational 
corporations makes notions like the 
“maintenance of a viable pharma-
ceutical industry in Australia” sound 
positively quaint.

Funding clouds 
with silver linings

The Federal Government is keen 
to stress how expensive the PBS is. 
The current media campaign warns 
people not to hoard drugs by buying 
unnecessary repeats. It claims that 
undeserving people are using fake 
or out of date health care cards to 
obtain medicines at the concession 
rate.

Australians are even being 
encouraged to make changes to their 
lifestyles rather than seek fixes to 
health problems with drugs.

The government has already 
undermined the PBS scheme by 
removing some quite important 
medications from the list and intro-
ducing a charge for pensioners and 
other health care card holders.

Soon all prescriptions will 

show the “real” cost of prescription 
drugs alongside the amount we pay 
through the PBS. In this case, “real” 
cost means the price that drug-
manufacturing monopolies succeed 
in squeezing out of markets like 
Australia. Drug companies would 
prefer we believe that this price 
reflects the cost of research and 
development for new generations 
of wonder drugs. The truth lies 
elsewhere.

An indication of the real situa-
tion was supplied with a 1987 survey 
of the industry by the Australian 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
Association that found that 2.2 
percent of employees work in the 
medical department, 2.2 per cent 
in research and development, 4.9 
per cent in quality assurance and a 
huge 25.5 per cent in marketing. In 
1990, a repeat of the survey saw the 
number in marketing rise to almost 
30 per cent.

The Government recognises 
that the major cause of the 20 
percent increase in the cost of the 
PBS last year and 10 percent the 
year before was the trend towards 
the prescribing of newer, more 
expensive medicines – the highly 
marketable, so-called “block-
buster” drugs.

Very little attention will be 
given to this core problem as the 
media campaign unfolds. The focus 
will be on small ticket items that 
seem to indicate that the sick and 
suffering are to blame for this cur-
rent crunch-time for policy makers. 
Above all, the impression of an 
intolerable crisis will be conveyed.

Who’s minding the 
store?

However, the public coffers 
shouldn’t be defenceless in all of 
this. Before a new drug can appear 
on the Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Schedule (the list of subsidised pre-
scription medicines), drugs must be 
considered by the Pharmaceutical 
Pricing Authority and finally 
approved by the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Advisory Committee 
(PBAC). Before public monies 
are paid through pharmacists to 
wholesalers and manufacturers, a 
“benchmark price” for new drugs is 
set at the lowest level among com-
parable medicines.

Unfortunately, for some time 
the PBAC has been acting more 
and more in the interests of pharma-
ceutical manufacturers and less and 
less in the interests of patients or the 
public purse.

Two and a half years ago the 
problem reached scandalous propor-
tions when the then Federal Health 
Minister Michael Wooldridge tried 
to appoint the former head of the 
drug industry lobby, Mr Pat Clear, 
as chair of the powerful PBAC. 
Twelve committee members, includ-
ing the previous chairman Professor 
Don Birkett, resigned in disgust.

Lloyd Sansom was appointed as 
a compromise chair but the pressure 
to be sensitive to the “needs” of the 
drug industry continues unabated. 
Manufacturers realise that the listing 

of a drug on the schedule represents 
quite a financial coup.

Enter the FTA
The Doctors Reform Society 

is not alone in believing that 
skyrocketing costs for the PBS 
serve the Federal Government’s 
strategy of destroying the national 
health system. Reinforcements for 
the Government in this struggle 
may soon come in the form of a 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with 
the US.

While Federal Trade Minister 
Mark Vaile, Australia’s chief nego-
tiator Stephen Deady and the US’s 
lead negotiator Ralph Ives all insist 
that the PBS is off limits for any 
agreement, the Federal Government 
concedes that changes will have to 
be made. It will have to be “more 
transparent” and “less complex”.

Drug manufacturing monopo-
lies in the US hate the PBS. In 
2000, the peak Pharmaceutical 
Research and Manufacturers of 
America  (PhRMA) asked the US 
administration to put Australia on 
the “Special 301” watch list of 
countries because of the “trade dis-
torting” PBS. Section 301 of the US 
Trade Act allows the US to set itself 
up as the judge of which countries 
are “guilty” of impeding free trade 
and to be subjected to economic 
sanctions.

While the PhRMA never 
followed through with its legal 
challenge, its hostility to the 
PBS remains. It is estimated that 
“benchmark pricing” alone saves 
Australian consumers $860 million 
a year. To put it another way, it 
keeps a large stack of extra money 
out of the clutches of drug manu-
facturing transnationals. This is 
clearly an intolerable situation for 
some heavyweight monopolists.

“Cheated” by the current PBS 
arrangements are huge manu-
facturing concerns linked to the 
Rockefeller family fortune and 
descendents of I G Farben chemical 
company like Hoechst and Bayer. 
These are people that are used to 
getting their way.

The topic of the PBS has 
already been raised in the May and 
July rounds of talks for a Free Trade 
Agreement in Hawaii. In October, 
another round will take place in 
Canberra. By then we can expect the 
“crisis” afflicting the PBS to have 
worsened considerably despite the 
Government’s best efforts to intro-
duce common sense economies as 
suggested in the high profile media 
campaign.

Changes to the PBS – necessary 
under the “Free Trade” Agreement 
– will probably also help solve the 
funding disaster that has overtaken 
the PBS. Competition will eventu-
ally deliver cheaper medicines. And 
pigs might fly!

The current campaign to 
defend Medicare should take note 
of these developments and include 
the defence of the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme in its activities. 
One of the major concessions won 
by Australian workers from capital-
ism is now on the line. J

THE WORKERS’ WEEKLY
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA

PBS: the other target of
the private health care industry

By now most readers of The Guardian would have seen some 
of the latest batch of advertisements from the Commonwealth 
Government to do with the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS). 
The TV campaign features that popular media commentator on 
medical issues, Dr James Wright, and discusses ways to reduce 
waste in the PBS. The object of the campaign is to help save the 
Australia’s subsidised medicines scheme from ballooning costs… 
or so we are told.


