COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA

The Howard-Costello May Budget has been used to
push Universities into its market-oriented straightjacket,
reduce the size and scope of university councils,
sneak into these councils more representatives of the
big corporations, abolish compulsory student union
membership and staff “pattern bargaining”. It has been
forced to back-off from its earlier insistence that all
staff be forced into individual work contracts. Now they
will, however, have to be made “aware” of this option
thereby putting more pressure on staff employment. The
Government is likely to use new “National Governance
Protocols” to justify minimising or removing student
representation from university councils.

by Peter Mac

Its funding proposals will also
effectively segregate universities
into rich and poor categories.
Some may even be bankrupted.
Student fees will be ruthlessly
commercialised, beginning with a
massive 30 percent increase in fees
for many courses.

To sweeten the bitter pill and
help cover its massive attack the
Government has come up with a
proposal to increase funding by
$1.5 billion over the next four
years with the majority becoming
available ONLY in the 2005 to 2007
period. As has happened with other
such commitments, when the time
comes, they are forgotten.

Grim picture

The Government’s announce-
ments cover up an increasingly
grim picture for universities and
their students. The universities
have lost almost $1 billion for
publicly-subsidised student places
over the Howard Government’s
period in office.

Excluding HECS (which
is actually a loan arrangement)
Commonwealth-contributed

university operating funds actually
fell from $11,687 to $9,362 per
student by 2001.

University funding is also not
being adequately indexed for infla-
tion. Democrats Senator Natasha
Stott-Despoja observed recently:

“...wages have been rising
by 3.25 per cent a year, but the
wages and adjustments used to
index university grants is only 1.55
percent. This amounts to an annual
reduction in real terms of 1.3 per
cent in university funding.”

She noted: “Even universities
that appear to win in the short term
will find the value of their increases
is rapidly eroded while indexation
remains unrealistically low”.

Despite Government promises
that no university would be worse
off under the new scheme, several
universities would actually lose
between $26 million and $43
million over the plan’s operating
period.

For example, according to the
Commonwealth Department of
Education, Science and Training,
the University of Western Sydney
would lose $4 million in 2005.
The University’s own calculations
indicate that the reduction would in
fact be $31 million, with devastat-

Angry teachers
consider nation-wide action

Teachers from all states and territories will consider taking
nation-wide co-ordinated industrial action in September
because of ongoing attacks on their wages and conditions.

NSW Teachers’ Federation (NSWTF) President,
Maree O’Halloran, said last week that state Labor
governments were working together against teachers.

Such a national action by teachers would be a first in Australia.
See story page 4
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ing implications for the University’s
future operations. The University of
Western Sydney serves predomi-
nantly working class areas.

The University of New England
would also lose $1.3 million in
2005, and the Victoria University
of Technology would lose $6.9
million between 2005 and 2007.
New figures reveal that even the
University of NSW would lose
$43 million in the first year.

In what amounts to financial
blackmail, the government has
made funding increases dependant
on the introduction of oppres-
sive workplace and governance
“reforms”.

Strings attached

University authorities under-
stand full well the strings attached
to the Government’s proposal and
some are rushing to capitulate to the
Government’s blackmail.

Sydney University would
receive some $36 million over
three years under the proposal.
To make sure they get it, members
of the University Senate took the
“commercialisation” bit between
their collective teeth last week,
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and opted to increase student fees
by 30 percent, if the new funding
plan legislation is passed.

Tim Chapman, NSW education
officer for the National Union of
Students, commented bitterly
that the Sydney University senate
was “so keen to get its hands on
students’ money that it wants to be
ready to charge the Government’s
proposed massive fees as soon as
it can.”

Wollongong University is also
likely to impose the 30 percent
increase for many of its courses
and other universities will doubtless
follow suit. Student organisations
have threatened mass demonstra-
tions if the legislation is passed.

The proposed fee structure is
based on the claim that a person
with a university degree has a
much higher potential income on
graduation than a person with a
secondary education.

Based on this thinking tuition
costs charged as students’ course
fees are also likely to rise signifi-
cantly. For example, law students
are likely to pay 85 percent of their
course costs, and education students
35 percent.
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Government’s Uni
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However, a study by the
Business Council of Australia found
that Australians with university
qualifications now earn only 36
percent more than those with a
secondary education. Australia
compares unfavourably with the
UK (71 per cent), the US (80
per cent) and the OECD average
(60 per cent).

In certain work areas in
Australia the differential is even
smaller. Many NSW TAFE
contract teachers now claim that
they would actually be better off
working as supermarket check-out
employees.

The Government claims
that under its proposals students
would pay only 26.9 per cent of
the cost of their education. The
National Tertiary Education Union
disputes this and points out that
the proportion paid by students
has on average risen from 19 to
39.7 per cent during the Howard
Government’s period in office, and
that its new plan would provide for
an across-the-board fee increase of
up to 30 per cent.

continued page 3
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What has David Hicks done?

If any further proof were needed of the total servility of the
Howard Government to the American machine, it is provided
by their failure to give any support whatsoever to Australian
citizen David Hicks incarcerated without trial for 19 months in
the offshore jail of the US at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.

What has David Hicks done? Committed some heinous
crime, murdered someone, been involved in an illegal war,
pedalled drugs, become a mercenary (like those who came to
PNG a few years ago)? What?

For these long 19 months he has been paraded in shackles
by his jailers, (as seen in several TV programs), blindfolded
from time to time, kept in a cage open to the elements, inter-
rogated (whatever that might mean) — but never charged and
never given a trial. Even if he were to be charged and tried it
will be by a closed military tribunal with, maybe, a legal repre-
sentative who will be provided by the military tribunal.

Is this the freedom and justice that Australian troops are
supposed to be fighting for in Afghanistan and in Iraq? Only
naive fools will accept any longer that this is what the Howard
Government and the US administration, led by that imbecile,
George W Bush, are really on about.

Compare the silence and inaction of the Government with
the hullabaloo raised by the arrest and sentencing of the two
Australians prosecuted some time ago in Cambodia for the
theft of some jewellery. On that occasion Foreign Minister
Downer even interceded with the Prime Minister of Cambodia
and the daily press was all agog with its demands.

What the world is witnessing in Guantanamo is the tearing
up of international law as it relates to the treatment of prison-
ers of war. These men, who were captured either in Afghanistan
or in Pakistan, were deliberately sent to Guantanamo so that
they would have no redress to what are normal procedures on
the territory of the United States or in Australia.

Although Guantanamo is a US base it is not regarded
as a piece of US real estate — unless, of course, the Cuban
Government should demand that the US forces get out of what
is a legal part of Cuban territory.

It is the same treatment that the Howard Government and
its cold-blooded axeman, Phillip Ruddock, has handed out to
the refugees sent to Nauru, Manus Island and now Christmas
Island with the express purpose of denying them the legal
rights available to them had they set foot on any part of the
Australian Commonwealth.

Another implementation of this “new” policy of tearing up
international laws and treaties will soon be demonstrated by
Australia and its partners in crime should they start “inter-
dicting” North Korean ships “suspected” of carrying missiles.
What is intended is nothing less than piracy — but, of course,
our favourite and most consummate liar will come up with
some justification to make it sound “legal”.

Remember all the arguments about the freedom of the seas
and “free trade”?

Then there was the war against Iragq, itself in clear violation
of international law. But when it is wrapped in the high-
sounding “coalition of the willing” anything and everything
goes.

However, the “coalition of liars” is beginning to come un-
stuck, not because of any willingness on the part of Bush, Blair
or Howard and their respective foreign ministers to come clean,
but as a result of the constant probing of the many distortions
and untruths used to justify this dirty war.

On all these issues it is unfortunate that the Labor Party
either remains silent or has a policy much the same as that of
the Liberals.

Remember the silence of Kim Beazley on the “children
overboard” affair? Where is their full-blooded campaign to
get a fair hearing for David Hicks? Labor’s foreign affairs
spokesperson Kevin Rudd is even more bellicose when it comes
to North Korea than is Alexander Downer, and that is saying
something.

Let the people stand up. The democratic and legal rights
that have been fought for and won in decades of struggle are
being whittled away.

PRESS FUND
With last week came further revelations concerning those pre-war lies
about Iraq’s leadership seeking to purchase uranium to make nuclear
weapons. As a result, the coalition of liars are all struggling to blame
each other, or their respective intelligence services, to cover up the real
reasons for their war on Iraq. But truth will out!

‘We’re happy to announce that the Press Fund is now half-way to our
annual target of $12,000 with just half the year gone. That puts us right
on track.

Our grateful thanks to those who contributed to the Fund this week:
From Comrades to celebrate the 85th Anniversary of LK $50.

June Ayres $10, T Bartlett $100, “Round Figure” $14, Raymond Taylor
$20, DD $50.

This week’s total $244. Progressive total $6300.
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Editors must resign

The following statement is by Geoff Clarke,
Chair of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC),

reprinted from the Koori Mail.

The editors of The Australian newspaper should resign in shame
over the vicious, contemptible and despicable lies they have told
their readers about the findings of the independent ATSIC review
panel. Hidden away in the Weekend Australian (June 21-22) is a so-
called correction which yet again deliberately deceives its readers
about the contents of the review panel’s report.

The correction attempts to
explain why The Australian falsely
reported that ATSIC review panel
member Jackie Huggins said “the
commission would be regarded as
a ‘corruption-riddled shambles’ if it
were a white organisation”.

In response to what I under-
stand was an outraged letter from
Ms Huggins to the editor-in-chief
of The Australian, the newspaper
published a “correction” which
admitted she made no such state-
ment. The correction then says:
“The quote was taken from the
review team’s discussion paper”.

This claim is a total and utter lie
— there is no such quote in the dis-
cussion paper.

I challenge The Australian to
find and publish such a quote from
the report. 1 also challenge The
Australian to correct its correction
and tell the truth to its readers about
how it came about that a fictitious
quote was manufactured and then
attributed to Ms Huggins. It should
also inform its readers about which
editorial personnel were involved in
this attempted deception.

The Australian first published
the outrageous lie “ATSIC a corrupt
shambles” as a front-page banner
headline on the previous Thursday.
The headline falsely implied this
was a judgment made about ATSIC
by the review panel report.

This complete distortion of the
review panel findings was unques-
tioningly picked up and broadcast to
millions of Australians by electronic
media, including the ABC.

The following day it made a
naked and weak attempt to make

its lie stand up with the story con-
taining the fictitious quote from Ms
Huggins. Ironically this fraud was
perpetrated in a story headlined “I
had to be honest: ATSIC critic”.

Interestingly the correction said
the story was headlined “I had to be
brutally honest: ATSIC critic”. What
an interesting slip.

On current form [ am absolutely
confident The Australian will con-
tinue to treat its readers like mugs
and will not publish this correction
of the public record. They have got
form.

In May The Australian claimed
that Justice Angel from the Supreme
Court of the Northern Territory had
delivered a major blow to freedom
of the press by convicting one of
its journalists, Paul Toohey, for tres-
passing on Aboriginal land.

The Australian’s “spin” on
the judge’s decision omitted the
pertinent facts that the judge had
described Mr Toohey’s breach of
the law as “serious, wilful and cal-
culated”. The judge also said of Mr
Toohey that his “duty as a journalist
was to act lawfully, not unlawfully”.

On four separate occasions
in one week ATSIC attempted to
set the public record straight with
The Australian by highlighting the
judge’s findings. On each occasion
the newspaper declined to publish
our views in what appeared to be
a deliberate bid to suppress a true
account of the court’s judgment.

ATSIC can cite numerous
other examples of what appears to
be a calculated campaign by The
Australian to vilify the national
peak body of Indigenous peoples.

When influential media outlets
deliberately abuse freedom [of the press]...

There have been sins both of com-
mission and omission.

I hope such a campaign is not
based upon some mistaken belief
that I am related to the late Professor
Manning Clark.

The public should also be
aware of the human costs of The
Australian’s false and malicious slur
on ATSIC’s decent and hardworking
staff and elected officials.

I have been told of the personal
hurt and anguish of staff members,
some of whom are being abused
by their neighbours because of the
recent biased, distorted and false
claims being made against ATSIC.

Some of them are considering
personal legal action against 7he
Australian or making a complaint to
the Australian Press Council.

Readers of The Australian and
consumers of other media would be
surprised to know that the very first
key principle of the ATSIC review
paper said: “ATSIC should be the
peak State/Territory and national
body, which advocates for the
development of Indigenous com-
munities”.

I do not recall this fact being
reported in any of the media in
recent days. In fact, many media
reports suggested the very opposite;
that the review panel was seeking
the abolition of ATSIC.

How can this be?

I am a strong supporter of
freedom of the press but with such
freedom comes grave responsibility.

When influential media outlets
deliberately abuse that freedom,
there should be some readily and
easily accessible authority avail-
able to call them to account and to
impose meaningful sanctions.

At the moment, wronged par-
ties have access only to the Press
Council, which is widely regarded
as a toothless tiger, or they must
embark upon prohibitively expen-
sive and time-consuming litigation.

I urge Federal, State and
Territory governments to consider
introducing some form of media
ombudsman to give victims of
media distortions some protection
against such excesses and abuses of
power. @

* restoring bulk billing for all

Join in the SAVE MEDICARE CAMPAIGN

Visit the CPA’s website at <http://www.cpa.org.au> to obtain a petition, a leaflet and a poster.

The petition is directed to the Senate which could block the changes being introduced by the
Howard Government. It calls on the Senate “to retain and extend the universal public health
insurance system Medicare by:

* increasing financial support to the public health system
« switching to the public Medicare system the $3.6 billion currently used to prop up the
private health insurance industry.

It calls on the Senate to oppose the “introduction of cuts to Medicare services, limitations on
its coverage and the introduction of up-front fees for GP visits.

Print out a copy of the petition and start collecting signatures. When you have filled a sheet,
please mail to CPA 65 Campbell Street, Surry Hills. 2010

Join the protest rally being organised by
the SAVE MEDICARE ALLIANCE in Sydney.

See details opposite page.

A petition collection arranged by the Blacktown Branch of the CPA
at a street stall in Auburn (Sydney) won the signatures of
500 people in a short space of time.
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The new coloniser

countries;

Keeping troops in Iraq;

Sending troops back to Afghanistan;
Troops in East Timor;

Troops to the Solomon Islands;
Intervention in other Pacific Island

“Interdicting” North Korean ships on

the high seas.

This is the immediate agenda
of the Howard Government as it
prepares for one military adventure
after another as the US’s “deputy
sheriff” throughout the world.

Without waiting for a formal
go ahead from the Solomon Islands
Parliament and enabling legislation
to cover the policing and military
role of the invading Australian and
New Zealand forces, an advance
party of police, military and admin-
istrative officers are already in the
capital, Honiara.

They are to prepare the way for
a heavily armed force of upwards of
2000. A British police commissioner
has been in the Solomon Islands for

several months spying out the land
for the coming recolonisation of
this former British and Australian
colony.

There is no timetable to bring
an end to the occupation but the
report of the Australian Strategic
Policy Institute which drew up the
plan for Australian intervention, has
provided financial estimates for up
to 10 years.

A former Prime Minister of the
Solomon Islands, Mr Manasseh
Sogavare warned the Solomon
Island’s Parliament of what is
to come. “It’ll be nothing short
of recolonising this country”, he
said. “This honourable house is

Howard Govt makes
secret grab for
N-Waste dump site

The Federal Government ambushed the Government and people of
South Australia last week with the compulsory acquisition of 6.5 sq
km of land on the Arcoona sheep station near Woomera. The location
will be the site of the privately run National Radioactive Waste
Repository unless the State Government can head off the move with
legislation of its own to protect the interests of the overwhelming
majority of South Australians opposed to the dump.

by Bob Briton

The Commonwealth took con-
trol of the land from owners Andrew
and Leeann Pobke. Federal Finance
Minister Nick Minchin had his sec-
retary write to and phone the couple
about the move and to suggest that
they seek legal advice regarding
compensation.

Media reports last week have
it that the Commonwealth would
later formally contact the South
Australian authorities and the three
groups holding native title to the
land about the acquisition.

This high-handed action by
the Commonwealth was taken
to pre-empt a move by the State
Government to have the area
declared a public park. The leg-
islation needed to do this had
already passed through SA’s
House of Assembly and was due
to be considered by the Legislative
Council when the shock move was
announced.

SA Environment Minister John
Hill and Premier Mike Rann both
insist that the matter is far from
over. The SA Government is press-
ing ahead with Bills that include a
ban on the transportation of danger-
ous waste in the area.

Meanwhile, the job of blud-
geoning South Australians into
submission goes on. In an outburst
during a radio interview, the Prime

Minister described resistance to
the national repository proposal

s “pathetic and parochial”. He
denied that the dump would largely
serve the needs of the Lucas
Heights nuclear reactor located in
New South Wales. Unfortunately
for Mr Howard, figures from the
Department of Education Science
and Training prove that the PM is
once again telling untruths.

The health benefits of nuclear
medicine are being used to sell
the dump. The waste from Lucas
Heights is being made out to be
largely a by-product of nuclear
medicine.

According to the Government’s
own data the largest items to be
hauled to SA will be dismantled
nuclear reactor components.
Glossed over in this pitch is the fact
that the relatively small amounts
of these materials needed for med-
ical purposes can be produced in
a cyclotron — a piece of research
equipment to be found at major
universities with a nuclear physics
research capacity.

The Federal Government’s real
reasons for wanting such extensive
nuclear infrastructure might become
clear as the Australian public learns
more about claims from a former
senior Howard Government sci-
ence adviser that the Government is
examining a nuclear weapons build-
ing capability. &

T
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deliberately used as a puppet for
overseas agendas. If these so-called
development partners were serious
about rescuing this country from
the grip of lawlessness they would
have done so when they had the
opportunity”.

Another former Prime Minister
Batholomew Ulufa’alu also angrily
denounced the government and its
supporters, saying, “So who brought
intervention on this country? You.
You. Because you become the dirt.
You became the rubbish”.

Alexander Downer was dismis-
sive and patronising towards the
remarks of Mr Sogavane saying
that, “one or two people will
come out and take an oral shot at
Australia”.

-

Rule under the gun Defence Minister Robert Hill in macho mode

Piracy on the high
seas

On the Korean front, a meeting
of 11 governments held in Brisbane
last week took steps towards the
“interdiction” of North Korean
ships alleged by CIA spies (of Iraqi
notoriety) to be carrying weapons of
mass destruction.

The UN is the only body
able to legally take such a
step. However, the Australian
Government has dismissed the
UN. Alexander Downer said that
“As a focused group we [the 11
governments that met in Brisbane]
will be better positioned to build
a broad and effective partnership

AUSTRALIA
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with other countries prepared to
play a part in impeding traffic in
WMD and missiles”.

Field Marshall John Howard
has weighed in with his own “warn-
ing” to North Korea. “I don’t think
military action is inevitable... but
at the same time, we have to com-
municate to the North Koreans that
the world’s concerns are not going
to disappear unless and until there’s
a proper response by North Korea to
those concerns”.

Howard’s “proper response”
is that North Korea should just
capitulate to the demands of the
Australian and US Governments
who, while ignoring the UN, have
the audacity to claim to speak for
the “world”. &

Government’s Uni funding outrage

continued from page 1

Favouring wealthy
students

Wealthy students who do not
make course admission grades are
now admitted to many courses pro-
viding they are willing to pay full
fees.

As a result of this invidious
practice 16,000 academically-quali-
fying students were refused entry in
NSW and the ACT last year. Other
areas of tertiary education have also
suffered. ALP leader Simon Crean

Government 15,000 school leav-
ers miss out on a TAFE place even
though they have earned a place on
merit.”

The Students’ Association of
Finders University has also claimed
that the new arrangements would
actually result in HECS places being
dominated by students from wealthy
schools, leaving the poorer students
to pay full up-front fees.

The Government’s legislation
has many other negative features
but it has yet to pass the Senate
which, up till now, has been hostile
to the Government’s proposals.
There is still a chance that the plan

The ALP has indicated that it
doesn’t want to see students bur-
dened with even heavier debt, and
has promised to retain access to
HECS for undergraduate courses.
The statements of the ALP, how-
ever, stop short of a commitment to
actually roll back or even abolish
fees.

The irony of the debate is that
the current federal Minister for
Education, Science and Training,
Brendon Nelson, and the federal
treasurer Peter Costello, got their
university degree in the early 70s,
after tuition fees had been abol-
ished altogether by the Whitlam

noted recently, “Under the Howard  will be thrown out. government. &
b - =)
Rally for Medicare
when the Senate Committee meets in Sydney
The SAVE MEDICARE ALLIANCE
will hold a rally on
TUESDAY JULY 22
OUTSIDE Parliament House
Macquarie Street Sydney
12.30 to 1.30 pm
Contacts: Bruce Childs 0412 803 457, Shane O’Brien 0418 227 997,
- Combined Pensioners and Superannuates (02) 9281 3588 or www.labor.net.au/activist
The Senate Committee is considering the Howard Government’s Medicare legislation
=, and is meeting in the Jubilee Room, Parliament House, Macquarie St. Sydney.
L It'will commence its hearings on Tuesday morning July 22. 7
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LABOUR STRUGGLES

Teachers consider nation-wide action

Teachers from all states and territories will consider taking nation-
wide co-ordinated industrial action in September because of ongoing
attacks on their wages and conditions. NSW Teachers’ Federation
(NSWTF) President, Maree O’Halloran, said last week that state
Labor governments were working together against teachers. Such
a national action by teachers would be a first in Australia.

State and Territory Government
treasurers in June agreed on a cam-
paign to hold down public sector
wages.

“The treasurers of the state
Labor governments have met to
collude to drive down the wages
of teachers, to ensure the nation’s
teachers are offered inflation or less
[wages] over the next few years”,
Ms O’Halloran told a 1000-strong
rally of teachers last week.

“That warrants a national
response, national industrial action,
and we plan to co-ordinate that
action”.

Cuts in real terms to education
funding have given governments the
pretext to only offer wage increases
at the level of inflation or less.

NSW is a classic example. The
Carr Government has offered teach-
ers a six per cent increase over two
years — three per cent a year — but
has just granted MPs a four per cent
increase; a rise of more than $4000
a year. A five per cent increase has
been slated for the rest of the public
sector.

The NSWTF is seeking a 25
per cent increase over two years,
and while the Government claims

LABOUR NOTES

In an unprecedented move, Workplace Standards Tasmania
has served a notice on Tasmanian mining companies requir-
ing the end of dangerous work patterns, including those
that generate dangerous levels of fatigue. The Director of
Industry Safety served the notice on Copper Mines of Tas-
mania and mining contractor Barminco. The notice follows
an independent report commissioned by the Tasmanian
Government last year — and supported by the AWU, called
The Struggle for Time. The Australian Centre for Indus-
trial Relations Research and Training report found excessive
working hours were commonplace in the Tasmanian mining
industry. AWU Tasmanian branch secretary lan Wakefield
said the Tasmanian notice was likely to influence shift pat-
terns in mining across Australia. “It is time the mining industry
stopped criticising the union for drawing attention to a range
of very serious problems and worked with us to fix them,
hopefully this notice will be a defining step in that process.”

Aussie workers are being urged to can Coca-Cola in retalia-
tion for the murder of eight trade unionists at its Colombian
plants. The AMWU is getting behind an international day of
action, boycotting Coke products on July 22, and has urged
other unions to join the campaign and extend it to organised
workplaces. The first thing unions should do, said AMWU
NSW secretary Paul Bastian, is remove Coca Cola vending
machines from their premises. Bastian says that, besides
the eight killings carried out by paramilitaries since 1996,
the company has been accused of involvement in tortures,
kidnappings and sackings at other Colombian plants. The
day of action coincides with the opening of a US court case
in which Coke bottlers, Panamco and Bebidas, face charges
of human rights violations. The company’s main Latin Ameri-
can bottler, Panamco, is being sued by Columbia’s food
and beverage union for financing right-wing paramilitaries,
alleged to have murdered and intimidated trade unionists.

Bridgestone executive directors, while pocketing nearly half a
million dollars in bonuses, are demanding massive claw backs
from its Adelaide employees who are on basic annual incomes
of around $39,000. Enterprise bargaining negotiations broke
down after the tyre manufacturer refused to put a guaranteed
wage increase on the table. They also pressed for... reduced
sick leave entitlements, overtime restrictions, increased hours
of work, reduced numbers of work breaks, slashed entitle-
ments for injured workers, the unrestricted right to use labour
hire or casual labour and the right to further increase working
hours. Last year, alone, six executive directors took $454,000
out of the company in “bonuses”, on top of $1.4 million in
base salaries. Bridgestone walked out of negotiations and an-
nounced they would put their claw back document to a vote of
600 workers at the Salisbury plant, the majority of whom are
members of the LHMU. “We have broken down because direc-
tors won’t move from a position that while they pay themselves
six-figure salaries and juicy bonuses, they say workers don’t
deserve anything,”said LHMU assistant secretary Chris Field.
Acknowledgement to Workers Online http://workers.labor.net.au/

that its pay offer is based on “inca-
pacity to pay”, the Federation says
that it “merely represents what the
Government is prepared to pay.”

The three per cent won’t even
keep pace with inflation. The
teachers’ pay claim includes the
recommendation of the Vinson
report into the state’s education
system of an immediate five per
cent “catch up”, 10 per cent from
January 1, 2004, five per cent from
July 1, 2004, and five per cent from
January 1, 2005.

Cream for private
schools

The contempt the Carr
Government has for the state’s
teachers and the public education
system is reflected in the State
Budget delivered in June. It pro-
vides a greater percentage increase
to private schools — 4.46 per cent
— and cuts of government funding to
TAFE colleges.

While Treasurer Michael Egan
was congratulating himself on a
“seven per cent increase on last
year” to the education budget, the
overall percentage increase for
education and training was in fact
1.3 per cent. The paltry increases
to public schools and TAFE col-
leges are unlikely to keep pace with
inflation.

Funding for education and
training has been in decline for five
years. The Teachers’ Federation says
that given the Howard Government’s
provision of record amounts of
money to the private education
system, the Carr Government is not
addressing the current inequities,
but exacerbating them.

Furthermore, the Federation
points out that if the Government’s
claim that it is “incapable” of paying
for needed improvements in public
education, including salary increas-
es, is true, then it would be a major
abrogation of its responsibility.

i, L
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Cartoon: Education

Jobs to go

Likewise the Government’s pro-
posed restructure of the Department
of Education and Training will result
in a loss of a 1000 positions, which
equates to $60-70 million.

In its journal Education, the
Federation notes: “This restruc-
ture, and therefore the job cuts,
are driven by the need for the
Department to find ‘savings’ to fund
unfunded ALP election promises.
This represents an act of deceit by
the Government.”

Education Minister Andrew
Refshauge talked up the restructure
as though it would be beneficial to
the system, saying that “this is about
getting people out of the bureau-
cracy and teachers back into the

classroom ... returning up to 300
teachers to the state’s classrooms”.

But no additional staffing is
going into any classrooms as a result
of the restructure — those 300 teach-
ers will just fill existing vacancies.

If there is no progress on negoti-
ations there will be a state-wide stop
work of NSW teachers on July 29.

A spokesperson from the
NSWTF told The Guardian that
although no specific date was yet
fixed for a co-ordinated nation-wide
action, when “the cat got out of the
bag” about the treasurers’ planned
cuts it put the whole question in a
national context.

“We thought we’d have some
discussions with the other states
with the prospect of some joint
action”, he said. @&

Victory over military sponsorship

The Students’ Association of Flinders University in Adelaide has
had an important victory in its campaign against a University
Administration decision to approve Saab Systems sponsorship of
a History department centre of the University.

James Frazer, the Education
Research Officer of the Flinders
University Students’ Association,
writes that Saab Systems is an
Adelaide based company that
specialises in military technology.
Saab hails its fire control system as
the “silent achiever” behind naval
gunfire support provided by HMAS
ANZAC during the recent war of
aggression against Iraq.

“The Students’ Association
has policies against the influence
of militarism on campus. We do
not accept the idea that Flinders
University should receive funding
(‘blind’ or ‘tied’) from the arms
industry. We do not want the univer-
sity to play a role in perpetuating (or
promoting) weapons proliferation”,
says James Frazer.

The History centre was operat-
ing under the name of the ‘Saab
Centre for Scandinavian Studies’.
“Through the Saab advertising on
the website the university appeared
to be endorsing to our members a
company whose activities we have
a policy against”.

“The Students’ Association

campaign opposed the establishment
of the centre until our concerns sur-
rounding it were addressed. We also
argued that it was symptomatic of
a wider policy shortcoming of the
university in the area of corporate
partnerships.

“We argued for the establish-
ment of a more formal, inclusive
framework for discussion of corpo-
rate partnerships.

“The campaign seemed to come
to a head [when the] University
Administration refused all of our
demands. Controversial direct
action was taken by some radical
students on campus, tense meetings
with the Vice-Chancellor ensued,
occupation threats hung in the air,
and we received a letter from Saab
threatening to sue the University
unless we ceased criticism of their

company.”
At the 11th hour University
Administration gave in.

Administration removed all Saab
advertising from the Centre website.
They also said that the sponsorship
from Saab would not be renewed
and that broader community based

funding would be explored. “We
then took our proposal for a formal
framework for debate over corporate
relationships to Academic Senate.
This was met with unexpected sup-
port, even from the VC”.

The university has now formally
established an Academic Senate
working party to explore models
of debate, regulation and policy for
corporate relationships.

“This win may not be a revo-
lutionary change but we do believe
that it is an important step forward
for building debate and action
around the question of who funds
our education and why.”

This working party may well be
the first of its kind in the university
sector.

“Given the heavy emphasis
that the Nelson Reforms [Nelson
is Minister for Education in the
Howard Government] place on
increasing the number of Uni-
Industry partnerships, we urge all
other student organisations to cam-
paign for similar bodies on their
campuses”, writes Jim Frazer.

For more information or to find
out the background of the saga
including the efforts of Saab

to brow-beat the University
Administration and the Student’s
Assoc go to

www.flinders.edu.au/StuAssoc &3
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Job network meltdown

The Federal Government is set to throw good money after bad and
the unemployed will be the losers with the announcement of a $30
million bailout of the failing private “Job Network” scheme.

Andrew_Jackson

Last week saw a raft of rev-
elations detailing the spectacular
collapse of Howard’s privatised
network of employment agencies.

When the Federal Government
disbanded the Commonwealth
Employment Service (CES) in
1998 and set up the Job Network
Scheme it outlined its vision of
a “private enterprise knows best”
job search system.

The unemployed would reg-
ister at a Job Network Agency,
which would quickly and effi-
ciently dispatch them into the
hundreds of thousands of low-
paid positions that would open up
under the new industrial relations
regime of individual contracts.
The Government would then pay
these agencies handsomely for a
job well done.

The few who remained unem-
ployed after that would then
be swept off into slave-labour
“work for the dole” schemes, or
be hounded until they were either
forcibly removed from the dole or
just gave up looking altogether.

The reality is, and example
after example proves, that pri-
vatising essential government
services ultimately and inevitably
costs the taxpayers more.

Failure and farce

Over 90 percent of private Job
Network agencies now say they
are experiencing severe finan-
cial difficulties after the Howard
Government over-estimated rev-
enues by 40 percent. The majority
of agencies say they are about to
begin retrenching their own staff.

The number of agency sites
available to unemployed workers
is now just 986 Australia-wide,
down from 2114.

However, the $30 million
government rescue package for
the agencies will not be paid to
agencies for locating jobs but
will be handed out regardless of
whether or not the Agency is per-
forming.

Under Howard’s priva-
tised job-search scheme, the
Government not only pays pri-
vate companies when it refers
unemployed people to them, it
also hands out money to the Job
Network companies in compensa-
tion because there are not enough
unemployed people to send them.

The reason for this is because
there are so many unemployed
people doing “work for the dole”
there are very few left in the agen-
cies actually looking for work!

So, to refill the agencies with
much needed clients (and jus-
tify the $30 million) the Federal
Government is now pulling
75,000 people off work for the
dole schemes.

Nasty work

To secure contracts with
the Federal Government, Job
Network and Community Work
Coordinator (work for the dole)
agencies promise to dob in
the unemployed for any minor
“mutual obligation” infraction
committed by the unemployed
people referred to them.

Failing to answer letters,
missing appointments or turning
up late for work are all notifiable
offences for which Centrelink
deducts hundreds, sometimes
thousands of dollars from a per-
sons unemployment benefit.

It was revealed last week that
dobbing on the unemployed must
be a pleasant task — a staggering
110,171 breach recommendations
were made by Job Network agen-
cies in just six months last year.
A further 43,722 breach recom-
mendations were made by Work
for the Dole employers. But it all
makes work for private enterprise
spivs, paid by the taxpayers!

However, it seems the
agencies were a little over-
enthusiastic: 122,378 of those

i

recommendations were revoked
or rejected by Centrelink.

In other words eight in ten
mutual obligation triggers have
been found to be wrong.

This is urgent

In July 2003, after five years
of the Job Network, 620,000
people remain dependant on
unemployment benefits with
380,000 of those having been
unemployed for more than one
year.

In just the last month 54,000
full-time jobs have been wiped
out and the number of full-time
jobs as a proportion of the work
force is at a record low. An
additional 31,800 unemployed
persons gave up looking for work
altogether.

AUSTRALIA

The figures reveal that the
employment mix is continuing to
shift from full-time to part-time
work. For every part-time job
gained in the last five months over
five full-time jobs have been lost.

The Government has now
wasted years and hundreds of
millions of dollars on a scheme
that has been proven — by numer-
ous reports, inquiries and bare
statistical data — not to work.

All the while families are
going hungry and people are
living in the street for lack of
income.

Australia needs a Government
that will, as a matter of urgency,
re-establish the CES as a state-run
non-profit employment bureau
with the aim of securing or help-
ing create full-time permanent
jobs for all who need them. &

Unsafe, unhealthy, unsightly

Staff and parents at a small primary school on Brisbane’s southside
have raised concerns regarding the inadequate and unhygienic
facilities at their workplace. Problems relate to the toilet blocks for
both staff and students, the lack of adequate sick room facilities,
staffroom facilities that do not meet minimum standards for workplace
amenities and white-ant infested administration areas. Staff invited
the Queensland Teachers’ Union (QTU) and Education Department
officials to visit the school during Workplace Health and Safety
Week to see for themselves the extent of the neglect.

First Aid facilities are housed in
the staffroom. Injured and sick stu-
dents are treated in the same room
as staff who are trying to eat lunch.
A bin beside the sink often contains
blood-contaminated items and other
body products.

As there is no sick room, chil-
dren who are ill are forced to lie on
sick beds which are located in the
main thoroughfare of the adminis-

tration area. The closest available
toilet is located in the main toilet
area 80 metres away.

Conditions throughout the
Administration Block are cramped,
including the teacher aide room,
which houses four teacher-aides
in a total area off two sq metres.
The room has not undergone
renovations following a white ant
infestation.

Iraqi Governing Council set up:
Communist leader included

The New York Times has announced that after tense negotiations a
group of Iraqi political parties and former exiles reached agreement

to set up a Governing Council.

The “authorities” and “respon-
sibilities” of the Governing Council
that will assume extensive executive
powers have been set out in two
documents agreed by the US and
British occupying authorities.

“The Governing Council will
exercise specific powers immedi-
ately in addition to representing
the interests of the Iraqi people
to the [US and British authority]
and the international community
during Iraq’s transition to a sover-
eign, democratic and representative
government”, says one of the docu-
ments.

Of the 25 persons on the list, 13
are Shiite Muslims, a crucial con-
cession to the religious group that

makes up 60 per cent of Iraq’s 24
million people. Five are Kurds and
five are Sunni Muslims.

Among the 25 is the Secretary
General of the Iraqi Communist
Party, Hamid Mousa.

One commentator said of him,
“How long the affable and asser-
tive leader of the Iraqi Communist
Party continues to serve on the
Governing Council is anybody’s
guess. He was grudgingly admit-
ted to the Council by the sheer
force of his personality and the
popularity and weight of the ICP.
To the millions of Iraqis suffering
under a state of national catastro-
phe, Hamid Majid Mousa will be a
symbol of hope”. &

There are holes in the door from
recent white ant treatment. The
Principal’s office, directly above
the teacher-aides room was also
affected by the termite infestation.
The door frame of his door has been
eaten away. He has been waiting for
a new door frame and door since the
start of the year.

The original toilets constructed
in the 60’s for the Junior and Senior
Boys has been closed since January.
It is deemed too costly to refurbish.
Years of urine leaching into the
concrete have created an unbearable
odour in the entire block.

The Infant Boy’s toilet accom-
modates up to 200 boys a day. This
urinal, together with six pedestals,
constitute the only faculty available
to all boys in the school from Years
1to7.

The Infant Girl’s toilets are
relatively new, having been built
20 years ago. Due to slippage that
has occurred under the block, the
pipes have been severed and efflu-
ent has been flowing directly into
the ground.

Ironically the school’s motto is
“Only the Best”.

Because of the inactivity of the
Education Department, QTU rep-
resentative Belinda Uhlmann and
the Workplace Health and Safety
Officer Meredith Houston contacted
the Workplace Health and Safety
office about the poor conditions.

They have referred the com-
plaint to the Department, which,
after years of procrastination, has
recently advised that the school will
receive $300,000 for a new toilet
block as a result of the increase in
capital works in the State Budget.

The school will continue to seek
additional funds to provide the qual-
ity of facilities that neighbouring
schools enjoy.

Acknowledgement to
Queensland Teachers’ Journal &
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A contradiction was resolved last week when for-
mer NSW Liberal Premier and chairman of British
American Tobacco in Australia, Nick Greiner, was
given the elbow by the Sydney University senate from
his new appointment to the chair of the Uni’'s Graduate
School of Government. Greiner’'s appointment, by the
chancellor, was against University anti-tobacco policy.

After attacking the BBC for producing the documentary Is-
rael’s Secret Weapon, the Israeli ambassador has had a
meeting with ABC management as the national broadcast-
er prepares to screen the BBC program. The ambassador,
Gabby Levy, denies trying to censor the ABC, saying he
merely wanted to point out that the documentary has so
many false claims that it shouldn’t be screened. “The
thrust of the documentary was really to criticise Israel,
to demonise it as an undemocratic country and a police
state”, said Levy, “which everybody knows is far from the
truth.” The program says Israel has nuclear, chemical and
biological weapons and this is gospel truth. Israel has
also used nerve gas against the Palestinians, so the films
value is that it confirms what we already knew to be fact.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is the Queensland Po-
lice. The paramilitary arm of the state’s police, the Tactical
Response Group, has been using photos from police files,
enlarged to life size, for target practice. They included the
faces of two Aboriginal men. Said Bernie Mancktelow from
the Queensland Aboriginal and Islander Legal Service:
“When you get an incident like this the community lose
faith in the concept of reconciliation and the blue uniform.
Those targets shouldn’t be black or white or any race”.
Computer-generated images are to replace the photos.
Premier Peter Beattie, apparently acting on the assump-
tion that the public are idiots, said that if it was his photo
being used, “knowing how important this squad is, | would
not have objected.” And neither would anyone else, Pete.
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The following is the text of a talk given by Dr Con Costa
to the Sydney District Conference of the Communist Party

held on July 6

Cutbacks to health and
Medicare are just one of the many
attacks on the people by the Howard
Government. But it is a very sensi-
tive area and, in my experience,
people feel very strongly about the
attacks on Medicare and the public
health system.

Before Howard was elected he
promised that “Medicare stays”.
It was an unequivocal statement
implying to the voters that Medicare
and bulk-billing would stay. He
promised this to the Australian
people. In fact, the Liberal Party
could not have won a Federal
election unless they supported
Medicare.

Well, Howard lied. He totally
deceived the public. Since he has
been in government the whole
emphasis on health funding has
switched to the private health
system and we are talking about
almost $4 billion annually of tax-
payer’s money.

(I know people talk about the
private health insurance rebate
(PHI Rebate) as being $2.3 bil-
lion but Leonie Segal from the
Health Economics Unit at Monash
University has recently analysed the
cost of the PHI Rebate and, adding
up all the on costs and the losses
from the Medicare levy from people
being in private health insurance,
it comes to $3.6 billion!! Every
year!!)

So Howard and Costello are
diverting almost $4 billion of
taxpayer’s money annually from
Medicare and from public hospitals
and bulk-billing and it is going into
the pockets of the private health
insurance industry ... and sixty per-
cent of this large amount of money
goes on ancillaries — not hospital
care.

Private affluence
and public
squalor

Their aim is to introduce a US-
style health system to this country
— creating what G K Gailbraith,
a well known US economist,
described as a system of private
affluence and public squalor. It is
a health system where, if you have
money you get the best and if you
are poor or without insurance, you
go without and you die.

I think this is an important
point we need to be making to
the Australian people. It’s not just
Medicare that is being got rid of.
It is the Australian form of health
care that Howard and Costello are

putting to the sword by cutting off
funding.

Australia’s system is built on
the British model with universal
public hospitals accessible to all
via casualty and emergency ser-
vices and GP’s as the providers
of primary care. They are also the
gate-keepers to specialist care and
hospital admission.

Tried, tested and
cost effective
model

This is a tried and tested model
and has always worked as a cost
effective model. People do not go
directly to expensive specialist care.
They go first to their GP who, hope-
fully keeps them healthy and keeps
them away from expensive care
unless it is necessary. Or they go to
the casualty or emergency room if
they need to.

This whole system is under
threat because if Medicare goes we
won’t continue with that British
model. It will be the US-model and
will be run by insurance companies.
It will be managed care and we
will lose a lot of the freedoms that
we now take for granted.

At the moment you are free
to walk into any public casualty
centre if you feel sick — you are
free to do it.

If you see your doctor he or she
is free to treat you in any way they
feel professionally is the right way
for you without asking for approval
from the government or an insur-
ance company. There is no third
party in the consultation room being
a part of the decisions.

These basic freedoms do not
exist in the expensive US model,
even if you can afford top cover
private health insurance. You still
need to ring your insurer if you feel
sick in the middle of the night and
request permission to go to casualty.

Some bureaucrat at the end of
the line may say, “Do you really
need to? What about waiting until
Monday and seeing your GP as
it will be a lot cheaper for us.”
They might OK you to go to an
Emergency Room but direct you to
one of the hospitals they own in the
next town.

So we are going to lose a lot
of freedoms that we have taken for
granted in the Australian system
even if you are one of the lucky 60
per cent that can afford the private
health insurance.

If you cannot afford private
health insurance you just won’t

If you are poor or
without insurance, you go
without and you die.

get health care or you will go to
a relative to beg for the money or
you will sell your house. You may
not recall that prior to Medibank
being introduced [by the Whitlam
Government], the commonest cause
for going to jail for non-criminal
causes in South Australia was
because of failure to pay your medi-
cal bills.

So what is under threat here is
not just Medicare. What is under
threat is the Australian way of life
and Australia’s form of health care.
Howard’s policies are all about
shoe-horning in a US-style of health
— because we know that Howard is
a pro-US model person. The war on
Iraq was just one example of his
strong pro-US position.

He has an extreme position
on these issues and a strong belief
in the free market and that people
should individually pay for what
they need, including their health
care.

But Howard’s position does not
make economic or public health
sense. Imagine trying to stop a
SARS epidemic where more than
30 percent of the people do not have
private health insurance and cannot
access hospital or other health care,
in a fully privatised system.

Imagine trying to stop the out-
break of a communicable disease in
a society where 30 per cent or more
do not have access to proper health
services. There will be a permanent
reservoir of infection in society
which will be a risk to all.

How can Australia afford a
health system which will increase
from just over eight per cent GDP
to around 14 per cent GDP as is the
case in the US? Consider that under
Medicare three per cent of the dollar
is spent on administration and 97
per cent on health care. In a private
system, 14 per cent goes on admin-
istrative costs — to check all those
claims — and another 25 per cent
goes to the shareholders — leaving
only around 60 per cent for health
care!

Medicare and
bulk billing on the
rack

As a result of the transfer of
almost $4 billion to the private
health insurance every year, we
are seeing the effects on the public
health system and bulk billing.

People are getting turnstile
medicine when they go to the GP
— if they can find one that still bulk
bills!

I have told the story before of
a young woman who turned up at
our medical practice on a Monday
feeling nauseous. She said she had
been to a Medical Centre the day
before and had waited two hours
before getting in to see a doctor. He
gave her some anti-nausea pills but
she didn’t get better. She came to
me and of course the first question
I asked was, “Did he do a pregnancy
test?” The answer, “No”. The preg-
nancy test was positive and we took
a different approach to her nausea
symptoms.

Doctors are maintaining their

incomes by pushing patients
through quicker and sicker and it is
the patient that loses.

At nursing homes patients
may not get visited and elderly
people on multiple drugs who
are really sick and have not been
visited regularly either die quicker
or they yo-yo back and forward to
the public hospital at $1000 a bed.
The GP won’t do a $30 nursing
home visit because the government
won’t increase the rebate by 10 per
cent. So the Federal Government is
saving $3 on a nursing home visit
and it is costing $2000 to $3000
for three days in a public hospital
to the State Government — or it is
costing the elderly nursing home
patient their life!

This is what Howard is doing.
He is bleeding the system dry and
the States are now starting to scream
because all the cost is ending up on
the State public hospitals — which
are, incidentally, about $1 billion
under-funded by the Feds to begin
with. So patients are sent out of
hospital quicker and sicker and
the whole process goes around and
around.

The public system is being
squeezed financially while the
Government gives $3.6 billion
annually to the private health insur-
ance industry.

It is the people who are paying
with their health and with their lives
and this is what Howard has done
for the last four years and we should

Howard’s w.
Destroying Medicare - Fee

be really screaming about it because
it is inhumane.

We are now almost down to the
sort of health system one would
expect in Africa were 200 people
line up in the morning just to get a
few seconds of the doctor’s time.

Most doctors who still bulk-bill
have a professional and conscien-
tious attitude and are trying hard.
But they are going to the wall. They
are just getting fed up and are put-
ting up a sign “we now charge $45”.
They will see half the number of
patients and earn the same money.

Howard has achieved all of this
through his private health insurance
rebate. At the last budget Costello
proudly said that the Liberals are
spending more on health than any
other previous government. He jus-
tified this claim by including the
$4 billion insurance rebate in his
total of health spending.

And Costello after budget
night said on national TV that the
next thing that has to go is the
Pharmaceutical Benefit Scheme
(PBS), “if not this year or next year,
it is going”. If the PBS goes it will
result in the immediate doubling in
the price of a prescription — from
$23 to $47 and eventually to $70,
$80 or even $120 a script per month.
And a lot of my patients are on five
or six scripts a month!

In the United States where there
is no PBS it costs $1000 a month
for your tablets if you are a diabetic
or chronic heart disease patient.
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Patients have to ask the doctor for
tablets that are four times the normal
strength. They break their tablets
into halves and quarters to be able
to afford their medicines — or they
take their tablets in bursts — only
when they can afford them!

At this very moment the free
trade agreement between Australia
and the US is in an advanced stage.
The Pharmaceutical Benefit Scheme
is one of the items that is being
negotiated away and this is all hap-
pening in secret.

How are people going to afford
their drugs? This is major issue we
are talking about. What Howard
and Costello are saying is that we
can afford private health insurance
but not an affordable drug scheme.
No wonder Howard is having
trouble selling it because he knows
that Medicare is popular even with
Liberal voters!

An alternative

way

The Doctors’ Reform Society
(DRS) and the National Medicare
Alliance has come up with an
alternative way to spend Howard’s
annual $4 billion GIFT to the pri-
vate health insurance companies.

We have to get rid of the
PHI rip-off because if we don’t,
Medicare cannot be properly
funded. We cannot keep giving
$4 billion every year of taxpayer’s

money to the private health insur-
ance funds and have enough money
for Medicare.

1) If we put $280 million to
increase the rebate to GP’s by say
$5 some will be happier to bulk-bill.
(However many will only return
to bulk-billing when it is properly
indexed to inflation, given the bad
experiences of the past).

2) And then, rather than give
all the money directly to the doc-
tors let’s help them and their
patients by putting another $180
million to pay for nurses in gen-
eral practice.

The girl who waited two hours
in a medical centre because of
nausea could have been seen by the
nurse while she was waiting and
could have had the pregnancy test
done and been better prepared to see
a busy doctor. Also mothers with
asthmatic kids waiting for hours
could be shown how to use the
nebulisers or advice on asthma. Or
diabetics be given a diet and advice
on home management, or the elderly
explained their medications, etc.

GPs working with practice
nurses are commonplace in country
areas which are declared “areas
of need” and receive government
subsidies.

We are saying, “Let’s make
bulk-billing GPs an “area of
need”, because they are bulk
billing.”

(Howard has also cut down on
the number of doctors and reduced
the number of provider numbers.
You need a provider number to
access Medicare payments. As a
result, there are no locums, there
are no assistants. These doctors are
overworked and they can’t get any
help because the private charging
doctors and the entrepreneurial
medical centres quickly soak up any
of the limited spare doctors.)

3) Increase public hospi-
tal spending by $710 million
— because we know they are
hugely under-funded.

4) We also call for $750 mil-
lion for a proper National Dental
Scheme.

One of the first and meanest acts
of the Howard Government was to
get rid of the $100 million (and very
minimal) dental scheme where very
poor and elderly people could get
their teeth fixed so they could eat.

We’re saying don’t just bring
back the mini-$100 million scheme
but build a FULL $750 million
scheme to give a proper national
dental scheme for people who really
need it.

5) Also the PBS needs fixing
as costs are going up — new pre-
scriptions now hit the market at
around $120 per month. The phar-
maceutical companies are spending
$750 million dollars every year
to directly market their products
to GPs. They spend $30,000 per
year on each and every doctor in
Australia.

In contrast the Government
spends only $5 million dollars on a
government education scheme — and
even this small intervention saves
$15 million dollars for the PBS. We
are calling for the Government to
spend $150 million to fund inde-
pendent drug detailers to advise

GPs on appropriate use of medi-
cations and to combat the drug
company propaganda. Even then
we would be outspent five to one by
the drug companies.

6) $120 million dollars would
give a 10 per cent increase for
Aboriginal health which would be
money well spent.

7) A 10 per cent increase for
aged care at $300 million.

This all adds up to around
$2.6 billion — thus we still have
$1 billion of the $3.6 billion PHI
rebate left over. So obviously we
can afford Medicare and we can
afford the PBS.

Medicare fight-
back needed

Medicare cannot survive with-
out the support of the Labor Party.
But their position was hardly clear
until more recently. And it was
not so long ago when Labor health
spokesperson Steven Smith was
talking about the future of Medicare
as “a safety net”.

Unfortunately the Labor Party
is trying to have it both ways
when they say they will defend
Medicare but they will also keep
financing the private health insur-
ance industry. It is an illusion to
think we can fund two systems.
The Government’s priority is for
the public system on which we all
depend, and which they promised
to maintain, should go.

The only major party that has
a clear position on getting rid of
the PHI rebate is the Greens. The
Democrats are talking about sup-
porting Howard’s budget changes
to bulk-billing if they can get guar-
antees on the capping of doctors’
costs. Pigs might fly. They also have
a position of support for a means-
tested PHI rebate.

The ACTU through Sharan
Burrow and the National Com-
mittee has taken a good position
on Medicare and bulk billing
— although some individual unions
may still be under the delusion that
they will be OK through bargaining
for PHI cover for their members.

Women often understand the
importance of good health care
— women are usually the main carers
for children. Before Medicare it
was often only the rich women who
had reproductive checks. Before
Medicare there were no doctors
in the western suburbs of Sydney
— (few could afford to pay them). So
the ACTU felt keenly that Howard’s
policies would impact very strongly
on workers, particularly on fixed
wages, and they took a great
position.

There is the National Medicare
Alliance which has been working
well for several years. It includes
ACOSS, the Pensioners, the
ACA, and the National Nurses
Federation and, since the ACTU
came on board, state Save Medicare
Committees were formed. Now we
are seeing them spring up in locality
areas and I spoke at Parramatta Save
Medicare recently.

We need to support this
nationwide and local grass-roots
activity and clarify the issues. I

The Pharmaceutical
Benefit Scheme is
being negotiated away
and this is all happening
in secret.

think we have to attack principally
the PHI rebate and it is important
that we know where political parties
stand on this.

Let’s be quite clear. If the PHI
rebate stays, Howard does not
need to make any further attacks
on Medicare. The whole system is
imploding through lack of proper
funding and we are going to get
a user-pays and US-style health
system.

We also need to get into the
specifics, because many are saying
they support Medicare because it
is popular. We need to promote the
objective of getting rid of the PHI
rebate through slogans such as “a
national dental scheme or private
health insurance”, “bulk-billing
or private health insurance” etc,
so people understand what their
choices are and don’t feel that
“something is being taken away
from them” if they lose their PHI
rebate.

(People are being tricked by
the offer of discounted private
health insurance because they can
“get their sunglasses for free”. But
when they go to the GP with their
kids they all have to pay and they
will soon be paying double for their
prescriptions as well as co-payments

for all medical services such as
x-rays and mammograms.

Soon they will find that the
local public hospital is means-tested
and that they will no longer have a
choice about whether they choose
to use their PHI or not. Very quickly
that free pair of sunglasses will
come to be very expensive.)

Work together on

Medicare

Above all the anti-Howard
political forces need to start work-
ing closer together on Medicare if
we are going to save Australia’s
health system — and not spend time
on attacking each other.

This will be a challenge in
itself given the Labor Party’s hos-
tility and competitiveness with
the Greens and other progres-
sive parties, the deep divisions
among left parties and the divided
and opportunistic policies of the
Democrats, not to mention the
numerous key independents in the
Senate. (Remember it was Senator
Harradine’s single vote that gave
Howard his victory on the PHI
rebate in return for a “no gaps and
known gaps” guarantee.) &

I CALL IT
UNIVERSAL COVERAGE
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New threats of war against North Korea

July 27 marks the 50th anniversary of the end to the war of aggression
launched by the United States and the collaborationist regime of
South Korea against the socialist North, the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK) in the 1950s. The real background to
the Korean War is little known today.

Now, the US, with the Howard
Government acting as deputy
sheriff, is sharply intensifying its
campaign of vilification and threats
against the DPRK.

US President George W Bush
named the DPRK as part of his
“axis of evil” and as a “rogue state”.
As with Iraq, so with North Korea,
there are threats of a “pre-emptive
strike” against enterprises that are
alleged to be producing nuclear
weapons.

For its part North Korea has
called for negotiations with the
United States and such a meet-
ing was held on the initiative of
the Government of the People’s
Republic of China last April.

At this meeting the DPRK
put forward a proposal for a non-
aggression treaty between itself
and the United States as a necessary
basis for making the whole of the
Korean peninsula nuclear free.

A DPRK statement said that
their proposal would not only elimi-
nate the “worries of the two parties
concerned by the solution of the
nuclear problem”, but would also
“eliminate the danger of nuclear war
and ensure peace and security on the
Korean Peninsula, or even in Asia
and the world”.

However, so far, the United
States has refused to respond to this
proposal and, instead, has stepped
up its hostile propaganda.

The US and 10 other govern-
ments, including the war-mongering
Howard Government, are now threat-
ening to “interdict” North Korean
ships that are “suspected” of carrying
missiles to other countries.

This dangerous, threatened
act of piracy has understandably
been vigorously rejected by the
Government of the DPRK.

Again, as with the pretext for
war against Iraq, which is being
shown every day to have been
a pack of lies, the same lies are
being trotted out by Australian
Government leaders to justify
aggression in one form or another
against the DPRK.

The Governments of the US
and Australia and the others that are
following the US lead like puppets,
should bear in mind that the people
and Government of North Korea
have shown their determination and
ability to defend themselves in the
past and that, despite allegations
that the Government of North Korea
is isolated, it will have world-wide
support if it has to defend itself
against new acts of aggression and
war.

History

Following the defeat of Japanese
imperialism in WW 2, the Korean
peninsular became divided at the
38th parallel. The North became
a socialist state — the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea — led by
the Workers’ Party of Korea, while
the South remained occupied by the
US and the government became a
puppet of the Americans.

None-the-less, the Korean
people aspired to the reunification
of their homeland.

Another very significant event
at the time was the establishment
of the People’s Republic of China
in 1949 under the leadership of the
Communist Party of China. The
Chinese revolution together with
the then very powerful and popular
Soviet Union became a nightmare
for the imperialist powers. However,
those powers did not give up their
attempts to turn the clock back.

The aggressive war launched
against the newly founded DPRK
in 1950 was not only aimed at the
overthrow of its socialist govern-
ment but at the Chinese revolution
as well.

However, the Korean people
resisted and together with the assis-
tance of Chinese army volunteers
succeeded in forcing the US to con-
clude a peace agreement which was
finally signed on July 27, 1953.

At one stage in the conflict the
US commander, General Douglas
Macarthur, threatened to bomb
Chinese territory which would have
initiated a much wider war.

When the armistice was finally
signed, Mark Clark, the commander-
in-chief of the US forces replacing
Macarthur, said that he had achieved
notoriety as the first commander-in-
chief in American history to sign
an armistice agreement without
victory.

The Korean peninsular remained
divided at the 38th parallel where
a heavily armed demarcation zone
was established. For all the years
from the signing of the armistice in
1953 to the present day, the US has
displayed unrelenting hostility to
the DPRK.

While the supporting Chinese
troops withdrew from the North
immediately on the conclusion of
the armistice, South Korea con-
tinued to be occupied by up to
37,000 US troops armed to teeth
with “weapons of mass destruc-
tion” — including nuclear weapons
— stationed in various US bases.

The United States built a
towering wall across the Korean
Peninsula, allegedly as a barrier to
an invasion from the North, a con-
cocted threat used by the US to raise
fear among the people of the South
and to justify the continued occupa-
tion of the South by US forces.

Since the division of the country
the Government of the DPRK has
made peaceful reunification a fore-
most goal.

Axis of evil Sheriff

The people’s desire for reuni-
fication has steadily gained ground
in both the North and South. In the
South this is reflected in the recent
election of Presidents who have
favoured steps towards reunification
— called the “sunshine” policy.

On June 15, 2000, a joint
accord to “solve the reunification
problem independently, through
joint efforts of the entire nation”
was signed between North and
South. This accord was warmly
welcomed by the Korean people
who want a peaceful and inde-
pendently decided process of
reunification.

Flowing from this accord
there have been family exchanges,
trade has increased, a railway line
between the two states is being
constructed and regular meetings
are taking place between North
and South Government delega-
tions. The most recent exchange of
Government delegations took place
as recently as last week.

This does not suit the agenda
of the United States leaders. The
reunification of the two Koreas
would render irrelevant any further
occupation by American troops.
They and their bases would have
togo. @

People’s Progressive Party joins Cyprus Government

Interview with Venizelos Zannettos, Central Committee Secretary of
the Working People’s Progressive Party of Cyprus (AKEL), by the
Czech communist daily newspaper Halo Noviny during his recent
visit to Prague as a guest of the Communist Party of Bohemia and
Moravia. The interview has been translated by Ken Biggs, former
Editor of Postmark Prague. (abridged)

Q. What is your party’s posi-
tion after its historic victory in
the last parliamentary elections
in 2001?

A. Really special. But in fact,
we began rewriting history after
the last presidential elections
three months ago. In our country
presidential elections are more
important than parliamentary
elections. However, we won the
parliamentary elections with 34.7
per cent of the vote and, as a
result, our party’s general secretary,
Dimitros Christofias, became chair-
man of parliament and then, thanks
to the progressive coalition’s vic-

tory in the presidential elections,
for the first time in AKEL’s 75-year
history we became part of the gov-
ernment of Cyprus.

At the moment we hold four
relatively key ministerial seats out
of eleven.

Q. What key posts in the
president’s cabinet are we talking
about?

A. The ministry of health,
which is led by a woman, a trained
biologist; the interior ministry, the
industry and trade ministry and
the ministry of transport. After two
months we can also say that co-
operation with our coalition partners

has been problem-free and relatively
good.

Q. Who exactly are your
coalition partners?

A. The Democratic Party
(whose chairman is the President
of Cyrpus), the Socialist Party, the
Greens and some independents.
We’ve been working together since
the parliamentary elections, but it’s
only been since the presidential
elections that we’ve taken over
joint responsibility for running the
country.

Q. Do you think the new cabi-
net will be able to influence the
rather tense situation which exists
between the Greek and Turkish
Cypriots and at the same time
reduce tension between them?

A. In the first place it is neces-
sary to stress that until 1974 the
Greek and the Turkish Cyriots lived
together in peace...

Sydney

On August 6, 1945, the Unlted States dropped an atomlc bomb on the Japanese C|ty of
Hiroshima, incinerating 140,000 men, women and children. On August 9, a second
American atomic bomb killed 74,000 men, women and children in Nagasaki.

Q. But in 1963, three years
after independence was won,
wasn’t there civil unrest and
conflict between the ethnic com-
munities?

A. Yes, but the island wasn’t
partitioned until 1974. Greeks and
Turks had to move to their own
parts of the island and coexistence
was completely impossible.

Q. And in 1983 Raul
Denktash also announced the
establishment of the so-called
“Turkish Republic” in northern
Cyprus.

A. Which nobody in the world,
apart from Turkey, recognises! But
this in no way alters the fact that
for almost 30 years none of our
people could cross the so-called
“green line”. And if you’ve noticed
a certain relaxation in tension, this
happened because of mass demon-
strations in the north against the
continuing process of dividing the
island.

The demonstrators called on
the leadership of both sides to sit
down at a round table and discuss
how to resolve the Cyprus problem,
based on the plan proposed by UN
general secretary Kofi Annan.

This plan does not favour one
side or the other and could become
a basis for resolving the whole
problem. Ten to 15 days after the
demonstrations, Denktash, leader

of the Turkish part of the island,
said that the so-called “border” was
open and that it was possible to
move freely across it.

But this freedom is only formal.
On the one hand, you always
have to return by midnight of the
same day and, on the other, Greek
Cypriots can only enter the Turkish
part if they have a valid travel
document, which enables Denktash
to secure formal recognition of his
“state”.

Q. So expectations that the
leadership of the Turkish part is
willing to consider reunification
are unfortunately unrealistic?

A. That’s right, they’re com-
pletely unrealistic. And what’s
more, the demand for recognition
of an independent state in the
Turkish part persists. Paradoxically,
the people there don’t want it
either. They understand that it
would not have any special signifi-
cance for them. They would prefer
unification at the time Cyprus joins
the EU.

Q. When will they have an
opportunity to express this desire
in elections?

A. Elections will take place in
December, so all the progressive
forces opposed to the Denktash
regime are trying to work as close-
ly as possible together with a view
to forming a coalition. &
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Morale of US troops in Iraq plummets

President Bush shocked many last week when he responded to
the increasing attacks on American troops in Iraq by saying, “My

answer is, bring them on”.
by Susan Webb

A day after his comic-
book-style comment, 10 US
soldiers were wounded in three
incidents.American soldiers are
facing an average of 13 attacks
per day, victims of a deepening
guerrilla war. “They’re getting
tired of us”, Spec. James McNeely
told a Washington Post reporter.
“Wouldn’t you be mad if they
invaded your country?”

At present, 230,000 Americans
are serving in or around Iraq,
including nearly 150,000 inside
Iraq. Their tours of duty are being
extended indefinitely.

“The level of morale for most
soldiers that I’ve seen has hit
rock bottom,” an officer told the
Christian Science Monitor. “The
way we have been treated and the
continuous lies told to our families
back home has devastated us all”,
a soldier wrote his congressional
representative. An Army officer told
the Monitor, “We feel like pawns in
a game that we have no voice [in]”.

More than 30 US troops have
been killed by “hostile action” since
Bush declared major fighting over
in his aircraft carrier photo op on
May 1. Hundreds more have been
wounded.

“It’s not because of Saddam
people doing these things”, an
Iraqi man told The New York Times
recently. “It is because there’s no
government, there’s no electricity,
and just false promises.”

As a result of the war, 100 per-
cent of Iraq’s 27 million people now
depend entirely on food rations to
survive, UNICEF’s chief represen-
tative in Iraq said last week.

Calling the crisis unprec-
edented, the United Nations World
Food Program has initiated the
largest emergency operation in the
program’s 40-year history.

According to latest tallies,

8,000 Iraqi civilians were killed
in the war and many more badly
wounded, leaving many families
with no one able to work, and
many children with no one to care
for them.

Many stores and businesses
remain closed and government
employees have not been paid for
months.

More than 400,000 former
soldiers and civilian government
employees are jobless. A former
information ministry cartographer
told a UN representative, “We
thought our life would be easier
after the war since we will have the
freedom of expression, but now we
are stripped of our jobs and have no
choice but to go begging”.

Meanwhile, the International
Committee of the Red Cross and
Amnesty International charge that
the US and Britain are violating
the Geneva Convention by holding
more than 2,000 Iraqi detainees in
“cruel, inhuman and degrading”
conditions with no access to family
or lawyers, no system for notifica-
tion of arrests or where prisoners
are held, and no access to judicial
review.

In a July 6 editorial, the Iraqi
Communist Party’s newspaper
Tareeq Al-Shaab said, “The coun-
try’s economic development is
being formulated without consult-
ing any of its many representatives,
and without real participation by
the Iraqi people in deciding their
own destiny ... agreements are
concluded, contracts are signed,
and deals get approved and distrib-
uted to big investors ... Meanwhile,
the Iraqis, who are the people
concerned, are not asked for their
opinion in all this, as if it is none of
their business!”

Facing mounting pressure from
Iraqi groups, US occupation chief
Paul Bremer has switched gears yet

! i = -

again, saying now that the US will
set up a “governing council” within
two weeks. A number of Iraqi politi-
cal parties say they will participate,
but insist that they will not be
rubber stamps for the US and must
have real political authority.

But US commanders have halted
planned local elections in cities and
towns across Iraq. Instead they are
installing handpicked administra-
tors, many of them former Iraqi
military and police officers linked to
the Baath Party.

This is spurring wide anger and
protests. In Najaf two weeks ago,
several hundred demonstrators car-
ried banners reading: “Cancelled
elections are evidence of bad inten-
tions” and “O America, where are
the promises of freedom, elections,
and democracy?”

People’s Weekly World &

Farmers ask for seed - Get bullets

Chevella is a small Indian town that has recently witnessed a record
of sorts in police brutality and highhandedness by government

authorities.

Thousands of farmers gathered
at the market yard recently to buy
subsidised maize seeds at an outlet
opened by the agricultural depart-
ment.

While the government expected
a few hundred farmers only, the
showers two or three days ear-
lier, filled the hearts of drought-hit
farmers with hopes and thousands
gathered at the market.

For the last three years farm-
ers, in some regions, have been
facing acute drought due to failure
of rains and the State has witnessed
calamitous times.

The State and the Central
Government added fuel to the fire
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by their inaction. The total failure
of crops and the mounting pressure
to repay loans pushed the farmers
to the brink and the State estab-
lished a record in farmers’ suicides
apart from deaths from starvation.

It was but natural for the har-
ried farmers to jostle for seeds as
a few kilograms of seeds would
decide their future. The commotion
attracted the hawkish eyes of the
head constable who pounced on the
farmers with filthy abuse and then
clubbed a farmer resulting in a seri-
ous head injury.

The enraged farmers accompa-
nied by the district secretary of the
Communist Party of India (CPI)
and other activists sat in front of
the police station protesting against
the police rampage.

The police who by now had
been strengthened by additional
numbers brutally baton charged and
fired on the crowd. Some farmers
were dragged into the police station.

A 16-year old boy, who came
to Chevella along with his father,
was hit in the stomach by a police
bullet. The farmers demanded the
release of those arrested and action
taken against the guilty police
officials.

Died of injuries

The police went berserk and
again resorted to indiscriminate
attacks. A young boy, working in
his brother’s butcher shop was
dragged from the shop and beaten.
The boy ran away to his village
and died from his injuries two days
later.

The CPI and other political par-
ties called for a district protest to
demonstrate the people’s anger and
demanded adequate compensation
to the injured and those killed and
severe punishment for the police
officers responsible for repeated
attacks and unprovoked firing. The
State Government was castigated
for its failure to provide quality
seeds to farmers.

To add insult to injury farmers
are burning with anger over the
fact that the seeds handed out were
spurious and are demanding their
money back from the seed deal-
ers. The Telangana Government is
remaining silent while the criminals
are running away with the loot and
the farmers fear for their future.
The swindling of farmers with
spurious seeds by seed companies
has become a seasonal feature in
the State and the State Government
refuses to act.

From New Age, paper of the
Communist Party of India &

HE WAY TO BAGHDAD

USA: As accusations of lies and deception over WMDs hot
up against an increasingly desperate administration, Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee Chairman Pat Roberts has told
CNN that reports indicated there is now a 70-30 chance
that Saddam Hussein is alive , “up from 50-50". Washing-
ton has put a $A36.7 million reward on Saddam’s head.
Roberts says, “It's a big ticket item for us. The next 100
days are very critical. If we can prove that Saddam Hus-
sein is killed or captured, plus his two sons, we’re miles
ahead in this. If not, it's going to be a long, hot summer.”

BRITAIN: The Prince of Wales saw his personal income soar
by 7 per cent last year, to almost $A25 million. Over half the
increase was the result of share speculation — in the midst of
falling stock markets around the world. The Prince sold most
of his shares and invested in other areas, such as bonds.

AFRICA: Former South African President Nelson Man-
dela is keeping up his verbal onslaught against George W
Bush as the US President begins a tour of African nations.
Mr Mandela condemned Bush for launching a war against
Iraq. “For anybody, especially the leader of a superstate,
to act outside the United Nations is something that must
be condemned by everybody who wants peace”, he said.
To make the point in another way, Nelson Mandela moved
out of South Africa as Bush moved in for a short visit.

AFGHANISTAN: A plan to disarm thousands of Afghan
fighters, which began this month, risks undermining
what little security there is in the country. The warning
came from the Bonn International Centre for Conversion,
which promotes the transfer of military resources to civil-
ian purposes. The Centre called for the expansion of an
international peacekeeping force, saying the disarmament
process should not go ahead until security could be assured.

POLAND: A protest of irate unemployed people brought
the Polish Parliament to a halt late last month. Popular
anger at Poland’'s 18 per cent jobless rate has pushed
the popularity of Prime Minister Leszek Miller to a record
low. Poland’s chronic economic situation has not stopped
Poland from sending troops to help the US out in Iraq.

SWEDEN: Worldwide spending on war hit $US794 billion in
2002, up six per cent on 2001. The Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute found that the US accounted for 75
per cent of the increase. The Institute, widely recognised for the
reliability of its data, also noted that Russia overtook the US as
the world’s largest arms exporter, while China was the largest
importer, closely followed by India. US defence budget esti-
mates for 2003 show a planned increase in arms procurement
of 32 per cent over the 2003-2007 period, to $US78 billion.
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The commuters
have spoken

NSW Greens MP Lee Rhiannon
has called on Premier Bob Carr
to take away responsibility for
setting public transport fares
from the Transport Minister
Michael Costa. The Minister
wants to increase fares during
peak travelling times. On some
train services this is already
the case. A return trip from
Campbelltown to Town Hall in
off-peak hours is $7.20, during
peak hours it’s $12.)

Although we haven’t been
told what else is being planned for
Sydney’s public transport, we could
take an educated guess. Jacking up
or dumping concession fares, turn-
ing school train and bus tickets into
user-pays and reducing services are
but a few “options” available to
Costa.

Remember, Costa is one of
Premier Carr’s hatchet men, and
that’s why he’s been picked for this
dirty job. A sampling of letters to the
Sydney Morning Herald by angry
commuters shows that they are alert
to the Government’s intentions.

* “Higher fares. It’s just a trick
to throttle rail volume and clog the
rest of Sydney’s transport.”

* “The fact that the resulting
shift to private transport will cost
the government and the community
far more in fuel, road congestion,
motor vehicle accidents and trauma,
pollution and respiratory disease
doesn’t rate. Why? Because the

community bears most of the costs,
not the budget.”

* “Now I get it. It’s all my fault
that the trains crossing the harbour
never run on time, and are always
dangerously overcrowded. How
dare I be so inconsiderate, working
in Chatswood. I’m sure my boss
won’t mind if I turn up three hours
late every day.”

* “Do the people who cook up
these public transport ‘solutions’
live on planet Earth? Why do com-
muters choose to travel during
peak times, crushing up against one
another for an hour’s journey in the
morning and then again in the eve-
ning? It’s not because of our love
of humanity. We have to. Any fare
increases that discriminate further
during these times will surely lead
to more people choosing to drive
to work.”

» “Increase services, make them
more convenient, timely and com-
fortable, and you will find usage
will increase dramatically.”

» “Has the Government gone
mad?”

Ms Rhiannon put it this way:
“Michael Costa is justifying fare
hikes on the economic rationalist
argument that this would diminish
demand. This is a practical matter of
whether people can afford to get to
work, not some abstract economic
model.

“Fare hikes will have the most
adverse impact on those living fur-
thest from the city and who have the
least employment options.”

Do Carr and Costa have a long
term agenda — to get commuters
so angry with the public transport

service that they will opt for priva-

tisation as has already happened in
Melbourne and Adelaide?

Marcus Browning

Sydney public transport user

Campaign to save
wetlands

Guardian readers will be
interested to know that there is
a big campaign currently taking
place in South Korea by local
communities and international
environmental groups to stop
a development that will have
a devastating effect on the
environment and wildlife.

The development, by Hyun-
dai Construction, is in the
Saemanageum wetlands, on South
Korea’s west coast, and involves
the construction of a 33 kilometre
dyke which will enclose and destroy
the wetlands, turning them over to
industrial use and farming.

This puts at risk hundreds of
thousands of migratory shore birds,
such as the Australian Great Knot,
in their yearly exodus from Australia
to Siberia. Saemanageum has 50 per
cent of this endangered species, and
is home to other threatened species,
such as the Spoon-billed Sandpiper.

South Korea and Australia
are signatories to the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance and
although the project is almost
complete the area — which has now
become the subject of a world-wide
campaign — can still be rescued.

Environmentalists are calling
on the Australian Government to act
by raising the issue with the South
Korean government.

People can express their con-
cern by writing to — John Howard,
Prime Minister, Parliament House,
Canberra, ACT, 2003.

Jo Dunleavy
Wodonga

Let’s get together

Last week federal ALP leader
Simon Crean wanted to know
what sort of a nation it is that
denies young people access to
higher education. Well, in NSW
the Carr Labor Government’s
last budget introduced fee
hikes for TAFE of up to 300
per cent.

In fact, as the Greens educa-
tion spokesperson Kerry Nettle
noted, Labor Governments across
the country are failing students for
whom TAFE has been the only
affordable option.

This year my friend’s son went
to TAFE to get his school certifi-
cate, so as to make a go of getting a
decent job and having some kind of
future. It cost $260 up front, before
the purchase of materials he needed
to do the course.

The Carr Government has also
now imposed an up front fee of up
to $350 for entry level courses that
were previously free.

It is a disgrace that policies by
both major parties are excluding
the majority of people from having
access to higher education.

It is long overdue for the politi-
cal forces that have the same goals
around such important questions
as education, health, employment,
etc to set aside differences and join
together to fight for their common
aims.

Bruce Gillman
Sydney

Turned off

Reading Bruce Gillman’s letter
in the The Guardian (9/7/03) 1
see that it is not just the West
Australian that imposes Gerard
Henderson’s conservative views
on readers every week. How
many other state newspapers are
printing his extreme biased and
subjective views on their readers?
‘Who is behind this Government
propaganda machine?

I have written letters weekly
pointing out Henderson’s selective
misrepresentation, or omission of
the facts to support his biased argu-
ments. This is not good reporting.
Must we be forced to accept it?

I tend to not read Henderson
anymore. It only means I will be
forced to write another letter that
will be rejected by the letters editor
of the West Australian. Are the
major newspapers supportive and
biased towards the Government’s
views? They are the same news-
papers that constantly criticise the
ABC!

Mary Jenkins
WA

Culture
& Life

More rewriting of
history

At the very end of June,
beginning of July, as well as
Paul Sheehan and the new G-
G, Michael Jeffery’s attempts
to portray the Vietnam war
as “right” and a “victory”, the
Fairfax Press ran two attacks on
Stalin and two swingeing attacks
on the Communists who fought
against fascism before WW2
when the Menzies Government
was still sending scrap iron to
Japan and the British Prime
Minister Chamberlain, was
betraying Czechoslovakia to
the Nazis.

by Rob Gowland

Gerard Henderson the right-
wing propagandist who turned
himself into a “conservative think
tank” called the Sydney Institute,
sought to give the BBC a serve
— and by association the ABC — for
running the series The Cambridge
Spies.

This was ironic, for the series
was anti-Communist propaganda
of a highly sophisticated type. Too
sophisticated for Gerard’s taste,
apparently.

The series adopted the clever
ploy of presenting Philby, Burgess,
McLean and Blunt not as black-
hearted traitors but as men driven at
least partially by ideals. In this guise
of a “sympathetic” portrayal, it was
able to smear them as deluded,
naive, misguided, wilful and ulti-
mately tragic.

It was an anti-Communist’s
delineation of how Communists

behave; evidenced in the depiction
of the Cambridge quartet’s attitude
to love and loyalty, to the USSR,
to the Spanish Civil War and to the
Phoney War.

The writers’ distortion of their
subject was shown in the scene of
these Soviet agents rejoicing at the
news that Germany had invaded the
USSR and so they could now be
openly pro-Soviet. No Communist
anywhere rejoiced that the USSR
had been invaded, especially by so
powerful a foe as the hitherto all-
conquering Nazis.

But Henderson hated it.
Apparently for him, Communists
don’t have ideals, not even
misguided or mistaken ones. Anti-
Communist propaganda has to be
pure, virulent Cold War stuff to
satisfy Gerard’s hatred.

“It is important to remember
that there was nothing idealistic or
heroic about Stalin”, he thundered.
Sorry, Gerard, old mate, but that is
just so much tosh. To believe it is to
abandon all historical objectivity.

Stalin is a towering figure of the
20th Century. It is precisely because
of Stalin’s achievements and stature,
valid criticisms notwithstanding,
that he is still held in such high
standing and that there are so many
— and such unrelenting — attacks on
him in the bourgeois media fifty
years after his death.

It must be galling to the writers
of such cleverly anti-Communist
propaganda as The Cambridge Spies
to be attacked from the right, as
Gerard Henderson does. But such
is life.

The previous day, Robert
Manne, who holds the Chair of
Professor of Politics at La Trobe
University, wrote a piece on George
Orwell that perpetuated the rewrit-
ing of the history of the Spanish
Civil War to glorify the Trotskyists.
Manne presented that sad little anti-
Communist propagandist Orwell as
“the greatest political writer of the
20th century” no less!

Orwell went to Spain to join not
the International Brigade but the

Trotskyist POUM, led by Trotsky’s
old friend and fellow conspirator
Andreas Nin. Orwell the “great
political writer” apparently lacked
the politics or the wit to see through
the destabilising, destructive and
treacherous tactics of POUM.

To be sure, POUM members
advanced “revolutionary” explana-
tions for their opposition to the
Spanish Republican government,
a government fighting for its life
against Franco’s fascists supported
by Hitler and Mussolini’s armed
forces and also protected by the
“non-intervention” policies of the
British and French Governments.

And yet Blind Freddie could
discern who benefited from
POUM’s actions. And it wasn’t
the Spanish people. Matters cli-
maxed in the summer of 1937
when POUM staged an abortive
revolt in Barcelona and called for
“resolute action to overthrow the
government”.

In fact the Trotskyists in Spain
were following the same policy as
their brethren in the USSR, who
were at that very time plotting a
coup against the Soviet govern-

ment. “Resolute action” was taken
in Barcelona, but not by the Spanish
people against their government;
it was taken by the Republican
authorities against the treachery of
POUM.

Orwell was hopelessly adrift.
Having believed all POUM’s pro-
nouncements and “revolutionary”
explanations, he understood what
was happening only as (in Manne’s
words) “the brutal attempts by the
pro-communist forces to crush their
anarchist and Trotskyist opponents”.

Manne says that “from this
experience all [Orwell’s] subsequent
writing flowed. ... Orwell’s fleet-
ing experience of the suppression
behind Republican lines in Spain
led him to an understanding of the
atmosphere of the totalitarian state”.

Actually, the seeds of Orwell’s
subsequent literary nightmares were
there before he even went to Spain.
They are inherent in his choosing to
join POUM rather than the much
more popular International Brigade
that made an enormous contribu-
tion in defence of the Spanish
Republican government.

Orwell’s subsequent depictions

ff. o
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People in Spain celebrate the 60th anniversary of the International Brigade, 1996

of “the totalitarian state” were either
overtly (and simplistically) anti-
Communist as in Animal Farm or
covertly and confusedly as in 1984.
Both were used with gusto however
by the capitalist state to denigrate
socialism.

Not that this bothered Orwell,
whose hostility to Communists and
the socialist countries was such
that he became an informant for
Special Branch, spying on genuine
left wingers for the capitalist class
he supposedly opposed. Curiously,
Manne neglects to mention this —
but that is how history is rewritten.

Manne’s article abounds in
laughable statements, such as
“virtually no one any longer genu-
inely believes in socialism”. In
Hyderabad (India) last year, I sat in
a sports stadium in front of 250,000
people who most assuredly genu-
inely believed in socialism.

Manne obviously does not
(although he claims that in the *60s,
his politics “were of the left”). In
reality he chooses to believe the
ruling class’s version of history. It
certainly pays better at the present
time. @&
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If writer-director Stephen
Poliakoff had pitched to Talkback
Productions and the BBC the
idea of making a two-part
TV drama about a young boy
with behavioural and learning
problems whose wealthy parents
felt constrained to confine him
to one of their estates, he would
probably have been given the
green light.

After all, Poliakoff is highly
regarded for such individualistic
and clever TV dramas as Shooting
the Past and Perfect Strangers.
And this one was surely right up
his street: the approach and onset of
WW1 from the point of view of an
autistic child shut away from all but
his immediate family.

But what made it a truly sale-
able plot was that it was a true story
about a member of the British Royal
Family (gasp, shock).

The youngest son of George V,
Prince John displayed traits of char-
acter which would have embarrassed
the Crown, so he and his nanny
were hidden away in Sandringham.
His story could have been a searing
indictment of the callousness of the
British ruling class, prepared to stop
at nothing to protect its power and
position.

Instead, it is another clever
Poliakoff exercise in teasing, frag-
mented drama about the recent past
and memory, not so much seen
through a glass darkly as glimpsed
through a half open door.

About any child in this unenvi-
able position, the drama could have
been moving, melancholy or even
bleak. But the makers of The Lost
Prince (ABC 8.30pm Sundays)

can’t forget that the central charac-
ter is Royal.

As the publicity insists on put-
ting it, it is “the heartbreaking story
of the Prince that history forgot”.
For the very good reason that John
is at most nothing more than the
teensiest footnote to history.

The kind of people who weep
over the fate of his relatives the
Romanoffs will no doubt weep over
the fate of wee Johnny, who never
got to enjoy all the wealth and privi-
leges to which he was born.

Miranda Richardson plays
Queen Mary, Tom Hollander is
George V, Michael Gambon plays
Edward VII and Gina McKee is
seen as Prince John’s devoted
nanny, Lalla.

International stars in the cast
include Bibi Andersson as Queen
Alexandra, Ingeborga Dapkunaite
as Tsarina Alexandra and Ivan
Marevich as Tsar Nicholas.

he last decade has seen an

unprecedented rise in the
number of witnesses recalling stat-
ues of Christ and the Madonna that
have wept, bled and even spoken.
A tribute, I suspect, to the power of
the mass media to put ideas into the
heads of the gullible, the ignorant
and the hysterical in a time of angst
and bewilderment.

These misbehaving statues are,
you notice, all Catholic. Indelicate
behaviours by statutes of Budda and
Shiva and virtually unknown.

Under the present Pope in
particular, the Catholic Church pro-
motes a belief in miracles on a scale
not seen since the Middle Ages. But
while the Catholic Church hurries to
embrace such tired old “miracles”,
the Baptists and other Protestant
fundamentalists would see bleed-
ing statues as evidence of demonic
possession.

Rational church leaders are
understandably embarrassed at
having to adjudicate whether such
“phenomena” are miracles or the
work of the Devil.

Miracle Statues on Compass
(ABC 10.00pm Sundays) makes
a show of presenting evidence both
“for” and “against” these miracu-
lous statues. But really, they are

RS,

WORTH WATCHING

The Lost Prince “the heartbreaking story of the Prince that history forgot”

in the same ludicrous category as
alien abductions and visitations by
wizards.

Do you remember the dem-

onstration not so long ago
in Belgium where over 300,000
citizens demanded a shake-up of
the Belgian Government over alle-
gations of corruption and cover-up
involving a paedophile ring?

It was the biggest rally in the
country since WW2. Yet despite the
community’s pleas and other efforts
to expose corruption the Belgian
justice system appears paralysed.

As long ago as 1996, Marc
Dutroux was arrested by Belgian
police, accused of having master-
minded the kidnapping, sexual
abuse and imprisonment of six girls
aged eight to 19, four of whom were
found dead. After six years in jail he
is still to be tried.

Police who were making
progress on the investigation were
inexplicably taken off the case, the
investigating magistrate was sacked,
and a surviving victim and eyewit-
ness discredited in the media.

The victim, Regina Louf, had

Coming Perth events

Commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Moncada Barracks uprising.
A failure that became a success leading to the triumph of the Cuban revolution on Janaury 1, 1959.
Venue: The Resistance Centre, 5/15 Short Street, East Perth.

Date and Time: Saturday July 26, at 6.30 pm

Entry by gold donation Food and drinks available on sale.

A joint ACFS and CISLAC event.

More info from 0419 812 872 or 08 9328 6091

Celebrate with Cuban friends at the Santiago de Cuba Carnival
Venue: Kulcha Multicultural Arts centre of WA, 1/15 South Terrace, Fremantle (above Dome café)
Date and Time: Saturday, August 9, at 7 pm until late.

Featuring Latin band SABROSON. Free dancing lessons by Dessie Kovan plus a good dose of politics.
$15 at the door or by phoning Vinnie 0419 812 872 or 0419 942 045

Hiroshima Day

Rally and march organised by the No War Alliance
Venue: Perth Concert Hall then down St Georges Terrace to Forrest place.
Date and Time: Saturday August 9, Assemble at 1 pm

Local musicians and speakers.
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named senior judges, one of the
country’s most powerful politicians
—now dead — and a very influential
banker as part of the ring. Louf also
identified a prominent business-
man, Jean Michel Nihoul, as the
ringleader.

The BBC  documentary
Belgium’s X Files screening on
The Cutting Edge (SBS 8.30pm
Tuesday) investigates the allega-
tions that a cover-up has taken place
to protect a paedophile network
involving prominent businessmen,
police and senior members of the
Belgian Government.

his week sees episode two

of the splendid and enthral-
ling three-part account of the history
of the science of blood, Red Gold,
screening on The Big Picture (ABC
8.30pm Wednesdays).

Last week’s episode delt with
early theories of the role of blood,
and the painfully slow progress
towards successful blood transfu-
sions, not helped by the dogmatic
ignorance of religion which delayed
the introduction of life-saving trans-
fusions for a couple of hundred
years.

Blood and War, Program Two in
the series, looks at the role science’s
new knowledge about blood played
in two world wars, including the
deaths caused by a racist approach
to blood transfusions.

Nazi imperialism was fuelled
by a belief in the superiority of the

“pure-blooded” Aryan race, while
American imperialism segregated
“black” and “white” blood, a prac-
tice that undoubtedly cost lives.
e Lion Sleeps Tonight:
Story Of A Song, screening
in the About Us slot (SBS 8.30pm
Friday), tells the story of how the
Zulu isicathamiya song Mbube,
(pronounced EEM-boo-beh) was
transcribed by American folk singer
Pete Seeger (of the American folk
group The Weavers) into Wimoweh,
finally gaining international recog-
nition as The Lion Sleeps Tonight.

Mbube was composed by a Zulu
shepherd Solomon Linda during
the 1920s, and was first recorded
at Gallo Records in 1939, after he
moved to Johannesburg and started
working as a record packer. It was a
huge hit in what is now Swaziland,
selling nearly 100,000 copies in the
1940s.

Today, nearly all international
rights on the song are held by
Americans — principally by George
David Weiss, the man who added
the 16 English words to Wimoweh.
Meanwhile, the daughters of
Solomon Linda live in poverty in
Zola, Soweto.

While exploring the moral and
legal issues around the song, this
documentary is a celebration of
African music. It has been described
as ‘“‘going straight to the heart
of neo-colonial cultural politics
today”. @

Sydney

Politics in the Pub

Every Friday night 6pm — 7.45pm
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills

(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)
Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

July 18
MODERNISATION OF CHINA - THE WAKING PANDA
Hans Heindrischke, Ass Prof Uni NSW,
Chinese & Indonesian Studies;
David Goodman, Director International Studies, UTS;
Peter King, Dept of Govt, Sydney Uni

July
THE IRAQ QWAR - DESTABLISING THE WORLD?
Prof Ahmead Shboul, Semitic Studies Uni Sydney;
Dr Michael Humphreys, School of Sociology Uni NSW

August 8

COURAGE AND COWARDICE IN PUBLIC LIFE

Linda Burney, ALP MP, former Director General NSW Dept of
Aboriginal Affairs;
Rick Farley, Managing Director Farley Consulting
and Environment Use and Native Title
The Gaelic Club, like all clubs, is required to have non members sign in.
To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.

Ing: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737,
jol@pnc.com.au PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554

www.politicsinthepub.org
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NEST OF TRAITORS

Late in December 1945 in Osaka, Melbourne Herald journalist Denis
Warner interviewed Japanese journalist Kennosuke (Ken) Sato.
Warner believed he was interviewing a soon to be apprehended

war criminal.
by Rowan Cahill

Sato was more than a word-
smith. During recent hostilities
he had been seconded by both the
Japanese army and navy for special
duties, including the interrogation
of Australian POWs, and arrang-
ing for a willing few to engage in
pro-Japanese radio propaganda
broadcasts.

Prior to World War II Sato
had toured Australia as part of a
high level Japanese goodwill mis-
sion. During an eight-month stay
the charming, English speaking,
American trained journalist recon-
noitered Australian commercial
life and established contacts and
friendships amongst politicians and
business figures interested in estab-
lishing and extending trade links
with Japan.

Sato told Warner that when
Japan conquered Australia, he would
have been Chief Civil Administrator,
heading up a specially groomed
team recruited from Japanese
business personnel well known in
pre-war Australia, supported by a
good many highly placed, willing,
Australian collaborators.

Unbeknown to either Warner
or his employer, a large cache of
documents in Australia suggested
that Sato was not spinning a yarn.
These documents were in the care of
the Attorney General and Minister
for External Affairs Dr H V Evatt;
they had been seized by Australian
authorities from the Japanese con-
sulate in Sydney on the eve of war
with Japan.

Japanese officials had tried to
destroy the consular documents,
but enough material remained
to show the way Japan culti-
vated pro-Japanese sympathies
in Australia prior to 1941, vari-
ously courting opinion and policy
makers, disseminating propaganda,
gathering intelligence: bulk loads
of propaganda material were dis-
tributed through pro-Japanese
cultural and business organisations;
there were gifts to politicians, gen-
erous entertainment accorded to
diplomats, politicians, business and
media heavyweights, and cash pay-
ments to some journalists.

In 1946, anti-fascist Com-
monwealth  Security Service
operative Major R F B Wake (later,
and briefly, deputy to the first
Director General of ASIO, Mr.
Justice Reed) examined the docu-
ments. In a preliminary report to
Dr Evatt he hinted there maybe

was substance to Sato’s claims, and
strongly urged a long-term rigorous
analysis of the material in conjunc-
tion with representatives from the
Departments of External Affairs,
Commerce, Trade and Customs;
he wanted the decoding of coded
material, and access to material fer-
reted out of Tokyo Archives by US
Counter Intelligence.

The Melbourne Herald gave
Warner’s story prominence, but
the notion of wartime collaborators
slipped under the carpet of post-war
Australia. Sato never faced war
crime charges for what had been
brutal interrogations of Australian
POWs. And Cold War politics
took care of the rest. The ALP was
increasingly alarmed by the power
of militant trade unions, and battled
against itself.

The Country Party and the
emerging new force of the Liberal
Party successfully focused the
nation on anti-communism, and in
government placed Australia on a
national security footing with scare
mongering about the imminence
of World War III. Ferreting out
potential wartime quislings amongst
Australia’s conservative and busi-
ness elites never had a snowball’s
chance in hell.

Until now. Historian Dr Drew
Cottle (University of Western
Sydney) examines Sato’s col-
laboration claim in his recent
book THE BRISBANE LINE:
A REAPPRAISAL (Upfront
Publishing, Leicestershire). He
begins by revisiting the Brisbane
Line controversy; were there plans
during the early war years under
the Governments of Menzies and
Fadden to respond to a Japanese
invasion of Australia by abandon-
ing the area north of Brisbane, and
then defending the rest, or, as some
believed, coming to an administra-
tive arrangement with Japan?

Conservative historians and
politicians have tried to bury the
controversy ever since its cover was
blown in 1942 by Labor MHR Eddie
Ward. Official documentary evi-
dence for the strategic plan does not
seem to exist, although Ward was
adamant it once did. Nonetheless
a rich diversity of non-official
sources, memoirs, letters, private
papers, physical evidence, military
and civilian strategies, attest to the
existence of the Brisbane Line, as
a military, if not collaborationist,
strategy.

So far as Cottle is concerned,

the collaboration notion has legs.
Logic suggests that if collaborators
did exist, then they would have been
amongst Japan’s pre-war Australian
friends. According to his research
many Australians, the majority of
them rich, powerful, and influential,
developed deep relationships with
Japan between the wars, steadfastly
so at least until bombs rained down
on Pearl Harbour.

Cottle trots out a who s who of
people in business and industry, pas-
toral industries, politics, and opinion
formation. Some were awed by the
military power of Japan, hence the
need to snuggle up close; others saw
Japan as a civilising source of ‘law
and order’ in an otherwise chaotic,
turbulent Asia; others saw Japan as
an economic opportunity and trade
partner, Japanese imperialism suit-
ing their class interests; for some it
was all of these.

Whatever; Japan had to be
accomodated, appeased, helped,
joined, supported, even through its
worst atrocities in China during the
1930s. And if the Australian Left
or the Port Kembla wharfies got
in the way of the relationship, then
they had to be dealt with; Japanese
money bankrolled some spoiling
operations against the Australian
Left. Overall it was a relationship
akin to that John Howard and his
mates have developed with the US.

An extensive Japanese intel-
ligence network in Australia saw to
it that pro-Japanese sentiment was
cultivated and groomed; this pro-
vided opportunities for collecting
data, particularly economic intel-
ligence, influencing public opinion,
and who knows what else; in 1939
the office bearers of the Japan-
Australia Society included five
members of Japanese military and
naval intelligence rubbing shoulders
with leaders of Sydney’s legal and
business worlds.

A leading pro-Japanese politi-
cian was Percival Spender (later
Knighted for his services to the
Australian nation), Minister for the
Army in the Menzies Government;
typical of his closeness to Japan
is the two months of unrestricted
access he gave Major Sie Hashida,
a senior Japanese intelligence
officer, to Australian strategic instal-
lations in early 1941, including
east coast military installations, the
Lithgow armaments factory, and the
Newcastle BHP steelworks.

A couple of months later
Spender broadcast from Singapore,
assuring listeners that Australia had
no ‘“quarrel with Japan” and that
“Australia and Singapore are far
removed from the theatre of war”.
Japan’s plans for the conquest of

THE B
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South East Asia and Australia were
well in hand.

Japan’s activities in pre-war
Australia did not escape the
attention of Australian security
services; nor did the activities of
the pro-Japanese sympathisers.
Naval intelligence in particular was
increasingly concerned, and may
have had a role in engineering the
collapse of the Fadden Coalition
Government in October 1941.

In the end, however, Cottle
cannot prove that Sato’s Australian
collaborators existed. Japan did
not invade Australia, and Japan’s
friends never had to decide where
they stood once it came to the
crunch. Nor do potential traitors
tend to leave paper trails indicting
themselves, and during his research
Cottle turned up tantalisingly empty,
and missing, files, as did Major
Wake in 1946.

In the end we will probably
never know whether or not Percy
Spender was earmarked for a major
role in a Vichy type Australia,
as some believed; nor the truth
about Japanese funds finding their
way into the coffers of the United
Australia Party, the forerunner of the
Liberal Party, on the eve of war with
Japan. These and other questions are
canvassed by Cottle, and he is to be
congratulated for bringing them out
of the shadows of history and into
the light of day.
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Cottle’s book is the result of
patient historical detective work.
Apart from drawing on a huge body
of secondary material, he has deeply
immersed himself in the murky
world of Australian security and
intelligence records, interviewed
key players, trawled private papers
where available, along with the
records of business and private
organisations; the documentation is
detailed.

The political and economic tour
of pre-World War II Australia that
Cottle takes the reader on, casts
light on some dark places in the
national soul, and rattles skeletons
in the closet of the ruling class; it
is almost like taking a trip through a
parallel universe.

Australian political and busi-
ness heavyweights who were lauded
and honoured as fine, upstanding
citizens during the 1950s and 1960s,
are revealed as players in a pre-war
shadow world of economic impera-
tives, shifting allegiances, and
possibly headed for collaboration
and betrayal. Some of the leading
pro-Japanese shifted their allegiance
post-war to the US, and got in on
the ground floor in that department.
THE BRISBANE LINE:

A REAPPRAISAL is only

available through www.amazon.co.uk,
at £9.99 (A$25) per copy. But it
is well worth the effort in tracking
down. &
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Dr Cottle has carried out
extensive research on
this question, the subject
of his recent book THE

BRISBANE LINE: A
REAPPRAISAL (Upfront
Publishing, Leicestershire)
The book is available from

WWW.amazon.co.uk
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